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-
III. Graoe 

Nowhere in the De.vidio Psalms do we find a clear-4eftal• 

t1on, comparable to the great passages on J'Uat1t1oat1on ill 

'the Epistles of aUl., of the dootrine that •n 1• •T•4 'b7 tile 

graoe of God alone, through faith, wl tbout warka ot any kind. 

Certain passages, on the oontrery eeem to ieaoh the groaaeat 

form of work rightecusnesa, oe:::-:...clnly ao when Uken ou, or 

their context, or when viewed independently ot thereat or 

the Psalter.lo Careful and unbiased e:J:8irl1nat1on or all the 

passages dealing with man's salvation, -however. reTeala 'Ule 

perteot harmony between these .Psalms and the New Teatamen,, 

on tbe wtter of aal vation. 

A. !!!!, Hope 2! 8al va tion. 

Uln•s hove for salvation rests aolely on God.--the Co4 

Who is gracious, meroi:t'ul., good• longauttering, f'ull ot ooa• 

pasa1on, full of lovingk1ndneaa. 

• •. according to thy meroy remember thou • tor 
tb:y goodness• sake, o LORD. (25,7b.) 

For thou, Lord art soot; and ready to f'orgi"; 
and plenteous in mercy un all them that oall upon 
thee •••• 

9ut thou, o· Lord. art a God tull ot oompaaato~ an4 
rrao1ous, lo~sutter1ng. and plenteaua 1D meroy !!! 
ruth. 186. ~.) 

Have mercy upon me. o God• a@oording to thy loTigr 
tindneea: aooord ing unto the mul t1 tucle ot thy tender 
•rolee blot out my t:rensgresaiona. (51.1.) 

10. er. P• sa rr. 

_) 



The LORD is meroit'Ul and graoloua, •loy ~ •!I!!'• 
~ plenteous in meroy. 

He wlii notalwaya chide: neither will he keep hla 
anger tor ever. 

He hath not dealt with ua atter our •in•; nar rewrt­
ed us aooording to our 1n1qu1tiea. 

For as the heaven is high &be>Te the earth, so great 
1a his mercy toward them that fear hilll. 

As tar as the east is trom the west, ao tar bath he 
removed our transgression• ~om ua. 

Like as a father pitieth his obildren, 11<> the LORD 
p1tieth them that fear him. (103,8-13. of. e,2-,1 lS,D; 
63,3; 103,1-2; 138,2.6-8; 139,17-18; 145,8.) 

God has revealed Himself to man aa a Goel ot m.ero7. 

He made known his ways unto Moses, his aola unto 
the ohildren of Israel. 

The LORD is merciful end graoioua •••• (103,7-8. of. 
E% 34,6-7.) 

l.tln resta his hope ror salvation also on the taithfulneaa 

and truth of God. 

Remember, o LORD, thy tender meroiea and th7 lov1ng­
kindnesaes; for they have been eTer of old. (25,&.) ---

Into thine hand I coD1Dit DJ.7 •p1r1t: thou hast re-
deemed 2, o L<ED ~ !a! truth. ( 31, 5. J -

Ir, as has been shown, man 1a a1ntul and God 1a bol7, 

• 

1 t would be a strange paradox tor man to rest bla hope ror 
aalTation on God •s righteouanesa.· To be oonslatent, man must 

appeal to God. 

Enter not 1n to judgment w1 th thy aer•nt: tor 1n 
th7 sight shall no man living be Juat1t1e4. (143,a.) 

incl 7et, Ter)' strangely, the Paallll1at doea appeal al.ao lo 

Oocl • a righteousness ror hie aal wtion • 

• • • del1nr me !!! thy righteoianeaa. (31,l.) 

• • • tor thy righ teou•n••• • sake bring my soul out 
of trouble. (143 911.) 

Judge me, o LORI) rq Qo4, aooo:rdiy !2, lhl rlpt­
•ouaneaa; •••• (35,24.) 



De11"Yer me t'rom bloodguiltineaa, 0 Ood, tlaDu oot 
ot my SD.lvatton: and my tongue shall aing aload or !!!I. 
right~ousness. (51.14.) 

