
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1944 

The Political and Economic Conditions of the Jews in Palestine at The Political and Economic Conditions of the Jews in Palestine at 

the Time of Christ and the Apostles the Time of Christ and the Apostles 

Julius G. Jacobsen 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_jacobsenj@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Jacobsen, Julius G., "The Political and Economic Conditions of the Jews in Palestine at the Time of Christ 
and the Apostles" (1944). Bachelor of Divinity. 167. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/167 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 











-38-

1hllD Tiberi.us .ascended the throne in 14 •• , by cUlT'Ji.ng the favor 

or th:ls emperor in pl a;ying the s., on various Roman official.a 1n 

t.he Eaat.9 

Herod Antip:JS • rei gn is r ,cmembcred especially for his extensiw 

'bu:Udini: program. He rebuilt many of the cities 1n his territories 

and 1IO?l even J:10re favor f rom the emperor Tiben he built the city of 

Tibenu in 26 A. • I n connection ti.th populating t his city. Antipas 

waa forced to colon.i.zG it, with many f oreigners because an ancient 

lNriaJ. site 1100 lmea.rthed during ·t;he l ~g of the f oundations. 'l'b1a 

made the city uncl ean ·t;o t.b3 Je'RS. As a result, this city became 

llmther creat fL llenizing center. 

Herod - :iti pas made hi s lasti ng impression on history in connect,.ian 

111.th tr,e deatJ1 of John t he Baptist, w'Jlich revealed the ungovernable 

Paaaions of tho mvn. ring a vis-it in Rome, he \mS enterta:ined at 

the home of bis half brot her, Herod. There he became enamored wit.h 

liorod:Las• his brother's vi.f o., persuaded her to divorce her husb~ 

8lld marry him. In carrying out t his pl~ .Antipas also divorced bis 

111.te• the dau~hter 0£ Arct as, an Arabian ldng. This godless trana­

aetian was condemned by John the ~aptist and cost him h.i.s 1..a'e• for 

Hen>di• had her daughter, Salome, demand h1s head as a reward tar bar 

daning at a bacchanal:i.an f'estival celebr :t.ion in the palace fonreaa 
ol llachaerua. 10 

Not long after tlds, Aretas l'rav"ed war upc:m Antipas as a reaul.t 

of tba imult to his daughter in Vlbi.ch .Antipas as dl.satrousl7 c:19-

teated. This, the people interpreted as God's judpent far the aardar 

of Jama Iba~ 'lhe conscience of the tetrarch was verr seom:tlw 



-.39-

to tb1a matter and TI'.hen he heard of t he \Tork of Jesus he belieftd J:lla 

to be John the Baptist risen .from the dead. 11 Bocauae of t.b1a 

IUperatitious idea he used his influence with the Ihariseea to p&l'-

Bllade Jeaus t.o a:v-e Galllee. 12 And at tho time of Christ's ~ be 
l.3 rat'used to pass j udgment, on Him Tlhon Pila·li<:3 referr ed His case to him. 

lleanrnti.1.e t.he e .:rperor, J.u[JUstus, had died and Caligula had ucendecl 

the throne. Ccl.ieu].a. :vas a close friend t o Agrippa I, tnJ brother of 

Irorodias, and ra1 ,..ded t tls frlcndship by giving Agrippa I the k1ngah.1p 

of the terl"l·!;<r y f orr.:te rly rule d by Fhilip, ?those rule is outlined below. 

But Herodias bacarce jealous o:f." t he pO'\'Sr bestowed upon her brother md. 

insisted t hat Ant:l. pas go t o Rome and make a sit'~ claim. Anticipating 

suc;1 a move, Agrippa I c orn.r:incod Calig; 1 a of Antipas' disl.oyalty-., tar 

1n "the aroen,113 OJ. Galilee y;ere ound a stock of anllS suf f'icient to 

equip sev t y t. ousend men. 1114 10n this \ia.S disclosed, Antipas 1188 

banished to lg-ons in Gaul, in 39 D., and 11s 'lrl.fe, by a1oico., shared 

a like fate. His terr-l tory was llkem..se r:.riven to Agrippa I. 

The last it1.1..1.edin.te heir o:t .-Ierod. the Great was 1hilip• the tetrarch 

o! Iturea. Ho made his r ei gn a bles-.. · ng and 1aaintained peace and good­

lli.ll. for thirty-·seven yoars in his territory. lie made the 1.noor.:st 

of his people his mm as ia sl mm by a reference in Josephus., llho relate. 

that he was accustomed to travel aoout his dominiana in the intereat 

of peace and justice. He nr:Ltess 

His tribunal al.so on rlhich ha sat in judgwent., £ol.lo11Bd 
him 1n his progress J and when anyone met him llho wanted hi.a 
aaaiat,aDCe., be ma.de no del.a,y., but had his tribunal set dam 
1nm cllateq llherever he happened to be, and sat upon it and 
heard t.he complaint; he then ordered tho guilty who ware 
OODVicted to be punish.eel., and absolved those who ware aocUNd 
llD,jutq.1.5 

ll. ct. Matt. Jli, 1. 
12. ct• Luke 2.3. 6-U. 
13. Joa. Ant • ., xvi11. 6, 10. 
1'a. IQ'p, ~· cit.• p. 2.39. 
lS. Joa. ~. mli. 4. 6. 



