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CIAPTER I

TROTUCTIOn

A categorizing of youth's othical actions into the realms. of solf-
cantered love and of self-oifaging love and en ewaluzatlion of these two
approaches to the ethical 1ifc of young people is ons of the coniribue

A

tiomg tha

'

this paper seeks To muke in tho field of jouth literatwwrec

Another is the sotting up of Christian Lovo as a lodestar and as a stan-

derd of judgmont for young poople and their othical life.
Touth is puided in 1life and makes its othicel and morel decisioms
cithor on tho basie of the right dnd of love or tho wrong kind of love,

2

cithor on the basis of self-sffacing Christisn Love, or on the basis of

o

clfwgooking humen lowe. Untll youmg people have learmed how properly

e

o apply Christian Love to 2ll of their ethical decisions and actioms,

-

mamy of their actions will fell into tho category of scli-love. This

is contrary to God's will. This young people meed to realize in all its
‘wuth. They need desperately To be trained in the school of Christian
Love,

Young peoplo primarily of high school age are the omes in mind in
this presentation, although the Iindinge and conclusions may woll epply
to yowp people who arc olc.cre The discussion will be limited to the
neoeds of unmarried youth, ealthough, onee again, many of the reco**:enda-
tlons may be found usable also by those who are no longer singlos

4 good deal of tho information about young people cited in this pa=
por is the result of observing and working with Christian youth groups

in various parts of the counlry curing the past ceventeen yearge-during




2
the past six years os a pastor cud cownsellor, prior to thet as vicar
for two years, and before thot oo e young person faced with theso iden=

tical ethical problems and nocdse




CIAPTER IT
CIRISTIAN LOVE COIURASTED WITH OTHER TYPERS OF LOVE

The torm "love," in our Bnglish lenpuage, has coms to be & most

woreatilo onoes The semanticlot who would endeavor to set fortl: in deoe

il the historical development of how this bteram has accunulabed the
host of meonings now atbribubod to it and assosiated with it would hawe
o conclude that "love™ is beset with much oconfusion. This concepd of
"ilove™ hag become freighted with definitione many of which have cucceeded
in doing nothing wmore than beclouding and oven robbing lowe of ils trus
and radical wmeening. We choll soo in subsequent paragraphs thet some of
tho oxplanations foleted wpon the word "love" aro actually contradicto=
ry end opposibte to the trus naturs of this terme

In our English languape, o one siangle berm "love" iz used %o

3 o

portray the following terms and phrases: Rya¥7, Yeait, f¢iws, caribas,
o e e B B3

and tho secular, nodern, roxntic (erotic) idea of loves Dr. Goblfried

Quell points out that "the idea of love is most comonly oxprossed in

F )

the 0ld Tostament by the root ‘shebh and its derivatives ‘ohebhs '*hoe

a s

bhin, 'ah®bhah."t 1o notos ot in tho Septuagint the cguivelent for

thoso terme is uwswellyaya7ivs sometimes it is piieiv (em times) im se
3 2

; !" a® v .
cular usege, and also ¥idit (fivo times for 'ah®bhah), ¢ ¢dré=l and

p" . -
giAwsfecr (onge or twiee)ed

Lottfriod Quell and Bthclbort Stauffer, LOVE, Bible Key Words from
Gorhawd Kittel’s Theologischan Brterbuch zum llouen LoStament L LonJons
Adam end Charles Black, 1940). De 16

21bide
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Tho torm love is also used occasionally in the translation of the

Py 2 - ° 2
licbrew vorb rim in the 0ld Teotamont. In the Septuagind, ﬂg.—,mf*.’ T appears

3

©
o
3

fivo Gimes as eanslation of _z-;En.

Obne*" roobs to bo considowred o
mog SovAedd 400 AEUET

wplcn aro both ol"c'.*?:)- by

con or thing in whilch pleas e is tnl:fn hachagq noens | -r,e bo 10—.;5_3353..

iy attached To" (LXK 7eont teeie P, EV@opernday, ¢

.,) @«
bhebh is common in Arwn. vut only oscurs at DnuL, x:s::..«,b S in
tho Oe Te3 laghabh, mogning

mMogniang ‘.or.un'ﬂ bodily dosire (x,-.oap‘i; Jor's iw,
50), is confined uo gocular usage,:lile the nowas dodhim °'r:s" 7odhi -
Iﬂo‘th, vadhidh (bel ov“d; a‘.::u oecurs in tho phrase yOdhida Jolnme
cloved of "amfo)

EQE 09 (Lxx mas‘bl"; FbE &{7 5 comGe
DL 1}.{, ond _© end :'a.r'ah

T SR

£o 7 /
she 33“01’305'1 ion B° % 0 -%ndlbaw i

The 01d Testament usos the borm lovo both in o secular as well as

in o religious sense. .Intthe lew Testament we dizoover that the words

o > - -
> 5 : 5

usod for love, chiofly é:47 flaéi”, LAFAT ave words thet wore com-

nonly used in pro=Biblical Grccli: fov the comcept of loves® The Term,

dyafiy, for onw, undergees a mjor dovelopment in its meaning in the Hew

Tostoment. Yot for all thiz, in owr English language, the omo word,

2

Lov burdenad with tho tacii of serving as the supposedly identilfyiag

<
2N
(&}

torn for the veriety of twpsc of love current in the 0ld and Wew Yostaw
nenbs as well es in pre-Bibliocal Greek,

Otto Piper, in his azm.l:;fs_:‘-._::: of sox rolationships, delinsetos bew
Gireen three types of loves -"a-;':':.al sympathy, personal love, end Chris~

tian 1ovea“6 Onee again, love sorves as a front for differing ideas.

SIbide, Do Ze

4Tbide
“Tbide, po 25»

Sotto A Piper, The Christion Inberpretation of Sex (Hew Yoris
Charles Seribner's Soms, 1941), De 72e
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dre Paul Tillich submitc Uhis obserwvations "It is uvnusual 4o take
the word 'confusion? inte the Title of e chapbar. Bub if ome hes bo
weibo about love, power, and justice the wusual becomos mabural.”? Til-
lich distinguishes between thrce interpreotations of love: emobicicl, one

.l

tologlieal, and cthioal,”

IIo “arthor concludes, "that there are not typos
but qualifications of love, zinne the different qualitiecs are prosent,
by efiiciency or deficiency, in overy aot of love."?

‘ Nypical of the misuse and abuse whioh the term lowe has beon sube

jeckod to in the past and in rocomt days is a comment by a "high-fideli-

111
n

" sound expert, who rewarkod, "Uighfidelity soumd is lile:thc term

lovos It meens whatever you chcose it to mean," v

In viow of this wide renrc of ideas associated with love. whet are
Christien youns people to undecrstand as love?! Specifically whot chould
love meen to them? Vhen Ioly Scriptureos instruet thom to practice love,
how ere thay to wderstend Uhet vhen they are confronbed with the widely
Qivorgent views as to what love i supposed to be? There cam Lo up doubt
Thet the confusion that existe in comaection with love has affectod the
widerstanding modern youny peonlse have of lovee

Tho purposo of this thesic is to single oub Christian Love, g»yotr’-r"'} )
es the only love worthy of the name end as that prescribed by God for

voung poople =zad for people ol all time. We shall contrast Chriction

TPaul Tillich, Love, Powor, Jud Justice, Cntologicel Amalyscs end
Dthicnl Applications (London: Uxford University Press,; 156%), De e

Siblide, Do 4e
9Ibide, po 5e

1075374 Takos Over,"™ Timo, lobruary 28, 1955, pe 64.
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Lovo with other sowcalled "loveo” and show the distinctive diflerences
betwoon theme Weo shall, furileimore, demonstrate how Christien Iuvo cen
and chould be used by youmg pocple as a lodestar through all of Llife,
as woll as o sbandard of juz?::'.:r'm:?:, or test, for the solution of clhilcal
problems and questionge

Vio begin our iavestigetion with an attempt to detarmine the true
noening of lovee Dre Paul Tillich iz quick Lo remind us that il probe
lemz of love must inevitably loed us to om ontological amalysis. "Ome
caunot cscape ontology if ome wanbs to kmowl"™ll Speaking of love, powes,
this triad a distinotion of precoding ovorye
canuot Do deriwved from anything that ic. They

fn s = - 0
12 fillich's own ontology of love oo 1ife

as boing "im sobunlity, and lovs is the moving pover of 1ifde. o .« o-

Lovo is the drive towards tho unibty of ithe zeparated.":’ g proscods

.

to desoribe love as the rewmia: of tho estranged rather than as the ue

nion of the strapnges He asgcilibos o love its grsatest power in its ebie

ity to overcome the greaitect copul atione™ Miost of the pitfelis in
social ethics, political theory. and education aro dus o e misy @

stending of the cmtologlenl thcracter of love,"l8 acenrding o T31lich.

Tillich®s ontological atixly of love leads him to the bagic nssore

231130k, ope oite, Pe 206
121bide, pe 21e

131p34,, pe 254

rpia,

151::id.‘, Pe 2y
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wlen that “love 1s omeo™C Por i, love, not enly as suoh, but inm all
ito forms is the drive tomards the restoration of wmity of the scparae
2ode CUnoo this is sonceded. “tho differont qualitles of the one nnture

3 T G

of lovo becomo vndorstandable.”-
L ,-Js -
Ide oatology of love loads him %o conclude, further, thet Ay«

113

is the “dopth of love or love-in relation to the ground of life,. o

@

puts 1% Leaubifully whon he continumes, ". o « in apgepe ultimate roality

mondifosts 1i%self and transforns 1ife and love, !‘-ﬂ;ap_s is lowe ocuidiag

Lova, themn, in all its gouninme purity, porfection, and wholoness
45 %o bo fownd in God who is i ombodiment of LOVE., "CGod is love,"
otatos *St, John es he makes love synonymous with ¢od.2% Tt 15 poseible
to arrive ot on abscolube dofinitiocn of the fwmdamental natwre of love,
That the Triuno God revoals o lowe through Hle sctions and Words is
tho engswer thet wo may consider as Pinel as far as tho true, basic mosn-
ing of love is conceraneds

In !Hs Word to us God revoals Himself as He who loves. lLove is
2 quality in God that moves Hin o cotion. Love includes within itselsf
tho desire to shere with other:s the wvery best that ome has. Honco,

God's love leads Him to oreatc. in His om imege, man, so that man might

18703d., pe 27s
7T3de, pe 28e g

lslbidog BPe 33.

Wrpea,
201 Jomn 438, PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
31, LOUIS, MO,
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algo perticipate in and enjoy fcllowship with the holy Gode iVhon Satan

dogoives manr, and man discboys (od, man semnses within himself wint is now

-

in actuality so, that ho is uoc longer worthy of fellowship with Hig Maker
ond Gods "And they heard the voice of the Lord God weliking in tho gare
dem in the cool of the deyy and Adem and his wife hid thomselves from the
nrogence of the Lord God amongsh the trees of the gavdon, ol

It i now, however, that God's love bogine to rewveal itsell in its
dopth and megoitude. IHls lowe chows itsell to be an overall concerm for
tho totel welfare of man even whiun man has rebelled egeinst Hime, Thore
is no goodness, no immate righleousness or worth, nothing at ell in man
that should now call out Ged'c Love for hime. There is no cause vintbso=

ever in wan which influenses God to act favorably toward hime “uce,

vwhon 4t io oaid that God loves mon, that is not a judgment oo whot man

222

o |

Tho Oreol: term used for the love which emanabtes from God iz wyal 7.
§

e

s Anders Wygron, in his brilliont eand monumontal oxposition of tho ie
dee of Christian Love, sums wp tho meaning of Agaps in fowr statonents
o7 chorecteristic: 1) “m Lo sponbaneous and ‘uncauvsed! o & . =
2) Agepo is indifferent to hwwn merit « « o o 3) Agape is oreative . .
+ » &) Agape opens the woy of fellowship with God. "2

The idea of Agape permectes the Gospel acscoumbs. Strangely enough,

Bl s 2
howevor, the word wydl ) occuxri only wwice in the Synoptic Gospels, Mate

2lgonesis 3:8e

22 pndors Wygron, Agepe and Lros, Part I (London: S. P. C. F., 1932),

Do 504

251pld., ppe 55=5Ge

T Ty vap—



RIS LB it Bal iy ml_.

9

&3

thowr 84:12 and Luko 6:42, and in noither case is it .an egpecially cige
nificant wse. The werdb is used more freguently but not with eny partie
culer atbontion to the specific moening. lHygren's findings indiczabe

What % o « it is used indiscrininntely of love to God and to ouc’c neighe

bow and of natural affection {oo in Luke 6182), and it is wot used at all

of Godl's owa 1070 « o & %% I concludes thet crodit seems o bolong %o

1. - () 2 2 v ",’-z-. 5
Ste Paul for the introduchion of ¥yiT" aa a technical torm.25
Lot us now coms back to lmon's fowr points ebout love and ocxomine

hom brlefly, Nygron points oulb that natural human affection is o love
that has a cause which awalens 4. but thet Ydivine lowve in Jesus seeks
out simmers who do not desarve it and ceannot claim it bocause it is spon-
fancous and weaused."6 Chrich dlos for those who aro weak, wazodly,
sinuors, and enemies of Gods>7 Though God has every wright to act accor-
ding to justice and to apporticn 4o cach man his due for his disobodience,
in choosos to deal with man according to love--o course of action that
w1l rosult for man in permencn® and porfect blessing rather than deserved
tolel dosbruction. "Agape ie sovoreign and independent, with resard to
its objoot, end is peired cut on the evil and the good,"?28

2 proceod now to Nygren's sccond point, namely, that Agape ic ine

Aifforont to human marit. Huon norlt which influonses man in hic doale

o0

“Tbids, De 53e
2134,

203hid., De 536

272 omans 526, B8, 10.

38!Iygren, OPo Cite, pe 1CGe




10

inps with his fellowmen is not uced as God's basis for Hls way of de
ing with mane "¢ o o human goodnecss or worthiness is left clean oub of
the reckoning, God's love kaows 2o 1limits » « ¢ ¢ God loves the simmer
in apilbe of his sing but He doos not love the righteous on tho grouwnd of
wis pightoousness,“29 liatiher 5:40 is adduced es ome bit of evidonces
"He maloth His sun to rise on Tho ovil and on the good and seadeth rain
on the just and on the wmjusta” The parsble of the laborers in tho vinee
ard is onother oase in point. In thls pareble the lord of the vineyard
iscves to each laboror the sauis hive. His love and poodness are indiffer-
ont Ho humen merit.®Y The fach thet Jesus Christ is the propitiation for
tho sing of the whols world, ouid not only of & solect few, is furtheor cone-
glusive proof of God's love being completely indifferent to humaxn morite

ygren's third point i that Agepe is also creatives Among courte
ship-ninded youns people it ie olton the winsome smile, the pleasing pore
aonnlity ond the physical beauly of youmg ladies that are responsible
much of the time for the lighting of a love for them in the hearis of
oway mens For glrls it may bs cortain outstanding qualities im joumg
nen, moral or otherwise, handsconongsss, and the 1ike, that create love in
their hearts for thems, A qualily that is desirable in ome person (ims of-
ton stirs up and oreatos love in another for that persom. God’s lowe, om
the other hand, is mot attracted to man by worthy gqualities in man, bub

o o o 02 the oont s Wat vhich in itself is without welus ccquires

valuo by the faet that it Lo the c‘njaet of God's love., Aganc is the

diroat opposito of thet iove which is called out by the worithiness
of its objoct and so may bo said to be a recognition of the waluwe

2917Jiﬁn, Pe 54e

o tthew 2011-16,
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and attrectivenoss of :r."' objce-b. The mexn whom God loves hos notb
any value in himsolfs lic 'mluo consiste simply in the faolt that
rod loves hime
This 1s tgf_z cantrel nud decisive point in the Christion conceope
0 o

tlon of Apapo
There is somotimos attribubtod to man "en iwwewrd, imperishablo value,®
vhich oven sin could net take Croa himed2 God does nob Lorgive olng bew

cause of emy such elready oxisting valus in mane The forgivencce of sins

s o gift of love. It is "a crchbive work of Divine power » 4 » »"00

s

The fourth oubstanding fon m:e of Agape as prosented by Hygren lg
that Agape opens tho woy of Tellowdhip with Gods Sin is respongibio for
an dnpesse botwoen God and mene lon cannot re-open the way to followship

rith God by himself. If thero ic to be any such fellowship at ail, God

Lo |

Hnself must rewcreate it., Al God does malke possible such e fellowmship

through s forgivenesss “tho wmy of the Divine Agape end the Diwimo fore

sivencsss Agapoe is God's own ) to man, "84 |
Amape in its purest and cloerost form is ovidensod in the 1if: emd

dooth of owr Lord Jesus. Dubing Josus? lifetime He followed this precepts

"$ho Scn of man came not to bs minictered wmto, but to minisker . . » ,"9°

his stemped His approach to all of life as omo of self-effacing love,

e lovo was not alwajs accopbod a3 suoch. Bub even in the face «f oppoe

cition and rejeotion he, nevertiwless, witnessed to the trus meaning of

Asope. Un this point Wygrea'ls cwmary of Luther's deductions is interese
...8..2..

3131';.!{;1‘@21, ope Cite, Ds Ole
325‘;1;?__{1,, Pe 556

33;% %

3&@1@,, Pe 56s

%0 tthow 20128,



Christien love is by it vory neture cino verlorens Liebs, o losgh
loves It is the dirvect ocbnositn of retionnl calculation. CEven
though erain ond ageln it Jinds itsolf deceiwed, that is no roason
vy 1t should becoms hesitant ar& roserved, For it is of the nae
ture of love to suffer beiroye ale®

The clearset revelation of Arape im all its fulnecs anl duplh ls
cvidonced in the sacrifice of Josuz of Himsolf en tho oress for o disom
bedicnt world of cen. Ire Emil Irmmer aprees wholehesrtedly with Nygren

A

in this respect. Brummor malutoinz that in the eross aclcns do wo find
the meaning of the word "love" Ciscloseds®! lie states thet "bufore Cheist
love wos one commendient anons cthers, and wacenditionsd love vag not vie
dorasboods It could not be wdcrsbood wntil God Himself had dofingd its

moaming realiters in the Crous of Clrist /S8

The Lord Jesus rowealed mayyy wilque qualilles eof Agepe throush s

o)

oh om the Crosss Several of the outshending facets of Agnpe thors dew
rated are theset: 1) Aganc does not sosk its owne He was geimir: 10
porconal adventoge for Mimsel? through His physical end nmmtel tortires
sustained at tho hands of loveless end hateiful men. AL all tlies [Ha
concern was for others--all othors, dthout ualificntion; 2) Agnse ia
rondy Go meke sacrifices if ochers, even the umworthr, are traly o bow
nofits true love doss nat ghirk: loss or bemoan ite

Tillich also exalés vhs lowo o thoe Crose ws suprems whin he naye,

"Lovo menifests its groatest povor there where it overcones the greatesy

6anders Wrgren, Apape and Lrvos, Part II, Voluue ”I (Londozz 8o e
Co Koy 1559), po B4e

S%umia Bruaner, The Divine Iumerative (Fhiladelphias Th: Westminater
Pross, 1547), ps 55s

ssmié L) pc 580




soparation, 59
liygron equates God and the fgape exemplified in tho death on the
Croos s onde He definoe Godfs nind towards man as puro ;“ﬁg.gg_eé’o He
i qulck o point out, however, bthet God is love also apart frow iis deal-
inge with fallen man, In His ow nature God always existed as Agope.
rimapily and vltimatoly God®s Agape is the otermal love of the Father
for tho Sont 'Thou lovedst s, ' Iie cays, ‘before tho fowndation of the
world, " (Johm 17:22).%%
A distinotive feature of Agapo is that it is completely forgotful

of gelf, Its centor of atlenticn is "the other." It is not egocentric.
% ic et all times seli-offacing ond seeks the good of others even when
thoy do not deserve it-~evon wen they deserve the vory opposite Type of
troatment. This is en absolitbe love; lowe in its purest and noblcst form.
It io this that God moans by love. This alone is the wmderstending He
wonld hawe uws hold of love, for {ids clone is love in its true wndule

torated, root somse. It is thic {Uype of love that we are to live Uye
TWithin the Christien Church thiz love haes come to be called Chricilan
love, to distinguish it from Uho dilubed end perverted human love &o com=
mon in our world of solf-sechings The descriptive adjective "Christiaan®
hould strictly speaking not be nocessary, sinoe love, if it is To bo
genuine at all, must be Christien love, or it is not love at all--in the

sonae that God intends it and in vhich semnse Hp hag rewvealed it Lo use

99731130k, ope Cibe, Pe 25
4’C'H;yrgrems ope Oits, Part I. p. 108.

