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PREFACE

The Sanctuary of Isreel in the wilderness, its
Court, Taebernccle, und furniture, has not totally dis-
appeared, but it still exists., The physical structure,
which was bullt under the leadership of lMoses, we recog=
nize, nss nl:x lost or destroyed. It howsver exists in
the mimds of God's people through the use of the Bible.
A8 long aas Lhc written Vord remelns with us, the Sanctu-

ary will not and must nct perish.

Yerhaps some of ths most neglected chapters in the
Bible are vhoso wnich give a conciss description of the
vanctuary. Yaey are neglected by Bible readers and
students wlike. Many wiio read through the Exodus account
find the subject matter lscking in excitement or too in-
volved to give 4% & little thought. Lven Bible students
are inelined to read through this particular section in
such haste tLhal they remove every opportunity of giving
the structure of the Sanctuary careful conslideration. A
study of the Sanctuary therefore should be a challange
to every one wao holds a claim on interest in the Blble.




Such a challenge has proved to be the oaﬁsa for the
present study and Investigation. NMay the present presen=-
tetien avouse new interests to study the Sanctuary. MNay
the prescnt Jdiscussion be & help in offerinz convinelng
solutiong for many of the problems which do exist. Not
every problem can be solved, but an opinion mey be profi-

teble in suriching en understanding of the ¥xodus account.




CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

"Let my people gol" (Ex. 5,1.) In these words God
demanded Phoraoh to release enslaved Isrsel. And why?
God hnd chosen the Jewlsh race from asmong =211 nations
as His Ovm, ond furthermore He proved this cleim on
Israels This poople He led out of Egypt end routed them
over the Sinsltlic Peninsula to Cansen, the Land of Promise.
On the Sinaltic Peninsula God estsblished the community
1life for His nowly liberated peoples He laid down the
decelaw as tholr moral stendard and through Moses gave
_the detalled code of laws which regulated every phase of
Israelite activity, both religious as well as civil: In
the religious phase God's Tabernacle, erected at the foot
of Mt, Sinel, is a glaring exemple of God's concern for
Israel. God wanted His people to have a holy place for
religious worship. He therefore did not let the cholce



of materisls ond design of this Sacred Building to the
skllled artissns smong the Hebrews, but God Himself, in
His divine wisdom, drew the plans. On Sinal He revealed
the detalls of the structure to His servent Moses as the
intermedlery between Himself end Israel. God wanted one
sanctuary (holy plsce) for His people in Csnaen. He
wented it built according to His plans by humen hsnds.
This Sacred Edifice in the Book of Exodus is a monument
for proof thet God had a deep interest in the religious
and politicel welfore of Israel

The Sacred Edifice of Sinel therefore offers materisl
for a study of parsmount importance. It !.s'primarily
important becouse it was so intimately bound up with the
1life and worship of God's chosen people under the 014
Testament covenant. It was centrally located end served
to bind the Hebrew femilies into a political unit, For
a period of five hundred years this portable structure
served Isreel as its house of worship. It is also im=
portant becsuse it ranks as one of the most remarksble
pleces of architecture of all times., It served as a
prototype of the three later Hebrew templess the temple
of Solomon, the temple of Zerubbabel, and the renovated
temple of Herod. For these reasons it holds a high degree
of importance for every Bible student and from every point
of view 1s worthy of thoughtful study.




Panl saids "All Soripture is given by inspiration of
God." (2 Tim, 3,16.) God hed o threefold purpose in trans-
mitting His written Vord to usg a) to reveal Himself,

b) to reveal men's totelly sinful condition, and o) to
revenl men's reconciliation to God. A study of the
Sanctuary in the wilderness will bear out these three
factors, for we lmow thet "whatsoever things were written
eforetime were vwritten for our learning." - (Rom. 15, 4.)
Since Christ 1s the central subject of the 0ld Testament
8s well es of the New Testement, the Senctusry, as en
external emblem, reveals spiritual truth. Its design
end function, as a type of Christ, discloses the porson.

end work of redemntion.

The spirituel significence of the Jewish Tabernsecle
can be secn from another angle. Out of Mt. Sinai God, who
is a God of justice, gave the Law end codified His prohi-
bitions and will for Israel, From the sumit ofMt. Sinal
God, who 13 a God of grace, gave the plan of the Sanctuary
to Moses. At the foot of Mt. Sinal Israsel experienced
God!'s grace in the Senctuery which provided a haven for
the offenders of' the Law. In this physical .structure,
the dwelling of divine Grace, sinful men could approach
e holy God.

1, Source of Information

The most complete scocowk. of the Tabernacle is re-
corded in the Bible. Of the two descriptions the first




1s found in Exodus chepters twenty-five to twenty-eight.
These four chapters relate God's plen snd cormsnd to
build the Senctuary at Sinai, This description presents
the divine side. The second desoription is found in
Exodus chepters thirty-five to forty. These six chapters
describe the execution of God's cormsnd and relate the
actual construction. This description presents the

hmen side. Both accounts are very similer snd in many
passages identical to tle last word. The parallels
differ chiefly only in tenses In the former account we

find, "Thou shalt make 1t"; 4in the latter, "He made 1t."

Other passeges in Scripture will shed 1light on the
subjects We must take into account the facts in connec-
tion with the trensportation of the Tabernaclee (Nume 3e)
We must =lso consult for comparison's sake the specifi-
cations for Solomon's Temple (1 Kings 6; 2 Chrons 3,4.)
and the vision of Tizeklel (chapters 40-42).

Outside of the ﬁible the only ﬁnoient source of in-
formation 1s Josephus, the Jewish historian, who has{.
little to offer in addition to the Bible. His description
is chiefly a repetition of the Bible description with a
fow additionel suggestions of his own,.

2+ Nomenclature

We must first present an overview of proper nsmes be=

fore undertaking a reconstruction of the Tabernacle. Ibt

~




us therefore first agree on a set of terma, end we shall
employ this set of terms to distinguish the whole from
its parts end also individual parts from other parts.

In the Exodus account a term may refer to the entire
structure as 2 unit and again occcur in snother passage to
refer to a section or part of the vhole construction.
This is ofton confusing, ond such interchanging of terms
presents many exegetical problems, _A case in point 1is
the term tabernacle. This word desipgnates the Sacred
Edlfice as a whole. Taberna;!le also designates the {
rectengular structure within the court (Ex.. 26,15), the
Holy Place (ix. 26,35), end also the Most Holy Place
(Ex. 40,21)., Now, when the term tabernacle occurs, to
vhat does 1t refer? To the whole or just a part? That
alvays 1s the question. In this comnection it is well to
remember that wherever any term of the tabernacle con=-
struction 1i1s used, its exact reference must be de=
termined from the context. We shall now consider briefly
th'e individuel terms end from such a study proceed to

drav up a coatalogue of terms for our use in this thesis.

Several terms occur in Scripture to identify the
Sacred Edifice of the wilderness as a wvhole. The com-
plete structure is call a "ssnotuery," ;i j-P n
(Ex. 25,8). This Hebrew term God employed, for He
recognized 1t to be a holy place dedlcated to Him end

1 0 W



His worship. The word u:"rp » "senctuery" (Ex. 36,1), is
derived from the seme root as the former term. Less
frequently we detect that "tabernacle of the congregation,”
Ty i 25738 (Ex. 35,21), end "tebernasle of testimonies,"
N7y ]2WD (Bx. 38,21), sre employed. Frequently "teber-
nacle," -1?:.;4 n (Ex. 27,9), 1s found to denote the vhole,
embracing all of its 1nd1v1dﬁ;'a1 parts. Its meaning denotes
a "dwelling plerce" vhere God f;t-esldea. Most writers on this
subject have adopted the term tabernecle to convey the
collective concept of the Sanctuery of Israel. One now
begins to realize how confusing five different terms for

the smme ldean can become, ond thHis confusion is magnified
vhen we recognize that a single term may refer either to

the vhole or to sn individuel pert of the whole construstion.
In order to avoid such confusion, misunderstanding, and need
for explanation of terms, let us select one from the five
and refer to the idea of the whole by neanﬁ of the nomen,
SANCTUARY, becesuse such is the term.which God employed

when He cormended Moses to instruct the people to make

the Senctuary. (Ex. 25,8.)

We shall consider next the designation for the in=-
dividual parts of the Senctuery. The first of these is
the "ocourt," VX7, (Ex. 27,9.) Eowever; this term
presents no difficulty since it refers solely to the

court.




The amell rectanguler building enclosure within the
Court iz tho second part of the Semctuery. Three terms
occur in Exodus to designete this box-like-tent form,

"pant, * t‘—,—-z__!-u(m. 26,73 26,11; 26,36), end "taber- =
nacle of the ccngregation," TWhHin %TI'N (Ex. 30,18),
ere employed rarely in comperison to "ta-'bemaole," 7:_?"“9 .
(Ex. 26,155 ©56,8,) Vhet 1s our camclusion? Becsusoe of

the frecuent nse snd repeated use of the term "tsbernacle"

with refersnce to the rectangular enclosure, we shall allow

TABERNACLE %o serve 2s nomen for this pert of the Sanctuary.

The Tebernacle housed two sub-parts == the Holy Pl=ce
end the Most Holy Places The Holy Place, pyf -1-'p (Ex.
26,23), 13 elso called "tabernacle of ths congregation,®
“T¥9i0 2 (Ex. 27,21), end "tabernacle,” 12uiR.
(Bx. 26,35.) The second sub-part, the Most Holy P'.I.aog.
or as tho Hebrow suggests "the Holy of Holles," ui ‘T'P
u-qj:rp_;r(m. £26,34), rarely is designated as "(tabernacl
of) testimony," TL'T-V o (Exe 27,21,)

The nomenclature of the Sacred Edlfice of Sinal and
the terms for individual parts can be fixed by no means
to a definite catalogue of terms. It is hard for one to
determine exactly which i1s the best cholce of terms,
Yhat mokes = selection difficult is that the Bible uses

CONCORDIA SEMINARY
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cen any one be so dogmatic as to say that there is only

e
one catalogue of terms? Every selection is based emtirely



on perscnal judgment. In this peper the selecticn of
speclfic toerms for the whole structure and for each of
1ts parts has been determineﬂ on the basis of two
questionss
1l, How frecuently does this term ocour in the
Authoriged Veralon?
2. How much e;xplanntion will the use of this
term require?
Ve shall bese our present discussion on the terms found

in the folleowing diagrems

SANCTUARY
COURT TABERNACLE

Holy Place Most Holy Place




CHAPTER II

Divine Plan and Purpose

When God said, "“Let them make me a Sanctuary; that
I may dwell auong them," the Lord was preparing a new
neans by which He would manifest His presence among
Israel, Formerly, too, He dwelled with His people, ap-
pearing to them in various ways at His own appointed
time, He walked with Adam in the garden; He communed
with Abrabham at the tent door; He appeared to Hoses out
of the burning bush. His presence was revealed to Jacob
at Bethel. At Bethel therefore, because of God's presence
that night, Jacob erected an altar in his honor. There
were many such alters set up in the 0ld Testament times.
Although meny menifestations of divine presence are known
to have ocourred before the erection of the Sanctuary,
yet up to that time God had not appointed a permanent

place where He might dwell among His people.
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Now God called iioses up lato the Mt. of Sinai.
There he walted six duys for the volce of God, and final-
ly on the seventh day God spoke to him out of a cloud.
For forty days le revealed to him the entire divine plan
for maintaining worship and training Israel in spiritual
knowledge. In order to asccomplish this greet undertaking
God showed lioses a pattern of the Sanctuary. lhether the

design was presented in minlature model or as a mental

perception, we shall never be able to determine; but God
did diseclose in iis ovwn appointed way the divinely ﬁ.e-
slgued plan in a theophanic wmenner. Even as & teacher
who glves & lesson to' the simple must condition his in-
structlion by the neture of the subject and previous
knovwledge of the pupils, so also God had to descend to
the mencal lesvsl of loses. His thoughts had to be trans-

ferred into the concepts of human underatanding.

Thus God, as the master architect, reviewed His
"blueprint" with Moses. Not one Jot or tittle was
omitted. He showed him piece for plece the pattern of
the Sanctuary - the Court and :).ts const:."uotlon. the
Tabernacle and its construction, the furniture and its
construction. All work had to meet divine apeolf;oationl.
God determined whet materials should be collected, and
how these should be used. The best materials were pre-
soribed; "Gold, and silver, and brass, and blue, and



purple, snd scerlet, and fine linen, snd goats® hair,

end rans' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and shittim
wood, oil for the light, splces for anointing oil, and
for sweet incense, onyx stones, and stones to be set in

the ephod, and in the breastplate." (Ex. £5,3=7.)

God did not overlook one detail, for He gave ocon=-
sideration to the divine purpose of the Sanctuary. It
should serve as the residence of Jehovah, the Lawglver,
and us the center of legislation, It should provide a
dwelling where the Lord would manifest Himself in the
lost Holy Plece. It should supply shelter for the Ark
of the Covenant. It should provide a central meeting
place for the children of Israel. For the convenience
of a nomedic people it could not be built of cumbersome
materials. The desert temple would have to be moved from
place to place, beginning with the wanderings in the
wilderneses and continuing on during the sojourn in the
Fromised ILand. This required a portable construction, a
structure which could sasily be transported by means of
simple conveyances over the highways of sand and mountaine-
ous regions. Furthermore, God desired to dwell among
Israel., He chose for Himself a pa:_ml!.ar people, a people
set apart from ot_her nations. Yes, He wanted to be their
God. To this people He had piven the command, "Thou shalt
have no other gods befors me." (Ex. 20, 3.) The Hobrew




People were often glven over to the sin of ldolatry and
ldolatrous practices. By means of the Sanntﬁary God

hoped to sever them from all idolatrous associations and
drew them close to Him with hls ever-ablding pireaserne.
When problems confronted them, when perplexities beset
them, they could come before His presence in the Sanctu=
ary. There they could find spliritual comfort. The very
elements end essence of the Sanctuary could impart spirit-
ual truth. %They (children of Israel) belonged to an age
in which symbolism was everyuhere employed. They had
cone £rom & land in which much of the writing was plc=
torisl; and the nations then, as the recently-discovered
monuments attest, were in the habit of putting all re-
ligious truths into external esmblems."l The Sanctuary's
form, ite worship within and without, would assocliate them
with Christ. Therefore God took special care in reveal-
ing the pettern of the Sanctuary to Moses and rigldly
comanded him, "And thou shelt rear up the tabernacle ac—
cording to the fashion thereof which was shewed thee in
the mount." (Zx. 26,30.)

