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‘ CUAPTER 1

IZENOBUCTIOH

.
oLa P " - ] - ¥ v

This study inbtends to show the groaco of Cod as 18 ia

-, = : 1 . T o xp % PRI I e P | e i
manifested In the gonorous, plving, roewarding (Gods 108 GOOw

3 3 & a2 Bavnnnel v o3 4 ;
~al messace 18 to he stndied and considored in the terns of

" 2 % - B oy sy T I ~ - 2 2
Mo medern sacular world hasz sn allogether too cotfused

sblon of what 18 10 sters for Codts poople n the world o
cone, Soags ond jokees and lyrles all ake extrewely light of
the Christian's roward. In the writerts mind a recent -op=
ulay song caps them all by way of illusiration:; Tho =man wWho
w#as too micorly in this 1ife is golng to Le rowarded In the
1life to come with

A

| A rusty old halo, with a skinny white
Some sacond-hand wingoe full of pai
A rusty old halo with a skinny viilto

L- oud
!, And a robe so wooly it scratchess
; A rocont radio speaier doseribed mants vbeclouded congept of

ebornal bliss az & "hasy hope of heavenly happinesses™ Thero -

S P SN

is havrdly & seramon in & Chrlstien Church which doot not mon=
tlcn scme of the promises of God to fis people, and rightly
soe. DBut the prescher ofton considors the promise of ths heppy

home above merely as the clinching argunent to show that a

1life of morality is worth the trouble arfter all, %
Tha writor feels that the fregquent use of this goncept
juetifics a study thet sssks Lo undorstand the true plece of




Al

ho Chvistiants rowarde Ono must firat ask who the giver”

of tho wowand 1s: and then ask the gquestions regarding the

e

plont,” tho%poward" 1tselfl, otivation™ behlind

o 43 . 1 - g e
tho mwerds To prosent bthose guestlons and to attompt to fing

L
1

- : Aotaace S A | o e i Fo O . 8 : : :
tho Seripturcl answer for them 1s the purpose of Whe S1C GO0

ing chaptorag. j \

-

T e ¥ | 3 ISR € - A s e Pt anye 5 B
The word "reoward® is at onco both oo broad and o0

narrow a term to adoquately describe the subjoet of thie
paper. Thae writer is interested In all thet CGod givesy pave
ticularly what He gives to His poople bocause of the mediation
of Tis Bon Jesus Christ. Therofore thie subjoct under congldw

eraticn includes all the blessings that God pramisc
N ey - g ey - > -] a 2 -
GO any ono who boconos & discipls =
y e | - R nm  Snlniw  wmwemensd  Wammwireauss ¥ F 3 Bd BT samw

Clhriste When vhw word "peoword" is used, it will usually

-~
1

reflect tho Teet that God haa pronised 21f% in return for

::'\
€

;

€

cortalin sorvices which He expects. The word Veglfth will bo

Lyrmds

used to include all that God zlves regerdless of any rosponse

S -
on the pert of ths subjects Ultimnbely the reward and the

2o - A . LY. RN L en . Y 3 - -
glft bocorio one and the sume things bBoth depend solely upon

w3

o ot _— : .
Ged's grace alonee. :



CHAPTER XX

- > X : - S Feans el
Srwaws e SR MANSTEI ATy T woTr SAmTRAT BAS T
T On TOOTAREDT AR w3 I R (R O g RS T S LT A D

The 01d Tostasent

& - . > . P . % L ] . e
In the first doalings of God with thoe chiliren of

] .y Y » 3 = & Tha - A - am g e . - "3 ~amg

the rhenrd that He proziced wag ROt e play ohio cnie

2 sy 3 B B B - | S TIV9a - ] e T -

the activity and responso of His poople, od gav he pro

o £e aa) &oa, 3 e D TYIE & 23 8 = = <y
of thoe rewurd ot of the fuliness of His divine loves

. B oom - 4] B Yaonde % Ty g0y o o 4 b T om o Ty alia iy preey e B em .
“'l.}‘l ‘J:‘? -‘.‘-0" a...v'l b;:il‘h WA AG i ;;.HC QL S»‘-, Q 'JJ.Z.;.‘.-‘- wo \."i.r'-.:a. i emd Wl 3;’)1!’

son on to tghbeous 1ivings ».’,‘.-r:f.%:;;-" s tho Jewlsh higtory pro=-
srogsed G1d the hopo of a proalsed rewerd beclin to piay an
ever 1ove Important role in the roliglous r spunse of the Jowme
:
.-'?..:a:r‘. I‘) 1 -‘- ;0
Thoe rolaticn of God to His people 1is explained in terus
of . & govonant which Ho established with thon in ‘he wildeprs

‘nose wonderingms. The covonant was woade by nd origlinated with

3
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tatod the toras and conditicns

under which the childron of Isrrol would becomo Hls special
vasplie; PPhat thon shouldest onter into covenant with the

Lord thy God end Intc hils cath, which the Lord thy God meketh
with theo this day® (Deuts 29:12). According to the terama of

the covenant all the bias\sin:_:a of fellowship with God would be
theirs as 10#;_- as thoy romained btrue to the c_ovené’nt.

(Doute 283) £f.)s Those blosaings which Cod proslsed in m

oy

sonse could over bo attz-ibubed t':: the aetima o{' tm dbadim&;
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poople themgolvesy Gdd 1s always The cause end source of the
blogsings which wore showered upon the poople. Tho ;arm‘lim |
had hoen on opprossed peoplo, Nwld in bLondage and slavery}
"and they made their lives bitlor with hard bondage s « +*

L]

{Oxe 1:1l)s they hed nothlnge. Thorelforo at all times the

¢
s
m
o
3
b3
i1
Q.s
o
2
)
<

smperienced depended upon the falthfuls
ness of Godj "I medo you to go up out of Zgypt; and have

brought vou inbto the lmmd wvhich I swore mbc vour Tathors;

x ~ e e Saadl 5% e ] P
and T gsaid, T will never bhregk =y covensnt with you® (Judges

e
i

i 3
:J

5,

then the covenant was broken, the pecple thomselves brole

[
¢t

sven as God prodictod Lo Woses: "This peodlo o » « will fore-
pae mo and break my covenant which I made with then®

(nouts 31:156)e Almost facetiously God ashks through Joremials
Pe o o That Inicsuity heve your fathers found in me, that thoy
have gone far from me and have walked aftor vanity ond are
become vain?® (Jer. 2:5V, Oed, &f course, had given them

=0 orense for becoaing valn, for He says, "'y covenant will

T not Lreak, nor alier the thing thet has gone ocut of =y
1ipa® (Pse 89:2h)s In any cose 1% was this faithfulnoss
of God that vesulted in a reward to- those who 4id keop His
covenants The keeping of the covenmt could never earn'a
roward, howover, since 1t had beon God whwo hed =ade the
covonent possinleed

l n W
J F‘ lg-.ac'.trdy Covenant,® Tha vow Schall=lorz ":‘.m-
clopadis of 1«1055 Fnowledrs, BATEET b

()
Ry (qm GG on oo!: Touse, 1950}, TIL, &0 {-&9.,



S

Tn the Gld Testament whon Godts poople, within the frames

o

work of the cowenond, falihfully obeyed his connands; Yocogs™

nigod His will, =and loyally sought to ssrve Hin, they hod

peass and prospority. In a lator poricd the propheis vainly

L}

tried to call the Children of Isv el Lo repenbunce, o that

1
- ]

thoy =ight renew their loyalty to God :nd thoreby obialn he

1ifo of God, Amos precched, ¥Seelr scod, and not ovil; that ye

é 7 11 - usy ¥ 2 ol dn oy ) Y = oy Y o 3
may live™ (S:1l), Decause the rightecus nuan has remalned

= Sam ol e Bls. T o T &5 =SS IS & A e %
Connoctod with the prophet®s promlse of deliverance for

the rightoous 1is g fearful thwent for thoso who are Mmmright=
eous: "Woo unto the wickedl 1t shall be 111l with hims fTor the

rowerd of his hands shall be given hinm® {Iss 3:11)s Han indeed

recps vhat he sows (Job L:8)s¢ The entire twenty-eizhith chap-

s

tor of Deuteronony contains a X of bleséings for thouse wio

chk

L8

ro chodignt and an cvoen longer series of curses mnd aisfors

o3

Banes fer those who reject the will of Goﬂ-a

Tho whole history of Israel i1z one long MIfiXliment of
theso pro;hnciaag tthen thoy were wiecked, ond rejoctod the
Tord, hardship end punishment ceme upen then (Judges 2:6-233
13113 IT Tings 13:1-7). Whon they reponied and turned to the
Lord for deliveprasnce, the punisiment was brought %o an end,

2s simller azoressicn i1s found in Deute 3:15-203 3 i
Love 20:3-13; U=39; Josh. 23:14-16. | 3




and they would receive blossings et the hand of God (Hos. 1!4..1-9).3.

el

ng to the torms of the covenant the original <ou=

fa

Aecord
cont of roward 1n the 01¢ Testamsent 1ls not prasenbed as The
mobivation for the reauired loyaelty and chedlenco. Rather 1%

3 o

v
he reoward is c,;tr_le closely mit unit that 1s bound

seens that 1
up withthias obedience. Loyalty teo God and obedience to fiis

will is not considered as thoeaueapiicnal comditlony bub it

& - duts o~ Y - pears 3 & - e Tm - e e o 3 24 Ea
i1 v abher considorod o he the normal relation of the faithe

rasult of Godls generous providing nature, and not tho resulb
of the obedlence displayed by God!s subjectss On the other
hand, the punishment wirich comos from disobedisnce is the

natural onforcement of CGodts lowe A quick view at indivie
dual passages could pcasibly give the impression that God 1s

bargaining with His poople, bul the fulfilling of legal pro=

visions 1s not the basis of the reward that God gives, in

spltec of the many passages that could give that i:apression.li"
That there is to be & prc")cietorc:zined amcunt of Ypay" that will
automatlieally acoumulate o the people that fulfill certain

roouiroments is ali;c{g-r,%t'imr foveign to the divine mind, Con-

doraticn of the immense and lumeasureable value of the gifts

30450 Kirn, "Lohn," Realo nsy opHdie {H»

r» protestantische
Theologlo und Tireho, Joundsc DY J. e HOTZ0g, OGLLed by

Albort Hauok (1o1pzig: Je Ce Hi: »ichatache Buchhandlung,
1902, XI, 6084

hep, ps. 111 Li1,2; 106533 119:1,25 128:1; Pe. 8:32,3hs
1421580175 292108 L;s. 52+1,2, o, SR R %l




Theefore the promised roward was not vhe roal

i " PN
L oY UOiINE

good in tho

VI T e i, -3
but thoy respended o God

9 8. - -~ % Tax "] Axn - Fo . |
golden age of the Chlldren of lsraei,

showered uptn thoms Isclah bemoons the fact that in his day
tho poople no longer resnonded to Godls goodness.s Tven the
ox moveth hls ownoer, snd the acs his magbterts criby butl
Israel doth not know, my poople doth not consider™ what God

- P i " .
AR N Y % * Ll I e kaisial
/s aong 10 iLB SR LAren

(11:1 £,) Israel falled %o recognise the God who had delivered
them fron Bgypt and had guided them as 2 young nation. In

e 0110~12 the peopls are warned not to turn I God whon
the vromisod progperity boccmes & reallitys In chapter elight

the wondorful blesaings

e vt & Sk - - 20 o i .o 41
cited, followod by the exhortation: MWhen

art full, then thon

oY T2y 8eY
willcn: g DAt

ziven

with 11:7 ff., shows that
upon them was to lead thon

and deoperiience upon their Gods

& motivation to koep Hig

0

anply testiflles. Judges

shinlt bHless the

of material wealth mmd prospority areo

-

» thou hoast oaten and

-

‘ﬂi

rd thy God for the good

theo™ (v, 10). This passage, together

the goodness that Cod had bestowed
into & closer relotion of reliance
hat CGod's goodnoss falled as
people close to Hia, Israelts history

813l demonstrates that 1t was not

SIbid., pe 008 £, Gfr. Goorge Bortran, "pdep:os,

Theclogisches W8rterbuch

TV, 6

”

{}trh&r'..l ﬁ:'xz:te1 {(Stutbgarts

Zun Heuen Tosta*owt odited by
Yerliag von We ﬁohlhamﬂer, Ne Gely

PRITZLAFEF MEMURI; L 0

’f CONCORDIA SEMINARY
me 2.6 .'om MO,




long before Godls goodness was forgotben: "ind the chlldren

2
%

-

of Isrool remodbered net the Lewd their God, whe had delivered
the=n out of the hands of all their omemies on every side,” =

Godts love for the Jows is demonstrated timo and agaip by
his scts of mercy and genmeroalty, bul st the same Uime he

expects te find in them a corresvending foeling of love and.

concern for thelr God; "Hoar, 0 Isrzel; The Lord our God 18
one Lord: And thou shalt love the rord Yy CGod with all

- B
thine heart, and with all thy socul, and with all thy wlight®
(Douts 6:ly £o)a ¥ARA now, Israsl, what doth the Lord thy
thoa, but to fevar the Lor“ thy God, to walk in
all his ways, and to love him,; snd to serve the Lord thy God

with all thy heart antd with all thy scul ¢ « <" (Deut. 10:12)e
=~ D

"Therelfore thou shalt love the Lord thy God; and keep his

charge, and his statutes, and his judgumonts, and his commond-
_6

While this is the raosponsc thal Gol looked lor 1B His
poopnle booause of Blo goodrnassd *Qu;?ﬁ Hhan yaL ultinately
it is Qod uho makes this Surning to Hia poesivis, for 10 15
e whe says, "I wlll give thom one heart, and I will put a
new spirit within #cu; and I will take the stony heart osut of
their flesh, snd will give a heart of flosh: that they mey
walk in my suatutea, and koep mine o"dimances, and do then;
aad they shall be my neaﬁle and I will be thelr God™

6Otto Kirm, locs clt.



e st

9

(Buolte 11:19,20)s "and the Lar$ thy God will u:clsa thine
hoart, aﬁﬁrﬁhv h@ﬁrt ef iy seced, to love tho Lord thy o
with thine beart, and with all thy soul that thou =ayest live®
(Douts 30:6)s To the age of the new covenant 1t will be God
whe will enuble His poople o live up to the covenanb: "Aftar

2 ” 5 , o T AT P W A o -
those deys, saith the Tord, I will put my lew in tholr inward

ports, and wreite it in their hearts” (Jore 31:33)s This only

v Pt v 23 o4 Ay o A 2y & wd o M D ol pees e sy ey T PR -
yrbhor domongtrateos that what So gives gomosg Iron U SO -

= B i oo i nowrs i Gt coirnill | o v s | oS e m 8 o0 cgie ey
@T08 .LL“; AT ,’_;1' ocQ O-{‘ 118 'il=.;u‘...f‘€‘.‘, Nt 3433 G W = ‘u.OE_JG.u:a,lu 7-.-«"_..‘...;

% v wemwsaww WA O O T - - 3 o 00 & + Vo P — —
what puny man is cble to do, for 1t &s oven God and only God
Ty P, o PR J - o B0 it Do B s vam iR e St T i b E
who enables mem to do thosze things whish plesse Hims "For

2rp 3 &30 2 4 B 2% &om B e .' el FV £ ™ N ~ 2
VLG 10. 184 00y W 1--. I8 8 ,'_‘ln!.-.x - 0L O & 3.:J 'i"‘&n“"»}ﬁ\-d R j 0 -;‘

pleace Cod® (Heb. 11:6)3 "Por 1t ig God wihilch worketh in you
yoth o will end %o do of his good pleasure® (Phile 2:13)s
Thope How Taau mont passagos espross tho same ossential
nature of God ag it wus roveonled Lo God's people in the ¢ld
Tegbamonte

Tho alionati

o
)
&}
£
;-:a
:5
ol
)
T
0
v3
i*:j
G
o
P

in Jewilsh history
sbems from the fect that the conalderablicn of the roward that
God zivoz to His poople bevans for them the chief motive in

thelir lives, ratheor than the mobtivabtion of Godts goodneas
itoelf, This completoly rovaorsed Godt!s purcese in promising
a rowverds Instead of whole-hwartodly sceving thelir Godg His
poonle Tirst stopped to consider tholr own intoresiss The
connand to sesk end hold wisdom was motivated by the proaises

that ecmo to those who ore wises Prove 3:13-20 spoaks of the
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TR e

inestimable velue of wizdom bLoeaunse 1t is wmore procicus than

rublos, 1t offers both lensth of days mnd righos and honoryg

it is 1ife.ond 1t offers 1life, the one that has it shall welk

o 1
b g i & 2 A e, g .
gafely, nor shall ha over e afralds Prove i@

. eXpresses

L P SN 3. . . e g B v g X %) ’ e g - T ST e o )

et thine heart retain my words; keer my conmandments and
8w H,g? Ty e semer ey e Ao ﬂ.ef‘ o drow the ner Y tinels t(}

liva, TRE AR PABEFes lneonael o GIUN WLl pPpeUI0 DOLs

e e AT

! ] 3 N ot O S WS ot i AV v oy oo B
the wisdom which @8cd rilves, bubt they wore often mlgintere

3 by et 2 3. e TR T SOR SNy S . e
preted to make 1t seem that the roward depenc

3 & Bom yn e A o by 3 R P el mwy et Al T ad i .
seoned to juptily this point of view which lald more stress

upcn tho reward, than on

—etim

- " - .

3 W ees B 1 Ay b y P 4 ven Du gy £ oy Y
the Jewish seribes developed varlous concepts of reward for

te o e

morits Bventually certaln specifie acts were consldered to

ey

i 4 T end 2 oy
pagsages in Slrach give spe

oo - ey . an 3% A -
charity and describe what

ts porformence —writs the dcers
Sirach 330,31 statesy %A flaming fire doth water guenchy’
so doth alms giving ctone for sin, He that dosth good, it

shell meot him on his ways, and when he totbtereth he shall

fend

find a stoye® Sirach 29:12,13 is ovon nore oxpliclt rogarde

ing the performance of cherity and what 1% produccs: "store

7Italicizeé portions of 0ible passgogoes are thoe mathorts
own addition throughout this popere
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in thy troasurdes and 1t shall doliver thee
from all ovily bottor then o nighty shicld and a2 heoavy spear
wll {this) fight for thee agalnst an enﬂ'rs:-;.“a
Tn the course of years nob only did the Jews mlscoms=.

strie the nature of the reward vhich God gilves, but they alse

bocane oblivicus to the recuivemeonts which Cod had set up for
oli iDiligy bo m’*c;vo the mowards. As hne boon alroady mon=

tlonod, the courss of the Jewish history was one of finetuaw
tlone Obodionce to the will of God bDrought prosperity and
PO :lcc; rofusal to acimowledpge .the Lord ag the only toue God
srought punisiment and onpz'a-sé.ion. Pollowing the punishment
of the Exlle the Jowich p«')c; 1e becam@ more consclous of doing
the will of Gud (gra Gri-10:17)e  But in the following cenw

turies constant politicel strifo caumed Turther oppressicn and

. . Ty F 3
hardship., The situabl

ik

on socrod only Yo zZrow worse as time went
oms Inoan nt‘.‘ue:z; t to relicve this cpprossion tho Tewlsh Yoe
ligious leadors callsd upon the people for more and move pigid
adborsnee to the lotber of the law, which thoy now legalls-
tically divided mnd oubdivided in om-attonpt to lerislate

for overy conditions Anything fovelign was abhorred by the -
almost fanatlcal nationalistse Thoy oxpocted that all this
would prodice peace and proapcribys {then 1t falled te CUg
nore gtress wes lald on the roward Lo bo recoived In the 1ife

Lo gome Yor those whe ondured the persccutlicn mmd trials of

Jibide

sy
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this age,) Doubbloss, howover, the woal reasen why tho dow
liverence of poace and prosperity ¢id nob come, was not the
lack of a sterling porformanée, but rathor the lock of a gons.
uine repentonces hen Cod hed promiseod thom His blessing, it
wos pronised with the conditlen that thoy would repent and
turn bo Ilim complotely. Solomonts proyor at the complotion

of the tomple in which ho envislons & future coptivity asks.
for Codta dcliverance %. « « if thoy s‘:m.‘al bothink themselves

a ,

$o T I T o o B el g
in the land vhithor iy wele cAryriod capiives, ank It

and weke supplicablon unto thoe In thoe land of thom that

corried them captives, saying, We have sinned, end have dene

bt

porversely, wo have commailtbed wickednesaj and so volturn with
a2ll their heoarty; and with 21l Uhelr poul, « « « then hear
fhou thelir proyer and thoir supplication in waven thy dvell-

L |

ing pleco and maintain thelr couse™ (T Hinge O 7=l9)e7

llesdless %o say there was a comperabivoly moager rosponse to
| ti:is plos, and it hed Lo bo repoated agoin and azaine
| call Yo repentanco appears again in the proaching of Joim

the Baptist (Hatbe 3:1), and in the proaching of Josus

(abbe LL317)s This reawakening %o 2 roal moral consciousness

nevey oo, ot least anong the professionaelly plous, for thoy
wore nover willing to trust completoly in the grace of Codj

e also would havo enabled thax to perform in a God-pleasing

e

(%]

L]

3

i

‘ k]
£

L
N

le;i. %0 3 also Ueuts 30:2: Judges 10:1(}&15;
-

;3 031,
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mannore PTAnd they enitered into & covenant to seek the Lord

God of tholr fathers with all thelr henrt and with sll their

soul: That whesosvor would rvt seel the Lord God of Tsrsel

should bo put Lo deanth, whoether small or great, whether men

or womens And they swere unto the Lord with a loud voice,
and with shoutling, and «ith trumpets, and with cormets. #nd
all Juda rejoiced at the cath: fLor they had sworn with ail

- X . L SRRSO g . 1 F ] P, 1 2 & A %
thelir hoart, and scught him with thely whole desires ant e

was found of them: and the Lord gave them rest round about?