41pad,., pe 1126
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Ste Poul augments end mgplﬁ.ﬁfies the meaning of Agape with hic clage
sleal and cucclnet presentation in his flrst letber to the Corintidan
Ghristlons, in chepber thirtoon. e does hore with Agape what o gless
nrism does with a ray of llght. XAs the prism breaks down light into its
conponent colors and reveals ils truoc nature, so this thirteeath chape
Gor corves as e moans for furcher dolineating the aspecits of Azance
“Charity |Agepe | suffereth long and is kind o o o "4 The conter

Py -

of abtontion is not tho self bui "the other." Concern iz shom for the
wollebeing of others, even thow;: tho self must experience inconvonience.
"Charity envioth not « « » 49 TE 19 not desirous of that which iz
vightfully another's. "Charity wawbeth not itself, is not puffod up + »

24, 3 & gy ;
o"=* Rather than push onocsclf to the fore, Aga auges one Lo rocede

[FLIP Y

from the focus of attention. Itz neture is Yo be modest and humble, not
ted in brosdeasting one'c porsonal merits end achieovements bDubt dow
siring only that one's services are of help to others. It is kmouledge
that puffe up, bub "charity ¢difioth."48 Agape is ooncermed witlh the ge=
nuino welfare of others. This nccossarily relabtes Agape to that which is
of o lasting nature, ono's ctornal welfare. Agape then is primerily ace
tlve in the promotion of the spirltual growth and advencoment of tho neighw~
bots Ste Paul makes this strilingly cleas in his remarks to the Carime

thians: "Give no offence to Jews or to Groeks or to the church of God,

Just as I try to please all mon in everything I do, not secking ry own ad-

421 Corinthisns 13:4,
437pid.
Hrpid.

45y Qorinthians B8ile
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vantago, but that of many, thal they may be savad.,"C The goal of Jdow
sus? Agepe was the ohbornal blossddness of overy men. He revealed His love

not only for the momenbery, toimporal, earthly welfaro of man; but fis ine

{3

torest was in the pormaneab socwrdily and salvation of ell people.
o, ‘t}‘ o £ -b‘ e nla 3 swlas ey ey i C 5 -t oy C et '<vw1, -
Ste Paul continues his poritvayal of Chrigtian love in 1 Corintld
ans, chapter thirteon, as fol 3.-)'"':
» o o Qoth not behave itself wmseemly, sooketh not hor own,; iz nob
oasily 'r:rovo]ro& thinketh 2o ovil, rejoicoth not im iniguity, but roe

joiceth in the truth, bearciih all "ch_.a;‘s,, believeth all thizgg, ho=
noth all things, endureth all things.%Y

The common denominator which dominates this list of lovols nspects
movy said to be self-effacement cnd a complete concorn for the toftrl good
of otherss

In comparing St. Paullts uwse of tho term Agape with that of the Syn-

goomes evident that Ohe Pavl has teken over and continued the

<
o 3
(<
i
&
=2
o
o

idon of Apapo. DBut he hasg doné Do mores According to Nygrem, *ho has

iven tho iden e great and imporitant development, by commecting it with
the death of Jesus on the Cross.'™o

A well=compacted desoripticn of this Agape type of loves comws o
us from Dpe Richard R. Caemmercy. Ie summarizos it in this fashion:

Gpdls love means Godls oulire coastitution bent Loward men, alive

> the salkes of man ratho:r Ulmn {or the sake of Himsell, o s
made to have this some kind of love; sin pluiged mon into o frams
of 1ife in whioch he lived J¢r himself alons. Tho renewal of tho dle
vine imnge in men implies the recapture of this quality of charage
ter of love. It msans much moro than the sentimont of friendliness

48Holy Bible, Pevised Stenderd Vorsion (New York: Thomas Melson &
Sons, 1962), 1 Corinthiens 10:38, 33.

&7y Corinthions 13:5-Te

4Oliygron, ope ¢ite, Parl I. pe 89
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end effections Bubt it zmr::.g tho all-pervading will of the Chyistian
mon o put himself at the disposal of man, whatever situmticz he

con reach him and for "é'u:‘ “GaGver noed ho oan serve hinm (Vatilow B3
Tauke 103 1 John 3)e This 1 is literally an implanting of God.
It is effective only ag Gof Imperts it and as it is a charactoristic
of God Himsell at work (L TJ&.& 43 Colossians S3 Bphesians 5),%9

It is this idea and interprotation of love that God wills for youth
as mmll as for all men when o Siyzsariges His desire for us throurh His
Son, e o o love ono anothsr; &8 I beve loved you, that yo also lavo ome
anothor.’ Love, however, ix. ooming dowa to us through the centizries,
Lios not always beon interproted in the sense described im the precoding
parasraphs, as pure Agape, 1N Frren notes thaet in the post-apostolic pow=

riod three maln typees of view rcghrding the Christian idea of love ape

poared: 1) the 01d Teatament Homos motif, 2) the Hellenistic Ea. ot motif,

v At

omd ) the New Testament Agapo robife5d "0 this Clements hyme Go Agape
13 o concrets example. In it motifs ere plainly mixed, for throe fumde- ‘
montal motifs are repregented; bub the 0. T, Nomos motif is ultimately
prodominent." 5%

- -~ gna o
The Greek uwnderstending of love, defined as fews was of an altoge-

te

ther different nature from Ag

opce This was the type of love which Flato

S

glorified. For him it was a heavenly Eros, "the love of the soul for the

49picherd R, Ceomaorer, “The Applieation of Christiaan Pthics to Cur-
ront Social Problems,” Por‘c-r--:!w:.:m fmnual Convention Associated Lutheran
Charities end. Second Amnual Ot ciod Vork Institute, Valparaiso UQLvorsity,
Soptombey 8 €o 18, 1046 (Univerciuy Compust velparaiso, indiana), D S4e

%050nn 15154,

5:'l'll:aders Hygren, Agape and fros, Part II, Volume I (London: S P,
Co Ko, 1938), p. 34e

%2rnid.
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wicht world of Forms and hor dosire o partioipate in the Divine 1ife,."53

-—au

A conception of the doubls naturo of man, of the Divime origin and
guality of the soul, ite li.:}«;ra-bion from the fetters of semsc, and
1%s asecent to its original Divine homo, is the wmiversal becic of
the idea of Eros in overy Zurm in which 1t appears.>=

The Platonilo comception of Lowe may be summarizod to inecludo i%s
bolng o love of desire, by which mau seeks to reach a Divine gozle [ Honoe
it 4o cssontially au egocentric lovee Brosg is, thus, anchored in man,
It doos not tele into accounl; nor does it have room for, God®s lovwe to

mane Through and through it Lo oxclusively a selfegeelking offari on the

part of man., This categorizec it 2s a direct opposite of Agpps, which
ig Gopd'y gelf-offacing love for mane
As for tho N'onos motif, the differonce bevween the Jowish ezd the

vrinitive Christlan idea of love might bo presenbed as Dollowss "love

got within the scheme of law--iove breaking down the scheme of lexr,"S5

fgans in the purest sense is cxomplified in the latters The love foumd

largoly in the writings of the /pbstolic fathers and Apologists iz Agape
gaueozed into the mold of 33_033;9_{;5 It was onsiar o grasp love as o coms.

mandmont, and hemce, their idet. took them back into the 0ld Testomont frame

of' reference.’® If love is %o b6 a commandment given to men, then the i-

nitlative reverts to mane What v lose, then, is the "indlicative of Aza-

551bide, pe 150s

S%Iygren, opes cite Pary J_. Volums I, ne 122.

-

ygran,, ope ©ites Part Ii. Volumo I, po 36

S01pia,
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Pos" ond wo come up with the inporative of Nomose9?
Hiotory reveale that the pwre fAgeps notif was definitely in tho becke
growmd duriag posteapostolie ivs. The Gnosties repizced 1t wiil Frogs

3% owrvived in the Apologists ¥t lost its original and dyuamic forse

1

s 2 a LSty a6 [ =4 3
dhen 1t was fitbed into the noinistio ;le,"s As Hygren traces tho histo-

3

wy of tho Christisna idoa of lowe through post-apostolic times he finds

it wndorgoing its formation "umicr stress of the conflicte bebween Homos,
- e

s . ng L8 Py AT -
Uros, ond Agapo."9? This is nod bo say that eny one of the threc come-

pleboly displacnd tho othors, ~411 remain very much alive ian the Churche
5 1s inberesting Go aobs that ol the three outstanding ante-Nicens theow
logisms, Irenaous, Tortullisn, ond Origen, each may be sald to reprosent
one main bype o860  Toriullien crpbasized the Hemos type, Urigen {(emd Clo-

y)

t) the Bros type, and Irsnmovs the Lgape 'i:yp%“l lygren is ready to

P

Y
2.ad

B

sive honors bo Iremasus for mulaiaining end preserviug tho idea of Agape
in es pure o form as is found nnyvhore im the early Churchs PHiz vhole

. -

thoology is saturatod with tho jrope motdf o + ¢ 762

Loro took oun still another moeaning when Augustine fused aspuolis of
Apnpo end of Eros end came up with bis own distinetive understanding of

iove as caritass Augustine’s coiitas "is a synthesis of ancient cudaemo-

S?Eb_i_.g_e, Ps 8.
%1pide, pe 10Ls
Orvias, pe 229,
601334,

61134, pe 177,

621hid,, pe 193.
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nisn with Christian 2ove."05 Lusustine errived ab his conclusions by
asking the ancient philosophicel question, “Where shall I find wmy *how
num, ! my highest good?" The Chrigtian commandment of love, according
Yo fugustine, implied no condermotion of this egocontric and oudacmow
nistic quostione It sald rathor, “Love (that is, desire), but scc %o it
what you loves 'thou shelt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, ?
for Ho elome s thet 'bomwm' which cam really satisfy your dosirg, 6%
Por Augustine, all love is acguisitive lowve, Man is to direct hic longe
ings toward an object, by possccsing which, he hopes to be made Imppy.es
o did not condemn solf~love cince that led him to the "sumum bo=

mum,” love for Gode On the othor hand, to lovo oneself and to scol: one's

ghoet poeod in this world and in the earthly goods of a passing nobure

o
»)
=

-
b |

is to bo guilby of amor sui, which is "not merely ome sin amonz others,
but tho sin of sins."06

1% remeimed for Luther to rodiscover the original, pure meaning of
love as Apape originating in (od and exemplificd at its most glorious in
s sacrifice of Himself cn the Cross. The Christlan is o love
his neighbor in the samo way thot Cod loves the Christian, Luther drew
o sharp dlstinction bobtweon huwm love and God's loves Ho noted the bae

gic differeonces cc follows: "limor Dei non invenit sed orect smum dilie

63I-Fygren, ops cite Part IT. Volume II, pe 286.
sélbido

601hids, pe 268« In oxamining modern youth's ooncepticn of love,
it bocomes clearly evident That Uhis is the only understanding muy young
poople have of love. It is o huwon love that stems from a self-scoking

oot s
GGIbido, Pe 519
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pibile, emor hominis it & sup diligibili.""67

Tauthor dubs human love ag boing acquisitive love which arises as
o rosult of desireble qualitlos iz the objocts God's love is the direct
opposito, giving velue and worilr to that whioch lacks it:; hence it i3 croe
ativo. Human love, stemming from & self-centered heart, dolighte in ree
coiving good for itself rathor Thon dispensing it to others. God's love
lawishes itself upon such who oro in noeds

Luther continues by noting that ®Christian love is spontansous in
onteast to all activity with o cudacnonistic motive,"08 Ho poinls baek
So Christ and holds up Hs exumpic ac the paragon for the Chrisgisn. As
our Lord gave Himself in complotc surrender to tho Father®s will, not

ploasing Himself, so the Chrictlon ls to be puided by His heavenly Fae

ther's wille According to Luther,

e« o » Christian love, too, ic free from all selfish calouvlation or
ultorior motivee It docs Tho good, not in order to gain or increase

its own blessedness, bub “oul of free love" and for nothiang. to

pleage God, not seelking nur regarding anything else, but that i
thus pleases Godl o o » 25 is "round and wholeé" the same to ome

is
s to another, and withoul rospect of persons.G
Guite some difference of cobindon is evident in regard to seif-lowvo,
The question that arises is, vholt plage has self-love in the Christian
conseption of lowe as Agape? Io o third commandment--that ome love conoe
gelf-wpresupposed in the Seriptural commendment, "Thou shalt love thy

noighbor as thysolf"?70 INygron states thet this bolief about solf-love

671bid., po 507
881hids, we 5096
691pide, po 509 and pe Sifa

Tratihew 22150,
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is foroign to the New Testamsnt cnd has sprung from othor roota,
Monles inherited condition is precisely this, that he does lows
himaelf. Now it is this wypo of lwnurious lavishing of ebbention ond

imboreagt which one shows to hinascli that God commands should be chowm

(]

to ono?s neighbor. God dirocic i
contor his attention on "the other." In occupring onsself with zorvice
to ono?s neighbor, man is led awwy from his obsession with gself and
overconas the basie, self-ciesﬁ“:‘if-}ing; ettitude of self-love.

Does love for onels neig?1b§;§ rrosuppose and incluwde self-love? On
tho contrary, "it excludes it aJ overcones it."!% 1% wms sotually Augus-
vime who had concluded that o comondment of self-love was included in

“he command to love one's neiplibor as oneself, He felt that since man

naturally inclined toward such an attitude about himself a spesific
comandment in so many words v wmnecesgary. Luther is in
digagroement. As fer es he is concerned, self-love ig sin, in fact,

i g
he cgsence of sinfulness of 8L."7S Luther saxmot £ind any juge

tification Tor selif-love in Uhe ccmendnent to love onels neighbors In-

Ly

ll‘u’:-,rgren, ope cite Part XL, Volume I, p. 72.
72.. ) L

Ibid. Dre Hygren appends @ most interesting footnote in {his ecou-
noction as he cites Rudolf Bulibann on self-love: "It is conseguontly
neeningless to say (as indeed, can only be said on the basis of o hunanw
igtic ideal of ethies) that lowe Tor one’s neighbor must be preccded by
8. Justifiable self«love, o naccsinry degree of self-respoect, because we
are commanded, 'Thou shalt lgve 4w neighbor as thyself'; heneceo, colf-
love is presupposed. Yos, it ic in fruth presupposed, but not as somothing
whlch man must first learn, sonsthing expresasly required of him; Lut as
the attitude of the natural man;’ which is simply to be overcome.” (Jesus,
De 994) 5

7 1 .
sNyg,ren, op« ¢it. Part I, Volume II, v. 492,




gboad he soos in this dircebive Wo lowve the neighbor ag oneself o judg-
mont upon selfishmosss it "inwe ""Cf: the rejection and condeommation of

. 4
a1l gelf-love whobsoover." <

12 cannot use stronger language thon he
does in his judgment: “Selfad OVG e not to be ennobled and refined, but
Sotally annihilated." 7o

Thy should Luther be so milspokenly against self-love? The rooson

lieg in this @ totally opposite to true Chrictien
Iove., It is and lacks ell the qualities of a genue

ing loves He furtherucre by the words of Jesuag in Johu 12185z

“He that loveth his life shell loge it3 end he that hateth his 1ife in
this world shall keep it wmto life etornal.” To love, for Luthor, then,

s

S5 whe sone 08 bo hate onesell O

Iather considarsv the self-luve that Josus refere %o as a porvorse
and ¢rooked love broause man sc..,.;;; only his omn. He is inctu'v‘h::._\:‘ in 8.
Ihis love becomes straight only % fien it wibends itself away from The self
and is @irected toward cne's usighbor. What the Lord is, in fact, doing

¥ 0y

ommandment, Luther fcols, is exposing self-love es a visious

i
)
i
3
=
B
(6]
(%]

Lewes 1 1 Yet, while self~love ig: vegarded as a vicious love (vitiocsous

emor) which must be eliminateiy it can serve as & guide for the proper

Lt}

orm of love toward one's nelizilior. The Lord dees, im fact, use luman

gelf~love, which is sinful, as an oxample of how we are to live in Tow

A
" mia,

5 :

7 Ibide, Po 491,

ml‘biﬁ. Pe 493, (Lui:hcr',' H¥erbrief, ii, p. 219, 8: "Bst cnim di-~
ligers so gC ipsun odigaee" T

"Tibid., p. 29¢,
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lotion to our neighbor when I rostates the Old Testament swwmary of the
Socond Table, "Thou shalt love Uy neighbor as thyself,"70

ot aa if thou oughtost o Love thyselfy for if that had boen the
neaning, then it would have boon commandede But so far is it from
boing commanded, that the commandnent of love to one's neighbor

i, on the contrary, based oz the prohiblition of pelf-love. So
Fhou doest 111 in loving tycelle From this evil thou art delivered
only when thou lovest thy meighbor in lile mannere-that is; when

<

thou ceasost to lova thyselfy =

Luthor's exposition of huwnn nmature as a corrupt one is elaaznical.
s holds that man is born with o :A.'zlfish mind and that his whole attitude
tomnrd life and others is controlicd by a ntilitvarienicne=how useful
they cen be o him for hic purjosesd0 And because the will of men ig

crooized and not straight it curvos back wpon iteelf. To Luther, sin meant

g g0lfish enslavement to onocelf. Proceeding on the Seriptural premise

4hat love doos not seelr 1ts oFv. ho finds all of natural humen 1ife o be
wader the rule of sin, since, rother than seelr the other's good, man de-
monstrates that his entire quudt inm life is for himself.81

S8%e Paul sees tho harm meliflove cen inflict on mam., He beowcans a
sitmbion where self-love rulest’ "For all seel their omn and not the things
wihich are Jesus Ghrist'ao"gz Solf=love draws & person into himself and
withdérows him from service to his Lord and Savior. In Phil, 2:4; 8%, Faul

toaches solf-effacing love: "Lock not every men on his own thinns, but

"y tthow 221894

Tmron, ope oite Part i, Volune IT, p. 494, (Luther, Rencrbwief,
Pe BEY, 1T £, T T Tl = e AT

Ibida, Pe £956.
81 n
“Ibid. s DPhe 405 and 492G,

82mi1. 2:21.
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ovory men also on the things of othera."