Divine plenning also considered the quallity of ma=-
terials. Only the best mﬁterials would be used for the

1. ¥illiem M. Taylor; Moses the law-Giver, p. 233.




vanctuary. Tiiey must be durable and weather resistant.
Even though a desert land, the Sinaitic Peninsula ex-
perienced raiunfall, which today averages «l0 inches
annually. The materials had to be weather proof; they
hed to be uneppretizing to vermin and insects; they had
to resist destructive blasts of wind mingled with sand.
God foresavi all of these conditions and planned the

sanctuary accordingly.

The source of the material and method for gatherlng
it was salso arrenged. God commanded that only the chila-
ren of Isrsel were to give materials, and they were to
bring them as & free-will offering. That was the way in
wihich God had plenned 1it.




CHAPTER III

The Offering for the Sanctuary

after Lioses had returned from the Mount for the
sscond time, he proceeded to carry out the command of
the Lord and invited the people to bring an offering.
They should bring their offering not as an imposed tax
or to avoid social pressure or mcasures of force but as
free gifts to the Lord. The spirit and love for service
to the Lord was to act as the only impelling motive.

The gifts for which Moses asked were: "Gold, and
silver, and brass, and blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine linen, and goats' hair, and ramns' skins dyed
red, and badgers' skins, end shittim wood, oil for the
light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incenses,
onyx stonss, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in
the breast plate." (Ex. 25,3-7.) The materials requested




were prsclous metuls, manufactures, articles of foreign
merchandise. The offering which the children of Israel
made in their day is estimated to have amounted to about
¥2,000,000] and this sum was raised by approximately
1,200,000 men and wouen. (In estimeting the cost of the
Sanctuary, onc can only give approximate relative values.)
Their services of labor wiere éffered freely. (Ex. 35,29.)
Even though the Israelites had no outlook as to what their
needs for the Tubture would be, they trusted 1n the Iord
who had provided them daily with manna and quall, and so
they responded with thelr whole heart, "Both men and
WOIlBNa s e o v o0 «0.Drought bracelets, end earrings, and rings,
and toblets, all jewels of gold: and every man that
offered offered an offering of gold unto tile lord. And
every man, wivh whom was found blue, and purple, and
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and red skins

of rams, and badgers' skins, brought them. Every one that
did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the
lord's offering: and every man, with whom was found
shittinm wcod for any work of the service, brought 1t,

And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with
their hands, and brought that which thgy had spun both

of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen,

l. Iris Ikeler licCord, The Tabernacle, Its God=-
Appointed Structure end Service, p. 17.




And 8all the wemen whose heart stirred them up in wisdom
Bpun goats' hair. /4And the rulers brought onyx stones,
and stones tc be set, for the ephod, and for the breast-
plate; and spice, and oil for the light, aud for the
anointing oil, und for the sweet incense." (Ex. 35,22-28)
Both those of high soclal astatus and those of low estate
Jolned nearts and hands for the cuuse and presented their
goods and services for the building of the Sanctuary.
Every morning they brought their offerings to Moses.

(Ex., 96,3.) They gaeve zo liberally that Moses hed to

restrain them from contributing more. (Ex. 36,6.)

But how could a people who had left their land of
bondage «nd journsyed within & desert-land bring an
offering of such valuables? In Egypt they had Seen en=
slaved, Lubt in the wilderness they were without a perma=-
nent residence and without a regular income., Yet, one
must remember that their needs of livelihcod were di-
rectly provided by Jehovah. ithat the children of Israel
offersd, they obtained through rightful ownership.
Several explanations can bs given for this accumulation
of wealth. The first fact 1z taken directly from
Seripture., Before thelr departure from Egypt, "they
borrowed of the Egyptiens jewels of sllver, and jewels of
gold, and raiment: And the Lord gave the people favour
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto

e
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them such things as they required. And they spoiled the
Egyptians."_ (x. 12,35b=36.) The Egyptians wers fond of
Jewelry. This demand smong the Egyptians for fine jewel-
Iy seens to have arisen out of the practice of ornament-
ing the dead.2 From the hands of the Egyptians such arti-
cles of value passed into the hands of the Israelites,
Seoondly, the explanation may be offered that materials
ocould easily have been made avallable at the shores of
the Red Sea, for after the pursulng Egyptian army, which
was equipped with the finest war materials of its day,
had drowned in the Sea, the bodies and equipment could
easily have washed onto the shore. What should prevent
the Isrselites from stripping these corpses? A third
source for scquiring these earthly possessions could have
been the ore mines and wooded regions of the Sinaitio
Peninsula, There were "mining colonies at Surabit el
Khadim, or Jebel Nasb, both of which were only about two
days journey from the encampment."S The timber could :
have been secured from the neighboring tribes. Finally,
it could have been possible to barter with the merchant
caravans which travelled from India over Arabia into Egypt
with their oriental products.

2. David Samue:l. Margoliouth, “Egypt," 'm. Encyelo~-
peedia Britennica, ldtn. ed., vol. 8 vol. & 2 i
eson, rausse -
cal erimental and Pra;tical on the ﬁﬁ%
Testament, vol. I, p. .




Now we shall proceed to an investigation of the
materizls which lioses gathered together. How interesting
to see that every kingdom in nature supplied a share
toward building the Sanctuary., The mineral kingdom sup-
plied metals and stones; the vegetable kingdom supplied
wood, fabric, oil and splces; and the animal kingdom
furnlished iides and goats' hair. The substance of some
of these materiesls are hard to explain since the original
designation of a few of the Hebrew words has lost thelr
precise meuning. Before we discuss the construction of
the Sanctuery, let us first make our decision as to the

matericls which the Hebrew builders used.

1, latverial from the Mineral Kingdom

a. Gold .

liosss collected 29 talents of gold and 730 shekels
of gold, (Ex. 38,84,) Davic values a talent of gold at
§29,574.50 end « shekel of gold at $9.791.% The total
value uceording to these figures is $859,007.93, This
enormous amount of gold, which Isreel carried out of
Egypt; does not surprise us since much of thls;matal
poured into Lgypt through conquest and much was cobtained
from Pharaoh's mines. Herodatus tells us that "Egypt

4, John Davis, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, pp. 758
and 811,

T
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|
had her own gold mines in Nubia,"® and there were gold : ]

Niines also in the mountuins along the Red Sea.‘s

b. Silvexr

The silver offering amcunted tc 100 taleats and
1776 shekels. (ix. 38,35.) A taleant of silver is
equivalent to $1850, and the value of & shekel of silver
is 65;5.7 The totel ameunts to $196,153.75. Silver,
called "white zold," was more scarce in Egypt than Zold.
It seems to nave been shipped in from Asia Minor. "The
silver mines of Lgypt were said to proﬁuce annually

e e 8
9,200 myriads of minae."

¢c. Brass

The offering of brass was 70 talents and 2400 shekels.
(Ex. %8,29.) 7The estimated value of the brass offering
is 5;5130.9 The hl-l-lTI'J, translated in the King Jemes as
"brass," is a metal which requires explanation. Brass is
an alloy composed of two parts copﬁqr and one part zine, A

but zine is a discovery of more recent date. In 1597

5. G. A. Frank Knight, Nile and Jordan, p. 175,
where he guotes Tfrom Herodetus 11X, .

6- Gn A- .L-‘I.'B.nk Kn.’-sht. 92. Olt.. P. 175. x

7. John Davis, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, pp. 758
and 8l11. q

€. G. A, Frank Xnight, Nile and Jordan, p. 175,
taken from Diodorus, 1, 49.

9, George C. Needham, Shadow and Substance, p. 29.




Libarius unknowingly discovered zine in Indie and de=-
seribed it w2 o "peculiar tin." Zinc smelting first
began in England around 1750.10 Therefore the brass in
Ixodus wias 1ot brass as we heve it today. This con=
vietion is supported by the fact that brass weapons and

tools are not found in the ruins of early cities.

Somo balieve hll-lT\"J to have been bronze, which 1s
an clloy of copper and tin. This interpretetion is possi-
ble since the Israclites knew of tin. (Num. S5),22.)
The Phoenscizns hed brought tin f£rom the mines of
Cagsliterides and Cornwall, which embraced the Scilly
Isloﬂ.ll 3ince the lebrews knew of copper ("brass®) and
tin, by fusing these two metals they eould have produced
brenze. However, from excavetions of ancient eivili-

zations we learn thet this metal was a rare substance.

The letest opinion on the "brass" in Exodus favors
the interpretution of copper. GoPpe-r was mined in the
Singitic mountains during the fourth and f£ifth dynasty .
(2900=2625 B.C.). The Pharaohs of Egypt mined this ore
at Wady lMagharaa, Sarabit el Khadim, viadis Nasb, Khalig,
el-Marka, end :“aénecl.l"a The Edomites hed surface copper

10. "Zino," The LEnoyclopaedia Britannica, v'ol. 23,
P. 950. .
11, James Hastings, A Dictionary of the Bible, vol.
III Pe 375. 3 ;
’ 12, James Hastings, op. eit., vol. III, p. 375,
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mines at ihirbet Nahas, thirty-rive miles south-east of

the Daad ..,eu.m Lxeavations in the countries south of the
bediterrancan give proof that ancient metallurgists used
gopper in sbuintancse. . Awelineau found many objects and
ubesnsils ol copuer at Un-el=Gaab in a eemetery ot Abydosl"
bBreasted iaforms us thet during the 0ld Kingdom (2980-
2475 b.G.) "Ghey (Ghe hgyptians) drilled the toughest of
stone; Like diorite, with tubular drills of copper, and
the massive lids of ‘ranite sarcophagl were sawn with

long coppsr savis which, like the drills, were rsinforced
by sand or emory. niS In 1940 Nelson Glueck carried on an
excavation at Tel Ll-Kheleifeh, a smelting colony near

the seaport of Lzion-geber (Elath). In the debris he
found copper ish-hooks, a coprer omsing of a seal, copper
arrov-heads «nd spear-points, fine copper dishes and tools.
He estiuated that some of the smelter walls date back
thirty centuriss. NMr. Glueck reported cn his discoveries
as rollows: ‘'"Copper sulphide fumes of the copper ares.

16

being reduced in tne smelter turned its walls green.”

Again he says: VIt seems likely that the coppersmiths of

13, George i. Barion, Archeology and the Bible, Pe
119,

14, Charles Randall Barnes, "Copper," The People's
Bible #ncyclopedia, p. 74l.

=185, Janes iienry Breasted, A History of t from
ihs Barliest Pimes to the Perslan Conguest, p. 93.

. Hels00 GLUGCK, “Wg fganon o{ Exog:gt:l:n

at Tel hl—-m-lsi:.ah " Bul etin o 8 Auneriocan cols
of Oriental ﬂasearch, no,. 79, (oct. 1940), pP. 3.




Ezlon-geber: Llath, like their Egyptian contemporaries,
Poasessed the secret of tempering copper to such a degree
of hardness that it could be used for tools and drills.““
We must not think of the ancient copper as the soft pure
sopper of today, since modern copper 1s refined through an

electric process.

d. Precious Stones

-—J‘---l'--—

U%her minerels whica the children of Israel con=-
tributed were "onyx stones, and stonss to be set in the
ephod, and in tlhe brsastplats.” (Ex. 25,7.) The stones
in the ephod were onyx (Ex. 28,9) and in the breastplate
there were thc sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald,
sapphirae, dlamond, ligure, agate, amethyst, beryl, onyx,
and jasper. (ix. 28, 9. 17=-20.) HNiost of the names gliven
to these stoncs in the English text have besn trans-
literated directly irom the Greek with the exception of
two, the emerald and diamond. HNeither the Septuagint nor
Josephus enlighten us on the identity of these gems. 1In
the 0ld Testament the terms for these gems ars very con=
fusing, and it is doubtful where we may classify them in
our eystem today. The "diamond," as we know it, is a
substance too hard to engrave; thersefore, according to

our terminology another stone beside the diamond m_ult

17, Nelson Glueck, 9.200115., P 17.




have becn set in the breastplote. The meaning of "beryl®™
18 too uncertoin to define. The mcaning of the "amethyst®
1s well estaoblished; the "carbuncle" designates the
emerald; wand the "sapphlre" secems to designate our lapis
lazull. OUns can offer the best information on these 0ld
Testament gews by drawing up a comparative 1ist in the

form of the followling caitalogue:s




GEM OFFERING

18 19
A. ¥V, RENDGRING GESENIUS DAVIS KNIGHT™"
l. SardiuS.ccces I‘UDY (red).-.-.. carnaliuni,.eesee J'&Spel‘....-.-...
{red)
2s i‘op&z--:--.-- top&z (,‘fellou)oo tol'u-ﬁOIOQUDDtl-. Sel‘pentine....-.
9. Carbuncle...., ©mereldscesesees CHOTELAcseessees Tock crystal.es..
4. EneralQ.ecees 7222729227977277°7 79277777777927777 £2TrNOticccssscee
(red)
D. Sepphire...ss Bopphireeessssses S6pphire.sesess. lapls lazuli....
6. Diamondeecceee OllyXevessevscnse Bal‘donyx 2272°%% jasper.--.-oonco
(green)
7. Lisurelon--oo 01)&1..-..----.-. Jacinth-oo-o---o quartz..-o-locoo
(yellow)
8. Asate.....-.- asate-.....-.-.. 22272%77%2222%2%22%27% ocarnellianicsceee
Do mmat‘-.-o. amethystececcces amathyst......u amethystecoscees
0, B esvecssa tO essascssses TR2272729707772°27 JEBPBI‘.-.----.-.
19> Byl ne (yellow)
ssseccee O sescescesces O senssvessesne relapﬂr.oooooooo
1ll., OnyX,sess . nyx nyx (grden]
12, Jasper..s..+s Jasper (green) .. JaSpPOrececssssse ONYEscossccsnvee

18, Willian Gesenius, ﬁ_ Hebrew _eﬁ_g English Lexioon of the 014 Testament,
Inclu the Bibllical Chaldee ssim,
e Y Davis. & Distionary of Bhe Sible, passim.