By terrible things in r1ghtecnaneaa wilt · thou 
answer us. o God ot our sai va\ion; •••• 
(65.5a.) 

• 

Bow it is possible for a man who bas no righteouneaa or h1a 

own. yet to be deolared righteous by a rlghteoua Oo4, la ,he 

great mystery of' revealed rel1.g1on. The aolu~ion 11h1oh tble 

Dav1d1o Psalms give is presented in this obapter.11 But 

the mystery reroo.1ns. 

From the passages quoted in the preo,ed 1ng paragrapha, 

it is clear that the salvation ot man depends not simply 

on one attribute of God• but on God in the tulneaa or Bl• 

Deity. All His attributes enter into the sal"Yat1on picture. 

In Psalm 40,10-11. we have a oomposi te piot~. sal'"-tion 

11 ascribed to the righteousness and taithtulneaa or Ood, aa 

well as to His mercy and graoe. 

1 ·bave not hid thy ri~teouanesa within 1117' heart; · 
I have declared thy tel\ ruineas and thy aal"Yation: I 
have not concealed thy lov1ngk1ndneaa and tb7 truth troa 
the great congregation. 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies t'rom me, O LCIUl: 
let thy lov1pgkin4nesa and tbi tru\b continually pre­
Mr"Ye me. - , 

In pa.sages in which the appeal 'tor aal w tion .1• 1io Go4 '• 

name, this truth 1s also reoognized; 'tor the nama or Go4 1a 

nothing more than God in Bia total aspect, aa Be has re"Yeale4 

Billael't to man. 

J.Por lbJ name•s aake, o xam, parclon m.1.ne 1n1qu1t7; 
tor'"'Tt a great. (15,ll.) 

11. er. und~ Mese1a~, Chap. III• C. 



B. 

·• 
For thou art my rook and my torhe•; llaeref'o" 

tor thz ?lame 's .!!15!. lead me , and gu14• ••. ( 81 ,a.) 
Quicken me, o LORD, tor thy name'• aakll: •••• (1,a,11.) 

Be restoreth my soul: he leadeth me 1n patba of' 
righteousness for his name's sake. (23,Z.) . 

Salvation,~ Matter~ God'a Righteous l"Uc1S,ent 

God is a r 1ghteous J"udge. Thie 1Dlpl1ea a atandarcl of' 

holiness against the baokground ot whioh God .,i.ewa the oon-

duot or men. It implies the inn1table oondenmation anc1 

punishment of all tba t does not conform.; and the re•rcl an4 

defense of all that does. 

The LORD shall iwt~ the people; Judtr me p O LORD, 
acoordi"ngt'o my rigliteousnesa, and aooor ng~ m1ne 
integrity that is in me. . 

••• the r15rteous God tr1eth the hearts .and re1na. 
My defense s of God • which eiiith ll!, uprf'p\ Ii 

heart. · 
God judgeth the righteous(!!!. rigpteoua ~udge)l& 

and God 1s angry with the wioked nery clay. '1,8-11.) 

But the LORD shall endure tor ever: he ha th prepared 
his throne tor Jud~~nt. · . 

And he slii!l ~ \be world 1n r~temwaa, he 
•hall minister j g0me~to the pioptt1n uprlglitneaa. 
(9,8-9. ct. vv. 4.16.19.) _ 

For the ri@tS>us LORD loveth rtghteouaneaa; Ma 
oountenanoe doth behold the upright. (11,7.) 

• • • the Judgments or the LORD are true and righteoua 
altogether. (19,9. or. 26, lJ· 36,24; 51,4; 58,11; 
101,1; 103,6. 110,5-6; 143,2. 

In order to · be saved, man must oon:torm to Oocl '• atand­

arcl ot righteouaneaa. That standard, •• we llaTe seen, 1a the 

holineaa or God. (5,4-5.) To aeet auob a atan4arc1 •n 1111at 

be perteot, apotleaa, without sin. 

11. Conoord ia Bible, Margin. 



LORD. who shall abide in thy taberieole? who alaaU 
dwell in thy holy hill? 

Be that wnlketh uprightly, and worketb rlghteo1111-
nessi,•... (15.1-2.) 

As :for me, I will behOld thy fe.oe in r1ghteoua­
.!!!!!!.• • • • (17,15.) 

