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It is like wiping all law off tho books ond handing men license
to sinl" Paul is unafraid of their objection. He knows whab
Justification is and what. it con do. He considers their ob-
jection. "Lo we then meke void the law through faith:® God
forbid! ".e establish the law". (3, 3l.) |

On this point we desire to quote Lr. Denneyl!s "Introduc-

tion to Romans"s:

There can be only one fundemenbtel doctrine,
and that doctrine for Paul is the doctrine
of justiiication by faiths That is not part
ol his Gospel, 1% 1z the whole ol 1t: thore
Luthor is his true interpreter. II' legalists
or moralists object, Paul's answer is thab
Justirlication regenerates, and that nothing
8lse uoes. DLy its conslistency with this
fundamental doctrine, we test everytihing else
that is put forward as Christian. It is only
as we told this, on principle, witl the clear=
ness with which Paul held 1%, that we can know
what Christien liberty is in the sonse of the
HHew Testament - that liberty in whiech the will
of God is done from the heart, and in which no
commandimonts, or ordinances of men, no defini-
tions or traditions, no customs or 'ordera!
have eny legal authority for the conscience.
dnd in the only legitimate sense of The word
- this liberty does not iako void, but establishes
the lavie 7.

As ocur search Ior conucctions between justification and
Christian behavior progresses, we ure impressed by the most
natural and effective transition found between Chapters 5
and 6 with-its bearing upon our present consideration. Paul
had been singing high the .pz-ai.ses of grace in its relation
to our guilt. God's grace in any case and in every case
exceeds the measure of our sin ¢nd guilt. "uihero sin abounded,.

7+ ir. James Lenney, %‘l..;g %%_teﬁ%m New Testament,
L] 9 ® [ ] -
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grace did much more abound“. (5, 21). Irmmedliately we LIind
Paul tying it up with the believer's behavior. idis ilmmediate
subsequent question, adarcssed to Christvians, is, ".hat shall

we say thent shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound"?

His answer i;ollows imnedlately, "God forbidl How shall we,
that ere dead to sin, live any longer Gherein': (6, 1=2).

In his classroom lectures Lre. Arndt points out this re-=
lation betweon Chapter V and Chapter VI to the students of
Concorcia ceminary. The following eppears in his mimeographed
notes on Romans:

Paul now wishes %o show that righteousness by
Tfalitih does nov lead %o a liie oi sin. Uhy not?
briefly the answer is that Caristians in baptism
have diec o sin and have been Ireed of itas
dominion. Paul says, connectling this section
closely with the foregoing, "uhat conclusion
are we to uraw Ifrom the preceding discussion®?
lie asxs, "shall we remain in sin":? The sub-
junctive is deliberate. The thought now arises:
Let us sini the grace of God abounds more than
8ing the more sin, Ttho more grace; that
principle grants us unlimlted permission to
transgress. Transgression might even be looiced
upon as o pious get because it will make grace
more abundante The apostle denies emphatically
that such a view may be taken". 8.

dnother instance of how Faul relatea his central doctirine
with sin's overthrow in the life of the Christian is to be
found in Ch. 8, S5=4. Ia substance Paul's thought is as fol=
lows: ‘The law, because of the utter corruption of our ilesh,

was veficients It was unable to accomplish our willing
obedience., It was impossible for. the law to transform us

8. Dre. is Arndt, Classroom Notes on Romans, pe. 39.
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into lawiful and godly peopleo. Thereforc God decided upon other
means. God sent in Hlis own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
on 2 misslon in regard to sin. The miscion was to condemn sin
in its very seat of power = in the flesh. DLy Christ's life,
death and rosurrection, a verdict was gained against sin. 5in
lost its right of securing our condemmation because Christ
took the sin and the condémmation upon himself, Thus it was
further concenmed; it also lost its right and its power to
rule over use J4nd the purpose of this condemnation of sin
in the flesh on the pert of Chrlst? The end that God desires
and designs %o achieve: «hat happens in the one appropriating
this truth? "That the righteousness of the law might be ful=-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
spirit," .
Dr. Arndt's notes are again worthy of quotation in this

connectlon. Heforring to Chapter VILI, v 4, he says:

te have a purpose clause herce: in orcer that

thoe demands of the law be fulfilled in us.

The question arises alter one has read verse

9, why did God condemn sin in Christ and rob

it of its authority and poweri Paul ansvers,

that we might fuliill the demands oi the law.

The demands of the law set fortih what is good

and right. Christ's wori has taken place

that we m:i.nht Go that which is ri&,m. and

good. e have been redeemed not for a life

ol sin, but Ifor a life of holy obedience, not .

merely for salvation in heaven but lor holy

life on earth. o sse how far removed Paul
is from teachlng license with respect to sin. 9.

