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CIAPIER I
Imtroduchion

Realizing that wars camnot be won without God and to zZive o men
in the miform an cppartunity to wowrship while away from lhiomey, o governs
ment hes alweyes advocated o Cheplains Corps for its ammy, Alveady in the
Revolutionayy War some 170 years zgo, Censral CGeorge Washington called up=
on the clergy in the ecastern cities Lo zo oub to the American troops ami
to preach to them, pray vwith then and to offer spiritual adwice and comm
fort to them, Also in the Civil War, in the Spanishe=finorican War and in
World War I, wo found mangy chaplains serv:L".l; the armed foices of our couns
try. Aud especially vmc this the case in World Var IT, just concluded,
Stetistics showr that on V=J Doy, September 2, 1945, thore were approde
nately 1C,000 chaplains of all denominatlons serving ocwr cowntry either
in the army, the navy cr in the air corps.t oOf these, 235 mere of omr
IZagsovri synod Iuthoran G‘:mrch,a and I was one of thene

Ty T entored the Chaplainey

T shall never forget how the Lord led me into the chaplaincye Al=
ready nonths before Pearl Harbor had I been recamworded for the chaplaih—
¢y by my district precident, the Reverend W, E. llomamn of Iancroft, e
braske, end enconraged to do so by many brethren in the ministry, TFor
quite some time I had given the mabtler serious consideration, bubt could
never fully vesolwve to leave my congregation and to join the Chaplains
Corpe, Then came Febrvary 2, 1942, It was on a londay morning and I
wes working in the study. Svddenly, without any special reasan at all,
I turned on the radio and the very first voice hoard was that of a man

1 The Avry and Ravy Chaplain, Octoberwlovember 1945, pe 13
2 The ILutheran Chaplain, September 1945, pe 17
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from the Chief of Chaplains Offico in Washington, speaking of the dire
necd of more chaplains in the United States ammy and pleading with the
ministers of all faiths, if at all possible, to join the Chaplains Corps,
This made a profound impression upon me, "ily did I tune in on the radio
Just when this man was pleading for mare chaplains? Vas it morely a coine
cidence?", I kopt on asking myself, I again began to give the mattor fure
thor consideratian, but still I could not decide to join the chaplaincy,
Then came the enmsl Pastoral retreat in Omaha, That wms exactly a week
latere, And at this meeoting I vas again approached by my district presie
dent and asked o reconsider the matter in all seriousness, 'i‘l'ﬂ.sImo.-
mised to do, Ieedless to say, serious and prayerful days followede I
again discussed the natber at length with my wife and with a goodly mme
ber of friends and bwrethren in the ninistry. For days and weeks I thought
about tho mattor and prayed most earnesily for divine guidance, TFinally
I did como to the conclusion that it must be the Lord's vdll that I enter
upon the chaplaincy and applied, lHowover, it was not until July 18 that
I vas ordered by the Tlar Department in VWashington to proceed on active
dutye
Time and Places Served

During the three and a half years of my chaplaincy I sarved the fole=
dowing time and placess

1, From August 1 - September 17, 1942 at the Port of Embarkation in
Tte Mason, California, right in the heart of San Frencisco;

2, Fram September 24 - February 13, 1943 with the 457th Antimiircraft
mattalion in Camp Hulen, Texasj

3¢ From Fohruvary 18 = ifay 4, 1943 with the 6th Regiment at Ft, lice




Clellan, Alabamnj

le TFrom lay 8 = June 5, 1942 I attonded the Chaplain School ab Hate
vard Tniversliy in Cambridge, lassachusotiss

5o it Do Sfime 8, 1943 until oy separation from the sorvice on
Joruore 27, 1946 T served as Camm Chaplain of the Prisoner of Var Camp
in Hearne, Texac,

A Genoral Description of a Chaplain's Vork

The viork of a chaplain in the United States army, genorally speaking,

is of a threo-fold nature = religious, military and commumitys
Religious Vork

The religious work, of conwsce, 1s the chief and most important work
of a chaplain, This he carries on in practically the same mamer as he
would do it in a civilion congregetion, e conducts rogular services -~
generel services for his entire command end particular services for the
men and wonen of his ovm clauch « teaches lble classes, adnministers tha
sacranents, does rrission worlk, confirns, rerforms marrisges and burisls,
distrilutes religious litciaturo, nakes calls, conducts religicuvs and
othor interviews and tho 1lilke, And all oi this strictly according tu
his comvictions and beliefs. To do this work & chaplain generally is
furnished with a chapel, fully equipped with an altar, pulpit, organ,
and pews, and with an office completely furnished with a desk, chair,
typewriter, phone and all other necessary mt?r.lal. I'e is also given
a conpotent assistant to holp him in his work.®

Iflitary Tork

The military work, which comes second in Importance, consists cidefly

1 Tif 16=205, The Chaplain, April 21, 1941, Chapters =9




of paper work in the office and of daily assoclation with the men of
his particular unib, e is comectnd o spend as much of hiz time as

reeslhla u
,_.-U..u-.-. e L

Je

th then, showing imborest in them, marching with them, speals

39

l-

w, and ensouraging theme These things are %o be done chiefe

ne with

-

Zox the purpose of tuilding and keeping up the morale of the mengd

Comnmity Vork

The coxmmity worlk, which comes last, is done culside of the army.
As chaplain he is not oniy responsilbilo for the men and wonen of his par-
tleular organization, tubt also for the familios of the nilitory persomols
lio is to showr intercst in them by visiting thenm from time o time and take
care of thelr spiritusl needs. !¢ is also %o leep the people in the neighe
borhood posted on tio work of the camp, parbicularly the religlous worle
A5 tine and opportunity precente itscli he, therefore, will preach in
nelshbering churches of his faith and lecture before various church groups
and ¢ivil organizations, Ie will make calls on neighboring ninisters snd
city officials in order to Leop up a good relationship “etween the cmip
and the coTmmibyes

Howover, since nost of rmy time was spent in & Prisonor of Ver Cuop

hereo in Americe, I would now like to speak of that work in particulawve

1 Ti 16-205, The Chaplain, Apwil 21, 1941, Chapter 10
2 T 16-205, Tho Chaplein, April 21, 1941, Par, 59,60,86-87




CHAPTER IT
A Tescription of the Caxp

The Piisonor of War Camp, in which I was privilsged ‘o work for over
‘two end a half years, was located two niles west offm*ne, Tcitase It
vas a nediv-sigZed canp covering about 300 acres of ground and in genoral
reseribling any other camp,

However, being a risoner of Var Camp, it maturally differcd some-
what from & regular awmyy campe A rezgular army camup is niade up as one
lexge wnib, whilo ouwr Prisoner of Tar Camp wes divided into several sepae -
rate secctions, Thora, first of all, was the Amorican section, consisting
of administration tuildings, barrack buildinrgs, mess-halls, warehouses,
theater tuilding, mrecreatlon hall, post emchange building and the chapels
This section vmes located in the f£romt part of the campe, In the back part
of the camp vac the Prisoner of Tar section, surrounded Ly tiro 12 feelb
high herbed wirc fences and forned In a sQuaree This wnii again wms di-
vided into three different corpounds, a Station Hospital, and the German
Postal Unit, soparated from one another iy another high fonce, Iach
corpound conslsted of four office and supply rooms for ocur fmorican pere
somnel, opproximatoly 30 barrack buildings for the prisoners, a dispene
sary, a rocreation hall, a libravy, an educational building, and a work
shop, The Station Hospital with 300 beds was located to the extreme right
and the German Postal Unit manned by 250 German prisoners and handling
over 100,000 pieces of mail daily to the rear of the campe On the west
side of tho camp proper was a large gardon of about 25 acrss, which was
talen care of by the prisoners, and on the extreme cest side was the Pris-
oner of Wer cemetery, :




This Inief description will give us somewhat of an idea of the size

and type of the Prisoner of War Camp, in which I was working,
Iife in the Camp

Indiscussﬁ)gﬂxelifeinﬂm,letmﬁrsttﬁ.eﬂytouchnpm_
the life of owr American boys and then speak more extensively on the life
of the prisoners of war,

American

The main part of an American soldier's life in this camp, as in any
other army camp, consisted chiefly of wiork, Some worked in the adminis-
trative department, while the meﬁWdﬂmwhdmtm military de=
partnent, The administrative work consisted of taking care of the busi=
ness matiers of the camp, while the military work consisted chiefly of
training and of the guarding of enemy prisoners, In the administrative
departzent work was done for eight hours a day = from 8 in the morning
ti1l 5 in the evening -, vhile in the military department work wms done
in eight hour shifts.