20. G, A, Frank XoIght, Nile and Jordam, p. 179.
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GEM OFFERING =— Continued

MARTINzl

GﬂrnElium.oooo-l
(red)
perldcticececeses
{yellovw-green)
emeraldlll...ll.
(green:red)
222027220 27227%%

1apiB lazull....
Jaﬁper;.........

zlrcon=-hyacinth.
(yellow)
chalcedonyescses
(red:black)
amﬂthyﬂtu-ooo-oo
(purple-violet)
7279722922729 7%%

on’:.-....-.-...
(red banded)
ASNDEL g5 ek n e
IOHOfr

PP

21. Daniel S, Martin, "Mineral Kingdom,"

726-742.

28, James Strong, Tha
23, Jumes Hastings, A

[ »]
STRONG=>

carnelien..cccces
(light red)
chrysolitecasess
{(bright yellow)
emeraldll‘.ll.ll
(grass green)
gﬂrnet.--...-.--
(dark red)
lapis lazuli,...
(desp blue)
chalcedonysseese
(pink)
Jacintheceasesse
(buff)
agate..--.......
(red streaks)
amethy'tl..l....
(purplish)
topaz..".l....l
(dull yellow)
bOryl.ececscsesce
(pale green)
Jaﬂ BT cenorcnnos
(olouded gray)

Tabernaocle of Israel 1n the
A DictIonary of

PETRIE

Early
J&Syar----.ooooll
(red)
serpentine.cesses
(yellow=green)
garnet= cerbuncle

quartz crystal...
1azuli...........
coOrunduf, ssscssee
[ V{1 ] T
(red streaks)
agate??77?2???72%7?
(black & white)
amethyst.cecsaces
Jaspereiessscscsas
(green)
onyx??2772777227?

Jaﬂper-oonnnnoooa
(dark green)

The Bible, Vol.

23

Late
Sard.-.-........

yeridot-n-o-----

eneraeld.cecsceve
lazulicesesneoes
corundWesesvseces
agatBisscenssnse
agatesssceccncse
amethystececncee
topBZecesecesnne
ONYXessossososssnse

Jasperessssccesne

The People's Bible Enoxolonedla,

Pe 68.

Desert
"'Iv—ip. 619-621



2. Materiasls Trom the Vegetable Kingdom

The items, viilch the vegetable kingdom supplied,
wers "fine linen," "ghittim wood," "oil,™ and "splces.™
(Ex. 25, 4-6.)

a. Fins Linen

The Hebrew word uiul 1s a difficult word to ex-
plain, Whether it denotes linen or cotton is much de-
bated. Ll is a word borrowed from the old Egyptian

shentl. The Septuagint translates @ uo-ré'f » Dyssus,

"Linen" is not an impossible translation, Breasted
reports that flax was plentifully cultivated already
under the Old Kingdom (29802475 B.C.) in Egypt.>®
Thomson and Rewlinson, who inspected Egyptian mummy
ocloths, discovered it to be invariably linen.‘.?"" This
alone cannot determine the meaning of LLi L4} . Ancient
tombs also give up mumies wrapped in cotton o]ntit.‘?"
The meaning of the word indicates whiteneln; and this
speaks in favor of cotton fabric. To this day the Arabs
apply shesh to fine muslin, which 1s a cotton cloth.
Gesenius is of the opinion that Lui1ll designates the

24, Jumes Henry Breasted, A History of t, p. 96.
25, J‘amieson, Fausset. aﬁdﬁrwn, *'ﬂ?men on

the 01d legstament, vol. I, p. 383,
5' ohn Davis, "I.‘.l.non." A Dictionary of the Bible,
Pe 45‘.




Egyptian byssus, a wiite, fine and costly eotton._”
Kell maintalns that the anclents often employed the term

"fine linen™ to designate cotton oloth.za

b, Saittim ocod

Another betanical offering was "shittim wood" of
the shittah tree. (Luther trunslates this as fir tres.)
This building meterial was cut out of forests of Acacia
nilotica, which grew in the southern part of the Sinaitic
Penlnsula end in Egypt.zg This is the only tree found on
the Peninsule. In the vicinity of Sinal travellers still

may see tie acacia.

The Acacla nilotica 1s a spreasding tree, rising to
a height of twenty to twenty-five feet, with a gay bi-

pinnate follage, blue blossoms, and long thorns. The
wood is very hard, close-grained, end light in weight.
It 1s indestructible by insects and resists deca;r even
in water, lihen freshly ocut, it his a yellow hue, but as
it dries, it becomes dark, almost black like ebony.

Such trees Turnished the lumber for the Sanotuary.

27, William Gesenius, A Hebrew and English Lexicon
of the Old Testament, p. 1113.
e . oarl Friedrich Kell, Manual of Bibliocal

Archeolo vol. I De 105. .
20, *zmn Davil'a. "ghittah Tree," A Dictionary of the
BibJ.E, Do 716.




C. 0il

The otf'fering of oil was the oil from the olive tres.
(Bx, 27,203 50,24.) Even though the Israelites of the
EXxodus dld not see Canaan, the land of olive groves,
they wiere mcquainted with this specles of flora. (Deut.
24,20.) They obtained pure oil by beating the berry to
rleces and crushing it; +then they placed the meat in a
basket and allowed the oil to £low out.o0

There is no evidonce that the olive tras grew on
the Peninsula of Sinail, From where did the Israelites
cbtain the clive fruit? Merchants from the north might
have gold thils »nroduct to them, or they brought the oil
out off Lgypbt. ILgypt imported large quantities of oil
from cmmu:151m1d Tyre. (of. Eg. 27,17.) This precious
oll was used in the sorvice of the Sanoctuary,

d, Spices

The vegetable kingdom also supplied a var!.et; of
spices. These were "myrrh," "olnnamon,"™ "calamus,"™ and
"gagsia,” (Ex. 30, 23-24.); "stacte," “galbanum," and
nfprankincense." (Ex. 50,34.) Ve shall defins each of
these aromatics briefly.

30, John Davis, '0il," op. cit P« 558,
31, G. A. Frank Knignt, Nile and Jordan, p. 177.




The "myrrh" of the anclent Hebrews was derived from
the Iragrant bark of the Balsamodendron Myrrha, the '
Shrubbs Necs. Pliny tells us that it grew in Arlbh.sa

2. Cinnauion

The "eolnnamon® was an eromatic bark produced by tha
Gi_nne.m-onum seylanicum, It flourished in mbia.as The
oll was obtained by means of a distilling process. It

was golden~yellow in color and possessed a plcasing aroma,

#3. Calamus

The Hebrew word for "calemus® denotes a reed or cans.
Ferhaps the Andropogon caelemus aromaticus of Indla is

meent, It gave off a highly sweet scent .54

#4. Gassia

It may have been an aromatic bark resembling the
olmnamon, less fragrant and less valuable.®® The Revised
Version in the margin suggests the Goa_tus, a plant identi-
fied with the Aplotaxlis lappa of China, which is valuable

for its odoriferous root .56

32, Joun Davis, “Myrrh," A D:I.ctl.ona_rz of the B!.blo
p. 583, from Pliny xii, 16.

33, Jonn Davisa, "Cinnamon,"™ op. olt,, p. 142.

54. John .'Duvis. "Calamus, ™ op. oit., D. 109.

35. Willlieu: Gesenlus, A Hahm ""I'ﬁ ;&__

of the 0ld Testament, p. 9
= T 38, John Davis, "Gaasia,‘ A Dictionary of of tne nm-
Do 123,

e
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#5 » Stacte

The Greek word "atacte"™ indicates a substance which
flows out in drops. lany exegetes identify it with the

styrax officinalls of Asia iiinor. This is a small shrub
37

enitt ing fragrunt resin.
#6. Galbanum

It secms to have come from two Persian plants, the

Ferula galbaniflua and the Ferula rubrlcaull.s,aa which

produced o gum-like substanca. "It 1s u greasy, sticky,
granulatcd resin, presenting a vinitlish appearance at
first, but ufterwards changing to yellow, &nd having a
pungent odor und taste, and which, when mixed with
fragrant subsbances, has the effect of increasing the

odor and fixing it :I.on;:;e::.“39

#7. Frankincense

"Pprankincense" was an aromatic, a gummed resin from
the frankincense tree. The rlnest ‘quality had a white
eolor, and vhen dried, gave off a balsamlc odor. People
of antiquity knew four species of this sples, two of

wnich were zrown in india, one on the Somall coast of

37. John Davis, "Stacte,"™ op. cit., p. 742.

2. Jonn Davis. "Galbanim,¥ sycioftesan-uliess

39, Carl Friedrich Keil, Manual of Biblical
Archeology, vol. I, P. 12l.

!
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Africe, ond one on the southern coast of Arabia. ' 1

Often the question is ralsed where did the Israel-
ites obtain &ll these spice rarities and treasures when :
the splce ccuntrics were thousands of miles away? Une-
hesltatingly we answer, "Egypti" Archeologlcel evidence
supports the Bible statements that the Israelites were
able to acouire these spices in Egypt. A minute investi-
gation of Egyptian mu'j'nles and relics shows that these
spices were in usc.ﬂ' The eastern merchants, "wise men

from the east," traded with the Egyptians in these goods.

S, laterials from the Animal Kingdom

The animal kingdom contributed sbundantly materials
for the Sanctuary. From the zoological realm the Israel=
ites offered "onycha" (Ex. 30,34), "blue, purple, 2nd
scarlet" (Bx. £25,4), "goats! hair" (Ex. 25,4), rans'
skins dyed red and badgers' skins.® (Ex. 25,5.)

- 1 Gg cha

"Onycha," onyx according to the nominative form,
was one of the ingredients mixed in the saored inocense.

40, John Davls, "Frankincense," A Dictionary of the
Bible, « 240, : g

411: Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, A Commentary of = 'J
the 0ld Testament, vol. I, P« 403. o




This substance was taken from the operculum (lid cover=
ing the opening of the shell) of a shell mollusc called

the Strowbus or wing-shell. It thrived in large numbers

in the Mediterranean end Red E:‘:en:t.'la

b. Dyves

#l. Blue

It seems to have been a violet purple dye as dis-
tinet from "purple." The colored substance was procured
from a shellflsh, the Hellx Ianthina, whose habitat was
on the rocky coestline of Phoeniola.4®

2. Furple

Tihe color was rather reddish purple. Thls precious
dye was obtalned near Tyre from a shellfish, HMurex
trunculus.44 Ine substance for the dye was taken from
the secretion gland in the neck. The slimy fluld was
white until exposed to the sunlight. The Phoenicians
developed the purple dye lndustry to a high degree and

gupplied the Iediterranean markets.

42, Jaues Hasting, "Onycha. " A Dictionary of the
Bible, vol. III, P. 624.

43, G. W. Thetcher, "Color," op. cit., vol. I,
p. 457.

44. Charles Hgndall Barnes, The People‘'s Bible

Encyclopedia, p. 220.



i#3. Secarlet

The original words read, "crimson=worm." The
veptucglint trenslation designates that the scurce of

the dye was Coccus ilicels, an insect called Xermes.

The femule nsect attached herself to the leaves and
twigs of the oal, formed a lump growth about the size
of a pesu, und survived on the juices. Shs was violet=
black, without wings, and was filled with red ezgs.

The insect ubounded chiefly in Palestine and Asia I.i:l.z’m:!.'."5
i4. Red

The Hebrew word D‘Tg designates the red color of
blood, perhaps dark red. The source of the red pigmant

is unknown.

¢. Goats'! Uair

The goats of the Israclites were closely related to
the sheep. There were a few rpoints of difference: the
goats! norns turned backwerds; they had different habits.
These goats belonged teo the Capra mambrica family.“
Their ears hung down one foot below thelr horns. Thsir

hair was brownish black and possessed a waterproofing

45, G. /. Thatcher, "Color," A Dictionary of the
Bibls, vol. I, p. 457,

46. John Davis, "Goat,"™ A Dictionary of the Bible,
De. 263,
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quality. This halr was gathered and woven into durable

cloth which resisted moisture and rendered warmth,

St. Paunl used thls same material in his tent business.

(Acte 18,%.) <The Sedouins of the desert to this day use :
goat=halr fabric for tents. 1
d_. Hides

#l. Qams® Skins

The roms were Lthe male of the sheen, The femsles
were not used for marketing. The Hebrews herded them in
Lgypt before leading them into the wilderness. (Ex. 10,9.)
These sheep belonged to the Ovis laticaudata family and
waere bred from eerly timea.47 A physical character of
speclal intercst was their fat tails' which ordinarily
welghea from ten to rifteen pounds. The "rams' skinsw
were used as a covering on the Tabernaclse, The wWool was
removed from the hide by means of lime, and a tincture
pi'eparation of' oak bark made the hide pliable and dura=

ble through the acid action of the Juioe.‘a

#2. Badgera' Skins

God asked the Israelites to offer their "badgers®

47, John Davis, "Sheep," oit. Pe 706.
48, John Davis, “Tanner,“ cit., p. 759
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gkins.” The people usad this materlal for making shoes
(Bzek. 16,10), but the Lord had a greater need for it.