Who shall ascend into the hill: pt the LORD? or wbo 
shall stand in his holy plaoe? 

He tba t ha. th clean hands; and a pure heart;;. •• · 
(24;3-4.) · 

•• 

Mark the perfect man~ and behold the uprightz ror the 
end of that man is peaoe. (37,37.) 

Let integrity and uprightness preserYe me; ror I wat~ 
on thee. (25,21.) 

The neoess1 ty of being righteous in the . eyes or God :tinda 

turtber confirms. tion · in rrl;lny passages which oontrast the aal.­

vatton of the righteous 111th the destruotion or the wtoked~ 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and hta 
ears, are ope n unto their cry. 

The :f'aoe of the LORD is a~ainat them that do e!!!t 
to out of:f the remembrance o them 1roiii ~eirih~~. 

Evil shall slay the wicked: and jhff tba t bate ~ 
righta:>us shall be desolate (guilty • 

The LORD redeems th the soul ot ·his · serTants: and 
none ot't!iem that 'trust""Tnri!m inalrbe deaoiate(gullt7)13 
(34~15-16; 21-22. of. 7 ,10-11; 68,1-3.) 

Since every man is siDrul, 1-1 no man oan hope ·to meet 

1n even the least degree · the standard or Go4 '• holine••• 

It he 1s to be righteous, that righteousness auat be wroughl 

to:r him by God, and be giTen him aa a tree gift. The P•Jaa 

01ear1y show that this la what bappena; God 1• the souiooe 

or righteousness and sal,etion or men. 

Hear me when I call, o ~ .2! !!l r1ptem••••: •••• 
(4,1.) 

13. Conoordia Bible. Margin. 
1,. c~. Chap. II. 



And he shall bring :rorth thy righteowm••• as tbe 
lebt, ancf thy judgement as the noon4ay. (3,.~.) 

He shall r eceive the blessing trom the LORD, 11114 
righteousness :rrom the God of hisaaI'vilTon- (24,&.) --

For with t ree 1s the rounta 1n of lite: 1n thy 
light s!iaTI vie see light. · (36,9.) 

Sa lva tion belonget h unto the LOFD:.~ •• (3,8.) ---
0 ~ of my s a lva tion. (25,5; 271 9; 51 114-) 

He tha t is our Goa is the ~d or salvation; and 
~ GOD t he Lo r d belong the 1ssues (del1veranoe) 
1.rc:1I1 deat~ T69,20.) 

.. 

The e sse n c e or this righteousness, wbioh Go4 bestows 

upon man, an d u po n which man is dependent tor bis salvation, 

1s the f or e iveness of sin. A great variety of terms and 

expressions are used t o desori be this process, by wbiob ~ 

removes the evil in man, thus enabling mBn to ate.nd again 

in His ho l y pre sence. 

Blessed i s he whose transgression is forsi~en, 
whose sin is covered. 

Blessed i s the man unto whom the Lord lmputeth no~ 
1n1gu1 ty, and in who se ~P 1ri t there !.!. no guile. 4!' , -;--

I said, I wi l l confess my tnl'nsgresiI'on unto the LORD; 
and thou forgaveat the '!. ~ ~-~.u1ty of' my sin. (32,l.2,a5•) 

Have mercy upon me o Goo, aooording to thy loT1ngk1n4-
ness: aooord l ng unto -t he multitude ot thy tender mero1 ea. 
blot o~ my transgressions. 
----Waru1me throughly f'rom mine iniqu1 ty, and 01eanae !!! 
tram my sin •••• 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall .!!!, olean: wash !!!. 
and I sba'IT be whiter than snow •••• 

Hfaetliv Tace lrom my s1na;-and blot ,2!!! all mine in1qultlea. 
'eieate'Tn me a olean heart, 0 God; •••• 
Del1Ter me rrom bloodguiltinesa, O.God, •••• (~1.1-2.7. 