After working hours, the time of the indivicdual American soldier was
practically his ovm. If he lived with his family in tomm, he was pernite
ted to go home and return in due time on the following daye, The rest of
them would remain at the camp and spend their leisure time in various
ways, Some would spend their time in reading, in writing, in studying,
in talking, or in playing of cards and of music. Others would take part
in sports, In the evening many of them attended the movies and the dan=-
ces, while others would fritter their time away in eating, in drinking,
in gambling and in a life of immorality and debauchery, Cursing and

swearing was also very prevalent at the camp,




Hore I would also like tomr;tionthe relationship of our men tomard
each othor and also toward the prisoners. Considering the fact that our
nen cane from all walks of life, it was remarkabtle how well they got along
with one another, In true American fashion a most cordial relationship
existed among the entire American personnel, officers and men alike, Of
course, as could be expected, there were a few exceptions to the rule, tut
they were few and far bvetween, Homever, the spirit amd the relationship
of omr officers and men over against the prisoners of var was, I an sorTy
to say, not always the best, To be sure, there were many of our men, in
fact, the greater majority of them, that did consider the prisoners as hon-
orabtle prisonors of war and would treat them in a fair and lnumane mamner
according to the rules and regulations laid down in the Geneva Convention
of July 27, 1929 and signed Ly all belligerent countries of this war ex=
cepting Japan, They did not coddle them nor show special privileges to
them, btut they did treat them as human beings, Vhile others «= and I an
happy to say that these were in the minority = looked upon the prisoners,
not as honorable prisoners of wvar but as criminals and outlawse They
hated thom and shomed their contempt for them in word and action, And
especially was this the case with the German priscners of war, Of course,
if prisoners wore disrespectful and disobedient to any American officer or
man, it was absolutely proper and in perfect agreement with the rules and
rogulations of the Geneva Convention to punish them in some way ar anothere
However, that vms to be done hy the proper authorities and in a proper mane

neret

1 Geneva Gonvenb:l.m, Myg_?g,_gl%; ; rﬂl"ﬂﬁe\ﬂ‘aﬂléwi
CONSORD A S rufTb!A.ﬂY
wT. qu'..b. M
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Japanese

The life of the Japansse prisoncrs of ™oy vas a very simple and tne
cventfol cne the short while thoy wore in omr campe. Unliles the German
prisoncrs, thoy dic not have o work oxcept to teke caro of their barracks
and tue grounds of tieir compounds The rercon for thelr insctivily wac
their ubtter ignorance of Amorican lavor and their slovmess in learning ite
To aveld any contact with the German prisoncrs of war,; theyr were cntirely
separated Tron them and placed in a separaic compound, There thoy were
fod, cleothod, and housed entirely ab tho expense of our govermment, They
ale rice alnost exclusively, wore regular prisoner of war clothes amxd lived
in comfortalle barracks, Their loisure time was spent chiefly in slecping,
talking and in the playing of baseiell, which they had learncd fro: us AieIw
icans in their home-iand, To keep them furbhor occupicd, some appropriate
and insgtruchive nmovies werc shom o them several tiuos & weck, Since the
majority of thom could nobt rcad nor write, thore naturally vas very 1ittls
recading and writing done to cceoupy their sparc time, Their rolationship
tomard one another as well os tovard us Americans was exceptionally good,
Tt seenmed thot they wore in constant fear of peossiiile reprisals for thoelr
sneaky atitack upcon Pearl Harbor on Decenber 7, 1941.

Cerman

Diffcrent, howevor, was the life of the German prisoners of war in
this canp, Their!s vas a vory active and cventful one, l.escrilzh:g' thoir
camp life, I would first of all like to speak of it in a general and then
in & specific waye.

The Geneva Convention referred to above specifies that prrisoners of
war should be fed, clothed and housed free of charge Ly the delaining povie



ers Just as tlielr owm mon are foed, clothed and housedy and should receive
a small daily allomnce of 10 cents far personal uscel And T will say that
our goverment strictly adhered o this mle of the Geneva Conventions In
fact, up to the time of the unconditional surrender of Germany on May 8, 1945,
many were of the opinion that they were treated betber than owr American boyse
Afber the uncondlsional surrender, however, and especially after the news snd
the pictures of the horrors and atrocities porpetrated in varicus concentra=
tion camps within Germany were released o the American public, owr govern=
ment upon public demand greatly reduced the food rations of the Cemman prise
onerse In fachk, it ves cub dowvn to such an extent that it wams hardly sufe-
ficient for those prisonors that vere reduired to do heavy mamal labar,
Turthemore, the Geneva Convention speclfies that all prisoners of war
could be used for labor, excepting the officers and the dlsabled, and were
to be paid a sbipulated anount as agreed upon Iy the WO respective poie
ers.? And we did use the labor of the prisoners, We had them work in their
orm compounds, on our grounds, in mess-halls, in kitchems, in work shops,
in warehouses, in the hospital, in the camp garden and in flelds outside
of the camp, TFor work done in and around the camn, they were paid by the
govermment at the rate of 80 cents a day, while for work done in the field
outeide of the camp, they were paid iy the farmer at the rate of $4.80 a
day. The worker received 80 conts of it, while the governnent retained
the {1400 for its expenses., And here, too, I am happy to say, o govern=-
ment and camp officianls strictly adhered to the rules and regulations of
the Geneva Conventicn, at least up to the time of the sudden collapse of
the German axmy. After that all prisoners of war, including the officers,

1 Geneva Convention, July 27, 1929, Title 2, Che 2, Art. 11, 12
2 Geneva Convention, July 27, 1929, Title 2, Che 5, Arte 23, 27
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wore reruired to work, IS vas argued that the Genova Convention agrec-
nents no longor were binding afber ithe defeat of Gemany,

? Ther worlking hours tho Cermen prisoners of war spent their leisure
blme in varions wnyse Ieing athletically-ninded the majority of thom nabe
ey Gool an active paxt in sporbs, thelr favoriite sport being foobball,
played on the crder of our soccor, Others would spend their time in vaiie
ing letters to lowved ones at home and near relatives in this countrye
Others again spent their leiswre time in reading and studying verious
books and mazezines, both in Corman and in Tnglish, made available to
them in their libraries, Taily newspapers, various kinds of magazines
and thousands of books were rlaced in tholr libraries covering prectically
every subject, including religion, Deing an intelligent and a progrossive
pooplo, hund-eds of them a®tended nigni classes, Fach compound conducted
e yopular school in which wiversibty courses were offered to the studentse
The president of the main school was a foranr faculty —omber of the T
vorsibty of Ierlin and most of the teacher: iwere universiyy graduates.
Tovors of music — and thoy had some very accamplished mmusicians in Uhiclix
midst - spent their idle noments in playing the piano, the organ auxi cther
instrunents. Some of thom even camposed their owm music, They also it
ganized a synmphony orchestra of sone 50 pieces and gave regular concoris
on every Sunday afternoon, playing some of tho mest difficullt compositions
mastorfully and beautifully. Lovors of fine arts rainted the most beautie
ful pictures of people and of outstanding sceneries, whilo still othexs
occupied their time in making various kinds of toys and articles fron every
source available, Indeed, tho life oftheeemanprisomi's of war as cur
canp TRS, gmmal]yapealdng, a vory active and eventivl one,