(1T clwone 12:12 £f.)e God has nover besn sc nmuech interested
in the feoble activities which mon ¢82 produce; He has alweys

Samel said te Saul, "Hath the Lord as sreat delight in burnt
offerings and soerifices, as in cbeying the voice of ths Lord?
Behold, Vo oboy iz tetter than sacrifice & o »® (I Same 15:22)a
God said through Hoson, “For I desired mercy and not sserifices
end the lnowledge of Gofd mors than bvurnt offerings® (6:6)3
Jousus enllod tho attentlin of the Phariseos to this passage
In ¥abte Y133 12:7s

Till cbout the Lime of tho BExlle the Jowish people con=-
sidered thomwerd thoet God glves His people as linited to
reliof from owvil, from oppression ond various troubles of
this 1life, plus an sbuandance of mabeorial waalth and Drospore
itys large families, long 1if e, nonor, wiswo&, and generally

all the things that men could possibl& Zogire on this earth.

Thoy understood that God was actually thelr Eing, who would



i
b

AT

PPECSE T —

Hi

toke edro of them in every situatlions

clted Carlier ureﬁaﬂt examples this

Pss 1:3 sumarises theose things thed

y 1 3 p) ST ST iy o
whose delight 1s in the law of the Lord waen

b T PO NAax 3 % g :

doscrives him: "And he shall de
P anacy B Y o Do Ble T
rivers ofwbter, that bringeth forth hi

his leaf nlso shall not wither; and whe

T4 ey oy oy e o \..!. I e g v & o
The groabtest blessing for the Jov

e o 8 dearn < 7 5 | -
progpority of Godls chosen people

ool w5l Ava o 2 PP ST - ¥ 2
individually. As yet the majorliy had
1 Ton 3 B wilerans |
of & higher and wmore bDlossed gtave in
e . A RPN LY %, PN SIS ap - i
Himselfe It 13 not that they wore o

prophets ofton roflected a realization ths

-

Lel

realized thet tho bleasings of
wore worth more than anything obvalneb
I an continuall

ho says, "Hovertheless

holden nme by my right hand, Thau

counsel, and afterward receilve
and 1

waven bult thoeoy

boside theed Ey flagh

God

concept of

i VORE. T v =7 5
zaich highsr worth. Asaph for one

ahalb

e o glnry.

and iy hesrt faileth:

Wany of the passages

type of rowards
2ives to the man
he psal-iat
a troe planted by €the
g frult In his seansonj
dooth shall’

2.
Lecover ho

not caught the glinmpse
the presence of Gcd

oly nmateriallistleally
for

GoG s roaward

in 1bs scopes It can

wiats and the

atornal fellowship with God

le here on garth, lom

1y with thee: thou hwast
-gxde we with thy

¥ho: have I in

there is none upon earth that I ueslm

but God is %ha

strength of my heart and ny portion forever® (Ps. 73:23 £le)e
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The vory first clear concept of a reward that includes

far more thon teaporal blessginss is oxpressod 1n Daniel 12:2,3%

“And many of thes thet sleep in the dust of the sarth shall

woke, some to overlasting life, and some to shame and evers-

, = 3R T, Lo % . Gugn sl . Yy 2 p Fop. O A 7
lasting contonpbe And they that bewlse shall shine as the
Ll = - T b - !
Taead ity deinmmet  oaf lae P8 swmngen Yy de ot S Tnaeer BTamde  Tesamen g eyeaae J'o r"- ""hﬁ!‘
VPLOOTNOAE L CAD LAPNENIN Ly [IRG LS will (95 i R H2 83O B/ S ¥ KR g

o) & e R i - ) I o
sousness as the stars for ever and evers" Here for the first

time thore appears o do

e
£, .-. et i o S 2 o - S v s o .
Thoe 01¢ Testouwent picture of the concept of reward pre-

. i B 31 AR o Y . s
he giver of the voward) 2« That the rownrd finds Lts

n..!“‘

O
fu
§
L
(. .

soures intho gracloug and gensrous giving nature of Goud,; and

2N

is not the result of any accouplisiment on the part »f menjg
3¢ That the reward connistes largely of temporal blessings

howors down upon His own peculiar veople; Lhe That

ey

only in the laber propheotic poriecd d&id the hope of reward
talte the shaps of & roward to be reallzed in a future life.

The first two polnts are especlally significont for this study,

5

or they shed 1light upon the lew Testamont usage of the conw

cept of reward in the vords of Jes us.m The meore fact that

the Jows as a nation did not always recognisze these prianeciples,

O0tto Rirn, ops cibe, pe 609
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does not prove thelr non-oxlstence, bul rather the hordness
of their own hosrts. Tho next section bLrings out the £ingl

concliusions and results of Jowish study In regard to the ocun=

-

Tho Jewish scholars from the pericsd shortly before Chriab

-

ng the century or two following Christ
reflected a differont attitude towards the grace of God as
ews of this period consldered

atwn debedt b - s 1. . e ' - X . o Band
only thalr own merit and forgot about the graclous giving

] £ -, e Jam T w 2 Ay 2T g sy TR y s > Y3 < 23 ff Bud
God, for thelr idea of tho roward was always connected with
Sl i Aendaln AT Ssam 8 4 n T A ll wihd aln P 2 o
SO LY Aoy ing ol Jesvedi 1CavLon 2 wiich- 12 OL i: I‘OCO}'}'}laG

original sin and originel guilt,'én& raliod unon mants ablle
ity to fulfill €the Tawe +& 'Th;?»PPO unviiling for a ncment to
forget the Tacht that thoy wore Abrahents c¢hildrens "And think
not te say within yourselves, We have tbrahan to our Fatber?®
(Matte 3:9; compure Iulle 3:8)s They were the chosen peoplse;
Ufor thou art an holy poople unto the Lord thy God; the Lord
thy God hath cghosen thoe to bo a special people unto himself

ahove all people that are upon the face of the earth®

1 : - : s :
Miornann strack and Pewl Billerbeck, "Exinirse zu Dine
zolnon Stellen des HWeouen Testaments,” Kommenter zum Heuen

Tostanent (Wlnchen: C. He Decklseloe Verlags Buchhandlung,
mwr ok, 19238), IV, Part 1, 490.

131bid,-. Pe Lo
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the Jowish nabtlone

»
3

ave him all

o

entiomn, 8i

poople again and again

For thom Codts entire

nee God had fai

17

erention contured around

Tvory Jew had a free énd unconditlonal

=
3

w-

the pizhts and privilepes of Codfs

nven history conld give them additional support

hfully delivered His

irs spite of tholr rojection of His

—uidenge. sSuch passages as "I ay the Tord your God which
roaght you out of the land of Bgypt, to be your God"
(Tuze l‘v-’:i.;.lf,‘;, soomed Lo lwply bo thosz that tho fGod who had
dong so much for them would certalnly conbtirmie to look with
Tavor upon them in every situalions
In this warped sensc of tho rolation betweoon mon snd God

licsa :2;‘.1:;: gxplanation for the Jewlsh ,_r'L seonceopbion ¢f the pur-

so of “low of Gode The purpose of the law for the pious
Jow of the day of Clhwrist wso not Ho show zén his sin and his
need for holp, but rathor to give to every Jew an opporitunity
to earn spoclal morit for himsolf bofore Gede Ho gavo Lhem
the Toreh bocause of (Iis speciasl love and councorn for thom,

f\

P
\J

ach
Wearum

('r
Veprsamlo dos Voll
:.3:1 Qr" T}ﬂwtq 3.‘.:1
’ '*ﬁ. lornens
wortm Dommen die ¥
die
soﬂm air oln Hol
wind es osngt? : !

Himnel und d*e Trde erfilie ichy

gitlieri. }
mite

Sieha,

israel whon Tie hed chosons

1wt Gott uns Gebote geg;euan‘i
wip :ﬁ.a i'.un tmx. Lolm emplangon?

WM d'.‘_@..‘;z_i‘z;*e.._ ¥

dic sle nitb g_‘:ebmc $iH ha»ta:z « s &

43111&2*?;001: cltan

rabbinic Intorprotation and oxogesis:

-

Wicht dexit
Soba 719 {307)

e
P

1oaa"r\Jg_. Azarje, um 100, hat vor'»at.mr-an.)

s Qi "&amer und dis Frauen und die
vonn die Wdmnor lovmen, um
fonrmen, un zuzuérong
Loln zu empfangen H»
. J"&d sie
ligtum nechen B 25:5. Varum
Tat aichb "ans::t gosegt wordens don
Tsc wird Jore 23:2

was will dio Schrift lehrend sagen

inder?

,-;\

Und sle solleon wir ein Helligtum wachen?
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{Das debot is @agabaq orden) dm:lt maen L8y das
Tachon Lolm 0?'191'(.‘&:‘!.56-

Apains

aitltoth 3:16: R Chane anja be xﬁ"&.,chz\j'\ {um 150)
-v-i,e" Gott wollbe larsel "Jo,.-uw'as\:u orworbon lassen})
darur: hob or ihnen viel Tora uad Gobobe 'aﬂﬂban, wio -
as 'w.l.,zz"i:. Jahwe gofiel es, wm ihm Vordieonst zu vors

loihen, dle Tora gross and prdchitig zu nechon (s0
Jo8, u‘.....«.l'! 'L'lCu don Midyasch)s Tanch ngb- Re Chijja
be Abba {zma 200) hat gosagt, Gass dz e,.'*- onfey vor
hm dart =r§.11'<em nul%}. Hur wa dleh y Vordiengt

v :

i
)
i
orwverbon & lagsons

e A

i 5o - 3 - # o U ORE , | b >
the Laborers In the Vineyard {Hatbs 2:1 £7,) must have sloo
b gade smy e X e gy O §o 4= s A T da N . .. N
In startling contrast to whot was conslidered the usual rocme
-

bursenont for a seprviso

{.»

2 TR 3 n-«’ -
rendered, To the Jows o roward given
Yoy P Qs £R 4w % adel ape o Lo T XY, 2% 3 - e 3
by God waa in direct reletion o the velue of the merit earnod.
W i ey 1 2 BT B o b =l 3.3 - il o5 B Y on e
hey congldoved that Ood nad given then the law, in ordser that

whon thoy Rept eny of its commands they wight legitimately

lay clala to cortaln of Codfs benefltae The idea that God

; X oY
givea graclously disappeared, end In 148 place there sross !
intricate systen whoreby meon % 9 given by God an opporbuniiy

to oarn for thensolves the 'olassingjs of Gode PFor Instones,
tho deliverance of tho children from the land of Egypt had
alwayes beon ragarded as tho work of the gracious Cod who freed
pgocdnosa, i this dellivorance is fres

quently clbed in the Qld Testmmont to remind the ©l1d

A -

2310ids, pe 492,
Usbids, pe G
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Tostamont tb‘remind the Isreelites of all that God had dines
Mrarvellovs things d4id he in the sight of thelr fathers, in
the land of Lgyph, 1a the field of zoon® {Pee 70112 £T4).
put the Jous of this lator periocd pub the following inteors
pretation upon God's actionse Whon the tine came for Ged to

Tree Iaerzel fro: Bgyptian bondage, Ho could nob carry out

Lo
His purpose becausc Israel had neo spiritual credii in thelr
account with Gods . 850 God gove them two commandmentsy the
passover coumand, and the commend to clreumcise, in the pers

formance of which they uight sarn tho nocessary crodlt, so
that God could froe theme DBillerbock cuotes the rabbinie
oxanples

", o o g8 or 1lmon zwel Gobote, das Blub des

Pagsahlames und das Blut der Doschneldung, dault sie
sich nit ihmnon beschlftigton, un erl8st zu werden;

denn Lokn enpfBngt mon nur wogon (nech M s58abo )
’ ’ 3

olnos Tuns." iekh. Bxe 12:6 und Bxe Re 19 (S1lc)e™

According o this line of reescning an Isrselibe must
first keep onc of Godts coumanduents, In order that he might
thereby acquire merlt before God. Only on the besis of this
earned merit can God give scmo'blessing ag a rewnrd, On this
concept rests the principle, "Die Tora ist Isrsel nur gege=

] £ .

ben worden, damit sle durch sie Lbhn,erwarbon.”lu The fol=

lowing quotaticn presents the findings of Strasi-Billerbsclk

‘ul
l)Ibidp 3 Poe 1}900
Urb14,,
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rogarding the Jewisch conception of the reward that comes o
s g

Vvordienat wnd Loln "cuaraﬂ nach qieﬂsr
nsehammy vneaflBsllich susaumeny wo Verdlenst,
da such 5)1ﬂ, wnd wo Totm, da auch Verdienst, so

weh dor Lol

Grogsgen ¢ folst groszepr Lokm, und je
mehy die Veordlenatl hoen, deoto Eh?i] mony wichsb
dle “engo dep Anf dis Or¥sze mnd T“ﬁe

f.oimes aboy ¢ ganz besonders in der

olt ang & wird dio Herrlichltoits=

antopn: loreinst den élnzelnen

denn ob dor Schande,

n Nerechion fbore
al jehiolt oives f“QurQ-
O R denn ril,s atrehan dor f '”WO" uow B iesey
it auf gerlchitel sein, dle Teﬂjo
EH:Q: Lolmss zu shelgern, so uel mr
Bolich 1sbe Aueh Yott lromb 4l entzeson.
r mehrt nicht blos: die lommber 33 19. stungzen
dor "?o;*mlrbon, wie und wo er mur hkann, s ™m oF
uch ﬂ;muﬂ“ﬁt.l“:;Oﬁ an die Ge Son
Tt nuy unber dem Gesichtépun canprdrat,
h 1hr sukfinftiger Lohn nichd mBlort
2

die ﬂare~hﬁ&n in 4%
11z Loln susgezahlt, dan
HApbat in dor ﬂuf”w”tf*on

w " o
{.',‘3..!.-'.‘-. IEeN KA.

Jur otllche monsshllche ILelistungen glibt es,

doren Verdlenst so grogsz, dass fdr sie sin Toppellohn
in dleser und in der zukﬂnfti;en Wolt zezahlt
wirds o o s Tion sisht os =it Bescrgnis an, wonn

in dlesomn Teben alles naech “unsch
3 man fHrchtel, er kBnnte damit seinen
ne 'Magekohrt frout con sich, womn

#Hbhor eainen Geroc JGZCCﬁ kzormens man “*'s.ht
daraus, da s Gob » geinen Lo uaverkirst

=rhal ten i;l. pem enbspriehi dic Theorle, die
besonders Re Aciba (P um 37} aus~ot1idet hab:

Jott bestraft dle Terechbon in dleger Velt wegen
ihrer ueﬂzﬂan Jebertretungen, danit ird' dor suldinftigen
volt koine StweTe mehr durch K#rguug ilvres Lohnes
kompensic ot za worden arﬂucht, sondern dlosor mens
gur Auszahluang gelaangen kenne Dagegoa belodmb

Gott dle Cottlosen in dles-v Welt fAr lhwo wanigon
Vordienste, damit in der suitdinftigon ¥W-lt kein
Loim mehr durch Verminderung ihrer Strafe Rowpen=
slert zu wearden braucht, sondern diese voll sur

2

\
—— ] 2 - P -
an ¢110: cnu

.mmomﬂnhw

hten
& ke
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Vollstracmmg gelangen ‘uarm. Tiese offizielle
Lohnlshre der allon Synagose 18sst natirlich

k@‘ﬂoo Raum fullglnon Cnadenloim. Gott und Mensch

stehon hier als *".rui glolckherschitigto Partelien

notene inander: dor Monsch prisentiert seine

vordienstliche Leistung, und Cokt orlo omnd :310 an und
zahlt den Lohne Der Loln 8 lu t daher kein
eriennt sie an nd gahlt da L hp Der Loekn selbst

dahor }ua:m Tohn KaTd ymfu/ ";E':*. h 7':1.u,‘_,:me dm:
tnade," sondern ein Loim ﬁ DtPE'MP& "nach
Tawuunba der »ca.lu;'helt 9

To subgban 1_‘ to the above. sa:ate:-.a.er:.ta Billerbeck suppliles
a large amcunt of evidence from contemporary Jowish sources,
which makes 1¢ clear that (hese concaptions r‘.-.z:’auallj_-? oxistod,.
Pron these facts i1t is evident that the Jewlsh c:mcépt of
roward is completeoly devold of any can’:-:c icusness of nant's
deficienecy. This is not an unjustified conclusiong various
statoments in the “o: Testament 1tsslf show that this is

exachtly the sort of picture that confronted ocur Lord in His

i«{-

yistry ancong His own countrymen. Tho Pharisee over against
tho publicen is a glaring example of self-assurance end salie
confidonce in onets owm achicvements (Iuke 18:11). ‘E’na
typlecal response cf the Pharlsees 1s demonstrated in theip
periormance of pe LTy i:aalrs to lmpress men such as almsgiving

and ostentatious ‘.raym (Battes 6:1 ££,); "But all thoir

_works they do for to bho seen of men: thoy make broad their

phryylactorlies, and enlargs the borders of their sarments®

(Matbs 23:5)e U“But woe wunto you, FPharigeezi for ye tithe
rint and rue ond all manner of hervs, and pass over judgment

1?1—0'5.&.’ Dlle 14.90 £ie
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and tho love of God + » «F (Duke. 11:h2 £4)s ¥YYe are they
which justify y curaelvaq before menj. but God knoweth the

hearts « « o (Luke 16:15)s They atbeupted to show thelir

superiority over the other classes of peovples "And when the

Pharisecs saw it, thoy saild unte His disclples, Why eateth
your HMaster with mublicans and sinners?? (Mabt. 9:11; compare
Talte 5:30). Jesus at the house of Simon the Pharisee is min-
istered to by a plot (Tuke (ﬂ’ﬁ). Tﬁay rigidly held fast
tc the obsorvation of the sabbath: "At that tho Josus went
on the sa.bath day through the cormj and His Jinciples were
an mangered, and beg n to pluck the ears of corm, and to eab,
put when the Phsrisees gaw 1t, thoy sald wnibo h?{, Benhold,
thy disciples do that whieh is not larfﬂ to do upon the
sabbath day® (Matt. 12313 compare Iuks 6:2). "And the scribes
and Tharisees wetched him, whether he would heal on the sab-
bath day; that they mizht {ind an egcusation agoinst him"
(Luke 6317)e Thoy adhered str Lct 7 to the traditlions of the
eldors: "Thon came bto Josus scribes and ”hﬂ?LSSPS, which
were -of Jorusalen, sayiﬁu, Why do thy disciples transgress
the traedition of the eldowrs? for they wash not thoir hands
when they eat brosd" {abte 15:1,2)s By meticulous probing
ol the Seripture they»apparentlv hoped to galn the roward

of oternal life: ™you gearch ho Scriptures because you
think that in theﬁ you have otornal 1ife®” (Jomm 5:39).