J8 would Suy Ghabt He asked for the shoes from off thelr
fest; however, o supplied this need by preveuting their
shoes from wearing oubt. (Deut. 29,5.) God planned to
uge their "badgers' skins®™ for the Tebernacle as an outer

protection asainst the bright sun and soiling rain,

The source of these skins has been a problem. The
Septuagint renders the translation es '"red skin," desig-
nating & color rather than an animal. The Talmudists
almost unanimously hold that UWTTJ) refers to an animal,
It ig true that the cormon badgers, lleles vulgaris, did

exiat in .‘c-:‘l-:a:—:1',:i.na.49 There is a probability that they

might have inhebited the Sinal Peninsula. The Arabs em—
ployed ths term tuchas in referring to sea animals. It
glgnified either the dolphin (sea cow), P orp'oise (ro=

lated to the sea cow), halicore (dugong), or phoca ( soal).so
These animals were found in the Red Sea. Cn the Hebrew
word Ui 7Y T Gesenius and Edward Robinson have this to
offer: "__ But not improbably the Hebrsws designated

under this one name both the seal, the badger, and also

other lilke snimels whieh tliey did not know nor distinguish

49, John Davi.;s "Badger," op. cit. y.. 72.
50. Charles Randall Bernes, The People's Bible
Encyclopedia, p. 53. e




accwrately. ---- ——- Thus far Gesenius, whose arguments
on this difricult topic it has secemed better to let
stand, Buv thougn it were sdmitted, that seals and
dolphins might huve besn called by onc nmme, yet it 1is
scarcely crodible thut the badger should be included
under the SGlGje.ceecss.ssseassss That the ancients
covered tholir btents wita ssul-sking in order to vrotect
theu from lichtuing, 1s related by Pliny, H.N. 2. 56,
goup. rlub. Symp. 5. 9. Sueton. Octav. c. 90. 4And as a
Tiner kind oi siwes can be zlso made of skins of this
sort (Ez. 1. c.) 1t scems probable thet the seal is the
W51

aningl intended ... Kell discovered that the hallicore

skin would wlso serve the purposs well. Some argue that
1t is too thlck, tough, and coarse to be sulted for the
orhumental sandGuls of women, but Xeil shows that the

halicore skin formed in two layers, an .upper and lower.
The upper layer was wsll adapted for the covering of the

52
fabernacle, the lower layer for delicate sandals.

51, William Gesenius, 4 Hebrew and English Lexicon
of the 0ld Zestams nt. pe. 1137,

~5g. Jawieson, rausset, znd Brown, A Commientary on
the 0ld Testamsnt, vol. I, p. 384.
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CHAPTER IV

ENGINEERS AWD BUILDERS

A8 we have sesn in a previous chapter, God drew up
the plans for the Sanctuary of Israel and revealed them
to loses so that the people could carry them out, God,
through l'oses, sent kHis plan from Sinal down to the
people at the foot of the Mount, God outlined prepa=
rations for the building project and essigned specific
men of ebility to cccomplish His work., God knew too,
that lioses would not be able to superintend the work 1:
person because of his many duties connected with the
spiritual welfare of the reople. Therefore, "He chose
by name Bezelsel asnd Aholiab,"—- men well qualified to

execute Cod's pl:’n. ,.Ex- 51, 2.5-)

1, Sunerintendent Bezeleel

Bezaleel ('under the proteotion of God!) was made




el

the supervisor of all the work. He was the son of Uri
and grendson. of Hur, a patriarch who had been associated
with Awron during the absence of Moses. (Bx. 17,12.) He
stemmed from the highly honored tribe of Judah. Bezaleel
was & man of anility, a skilled ertisen, who consecrated
his talents to the serviee of tha lord. He wes entrusted
with the responsibllity of directing the work so that
every detailsd job would meet the speéifieation of the
Glvine pattern. The faet that God always finds capable
lauders throush whom to ccecomplish His ends is again here
avidenced 1. the choice cof Bezaleel. For he indeed was

able to carry the reaponsibllities for so greut a task!?

2. Chief .ssistant Aholiab .

God also provided Bezalesl with an assistant. He
appointed Alioliab to serve in this capacity. Aholiab be=-
longed to tle tribe of Dan and was the son of Ahisamach.
Ahnoliab cume {rou one of the minor tribes. He was not a
nan of renowned parsntage but represented a lower class
of Hebrew soclasty. iHe, like Bezaleel, posseased ability

and skills which he had acquired as a oraftsman in Egypt.

3. filse=hecarted iien and ‘iomen

There wes = job for svery volunteer worker. Bub in

order to eguip eash volunteer with the knowlsdge and




gkill of @ FirSt-class artiean, the Lord £1lled Bezaleel
and ihollad wWith wisdom so that they night use thelr

gonlus to UOUCL OLACYS Uhe aiill whieh they had learned.

offered clueir Scrvicus to the Lord. Among these there
perhaps werc u&ny who had been unable to conbribute
eurthly gocds but were gled to offer their efforts,
labors, ano Galents. The artistic work which the Sanctu=-
ary reguircd presented an opportunity for every man and
woman wio aud pursued speclalized trades in Egypt. For
the spliner bhere wsre fibers to spin; for the dyer there
were Lhrcude o Lye; ror the weaver Lihsre was yarn to
weave; foui vl taunsr there were Lides to cure; for the
vooderattemay heres was lunbsyr Lo work; for the smith
thers werc cuctings to mold and plating to doj; and for
the engraver taere were prescicus stones to out., Every

artizen hed a Jjob,

4, Zgypblen lnfiuence on the Builders

These artisans came from the land of Egypt. This
land proved to be & training camp for the bullders of the
Sanctuary. ‘Tne HEgyptians needed workmen, and in order to
obtain enough crattsmen to ocoupy the work benches, forge
the metals; and manipulate the looms, they engaged slave
luborers to work in thelr shops. Jmong many of these




laborers were Hebrews who helped produce many ploons'o‘t
fipe art. Certalnly the builders of the Sanctuary were
influenced by Lgyptian ert from the pre=-Exodus ages.

8. Skilled lietallurglsts

The IZgyptiens' skill in the field of metallurgy is
unsurvpessable. "NHothing can surpass the gold work of the
Bgrptiens in the art of jewelry found a® Dahahur."l At
the great museum at Calro there are two gold necklaces

of the Tinsst workmanship: the one has a delicate butter-

Tly design; the other has three small elght-pointed stars.
Another picce of curious work on display is a dagger with
& heavy ¢old sccket, a hilt studded with precious stonss,
&nd & crescent-shaped pommel of lapls lazull, Here is
also an estonishling display of hawk breastpins which are
only one and & hell inchnes in size. Each feather is a
gepurute gem set Lo gold. The breastplates, however, sur=
pass all uriicles in the cases. Their bases are castings
of solid goid, =nd on their convex faces are bird and
flower designs skllifully inlaid with precious stonos.a

"The Dgyprtlans possessed all the knowledge necessary for

manipulating gold: gilding, hammering gold threads,
ote."’ A coffin from e tomba of the kings, having five

o J\ 4
1. G. A. Frenk XKnight, Nile and Jordan, p. 1"‘-«",:.',
. Melvin G. Kyle, ‘.L‘ht'a People's ﬁﬁfﬁn ok
. 1207.
- 3. G. A. Fronk Xnight, Nile and Jordan, p.
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8ldes faced with beaten plates of gold, oan be seen

at Ga.:l.:-o.‘jr ¥rom suoh plates wires were out, harmexred,
Tolled into eyliindrieal sliaps, and embroidered intoc blue,
Purple, snd scariet febrics. Petrie shows that the
Bgyptians rolled gold thread out of strips cut from
slheets and contends that the &ilding of the tzbernacle
voards wust heve been accompllshed by the usuval Fgyptian
method of sticking tuick gold-foil firmly to the wooden
bese. The Egyptians also excellsd in producing other
netnls, Ther developad & process of refining and Lemper=
ing copper vhich no modern ingenuity can reproduce. This
knowlodge must hove hud & greed influencs con the bullders

of the Sanciuary.

b, Skilled Cloth Menufacturers

The Bgyptions possessed a remarkable knowledge and
okill la manufucturing fine cloth. Wilkinson informs us
that the Zgzyptians made 1t e practics to dye the yarn be=
fore wieaving it into cloth.® They dyed with red and. blue
dyes several thousand years before the Christian era.

4. Melvin G. Kyle, The People's Bible Enoyclopedia,
P. 1206,
5. "'. llc Flindel‘s Petrie.' "GOldmth," A motlﬂ&!!
of the Bible, vol. II, p. 226,
James Hastings, "Dyeing, cit., vol. I, D.
631, .l.‘rma wilicinson, Ancient E 1'. I:l.. Pe 106. ed. 1878,
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Their tombs ravealed beautiful indigo-blue gamaents.? In
the Ceiro museuvs ops can £till sce pleces of embreidery
Work in Llue wulich kes been rrescrved for three thousand
five iundred years.® wpabrios founa in the tombs of

Egypt prove shat thoee who dyed them wust have been ex=

perts in the applicaticn of substances which do not

lmmediately rsveal their coclouring .zgower."9 Pliny re=

ports that the Lgyptizas were the invantors of weaving.lo

Breasted's stataucnt colneldss nlcely with Exodus 35,25

hen he says, "The women of the serfs on the greas 5
(ugrptlon) eastates were the spinners end '::eave::s.“ll Yie

Kiow Lhat in Israel good housewives were engaged in

cloth manufachtur in];-,-‘, ® (]:".L‘OV. 51. 21-25, )

c. Skilled Tanners

Already cesrly in history the Egyptisns developed

highly the leather industry. "Flinders Petrie says that

red-dyed leather was made in Egypt before B.G. 3000.m12

7. G. 4. Frunk Enight, Nile and Jordan, p. 176,.from
wilkinson, ii, p. 1l64.

€. lelvin G. Iyle, The People's Bible IEncyclopedla,
P. 1207, :

9. Encyclopaedic Brltannica, "Dylng,™ vol, 7, p. 789.

10, G, 4. Frank Knight, Nile and Jordan, p. 176, from
Pliny's Higtoria Naturalls, 11, p. 96. |

11, James lienry breasted, A History of Egypt from
Serlisst Times, p. €6. :

e G. . Thatcher, "Color - 'Red'," A Dictionary of

the Eible, vol, I, p. 457,




This process 1is depicted on Fgyptlan m.onumnnts.l5 The

Egyptiane rovoved the heir from the hides with lime ooO=

lubion or vie asid juices of the Peripcloca sccamine, a

desert plaut. For three days thoy treated the skin with
flour and calt ond seraped away the fat ond waste moteri-

als, The stelk of the Peripoloca secamine they mixed in

water znd arplied this tincturs to the imner surface of

s

the skin., This caused the hairs to loosen. Then they
aried the skin from two tc three deys. They tzrned the

lszthsr with the pods of the Sunt or Aczcia nilotica or

lesaves ol certain specles of the Oumee, Rhus coriaria or

AT ' 14
Rlius oxycantholdes. Herodotus states that the Libyan

trites of llorth africa were okillad in tkis art.ls In

Lgypt "the tenner had thoroushly mestered the art of
curing the nides, and produced fine soft skins, which
they ayed in «l1 cclours, covering stools and chairs,
neds and cushkions, and furnishing gay canoples-and

16
paldacnins."

13. G. A. Frank Knight, Nile and Jordan, p. 176,
from Jilkinson, anclient Zgypt, 11, p. 186.

14. Jumes Hestings, A ﬁIationag[ of the 5ible,
vol. IV, p. 677. :

15. G. 4. ¥rank Knight, op. oit., p. 176, from
Herocotug, iv, 18u. :

16. James Henry Breasted, A History of Egypt from
Earliest Times, p. 26,




de Skillecd Currentere

The HBgyptians vere eslsc woodoraftsmen. From the

Acacie seysl tinbers they cerved ths dcora of temples,

bullt scered bouts, and made tas royal rurn.tture.l7 One
exiiibit in the Calro museum furnishes an amezing example
of Dgypbian vorikuenship. This exhibit, which attracts
every trovellsr's eye, is a great carved door with hori=
zontal pancls. YThe lowest panel 1s a serles of repre=
gentations of docrs; the next above 1a made up of alter-
nating groups of ormementel hieroglyphs; and above these
are two lurger penelo of scenes of the king himself,
ThothmesII, surrounded by his names and titles, and
delicate tracery of the blrds and enimals and flovers
of the hieroglyphs bruughﬁ out in &l)l the rounded soft=-
rese of low relief, the most difflcult snd beautiful of
ell earwin;."la fhe ccllection of wooden statuasy shows
in gencral tihe remarkeble =billty with which the

Egyptions applied their tools,

Js ses, than, thaet God had His purpose for bringing
the ilebrews directly into contact wiﬁh Egyptian art.

18. Helvin G. Kylse, Theripgg}a'a snoyciopedia,
pP. 1206.

17. Ge. A. ¥ronk Knight, Hile and Jordan, p. 177.
Bible S




Through sueh contacte God, in view of Wi
preparing eikillful workeve who would er

leerned their trmdes; 1n iaypt they scquired
skills. Certsinly tbis is one aspsct of their
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CUHARTER V

THE CUBIT MIASURE

Lt is obvious that beforz we are able to draw any
plan of a struecture, we must decids on a scale of
neasurenent to which sush a drawing will conform. The
necourenent of the Courbt, Tebernaele, and furniture
uere civen In Sorme of cubit-lengths. This measure has
bocn wid olll!l ramains a problen for Bible studanta.
the Ingllish languags took the word cublt dirsctly from
the Lati~ ewbit-wn. Ihe Latins adopted this word from
the sSeptuagint Xv@«Tor. All three words have an
identical meaning -—— "an slbow or elbow=-length."
Translitzrution was forced upon the tramnslators. They
had zno ade-;'.h;teA word tc express the orig:l.n.al oonoopt;
The Hshrew word for cubit meant nothing more ﬁo the
tranclasors than ?99292%27?7??%7? —— unknown length. Ve
may draw & parallel with the word Blitzkrieg. This
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Gsrman word cannot be adequately trenslated into the

English languege. For this reason the original form
Blitz:k.rieg-: is transliterated directly into ths English
iv crder tc preserve the force of its original mzaning.

How many :‘nglish speaking people use this term without

knowing ite original meaning only to reflect a con-
tenptabls -'Iif:u.;mcli.:..tion on the Nazl military tactics. By
the same development the term oubit cams to be used only -
to reflect u usasure without knowing its exact length.

The dictloneries give us 1little help., All that the Hebrew
term ?TQ'S;& ("cubit™) can mean is: in a few instances,
"foundation"” and "mebropolis"; more specifically,
"foreorn; und for length, "eubit.” bBut this does not

settle the uvroblen of a cublit-length.