Speaking of their camp life in a specific way, I of necessity will
have to divide them into two distinct groups — the Hazi and the anti=
lazi,

Hasis

Tho Nazis as such were exceedingly proud and arrogant in their gene-
rel behaviour, From their very infancy, it secms, they were brought up
with the idea that they (the Cerrmans) were really a superior people, in
fact, that they were the very best and the most intelligent people in the
world, TVhen you came in contact with them, they would not only make you
fecl inferior to them, but would even tell you so in a typical Mazi fashe
ion, And because of their arrogance and superiority complex, they were
very hostile tormrd vs and everything American, That will explain why
it was just these boys that cavsed us all the trouble we experienced in
our camp and why they were so destructive and wasteful of owr property
and goxis, Deliberately did thoy often damage and destroy omr property,
steal tools and other American goods, and shamefully weste our water and
foode

Dt they were not only hostile toward us and things American, but
especially so torard the anti~llazi in their own midst, Tiords fail me to
- properly describe the vicious and destructive attitude talin and shorm
by the Hazis toward the antifazis, In their opinion there wes not a
more detestable creature in the wordd than a man in their om midst, who
mawwdomemwmmammmmm
Nazi party, Such a person, in their opinion, was not only a shameful be=
trayer of their beloved Fatherland, but was also worthy of the most cruel
and ignominicus deathe And as soon as a fellowGerman would act anti-




Yazl or would say samething unfavorable of Hitler and the Iezi party,

he would immodiately bLe reported io the Mazi gestapo in the camp, placed
on the blacle~llat, and abt the eavliosh opportums time, zonorslly in the
carly morning hours vhen everybedy was asleep, pat to death in a mosh
cruesone and rerciless camar, Thoy would zenerally <luab or stab then to
deathe To lmve ad a mpber of cases like that in our canp. TFor instance,
rie prisonew was overheard saying somebhing sovewhat favorable of things
American, and by the next morning he was a dead corpse, having been mole
cileszly tecaten to death with olubs, Anothor naon mads the gtatens:

T an afraild that Dltler made a nistalke by baving attacked Tuscia," and

iad it not Lcen for the Jast thinking and asting of owr Anerican guards,

thic man would have undouvtedly met the seme falee And so we could go on
sharing the extrere hatetul and destructive spirit of the true Hazis over

apaingt the anti-llnzis, as it existed in our camp, bubt 1lst "his sufices
Anti-lanis

The anti-liovis were an onbively differont group of men, | These wore
not trained and cducated by HAtler and were, therefore, more demceratic
in oepirit and friendly tomard us. Thoy were vory coopexetive and help-
£l o us, in fact, co nuch so that ot Uimes it was very diffionly {o rea~
lize that they were reelly our enexiecs in ware, At the sawe tine, how
ever, they heted and wore very fearful of their fellow-prisoners, the
Yazis. So groat was thoir hatred against the lazi that they wished then
forcver destroyed, and thoir fear of then so great that thoy spent nany
glocpless nichts while at the campe Sone in their fear and amdisly wore
even driven to commib mﬂ.c.ide_. What & relief 1t vas to then when JOIw=
nany £inally surrendercd and Nasiisn was crushed! For the first tine in



about twelve years they could now again live a normal life and be -
afraid of the terrinle curse of lasiism,

Such e the size, type and life in the Prisoner of Tar camp in
Hearne, Texase In the next chapter I shall speak on the persomel of

the camp,e



The Parsomnel of the Camp

In speaking on the personnel of tho canp, T azain would first 1ilke

50 touveh upon ihe Anoxicen and ihon on the prisonor of wmr personnel,
fAmorican

The fmerican persomnel was made up of two classes - the civilian
mersomel and the miliieay persomel, The civilian persomnel, nunbeor-
ing about 75, congisted of men and women oubside of the awmy, who did
nostly clerical woric 5: the various offices of the cem, These were
crployed and peid by 5:;1'.;.- Givil Sexvice departmont of our counbry to re—
Licve the critical manpover shortaze within the amy, Uowever, eftoyr
the cessation of hogbilities this mmboxr was greatly reduced and the

worle again taken cvor Ly availabdle nmilitary persomnel,

The militavy persomnel of the canp mumbered all the we- “rom 1100
dovmy %o 300 oifigers and nan, AL the beginning of the canp in June of
19/3 our govermment nade 50 olficers and about 1050 enlisied men avail—
allle o us %o orpganize and ca@xry on the work of the camp, i after the
wowl vms pronerdiy organifaed and thines were »wming along emoobhly, the
Anorican persommel wac craduclly medired ' the absolube mini=w of 300
offlcers and men, At tho head of the camp was a full Colonel, who was
responsilble for the entire work of the camps A Iioutenant Colonel vas
at the head of tho prisoners of war, while 2 lMajor was responsitle for
the Americen militery persomel, And these thiree officials wore assist-
ed in thoir work by various department heads and their assistants, who
wore Ceptains and 1lst and 2nd Licutonents, And these again were assisted

in their work by a competent group of non=commissioned officers and of the



necescary mmber of privates, £z alvrsady indicated in the previovs chape
texr, the American military rersonnel wme nade up of varions tipes of nen,
They cone froma all walke of life, e had doctors, lamyers, banlers, poli-
sicians, Imgeiness ren, railroad ren, miversity cradnates, hish school grade
vates, gvamar schocl gradvates and Tlliterates, rich and poor, old and youngs
Some of these were very reliclouns, thile othors amain were not. Speaking of
velirion, “the mreatest mmmber of thenm were Catholic, 2 noodly mmbor Prologe
tent, end a fow Jowich, vhile akout 10' claimod no church affiliation at all,
Jananese

The Japanese prisoncr of wmr peorsonnel mmbored sabomdt 500, Tro were
conrissioned officers, 72T non-comrissioned officers and the rest were pri-
vates, As is natural will: the Japanese poople, practically 211 of then
vore saell in stabture, everaging no more than five feet in heipht, Un~
like the Gomans, they did not appear very stronz and healt'y. Mozt of
then appeared to be very simnle and ignorant, I vms told by one of tha
Fnglish-speaking Japanase oflicors (only a very fowr of then conld speak
Fnglish), that cducation mms not encouraged in Japan and that the aver—
are child does aot atiend school nore then six years, And in roligious
natters thay, too, v v2ry immomant, Armroximately 95: of the Japanese
prigoners of wer abt our camn vere either E}lﬁntoists, worahinping the
Enperor as their Cod, or Muddhists, worshipping Puddha, while only 55
of them belonged to some Christian clurch, That a challence to our IiiSe
sonri Symod Imtheran Churchil

Cerman ;

The German prisoner of war rersomel far owtrmabercd Ghe Japancste

In fact, this wes chiefly a Cexman nrisoner of war campe The muaber of



German prisoners varied from time to time, At one time we had as many
as 5000 and then again as few as 3000 German prisoners of war, The
average munber, however, was about 4000, And these were either Hazi or
antie=liazi, Since thero was absolutely no way of telling who was a Hazi
and vho was not, it wmas very difficult to estinate the mmber of Hasi
and the number of antis=liazi at our camp., As closely as we could deter=
mine, hovever, we had approximately half and half - 2000 llazis and 2000
anti~ilazio,
Nazis

First let ne spoak of the Nazis, These were all very educated,
strong and robust men, And thoy were also very young mene. Only a very
for of then were over 30 yoars of agee, The reason for that wass Those
over 30 years of age were still trought up under the Hindenburg regime,
while those under 30 years of age were brought up under Hitler and the
lazi partye Tlmtwﬂlezp]ainrdw:pracﬁcaﬂwalltheymmgermnin
Germany are Hazis, while the older ones, as a rule, are not, and why
theseyaungermntogaﬁharwithmofthsdder'mas,mtheotﬂcm
in the German army, while the oldor ones, generally speaking, were note
Hleving been trained by Hindenburg these clder ones were not entrusted
with leadership, hrbplacad:lnsmh{nait:lmswhemthsyem]ddom
harm to tho cause of llaziism, And, as describod in the previous chapter,
these dyed in the wool Hazis were a most arrogant class'of people, su=
perior in bearing and contemptuous of everybody else, Religlously they
were pegan and fanatic, which leads us to a brief discussion of lasiisnm
and its philosophy of lifes \

