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III. Grace

Nowhere in the Devidic Psalms do we find a clear defini-
tion, comparable to the great passages on Justification in
the ipistles of Paul, of the.dootrina thet man is saved by the
grace of God alone, through faith, without works of any kind.
Certain passages, on the contrary seem to teach the grossest
forn of work rightecusness, cer.ainly so when taken out of
their context, or when viewed independently of the rest of
the Psalter.10 Careful and unbjased examination of all the
Passages dealing with man's salvation, however, reveals the
perfect harmony between these Psalms and the New Testament,

on the matter of salvation.

A. The Hope of Salvetion.

Man's hope for salvation rests solely on God,--the God
Who 18 gracious, merciful, good, longsuffering, full of com=
passion, full of lovingkindness.

sses according to thy mercy remember thou me for
thy goodness' sake, 0 LORD. (25,7b.)

For thou, Lord art good, and ready to forgive;
:ﬁﬂ plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon
ee...‘
But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and

ﬁgaclous. longsuffering, and plenteaus in mercy and
Tru

iruth., {86,5.15.

Have merecy upon me, 0 God, ascording to thy':giffg-
kindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my trensgressions. (51,1.)

10, Cf. p. 35 rr,




The LORD is merciful and cious, slow to anger,

and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide: neither will he keep his
anger for ever.,

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor reward-
ed us scoording to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great
is his mercy toward them that fear him,

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us.

Like as & father pitieth his children, so the LORD
Pitieth them that fear him. (103,8-13. ef. 6,2-4; 13,5;
63,3; 103,1-2; 138,2.6-8; 139,17-18; 145,8.)

God hes revealed Himself to man as & God of merocy.
He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto
the children of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious.... (103,7-8, of,
Ex 34,6-7.)
Men rests his hope for salvation also on the faithfulness
and truth of God.

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving-
kindnesses; for they have been ever of old. (25,6.)

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast re-
deemed me, O LORD God of truth. (31,5.

If, as has been shown, man is sinful and God is holy,

1% would ve a strange paradox for man to rest his hope for

salvation on God's righteousness., To be consistent, man must

appeal to Cod.

Enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in
thy sight shall no man living be justified. (143,2.)

And yet, very strangely, the Psalmist does appeal also to

God's righteousness for his salvation.

ess deliver me in thy righteocusness. (31,1.)

eees for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out
of trouble. (143,11.)

Judge me, 0 LORD my God, acocording to thy right-
M}.ooo (35.24.) )
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Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God
Of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing eloud of thy

right&ousness. (51,14.)
By terrible things ineg%gg%fggggggg wilt thou
answer us, 0 God of our VatlONjeees
(65,5a. ) .
How 1t 1s possible for a man who has no righteousness of hil-
own, yet to be declared righteous by a righteous God, is tpp
great mystery of revealed religion. The solution which the
Davidie Psalms give is presented in this chapter.11 But
the mystery remmins.
From the passages quoted in the preceeding paragraphs,
it 1s clear that the salvation of men depends not simply
on one attribute of God, but on God in the fulness of His
Deity. All His attributes enter into the salvation picture.
In Psalm 40,10-11, we have a composite piecture. Salvation
ls aseribed to the righteousness and faithfulness of God, as

well as to His mercy and grace.

I have not hid thy riﬁ%teousness within my heart;
I have declared thy fa ness and thy salvation: I

have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from
the great congregation.

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD:
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually pre-
serve me,

In passages in which the appeal for salvation is to God's
name, this truth is also recognized; for the name Qf God 1is

nothing more then God in His total aspect, as He has revealed

Himself to man,

For thy name's sake, O LORD, peardon mine iniquity;
for It Ts erost. (25-11.)

11, Cf, under Messiah, Chep, III, C.




For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore
for thy Name's sake lead me, and guide me, (31,3.)

Quicken me, O LORD, for thy neme's sake:.... (143,11.)

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in ;)nthl of
righteousness for his name's sake. (23,3.) .

B. Salvation, a Matter of God's Righteonﬁ Judgment

» God is a righteous Judge. This implies a standard of
holiness against the background of which God vieis the con-
duet of men. It implies the inevitable condemmnation and
punishment of all that does not conform; and the reward and

defense of all that does,

The IORD shall jud the people; judge me, O LORD,
according to my righteousness, and aoeorsl'ng to mine
integrity that is in me. -

see the rigl{:teous God trieth the hearts and reins.
. M{ defense 1s of God, which saveth the upright in
eartc. '

God judgeth the righteous (is & righteous ,z,n_dggllz
and God is angry with the wicked every day. (7,8-11.)

