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CHAPTER III

The Offering for the Sanctuary

after Lioses had returned from the Mount for the
sscond time, he proceeded to carry out the command of
the Lord and invited the people to bring an offering.
They should bring their offering not as an imposed tax
or to avoid social pressure or mcasures of force but as
free gifts to the Lord. The spirit and love for service
to the Lord was to act as the only impelling motive.

The gifts for which Moses asked were: "Gold, and
silver, and brass, and blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine linen, and goats' hair, and ramns' skins dyed
red, and badgers' skins, end shittim wood, oil for the
light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incenses,
onyx stonss, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in
the breast plate." (Ex. 25,3-7.) The materials requested




were prsclous metuls, manufactures, articles of foreign
merchandise. The offering which the children of Israel
made in their day is estimated to have amounted to about
¥2,000,000] and this sum was raised by approximately
1,200,000 men and wouen. (In estimeting the cost of the
Sanctuary, onc can only give approximate relative values.)
Their services of labor wiere éffered freely. (Ex. 35,29.)
Even though the Israelites had no outlook as to what their
needs for the Tubture would be, they trusted 1n the Iord
who had provided them daily with manna and quall, and so
they responded with thelr whole heart, "Both men and
WOIlBNa s e o v o0 «0.Drought bracelets, end earrings, and rings,
and toblets, all jewels of gold: and every man that
offered offered an offering of gold unto tile lord. And
every man, wivh whom was found blue, and purple, and
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and red skins

of rams, and badgers' skins, brought them. Every one that
did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the
lord's offering: and every man, with whom was found
shittinm wcod for any work of the service, brought 1t,

And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with
their hands, and brought that which thgy had spun both

of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen,

l. Iris Ikeler licCord, The Tabernacle, Its God=-
Appointed Structure end Service, p. 17.




And 8all the wemen whose heart stirred them up in wisdom
Bpun goats' hair. /4And the rulers brought onyx stones,
and stones tc be set, for the ephod, and for the breast-
plate; and spice, and oil for the light, aud for the
anointing oil, und for the sweet incense." (Ex. 35,22-28)
Both those of high soclal astatus and those of low estate
Jolned nearts and hands for the cuuse and presented their
goods and services for the building of the Sanctuary.
Every morning they brought their offerings to Moses.

(Ex., 96,3.) They gaeve zo liberally that Moses hed to

restrain them from contributing more. (Ex. 36,6.)

But how could a people who had left their land of
bondage «nd journsyed within & desert-land bring an
offering of such valuables? In Egypt they had Seen en=
slaved, Lubt in the wilderness they were without a perma=-
nent residence and without a regular income., Yet, one
must remember that their needs of livelihcod were di-
rectly provided by Jehovah. ithat the children of Israel
offersd, they obtained through rightful ownership.
Several explanations can bs given for this accumulation
of wealth. The first fact 1z taken directly from
Seripture., Before thelr departure from Egypt, "they
borrowed of the Egyptiens jewels of sllver, and jewels of
gold, and raiment: And the Lord gave the people favour
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto

e
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them such things as they required. And they spoiled the
Egyptians."_ (x. 12,35b=36.) The Egyptians wers fond of
Jewelry. This demand smong the Egyptians for fine jewel-
Iy seens to have arisen out of the practice of ornament-
ing the dead.2 From the hands of the Egyptians such arti-
cles of value passed into the hands of the Israelites,
Seoondly, the explanation may be offered that materials
ocould easily have been made avallable at the shores of
the Red Sea, for after the pursulng Egyptian army, which
was equipped with the finest war materials of its day,
had drowned in the Sea, the bodies and equipment could
easily have washed onto the shore. What should prevent
the Isrselites from stripping these corpses? A third
source for scquiring these earthly possessions could have
been the ore mines and wooded regions of the Sinaitio
Peninsula, There were "mining colonies at Surabit el
Khadim, or Jebel Nasb, both of which were only about two
days journey from the encampment."S The timber could :
have been secured from the neighboring tribes. Finally,
it could have been possible to barter with the merchant
caravans which travelled from India over Arabia into Egypt
with their oriental products.