What I will have to say on this will be taken from two different
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suurces; first, from what I have heard and learned myself in my cone
vorsations with the Fazis and the antisNazis on that subject, and
secondly, from a lricf document on: "Der Kampf des Christentum's in
3 Relch", written at my request by Pastor Guemther, who befare the war
was a Lutheran minister in Germany, but now a prisoner of war in our
CaIpe

Haziism

The Lirth of Naziism, it seems, dates back to the dark and critie
cal days that followed the dofeat of Gormany in World War I, In the
early 20's, as wo will recall, there were extremely difficult tinmes
in Germany, She wmas poverty=stricken and there mas wide-spread nger
and starvation throughout the land, Economically and financially she
was on the verge of bankruptcy, Religiocusly she was wavering, And in
view of those existing conditiaons the peopls of Germany were clamoring
for a changzee To ease the sitvation and to Ining Germany back on her
fest again, various parties sprang into existence in different sections
of the land, each advocabting a different policy, Chief of these parties
were the Social-Democratic, the Communistic and the National=Socialistic,
now knotm as the Mazi partys And each of these had a great fallowing
from the cutset, However, in the end the Nazl party, headed by Adolf
}ujblar,meeammcm'pomlintheaemnammtmaahmm
tician, won out and the pecple by the millions were flocking to its
side,

Here we may ask: Mihat was Hitler's policy that so many Germans
supported?® Stating it hriefly, let me say that it was based chiefly
upon REVENGE, Although beaten by and forced to surrender to the Allics
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in 1918, the people of Germeny and especially the leadors of the MNazi
party had never conceded defeat, The signing of Wilson's famous fours
teen points on Hovember 11, 1918 was nob the end of the war, but only a
temporary armistice, as far as thoy wore concerned, Ioing Ayrians in
blood they f£elbt that they were superior to any other people in the world
and, consequently, wero rightfully entitled to be the masters and eventual
rulers of the world, HNow with that idea in mind Hitler and the party
deaders proposed to the people that thoy all unite and iuild a powerful
Cermany undor the leadership of fitler, several cabinet members and the
Neichsitage Citles and villages wore to Le rebuilt and modernizZed, face
tories erected and var materials of every conceivable type mamfacturad,
super-rigitays and railroads constructed tiroughout the length and breadth
of the counbry, soldiers trained and a most powerful army, navy and air
farce built and various other irmrovements madee Everything possihle
vias o be done Lo assure Cermany of a decisive victory over her enemies
and of her final zoal, the eventual domination of the world, Thai,
stating it hriefly, was the policy of Hitler snd the Mazi party, And
this policy made a tremendous impression upon the rank and file of the
Gerran peoplo and gained overvielming support in all sections of Germany,
Now to carry out this policy and o accamplish this goal, the people,
first of all, had to be united in thls supreme effort, To accamplish
this a systenatic progran of propaganda was carried outs The peopls were
told privately in their daily contacts with one another and pulilicly in
speaches da:l:l.veredbylaad:!.ngadvoua'pesofthe Hazi party that they really
were o m:parior'pqopla and that they, therefore, were rightfully entitled
to rule the world, Also the radio and the press were used to iring this
«l8=



thought across to the people, This same propaganda was carried on in
the different schools and universities of the land, That was the first
step talken to unite the people in the all~out effort of eventually cone
quering the world, Next, Germany also had to become a strong nation
physically. To achieve that end a well=balanced diet was prescribed

to every individual, especially to the children and the coming generae
tion of Germany., Then soldiers were trained and a large powerful army,
navy and air force was bullt secretly, Factories of various types were
erected throughout the length and treadth of the country and var ma-
terials of every conceivable type were mamifactured, Super highways
and railroads were constructed and many other things done to assure

then of their final goal, And due to all these activities better times
naturally were returning to Germany and many other people were Joining
tho partye Of course, as could be expected, not all people of Germany
johmdinﬂﬂaall—outeffwbofavmhmld«nﬁmﬁmmrtheenbﬁe
world, Thore were still a great many broadminded and sensihle people
left, who conld not see eye to eye with the leaders of Nasziism, To

win these people over to their cause the Nazi leaders gradually began
to force them into the party system with false promises and also with
threats, ébeywemtﬂdt!mt,uthsymmammlmmmdmﬂd
help them achieve their goal, they would some day hold prominent positions
in the party and would be permitted to take part in the ruling of the
world, but if they would not join the movement, thoy would lose their Jjobs
and their prestige with the people. Fearing opposition to the cause and
a possible threat of overthrowing the Nazi party, a gestapo systen =

a secret police system -~ was formed within the party to watch the people
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end, if possilile, to scare them into the party. Concentration camps were
also builb and people threatened to Le cont there unless ticy would fall
in line with tho principles and purposes of Naziism, And, sad to say,
nary of the non-cooperating poople of Cormany were sent to the concentrae
tion cenps, vihore thay were not only shamefully mistreated bub many also
tortured to death, I had many occasions to speak with men, vho had boen
thers for tho above-mentioned reason, but had then changed thelr mind bow
cause they had been shamefully mistreated and threatencd with death, The
Tenn of Ghese concentimiion campe and the constant watching of the gestew
po had drivon pany rillions more; Gacugn wndllingly. 4 the camp of Hae
ziism, Germany simply bad to succeed this time and so everything possible
e done to achieve thi.a end,

™it ooy in facy already in the early yeers of liaziism, the leaders
of the rarty found that there vas a truly grect obstacle that was hindore
ivz tie: in their all-out effort for world supremacy, aia hat wWas UliiSe
tilanilye Christianity taught a systen of mmility and brotherly love,
viidle Naziism preached haughtiness and contempt for other people, Somo=
thing had to be done to remove this obstacle, HNaziism had to stay, so
Christianity end the belief in tho teachings of the Zible bad tc goe In
fact, Christianitcy had %o be rocted out of Gormay foreverel Ibretofore,
Christianity had nover vrought any real blessing bo their land, It ac are
gued, Eub how to stamp out Christianity, ws the grea’ quonhion, :Filer
and his colorts did not want e repetition of Rome,? where "the Hlood af
the martyrs became the seed of Christianity®", Hitler and the mombors of
the party were clever enough to realize that, if thoy as a nation would

1 Guentners "Dor Kampf des Christentums im 3 Relch"
2 QGuenthers "Der Xampf des Christentums im 3 Reich"
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openly attack Christianity, close churches, and forhid the people to wor—
chip their God, they would not only meet with great oppositi from withe
in and thus hinder tholr forvard movement, but would also axcuse the sus—
picions of other people and bring the wrath of the world domm upon them,
To avoid 211 this and still accomplish their ovil designs, thoy set out
in a quiet and underhanded vay slowly and gradually o Toob oub Chris=
tianity in their midst., In private and in public, in the press and over
the radio, they began to belittle religion and to ridicule the idea of a
personal bolief in a living Godel There, after all, was no Cod, they saild
te the peoples And if there was a Cod, then He certainly was not a2 loving
God, as the scriptures taught and the pecple believed. If e really was
a loving God, thay rcasoned, then He certainly would not have permitted
the CGerman people, who werc a good and a superior people, to lose the war
andthrowﬂmiubosmhatmﬁbhstateofpmrtyinfdﬁqhﬂmymw
found themselves as an aftemath of Yorld War I, Vhy then believe in such
a God? That's nonsenso, thay said, If we want to be a superior people,
as we really are, and eventually want to be the masters of the world, then
we rmst forget all about Cod and place our confidence in Der Fuehrer and
in his philosophy of life, Next, they began to condern the Jews for hawe
ingmbbedthmn;astlwysaid,ofpracticallyultheirmalthandpro-
perty aftor the conclusion of the last war, And since Jesus was a descend
ent of the Jews, they also began to conderm Him and His teachings as found
in tho Bible, Vhy be so foolish and read the Bible? they would say to the
pecplee 1o have often been told here in America that Hitler ordered all
the Ribles to bo burmed and his book: "ldein Kampf® substituted in it's

