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CIAPIER I
Imtroduchion

Realizing that wars camnot be won without God and to zZive o men
in the miform an cppartunity to wowrship while away from lhiomey, o governs
ment hes alweyes advocated o Cheplains Corps for its ammy, Alveady in the
Revolutionayy War some 170 years zgo, Censral CGeorge Washington called up=
on the clergy in the ecastern cities Lo zo oub to the American troops ami
to preach to them, pray vwith then and to offer spiritual adwice and comm
fort to them, Also in the Civil War, in the Spanishe=finorican War and in
World War I, wo found mangy chaplains serv:L".l; the armed foices of our couns
try. Aud especially vmc this the case in World Var IT, just concluded,
Stetistics showr that on V=J Doy, September 2, 1945, thore were approde
nately 1C,000 chaplains of all denominatlons serving ocwr cowntry either
in the army, the navy cr in the air corps.t oOf these, 235 mere of omr
IZagsovri synod Iuthoran G‘:mrch,a and I was one of thene

Ty T entored the Chaplainey

T shall never forget how the Lord led me into the chaplaincye Al=
ready nonths before Pearl Harbor had I been recamworded for the chaplaih—
¢y by my district precident, the Reverend W, E. llomamn of Iancroft, e
braske, end enconraged to do so by many brethren in the ministry, TFor
quite some time I had given the mabtler serious consideration, bubt could
never fully vesolwve to leave my congregation and to join the Chaplains
Corpe, Then came Febrvary 2, 1942, It was on a londay morning and I
wes working in the study. Svddenly, without any special reasan at all,
I turned on the radio and the very first voice hoard was that of a man

1 The Avry and Ravy Chaplain, Octoberwlovember 1945, pe 13
2 The ILutheran Chaplain, September 1945, pe 17

el



from the Chief of Chaplains Offico in Washington, speaking of the dire
necd of more chaplains in the United States ammy and pleading with the
ministers of all faiths, if at all possible, to join the Chaplains Corps,
This made a profound impression upon me, "ily did I tune in on the radio
Just when this man was pleading for mare chaplains? Vas it morely a coine
cidence?", I kopt on asking myself, I again began to give the mattor fure
thor consideratian, but still I could not decide to join the chaplaincy,
Then came the enmsl Pastoral retreat in Omaha, That wms exactly a week
latere, And at this meeoting I vas again approached by my district presie
dent and asked o reconsider the matter in all seriousness, 'i‘l'ﬂ.sImo.-
mised to do, Ieedless to say, serious and prayerful days followede I
again discussed the natber at length with my wife and with a goodly mme
ber of friends and bwrethren in the ninistry. For days and weeks I thought
about tho mattor and prayed most earnesily for divine guidance, TFinally
I did como to the conclusion that it must be the Lord's vdll that I enter
upon the chaplaincy and applied, lHowover, it was not until July 18 that
I vas ordered by the Tlar Department in VWashington to proceed on active
dutye
Time and Places Served

During the three and a half years of my chaplaincy I sarved the fole=
dowing time and placess

1, From August 1 - September 17, 1942 at the Port of Embarkation in
Tte Mason, California, right in the heart of San Frencisco;

2, Fram September 24 - February 13, 1943 with the 457th Antimiircraft
mattalion in Camp Hulen, Texasj

3¢ From Fohruvary 18 = ifay 4, 1943 with the 6th Regiment at Ft, lice




Clellan, Alabamnj

le TFrom lay 8 = June 5, 1942 I attonded the Chaplain School ab Hate
vard Tniversliy in Cambridge, lassachusotiss

5o it Do Sfime 8, 1943 until oy separation from the sorvice on
Joruore 27, 1946 T served as Camm Chaplain of the Prisoner of Var Camp
in Hearne, Texac,

A Genoral Description of a Chaplain's Vork

The viork of a chaplain in the United States army, genorally speaking,

is of a threo-fold nature = religious, military and commumitys
Religious Vork

The religious work, of conwsce, 1s the chief and most important work
of a chaplain, This he carries on in practically the same mamer as he
would do it in a civilion congregetion, e conducts rogular services -~
generel services for his entire command end particular services for the
men and wonen of his ovm clauch « teaches lble classes, adnministers tha
sacranents, does rrission worlk, confirns, rerforms marrisges and burisls,
distrilutes religious litciaturo, nakes calls, conducts religicuvs and
othor interviews and tho 1lilke, And all oi this strictly according tu
his comvictions and beliefs. To do this work & chaplain generally is
furnished with a chapel, fully equipped with an altar, pulpit, organ,
and pews, and with an office completely furnished with a desk, chair,
typewriter, phone and all other necessary mt?r.lal. I'e is also given
a conpotent assistant to holp him in his work.®