And in I Corinthians 131§,
"Chority seckebth not her own.” Lhe epostle, eecording to Luthor, clesrly
outlaws self-love.89

It is inberesbing to nole Ghiat of gll the Church fethers ¢iid thus

for, Augustine's interpretetich of love hes had by far the greatest ine-

fluonce in tho whole history of trhe Christian idea of lovee I% hoo cuow

adod in overshadowing the e

e 11,.

o s as
shement view of love ae woll.™ ohe

e

emesing thing is that "in Bvangolical Christendom to the present day, Au~

watine s view has done fay nore then Iather's to determine what 18 meant

\)

a5 5 2 o
by Christien lovea"f"‘ The seriousness of this fact is demonsirated in the

o 4

i . i

fact that the view of love current smong most Christian and non-Christien

vowmg people today is by and leric one of seeking happiness and good for

mesolf. Many young people wnforstand love in the sense Augusting defined

It is, howover, God's will {lhat youth end for that matter all people,
ghould be guided in life by illc pottern of love, that of divine Acape,

It i3 this thet we are to undorstond whon Jesus urges us to love ong a=
nothor as He hes loved use It ic the Agape view that St. Paul hors in mind
his freguent reminders to the corly Christians that they grow ond in-
croace in love. The apostle cironses that love should be paralloeled %o
God’s love for man, and that humi roletions should be e fellowship si-
milar to thet which God sherse with man. This is e¢leerly borne out in

Ephogians 5: 1 and 23 "Be ye, thorcefore, imitators of God, as beloved

ﬂsﬂygron, ope cite Part IT, kffolwno I, p. 454,
%1pide, p. 252,
88vbid,




childreny and walk in love, evel :
pivon Himself for us o o v o

i
o

Whet is; however, the o
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s Christ also hath loved us aznd hath

Tonding of love held by the peonls of

bropur youth?

"~y A

iietionary defines love as follorm:

nthotlo

2e Tha bensvolence atizibu=
lather's affoction for his Jm drong
3¢ Strong 112: ng3 fondness; good will;
of countrya. » Tender and z:s.s sionnte

affoct on for one of thc apiosite sex. 5¢. The object of s.u‘."'sn-t:n.oséé

swootheart. 6. Cupid, oiilros, as god of love; somotimes, Venus.
Love, here, is dopicted as o iwina feeling originating in wan towerd a-
nothor person or objoot. .The Lunpe sense is compleotoly lacking. The most
Inmportant element of love is miusing: its self-effacing quality and its

1 for

overl: concor

the wolfarse of

the "other,

Dr. Otto Pipor, in his thoushiful study and interpretotion of sex
concludes thet the individual i his sex relationships encowmters three
types of love, sexual sympath . porsonsl love, and Christian love, "These

342 0

are not three different inst

hunen or animal ianstinet of

i

Ho defines sexual sympathy as

dosire so rules the soul that

Porsonal love arises "whea the soul rouses

=

ts of e simple stato of bodily

YCrengteris Tew Collegiate Dictionary

that fee

tha

abtraction

but different degrecs of the primitive

gampccthy in its application to sex life 87

ling which oocurs when the zexual

aoul has little if any influencc on man,
the instinct berond the lime
into the region of whati is

(Springfield, Messe.t G. & C.

Horriem Co., 1940}, p. 498.

87P1per, ope cit., pe 72
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poraomatl,"88 Christian love slines ouwb and demcustratos its trus power
yhowo personel love reaches ity own limits because the atiituds of ome

ar other of the partners iz out of harmony with real waluss."®® Oluweistien
love does not displage sexual atlraction or the rospset for the porsonse
ity of the other party where 1T rules., It adds somethiag new tu the ree
Iabionships It brings God into it as Uaster end Lord and Fathsr viho has
lovod us with such overwhelming iove that we now desire to forgel oure
selvos and love othors ag He haw loved use Piper concludes, "EBrotic or
romantlo? love o o » can never clfoct what is dome by Christian Lova o0

41 physiocal, erotic, romantic aspoct of

-

Tha world limits lova ©o

1ifo. Trus Love magasines and cinilsy modern romsnses poriodicals, vwhich

v

run the %sm love to tho grouxdi, use love almost exclusively end atires-
Ly in the seculer comse wlth Lz heawy overtones and wadertomss of sex
and physical atiraotion, The vorld has emptied love of its nobles and pure
neanias and as perverted i%, iwing it a content whioh is this-worldly,
ecquisitive, ogocentrie, and ol ‘times sven syaocnymous with lust. & preoe
sentatlon of love im this light docs much to color and shepe youth's we
derstanding of loves Tolovision and radio dramas and stordes fentbwre,

in most cases, o romantio typs of lowe which is strongly human and come

nlotoly devold of the Agapo sensta

Modern secular usage of tho term love has, thus, done much ¢ coae
Dfuge the trus meaniag of this coucept for youmg peoople and adults goneral-

iy of todays Youme poople cuanot begin to have the proper plotuwre of

887n1d.
S97pide

Orpide, ps T3
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wint love reclly is unbll he hoo come to lmow Christien love. Christian

lowve 1s o way of 1life and as such can be used as o standerd of judzment

in obhieal matters. It is this that wo propose to devolop im the fole

lowring chapbere
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CHAPTER IIX
CIRISTIAN LOVE AS A WAY OF LIFE AND A STAUDARD OF JUDGHERT

It 1s possible, on the bagic of Holy Soriptures, to establish Chrige
tlon love as God's recommended tmy of life and as the peint of departure
ond standard of judgmeat for the Christian in the roalm of his ethieal
1ifes Tho Lord Jesus speaks of love es a new commandment which b gives
to IHls diseiples and, accordins Lo Johm 13334, urges them "to lovo oms
anothor, as I have love yow, thob ye also love one enother.” The mobie
vation for their love for cach other wme to be iis love for thems

Ste Paul speaks of low ca Yo more excellent way," in I Corinthians
12231, roferriag ©to love as o wny of life. In the following chantor,
tho thirtecnth, he proceeds To dofine Christlan love in specific torms
in a glowing fashione. Dean Alford hes oalled this chapter "'thes noblest
asgomblage of beaubiful thoughts in beautiful lenguege oxbant in thig
world, 1

The Reve Osweld Riess, teidng his oue from St. Paul, clovates Chrise
tien lovo to this high position: "Love is not & way to lives it is the
Wy to live, lot to love is zmot to live."e

In Romems 12:10, St Pavi ropeats his encowragement of love az a
wy to lives "Be kindly affecticonod one to another with brotherly love,”

ilo continues in chapber 185:8 and 10, "Owe no men enything, but to love

Yuoted by Osmald Riess in s The Seoret of Booubiful Livims (Ste
Louls: Conscordie Publishing louso, 1953), pe 87e

B1bide
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one another, for he that loveth cnothor hath fulfilled the law. . s Love
worloth no 111 to his neighbor. therefore love is the fulfilling of the
Towre"
In writing o the Corinthion Christileans Ste Panl ropoatedly crphae
sizes Christian lovey note for cample, I Cor. 13:118: "And now abideth
f2ith, hope, charlty, those iwos, but the greatost of these ic charity
Mlovels® In T Cors 240l we £ind this: “"Follow after cherily « « » o
In I Core 1634, ho writes, "Lob all your things be donmo with charity.”
In these passages, in no unmistnlnble terms, ho urges love as & Wy of
conducting oneself in all of lii:.i:?a Christian love is to be a lodestars

Throughout his espletles SUs Paul holds lowve up to his rsadors as
the vewry necessary rosult of tholr faith: "For in Jeosus Christ ncliher
clreuncision availeth anything nor weirouncislon, but faith which worke
thls we find in Tole 5:6¢ Then e fow vorses later, in vere
gog <Thirteon and fourbtoen, he 1oos on to say, "By love serve one another,
Por all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, 'Thou shrld love
thy noighbor as thyself,®"

The Ephesicn Christians recoive similer guldance in Ephe 3:17:
"2 s » that Christ may dwell in your hoarts by faith, that ye, being rooc-

tod and growmded in love o o « «° "Wallkt im love, as Christ also hath
loved us,” ho teaches in chaptor Iive, verse two. We find the same exale
tadlon of love in his letter o tho Colossian Christians in Cole. 2:21
“s s « that their hearbs might bo comforided, being lmit togethor in
love o » o &"

8t. Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians includes o desire for their
growth in love: “And the Lord male you to incroase end ebound in love

tomard ono another and toward oll men, oven as we do toward you s o o s
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Thie wo find in I Thesse 3312, S84 Pavl 1s concerasd aboub o steady growth
into the mature life of Chrigtian love; to him Christiarp lowve is ©o be a
hobit, & constant way of living, Io pursues this thought again in the
noxl, the fourth chapber of thic lotler, in verses nine and fbenz

Bub as touching brotheriy luove ye nced not that I wrlbe wato yous
for yo yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And ine

deed yo do 1t toward all the brethren which ere in lacodonin; buk
we beseoch you, brethren, That yo inoreass more and morae

Ons camaot help but notice the lmportance ho atbaches to Christisn love

3

-2

i G

i

wir lives. Im tho passagc just olited 8t. Paul uses six words to wne

=

b}

lorsoore the nood for growth intc lowve: Ui

inersosd « « ¢ 2bound s = ¢ 1w
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eronso more and more.”

5te Potor likewisse stresses ¢he need for evidences of Christiom love
in the lives of his readerss In all five chapbers of his first cpistle
ho has references to leves Lob us oxamine soms of them: "Seeins vo have

S

puwrified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto wfeigned

love of the brethrem, sec that yo love one another with a pure heori feore
vently." This wo have in I Potor 1:22. In chapter 2:17 he repeats, "Lowe
tho brotherhood.” Ia chapber G328 he oontinwes, "Finally, be ye all of
oo wind, having compassion onc of amother, love as brethren, be pitiful,

bo courtoous o o o of The lasht two directives im this passage are sctual-

Iy oxpressions of love. In Tho wory next chapter, the fowrth, in wvorse

eight, he singles out the nood for love as the main need: "And above all
Things have forvent charity am ., yourselves, for cherity shall covor the
muliitude of sinse”

Sta .John, often called the apostle of love, speaks glowingly of lotve
end it pro-ominense in the Christian 1ife in his first epistle: “For

this is the message that ye heard from the bogimming, that we should love

R PP T ey ST -
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ano enother,” chapter three, roiuo clevom. To him, love is metion: in
I Joha 3318 we read, "My 1littlo chdldren, lot us not love in word. neie
thoy in tongud, bub in deed cud in trubth.” Chapbor four of his firsh
eplatleo 1s saburebed with the conccpt of lows. Verse seven is o good
cxamplo: "Beloved, let us iove o snobher, for lowe is of God, onmd every
e Ghant loveth ia born of Fod and lmoweth Gode™

imos referred to as "the life of the now

The Christlen life is souw
man,® "1ike in Christ," "newnsss of life,” and similer oxpressicns. all
Litting and appropriate. In wviocwr of the overwhelning evidonse fur Cilrzi;s«

lon Lowe just indicated ia the nroceding erray of Biblical emseipts, the
Cleristien life may also be refervod to as the way of Love (with 2 capie
el LT o dlebinguish it from tho wvarious other types of lowe cwrrent
i modern and secular usage)e

Chz

‘-.-I

stian Love 1s the best vuy of life because it is Godlsz ol wayww
e wey in which He chooses to dewl with discbedient man and the wamy which

s direots man %o live bye The Lord Jesus spocified to His discipnles that

Theoy were to love each other zg lio had loved them, according to Johmn 13:34.
n the self-offscing, solf-giving way of God's ~Lova, His Chriskian

followers and Chrristlen youth awo to welke Uere, then, is Christ’s om

direoctive for the way of 1ifc that is patterned after that of God’s and

that 1s in perfect socord with Iic wille
Among faith, hope, end lovo, it is Agape, Christien Love, thab is
rotiod s the groatest of thests® It is Agape thot will abide forovors

At tho lost judgmont, Love will Lo the test of a man’s faith., ¥Was thie

5% Gop. 13:13.
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manls faith o trus end liviag ow? His works of Love will dedercine that.%
Foing beck to Luther agnin. it was he who had mentionod that if all

citizans in o community were Yod only by Christian Love, goveroment would

Ajthough Bertrand Ruseell lucked the fundamembal, Scriptwral wadere
shanding of Christian Love, novertheless, in delivering a series of loow
turcs in November of 1980, on T guneral impact of science on hwen go-
ciobys ho peid this tribute tc Christian Loves

Tho root of the mattor ls ¢ wory simplo end old-fashiomed thing, w
Thing so simple that I en alxost ashomed to mentiom 1%, for foar of
the derisive smile with which wise oymivs will greet my wordss  The
thing I mean--pleags forgivs me for mentioning it--is love, Chrige
tion love, or compassion. £ you feel thls, you have & motdve for
orietonso, o gulde in ection, e roason for courage, an imperciive
negossity for intellectunl honestys If you feel this you hawe all
';Jhﬁ‘-.'

anybody should fieed in the way of religion. Although you may
not find happinesss, you vill nover lmow theo desp despalr of those
whose life 1s aimless and wvoid of purpese; for there is always some-

1
thing that you can do ©o diminish the swful sun of human miscrye®
Though a renowmod oritic of mperimburalienm in sll its forms, Ruscell

could not find anythiag but Iich

praise for the wey of life reco:cmded
ond wgod by God, the way of Chilctian Loves His conception of Liove is
e hagy onoi he is not eward of Tho sourde of This Love or its potential.

-~

However, he has to concede tholt it is a way of life that makes for hare

4500 St Matbhow 25:31lels, vhere Love for ocne's Pollowman may be

implled to be tho criterion at the last judgmente

n

“Coormeror, ops olte, Pe 4ls

6George Ss Cowns, Education snd American Civilization (Wew Torks
Coluwible University, 1952), ppe oo6 and 207, whore Cownta quobet Dartrand
Russell, The Impact of Sclenss ol Sooleby (New York, 1951), ppe 59 and 60
Couats himsol? refers to chrisction Love as perhaps the most basic olement
in the Hobraic-Cheistlan othica
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nmony, poace, and the wolfare ol wn's followmane

Experienge itself shows us that any other way of life, ezcopt that
of Christian Love, brings only sovrow, dissatisfaction, and heariocshe,
for it is uswally o self-centorcd end self-seoking way. It doecs not bring
o mon poaso of mind and combanimant, Many aom~Christions smploy the beche
nigues of Love, not because thoyr rocognize them as bolng Christien lowe
ond bolonging to Gody, but boeause, through the process of elinmimaiica,
they hawe discovered that the ouly course of action that makes for their
om cad others? volfare, is tho woy of kindness, helpfulncss, peacablew
noss, and similer such approaches to life--all of which are in roality
componont parés of Christisn Love. In the seoular world, differcad terw
minology is used to portray the Christisn idos of Loves terms such o8
humaniParienisn, philonthropy, charity., and morey are uswmally useds
Thus, it 1s possible for the nou-Christian world to arrive ot the proper
cnd best approach to social relalionships, the way of Chrigtian luows,
without rocogniziuvg this vemy oo Love in the Christian sense amd vl ihoud
beiag eware of its total implicaiions, potential, or motimtions

Drs Richard R. Caemmercr summyrizes this as followss

The Christian revelation docs not teke it emiss that its codes of

conduct are paralleled by muyy obtherss « ¢ ¢« It regards it a5 selfe
ovident that also man without the influence wpon him of tho Spdrit

of CGod should have a bent Uo roverence and morality, amd that he
should recognize thet aliruisn and falrnese are preferable to selw

-t ] - & ~ ’
fishmoss end doublewdealing.’
Love is, however, not only dosignated as the way of life fov mmm.

Christian Love is not simply o code of action suggosted to man, It is

70aamnerer, OPe 08ite, Pe B2« "Pre Coonmorer suggests roferring also
to Romamg 2, Pealwm 14, end Acte 1V,

Sle.n
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o soro of Christian ethios."® It is the Christien's total eiiiosk
vonahimy ouab bowmrd God end m. Love is regardod as God's nost vondore
ful gift to the Christlane "« « « it is the impulse for actiom iu his
hoarts it is tho outgrowbh of (hc utter chenge vrﬁioh he has undergone
through the renewal of the Spirit, 9

Dre Hypron calls Apape not dnly the fundamental feature in Cirrlse

Hlandty, but ":Eha fundanental 1ot per oxcellence o o e SHI0 He noss on

-

+to dogoribe it as sotiing its marl: on the whole of Christlenity, insise
#ime thet Pwithoub 4% nothine Uhot ie Christien would be Christien,®11
As guch, then, Christian Love may be set up as a standard of judge
ment, or e gulding prinocipie, by which yoway peopls end ell Christlans
mayy best thelr ebhlcal aotions and decisioms to see whether they are in

harmony with God's will or nots Such a "test of Lowve™ may be epnlisd to

vhriselen youny pecplo’s ethical cquestions and problems, and 3.'&: 18 caw
able of producing enswors end solutions that are wholly setisfying end

completely trustworthy aand dependable--all because Christien Lowve is God’s
oim stondard by which He would have us be governade
In Philippicns 135 and 10 SGo Paul relates Love to Judgment in this
meamors  “And this I pray, thet your love may aboumd yet wmore and more in
Imowlodge end in all mdgzne 1f2 Ghat vo may epprove things ‘that arn oxoole-

lents that ye may bo sinsere and without offence till the day of Christ.”

8.1"9?;9:, Pa B4,
9I‘bidog Pa 35n
loﬂvg;ren,, ops cits, Pard IT. Volume I, pe 324
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How can the "teet of Lowe" Lo put into operation? Quostions of the
following cort may be addressed To a situation in questions will this
action that I am contemplating Lring good to my neighbor? is it in the
imborest of his total welfare? (If it is, them it iz in agroement with
Cheistien Love, for Love worketh no 111 ¢o his neighbor, accordins to
Romons 13:10,) Will this sotlon comtribube to and help alons hic Chrige
tian falth and 1ife, or will it vwt 4%? (If it encourages Christian
growth, then 4t pasees the Gost of Christlen Lowe, for Love is concormed
with the truly good of the noighbor. If it hurts the neighbor®s faith,

r 1f it disvcgards possible nogptive effects on his feith, the rroposed

aetlon is not Chrictien Loww.) 4o I going %o gein by this eebim for
ish purposes at the cxponeo of my neighbor? (If so, then tho ace
tion doos not pase the test of Love, for "love seeketh not its om."12)

Thore and similer questicns may be used o constitubte a test of Love

by whlch Christian Lovo becomss 2 standerd of judgment. The average Chris-

'.

-

ZGen youwng porson, in all likelihood, will not take the time to ask all
c8e quostions whon in a sbate of wncertainty or indecisim. Tho test
'-:-‘i’-?j’ possibly be boiled down %o those basic facts: 1) tho sction must be
congorned with "the good” of "Hiw other,” rather than with one's oma per=

somal gedns 2) it must bo seli-cifacing rather than self-centered.

