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THE THEOLOGY OF THE PSALMS OF DAVID

(Outline)

Controlling Purpose: The purpose of this thesis is to recon-
struect out of the peetry of David his chief theological

I. The Pselms of David reveal his knowledge of God.
A. Man by nature knows certain things about God.

Nature proves to him that God exists.

It reveals God's power, me jesty, and glory.

It reveals God 's providential goodness.

The lives of men reveal God's justice.

The testimony of nature is universal and in-
escapable,

Men who still deny God are held accountable,

B. The Trinity of God is revealed in the Psalms,

God is one.

Messiah 1s God. ‘

The Holy Spirit is God.
attributes of God are revealed in the Psalms.
God is eternal.

God is omniscient,

God is omnipresent.

God 1is omnipotent.

God is supreme,

God is holy.

God 1is jult.

God is merciful and gracious.
God is feithful.

D. The Psalms reveal God as Creator and Preserver
of all things.

1.
2.

3.
4.

God has created heaven and earth.

God has made men and given him supremaoy over
all creation.

God preserves all that He has made.

God preserves particularly the righteous.

E., The Psalms reveal the angels,

1.
2.

II. The Psalms

A, Man is depraved by sin.

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The angels are God's servants,
There is also an evil angel, Satan.

of David reveal his knowledge of man and s

This depravity is universal in extent.
This depravity is total in degree.
Sin mekes man a fool.

Man delights in sin.

He exalts himself and debases God.
Depraved man does nothing good.




B. The

death,

l. WNen loves life.

2. Yet he knows his life to be frail and vain,
3. Death is inevitable and inescapable,

4, Death is the consequence of his sin.

5. The keys of life and death are in God's

C. lan's sin makes God a God of wrath.

III. The Psalms of David reveal his knowledge of God's

l.
2,

grace,
A, Man?

1.
2.
3.
4.

B. Salvation is a matter of God's righteous judgment.

1.
2.

3e

4.
S.

6.

8.

9.

C. The
God

1.

2.

3.

v

life of sinful man is only vanity, ending in

hand.

God 's holiness is incompatible with sin,
Man knows this, and fears God‘'s wrath,

s hope for salvation rests solely on Cod.

It rests on God's grace.,

It rests on God's faithfulness.

It rests on God's righteousness.

It rests on God in the fulness of His Deity.

God is a righteous Judge.
To be saved, man must conform to God's ltlnd-
ard of righteousness.
Since man is sinful, he has no such right-
eousness in himself. If he is to be saved
he must receive it from God. God gives it
as a gifto
The essence of such righteousness is forgive-
ness of sin.
Man appropriates this righteousness, in con-
trition, by faith.
Those who rest their entire hope for salva-
tion on God are saved.,
lMen who have such faith are called righteous.
Man does not earn righteousness by works.
a. Certain passages seem to indicate that
he does.
b. But this is impossible for sinful man.
c. Righteousness 1s a matter of the heart.
d. The wicked are damned, ultimately, for
lack of faith,
Possessing the righteousness of rnith,
can appeal to his own rightaousnoas for
salvation. i)
Messieh fills the gap between ﬁho holiness ct
and the forgiveness of sin,
David longed for the Messisah's canins-
The Messiah is both God and Man
The Messiah is to do the '111 or God..
a, He is to be a Preacher of righteousness.
b. He is to be a Priest, offering M L
for the sins of man. - ACAE



4. Many details of the passion are foretold in
the Psalms,

5. Psalm 69 shows that the suffering of the
lfessiah is vicarious, for man,

6. The Messiah is to rise from death, and rulo
at the right hand of God, King of power,
grace, and glory. )

D. God reveals Himself as a God of redeeming graoce
in His Vord.

l. Knowledge of God's grace is poasible only
through the revealed Vord.

2. The VWord reveals the forgiveness of sin.

3. The Word reveals the Messiah,

4, The Word revcals the way of salvation.

5. The Viord is a means of converting men.

6., The Law is a guide to sanctification.

7. The Word is unalterably true.

8. The believer praises the VWord, and loves to
hear it. :

9. The believer preaches the fiord to others.

E, ©Salvation is universal in extent.

1., David's chief interest is in Israel.

2. Yet he pictures God as Lord of all
nat ions.

3. All nations will yet turn to Him.

F.  God has in eternity elected certain people as His
OWl.

IV, Th:ipsalms of David reveal the éoctrine of Sanctifi-
cation.
A. BSanctification of life is founded on faith.
l. Faith and works are intimately related.
2. TPFaith is fundamental to all good works
3« Sanctification depends on cleanness of hearts
4, Sanctification is wrought by God.
5. Yet it is the believer who does the good
works.
B. Sanctification is manifest in the believer's
life, attitudes, and actions, g
1. The believer commits himself completely to
God. : 3
2., The believer separates himself from sinners
and from sin.
3. The believer's life is a life of joy.
4, The joy of the believer bursts forth into
praise,
5. The believer prays to God.
C. The believer faces trials and afflioctions 1n hi-
life.
l. Afflictions are sent by God.
2, David deseribes his afflictions in terms of
"enemies."
3. The believer reacts in varionl ways to af-
fliction.




Judgment .
€. Not all the imprecations are uncon-
ditional.
V. The Psalms of David reveal the fundamentals of Escha-
tology.
A, God is the Judge of mankind.

B.

a. He may compare his state with the pros-
- perity of the wicked.

b. He may affirm his innocence.

0. Usually he feels the righteous dis-
pleasure of God, and turns to God for
forgiveness and deliverance,

4, God is aware of the afflictions of the be-
liever, hears his prayer, and in mercy de-
livers him.

5. God sometimes uses means to deliver men.

a, He uses "the angel of the Lord".

b. He uses the strength of man.

In the Psalms the concept of love seems to be
absent in sanctification.

l. The believer loves God and men.,

2, The central idea in the relation of man to
man is justice and fairness.

The cries of the Psalmist for Vengeance on his
enemies seem to contradict the New Testament idea
of love.

l. The Psalmist and the Messiah utter bitter
imprecations on their enemies.

2. The righteous apparently view the destruction
of the wicked with sadistic joy.

3. How oan we reconcile this with the New Testa-
ment? :

a. The wicked fully deserve such destruction.

b. Such destruction serves as a warning to
turn men to God. \

¢, David's hatred is not sinful, but right-
eous indignation.

d. Ve do not know the identity of David's
enemies, and therefore cannot pass

l. God's throne is always a throne of judgment.
2. There will, however, be a special day of
Judgment.
3. This final judgment will be universal.
4, The standard of judgment is God's righteous-
ness, ; 2
5. Men will be judged according to their works.
6. The righteous will be rewarded, and the
wicked destroyed.
There is a Resurrection of the Body.
l. The Messiah will rise from the dead.
2. All believers will rise to eternal life,
3. The resurrection of the wicked ocannot be
established on the basis of these Psalms.



C. The
b I
2.

3.

D. The believers will go to heaven.

1,
2.

3.
4.
5.

wicked are doomed to hell.

Hell is separation from God.
Hell is the punishment for sin lﬂ 'C
belief. :
The believer regerds hell as the worst
all evils. -

The believer longs for heaven. A
God preserves the believer in faith, ¢
brings him to the goal of heaven. :
Heaven is life in the presence of God.

Heaven is eternal life,
In heaven the believer has porrat peac
righteousness, and joy.
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THE. THEOLOGY OF THE PSALMS OF DAVID
Introduetion

This thesis is an attempt to reconstruct from the poet~
ry of David the chief articles of his religious ofoed.,

The presentation of this subject 1s limited in several
ways. 1In the first place, only those Psalms are included,
which are stated in the Hebrew text to have been composed by
David. There are 74 of these: Psalms 3-32; 34-41; 51-65;
68-70; 86; 101; 103; 108-110; 122; 124; 131; 133; 138-145.,
Wherever the term "Psalms of David" or merely "Psalms™ ocours
in this thesis, it is to be understood as referring to these

Psalms only, and not to the whole Psalter., In the second

Place, exegetical niceties have been avoided wherewer possible,
and no particular effort has been made to develop homiletical
applications. Exegetical work was based on the Authorized
Version of the Bible, reference being mede to the origimal
Hebrew or to commentaries only where a'pnaaage presented par-
ticular difficulty.

This thesis, therefore, does not thoroughly exhaust the
subjeet in all its remifications. The interpretation placed
upon passages may not in every case be the best, Nor is it :
certain that every detail of dooctrine in these Psalms has hnqn 3-
recognized and classified. But as a general overview and 7
classification of David's theology on the basis of these
Psalms, this thesis should fulfil its purpose.



THE THEOLOGY OF THE PSALMS OF DAVID
I.' GOd

A. The Netural Knowledge of God

The Psalms of David point out emphaticglly that every
man, by nature, knows of the exiafenoe of God. The man iﬁo
tries to deceive himself into believing that God is not real,
or that there is no God, is a fool. Such denial of God 1is
his attempt.to still the voice of his oonéoienoe, which em~
phatically tells him that he is a sinner end under the wrath
of God.

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
They are corrgpf, they have done abominable works, there
8 none tha oeth good.ess
Heve all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who
eat up my people &s they ea read , and not upon
} the LORD. (14,1.4; 53,1.)1
|

All of nature reveals God, clearly and inescapably. Not
only the fact of His existence, but also meny of his attri-

butes are thus evident to man.

l. The location of passages quoted in this thesis is given
throughout in parentheses immediately following the passage G
quoted. A4ll quotations are from the Psalms. 14,1, therefore,
means Psalm 14,1, and so forth throughout. Unless otherwise
indicated, all quotations of the Psalms follow the Authorized
Version, also in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.



The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firma-
ment sheweth his handywork.
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night

?ggwith %nowledge (1.e., knowledge that there is a God).
s1-2.

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the
earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens....
When 1 consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,

the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man...? (8,1.4-5.)

The sky in these passages becomes to its beholder a preacher
of the glory of the God Who created 1t.

In the mighty forces of nature, in wind, storm, thunder,
lightning, and rain, the Eg!gg'ggg.ma1estx of GCod are reveal-
ed to man, as well as His glory.

Give unto the LORD, 0 ye mighty, give unto the LORD

glorg and strengtheeee
' e voice o% The LORD is upon the waters: the God

of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. .
ﬁﬁe voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of
the LORD is full of majesty.
The volce of the LO reaketh the cedars; yea, the
LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.
He meketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and
Sirion like a young unicorn.
The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire....
«eein his temple doth every one speak of his glory.
The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LO
sitteth King for ever. (29,1.3-10. Cf. also 18,7-15.)

In the abundant productiveness of nature for man, God

is revealed as a God of provident goodness and mercy. The

fields themselves, with their abundant harvests, become a
song of praise to Cod.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy
paths drop fatness.

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and
the little hills rejoice on every side.

The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys
also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy,
they also sing. (65;11-13,)




In God's dealings with men, His judgment and justice

é@re readily discernable.

The LORD is known by the judgment which He exe-
cuteth: the wicked 1s snared 1n the work of his own
Enas. (9,16.)

When God has wrought @& mighty déliverance for the believer,

"All men shall feer, and shall declare the work of God; for

they shall wisely consider of his doing." (64,9.)

The testimony which nature thus bears to the existence
of God, and to these attributes of God, is universal and in-
escapable,

There is no speech nor language, where their voice
is not heard. ‘

TheiT 1ine is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world.... (19,9-4)

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are
afraid at thy tOkenB;ooo- !65. -

Even babes and sucklings know of God and sing His praise,
thus putting His enemies to silence.
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklgggs hast thou

ordained strength becéuse of thine enemies, that thou
mightest still the enemy and the avenger. (8,2.)

Men, who, in spite of all this evidence, deny God, are
held accountable to Him.
Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor

the operation of his bands, he shell destroy them, and
not build them up. (28.5.,

B. The Trinity
Monotheism is taken for granted. There is only one God,
Jehovah,

For who 18 GCod save tﬁo LORD? or who is a roock save
our God? (18,31.)




Among the gods there 1s none like unto thee, 0 Lord;

ese thou art God aloné. (86.8.19.)

God is truly One. Yet the Psalms teach clearly of a
Messiah, a distinet Person, truly man, but elso identified
with, end called, God.Z2

Also the Holy Spirit is identified with Jehovah.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall
I flee from thy presence?
If T ascend up into heaven, thou art there:....
(139"7‘8.)
"Thy spirit"™ and "thou" are here identified. The same re-
lationship appears in Psalm 51, 10-12:
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew &
right spirit within me,
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not
thy holy spirit from me, Gu g

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and up~-
hold me with thy free spirit.

The parallelism of the verse makes "thy presence™ and "thy
holy spirit" at least interchangeable, if not synonymous.
Thus, the Trinity of God is olearly revealed in the

Davidie Psalms.

C. The Attributes of God _

Ivery Psalm treats in some way of the relationship of
God to man or of man to God., The desoription of that rela-
tionship is dependent on man's knowledge of what God is and
what he is like, Men knows God, and can speak of Him, only

2. The relation of the Messiah to Jehovah is treated
fully in the section on Messiah, chap. III, P.

The term"Messiah" is not used of the promised Redeemer

in these Psalms. I am using it freely, however, for want
of another designstion,
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in terms of His essential qualities, or attributes. Nine
such qualities of God are more or less clearly ascribed to
Him in the Psalms under discussion. They are Eternity,
Omniscience, Omnipresence, Omnipotence, Majesty, Holiness,
Justice, lercy, and Faithfulness. To the believer these
attributes of God are & source of great comfort; to the
unbeliever, only of terror.
God is eternal.

The Lord shall endure for ever. (9,7.)
To Him time means nothing.

se.emine age is as nothing before thee:... (39,5.)
His kingdom is eternal.

Thy kingdom is an everlast%§g kingdom, and thy

dovainion endureth throughout all generations. (145,13.)

«esthe Lord sitteth King for ever. (29,10.)

The Lord is King for ever and ever. (10,16.)

The eternity of Cod is indicated also by the eternity of His
mercy.

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasti to
everlasting upon them that fear Rim,ecee lIUE,%?:T

God does not change.

.God shall hear, and afflict them, even he that
abideth of old. Selah, Because they have no ochanges,
therefore they fear not God, (55,19.)

The latter half of the verse, in the translation of Smith,
reads, "With whom there is no change; yet they fear not

God",3 That God does not change is indicated also in

3. J. M. Powis Smith, end Edgar J. Goodspeed, The Complete
Bible, p. 528. -




Psalm 110,4, "The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,....

God is omniscient. No action or even thought of man es-

capes His knowledge.

0 LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou
understandest my thought afar off.
ou compassest my path and my lying down, and art
ecquainted with all my ways.
or there is not a wor n my tongue, but, lo, 0
LOED, thou knowest it altogether....
If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even
the night shall be light about me.
Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the
night shineth as the day; the darkness and the light
are both alike to thee, (139,1-4.11-12-cf 40,9.)

God knows our sin.

0 God, thou knowest foolishness; and my sins
are not hid from thee, (69,

He knows our affliction.

Thou hast known reproach, and my shame, and my
dishonour: mine aﬂv%%sarfes ar; all before tﬁee. (69,19.)

He knows the attitude of men to Him.
The LORD looked down from heaven upon the child-
ren of men, to see if there were any that did under-
stand, and seek God. (14,2. of 53,2.)
Man is forced to confess that God's knowledge far surpasses

all humen thought.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high,
I cénnot attain unto 1t. (199,5.)

God is omnipresent. He is inescapebly everywhere.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither
shall I flee from thy presence?

If I ascent up into heaven, thou art there: if I
meke my bed in hell, behold, thou ert there.