Iflitary Tork

The military work, which comes second in Importance, consists cidefly

1 Tif 16=205, The Chaplain, April 21, 1941, Chapters =9




of paper work in the office and of daily assoclation with the men of
his particular unib, e is comectnd o spend as much of hiz time as

reeslhla u
,_.-U..u-.-. e L

Je

th then, showing imborest in them, marching with them, speals

39
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w, and ensouraging theme These things are %o be done chiefe

ne with

-

Zox the purpose of tuilding and keeping up the morale of the mengd

Comnmity Vork

The coxmmity worlk, which comes last, is done culside of the army.
As chaplain he is not oniy responsilbilo for the men and wonen of his par-
tleular organization, tubt also for the familios of the nilitory persomols
lio is to showr intercst in them by visiting thenm from time o time and take
care of thelr spiritusl needs. !¢ is also %o leep the people in the neighe
borhood posted on tio work of the camp, parbicularly the religlous worle
A5 tine and opportunity precente itscli he, therefore, will preach in
nelshbering churches of his faith and lecture before various church groups
and ¢ivil organizations, Ie will make calls on neighboring ninisters snd
city officials in order to Leop up a good relationship “etween the cmip
and the coTmmibyes

Howover, since nost of rmy time was spent in & Prisonor of Ver Cuop

hereo in Americe, I would now like to speak of that work in particulawve

1 Ti 16-205, The Chaplain, Apwil 21, 1941, Chapter 10
2 T 16-205, Tho Chaplein, April 21, 1941, Par, 59,60,86-87










are over, I am afraid, Then %00, the Cermans are already blaming Cod
for having lost both of the last wars and are, therefore, very bitter
against Him and the Christian religion. Even in this country we had

a very difficult time convincing the prisoners of the value of Chris-
tianity, how much more oo will it then be in their home=land during the
ceritical years that will surely follow her as a result of this devas-
tating var, And in view of these things I do not believe that these
few Christian men we had in our Geman prisoner of war camps will be
atle to accomplish much in religious matters after their return homs,
Of course, therc ave still nillions of good Christian people left in
Gemmany, viho together with these prisoners of war will diligently fos-
ter the cause of Christianity in posterar Cermany, but even then it
seanms to me that the odds are still too overmhelningly against them,
Haziism has already ruined too many German people spiritually, Yet,

I believe, that some good will cortainly came out of the religious
work we dld anong the German prisoners of war, And especially will
this be the case, if the American churches in general and oumr Iutheran
Church in particular will put forth a concerted effort in helping them
to reestatilish Christianity in their country, I do not advocate sende
ing missionaries over there, at least not many, for they will not re-
ceive them in the proper spirit, As former encnmies, the Germans as
such would look upon them with suspicion and would, therefore, not co=
operate with them, I am here not thinking so much of the Christian
people at of the rank and file of the Cermans, But what I do recom=
mend is, first, to befiriend them in these difficult post-war years Ly
sending then food and elut,.hingand other materials and thus help them




geb Lack on their feet, and secondly, to sand them thousands of good
religious and theological Looks and poriodicals, especially to the
clergy, and nillions of dollars in money to help them rebuild and
ercct new churches, schools, scminaries, and publishing houses, A—
nother effcctive way of helping them reestablish Christianity in thoir
country would be Ly building a large radio station somewhere in Cermarny
over which the gospel of Jesus Christ could then be preached unto mile
lions of their people at one and the same time in thelr own languvage,
This would undoubtedly accomplish mmuch more for Germany spiritually
than anything else we could do for her, lay God in liis mercy make our
bhearts willing to thus help Germany save herself from utter spiritual
ruind

And politically T also hold very litile hope for post-tmar Cermany,
and thet in spite of all our training and re-educating them in our pris-
cner of war camps. Surely, our vork along those lines will not e en—
tirely in vain, tut vhat will these fow, comparatively speaking, te
alile to accamplish against such overwvhelming odds? Truo, Cermany vas '
defeated and Haziism crushed, tut do not forget that the spirit of
laziism s%ill 1ives in Gemmanye And I am afraid that in the yeavs to
core, laziism will again raise her ugly head and gain the upper hand,
If not Haziism, then some other ism that will be just as dangerous and
detrinental to the peace of the world as Nasiism was. ly prayer simply
:lsa!.!w(:—ociin!ﬁ.slova quide and direct the hearts and minds of the

.German people in the creaiion of a new, respectalilo, peace-loving, and

Christian post-war Gemmanyl
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