2. David Samue:l. Margoliouth, “Egypt," 'm. Encyelo~-
peedia Britennica, ldtn. ed., vol. 8 vol. & 2 i
eson, rausse -
cal erimental and Pra;tical on the ﬁﬁ%
Testament, vol. I, p. .




Now we shall proceed to an investigation of the
materizls which lioses gathered together. How interesting
to see that every kingdom in nature supplied a share
toward building the Sanctuary., The mineral kingdom sup-
plied metals and stones; the vegetable kingdom supplied
wood, fabric, oil and splces; and the animal kingdom
furnlished iides and goats' hair. The substance of some
of these materiesls are hard to explain since the original
designation of a few of the Hebrew words has lost thelr
precise meuning. Before we discuss the construction of
the Sanctuery, let us first make our decision as to the

matericls which the Hebrew builders used.

1, latverial from the Mineral Kingdom

a. Gold .

liosss collected 29 talents of gold and 730 shekels
of gold, (Ex. 38,84,) Davic values a talent of gold at
§29,574.50 end « shekel of gold at $9.791.% The total
value uceording to these figures is $859,007.93, This
enormous amount of gold, which Isreel carried out of
Egypt; does not surprise us since much of thls;matal
poured into Lgypt through conquest and much was cobtained
from Pharaoh's mines. Herodatus tells us that "Egypt

4, John Davis, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, pp. 758
and 811,

T
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|
had her own gold mines in Nubia,"® and there were gold : ]

Niines also in the mountuins along the Red Sea.‘s

b. Silvexr

The silver offering amcunted tc 100 taleats and
1776 shekels. (ix. 38,35.) A taleant of silver is
equivalent to $1850, and the value of & shekel of silver
is 65;5.7 The totel ameunts to $196,153.75. Silver,
called "white zold," was more scarce in Egypt than Zold.
It seems to nave been shipped in from Asia Minor. "The
silver mines of Lgypt were said to proﬁuce annually

e e 8
9,200 myriads of minae."

¢c. Brass

The offering of brass was 70 talents and 2400 shekels.
(Ex. %8,29.) 7The estimated value of the brass offering
is 5;5130.9 The hl-l-lTI'J, translated in the King Jemes as
"brass," is a metal which requires explanation. Brass is
an alloy composed of two parts copﬁqr and one part zine, A

but zine is a discovery of more recent date. In 1597

5. G. A. Frank Knight, Nile and Jordan, p. 175,
where he guotes Tfrom Herodetus 11X, .

6- Gn A- .L-‘I.'B.nk Kn.’-sht. 92. Olt.. P. 175. x

7. John Davis, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, pp. 758
and 8l11. q

€. G. A, Frank Xnight, Nile and Jordan, p. 175,
taken from Diodorus, 1, 49.

9, George C. Needham, Shadow and Substance, p. 29.




Libarius unknowingly discovered zine in Indie and de=-
seribed it w2 o "peculiar tin." Zinc smelting first
began in England around 1750.10 Therefore the brass in
Ixodus wias 1ot brass as we heve it today. This con=
vietion is supported by the fact that brass weapons and

tools are not found in the ruins of early cities.

Somo balieve hll-lT\"J to have been bronze, which 1s
an clloy of copper and tin. This interpretetion is possi-
ble since the Israclites knew of tin. (Num. S5),22.)
The Phoenscizns hed brought tin f£rom the mines of
Cagsliterides and Cornwall, which embraced the Scilly
Isloﬂ.ll 3ince the lebrews knew of copper ("brass®) and
tin, by fusing these two metals they eould have produced
brenze. However, from excavetions of ancient eivili-

zations we learn thet this metal was a rare substance.

The letest opinion on the "brass" in Exodus favors
the interpretution of copper. GoPpe-r was mined in the
Singitic mountains during the fourth and f£ifth dynasty .
(2900=2625 B.C.). The Pharaohs of Egypt mined this ore
at Wady lMagharaa, Sarabit el Khadim, viadis Nasb, Khalig,
el-Marka, end :“aénecl.l"a The Edomites hed surface copper