If I take the wings of the morning, @and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea; L

Even there shall thy hand leed me, and thy right =
hand shall hold me. (139,7-10.) 1




God is omnipotent, all powerful. Though it is nowhere
stated in the Psalms of David that He is all powerful, yet
this 1s taken for granted by the very fact that He is God.
Nothing i1s superior to Him. No enemy is so great that God
cannot instantly crush him with His right hand.

Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so
will we sing and praise thy power. (21.13,;

Jehovah is supreme in nature, and uses His power to deliver
his children.

In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried
unto my God: he heard my voice out of his tempke,
@nd my ery came before him, even into his ears.

Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations
also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he
was wroth,

There went up @ smoke out of his nostrils, and fire
out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it....

The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the
Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire,

Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and
he shot out lightenings, and discomfited them.

Then the channels of waters were seen, and the
founde tions of the world were discovered at thy rebuke,
0O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of
many waters. (18,6~8. 13-16, of Psalm 29.)

This is poetry, but it is nevertheless eloquent testimony
to the irresistible power of God. Frequently the power of
God, wielded on behalf of His children, becomes the object
of the believer's praise,
But I will sing of thy power;
e+« for thou hest been my defence and refuge in
the dey of my trouble,
Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is
my defence, and the God of my merecy. (59,16=17. of
68, 33-35,
Inseparsble from the concept of the omnipotence of

God is that of His majesty. The passage from Psalm 18,




qQuoted before, could again be quoted here. Jehovah is sup-
reme, "the Highest" (18,13.), the "most High"™ (9,2.)s

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne
E _1_9. heaven:..s. ‘11,4.

The LORD hath prepared his throne; and his kingdom
ruleth over all. (103,19.)

He is the eternal King. (10,16: 29,10.)
He is "the King of glory", "the LORD strong and mighty, the
LORD mighty in battle™, "the LORD of hosts". (24,7-10.)

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy
glory be above the earth. (57,5.)

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and
his greatness is unsearchable. (145,3.)

God is holy.
The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in
all his works.,
ess let all flesh bless his holy neme for ever and
ever, (145,17.21b.) :
Thou art holy. (22,3.)
God hath spoken in his holinessS.... (60,6.)
Any wickedness is totally incompatible with his holiness.
For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in
?icke?ness; neither shall evil dwell with thee.
5,4.
God therefore, hates sin,

God is angry with the wicked every day. (7,11.)

The foolish shall not steand in thy sight: thou hat-
est all workers of inigquity.
U shalt destroy that speak leasing (i.e 1ly=-
%gs) th? LORD will ebbor the bloody and deceitful man.
.'5-60

The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and
him that loveth violence his soul hateth, L

Upon the wicked he shall rain sneres, fire and brim-
stone,...s (11,5-6,) v




God 18 just and righteous in His dealings with men.
With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful;
with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; ;

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. (18,25-26.)

And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he
shall minister judgment to the people zg'uﬁr!EEEnas-.
(9,8. of. B1,4; 7,11,.)

The righteousness of God is made an object of praise.

My tongue shall eak of th ri%%tnousness and of
thy priase all the say long. 30,28,

I will Egaise the LORD according to his righteous-
ness, (7,17.)

God's righteous judgment is a blessing to the upright.

So that a man shall say, verily there is a reward
for the righteous; verily there is a God that judgeth
in the earth. (58,11.)

For the righteous Lord loveth r teousness; his
countenance do ehold Gthe upri . sle

Therefore the righteous even pray for the execution of his

Judgment .

Arise, O LORD, in thine anger, 1ift up thyself be-
cause of the rage of mine enemies; and awake for me

Yo the ]udément that thou hast commended....
Oh le e wickedness of the wicked came to an endj

but establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the
hearts and reins. (7,6.9.0f. 9,4; 36.10.)

To the wicked, on the other hand, God's justice is a terror,-
for it means their destruoction.

God judgeth the righteous (" 1s a righteous judge")4
and God is angry with the wicked every day.

If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath
bent his bow, and made it ready.

He hath also prepared for him the instruments of
death; he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.
(7,11-13. of. 5,5-6; 6,1; 27,9.)

4. Concordia Bible, Margin,




God's justice is also manifested in His care for the down-
trodden and the oppressed.

The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for
all that are oppressed. (103,6)

I know that the LORD will maintain the ocause of
the afflicted, and the right of the poor. (140,12,
gg.5939310.12-13.18; 10,12-18; 12,5; 14,5-7; 35,9-10;

$°=0.

God 1s merciful.

The LORD 1is graoious, and full of compassion; slow
ea

%o anger, and o meroy.
e LORD 18-_bO§ To 2al1, and his tender mercies are
over all his works, (145,8-9.)

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavensj..e..

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God!.e..

0 continue thy 1ov;ggEIEHnass unto them that know
theej.... (36,5.7.10. of, ,6; 34,8; 57,103 31,19;
chap., III, Grace.)

God's grace and meroy to man is far beyond human comprehen-

sion,

Many, O LORD my Gond, are thy wonderful works which
thou hast done, eand thy thoughts which are to us-
ward: they cennot be reckoned up in order unto thee:
if I would declare and speak of them, they are more
than ocan be numbered. (40,5.) :

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God}

how great is the sum of them!
If I should count them, they are more in number than

the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
(139 » 17"'180 )

A correlative of God's mercy is His faithfulness, or
truth, This means that God is consistently and unchangeably

reliable,

Thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth
unto the clouds. (57,10. cf. 108,4; 36,5.)

The faithfulness of God is to the believer a guarantee of !&-“ﬁi

continual grace,



The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me;
thy meroy, O , endureth for ever: forsake not
the works of thine own heands,.

(138,8, ef. 61,7.)

God is faithful in carrying out His promises,

The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent....
(110,4.) : :

Thou, O God, didst send a ﬂantirul rﬁin, Ihefebyr-
thou didst confirm thine inheritence, when it was . 3
weary., (68,9.) G

In prayer the believer therefore often appeels to God's
faithfulness, ;
Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplicat-

ions: in thy faithfulness answer me, and.in.thy right-
eousness, !1 3.7 " - 50

] L] ° & ? L - ;
Yet God is true and unwavering also in carrying out His
righteous vengeance,

Cut them off in thy truth. (54,5.)

D. Creation and Preservation

Heaven and earth, and all that is in them, have hdcn

oreated by God.

The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and estab-
lished it upon the floods. (24,1-2.)

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made
heaven and earth, (124,8.)

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the fir-
mament sheweth his handywork. (19,1.)

0 LORD our Lord,how excellent is thy name in all B
the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavenS....

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars, which thou has ordeineéd,....
(8,1.3, of., 65,6.) T

God is the creator of all oreatures.




- zgouhgadest him to have dominion ovu{ the wor
73 ends: thou hast put all things in subjection
under his feet:
All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and
?%agsgeyer passeth through the paths of the sea,
p O=C,

God is also the Creator of menj he brings forth each
individual who is born into the world.

But thou art he that took me out of the WOmb:ie.eese
(22,9.) .

For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast cover-
ed me in my mother's womb. (139,13.)

Man is crecated out of dust.

For he knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we
are dust. (103,14.)

But his body is a marvelous tribute to the surpassing wisdom
of Cod.

I will praise thee, for I am fearfully and won=
derfully made: marvellous are thy wWorks, and Chat my
sou oweth right well,

My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made
in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts
of the earth,

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unper-
fect; and in thy book all my members were written,
which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet
there was none of them. (139,14-16,)

Man is superior.to enimals, in that he has reason and under-
standing, and is e moral creature, capable of instruction
in right and wrong. |

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way

which thou shell go: 1 will guide thee with mine eye.
Ba ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have

no understending; whose mouth must be held In with Bit.
and bridle, Iesg they come near unto thee., (32,8.9.)

Men has body and soul.




0 God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee:
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for
thee,... (63,1.) TR A

Even as God has created all things, so He also contin=-
ually preserves the things He has made,

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou great-
ly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full
of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast
80 provided for it.

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou
settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with
showers: thou blessest the springing thereof.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy
paths drop fatness. (65, 9-1l.)

0 LORD, thou preservest man and beast. (36,6.)

The LORD is gool to all, and his tender mercies
are over all his workSeeee

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest
them their meat in due season.

Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the de~
sire of every living thing. (145,9.15-16.)

A special guarantee of preservation is given the believers.

Trust in the LORD and do good;so shalt thou dwell
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.ese

They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in
the days of famine they shall be satisfied....

I have been young, and now am old; yet have I never
séen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging.
bread. (37,3.19.25.) .

0 fear the LORD, ye his seints, for there is no want
to them that fear him. .

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but
they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thinge.
(34,9-10. ef, 144,12-15; 68,19; 145,20; 103,5.)

E. The AngelsS

The Davidic Psalms say nothing of the origin or creation

5. The discussion of the angels is included at this point
for the sake of convenience, It does not fit logically inte
any part of the outline,




of the angels, but their primary characteristics and fune-
$ions are clearly defined. The angels are real, moral, in~
telligent, individuval beings. The olearest and most com-
Plete description of the angels is found in Psalm 103,20-21.
Bless the IL.ORD, his ange f.hat excel in
%Pg_{_fﬁ. Thet do his comman ents, earkening unto

e volce of his word.

Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers
of his, that do Bis pl1 pleasure.

From this passage it i1s clear that the angels are of great

strength; that they are meny in number; that they serve as
God's army, His servanits, by whom He accomplishes His pur-
Poses; and that they praise God. David speaks also of a .
special angel, "the angel of the Lord".® This angel is the
guardian of the righteous.

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that
fear him, end delivereth them. (34,7.) i

He serves also as a minister of vengeance upon the wicked.
eee let them be turned back and brought to con-
fusion that devise my hurt.
ILet them be as chaff before the wind: and let the
el of the LORD chase them.
t their way be dark and slippery: and let the
angel of the Lord persecute them. (38,4-6.)
The devil is mentioned only once.

Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand
at his right hand. (109,6.)

Hebrew here is 'f'lT_ﬂ 1(1__1 » "adversary.,"” Satan in this passage
is pletured as permitted and commissioned by God to take
complete control over the actions of one who has hardened

Chrs't Conservative exegetes have identified this angel with
ist, 2




himself against God. Although this is the only passag
ich Satan is thus nemed,? the comocept of the devil ‘ﬁ
Sempter and tormentor is apparent frequently when mﬁl
speaks of his enenies,

For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath
snitten my life down to the ground; he hath made
me to dwell in d=rkness, as those that have been
long dead.

Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my
heart within me is desolate. (143,3-4.)

The wicked wetcheth the righteous, and secketh to
slay him. (37,32,)8

. Verb forms of 7 4 appear also in verses 4. ﬂ,
and 29, of this Psalm, and in 38,20.

8. See the full duouuion of David*s enemies under the
Problem of Affliction, Chap. IV.
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IT. Man 2nd Sin
A+ The Deprevity of len

Of the holy state of man before the fall into sin, and »
of the fall itself, no mention is made in the Davidiec Psalms,
unless such a reference 1s found in Psalm 17, 15.

«es I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy
likeness.,

In this passage the Hebrew for "likeness" is 's'Tl:T Y_)T') s in
Genesis 1.26, the words 1:2717'3 and 11 D_T are used. In
spite of this divergence, 1;aa1m 17,15. can hardly be inter-
preted otherwise than as anAexpi-aaaion of the believer's
hope for a restoration of the image of God in him,

Though these Psalms have next to nothing to say regard-
ing man in his former state of holiness, they ere full of
the dootrine of man's depravity. The depravity of man is
universal in extent,

The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children

of men, to see if there were any that did understand,
and seek God,

They are all gonme aside, they are all together be=-
come filthy;: there is none that doeth good, no, not
one, B i 1

Have all the workers of inguity no knowledge? who
eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon >
the LORD. (14,2-4.cf, 53,2-4,.)

ess in thy sight shall no men living be justified. -
(143 .2. ) 5

Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the y
faithful fail from among the children of men. (18;1

Man 18 depraved from the moment of his birth, yes,



his conception in the womb.

The wicked are estranged from the womb: they ﬁ
astray as soon as They be Born, speeking lies. 8,3.)

Behold, I was shapen in iniquit » 8nd in sin did
. my mother'conceivﬁ&- lﬁ_x

Not only 1s depravity universal in extent; it is also
total in degree. Tach individual is full of sin, thoroughly
permeated by it, so that no part of him is clean.

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their
inward part is very wickednesSje.ees (5,9.)

There is no soundnass in my flesh because of thine
anger; neither Is there any rest in my bones because of
my Bin.

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an
heavy purden they are too heavy for me.

My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my fool-
ishness....

For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease:
and there is no soundness in my flesh, (38,3-5.7.)

So depraved is man that he does not even know and understand
the extent of his own sia.

Vho ean understand his errors? cleanse thou me
from secret faults., (19,12.)

He is completely in the power of sin, completely incapable
of overcoming.
For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine
iniquities have teken hold upon me, so that I am gﬁ’
m

able to look up; they ere more then the hairs of
m:-fhere?o?g my heart faileth me. (40,12.)

Iniquities preveil ageinst me:eeee (65,3.)

Behold he travaileth with miquityi and hath con= -
ceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. (7,14.)

Sin mekes man a fool.

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
They ere corrupt, they have do abon:l.nab%e WOrkBeees

Have a workers of no wle sese
(14.10‘0, b



ses he hath left off to be wis@.e.se (36'50,
The wickedeooo
ses like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear;
¥hich will not hearken to the voice of charmers,
chamming never so wisely. (58,3-B.)
Far fron recognizing his evil state, and struggling
egainst it, man by nature delightc in sin, gives himself over
%o sin completely, loves it, seeks it, and boasts himself in 1%,
0 ye sons of men, how long wili ye turn my glory

into sheme? how long will ye love wvenity, and seek after
leasing (lying)? (4,2.)

For the wicked boasteth of his heari's desire, and
hlet(sseth t;hra cove tous, whom Gthe LORD abhorretn.
10,5.

They search out iniquities; they accomplish a dili-
gent search: both the inward thought of every one of
them, and the heart, is deep. (64,4.)

eee Ghey delight in lieSiecees (62|4-)

Why boastest thou thyself in nmischief, 0 mighty
man'l"....

Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying more
than to speak rightcOUSNESSesss

Lo, this is the man that made not God his strengthj;
but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and
strengthened himself in his wickedness.

» 05070)

8in 18 not simply sr outward menifestation of evil; it pro-
ceeds from within, from the heart.

Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the
the violence of your hands in the earth. (58,2.)

Which imagine mischiefs in their heartj.... (140,2,
of. 64,6,)

The primary manifestation of man's depravity is his
pride in himself, and with it, haughty rebellion against,
denial and defiance of, God.

They only gonsult to cast him down from hls ex-
COllency:eees 62,48, )
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The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the
tongue that speaketh proud things: :

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail:
our lips are our own: who_is Lord over us? (12,3-4.)

The transgression of the wicked seith within my
" heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.
For he flattereth himself In his own eyes, until
his iniquity be found %o be hateful. (36,1-2.)

Behold, they belch out with their mouth: swords
?gg in)their lips: for who, say they, doth hear?
87

The wicked, through the pride of his comntenance,
will not seek after God: God 1s not in all gia thoughts,
(a1l his thoughts are, There is no Godeess) '

He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved;
for T shall never be in adversityeees

He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he
hideth his face; he will never see 1t....

herefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said
in his heart, Thou wilt not require it.

(10,4.6.11,.13,) -

The wicked scorn even the Messiah.