9.10.14. J -
· Who forgive th all thine 1n1qu1 ties: who heale1;Jl 

all t~y dtseesee; 
Who redeemeth thy lite trom deatruotion: •••• 
He will !!2!, a1wa7a oh1d•: nei tber will he . k•p ~ 



~for ever . 
~ ha th not dea 1 t with us atter our ~; nor 
rewarded uaciooordin& to our 1n1g.u1tria. ••• -

Ao far as the east Is f'rom the west, so tar hath 
he removed our transgressions f'rom us. (103,3-4. 9-10. 
12. -

Remember not the sins or my youth, nor my trena-
gresaions: ... 7:-

• •• pardon mi ne iniquity; .... 
••• a nd rorcivo a ll my sins. (25,7.11.18.) 

Enter !!£1 into judgment with thy aerT&nt: •••• . 
(143 ,2.) 

The LORD will not ••• condemn him when he la judged. 
(37,33.) - · 

S1 

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his ser~nta: and 

1ane of t hem that t rust in him shall be desolate(guilty)l.lS 
34,22. of.19,14; 31,1.5; 41,4; 65,3; 86,5.)16 

How then, does man receive this torg1'9'9nesa ot aiD.a and 

salvation from God? It is obvious that not all men are thue 

N'Yed, for the righteous are not repeatedly contrasted w1 th 

the wicked. The difference is not between Israel and the 

Gentiles, for the Gentiles too will be aaved,17 (or. chap. 

III, E .) and not even all of Israel find ealvetion.18 

Nor is the ditrerenoe between ruen, tor, as we have seen, al1 

are sinners, and even the righteous has to ory, "Enter not 

into judgment w1 th thy servant: tor in thy eight ahall no man 

li'Ying be justified." (143,2.) The Psalms show clearly 

\hat man receives righteousness, forgiveness, am salvation, 

15. Concordia Bible, Margin. 
16. I am omitting tor the moment, the dtaouaaion or lhe 

problem, how 1 t 1.a po11aible tor a holy 00d to forgive alna. 
Thia matter will be treatea in the aeo'tion on Meaatab, 
Ghap. III, c. 

17. Ct. ohap. III, E. 
18. C:t. 15, 12:tt. A tam111ar, trusted h'1en4, no 4oubl o£ 

Iarael, betrayed David. 

\ 



• 
when he 1a truly oontri te. oom"eaHa ht• mn.. an4 pi. .. a 

his entire confidence for sal vetion on tbe f'org1Tlng graee o-r 

God. In a f'ew oases, this 8ll tire pioture is paln1ie4 1n a 

single Psalm. The best exar..ple 1a Paalm 32: 

Contrition: When I kept silence, my bones W8%84 

Contession: 

Forgiveness: 

Faith: 

Imputed 
Righteousness: 

old through my r~ar1ng 411 the day long. 
For aay and night thy hand was hea.,. 

upo~ me : my I!1o1s ture 1s turned into the 
drought of summer, (32.2-3~) 

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid. I aa14e 
I will conf'ess my tre nagressiona unto · 
the Lord; (32,5a.) 

and tho,1 t'orgavest the 1n1qu1 ty o'l 
my sin. (32,5b.) 

Many aorron shall be to the wicked: 
but he that trusteth in the LOBD, merc7 
sha~l. compasa him about. (32 1 10.J 

Be glad in the I.ORD, and rejoice. ,e 
righteous, and shout f'or .107 • all 7e \llll't. 
are upright 1n heart. (32 1 11.) 

In Psalm 69, we f'i nd the entire concept in a s1Jl818 Terse. 

verse 32: 

The hum.bl e shal 1 see th tis , and be glad : and your 
heart shall live tmt seek God. ------

j 

The humble are the meek an4 oon u1 te, who no longer• 111 aillhl. 

pride, set up themselves as goda. Thoae who aaek Go4 tU"e 

those who beliew. These people haft lite ancl aa1•iton. 

Paal.m 22,26, is a close parallel: 

The meek ahall eat and be aatiat1e4: they ahal1 
praise the LORD that aeek hill: 7our heart shall 11T• 
f'or ever. (Cf'. 3T;I'e-D; RT S8J 171 9-11; ae.11-a.) 

Contrition, or true humility and sorrow oYer •ta. la 

neoeasary, not beoause 1t 1a e good work upon whloh tile~ 



looka with f'avor, but because it is the only oom\1t1on ot 

the heart which oun turn to Goa tor graoe. 

