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CUAPEER TI 

Trbroduction 

Realizing that wars ceuot be won without Ged and to give om men 

in the uniform an cpportunity to worship while amay from home, om govern= 

ment has always advocated a Chaplains Corps for its amy. Already in the 

Revolutionary Wax some 170 years ago, Ceneral George Washington called up= 

on the clergy in the eastern cities to go owb to the American troops ard 

to preach to them, pray with them and to offer spiritual advice and come 

fort to then, Also In the Civil. War, in the Spanisketmerican War and in 

World War I, wo found muy chaplains serving t the armed forces of our coune 

try. And especially was this the case in World var IT, just concluded. 

Statistics shor that on Yd Day, September 2, 1945, there were approacie 

nately 10,000 chaplains of all denominations serving ow country either 

4n the army, the navy cr in the air corps. of these, 235 were of our 

ISssouri synod Lutheran Church,? and I was one of then, 

Wy I entered the Chaplainey 

T shell never forget how the Lord led me into the chapiaincy,. Ale 

reaty months before Pearl Harbor had I been zecomoended for the chaplains 

cy by my district president, the Reverend W, E. lomenn of Tancroft, le= 

brasil, and encouraged to do so by many brethren in the ministry. Yor 

auite somes time I had given the matter serious consideration, but could 

never fully resolve to leave my congregation and to join the Chaplains 

Corpse, Then came February 2, 1942. It was on a Monday morning and I 

yas working in the studye Suddenly, without any special reason at all, 

I turned on the radio and the very first voice heard was that of a man 

{the Army and Navy Chaplain, Ont coe iomalies 1945, De 13 
2 The Lutheran Chaplain, Gepventer I9A5Ss De 1 

owl 

E
e



from tho Chief of Chaplains Office in Washington, speaking of tho dire 

necd of more chaplains in the United States army and pleading with the 

ministers of all faiths, if at all possible, to join the Chaplains Corps. 

This made a profound impression upon ng, ‘Thy did I tune in on the radio 

just then this man was pleading for more chaplains? Was it mrely a coine 

cidence?", I kept on asking myself. I again began to give the matter fur= 

ther consideration, but still I could not decide to join the chaplaincy. 

Then came the anmel Pastoral retreat in Omha, That tas exactly a weelk 

datere And at this meeting I vas again approached by ny district presi 

dent and asked to reconsider the matter in all seriousness, This I pro- 

mised to dog Needless to say, serious and prayerful days follomed. I 

again discussed the natter at length with ny wife and with a goodly mm-= 

ber of friends and brethren in the ninistry. For days and weels I thought 

about the matter and prayed most earnestly for divine guidance. Finally 

I did come to the conclusion that it mst be the Lord's will that I enter 

upon the chaplaincy and applied, However, it was not until July 18 that 

I was ordered by the Yar Department in Washington to proceed on active 

dutye 

Time and Places Served 

During the three and a half years of my chaplaincy I served the fol- 

lowing time and placess 

1. From August 1 = September 17, 1942 at the Port of Enbarkation in 

Tt, Mason, California, right in the heart of San Francisco; 

2. Fran September 24 < February 13, 1943 with the 457th Antieiircraft 

Tettalion in Camp Hulen, Texas; 

3. Fron February 18 = ilay 4, 1943 with the 6th Regiment at Fte Loe 

  

 



Clelian, Alabama; 

4. From May & = dune 5, 1942 T attended the Chaplain School at Hare 

yard TnlversiLty in Cambridge, Massachusetts s 

5, ind fron “me 8, 1943 until my separation fron the service on 

Jexuare 27, 1946 L served as Camp Chaplain of the Prisoner of War Camp 

in Hearne, Texace 

A Genorel Description of a Chaplain's tork 

The work of a chaplain in the United States army, generally speaking, 

is of a threo-fold nature — religious, nilitary and comunity. 

Religious Work 

The religious work, of couzse, is the chief and most important work 

of a chaplain, This he carrics on in practically the same mamer as he 

vould do it in a civilian congregetion. le conducts rogular services — 

general services fcr his entire comand end particular services for the 

men ané women of his orm church - teaches “ble classes, administers the 

sacranents, does mission work, confirms, werforms marrizges and buriricy, 

distributes religious literature, makes calls, conducts religious anc 

other interviews and tho lilo, And all of this strictly according tu 

his convictions and beliefs. To do this work 2 chaplain generally is 

furnished with a chapel, fully equipped with an altar, pulpit, organ, 

and pows, and with an office completely furnished with a desk, chair, 

typewriter, phone and all other necessary material. le is also given 

a conpetent assistant to help him in his works! 