This standard of judgment is also an excellent means by which Chris-
tlan yowng people may examing thedr past ethical astioms and 1ife Ho de=
torming vhether thoy have actunlly been conforming to God’s way of life,

thet of Christien Lovoe

127 Gore 1315,

i
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To lnow trus Christien Lovo for what it reelly is means to possoss
o, formula for blessed, happy, and God-pleasing living.
1sdegbar for 1llfe end a sbandard of judgment which will satisfactorily

It ic 4o have &

ol tho ethioal problems thei confroat youth and mane

Chpistian Love as a lodes

gtoyr for al

11 of life end as e standnzd of

Judgnent ere not kaowledge with vivlch yowag people arc naturally cndowed,
Thogo ere matters that youas noovle meed 4o acguire from a soures oube
aide of themselves, from Gol cnd lis Worde What are the othical ots

dards thet young people comuonly rogulate their lives by, wmtil they
learn to liww by Christian Loro--ond often, even after they have boocoms
acominted with God's way? Yic cie now ready to determine this ond to

2208y ‘.1.“_1.0 “11" 80 8 shanderds a
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GIAPTER IV

YOUTHYS APPROACH 0 HTIZCAL WAYS AUD STANDARDS

Young pecople ask a "lsegion” number of questions about the ethical

1ife.s The problems which are wiry real to vouth and which thev ask most

Wi iR

froduontly about can be reduced Lo the following, as drawn up by artin

edde W
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oslends
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ping sakish ing wilues, standards, eand goalss
res o.'.w.'}" ooni‘licti.ng cultural sitvations;

ing independences
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Hogland pointe out that wod of these probleme are actually subhoads
wmder the first one. At the sone time, these are also casily rocormized

o8 universel human problems, Acoloscence is simply one period of the ine

dlvidual's growth when these unilors are more preseing end important than

they are ot exny obher stage of 1ifc.?

Young people sre genorally inguisitive espeoislly about the wight
and wrong of ethical actions in f.*e..:ri:r‘-.on to members of the opposlio sex.
That this is so may be an indication that they are not in possession of

& gtandard of judgment which would enable them to determine for il:emselves

iefying answers to their ethilcsl problems. It may also indicate that

liwr'br; Heglend, Problens of Young Christiens (Mfinneapolis: Augs-

LI T

burg Publishing Hou.,e, 1082); Us de

a
“Ihids
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they want peace of conscionce wid reace of mind. Christian youms neople

wont 4o ho sure theb what thow 44 bas God's epproval and is ploazing to
Mm, They want to be clear g o vhat is acceptable to God and wutd is

not, and why it is or is nol. Tbt their own resowrces are inadequate.

Christlan youmys people ¥mf to experience and enjoy beautiful and

neaninefal courtships; thoy it To be popular with members of the op-

3 they do want everltually to merry, but "they are often at a

The advice they reccivo from wndegireble sources does mare to

male thom nore unsure of how thew

ought to conduct themselves, whoreas

what often confuses them is tha’ adviee and direection is not elwmys forthe

- ™, 3 e "
coming from those whom they fead

Thay can rely om and trustes

=, Otto Pipor supgests that not only young people bul every porson

censes within himself thal

(44
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=
i
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Tife is not all that it wight bes The ine

130k
dividunl feels that there is o bobter and finer as well as & riehoyr and

more fruitful life capable for him. It is this, another way of life, s

botler one, that all strive fora® Life is incomplete and rostless for

man wobll) he finds it,

Ribh Wiek dezeoribes ¢

& e
fN ) ~

. as o search for meaning in 1life, ©Ohe pioc~-

tures most people looking for thot whioch will meet the tests and temsions

of mofern living. They arc sooking "+ « « to build life around o central

integrating purpose. For the {lfistian this central integrating force is

Mchet

SA1Pred L. Murray, Youth's Courtship Problems (Grand Repids
Zondorvan Publishing Houso, 1044), De be

2
“Ibida

5Pi.].:v»s:r,, Ops Gite, Po 197
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‘ ‘-"-Ghrist end His way of 1:11‘0."6‘ g people biing their problems 'ba coune
gellors because they find thenselves wnable to solve them with £the re=
sources they poasass at the 'L’?. ‘_
7 To search for the true 'ii apart from Christ end the Ghms-&ian
: i'rame of roference is to lao ‘mepelessly end endlessly. Fiper ooz’nﬁents

‘thet to the humen way of vh:.xﬂm?f man likes %o ﬁiotm'e the true lii‘e as

being one that in all resPeou.. asosched all owr quelities and satiafied

all ow desires,"® This is quite wnlike the picture of the wey of life
witich Jesus Christ tegqches, 'l’ﬁ".-.o,s. is for the most part one of gelf-de= '
nial and selfi-giving. Scr ipu.wa is clear om this that the true life is
contored in and derives from ‘a-;e Lord Jesus; on the othsr hand, states
Pipor, Ymen lives unormally in a state of solf-daoeption."g

Vhat wo are going to discovér about youth, its ways of thinlding and
its ethiocal standards, will not Le divoreced from the social olimato and
the standards of society in witich young people move. ¥What we find will,
in addition to being a reve.lat:’yé;; of the innate characteristics of youth,
be a reflection of that which .LS prevelent in youth's environment.

Devies sounds out the uruua that people of every period of history
are wconsoiously dominated b.,r tho soolety in whioch they live and of
wihich they are a parts This :%ﬁg;es of the individusl a sample of what

the whole iss Dotermine the naﬁui’e of any oivilization, urges Davies,

€Ruth C. Wick, Toward Unde:'a wdinﬁ_ Youth {Rook Island, Ill.: Augus-
%na Book Concern, 1948, pe : :

Ibid.. Pe 11,

G.?lpe‘l". Ops 23._'&.’ Pe 197. ¢
9Tbid,



Voliable picture of what the inditidusl

and you will errive at a failr
porson also is like in his "L‘x...."ll:, gtendards, values, ideas, and pur-

posessi? Thus, for examplo, Wi wo consider e home where lopalian is

largoly the parents® mathod o "s.‘e;ild roaring; woe are going to find there

youag poople accustomed Vo i :3&!,(1 authoritarieanism rather than to love,.
Tho product may be young people’ "'10 have not learned how to eveluste
othical problems for themse 1,-.4e

What is the climate in viiich owr yowng psople of today are living
and growing, and what accounlt for youth's particular noeds of today?

Hogland cites western civilizetion and human biology "in en oftimes
wholy elliacce” as being responcible for many of the problems our young
people are faced with today.t: lio is blunt and to the point in his fure
the underlying cause for youth's uncortainties:
Cur entire culture secwms {0 be in conspiracy to make life as dif-
ficult as possible for youn:; people in their relation to the op-
posite sexs Annually we cE sugo owr minds ebout which portion of the
fomale anatomy shall be caiccaled or revealed. Vast coametic cam~
paigne help mothers to d;x._.’_ their daughters in the tochniquos of

tease and ecapture, but thesd activities must bs carried on by seots
of rules that vary with tine and place. Wo consider, for instance,

~

that a boy may embrace & (;‘r'! with complete propriety, no matier
how posscssive hig grip, »ruvided he presents the illusion of lis-

'Lomng, to dance mua:t.c_T Vive seconds after the nmusio stops, this

act becomes indocent.—o
Zouth in adolescence meota W with various views as to the nature
of love and sex. iany of thoso Tiows are devoid of God's inberprotation;

originated in the wmregeneratc, corrupt mind of man. The modera view of

1%, R. Davies, The Sin of (ur Ago (Londom: Geoffrey Bles, The Cen=
f'cn...ry Press, 1847), s 6o

ey "'lHeg;la.nd, on. c;iii:, Pe La

121h3d., po 2.




gex, in fact, “refuses to talw cocount of any standard or of the faot
of puilt," states Piper,id

What is more often than not ot the bottom of yowns peoplo’s othi-
cel questions which they presd’ Lo their elders, parents, and coimsel-
lore, end which they freoquonily discuss emong themsolves, is their omn
phvsical growth end transition thoy are foreed to make from beins childe

ron %o boecoming adults. While thoy are still in grade school, thor are
considored as childron, As soventh and eighth graders they are tho oldest
in the student body; but even though they are the seniors in this social
proup, they are, for the mest vrrt, not considered mature enough socially
or physically for the activities common among the high school sol. Physi-
celly, meny have not entered wnon the period of puberty end hence their
atirection %o or their desire Ior fellowship with the opposite scx hes

not been fully awnkened as yol.

As they grow into puberty, oxd their sex powers begin to blousom,
they experience the inner, nntural, human desire and need for fellow-
ship with members of the cpposito sex, and eapecially for the completion
off their own selves through end with another person of the opposite sex.
This is the case even though they are still quite waware of the true
noture of their sex mako-upeté It the caso of some, this attitude tomrd
the oprosite sex is a reality mich earlier.

Sox is a mystery and puszzlo to youth, mainteins Piper, since youns

poople are aware of the impulses of sex but are not acquainted with their

lsPiper, Op. cite, Po 198.

‘14Tbide, p. 41




place or meaning for the toltal iife, There are those wollemeaning in-
wructors who feol that if the som 1ife can be portreyed to youns people
ng boing "eloan and natural”, then problems and difficulties would be
rogolved.l5 Piper disagrecss v iz of the mind that young people are

2

eble 4o receive assistence in Uhwlr sex probleme and queations only when
they ere made to realize "how colicing and wncanny sex is in itesl?," a
chnracteristic whieh reomains wiih it through all of life.l6 "For the de-
sire vo enter into the inner scoret of sex exists quite independently of
tho otrongth of the instinot,” adds Piper,l?

Whe't young people, then, wiconsciously desire is "completion,” though
In thelyr dating end sociel fellivwhip with the opposite sex this 2oy not
onter their nminds at all. It g, nevertheless, the goal and end which
Tho sox instinet within then socis and leads them to. To umdersiand the
funotion of this netural drive @1d to keep it uwnder control and in its
propor plece s one of the proat nceds of yowng peoples God has given
vs the marriage relationship for the full expression of this aspect of
lifes In youth, prior to marritne, there must necessarily be conmirols
for an expression of one's inudr doeires and an undorstanding wiy such
conitrols are importent., Chrisitinn Love will supply such an wnderstanding.

Piper contends that once & pPerson has come to wmderstand the mys-
tory of sex through personal erorionce, many of the quostions and une

certainties surrownding it in tho minds of young people are clearod ups:

lsIbida ] P. 580
1viq,

171bid,
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Tho awereness of this cuipy |vhot wmesning for mysell has the faet

that T am o man, a0t o wounn, or vice vorsal?] of one's existonce
Tinding o satisfactory colubion of onels

and the impossibility of L
maleness or femalencss rolhor than the gudden urge of sexwel ine
pulses is the roason why cdoleseones ic such e disturbing axiorie
onoe for most peoople. AL The same time it is thia very exporience
of the riddie carried arouil Ly cach of us in his own existoncs
‘it makos adolescence the period in whioh philosphical questions
about the meaning of one's 1Lile arise sponbémeocusly in youwu: poo=
plo and seem imperatively L4y domand en aanswer. Onoe tho pers

bos aoqulred sexual expericiine, the motephysical problem of cac’s

P Pty | ~iey anbe v b e 3
nersonal oxisbencs loses

SR

Lol WECROoY e...‘u

Tho sex life of marriage ravesls to man and womsn thet individunle
Ly they ere bub f{ragmente; they nvcd cash olher for thelr own complebe-
wwEse The sex impulse ewerslocs prossure in young pecple toward Dds
onds That is why they are ollux mader densiocn ia their social roelation-
shipa with cach other, They it i o secemingly impossible sitwatione
What their janer sex drive huigors for, they are not ready for ac un=
married people who are sbill dating end s s parimers
vouag poople will avold situnticns that oncourage teuptations to lot the
sox drive get out of hand, OUiristlan Love will lead young people to
oxorcise great care as ©o how Shay ocoupy thoir timo when with the oppom

8ito sex, so that the genuine wollere of "the othsr” is kept in winde

Pipor nobes that because zome youmy people tie up in Their uinds

all their 1ife's problems with Ui sex lupulses, thsy wfortuitoly
. E £ W AL 2 { oG
resort bo negative msuus "ia order bo resclvs their ocnigma \onauiim,

dlety literature, prostitubiui)s Juother fact comnectod with the some

= @ 8 - a ” . s A= SIS e a T
porplezity ic the rolative froguency of sulcldss « » o DeUwmoen 17 and 22. 19

-

121914, pe 59.

191bid., pe 60
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Another problem confrontin: vouny poeople is the fuet thet the pae
tienge and ebllity to conlrol Uhelr sex drive wabll they are ready for
tho solution of the secrot of séw are "abt thelr lowest ebb in woun: peos
pl0s"%0  Bex, furthormore, dovulops end Tlowers predunlly in youn: poo=
ple end sinse this gradwal pgrovih alfecte their entire iife without their
having o full waderstanding of its inbonded meaning, thoy are constante
Iy in denger of bainting thelr nurity by a negative cwriositye To get
to the bottom of thoe mysbery of cox leads many young peovle to probe imto
verdious wnlikely means of sccuring information about sexe "Wovels, pioe
tures, scientific works dealing with the human body and its fumetions, are
used for socwring informatiol » » o in order o spur cex imaginatione"2i

Pipor's suggested remody for such temptations is e concentraition

of the yowmz porson's thoughtc o o person of the other sex worthy of
his highest admiration and vospoct, such as a fathor or mother--wivile
e child iz in esarly ap0e%% U cre golnp to see that Christien Love as
e lodester and standard of julmeunt, snd its sourcs, the Lord Josus
Christ, offer a finor solubicia

Jnother resuld of the biological uphoaval during adolescence is the
focling of solf-consciousness cud insccubitye. Those growing folls are
no longer children, nor are thay adults as yot. They feol displaced du=
ring this poriod of transition. £ resulting induced feeling of inforige

rity end a growlas ewerenecss of this situabion are common amon: youbthas

207hide, pe 150s
27bid,

211id.



To offset This, youmg peopls on thelr pert resort to the defonse
mwchenism of doing that which ic unusual, different, and daring, They
went to make up for whal they laclk secolally and physically by o distingw

- soelz to atbract attontion to thomselves

tlvonoss along other lines.

by these excursicns inte the now ond wntried realme This accowads for

whw maay fads common bo youllie T the past these have included zoot
suite, wauwswal types of halr oiylos and heirouts, color and type of choes,
vlnutelea, headline olippinge, cad other generally unorthodox ways of dow

o

ing thincgs~v

Soma groups sook similer rooopmition by singing out loud when trae

volling togethor somowhere in o ciiy bus or trollsy. The normal cnd pro-
por behavior is that people ar: conslderate of each other and n.,J ain
fvon anything thet might distwh, Christisn Love tesches us thics That

wideh will atiract poople’s atbontion is just some such demomstraiion of

1y ho cibed as samples of this deciro for
racogaltions Ia May of 1847, the leve Robert Weller, spoaking toc the
Cascado Zone, at o VWalther L«v..‘;,_;..._; rally in Lorain, Ohic, montioncd that
some Cimo ago he had spoken o o group of Junior Walther -v.ﬁ"u»;r_ i.n
Cleveland, Ohio, IHs subject ms "Puppy love and Guppy love.” As he
told his several humorcus storics aad jolkos in comaecticn with 3;1..: sube
deot, there wes no laughber or wccponse of any sordy {rom the gathoriage
When they should have laughed U '. paintuined polwr~iaces. What iiad hap=
pomed is that they hed decided - -'oha.nd deliberatoly not to laugh at
any of tho jokes toibe told. SEE way they hoped o show their un...um-
neso and gain for themselves o cinotiveness all their owne :

At Ognp Luther, Three Lelfi, Tisoonsin, in Avguet.of 106%, &&ing

2 woelz of Lo S, Vo school, & muber of Junior Walther Leagua p'n'ls ate

Laau.nr the school ventured 4o wei by ono afteracon inbc the boys' dormi-
Torys Thoy were proaptly c-m‘c;'::'\; ou’s, Vhen they dared the boys to oviot
tham, ‘Lhuv wors taken owub Lo Ui lelo end in short order dropped into the

» oFar from being offendod. thw girls considerod this as someffat of
= am.\.m ‘gchicovement oa theiv ports  Thoy had domo somsthing vausual and
darmg., : ’

Rather then being the exeoytiom, these cases are typleal of wial
Comonly ccours during adoloccones,

38q W ;
““The foliowing ammp.!. g
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Boing different lo rated wiong many yowng people as being cixoluw
sive and worthy of attentione Wlrough these means they bocome o people
wrco thensolves and hope o overcomo and counterbelance their focling
of golf-consclousmoss and of not fitiing in with adults as yeote

A further causo and underliying reason for this desire for rccognle
Tlon is the human frailty of prideo--that characteristic which exprossed
itoelf mo strongly emong those who cob out to build the tower of Dabel.

8, "Comd o ¢ « 1ot us make o mame for oursolvos « « s o"o%

&
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Pride puffs up & persons @hon young people seelt to make o name for theme-
selyeg through thely walquences, they are revealing the strength of selfe
contorednosss Thoy indlcate Uhet thelr love ls direoted largely. somee
times complotoly, toward themsclvese

The desire for a place in'tho sun and for prestigs ls a dominating
one among young people as well nc among adultss Marous Rieke and Gordon
Iuffman jointly declare that "';;-ozrl:i:’e incroasing desire for fame ond
worldly accleim ic enobhor indicoition of a banlrupt moral standarde”20
IHchasl Reu desceribes wmbelief, nride, and lust as constituting the
threo arecs of sin that repeabtoldly roappear as basic tremds in ths hise

tory of nabural 1an .26

The Christian way of 1life; the way of Christian Love, seels Lo lead

24:63110318 1134 ( Ra Se 7‘;'.4-:).