1. Historicol Resume of the Cubit

The derivatlon of soms of the standard measureents
among the Hebrews ls indeed interesting. In our present
Gdiscusslion we are concerned only with the small linear
measures. Lhe terms for these lincar measures were taken
from perts of the human body. The "finger" (Jer. 52,21),"
althougzh it does not enter into the measurements of the
Sanctuary, was the smallest u:;:l.t of’ measure and equalled
the breadtih of & human finger; the "handbreadth™ (Ex. 26,
25) sgualled the width of the palm or four fingers of




fqual sliz; the "span” (Bx. 28,16) egualled the distance
of the outstrstohed band from the tip of the little
finger to tha tip of the thumb; and the “eubit" (Bx, 25,:
10) squallss ths length of tha forearm or the distance
from the end of the elbow %o the tip of the index finger.
How we may set up a relative table which would read as
follows:

4 fingers === ] hendbreadth
d handbresdths === 1 span
12 fingers == 1 span
£ spans === 1 cubit
6 lendbreadths =—== ] cubit
24 ifingers == 1 cubit

When we compare these relative measures on normally

propertioned indlvidu:als, we find the ratios to flgure

out perfectly.

The cublit was a standard measure not only among the
Hebrews but azlso umong the Lgyptians and Babyloniens.
The Egyptiens had two cubit-lengths. The *moderate’
Bgyptien cubit, as Herodotus states,l contained six hand-
breadiths. The 'royal' Egyptlan cubit was a handbreadth
longer than the *'mcderate? t.m'bfl.t.a From a measuring stiock

found in the kings' tombs, it is quite likely that the

1, John Davis, "Cubit," A Dictionary of ths Bible,
p. 155, from Herodotus, ii, 149,
2. John Davis, "Gu.'bit," OBD. ﬂito, Pe 155.

l
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'royal! Esvptian cubit messured 20.64 mcshaa.5 Wilkinson
believes that ths HZzyptisns used only one cubit of uni-
form lengtin us their standard measure., He made ocareful
neagurements in Egypt on the basis of cubit records and
fized the Egyptian cubit at 2(».625.4 But what would

prevenl Chis figure from equalling only the 'royal?®! cubit?

The Babylonlan system of measurement was similar to
the Egyptlian system. The Babylonian system also operated
with two standards. Archeological discoveries show us
that the "moderate' Babylonlian cublt was 20.65 or 21.26
inches lonE.E There seems also to have been a "royal"
Babylonian cubit which was three fingerbreadths longer
than the 'moderate' cubit.® This would make the total
length of the *royal' cubit 23.23 or 23.91 inches. It
is quite possible that the 'royal' Egyptian cubit and
the cubit of LZzekiel (Ezek. 43,13) were theoretically

egual tc the ‘'moderate' Babylonian cubit.
2., Caldecott's Cublt

In discussing the Bebylonia cubit we cannot pass

3. John Davis, "Cubit," op. eit., p. 155.
4, Charles Handell Barneg, "Cubit," The People's
Bible Ineveclopedia, p. 710, from Wilkinson, Anolen
Lfﬂ'at, 11, p. £07.
5. John Davis, "Cubit," A Dictionmary of the Bible,
s 155, ‘
2 €. John Davis, "Cubit," op. cit., p. 155, from
Herodotus, 1, 178.
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over the investigation of Rev. W, Shaw Caldecott. His
basis of esteblishing the cubit of Moses rests on two

anclent inscrintions, the Senkereh Tablet and the Soale
of Gudesa.

in 10850 Lr. . K. Loftus discovered some baked clay
tablets in u number of tombs at Senkereh, a small Arabian
village in southern uabylouia.v One of these tablets,
dating baclz to 3000 B.C., bears Cuneiform impressions of
a table ol sguares. Inscriptions appear on both sides
of the tablet. OUn the reverse side are squares and cubes
perfectly preserved; the frauctions and multiples on the
obverse side are however imperfeotly preserved. Sir
Henry lawlinson worked on the fragmsntary obverse side
and sttempted to restore some of the missing figures.
Caldecott supplied those figures which Rawlinson did not

regtore.

iir. &, de sSarzec, a I'rench explorer, excavated at
the 2izht of wuncient Lagash (Telloh), one hundred and
thirty milse scutheaust of Babylon. In 1881 he found there
nine heedlsss statuss of diorite (a black stone as hard
as grenite)., One of these statues represents the Sumerian

petesl (king) Gudea in the act of worshipping his god.

7. . Shaw Jaldecott, The Tabernaole, Its History
&nd Structure, p. 1181f,

|
!
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‘-l.ﬂ' l..(...'lu...- ol S ;I.U-I- J..el.r. Ll l-‘-L‘:_._- er’ a:ld ot his knees lies
& sled of st.ns. On thls slab the ground plan of a
pelace cnd = secole ol weueurenonts appesr. The soale,

Cagraved on the outer edre of the slab, shows two lines

bisected ’ Wl resular murks to indicate units of measure. 5
It is unfortunete thut two cornera of the slsb have been
broken off and lost. Its discoverer, as well as Frofessor
Houmel, have attempted to reproduce the missing parts.
Caldecott added hi. conjectures to the suppositions of

these men.

iev. Culdecott, by using the Zenkereh Tablet and
Gudes Scale, buses his conclusions for fhe measurements
of the s.croed buildings of the Jews upon the practice
ol the iesopctamians. "There were in common and every=
dey use in decopotamlia three 'ells' or cubit-=lengths,
ecch of wiich vas appllied in a specific anéd separate de-~
partnment of trade and human in‘herest.“a This discovery
was announcad by the Royal Asiatic Society in December
of 1902.9 In the yuarterly Statement of the Palestine
Exploration Society {(January, 1902) the followinz con=
clusion appearcd: "There wore three cubits of the re=-

spectives length of 9/10, 12/10, and 15/10 of an English

i
8. ¥. Shew Caldscott, op. cit., p. 161,
g9, W. Shaw caldeoott: op. oit., p. 161, from "The : }
Linear lisasures of Babylonia about ﬁ.c. 2500, " Journal of ; p
the Royal asiatic Society, (April, 1903), pp. 257=-283. J



foot, the first of which wes used exclusively for zold
énd gold=-tapsstry work, the second for bullding purposes,
anG the third for measuring areas only.“lo Mr. S. Vilseman,
of the finglish lission Hospital in Jerusalem, issued the
statement in 1904: "About Lifty years ago there were
actially cthree dirferent ocubits or 'dira' (arm) in ordi-
AETy use in u.Last.ine."ll The were a) the dird baladi,
the neasure for linen msuufuctured in Egypt, which

egualled 22 /5 iaches, b) the diraad lstambouli, the

cubit of Couscantinople Tor measuring European cloth,
ualeh equalled 263 luches, end ¢) the land dirs®, the
gubit for lund measurements, which equalled 30 inches.

BU we see Gihel the system of linear meaunurements in
ancient ilesopotumisa wnd modern Falestine together with
the Jenkerci Jublet and Gudea Scale govern Caldecottt®s
Judgments in cstablishing the cubit of the Sanctuary at
Sinai. By mcans of these sources Calaecoit employs thres
differcnt cubit-lengths in reconstructing the Sanoctuary:

"z) Cubib used in the plotting of the Tabernacle
dours, 1 £t. 6 ins.

b) Cubit used in the erectlon of the Tabernacle
and Tent, 1 1/5 £t.

¢) Cubitc used in the making of ths gold—embnidered
Veil and ths ten Curtains, 10°E inches."

10. /. Shaw Caldecott, op. cit., p. 16l.
11, «. saaw Galdeoobt, ops Clbss, footnote 2, p. 161.
12, . Shaw Gﬂldecott, Ohe Clt,., Pe 165.



=05t Uld Yesbtement scholars do not recognize
Caldecott's findings of 1906 as scientifiec. How shall

we evaluate his conclusions? First of all, he proves

to be unscientific by the way in which he tries to invent
a sorez or fence. ie sees & soreg in

Numbers 1€, £2-23: "Nelther must the
children of Israel henceforth come nigh
the tebernucls of the congregation, lest ‘““,““b

they bear sin, and die. But the levites

shall do the services of the tabernacle

of the conzregation, and they shall bear Fig. A. a ©b, Soreg
their iniquity: it shall be & statute Wit o

for ever throughout your generestions; that among the
children of Israel they huve no inheritance.® From these
passages Caldecott deducts a partition fence which divided
the Court into two equal parts. He imagines an erected
physical borrier. He hiuself admits t.h-at in Soripture

the soreg "comes into view, not clearly, but dililJ.y.":l's

Secondly, he is unsoientific because he invents a
north gate. He deducts this oreation from the premises
that according to the Levitical Law the priest "shall
lay his hand upon the head (taken as cattle) of his

13. W, Shaw Caldecott, op. oit., p. 174.



offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of
tae cungvesation,® (Lev. 5,2); "He shall lay his hend
upon the heal (teken as sheep and goats) of his offering,

end k11l it before the tubernacle of the co ation, "

(Lev, 3,8); and "He shall kill it on the side of ths altar
northward before the lord." (Lev. 1, lla.) He tries to
support his argument with Ezeklel's Temple (Ezek. 40,39=
40), planned some 800 years later. Furthermore, he states
that nethematics demands a north gate. "The sixty pillers
around the court left a vacancy of one in the cirouit....
seesscaused by the inability to use a sixty-flrst'pilhr.'u
He admits that this hiatus is not directly referred to in

the Book of Txodus.

Thirdly, caldecott's conclusions as to the true
length of the cubit are unscientific because they rest
on many conjectures. In the case of the Senkereh Tablet,
it is true that two hundred 'ei'ghty-;i.ve separate charao-
ters ars preserved, but almost an equel number had to be
gdded. In the case of the Gudea Scals, portions of the
scale are broken off, and .again suppositions had to be

nede .

Fourthly, Caldecott seems to dlsregard certain faots.
He seens to disregard the fact that the four hundred

14, W. Shaw Caldecott, op. oit., p. 172.
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thirty year sojourn in Egypt hed a dirsct influence on
the Israelives., Kanight, in his chapter entitled “Egyp-
tian Influence,” subseribes tc Professor Kemmedy's con=
clusion: "The Hebrews used the Egyptian not the Baby=

lonisn cubit Tor masureman‘b."ls It also seems that

Caldecott disregards the differsnce between the Hebrew
"oublt" (Lx. 25,10) and the Hebrew "cubit and an hand
breadth® (Ezek. 40,5; 43,13) and intends to use his
triple cublt measure for all the sacred edifices of the
Jews.m Certainly ws would not subscribe to such an

arbitrary cubit,

. The Iiebrew Cubit

The old ilebrew cubit presents a diffiocult problem.
This problem exists because the Bilble ':I.'/ecqrds no scale
of distances or ~ives no figures for the length of the
cubit, The writer of Exodus does not deem it necessary
to give the exact numerical value of = cubit. A cublt-
langth in the days of loses was common every-day know-
ledge. when we speak of a pound of gold, do we always
modify its weight by adding that it should not be figured
according to the sixteen ounce avoirdupois standard but
rather asccording to the twelve ounce troy standard; or

15, G. A. Frank Enight, Nile and Jordan, p. 173.
16, . Shatv ualdacott,' ‘BernaoIe its History
and Strueturs, pp. 164-165.



when we speak of a foot, do we elways stipulate its

egquivalsnce to twelve inoches?

No verbal description of the Sanctuary can replace
the accuracsy of measursument whioh an actual blueprint

would give., Fithout a blueprint or without a figure

expressly qualifying the cubit we are not sble to know
exactly the length of the o0ld Hebrew cubit., No one up
to the mresent tine can prove counclusively that he knows
its exact length. e shall however alm to gain a com=
posite pilcture wnd accurats proportion by working with

3
:

. the cubit. we shall estimate our cubit-=length by draw=-
inz our conclusions from the beat avallable sources and

the most convineing judgments.

Like the Babylonians and Egypilans, the Hebrews also
had a two cubit standard. It is evident that there was
an 'old (moderate) cubit' before the Exile and a Sgreat
(royal) cubit® after the Exlle, The measure of loses
was the 'old cubit?! or "cubit of a man" (Deut. 3,11),
and the measurs of Lzekiel ‘m;s the 'gréat cubit?,
Ezekiecl describzd the 'great cubit'! as "a measuring ;
reed of six cubits long by the cubit and an hand breadth,"
(Ezek. 40,5); or "The cublt is a ocubit and an hand
breadth." (Zzek. 43,13.) The Chronicler of Solomon's
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day recognized a two ouﬁit. standard among the Hebrews

by writing: "The length by cubita aftsr the 2irst
(older) measurs.m (& Chron, 3,3.) The *moderate?
Hebrew cubii measurad two spnna,”and ths ‘royal'! Hebrew
cubit measured two spans and a handbreadth. The former
measure 1s the cubit of the Sanctuary, since Ezekiel

lived =zome eizht hundred yeers after the time of Hoses.

I.'f W

(o]

could be certain of the exact length of any
one of tae olu Hebrew measures, whether a span, hand-
breadth, or finger, the cubit could then be eusily de=~
ternined, Nuny ercheoclogists have made comparisons in
measuring distance and objects in order to arrive at the
length of a 'moderate' Hebrew cubit. Several examplas
can be given as to how these archeologists gather thelr

Information.

First, The 51loam Inscription was found which re-
lates that "the waters flowad from the outlet (of the
spring) to tho ¥ool (of Siloam) 1200 cublts.™  Mr.
Conder measured this distance and found it to ‘be.lvsa
feet. This fisure made the cubit 17.58 inches long.
The 1200 cubit figzure, it is belleved, specified the

17, Wiliiam whiston, The Life and Works of Flavius
Jose%ms. antiguities, bk. 111, Oh. Vi, par. D.
e Ae R. 5. Rennedy, "Cubit," A Dictionary of the
Biblﬂ’ vol, 1V, e 207.




length of the aquaduct only in round numbers; thus, the

cubit len:tlhi coula be figured Zron it only in approximate
distauca.

fhe second exauple comes from -'l'osephus.lg He gives
the distance of the "Sabbath day's Journey™ as 3000 Greek
feet (Roman .ttic feet). Jewish legislators report this
measure as the distance betwean Jerusalem and the Bount
of Olives or 2000 Hebrew cubits. kr. D8rpfeld measured

thls distance very carsfully end found the cubit to be
17,47 inches long.

fetrie procecded o discover the ezact length of a
oubit by meuasuring tihe bases of Lgyptian tombs, and after
waking many comparisons, he decided that the Hebrew cubit
is equal to Zz.6 inches.