10. "Zino," The LEnoyclopaedia Britannica, v'ol. 23,
P. 950. .
11, James Hastings, A Dictionary of the Bible, vol.
III Pe 375. 3 ;
’ 12, James Hastings, op. eit., vol. III, p. 375,
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mines at ihirbet Nahas, thirty-rive miles south-east of

the Daad ..,eu.m Lxeavations in the countries south of the
bediterrancan give proof that ancient metallurgists used
gopper in sbuintancse. . Awelineau found many objects and
ubesnsils ol copuer at Un-el=Gaab in a eemetery ot Abydosl"
bBreasted iaforms us thet during the 0ld Kingdom (2980-
2475 b.G.) "Ghey (Ghe hgyptians) drilled the toughest of
stone; Like diorite, with tubular drills of copper, and
the massive lids of ‘ranite sarcophagl were sawn with

long coppsr savis which, like the drills, were rsinforced
by sand or emory. niS In 1940 Nelson Glueck carried on an
excavation at Tel Ll-Kheleifeh, a smelting colony near

the seaport of Lzion-geber (Elath). In the debris he
found copper ish-hooks, a coprer omsing of a seal, copper
arrov-heads «nd spear-points, fine copper dishes and tools.
He estiuated that some of the smelter walls date back
thirty centuriss. NMr. Glueck reported cn his discoveries
as rollows: ‘'"Copper sulphide fumes of the copper ares.

16

being reduced in tne smelter turned its walls green.”

Again he says: VIt seems likely that the coppersmiths of

13, George i. Barion, Archeology and the Bible, Pe
119,

14, Charles Randall Barnes, "Copper," The People's
Bible #ncyclopedia, p. 74l.

=185, Janes iienry Breasted, A History of t from
ihs Barliest Pimes to the Perslan Conguest, p. 93.

. Hels00 GLUGCK, “Wg fganon o{ Exog:gt:l:n

at Tel hl—-m-lsi:.ah " Bul etin o 8 Auneriocan cols
of Oriental ﬂasearch, no,. 79, (oct. 1940), pP. 3.




Ezlon-geber: Llath, like their Egyptian contemporaries,
Poasessed the secret of tempering copper to such a degree
of hardness that it could be used for tools and drills.““
We must not think of the ancient copper as the soft pure
sopper of today, since modern copper 1s refined through an

electric process.

d. Precious Stones

-—J‘---l'--—

U%her minerels whica the children of Israel con=-
tributed were "onyx stones, and stonss to be set in the
ephod, and in tlhe brsastplats.” (Ex. 25,7.) The stones
in the ephod were onyx (Ex. 28,9) and in the breastplate
there were thc sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald,
sapphirae, dlamond, ligure, agate, amethyst, beryl, onyx,
and jasper. (ix. 28, 9. 17=-20.) HNiost of the names gliven
to these stoncs in the English text have besn trans-
literated directly irom the Greek with the exception of
two, the emerald and diamond. HNeither the Septuagint nor
Josephus enlighten us on the identity of these gems. 1In
the 0ld Testament the terms for these gems ars very con=
fusing, and it is doubtful where we may classify them in
our eystem today. The "diamond," as we know it, is a
substance too hard to engrave; thersefore, according to

our terminology another stone beside the diamond m_ult

17, Nelson Glueck, 9.200115., P 17.




have becn set in the breastplote. The meaning of "beryl®™
18 too uncertoin to define. The mcaning of the "amethyst®
1s well estaoblished; the "carbuncle" designates the
emerald; wand the "sapphlre" secems to designate our lapis
lazull. OUns can offer the best information on these 0ld
Testament gews by drawing up a comparative 1ist in the

form of the followling caitalogue:s




GEM OFFERING

18 19
A. ¥V, RENDGRING GESENIUS DAVIS KNIGHT™"
l. SardiuS.ccces I‘UDY (red).-.-.. carnaliuni,.eesee J'&Spel‘....-.-...
{red)
2s i‘op&z--:--.-- top&z (,‘fellou)oo tol'u-ﬁOIOQUDDtl-. Sel‘pentine....-.
9. Carbuncle...., ©mereldscesesees CHOTELAcseessees Tock crystal.es..
4. EneralQ.ecees 7222729227977277°7 79277777777927777 £2TrNOticccssscee
(red)
D. Sepphire...ss Bopphireeessssses S6pphire.sesess. lapls lazuli....
6. Diamondeecceee OllyXevessevscnse Bal‘donyx 2272°%% jasper.--.-oonco
(green)
7. Lisurelon--oo 01)&1..-..----.-. Jacinth-oo-o---o quartz..-o-locoo
(yellow)
8. Asate.....-.- asate-.....-.-.. 22272%77%2222%2%22%27% ocarnellianicsceee
Do mmat‘-.-o. amethystececcces amathyst......u amethystecoscees
0, B esvecssa tO essascssses TR2272729707772°27 JEBPBI‘.-.----.-.
19> Byl ne (yellow)
ssseccee O sescescesces O senssvessesne relapﬂr.oooooooo
1ll., OnyX,sess . nyx nyx (grden]
12, Jasper..s..+s Jasper (green) .. JaSpPOrececssssse ONYEscossccsnvee