2Barous Ricke and Gordon lfmen, From Plight to Power (Colrmibus,
Ohios The Wartburg Press, 1951}, pe 43e

26Jobann Michaol Reu end Xl H, Buehring, Christien Ethics {Colun~
bus, Ohio: The Luthoran Bool: Concern, 1935), ps 107e
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gseels o lead youns poople oub of themselves into the service of “the
othore" Thus it offers thom oplort uni'!:lea ‘o overcomo the self-conscioun=
ness end ini‘erriority 80 comnmon Guring edolescense by self-effacing sore
wico to the Lord and one's neiphbor. The way of Christian Lowo ic the
1wy of hundlity rather than ol purides Youmg poople who seek helyn Zfor
thelir basic needs duriny adolossonce in the Lord Jesus, will find in
Hs Love strength o overcoms their natural, undesivable charvachtoristics
of ggocentriolty and dosire Jor acviainm end o dedicate themselve: %o e
purcsuance of Ms ways of Loves

Young, poople, in thelr comixicts among themselves, meet up with
rying approaches to life and cithical standards. As adolescents n
out of grede school imbo the high echool soclety, they fimd thensclves
10 longor the oldest in the growp ce weg the case in girado schoolia
Thoy are nc longer thoce of sonlor ages thoy are now the yowngest in
the new group. They ere now Invifod to participabte in activitics and
engags in velationships which are for the most part nmew to them, such
oo dating, high school homeconaings, spring reversals, proms, and gimie
Ior coolal partiess Taen Towas end other orgenizations of that iype
imvlibe them to spend more emd nore of their time in rocreational notie
vitles theros Sororities, Junior lodge orgenizations, such as Jobig
Dowglbers, Rebolmhs, Rainbow G113, Dellolays and others invite Chrige
“lan youth to atbach themselwes o thom. The imstructed youns persom,
Vho ie a member of the Lutheron Chwweh, will understand why he should
not attoch himself to exy such rgamizatimss In the Luthoren Chwrch's
mlsaion program among youns poonle, it often is the case that & growp

of younr peopls, who form e clocs for instruction purposes in order te
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beoomo mombors of +tho Lutheran Chiwrch, will inelude such who may, ok
tho tims, belong to ono or more orpenizetions which:tho Church objcets
to on Scriptural growdss

In all of these non~Church followships much emphasis is laid on the
mizing with the opposite sem. oot of these orgeniszetioms, especielly
the public high schools, vesort to denclug es ths simplest and begt, in
thedr mimde, weans for furthering this goale What sponsors of sush mie
zere often overlook ig that mawy youns poople may not bo aware of the
nover ond meaning of the sox drits end mey through so-called "innosent”

conbacts as in denoing be led into tempitations that they may not be & o

aulppad to meel and overcomse ot the sponsors es well ag vouwi” 00w
- o -

plo who themselwes suggest such dorees end arronge for them are 110G aw
varo of or doliberately blind thonselves to is that young people are not,

by natwre, in possession of tho glrength necessery to cope with the tene

clons that arise as a result o2 gnnoing end other close physical iniie |

macles, Vet is ofbon complebolsr ignored is that yowms people aizo have ‘1

hoarts that are diseased with sin cad out of which lust tends to flow j;

when o tempting sitwetlon presents ibselfs |
Young people at this stage of life and usually afber confirmmntion

axe invited %o beocoms active in Church youth groups, in Walther ond Lue

Shor Leaguss as woll s in looal youme meoplo's societies waaffiliated

with youth Leaguos. Hore the Unvch has before it a grand opporurity

to influence young poople for ;ood and to equip them with spiritual

carength for the good fight of 2aith in o world of materialisa end see

cularism, In its educating of children and youmg peoplo the Church has

the glorious privilege and occtcion of teaching them God's method for
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sosting tholr ethieal actions cccording to Ie standard of jJudgmont,
Yowmg poople soroly meed this beotuse now, as adoloscembs, they hocome
confronbad with temptatlons they moy not have previously been trained
to regisgt. On thelr owa, they Wiy not be able to recognize worldly end
sgeulerictic ways of life and Ui producte of secular minds for vhat
thoy veally are. Many way be toipbed beyond thelr strength, The Chrise

tian Church and Christian haw heve o grawe responsibility Pacinge thom,

It vomaine for them to preparc youth for 1life in e world whers moyy will

boclon Yo them to live and thinl: Uy stendards other then those of the

e

[

holy Triwne God., In the last chazbor of this thesls we shall exxning %

v& of how the Church and hone can approech this resnonsibilitye ;
Ap Christian youms peonls sco themselves surroundad by differiag 1;

ottitudos toward 1ife and by wurious ethical standerds which they see :

in operation, they are oftsen conifused. Which standards end principles

are aocoptablo and which are nol? Surely there ave definite distinge

tionss They thomselves lack 1ho ability end kmowledge to weigh these

mtters ond arrive ab satisfoctory conclusions. Thoy grope and scarch

for the truths honce, they asls This wmocerbtainbty in their minds az %o

wihich courso they ought %o tlm in varying circumstances is a cona

quange oF sin, whlch since wan'c regrebtable vonturs in the Sarden of

Eden hes distorted snd beclouded Cod's standord inm manm for the only ace

cepteble and proper way of life, which God had incorperated into man's

hiart fron the vory outsets

o young porson is today bomm with a clear-cut idea or kmowledge

of God's design of life for hin--uhich is the way of Christian LOVE.

Young people ae woll ag all humnity are born 1005 selfw-centored. with
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golf=love as the ruling principle. Yowmg people are in many casct uwnaw
traro of thls end live tholr livug according to the standard within them
which is ogoconirics

Vhon young people are puided by their owa idoas about conduct; une
logsa thoy eve instructed in the ways of Christian Lowe, they will bo sube
jeot to the ruliang powor of the natural, physical, and emotional drives
within thomselves, They will do that which seems to como naturally, and
whoy will justify thomselwos and approve of their procedure simply on
the bagis of the feot that thelr actions come naturallye They will ine
torprot natural ways to be propsv, aocceptod wayse They will be guided
by o naturaligbice sbondard of judgment. This standard of Judgment is
comaonly found among youms pooplc. Vhat Christian young people meed to
roalize is thet natural ways aro coarnal ways end that "the carmal mind
i omnity egainst God."27

The matural way of thinking, heving been crippled by sin, is o selie
contered way. The essenoe of sin, as Dre Reu points out, and es Luther
had already strongly asserted., Lo celfishness, or more exactly, “the:
dosiro of the humen will to scol: sotisfaction in something besides and
outside of God, the highest nood, cnd therefore in opposition te tho norm
of God.%"28

This opposition need not roveal itself openly or even cousciouslys
o simplo ignoring of God’s absolube norms end a disregard of them, as

well as the lack of interest in detorminiag what they arc all emocwmt o

27Rcmans 837

2811611 and Buehring, ope cils. ps 93,
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an opposition or hostility to CGods

As the fingers of en arthritic cwrve in and are disfigured, 20 nae
‘tural man bocomos lncurvatus in ooe The heart is infested with the weeds
of sin and produses “"evil thousirts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft,
false witness, slanders"2? o o gulded by a mind and heart so mdore
mined by sin is disestrous and soli-deceiving, How uafortunate that mae
uy yowny people reason this wwr: "I% must bo all right if it comes pse
turally to me," .

Cs 8o Lewia gives us o brilliant exposition of what "natural” behae

A

< 4
&R
o)
3
-
o
1

n his Miracles, in the svoond chapter, which is entitled "The

C

Toturalict and tho Supsrnaturalist,"0 He deserives matural behovior as
the bohavior which would be in evidence if people took no pains to chenge
i%. "Tho matural Iriss is tho Zise which will be given if moral or prue
dentiel condideraticms do not intorvene."Sl He lists othor examples,
“en concludes' ‘the’ followings
Hature means whet happens “of itself," or "of its owm accord’s wimt
vou do not need to labor Zor; what you will get if you take 1o mea-
sures 4o stop ite o « » The Votural 1ls what sprimgs up, or comes
forth, or arriwes, or gooc on, of its owm accord; the given, vhat
is there already:; the spontonoous, tho unintended, the wnsolicited.5
VWhen youns people allew their "natural” desires eand drives Lo lead
them into "natiral™ courses ol action, they are ofton swurprised and
Trightoneds They find thomsolwos doing things which they had not reale
1y intended to dos They expericnce what Ste Paul wrote about in Romans

allow nots for what I would, that do I notbs

5 §

731163 "For thet which I do

5061 1ve Staples Lewls, lHrdclos, A Preliminery Study (Wew Yorlzz The
“¥nomillon Company, 1947), pe LOe :

Slmnia,

921via,
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bub vhat I habe, that do L Yown poople learn by experiemse thot %o
o puided by o natwralistic ethical standard is to bo gulded by somce
thing thet does not truly entisdy or briag peeco of mind and peuce of
coageleneo,
The original departure from God has left man- handicapped with a.de=

ailed wille Ids will is no lcigor in barmony with tho standardz cnd
nowps of Gode Its corrupt condition cousists in this +'wit man inurde
1y desires that which God oprosen cnd werns against. Even thousgh rome

small erount of moral comsclounsicus otill remoins, even that is werped,
singe "the source of the true noral life is 4o him not faith vidch work-
obh by love,"9% latural man doos not see that canly that is cetumliy
food and acceptable which s in ogreemon’. with (od's holy will. I is
guided not by Christian Love, vhich derives its strength snd meaning
from God, but by 2 seli-contercd l-ve which secks only its own.

Mony youny poople revenl the truth of this frct wlen they fall in
lovo. Vhen they sey to & meubcw of the opposite sexm, "I love you, L 1
many casec their loww is basced on physical atiraction of the othw “ere
son end ic strongly prompbed by nwrn feelings and emotions. Iore often
than not whot they mean by tholr profession of leve is that thoy wat
thls particular person for themsclvess . They-want mpbody élse teo lhave hor
or hin. The love expressed ic I{voauently & eelf'-o"n:ber 3 lovo rathar
than a golfweffacing loves Jlm: mray young people do not realize is tha
thero is fer nore to true low-:;hssx sirply the physical aspoct. T2 1%

15 %o be love et all it must bo rade to inelude tho foatures expressed

4
%3Reu and Buehring, ope cilte; e 8le




by Jesus in His Love for uss

Thatever of moral conduct that still exists in sin-stricken msm is
directed by the wrong motive cnd is limited in scopes "In his bliadness,

he oven judges that to bo morally good which in fact is morally ovil,"s4

Romans 2314: é7e v ), it roprosonts e mere pubting oway of oxcroe
sconges, the curbing bult 1ot the conquering of evil propensities,
a more exbernal conformilfy o the law, not e morallty that comos
from the heart and permextus the whole life. The motive is twrong,
for it is either fear logt hidden sin or shame be revealed or o
cyaving for glory and honors,v?

o » o M5 morel 1life iz cporadic and fragmentary in cherecter (of.
i

Wo might picture what goce on within the heart of a person by using
the exampleo of a weed, A weed ;rows without any noocessary cultivation

or escistance of any sorte In fuct, it is at its best when leoft complete-

s

Ly alomes Tho laenger it 1ls permiited to grow wamolestod, the more wilde
1y 3t will grow and the more firmly will it root itsolf in the ground.

n figwre omo, on the following noge, we are depicting sin as such a
™eods A% birth, sin ie like o Uiny seed which begins its growth slowe
Iye It continmes its growth slowly but surely during childhood and dum
ring adolesconce seems to gob o cudden burst of strength as it shoots
W strongly. The newly-felt dosire for independence, the fresh, now
enotional drives within, the ability to accopt moro end more responsie-
bility end to some exbent draw an incoms, all emcourage the seld o push
iteely to the fore end becoms nore demandings

What young people need in ¢ new 1ife which would grow up alongside

' tho matural, sin-corrupbed. "old" 1ife of solf-love, which in Ulme

3e1pia,

BIhide, p. 86
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The new life in Christ

J . is to grow wmtil it
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would erowd oub the selfecontorcd appreach to life and would rule os the

new life of Christian Love. Uhis is plotured in figure two on the proe

ceding pago.

During youth the growbh of self-love often far oubdisbances the
growth of Christian Love bocause self-love needs no encouragemont or
nowrlchmente The mew life in Christ, the 1life of Christlan Love, wo may
liken 4o a rose bush which doos nced all the cultivation and care vog-
gible to insure proper growthe It can wither and die if it does not re=
celve the neocssary sunshine., nouvishment, end care. Constant sitlcne
tion %o ite growbh ie imperativee Christlan Love, likewise, will not
grow, as-golf«love does, on ito owm or by itselfs. IT needs the couw
gtant nowrishment of God's iWords of forgiveness and of the holy Sucrae
ment of the Lord?s Supper. It Lives and grows best in oloso commmion
with ite Source, the God of Lovea

Ancther stenderd that yowm; poople live by is sumsed up in the
cbatement, "It seems all right o me, that's why I do it." Thoy wake
othical decisions on the basis of their own limited, inadequate, ond
ein-blightod thinkings. Unless they are well schooled in the ways of
Christien Love, they will £ind thomsolves following a mind thet is f.sali‘.-
cemtered. Characteristie of thiz approsch to life is the remerk, "I
don's sco what's wromg with it," in reference to a certain course of
conduet, Becouse their nind ic poared to satisfy self rather than God,
mush thet is not edifying or -onciructive or desirablo for their Chrise
tlen growth seems accoptable tp theme Instead of ascertaining dofinitew~
1y whot i right and what is mol acceptable to God, many young poople

play the part of their omn jujsos ond masters. Whore this ocow's, the
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pride of 1life is at the root ol the matters

There are also those wic "lot conscience be thelr guide," OCone
scienco, however, is intended Lo judgs on The bugis of the Crestor’s
gtandard which is Christien Loves As young peoplo seobt up their om
pornme and standards built on Lheir "natural” mind, conscience cannok
porform its true work in them. "lhose ‘-;muddled s’bandardsj, as it vere,
draw a veoil over tho eyss of conucicnse, dim its vision, and malo it
wosl: and vacillating."9¢ What ccascionce dees not reveal is emactly
vihat the standard is that it voe made to operate one

Wo find this alse to be Uhe onse among youms people: some approach
1ifo and ethical metters withoub any standards at all to speak of. Let
us take the example of a youwn porson goinmg out on a dates He is not
curo just how to act or how £arr Lo go in his intimacies with the porsom
of the opposite sexe In his "imnocence™ he goes into such e situation
blindly, without a deiinibe ctanderd by which to determine the course
of his actions, He inbends to do that which is right, but he himsolf
16 not exactly sure what that will be. By having mo fixed stendard inm
his mind, ho will find himsel? puided by "that which comes naturally,”
thet which is epgocentric and dovoid of true Christien Love, He will go
into the situation as & sleve to his sin-infested heart,

fiieke and Huffman point to yovth's insistence on setting up their
om stendards for their ethical 1life as being in great measure respone-
sible for the moral breakdowi curzront emong much of today's youtl. They

auote a tesm-ager who revealed the mind of modern, worldly youth in &

%CRoun and Duehring, ope cile. ps 58a
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lebther to the indies?® Homo d owrand s

I sluply low, from the tommnl conbacts which are common 4o oll

young Amoricans, that the coloom in whioch virg;.f.mgy is held by the
rising goneration is droiping and dropping Pagted

Then ho goos on To say thol anong the majority of youwmg peoplo who
ns longor belisve ix premaritel chastity, it is not lack of knowledge

w s

widch leads youth imbo this vworr of thinldng, but he says, "We have failed

o sea what is wrong with it, ™Y o eorrs in his statemont aboulb vossese

ging cdecuate kunowledgee o ond those who think similarly arve laciding

in the oowledge of what Christisn Love 1 and why Love is the oniy course
of cotion sccoptable to Gode L Uypo have set themselves up as judges

o thoiy ethieal achtions and hawe chosen to be guided by thelr wiinformed,

£

soif'-conteored, natural heartse It is precisely such an gpproach o life

et is respomsible for the anuwder of unwed mothers in so many citics.
Pobbing, necking, immodest drenc iz evening wear and in swimming cuits,
and promiscuity in gemeral {lowrish whon youay people choose to iguore
stendards end truth othor than whet they discover in their own minds.
Whe't many youns peopls aro doing is chooslng the wrong sta ndards o
iive by, or, if thoy ere Curisticn, they somotimes fail or refusc to ape

Ply those stendayds which thoy Izow to be those thal God intends for them,
L]
i '

end this, contends Plper, iz vhorcin their sin lies.®” Davies valls this

40

che yedical sin of western civiiisatione™

57171.3_;{(, and "lu_;‘-”mn’ _.l-...@ :‘l "\:!U.‘ Ppu of S.nd 58&
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Another standard of Judgmont found in practice amo 7 some youwag
people is contained in the slotcuwciat, "As long as I'm not hurting anye
hody by my ections, they surely con't be wrong." Sometimes o porgon
nebs another without realiziay it, (as for exemple, through immodost
aress), A girl that dresses irtwdositly may do 4t o be populer omong
voung mon, not realizing or considoring that she may thus bho respons
gible for impure and Jusbtful throughts thoir mindse. Then ono’s ape
proach ig self-contered and concern ls oxpressed primarily for ono's

ovin wolfare without too great o concern for the good of tho other, self-

love is in control, and offence cnd hurt to "the other" may casily re-

aults In moderm, soclal danocing o person camnot toll whother he or she
axre dinducing lushtful thoughts in tho mind of the other by the wmy they
“roe conducting thomselves, It mny not seem that they are hurtias cach
otler and perhaps in some cases thoy are note In other oases, howover,

o youmg women may do much to load a voung man into tempbation, yoi she

g pleasing him rather then huréing hin,

S-
EJ

my foel that she

L

This type of standard of judgnent is unaoceptable singe it sols up

man as the judge as to whebher ¢ is hurting enother or not, rather
. 1

fan Gods  God lmows and goos fer more than what inadequato man soes on

e surface of thingse

Lo |
3

‘o proceed to ths case of those young people whe atlempt to moke

‘d

& compromise between Christ and the worlde They have not expericnced

all that 1ife end the world offer to youth, and thare are those that chooseo
noS to part with their individunlity watil they have sampled a 1iTtle of
everything in tho worlds CThoy denlt want to miss enything, This atlie

tude is summed up thus: "I am ovraid it would cost me too much. I don't
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want to give wp that right to wy own individuality."#l They sincoroly
want to serve Cheist, but they niso want to participate in that vwhich
tho worldd has to offers They aro not ready to give themselves in an alle
out swrrender to Christ. Theoy ismore the fact thet "no wan can sorve
Wi mesterss for elther he will Lnto the ono and love the other; or else
ho will hold to the one and despice the otherld® 14 hold oubs on Uhwist
and to resorve a nart of life Tor onesolf is to indicats that no True
love oxdsts in such a psrson's hoart for the Sawior,

Soeing 8o meny verying eppronches to life and ethicel standnrds in
youag people about them, many Clristian young poople are thorougily cone
fused and therefore ask o host ol quostions about these ethicel wrtbers,
Thoy wont to Imow how properiy s cvaluate what they ses of ethical stane
dards of judgmenty they want dofinite, satisfying answers as to how they
are to conduet themselves in order to be in harmony with God's wille

[ad

3€ill another reoson why rmch of Christlan youth is wasure sboud

the best course in ethieal mattors is that it has not alwmys received sae=
tlofying answors or guldance fron their paronts and instructorss This
mxy bo due to the fact thet mauy paronts themselves have never had & clear
picture of the meaning end propor uce of Christlan Love as e guiding
trinclple and as a sbandard of judgment. More often than nol tho rule

N many homes hos been legalisn ond authoritarianism rather than Clirise=
Vien Love as a guiding princiniles fnd even when parents have thought

that they were doing the wvery bosl for their childrenm and youbh, &von

enneth Priebe, compilor: The Call to Youth (Mimmeapolis: Augse
burg Publishing House, 1952), pe 53

4"’
“Mntthew 6:24,
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vhon they have thought that they were showlng love for them, thoir mo
thod hos movre freguently been loxr rather than trus Christian Lovo.