But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared

his throne for judgZmente. :

And he shall !uEE the world _1_!1_%&;29&_[”5' he
8hall minister judg7ment to the people in uprightness.
(9.8-9. Of. VVe 4016l190)

For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his
countenance doth behold the upright. (11,7.)

e« the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether. (19,9. of., 26, 1; 36,24; 51,4; 58,11;
101,1; 103,6, 110,5-6; 143,2,) :
_ In order to be saved, man must conform to God's stand-
ard of righteousness, That standard, as we have seen, is the
holiness of God, (5,4-5.) To meet such a standard mean must

be perfect, spotless, without sin.

12, Concordia Bible, Margin.




LORD, who shall abide in thy tabermacle? who shall
dwelgi in thy holy hill? th 1ght
e that welketh uprightly, end worketh r eous-
ness,.... (15,1-2.) g

As for me, T will behold thy fece in righteous-
ness.... (17,15.)

Who shall escend intc the hill pf the LORD? or who
shall stand in his holy place?
‘x He th;?t hath clean hands, and a pure heartjs.e..
4’5‘4. )

Mark the perfect man, and behold the u right: for the
end of that man is peao:a. (37,37.)

Let integrity and uprightness preserve mej for I wait
on thee, 25,21.)

The necessity of being righteous in the eyes of God finds
further confirmation in many passaeges which contrast the sal-
vation of the righteous with the destruction of the wicked,

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, end his
ears, are open unto their ecry.

The face of the LORD is ageinst them that do evil,
to cut off the remembrance of them from Ghe €arth...

Evil shaell slay the wicked: and they that hate the
righteous shall be desolate (guilty]).

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and 1
none of thew thet trust in Bim shall be desolate(guilty)ld
(34,15-16; 21-22, ef, 7,10-11; 68,1-3.)

Since every mem is sinful, 14 no man cen hope to meet
in even the least degree the standard of God's holiness.
If he is to be righteous, that righteousness must be wrought
for him by God, and be given him as a free gift., The Psalms
olearly show that this is what happens; God is the source
of righteousness and salvetion of men.

( He?r me when I call, O God of my rightecusnessS:e....
4,1.

13. Conocordias Bible, Margin.
14. cr. chap. II.




Ané he shall bring forth thy righteocusness as the
Icht, end thy judgement &s the noonday. (37,6.)

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and
righteousness from the God of his selvation., (24,5.)

For with thee is the fountein of life: in thy
light shall we see light., (36,9,)

Salvetion belongeth unto the LORD:eese(3,84)

0 Cod of my selvetion., (25,5; 27,9; 51,14.)

He thet is our God is the god of salvation; and
unto GOD the Lord belong the issues (deliverance)
from death. (68,204

The essence of this righteousness, which Cod bestows

upon man, end upon which men is dependent for his salvation,
is the forgiveness of sin. A greet veriety of terms and
expressions are used to deseribe this process, by which God
removes the evil in man, thus enabling man to stend again

in His hely presence,

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord gpil_tre_ﬂl_ not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 5'_._1___:4.-99

T said, I will confess my transgression unto the LORD;
and thou forgevest the ii..uliy of my sin. (32,1.2,5.)

Have mercy upon me 0 Goé, according to thy lovingkind-
ness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies,
blot out my transgressions.

'ash me throughly from mine iniquity, and gleanse me
from my sinNe..e.

Purge me with hyssop, @and I shall be glean: wash me
andT'%EaTI be whiter than Snow...e

Hide Tace from my sins, and blot out all mine yniguities.

Create in me a olean heart, O GOUjeees

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 0 Godsesee (S51,1-2.7«
9.15 OI z.’ . . s

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities: who healeth
all thy diseeses;

¥ho redeemeth thy life from destruction:i...e

He will not alwaeys chide: neither will he keep his




anger for ever.
8@ hath not deslt with us after our sins; nor

rewarded us cocording $0 our iniquitieS.ess
\s far as the east 1s from the west, so far hath

he removed our transgressions from us. (103,3-4., 9-10.

12.)

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans-
Sreﬂﬁions: nese

sse pPardon mine iniquityjeses

«ss 8nd forgsive 211 my sins. (25,7.11.18.)

PSR ey

Inter not into judgment with thy servant:e....

The LORED will not... Gondemn him when he is Jjudged.

(37,33.)