A teble is the best means by which to present the

epproximations of the 'moderate'! Hebrew cublt.

a.U THORTTY CUBIT

Gondor.....-.....................1& mn.
Dﬂrpfeld...-.....--...-..........17.47
Mishne (40‘['- too acomte)....o..c17.5
Gonael........--....-.---........17.58
I{enned‘r..-.-.--..--.--......--...1?.68
=ia1.-son................-u.-..u..l‘? 70
Bea\vic.c.......................--.1".72
'iiarren...........................1‘?.75
Viilicinson (S‘brons)...............20.63
?etrie..'..-.‘.........'..'-.....23.6

233335 =33

19. A. . S. Eennedy, “Gub:lt," A Dictionary of £ the
Bible, vol. IV, p. 907.



Ouc notlcas the differences in the estimates of the
cubit., Ho two authoritles arrived et the pame conolusion.
An approximate averege would bs about eighteen inches.
Thus, for the sake of convenience we ghall use this
round nunber of inchas, without violating conservative
acouracy, in order to give a correct proportion of the
Sanetuary. /ith this figure agrsed upon, u_e_shall now
proceed to reconstruct the Court, Tabernacle, and furnie

tur:z of the Canctuary.
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Fige Bo A Ground Plan of the Sanctuary

ae. Court
b. Holy Place
c. liost Foly Place




CHAPTER VI

THE COURT OF THE SANCTUARY

As vie enter into a discussion on the structure of
the Sanctuary, it is well for us to keep several points
in mind. we wust always remember that the account in
Exodus 1s brief, though complete. Ve must therefore re-
member always to limit burselves %o the record of God.
This will bind us to control our speculation from going

beyond the statements of the Sacred Account.
1l. Dizensions

"The length of the court shall be an hugdrqd cubits,
end the breadth fifty every vhere."” (Ex. 27,18.) The
Court, in other words, was a rectangular structure nnﬂ
measured 100 cubits by 50 cubits. These dimensions, re-
duced into modern terms of distance, equalled 150 feet
by 75 feet. (A cubit-length is based on an 18 inch



standard.) Thes perimeter totalled 300 oubits or 450
feet. This erea contalnsd ubout three-eighths of an

English acrs.

8 The Piillars ane thelr Parts

"Pilieors® formed the framework of the Court en=-
closure. The arrangement of these pillars hus bsen a
problem. Le are told that twenty pillars bounded the
north side, and the same number the south side. There
vere ten pillars on the west side, and the seme number
on the eust cside. This gives a total of 60 pilllars.
Since the psrimsier or the. Court was 300 cubits, the
pillars vwere :paced 5 cubits or 7§ feet apart. The
problem of the pillar arrangevent becomes apparent when
ve examlne the regulrements for the sast side and.tha
gete, Lt the gate stood four pillars (Ex. 27,16), and
there were tihree pillars on elther side of the gate.
(kx, 27,14-15.) Ths only possible arrangement for the
60 pillars is illustrated in figure E. There we see
eleven pillurs bounding the sast side. All of these
figures vwiill best harmonize with the biblicel account
if we meianbain that the four corner pillara (fig. O,a
and d) &nd the two cnd pillars of the gate (ris.. C, b
and ¢) were considered half-pillars. That means that
ons=helf of & cormer pillar is considered to be a part



of one slde of the Court, and the other helf is figured
as bslonging to the other side, This applies also to

the end piliars orf the gete. (Fig. C.) This manner of
figuring satisfies all mathematical requirements given

in Exodus.

5 cu. seu.
e ‘ f-_H <€) d
Gk % \Qﬁ
A A GAtE © A
e 15 ¢l y 20 GIL R e ™
; i

Fige Co Pillar Arrangement on the East Side.

The Blble does not record all of the material from
walch the plllars were made. e are told that they were
"filleted with silver" (Ex. 27,17), that is a silver
Plating covered the exposed parts of the wood. e have
Just reason to believs that the base of the plating was
shittim wood since the piliars of the Tabernacle 'proper
nud this base., (Ix. 26,32.) We may picture ths pillars
of the Court as round fence posts about 5 inches thick.1
They undoubtedly were carved from round tlmbers of the

shittim trees.

a. Chaviters

To the top of each pillar was attached & "chapiter™

1. dames OStrong, The Tabernacles of Israel in the
Dagexrt, p. l1l3.




or capital. The capital was made of silver (Ex. 38,17)
and provided a covering so that the raln could not pene-
trate into the end of the post. o doubt it also served
as an ornenentation. It may be that the cords were
fastened around ths depression of the cepltal by hitch=
ing nocses. (Flg. D, a.) Since Seripture gives no
desoription of the capital, its design is sntirely sub-
Jective. \ie do know that eszach capital was plated with
silver. (Ex. 38,17.)

b. Fillets

The old view held that the fillets were rods which
Joined the pillars together, but there is little proof
to speuk in fuvor of this interpretation. The root for
the Hebrew term is pLy Z_‘I and means "to join or fasten
together; to be attached or cleave." The Aramaic language
employs this same word to designate the saddling of an
ass, The Jjoining or connecting effect of saddling re-
sulted after the girth was drawn tight. The girth was
the strup or band which was bound around the animalit's
abdomsn and served the purpose'of attaching the saddle
firmly to the animals back. This etymologioczl meaning
supports the interpretation that the fillet was a band
which comnectsd the canitel sacurely to the pillar. In

no way 6oes tiis interpratation violate the sense of the
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of Jerinture fuvors the visy
@t vigre ¢ part
of the pillure, (Fig
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nature of the hooks and the
oapltols that they were

permenent iy attiched to the

plliers; therefore, they re-
quired no speeciasl provisicns Fig., D. Pillar of the
for treasportetion. Since Oombe
no trensrortetion prrovisions were made for ths fillasts,

taey must have alzc bean = part of ths plllar,
¢. Looke

The "hook” was scaother psrmensnt part of the pillsr,

|
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Y8 are sple toc find c_m‘b the shape of such a hook because
the Hebrew onlled it Yev which is the name of the Hebrew
letter ° b & = Hach hook, resewbling tke shape of the .
charecter, wus mode of silver (Ex. 27,17) and driven
horizontally into sach pillar just below the band. (Fig.

D.) ¥rom thcse hooks the curtains ware suspended.
s Sockats

The "socket" or pedestal served as tha base of
the pillsr, The pedestal was not permanently jolmed
fo the pillar. Sach pillar rested on a pedestal which
was uade of copnaer. The pedestal under the pillar served
fhe siue purpose as the flot foot of the cemel serves
in sandy regions. 1t provided a foundation which would
not roudily sink into the sand. In order to keep the
lover end of the pillar in position on 1ts foundation,
& design no doubt called for a mortise or hole in the

center of the pedestal., (Fige. D,b.)

4, Tha Curiain of the Courd

fhe ecloth for ths curtain of the Court was woven .
from white cotton yarn. This durable fabric was sewed
tozether lengthwise in order to form a continuous screen
which extended from ths left gete pillar around the Court
to the right gate pillar. The length of the cwrtain was’

=
.
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420 feet, and its width was 5 cubits or 7% fest. The

curtain was hung on the hooks outside of the rillors

Dy means of

JL m=yelots, {Fig. E,a.) These oyclats waras

Sewed inty the Lop border or hem of %as curtain avery

In the botton border tusre mav have been
\__

72 feet,

LY
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Fige Eo. The Curtain and Gate of the Court,’

eseleds tircugh whish stakss ("pins") ware driven into
tie ground tc hold the curtain in place waen Ghe wind
blew., (Pig. &, b and %.) To.help keep the curtains
flush with the rilless, chert TOpes imy have been sewed
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to the border of the curtain at the top and bhottom and

were %ied on the inslde to the pillars.

Ias curtain o Lus Courh served severul purposes.
IL sexvid oo o protestlon sgalnat the wind and blowing
sand; cad 1t provided pelvacy for ths prlaests and
worshipers. Lo . lsc kept the pilliars properly spaced

and prevente. them from turning.
Ve The Gats o1 the Court

4% the ¢atrence of the Couxt was a cclorful herging
suspendad frol. hooks. (Fige H,d4.) The length of the gate
wag 20 ecubitu or 50 feet, snd ity helght was 75 feet.
The colored yarn, which wes voven into the hanging, was
of "blue, purple, and scuriet."” (BEx. £7,16.) Thess
cclora corresond respsebtively to our purple, reddish
purple, ol criusonp, Ry, ubrong suggested that the warp
(lencthi-wise threaus) of the hanging wuas whits, and the
veof (£i1llly, Lhveuds) had alternate bars or stripes of
eolored yarn running Verticnlly.s Josephus believed that
vdivers sorts of figures, execepting ths fizures of

4
animelsY were ambroldersed on ths hanging of ths gata.

S Jeinas .:!'bl'nrip;, a!!nlottoirp. ::.w " m
4, Gillian <niston, ine Life an Works o Eav
Jose¢phus, antiguities, l'm. Tﬂ. che. vi, pu'.-l'. Pe »

T —..ﬁ""
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There muy hove been crbroidery work on ths gete's
henging in vericous ctoerns, This hanging was free at
the botton =c thut @ worsiipgper could 1ift the hanging

up from the botbom and pues under it.

i{he "pins" were mude of hard tempersd
goprer. “Cheve pins vere motal stakes and
perhaps he WWous ot the end opposite the
point. (I'ig. .} dueh sn angular hook
eould 16 into the ayelet of the botton
: Flso Fe
border oi i urtnlin of the Court and Pin Design.
drew the sc 2 Lihte (Fige Esb.) The same type cof stake

o e ‘
we Aeilaia

-
-

vneler bthe vordae of the pillars near the

ground.

7. Cord

v som

The cords were Whs stey-ropes made either of cotton
or ot coet's hely., They served as guy-iines for the
pillers, LCweci: piliaer had two corde Custencd eround its
capiiul; one wes staked on the outside, snd the otha!.' on

wie insldce.
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CHAYTER VII

TILE TABERNACLE OF THSE SANCTUARY

The structure of the Tsbernacle comprised two parts,
the Tabernacle proper or the interior of the Tabernsacle
( ']:-_r)u:_'ug »5Xe 26,1. 15; 36,13) and the Tent or exterior
covering {Lp"{:l‘"ht, Ex. 26,7. 14; 36,14, 37). The
Tabernucle -:rr::g:s.;r included the framework of shittin
planks (Ex. 26,15) and the ten colorful curtains (Ex. 26,
l)e The Tent part, on the cther hand, included the moats®
.bair coverin: (Zx. £6,7), the covering of rams*® skins
(Ex. 26,14), the covering of dolphins' skins (Ex. 26,14)

end the hanging for the door (Bx. 26,36).

l. Ihe Taberanacle ¥Xroper

a. Dimegnsions

The Tsebernacle was & struoturs 10 cubits high, 30
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cubits long, and 10 cubits wide. (Ex. zo.ntr.)l These
neasurements accordinz to the Jmerican scale would equal

15 fest by 45 fzet by 15 feet. This space wes divided

intc two chaubers. The one wes the Holy FPlace moasuring

20 cubits by 10 cubits by 10 cubits (30 feet by 15 _feet

by 15 feet). <Lhe other chamber wus the Most Holy Place
vhich msusured 10 by 10 by 10 cubits (15 by 15 by 15 feet).
These measurements will furnish a basis for our discussion

of the Tebhernacle.

b. The Tabernacie's Location in the Court

The Eible does not lnstruct us as to where the
Tebernecle stoocd in the Court. The only source of infor-
netion on the location of the Tabernacle comes down to us
from Fhilo, an Alexandrian Jew, -who wrote about 40 A.D.
He affirmed that the Tabernacle .stood more toward the

west end of the Court so that the three sides of the:

Tabernacle (north, west, and south) were each set 20 cubits

avay from ths fence of the Gourt.a (cf. Fig. B.) The

distance from the east gate of the Tabermacle to the east
gate of the Court mesasured 50 cubits., All authorities on
the Sanctuary of Sinai follow the suggestion of Fhilo.

1, willien VWhiston, The Life and iorks of Flavius
osegua, bk. IIXI, ch. vi, par. S, Ps

2. . uhaw Caldecott, The Tabemola. Its mmg_
and Structure, p. 182, from Fhilo De Vita lioysis.
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6. Ihe ¥ramework of Shittim Boards

Thease "bouards" or planks were hewed out of acacia
wod end ther plated with gold. Forty-six of these planks
were of the same dimensions, messuring 10 cubits in length

and 1j cubits in breadth. The acacia Nilotica or the

acacia Seyal could scarcely have furnished boards of 1%
cubit in width (Fig. G,a), but it is not necessary to
sBuppose thit ecvch board was made of a single plank. The
vord for bourds was also used collectively os in the case

of the plunks in the deck of a ship. (Ezak. 27,6.) Many

planks, permanently joined together, were considered to
be one plenk. &o, in the cese of ths boards of the Taber=

nacle two planks could have been joined together to form
& 1} cubit board., The Exodus record does not tell us the
thickness of these boards. Josephus however estimated
the thickness of sach plank at 4 fingarss which was

equal to 1 handbreadth (3 inches), - This figure is quite

acceptsble and will serve our purpose well.

The number of boards, which were to make up each
slde, was specifically stipulated. Twenty boards formed
the wall on the south side (Ex. 26,18); twenty boards
formed the wall on the north side (Ex. 26,23); six boards

3. Williem ihiston, The Life and jiorks of Flavius
Josephus, bk. III, oh. vi, pats 5, D= Mo
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(Ex. 26,22) and two cornsr boards (Ex. 26,23) formed the
wall on the west side. All boards, except the two corner
boards on tie west side, meusured 1 oubit, and on the

.....

nensions of the Yabernacle,

The mscsurcuents of two boards must more fully be
considercd. .uUese two were tihe cormer boards on the west
gide. (Bx, 26,25.) (Fig. @,b.) In length they measured
10 cubits, tuec sawme ap the other forty-six boards. No
figure is given of thelr width, Since in the Bible de=
seription they are set apart from the other rorty-sk
boards, the corner boards wers undoubtedly shorter,

They were escl aboubt 5/6 cubit in breadth., If each
gorner board wus this wide, the width of ths Tabernacle
equalled 10 cubits on the inside. This made the width
of the Tebsrnacle 1/3 of its length (as 10 is to 30).
This same proportion is in keeping with the dimensiona
of Solomon's Tewmple. (1 Kings 6,8.)