Bven the disciplos, undor the influence of current ldeas,

oxpocted that reccompense was o be made in direct propcption
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to the performance, whether it was the performance of sing
"aind his disciples asked hiwm)y saying, Master whe did sin,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (Jolm 9;2%;
kor an et of falthful obedlonce: UAt the same time crme the
‘disciples untc Jesus, saylar, Whe is the grectest iIn the

" Fingdow of hoaven?¥ {(att. 1831); "Then answored Peter and
sald unto hin, Behsld, we have forsaken all, and followed
thoes what shall wé have therelors?® (Mathe 19&2?).

Becaunse the Jows no lonpger leoed upon thelr God as a
graclous, genercus, ecnd merciful benefactor, but merely as a
cold, caleulating paymaster, they in effect cut themselves
cfl fron the true reward that God gives. They demanded

rocompense, and bDocause They domanded 1%, they became unwors

thy to .recelve it.
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It does not seom necocsary Lo prove specilically the

amaipotenceo, powery end nnjeaty of the CGod who gives the

-
[

eowarde That fo was honoved and yovercd by Jesus! conbomporw

A

aries there is 1ittle doubt. The Jews oven heslitated tc spesk

g | - 2 d
HIE NG SRR T

< ’
ew wses the contoaporary formila g D«é/ Agrol
A 2 A . ., e 4 2 AR "
Twy oVpawy Tathor Yhon qzﬁaé//)l/d 700 Do Lo cibe one ome
aaple of this treditiocnel awe in which the people held Gode*

Ta this ehopter, however, it is the writorts intent to prove

ECRPERY . GEpL - 3 Crlpein e v e NS A Pl | . 31 . 3% =2 =
rowar-dor of His peooplos I it can Lo showm that it is God who

civos the rewerd, the roward apbomatically tales on & faw

e

groatbor sipnificanca. ig also necessary Lo zhow that Gog

=1
i

1s the giver, so thet man views the rewsrd in its prover
sotting, and elininates fyvo his thinking the idea thuai he

has ony contrel over the pmesentaotion of the roward,

The Vorbs Point to Cod as the Rowarder and Giver

There are relatively faw reoforesnces whore Sod is explicge
18ly eited as the actual givor of the voward and the bestower

of the blessings bthatl man vecelves. “How puch nore chall your

laifred Plumer, S. sabthew (Grand Rapida: e De

that it is this great, honorved, and revered God whoe iz the
s

;

r,

: Derdaans Publishing Colipany, 1953), Ds 25a



chapter of John Jeésus sopealis more

o
i

/4 2 - » .
Fathor which is in heaven give (656er) good things to thom that
asle hin® {Matt. 7:11l: coupave Iauke 11:13)s Theso are the only:
passnces in the Synoptic Cospols where this comon verb 18

the acfilve sense torefor to God as the "giver¥, though

will zive (éwsu)a south and wisdom

', the lord of the vimeyard says, %"« « « whatscovor

is right I will glvo you® (¥atts, 20:L)s In the seventeenth
.

2
.

. e 0
"roguently of His father as

T

the giver using

otornal 1ife to os many s thou hast given Him®™® (Jokm 17:2).
o H ot 2 W R ) - 3 emerEn T sy
"For I have glven then tho words which thou gavest ma®

(Jotm 17:8)s "And the glory which thou gavest me I have

ziven thom? (John 17:22)e 1In theso pnssages it 1s God who iIn

4
the last analysis glves 6'60V0J). In eddition

-
Qv
S
o
*an]
=]
<
g
[
4]

that God is the Ygiver® or "rewarden” ®And thy Pather which
seath In coecret zhell reward (&05“”“') thoo (atte O:lL,0)e
Matte 16:27, "Then shall the Son of wman come in the glory of
his Fether with his enpgels; and then He [Son of Nen] shall
vovard (anoddssl) evazy nen secording bo his works (Mati, 16:27).
God, whother in the porson of the Falher or reprosented by the
Son, 1s still the giver of the gifts and rewards.

These pacaages have boen presented to ]__ead up to the

usnal oxprossion that is applied to thils God who gives. The
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passive fora of the verv is by Lar the most cemaon mothod Lo
P . o ’ -y S~

point up the ncbion of the &lvere For déves alone, when uscd
of tho God who glves, thore are at loast a dozen referonces
Ben @ ot ey Wi as bt A g i 71 el ) aomoared toe b
in Lho Symopevics Whors TIAe PABSLVE LS NELA oONDATOC W e

2 2 L DU R L P L RRTCRR . ey % PR Y At L
two or three timeos that the active {orm of The verb 1s usedy

o LA ; a 8 4% » T ™) % & cpms “
Two exanplog ere clted: YAsk and 1t ahall be given (Soﬁnasrdz)

you® (Hatbs T:7)s YBecause it is given (&< Somi) unte yeu o
a

e - E ) T - |, < Tr apenes -n 2.
now the myeterios of the kingdon of Heaven®™ (HMablie 13:1l)s
- ’ €5 oY - -~ b TR i T - o @ —. "} Ry TRy 2. F J—
In a1l of these passages it is neccassry to askt who the giver

3 . | " \ i T P kY o Ry T ! vl ey £
ig; and ia each instaonce the angwer must be: God is the

F ———— M sw 24 27 P S B, PR o es R - ; e e -~ ¥ A e
givers Thio use of the passive voliese Lo oxpress the action
wdd w4 & e E TR o, o T o T ¥t B s
of God 18 agalin due bo the naturalrsveronce which the Jews

il 3 PVRETETRIOT 1 Sae Moo Blae B Sl 1 3 i 3 AY
and thoso welters hod Tor thelr CGods As has been Indicated

2
w1 LA 2 S+l 2 - iy, B o T ey YepenvEs W B pma fo R e . % y =
eariior in this chapier, They woras reluctant o use the name

of Jod carolessly, dubt nevertheless they wore elways aware of
1s presencos, This attlitude is roflectod also in obther werbs
RS T R T 2 Tewe. daie ey ey 3 PNy \ i =2 J <
WHLCHD ae ussd L7 uvao »J;,‘L;.O;)ﬁi.c WL GBT S e e Av7c! 17O C{I O vells
Ritviras wlantE 3 2 L (J s ) & e &

Thow shalt bo rocouponacd (Fvrdmo ool nesmi] 9% Lhie yasurrocs=

- . ”, 3 2 G .
tion of the just® (Imi p:ll)e 2 OXpreval: f5on, be of

. - 5w » ~ u 7 “ P -
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven (d@Igvtai) thoo' (HMabbte 932)e
By ;

roy oxmg g P o wi o L o S v oum & e 55 L = . 3 T -~ % -
Wherofore I say uabo you, 21l mnenner of sin and blagpheny

shall be forgiven (&.p;?,{s;m) unbo uan® (Hatts 12:31)6°

The fellowlng passages refer to divine giving

passive voice: Hatte 7373 10:193 13:11,123 19:11;
Hark Lill, 253 Taie 6:30; 8:10,183 11195 12:h5; 22:19;
actlve voice: . Matte T3ll; 20:4; Tuke 113133 21:15,
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e Khrpayaﬂej‘\( ¢ "Por thoy shall inhorld (O\noowunlb oué-lv)
the eorth" (Mathe 5:5)e o « » and ghall inhorlt stornal
1ife” {19:20})a ""“ma yo bBlossed of oy Father, inhorit the
kinsdon prepawed fory youl {25:30L) e ii.o Aaﬂﬁé- VELY ¢

” CRCH i 1

T, « « OVory one that asketh receiveth® (watb, 7:8)s "He

"
v

% , > B Lo P e s v - ont - r ) .
that rocolveth o prrophet 1n the neue of a prophet, shall

.
- o . . - ar o N e, MNaelhiM et gmen LR & &
rocoive a prophotts reward®. (latts 10:4l; coupare Vably 162l

td

191293 21:22)s Thoso last two vorbs, while active in form
still impiy thot what is inborited or receivcd comes from
Gode In the 014 Teosbanont 1t was clearly undorstood that God

id the dispensor of the inherltanve. Crealfiold points oul

that nachal (trenslated by K)lnpaVoy.e?v in the Septuaginb} is
ugad in tho distributim of lands Ly Josimaa and adds those
commontas: "Josimats work culunianates :’s.n the dividing out of
the ne mnachalah Ho tribes (Joshs 13:3,7)e Tnis is done by
lot, 1.0+ rogorded as done by God himself (JTosh«18:6,10})."

Hegarding the possossion of Canaan this authior continuoss

T uzed In this commoctlon served o empheaslze two things:

>

Y
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hat Israslts possession of Ganaon rests on Godis gift,

>
UGS

H
o
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. efforts or prowess; (11) its soccurity, permanence

logitisacy, becouse 1t originates not in a2 more crnguesty .-

3
B
4.3

e

e
3

result of which mey later be mversed, out in Godts dow

pis]
liberate allct‘i..ng.-“,- A.cu $o Uhis small list some of the

30 T De Cronfiold, “Tmmrit % 2 Thoolog
of the H:!.bia, oditod by hlan RichatdsGn
Tachillan Compony, 1951), pe 1124
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the Peatitudoss P« « » they shsll be comfo ritad?
watts 5:li)s ", % '« they shall be £illed® (veruseb); « « they
shell obtain uorey® (vorse 7); e ¢« thoy ghall be called the

gons of God" (verse 9)

we

not to montion thoe same typoe of verb
ge {Watt. T¢l £) andwe have &
cloar pattern that lebels God ag the doer or giver in thege

oy Besaaaduantl g
Yo8 WipYo men “receive” 0P

one Senins to grasp that

of all dispensrilong, Chast
only then emn one borin o gresp the triue greatness of all
that God disponstses ¥hile asfar as mon are congermed, the

R L S " wtovan) R Yy ] o 4 ? Y y
nt of o divine reward is imposaible, yob Te¢ « « With

time 1t is Mo who can ¢ xpect a rosponse froa His subjeoctse

e
&
=
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v
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hovover wi1ll ho studisd iIn greoater detail in the

disgugsion of the term Father.
The God Whe Rewerds Described as the TFather

roady in the 0ld TOSS”-Cut God wes dosignated as the
thlc“ of His choson peonle (Hose 931l; Isalah 1:2)e This

placed the children: of ¢srvel in a apecial position of privie

i’ lege ond blessing (Bxs 4:223 Jor. 31:9), and bocause of this
: ‘
i close relation between the Father and Israel or Ephrail: His

Son,; God 18 "coupelled! sinse He remembers Him still, and his




L
£
¢
.‘
L
£

hotrt yoarns for him, to work oub Yepaolts deliverance from

. a " s ol
work of His Mossiah (Tsaleh 53:10,11)

29

ovil (Jor. 31:9,20), and Isrsolts final salvation in the

Tn the Gospels these scane chuwacberistics of the tern

tpathor™ of the Nld Testamont taine on an ovon greabor amd

- L] o B i ! f ‘1-;_
ove significant weeninge The tewa "0od," Degs, is also fre= |
quently used im ell the (Gogpals, bub nevor does 1t Dogoms as

X CRE B A2 g VrimIH 2 - ‘
vorsonal ov &s real to the Individual, "God¥ is tho one who

-

ic eddvessed In formol worshlips Wihon shalt worship the Lord

is who reoolves glory from meény "And ¥
of Tovael" (vatte. 1%e31l)e Teavon is Godts Shrone ("abt. 5¢3h).
The tewnpleo %o the tomnle of God (et 21+¢12): We 1t is that

cives the comandnents: “For cod comnmanded saying, Honouw
thy fabher and thy mc uP?’ {rratts 1’5:1;.); Prod? is the subw
joeet of fernal theolonlical diseussion with the Pharisces.

and Sadducess (uatt. 12:28: regerding casting out -Oi‘ devils;
Hatt. 22:16: pogarding the mmwraatifm).: The torm Poodl

is tho mowro general term: it provided o comson sround bas
twoen Josus, tho Son of God (Natts 16320), and the comucn
reoplo, who did not fully understand that Christ was the Sen
of Godj; and botweoon Jesus and the mligious profeossionals,

tho sceribes, Pharisees, ond Hodducces. Uevor, in this labtter

thm ddarich "iandt Tho "’eashin of Jogus, translated
by Joim Wiliason (Yew ?;,orh‘ ' 8 Lorioners ""éms, 899},
ppe 200=07.
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situation, did Jesus call God: "your Fathow," He dld aa;v‘ o

them, however: "Vo are of your fatbher, The devl Joilm O3 hls_)g j._._»
The torm Yrathor,” whon used by Jesus includes all thab

nod, 1s egual to Cod, ls Cod, and yet ths

-a

borm sucocte & rmich closer rolation batwoen CGod and the
e

2 sn A ~ 1 1 2 - *) AL, o~ A e - - Fe ATl 3 Ead
."..;".d' v .‘”\L A0S ':‘J'.!..:_'ch'.!:'a" LU & J v‘l- ..v'f.‘- EQC‘& .'-100 hil.ﬁ.-?: (}f uﬁa :

. N om i  pow 2% | o S ¢, NN L R y Yo o
as o vegue somothing or othor way up thore,” but, bDoesuso

SR (NS (O N & S S (UG e ;) o VS ] o T b RS o 9
of what Christ is doing, he can setually say, "Oup rathers

woubbless the choyraoter of God as the Pather is mosh

',l

o W ey ) g a. R P R, g Y 2= Dini o S 2. el - - el P
cloarly shown in what that Pathor did to malze a world of sgip-

sod so loved the world that hwo geve his only

1 PR SR, S "y Be Ty o P o - e w [ | - a2 b e S % - ] - o«
beotten Jon that wvhoscever Lelicveth in him should not porw
T e T sl e S 53 Ealt ¥t v,l"\ ey | Bemm  wm
281, DUU have evaerlagewling il 8- 55302« 8ilt,; YO0y YO=
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intorest to this study is the rel atlo:lsm.p wobtweon Tod the
Pather and His children vho have now HOCONS SoNS through His

Sone The value of this situation .“.‘Jsm.i‘ is doscribed by

Jolme "Dohold what. msaner of love tho Fathor hath bestowed
upon us that we should be galled the sons of God¥ (I Jolm 3:1l)e
In the Synoptic Cospels there ave froguont referonces to

the femily relationshlp botween God and Ciwist, and botween

Saposiks Fogs Wosteobl, The Unistlos of John {(fvand
napids: "we e Soerdnans n&bmmamam}’ De 27w
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god and mon whieh is emprossed in the word "Pather” and "Son,"
and "scns.®  God Himself declores, "fhis is my beloved Son
in whon I anm well pleasoed," Matt. 3:17. Alrsady the twelve
yoar old Josus, recognizing thet he was the Son of God,

35 8489 on being ". + ¢ with the things of His Father®

(ruke 2:L9)e 'ﬂ‘mq’p Kov hecane & comnon exnragssion for Jesus

$c call attention to this essential oneness between the
Pathor and the Son (Watte 10:32,333 11:2’?; 12:5 anéd meny
others)s It is the Son who fulfills the will of the Pather:

"0 my Pather, 1if it hls cup pass fron me:

<k
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Let)
o
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nevertholess not as I will, but as thou wilt" (Hatte 26:39).

It is tho Pather who alone knows the 8on, and it is only the
Son who can reveal tho Father (Matte. 11:27). It is the Son

" (Matts 16327}

vho will %, 4 » como in the glory of His Fatho

5

And no one will have a dofensebefore the Fathor without the

Son: "Whosoever therefore shall confeogs me bafore men, him
will I confess 2lso before my Father :lLileh is in heaven®
(Matts 10:32).

This farilyrelationship is extended o men who bocome
tho sons of God' through the work of christ {Gal. il £4)4
John tells us, "Bub as many as received him (Lhe S::zﬁ":s_, o
then gave he vpowser to bocome the sons of God, even to them

that beliove on his namo® (Johm 1:12)e That fod has roally

become our Father through Christ is brought out by Josust
frocquent use of NYMP vpddv (mabte 5:16,45,Lh8, mad othera)s
ind whon this relationship axisis, ws have at once the
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motivatlo: for divine 1livings "e » « that yo may prove to _
be the childven of your Father® (Matte S:i5), and the goal =~ | ¥
poward which we should be motivated. That goal must be the
love of God in vou which enables you to love your onemies,

to blees thoso who curee you, and do pood to those who spite=
fully uso you and persecute you (Matte Sihly), a5 olles %o
love your fellow men, for iving them even as you ask your

hoavenly Pathor o formive you (6:Ui)e CGodts children are

(12:50)«

In nost instances it is this Fathor wiw grants the reward
o flls childrene It is the Fathor who forgives gln
(Hatte Gilh)e I olma sro nobt done for the glory of God,
the Pathor which is in Heaven will give no reward (6:l)s
Your heavenly Pathor feeds ths birds of the alr (6:26), He
imows tho noeds of His chlldren (6:32), even before they ask
{6:0), snd those necds will be supplieds P"All these things
shall be added unbo you® (0:33). Tho Father reveals (and
cocnceels) His Son: ¥I thank thee, 0 Fabhor Lord of Heaven
and oarth, becauso thou hast hid thoge thinps from t}m wise
and pradent, and hast reveale! thom unto babes® (Matte 11:25),
"Blessed art thou, Sinon Barjonas for flesh and blood hath
not revealed 1% unto theo, bt ay Father which i1s in heaven®
{Hatt. 16:17); And i% 1s thoe Father who glves His HHoly Spirits
(Luke 11:13), and thorefore Jesus can assure Godts children,




e ———————wnpgiariem

33

Upoar not, little flock, for 1t ls your Fatherts good plea=
gare to give unto you the kingdom®™ (Iulke 12:32).

The relorence to CGod (95«:’5) as the giver of any gift 1a

O~
42

comspicously Infrequonte In Matts. 0:30 God clothes the greass

of tho filold, In Il

(0]

12:20 cod (D%5) aloo i given nls taslk,
as woll as foeoding the birds of the air (12:28), but these

- ¥ Y e gy o L . & ve e 2L o 3
aro the only passages that con be specifically labeled as

- () s

b u 4o o~ t ,
ths bonovolent xxtion of God Df"s .

Welthor is the giving of gifte or rowards porirayedas

-

being absclutely or aubonomeusly in the hends of Jegus. In

vark 10340 Jesus refuses Ho gront the wish of the Mothor of

Jamos and John, seying, "To sit on my right hand end on my

T

left hand is no¥ nmine to glve.® It Y;n}.ét bo adnitted;, how=
over, that Josusg 4id give Hils gift of healing to countless
afflicted souls who came to Him in thelr distress. There
was the leper (Matit. 8:23), the paralytic (9:06 £.), the two
blind mon (9:27 £L.), the daughter of the Syrophoenician
woman (15:21 £.)e Iﬁ”e-::?_ca fie dewmonsitrated Hils eoncerm for

the poople who followed Hinm, and He fed great mltitudes of
people (ilatte 1i1:15 s and 15:32 {fe)s In addition He could
say, "Como unio me, 2ll ye sho are weary and heavy leden and
T will give you rost® (Mabte 11:20).

The porson of the Fecsiah can mevor Lormally removed
from the picturc of the glving God, becausewlthout the Hose
g8iah there iz no pleture of CGode So.that even though we can
gay on the basis of i:assages quoted ez:llopr In this chapter
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that it is the Pather who provides for 2ll of ereabticn and
rowards those who do His 4.11, yet the Clrist, the Son of
men, 1s the representative of the Fathers Il has the suthorse.