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and

31

none of them that srust in him shall be desolate(guilty)lS

(34,22, ef,19,14; 31,1.5; 41,4; 65,3; 86,5,)16

How then, does man receive this forgiveness of sins and

salvation from God? It is obvious that not all men are thus

saved, for the righteous are not repeatedly contrasted with

the wicked, The difference is not between Isreel and the

Gentiles, for the Gentiles too will be saved,l? (of. chap.

III, E.) and not even ell of Israel find salvetion.l®

Nor is the difference between men, for, as we have seen, all

are sinners, and even the righteous has to cry, "Enter not

into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no men

living be justified.™ (143,2,) The Psalms show cleerly

that man receives righteousness, forgiveness, and salvation,

15, Concordia Bible, Margin.

16. I am omitting for the moment, the disocussion of the
problem, how it is possible for a holy God to forgive sins.

This matter will be treated in the section on Messiah,
oh.p. III. c.
% €L, Qhapo III’ E.

18. Cf. 15, 12ff, A familiar, trusted friend, no doubt of

Israel, betrayed David.

__\:
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when he is truly contrite, confesses his sin, and places

his entire confidence for salvation on the forgiving grace of
God. In a few cases, this entire picture is painted in a
single Psalm., The best example 1is Psalm 32:

Contrition: When I kept silence, my bones waxed
old through my roaring dl1 the day long.
Tor day end night thy hand was heavy
upon me: my moisture is turned into the
drought of summer, (32,2-3.)

Confession: I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said,
I will confess my transgressions unto
the Lord; (32,5a.)

Forgiveness: and thou forgavest the iniquity of
my sin. (32,5b.)

Faith: Many sorrows shell be to the wicked:
but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy
shall compass him about. (32,10.)

Imputed

Righteousness: Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye
righteous, and shout for joy, all ye that
are upright in heart, (32,11.)

In Psalm €69, we find the entire concept in & single verse,

verse 32:

The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your
heart shall live that seek God.

The humble are the meek and contrite, who no lonmger, in sinful
pride, set up themselves as gods. Those who seek God are
those who believe. These people have life and salvetion.
Psalm 22,26, is a close parallel:
The meek shall eet and be satisfied: they shall
praise The LORD that seek him: your heart shall live
for ever. (Cf. 34,18-22; 25; 38; 37,9-11; 69,20-33,)
COntritioﬁ, or true humility eand sorrow cver sin, is

necessary, not because it is @& good work upon which the Lord

N Ly ey
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looks with favor, but because it is the only condition of

the heart which cun turn to God for grace.

Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he
teach sinners in the way.

The meek will be guide in judgment; end the meek
Wwill he feach his way. (25,.8-9.?m

The"sinners" ang the "meek" are singled out for guidance

and for teaching, because only they are teachable.

.. Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto
She lowly: but the proud he xnoweth afar offe (138,6.)

With this in mind, the great passages on contrition are clear.
The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken

heart: and saveth such as be of a gonirite spirit.

Make me to hear joy and gladness; thet the bones which
thou hast broken may Trejoic€....
he sacrifices of God are a broken gp_i,_xt‘%_: & broken

and g contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despises
28,17, )

The man with the "broken heart" and "contrite spirit" readi-
ly and spontaneously confesses his sins to God.
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin

is ever before me.

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, anddone
this evil in thy sight:.ee. (51,3-4.)

I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul;
for I have sinned against thee. (41,4.)

For I am ready %o halt, and my sorrow is continually

before me,
For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry

for my sin, (38,17-18,)
The contrite sinner now places his whole faith in the
promises of mercy, given him by God.

I have fainted, unless I had believed to see the good-
ness of the LORD  in the land of the 1iving. (27,18«

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore

L oL SRV R RN SN




the children of men put their trust under the shadow
of thy wings. (36,7.) ‘

But I em like a green olive tree in the house of
God: I trust in the merocy of God for ever and ever,

I will pralse™ thee for ever, because thou hest done
1t: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good be=
fore thy saints, (52,8~0.)

And now, LORD, what wait I for? ho is in
thee, (59',7. of. 7,13 25,5; 38,15;2*0, s 151,3;
.8; 143.80)

Those who thus rest their hope for seslvation entirely

upon God have that salvatione.

But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shail
rejoice in thy sal vetion. (13,5.) '

Shew thy marvelous lovingkindness, 0 thou that
savest by thy right hand them which put their trust
n thee from those that rise up against them., (17,7.)

Oh how great is thy &godness,' which thou hast laid
uﬁ for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for
them that Trust in thee before the sons of men}

131,19.7

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast
%hen me the heritage of those that fear thy name.
»

L] .