All they thet see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot
out the 1lip, they shake the head, saying,

He trusted on the LORD that he vwould deliver him:
let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
égziv-?. of., 14,1.2.4; 53,1.2.4; 54,3; 52,7; 3,2; 4,6;

b 14,

In his natural state man can do nothing good.
sees there is none that doeth gool.ses
They are all gone aslde, they are all together be-
come filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not
one, (14,1.3,)
ess he hath left off to be wise, and to do good.
He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth him-
self in a way that is not good.... (36.3-4.)
Any good that he does do proceeds from a deceitful, trcacher-
ous, and hypocritical heart, and is no oredit to him whatso-

ever,

9. Concordia Bible, Margin,




+s+ they bless with their mouth, but they curse in-
wardly. (62,4b.)

For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I
could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me
That did magrify himself egainst me; then I would
have hid myself from him:

But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and
Bine acquaintance, - -

We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the
house of God in cAMPANY.ess

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter,
but war wes in his heart: his words were softer than
oil, yet were they drawn swords. (52,12814.21.)

Drew me not eway with the wicked, and with the
workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neigh-
bours, but mischief is in their nearts. (28,3.)

They speek venity every one with his neighbomr:
with rlatferi 4 iIgs and with a double heart do they
speak, IIz,z.i

B. The Vanity of Life. Death,

Man loves life, greatly desires it, and places a high
value upon it.

What man 1s he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, thet he may see good? (94,12.)

long life is a great blessing of God.

Thou wilt prolong the kings life; and his years
as many generations. (61,6.

He asked life of thee:, and thou gavest it him,
even length of days for ever and ever., (21,4.)

In lauding God's grace, David ean think of no higher praise
than to assert its supremecy ovdr 1life,

Because thy lovingkindness is better than life,
ny 11p8 Shall pr&ise theoo (65'3.

The Psalmist prays to God for the preservation of his life
on the interesting ground that in death he would be unable

i b
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to praise God.

For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in
the grave who sh-1l give thee thanks? (6,5.)"

"hat profit 1s there in my blocd, zhen I go down
%o the pit? Shell the dust praise thee? shall it de-
clare thy truth? (30,9,) :

Nevertheless, man is constantly confronted with the
knowledge, that his life is frail, temporary, nothing but
vanity, end may at any moment be snuffed out.

Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure
of my deys, what it is; that I may know how frail I
am. i3
zpd Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth;
and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every
méan at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah, l
Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely
they are disquited in vain: he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them, (39,4-6,)

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of
high degree are a lie: to be 121d in %he balance, they
are altogether 1Ighter then vanity. (62,9.)

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we
are dust.

48 for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of
the field, so he flourisheth. , O

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and
the place thereof shall know it no more,
(103,14-16.)

Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth, as
when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth.
(141.". Of. 37'1-2.7-100) ‘

The inevitable and inescapable lot of every mean is death.
«s. None can keep alive his own soul. (22,29.)

Death is the greatest of all evils. Even the believers abhor
it. '

The sorrows of death compessed me, and the floods of
ungodly men made me arraid.

The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares
of death prevented me. (18,4~5.)




1y heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors
of death are fallen upon me. (55,4.)

O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I
go hence, and be no more. (39,13.)

I am forgotten as a dead man out'or mind: I am like
a broken vessel. (31,12,)

Deliverance from death is God's greatest blessing; He alone
can effect such deliverance,

He that is our God is the God of salvation: and unto
GOD the Lord belong the issues (deliverance) from
death, (68,20.)

see thou that liftest me up from the gates of death,
(9,13b.)

0 LORD, thou hest brought up my soul frem the grave:
thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to
the pit. (30,3.)

Death is the wages of sin, the oonseqﬁence of men's wiok-
edness and rebellion against God.

The face of the LORD 1is against them thet do evil
to cut off the remembrance o% them m The eerth.

Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the
righteous shall be desolate (held guilty).
(34,16.21.) -

It death seize upon them, and let them go down
quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings,
and among théMe...e.

But thou, 0 God, shalt bring them down into tkhe pit
of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live
out half their d8ySje.ees (DDslDelse) :

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from
me, therefore, ye bloody men.

For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine
enemies tdﬁb“%hy neme in vein. tISs.IE-ao.) '

That God holds the keys of life and death in His almighty

hand, is evident from most of the passages quoted in this '
section, Just as deliverance from death rests solely with
God, so also the inflietion of death is & matter of God's
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Judgment alone, IPf T die, it is because "thou hast brought
mé into the dust of death", (22,15.,) If I am saved from
death, the reason is that "great is thy neroy toward me:

8nd thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell",

(86,13.) "For with thee is the fountain of 1life....” (36,9.)

C. The rrath of God because of Sin

In connection with men and his depravity, the holiness
of God, discussed in Chapter I, under the attributes of God,
tekes on its full significence. The passages quoted there
olearly show the incompatibility of any evil with the holy
nature of God. DNowhere in these Psalms, perhaps nowhere in
all of Seripture, dan a clearer statement of this treztl;
be found then Psalm §,4=5.

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wioked-

ness: neither shall evil dwell with thee,
The foolish shr1l not stand in thy sight: thou.
hetest all workers of iniquity.

Every sin 1s a direot violation of the holiness of God,
"against thee, thee only have I sinned and done this evil in
thy sight.,.". (51,4.) Cod is holy. God does not condone
8in. God and sin are absolute contredictories. Therefore
God hates the sinner. Therefore the sinner cannot stand be-
fore God, '

Man knows that he is sinful, that Cod is holy, and that
he therefore cannot stand before God, He is afraid.

There were they in great fear:,... (14,5.)
Psalms 14 and 53 point out that this fear is the cause of o
man's denial of God. The believer also trembles before God

i I e e e e i




because of his sin. But vhereas the consoience of the un=-
believer drives him to deny God and rebel against Him, the
donscience of the believer drives him to repent, and to
donfess his sin, and to turn to Cod for his salvation.

0 LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten
me in thy hot displeasure.

For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hend pres-
seth me sore,

There is no socundness in my flesh because of thine
anseiz neither is there any rest in nmy bones because of
my sin, :

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an
heavy burden they are too heavy for me. ;

IIy wounds stink &nd are corrupt because of my fool=-
ishness,

I am troubled; I em bowaed down greatly: I go mourning
all the day long.

for my loins are filled with a loathsome disease; and

there is no soundness in ny fleshee.e

For I will declere mine inicuity; I will be sorry foxr
m Ei_l}o es e

Make haste to help me, O LORD, of my salvetion,
(36,1-7. 18,32« cF— & ,2=4; 25,7,11.16; 27,93 31,9~10.22;
52,3~6; 39-8-12; 41,4; 51,1-14; 143,3-4.6-7.)

8l
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III. Grace

Nowhere in the Devidic Psalms do we find a clear defini-
tion, comparable to the great passages on Justification in
the ipistles of Paul, of the.dootrina thet man is saved by the
grace of God alone, through faith, without works of any kind.
Certain passages, on the contrary seem to teach the grossest
forn of work rightecusness, cer.ainly so when taken out of
their context, or when viewed independently of the rest of
the Psalter.10 Careful and unbjased examination of all the
Passages dealing with man's salvation, however, reveals the
perfect harmony between these Psalms and the New Testament,

on the matter of salvation.

A. The Hope of Salvetion.

Man's hope for salvation rests solely on God,--the God
Who 18 gracious, merciful, good, longsuffering, full of com=
passion, full of lovingkindness.

sses according to thy mercy remember thou me for
thy goodness' sake, 0 LORD. (25,7b.)

For thou, Lord art good, and ready to forgive;
:ﬁﬂ plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon
ee...‘
But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and

ﬁgaclous. longsuffering, and plenteaus in mercy and
Tru

iruth., {86,5.15.

Have merecy upon me, 0 God, ascording to thy':giffg-
kindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my trensgressions. (51,1.)

10, Cf. p. 35 rr,




The LORD is merciful and cious, slow to anger,

and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide: neither will he keep his
anger for ever.,

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor reward-
ed us scoording to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great
is his mercy toward them that fear him,

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us.

Like as & father pitieth his children, so the LORD
Pitieth them that fear him. (103,8-13. ef. 6,2-4; 13,5;
63,3; 103,1-2; 138,2.6-8; 139,17-18; 145,8.)

God hes revealed Himself to man as & God of merocy.
He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto
the children of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious.... (103,7-8, of,
Ex 34,6-7.)
Men rests his hope for salvation also on the faithfulness
and truth of God.

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving-
kindnesses; for they have been ever of old. (25,6.)

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast re-
deemed me, O LORD God of truth. (31,5.

If, as has been shown, man is sinful and God is holy,

1% would ve a strange paradox for man to rest his hope for

salvation on God's righteousness., To be consistent, man must

appeal to Cod.

Enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in
thy sight shall no man living be justified. (143,2.)

And yet, very strangely, the Psalmist does appeal also to

God's righteousness for his salvation.

ess deliver me in thy righteocusness. (31,1.)

eees for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out
of trouble. (143,11.)

Judge me, 0 LORD my God, acocording to thy right-
M}.ooo (35.24.) )




4

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God
Of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing eloud of thy

right&ousness. (51,14.)
By terrible things ineg%gg%fggggggg wilt thou
answer us, 0 God of our VatlONjeees
(65,5a. ) .
How 1t 1s possible for a man who has no righteousness of hil-
own, yet to be declared righteous by a righteous God, is tpp
great mystery of revealed religion. The solution which the
Davidie Psalms give is presented in this chapter.11 But
the mystery remmins.
From the passages quoted in the preceeding paragraphs,
it 1s clear that the salvation of men depends not simply
on one attribute of God, but on God in the fulness of His
Deity. All His attributes enter into the salvation picture.
In Psalm 40,10-11, we have a composite piecture. Salvation
ls aseribed to the righteousness and faithfulness of God, as

well as to His mercy and grace.

I have not hid thy riﬁ%teousness within my heart;
I have declared thy fa ness and thy salvation: I

have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from
the great congregation.

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD:
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually pre-
serve me,

In passages in which the appeal for salvation is to God's
name, this truth is also recognized; for the name Qf God 1is

nothing more then God in His total aspect, as He has revealed

Himself to man,

For thy name's sake, O LORD, peardon mine iniquity;
for It Ts erost. (25-11.)

11, Cf, under Messiah, Chep, III, C.




For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore
for thy Name's sake lead me, and guide me, (31,3.)

Quicken me, O LORD, for thy neme's sake:.... (143,11.)

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in ;)nthl of
righteousness for his name's sake. (23,3.) .

B. Salvation, a Matter of God's Righteonﬁ Judgment

» God is a righteous Judge. This implies a standard of
holiness against the background of which God vieis the con-
duet of men. It implies the inevitable condemmnation and
punishment of all that does not conform; and the reward and

defense of all that does,

The IORD shall jud the people; judge me, O LORD,
according to my righteousness, and aoeorsl'ng to mine
integrity that is in me. -

see the rigl{:teous God trieth the hearts and reins.
. M{ defense 1s of God, which saveth the upright in
eartc. '

God judgeth the righteous (is & righteous ,z,n_dggllz
and God is angry with the wicked every day. (7,8-11.)

But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared

his throne for judgZmente. :

And he shall !uEE the world _1_!1_%&;29&_[”5' he
8hall minister judg7ment to the people in uprightness.
(9.8-9. Of. VVe 4016l190)

For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his
countenance doth behold the upright. (11,7.)

e« the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether. (19,9. of., 26, 1; 36,24; 51,4; 58,11;
101,1; 103,6, 110,5-6; 143,2,) :
_ In order to be saved, man must conform to God's stand-
ard of righteousness, That standard, as we have seen, is the
holiness of God, (5,4-5.) To meet such a standard mean must

be perfect, spotless, without sin.

12, Concordia Bible, Margin.




LORD, who shall abide in thy tabermacle? who shall
dwelgi in thy holy hill? th 1ght
e that welketh uprightly, end worketh r eous-
ness,.... (15,1-2.) g

As for me, T will behold thy fece in righteous-
ness.... (17,15.)

Who shall escend intc the hill pf the LORD? or who
shall stand in his holy place?
‘x He th;?t hath clean hands, and a pure heartjs.e..
4’5‘4. )

Mark the perfect man, and behold the u right: for the
end of that man is peao:a. (37,37.)

Let integrity and uprightness preserve mej for I wait
on thee, 25,21.)

The necessity of being righteous in the eyes of God finds
further confirmation in many passaeges which contrast the sal-
vation of the righteous with the destruction of the wicked,

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, end his
ears, are open unto their ecry.

The face of the LORD is ageinst them that do evil,
to cut off the remembrance of them from Ghe €arth...

Evil shaell slay the wicked: and they that hate the
righteous shall be desolate (guilty]).

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and 1
none of thew thet trust in Bim shall be desolate(guilty)ld
(34,15-16; 21-22, ef, 7,10-11; 68,1-3.)

Since every mem is sinful, 14 no man cen hope to meet
in even the least degree the standard of God's holiness.
If he is to be righteous, that righteousness must be wrought
for him by God, and be given him as a free gift., The Psalms
olearly show that this is what happens; God is the source
of righteousness and salvetion of men.

( He?r me when I call, O God of my rightecusnessS:e....
4,1.

13. Conocordias Bible, Margin.
14. cr. chap. II.




Ané he shall bring forth thy righteocusness as the
Icht, end thy judgement &s the noonday. (37,6.)

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and
righteousness from the God of his selvation., (24,5.)

For with thee is the fountein of life: in thy
light shall we see light., (36,9,)

Salvetion belongeth unto the LORD:eese(3,84)

0 Cod of my selvetion., (25,5; 27,9; 51,14.)

He thet is our God is the god of salvation; and
unto GOD the Lord belong the issues (deliverance)
from death. (68,204

The essence of this righteousness, which Cod bestows

upon man, end upon which men is dependent for his salvation,
is the forgiveness of sin. A greet veriety of terms and
expressions are used to deseribe this process, by which God
removes the evil in man, thus enabling man to stend again

in His hely presence,

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord gpil_tre_ﬂl_ not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 5'_._1___:4.-99

T said, I will confess my transgression unto the LORD;
and thou forgevest the ii..uliy of my sin. (32,1.2,5.)

Have mercy upon me 0 Goé, according to thy lovingkind-
ness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies,
blot out my transgressions.

'ash me throughly from mine iniquity, and gleanse me
from my sinNe..e.

Purge me with hyssop, @and I shall be glean: wash me
andT'%EaTI be whiter than Snow...e

Hide Tace from my sins, and blot out all mine yniguities.

Create in me a olean heart, O GOUjeees

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 0 Godsesee (S51,1-2.7«
9.15 OI z.’ . . s

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities: who healeth
all thy diseeses;

¥ho redeemeth thy life from destruction:i...e

He will not alwaeys chide: neither will he keep his




anger for ever.
8@ hath not deslt with us after our sins; nor

rewarded us cocording $0 our iniquitieS.ess
\s far as the east 1s from the west, so far hath

he removed our transgressions from us. (103,3-4., 9-10.

12.)

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans-
Sreﬂﬁions: nese

sse pPardon mine iniquityjeses

«ss 8nd forgsive 211 my sins. (25,7.11.18.)

PSR ey

Inter not into judgment with thy servant:e....

The LORED will not... Gondemn him when he is Jjudged.

(37,33.)

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and

31

none of them that srust in him shall be desolate(guilty)lS

(34,22, ef,19,14; 31,1.5; 41,4; 65,3; 86,5,)16

How then, does man receive this forgiveness of sins and

salvation from God? It is obvious that not all men are thus

saved, for the righteous are not repeatedly contrasted with

the wicked, The difference is not between Isreel and the

Gentiles, for the Gentiles too will be saved,l? (of. chap.