;0 henl which 1s demonstrated

‘\-4-
o4
s
o]

ity to forgive eins as w
) e - 3 " por ” b} 2ded T= : - 2 e e - K
by Josug! words and actions: "oub that ye may lmow that the

7 o "
Son of man hath power (ifouemr) o carih bto forcive sing,

(thon said he to the sick of tho pelsy,) Arige, take up

o -

thy bed and go into thino house® (Halhs. 9:0)« Jesus agsured
T TATT vonasew (, it ) Doy ey 2y g s A ot -
5G3 _L).a@ 8 9 ALl PDLWOL Ed o/ 6l LS _,.U.:'G’;‘l uneto T8 iN Daaven

a & Joto 11 I o oo 5 P = e P R
and in oarth” (atb, 20:10)e In Hls Intercesscry prayer

< ! o v ¥ - o T e Gt
ald, "Thou hest gliven him [‘g,. Sen of ;:S'.Il] powey

@ESoveruy) over all flosh, that ho should :sive ctoernal iife
to as many as thou hast glven him" (Joim 1712)e Ho 1t is
who "3 « » shall come in the glory of his Fathor with his
angols; and then be shall voward overy nan according to his
t%e 16:27)e TFor this pecson Jesus canm delegets o

iples the power and anthority which is His as ths Sca

of Cede o glves thom powver Lo cagt cut tho domons, %e « &«

and to heal all manner of sédélmess and all mamor of disease®
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(mabtte 10:1; compars Luke 9:11-12), "As wy Fathor hath sent me,

-

aven. so gend I you® (Jolm 20:21}e Josus as the Son can say,
Tand T will give unte thoe the keys of the kingdom of heaven}

ond whatsoover thou shalt bind on earth shall Lo bound in

Rt g ¥ 1 oy b om

hoaven: and whatscever thou shalt locse on earth shall de

loosed in heaven” (atte 20:19)e "Ho kbat rocaiveth you o=

-------

] celvoth me, and he that receiveth me meivath hin that .mh,
AT (Tia'bt'r. 132&0). e
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In spite of tho fact that Jesus does grant to His dise
cirlos cortoin powers, the evidence 8bill shows that it is
Ood tho "L, r who cares for and probects His childron amd
also provides then with a reward for tholr serviee o Hime

-gq

The open, 2iving hend hias been the traditional llturglesl

e R ' 5% Y -1, .- - 3 A ~ 4V 2% %
syabol of Tod the Fathore 1% wos this concept of the Fathep.

i fe o - T - . I° 4] &' ot ¥ o - . g - t.
that Tathsr had In nind as he wrote his oxpl cnation Cfor the

Yo - s Lo W o oy pon fimat % o Ineide s=ouaa 1 = e rom
Yo VY E Y : e : Ty o - = ! s s
EnaEN POVArGs 4CHIE G8F3Se 18He 280G that g GO 110V :, our
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rovard of your Father which is In beaven® (Mabtis 03113 con-
Bope Hed PP a 143 =pitas waishi 1

DEYR Lie 12 e)e L0658 AMONLGLON COFPLOS WALINTE DACOISEe T

rovward of the rii"atha:c* is pricoless in itsclf and eliminatles
ht of any othor rewards It so far cut-values the
giftt of an earthly father Lo his children that Jesus can s&y,
"mow wmich morg shall your Pather which 1z in heaven. give. good
things to them that ask hia" (latte 7:11).
atte 73111 also ouphasizes the oo x'i.ahs;y £ the gift

which comes from the Beavenly "atrier- the Pather 1s s.zm

to rospond to the needs of His childron, and His childroen

an havo couplote confidonce that God the I;"-athﬁz' will give
tho;z what Ho has promised. "Again I say unbo you, that if
two of you 4gres on earth as touching anything that they
shall aalz, 1t shall be done for them of nuy Fathor which is

-
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in heaven" (ratts 10:19)e Therofore it 1s vo t.so Pathop
that we addross our potition (labtle 5:9), oven though He
alroady Inows our neods (Metbs H6:8),

That 1t is the PPather who grants Uhe reward also ssgsures

- 73

us that He will jusily roward our scrvice to Him, for God = -

keops His promises even to thoose who grumble at His pocdnsas il
fippiend, I do thee no wrong: didat not thou sgreoe with me
ponny?? {Uabts 20:13)s Hor will any doed of thosoe

-
3

. - T - 'Y o S _— 2 T imis 2. & F &
who love im escape His ncitlce, which is demonstrated in the

g, [N R B TR SR T A 3= 5 T sl il Tgived % g -
Judgment plcturs by the sheep at tho 2ight hand of God who
P i - T i A% 3 o a3 F N oY R = A 4
fed, goave driniz, ~lothed, vigited those whom thoy saw in

e oy 4o i ot ¢ . CURSSUT, iy P T S o 8 4 o o~
need {Matt., 25:3l £f,) for the Patleyr oven sees those things

g™ ad Lk b ke Taaid. Gak .98
which are dono in secret service to Him (atts, 6:3l,56,18)e

nven though we Imow that the reward of the Pather is a

priceloss reward, and that it will Yo certainly and justly

administered, yebt it remains wholly undery the pracious sov=
eroimiy of tho PFather, It is a roward prépared for the
of the Pather from the foundetion of the world

(atte 25:3lL), and He distributes that reward as lo sees

-

it and according bto His good pleasures e con say o the

grumbling laborer, "Is it not lawful for me to do what I

3,

will with mine own? Is thino eye evil, becsuse I amn goods?

| (natt, 20 115)e While the presentation of any gift or rew&g&:

is solely the FPatherts rosponsiblility, yob it is this Cod
whoe isg ﬁydﬁo’.s end will diapense His ble-éain::s accordinglys
Only thoso who do not receive Godts grace in vain but take



cadve the rowards 'ﬂoﬁ ovoryons that calth mtc no,
Iord, shall ontor into the kingiom of m'mn; but he ¥
dooth tho wL 1 of uy Father which is in heaven® (et

vq."

thing, and that tho good things of God ecan come only to
4 25vin
him who has turned whole-hoartedly to Gode '

B pass Sl



"CHAPTER IV
TIE RBCIPTERT OF @GOD'] GRACIGIS CGINPTS
The Recinilent

Tyen the self-latorsstod recip!

ent whc has no concarn i

for or about God can recoilve cortaln bonefitse It is not

necogssarll: true that only & child of God ¢'n receive divine

das o - % 1 - v - - - -~ -
blossingss Actually God pives nany gifts to those who haove
- s - 17T g el *T2 - - F
Bvor ¥nown Him. Josug says, “lHe makedth Jiis sun rise on
e }a g A SR , o A Ao s S 3 gm
tho evil and on the rood, and sondeth raln on ths just and

on the unjust? (Matte 5:tli5)e Bven the men of the world enjoy
the bonelits of this lifo in abhundance. Though thoy may

nl: thai by thelr offorts and a bility ther have reached
hoizhts of worldly wealth and progpority, in the end it

all stems from tho gracc of Gods "The earth is the Lord's

and tho fullnese thersof; the world amd =l ther that dwell

Pogolibly oven meny of tho pco yle whe wore healod by
Josus may nevar have some to &c cept Him and commlt themgolves
to Him as tholir Savi.ure Suus may have only been intorssted

in gecuring the benefite of His power and that was all,.

There ic &ho story of the ten lepers, whore only one out of

ten sclmowledged the grace i had recelved from Christ |
(Tuke 17:11-10), Mabtte h:23; 8:16; 9135, and other passcges
apeak of the miltitudes who were haaled by thn lavish srece

of cod, yat nothing 1ls told ue of how many un&.rstoad the




.according to the prineiple: "The laborer is wu
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work =nd perscn of Christe Outright r@J9ction of Christ,
owover, did cut off the blessings of His hesling: "And he
did not many mighty works there [ﬁaza:*eth] because of their
unbelief” (Watte 13:58)e Wen who ere apart from the true

God c:n receive blossings for ecivil righteousness; this is

dencnsirated by Paulls healing of the father of Publiuse
Publiug had shown kindness bte Paul while Paul was shipurecked
on the Island of Malta {Acty 20:7,0).

=
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God rewards even btnosse who do nos re0oEnize o Iiz a8 God

o

‘i

,i

thy of his

niree® This does not me'n that God is limited In his genere
ous giving iy tc what man "escrveé, but it does mean that
He will qluh' give man at least what he deserves. Jesuat
parable of the laborers in the vineyard shows both God's
falrness and his generosity (Matte 20:1 ff.}gl

The true reciplenty nowever,; does not serve his own seif=
ish interests., The reclplent who has been redeemed ia in a
speélal rolation to CGodls gracee Here God prosents his bless-
ings of grace according to the fclilowing principle: "Whosoe
over hath, to him shall be glveﬁ; and whososver hath not,

froz him shall be btaken aven that whieh he scemeth to have®

(ko 10:18; coupars Wark L:25.). In this instance the saye-

ing of Jesus is sgoken‘ln connesticn with bearing: in

Latto 1 Kirn, "Loh“" Roalencyclopldio f8r protestantische
Theologie und Kirchﬂ, founded Oy J. Je Horzog, edited By

Albazrt HaJOR {Teipzigt J. Ce Hinrichstsche Buchhandlung,
1902), XI, 689
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Hatthow 25:29 and Luke 39:26 it is plven as the roason for
glving tho one & lont of the unfailthful scrvent te the one
alrondy having the lorgest sume In Matthow 13:12 Jesus uses
this prineiple to oxplain vwhy ths discilpies have rocolved &
fuller revelation of Godig vedomptive plane It is clear;

in any ¢ se, that only those who have roceived and appro=

=

priated tho divine blessing of repentance and faith 1 Chrisd
will be ontitled Lo a fuller undorstanding of all that Christ
bas done and will de for thoeir eternal selvatione.

The rocipiont of Cod'ts grace 1s doscribed as the one
who "hag" (in theo above passages)s Whot he has is made clear
by passapos which deseribe what Christ cane to zive: Ths
sngel prophesied to Joseph thot Jesus "e . ..shnll save his
people froa their sins® (Yatite 1:2l)e Jesus gnve assurance
to Zochaous when ho 8aid, "The Son of man 1s ccme to seek
end to save that whieh was loat® (Luke 19:10)s It wos sals
vation (Lake 19:9) that Josus brought to those who needed
salvatione. Therefore Jesust work was wob Py . « to c2ll the
rizhteons, but sinners Lo repentonee™ (atts 92133 Tuke 5332}«
To this ond . « « tie Son of mon came, not to be ministered
unto, wut bto ninisber, and to give his 1ife a ransom for
many? (Matte 20:208)s Ho g ve His 1ife a ranscm for all when
e died upon the cross (Luke 23:46)s Yot even while dying
fle comld give pogitlve assuéance to one who lookzed to Hinm
for morey, saying, “VGrilﬁ, I gsay unto theo, today shalt thou
be with me in paradice® (Tuke 23:413)s This thief, who in




La
his dying hour receoived the ealvation of CGod, bocamo On6
who Ming" (Tuie 8:18) and to him was more glven, namely,
oternal 1ifs in the prosonce of Gods
¥hile Ohrlst has brought salvahion; only theose who
depoad selely on Chrlist ever recelve 1t or its rosultant
bles.olings. Those who rvely on their 6an ability, as the
Pharissees often 4id (Tuke 18:11 £f.), have no assurance of
rocelving the roward of salvablon which only Chirlst con glves
The ones who will rscelve the eotermal reward are those who
are willing to ﬁskﬁﬁwladgé, sfer having fulfilled all bf

the Lordta roquirements; "« « o wo avre unprofitable servania:

Peter, aware ofi
me; for I zm a sinful man, O Lord® (Luke 5:8). He thercby
acimowledged his nesd for what only Christ could a¢vo. And
ronounced any c¢laim bto uhat gift, This same attituda is seen

ix

=]

she sinful woman who anointed the feet of Jesus in the
house of Sinon thoe Pharisees dJosus pointedly deomonsitrates
the difference botween those who have rocalved the gread
gife 0& salvetion, beocause they have a great noed for 1%,
and tnosc who have roceived nothing, bocanse they don't think
they lack anything (fuke 7:26-50),

Those who krnow they lack everybthiag become the “mook®
of the boatitudes and they shall indeed “inherit the earih”
(Hatte 5:5),_yes,lmnd nors than the earth, eternal life itself.

Thoy are tho "pure in heart® who lool %o Christ for salvation,
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and thoy are a:sured.thﬁt‘"th\y shall see God® (Matte S5:8)e
Thelr "apirit,® too, has become "poor® of all conceit, and
to thea shall be given the kingdon of heaven (5:3). For the
kingdom of hee en is indeed near o him whe repents

{Mattes 3:23 L316)s Thos whoreally turn and obey God with

the power of Christ enter inte the kingdon of heaven before

the soribes and Pharisces--eveon Lhough they be publicans
{7

When one doeg repent, then the rule of God can and coes

. e

take hold of thabt person. Repentonce is 2lso a God given
power, sinec uan is incapablo to repent of Himself, As a

Gedts »odpgn in the bellover there wlll bo an

1

s invitatlion.  The procrastinabion of

C ISR & b ; L
lnnodiate regpongs O

b »

=

the chogsen wodding puests resulbted in thelr destructlion, and

the wedding meal was sorved Lo others who acceplbed the invie

tabion (Matbe 22:210)s Those who can be classed with the

’ ones who Yhave® (Luke §:18) will become hmngsrers and thivsters
aftor rightecusness and thoy will be completaly filled

(Mabte 536)e Like Maithew they will answor the Lord's call

at any btime: "and he arose and followed him" (Matts 9:9).
Those who have let God rule their hosrts wlll have no need to
ask for = sign as did the Pharisees and Sadducecs (Watte. 16:
1-}), as well as the scoffers beneath Chrisits cross who said,
et Christ the Hing of Israel descend now from tho iross,

that we may seo and believe” (Mark 15:32). Christ himsolf

B Yo @ e o o h i L | L

chenrzos the hearts even as Jeremiah predicted, I will put
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my lew in their inwwrd parts, and write it in their hearts,

e o o » and they shall teach no more eveory man his neighbor,

.

ng lnow the Tords Tor they

e

and every wman his brother, s

=

shall all imow me, fre: the least of them unto the sreatest

of them, s:ith :he Lord" (Jere 31333 Le)s

2]

In the light of Godis rule In the hearis of men there
becomes visiblo a whole pabtern of service whicgh is the natupsal
result of mants return to.Geds The Lirst response 18 an eager

I T e e gm - maave TIRweagir 1P - e T awads I
willingnoess o scrve Josus Himsclf cn the part <f ©

[

08¢ Wiho

have begun %e share in the blessing of the kingdom. Some

of the women of the Gosp:l history are excellent oxampless

There is btlhw woman who washed Jesust?! foot w ith her ®ars,

inbtment

P

wiped then w

-

ey

th her halr, and anointed them with

[

(Lake 7:38 £f4); there arc Nary and Wartha, each of whou

P

served the Lord in her own way (Luke 10:38 ££.); and there

iz the woman whe enointed Jesust heed with precions spilkenard

(Mari 1433 £f.)s (This wornon hes received a tribute throughe
out the ages as her spoecial roward wceording to Josus!?
proghecy, verse 9o) According to Luke £3le«3 thore Wore sany
such whe gerved Jesus ab no lititle sacrifice of their own
Bocds.

The willingness to forgive onots brother should come as
a natural result, in ﬁhs socond place, of the leorziveness
that cne has received hlnmselfs Peterts ruestion, "Lord,; how
oft shall my brothor sin agalnst me, end I forgive him? Bill

soven times?" doserves the answer of Jesus, that forglveness
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for onets upother ws 1imitlessy "7 s.a:;f' not unto thee,
intil seven times: but, Until goventy times seven®
{matts 18221 f4)s Ouch a pogponse ia nocessary, or the
forgiveness of Uod HAinself 1s rejected (Matts. G:ll £.)e
The one who has bonefited from Godva ‘,':2’.'305.'% in Christ

L13,

jr

wi in the third place, be rirady Yo sorve tho poor and

neody whorever thoy are and withoub

gonsideration for wha

they ares Tho sheep &t Codte’ »ight hend ave the onea o

Pl s Taws T 1 o~ B s A et Ve e ; 2
whom God saya, "Por I was aon Imngered, and yeo gave =0 meats

=
&
2

T was thirsty ond ye pgave :@me drind a stranpgor and

“

‘you took me in: Maked and yuix c¢lothed we T :m“ gisk and

isited wor T was In prision; a&nd y& came unto me®

. ) 5 N = » g 8o 3%
(atts 25335 £o)e ALl who respond in this way to the

noeds of thelr fellow =an are sluply following Tesus?

orm direstive: "lut vhen thou makest a feash, eall the
poor, the mainsed, the lave, the blind? {(rulke p:13)e

The paravle of the good Sasaritoan shows that those who |
would serve Jecus st go all out in thelry service to
tholr neigibor (Tulte 10:25-37)s In c6ach case, thoss w
have compassion on their fellow weén do so without any
thousht of profll r:ai* rewards In the 'jud@mnt scene the
rishteous do not oven recegnise the descripbion of their
om activitiés {(matte 25 :38,39)« The invitation for the fo
foast poes to those who are wnablo to repsy the kindness in
any way. The wolnt in the sareblo  of the pood Sanaritan
would be lost, If he had served his nelfhber with the hope




of gaining a rewards
F alﬁf, the one who "has" at leest a small portion of

A

ndin which God gives will go the full 1imitv In

his sasrvice and be willing even to love his enomiess "I say g
unto you whieh heap, Love your onemies, do good to them ..i

which hate you, Bless then that eurse you, snd pray for them
shich despitofully use vou® (Tmke 6:27,208; compare liatte 5:hh)u

In short, the response that iz demanded is radlcal and

coapletee Only by such a complete rovergal in the lives
k.
of those who have come to mow Christ can men really be called
gons of the Father (Natt. 5:45 and Tuke 6:35)e. Ordinary
-7y

{ coursesy is not cnough. Josus asks, "For if yeo love them

| which love you, what thank heve ye? for sinners also love

those that love thene And iT yo do goed to them which do

geod to you, whal thank have ye? for sinners also 4do even

tho sawe® (fumke 6332 f.3 compare HMabbs 5:6,7)e Hore than

what people wibhout Christ can acconplish 1s zbsclutely impers

atives In the end; perfoctiun ltself is tho only goal that

is acccptahio: Be yo therfore perfoct even as your Father
hich 1s in he=ven is perfect" (Watst, 5:hd)es Anrthing less

than sueh a radical rebturn to God through Christ is ruled

out by Jesus?! worda: "ﬁot sverycone that scith 'nbto me, Lord,

: Lord, shall eanter intc theo kingdom of heaven; but he that

@ doeth the willl of my Fathor which 1s in heaven" (Matte T7:21).

l ,

f Such a one will not only be a true son of the Father, but

E Jesus san call him a brother: “Por whosoever shall do the
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will of wmy Pather which iz in heaven, the gsems is nmy brothar,'
and sistor ond mobther®™ (Matt. 12:50; compare Tuke 8:21).