Adolesconce and the porisi of youth should not have to be perilods
of wacertainby. There are corroct, definite, satisfying answers to
sy poeople’e ethiecal guestions nnd problems. God has given uvs e fore
ruda: Christian Love as & lodostor and norm, or test, or standard of
Judgment, Hlstorical conditions cud enviromment vary from time ©o tims,
but youth's basic needs will rempin the se.ma,:':'.‘or"':!:he"'hmnihea;i“t, human
Limitetions and inadequacies romnin the same. Uiven foclproof dircctionm,
boing squipped properly with Gol’s directive of Cluistian Love, roung
poople cen cope with the wvaryis; problems and needs tims may brings

The setiing peculiar in ctiront days for youth is Tho fast thot times

f;!

are goods Today's youth, born lorgely during post-dopression dayc end
coming ouv of a somowhat trying perled in their childhood, now find thew-
colves with opportunities whoor. of in the past for youthe Frospority
hon it alletime poeks during the past several years. The standard of
Living 35 at its highests Youbn ig able to get its honds on monsy more
oanily than ever hefore, Johs aro avallable to meny afber school hours
and afbor gradvation which ofisy the highest remmeration ever oficred
To youth for its services. Youllh: is able to have more things thon ever
teforo: more alol thes, oven csyny Lt can allow itself privileges that
wors complotely out of reach to their parents ia their days of youthe

T2 %imss where both parents hevo boen working yowng people hawe fouad
oven more laxity resulting on ihs part of parents as far as guidante and
direction in ethical matbers ic concermeds

ALY of thic places presoni-doy youth into a precarious positione
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Youkh oftton exposos 1tsolfl 4o more responsible situations. It iz con-
frontod far moro froquently wilh cthical decisions it must mule, Youth
nocds to he equippsd to face Uhane temptations and ethicel proolcx 5
Thore have been times whon youlth Imd for less gonvenlences, less luxue
rieg, less {ree Lime, no cars, sl hence, less opportunity to pursue the
world and to follow the becloniiyy of the flesh and worid. HMore cwortu-
nities z.nsscn more serious decluiond that have to be made., Without Chrise
en Love ns a guiding principle in their make-up, youth is not roady
to make them swocessfully. And cven though youth does possess a imowledge
Olrricstion Love and how to use it properly. the flesh is still weak and
youth can ctill suecumb to the werld end to self-rule,.

Youth nmust bo iastructed Tlioroughly in the wealmess of its o hu-

mn nature, especially along T lines of Romans, ohaepteor seven. They neoed

To bo made awars that thoir 21rsh need is to be anchored in their iord

Jemug Christ through whose powvy they cen overoome the world and solf and
vuat Hiz way of life -:'-_n":o praciico.

The Christian youwsg porsa: i to grow up to be mature in Christ so
vhat hio mind is controlled by (od's kind of Love rather than by Iis owm.
Since teenm~apgers sre still a lov; way from such a meburity, the tonsion
wiithin them botwoen the seif-cinbored approach to 1ife end the now epproach
of self-offecing Love is all %L nmore acute. Self-love is not easily re-
lagated Yo the backgroumnd of on2's 1ife. It refuces to bo dealt with
Lightly, 1% opposes efforts So replace it with anything else.

Wo moy use the followlng diagrams o portray this situation. (fig-

wes Three and four).
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Figure 4.

Christian Love pets a good sltort in a child in the home fz'oz: Do
rents who are Christian, in S?wb School, at confirmation instruction,
end at Church. In adolescence; hHowdver, with self-cantereduess cosert-
Ing itself strongly for reosont alroady oited earlier, Christien ILove
myy casily lose its influence 2.l place temporarily, ond self-lowo may
come to rule exclusivelye. Somo auvthoritics contend that youth is 10074
50lfish, guided entirely by c{;écc::i:r'ic motives and goals.

A primary need among youn: boople is that they become "rooted and
grownded in Love."47 In order %o cccomplish this, it is moessm—} That
ey bo first rooted and growided in their Lord, Jesus Christ.*C Doing
thus firmly esteblished in thelir Savior they will be able to brealr the
hold and grip which self~lowe hinds them with end pursue the way wirlch
the Lord has preseribed for thon and into which He would lesd theme

In the following chopter wo shall center our attention on how this

Pooting and grounding in Christ ond in Love can be carried out.

%7Ephesians 3217,

3
“8Colossianﬂ 2:7.




CHERTER V
INSTRUCTING YOUTH I3 ¥ YAYS OF CHRISTIAN LOVE

In this chapter wo propors Uo examine some of tho educationsl e
Gorials being usad in owr Lulthorom Symodical Comference Churches o
youmg pecple to debsrmine how Uhrietian Love can best be pragsented %o
youth gso that they mey truly bo rooted and groundod in it ?ihel;e The
toxthooke reveal shortoominge; =sipested edditions or inmprovemenis will
be notods Obher methods of training young people in Christian Love at
Cihnmreh end home will also be raloryed toe.

Wo ghall begin with en amnlysis of textbookes used in preparation
for confirmetion, since it is al this point that yowss people spond their
firast oconeentrated study of God's Tiord under the close supervieion end
fuidance of a pastor or teachers It is here, so to spoak, thet vouth re-
coiven its "sendeoff" into life. the life of youth ag suche ;

Tho following wmateriels will bo exsmined: A Short Explanation of

Ire Martin Luther's Smell Gatechion (The Symodisal Catschism of 1843) 3L

Catechetical Helps, by Brein Murth,? end ILiving God's Word, A Worlkbook

12 Religion, by Edwin A, Jicdos” A Short Explemation of Luther!s Small

Catochism will receive first abbention.

4 Short Explamntion of Lullior's Small Catechisn (St. Louis: Cone
ocrdia—b.:blishing Houss, 1940,

4 i
“Brwin Kurth, Catecheticel ivlps (Brooklyn, New York: Ths Studio
Pregs, 1044). .

“Rawin A, Jiede, Living Godls Tord (Brooklyn, Tew York: The Studio
Press, 1047), e
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A% the wvery outeet it nigld ho well to restate what has beon oar-
lor said, namely, that we capich speak of love for our fellownan une
less wo first speak of our Love Zor God, Nor can we spoak of a love for
God mtil we Lirst sposk of (4d'y Love for uees The history of Love, then,
h;ag'lns in end with God. Our Lown Jor God is created by His Love for usg
owr love for our Pellowman iz 1ilorise motiwated by God's Love through
Cheist for uss owr love for cach other is sn expreszion of owr love for

Gods The Svmodionl Cabeokism; oo trell as the other texlbooks to Do exem=-

inod, deal with love in this moiiicld sense, es God's love for ws, our
lgve’ we o response to His, avl o love for our neiaghhér as & rcoult of
s Lovo for us. Tu our enaliuis we shall limit curselves to & study
of the referonces wade to Christisn Love for ome's fellowman enly, since
thls presontaticn is concerned Nrimerily with Christien Love as & way of
1% and es o stendard of judsuent for young paople.

Love raceives Lte firsh worhion as the sumery of sll the Coxand-

merhe,® This is repeated wmiue fhe explenstion of the Second Tabio.® *
ke goneral sumumsry ie given ac widds: "Thou ehald love thy neightior as

Tyoelf,” as steted in Matihow 22:39, "Who is our neighbor?® is tix ques~

vion that follows, Two exeollont choices of Seripture passages are olted:

a2 i Galetisns 6:10, "As wo lewo therefore epportunity, let us do good

wito all mon, especially wabo fhem who eve of the househeld of faith.”

Althovgh it i not stated in ihe textbook, this is Christien Lovs im action.

This ie ex idenl spob for the lusfructor to bring Love vo the fore &s &

Wy of lifo.

A Short Dxplarstion of Dr. Hartin Luther's Small Catechism, pe 45

SIbide, pe 63, : =
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" is the second pascage oited, fur-

Matthew 5:44, “Love vour cisnies,
thor ghowing the extent of lom in all of 1lifs. The good Samaritsn is
listed ms an exomolary exhibii AL

The very next question is, “ilow should we love our nsizhbor?” The
| answor given is, "We should love our neighber as oursolves ead show this
love by keepinz the Comasndmonts of the Second Table,"7 "The Goldon Rule,™
eg plven :’m Matthew 7:12, is listod as prooftext.® At this point, the
instructor may well oxpsnd on iz netber by pointing to the direciive
of Josus thet we are tc lovd oo another es He has loved use
...ove' ie next roforred Lo unior the Fourth Commandment, lettor Di
(God reauires us) "To love a’ orioem cur parents and superlors & prao-
cious gifts of Bod." Intarcuiingly enough, no prooftext is given, ai-
though I Peter 5:5 mizht have heca vseds "Likewise, ye younger, submit
yourselves unto the elders « « &
Under the Fifth Commandns’, the positive part of Godls will is gi~-
von a8 holping and befriending alw‘ noighbor in evary bodily need and be-
ing "mereiful, nd, and forgivine towmrds our neighbor."0  fLppropriate

pessosos ere given., A cholee passage that would have given closor rela-

tilon %o the Love-concopt end thnt could have been used especialy ix con-

neotion with this Commandmont is Memans 18:10: "Love worketh no ill fe

S ———

S1bia,
LaSER

Srbia,
9Thid., p. 68
1011)16.., pg 69

F
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hig neighbor s o o o

Ta the case of each Comunduont from the Fourth to the Tenth, greae
tor emphagis could bo given o Ulristian Love, One of tho questions that
would it in uwnder all of thoso CUomeandments is ome such ag thig: Tiow
do we chow Lovo according te thic Commandment? Tying Love in with the
oxplanstions of thogo Commandmondis viould lkeep '&he thought of Lowc as a
sunrary of the Commandments centrel end would tend to unify the oxposi=-

tion, The Commandments would 1ot then tond 4o appoar as separate rules

or rules, Undor the Commanduont thet we are studying, the Fifth, it might

elso have been pointed out thnl dndness, merey, and forgiveneses crve faw
osts and atbribubtes of Lovo.

- Many of youth's ethical problems coms umder the sphere of tho Sixzth
Comandment, Youth, during edoloscence, is especially concerned cbout
how many end what kind of libortics it may allow itself in dating emd
courtehip. Christien Love is concormed sbout tho purity of "the cther”
as woll as about that of the solf (for the sake of “"the other®). 4 few
romarks about tho wolfare of "tho other” would have been in place in the
diccussion of the Sixth Commsndnont.ll Once again, the passage, "Love
worketh mo i1l %o his noighbor,” would have been ideally situatoed here,
but it is not listeds Also in looping with Love is the "submit” idea as
Prosented in Tphesions 53122 9,

The Seventh Commandmont sarriecs detailed explanatioms of what Cod
requires of us,1? Instead of Gho question, "What doos God requirc of us

in tho Seventh .- o --3:._5'.‘?,;:.‘:&;;,‘;‘,?&90 ‘woventy-four, f"mf-'mizht-"'aakal'{?]m:m: s%

1b1d., pp. 70-724

lzlbid., Pps 73=756

R e Py
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w2 to show Cheeistion Love to owr nwighbor accordiag to this Commwndment?®

Taon whet follows wovld coms logically as subdivisions of Love,

-

Iove is adduced eag a correcliive o our depreved human usture wader

the Blghth Comandment, where, wnder the quostion, "What does God roquire

of ug wder Tthe g 2b?7  lether C states, "Wo should put the

bost gupsbruetion on everythias, that is, wo should cover up his Zaults

and explain in his favor vr!*-.ra:it:::*::%' san bo 30 explained.”™d Two reférences

to Love are uwved to substantieie these pointst "Cherity shall cowur the

mltitude of sing,’ 4% pnd "Onas it bolisveth all thingsg, hopeth gll things,
endureth ell thinge,"*¥

Christian Love 1o brough® Lo the fore wder the Wiath Commnisut’s
question nuwber 73: "What will guch holy desires move us to do? 13 The
ansvoy is, "Buch holy desires win us to help owr ncighbor and bo of sere
Vieo o him in keoping his lnhovilionos or housee "7 The prooftexy is
properly Golatians 5313: "By Llowe serve onc anether.”

The Ninth and Tenth Comauiimonts actuelly deal with self-lowe; &
tueo of love that is harnful, cinee it is a desiriag of things for" onae
o1f that one corwot rdghtfully fwore. This is a good place for Gio ine
girvetor o point out the greal contrast bebwesn Christian Love cnd seife

love, In the toxtbook under ¢z :ination, no refersmce is made to volf=

love at his point, althowsh coraroto exemples of it are noteds Tavid

lswlbidn Ps T7s
1 Petor 4:8,

151 Corinthians 13:7e

163 Snort Boplamabicn of Dos Marbin Luther's Small Catoohiszm, Pe e

17‘1:1&.
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coveting Uriah's wifo and baling her. (David showod no love for Uriahs
hs love wns directed wholly %o himself.) The case of Absalom estranging
the heerts of the poople from Dovid is also olted. (In this ease, Absa=
lom showod love for himeell rathor than for his fathers Ho wns goining
for himself &t the expense of il father--something that in no woy pasees
the test of love.) Matbhew 5:46-48 end Romans 13:10 might have bean
included here alsos

Under the subjeet, "SI, we have a desoription of men's inherited
corruotion: ian by nature Lo without trus fear, love, and brust in God.
Ho ic without righteousness, ic inclined only 4o ovil, and is spirituale
iy blind, dead, and an oneny o Cod,"L8 The instructor has an opportue
nity to add at this point thut ﬁtmn’s love has been distorted and is bemnt
in towerd himself and that mon 1o now infected and afflicted with celfe
lowe, making himsolf the cenber of his Alif‘a rather than Gode

der question iF 113, whero the imege of God is dosoribed, it might
be added that man’s love was ot fivst directed wholly toward God, bub
thet sin chenged tho direction of that love away from God toward the self. 19

Tho next reforenss to Christisn Love in the Symodicel Cabechism might

have ocoured wunder the Second Aiicle, specifically wmder question 3 185,
where the question pub s eg followss "What is the purpose of Christ's
entire work of redemption?"zﬁ

The purpose of Chrieh's outire work of redemption is-e

As That T may bo Mo o, vhet is, I am now righteous and blamoless
in the sight of God. Be That I may live wndor Him in His kingdom, and

183:_?_1.‘295 Ps 87
19.:!:.2:2:9_‘0 Pe 064

20_1:‘&.‘1." Pe 121,
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gorve Him in everlasting rijhloousness; immocense, and bloscodnesss

that is, that I w'illinr-;" s ooorys Hm by an scetive Christian Iif¢ gnd

enjoy s blessinge, now ca carth and hersefter in Heaven.zi

A most oppropriate opportuwrity to introduse Chrigbian Love is ot this
point, at lettor Be The instructor wust supply what is lacking in the fa-
tochisms In this bextbool thors ic no reforonco heors %o the now life of
e A e -8
the Christien as a life of Chripvian Lovo, nor do any of the passages lis-
tod combain auy references to Lowve, though John 15:34 would be idcal at
thic point: "that ye lovo one ancthers; as I have loved you, that yo als

T

80 love one anothor.” The discuscion immediately prior to this docals
with Christ’s doep Love for we oo ovidensed in His all~sufficiont snorie
fico of tho Cross, It is iHs overvhelming Lowe for us that stirs us to
e Love for Him and for our followsn. This ought to bo includeds

Under the Third Article. on cenctiflcation, further place mipght be
given to Lowve. Question # 168 agks, "ihy do you say that the Holy Ghost
hos done this in you by the Gospol?"@2 The enswer is, “"The Gospel is the

mosng whereby the Holy Chost olicrs us the blessings of Christ and works

{<te

n ow hearbs that faith by which we accept Christ and His salvailon, 23
The Gospel is a power because fod's Love is invelved. Jesus! Love is so
spoeimbly great and deep that it asts as a sum which shines odman's
cold, ioy heart, filled with colf-love, and melts it. His Love softens

the hear%; g0 that men is able 4o and wants to love IHim end his followman.

It io this that the Holy Ghost of r‘cc'l:s within man. This might be insorted

2lrpid,
“2bids, pe 128.

281nid,
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in tho imstructor's explanation wwer this point. An appropriate passage
that might bo added is tho Tollowings

Herein is love, not that wo loved God, but that He lovod us and sent

Mo Son to be the propitintion for our sins, Belowved, if God so

loved us, wo ought also '};;; love onc snothor. o « » Wo love iHm, be=

gause He first loved us.~~

In question i 169, sanctification in the narrower semse is oxplained
ac the renewing of the heart thwough faith in Christ and the ability to
overcome sin and do good works R Question i 170 asks, "What is o good
work in the cight of God?" The answer given is falrly complete, although
hore ogain somo reference to Christian Love might bo ontered. The one
gwor roads, "Tn tho sight of God o good work is everything that a child
of God does, spoaks, or thinks in feith according to the Ten Commondments

n286 The sple

for the glory of God, and for tho bemnefit of his neighbor.
rit of Love permostes this whole thought, but Love is not specifically
mentioned. The instrucbor may mnle up for this deficiency. Ome of the
tix passapes used hero does hishlight Love; that ome is Galatianz 5:13:3
"By love serve omc anothers” /uother good one that night be used inm
this connoction is Galatiens 5:0: "For in Jesus Christ neither circume—
ciglon availeth anything nor wicircumeision, but faith which worinth by
lovos" Faith in itself is invisible. It must roveal itself through oxe
progeions of Love, henee, Love ic all-important since it proves tho exige
tonoe of a true and livins faith. PFerhaps this passage has been omitted

from the Catochism bocause of ho length of the words "eircumeision” and

24T Jomn 4:10, 11, 19,
255_ Short Explenation of Dra Martin Luther's Smoll Catochign, Ds 129

26Tbid,
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Yuncircumcision® and becuase ol Ttho probability thet these terms may have
Yittle if any significance for youwag people of pro=high school ages I it
is deomed desirable to omit thwso worde, that is eesily possibles The
passage could then be clbed g Jollowss "Tor in Jesus Christ & « « avai-
loth « s o faith which worketh by loves"

In the scotion on the ol Ghost some roference ought surely to be
nade to the fruits (gifes) ol ihe Spirit--possibly somewhere botwoon quege
Tioms i+ 166 and F 170%7ewns licted in Galetlens 5:22 and 23¢ The first of
thom ligted is LOVEZ "Bubt the frudt of the Spirit is love, Joys; poace,
longsufforing « » « " Colossiang 3:12-14 also rightfully belonge: dithe
in the discussion on good worlm ond the sanotified life. In this passage
W havo the following summary: “And above all these things put on cha=
rity, which is the bond of poricoimess.” Ste. Poter's highlighting of
Chrigtlan Love may also ley its cleims to inclusiom heres "And cbove all

% This specinl em=

Things hove fervent charity amon; yourselves o e o e
phasle rendered Christlan Love in Soriptures can hardly 'bé overlooind
vhen disoussing the 1ife of sood works or the work of the Holy Spirite
Love is recommended as o lodostur for all of life in those textss

Lovo might also possibly bu included under Prayore?S Questiom i 204
roads, "hat should we ask of God in our prayers?'@® e should ask for

evorything that tends to the slory of God and to our own and owr noigh=

bor's wolfare, both spiritual ond bodily blessings."30 It is Christian

®7Ibid., pp. 127-130.

281bid,, pe 147,

Orpia.

%0rv1a,
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Love that moves us to pray for eno other,” whether friemd or onomy. A
roforonse to this effeot is in ploco.