Good and upright is the LORD: t~retore will he 
teaoh sinners in the way. 

The !!lcl will be guide in Juasment; and the !!!!l 
Will he teach his way. (25;8-9.) 

' 

The"ainners" and the "meek" are singled out 'for guidance 

and for tea cbing , beca use only they are teachable. 

Though the LORD be high; yet hn th . he reapeot unto 
~ lowl1: but the ~roud he knoweth afar ot't. (I!lf;'6.) 

• 

With this i n mind, the grea t passages on contrition are olear. 

The LORD is nigh unto them that are ot a brokan 
teart: and saveth s-.ich a s be of a oontrite spirit. 

34 ,18.) 

Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones whioh 
thou~ broken may rejoice •••• 
-,he sacrif ices of' God are a broken spirit: a broken 
~ B contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
\i.14.~.l? •} 

The man w1 th the "broken heart" and "oontri te spirit" readi­

ly and spontaneously oon1'esses his sins to God. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and rrq sin 
is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only. have I sinned. and4>ne 
this evil in tby sight: •••• (5113-4.) 

I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my scul.; 
for I have sinned against thee. (41 94.) 

For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually 
before m.e. 

For l will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry 
tor my sin. (38,l?-18.) 

The contrite sinner now plaoes his whole ta1th in the 

prolliaea ot mercy, gi -yen him. by Goel. 

I have tainted, unless I bad believed .!2 ~ ;11n,~o4-
.!!!!. ot the LORD in the lan4 ot the living. ,a , • 

How excellent is thz lovingl§indnesa, 0 Goel J theret'ore 



the ohildren ot men__1U!1 t:b81r truat under tile llhadow 
ot thy wings. (36,.7 •. J · 

But I am like a green 011ft tree 1n the bo11• or 
God: I trust in the meroy ot God tor ever an4 ew~ •. 

I will pral'ie~ee for ewr, beoauae thou baat 4o• 
1t.: and I will wa1 t on · tiy name;· tor 1't 1• goo4 .... 
tore thy, saints. (5~8- • )-

And now, LORD, what wait I tor? g_ ho»e 1• in 
thee.. (39 1 'i. ot •. 7,.1;· 25,5; 38,15;--.,o-;r;-m .. r; 
!i!';e; 143 ,e.) 

Those who thus rest their hope tor aal '18t1on en.tire].J' 

upon God have tho t aal va tion. 

But I have trusted in thy meroy; !5[ hea~t 9a11 
rejo1oe-i~y salvation. (13.,5.) 

Shew thy marvelous lovingkin4neaa,. O thou that 
aaveat by thy right hand them which put their truat 
in thee from those that rise up against them~ (17 17.) 

Oh how great is th7 tf;odnesa, whioh ·thou haat J.a1c1 
up for them that tear ee; ihioh thotl l1tlat wrought tff 
theni"'"l'h~rust in thee betore ·the SOIUI Ot aenl ~ 
(31,19:r ~ · - ~ -

For thou, O God, hast heard 117 vows: thou baat 
~ me ~ heritage 2! those tbat tear thl name. 
(6~.r . . 

For thou, Lord. art Good, and readfh:to :rorpv•1 
and plenteous 1n merce unto au them ii' oai P.011 
thee. (86,5; of. O,i ; s1.1:s;1i-1,1 S4,7-lt a-;a.s11 
37,34:.3g-40.) · · 

Men who have this f a1 th, . thoug~ they are ~Dllera, are 

oal.led righteous. 

· The r~teous shall be gla4 1n the I.OBI>• and abal.1 
trust in lm; and all the upright 1n lleari ahaU glorJ',. 
(64-10:1' · •' ' . · · 

· But the sal va ,1011· or t~e: r1gh'teoua 1 a or the 
LORD: •• · ... 

· • ~. he shall dellffr· Iha• hom ,he wiok.. •1111 aaff 
. them~ beoauae ibe7 truat !!· iwa., (3?,St-40. 1 
~ let &l.l. those -that pu, 'their truat !J!. '11N 

N 



rejoioe: •••• let them alao that loTe thJ naae be jOJ-
tul in thee. -

For t hou, LOHD, wilt bllaa the righteous •••.• . 
(~,11-12. ct. 11,1-2; 34 1 21; 32,11; 371 32; 55,22; 
68,3.) 