Sonsequently Jesus can say of those whe have accepted
Him, ®Ye are the salt of the earth" (Watt., 5:13), and "¥e

1]
8. <
are the 1

ight of the world" (verse 1li)s To men such as

" i,
thess, who have recoived Codts grace and have let 1t affect
their onbtire lives, o such mon comes the roward of Gods

The tweolve disciples of Jesus are reciplents of the

ik i £ e L% M - Wl e F A v = 3-8
roward in a speclal sense,; becauss a larrer porticn of the
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of { have been rovealed to thens Jesus told

Hls disciples, "Untc you it is given to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven: bdul to them it is not given®
(11atte 13:11; coupare Luke $:10}s In response toc Petorts
confossicn that Jesus was the Christ of God, Jesus éays that
aled %o him by the Pather (uatt, 16:17). The
tronsfipuration of Christ gove the diseliples a further unders
nding of Jesus (Matte 173l £fe)s They wore entrusted
with power over evil spirlts and 2ll Infimities of the flesh,
and to preach the kingdom of Cod (Iavdw 10:1 f.'.

ince the diseciples had received more, .» e was expected
of them, ss Jesus points out, "For unto whounsoever nuch is
given, c¢f him shall be much raquired: and to whon men have
ccomitted much, of thom they will ask the more" (Luke 12:48)s
These dlsciples were men who had rececived five talents from

their lord end who hed put those talents to work to esyn
five more talents. Subseguent Church history as reccrded
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in the boolr of Acts glves asuple testimeny that the respon
of these disciples who hadreceived more wasg in dircct relas
tion to whet thoy had recolveds The ono diseiple who failod

-

to rospond deserves thoe judgrent of Jeaus: ¥And that gsuprs

vant, which Imow hie lordfs willi, and preparcd not hinselfy

neithor ¢id according to hlo will, shall be boaten with meny

On tho other hand, Jecsus can say of that servent who

-

vod,; "Blossed is

‘_‘)

has respondod in moasure that he has roee
that servant, whoa his lord wien he cometh shall find so
doinge OF a truth I sy untc you, that hs will make him
ruler over all thad he hath” (Luke 12:43 £i)e This s the

plan that Jesus has for His disciples who have regponded

(0]

cmplotely to His cal

ot
<

Josus gays to thom, "Verily I say
unto you, that yo which have followsd me, in the reogeneration
whon the Son of man szhall sit in tho throne of his glory,

¥yo alse ghall 81t upen twelve thromes, Jjudging tho twelve

trives of Isreel” (Matts 19220)e 9
The True Rociplont Has Speelal Qualifications

Tho respense of the follower of Josus as 1t has already QY ,
boen deseribed is the basic quelifisaticn for the reception
of tho roward: this responce has two chsracleristics: it 18
a regponge that is full of faith, end 1t is g faithful

DPOBPONBLe




e

h8

"fall of faith" deseribes the mammer in

plent recoives the bLlogsing of Cods DRecause

of thoe woman with tho issuec of blood she

Mark, 5:25, take 8:40),
ho roceived his sight (iMark 103523 fuke

the falth of the Samarlitan leper, he was

wos

)

10 ‘.‘}2) ®

]

which the rocie
of tha failth

healed (Matte 9122,

Recauso tho blind man had faith,

RBocausge of

cleansod (Lukes 17:19)s

X s P " - “ o e 3 b3 3.
Instances Jesug Himselfl romarks that

ther
have received the bleseing heeause of theoir faiths "fho

At the samo time the narratives
give no indleation that there was merely a tam?cfﬁ turning

%o Jesus involved in this f&it;; rather the jJjoyvous and whole=

-

hoerted response of true diseiples is cortainly iIndigated.

The blind mon follewed Jesus and glorified God (Tuke 18:L3):
o 243

the Samaritan 1= returned, zlorifled God ond gave thanks

to Josus (Yuke 17:15 fo)e At the same time there is a hint
at an cven greater blessing, nomely, the for;giveness{ of sinse
From Josua! use of a similar exprosgion in Iuke 7:50, where
Hlo has just pronowmeed the forgiveness cof sing upon the sin-
ful woman, this conelusion doos not secm out of place.

If Jesus?' first words to the paralytic could bes Thy sine
be forgiven theo" (Watt. Y:2), it ceoenms oniy natural that
Josus would offer the samo confort and forglveness to all who

come to him In falithe
The kind of falth that is most highly recomended is the
faith of a chlld who wit: no argulng or reascning simply

acceptns the promises of God ab face valuge Thorefors Josus

/i
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saye, "0f such [;ittle'childrad] is the kingdom of Ccd"
(ark 10:31l), In foct without the falth of a child there 18

no hope, for Jesus continues, "Werily I aay unto you, whow=

soever shall not reccive the kingiom of Ged as a 1little ohildy

he shall not onter therein® (verse 153 compare Matt, 10:2 £fe)e

childlike falth 1s a falith that is willing to rely
complotoly on Godls goodness and providence for the things
of this lifo. ;uch a falth heeds the admcnition of Jesuss
Uake therafore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itselfs, 3sufficient
mnto the day ls the evil thereof" (Hattas 6:34),'315 will take
confidence in His comand and promiges * “Eut seek ye first
the kingdom of (od, and his prighteocusness; and all these
things (?ood, clothing, and sheltsrﬂ will be added unto you"®

~

(verse 33)s One with such a falth will rely on the Father

in heaven who cortainly can satlsfy tho necds of His children
far better than an eﬁrtal" father (Matts T:11l}e With this
falth, which cones from aod alone, the believer will be

equipped to lay up for himsslf spiritual trqjﬂures in heaveon

Hond in hand with the quélit~ of faiz vhich comes from

God is the quallity of falthfulnes: whieh is expected by Gods

This is probably the most difflcult qualification for a dige
ciplo to mect, yes, without God it would be impcasible for
him to be faithful at all, The twelve disciples, chosen
stewords (liatts 10:1 £4), who had the greabest opportunity




50

to learn true stowardshlp, worc all unfeithful in the hour

2 P N o
86 S

when Chreil needod thom most (latte Js In spite of the

previous warnings and prayors Ry J

PP v - v - St Uy m, B
prayer of Jesus gaved Pato
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servant (Tuke

josus (Uatte 26:31)s The

alp

e

» from tobal desp
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allows no dispuised unfaithfuiness,

) R e . o Y g " el 2 =
who have demonstrated thoir faisth-

LSO

end watehs

o iditional mark
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an a
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of the fai

1858 be found
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thfulness vhich m

the roward tho willinress of a sor-

ronounce any and overything which might

1e¢  +his oven includes thoe saerifice of 1life

cono bobweon Lhen

itself, for Josus says, "o that findeth hlg 1life [temporal

vl he that loseth

_pros;:arity] ghall loose it [eternal lii‘e] g Q2

nis 1ifo [escthly tied shall £ird it [the 1ife which christ

glveg] " (natt. 10:37; compere Wabbe 16:125),

The rich young
rulor considored carthly possessions to ho wordh nore than
the life

N
wa

ieh Josus offered, and consequently he falled %o
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to learn truo'stowardshlp, worce nll unfeithful in the hour

when Christ needod thom.mazé (Ratte 26:55), in spite of the
previous warnings and prayers by-Jesaa {zatte 26:31)s ihe
prayer of .Jesus saved Poter ffam total despalir ond the é
terrible fate of Judas (Acts 13:106-19). &
This faithfulness Josus enjoined upen Mis followers f

thiroush cortaln parobles. In the porable of the wise tnd
foolish vivging Jesus euwphasizes falithlul preparsdness
(vatts 25:1 ©fe)e n the persbic of the w
1lders Josug oumphaslzes en aelive and faithful resncnsze
S0 Mis moasare and words (atts 7:2% ff.fe In the narablo

il Iam S Y won B o 4 - A8 e B A snom Erem S Pl P T
f the Gtalents Josus allows ne dlgpulsed unfaithfuiness,
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anc connends only thege who have deomonstrated thoir faith-
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return of the Lord i3 an additiomal nerk
of tho falthful servant (Tuke 12:3C £f.)s

ther mari of the falthfulness which muist be faund
in the yecipiont of the reward is tho willingness of a sepr-
vant of the Lord to ronounce any and overyithing which might
come batweon thoms <Lhis even ineludes the sacrifice of life
itsell, for Josus says, “Ee.that findoth hig life [ﬁemporal_
prosperity] sball loose it [eternal 1ifo], and he that loseth
his 1ife [ecrthly tled shall £ind it [ma 1ife which Christ
gives] " (watte 10:37; coupare Wabbe 16125 ). The rich young
rulor considored carthly possessions o ho worth ﬁcre than‘b

the life whiech Josus offered,; and consoguently be failed Bo




51

gain the 1ife with Chrlist and eventunally lost his possessions
ag woll (Mark 10:17 {f.)e "Whosoover he be of you that

Forsaleth: not all thot he hath, he cannot be my disciple®

(Faze Up:ib)e Butbt Joesus offers encoura enent as wells ‘
Uerily I say unto you, There is noc man that hath left housey

parents, or brethven or wife, or chilildren, for the kingdom of
Godis sake, Who shall not pecoive manlfold more in this

prosent time, and in the world to cone life everlasting®

any thing that can separate the servent from his lord is

the porgecubtlion thai & scrvant of the Lord has to undergo
for thoe sako of His nomes The falthful believer does not
glve up hope at the prospect of suffering for Him, but he-
irusts confidently in the Lordis pranise: "Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persccute you, and shall say
all mannor of eovil ozalnst you® (Matbs 5:11). According to
Jesus, persecubtlc. will surely come, for thw disciple is nol
above his master; and the Waster was persecuted and reviled
(Hatﬁ. 10:23 £4)e He predlciod, "They shall lay their hands
on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues,
and into prisoms, being brought before kings and rulers for

my namels sake® (fuke 213123 compore Mabbte 21:9)e Zven

though ", o o yo shall be hated of all wen for my namets sale,®

Jesus says, "ho that endureth unte the oend shall be saved™

(Matt, 20:22),
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Tho rermnclation qxd pariicunlerly the persocubtion of

Christts sorvanits and diﬂclples wlll lead to oppoertunities

for confossing Christts none: ™And it shall turn to you for

clinio whe does confens

i3

a testimony™ (Ifulke 21:13)e Thot di

Tt » &% e T & L Y
ring the mark of a falthful servants

raefore mon, him will T confess belore my Pathor which I3
k& 1= " % Ll T ) a o ¥ -, 9
In heaven®™ (watte 10:32; compoyo iuke 12:8)e

3
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ne rociplont of SYodts roward may therofore be classed
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in one of two groups.  The first cabegory includes those

ol A A b 3 3 el .

who sorve Cod as cervangs, doimg no moérée nor any loss thin
a3 o . in., > ] . 3TV o F- o Lo

whatv has Doen agrecd upne. Thoy will receive thoir pay cor=-

rectly, justly, falrly, and hongstly, recelving no more nor
& & o9 £

any less than what has been bavgalned fore <+hie second gate-

gory includos those who respond completely to the will of

the Fathor even as a 1little trusting child, and they shall

wocoive o roward withond mensuro.s
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CHAPTER V

T GRACIOUS REWARD AYD- GIFTE OF GOD
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The graclco:s and gonerous nabure of God 1z denmonstreted

in His glving gifts Lo frliend and foe alike, Cod's love ds

§ distinciive In thet He loves those who are really His eneniless
E
: This love is most clbavl: defined in the grest gift of His
E
E Son to & lost world. John says, "tGod so loved ths world that
: X
@ he gave Hls only begotten Son thet whoscosver believeth In Him '
ﬁ should not purlsh, but have everlasting 1life"™ (Jolm 3316)e
g_ The tesk giwn to Jesus by God was io "soelk and Lo sove tThat
E whiech 1s lost™ (iake 19:10), némgly, thoso who are without
? Teds Thls is Codis love that "s o ¢ while we were yet sin-
§ ners, Christ died for us" (Rome 5:8)e Jesus makes it clear
; that i you are golng to be like your Father which is in
: heaven, then "Love your enenies, bless them that curse you,
,
E do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which de=
E
3 spitefully use you and porsecute ycu® (mati, S:lil), for that
g
1s the extsnt to which the love of your heavenly Father elso
y
] ' reaches.,

This love of God for sinful man which is so great that
it couses Him to give nen His only Sen, also manifests iltself
in the Qaily sxistence of man, whethor that men has eccopted
the Son or nots Because of this love of CGod all wen benefit,
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for Josus suys, "He maketh his sun to rise cn the evll and

e el

on the good, end sendebth rain on the just and the unjust® !
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field aro clothed in the most beautiful fashien beceunse of

LY

Godts providones even though bthey ars of Little lasting waluee
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In spite of a sparrow?s litile worth God does not forget him
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(iuke 12:0; compare Mabbe. 10:29). These passages show Gedfs
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cocorn for insignificant members of His creations This cone
Fal 3 - 3« A L £ - & 33 > -
cern af God for His croation accounts for the divine providencs

ve in the lives of moen who do nobl recopnize Him as
thelr Gods This providing sctivity of God for sesmingly insige
iong of Iis creation; as well as fdr men who do
not even recogniszo Eia as God twuly demonatratesAtha prealte
ness of Qod's 16ve, dJosus Himself draws the only possible
esncl :8lon £ ron sush lovey " o o« shall he not nuch more
eloths you, 0 yo of little faltht" (Matt, é:jﬁ)e

The followars of Christ are lumodiately in an altogother
dlfforont velationship from those whe 4o not lmow Hims. The
true bellever:s have very definite promises of succor in time
of distresse God will provide for all the necds of these

who leock to Him for alds To that end Jesus gave health and

)

healing to those who looked to Him for strengthe A4 feow

exampleos will sorve to demonsirate this fact: Two blind men
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eriod to Josus for morey; they were healed sceording to their
faith In Him (Matte 9:29 £f¢)e The man sick of the palsy
heard Jesus say, "Arise, take up thy bed, and go thy way into
shine house? (Yark 2:10); he was healed, Tho woman with an.
issue of blood roceived healing whon she merely touched The
hem of Jesus' garment (Mark 5:25 £7.). Natte L:23,24 tells
how Josus wenbt aboub Gallilee %, « » healing all memner of
sicimess and all manner <f disease among the people." This
special gif't of healthr that Jesus guve to untold members was
at tho same time a roward for thelir faith in Him, and aliso
the means whereby they were brought o faithe The dlisciples
of John wero convinced b the mighty works of Jesus that He
vas the Chriast (HMabtbte 1135)s The man who weos born blind was
led tc seol Gud by the healing of Jesus (Jolm 9:36).

The mighity works of healing that Jesus performed while
fle walked on this earth are ne longer common today, but God
8tlll glives us assurance that e will satisfy 2ll our needs
and most of our wanbts, whethor 1t.4is health, or food, or
clothing or shelter. Wwhat can a believer expoch from God?

In a gencral way he can expect to receive that for which He
askse Jesus says, "Ask, and i% shzll be given youj seek,

and yo shall I indj; Imock, and it shall be opened unto yous
for overy cnec that asketh recelveth; and he that seoketh
findoth; =and to hia that knocketh it shall bs opened”

(Habtte 7:7,8)e This ungualificd proanise of Josus is followed
with tho statowment: WIf ye then, being evil, lknow how to

e
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give good pgifts unto your children, how much more shall your

bia

Father which 1s in hoeasven glve sood things to them that ask

hina?¥ (verse 1l)e God's premises are .11 and free, but 1%

is nocossary for man to be willing to receive what Ood sives
with firm confidonce in His abllibty to do 1t, for Jesus aays,_

"And all things, whatsocever ve shall ask lﬂ NPAYOr, oalieving,

yo shall receive” (Hatte. 21:22)s According to those passages

hildren whatever they desire. One

a "good thing® (Mabt. 7:11), or He intends to grant a bless=

. 2 2 S alon " Saendetat £ & 2= ¥ .
Ing that is even groater than the request.
i - 4
Specifically, He promises to take care of all our needs;
2 : P oy T iy » - -~ E 4 3 e La F wn oo 3 ¥ -] 1
All these Chings [food, drink, clotnzngj shall be added

unto you® (Matis 6333)e Since He lmows thon (¥atts 6:8,32),
we ean bLe certain that He will provide for thoso neods, even
as ilo tales care of the birds {6:26) and clothes the grass

ef the fisld (6:30). Godls earthly blossings a re abundant

and sufficient to weet tho needs of His peoples It is not
rod who withholds His blessings from men, but it is men who

falls to rocognize Ged's goodness and overeostimates his own
needss PFaults statement %o Timothy is strictly in keening
with the thoughts of Josuss He says, "Having food ané raie
ment lot us be therowith content® (IT Tim. 6:8).. Jesus puts
1t this way: "pale therefore no thought for the morrowy Tfow
the morrow shall btake thOhgbt for the things of 1tsell, Suf=

ficient unto the day &5 the evil thereof? (Matbe H:3h).
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Experience seems to show that thers are times, th-ugh, when

LS Lot 4

“

even God's poople ars hungry, naked, anda fflicted with many

-

and serious 1llse. Tis In no way detracts from the God who
watches over His children: for He who numbers the halr of

s and even sees an Insignificant
sparrow fall {verse 29), will alsc be ceﬂstﬁntfy neay His

owmne It mey be possible that even a believer con go hur

{
that a bsliever can be without necessary clothing, that a
believer can be 111 and apparently without the providential
care of God, evenas 1t is posslible for a sparrow to fall %o
the ground; but 1t is Impossible for a bellever tobe Ywithe
out the Father™ (10:29), who guldes the 1ife of evsry bellevers
God will always take cere of His chilldrent's needs and give

them bouantiful blessings, but those blessings canad must give
necessary, to an ever greater bleasing, the full

rowerd of salvation In the presence of God., PFor this roasen

Jesus could say to His disciples: "Take no thought for your
life, what ye shall ealbt; neither for ths body, what ye shall
put ons The 1ife is more than meat; and the body 1s more

than raiment® (Tuke 12:22 f4)e God's providance is necessary
but it iswelatively inslgnichtnt to the grest and final
bleasing that 1s given to those whosocept the reueﬂpticn of
God's Son. This bleasing is ef priv hgortance, and Josusg
bids His own to sesk first the kingdom of God and all other
needs, waleh avrs of little lmportmnes, will surely be suppliled
(Tuke 12:31), |

-I
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God's Spiritual Care

Godis most lmporitant gift satisflies man's only real needs

- - O
3

In order t

5]

9
=

uller understonding of what this gift all

F ugaad
cF
=

includss is neceasary to locii at the variocus deseriptive
phrasos that are used In the Geospels and to dotermine thelr

rolation toench others

series of blesaings which are wmore orleas intercomnected, or

23 L e 7 . & e a o o . Tl ond
it can Yo considered as ne alleineclusgive pgift of Ged which

2 " 20T T 3 vy 8 alam a8 P8 adt Sl e ® on o o ¥ 3 e

ils ally summoed up in the pift of the "kingdom." The gifts

Se T o o s & o o of ¥ o o s oy oot R T e W ol e

chat Cou glves will Lirst be considered as individual blegse
| -] P (N % | Pppp—— 0 s - -

ingss 1t will then be shown how all these blessings result

el

blessing, the rule of God in the hearts of men.

Godte glfts or gift or reward must alw ays be considered

n the lith of repentance, faith, and th

(¢

forgivoness of
sins, “cbtually these, too, are gifts of Gud. These, too,
show the rules of God in the hoart of men, In ﬁﬁe Gospels
there arc {recuent refevences to tho need {or repentsnce
(Matte 3:2,8; L2173 9:13), but only in Acts end tho letters
of Faul is the fact that Go even ;ives Tthis ropentance fully
and expllcitly brought ocute Poter gove 2ll eredit to the God

who exalted Josus ®s » ¢ to be & Prince and a Savior, for to

give repentance o Ysracl and the forgilveness of sins®
(Acts 5331), 7o epostles and brothron scneluded whon Potor

reportad cn tho conversiom of Cornelius: Yrhen hath Geod also
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to the Gentlles granbted repentance unto life" (11:18;compare

alao Rome 2:L: IT Tina. 2:25; Hebe 6:106): This gift of repens
tance enallcs a man to sce the true character of his sinful
nature and to recognize his need for further divine asaigw
“ance.

When the repontmnt soul is dirscted toward Chrlst for
zives him falth wherebr he is enabled to

1y pee fAven the disciples recoge

nized that they were dependent on another for their falth.
. " O . vy oy Hr Al Rn s “ R PE O R ) Y e
They prayed btu Josus, "Lord, increase our falth® (Luke 17:5),

Again, Iin the period following the death mnd resurrection of

ongs Poler definibely states that the lame
nen walked by his faith " o -« which is by him (Christ)”

(Acte 3:106). Praul says thet men are te live ", « » 2ccording

as God hath dealt to every man the meassure of falth" (Roms 12133
le 3

3:23,25; 5322

This 1s the picture of the Godemade disciple: one who

has recognized his shorteonings, experienced genuine remorse

because of his transgression, and who now turms with full and

coaplete confidenco btoe the God who has sent His Son to pey his
debt of sih. On tho basis of this rclati\ns aip which is Uhe

essence of the tru

tinue to flow as a natural consequence of that which God has

aith was {fuke 8:25).