At the base of each board were two wooden ex=
tentions ( I\1“T>, hands) resembling pegs. (Fig. f,a.)
They have been called "tenons." These were a part of
the boards, and they held the boards in their proper
position. The tenons appear to have been equally distant

. kBRI T Enme e 8 e
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The Board Framework of the Tabernacle.
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from each other. (Cf. Ex. 36,28.)

Na

JoleYolofoYolo¥ofoYofotoroyeys

Fige He The Tenons and Sockets.

e TEONONS o be Sockets. c. Mortise. de Boards.

There were "sockets" (Fig. H.b.) which were mortised
to receive these tenons, (Fig. K,c.)
a { These sockets or pedestals were also

g .used ia the framework of the Court.

& The fifty-six sockets of the Tabernacle
w

Fige I» The Arrange= were made of silver, each socket weigh-
ment of the Sockats.

ing one talent (94 pounds). (Ex. 38,287.) The sockets
had perhaps & round. shape with a mortise in the center.
On these sockets the boards of the Tabernacle stood
upright. Zvery board rested on two sockets. ' (Fig. I, a;
rig. G'.S') Also each of the two corner boards stood on
two sockets (Fig. H, b), but less space must be allowed
petween the sockets under thsse corner bogr«l.a. (or. fig.
I, o with d.) '



Round "bars"™ or staves were prescribsd for the
purpose of holding the shittim wood boards in line. (Ex.
20,26) These bars, like the boards, were made of shittim
wood and overlaid with gold. There were three series of
bars on cach of ths three sides (north, south, and west).
There was = total of five bars for each side, The middle
bar was undivided und hud the same length as its side.
(Bx, 26,28.,) Two half bars were ocut into equal lengths
for the top row, and also two hslf bars were cut into
equal lengths foxr the bottom row. The one middle bar on
the north side and one middle bar on the south side were
each 30 cubits lonz (45 feet). The length of each. of ths
eight single half bars on the north and south sides was
15 cubits (225 feet). On the west side the undivided
niddls bar mecsured ubout 10 2/3 cubits in langth. Each
of the four single half bars on the west side measured
agbout 5 1/3 cubits in length (8 feet). Ths end of each
bar on the west wall projected about 1/3 cubit (6 inches)
beyond its side. This extru length 1s needed in order to
gllow for the three inch thickness of the side board and
the width of the bar which came in from the side and join-
ed itself to the west bar., (Fig. &, o and d.)

Josephus advances a reasonable explanation of how

the series of bars were joined at the rear (west) corners.

Sl 3 ] VL | R IR



"The head of one bar rumning (ran)

into unother, after the nature of

one tenon inserted into enother;

l.llll..l...l...tm ml‘ “1th lt'

female being so fastened in their

Fig. J. The Joints points, that they held the whole
of the Bars accord-
ing to Josephus. filrmly together; and for this

reuson was all this joined so fast
together, that the tabernacle might not be shaken,
gither by wind, or by any other means, but that it

night preserve iivself quiet and immovable oontlnually."

The &l .o bers were inserted through rings which
viere attached to the boards. By means of these rings
the bars held the boards firmly in position. The Bible
account do:=s not state how many rings were fastensd to
each bosrd. «#e shall operate with the assumption that
there were three rings on each board = one at the top,
one &t the middle and one at the bottom. (Fig. @,e.)
These rings were made of gold and were fastened to the
forty-eight boards by means of golden staples or any
other device which might have served the same purpose.
(The staples are not mentioned in Exodus, but they might

4, William Whistoh, The Life end iorks of nauu
oae@ua, bk. III, ch. 71' par. 5. Pe 5’. ”ro
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elther huvec been a part of the ring itself, or they might
heve been u particular type of "pin.")

The means by which the three walls were Joined to=
gether precsents a difficult problem., A theory which does
not contradict Seripture and proceeds from sound logical
thought would offer a possible
solution for the problem.

suehh & theory is presented

here., This theory involves
the six corner rings appear-
ing on the west wall., Three

of these rings were stapled

to the butt end of the south Figt A P (N
well et the top, middle and You'b Sormerss
bottom, and Lthree rings were also stapled to the butt end
of the north wall at the ssme positions, These rings
passed through slots in the cormer boards of the west
wall. (Fig. K,a.) The bars, when threaded through the
rings, (Fig. GQ,h), pinned the walls jointly together.
These rings were the means whiof:‘ioohad the north and
south wall together with the west well. (Fig. &,f.) Such
a system of corner rings would prevent the walls from

faelling out aund pulling away from each other.




4, Ihe Ten Colorful Curtains of the Tabernaecle

ifle A Deseription of the Curtains

'..L‘i'.e colorful curteins, like the wooden frameviork,
belonged to the Tebernacle yroper ( "?U&D ) A come
plete deseription of the ten curtains end their parts
ls given in six verses. (Bx, 26,1-8.) Each curtain
wus 28 cubits long (42 feet) by 4 cubits wide (8 feet).
This means thet esch of the ten curtains had the sams

dimengions. Thaese curtains viere made rrom cotton fabrics

of thres distinet cclors, namely, violat purple, reddish

purple, and crimson (bluee-red). (Cf. pp. 52 and 33.)
The three colors were perhaps arranged in alternating :.Aibj
horizontal stripes whioh pave a pleasing effect by the '"1:
blending colors of wsdium brilliance. In the curtains ’ f
anpeared I igurces ol chorubim, the product of un artist, I':?
We ere not told the size, desoription or color of these
cherubim, IFive of the ten curtelns were sewed side by n'
gide to Torw one united hanging (42 feet by 30 feet), ﬁ
and the oth-;»:r.- Tive vers joined in the same manner to form '.::
@ Guplicate Lenging. +igesSEsj We shall now sse how
these dependent Lengings for the interior of the Taber-

[

necle vwere connscted to esach other,.




#2. Loops and Taches

The twe lun ings vwere jJoluned by means of small loops
end taches. 'The "loops," which resembled the button-lcops
on high=top women shoes of fomer centuries, were made of
violet purple yarn. The yarn perhaps was braided into
strong cord, and from this cord short lengths were out.
These len ths then were shaped into round loops and
fastensd to the upner edge on the
bordsr of both hangings. There were

fifty such loons on each border, and

a loop wae sewed every 10 2/25

Fige Ls« The Ioops.

ighes, To jein the tw { ALy
irghes, To jein the two hangings b. Tache s

togetheir, the locps were wmade to coincide, and the taches

were rushed through the holes, (Fig. L.)

The cutohes or hooks which held the loops together
were called "teches." YThese were removable so that the
hengings cculd te taken apart to ease the trmmtaﬂm
burden. These taches were made of gold, (Ex, 26,6.)

Their design, however, is not described. Keil desoribes
then as clasys.u Faine has etymologlecally compared these
catches with the human ankel.® His comparison may offer

the best progosed design for the taches. Palne reasons

6, Carl I'riedrich Kell, Kanual of Biblical A

Aroheolo? vol. I, p. 100, j
. dewes Strong, The Tsbernacle of Isrsel in the
msert. Pe 20,

g i
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The Ten Interior Curtains.

asb,c,d. Framework of the Tabernacls,
e to f. Curtain Joint of Ioops and Taghes,
ge One of the Ten Curtains.

i. Side Curtain.
k. Rear Side Curtain.
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in tuis way: since Lhe Hebrew word for tmche is 'D':IF_}.
1% must bs closely reiaved Go tie word TP'DﬁP (mll'
Joint or ance). (A similer .
Compariscon on Lusse words

Bay e dravwn irom tne Gsrman

Knoglien and inécoel. There

is a possibility thst Knopf A b
is derived from thc same

stem, (Grimm)) This paral-'Fig. N. Derivation of the Tachs.

ae Ankle Bones.
be Ankle Formation. i
o« Tache.

lel is very much in place
since th. toche undoubtedly
did vork on the button
yrinciple und resembled the shape of the snkel. (Fig. M)
The Hsbrew word certailnly may embrace the knob idea, even
though buttons, as we Know them today, were mnot in use

in Moses! dav. This design would mean that the taches
were pushed Ghroughn the loops so that the tapering ends

vere visible from the inside of the Tabernacle.

#3, Thoe Problem conceriing the

Just how these hangings wers suspended and attached
to the walls of the Tebernacle, we are not sble to say
gince the Bible doss not reveal the method employed.

We oan however arive ai certain conclusions concerning

=

:




their menner of suspension from the MBAS
have bosa establiszhad. e know that 10 oub.
cubits (15 Leal by 45 last) of curtaln were x

desle the lmnor coiling sucface. (H#ig. X, a2,b

within 1 cublit (1% foot) from the ground. (Fig.
to 1.) On Gl woesh side the hanging extended 10
(15 f'eet), touching the ground. (Fig. M, J to
hengings Jid uoh draps smoothly egeinst the walls,

(o g |

:.g..l
'

there appeurec anaturel ripples in the drape

recie is reluted to us, "And thou shaltu%
$abernucle sccording to ths fashion ﬁh‘ara%j«;_ 1ioh




htve aspisted in he 1iivs un the eeiling over hesd, Per=
haps the haneiucs were atbtached o the three sides at the

Lop riw of the fremecork with hooks or locps.
4. Ihe Voil

‘1thin the Tebernscle proper hung a colorful par-
tition-curtein or "veil" which separated the Holy Place
from the Mont Holy Flece. DBehind this partition, which
&lso served as o Joow, the Holy Place, & room of 20 by

10 cubits (50 by 15 feet), was enolosed., The Most Holy

slece doesured 10 by 10 cubits (15 by 16 feet). These
lsusureuents oo deduebed from the fact that the vell was
sung unaer the hanglog taches, forwing the midway point
of the 40 cubit (60 foot)} hanginga. (BEx. 26,53.) 'm;o
vell reseible. the color scheme of the mli and ceiling
hangings woich were made of violet purple, raddish purple
and crimson cobton yarn withk cherubin worksd into ths
cloth, (Lz. 26,51l.) The vell was suspended Irom golden
auoke atbteched to four pillars. (Ex. 28,352.) These
pllicre were wode of chittim vood and plated with gold.
Shey rested on four sockets or bases of silver. It is
Yeesunuble to usce:r.:ta.‘..n thet the length of' the pi;hrl
gguall=i the lheight o the framewori (10 cubits) or rose

a little above the fremework to ni-ount ths hengings from
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nz. It Lls alise rosconabls to contend that the
Pillavs vere eld orconerly ln place by the tautneas of

she vell and 5 nresgure of the oeilins hangings.

Title bringe ue to the second part of the Tabernacle,
the interior peart or the Tent (ZP?T“)-

The Tent over the Tabsrnacle tad three distingulish-
ing features which made it &ifferent from every other tent
of the desert. In the flirst place, this Tent, unlike the
tents ol Uedoulns, had no prominent pesks and apparent

f.‘_l_{)p(q 8 in the

O

‘oofe Hecondly, it had no ropes ("ocrds")
or phales ("pins'") as was common paraphernalia of dssert
tents. The reason thab this Tent had no anchoring devices
is explained by the fact that it wes spread (Ex. 40,19)
end nob pitched. (Cf. Ex, 33,7; 2 Sam. 6,17.) And
thirdly, whersus the tents of most nomads had but ons
canvas layar, the Tent of ths Tabernmacle had three — an
inner, niddie and outer layer. The inner layer was mdl
of yarn, spun irom goats' halr; the middle layer was made
of ram skins; and the outer layer was mada of dolphin
skins.

a. The Eleven Curbains of Goats' Hair

Ya e wdimd NEF




aL 1§ a Soxy-tlack o \Ze

e oax 3 o i cortelas of Ghs Dent seaged
Iem & Bl Toen oLug. (Ofe Camte 1.8.) @ b
e the 24 SoL el T s pwrad W our modarn &
Eesarisl It seliod ool sigldity. Paoause ntm 15
t2: szteizs, citl ke ald of the pillars, eculd ¢
SPEN To: Ton .. 3o wells without muoh sagging.
of Saalr csas 314%, the curtulns, mlch,,m

Provided 4 soiiicrtabls room temperature in b
ii cola weotiss and ebsorbed any moisture

pizsntratedl L.oGuga Ghe ouber two cove.

Paiz ioner luyer wes & Series of“biiiyﬁi r
wcvan intc screrote pleces. Bach plecs —
(45 fest — £ cubits longer tihen the
4 cubits (6 feet). (Ex. 26,8.) The
tozethor, nerhapns seved, to fora two
tabric. (7iz. 0.} Thae shest toward
fivs curtains (fiz. 0, a to h),

7. James Strong, The Ta
Desert, p. 26. ’
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east had six., (rig. o0, b to o.)

Tuese tvo sheets wore fastened together by the same
Heans which held the two interior hanzings together. Both
the Interior hangings and the exterior sheets had 50 loops
and 50 taches. The taches on the exterior sheets, instead
of bein;; cestings of gld, were cast out of copper ore.
(Ex. 26,11.) The loops, instead of being a cotton cord
or vlolet purvle, were braided, perhaps from goat-hair

yarn.

After the two sheets of fabric were fastened together,
they necasured 44 cubits (66 feet) by 30 cubits (45 feet).
These olecets, when jolned as on;a, were spread over the
gold=-plated framework. The roof over the framework re-
guired the width of seven end & half curtains. (Fig. O,

h to L.) 10 cubits (15 feet) of material covered the
entire south wall (fig. 0, j to X), and 10 cubits covered
the north walli. (Fig. 0. 1 to m.) On the west side there
were 12 cubits of curtain (fig. 0, h to m), of which 2
cubits (3 feet) were surplus and lay on the ground. (Ex.
26,12 with v. 13.) Over the entrance there were two

cubits of surplus material which we shall call the flap.(F30,di»s.)