1 Guenther: "Der Kampf des Christentums im 3 Reich”




place, tut that was not true, True it is, the people were at first en=
couraged to discard the Eible as an ancient myth and accept the teachings
of Naziism, as fourd in "lfein Kampf", but the Christian people within
Gerneny, especially the older ones, refused to do thate There were still
qQuite a mumbor of them, I should have said millions of them, that believed
mﬁhetruaeodofthasih]amﬂmaesuacmﬁstasthe&vimmofﬂl
markind, Iater on, however, as I was told time and again by the CGerman
rrisoners of var at our camp, both HNazi and antieilazi, Iiitler not only
publicly denounced Christ as a Jew, bubt also issued a special decree in
which ho forbid the reading of those portions of scripture, which spoks
of Christ and the Jewish people., That covered the entire Old Testament
scripture and much of the New Testament scripture, including the writings
of Paul, which certainly did not leave much of the scripture to read,
Lot me make this plain, these parts of the Bible were not confiscated,
but only condermed and forbidden to read, And the members of the Hazl
party, now mumbering in the millions and having the upper hand in Gere
nany, fully and completely subscribed to this decree of Hitler, whom
they idolized as a God and worshipped as the Saviour of their fatherw
land, Peoplo found roading the Bible were nmaturally viewed with sus=
picion, considered ecnemies of Iitler, and placed on the blackeliste
Churches were left open and people pemitted to warship, as before, bub
as time went on it became increasingly more difficult for the Christians
to go to church and quietly worship their God, They were watched, ri=
diculed and even persecuted by the members of the Hitler youth, who
wore sent to the churches on Sunday mornings for that very purposes
Preachers were watched and listened to, If they would say anything
g e



contrary Lo Der Fuehrer and the Nazi beliefs and practises; they would

be forced to resign and threatencd to teo sent to the concentration carm,
And many faithful pastors, who refused to yield, were actually sent to a
concentration canp, including Ilenceller, and some were never seen alive
azain.,l Othor ways of the Fazi party to romove Chrigtianity oc a threat -
to their evil designs wores® ALl religious schools, including theological
seminaries, were ordered closed and the Christian boys and girls as well

as the theologlcal students were obliged to attend state-controlled schools,
where the Nazl poison could be instilled into the hearts and ninds of the
Cerman youth and fubure ninistors of the clurchy parental authority had to
coase anxl religious training of the childiren in the hames had to be discone
timued, since, according to another special decree by Hitler, the child no
longer was the property of the parents; bubt of the statey all youth and
similar organizations within the clmrch had to be abolished and pure civil
organizations under the combtrol and supervision of the stale wore formeds
church people could nob hoid any public officess oubtside religious gather-
ings were strictly forhiddens the printing of religious literature was no
longer tolerated and putilishing houses wore all closedy the radio was not
to be used in any vay for.the furtherance of Christianitys and the Chris-
tians everywhere were openly varned to forsake thelir Christianity and join
the Hazi party, Thus, Hitler and the leading advocates of YNazi~Germany
taied desperately, though unsuccessfully, to stamp out Christianity as an
obstacle that stood between thom and world domination, That was the Nazi
philosoply of life - God and eternlty was forgotten entirely and man was
dreaming only of supremacy and happiness in this world.

1 Guenther: "Der Kampf des Christentums im 3 Relich®"
2 Cuenther: "Der Kampf des Christentums im 3 ReichM
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llowr mony of these devout followers of Hitler, well~trained in the
Nazi philosophy of life, we also had in our camp = highly educated men,
but disgustingly arrogant and extremely irreligious and fanatical, That
will explain their hostile attitude towmard us and their destructive aoc=
tions tomard the anti-ilazis in the camp, Even some of their om clergy-
nen, who should have hpheld Christ and the cause of Christianity, do=
nounced true Chrristianity and preached Heziisn, . They proclaimed Hitler
as the Saviour of Germany, and whosoever belisves in him and works for
hin, shall not perish from the face of this earth, but have an abundant
life in the future Germany, which eventually will extend over the emtire
world, A shame and a disgrace to the name of the Christian ministryl

Antimilazis

Howr about the persomnel of the antiwilazis in the camp? As already
stated at the begimming of this particular section under discussion,
the mmmber of antisllazis at this camp was about 2000, They were the
older men trained under Iindenbwrg and most of them were educated by
Chrigtian parents and teachers, Though not quite as highly educated in
samﬂarlramlnaasmthem_azia,ﬂnymmsmamm-
tellipent group of mene One would £ind no i11iteracy among eny of the
prisoners, as often is the case in America, Not being members of the
parw.thwmhmﬂlvmoﬁwmiwwsmﬂww- In general, they
were a good high=type group of men, friendly toward us, but bitior to=
vard the Nazis, That, however, doss not mean that they were all reli-
gious men, in fact, only a small percentage of them were, The main
reason for that was:s Because of the religlous conditions at home, many
" of these otherwise good Gemmans had also fallen on the wayside, Prace
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tically all of thonm wore baptized and confirmed either Catholic or Tro-
testant, yeb only & very snell percentage of then still confessed Chris-
slaniins,  They were nob opposed o the c¢hurch and Ghristianity, tub had
only bocore callcused and indifferent in things spiritusl, Heziiss had
alne fuecceccnd in getting thom ammy from Christ, And still thors were
sorwe, pozsibly sbout 107, that were just as sincerc and devout in theis
Christlan beliefs as their fathers and mothers were at home, and in meny
cases much more so than I found it among our boyse With their owm cyes
they had ceen the curse of Haziism at home and here at the camp and that,
I beliewve, mads them e:sbremely loyel and faithful to their God, And that
was parbicularly tho cese wiih iy~ Protestant chaplain, I had the privi-
loge of reading many of his sermons and ofton heard hin preach, and I
will ooy thabt all theze seimons were heart=cearching, conforting gospel
sermons delivored in a most solemn mamere Here I wish to add also timt
onon: those anti-lazis, I had two Cod=feaiing and conccionbious youn: uen,
who during thelr stay in the canp resolwved bto dodicabe the resh of Meir
life to the servico of the Loxd and thus lLelp their fellom=counbryic: o
again come out of‘their spivitual darkness and help lexd them back wo God
aund their eternal salvalione With that sincere intent they cecided ime
nediately viile yeb in camp to Legin studying for the Holy Hnistry with
the fervent hope that some doy they mey be alile to complote their studies
and enter the holy ministry, And T an hapmy to say that in the yeerts
tine theyr took up the sbudy of theology at the camp through a corrosscnds
ence course with our faculty in Ste Louis and under oy personal diroctlon -
and supervision, both of theso consecrated young men successfully cuw

pleted the study of Picpor's logmatics and Fuerbringer's '"Einleitung sum
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Alten und Veuen Testauent", and o3 tie tinme of thelir dopariture from the
caup they wewe Dusily cngaged in the study of the Greek and Mobrew lan--
guages, How Testarant xegesis and Chureh Hstory. May Ced lead both of
thiese staunch supporicrs of Christianity and valiant soldiers of Josus
Christ into the holy ninistyy ot cone fubture date and may thoy both he

a great YWossing to the German nation! That is ny hope and dailyy prayer,




CHIAPTER IV
Our Work in the Camp

Hy work in the camp was of a two=fold nature = religious and milie
tary, The religious wrk, of course, was the mxin works And as the
only chaplain in the camp, I was responsible for the religlous work of
the entire camp, whother American, Japanese or German, Catholic, Pro-
testant, o Jewish,
- Religious Vork