;les made 1t clear that falth, too, finds ites .

disciple, the rest of Ged's blessings conw.

—rpa —

I
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already done. God's blessings and Hls rewards coms to this
believer and dilsciple not because of an taing in the ciseciple,

but bacause of what CGod has begun in him; and because of Hia

- ~ Y - o 2 s . v *) L]
groat love which compels His to continue presenting His own
with evor fuller and more conplote manilositations of His loves

The first glft that ged grants to those who trust in Him

is tho forglveness of sinse It is a gift which is grented by

God Himself: "If ve forgive men their {respasses, your heavenly

R P g 0 sifrir iy A L s 7
Father will also forgive you™ (llatte O:ly)s This is

1or in the Lordis prayer: "Forgive us owr sins® (fumke 11l:h),

Just as the vnmerciful sorvant pleadsd for and recelved mercy
froa his lord: VI forgave thee all that debt bescause thon
desiredst me™ (iatt. 18:32); Therefore we can be coritain of
recoiving forziveness beca 8¢ of the promise: ¥For everyone
that askoth rocolveth {(¥atte 7:0; compare Hatbe 21:22)e

Sowe may feol that sueh 2 reward or gift is of doubtful
value, Suech an attitudﬁ 1s. not the faxlt of the gift or the
glver but lo entirely the fauly of thosc who receive, That it
is of the highest valuo is obvious frau the fact that Jesus
could tell tho vietim of. the palsy, "Be ef good cheer E;ﬂ:

couragé], thy sins e forgiven thee" (Matt, J:2)e Forgiveness

of his sins cume bofore the heeling of his disease, for Christ

rocognized that the forgiveness of his sins was of cardinal

Y TE

foere e SRy
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importence, One person at least considored the forgiveness of
hor sins to be of infinlte value. I% 1s %old how she comd

to Josus with 2 box of olnbaent " « « ond gtood 2t his feet

bohind him weeping, and began tow ash hip feet with®ars,
and did wipe them with the halirs of her hoad, and kissed his

foet, and anoinbod theom with the ointment® (TLuke T7:37 fe)e
Josus gave the explanation for this womante dovotion when he
said to Simon the Pheriseo,; "Her sins, which are many, are
forgivon; for sho loved muchs but $o whom little is forglven,
the same loveth 1ittle™ (verse §7)e The value of the fore
giveness of sins connot be measured: it must be realized,
Only those who recopnize that the cost of tho forglveness of
sins is beyond price, onl- thoso who seo that Christt!s death
alono could buy forgivenoss of sinsg, only those understand
that the forgiven noss of sins iz a truly groat and priceless
£518%. |

The value of the forglivenoss of sins is further seen in
the next gift which the forgiveness of sins makes pososible,
naoly, sonshin with Gods. The requirsment for sonship éith
God is porfecti n: ®He yo therefore perfect, even as your
Pathor which is in heaven is perfect® (Hatt. 5:48)¢ This
parfecticr ls tho suu of all godly virtues whieh must be
frund in believers if theywe to be called sons: they ave
poacenakers (Hatte 517} and lovers of enemiscs (5:45). Such
perfecticn is not found in this world apart from Christ who

alone can onablo gons of the devili to hocomo sons of God.

1
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Ste Paul points out the benefit that lles in sonship:

and if childron, thon heirs; bolrs of UGod, and joint holrs

with ¢hrist® (Rome 0:17)s An heir con considor himself the e

full value of such fubure posscssions ewmot bo estinated bo—

fore tl sons actually inherit those possessionss Jast as
we Go not fully comprohend (ody so alsc is it impossibvle for
us Lo kmow all that He will gives But mostk cortainly the
value of the fubure inheoritance e 'ﬂ:.‘,';i(.':l‘- Do ovar-ggstlnctods
Thoge who sre Godvs sons and His helrs ave holrs tow

sothor with Chrish (Roue J:17) and con Ho edlled the brother
of Christ. For scicone o say that he is the brother of
Christ would indeed e precumpticus, if he arrived at that
gconclusion because of somothing in himselfs Dut Josus ealls

men Iils brothsra when, by Godts power, they are able to do the

will of 1is Pathor. W"or whosoover shall do the will of =y
g P

Faticr which is in heaven, the sene is uy brothar, and slater,

and mobher® (Hatt, 12:50)e The brothephoot of Christ has sige

nificanee only in the light of the fargivonoss of sins which

Ho hiag carned for mone 1hnose who do not noed forgivensss of

thoir sins, vho do not neecl Christ, ere consoquently uwnims

preszod by the blossing of Christts brotherhced with sini\;l one,
Doctuse Christts brothorhood is Important to all s

trust In RBim, they alse can take real coafort and essurance

from Jesus?t words to ilis disciplos as Ho asconded Into hoaven:

"Lo, I am with you alway, even unbtc the end of the mrm"
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{Hatte 20:20)s Already He had prouised His disciples that
His preosencs sssurcs an asaswor bto thelr request from God; then
He said; "for where Gwo cr three are gathered together iIn my
name, thore am I in theo midst of them" (Matt. 18:20). In the
facoe of all probloms and difflculties the beliover con rely.
on the ever-present Christ, hls brother, for strength and
encouragenent. oOince He has overcome all sin (Jomm &:6)
and tempitation (Nott, 4:1 £fe), no believer need fear their
attacke any longer. In thls is the value of the brotherhood
of Christ for mon.

Closely related to the comfort and encouragement which
His disciples voceive by Christis continual presence is the

of aiditional power and support in the person of the

Holy Ghoste His ectivity is noted alreasdy at the time of
Christts concepblon and birth; Josus was conceived of the

Matte 1:10,20)5 Bllzebeth was filled with the

- Holy CGhioat (fuire L:L1); Zechariah prophesied with the power

of the Holy chost (Tulke 1:07) Simeon roceived fromthe Holy
Ghost the pronlse of life $1l1]l the birth of Israslts salvee
tlon (2:25 ff.). The future work of the Holy Ghost was
prodicteds Joim foretold how Christ would baptize with the
Holy Ghiost ond with fire (Matbt. 3:11; Wark 1383 rLuke 3:16);
Josus encouraszed His diseiples not to worry about what they
would say in times of porsceution: YFor the Holy Ghost shall

teach you in the same ‘heur what ye ought to say" (Luke 12:12;

compare Matt, 13:11); He also would call to their remembrance

-
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all that Jesus 17 taught thon (Jokm 14:26). The primery

functicn of the [»ly Ghost, however, would bo to carry cut e =
this work after tho ascension of Christ into glory« The

prophwcics and prosises wers fulfilled: tho Holy Ghoat was

given (Acts 2:4); the Hely Ghost did £111 the diselples with

thost gave the disgciples thelr authority anc

Paul and Parnabas were sent ozt by the Holy Ghoot (Acts 13 L),
the Holy CGhosl maleg men overseers over His flocls (20:25).

The Holy Ghost is the priceless glft of the rather e
1ildren whom He lovess The greatness of this gift ila

1r ’WQCL nroporilon to the groatness of God fimselfs TWo
homan father would give his child a stone instesd of the bread
for which the child nasked, a snake for a fishk, or a deadly
scorpian for an eogys & father would zive his ¢hlld the very
bost food that he could alford, and he would give only that
which would be to the child's benefits dJesus, then, spesking
to such lmman fathers, seys, "If ye then, belng evil, lmcw
how to give good gifis unto your childrsn: how mmch mors
shall your hoavenly Fethor give the Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost)
to them that asik him?" (lake 11:13)s God is good; the gift
Ho gives to His childron far surpasses the best that a man

can offer to his sonj Godts gift is His Holy Spirit.
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Theso glfts which a diseinle aﬁd follower of Christ
receives, nanely, the forgiveness of- sins, songhip with tﬁa
Fathor, brotherhood with Christ, His éfmtinual vresence, mé F??
the zift of the Holy Chost, these gifts at the ssme tiume -
cive otornal 1life to tho bellevers

To understand the cessence of ordinary life 1s difficult

; s S ¥ "
3 1tsolfs Btermal 11f

-

fo is evon more difficult to comprehend

fullys In tho 0ld Tostament physieal life was considered to

Be tho highest nood; bebbor even than wisdom and honor;

L) noom

FLength of dnye 18

{ts
j

n her pight handy and in her left is wise
| dom and honor' (Provorbs 3:16); "And Saten answered the Lord,
end sald, skin for skin, yves, all that a men hath will he
g give for his 11fe" (Job 2:l1): "For te hiz that is joined to
5 all thé living “ﬂo“o is hope: for a living dog is better
than a dead lion® (Foce 9:li)e "Lifo" 1s the word for happiness,
and to recelive a long life is %o live till s "good old age™
(Gens 15:15; 25:8; Judges £:32).

fonesis 2:7 tells us that %y & &« the Lord God formed
man out of the dust of the ;réund, and breacthed inte his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became & living socul,.®

- God 1s the source of life, Before men sinned he lived his

i life in the inage of fod (Gen, 1:20). Life originally included

the %imnge of God," bubt sindestroyed the imsge of God in the

*aerhurd von Rad, va" T%soloﬂlzzhes W8rterbuch gum
Neuon Testonment, edlbﬁd Ger = LI (8tatigort:  verliasg
ven ,m&x 2 ntd')’ II' 8‘-!}!-0 3
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1life of man., %The punishment for sin, however, is reoally not
death or tho cossabtion of 1life, but rather the curse of God
which rests in tiw corruption of that life: the paln of child
birth, a sense of shane, the toll and sweat of labor

(Gone 3:16 £fs)e This is made clear in that God simt out

Adan and Zve from the garden lest they paruate of the frult

of the trec which could have prolonged this imperfect life

Yot even the 1ife that man has is & gift of God, and is
nourished and sustalned by CGodj "Por with thee is the founw
tain of 1ife® (Pse 30:9}. God lot the Israelites go hungry

for a time that He might moke them ", » ¢ Imow that man doth

not live by bread only, but by every word that nrcceodetq
out of the mouth of the Lord doth men 1live" (Deute 8:3)e

These words wore quoted by Jesus to confound bhO evilis

tomptation (Matbe Lsly Tuke l:l)e

The life which is more than bread (Hatte hil) and more
than eating and drinking (6:25) includes a certaln fellowship
with Ged: ™Whom have I in heoven but thee? and there is
nene upon earth. I desire Leside thee®™ (Ps. 16:11), and thils
1life is recelived by faith: PYThe just shall live by his faith®
(Habe 2:h)e This 1ife taltes on eschatological significance
in ‘the words of Daniel: "And many of them that sieep in the

duat of tho earth ghall awake, scme to everlasting life, and

d 2Ibid.o’ po 8’.!.6.
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gome to shome and overlasting conbempt® (12:2), so that the
grue 1life is o 1life after deanth and a life that endures fore
ever, II laccabees T:9,1,23,30 are passages which express
2
thic same iden,” Tho guectlon put to Jesus by both a lawyer

and a young rulor, "What st I do to inhorit oternal life??

{(Tuko 10:253 18:18), reflocted Jowish interest in the attaine

ot significant ¢ this study 1s the fret that the
eternal 1life is a gift of God. The disciple who has left all
for tho salto of Clhwist . o » 8hall inherit everlasting lifo®
(Matts 19:29); he shall "recelve « « « In the world to core
)3 ¥Theu hast given him the Son
power over all [lesh, thet he chould give eternal 1ife to as
many as thou hast given hin® (17:2): "Ihe wepges of sin is
desth; but tho zift of Cod is eteornal 1life through Jesus
Christ ocur Loprd® {(Ron, (6:23); "And this is tho record, that

God hath plvon to us oternal

fd

lifeo, 2nd this 1ife is in his
Son®™ (I Jolm S:11).

Since 1t 1o a gift of God, its worth is without question,
But ites valus as a gift of God hecomes coaprechensible when

WO recoimige the denends lald on those who soek this life,

Jﬂf. Coorse Bertram, f guu) " Theologischas W8rterbuch
sum Heuen Testanent, odited by Gorharg ﬁi%f T (stuttgart:
?arla" Vo "“”_?EEIﬁhm‘or, nede), IZ 85&;

L"Iiez::=:;~.:wn.r1 Le Strack and Paul Blllerbeck, "Das BEvangelium
nach Matthllue,? Komenbar mua Heuen Testoment (Mnchens:
Co Ho Beclilnche ToriApobucnENaLInG, 1U22)s ©s 808
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Josus %old the vich young ruler, "If thou wilt enbter into
1life, keep the commandaments™ (Matt. 19:17)s Perfect obedience
te the will of God is agelin inslstod upon by Jesus, Rtermal
1ife must be of great value if a Jewlsh lawyer, a scholar,
thought it worth while to work for it (luke 10325). Bternal
life mot indeed Lo prlcoless if it is worth mors than the

lose of a hand, or a foct, or an eye (Matts 18:8 £.), If it

is of greater value than the oclosest relative or dearest pose

life: "Por what shall a men bo profited, if he gZain the

ris 1ife? or.what shall a man glve
1ifes™ (Matts 16326)e

sternal 1ife, viewed from a more Qositive aspecty is a
pricoless gift sinco it is lifes Life can only bo eseribed
in Gorms of Him who has 1life, the Christ who dled, yet who
lives after having overcowe deaths Christ ocmn say, "I am the
resurrectlon and the 1ife® (Jolm 11325)e 8t Joln says, "In
Him was 1lifos end the 1ife was the light of men™ (John YL:ili)e

Jesus explains, ¥For as the Father hath 1life in Himself}

80 hath he glven to thoe Son to have 1ife in himself® (Jolm S:206),

Lator He adds, "I am the bread of 1ife” {06335); "I an ths way
the truth and the 1ife" (1l:6). Christ is life; His resur=
roction proves that this is ne 3dle sbaobemonty "He is not hore:
for he 15 risen as he sald® (iatt, 20:6)e In Christ death
i%gels 1a destroyed: "Hls grace « « « 18 now made manifest

by the apposring of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath

P e
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abolished death, and hath brought 1lfe and 1mortalig to

light through the gospol® (II Tims 1:10)s In the resurrecs=
tion of Chrilst "Death is swallowed up in victory™ {71 Cor.15154);
1ife has defeated deathy Christ has extracted deathis sting

and has taken awoy the vietory of the grave (verse 55).

Wot only is God (he "living God" (Jose. 3:10), but He is indeed

tho 2od of the "living¥: 9I om the God of Abrehan, end the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobe God is nob the God of
the dead, but of the living" (Matts 22:32)s God is life,

K 5
i

and o live 13 o have Gods

n

1 and ageln spoaks of Godls

LR o ™ o b i Tyl £ i 1
The Goscpel of John age I

rodemptivo blossings In terms of lifes The passages found in
his Gospel Lring out thils coneept more ¢learly than any pasg=
ages of tho 5ynoptic Cospelse Jesus,; as quobted by John,; makes
it most clear that the life of Christ exists only for that
man who accopbta Christ: "iHe that believeth on the Son hath
everlesting 1ife: and ho that belioveth not the Son shall
not see 1ife¥ (3:30)s Again: %He that hearoth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 1ife® (5:24);
also: Yand this iz the will of him that sent me, that every
one which ¢ coth ihe Son, and helieveth on him, may have ever=
lagting 1ife: and I will raise him up a% the last day® (6:40;
compare 103103 11L:29; 17:33 20:31)s This life, which is a
gift of God, ecomes only to mon who believe in Himj but at the

game timo 1t is avallable to all who bolleve in Him,
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The 8ync tic Gospels presont the g:uylccncept with cthop
polats of'em@hagiﬂo Thoso who have this life have fellowship '
with Ggod Lecauso thoy arc the scns of Gode, Jesus calls those
who have beon mads woeprthy to receive the resurrecticn "soas
of God" (Luke 20:30),; "e o « and they are as tho angels in
henven® (ilatt. 22:30), who "; « s 2lways bohold tho face of
uny Pather which is In hosven® (iatt. 18:10). “This mlatione
ship ia a permonent rolatiocnshipe. The angels "y & « do
aelways behold tho face of my Father.Y This life is called

.
}

etornal life or overlasting llfe (Watte 19:29; 25:46)s In

this 1ife there is no death: YHelther can thoy die enyucre®
(Luke 20336). The 1ife that God zives is an eternal and over=

lasting sharing in all the blessiﬁgs of heaven., In tho eternal
1ife man will exporionce true joy. To His faithful sorvants
the Lord says: "Enter inbo the joy of thy Lord® (Matt. 25:21),
Thils eternal jor of the fubure life will be onhanced by the
progonce of all the saints, whethor Jow or Gentile, who will
ocone from evary cornoy of the globe, and who will sit down

together with Abraham and Isasc and Jacob in the kingdom of

‘heaven (Maitt. £:11; corpore Lasarus in Abrshamis bosom,

Tuke 16:22).
The eternal 1ifo which will be fully rovenled includes

2 sharing in the glory of God Himsolf, and in the glory of

‘H13 Sone Jesus promises, "Then after the judgment sbell the

righteous shine forih =s the sun in the kingdom of their Father®
(Matte 13:43). Noses had a fortaste of this glory of God when
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he was ellowed bo come noar to God (Exe 21:2), to comame

‘with Him (25:22), and to see the glor: of God (33:22 £.),

but not tho fase of God (33:20), the glory which was reflected

s

in the face of Nosce (3L:29) and terrifiled

-

the pocple (34.330).
The threc disciples were made aware of true heavenly bllss on
the nmount of transfigurations Chrlst appesred withthe glory

of God in ihe fellowship of Moses and Blijeh, who elso appeared

in glory,. Thisc glorious splendor was revealed to these men,

who fell down in holy owe and poverenco bhefore thelr Tord

(Luke 9329 7Te)s Potor wes gulek o recognize that to be in
the proscnce of Godls zeints in glory weas a great privileges

g : . . " 5
Miaster, it 1c pood for us te be hore® (9:133). Jooug mave

i
e

$in
iy

these disciples a proview of the «lterna ¢ with God. They

no doudt reawdily eprreclated the significonce of this zlimpse .
of glorye. Thav -onewh«“e“ Hoses ' sreab dosiro to 829 bthe
glory of the Lord: %I besgech thoe, show me thy clory®

(ze 33:18). They recsiled that Isalahts provhecy of the new
aze inel:ded this promise: "They shell sce the glory of our
Lord, and excellensy of our God" (Isalash 35:2), and they
romenbored the promise of Isalah 66:10, Theoy no coubt shared

scmo of the current rabbinlal ideas sueh as ¥ittel auobas

from Tanch Buber (The Low’ spoaks) s

Speéar may have preferrsd tco prolong the heavenly bliss
bocause of a disinclination to face the problems of the
conming monthse

i
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Im koumenden &eov, won" lch meine Schukina zum
#Zisn peflhrt .nu:, werde ich *oiaen'jwzgenthﬁllan
Mr ganz Israel, und slio worden schanen und werden
leben 2 TBeigkolit.

on "

Pron Berakot 3ha the fcllowing is auoted:

Sic sitzen it ihren Hronen auf 1hven Hfuptern
und erquicken sich an dem Glanz dor 3Scholklina, donn es
holsst (Rx. 2@:16): 5ie schaueon Gobt uné sc aslen

wnd tranken sic.