It seems that two-thirds of this flap (fig. 0, ¢ to g)
was doubled (L?"_:)Q) or folded under. The rsmaining

L e ———
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one-third oi the flap, after it had been doubled, extended
beyond the top and sides about 1 foot. The purpose of this

flap was to ssrve as an eave to shed the rain,

b, The Covering of Hams'! Skins

-

The sccond or middle layer of the Tent was a covering
nade of rems? skins, dyed red. (P. 33.) This is the only
statenment made in Exodus concerning this covering. (Ex.
26,14; 36,1¢.) ©Since the skin roofing covered the goat-
halr fabric, it must have had the same dimensions as the
gout-hair curtains, namely, 30 oubits (45 feet) by 44
cubits (66 fest). In order to prepare a skin covering
equal t¢ thet size, more than three hundred rams® hides
vere needed. These were then sewed into one plece. The
skkin coverin , no doubt, was spread over the inner fabric
vith the hair surface down., The hlde with the hair served
a tvofold purpose for the Tabernacle, nemely, to provide
a protection from the hsat of the sun and to serve as a
protection a;minst any moisture which might penentrate
through the outer oove:l':l.ng.8

The guestion may be asked why these skins were dyed
red when they would be hidden from the view of the Israel-

8. Willlem VWhiston, The Life and Works of Flavius
JOBB?“B. Antiq_lI.itiBs, ik- ﬂ!. uho "1' m.T. “I’. I.
De o
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ites because of the outer covering? The only explamation
that cun be offersd is found in the symboliem ax;pmnt
throughout the Sanctuary. The red covering, symbolizing
the future events comnected with Christ's death on the
6ross, was {or the most time hidden from the eyes or_tho
people. On an occasion when the Sanctuary was moved, the
people cou.d cateh a glimpse of the refreshing red cover-

ing, Ths sume reireshing sxperience came to the Children

of Israel, spirituelly, wvhen God at His own appointed

tiwes permlited the people to see in the gospel promises
of thelr liessiah and 5&710-1‘ from sin, The red color in

the skin covering conveyed a specific meaning.

¢. ‘he Covering of Dolphin Skinms

The uvaly Pact that we know concerning the outer
covering is that it waes made of UIZ_TJ'_'I skins. (Ex, 26,143
46,19.) (Cf. p. 54) The UjT_\'Ij was a maxmal and in all
probability the dolphin known as sea cow (A.V. "badger™),
Since no limitations are made as to the measurements of
this covering, we assums that the dolphin qovar.tns measured
30 cubits (45 feet) by 44 cubits (66 feet), the same
dimensions of the goat-halr curtains and rem skin covering,

d. The lHanging for the Door e




The hanging at the entrance of the Tabernaocle was
concidered a part of the Tent (?'pg_l“'s{). (Ex. 26,36.)
This henglng had a similar pattern ‘to that of the gate
of ths Courit since 1t was woven with variegated colors
of violet purple, reddish purpla, and crimson. (Ex. 26,
36,) (Cf. pr. 32 end 33.) The size of the hanging was
about 10 squars cubits. It was suspended from hooks
driven into Tive pillers. (Bz. 26,37.) The plllars were

made of shittlia wood and plated with gold. (/e assume

that these pillars compared in size and form with the
pillars of' the Court. AL the base of the pillars of the
Tagbernacle door were flve sockets of copper. When the
priests entered into the Tabernacle, they lifted the hang=

ing from the bottom and passed in underneath.




Our discussion of the Sanctuary Wllld_ng_‘lg,:j
plete without giving some oonsideration to the f
The furniture of the Sanctuary fells into two
1) the furniture of the Court, and 2) the
the Tebernccle, The furniture of thsaoﬁg
Altar of Lurnt Offering and the laver, ﬁ?"gj’é‘
ture of the Tubernacle inoludes the Ark o;g Soven:
the Alter of Incense, the Table of Sh;lbgﬁ

vaE TR e
Golden Candlestlicks. : P

1, ¥urniturs of ithe Court

8. The Altar of Burnt Offering , :

- g

The Altar of Burnt Offerin
"Brazen Altar" or "Great Altar" %
the Altar of Incense. The Greaf
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T a hollow box, It vas nede of shittim wood end plated

With copper. Its dlmensions werc 5 ocubits long (7; feet)
by § cubits wide (7} feet) and 3 oubits high (43 feet).
(Ex. 27,1,) 0n each corner, copper ornsments, tapered
like horns, wers attached. Under the Altar a grate of °
¢opper was plased, equipped with a ring on each corner.
(Bx. 27,4.) Tus grate was leveled at 1} oubits (2% feet)
frow off the -round. It scems as thoush there was no
Tloor to the .sltar nor & cover, only a grate on which the
fire was bullt. Two staves were out from shittim wood
and encased in copper. These were inserted through the

Tour copper rings to make transportation mors convenient.

Je sssume bhat the Altar of Burnt Offering stood in
the center of the open Court, midway between the gate of
the Uourt end the Tabernscle. Ve conclude this position
from the statement thet the Laver was placed between the
Tebernucle end Altar. (Ex. 30,18.) It wes located in a
convenient place where the worshipjyers would have access
to it, and where there would be ample room for the sacri=

fices.

The Altar was equipped with a full set of utensils.
There were copper ash pans, copper shovels, copper basins,
copper fleshhooks, and copper firepans. Ald—hardwere—wes

Y




e D et — 0 iy g

all hardware was deslgned for its specific purpose. The

Pans received the charred ashes of the sacrifice sand woo'l
ash; the ashovels vers used %o remove ths ashes; the basins
Served uz the receptucles of the blood; the fleshhooks

¥ere used t munsge the fire and saorifice; and the fire-

bens were the vessels for preserving live coals.

-

b, The Laver

The Laver wag a weshing basin wherain the priests

would cleanse themselves before entering into the Holy
Flace und bLefore officiating at the Altar. (Ex, 30,20.) .
Tais wesaing busin stood near the door of the Tabernacle,
between the Tent and the Altar of Burnt Offering. (Ex. 30,
18; 40,7.) The Laver somewhai resembled our oomnn:lon:
challics. It counuisted of two parts, a bowl and a foof, or
base. (Zxz. 31,9.) Both parts were obviously cast from
copper mirrors which the women had offered. (Ex. 38,8.)
The bowl of the laver cculﬁ not have been deep or elevated
too high on its base since the priests washed thelr fee®
and hands in it. lie may infer from this that the ILawver

was sbout £ cublte (3 feet) in dlameter and about 13 oubits
(2% feet) in helght.

u e " = e Sllls ey

2., Furniture of ths Tabernacle

a., The Ark of the Covenant
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Ihs only

blecs of furnituro which ococupied the Most
Holy »lace

. g 'Y . , 4 a2
vins the Ark of the Covenant, It obviously had

& langthwise poslition (north to south) in the most holy

Chauber, In the <rk three sacred articles were deposited
= two tables of the Law (Deut. 31,26), a golden pot of
famne (Bx. 16, 3%-34) snd the budding rod of Aaron. {(Num.
17,10.) The .3k on the outside measured 2% cubits (3 3/4

Teet) in length, 1} cubits {28} feet) in breadth, end 1%

cubits (2% fesb) in hoight. (Ex. 25,10.) It was overlaid

with gold, within and without. Four gold rings were
affixed et the corners of two sides. (Ex. 25,12.) Two
bers were mude of shittim wood end plated with gold.
hese viere snu.gly fitted into the rings and could not

be reuoved.,

A removable 114 was made to serve &s a cover, &8 a
crown over the Ark. The 11d had the same dimamiona in

length and breadih as the Ark itself, namely, 2} cubits

by 1; cubits. Two cherubim were fastened toward each end

of the 1id. They were hollow figures which had been
hamuered out of separate shests of gold. (Exs 37,%7.)
They faced each other with their wings pointing in en

upward dirsction. (BEx. 25,20,)

Begides the furniture of the Court and Most Holy

A
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P
lace there were furnishings in the Holy Place. The Holy

Place nrawddex !
lace providea vhalter for four items, the Golden Table

of Showbra: d, the
B8ticks,

/#ltar of Incense and the Golden Candle=

b, The Golden Table of Showbread

The Tablc of Showbread was pleced against the north
wall of the lioly Flace. 'Tho top of the Table measured 1
cubit square (1} feet square), and its height measured 1§

eubits (2; feet). (#x. 25,23,) The Table had four legs

and four =ide hourds. sround the edge of the Table's top
~ran a triu-nculding. Four rings and two bars were provided
for eusing the burden of transportation. The materials
viiieh went into the construction were shittim wood and gold

plate.

The ubeneils for the Table were dishes, eoveré. |
spoons and bowls. These pleces were either cast or i
harmered ous of gold. The dishes were jJars or deep I
vessels, periaaps storage vats for oil, The covers were
perhapa jugs with spouts from which the wine for libations
was poursd. The bowls were perhaps small pitchers adapted
for sacrificial use. On this Table also lay twelve loaves
of bread baked from fine wheat flour. (I.ov;. 24, 5-9.)




o o
« The Altar of Incense ] i ‘?-‘c.'v:_. 4= 1

¥ ¢ -2
P )

The second piccs of furniture in the Holy
the £1tar of Incense. It presumably stood mi

the north and south walls, directly in front of
(8x. 3 . s
4 30,6.) Nvery day & priest burned incense upon :

(Cf, &x. 30, B4-35 with pp. 30 and 3..) In cons

1t wes very eimilar to the Table of Showbread. The

o
of Incense had = top 1 cubit square (1} feet sq
was 2 cubits Lish (3 feet). It seems to have be

arranjenent simllar to the Ali';ar of Burnt omirmg. i

i r'.knr

there was little neced for a grate since no tﬂ:lkm

horns fox eachi corner end wooden sides. (Ex
Around the edgo of the Altar of Incense |
atbached, (Ux. 30,4.,) Immedlately below &k
two rings w.re Tnstensd, one to each of two
30,4.) Through these rings two bars weze £
were held in plsce on a level keel
ing sbove. The wood employed was h
tres, and #o0ld was lald over tﬁs.nwg&
utensils belonged to this Altar. L

4. The Golden Cendlesticks




the Golden Cundelabrum. It stood against the south wall,
directly across from the Table of Showbread. (Ex. 40,24.)
All the vork of the Candlesticks was hammered gold.
Josephus affirms that the Caundlesticks were hollow.l The
height end spread of the Candlesticks are not given in
Zxodus. Jewish tradition estimeted the dimensions at 5
feet by 3} feet, and the Candelabrum engraved oa the Arch

of Titus (probably a copy of the Candelabrum in the

iderodian Temple) measured 2 feet and 9 inches by 2 :I!'co'ls.a

Je may assign 4% feet by 3 feet as conservative dimensions,

There wexe many parts which combined to meke up the
vundlesticks., These were the shaft, branches, bowls,
knops, Iflowers, and lemps. (Ex. 25,31.37.) .The "shaft®
or axls apparently broadened out at the base, as the
Hsebrew might indicate — ‘_rj:_ s thigh. This sheft had
four "bowls"™ or swellings in the ovate shape cf an almond
nut. (Bx. 25,54.) The "knops" or circlets appearsd per=-
haps immediately below the intersections of ths branches
in the shaft, From the central shaft six branches spread
out, three on the left end three on the right of the
shaft. (Ex. 25,32.) Three swellings were found on each

branch. Above each swelling ("bowl®") a "“flower” or

1. William ¥Yhiston, The Life and Works of Flavius
Josephus, bk. III, oh. ;1. par. 7, col., 5, p. 98.

2, Jemes Strong, The Tabernecle of Israsl in the
Desert, p. 44,




bud-like ornement was Joined. (Ex. 25,33.) Finally at
the point of eamch branch cume the seven lamps. (Ex. 25,
S57.) The lamps viere round dishes with a handle on the
brim and & wiek troush or spout directly across from it.
The deep central cavity of each lamp served as:a re-
ceptacle lor thse oll, The wicks were made either of linen
or cotton threads. The oll was the juice from the olive
fruilt. (Cf. p. 28.) ZIvery evening beroi.'e the evening
sacrifice thq lemps were lighted, and every morning before
the morning sacrifice they were extinguished, filled and
trimmed. (Bx. 30,8.)

For tha purpose of servicing the lamps two special
utensile wers required. These were the *scuffdishesw™ and
"Longs," (Bx. 25,38.,) The "snuffdishes" or coal pans
{the soue type of pen es wag ueeld at the Altar of Burnt :
Offering, (ef. Ex. 27,3) were containers in which the live
coals were brought for lighting the lamps. The "tongs®
cun ba compered to our tweezers and were used tc manage
the wicks and the flamninz ccals., These utensils were made
of rold. The Candlesticks with both of the utensils

weishoed onz telent (94 pounds avoerdupols).
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CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSION

In the preceding chapters we have made our inves-
tigatlon iato the materials of the Sanctuary as to their
navure and subastance. Ve have also lnvestligated the plan
of the Sanctuary and design of ull of its pai.'ts as set
forth in ~zodus. Ve have not however attempted comnletely
to treabtell phases on thls subject. Lany more chapters
could ve written. Several of them could take up the
subjecet of the priests' garments and their offlcial duties.
Cne could be devoted to the position of the Sanotuary in
the cemp of the Israelites. Several chapters could deal
with the relation of worship, sacrifices, and festivals
with the Sanctuary. One could tréat of the history of
tho Sanctuary from the day of dedication to the time of
David. Muoh more could be said on the symbolism through-
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out thls saored sdifacs, asnd muach could be written on the
influence of this structure oa the Jews of the 0ld Testa-
went and also on the Christisns of the llew Testament.

Lut the purpose of this theels has 70t been Yo discuss
these toplics but to present & reconsiruction of the
Sanctuary. The 1imited ucope of this thesis, in a sense,
has been achieved. From here we must look for a goal in
the future., The first link on the Senctuary has been
forged on the Seminary Cesmpus, but mors links must be
joined to meke the chain complete. A study on the

sasnctuary, whatever phase it may be, is a challange for

other studeuts %o accept. It is therefore my earnest hope

that others will some day have a descp enocugh interest to
tako up the subject of the Sancluary Irom the polnt uhere
Ltiuis thesls left off.

il
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