9. Dr. . Arnat, Classroom ilotes on Homans, ps 5l.
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We bring this chapter of our discussion to a close now
by referr.a;, vriefly to 12, l1l=2. &Lven the most casual reader
cannot miss discovering the link which Paul has hore forged
between God!s great gift of righteousness to the belliever and
the eiiect it is intended %o huve and will have upon the
every=-day liis of the bellever. On the one hand, Paul pours
the fuluness of all of God's gracious acts and gifts towards
us simners into a few brief words - "“"the mercies oi‘. God" =
and on the other, he mentions the response which is awaited
and will occur in appreciative recipients ol these merciss -
thio presentation ol tThelr bodles a living sacrifice to God.
Paul is making a request of them which is bound to aifect
thelr whole mammor of living. This reguest is to be re-—
celved and Lo be acted upon through the remembrance and con=-
sideration of the compassions oi God. Action 1s asked; a
vold step 1ls encouraged. But before the llomans answer pro
or con, let them review and re-appralse the immsasureable
mercies God had exhibited and evidenced in their behalf.
Thus will they be motivated not to hold back anything Ifrom
the Lord, but to give themselves unto Him, even their whole
bodye. .

Thus we have seen that in Paui's theology as it is con=-
talned in Romans justification by faith in Christ 1s not an
isolated island in Christiaen thinking and living to which he

may occasionally repair when he becomes conscious of an inner
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restlesness, but it is the Christian's world, the Christian's

life, his ueltanschauung, The source oi all spiritual life
from which he proceeds forth at the dawn of day to meet the
contest of life and to vhich he returns again at evening
when his soul feels tired and in need of renewal. For Paul
these two were never separate. Justification for him was
not the Christian's "House of Retreat" or his ".eck-end
Cottage on the leremac", but it was tho home in which he
deily lived his life, where he daily found comfort, en-—
couragement and strength to fight the good fight of faith

agalnst cvery cnemy ol the soul.



L=a.

IiI
VARIVUUS FRUITS OF JUSTIFICATION AND THoli

RLLATION TO0 LIFW

Vio procced now %o discuss gome of the results which occur
in a helieving person and the bearing these nave on changing
the believer'!s moue of living. Ve aro conscious that here
we are entering the field of pyschology as well as the field
of theologye 1he human being is no machine. Pour gasoline
into the tank of a gasolline engine and nothing happens in or
to the engine excepting that The tank and the line leading to
the tank are filled with gasolline. bBut no response resulis,
no action takes pluce. Dbut bring the meaning ol The Gospel
into the soul of a human being and thus set up ideas in his
heart wnichh say, "I have peace now where before I had Ifear
and rostlessness! I have hope now where before I was with-
out hope towards God! I have joy now for the gloom I once
expoerienced!" and something has been brought into the man
vhich immediately goes to work and begins to do something in
the man., Thus, for example, we Iind a Caristian psychologist
sayings

Having acalyzed the chief experimental
contents of Chrilstien conversion, we

25
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call attentlion to its transforming effects
upon the life. The experience does not end
with conversion, but continues to produce
Joy, peace and comfort. It changes the
morale of the life, and affords grace and

© help in time of temptation. Contentment
of the right kind is another result. It
also begets love for God and for mankind,
Thus we read as follows: "the frult of the
spirit is love, Jjoy, peace, long-sulfering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
seli=control." (Gal. 2, 22-23). l.

Turning our attention again to Komans we discover thab
Paul mentions any number of these products .hich have their
source in the believer's knowledge ol his justification and
which seex and Iind expression in Christian behiavior.
Justiiication, for example, brings peace to the justified
person, 5, l. "Having been pronounced righteous by God
megons thet God established peace Ior us objectively, the
condition- of peace, shalom, Hell, by removing all our sin
and zuilt; ell of His wvrath is turned from us, all of His
grace rests upon us. God is at peace with all ths righteous
the justified. 2.

This objective truth then, when believed, brings us
peace. The disquletude of the soul disturbed by its guilt
disgppears, our gullty fears have been cast out, peace
reigns within,.