The religious work among the American personnel tms carried on in
the same manner as in any other army camp, I conducted regular Protes=
tant services in our little camp chapel on every Sunday norning for the
entire Ameiican Iiersmmel. These were of a general nature, although
the sernons preached were sirictly Luthoran, That, homever, does not
mean thet all the men ationded them, Only my Luthersn men and such
Protestants that were interested in religion attended these services,
The Catholic boys attended their omm services, which Ly special permise.
sion were conducted by a neighboring priest, and the Jewish boys were
served by a neighboring rabbli, Holy Commmnion for cur Lutheran boys
was celebrated in a private service conducted by me while the Protes-
tant boys attended Commmion in their respective torm churches, Then
I also conducted Rible and cmf:l.n_mt:‘l.m classes, carried on mission
work, performed marriages and turials, and the like and especially did
I lock after the spiritual welfare of our Lutheran boyse

But not only was I responsible for the religlous work among our
om men, but also for the religious work anong the prisoners of war,
both Japanese and German,
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The religious work among the Japanese prisoners of war was colw
tainly very difficult in view of the fact that I wes not at all famile
iar with their languapge. Icou:l.ﬂnotspeakmrunderstand their lane
guage, and they could not speak and understand mine, And the few in-
terproters avallablo were barely capahble of speaking and understanding
the simplest Fnglish, All that I could do then was to obtain and dis-
tribute Ribles and various religious literature among these prisoners,
As for conducting religious services for then, I was fortunate in se-
curing the services of an American chaplain from one of ocur neighboring
camys,vmomtmﬂymabwnamlmdipaapnn,mmomoaewad
as a missionary there for over twenty years, and who, therefore, wes
capable of handling the Japanese languagey He was a fine Christian
man of the Presbyterian faith and his preaching was very fundamental,
Under iy supervision and direction he conducted services for these
spiritually Hhlind Japanese once a mcnth and also took care of their
other spiritval needs,

Dut different it was with the religious work among the German
prisoners of war, I could speak and understand their language and
they mine, And so fron the very begimning of this camp in June of
1943 I did carry on the religious work among these prisoners, For
about a year I conducted three regular German services for them an
every Sunday morning in the recreation=halls of the three different
compoundse Regtﬂatimsofthamnpdmnobperm.tmtgcmm
joint service., The first service was held at eight o'clock, the se-
cond at nine, the third at ten and then my regular English service
for our American personmel at eleven ofclock, To give me ample time
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to converse with the boys after the service and to go from place to
place for my noxt service, ﬂmr;a services naturally were short, 1ashe
ing only avoub thirty-five mimites each. The German Intheran Hyrmal
published by our Cuncordia Publishing House wms used for the singing

of the hyms and tho sermons preached were strictly Iutheran gospel
scrmonse I, furtinoviore, distributed Imh'ada; of German Bibles and
liew Testamouts, prayer—vooks and obher roligious literature, such as
lLer ILutheraner, ‘German devotional booklets and tracts of varicus iypes
to thems This reading matorial was also placed in grea’ quantities in
pubiic places, such as the hospital, library and reading-1oon, where
they could be easily foumd and rex?;d bty the prisoners. I also made row
gular hospital visits and on such occasions distributed religious rcade
ing material., Iiealizing the great need, I also tiried o carry on miSe
sicn work among these prisonorss I Lirdied to gain new end regein old
souls for the kingdom of heaven, Ioly Communion vas also celebrated
Ifron time o time, but given only Lo such, who were previcusly exom
nined and who had fully subscribed to our Imthoran confessions. BPurdie
als of the prisoners were alsco conducied by me -~ seven in all, iarw
riages, of course, I periormed none, yet. mmerous narriages did taks
place within tho confines of the prisoner campe These were marriages
by proxy and were genorally performed iy the highest ranking Nazi pro—
sente Onomdayal&nthazawasamsanmiagoperfmmmeofﬁelw
individual pr:i.somr;a with their German Fraeuleins at homee legal pa~
pers mado oub and signed by the girls at home binding them to their fue
fure husbands were on this particular day publicly presented to tho
twelve respective grooms, the usual questions "illt thou have e %0
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be thy wedded wife" was asked by the officiant and answered by the ine
dividuals, the papers binding them to their wives thousands of miles
away were signed Ly the groonms in the presence of witnesses, and then
the master of ceremonies would pronounce them husbands and wives in

the name of Hitler and the Cerman Reiche During the entire ceremony,
howmever, no reference was made to the religiocus side of matrimony bind-
ing husbands and wives togother ":ill death do them part", no prayers
were spoken and no blessings of God pronounced, It was strictly a civil
affair, as practised at home among the Nazis, At the same time that
‘these twelve marriages were being performed in the quiet of the prison
canp, a similar legal procedure vas in progress across the ocean in the
presence of witnesses and in the homes of the warious brides living in
Germany, And at the end of the day twelve more couples were happily
married and were now looking forward to the time when they would be re=
united and permitted to live together in the bond they had made betwixt
thenselves some years before.

Such was my religious work among the German prisoners of war during
oy f£irst year in their midste In the second year my work was slightly
different duc to certain changes that had boen made in the spring of
1944« Acting upon my request, the War Department had now sent me two
German prisoner of wvar chaplains, one a Catholic and the other a Pro=-
testant, to assist me in my religious work among the German prisonerse
These were two fine Christian young men, well trained in the scriptures,
brave soldiers of Jesus Christ and titter ememies of Naziism, And fron

- that day on ti1l the closing of the camp, I worked among them only in a

supervisory capacity, while these two chaplains carried on the actual



work, I made all the necessary arrangements for their sarv:‘l.cas,_ supplied
‘them with all. the necessary material and equipment for their work, can—
sored thalr sermons ly request of owr camp officials, held regular meete
ings with the chaplains and discussed religious work in general with them,
holped then solve difficult problems that arose in the camp and served as
a go-betwvoen between them and the proper authorities, It was purely su-
pervisory work on my part, while the two chaplains held the services, con=
ducted Bible classes, administered the sacraments, did the mission work,
distributed religions literature, buried their omn dead, in short, they
perfomeci all the ninisterial functions of a fully ordained clsrgymans
And thus we worked together in close harmony until the closing of the camp
on December 31, 1945.
1H1itary Work !

bBesides the religious work, I was also expected to take part in tie
military work of the camp, but that, of course, on a much smaller scale,
Just as any other chaplain in an American army canphndtospand some of
his time with his men in the camp and out in the field, oI:, too, had to
be with my men part of my time and attend to paper wark in the office,
And then, when after the final defeat of Germeny axi Japan our govermment
instituted a re-education program in all our prisoner of wart camps, Shov
ing then the error of their way and trylng to change their way of think-
ing and living, I in a small measure assisted in this work, : The chief
work was done by specially trained American officers andmans,whomof
Cerman descent and knew the language and the nature of the Geman people,
while I served only in the capacity of an advisar, especially in the field
of religion amd Christian ethics, Films and pictures of the crimes and
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atrocities perpertrated Ly them in their concentration camps, especially
German, were shovm to them, magazines and papers showing and describing
the same awful scenes were distributed to them in wholesale lots, lec-
tures on American history, our form of government and the American way
of life were given to them, open forums were conducted at which time
various things of national and international impartance were discussed,
amd occasionally religious services were held Ly their owm chaplains
over a loud-speaker system so they could be heard by everyone, Also
sono of the anti-llazis and leading advocates of a democratic formm of
governnent toock an active part in this program of re-education,

Thus I, as chaplain of the entire camp, for over two and a half
years carricd on tho religious and military work among the American peiw
sonnel and the priscners of war, both Japanese and German, And the re-
Bults - the fruits of our labors? Of that I will speak in the next chap-
ter,
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CHAPTER ¥V
The Frulte of (e Tabors

‘poaling of the actual rosulds achieved will be nost difficuls,
as I had ne way of judging vhalb wo accemplishade All that I cen do
is nercly cipross my opinion on the visitle results,.