This is tho glory which Btephon saw by the sewer of the

Holy CGhost shorthly bofore his death (Acts 7:55)es In this
glory of God and of His Scm Josus they crucilfied the Lord of
glory (I Cor. 2:8) all belleveors participate: YWhen Christ,
who 1s our life, shall appear, themn ghall ye n lso appear with
him in glery"® (Cols 3:h); "wh the Lord Jesus Gﬁrist shall

change our vile body, that 1t may be fashioned like unto his

glorious body? (Philes 3:21)

[
]

Part ol this eternal 1life and glory which 7ot to be

revealed ls the nrivilope of Codts own to sec His faco. TWotb
‘even lloses wag poernitted to sce God face Uo face, for Ged
sald, "Thon canst not see my face: Cfor there shall no man
see mo, and 1ive ' (Bxe 33:20)¢ Dut the fcollowers of Christ P

shall both secc God and lives Jesus clearly promiges this in

i ~

the words of the Peatitude: "Blessed arze the pure in heart
for they shall gso God" (Matte 5:8)e Actually So see Gud
1s the height of fellowship with God. ({The angels enjoy this

privilese already secording to Josuss "Tholir engels do always

Saerna é 9
»d Kittel, MO0 W gheslozischos WBriorbuch sum
Eeuen Togtanent, odited b éernHFE"KfﬂtEI‘%SﬂﬁtfgﬁFfT"'Vﬁflag

VoI We ROBLDGIIIOD, v.u.), IT, 253
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bohold the face of my Pather which is in heavens®) Only those
who have found favor in His sight wlll ever be able to see
Gode _
Becanse Hoses had found { avor with God (Exs 33:17) .,
God sald, "Behold thers 1s a place by me, and thou shalt
stond upcn a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my glory
passoth Dy, that I will put thes in a ¢lift of the rock, and
will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: And I will take
away nine hand, and ¢t ou shalt ses my dbake prz_.-f;s; 1t my face
ghall not bo seon® (Rxs 33:21 ff.). The oxpression to "gee
God® is, of course, closoly comnected to the expressicn o
"gee the glury of God." Yot actually to ese God 1s a far
greater thing than to soe His glorys For men have ssen the
glory of God: The Israsclites saw Godtls glory reflected in
the faco of Hoses (Bxe 3129 £6¢); the diseiples saw the glory
of God on the mountain hf transfiguration, but nc man has
seen God's facoe Jolm says, "No man hath seen Ged at any
time; the only begotbton Son, which is in the bosom of the
Pather, ho hath declared hia® (Joim 1:10), because only
LT s he which 1s of tho Father, he hath scen the Father"
(63&6)- On the other hand, those who have cocme to falth, in
the Son of fGed also havo, through the eyes of falth, seen the
Pathor, Josus séié to Phillp, "Have thou not Imown me Philip?

ho that hath goen ze hath seen the Fatheri® (Jom 1h:9).
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The kingdom of God is the sum of all of God's spiritual
blessingss It has alrezdy beor demonstrated that Godts gifts
or rewards fall into soveral categories, but at tho some time
there is a closc comnoctblon between all of God's blessingss
They are interdependent; thoy work togother, Ultlmately
whatever God ~ives to Wls followsrs comes undor the neadlings
The Kinpgdon of Gcde HKirn says, "The reward is regularly the
bestowal of the kingdom of God.®! Ritsechl naintaina that

ub

R, ¢« « the reword means perticipation in the kingdom of Gods

(]

According to Billlerboclk, Jesus deseribes the kingdem of heaven

declares, in connectit ith the Civet beatitude, thait the
position of the firat mmd last bestitude P, « « Incicates that

the possession of the Kingdon sums up ell the other rosults of

o ! : 10

the blessed dispositicns thot are mentioned.”
A studr of the woris of Josus cannob but lead to this

conclusion, %ho kingdonm of God is not only the highest good,

fo%to ?i:a, e, Renlonevelopidie fr nrotostantischs
Tﬂ9310"1" und Rirche, “wwnuo& BY Jde Je LOPEOH, OGLIUOG Dy
ATDSrE fauon (ToTpzig: Je Ce Hinrichstsche Puchhandlung,
1902, XI, 608,

[ .
“Albers Rit schl, Die Christliche Lehrs von der Reghtferte
%%%%; und VersBhmung, Third edltlon (Bonn: Adolph Hercus,
v Lg Jie

Yernann . Strack and Paul Billerback,lgg.'cit., ve 101,

10A1frae Plumner, S. Mabtthow (Grand Rapids: ¥Wmes Bes Ferdmans
Publ: s:;laa Conpeany, 1953) 5 De O3
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but 1t 48 the sun of all good, becass "This Kingdom 1s the

nll

vulo of God o o ¢ ' and "Tho 1doa, undorlying all, is
® o > >

3 5 g " R S K] 5% -
godts gracious nanifestotion In the world s ¢ « ¢« This gro=
] - 238 w2 /% B oo 3 ) o SN
gclous purposo Wasg e« » « iodlviduslisod, and the Eingdom actw=
a1 4 8l . : nie
ually astoblished in the Megsiabe i ;

has done and conbinues to do, and will do for His pooples It
is the c¢ulmination o (God's activity for nmene Nant's reponw

tance ia the Dirst traco of the rule of Col effcobively atb

work. In repontance mante rulo iz chiemged from self-rule to

liicodemmay "Except 2 nan be bora of
wabter and of thw Spipit be camaot enter into tho kingdom of
God" (John 3:5)e The coming of the kingdom s.nd_ the preaching
of the kingdon is the eall to repontance. It was Jolmis prow
clazation: "Repont yo: Ior the kingdon of heeaven is at hand®

(7abts 3:2)e Josus conbinued that proclamation (abbe L:17)

and divected the disciples Go z;:ol ey o« & B0 tho E.cmi: ghoep of

the house of Isresl, and as you go, proach, sa*r'mg, Tho hing=

dom of hoaven 18 at hend" (llatte 10:5 fe)s This proclanation

was hope to troubled souls, for in tho kingdom of God the

poweyr of sickness, sin, and the devil 1s destroyode ™ioal tho -

slek, cloanse tihw lepors, ralsc tho doad, cost out devilsg™

11133:1{3.,, pa 20 £

12)1fr0a ndersholn, The Life end Tines of Jesus the
%ifg_hi(ﬂraﬁd Rapids: :z. T TOrcaans Puollching Lonpenys

» Ly 100 £,
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Josus sald o hisc disciples (Uabbte 10:8); by these things the
nesrmess of the ingden is proved (1037 sompars 12:20).

The kingdon eruyasaiﬂns‘also‘brlng out theo closc rolaw
tionshlp botween Cod and Ilis people, n Hatthow 13:30 the
good seed of the linpdom prrable is called the “ehildren
of the kingdom," Concluding the parable, Jesus saye, “"Then
shall the righteocus shine fortvh as the sun in the hkingdom of

{

- - t -~ . s
thelr Fathor™ (13:i3)s Az sons of the kingdom they aPe also

holirs of the "Ingdom and all thaﬁ.ﬂod promises to glve to his
heirss Tho sone of the kingdom, likewilse, have fellowshilp
with the Son and ghove 1n His reign; they shall "see the Son
coming in his tingdos® (Hatbts 16:28)s

fha Igingdom of heaven 1s therofore at the samo time
another exproacicn for the eternal glory which God proaises
to His subjectss In the kingdom is the real joy, for the
Lord of tho lzingdon says to his faithful servantsy "Enter

thou into the joy of th

N,

Torde" The blessed who inherit the

L)

‘kingdon preparod for thom (Batbs 25334) are the rightecus

who entor into obtornel 1ife (25:40).

n the last analysis the kinpgdon of God is tho entire
lessionie gift of salvation, 1t is salvation itsolfe This
is a far coy fron tho rabbinical concept of the kingdome
They felt that it dopendod upon man to come under the mle
of God by recorniticn of, and subjection and o&eﬁience to His
will, His rule veculted In salvation ln 8o far as wen bocaus

Bubject to 1t, and £:1filled ite demend, but Godls rule was

o e CO et
S VLT, Ja

|
|

&

A L g .
e, o s
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never salvotion itselfs Thoe difference hare is the &ifferencé
between Law ond Goapel: the one demands, the other r;iv'eaqm
pecording to the words of Jesus the kingden 1s Gedls saviag
: g.‘y_ft to mane
The basile idea In the kingdom is Cthe pruling concept;

-

however, thls rullng ls notl limlted Go the rule of God alone,

but the reward for felthiful disciples is that they shall also

¢}
share in the rulo of Gods This 1s part of tho dlsciplels

enjoying the followship of God and His Christ, but it 1s also [ ]
more than that; here the dlseciple actually partieipates in
God's divine ruling. Jesus e¢learly says to His discirles:
"ihen the Son of man shall git in the throne of his glory, -
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve '.
trivees of Israol® (Mabt. 15:28)s Plummer says in a footnote

to this passege, "tMudgzing' does not mean sentencing the

wicked, which would be painful work, and no reward, but rather - ‘
raling the .,_c:oor}..”ﬁ‘:“ That this reward for faithful service 1ls . " |
an opportunity actually to share in ch's rmling activity is
further 3 cut by the parable of the houssholdsr who
i'as.thrull}; carries oot the dutles that his Tord has assigned il
%o hims Jesus? own verdict for suech seticn is cleoars "Blessed
is that gorvant whom his Iord when he cometh shall find seo

deings Verily I say unto you, that he shall make him raler

7 13ﬂem&n Le Shrack and Paul Billerbeck, loc. clt,

: : mﬁlﬂred Plumzer elt e 10
= Ll 9y e 2709 _.c__i:_# é‘adgﬁﬂ 3:10;
5 1082:33 1239,11, l_p,:L,.: = . g i !
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over all his goods? (Matte 2h:lib £a2)e The m»'itatioa-; of the
King at the day of jJudgment glves the most cinclusive evidence
that the reward for God's falthful Ineludes the right amnd
;priirilo{;;c to rulo with God: T"Comue ye blessed of wmy Father,
inbierlit the __._3;:;’1’"_ jj):ﬂc';“'m‘-:-"::l’. for you Lfrom the foundation of

the world® (Matt. 25:3l)s Plummer coues to the same conclusions:

This King not only comes in Hls kingdon, butb
hag kingdons $o boatow, which have boen walting
throughout all time for thelr proper soverelgns.
fAind the Xkinglon and the doaminion, and the greats

- ]

nogs of the kingdoms uander the whole heaven, shall
be given to wonle of the saints of the FMost
High!' (Dan.

That disciple who hag accepted the graciocus call of the
Savicr and has regponded with failthful servico recelvesa clioar
nad cert:in-prawiso: "uell done, thou good end faithful sor=
vant: thou hast Leen falthful over a few thingsi I will msale
thoo ruler over many things" (ﬁutte 25:21)¢ Sharing in God's
rule 15 the significent reward thai God bestows upon all His

Yrue disciples; 1% is not liczited to the twelve whe enjoyed

the blossed privileso of w king personally with Josus.
Plummer corments on tho parablo of the laborers in the vinew
yard: "The reward is open to all true workers for Christ
without ﬁistinctiono ?¢o have been carliest on the fleld
eonfers no oxclusive right to special bleasings.“16 The
Other pagsages whieh have beon clted also show that the

lsAlfred Fluner, ops Clls, Pe 350 £,
.162}33299 Be 2720 s’ ¥
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disclple who serves wlll indeed share in CGodts ruling

In conslidering the kingdom of (od as & reward or gift
is falthfal :r?olf!.::o'" ro, the assumpbion is not made
that this complobtely covers the ontire rolationship of the
beliover to Gedts yulin, aciivity in his 1ife. The kingdom
is a much broader e that ineludos more then tho list of
blessings that have veen atiributed Lo 1t in this pavors
Bub consldering thoso aspocts of the kingdom which can be

L

termed the reward or gift of God, the diseciple Gi'z‘.z'z‘iﬂt help

be ovorvhoclned »y tho unspeakable greatnesg of the love
£ God who has bDosbtowed upon lils omn such & pricaless gifts
The value of the Individual zifts which are included in the
1p to oched light on the value of the kingdem s g
wheolos, This value is emphasized Ly the frequéent refurences
"oplessed™ in close connoction to the kingdom :its.e}.f

and the sifts waich 1t ineludess In this térm as uged 80

frenuently by Josus u.a’s a real unifying concept for all

- -

those elesents which =ore connectad with the Chrlisiiants To=

wrauaet
WaPH s

MGKUP!OS is a word peouliarly suited to deseribe the
state or condition of the reciplent of fodts gift or reward.
In the clnassical Creek usage yd&ofplos des erlbes the happy
condition of Yhe gods who are witheut earthly trials and
troubles, and it can deseribo the dead who have passed into

the painless 1ife of tho geds. Hven Ghough this word was nob

e e e e
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1imited to thils usagse among the (-:-roolzs,m and ia spite of

the fact that in The Sepbuagint 1t was used to refer to

- o AR ‘
happiness gc::a:e:u.l:,r,L' In "eow Testasent usase puxdpios sbill

3

etalns a strong flavor of thias original meaning, It is true

that writers of the 014 Tegtamwnt were avare at least that
God. 1s the diapenser of all blessedness, bul o then bHlosseds

ness deoscrived o more gencral condlitlen of CGod-given prose

perity in the various actlvities of 1life.l% The preodominant

Tostanont is the unioue molizlous joy which

tion In the redemption of

N
the kingdom of Tode=Y A4ll poods of earthly value do not come-

pare o the bleoas 8 to him only who has

this highost gif¢, the kingdom of Code Thils alone ia what

the plous hope lor, and when thoy have it thoy are Pruly

blessed. DBlossednoss consists in this that exliled men are
made cliizons of tho new kingdom and are made partaeiers of
11 those things whieh the citigonship in Godts kingdom ins

cludess It 1s brue that this blessedness involves a complete

oversal in the character, dosires, end pleasures of the new

- - - ’ o I = ‘ J
Llrricaricn faue , Yuwaxapros,™ Thoolozisches HBriorbuch

2um Heuen .m-‘ta iont, edited Ly Gorhard Kitue usLoar

Ver1a Von 7. Rohlhammer), IV, 365

(z el
YWooorgs Dortran, “;udxap:as," Cheglopicches ! Erterbuch
gun leuen TOS‘i‘:Cx wnb, edilted JJ Gerl Lt sHutenars:

Verlwg; Von ', hohlbamaer), IV, 307s

191!31‘3..3 De 36320

27-} . X -
Friodrich Hmick, ops oibe, Pe 309




sitlzen, "The true vlessedness which comes with the kingdom
channes the husan evaluation of pleasu

& & ¥ 3 oy o 3w L 1 T e -1
clation of heavonly Joy. This blessed

; . lespedness comos as Godts
- 2 2 o . | Jecr— £ oD @, o - e o
revard which Jogug recirong o the plous sufferers for His

5 ” A dledass o » \
cauce who arce described as MTwyo/s (fuke G320}, or wATW yo/
A ‘ S & A e g a
Tw Tyévmors (atle 5:3), WavWrres (Tulo 0:21) and WEWWVTES

. uia

v Sl LA / g '
kai Siylovtes Tav Sikanosvvay {7abts 510, kKhalouTes (Tl §:21),

ﬂ'tl/?d&‘urss (watts S:b), In ovposit

Jo B - - i o %
sy in tien to unrepshtent rich
1
- el s Avy A @ 2 b o, 2 ¥ . a s T b ) {
mén, and proud selfe-rishtsons "models® of plety (Luke 18:9)s

God wants o clonle, nercifal
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of the platteor, but within they are full of extorticn and

excess® (23:25), e blossedness of the Christlan roward is |
sure to come (o him who rocileves the revelation of God wilth
true feith: 9"And blossed is sho that bolieveth: for thore
shall be a perforaonce of those things which were teld her 1 \
from the Lord® {(Luake 1:15); "nlessed art thou, Simon Barjonas® B

for roceiving the revelation of the Father {ratte 16:17)e

In spite of tho strangenocss of the revelatlon *s o o blessed ‘
: 18 ho, wnoscover shall not be offended in me™ (wabt. 11:b)a |
Blossed also is ho who doos not dopend upcn false supports kg
for faith, such as "sesing" (John 20:29); who readily hoars é
s word (rulke 11:28) end responds to ib: 1ot everyons who

says unte me, lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
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heavens but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
1 21
heaven® (latt. 7:21; compare T:2h L£fae)e

Trulsy the diseciple ond believer of Jesus Christ is a

blegsed heir %o all the posscssions of God's kingdome
The Roward, a Pubtaro Realliy but a Preszent Hope
Acoording to bthe ISynoplie fGospels, Godts gifts of aternal
1ife, divine glory, and the kingdom of God in 1is most come

plete sensc ars always pletured as blessings to bemwalized : B
in the fubture age. Hternal life particularly is commected 5
to the hope of the fubure 1In the Synoptics; and, according

to Bultmann, 1t can bs interpreoted in this way for the enitire

How Tesbtamont.“ "jarrow is the wey which leoadeth unto 1ife" !

Hatts 7:2iL)s "It is belbbter for thee to enter inbo 1ife hald

into hell £ire™ (18:0,9)e WIf thou wilt enter inte life, i |
koop the commandments® (19:17)s MHo shall rocelve . « « in I ‘|
the world Vo come eternal 1ife® (Mark 101303 compare Luke 10:30 ). |
In the GQeospel of Jolm such a fubturs connotation is pez'mitted

|

By

but is not entlvely demanded by the words of Jesus which are ] ‘
|
gquoted. Tie that bolieveth on the Son hath everlesting life: |
|

he that beliovoth nob the Son shall not see 1ife®" (Joim 3:36%

S e 4 )

S s e

alIbidl, Pe 369 .c’?f.

In this passaze both tue present and future concepts of life ’ :
22 ‘.
Rudoph Bultmann, ope Cllas pe 800 g

, |
|
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are implied, Dulbtman puts it like this:

present insofar as the hope of it rosts upon

-

)
AL S b o ’ A
in Christ. %" is the source of 1life for ths

well as life itsclf 1sh), and inesmuch

has Christ he 11fe. By faith in Christ the

1 $a 2 & o 4 34 g e g
W, s s passed Troa death unbte life” (Jom 5

s2h) o

that Ged " o ¢ hath bspotien.

Peter

"Eternal life is

what has happened
believer

as tho bellsver

believer has

says

L] L) h) 2
18 again unto & livoly nope(f)-

His grace,

’ A 2 -~ 7 ~ - e %
mda §weay) by the resurrsetion of Christ from tho deed”
(I Peter 1:3). Paul adds: "“That being justilled by
we should Le mads helira according Lo the hope of clor

(Titus 3:7). Uhere is no dls

in the futuree.

lzagreexent betweon the 8

~al life®

wision eternal 1ife as something to be

But becauss of its

hope during their

a2 blessl g to be rceceived in the future

Son of wmsn shell ¢

—

anSelS ¢ o .“'(1632 3

disciples will e

tion by being

the ", .