Similarly Jjustification also brings hope into our
hoarts, 5, 2. Before conversion, in his natural state,man

is absolutely without hope in reference to God and to God's

1. Dbr. Leander S, Keyser, A Handbook of Christian
: * Fsychology, p. 59e
2. . Lenski, Interpretation of iomans, pe S532.
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eternal glory. He finds his expectation in the things of
this life and when they slip through his fingers through
discase or ad{rersity he is bereft of any furthsr hope.
But the Christian "rejoices in hope of the glory of God"
because God no longer imputes sin to him. This expectation
has the long view, it looks forward tc a complete vision
and to the full enjoyment of the glory of God.

aAnother fruit of the Christlen's faith is his "joy in
Goa", (5,11). On the unconverited level of human thinking
religion is dull, tho worship of God, is drab, church-going
and church activity monotonous. The unbeliev;ér simply can-
not sec what satisfaction and enjoyment the Christien derives
rom his constancy in falth. To him Indeed religion 1is
"arier than dust". But the true Christian not only regularly
worships, but his communion with God and his worship of God
is the joy of his heart. «here a person has fully realized
the meaning of justification to himself and to hls entire
life and future, there 1s no dullness, drabness, monotony
in religion, but the song of St. Paul, "not only so (not
just being saved) but we joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ", '

Pertinent to tkis passage in Romans, the following
certainly arrests our attention: _

He (Paul) says, e exult in God. How great

a change! Three chapters back, We were
sitting in the Divine Judge's Court, gullty =
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our mouths stopped, wii all our wWor«<i

rgjectoul! Now, 'Uarough our Lora Jdesus

Carist! anc His worik for us, we are re-

Joiecing, exulving, ia iim who was our

Juage! This is wvhaub grace can wo and

wesl 1lo.

ourely thnis is an approach o Goa which is exclusively
Chiristian and novhere to ve lounu in any heathen religion.
Lihe nsgtuen cringes belore Gous tne Christian exults in His
presence. aduam m. himsell Ifrow Godi vhce belisver iln Carist
draws near aaa sings praices uabto Gou. such are the glorious
elfects of justiiication. '
but is it elways sor .hat aboubt the "evil days"™ when

auversity anc aliliction comer: Tribulactions test us severely.
They can undermine our hope ana turi our joy into The nignht
ol weeping. Tuney can we the point ol wveparvure Irom God ana
Irom Christian living. but Paul views it someuhat dillerently.
He or course does noit deny tine presence of tribulation ia the
worl.. Wid e not suflier emough of it in his day? Nor does
ne cvisresgard tac sitraln adversity can exert upon us,
Corintuians I, ior example, was written "Out of muech aifliction
anu- anguish ol heart with many tears®. But out oif treasured
experliencoe he writes to the Homans that he woes not only re-
joice iu Gue hope of the glory ol God, vut he exults in
tribulations also,(5, £2-3). bLecausec he hed tne Chriscien view,
because he lived his lifeo unuer the sun of justiiication, Paul

had a most sane and sustalning view ol the triel ana tribula-

10, wile fie Hewell, Roman. Verse by Verse, pe. 174. |
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tions ol this life. Tribulation has most blessed resulis.
It makes better men and women. It equips the Christian with
endurance; it trains a Christian soldier who is tried and
not wanting; it adds depth and stabllity and constancy to
our hope. Thereiore the Christian maintains a high morale
even In difficult dayse. ihen questions come and doubts
clsmay, the Christian knows what to say to these things.
God is for him, who or what can be really and essentially
ggainst him¢ Yhe God vho spared not His own Son, but
aelivered UHim up for us all, will not disappoint.

such, then, are some ol the patterns of thinking set
up in the Christian mind by justification, some of the
things he ifcels as he contemplates this great truth, -
peace, Jjoy, hope, comifort, patience, morale.

Can these now be separated from the believer's behavior?
llot according to the thinking of the great Apostle. Towards
the end of his book, as a kind of conclusion to a long series
ol practical instiructions concerning Christian attitudes and
Christian behavior, Paul breathes a prayor in behalf of his
readers. What are the contents of that prayer? "Now the
God of hope 1ill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost". 0.5,13‘.) what is the point of this prayert Faul
knew the secret of Christian living. People with hearts
filled and running over with Christian hope, joy, and peace
will out of their blessedness reflect, partial and lmperfect
as 1t may be, the image of Gode




] (| USel BELIRT JRES

|

IV
JUSTIFICATION IH ITS VARIOUS LFFLCTS HAS
CORRESPOHUINGLY VARIOUS EFFECTS UPON
CHRISTIAN LIFL

Introducing Part II of his Interpretation of Romans,
Dr. Lenskl writes, "ihen he announced his great theme: The
flghteousness of God irom Faith to Falth (in 1,17) Paul added
Ifrom Habbaituk: 'The righteous shall live irom faith'es From

9, 21 to the end of chapter 4 he uescribes and illustrates
this faith and its righteousness; now in chapters & to 8 he
describes the life that results., He who by grace is led
through the golden portal of faith, God'!s declaration of
righteousness descending upon him as he enters, thereby
passes into the divine city of l1life, and Paul now leads all
of us through this wonderful city and shows us all the riches
of this blessed life. It is all ours by justification
through falth." 1l.