18, Willian Gesenius, ﬁ_ Hebrew _eﬁ_g English Lexioon of the 014 Testament,
Inclu the Bibllical Chaldee ssim,
e Y Davis. & Distionary of Bhe Sible, passim.

20. G, A, Frank XoIght, Nile and Jordam, p. 179.
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GEM OFFERING =— Continued

MARTINzl

GﬂrnElium.oooo-l
(red)
perldcticececeses
{yellovw-green)
emeraldlll...ll.
(green:red)
222027220 27227%%

1apiB lazull....
Jaﬁper;.........

zlrcon=-hyacinth.
(yellow)
chalcedonyescses
(red:black)
amﬂthyﬂtu-ooo-oo
(purple-violet)
7279722922729 7%%

on’:.-....-.-...
(red banded)
ASNDEL g5 ek n e
IOHOfr

PP

21. Daniel S, Martin, "Mineral Kingdom,"

726-742.

28, James Strong, Tha
23, Jumes Hastings, A

[ »]
STRONG=>

carnelien..cccces
(light red)
chrysolitecasess
{(bright yellow)
emeraldll‘.ll.ll
(grass green)
gﬂrnet.--...-.--
(dark red)
lapis lazuli,...
(desp blue)
chalcedonysseese
(pink)
Jacintheceasesse
(buff)
agate..--.......
(red streaks)
amethy'tl..l....
(purplish)
topaz..".l....l
(dull yellow)
bOryl.ececscsesce
(pale green)
Jaﬂ BT cenorcnnos
(olouded gray)

Tabernaocle of Israel 1n the
A DictIonary of

PETRIE

Early
J&Syar----.ooooll
(red)
serpentine.cesses
(yellow=green)
garnet= cerbuncle

quartz crystal...
1azuli...........
coOrunduf, ssscssee
[ V{1 ] T
(red streaks)
agate??77?2???72%7?
(black & white)
amethyst.cecsaces
Jaspereiessscscsas
(green)
onyx??2772777227?

Jaﬂper-oonnnnoooa
(dark green)

The Bible, Vol.

23

Late
Sard.-.-........

yeridot-n-o-----

eneraeld.cecsceve
lazulicesesneoes
corundWesesvseces
agatBisscenssnse
agatesssceccncse
amethystececncee
topBZecesecesnne
ONYXessossososssnse

Jasperessssccesne

The People's Bible Enoxolonedla,

Pe 68.

Desert
"'Iv—ip. 619-621



2. Materiasls Trom the Vegetable Kingdom

The items, viilch the vegetable kingdom supplied,
wers "fine linen," "ghittim wood," "oil,™ and "splces.™
(Ex. 25, 4-6.)

a. Fins Linen

The Hebrew word uiul 1s a difficult word to ex-
plain, Whether it denotes linen or cotton is much de-
bated. Ll is a word borrowed from the old Egyptian

shentl. The Septuagint translates @ uo-ré'f » Dyssus,

"Linen" is not an impossible translation, Breasted
reports that flax was plentifully cultivated already
under the Old Kingdom (29802475 B.C.) in Egypt.>®
Thomson and Rewlinson, who inspected Egyptian mummy
ocloths, discovered it to be invariably linen.‘.?"" This
alone cannot determine the meaning of LLi L4} . Ancient
tombs also give up mumies wrapped in cotton o]ntit.‘?"
The meaning of the word indicates whiteneln; and this
speaks in favor of cotton fabric. To this day the Arabs
apply shesh to fine muslin, which 1s a cotton cloth.
Gesenius is of the opinion that Lui1ll designates the

24, Jumes Henry Breasted, A History of t, p. 96.
25, J‘amieson, Fausset. aﬁdﬁrwn, *'ﬂ?men on

the 01d legstament, vol. I, p. 383,
5' ohn Davis, "I.‘.l.non." A Dictionary of the Bible,
Pe 45‘.