" A e £
e O OI

E31via,

future blessing it becomes for them a

plory

e L . So Y
O L Ble

noraitbed to share

men shall

Living

present existonces

of the oternal 1life which 1s clearliy

a:6es "Thon sipll the

kingdon of thelir

This will take place alter M., « « the

7
.

glory of his Father with his

compore 2&:30 fs)e In the new age the
rewardcsd for tneir endurance mnd renuncla-
in the rule of Christ when

slt upon the bhrone of his glory

[
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e« » &7 (19:28)s In 2ll those instences the glory of Christ will
be glven to, and be seen Ly mwen in the age following the
gecond coming of the Sone

The full and complete blessings of the kingdom of God

wlll be prosonbtod oanly after the second coning of the Son of

=

man in glorye It is = time In the future when manywho come

from the enst and west shall "sit down with Abraham, and

a

Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdem of heaven® (Matbs 83ll)e

The children of the kingdenm arc the seed which is gatheved
into the baras x. tho harvest of judgment day (Hatbt. 13:371%.),
and at that time the children of the kingdoa shall %, . « shine
i'o.rtu as the sun in the kingdom of thelr F-éd:her," (13 :’.;3).

his will all take plece when the Son of men shall come in

His kingdom (16:20)s The deseripbion of judguont day when
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His glovy with His holy angels
to 2it upon the throne of Hia g‘.‘iory'to judge all nations and
particularly to reward His own (Batte 25:31 £fa) clearly
presents an event which 1s te take placa in the fubtures
Josus voints to the kingdom in its final completod state
when he says bto His diseiplos, "I will not drink benceforth
of this frult of the vine, until that dey when I drink it
nev with you in Fatlwr's kingdom?® (26:29).

tlany passa es ',, efor o the ki-gdos as alweady being
osteblished in the present age. ihen the devils are cast out
" & o then the lingdom of God is coe wbo youl (Mabt. 12:28)
From the time of Jé‘xm. tho Baptist, whe "pru.-ched the kingdom




of God?® (Iuke 16118 ¢ 3:2), men preas

into it (Tuke 16:1(), which shows that the kingde: already

exists for those who accopt Ul

W

God in thelr hearts:
» - O 3 L - T ol -"
B8ehold the kinpdon of CGod 1u % lth%. gou® (Tuke 17321).21‘?

paver, does nobt ehemre The basice idea that the

Tl ) et T 4 - =
kkingdon is a roward

to be given at a fubure time whon the rule of God is fully

recognized and acceptod following the judgment of all men

by the Son of man. The parable of the seed (Matte 13:37 T.)
and the parablc of thw net cost Inbo tha sea (13:h7 ££,)
pregsent this {truth: the kianpd of God exists now for those

) o . 3 " - F ) g % b e ey g, - P B 9
who have accepted Christ, but at the end of the world ths
Yinodma af fAed e 3 e
kingdoa of 0od w

1% L ." A -'-. ;:
iy defined, and
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shen the rightoous inherit etornal
ked areo cast out Into ogternal destructicne
hough the reward will not bo received by mon unbil

nation of the a ge, ncvo*"*c"e*‘s w ¢ are assured that

2 . .vu..“. P a7 iy
ia roody and waiting for Cod¥s sons even nows The

IHingdon whish the blessed of tho Father will receive has been

prepered for them "from the foundetion of the worldl

(Matts, 25:3h). In Johm 112 Jesus sives Hic diseiples a

simllar word of gowfort: "In my Pathor?ts house are many

‘ﬂﬂ?or a full \.._scus.;‘!.aﬂ ol 'Lw exogetical problem in taia
PRAsago see Paul 1. Brotsecher, ;zl.,e »" Concordia
‘I'heolo ical

e : ‘Loa.ua ts Xv (1 over*sez 19! me,), ppe TI0=367T End

s ondordlea f"hnclo *ical ?Sonta}z XXIX (December,
-1.:1 x ?T‘. 8@5—9(}?.
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mansions: 4L 1t were not so I would have told youe I go to e
prepare a plece for you." Kirnm polnts to various passages to

show that the wroward is already prepared: %Rejoice, and be

glad now fLor great is your reward In heaven® (liatt. 5:12)%
ez treasuries is heaven . « " (Matt,.6:20%3
1t can be stored Lhore now; ®Zc and sell that thou hast, and

give o the poor and thou ghalt have treasure in heaven®

face of persocutions, "Rejoice ye in that day

w3 o 2 - s 1 T e ~
and leap for joy, for behold your row

. 00 =T

Since Cho kingdom and the eternal reward is already
walting for the heirs of eternal 1ife, 1t 1s understandable

how the intonse hopo

o
bring the fubure reallty of heavenly gzlory snd bliss into the

A e

Imnediate context of their 1life. They felt that the final

coming of the Lord would be soon. They were constontly sware

of the nearness of this comming of Christe The two sons of

Zebedee were eapor to secure their plass in His kingdom

(Matbs 20:20 £r,3 Mark 10:35 £1,); the disciples hoped that

Pentecost would usher in the gloricus kingdom of God (icts 1:0).

desus had also given sevoral propheciecs Go oxcite thelr anti-

cipations

In ¥obthow 16:17, Josus secmed to be describing
Hils second comlng when Ho sald, "rhere be some standing here

vhich shell not taste of desth, $ill they sce the Son of mam |
S 1. i

Esottc Hirn, ope cite, Pe 608,

b, B e S

Pase v N



@éﬁiné in his kingdon” (compars »ark éfl).. The éiselp&mﬁki'iu
‘:ihg wanted to .now when all thls would take plnua(ﬁﬁﬁﬁ¢-2k@a§
2 wore given tho signs of the ond and thwﬁ belds '”Veaily_I '1“
unto yeu, This genoration sahll not paes,‘%ill'all these
things bte fulfilled” (2&:5&). They had‘baaﬁ ﬁérned, however,
_ that "y « « 0of that day and hour knoweth no man,-noyruoﬁnﬁhdf
angsls, but ny Pather only® (24:30). : W N ol
;k The reward of the fa&eemed, tharcrora; is already pre-

pared and waiting for them, bubt it will bo presented to‘thdxaiﬁy

jt rishteous at the £inal coning of Christ, the hour of which
?;; is lmewn to Cod alone, but which is lmminent for all wsn and

eagorly aw~ited for by those who have accepted the rule of . . E

;}- fod in thoir heart. sk e & |
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Tho Roward Demonstrates God's Iove &
In the second chapter of this paper it is brought out

bow Godts ccvenantwas ogtabli

shed with His poople beczuse of 5

B

i
ils love for theme The i Ioreel were Ttheaselves . 1!

helplesc bond-sorvants whon thelr God dslivered them fron the

<

o £ Dl 1Ty 1 wWe o
nanG ol PLRAarcéin. e owad

ohwen nothing Jor anything that they

We Ho had dono everything for them, His cove=
ng corbtein demaends upon the peocple only

tunity to vestow His blessings bounti=-

upon thome In no sense can it bo sald that the Iareelibes
wore now able Lo ecorn that which God givese
In the age of the NHew

Tostament the plcture has changed

very Little The covenant which Cod had established with His

eople s%lll sthondse Dubt the poople had misinbterpreted Godls
love and merey mnd had abtompbed o justify thomselves bofore
God Yo the extent that they robelled against Jod. God then |

4
sent IIls son Inte the world to bring repentance (KeTdVoIdk)
and salvation,

Tho Towan 3

sward that is prosised in the New Testa- |

ment lis, thorelfore, an approciably groaster roward because it ‘

: 1
containg the nr |

'\

pronise of full participation for the redeemed -
i
in the new Liingdom of God in cenbtrast with the fallen kingdon i

of David, Hueh a row rd for an otherwise sinful people has |

-
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beon made rpossible only through the great love that God has

for His peoplo, 2 love that compels Him to give His only Sona,

God's gifts in the Tew Testament, frou the forglveness of sins

1p with Him in heaven, are all given

T

Ls love which man needs becaugo his helpless
condition has not improvod., Godls love comes especially to,
and only Lo those who are spiritually bankruptes The kingdom
can only come Lo the poor in splrit {(Batts 5:3)3 the righte.
eousness of God cin only come to those who aro asbtarved for it
{5:0)3 the comfort of the fulfilled kingdon comes to those

1y

alone who mouwrn for thelr faillure to kecp Godlts covonant and
who turn to Christ (S:ili)e Only such as these can he called
#the week,® and thoy chall inherit tho earth (5:5); only

o B R, “

rom (31

Chirist mnd the covenant wihich ile has
kept ars the pure in heard; and for giving all the credit to
God alono, they shall roceive the reward of s oternal vision
of God (5:8)s For this reason the kingdon of Ged 1tself, and
the final bLlossings of that kinpdoms will be presented to the
publicans and harlots before these who pride thenselves in
Solf-achiicved plety. The pleture of the Pharisee and the
Pablican will always be the same. The one who relies upon
the love of god to besbtow His rightecusness will go down to

his bouse justificd rather then the one whe is still teying

Lo keep thw covenant in his owa streagth (Tulke 18:9 If.).
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It is the love of Ged whileh prompts Him to glve gifts

+t. 1s no mére offort on His

<o
e

part to repay men for thelr services, In the paternal

relationship of God to Hls ehildren lies the rezl motive for
His bestowing His pifts and bleesings up n themes A child

recoives great blessings from o loving father; but a father

who has a ¢hild that is handlcspped mentally or physically

s way t. make that childls
1ife at least a 1ittle LAt more comfortable. Gedls chlldren

A " ! ! e ‘ - e, o
:ally; He has gone all the way to make

their spiritual life complotes. From glving a covenant, to

sonding His 3on, vo besbtowing a reward, Ged's love continues

P -
Co showsr down divine blessings upon those who look to Him

e

as their Pather.

od glves is primarily a fuller
expressicn of the love thai He has for His pecple, at the
Ime it sorves a very vyractical purpeoss in the lives of
those poople. Josus, firsh of all, uses the concopt of the
direct His diseiples te truc plety. Jesus speaks
of the two kinds of rewards which come to mon (Watbe 611 £8)
in order %o bring home o His diseiples the nature of God=

Pleasing sorvice. FProbably no obthor method conid have made

1.0’ iichel, "Der Lobn in der Verldindligung Jogu,"
Zeitachprift riip Systomabische Theologie, 1931=32, De g1,

T
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the point of the dlscusslon mere obvious. The iwplety of
hypoeritical Ygood worka" is demonstrated by the goal which
they are to achleve. TIue Plety is theocentric, not anthroe
pocentric, which Jesus proves by showing that it is the
Father who bhestows Hls gracious reward upon those who sgrve
Himes It is true that & vroward is proanlsed in these passagzes
to these whoe do seve, but it is not necessarily true that the

disciples are to work bocause of the reward which is promised.

the roward only reaffirms Godts love
who understands the value of Godls
roward will no longer npursue the activities which can at best
produce o nere earthly reward. His 1life will bo dirvected

away from man, and what man ecan gilve toward God, and what

God does glvo.
The Reward Alds Hen to Endure

he raword that God glves serves yet another purpose:
28 a helping mctive for patlence and endurance in the face
of advorge cireu shances. Josus used the concept of roward
in close comnection with prodlctions of futureo persscution
(Mlatte 5210 #113 10:22;3 2l1:9) to encourage His disciples to
bea® up undor thoms Various wribers recognize the promise
of the rewerd in this sense as a legitimate motivation for

continuing in the way of the Lord. Pliimer says, "During the
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timo of growih, ad in momeonts of wedknoss later, tho thought
of the rewards which God has pronised to those who cboy may
gcome in as a legitinate support end stlmlusge’ “ilm precogs
nizes this purpose of the reward, but ho ouphasizes that it
is only a2 helping motivo--somothing o hold befors ono in mome

ents of oppression and tribulation, it dare never Lecome the

-

chiof rotive for such endurance.- o poinbs out that the real
sbtian scrvico is the diselpleots aspiration to

be .1like sody "Blesged are thio peacenaiers: for they shall

be ecalled the children of God" (Hatte 5:9)3 "That ye may be
the children of ycur Pathor which is in heaven” (5:h35): "Be

e -

. o R S . DI TURR 2 laaigies T la el Bt & T
¥yO TaePeiorc puriect ocvon ag your Poathor vhich is in bhsaven

is perfoct® (U:1l)s ¥Bub love yo your enemles, and do good,

and lend, hoping for nothing againg and your roward shall be

groeat, and yo shall be the children of the Jiighest: for he

is kind unto the untheni-ful and to tho evil" (Lule 6335)e T
is his devubion Lo Jesus and his appreclabtlon of the Gospol
that spurs him on: "Blossed ero yo, when men shall revilo Tou,

and poraceuto you, and shall say all mennor of ovil against

you falsely, fov oy saie” (atte 5:11): P« « » ho that loseth

(
his 1ife for wy sake, shell find 1t" (10:39); ™whosocever

shall lose his life for my sake and the gospels shall save

211fred Pluwmor, Se liatthou (Grand Rapids: Vs Be

Berdmens Publishing Compani, .."1;3), Ps 913 ofs Do 158e

3atte ¥irn, "Loln," Realoncyclicpldic e Emtestantisehe
Thoologle und Iircho » foundod DY Je ve ci"‘ﬂu orh

Haueck {Leipsig: 7, Ge Hinrlchstsche Buchim “ditmsa 1902), XI, 609
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1t® (Mari 5:35)s The forgiveness of his 8ins 1s the motle
vatlon for his response: "I for;ave thee all that debt,
becauge thou desirodst me: Shouldest not thou also have
had compasslion on thy follow servant,; even as I had pity

" !

o e . - / ] i
on thee?® (Matt. 10U:32 f.; compare Otly fu)*

God delinibtoly has not offered liis veward Lo men in

buw

order to givo them a goal toward which © ; exery thone

selvess 1or is the promise of a great roward intended %o

Toade Wi

3 a7 a e S veey de ot e T R, QT S g > S | . - .
be the wmotivation for rishtoous and Godepleasing servieces

Any sueh idea ls ruled ocut by thwe deseription of startled

3

anazement which 1ls found in those who do receive the rewards

Fa - 3 Aen - . ot $ o e 2 S 2y e £ Baedrrengsan - ~
Not only do the righteous on the day oI jucgmens nov expact

% ~ 1 Tunw div T e = Frp I - -~ o unaen ey i ey 4 2 na o o 9 s
& reward, but thoy also cannot even romember porforming any

PN A& .

‘

iy
Saben Vi

sorvices which would ordinarily ha
5237 ©fe)e Vhatever iz done by the faithful servants
of God is done merely out of an awareness of what God ex-
Pects and & conseious renlization that onets best service is
never really sufficlonte "So likewise ye, when yo shall
have donc all those things which are comsanded you, say, we
are wnproiitable servants; we have done that which was our
duby to do" (Tmke 17:10). 4e Michel says in thls connectlon:
"Das ¥otiv des freien, gftigen Lohnes, das wir sonst vor-

fanden, fohlt hier penz."> Tho one who has responded o the

P

bivia,

20s llchel, ops clbs, DPe 526
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slightest need of 2 dlasclple shall just as gurely recive Godts

2

roward as one periorning a groat deed of charity. % 1o

not the pro'se of reward which moves wen to rospond to the

T 3 “ -, v B on B on e o e vy AN OAYN  VELS - - - e »
wishos of God or Mis minlstors; men respond because e iz Gods

A
In view of all these vonsiderations tho reward that God

gives, far Tfrom being

)
=
&)
~:.
‘.

]

rabion for action, really
dewow strates anew the prace of our God who "is able to do ex-
ceedingly abundantly above all that we aslk or think" (Eph. 3:20).
God's gifts and rewards, in the writer!ts mind serve thoir
greatest purpcse in providing a real demonstrabtion of divine
greatness, grentness which 1s reflected in every phase of the

'

. TR e L
reward which God glvess
353 R e e a - ) e TP 3 it e %
The Promlse of the RNeward 1s a Gospel Vessag

In the light of the matorial presented so f
8oems to be no valid reason for refraining froa proclaining
the wondorinl wessapge of 21l that God has promised to His
GiSCiples. The Ohrlstiants reward is good nows, even as
Christis redemption 1s poodnewss Josus is the Savior who
shall save iis people from tholr sing: that is the Gospel.
Jesue is also the King, who éhall lead His poople to etornal

life in glory: that, too, is the Gospel, The second state-
ment, however, can also bo Germed the freward.” In the last
fnalysls the promise of he veward 1s notiinc else than &
continmuation end expansion of what God has begun in Chrlats

The final veward is codts finlsh of what was begun In Christe

u
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Jepus unheslitatingly spoke again

would be given bto His disclples for
Q 1 " Aié not seenm concar 9 1
DAVIO HO AiC NoT Seenm concarned an

that they

This could

W ¢ >
L18Ve

¥ & 2 | S 11 «p P, P - . ; o b
gince 1% is havdly posslble for 2 men

and stlll woprlk: for Josus. YIo man can serve vwo

accopbting Him as

ndd,a;rﬂ" of all that

-

3

halr

<

aut the possibility

promised rewards
for Jesus,
to worlks for a reward

nagbers

for elther he will hate the one, snd love the other; or else

preaching of every

Preaching of the reoward. Thereforae,

to preach tho Cospel,
— — o A wa »

el be preac

AR ma W omin  J 5

Qivine truths dare bo broven 1sst
4 ‘.r. B 2 -
gnize tihie true

The preaching of iotiontg

3

wWith boldncss ond sonfldonce, for

there e sor

the other. Ye camob

ugt as it is necessary

thet the Gos=-

0w who fall to

~roatness of the love or ocur God,

reward should beo done

by telling mon what Cod

nem, os well as what Ho has done for them, the

will do for them,

Preacher of the Gospel pressats a full and compleie Gospel

o

nessage to comfort troubled soulse What Josa

"M T »
d weeps men for the 1ife

all its t:lO'“‘

to do sustains

whichk is yot to bo revealed in

for uen who have beoen saved by JosusSes

has done brings

e oy —




)
“

<4
¥
~
f

e
[N

¢ i

12 e < o Ppanemany 9 " = $

Bertram, Goorgo. Netor, Zum Teuen 1
Taatn st Al tad g b 4= d
.l:bui.-!’l.;::”bo _&LAieaa uebgarc: K
vep ._..E ais von + Rohl

4%
yom Y .l g . P
| ; [ X 7ot = gy -
L titie i LA RER ‘-Sﬂl“ i 3 110.""

Tguon Teostaw i

. ales . ey
e HO(=0Y%

|
- {
:rbueh zum !
Vi Demann - IVl RS LS
{ e Ile Hinbie y
1"-‘:.5.;'..9 S ‘_;,‘—J"'"_i';,
Theol ord :
Lenarcy il '
j.}- ?"’ : {
5 |
138 the "assiah. .
at Company, L7471 |
' / &3 s L | ] 1 ot Be P % - l
ACURERIOS Q0L001801:05 Yorueriucel sum |
£ dited by Cernard Xittel, 1 Cim
21 W) )-i‘)- 3
aptent |
rEOg Lhed
rieh
yach zun feuen (
Stustgares )
's  Moovenant,™ The Yew Schaff-llerzog Encyeclopedla
\1ous Hnowledik dived DY Samel ¥acmuley Jack- :
& 1li. Ora p: yakkor Book House, 1950. 5
PPe 207=89, {
] ¥ S ke Ba - - - P 1
icne},‘?ugu_ Doy Lolnsedanke in dor Veridndiguns Jesug® !
20ttsehnllit fHr Systonatische Thoolople (1931-32], :
Phe (Lym=hy iy ‘
Fove i TR o s . . - |
.Gu!—v.-.a,i. berhard, editor. Novum Testasenbtua Srasce. 17th i
8diticn., stuttgarts TrIvile [AFGs Uibclanstalt, 1953s

Plumer, Alfred, 3, ratthew. Orand Raplds: Wse Bs Serdnans

TPENY, L903e

i e i




.

Yeuen Testauente i
garv: Verlag von Ve

Preiskoer, Herbord. ”pua%o.s,f’ fheologischos Udrtorbuch sum
TOPnarG RLGCOLe 4Ve obutt=

vmers  Fpe 099-7364

W8rtorbuch mum Yeuen
Ile SCUGLERTGS

£
i
@2
2 &
1
i
=
)
¢

33 AT P, s . § PR L B I P ol Y . A m - Sue Y 4
Ritschl, Albrechts ic Chelstliche Iohre von der Rechtferti-
P - PR | - 4 . ' - . vo- v R ; -
mang und Vepsé Lls 3¢ 041GiO0Ns onn Adolph
marcus, lT0Y.
swwwuy Tha Chrlstion Doc ul".‘..’f"l of Tustificotion mnd Reecon-
Cili“‘. o w ..-,.'T,:'; u 2% ,-;‘!“‘;...‘!“' 3 " ;)e ;ac“
ng a 5 e = - -
ntosh and A, De Vacauleys s & B
7 nvals “ 3
i ? & 7 w'a
L B R | vy o ~ T oy Lo o pyivg iy an 4o
Congcordantliag Tovi Iagtanens I'anz-a
oY oy pe - Y e P 2y gl le o
puLtoarcs rrivilopgs drts cibeles

L -~ A ] -
woraglz, o
"rTen_- en L s

wn 5

Ltaver Tever 't 71 T g " - 2 e TTha o B T

=BG OL s JOI0D @ A CPooXK LeRiecor "-J:E' e TieWw eSSt BNUoe

CwW Yoriz; Amerisan Uook Gompany, Ces 100Ye

3

P ' s . 1] - 0 - -
The Teaching of Jesuss Translated by

e : 4 and'D e,

VOiCe HOW YOri: GCharles Seribners &

8s%cott, Lrochka rand Rapida:
Yie e Tord

rou gcal Concordance to the Ribles Revisod
Sone | Slon Amoricon edition. new York:
mpeny, 1920

L

1




	The Reward Concept in the Synoptic Gospels
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1578689283.pdf.cMTvj