One canuot help but add that as Paul step by step leads
us through "this wonderful city" one gets vision after
vision of the blessed effects of justification at work in

30

11, Re C. H. Lenski, Interpretation of Fomans, p. 550.
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the lifc of the élmist:im producing the wonderful fruits of
righteousness, thus, instead of voiding the law, establish-
ing it. Iven as justification itself is not an "island"
apart from the mainland of life, so also the blessedness
which the Christian inherits through justification has its
constant meaning and application to the life of the
Christian as he must live it in the world in daily contest
with the world, hls flesh, and the devil.

Ae JUSTIFICATION SAVES

Une of the first visions of blessedness which greet
our eyes as we enter Paul's city is the condition of

aovsolute security which the Christlan enjoys. Being justi-

I'led we arc absolutely safe and secure Irom God's wrath,
Jjudgment, and condemnation. God reconciled us while we
were yobt eriemies. God took the inltiative. He reconciled
us to himself while we wore yet ruled by animosity towards
hime. Thon the gospel came to us, vwb believed, were justi-
fied, and are now safe from all wvrath. (5, 9-10). On
Judgment Day the wrath of God will be revealed from heaven
in all its fury upon them who despise the_ riches of His
goodness and forbearance and long=-suffering, but this
fearful condemmation will not come nigh our dwelling, iie
dwell in safety. Salvation has come to our house. We
awalt the day of God expectantly and confidently.



Has this blessedness any relation to our present life,
any eifect upon it: Ve have already made mention of the
peace, hope, Jjoy, éoni‘:].d.ence, courage, morale, whicir a
Christian enjoys as a product of his justification, bless-
ings which abide even under severe trial. The point we wish -
to make now is that all these many blessings appear in con=-
nectvion with Paul's discussion concerning our security froam
God's wrath., Because the Christian bears in his heart the
conviction that the reign of his most formidable and bitter-
est enemies, the reign of sin and of death is ended, beczuse
he has the marvelous hope thatv he wlll conquer even death
and reign in life, (5, 12=21), thereiore there flows into
his life a whole stream of blessings, confidence, courage,

etce.
Lutner's comnent on this matter deserves quotation.

He writes:

In chaptor 5, he comes to the iruits and
works ol faith, such as peace, joy, love
to God and to every man, and confidence,
boldness, joy, courage, and hope 1in
trivulation and surifering. For all this
follows, 1f faith be true, because ol the
over=abundant goodness that God shows us
in Christ, so that He caused Him to die
for us before we could ask, nay while we
were stlll His enemies. Thus we have it
that faith justifies without any worksj;
and yet it does not follow that men are,
therefore to do no good works, but rather
that the true works will not be absent.
0f these the work-righteous saints Imow
nothing, but feign works of their own in
which there is no peace, joy, conildence,
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love, hope, boldness, nor any of the
gqualities ofi true Christian worics and
faith. 12.

Be JUSTIFICAYION THANSFOLLS

In chapter 5 S5t. Paul soars high in his spirit, rezches
the mountain peak of the doctrine of justificstion, and
writes of the glorious privileges which belong %o the Christian
through'nis Justiflcation. Parase after phrase of the glorious
Dlessedness of the justified person accumulate until finally
tho cllmax is rezched in the viords, “where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound." This superabundance and immeasurable
richness ol God's grace maniiested In the fruits of the re-
cemption in Christ is the one theme of the chapter. Let us
catalogue these phrases which constitute abounding grace:

a. "Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ®

be "ie rejoice in hope oi the glory of Goa"

ce "ie glory in tribulations also"

d. "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts"

e. "Being now justified by His blood™

fs "we shall be saved from wrath through him"

ge "Reconeciled to God by the death oi His Son"

h. "Yue shall be saved by His life"

1. "ie also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ"

je "The frce gift is of many offenses unto justification"

ke "They which recelve of the glft ol rignteousness
shall reign in life®

1. YBy the obedience of One shall maeny be made righteous"

m. "Grace reigns through righteousness urto eternal life
by Jesus Christ"

There is purpose in mind why we have paused to reflect
again upon the boundlessness of God's grace. As the Christians
in Rome read Paul's letter and as this superabundance of grace

12. liartin Luther, iorks of Martin Luther, Vol. VI p. 456.