Military Work 

The military work, which cones second in importance, consists ciiefly 

I” if 16-205, The Chaplain, April 21, 1941, Chapters 4-9 

=   

  

 



o£ paper work in the office and of daily association with tho men of 

his particular unit. fe is emected to spend as much of his tine as 

possiile with then, showing interest in then, nazching with then, speals 

len, anc enceuraging them, These things are to be done chief 

iy Zor the purpose of building and keeping up the morale of the manel 

Commmity Worle 

The commmity work, thich cones last, is done outside of the army. 

As chaplain he is not only responsible for the men and women of his par 

ticular organization, bet also for the families of the military persomoel,. 

lie is to show interest in then by visiting them fron time to tine and tale 

caro of their spiritual needs. tec is also to keep the people in the neigh= 

borheod posted on the worl: of the camp, particularly the religious work 

As tine and opportunity presonts itself he, therefore, will proach in 

nelghbering churches of his faith and lecture before various church groups 

and civil organizations. He will make calls on neighbo:ring ministers ond 

cliy officials in order to keop up a good relationship ssiieen the comp 

and the co:mmity. 

Homover, since most of my time was spent in e Prisoner of Wer Comp 

here in Amewica, I would now like to speal of that work in particula:'. 

T iii 16-805, the Chaplain, April 21, 1941, Chapter 10 
2 ‘BI 16-205, Tho Chaplain, April 21, 1941, Par. 59,60,86-87







  

  

are over, I am afraid. Then too, the Germans are already blaming God 

for having lost both of the last wars and are, therefore, very bitter 

against iiim and the Christian religion. Even in this country we had 

& very difficult time convincing the prisoners of the value of Chris— 

‘tianity, how much more so will it then be in their home=land during the | 

critical years that will surely follow her as a result of this devas= 

tating war, And in view of these things I do not believe that these 

few Christian men we had in our Geman prisoner of war camps will be 

atile to accomplish much in religious matters after their return hom, 

Of course, there are still millions of good Christian people left in 

Germany, who together with these prisoners of war will diligently fos= 

tex the cause of Christianity in post-war Cermany, but even then it 

seems to me that the odds aro still too overwhelmingly against then. 

Naziion has already ruined too many German people spiritually. Yet, 

I telieve, that some good will certainly cane out of the religious 

work we did among the Germa prisoners of war. And especially will 

this be the case, if the American churches in general and our Intheran 

Church in particular will put forth a concerted effort in helping then 

to reestatlish Christianity in their country. I do not advocate send= 

ing missionaries over there, at least not many, for they will not re= 

ceive then in the proper spirit. As former enemies, the Germans as 

such would look upon them with suspicion and would, therefore, not co= 

operate with them, I an here not thinking so much of the Christian 

people but of the rank and file of the Cermans. fmt what I do recon- 

mend is, first, to befriend then in these difficult post-war years by 

sending then food and clothing and other materials and thus help then



  

get back on their fect, and secondly, to send them thousands of good 

religious and theological books and nerLodicals, especially to the 

clergy, and nilliona of dollars in money to help then rebuild and 

erect new churches, schools, seminaries, and publishing houses. f= 

nother effective way of helping them reestablish Christianity in their 

country would be by building a large radio station somezhere in Germany 

over which the gospel of Jesus Christ could then te preached unto nil- 

lions of their people at one and the same time in their ow lanzuacee 

this would undoubtedly accomplish much more for Germany spiritually 

than anything else we could do for here May God in iis meray make our 

hearts willing to thus help Germany save herself fron utter spiritual 

ruin} 

fing politically I also hold very little hope for post-srar Germany, 

and thet in spite of all ow training and re-educating them in our pris= 

oner of war camps. Surely, our work alongs those lines will not be m= 

tirely in vain, but what will these fov, comparatively speaking, be 

alle to accomplish against such overwhelming odds? True, Germany was ; 

defeated and Haziism crushed, but do not forget that the spirit of 

Haziisn sti11 lives in Germany. And I am afraid that in the years to 

cone, Nazism will again raise her ugly head and gain the upper hand, 

If not Neziism, then sone other ism that will be just as dangerous and 

detrinontal to the peace of the world as Naziiem was. ly prayer simply 

is: lay God in His love guide and direct the hearts and minds of the 

.Gezman people in the creation of a new, respectalile, peace-loving, and 

Christian post-war Gemany3 
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