For thou, Lord, art Good, and ready to forgive;
and lenteo:minx;erc uno'alltem at oa %
e ieriecle dp S i ol 08 N S e,

» ™ -40.

Men who have this faith, though they &re sinners, are

called righteous.

The righteous shall be glaed in the LORD, and shall
trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall gleory,

But the salvatibn of the righteous is of the
" +e. he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save
~them, because they trust in him, (3?,59-40., '

But let all those thet put their trust in thee

il te s s B




Tejoice:....let them also that love thy name be joy-
ful in thee.
For thou, LORD, wilt bbss the righteousisess .
(5,11-12, cf, 11,1-2; 34,21; 32,113 37,32; 55,223
68,3,)
O%her designations are also used to desoride this state of .
mén's reconcilition with God. Man is now spiritually alive:
sse in his favour is lifei.... (30,5.)
He is perfect, and upright:

Mark the perfect man, and behold the uprightie...
(37,37, ef. 22,11; 19,13; 11,2.)

He 1s kind, benevolent, pious towerd God T OTJ :
ese 2nd T will wait on thy namej for it is good
before thy saints. (52,9b., ef. 12,1; 31,23; 86,2;
He is @ man set apert by God, holy, <ifﬁ"7£2 :

O fear the LORD, ye his saints:... . (34,9. ef.:16,3,.)
He 1s faithful firm, steadfast STIAON @ (ef. 12,13
31,23.) He 1is God's servant, (34,22; 143,2.) He is clothed
In the beautiful garments of holiness. (118,3.)

Men does not earn righteousness in the sight of God by
hls works. Certair veessges, seem to teach that he does,
thet salvetion is dependent on man's works, and not on
faith, at lezst not on faith alone.

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernecle, who shall

dwell in thy holy hill?

He thet wolketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness,

and speaketh the truth in his heart...
++s He that doeth these things shall never be move
ed., (15,1-2;55.7
The LORD rewarded me aceording to my righteocusness;

ao:ording to the cleanness of my hands hath he pecompen=
sed me. e -
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For all his judgments were before me, and I 4id not
Put away his stotutes from me.

I was elso upright before him, and I kept myself from
mine inigquity. _

Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me acoording to
my righteousness, asccoriing to the cleanness of my

hande in hi= ov siz
g 3 Wfth tﬂe a:vz:"'rgi f‘id%tﬁhou wilt shew thyself mereiful
Wwith en upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright;
With the »ure thou wilt shew thyself pure; end with
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward,
(18,20~26,)

Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughtss . .

And see if there by any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the wey everlesting, (139,23-24. of, 7,8-113
19,113 24,3«6; 26,1=3.6,11~12; 41,12, )

It 1s tmmedintely evident, however, since all these passages
8re spoken by the believer, whose sins heve been forgiven
through feith, thet they ere not direoily applicadle %o the
problem of salvation. Psaln 24 is pertiovlarly enlighten=
ing in thiz respect:
Who shall escend into the hill of the LORD? or who
shall stand in his holy place?
He thet hath clean hands, end & pure heart; who h:th
xhlirted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit-
Ve
He shzll receive the blessing from the LOND, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation.
(24,5=-5)
Up to this point this yessaege closely perallels Psalm 15,
However, the very next verse tells who these people are,
whoge hands are clean, and whence they have “a pure heart®.

This is Lhe generstion of them thet seek iaim, that
Beek thy fage, O (Cod of) Jacobe. (24,0.)

We need not orgue long on this point however, The
fact of the matter is, thet, were salvetion dependent upon
men's works, there simply would be no selvation: for it is
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impossible for men to save himsolr.lg

sesniONe cen keep alive his own soul. (22,29.)
Man has no more power over his spiritual life than his
physicel existence. Any men who is at all aware of his
spiritual condition must ory with David, "Mine iniquities
are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are %oo
heavy for me? (38,4.) 4And with the Messiah he must ory,
"innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine 1n1qn1t10:

have taken hold upon me, so that I am able to.iook»up;

they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart

faileth me." (40,12.) In such a state of total helplessness
he then rests his hope on God alone: ®But I am poor and
needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and
my deliverer; meke no tarrying, O my God." (40,173 70,5.)
Those who make works & means of men's salvation con=
ceive of righteousness as a matter of external works. The
Psalms, on the other hand, repeatedly emphasize that right=-
Gousness is a condition of the heart.
+s« the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.
My defence is of God, whioch saveth the upri
in heart., (7,9b-10.)
Behold, thou desireth truth in the inward parts:

end in the hidden part thou shalt make me to wis-

dom, (SI.G, Cle. &’E; 26’2; 139, 25"’2'40) 2
Without this righteousness of the heart, which mean receives
from God by faith, even the sacrifices are useless.