•• 

Other designa tions are also used to describe thla atate or 
man's reconoil1t1on with God. Man is now aplri,uall.y altTe: 

••• i n hi s f a vour is life: •••• (30,5.) 

He 1s perteot, and upr~ght: 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: •••• 
(37,37. cf. 32,11; 19,13; 11,2.) 

He is kind, benevolent, pious toward God 1"'D TT : 
• "'T" 

••• a nd I will wait on thy name; tor lt ia good 
betore thy saints. (52,9b. ct. 12,1; 31,23; 86,2; 

32,6; 37,28; 145,10.) 

Be is a man set apart by God, holy, 

O tear the LORD, ye his sa ints: •• , , (3',9. or. -16,3.) 

He 1s faithf'ul firm, stead ta st ;TJ 1DN: (of'• 12,1; 
"'T' • • . . 

31,23.) He 1a God's servant,. (3',22; 143,2.) He ia olothecl 
. . 

in the beautiful ga r ments or holiness. (111,3.) 

. -Man does not earn righteousness in the sight ot God by 

his works. Certa 1r:. :!Je gsages, s~m to teach that he doea, 

thet salvation is dependent on man's worlt8, and not on 

ta1th, at lea st not on fa1th alone. 

LORD , who shall abide in thy tabernacle, who aball 
clwell in thy boly hill? 

He the t ~alkath .uJrightly, and worketh rlgb.teouan•••, 
and spe~keth the truth 1n hls heart •• ~ 
••• He tha t doeth these things shall never be m.oY-
•4. (15,l-2;5ti.) . . 

The LORD rewarded me aooordtng to my rlghteouu•••I 
aooord1ng to the cleanness of' m7 bands bath he 29eoompe11-
1ed me. 



For alJ. .i s jUtJt;0ento were before me, •11111 I e11c1 not 
put away h1o sta tutes f"rnm ~. 

I wae aioo upright betore him, and I up1.117•lt fJNa 
mine 1n1~u1t y. . 

Therotoro ha th the LORD reoompenaed • eooorc11ng to 
my r1ghteouoness, aoco:rcang to the cleanneH ot ~ 
hando 1n iii~ eye ::;1eht 

. .., Wltb t.ne n e rc1 ffil thou wilt ahew tb7NU •nlf'llll 
wiih an upri ght IJ18n thou wilt ehew tb711elt aprtsllta 

Vl1 tb the ,.,u r e thou w11 t shew thyeelt 1)11re J end w1 Ill 
the trogard t hou n il t shew tbyaelf rrowarct. 
(18,20•26.) . 

See.rob re 11 o God, and know my heart: try •• anl 
know my t hought s: 

An~ eee if there by any wicked way in me, and l•t 
me in the miy everlasting. (13i,23-2t. ot. 7,&-111 
li,11; 2 4 , 3-6; 26,1-3.6.11-12; 41,12.) 

It is 1mr!ed1c t ely e v1de ;"l t, however, e1noe all these paaaap• 

are spoken by t he believer, whose atns haft been torg1ftn 

through re.1th , t 1et they sre not dtreotly applloa-le '° ,i. 
Pl'Oble of solva t1on . .Pse.l .l 24 is -pert1cul'«rly enl1ghten­

lft6 i n this r e sp c t: 

Who shall a soea d into the hill ot the LOBD? or wbo 
aball atond in his holy piooe? 

He th~t hnt h clea n ha nds. and a pure h~'I 1dlo llt="Ul 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor norn 4 .. etl-
~lfy. . 

Ho ah::lll r eceive the blessing from tbe LOF.D9 and 
r1gbteouanes s f r Qr:1 the God ot his ae lvation. 
(24,~5.J 

Up to this po1nt this gesaae;e closely per•llela P•lm 13. 

Bowewr, ~he very nex t -.erae tells who these people er•• 

who• hands are clean, and whence they haft •a pure hearl"• 

Thia te tbe seneretlon of them tbOt eeek Jt•, '1181 
Hek thy .feoe, 0 (God ot) J"aoob. (24,e. 