III, E.) and not even ell of Israel find salvetion.l®

Nor is the difference between men, for, as we have seen, all

are sinners, and even the righteous has to cry, "Enter not

into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no men

living be justified.™ (143,2,) The Psalms show cleerly

that man receives righteousness, forgiveness, and salvation,

15, Concordia Bible, Margin.

16. I am omitting for the moment, the disocussion of the
problem, how it is possible for a holy God to forgive sins.

This matter will be treated in the section on Messiah,
oh.p. III. c.
% €L, Qhapo III’ E.

18. Cf. 15, 12ff, A familiar, trusted friend, no doubt of

Israel, betrayed David.
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when he is truly contrite, confesses his sin, and places

his entire confidence for salvation on the forgiving grace of
God. In a few cases, this entire picture is painted in a
single Psalm., The best example 1is Psalm 32:

Contrition: When I kept silence, my bones waxed
old through my roaring dl1 the day long.
Tor day end night thy hand was heavy
upon me: my moisture is turned into the
drought of summer, (32,2-3.)

Confession: I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said,
I will confess my transgressions unto
the Lord; (32,5a.)

Forgiveness: and thou forgavest the iniquity of
my sin. (32,5b.)

Faith: Many sorrows shell be to the wicked:
but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy
shall compass him about. (32,10.)

Imputed

Righteousness: Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye
righteous, and shout for joy, all ye that
are upright in heart, (32,11.)

In Psalm €69, we find the entire concept in & single verse,

verse 32:

The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your
heart shall live that seek God.

The humble are the meek and contrite, who no lonmger, in sinful
pride, set up themselves as gods. Those who seek God are
those who believe. These people have life and salvetion.
Psalm 22,26, is a close parallel:
The meek shall eet and be satisfied: they shall
praise The LORD that seek him: your heart shall live
for ever. (Cf. 34,18-22; 25; 38; 37,9-11; 69,20-33,)
COntritioﬁ, or true humility eand sorrow cver sin, is

necessary, not because it is @& good work upon which the Lord

N Ly ey
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looks with favor, but because it is the only condition of

the heart which cun turn to God for grace.

Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he
teach sinners in the way.

The meek will be guide in judgment; end the meek
Wwill he feach his way. (25,.8-9.?m

The"sinners" ang the "meek" are singled out for guidance

and for teaching, because only they are teachable.

.. Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto
She lowly: but the proud he xnoweth afar offe (138,6.)

With this in mind, the great passages on contrition are clear.
The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken

heart: and saveth such as be of a gonirite spirit.

Make me to hear joy and gladness; thet the bones which
thou hast broken may Trejoic€....
he sacrifices of God are a broken gp_i,_xt‘%_: & broken

and g contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despises
28,17, )

The man with the "broken heart" and "contrite spirit" readi-
ly and spontaneously confesses his sins to God.
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin

is ever before me.

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, anddone
this evil in thy sight:.ee. (51,3-4.)

I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul;
for I have sinned against thee. (41,4.)

For I am ready %o halt, and my sorrow is continually

before me,
For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry

for my sin, (38,17-18,)
The contrite sinner now places his whole faith in the
promises of mercy, given him by God.

I have fainted, unless I had believed to see the good-
ness of the LORD  in the land of the 1iving. (27,18«

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore

L oL SRV R RN SN




the children of men put their trust under the shadow
of thy wings. (36,7.) ‘

But I em like a green olive tree in the house of
God: I trust in the merocy of God for ever and ever,

I will pralse™ thee for ever, because thou hest done
1t: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good be=
fore thy saints, (52,8~0.)

And now, LORD, what wait I for? ho is in
thee, (59',7. of. 7,13 25,5; 38,15;2*0, s 151,3;
.8; 143.80)

Those who thus rest their hope for seslvation entirely

upon God have that salvatione.

But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shail
rejoice in thy sal vetion. (13,5.) '

Shew thy marvelous lovingkindness, 0 thou that
savest by thy right hand them which put their trust
n thee from those that rise up against them., (17,7.)

Oh how great is thy &godness,' which thou hast laid
uﬁ for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for
them that Trust in thee before the sons of men}

131,19.7

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast
%hen me the heritage of those that fear thy name.
»

L] .

For thou, Lord, art Good, and ready to forgive;
and lenteo:minx;erc uno'alltem at oa %
e ieriecle dp S i ol 08 N S e,

» ™ -40.

Men who have this faith, though they &re sinners, are

called righteous.

The righteous shall be glaed in the LORD, and shall
trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall gleory,

But the salvatibn of the righteous is of the
" +e. he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save
~them, because they trust in him, (3?,59-40., '

But let all those thet put their trust in thee

il te s s B




Tejoice:....let them also that love thy name be joy-
ful in thee.
For thou, LORD, wilt bbss the righteousisess .
(5,11-12, cf, 11,1-2; 34,21; 32,113 37,32; 55,223
68,3,)
O%her designations are also used to desoride this state of .
mén's reconcilition with God. Man is now spiritually alive:
sse in his favour is lifei.... (30,5.)
He is perfect, and upright:

Mark the perfect man, and behold the uprightie...
(37,37, ef. 22,11; 19,13; 11,2.)

He 1s kind, benevolent, pious towerd God T OTJ :
ese 2nd T will wait on thy namej for it is good
before thy saints. (52,9b., ef. 12,1; 31,23; 86,2;
He is @ man set apert by God, holy, <ifﬁ"7£2 :

O fear the LORD, ye his saints:... . (34,9. ef.:16,3,.)
He 1s faithful firm, steadfast STIAON @ (ef. 12,13
31,23.) He 1is God's servant, (34,22; 143,2.) He is clothed
In the beautiful garments of holiness. (118,3.)

Men does not earn righteousness in the sight of God by
hls works. Certair veessges, seem to teach that he does,
thet salvetion is dependent on man's works, and not on
faith, at lezst not on faith alone.

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernecle, who shall

dwell in thy holy hill?

He thet wolketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness,

and speaketh the truth in his heart...
++s He that doeth these things shall never be move
ed., (15,1-2;55.7
The LORD rewarded me aceording to my righteocusness;

ao:ording to the cleanness of my hands hath he pecompen=
sed me. e -
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For all his judgments were before me, and I 4id not
Put away his stotutes from me.

I was elso upright before him, and I kept myself from
mine inigquity. _

Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me acoording to
my righteousness, asccoriing to the cleanness of my

hande in hi= ov siz
g 3 Wfth tﬂe a:vz:"'rgi f‘id%tﬁhou wilt shew thyself mereiful
Wwith en upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright;
With the »ure thou wilt shew thyself pure; end with
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward,
(18,20~26,)

Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughtss . .

And see if there by any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the wey everlesting, (139,23-24. of, 7,8-113
19,113 24,3«6; 26,1=3.6,11~12; 41,12, )

It 1s tmmedintely evident, however, since all these passages
8re spoken by the believer, whose sins heve been forgiven
through feith, thet they ere not direoily applicadle %o the
problem of salvation. Psaln 24 is pertiovlarly enlighten=
ing in thiz respect:
Who shall escend into the hill of the LORD? or who
shall stand in his holy place?
He thet hath clean hands, end & pure heart; who h:th
xhlirted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit-
Ve
He shzll receive the blessing from the LOND, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation.
(24,5=-5)
Up to this point this yessaege closely perallels Psalm 15,
However, the very next verse tells who these people are,
whoge hands are clean, and whence they have “a pure heart®.

This is Lhe generstion of them thet seek iaim, that
Beek thy fage, O (Cod of) Jacobe. (24,0.)

We need not orgue long on this point however, The
fact of the matter is, thet, were salvetion dependent upon
men's works, there simply would be no selvation: for it is
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impossible for men to save himsolr.lg

sesniONe cen keep alive his own soul. (22,29.)
Man has no more power over his spiritual life than his
physicel existence. Any men who is at all aware of his
spiritual condition must ory with David, "Mine iniquities
are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are %oo
heavy for me? (38,4.) 4And with the Messiah he must ory,
"innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine 1n1qn1t10:

have taken hold upon me, so that I am able to.iook»up;

they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart

faileth me." (40,12.) In such a state of total helplessness
he then rests his hope on God alone: ®But I am poor and
needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and
my deliverer; meke no tarrying, O my God." (40,173 70,5.)
Those who make works & means of men's salvation con=
ceive of righteousness as a matter of external works. The
Psalms, on the other hand, repeatedly emphasize that right=-
Gousness is a condition of the heart.
+s« the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.
My defence is of God, whioch saveth the upri
in heart., (7,9b-10.)
Behold, thou desireth truth in the inward parts:

end in the hidden part thou shalt make me to wis-

dom, (SI.G, Cle. &’E; 26’2; 139, 25"’2'40) 2
Without this righteousness of the heart, which mean receives
from God by faith, even the sacrifices are useless.

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it:

19, Cf. Chap. II, on Man's Deprevity. '
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thou delightest not in burnt offering. :
The secrifices of God are a broken spirit, a brokem
and & gontrite heert, O Cod, thou wilt not désplsecesee
Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of
%@\% = “with burnt offering and whole Durnt Of=-
erring: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine
altar, (51,16.17.19.)

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will
magnify him with thanksgiving.

This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or
bullock That hath horns and hoofs. ;

The humble shsll see this, and be glad: and your
heart shall live that seek God. (69,30-32.)

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your
rust in the LORD. (4,5. ¢f. 40,6.)

Even the damnation of the wicked bears testimony to the
truth, thet men is sesved by feith aslone, Although the wicked

are judged according to, and Gamned on account of, their works,

the primary cherge asgeinst them appears repeatedly to be their
unbelief, their rejection of God. All their wickedness flows
from this source.

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart,
thet there is no fear of God before his eyes. (36,1.)

The wicked shall be turned into hell, ani all the
nations that forget God. (9,17.)

Have all the woxkers of 1niqﬁ1ty no knowledge? who
She Lord “(3hra; o3edeof: 10,4; S4s85 BETaT T

Finally, all the passages quoted before in proof of man‘'s
total depravity, of salvation by grace, of the forgiveness
of sin, of salvation through faith, all these siund os
added evidence that the Davidic Psalms teach salvation by the
grace of God alone, through feith alone, without works of
ény kind. Work-righteousness could hardly be uore effeotive-

ly, more emphatically exeluded.
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Possessing the righteousness of faith, men can now appeal
o his own rightecusness for selvetion; for the rightgoul_n!ll

of faith makes works of righteousness possible on the part of
men,

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I
wait on thee. (85,21.8

Judge me, O LORD; for I heve walked in mine integ-
Tity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall
not slide,

Examine me, 0 LORD, and prove me; try my reins and
my heart,

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I
have W&lked iIl thy trutho...

I will wash mine hends in innocencyiesss

But es for me, I will welk in mine integrity: redeem me,
and be merciful unto me, (26,1-3. 6a.1l.) .

The LORD shall judige the people: judge me, O LORD,
8ccording to my righteousnese, end according to mine
integrity that is in me, (7,8.)

The rightecusness of feith elso mekes the imperfect works of
man aeceptable in the sight of God.

Let the words of my mouth, and thg meditation of my

heart, be scceptuble in thy sight, 0 LORD, my strength,
and my redecmer., (19,14.)

C. The Messiah

As we have indicated20 ¢he picture of men 's salvation is
not complete until we find the answer to the question, "How
ean God forgive sin without violating His holiness?" The ans=-
Wwer, of course, is in the work of the Messish, By this express-
lon of hopeful longing for a "selvation out of Zion", David
shows thet he was fully aware of this missing factor in the
salvation plan, &nd thet he looked to the Messiah to supply it.

20. Cf. footnote 17, p. 31.
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Oh thet the salvation of Israel were.come out of
Zion! when the T.ORD bringeth back the capiivity of his
%eople, Jacob shall re joelce, and Ierasel shall be glad.
14,7: 53,6, )

For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of
Judah: thet they mey dwell there, and have it in
possession, (69,35,)

The context in both of these possages shows that the salvation
referred to is salvation from sin.

No passage in the Davidie Psalms tells us clearly and dai-
rectly who the Messish is to be. That & distinot person is
meant is evident in most of the passages dealing with His work
&nd office. The lfessiah is clearly ‘identifried with God.

»++ the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his
PeOPlE,eeee (14,74)

For Cod will save ZioNyeeee . (69,35, cf. 68,18=204.)
Ivery passege, in fect, which depiets the lMessiah as the Savior
of Israel, identifies Him with God. This is consistent with
our whole previous discussion of salvetion as wrought by God
alone, That the Messiah is elso man is evident in all the
Passages which depict His sufferings. Only God can save; only
ﬂﬂin ¢an suffer. The Messieh is to save by suffering, He
must then be both Cod and man.
It must bo grented thet this is, however, pure deduction.
It is valid in the light of the New Testement, of course, but

questionable on the basis of the Psalms alone§ for in the Psalms

the Messiah as sufferer is not clearly identified with the

Messiah as savior or as King. ;
The incernetion of the Messiah is teught in Psalm 40,6.,

provided that the Septugint trenslation, confirmed in
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berews;lo,s. is aoccepted as the correct reeding. Psalm 40,6
oonte ins the phrase, "Mine ears hast thou opened (digged,
bored through)"; in the Helwew, *7 NN"1D LI 3N
The Septuegint rentiering is oi;uu.aQ Kﬂ??fraﬂdx“oﬁ quoted
thus in Hebrews 10,5. end translated, "but a body hast thou
Prepared me". If this is what Devid wrote, he evidently had
@ clear picture of the Messiah made Plesn. The difficulty
can be resolved only by eassuming & corruption in the Hebrew
text, a rather precarious procedure.sl

The Messiash was to do the will of God. Psalm 40,5-12 des-
eribes that will, It is in the first place, a will ridhhin
grace toward man.,

Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to usward: they
cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would
declare and speak of them, they are more than cen be
numbered. (40,5.)

We note secondly, that, this will of God did not find its ulti-
méte fulfilment in the various sacrifices of the 0ld Testament.
Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine

ears hast thou opened (or, a body hest thou prepared):
?zg?g.?ffering and sin offering haot thou not required.
The will of God, described already in the Pentateuoh, is thnt'
the Messiah should come and do a certain work. The uaas}lh
Joyfully carries out the will and instruction of God.
Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the books

it is written of me, ‘
I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is

i
i

21. For a full éiscussion of this problem, with exegesis
of both versions, see the Commentary of Adem Clarke, the 014

Testament., Vol. III, p, 349f.) ;
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Within my heart. (40,7-8.)

The devotion of the lMessiah to the will of God is desoribed
8lso in Psalm 69,9:

The zeal of thine house hath eaten me UPlseeo
Just what was this task which God wanted the Messiah
to perform? In the first plece, it was a prophetic work, the

preéching of the righteousness of faith, the Gospel of the
grace of God,

I have preached righteocusness in the great congre-

gation: lo, I have not refrained my 1ips, O LORD, thou
knowest,

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heert;
I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation:
I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth
from the great congregation. (40,9-10.)

See also Psalm 22, 22-23,.25: .
I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the
midst of the congregation will I praise thee,

Ye thet fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed

of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of
Israel,

My praise shall be of thee in the great congrega-
tion: I will pay my vows before them that fear him,

In the second place, according to the will of God, the

Messiah was to be a Priest.

The LORD hath sworn, and will not rcpent, Thou art
& priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek, (110,4.)

The primary duty of the priests of the 0ld Testament was to
offer sacrifices. But as we have noted this was not God's
purpose for the Messiah,

( Saerifice and offering thou didst not desirej..s.
40,6.)

Wherein, then, lay the priesthood of the Messiah? It lay in
His own suffering and death.
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God Himself inflicted on the Messiah His sufferings.