imozican

Tha relizious recults ochioved with the American persoimel seemed
not any oo ancoursginge ot being confronted with any irmediate dan~or
of death, &5 wore our boys on the front lines, many of our officers and
nen serc nob% very rmeh inbercoted in religion end in our religiocus work
in the camp, Tiven though repeabedly invlted %o the services and urged
to attend, net only lzr me bub elso by the ofi‘i.:;ars of their respective
wnits, the pmajority of the men remained avmy from the services, Scene
Ingly they were too preoccupied wiith the things of this Llifc. vhether
or not tlgy 2eod thelr "ibhlos and the roligious magazines and tracts
that T handed out to them from time to time, I, of course, camnol tell,
Judging from remarks heard hexe and thewo, I am inclined to telisve that
at least gome of the boys read them, However, there were & mmbor of
officers and men of various denoninations that did attend the services
quite rogularly and shoved their Christianity in their daily lifa, 4and
especinlly was this the case with our Iatheran men, I an happy Lo say
that they not only attended my services regularly, but also pariook of
the Lord's Supper with due frequoncye They also did some rission work
by bringing othors to the services, Reclamaticns and coniirmations I
had some and religious interviewe I had many, Quite a mmber of the
boys came to me and privately discussed their religious problenms with



me, Inpbisms there were nono.
Japanese

The resulis of my religlous wark smong the Japanese prisorners of
var were very encouraginge And here again I must speal only of the vie
sible results, The monthly services conducted by Chaplain Vim licIlwaine
of the prisonar of war camp in Humtsville, Texas,were very well attended,
Cut of the 500 Japanese priaoners,' present in the camn, we had an average
attendance of about 300, However, that does nob mean that they were all
intorested in the tme religion., As pointed out in the second chapter,
approximately 957 of these were Shintoists, while only about 5% expressed
their preference for the Christian religiom, It could, therefore, not
bave becn thoir great desire for the preaching of the Word of God that
brought them out to these services in such great mmbers, In oy opine
ion it was nostly curlosity on their perte Bub may that be as it will,
wirile at the services everyone present listened very attentively to the
sermons anl it appeared that the preaching of the gospel made a profound
impression on the majority of them, And while sitbing there and watching
the expressions on their faces during the services, I often could not
help tut think of the words of the apostle Paxl in Romans 1, 16 that "the
gospel of Christ is a power of God unto salvation unto everyone that be-
lieveth", and was fully convinced that the Wiord preached "shall not re-
turn unto Him void" (Isa, 55,11). Some of it certainly will take root,
grow and "bring farth fruit mect for repentance" (ilatthe. 3,8)e Those
that could read, diligently vead the Bible and other religious literature.
They also read it to others, who could not read, On several occasions I
even found them discussing the things that they had read, I am mention-
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ing all thesec things to shor that there was a certain ancunt of hunger
mé thirst for thae gospel of Christ ovident among the Jépamse, vho had
never had an opportunity befare to hear it, and that this fact should
nove our clurch o send missionaries to this spiribtually blind and ro=
ligiously ignorant people,. 1

Since the Japanese prisonors of var were in owr midst only a shorb
while after the unconditional surrender of thoir home=land, it will ale
most be impossible far me to give any ld.nd of an opinion on the military
or polidical results achieved Uy our program of re-education. It secmed,
however, that many of then were quite favorably impressed with ocur democra~
tic form of e;ovoz.-man-a, our freedom of specch, our system of education and
with things American in goneral,

Gexman

The fruits of our religious labors among the Geman prisoners of war
were somewhat discouraging, Of course, here again I can speak only of the
things that I have observed, And what have I observed in ny religiocus
work among the Germans? [Mirst of all, I observed that the attendance at
our services at the very beginning was mmch better than later on, Then
the German prisomers of war first arrived at ocur camp and I first con-
ducted services for them, the attendance vas exceptionally good, in fact,
it wvas far beyond my expectations. Out of the 5000 Cemman prisocners ab
the camp ~ and let us remember that about half of them were Catholic =
some 1500 attended my first services in all three compounds, This une
usually high attendance was undoubtedly due to two rhings, first, they
had not been in church for many years and secondly, they were anxious to
hear what American chaplains had to say in religious things, Aamu-‘
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pocted, thic high abbendance :racually began to dwindle, From Sunday
%o Sunday there was & nobiceable decrease in attendance, Yet - and
that was remarkable, I-thought - the attondance for quite some time

did not drop to below 800, Tor a good many months ve had an average
attendance of about 1000. EPut then all of a sudden, in fact, in a
wockts time, the attendance dropped f£rom 1000 to a mere hand=-full of
nen, 20 to be exact, Wiy such a sudden change? At first I could abe
solutely not account for this very sudden and enormous drop in aticnd-
ance, but upon close investigation of the matter, I soon found the
reason for it, The first prisoners we had in the canp wore tho older
ones, the anti-llazis, and such that were "brought up in the murture

and adnonition of the Lowd" (Ephe 6,4)e They naturally were still
quite spiritually-ninded and intercsted in religion, whils the lazis
were note They wore enemies of Christ and of the'Clnistisn religion,
floir during that particular .week a mass transfer of prisoners liock place,
Approximately 3700 of my mti;;ﬂazi prisoners were transferred to another
carp, and in return we received about that Same mmber of dyed in the
vicol llezis, Vhen the following Sunday came, these Nazis and eneries

of Christianity naturally did not atiend the services and they also
threatened. the others not to goe Deing fearful of the consequences,
nany of the anti~ilazis naturally @éid not comes Only a little handful
ignored the threats and came, To me this sudden turn of events nmatu-
rally was very discouraging and disheartening, Undisturbed, however,

I went on and worked even harder than before, Regular services were
contimed as usual. I visited the boys, spoke to them of things spire
itual, and kept on inviting then to attend my services, And I em hapny
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to say that at the end of my first year's service in the camp, the attcnd=
ance gradvally rose to abtout 35 por Sunday. The same thing happened in the
Catholic services.

Then in the spring of 1943 came the two German prisonor of var chap=
lains and tie bulk of the religious work among the prisoncrs was turned
over to then, And the frults of their labors? Although they both worked
very zealously and mniliringly in the Iord's kingdom, the results at first
were about the same, The attendance at their services improved slightly
and tho Protestant Eible class, conducted by their owmm chaplain, was at—
tended a little more falthfully, tut, in general, there mms no noticealile
improvement, ‘aptisms and confirmations there were none cduring tle en=
tire time that T was at the camp., TiB reason for that, however, wes ob-
vious. It was the pra?tiso in Germany that prastically every child torn
vas immediately Inpt:l.z‘éd and later confirmed, either Protestent or Catho=
lic, and so we had no occasion of haptizinz nor confiming anvone, Recon-
versions and reclamations there wore a few, comparatively speaking, The
Rlble might have bean read a little mm_anﬂ also the religious tracts
that were handed out to then periodically, but otherwise there was not
mach of an improvenent noted in the life of the prisoners after the chap-
lains had token over the work, They seemingly were not interested in ths
Christian religion, And so it went until May 8th when Cermany surrendered
unconditionally to the allies, Then, all of a sudden, there was a marked
difference in the attitude and behaviour of the priscners. Church attend-
ance improved greatly, morve interest in the Bitle class was shom, there
was a greater domand for Hibles and other religious literatwre, The rea=
son? Gemany was beaten, tho dream of laziism crushed, the spirit of the
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Tazis brolon, anbi-Nenilen rejoicod and regeinod the uppor hand, and a
great mmy of the boys, hoth Nazi and az{ti.-l-!azi., again began to think

more eornestly of Ced and the Christian religion, Tho anti-Illa%is no long=—
er feared %o go to church and sore of the Masis, with all their trust in
Mitler gone and their hopes of world domination shattered, were again will-
ing to put Hieir trust in Cod, The rest, however, romained just as bitter
against God, if not even move so, than befores Cod again, they would say,
has turned ogainst en and, consequontly, thgy refused to have anything
further to do with Min, Bub stlll, trusting in God's pronise that "iis
Viord shall not roturn unto Him wold" (Isa. 55,11), T am confident that the
religious sced we sowed among the Cerman prisoners of war, whether lMazis
o anti=-llazis, publicly in our semons and privately in other ways, has
trought forth at least some fruit unto etemal 1ife, perhaps even a great
deal more than I imagine, Iternity elone will revcal that,