•• need not orgue long on this point howner, '1'M 

taot or 1,he matter is,. that, were ealfftlon dependent upoa 

maa•a worka, there simply would be no aal 'Ylltlon: tor 1 t la 



1mpoes1ble for man to save himae~.11 

••• none can keep alive hla own aoul. (281 81.) 

Van has no ciore power over hie aplrltual life ,hall Jal• 

physical existence. Any man who is at all aware of hta 

ap1r1tual condition must cry with David, "111.ne 1D1qu111ea 

are gone over mine head : as an heavy burden thq are .!.!!. 
hea;vy for me~ (38,4.) And with the Messiah he aual 017, 

"i nnumerable evils ha ve compassed ma about: 111.De llllqultl•• 

have taken hold upon me, so that I am able to . look -ups 
, 

ff 

they are more tha n the hairs o~ mine head: therefore !!l. heai-1 

ta11eth me." (40,12.) In ~oh a state o~ to"81 helpleaaneaa 

he then rests his hope on God alone: "But I am. poor ant 

needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art Dl7 help ant 

my deliverer; make no t arrying, o my God." (4.01 19& ?0 1 6.) 

Those who make works a means ot nen•s aal~tlon oon­

oeive of righteousness as a matter of external works. Th• 

Psalms, on the other hand, repeatedly emphaatse tbat right­

eousness is a condition of the heart. 

• • • the righteous God tr1elh the h•rla and re1U. 
My defence is . {\f' God, whioh savetb Ile uprlffl 

.!!! heart. (7,9b-l0.) 

Behold, thou desireth truth in the inward int!•: 
and ll the h1 aden liar~ thou atia'Ii' iiine me to •1-
dom. ('5I';6. cf. , ; 26,2; 139, 23-2'.) 

Without this righteousness of the heart, whloh aan reoe1Tea 

from God by raith, even the saorl:t1oea are u .. lesa. 
. . 

For thou deatreat not saorittoeJ alee wo11ld I g1T9 lt1 



thou delightest not in burnt ottering. 
The •or1fices o't God are a broken apirt,, a -oba 

and a oontrite heart, o God, thou wilt noi d~spl•••••• 
. Then shalt thou be pleased wt th the saoritto•• or 
r1 eousnc-.r "' .,"'"';Itho,ant ol'feri ng and whole burntor-
e:rr ng: ,fie'n s ha ll ·they offer bullocks upon th1De 

altar. (51,16.17.19.) 

I will praise the name of God with a song, an4 will 
magnify h im with t hanksgiving. 

This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or 
bUl.locK that ha th horns ana1ioffi:' . 

The humble shall see this, and b~ gl a d: and 7our 
heart shall liv e that seek God. (6~ 1 30-32.) 

Of'ter the sacrifices of righteouenasa, and put your 
trust lg~~. (4,5 . cf. 40,6.) 

.. 

Even the damnation of the wicked bears testimony to the 

truth, tha t man i s saved by faith alone. Although the w1okec1 

are judged a ccordi ng to, and damned on account or, their work•, 

the pr tmary charge against them appears repeatedly to be ~heir 

unbelief, their r ejection of God. All their w1oke4neaa f'lo•• 

from this source. 

The transgression of the wicked saith w1 thin 181" heart• 
that the re is no f ear of God before his eyes. (36,1.) - --

The wicked shall be turned into hell, a.ml all the 
nations that 'forge t Qg_g. (.9,17.) 

Have all tbf) wol:'kers of iniquity no knowledge? 1lho 
eat up my people as the y eat breed, and call not upon 
!!!!. ~. (14,4; 53.4. ct. 10,4; 54,3; ~4-:,-

Finally, all the passage.a quoted before in proot ot man•• 
total depravity , o~ salvation by grace, o't the forg1vene•• 

ot ain, ot salva tion lihro;,igh faith, all these a ·iilind aa 

added evidence the t the .Dsvidio Psalms teach salve. tion by the 

graoe ot God alone, through te.i th alone, without work• or 
any kind. Work-righteousness oould har dly be L10re eft'eoti "­

lJ, more en1phatical~ excluded. 