Because for thy/ soeke I have borne reproach; shame
- covered my TACC .. " 1tte ;
or they persecute him whom thou hast sm n 3
8nd they telk to the grief of those whom thou hess
¥ounded. (69,7.26,)

I became also a reproach unto them: when they look=
ed upon me they sheke their heads,
"Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy
merey,
That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou,
LORD, hast done it. (109,25-27.7

For thou hast mede him a 1ittle lower than the
angela’-ooo (E?,.‘B.)

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my
tongue cleaveth to my jews; end thou hast brought me
into the dust of demth, (22,15.)

The fearlulness of these sufferings is vividly desoribed.22

Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my complaint,
and make & noise; '

Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the
oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me,
eénd in wrath they hate me. : :

My heert is sore pained within me: end the terrors of
death are fellen upon me. :

Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror
hath overwhelmed me. (55,2-5,)

For T em poor and needy, ard my heart ' is wounded
within me. ' .

I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: I am
tossed up and down as the locust.

My knees are weak through fasting; end my flesh fail=-
eth of fatness. (109,22-24.) '

The Messiah is forsaken by all men.

I em become a stranger unto my brethren, and &n
alien unto my mother's childreN.s.e

Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of
heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there
was none; and for comforters, but I found none., (69,8.20.)

Worst of all, even God has forsaken Him.




s My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? w
hou 80 far from helping me, and from the word
Toaring?

C my God, I ery in the daytime, but thou m

?:g inatl)ze night season, and am not silent,

Meny details of His passion, as deseribed inm the N
ent, are foretold in these Psalms. We shall 1ist 'ﬂﬁ

The Betrayal : For it was not an enemy that m
i proached me; then I could have borme
{ it: neither was it he that hated me
. that did megnify himself against mej
then T would have hid myself from .
him:

But it was thou, a man mine ml.s
my guide, and mine acquaintance. F

We took sweet counsel togh‘mr 5
and welked unto the house of God
COMpanyeesse

He hath put forth hig hancs
st such as be at peace with him: h -
hath broken his covenant. o

The words of his mouth were -n >
er than butter, but war was in his
‘heart: his words were softer than oﬂq\
yet were they drewn swords,
(55,12-14.20=21, of, 41,9.)

Condemnat ion And they have rewarded me nﬂ
of Judas: good, and hatred for my love.
Set thou a wicked man ove .
and let Satan stend at his r
Yhen he shall be judged, let hi
be condemned: and let his prltﬂ
come sin, -
Let his days be few; and let &
other take his office. .
Let his children be fathe
and his wife & '1‘0"0 (1”'

Crueifixion: | «ee they plerced my y
feet. (22,16b.) . o

Vinegar ang

mﬂ They gave me also

gall
end in ny thirad Shey w
gar to drink. (“,Il

CSrull

Parting or They ted my
Garments: and eutpl.:tl mn!r \
4 (22,18.)

-




Ridioule ;

Death ang
Resurrection:

Exaltation:

Ascension, Victory .
Continual Preg-
ence:

Defeat of
eénemies(men and
devils):

But T am a worm, and no man: a re=-
proach of men, and despised of the
people,

All they that see me laugh me to
scorn: they shoot out the 1lip, they
shake the head, saying,

He trusted on the LORD that he
would deliver him: let him deliver
him, seeing he delighted in him.
(22' 6-8. )

I became also a reproach unto
them: when they looked upon me they
shaked their heads. (109,25.)

Therefore my heart is glad, and my
glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall -
rest in hope.

For thou wilt not leave my =oul in
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine
Iloly One to see corrupntion.

Thou wilt shew me the path of life;

in thy presence is fulness of joy; at
thy right hand there are pleasures
for overmore. (16,9-11.)

Thou hast ascended on high, thou
hast led captivity captive: %thou hast
received gifts for men: yea, for the
rebell ious also, that the LORD God
might dwell emong them, (68,18.)

Let their table become a snare
before them: and that which should
have been for their welfare, let 1t
become a trap.

Let their eyes be darkened, that
they see not; and meke their loins
continuelly to shsake,

Pour out thine indignation upon
them, and let thy wrathful anger
take hold of them,

Let their habitation be desolate;
and let none dwell in their tentS....

Add iniquity unto their iniquity;
and let them not come into thy right-
eousness.

P



Let them be blotted out of the
book of the living, and not be writ-
ten with the righteocus. (69,22-25,
27-28, cf. 40,14-15; 41,10-11; 109,29.)

Vhat is the purpose of all this suffering? What is the g

relationship between the Messiah and the forgi veness of men's
8108? In celling Him "Priest" (110,4.) God implies that He
1s & means by which the people receive forgiveness of sin. In

Baying that He is "priest for ever", God indicates that the

sacrifice the liessiah offers hes permanent value, True, the
Psalms give no such clear explenation of this point as that
in Hebrews 7; yet is is evident even in the Psalms that the
Messiah died as sin-bearer for men.
The Primary evidence for this is the first part of Psalm
9. In verse 4 lessiah ories, "They that hate me without a
S8use are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would
destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mightyie..,."
This is clearly a protestation of innocence, But it is follow-
ed immediately in verse 5 by a confession of sin: "0 God,
tha. caowest my foolishﬁess; and my sins are not hid from thee."
The fearful sinfulness of the Messieh, the weight of the sin
vhich he bore, is best depicted in Psalm 40, 12.
For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine

Iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I em not

able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine

head: therefore my heert faileth me, 4
Note that His bearing of sin here is part of the will of God,
vhich Messiah delights to do. (40,8.) So great is the weight
of this sin which He bears, that He is driven almost to des-

pair,




e

uiave me, O God; for the waters are come unto my
‘o . .
I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: -

I em come into deep waters, where the floods overflow .
me,

1 am weary of wy orying: my throat is dried: mine
8yes fail while I wait for my God. (69,1-3.)

The explanation of the suffering under sin, which the innocent
Messiah bears, appears in verses 4 and 9.

*s» then I restored that which I tock not away.
The Messiah is paying back a debt which He did not incur.

ses the reproaches of them that reproached thee are
fallen upon me.

The guilt eand punishment of all the sins by which men have
Violated the holiness of Cod has fallen upon the shoulders
of the Messiah. All this He bears in obedience to God.

Because for thy seke I have borne reproach; shame
hath covered my Tace, (69,%7.)

Thus, through the sufferings and death of the Messiah,
men who are ground into the dust by their sin, find peace
and life,

The meek shall eat end be satisfied: they shall
pruise the LORD thet seek him: your heart shall 1ive
for ever., (22,26,)

Thus the captivity in which sin hes held man, is brokenm,
and God has delivered man from deeth.

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity
?fﬁﬁ_: thou hast received élfts for men; yea, for

rebellious &lso, thet the LORD God might dwell among
thu....

He that is our God is the God of salvation; and
unto God the Lord belong the issues (deliverence) from
death. (68,18.20,)

Thus Zion is saved, the Kingdom of God, His church, is built,
For God will save Zion, and will build the oities of




Judah: that they may dwell therein. (69,35-364.)
And thus the message is proclaimed to all gemerations, that
God has wrought Tichteousness for men.

They shéll come, and shall declare h%s righte usness
unto a people thet shall be born, that he ne
this, 722 »51.)

The preyere of the suff-ring Messiah for deliverance do

not go unanswered.

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the afflioction of
the afflicted; neither heth he his his fece from him;
but when he c¢ried unto him, he heard. (22,24.)

God will not "guffer his oly Cne to see ccrruption™, but
reises Him to glory et His own right hand. 16,10=11.)
And now the Messish, at the right hand of Cod, rules with an

iron hané even His enemies,

The LORD szi1d unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right
hand, until T make %thine enemies thy footstool.

The LORL shall send the rcd of thy strength out
of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemieS....

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings
in the day of his wrath,

He shell judge &mong the heathen, he shall f£ill
the places with desd bodies: he shall wound the heads
ovér many countries. (110,1-2; 5-6. of. 68,21-24,)

_ Moreover he has dominion over all of creation.

For thou... hest crowned him with glory end honour.

Thou medest him to have dominion over the works of
thy hends; thou hest put 211 things under his feeat:

411 sheep and oxen, yea, ani the beasts of the field; -
The fowl of the air, and fish of the sea, and what-
soever passeth through the paths of the sea, (8,5-8.)

lilessiah is not only @ King of power, however; He is also King
of grace, King of love to thoss who fear him,
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn unto
the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall

worship before thee.
For the kingdom is the LORD'S: he is governor among

B e —— |




the nations, ' 5
411 they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship:
all they that go down to the dust shall bow before himieess

(22,27-29, )

€ God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places:
the Cod of Isrsel is he that giveth strength and

wer untc his people. DBlessed be God. 154-35,
ef, 110,2-47 §4%E=%?‘16,2-5.)

Finally, the Messiah reigns also as King of glorye.

Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye 1ift up,

i{e everlasting (ioors;’and the King of glory shall come
n, 7 %
Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and migh

ty, the LORD mighty in battle, :

Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even 1lift them up
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall.
come in,

Who is this Xing of glory? the LORD of hosts,he 1s
the King of glory. Selah, (24,7~10.)

Ds The Nord of God

Man caen know thas Jehovah is & God of Grace, who forgives
men's sin through the work of the Messish, only through
8pecial revelation, We have seeﬁ in our discussion of the
Netural Knowledge of God, thet man cen read out of nature
the fact of the existence of God, ar;d such attributes as His
majesty, power, glory, goodness is preserving life on earth,
8nd His justice. But & knowledge of GCod which "converts the
soul", "rejoices the heart", "enlightens the eyes", ™makes
wise the simple™, comes to men only through the "statutes of
the LORD™, "the commandment of the LORD", "fhe law of the LORD",
"the testimony of the LORD". (19,7-8.)2°

83, Verses 1-6 of Pselm 19 deel with the natural know-
ledge of God; verses 7-11 with the knowledge of God revealed
in the Vora.,




When Davia speaks of the the commandment, statutues, testimony, &
1a%, or judgments of the LORD, he is referrimg to the Book 1
in which Jehoveh is revealed, or to passages or incidents |
Tecorded in that Book. How much of the 0ld Testament David

bad, we cannot know., It is certain that he had the Penta=-

teuch, for his psalns contain meny references to the history

the laws, and the Cod 1t records. (68,7 £f; 103,7-8.)

¥hen we speek here of the ¥ord of God, we refer to the

various means by which man acquires such knowledge of God,

88 he cannot acquire in nature. Such means ere the reading

of the recoraed law, meditation of the law, the preaching of

e law in 1ts widest sense. This Word of God, in giving

mén knowledge of the way of salvation which he can gain 1in

Do other way, is the means by which the Grace of God is

offered end epplied to man.

In the VYord, God is rev-aled as a God who forgives

8in:

He hath made known his ways unto Moses, his acts
unto the children of Israel.

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger
énd plenteous in merey . ‘

He will not always chid?; neither will he keep his
énger for ever. (103,7-9.

I have preached righteousness in the great congrega=-
tion: lo, I heve not refreined my lips, O LORD, thou
knowest,

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I
have declared th Efsﬁess and thy salvation: I

ait

have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from
the great congregetlon. (Z%J-IU.J

In the written Word, the Messiah is revealed:

Then said I, LO, I came: in the volume of the book
it 1s written of me, :




51

I delight to do thy will, O my God:eess(40,7-82,)
Jehovah teaches sinners the way of salvation; in this
"Teaching" the means of the revealed Word is implied:

Shew me thy ways, 0 LORD; teach me thy paths.
Ised &e in thy Truth, and feaoh me; for-thou art the
GodRof my salvetion: on thee do I w!;it a]% :}l::e gzzi

emember, O LOKD, thy tender mercies an y ng-
kinﬁnesg; for they }.mve been ewer of Old.sss

od and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach
8inners in the way. o

© méek will he guide in judgment: end the meek will
he teach his way. (25,4=6.8-9,)

¥hen Devid here culls upon God to "remember™ His "tender
mércies™, he is clearly referring to the promises of merecy
revedled in vhe Law of Moses.

In glving man knowledge of the grace of God, the Word
Brves &s the means by which sinners are turned back to God,
led to re entance ang faith.

Then will I teach trensgressors thy ways; and sinners
shall be converted unto thee, ( 51,13.)

And he hath put a new sang im my mouth, even praise
unto our Cod: many shall see it, and fear, and
trust in the LORD. (40,3.)

For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light
shell we see light. (36,9.)

When thou seidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said
wnto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. (27,8.)

The law of‘ the LORD is perfect, converting the soulisese.

And they that know thy neme will put their trust in
thae:.... (9.10.,

The law of God, as the revelation of His will, contains
elements both of warning and of promise to the bel iever:

Moreover by thea is thy servant warned: and in keep-
ing of them there is great reward. (19,11.)




But the mercy of the LORD 1s from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his r ight-
éousness unto children's children;

To such as keep his wovenant and to those that re=-
mémber his commandments %o do them. (103,17-18.)

The law serves as a guide to men in sanctification:

The mouth of the righteous spesketh wisdom, and
his tongue tolked of judgment.

The law of his God is in his heert; nome of his
steps shall slide, (37,30-31.) :

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
T%éch t):hou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye.
»8. :

Teach me thy way, O LORD: I will walk in thy
truth: unite my heart to fear thy neme, (86,11.)

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy
8pirit is good; lead me into the land of upright-
ness, (143,10,)

For all his judgments were before me, and I did
not put away his statutes from me.

I was also upright before him, and I kept myself
from iniquity. (18,22-23,)

Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy
hi.gs I)have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.
4.

God's Word is unalterably certain and true, for the faith-
fulness and truth of God stands behind His law and promises,

The law of the LORD is perfect... the testimony of
the LORD i& sure,....

The statules of the LORD are right,... the command -
ment of the LORD is UTC s 00 . ‘

The fear of the L'Eﬁﬁ'is clean, endur for ever: -
the judgments of the LORD are true &8nd rightegus alto-
gether. (19,7-9.) s

As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord
is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in
him, 118,30.) ‘

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver
tried in & furnace of earth, purified seven times.

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever., (12,6-7.)




The believer rcalizes that it is through the Word of

f0d that Le iows Cod and His selvetion. Therefore he
praises that Vord highly:

In God I will preise his word, in God I have put
my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto Mme.ees
In God will T preise his word; in the LORD will I
praise his word. (56,4.10.)

The believer longs to hear God's Word:

More to be desired are they then gold, yea, than
much fine gold: sweeter also then honey and the honey-
comb, (19,10.)

Out of this longinzg grows the believer's love for God's house.

Here he ean hear the Vord of God proclaimed, and worship God
for His grace.

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise
thy neme for thy lovingkindness and for Ehy truth: for
thou has megnified thy word above all thy NemB....

A1l the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD,
vhen they heer the words of thy mouth. (138,2.4.)

I wvas glad when they said unto me, Let us go into
the house of the LORD.

Our feet shell stend within thy gates, O Jerusalem.

ti‘lﬁ‘erusza.lem is builded as a city that is compact to-
gether;

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
unto the testimony of Israeel (i.e., the place where the
Word is preached), to give thanks unto the mame of the
LORDO (122.1-4.)

One thing heve I desired of the LORD, that will I
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD,
8nd to enquire in his temple, (27,4.)

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust
in the covert of thy wings. (61,4.)

LORD, I have loved the habitetion of thy house, and
the place where thine honour dwelleth. (26,8.)

In the "great congregation", the assembly of Isarael, the
Word of God was proclaimed, and His preises sung.




I will give thee thenks in the great oo_n‘ﬁeﬁ_a_tiogs
I will preise thee among much peopge. (55,18.

I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the
midst of the conrregation will I praise the€....

My praise Shell be of thee in the great congrega=
tion:e... (22,22.25.)