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it:

19, Cf. Chap. II, on Man's Deprevity. '
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thou delightest not in burnt offering. :
The secrifices of God are a broken spirit, a brokem
and & gontrite heert, O Cod, thou wilt not désplsecesee
Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of
%@\% = “with burnt offering and whole Durnt Of=-
erring: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine
altar, (51,16.17.19.)

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will
magnify him with thanksgiving.

This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or
bullock That hath horns and hoofs. ;

The humble shsll see this, and be glad: and your
heart shall live that seek God. (69,30-32.)

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your
rust in the LORD. (4,5. ¢f. 40,6.)

Even the damnation of the wicked bears testimony to the
truth, thet men is sesved by feith aslone, Although the wicked

are judged according to, and Gamned on account of, their works,

the primary cherge asgeinst them appears repeatedly to be their
unbelief, their rejection of God. All their wickedness flows
from this source.

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart,
thet there is no fear of God before his eyes. (36,1.)

The wicked shall be turned into hell, ani all the
nations that forget God. (9,17.)

Have all the woxkers of 1niqﬁ1ty no knowledge? who
She Lord “(3hra; o3edeof: 10,4; S4s85 BETaT T

Finally, all the passages quoted before in proof of man‘'s
total depravity, of salvation by grace, of the forgiveness
of sin, of salvation through faith, all these siund os
added evidence that the Davidic Psalms teach salvation by the
grace of God alone, through feith alone, without works of
ény kind. Work-righteousness could hardly be uore effeotive-

ly, more emphatically exeluded.

s A«"ql
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Possessing the righteousness of faith, men can now appeal
o his own rightecusness for selvetion; for the rightgoul_n!ll

of faith makes works of righteousness possible on the part of
men,

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I
wait on thee. (85,21.8

Judge me, O LORD; for I heve walked in mine integ-
Tity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall
not slide,

Examine me, 0 LORD, and prove me; try my reins and
my heart,

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I
have W&lked iIl thy trutho...

I will wash mine hends in innocencyiesss

But es for me, I will welk in mine integrity: redeem me,
and be merciful unto me, (26,1-3. 6a.1l.) .

The LORD shall judige the people: judge me, O LORD,
8ccording to my righteousnese, end according to mine
integrity that is in me, (7,8.)

The rightecusness of feith elso mekes the imperfect works of
man aeceptable in the sight of God.

Let the words of my mouth, and thg meditation of my

heart, be scceptuble in thy sight, 0 LORD, my strength,
and my redecmer., (19,14.)

C. The Messiah

As we have indicated20 ¢he picture of men 's salvation is
not complete until we find the answer to the question, "How
ean God forgive sin without violating His holiness?" The ans=-
Wwer, of course, is in the work of the Messish, By this express-
lon of hopeful longing for a "selvation out of Zion", David
shows thet he was fully aware of this missing factor in the
salvation plan, &nd thet he looked to the Messiah to supply it.

20. Cf. footnote 17, p. 31.
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Oh thet the salvation of Israel were.come out of
Zion! when the T.ORD bringeth back the capiivity of his
%eople, Jacob shall re joelce, and Ierasel shall be glad.
14,7: 53,6, )

For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of
Judah: thet they mey dwell there, and have it in
possession, (69,35,)

The context in both of these possages shows that the salvation
referred to is salvation from sin.

No passage in the Davidie Psalms tells us clearly and dai-
rectly who the Messish is to be. That & distinot person is
meant is evident in most of the passages dealing with His work
&nd office. The lfessiah is clearly ‘identifried with God.

»++ the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his
PeOPlE,eeee (14,74)

For Cod will save ZioNyeeee . (69,35, cf. 68,18=204.)
Ivery passege, in fect, which depiets the lMessiah as the Savior
of Israel, identifies Him with God. This is consistent with
our whole previous discussion of salvetion as wrought by God
alone, That the Messiah is elso man is evident in all the
Passages which depict His sufferings. Only God can save; only
ﬂﬂin ¢an suffer. The Messieh is to save by suffering, He
must then be both Cod and man.
It must bo grented thet this is, however, pure deduction.
It is valid in the light of the New Testement, of course, but

questionable on the basis of the Psalms alone§ for in the Psalms

the Messiah as sufferer is not clearly identified with the

Messiah as savior or as King. ;
The incernetion of the Messiah is teught in Psalm 40,6.,

provided that the Septugint trenslation, confirmed in