Egyptian byssus, a wiite, fine and costly eotton._”
Kell maintalns that the anclents often employed the term

"fine linen™ to designate cotton oloth.za

b, Saittim ocod

Another betanical offering was "shittim wood" of
the shittah tree. (Luther trunslates this as fir tres.)
This building meterial was cut out of forests of Acacia
nilotica, which grew in the southern part of the Sinaitic
Penlnsula end in Egypt.zg This is the only tree found on
the Peninsule. In the vicinity of Sinal travellers still

may see tie acacia.

The Acacla nilotica 1s a spreasding tree, rising to
a height of twenty to twenty-five feet, with a gay bi-

pinnate follage, blue blossoms, and long thorns. The
wood is very hard, close-grained, end light in weight.
It 1s indestructible by insects and resists deca;r even
in water, lihen freshly ocut, it his a yellow hue, but as
it dries, it becomes dark, almost black like ebony.

Such trees Turnished the lumber for the Sanotuary.

27, William Gesenius, A Hebrew and English Lexicon
of the Old Testament, p. 1113.
e . oarl Friedrich Kell, Manual of Bibliocal

Archeolo vol. I De 105. .
20, *zmn Davil'a. "ghittah Tree," A Dictionary of the
BibJ.E, Do 716.




C. 0il

The otf'fering of oil was the oil from the olive tres.
(Bx, 27,203 50,24.) Even though the Israelites of the
EXxodus dld not see Canaan, the land of olive groves,
they wiere mcquainted with this specles of flora. (Deut.
24,20.) They obtained pure oil by beating the berry to
rleces and crushing it; +then they placed the meat in a
basket and allowed the oil to £low out.o0

There is no evidonce that the olive tras grew on
the Peninsula of Sinail, From where did the Israelites
cbtain the clive fruit? Merchants from the north might
have gold thils »nroduct to them, or they brought the oil
out off Lgypbt. ILgypt imported large quantities of oil
from cmmu:151m1d Tyre. (of. Eg. 27,17.) This precious
oll was used in the sorvice of the Sanoctuary,

d, Spices

The vegetable kingdom also supplied a var!.et; of
spices. These were "myrrh," "olnnamon,"™ "calamus,"™ and
"gagsia,” (Ex. 30, 23-24.); "stacte," “galbanum," and
nfprankincense." (Ex. 50,34.) Ve shall defins each of
these aromatics briefly.

30, John Davis, '0il," op. cit P« 558,
31, G. A. Frank Knignt, Nile and Jordan, p. 177.




The "myrrh" of the anclent Hebrews was derived from
the Iragrant bark of the Balsamodendron Myrrha, the '
Shrubbs Necs. Pliny tells us that it grew in Arlbh.sa

2. Cinnauion

The "eolnnamon® was an eromatic bark produced by tha
Gi_nne.m-onum seylanicum, It flourished in mbia.as The
oll was obtained by means of a distilling process. It

was golden~yellow in color and possessed a plcasing aroma,

#3. Calamus

The Hebrew word for "calemus® denotes a reed or cans.
Ferhaps the Andropogon caelemus aromaticus of Indla is

meent, It gave off a highly sweet scent .54

#4. Gassia

It may have been an aromatic bark resembling the
olmnamon, less fragrant and less valuable.®® The Revised
Version in the margin suggests the Goa_tus, a plant identi-
fied with the Aplotaxlis lappa of China, which is valuable

for its odoriferous root .56

32, Joun Davis, “Myrrh," A D:I.ctl.ona_rz of the B!.blo
p. 583, from Pliny xii, 16.

33, Jonn Davisa, "Cinnamon,"™ op. olt,, p. 142.

54. John .'Duvis. "Calamus, ™ op. oit., D. 109.

35. Willlieu: Gesenlus, A Hahm ""I'ﬁ ;&__

of the 0ld Testament, p. 9
= T 38, John Davis, "Gaasia,‘ A Dictionary of of tne nm-
Do 123,

e