T have presched righteousness in the great gongre-

g&tion:....
ees I heve not concesled thy lovingkindness &nd

thy truth from the great congregation. (40,9-10.)

Every believer, out of the joy of his salvation, preaches
the VWord of salvation to others.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and up=
hold me with thy free spirit.

Then will I tese¢h trensgressors thy weys; and
sinners shell be converted unto thee. (51,12-13,)
They shell come, eand shall declare his righteousness

unto & people that shall be born, thet he hath done
this. (22,31; 26,7.)

E. The Extent of Salvetion

Since David is king, Psalmist, and regligious teacher of
Isreel, 1t is to be expected thet his chief interest should be

in the salvation of his own people.

ees let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends
of the earth, (59,13b.)

Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and
for ever, (131,3.)

Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over
L'ra']-o-oo
ess the God of Israel is he that ?heth strength and

power unito his people... (68,34-36
Redeem Israel, O God, out of @ll his troubles.(25,22.)

However, Tehoveh is not the God of Israel alone, He is God

over all the earth.




They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are
afraid at thy tokens:se.. (65, 8.) :

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and
let thy glory be ebove all the earth. (57,11s)

The wrath of Jehowah extends over all nations.

Moab is my washpot; over Edom will I cast out
lir.érotsho?: Philistia, triusmph thou because of me.
+€.

Thou, therefore, 0 LORD God of hosts, the God of
Israel, eweke tc visit ell the heathen: be not meroiful
%o any wicked tra NSEIreSSCrBesss

Consume thewm in wrath, consume them, that they may
not be: and let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto
Yhe ends of the earth., (59,5.13.)

From the universality of Jehovaeh's rule, from the
universa_lity of His wrath over sin, and from the attribute
of his changelessness, we may conclude that His grace, if
it applies to Isreel, extends equally over all the earth,
This 1s indiceted alsc by many pessages which speak of all

nations as yet turning to Him.

411 the ends of the world shall remenber and turn unto
the LORD: and e@ll the kindreds of the nations shall
worship before thee,

For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the gover-
nor cmong the nations.

A1l they that be fat upon the earth (i.e. the rich)

shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the
dust (i.e,, the poor? shall bow: before him: and none
can keep elive his own soul, (z2,27-29.)

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer
us, 0 Cod of our salvation; who art the confidence of
all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar
off upon the seaj.... -(65,5.)

Frirces shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shell soon

streteh out her hands unto God.
Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing
Praises unto the lordje.... (68,31-32.)

411 nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor-
ship before thee, O lLord; end shall glorify thy name,(86,9.)




All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD,
when they hear the words of thy mouth.

Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD; for
great is the glory of the LORD., (138, 4~5.)

F. Eleotion )
God has in eternity chosen, set apert, or anointed;
certain people as His own.
Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest
f?.?pp7g%fz.?nto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts:

But know that the LORD hath set apert him that is
godly for himself:.... (4,4.)

God brings the men He has chosen to faith.

Blessed is the man whom thou ohoosest, and, causest
.t‘_?, EPPrOB-Oh unto th.ee....c (65'4.) '

The man whose sins have been forgiven knows that he has
been thus chosen by God.
Iniquities prevail ag inst me: as for our trans-
gressions, thou shalt them away.
Blessed Is the men whom thou choosest,.... (65,3.4.)
The men who is thus chosen, knows also that God will answer
his prayers,
But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is
godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto
him, (4,3.)

The whole life of the elect, all his trials and problems,

are recorded by God already in eternity.

Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears
into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? (56,8.)

God delivers His eleot, His anointed, in all their afflict-

ions,

Now I know that the LORD saveth his anointed: he
will hear him from his holy Beeven with the saving
strength of his right hand. (20,6.)




God strengthens Fis ancinted, blesses %
and finally takes them to Himself.

The LORD is their strength, ‘iﬂb ﬁ
strength of his anointed.

. Save thy people, and bless thim nher i
feed them also, end 1ift them up for evers




IV. Sanctification

A+ The Nature of Sanctificetion

In our discussion of the relationship between faith and
works (III,B.), we have seen that the Psalms teach salvation
by faith alone, without works. To understand the role of
semtification in the picture of David's theology, it is meces—
S88ry to cover some of the seme ground, this time, however,
fron the point of view of works. If works are not the means
°f man's salvetion, what 1s their relation to faith?

Faith and works are intimstely related in the Psalms.,
They are often mentioned in one breath, almost as though

both are equelly necessary.

Wait <n tke LORD (faith), and keep his way (works),
t(lgg he ?hall exalt thee to inherit the landieecee
904 o

Trust in the LORD (faith), and do good (works); so
shalt thou dwell in the land,.... (37,3.)

Judge me, 0 LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity
(vorks): I heve trusted also in the LORD (faith); there=-
fore I shall not slide, (26,1.)

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness (works), and
put your trust in the LORD (faith). (4,5.)

Works are, indeed, importent and necessary. However, they
&re never spoken of as working salvation, separately from
faith, It 1s true that certain passages speak of works with-
out even mentioning faith; even in these, however, the spirit
of faith is present, for the writer, by his very mention of
Jehovah, shows that he trusts in him, Faith is thus

; e
| . - :




Presupposed, 24
The fact of the matter is that faith is fundemental to
all good works. No works ere good without it. Only man
in whom God has created a "clean heart" and renewed a "Right
lbirit", only he can offer "sacrifices of righteousness™
with which Jehovah is pleased, (51,10,19.) Faith is never
without good works, however, Those that "fear™ the LORD,
&re the ones who "keep his covenant, and ... remember his
commandments to do them." (103,17-18.) The Sheperd who
"restoreth my soul" also "leadeth me in the paths of right=
Sousness for his name's sake"., (23,3.) The man that
"feereth the LORD, him shall he teach in the way that he
shall choose", (25,12.) ™Cause mé to know the way wherein
I should walk", the Psalmist preys God, end the ground of
his prayer is "for in thee do I trust: ... for I 1ift up
my soul unto thee®, (143,8,) Agein, "Teach me to do thy
Will: for thou ert my God (feith):...." (143,10.) This
relationship i1s brought out ir Psalm 34, 11-14, vhere the
Psalmist teaches children what "the fear of the LORD"
is: : g
Come, ye ochildren, hearken unto me: I will teach
you the fear of the LORD :
What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many
édays, that he may see good?
¥een. thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speak-
ing guile,
Depart from evil, and do gwd; seek peace, and pursue it.
Sanctification goes much deeper than purely external

works, It i1s a condition and attitude of the heart. If

24, Cf, Psalm 18, 19-24; 37,87-28; 15.
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there i:s no purity of heart, there is no purity at all.

Who shell ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who
8hall stend in his holy place?
(24He th:?t hath c¢lean hands end @ pure heart:e..

3=-4 i,

] ©

Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me
in the night; thou hast tried me, end shalt finé nothing;
](:l'a]m p‘.)lrposed thet my nouth shall not transgress.

83,

The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and
his tongue talked of judgment.

The leaw of his God is in his heart; none of his
steps shall slide. (37,30-31.)

- Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and
ow my thoughts:

Lnd see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way of everlesting. (139,23-24,)

Only on account of the righteousness which God imputes to

him through feith, can the Psalmist appeel to God to search
his heert, as he does in the latter pessage. David recognizes
the fect thet his own righteousness is far from perfect.

His works ere tainted with sin; yet they are acceptable to
God, beceuse God is his redeemer.

The steps of & good r&n are ordered by the LORD: and
he delighteth in his wey.

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down:
for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.
(37,23-24,)

Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from
secret foulis.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be
right, and I shall be innocent from the great trans-
gression, :

let the words of my mouth, @and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength,
and my redaeﬁ%—ma,lz-u.) ¥

Sinee the unbeliever does not have "a clean heart"™ and

"a right spirit" (51,10.), he cennot do works that are
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Pleasing to God;"... there is none thet doeth good, no, not
one." (14,31v,)25

It is clear, then that sanctification cannot originate
in men. Holiness of 1ife is wrought in man by God, Just ad
felth is, end together with faith., It is God who teaches the
believer now to live in conformity with His will, and give
him the strength to do so.

Hold up my goings in thy paths, thet my fooisteps
8lip not. (17,5.)

1;J'é‘or thou hast delivered my aoulimmtg::t!lu *:%l':'alk
not thou deliver feet from fall ’ m
beéfore God in The E%Q;E’E of the ILiving? (56,13.)

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
Yhou shel¥ go:_L will guide thee with mine eye. (32,8.)

Lead me, 0 LORD, in thy righteousness because of

xztine Ssnem'fes; meke thy wey straight before my face.
5,8, ;

Though 1t is God who works such sanctification in the
believer, the holy 1life end the good works that result are
distinetly the 1ife and works of the believer. Once a new
heart has been created in him, he delights to do the will
of God, (40,8,) uen can do nothing to contribute to his
salvation, But when salvation is his through faith, he oan
and does cooperste with God in sanctification of life.

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a

right spirit within me ...

Then will I teach transgressors thy wWeysSjesss

0 LORD, opén thou my 1lips, and my mouth shall shew

forth thy praise., (51,10.13.15.)

I will behave myself wisely in a perfedt way. O

25, Cf, Chap. II, A, the discussion of the effeot of
depravity on man, pp. 16-20,




when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my
house with a perfect heart, (101,2.)

For I heve kept the ways of the LORD, and have not
wickedly Gepo.rTES_from my Cod.

For all his judgments were before me, and I did not
put awey his statutes from me, :

L weas also upright before him, and I kept myself from
iniquity. {18,21-23) _

B. The Manifestation of Sanctification

The primery evidence and external manifestation of the
change that hes teken place in the believer's heart, is
his complete trust in and swrender to Jehovah, His whole
life is wrapped up in Cod ; his troubles ere in God's hands,

Into thine hend I commit my spirit: thou hast re-
deemed me, 0 LORD God of truthe... : o
GodBut I trusted in thee, 0 LORD I said, Thou art my

My times ere in thy heand:eese (31,5.14~15.)

I have set the LORD always before me: becsuse he is
at my right hand, I shall not be moved, (16,8.)

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou
LORD, only mekest me dwell in safety. (4,8.)

Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give
thee the desires of thine heart.

Cormit thy way unto the LORD: trust also in him; an
he shall bring it to pPaSEeese ‘

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for himi....
(37.4‘50?0) :

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain
fggoz h? shall never suffer the rightecus to be moved.
222,

With such trust in Jehoveh, the believer has no fear, even
though great dangers threaten him,

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee,

In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my
trust; I will ndt fear what flesh can do unto m@....

When I ory unfo ¢hee, then shall mine enemies turn

bagk: this I know; for doa is for me. (56,3~4.9.)




I laid me down end slept; I awaked: for the LORD
sustained me.

I will not be afreid of ten thousends of people, that
have Sef themselves ageinst me round ehous,

(3|5"6.)

The LORD i1s my 1ight end my selvetion: whom shall P 4
fear? the LORD ie the strength of my life; of whom
BREI1l I be 2freiG:ea..

Though an host should encaup egainst me, my heart
Shall not fear: though wer should rise ageinst me, in

£ WI-E I Ee confident.ecceces

Vait on the 1.ORD: be of good courege, and he shall
strengthen thine hear®: ?51%, T Say on the LORD.
(27’103014¢)

Even fear of death is overcome by trust in Jehoveéh and in
His merey,

Yea, though I welk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will frar no evil: for thou ert with me;
thy Y04 end thy sTafT They comfort me. (23,4.)

Because thy lovingkindness is better then life, my
lips shall praise thee, (€3,3.)

¥e heve mentioned trust as the primery manifestation
of the believer's new life in Jehovah, because it is this
vBich clearly and positively distinguishes him from the un=-
believer, even in the eyes of the world, His "clean heart™
&nd "right spirit" are evident now also in his hatred of
8in. Every appeal for forgiveness, every passage which des-
oribes torment of caseience, every prayer to God to "teach me
to do thy willr (143,10.), is evidence of the believer's
yearning to overcome sin in his own life. The believer no
longer seeks the compeany of simners, but hates them, and will
have nothing to do with them. j

I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go

in with dissemblers. -
I have hetcd +he eongregetion of evil doers; ané will

not sit with the wicked. (26,4-5.)




I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall
not cleave to me. ;

& Troward heart shall depart from me: I will not know
@ wicked person, :

Vhoso privily slandereth his neighbor, him will I cut
Off: him thet hath an high look end a proud heart will
not I suffer.... :

e that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my
house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in ny sight. :
(101,3-5.7.) Sk

It is not necessary here to go into great detail depiot-
ing individuel sins, which the believer seeks to owercome

in bis own 1ife. The passages quoted below explain them-

selves,

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speak-
ing guile. T134,15.7  —

Cease from auger, and forsecke wrethisees (37,84)

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in
robbery: if riches incresse, set not your heart on
Shem. (&2,10,

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernfcle?..e.

¥ o he that sweareth to his own hurt, and ochangeth
not,

He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor
taketh reward against the innocent.... (15,1.4=5.)

(41Bles)3sed is he that considereth the poOr:i.ese
sl

LORD, my heart is not ha;g%tz, nor mine eyes lofty:
neither do I exeroise myse n great matters, or in
things too high for me, (131,1l.

Let the righteous smite me; 1t shall be a kindness:
and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil,
which shall not break my head; for yet my prayer also
shall be in their ecalemities. (141,5. :

Behold, how good end how pleasant it is for trethren : i
to dwell together in unity! (133,1.) ;

We have seen that sanctification is manifest first of

all in the beliecver's total trust in God, and secondly,
in his hatred of sin, and his desire to overcome sin in

- B
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his own life. 4 tvird manifestation of the olean heart of
| the believer is his joy. Because of the salvation God has
Wought for him, his life is full of rejoicing.

4And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall
rejoice in his salve tion, (85,9.)
g
Lestore unto me the joy of thy salvetionj.es
Jeliver me from blocdguiltiness, 0 God, thou Cod
of my selvetion: and my tongue shall sing doufi of thy
rightecusness. (51,12.14.) ,
The king shell joy in thy strength, 0 IORD; amnd in
thy selvation how grestly shull he re joiceleses
For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou
Iigi‘s mad? him exceeding gled with thy countenence,
slebe

Thou hes% put gladness in my heart, more than in
1(226 t%me that their carn and their wine increased.
.7. .
The believer cannot help but re joice over the relief that

Comes %o his conscience and in the assurance that his sins

are forgiven,

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favor
1s life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cameth
in the morning.... saad Zoul

ou. 8% turned for me my mourni nio danec ngi

thou hast put off my scekcloth, and girded me glad-
ness;

To’ the end that my é;lcrg may sing praise to thee, amd
not he silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto
thee forever. (30,5.11-12,)

Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which
thou hest broken may re jolce. IEI,B'.

Joy 18 the peculiar possession of the righteousy of those who
put their trust in Jehovah.

Bul let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice
before God; yer', le exceedingly rejoice. (68,3.)

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye ri eous: and
&;izmt r?r Joy, all ye that are upright in heart.
211. \
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But let all those that put their trust in thee
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou de—
Tendest them: lot them also thet love thy neme be joyful
in thee, (5,11.)

I have set the LORD always before me:jbecsuse he is
at my right hend, I shall not be moveds

Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoiceth:
teese (16,9"'98.)

The joy in the heart of the believer cannot remz2in silent

but inevitably bursts forth into preise and thanksgiving to
Goa.

(ss:éﬂ.u)ly mouth shall preise thee with joyful m_s‘_._

The LORD is my strength end my shield; my heart
trusted in him, end I em helped: therefore my heart
28353;1¥ re joleeth; and with my song will I praise him.

4nd now shell mine head be lifted up above mine
énemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his
tebernacle sacrifices of Joy: I will sing, yee, I will
8ing praises unto the LORD, (27,6.)