‘That about the fruits of ow military or political labors among the
Ceman prisonors of war? And when I say OUR milltawy o political labors,
I a» not thinking so much of the small part I played in helping in the re=
ecuveation mrogran of the government, bubt of the work done in general by
the officials of the camp in that respect. Considering the fact that this
pregran was carried on only foar a fow months, I am of the opinion that
the results were surprisingly good, When the filns and pictures of the
atrocity camps in Cemany were publicly shomm to all the German prisoners
and vhen they were given descriptions of them in magazines and daily pa=
pers, many of the Cerman prisoners, including a great many of the Nazis,
were sinply horrified and specchless at the terrible crimes and inlnman
treatments camitted by Hitler and the leading advocates of the Nazi pariy
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as hone, ™e grentest mumber of the prisoners — and I talked to a rreat
namy of then concorning this mathor « had abeolutcly no knowledge of such
brutal treatments in e verious conconbration camps, They knew of the
existence of ilen, tut nobt of the nature of these camps. And the resulit?
Tundveds of thom turned against Naziism and resolved to retuild postesmr
Cermany on extirely diffcrent principles, Postemar Cormany was to be
bullt on a sounder and a mome humane foundation, And to that end hune
dreds of the Cerman priscners, including many of the Hazis, regularly
atlended the re—cducation clasces and the open foruns to study and dise
cuss the futwre Gommanye And T an sure thab many of them went away from
the canp with deflinite ideas ond opinions in their ninds as 4o vhat part
thoy hope o play after their return home in the creation of a new and a
bebior Cermany, Othors again remained arrogant and nazified to the very
endy £illed with anger and hatred ageinst ue, and still imagining thenm-
selwes to be a superior pcople,

Those were the fruits of owr labors, both religiovs and nilitary,
at the prisoncr of wor camp in Hearno, Texas, as I observed them,
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CHAPTER VI
Conclusion

liow the cemp is closed, the prisoners of war have returned to their
home=land, and I am cut of the service and back home with my loved ones,
4nd as I an sitting hore and an leisurely thinking of the work I as well
as other chaplains have done among the priscners of war in this country
and abroad, tho thought naturally comes to mes; "ihat possible effect may
our work have on a post-tmar Japan and Germany®? And of that I would now
yet like to speak briefly in the conclusion of this thesis,

Post=liar Japan

Personally, I feel that the religlous work done by us chaplains
anong the Japancse prisoners of war should have a great deal of influe
ence on post-var Japane dJapan proper was and still is not a Chnistian
nation, For centuries the people of Japan have been groping about in
spiritual darimess and wore told to worship the Emporor as their Cod,
Horr the emperor no longer is the sole ruler of Japan and the God of
their'nation, as formerly believed, In fact, Hirohito even admitted
%o his people recently that hs as not a God, Haturally the people
are confused and disillusionsd at the present time, wondering who their
God ise liow here at our camp as well as in all other Japanese misoner
of var camps hore in Amorica, these prisoners have heard and read about
the true Cod and of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world, And when
these prisoners got home, religious matters will ‘certainly also be dis-
cussed, And when they are,I feel confident, that same of these prisone
ors will come out boldly for Christ and advocate the Christian religion,
They nay serve e.aa:l.eavan,wlﬁ.cl_l!.nﬂw course of time may leaven the




whole lump. Great things may come out of the little religious training
these prisoners received here in America during their imprisonment, Out
of the little mustard seed sorm here, God, in dus time, nmight develop a
large tree with branches extending throughout the length and bLreadth of
the Japanese empirae, And, I believe, that right now vhen religious con=
ditions in Japan are at a stand-still; we could greatly assist the cause
of Christianity in that Jand, if we could and would send a great many
missionaries to that countiy. To that country seems to be ripe for
& bountiful harvest at the present time, when the people of Japan know
not vhich way to turn religiously.

The same thing also secms 10 be trme in political matters, Politi-
cally, too, she is standing at the crosseroads, and the little training
vie have been abls to give these prisoners in democratic principles and
in the American wey of life is bound to bear fruit and bring these demo=
cratic ideals to the attention of their people at home, Certainly, much
good could como also of the political work we did among the Japanese
prisoners of war in this country.

Pogt=7ar Cormany

Howr about postewar Gemmany? Iy hopes there are not as great as
with Japan, I am confident that the religious work we have done among
the Gemman prisoners of war was not altogether in vain, in fact, I feel
that it may have a great deal to do with the re-~Christianizing of poste
war Carmany, However, the religious conditions within Cemany at the
present time are different from that of Japan, Japan nover had the gos—
pel, while Cemany dide And since Germany already had the gospel, I
fear that she will not so readily accept it again, Their religious days




are over, I am afraid, Then %00, the Cermans are already blaming Cod
for having lost both of the last wars and are, therefore, very bitter
against Him and the Christian religion. Even in this country we had

a very difficult time convincing the prisoners of the value of Chris-
tianity, how much more oo will it then be in their home=land during the
ceritical years that will surely follow her as a result of this devas-
tating var, And in view of these things I do not believe that these
few Christian men we had in our Geman prisoner of war camps will be
atle to accomplish much in religious matters after their return homs,
Of course, therc ave still nillions of good Christian people left in
Gemmany, viho together with these prisoners of war will diligently fos-
ter the cause of Christianity in posterar Cermany, but even then it
seanms to me that the odds are still too overmhelningly against them,
Haziism has already ruined too many German people spiritually, Yet,

I believe, that some good will cortainly came out of the religious
work we dld anong the German prisoners of war, And especially will
this be the case, if the American churches in general and oumr Iutheran
Church in particular will put forth a concerted effort in helping them
to reestatilish Christianity in their country, I do not advocate sende
ing missionaries over there, at least not many, for they will not re-
ceive them in the proper spirit, As former encnmies, the Germans as
such would look upon them with suspicion and would, therefore, not co=
operate with them, I am here not thinking so much of the Christian
people at of the rank and file of the Cermans, But what I do recom=
mend is, first, to befiriend them in these difficult post-war years Ly
sending then food and elut,.hingand other materials and thus help them




geb Lack on their feet, and secondly, to sand them thousands of good
religious and theological Looks and poriodicals, especially to the
clergy, and nillions of dollars in money to help them rebuild and
ercct new churches, schools, scminaries, and publishing houses, A—
nother effcctive way of helping them reestablish Christianity in thoir
country would be Ly building a large radio station somewhere in Cermarny
over which the gospel of Jesus Christ could then be preached unto mile
lions of their people at one and the same time in thelr own languvage,
This would undoubtedly accomplish mmuch more for Germany spiritually
than anything else we could do for her, lay God in liis mercy make our
bhearts willing to thus help Germany save herself from utter spiritual
ruind

And politically T also hold very litile hope for post-tmar Cermany,
and thet in spite of all our training and re-educating them in our pris-
cner of war camps. Surely, our vork along those lines will not e en—
tirely in vain, tut vhat will these fow, comparatively speaking, te
alile to accamplish against such overwvhelming odds? Truo, Cermany vas '
defeated and Haziism crushed, tut do not forget that the spirit of
laziism s%ill 1ives in Gemmanye And I am afraid that in the yeavs to
core, laziism will again raise her ugly head and gain the upper hand,
If not Haziism, then some other ism that will be just as dangerous and
detrinental to the peace of the world as Nasiism was. ly prayer simply
:lsa!.!w(:—ociin!ﬁ.slova quide and direct the hearts and minds of the

.German people in the creaiion of a new, respectalilo, peace-loving, and

Christian post-war Gemmanyl
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