Under the Fifth Petitlon, wiere the forgivemess of simg is Aizcussed,
no tio=up ic made with Love in the bert¢S:  There ought to be onc, eginoe,
forgivenesc 1ls actually one ol tho major charactoristic of Love,

Vhile the Catechism makes 1o referense to Christian Love in conmece
tion with Holy Baptism, 92 ghe instruetor might nobte in hie exposition
that children by nature have no Christian Love in thoms They are not
born in God's image. Thelr imopc is patterned after that of self-cone

tored loves It is the Holy Snirit who is given in Baptism who bogins

the growth into the life of Chwc¢lian Love within e porsons

The Holy Spirit’s work ic mentioned also in the answer to quostion
i 858: ™y do the Seripturcs call Baptism tho washing of rogensration
and ropewing of the Holy Ghoed?"9% "In Baptiem the Holy Ghost woris
folth emd thus croates in us uow spiritual 1ife,"3% This ic fino as far:
as 1t goes. Christian Love may, however, be given an importent role
heres To simply sey "a mew spi#itual 1ife" does not say "new" in vhat
“espeats To edd, "new in respeci Yo Chriskian Love" is more specifiec,
Seriptural, and more complebos 0% is true thet a discussion of this type

88 givon in the Synodical Catochicm must necossarily bo limited. This

iz gronted, However, if wo vnmi To do justice to Christian Love and %o

S11bid., ppe 162 and 162
521bid,, pp. 170-180.

331‘bidu, Pe 178,

*1vi4,
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Seriptures, which repoatedly lcy an exalting emphasis on Love, then
viierever the opportunity presents itself, Love ought to be menticnode

Under the Sacrament of the Altar, end the question, "Why should weo
roceive the Lord's Supper froquontly?" +three reagons ave givenoc 4
fourth may be added: "Our supply of Christian Love needs replenighing,"
This is alluded to in question | 515 and its answore® Tho questiom
reads, "For what purpose then do wie approach the Lord's Teble?" Three
ore {;iﬁen; the socond of theso iu as follows:s "B, to obtain strongth
for e holier 1life."37 g havo horo & roforence to the sanctifisd life
end the nced for growth in it. Uhis new 1life inoludes the life of and
in Christian Love, This ousht To he made olear in the instructor’s oxe
planations. It is all-imporiant for youth to realize that kmowledge of
Christien Love as o wmy of 1ifv cnd standard of judgment does not guaw
rontoe a resultent life along These liness A regular and careful noue
righing of this 1lifc of Love ic ncc ssary through Word and Smerancat.

Wo now proceed to an oxamination of Catechetical Helps, by tho Reve

Erwin Kurth, to sce how this toibook may be used to foster growth into
the ways of Christien Lovee This particuler manual was prepared Yo serve

ae a further exposition of Luther's Small Catechism. In some cases it

15 used in conjunction with the Symodical Catochism, in others, as a toxi-

book by itself,

Pastor Kurthts first refercmce to Love is in lesson ome, "The Lavr, 38

3511)1(1-3 Ps 199a ;
561bid., pp. 200 and 201s
8mad,

S8Rurth, ope oits, pe 16
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Hero we {ind this: "Tho requirciwnt of the Law is LOVE, toward God and
towmard man."o” s elaboraticn of man's love for Ged rocoives thorough
troatment under tho first Threo Cormandments. A sample mey be noted,
Tader the Third Comsndmont, Turth esks this question, "Whers is your
el .

LOVET"SY He proceeds?

That 1s the big question. Uhrist made no excuse for not saving us.

lio did not say, "The way ic Too lomg, the cross is too heavy." He

sald, "I loww ' people: thorefore, I will diec for them.” Iot us

say, "I love my Savior; thorefore, I will live for Him."42

The Secomnd Table of the Lo requires Love towards man. Kurth points
out that while everyone who noods our Love i our meighbor, some paople
nceessarily must vate proferonce. He wribes, "0f course, some pocple are

oloser to me then others, as iy fellow-Christians, my kith end Hn, my
w2

coumtrymen. If preforence must be shomm these are to receive ite
Galatlons 6320 ic cited as proof: ". « ¢ let us do good wnto all men,
ospecially wnto thom whe arc o7 the household of faith." We nobe here

that Kurth zoos into somewhalt morc detail than does the Synodiocal Cate-

chigm.to present the meaning o6r Love in this sense.

A fime quotation from Washington Irving is carried under the Fourth
Commandment to define mother-iovo, which alge falls within the scope of
Chriztian Lowo.*> Several eowamlcs of obedience and Love arc listed by

Hurth vhioh the Synodical Catochism doosn't carry:s !'Josus en tho cross,

%91p1a,
m__Ib}_'g_., De 30,
Qrpiq,

42_1"2,13_-, ps 35.

43_{?}205 Ps aTe
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Joseph, Solomon, Elisha, Prosidonts Washingbon end Carfield.™% These
gserve Lo make the meening of Lovo clearer in the minds of tho rondors
and learnors.

In the "Catecheticel Rovicw” at the close of this chopter o fure
‘thor weasons for Love are introduced wmder the Fourth Comandmend.®S
Ouostion 7+ ten is, "What other roason have we for loving and serving our
porents?” Auswer: "Thoy have done so much for use"™® Quostion * clee
von reads, "Vhen especially do owr father end mother noced owr love?" An-
swors “When they are old, lonely, or sick."47 This clarifies Love more.

Iamrth suvbdivides the Fifth Conmondment and several of the cthors

(the Seveath end the Bighth) unlor two hoadings, "The Prohibition,” and

Wi

Tho Command Froper," a negabive command as well as o positive once%®

o rofercncos to Love are madoe of the positive side where we might have
ompeotod them., ‘It remains for the instruoctor:to fill in'heree = "'«
"The Command Propsr” might nlso hove been hoaded "Christian Love, accore
ding to this Comandment,” or wiih some other such similiar heading conw

tadning the worda Love.

differs from other loves currani in our modern world would be most holp=
Tl in any exposition of the Sixih Conmandments This is not offered in

this toxtboolke Only the directiws to Lowe is stated. MHore is a Izy op=

A4

““Ibide
4511)1&-, Pa 3%
“mia,

T1vid.
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portunity for the pastor or toacher instruoting youth to lead them into
e clear-cut picture of the nature of true self-effacing and self-;iving
Clhristian Love.

Several fine oxemples aro prosentod to direct the Christian 4o a
propor understanding of the Scventh Commendment, but no tie-up ic made
with Christian Love.%8 If lLovo 4o tho sum of all the Commandments, it
ought to eppeer in some form in thom all, or some montiom, at leass, of
‘& commoection with Love ought to be included in eachs

The same may be gaid of lurth's treatment of the Eighth Comundments
It is done vory well. A wnifving of the explenation with the thought of
Uhristien Love would have complotiod the discussion into a compact wholee

To proceed, the Second Arilcle of the Creed is portrayed beuniifule
Ly, highlighting the mesning oo the sacrifice of God's Son for man and
Jor his i‘orgivranesso‘ﬁ'g Thore Lu, howaver, a conspiouous absence of the
word Love, The entire work of Christ's fulfilling of the lLaw and suffere
ing for man is tho groatest cxmwio of Love inm all historys St. Paul

surmarizes the atoniag worls of Chwisb in the few words, “"And wall: in love,

2g Christ also hath loved us ond hath given Himself for us an ol'fering

end a sacrifice to Cod for o cimobsmelling saveur o o o 30 1o {nkes
©lmo Yo desoribe its beamuwtye lloro, wndsr the Socomd Article, is oan ideal
opportundty te clevate Love to its heights. Hore we have the wnost ‘touche

ing resson for lovimg each other-~bocause Christ has loved us so doeply,

é:arbidig Ps ‘:1:80
491131&., Ppe 77 £fe

SOEPheaians 5:2,
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g0 overmholmingly. It is glaringly omitted in this texts Tho inctrucw
tor should not overlook this spot for o dus omphasis on the source of
Chri:atiun Love and its dependcncs on Chrilste
Rofeoronce is mode to Dove in one czontence at the conclusionm of the

"Service umdor the taslymster iz cne

digcussion on the Second Articlces
oo compulsion; uader Chrisi, it ic one of love,"5t

In discussiaz tho benofits of the Lord's Supper, Hurth includcs the
need for a rostocking of our supnly of Christisn Love.%2 Iz 1igts as the

second benefit the following: "It strengthens us to love God and our
1301{;11'00:‘."55 The instructor moy well follow through and describe how eaw
sily and how quickly one'’s supnis of Love can dwindle wilthout proper spie
ritual nourishment.

Vhat can be sald of the trooitnent given Christian Love im tho Symo-

dical Cateochism and in Kurth's Cotechetical Helpa? Inm both, Ch_ Letien

Lovo is mentioned occasiomally. Christian Love is not, howover, treated
as o major themo that recurs repcatedly as God's will for owr entire Chris-
tien 1ife, The referenses to Christlaon Love are often detached, cporae
dic, and not elways related to “he Christian Lifo in torms of e life of
Lovo,

It would seem that the Seriptural emphasis on Christian Love as
mado by St, Paul in his words, M:het yo incroase, sbound, inoreaso more
and more s « » (in Love),%3 and by St, Peter, ". . ocabove all things

bavo fervent charity among yoursclves," as writbten in I Teler 410, as

5:"Kurz"!;hg Ops Sitey Ds ke
saIbido. Ps 1554

551 Thescalonians 4:9 and 10e
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woll ag the Lord’s owm onphnsis an Love in the Zospel of John, ¢ npe
gore thirteen to sevontecm, would werrert o far mors thorough :nd omphae
tio handling of Chris%ian Lowe Thon is tho ecase in the two teritbhocks
emanined thus far. Vhere deliclicncies are disocvored with regard to
Lovo, there the instructor will heve to £ill in wiih suoplenontary moe
torials of his owm so that Chrisitlon Love may com: iato its owm in £
training of our youth. The inctructor will not want to overlook “h» preoe
gontaticn to youth of Christian Love es a tost or siandard of judmments
Bhile the two moruals discussed '¢ far spuzk of Love as a wey of lifs,
thoy at no tine make referounce o love «s a possibls guiding prireiple
or Gost for ethical cuesiionse

A VorThoolc in Religicn, Dy Edwin fe Jdieds, is snotier toxt usediin

my confirmation classes. O the title pege it is surqest d tialb this

book b2 urad in condvact’on with Cotechotical Helps, by Erwin Kurihe
J PSg Oy

Lot us see whol opportwmities it offcrs for the rortray:l of Chrictian
Love to woulh ag a lodestar ond shondsrd of judgmente

he pastor ‘or teacher hove fine opportunities vo perait Christean
Love %o pormeate tho disoussions on the ba;sis of Jiode's matericlc in
that they omn load vouth %o a~swor questicms that require solutiors, ia

ge )

e

torns of Love, For example, on nege siz, point V is "Disobeying

Pirst Commandment.">* Five exwwles ere given of pecple simiing egainet

the Pirst Commandment. The seccad example is as follows: ' "Luoy Jut &
nlokel into the Church collechicn snd spemt fiffy conbs for a show ou

100 eream that uibernoon.’58 4 suggosted amswar right bo, "Sho wua showe

| En—

¥il
43104, op. oits, pe Ga

551134,
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ing more consideration aud love for hergelf then she was for God.” Here
ic o chance to show up self=loww in its truo light and %o contrast it
with genuine Christian Lovo,

Mony of the questions Jiocdo corries snd leaves for the studext %o
enswor may be answered by using Christian Love as a test or standard of
judgmonts TFor cxample, wder the Fifth Commandment, Jiedo has o sob of
ton cagses in which the Fifth Commnndment wes eithor kept or not Lept.56
iln suggests, "circle the names of thoso who truly kept the Fifth Commande
nonta"97  "Harry saved a part of his allowance for the collection his

» " ) 3 { = .
school was raising for the orphons? home. 98 IP +he instructor ruides

Ly e

vouth to answor in terms of Lowe, then he is doing justice to Christian
Loves He shounld not be conbont clnmply to have the students circio the
Propor numbers. Llaboration oo to why number one was circled should
bring out the facts that Harry wus showing Love for ths orphans. e was
donying himselfs +this is in lweving with Christien Love, for "Cherity
seeloth not ite owmn."99 Mo lwmnt the Commendment beoausc ho cshowed ‘true
Love for others., Thus Love iz “ho stendard by which ho actode

Similar expansion on all of the ten stwtéments given would give to
youlth ample time to discuss how Uhristien Love is ©o come inte play es
& gtandard of judgmont or guiding principle in the kec;ping of tho Come
wndnonts and in the doing of Coi's wille Jiede repestedly leavos much

roon for Christien Love to bo brought into the picture. It remains for

e

56!."2-9_-: Ps 14
577via,
%87p14,

o Corinthians 13:5.
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the instructor to laand the clasc into thinking along the lines of Chrige
+ien Love whea and whore tha® 1 possibles

Lot us taks, for iastance, his suggested discussion wndor poimt III.
of tho Sixth Comaandment,S? 14y directions are, "Tell why each of those
aotions could lead to rross Luwsity."8l Ten are listed. Omo iz "drese
sing scantily."” The discuscicn chould imelude the fact that a girl who
doos so is notv practicing Chriction Loves She mey be showing no concern
whatsoever ebout the purity of the opposite sex. By hoping to becams po-
pular and Min domend,” she may cetually become guilty of lesding some ine
to lustful thoughts snd desires. She would be chowing a so-called "iove”
for herself bub no true Christion Love for the opposite sexe

Likewise, uwnder “duneing, tolling dirty ctorics, and others,"5% the
door is loft open for » elear Gosting of these actions by the standerd of
Christion Love. This iz an oxoollent if not the best means of dotormin-
ing the stabus of such practizos. The responsibility of dirseting the
diseussion into the roalm of Chiviztien Love is the task of the toachers

Jisde 1lisbs five eide 36 avoiding inpurity wnder the Sixth Command-
mont: 1) God's Word; 2) proyors; 3) hard work and play: 4) mood compani=
ons and envircmment, and 5) moderation in all ‘br'in\,scss He ther has a
set of staboments which ars bo Be conneoted with these five points. He
might have included, "using (hristisn Lovs as & stenderd of judgnent or

u ~ &
tost," as one of his aids.

Sl1pia,
62 1pnide

sslbid ey Ps 18e
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Title Jiede's presenteiion cllows for greater expension on the Love
thome, once agela Love is not tronted as a definite motif which flows
¢iroughout his workbook. A%t ithe close of the Sixth, Soventh, Eighth,
Hnth, and Tenth Commandments ho might have brought in Love as o wiifye
ing egont, aad thus Love nipld truly hove been identified as the sum of
211l the Commandmentss This Lo 0t to find feuld with what he oi" CTr8e

The suggestion being made nere Lo thal more could have been said in Chrise
viam Lowve's faver to justifly the Scriptural emphasie glven its

Just as religlon in a Thristian Day School is not simply to bo one
of the subjoobts but must he allund to pormeate the entire curriculua,
80 Clwrisbilan Dove is mob simply Lo bo ome chapter in a presentation of
Chrisblan dootrine. It is So poracate the whole as God's Love, which
rowals itself most sbtrildingly on ithe Cross and which oreates in manca
rosponsive Love ior Him and for othors.

Jiede's lesson nine, which {roats of the Ninth and Tonith Coomn
wonts, is enothor instance whero Christien Love as contrasted with celfe
love could %o breught out beguiiful v.ﬁ"-' The ton examples under hoint
IIIle offer ideal materials fov such o discussione

Jiede has & commendable Jioture under the Second Artiele in widch .
Ciristisn Love is urged for duily use as motivated by Christe6® I lists

>

Yen ways "in which we cen show or thenkfulness to Christ for His bowmd-

lase Love, Place a check i “he colum to indieate your degree of Love

and service to Christ,"60

%Ibidl; Ve 22
ssxbidb, Ps TP
®mpia.

"_-—-u




33

Tader Prayer, room ls providod for e disoussion into the aren of
Christien Love.07 Question I¥. asks, "What is whealthy in the prayer
1ife of these poopla?"ea Bight porsons ere describede lNumber covom is
o5 follows , "Konrieth prays onlr for himeolf and his family,"6° Using
Christion Love as the point of ldoparture, cxplanation could be made that
ho is boing gulded by soli-love rather than by Christian Love. Other
zmamplos wader this heading wad wader the Lord's Prayer also leave room
for delving into Lowe os a siunderd of judgment for our prayer lifo as
woll, 0

The second petition’s oxposition lists seven cases for discussion.’*
The direction is, "Circele the nanes of those who show that they went the
Christian Church to grow's’e

"lgward prayed that God would give cournge end health to misciomaries

ot home and abroad,"’ While proving for God's Kingdom to come, Howard

{=

s alco revoaling Christian Lovo for those still in spiritual derluess

o

(@]

woll as for missionaries with their particular neods. This should be
brought to the surfaces
Undor Jiede’s discussion oo Beptism and tho types of people that

chould or should net bo choson au cponsors et o Lutheran Baptism, the in-

57id., pe 7.
%Brysq,
89114,
O1ia,
715}33_@_., Pe 49,
Prya,

Brvia,
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siwuobor has o good opportunity to use Love es a standard of judgment.”¢
Ho might ask, "What does Christitn Love sugpost? The answer would be
thet wo arrange to have such sponsors who will best be able to discharge
the true fuanctions and responsiblilities of thls office, We ars also showe
ing Christian Lowve for tho child Yo be baptized by means of this toste
Jicde offers ten examplos, wnder Baptism, of seme who live in newe
negs of 1life and some who do mw’c;?s As these are being worked oul, the
pastor or teacher may point oul In cortain cases, as for example, case #
two, "Hary causes her parents witold worry through hor discbedience,”76
that she is also failing to live by Christien Love snd thet her actions
26 not pass the best of Love., The somo tost may bo applied to case ¥ fours
Horbert is always willing tc scrve the Church on spscial commit%oes,"77
ond case i ten: "Alice alwoys tries to speak up for someome who is being
slendored."7¢ Both are 1living up to the standards of Christian Lovee
Jiede speoifically brings Chrlstian Love to the fore in his prosen-
ation of the Office of the Tovts’® Hers he states wnder point V., ™Write
*Yen? bofore those sentencos which toll of love, honor, and service to=
werd the pastor. Write o' bolore those which tell of disrespoct and

lock of service."80

| 74"1131&0, Ps 83s
"Thide, pe 566

1pid.
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Miarcolla prayed that ho? pnstor would have a large adult confire

w8l

mation classe Christian Lovs may be used as a tost in all of those

ten oxamples, an oxcellent oPHOX “tunity for Christian Love %o be i’.’f:presse
n the minds of youmg pooples Thother it is recognized as suoh will be
wp o the instructors
Likewlse, vheye Confoseclon ond Absolution are treated, in the nine
aco cxamples under point TTI.; Uhristian Love may be used to detcrmine
tho correot enswors.92 Let us ol ome as on examplo: “Harland carries
e socret grudge spainst the boy who told on him,"83 Harland is not bee
ing pudded by Christian Lovee il ig ignoring it and hence is breaidng
tho law of Lowe and specifically the Fifth Commandmente

In Jiedo's fimal chaptors on the Lord's Supper, no mention ic made
o7 roplenishing ome’s supply of Christien Love.3¢ If this would hove been
included as one of the very importont reasons why we should approach the
Tatls, the discusslon would have been even more completes

Jiede pives far more opporimities for a study of how Christian Love
may be applied to ecotuwel 1ifc situntions than do the othor Gwo Yo:ctbooks
oxamineds however, the applicotion remains only e possibility., -Tho ine
gtructor musht make the commcoiion botwean Jiede's splendid examplos and
Chrigtion Loves Love does recoiwe more atbtention in Jiede than in the
proviously eited toxbs. Nissing in all three books, hovever, is o discus=

gion of how Christian Love may bo used as a standard of judgment, o test;

Slrpia,
821bide, p. 59,
81pid.

eélbidia PDe 6l-54:,
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or guiding principles

Troining youth in ways of Chwistian Love ought also o be sz intoe
gral part of the youth progrem ‘.u:".'i:hin.the local Churche Toplc discussions
ought to be earried out with Chrigtlan Love as the constant backorownd
thoughts Love ought to permcate tho whole atmosphere of youth followshipe

In hie privete cowmselling of young people the pastor has glorious
openings for leading youth to o proper wnderstanding of Christian Love
as a tost which theoy themselves noy make in working toward o solution of
thelr problems.