.. 
Poaaess1ng the r1ghteousnesa or ftll th 9 •a oaa now api,ea1 

to his own rie;ht oousness for s e.l vation; tor the r1gh,eo11_ .. 

ot faith ntake s. wo r·k ~ of r,.ehteousness 1,osai ble on the pert o~ 

Let 1ntegri ty and u~rightness preserve me; :tor I 
wait on thee. (25, 21 . J 

Jua g e me • o LORD ; for I bave ,..e lked in mine lnteg-
r ity: I have trus t ed also i n the LORD; therefore I ahall 
not slide. · 

Examine me , o LORD , and prove me; try 'flrl re1aa aa4 
my heart. 

For thy l ovin€k1nuness is before mine eyes: aml I 
have walked in thy truth •••• 

I will v,ash mine banes in innocenoy1 •••• 
But aa for me , I Jill walk 1n i;11ne integrity: red••• ••, 

and be merc i ful unto me. ( 26 ,1-3. 68.11.) . 

The LORD s hall judge t he people: judge me. 0 LOm>. 
accordi ng t o my righteousness, and accord 1.ng to mine 
1nteeri ty t h u t is in no . (7.e.} 

The righteousnese of' :fa! th also makes the 1mperteot works ~ 

man acceptabl e i n the s ight of God. 

Let t ho t1o rd s of my mouth, and 1:h~ meditation or my 
heart, be a ccepta ble in thy s;ght, o LORD, m"I atreaan. 
and my redeemer. (19,14.) 

c. The !Jessiah ----............ -
As we have ind1oated20 the pict'Ul'e ot man's aa1-.t1on 1• 

not complete until we find the answer to the qusat1on, "Bow 

0111 God forgive sin without viol.a ting His bollnesa?" 'l'he ana­

wer, ot course, is in t be work of the Messiah. BJ' till• expreH­

ion of hopeful longins for a "salvation out of Zion"• DaTlcl 

lhon that he was f'ul.ly aware of thia missing taotor 1n the 

alyation plan, and t hat be looked to the uesaiah to auppl7 1,. 

IO. Ct. footnote 17. p. 31. 



Oh that the salvation of Israel were . 00111 o•t or 
Zion! when t hu LORD br1ngeth back the captiv1'7 o~ hla 
~eople, J a c o b shall r ejoic€, end !Erael shall be glad. 
{14,'l: 53,6.) 

llor God ,111 s ave Zion ancl \till build the o1 tie• of 
Judah: the t they may dwe1i the r e, and have it in 
possession. (69,35.) 

'lhe contex t i n bo t h of these pa ssageis shows that the sa.lvat1oa 

raterred to is s alva tion f'roill ~in. 

No passage i n the Davidio Psalms tells us olearl7 and 41-

reotly who the Mess i ah is to be. The. t a d1st1not person 1• 

meant is eviden t in mos t o-r the J>assagea oealing with 111• work 

and office. The Uessi ah i~ ole&r l y : ide.ntified w1 th Go4. 

· • •. the LORD bring eth ba ck the oaptivi ty o~ his 
people , ::7. -U-4 , 7 .) 

For Q2£. will save Zi on,.... (69,35. cf. ea,1e-20.) 

Every :pass age , 1 n f a ct~ whi oh depicts the l lessiah as the SaT10Z' 

of Israe l, ident ifi e s Him ,11th God . 'l'his 1s consistent with 

our whole previous d iscussion of sa1va tion as wroU&ht by Oo4 

alone. That t he Me saiah is also man is avident 1n all the 

passages hich c1epi c t Hi s sufferings . Only God oan save; oD.17 

man oan su:t"fer. '11:!le 1'.l!essieh is to eflve by suff"ering. H• 

muat then be both God and . mn. 

It must be grant e d tha t this is, hov~ver, pure deduotlon. 

It 1a val id in the light of the New Testament, ot oourae. llat 

questionable on the ba sis of the Psalms alone; tor 1n· t;ba Paalaa 

,he Messiah as sufferer is not c 1.early identified w1 th t;he 

Meaa18h as savior or as King . 

The incarnation of the Messiah i s taught in Peal.a ,o.a •• 
Pl'011ded that t ~ Septugint translation, confirmed 1n 