Let all those thet seek thee rejoice and be glad in
thee: let such as love thy salvation sey continually,
The LORD be megnified, (40,16.)

But let the righteous be glad; let tlem rejoice be-
fore God: yea, let them excee ingly re joice.

Sing unto God, sin eises to his name: extol him
that rideth upon'tﬁ'ﬁeavens by his name JAH, and re-
Joice before him. (68,3-4.)

The Pealms ere full of praises to God, They praise God for
Hs salvation (ef. 40,16, end 27,6, above; also 30,1.11=12;
9,14.); for His mercy, (63,3; 138,2.); for His power and
majesty (of. 68,4. above, also 59,16=17.); and for His
barvelous works (139,143 26,7.). All God's works (69,343

145, 10, 103,22.), the angels (103,20-21.), all mations (86,9;
138,455 146,21.), and each individual believer (103,1.22;
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145,10.), all are %to sing praises to God. 5
The praise which the heliever's heart pours out to God

B8TVes as a means of proelainming His grace, and of spreading

the truth of His salvetion abroad. |

I will greatly proise the LORD with my mouth; yea
I will preise him emong the multitvde. (109,30.)

I will give thee thanks in the great congregatilon:
I will praise thee among much people. (35,18.)

. One generstion shall praise thy works to another, and
shall delarec thy mighty aots, (145,%.)

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold
me with thy free spirit.
Then will ¥ teach transgressors thy weysj; and sinners
shall be convered unto thee., (51,12-13.)
Finelly, the change that has taken place in the heart of
the man who looks in faith to Jehoveh as his Redeemer, 18
menifest in his prayer., Only the righteous ean call upon God
in prayer, and hope for a&n answer.
The eyes of the T.ORD are upon the righteous, and his
8érs are open unto thelr CrVe.e..
The righteous cry, an e LORD heareth, and deliver-
eth them out of all their troubles. (34,15.17.)

For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee
in a time when thou mayeet be found:e... (32,68.)

»es @nd destroy all them that affliect my soul: for
I am thy servant., (143,12b.)

If the wicked pray, their prayer is vain and even sinful.

They cried, mut there was none to save them: even
tnto the LORD, but he answered them not. (18,41.)

«es let this prayer become sin. (109,7b.)
The foundation of prayer is faith and trust in CGod.
The LORD is nigh unto ell them that call upon him,

to all that esi) upon him in truth.
He will fulfil the desire of then that feer hims: he




8lso will heer their ory, and will save them. (145,19-20.)

Commit thy wey unto the LORD; trpet also in him; and
he SEATL brlog IF to pase., (37,57 I :

Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your
heeT¥ before Nhlm: Cod is & refuse far us. (62,8.)

Vhen the believer prays, he is certain that God will hear and
answer his preyer,

But know thet the LOED hath set apart him that 1is

€0dly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto
him. (4,3.) R

Now know I that the LORL saveth his anointed; he will
hear from his holy heéven with the saving strength of
his right hend. (20,6.)

Vhen I cry unto thee, then shell mine enemies turn
back: this I know; for &oa 1s for me., (56,9.)

I will cry unto Cod most high; unto God that perform-
eth all things for me, (57,2.

This confidence in Cod, and certainty of being heard, rests

upon God's mercy and His faeithfulness.

But es for me, mg prayer is unto thee, 0 LORD in &n
8cceptable time: 0 Geod, in the multituie of thy merey
hear me, in the truth of thy salvatioNesse.
Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turm
iuslgolzge ucc)zordi ng to the mulfiﬁge of thy tender mercies.
» 016.

For thou LORD, art good, and ready to forgive; and

?égntec))us in merey unto all them that call upon thee...
5
Ve

Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications:
in thy faithfulness enswer me, and in thy righteousness.
lo’ ]

L

The Pealmist is presistent in his prayer.

As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD khall
save me,

Lvening, and morning, and &% noon, will I pray, and
ory aloud: and he shall Bodr &y voloa. (55,16=17:)

Be merciful unto me, O LORD: for I ery unto thee
daily. (86,3.)




God may delay in answering prayer, but He always does
answer,

For I said in my haste, I am cut. off from befare
thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my
supplications when I oried unto thee, (31,22,)

The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name
of the God of Jacob defend thee}

Send thee help from the sanotuary, and strengthen
thee out of Zionj

Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burant
sacrifice; Selah.

Grant thee according to thine own heart, and ful-
fil all thy counsel. (20,1-4.)

Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast :
not withholden the regquest of his lips. Selsh, W
For thou preventest (i.e., enticipatest) him with
the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown of pure

€old on his heed,
He asked life of thee, and thou gavest 1t him, even
the length of days for ever and ever. (21,2-4.) -

So surely does God hear and answer prayer, that his becomes
& name by which He is known,

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh
come, (65,2.)

Thus the implicit trust with which the believer commits
himself to God, his hatred of sin, his joy over his salvation, {
his songs of praise to God, and his life of preyer, are evid-
ence that God has oreated a clean heart and renewed a right

8pirit within him,

C. Eroblems or Afflictions in the Believer's Life

In gpite of the fact that his heart is full of Joy, |

praise, and oconfidence in CGod, the believer does not live a

life of perfect bliss. He is repeatedly troubled by problems
and afflictions of various kind.

These afflictions are sent by God.
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0 God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us,
thou hast been displeased; 0 turn thyself to us again.

Thou hast made the earth to tremble; thou hast broken
it: heal the breaches thereof} for it shaketh.

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: thou hasat
made us To drink the wine of astonishment. (60,1-3.)

I wes dumb, I opened not my mouth; because km
didst 1t.

'emove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by
the blow of thine hand. (39,9-10.)

God send meny afflictions upon the rightecus.

My life is spent with grief, and my years with
sighing;.... (31,10.)

Meny are the afflictions of the righteous:.s.. (34,19.)
God uses such afflictions to correct his 6hildren;
¥hen thou with rebukes dost correct man for ini-

quity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a
mothi:.... (39,11.) ,

He uses them also to keep His people faithful to him.

Slay them (1.e., mine enemies) not, lest my people |
forget:.... (59,11.) |

It 1s difficult to determine just what was the nature
of the afflictions of the Psalmist. They are desoribed gen—-
erally in terms of "enemies". It 1s hardly likely that all
the passages on David's enemies are meant literally, as re-
ferring to persons or nations which hate him, Devid seems
rather to use the term "enemy" as a favorite figure of

speech, in describing any triel or affliction of body or

soul, In some ceses the enemy is almost certainly the devil,
who has led David into sin, and at whose hand he suffers
intense torment of conscience. (Cf. Psalms 6; 38; 142; 143;
25; 13,) Again, the enemy may be a wicked individual who by
his treachery brings trouble and affliction upon the king. L
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(Cf, rsalms 41; 55; 109; 140.) 1In a few cases the enemies
appear %o be hostile nations. (Psalms 183 603 124.)
Whatevor these enemies of David were, they caused him a great
deal of trial and torment.

The bellever reacts in various ways to his afflictions
8nd trisls. He may question the justice of God, by Somparing
his plight with the prosperity of the wicked.

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be
thou envious against the workers of iniquity. (37,1.)

But sueh prosperity is only temporary and is in no way tc be

coveted.

For they shall soon be eut down like the grass, and
wither as the green herbe...

A little thet & righteous man hath is better than
the riches of many wicked....

I have seen the wicked in great power, and sprezding
himself like a green bay tree.

Yet he passed eway, and, lo, he was not; yea, I
eought him but he cculd not be found.

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for
the end of that man is peace, (37,2.16,35-37.)

In a few cases, the believer calls upon God for deliver-
ance on the ground that he is innocent of any transgression.,

For, lo, they lie in weit for my soul: the mighty are
gathered ageinst me; not for my transgression, nor for my

sin, O LORD, :
fhey run and pre are themselves without my fault: a-

-~

wake to help me, and behold. (59,3~4.

0 LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be ini-
quity in my hends;

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace
With me; .ees

Let the enemy persecute my sou}, and take. it ...

Arise O LORD, in thine anger,... and: awake for me
to the judgment that thou hast commended. (7,3=6.)

Usually, however, the believer sees in his affliction
the righteous displeasure of God.




0 TORD, rebuke me not in thine _a._nﬁ_:_'i nel ther
chasten me in thy hot displeasure. sle)

0 God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us,
thoy hest been displeased: O turn thyself to us again,
(60,17)

He feels that God has forsaken him,

How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how
long wilt thou hide thy faece from me? (13,l.)

fdide not thy fece far from me; put not thy servant
@way 1in enger: thou hest been my help; let me not,
x(leithe:l;: forsake me, 0 Cod of my salvatica,
27.,9.)

Torsake me not, 0 IORD: O my Cod, be not far from
me‘ (58.21.)

He is reminded of his si‘n.

The troubhles of my heert are enlarged: O bring thou
me ouv of my distresses,

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive
ell my sin. (25,17-18.)

With the remembrance of his sin comes also torment of con=
science,

0 LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten
me in thy hot displeasure,

For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand pre-
sseth me sore. :

There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger;
neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin.
(38,1"'3.)

He longs for escape,

Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror
hatgngvirggfﬁfeg'ggét I had wings like & dove! for then
‘ou%g.ltiig vould %“iaigeitf§§“§§r, and remain in the
'uge:geu;g.hagiéghﬁly escape from the windy storm and
tempest, (55,5-8.) s,

No man can help him in his trouble; he puts all his trust in
God o |

1
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Give us help from troudble: for vain is the help of
man. :

'Phrougg God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that
sha read down our enemies. (60,11-12,) /

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we
Will remember the neme of the LORD our God. (20,7.)

I will love thee, 0 LORD, my strength. :
The LOHD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliver=-
er; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buockler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower,

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be
rise: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.
18,1-3.)

Yy soul, waeit thou only upon God; for my expectation
is from hin, v

He only is my rock and my salwtion: he is my defence,
I shall not be moved.

In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my
strength, and my refuge, is in God.

Trust in him a2t 211 times; ye people, pour out your
heart before him: God is @ refuge for us. Selah,

Surely men of low degree, are vanity and men of high
degree are @ iie: to be laid in the balance, they are
altogether Tichter than vanity, (62,5=9.)

CGod is fully aware of the troubles end arflict:l.onq of

His saints,

«+» thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known
my soul in adversitites. (31,7.)

lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning
18 not hid from thee. (38,9.)

When my spirit was overwhelmed with me, then thou
knewest my peth.... (142,3.)

He is full of mercy toward them in their troubles.
| But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy neme's
sake beceuse thy mercy is good, deliver thou Meesss

Help me, ¢ LORD my Cod: O Save me according to thy
mercy. (109,21.26,) ;

Shew forth thy marvellous 1ov1%k1ndneasr 0 thou that
savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in
thee from those that rise up egeinst them. {17,7.)

All affliction 1s temporary and inconsequential compared with

His grace,
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Tor his anger endureth but & moment; in his favour
is 1ife: weeping may endure for a night, tut joy cometh
in the morning.  (30,5.)

No matter how severe the affliction, the Lord delivers His
Bervants when they cry to Him,

I will extol thee, ¢ LORD; for thou hast 1ifted me
Up, &nd hast not made ny foes to rejoice over me.

0 LCRD my Ced, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed
me, (30 '1—2. )

Though I welk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re-—
vive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hend against the
v‘math of) mine emeies, and thy right hand shall save me.

138,7, )

If it had not been the LORD who was on owr side,
now may Israel say;

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when
men rose up against us:

“i°n they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath
was kinGlied ageinst USieese

Blessed be the LORD who hath not given us as a prey to
their teerth,.... '

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven
and earth. (124,1-5.6.8.)

God uses means, at times at least, to deliver men from

their arfli.ctions. One such meeans is the intervention of

"the angel of the LORD"™,

Let them be confounded and put to sheme tlat seek
after my soul: let them be turned baek and brought to
confusion that devise my hurt.

Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the
angel of the LORD chase them.

et their way be derk and slippery: and let the angel
of the LORD persecute them. (35,4-6.)

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that
feaT him, and gellvereth them. (34,7.)

God also uses the strength of men in effecting man's deliver-

anee from the enemies.

Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my

hands to war, and m fingers fight:
-eoodna;s, and my fortress; my high tower, and my

e




deliverer, my shield, and he 1s whom I trust; who sub-
dueth my people under me. (144,1-2,)

But thou, O LORD be merciful unto me, and raise me
up, thet I may reguite them, (41,10.)

D. The Absence of the Concept of Love in Sanctification

The core around which the life of the heliever revolves,
acoording to the Psalms, is not love, &s in the New Testament,
but rather the 1dea of justice and morality. This does noti.
meén that love does not exist between men and men, and between
men and God. With the clear picture the Psalmist portrays of
& God of unlimited, but undeserved grace, it 1s inevitable that
the believer should love God and love his fellow men. The
love of the nmliever for God is clearly indicated.

+»+ lei them also that love thy neame be joyful im
thee. (5,11.)

0 love the LORD, all ye his saint8:ieess (31,.83.)

The LORD preserveth all them that love him:...
(145,20, )

The believer loves his salvation (40,163 70,4.)3 he loves
the house of Cod in which the %Word of that salvation is
rreached,

( Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy hous€,....
26,8.) :

Love of men foar man, however, is mentioned in Psalm 109,4-5:
For my love they are my adverseari€sSi....
And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred
for my love.
Here, however, the. emphasis is not on the love of the
bel iever for his adversaries, but on their injustice in re-

warding evil for good.
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The central idea in the relationship of man to man is
not so much love as justice end fairness.

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall
dwell in thy holy hill?e...
He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth
evil %o his neighbor, nor taketh up & reporach against
neighbor.... o
He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh.
EM w the 1nnocentoooo (15']..3.5.)

Blessed is he that considereth the poor : the LORD
will deliver him in time of trouble, (41,l.)

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbor, him will I cut
Off: him that hath an high look and @ proud heart will
I not suffer,

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land% that
they may dwell with me: he tlmt walketh in & perfeot way,
he shall serve me, (101,5-6.)

David elearly patterns his relations to men after this picture
of the perfect justice of God, Compare the latter passage
with Pselm 18, 25-26:

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself mexrciful;
with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright:

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pméa.and with
the froward, thou wilt shew thyself froward.

How great & difference in actual holiness of life %this
divergence in the concept of sanctification would make,
tannot be judged. Since love cannot be absent in the heart
of any man who has known the love of God for him, it -is possi-
ble that either, when really carried out in true faith, would
lead to the seme goal. Yet the juridical charecter of the 0ld
Testement sanctification, as pictured also in the Psalms

¢ould be more essily abused, as it clearly had _boon in the

26, Cf, in this conneotion God's justice, Chap. I, C.
pp. 9-10' g
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time of Christ, 1n any case, Christ's "new commandment™
to love one another, was really new in the Jewish way of
dooking at life.

E. The Problem of Vengeance,

Seemingly in direct contrediotion to the Christian
boneeption of love for all men, including enemies, are the
répeated cries of the Psalmist to God for the bitterest kind

of vengeance on his enemies,

And of thy mereoy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all
them that afflict my Soulieces (143,12, ) s

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down

Thou, therefore, 0 LORD God of hosts, the God of
Israel, awoke to visit all the heathen: be not mereiful
to eny wicked transgressors. (59,5.)

Some of the bitterest imprecations are uttered by the Messiah.

Let their table become a snare before them: and that
which should have been for their welfare, let 1t become
a trap,

Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and
make their loins continually to shake,

Pour out thine indigmtio?hupon them, and let thy
wrathful anger take hold of them. . .