AL Luthoran Service Voluntoer Schools, at summer camps, and at youth
outlnss, youth counsellors hovo grend opportunities to highlight Christian
Lovo as a lodestar and standard of judgment for the wthical 1ifc."d

Above all, tho Christlen hone needs to be a training-growmd in ways
of Christian Love for youths Thoro seoms to be fairly common agrooment
on the fact that the home is thw basic educatiomal agency ohiefi;.r Decawse
of the preator influcnee that poronts ere eble to wield over their chils
dren over a groater poriod of time than any other agmmays If Christien
Love ls to bocome a habit wiih Christian youth and if yowng people are %o
como Lo waderstand Love as o siauderd of judgmeﬁt, then it is hizhly imw
vortant that parents also arc ireined in the partioular ways in witich Love
cught %o come into play in the home. They themselves need %o prastice it
end show youns people how to use it offectively as a stendard of judg=

nent or %ost,

. _ 9%ee the Appendix 7or an outline on Christian Love used at fwo Le
S+ Ve Schools, at Carlinwille, Illinois, in Juse, 1952, end at Camp Lue
ther, Three Lakes, Wiscomsin, in August, 1954, The writer of this thesis
dvcpared the outline and lsd the dlscussionse




87

It is hearbening to nobc that in the past several years the Doard
for Parish Bducation of the Lulhoren Church--Missourl Synod has prepered
goversl Parent Guidance menuals virdceh aim o better equip Christian pe-
rents for their highly responsiblc tasks of bringing up children into
Godls wmys of Love,

In sunmery, the followins sugpostioms are offered in the spilzit of
Love, whoreby youth counsellors cnd perente might the moro effectively
ingtruet youns people how Chrisiion Love may be used as o lodestor and
an o gtandard of judgments

1) More time might be dovotod to déi:ﬂil@d dofinitions as to what
Christian Love actwally is, =nd cspecially how it differs from tho love
80 cuvrrent in our world of socularism with its magazines, modern novels,
ond the like. A clear wnderstonding ought to be established in tho minds

L young people as to what soli-iove is and how it is the basie opposite
of Christian Love, (Yany youn: poople consider hate to be the trus oppoe

site of Christian Love. While Bate may be deemed an oppdsite in ono
couso, thoe primary opposito of Love for the neighbor is love for the self.)
2) More emphasis ought %o Do riven o the use of Christian Love as
o et or standard of judgmente loferences to Love as a test of cthioal
tctlons are extreomely rare in i}lxﬁ; Lutheran educational materials. It is
20t onough to plase a musical inctrument in a child's hands and expect
that ohild to leern how to play thet instrument on its owm, without any
coachings Similarly, it is not onough to tell youth %o practice Chrise
“en Love without explaining specifically how this is to be dono. Youth
Aceds Yo Imow HOW to epply Love %o life situatiocuss

5) Due emphasis ought also %o be placed on the Word and Sacrament
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ag most mesescary Tor o maintomuoe of Lovo in ono's life and ag o stie
mulus for ite expressions, Youy; poople ought to be taught to coms to

the Lord’s Supper regularly aul often so that the life of the Spirit may
bo stoadily enlarged lu them and their will o live by Love might crow
ond be properly shapeds In order o root and grownd yowmg people in Chrise

tien Love, theoy rust first be rootced end grownded firmly ia Christe "The

more {ully their lifc becomss iumbograbted into that of Chrish, the nors
guloidly will their lives be paticined according to the ways of Lovoe

In conclusion, it may bo notod that yownry people by nature are not
oguipped to handle ethical vroblons effectively and satlsi‘ac'bori_.ly ag far
as Cod s convernsd and os far ae thoy thomselves are concernode The mud-
dled and porverted ethical standards they meet up with in their donlings
with each other serve only to confuse them more., They themseélves make it
ovideat through their inguisitivoness ebout solutions to ethical mate
¢rs and questioms that they ars 73.sold.ng for a standard by which they may
be guided cvd vwhich they can ciy om 25 being dopendable ond wholly truste
vorthys Christien Love is tho answer to their groping and searchinge

Az Christien Love is presenboed Go them as o lodestar for ell of 1life and

&
Fy

¢ God’s own recommended standard of judgmemb, they will be leed indo a
clearcr waderstending of how %o ot 1ife's problems headwon end suo=
censfully cops with them. Thic 10 the task that fases tho home and Churach,

Towover, since this fraining inbs vays of Love is God's owm will for

s youth, redeemed by the blood of Christ, all efforts directed o

U058 ends may be swre of Hig hoovenly blessinge

boni
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APPENDIX
CHRISTIAN LOVE AS "THE WAY" TO LIVE

A Study basod on God's Word

I, "Tho W A Y."

Ae Tho'Christion lifo is o cortain "W a y" of living, thinking, 'and speake
ingy It is difforent from the natural or world's way of lifo,

1, Acts 9:2 "And (Paul) dosired of him lettors to Damascus to tho sy~
nagoguos, that if he found ony of this » whothor thoy
worc mon or womon, ho might bring thom bound to Jerusalomi"

2¢ Acts 19:8,9 "And Paul wont into tho synagoguo and spako boldlyses
concorning the kingdom of God, Dut whon somo werc hardencd and bom
liovod not, bit spake ovil of that , ho dopartod from thom,

3¢ Aots 19:23 " And the samoc time thoro aroso no small stir about
that i
44 Acts 22:4 "And I (Paul) porsocutod this unto tho

doath, binding and dolivoring into prisons both mon and women,"

Se fiots 24:14 "Dut this I (Paul) confoss unto thoo, that aftor the
which thoy call horesy, so worship I tho God of my

fathors,"

6¢ ficts 24122 "And whon Folix hcard thoso things, having moro por=
foct knowlodgo of that , ho doferred thome.."

7e 1 Corinthions 12:31 "Dut covet (desirc) carnostly tho bost gifts;
. ond yot show I unto you a morc oxoollent o"

8e This more oxcollont W o y, according to 1 Corinthimns 13, is tho
Wy of A (Seo also Psalm 1,)

Il This Woy of 1life , the Viay of LOVE, is tho Way which tho Lord Josus and Holy
Seripturos toach, Decause it is God's Way, it is not a way to live; it is THE
Vioy to livo, It is tho ONLY Way wo ought to wolk in. It is tho ONLY Tay that
looks out for the good of everybody and that brings glory to God, and hence,
it is the ONLY Way of 1lifo accoptable to Gode

Lo Tho following Soripturo passagos urgo us to walk in the Way of LOVE

le John 13:34 "A now commandmont I give unto you, that ye

Y
.

2e Romans 12:9f,"Lot be without dissimulation (protonse).es
Bo kindly affectionod ono to anothor with

.

3¢ Romans 13:8 "Owo no mon anything, but to $
for ho that &
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CHRISTIAN LOVE AS "THE WAY" TO LIVE

4, Romons 13:9,10 "For thisse.is briefly comprohonded in this saying, namely,
'Thou shalt
LOVE

5¢ 1 CORINTHI/NS 13:13 "And now abidoth faith, hope, those throo
but tho groatest of thoso is AL T

64 1 Corinthians 14:1 "Follow aftor oo

7¢ 1 Corinthians 16:14 "Lot all your things bo done with ol

8, Galoticns 5:6 "For in Josus Christs.savailoth (counts)...foith which

n
°

9+ Galatians 5:13,14 "By LOVE ° « For all the
law is fulfillod in one word, ovon in this:

204 Ephosions 3:17 "That Christ may dwell in your hoarts by faith, that yo

, moy bo abloiey"

11, Ephosians 5:1,2 "Dc yo thereforc followors of Godseand

12, Cplossians 2:2 "That their hoorts might be comforted, boing

13+ 1 Thossalonions 33112 "And tho Lord mako you to

144 1 Thossalonions 4£:9,10 "But os touching yo

need not that I write unto you, for yo yoursolvos aro taught of God

b

-, ond indoed yo do its.sbut wo bosooch you

. brothron, that ye

u
15, 1 Potor 1122 "eees0C that yo '

v 1 Potor 2;17 “"Honor all mone

1 Potor 3:g "Finally, bo yo all of ono mind,

—— ’
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CHRISTIAN LOVE AS "THE WAY" TO LIVE

18 1 Poter 418 "And above all things have

19 1 John 3:11 "For this is the message that ye have heard from the be=

ginning: R

20, 1 John 3:18 "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in

tongue; but in o

2le 1 John 3:23 "And this is His® ccmmandment, that we should believe on the
name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and

22y 1 John 4:7 "Beloved,

234 1 John 4:11 "Deloved, if God so loved us, we ought also

-

24¢ 1 John 4:12 "No man hath scon God at any time. If we

254 1 John 4:16 "And we have known and believed the love that God hath to
use God is 3 and ho that

26« 1 John 4:21 "And this commandment have we from Him,

III, Yhet is Christian L 0O VE ?
Ae Christian LOVE is like a tool or an instrument. 4 ool has little walue
_ for you until you learn how to use it corractlys
D ' : h how God
Do If wo want to mow what roal, genuino LOVE is, we have to LA
deals with people, for "God is LOVE,"

:10
1o Seo Romans 5:03 Epha 2:4g Lk 23:34p 1 John 81163 = 104

ae God's Love
be God's Love
ce God's Love
ds God's Love
8¢ God's Lovo
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CHRISTIAN LOVE A4S "THE VAY" T0 LIVE

Ce Tho exporiment of the PRISM will further clari

and opon u
moaning of Christian LOVE: Ty Pon up to us the

. .. SPECTRUM
; T ON e/ : Red ~
SLIT | ————— S ! Orange
T yHITE LIGHT e ?‘Yeno'w
T . ; Groon
‘Blue ~
PRISI - lIndigs
Violot
., 1 Corel3:4 "LOVE suffers long & is kind,
: 7 1 Corel8¢4 "LOVE
A , 1 Core13:4 "LOVE
\ i :
X - T Cor.1385 "LOVE
/ \ 1 Core.l3:5 "LOVE
/ Voo 1 Cor,13:5 "LOVE
o s \ 1 Cor,13:5 "LOVE S SR
LOVE __ .. :/‘_. N . 1 Cor,l3:6 "LOVE P
SRl \ 1 Corel3:7 "LOVE
/ i B, :
¢ \\\ T Pot,3:8 "LOVE
¢ THE BIDLE 1 Pate3:8 "LOVE
e R iy 3 1 Pote3:9 "LOVE
PRISM -\1 Poto4:8 "LOVE

= e

In making decisions, let LOVE guide yous A good rule: "When in doubt,
apply the TEST Of LOVE."
1« The TEST Of LOVE:
ae Vill this action bring good to my neighbor? Is it in the interest
" of his welfare? (and similar questions) :
be Will this action help along his Christian faith and life, or will
" it hurt it?
©e OR, will this action bring harm of any sort to my neighbor?
de Km I going to gain by this action for my selfish purposes at the
expense of my neighbor?

Ds

Ev A biier summary of the meaning of LOVEs : . v
ls CHRISTIAN LOVE is always ACTION, not just words, always for tho good
of bthers, It is not centerod in oneself; it is self-effacing. It
works no ill to anybody. It doos not seck any returns of any sort,
noeither repayment, rewnrd, praise, or thankse
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CHRISTIAN LOVE

AS "THE VIAY" TO LIVE

7« How different is Christian LOVE from humon love or what the people of this
world call love?

Ae A great Christian thinker, S. Kierkegoaord, gives us this answers

-

Da

"ihot we human beings extol under the name of love
is self=love; eeewhon we do not hoed this, the whole of
Christianity is confusod for us,

"Only when you havo died to the selfishness in you
ond thereby to the world, so that you do not love the world
or the things that are in the world, and do not selfishly
love even a single poersoness=--only then can there be talk
about tho love which is Christian LOVE," (For Self-Examination,p.99,)

Christian LOVE reaches out %o
every person who is in nocod, °
whethor he deserves it or note
It operates liko a THERMOSTATs
It tokes the first step--tho

¢ Golden Rule,

D,

E,

Fa

Christian LOVE servos without
hope of roward or thanks, for
cxamplo, God's Lovo for us, Tho
Good Samaritan, "Lend, hoping’
for nothing again," Luke G:35,

Christian LOVE is kind and une
derstanding, Eph. 4:15 & Phil2:2,

It "works no ill to ono's ncighe
bor-"

Christian LOVE rojoicos with

thoso who rojoico and weops with
thoso who woop. Romel2:15s

Christian LOVE is consistont. It

X ].Qsts -

Ga

¥y TThat should urge us to chooso and to live

Ay Josus? LOVE for us} Wo have boon treated with LOVE, .
. B0 LOVE; honce, wo aro to tyoat othors in tho VorY

™
“a

Co

-,

‘

Christian LOVE doos not use

foroo, It is not logalistio or
domanding, '

2 Cor, 5:14,

Christian LOVE is our way of rosponding to God's Lowmtthow
saowing our Love and thanks to Him for His Lovo
lalth without works is doad. Lovo is tho proof

Fre

Gt

D!, Human love is "picky" and seloow
tive. It doos not love or forgive
chemios, See Luke 6:32=~35, It often
waits to be loved beforo it rese
ponds,

Ct!, Human lovo expects praisc and
credit in return for serviccs

ronderode

Dt, The sclfish person isn't too in-
torcstod in the wolfarc of his
noighbor,. Story of “tho Good Sama=

ritan, Luko 10:25f,

Tho solfish porson onvios tho Ecr-
son who gets ahoad. Mo’ doos not ro=
joico with him; rother, ho wishos
him failuro.

Humon love is limitcds 1t grows

cold and fados awaye

s domanding and lo=
o, It tries to mako man

this WA Y of life?

whon wo have desorvod

o ‘my. 1 John 4=7’
v of
is our way ©
25 It 1 25131_42.
:: gur'faith' "Ho the

Jomn F3lée

Ovoth not his brothor abidoth im doathy” 1 _
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CHRISTIAN LOVE AS "THE WAY" TO LIVE
VI, How can wo bocomo “rootod and groundod" in LOVE? (Ephe 3:17)
Ae Wo must first bocomo "rooted and grounded" in Josus. Colossians 2:7,
By Wo nood to roplenish our supply of LOVE ofton. God's Vlords of forgiveness, &
His holy Sacramont of tho altar are fuol for our Christian LOVE. The
Church is tho spiritual storchouse. See Galatians 53122,

1, Wo ore to "grow" into this woy of life,

24 Vlo aro born into this world 100% solfish, Thero is O% LOVE in us,

Christian LOVE must 90% solfish 10% LOVE
incroaso, Ok 5o
Self-love must 25% i 75% O
docroasao, 10% U 90% "

LET'S APPLY THE TEST OF LOVE,.

1) You arrivo at a summor camps In your cabin thore is spaco for two only,
but you aro told that throo are to sharc tho cabin. What should you do? Apply
tho tost of LOVE: :

o.; Should you choose tho bost bod and olosot bofore tho othors got thero?

b) Should you wait until all throo arrivo and thon flip a coin to soo who
gots first pick on a closot and beod?

0) Should you sharo the 2 oloscts oqually anong tho 3 and discuss the vro=-
foronoco of oach in rogard to tho beds}

2) It is past ourfow timo at LSV schools Lights arc oute Somo yousig poople aro

in tho mood to sing, so thoy do, quitc loudly, for a good long whiles Doos this
pass tho tost of LOVE?

3) Your young pooplo's socicty is Golng to wash all tho dishos at tho Church
as a gosturo of Lovo for thoir mothors (for Hothors! Day). You would like to go
Yo a movio that samo night, What doos LOVE suggest that you do?

A 4) You aro o Sunday School toachers Ono Sunday morning rolatives in*:ri'bo you
0 an all-day barboouo and pionic out in the country. If you go, you will havo
to miss Sunday School and Churoh, Apply tho Test of LOVE.

5) It is tho night boforo LSV school c¢loses. Some want to stay up all night
"nd_, oclobrato noisily. Apply the tost of LOVE,

L 6) & youth is angry at his brother, yot he claims ho still loves Goda Can he
Yool tWo ways at tho samo imo? Soc 1 John 4:20,21,

1.7) You havo a job, but you arontt satisfied with ite You apply for anoi.:har
Jhs 0% another place of businoss. You aro offerod a better job thoro imodmtely.’
o4 San’t aocopt the mow job until you havo givon your presont omployor two woeks
pokioa) §°+' you want badly o begin at your new work at onco. Apply LOVE: S35

%) Should you quit your prosont job immodiatoly and disregard tho 2 wooks
notige?
b} Should you sorve your ramaining two wooks pationtly and inform your

new employer that you will not bo available wgtil tho 2 wooks aro up?
_¥
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CHRISTIAN LOVE AS "THE WAY" TO LIVE

8) At tho dinnor table or ot any moal, thero is o pleasant, cheerful atmosphoro
whon
a) ooch member of tho family is interestod in what tho othors oxporienced
that day, or what they think about cortain mattors; or,
b) whon ooch membor talks only about himself, his likes and dislikcs, Which
is tho Way of LOVE?

9) Vhigh of tho following docs Josus toach us? .
a) Tho oldor you are, thec moro rights you have in tho homo, and thoreforo,
you may insist on thom, ;
b) Lovo doosn't make any distinctions botwoen the agos of pooploe It is
rospoctful and courtoous to alle !

10) A girl wants to go out, Hor patonts don't want hor to bocauso thoy disap=
prove of the young man she is datingy Vhat should sho do? Apply LOVE,
a) Go out anyways
b) Stay homo but roffusc to spoak to her parents;
c) Got angry and insist that sho'!s old ecnough to choosc hor own frionds;
d) Discuss with hor paronts why thcy don't approve of her choicc of the
young mon,

11) ¥hich is tho way of LOVE? _
) I shall always be roady to do all I can for others in my family to help
thom and to make thoir lives rithor and fullor in overy wany that I oan,
I shall tako the first stop. I shall not wait for others to sorve me firste
b) If mombors of my family want mo to do things for them, thoy must first
do things for mo,

12) Vmoso wolfaro should como first in family living? in youth work at Chur<_:h'-"
a) your own? a) that of your young peoplo's society?
b) tho family'g? b) your own?

. In your own words, how would you oxplain to o friend or strangor vhat
Christion LOVE is?
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