Let their habitation be desolete; and let none dwell
in their tent80¢00

Add iniquity unto their iniquity; end let them not
come into thy righteousness.

Let them be blotted out of the book of the 1111;%:88 )
and not be written with the righteous. (69,22-25. .

Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand
at his right hand,

When hg shal 1 be judged,let him bde condemned; and let
his prayer become sin.

Let his days be few; and let another teke his office.

Let his cnildren be fatherless, and his wife a 'iﬂ?‘l.

Let his children be continually vagabonds, and m.lcooc
let them seek their bread also out of their desolate g .

- Let the extortioner oatoh all that he hath; and le
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the strangers spoil his labour.

Let there be none to extend mercy unto him; neither
let there be any to fawour his fatherless children,

Let his posterity be cut off; and in the generation
following let their name be blotted out. -

Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the

LORD; and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.
(109,6-14,)

More than this, the righteous apparently views such destruction
of the wicked aImost with sadistie Joye.

The righteous shall re Jjoice when he seeth the vengeance
he shall wesh his feet in the blood of the wicked.

(58,10, )

That the boot may he dipped in the blood of thine
énemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the seme.
(68,23, )

CGod shall likewise destroy thee for eVer,ssee

The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shell
laugh at him: (52,5~6.)

*s++ @nd m'ne eye hath seen his desire upon mine
énemies, (54,7.)

What shall the believer of the New Testament, who de—
sires the demnation of no one, say of all this? What shall
be say, who sees in the destruction of the wicked, ceuse
only for deevest sorrow?

It is clear, in the first place, that the destruction
of the wicked is fully deserved. The wicked ere full of sin.

Bgeeuse that he rememberéd not to shew mercy, but

grsecuted the pcor end needy man, that he might even
slay the broken in heart.,

s he Ioved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he
in

delighted not .6ssing, so let it be far from him.
(109,16-17,)

But thou, 0 Cod, shelt bring them down'imto the pit
of destruot{on: blc;odx and deceitful man shall not live
out half their daysSje.ees
(55,23.)

The wicked have sinned against the righteous, end constantly
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Oppressed then.

For strangers ere risen up egainst me, and oppressors
Sseek efter my soul: they have m% set Cod before theMeess
He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: eut them off

in thy truth. (54,3.5.)

Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek
after my soul: let them be turned back and brought to
confusion Thot devise my hurt....

For without ceuse have they hid for me their net in
& pit, which without ceuse they have digged for my

Soul.... (38,4.7. ef. the entire Psalm)

Let the lying 1lips de put to silence; which speak
grieveous things proudly and contemptuously ageinst the

righteous, (31,18,
lost serious of a 11, the wicked have sinned against Cod.

Give them acccrding to their deeds, eand according to
the wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the
work of their hands; render to them their desert.

Because they regerd not the works of the LORD, nor the
operation of leis—’ﬁands, he shall destroy uhem, 8and not
bulld them up. (26,4=5,)

Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own
Counsels: cast them out in the multitude of thelr trans-
gressions: for they have rebelled against thee. (5.10,)

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God. (9,17.)

Thine hand shell find out all thine enemies: thy
right hand shall find out those that Bate the@....
For they intended evil against the€ieess [21,8.11.)

Thatever punishment the Pselmist demends, and whatever
Punishment God inflicts on the wicked, is richly deserved.
The Psalms point out in the second place. that the
destruction of the wicked serves as a warning to men, to
drive fear into their hearts, and thus turn them to God.

But God shail shoot at them with en arrow: suddenly
shall they be wounded.

vss 8l1 that see them shall flee away.
8ll men shall fear, and shall declare the work

And
of Ood s For fhey shall wisely somsider of his doing.
p ™=V




Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they mey
not be: and let them know that God ruleth in Jacod
unto the ends of the earth., (59,13.) .

drise, O LORD; let not man prevail; let the heathen
be judged in thy sight.

Put them in fear, O LOKD: that the nations may know
themselves to be but men. (9,19-20.)

S0 that a man shell say, Verily, there is & reward for
the righteous: verily he is & God thet judgeth in the
earth. (58,11.) s

Granting all this, the problem of Levid's apparent
hatred of his enewies still remeins, David explains that
hatred in prselm 139, 20-22:

For they speak ageainst thee wiockedly, and thine
eénemies take thy name in vain.
Do not T hate them O LORD, that hste thee? and eam
not” I gricved with those that rise up against thee?
un

L hate them with a perfeet batred: I eo them
mine enemies. .

| That this hatred is in no way sinful is indicated in the

Verses following:
Seerch me, ¢ God, and know my heert: try me, and
know my thoughts.
And see if there be any wicked wey in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting. (139,23-24,)
The hatred of the Fsalmist then is not a personal hatred,
but & righteous indignetion sgainst the enemies of his God.

The life of Lavid, as recorded im 1 and 2 Samuel, confirms

this, In spite of his persecution at the hands of Saul,

David 414 not hate the King, tut highly respeoted him as the
énointed of God, ZLven when he had opportunity to kill him

&nd make himself king, David refused to do so. When Seul

hed died in battle, and the Amalekite ceme to David, claim-

ing for himself the honor of having killed Saul, David had him
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Put to death, (2 samuel l.) Clearly, then, lavid wvas not a
man of hatred, even of his enemies,

In spite of this, the believer of tre New Testement
Wuld like %o see in the I'sslms a prayer or plea to Cod, not
for the destru ctlon, but for the salvation of the wicked.
There is nons such, ihis may be due to the legalistie
oharacter of 0ld Testsuent seuctification, discussed in the
Previous section, (Chapter IV, I.) We can, however, point
out two further considerations. In the first plece, we have
seer (Chapter IV, C.) we @c not know vho the enemies of Devid
reclly ere. icninst his spiritusl enemies we would certainly
Join him in ¢:r11ing down God's wroth, Furthermore, s an in=
8pired writer, Levid knew which of his enemies apd of the
vicked were herdened in sin, There woulé be no purpose in
preying for the conversion of these, Thus, without lack of
knowmledge regerding the identity of these enemies, we dere
not pess finsl judgment. In the second pléee, not all of
levid's eries for vengetnce erve uttered unconditionally.

Pevid eleerly ellows for the possibility of repentence and
tonversion in at lesst two pessages.

Cod juégeth the righteous, and Cod is engry with the

wicked every day. :

If he Surn not, he will whet his sWOrd; eees

( 7ln-- -T__

Put Cod shall wound the head of his enemies, and the
hairy sczlp of such as one es goeth on still in his
trespasses. (68,21.) :

This condition may be implied aleo 'in other passages on
vengeance,




The ories for the destruction of the

Pﬂlma are the severest type of law preach
_ impenitent,
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ve. TIischatology

A, Bod's Judement on Menkind

The throne of God is always & throne of righteous judg-

ment,

God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the
visked svery gey. (7,11.) -

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD*S throme is
in heaven: nis eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children
of men, (11,4,)

This eontinucus Judgment between the righteous aml the wicked
s reslly His yu1 ership over the world for the benefit of
His people.,
The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth
King for ever.
The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD
will bless his people with peace, (29,10-11.)

*ss & man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the
f%gh'{eosls: verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth.
’ 1.

The Psalmist, however, speaks also of a speoial "day of
vrath", in which Messiah, sitting at Jehoveh's right hand,
"1l judge, conviet, and destroy His enemies.

The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand,
until T make thine enemies thy footstool.s.s.

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings

in the day of his wrath.
shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the

places with the desd bodies; he shell wound the heads
over meny countries, (110,1.5-6.)

In most pessages dealing with the judgment, the emphasis
seems %o be on some immedieate punishment or vindicetion of am
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individual or a group of individuels, Nevertheless, even im
these, the idea of a final and complete judgment of the wicked
and vindication of the righteous is not lost.

Por thou hast maintained my right and my cause;

thou satest in the throne judging righteees
But the LORD shall endure for e¢ver: he hath prepared

his throne for 1uﬂ§czment.
4nd he shall judge tre world in righteousness, he
shall minister judgment to h1s people in uprightness.
(9,4.7-8.)
Temporel, daily judements, are & picture of the great judg-
ment to come, end the characteristics of the lesser can be
applied also to the greater.
No men, not even kings, cen escape the juigment of God.
Cod renders "to every man @ccording to his work"™,
(62,12.) "He shall judge the world in righetousness.”

(9'8.)
The latter pessage, (9,8.) tells us elso thet the

standerd of judgment will be God's "righteousness", It
could not be otherwise, of course, for He is & righteous and
holy God: “For the rLghtéous LORD loveth rightecusnessSi,e.e ™
(11,7a.)

Pselm 62, 11-22, shows that God will judge in power
(with respect to the wicked) and in mercy (wlth respeot to the
believers); also, thet the besis upon which men will be judged

is their works:

God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this; that

M%% belorgeth unto God.
8o unto thee, O LORD, beknzeth mercy: for

thou renderest to every mean &ccording to his work.
That men will be Jﬁdged acocrdinz to their works is evident

also elsewhere:




Cive them sccording ic their deede, end according to
the wickedness of Fﬁe?r endeavors: give them after the
¥ark of their hends; render to vhem their desert. (28,4.)

The LORD rewarded me gocording to my ri%teoulnell:
20Cording to the gleaness of my Raris nath he recompensed
me. (16,:‘;\).) ST

If men stood before the throne of God's rightecusness

¢isplaying oply their perfection, no men on eerth would

be savegd,

And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in
thy sight shall no men living be justified. (143,2.)

As we have scen, the chapter on grece, however, Cod hae
Vrought & perfect righteousness for men in the Messiah, and
men appropriate this for themselves by faith, Those who
have sueh feith ere righteous, the servants of God. They
have ne fear of God's judgment.

The LORD shell judge the people: judge me, O LORD,
Gecordinrg to my righteousness, and according to mine
integrity thet is in me.

0 let the wickedness of the wicked come to &n end;
but esteblish the just for the righteous God trieth
the hearts and the reins. —— 1

Iy defence is of Cod, which save upright in
heart,” (7,8-10.)  —

Goé looks upon the righteous with favor (11,7.), and

rewerds them (58,11.,). The wicked, however, will be des-
troyed.

The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but
all the wicked will he destroy. (145,20.)

The wicked will not inherit life with the righteous.
£dd iniguity unto their iniquity: and let them not
come into thy rigchteousness. ;
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living,
and not be written with the righteous, (69,27-28.)

B. The Resurrection of the Body

- sl




The Messiah will rise from the dead, and in His own
body,

Therefore my heart is gled, and my glory (1.€., my
soul) rejoiceth: my flesh also sha)ll rest in hope (L.8«,
in safety in death.).

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (i.e., in
death); neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy Cme to see
corruption (i.e., tc rot in the grave).

Thou wilt shew me the path of life (i.e., bring me
beéok to 1ife); in thy presence is fulnese of joy; &t

2

Tight hend there are plemsures for evermore. (16,9-11,
From the resurreetion of the iiessiah, we conclude also that
ll believers shell rise thus to eternal life.27 . The —j
Tesurreetion of the bvelievers is confirmed in all the :
Passages which speak of their eternel 1ife,2® and 1s speci-
fieally steted in Psalm 17, 15: )

ses I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy
likeness,

Ve cannot, on the basis of these Psalms alone, establish

the resurrection of the wicked. Certain passages seem to

teach their annihilation.

Conswae them in wrath, consume them, that they may
not E('E'_:.-o- (59’130)

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be:
yea, thou shalt diligqentl& consider his place, &nd 1%

Shell not be....
Yet he passed away, and 1o, he was not: XGB. I sought
him, end he could not be found. (57,1036

These pesseges, however, refer to emnihilation s far as

existence on eerth is conecerned. 7That suoh annihilation is

& horrible prospeet is indicated in Pselm 39,13;:
0 spare me, thet I mey recover strength, before I go

27. Cf. I Cor. 15.
28, Cf, Chap., V., D, Heaven, Page 88.
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hence, end be no more.
Since the whole life of the unbeliever is wrapped up in this
world and not in God, the complete abolition of his earthly
existence leaves him with no hope, and is therefore a fit

picture of the horror of hils eternal destruction.

C. Hell

find fulness of joy in CGod*'s presence (16,11.), "the wicked
perish 2% the presence of God". (68,2.) This reaction of
the righteous or of tho wicked %o the presence of God is the
difference between heaven and hell. | The Messish suffered
hell for men, when He éried, "my God, my Uod, why hast thou
forsaken me?" (22.1l.).

Hell is the punishment for rejection of God through

sin and unbelief.

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God. (2,17.)

It is a place of severe and perpetual torment.

Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed
the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and

syer, (9, u.)

God shell likewise desiroy thee for ever, he shall
take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dawelling place,

and root thee out of the land of the living. (52,5.)

Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast
into the fire; into deep pnits, that they riao not up

agein., (140,10.)

Upon the wicked he shall reiun shares, fire amd Urﬁl-
stone: this shall be the portion of their cup. (11,6.)

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy
right hand shall find out those that hate thee.

Hell mecns separation from God. Thereas the righxeail \

sl




Thou shalt meke them as a fiery oven in the time of
thine snger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his
wrath, ané the fire shall devour them. (21,8~9.)

The boliever regerds hell, with its separation from God,
88 the worst of all evils.

ses b2 not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to
me, T become like them thet go down into the pit. (28,1s)

+e« hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto
them, that go down into the pit. (143,7.)

He preises God for his deliverance.

I will preise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart:
and T will glorify thy name for evermore.

For greati is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered
Loy soul from the lowest hell. (86,13.)

I will extol thee, O LORD: ese
O LORL, thou hest brought up my soul from the grave j
thou haet lcept me alive, that I should not go down to the
pit. (30,1.3.)
D. Heaven
caven is the goal toward which the believer looks with
longing, and upon which he rests his hope.

I had feinted, unless I had bellecved to see the good=
ness of the LORD in the land of the living. (27,13.)

God in meroy sreserves the believer in faith to the end, in
order to bring him %o that goal, to the completion of his >
8alva vivn in heaven,

Surely goodneszs and mercy shall follow me 811 the

%%g% of my Iife: and I will dwell in the house of the

PD Toréver. (23,6.)

The LORD will perfeet thet which concerneth me: thy
mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: .,.. (138,8.)

For the LORD loveth jJudgment, and forsaketh not his
séints; they ere preserved for ever. (37,28.)

He shall abide before God for ever: O prepare mercy




and truth, which may preserve him. (61,7.)

Heaven is 1ifc in the prcsence of God,.

«ss in thy presence is fulness of joy; at %[)m :
hand there are pleasures for eVerymore. ptle .

s I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
3.6.

And as for me, thou...settest me befors thy face
for ever., (41,12,)

«es Wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that
I may walk before God in the 1ight of the living? (56,13.)

He shzll abide before God for everie.ss (61,7+)
++s the upright shall dwell in thy presence.. (140,13.)

Heaven is eternal life.

«++ for there (i.e., upon the moutains of Zion) the
%ord 00:31manded the blessing, even life for evermore.
133.3,

+++ lead me in the way everlasting. (139,28.)

The LORD lLiuoweth the days of the upright: and their
inheritance shall be for ever. (37,18. of. 16,11; 23,6,
41, 12 above.)

This life in the presence of God brings peace, ?

Mark the perfeet man, and behold the upright: for the
end of thet man is peace. (37,37.) :

In heaven man receives perfect righteousness in the restoration

of the image of God's holiness and perfect contentment and

satisfaction,

™~

As for me, I will behold thy fece in rightecusness: '-
I shall be sétisfied, when: I aweke, with §§§ 1ikeness, {17,15.)

Finally, heaven means the end of all sorrow, aml a life of

perfect, eternal joy, forever,

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence
is fulness of ]oig at thy right hand there are pleasures
L]

m
for evermore,
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