Be c1ied after a qu:Let, ro:i.gn in 34 A. • , 1_mng no chil.dreD. Bia 

dm:i n1ons were added to the provlnce 0£ ~a and in 37 A. D. 911."9 

given to ~lppa I by caJ.igu1a, us ,ms roont.ioned above. 



• T'ne J e.,'Tish Sanhedrin 

In ad.di tiou t.o the p ower wielded by Herod and bis successora, 

there existed simult aneously in Jerusalem a very important judidal 

institution which exerted a strong influence on the polit.1cal ~e 

of the Jews. bout, t he time o.f Jesus, the priestly authority" expr'88Ded 

itself through the Sanhedrin,. the great ecoleai3Sti.cal. and c1 vil 

council llhich sat in Jerusalem. 

It is impossibl e to s ey, m.th any certainty,. when this council 

cam into existence.. According to Jam.sh tradition, it has its orJ.g:l.n 

at the time of lloses, ,men God told Uosea to 11 aas81li:>le seventy man of 

the elders of Israel, 111 but there is no evidence for the permanency of 

Buch an assembly with functions simil.ar to those 0£ the Sanhedrin • 

.lforrison writes that neither is the Sanhedrin to be •confounded 111th 

UJe elders o£ the poople or the court of justice at Jerusalem referred 

to in t.be Old Testarrent,. u2 £or tho elders were not an organized bod;r 

l1ka t.he Sanhedrin, and the courts of justice did not possess legisla­

tive and administrative powers like the Sanhedrin.3 

b Sanhedrin w.i. th vtlich \'.Je are concerned dates in a11 probabl J 1 t7 

from the tiDe of Antiochus the Great (22.3-187 B.C.) where t.ll8 Senate 

( L.t Do fl a:; o/ ) 1a ref'erred to by Josephus. 4 llorrlson S8-JB t.hG tha Pl 

f1nt faint traces of its existence do not go farther back than the 

Pal'81aD P8riod. S At this time the JellB had suffered JIIBIJ;J' rastrict..iom.-

1. ct. Numa. lit 16. 
2. ct. I lings ti ff. and Deut. 17, 8 rr. 
~ Op. c1.~ ... pp. 209-210. 

~-~. xl.1., 3, 3. 
~ cit:. p. 210. 



• alao tal.1oaed under the Greek and Homaos, and ao it •• but natural 

t.hG t.hq felt the need of some organization to regulate their intenuil. 

aft~. Ezra speaks o:f El.ders6 and Nehemiah or nobles and rw.ara. 7 

A/J to the character of their organ:l.zation, if any, • haw DO 1nt01'll&t.1Dn. 

bllt it 1a not improbable that they forme d some sort ot council or· ad.11-

ilar organization. Ho,'lever, it is under Antiochus t.ha Great that • 

hU8 the first, evidence of a definite organizatie>D-& aenate or gerowd.a. 

lch-tlrv characte rizes it as an aristocratic body, presided cm,r b.r the 

high priest 111. th the priestly aristocracy dominating its- proceed1 np. 8 

.As the successors of 1\lcxander the Great generall,y lef't the con­

QUend people in control of their own local attm.rs, this would in-

dicate that the Jewlsh s enate was in possession of very extensive poaera. 

Under the Maccabees, the s enate still maintained a place in Jew1.ab ~. 

as alreadJ' indicated in a reference to Josephus, but the autocratio 

tendencies of some of the accabean princes no doubt curtailed :its 

aut.boriv considerably. 9 

'!here is every reason to believe that this Senslie ( iecp qy "" ,"cJ ) , 
waa Wential.ly the same institution as the Sanhedrin CcslEY t 'sS:p, ov ) 

of the Boman period. Edersheim states: "'lbe 1eldersh:1p' ( ) &, pg ei st: t'« ) , 
1bioh under the earlier Uaccabees was called •the tribunal or the 

Ulloneana,' now pas ...,ed into the Sanhedrin. "10 

Palp,7 did not int.eri'ere with the Sanhedrin 1liJen be abolished the 

Uaccabean monarchy in 63 B. c. H011ever, Gab:1.n:lus, Pomp97•s successor 

(~-SS B.C.), reorganized the whole government 0£ the countz;y durizla 

tll8 t1lle 1lhen An4:.i.gonus., the lost or the Asmoneans, ·~ mak:I ng at,tempt;a 

6. ct. Kara 5 & 9J 6, 7 & 14; 10, 6. 
"l ct. Heh. 2., 16J 5, 1; 1, 5. 
8. ~ Jll.v. II, Vol. I, p. 174. 
,. o6. ci.t., p. 210. 

10. ~ cit.., °'"TaJ..-r, p. 97. 
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to &ld.n ~ throne. He dep ive d the high priest ot hi.a 1"07al mt.har­

iV, and established five independent sabhedrins, after the Great 

Saabedr.ln 1n Jerllsalem. These snnhedrins sat in JerusaJ.em. Jericho, 

Oadara, Amathus, and Sepphoris. Thi~ !orm of government lasted bat, 

for a short time £or it was discontinued llhen Julius Caesar re-4nvested 

111l'canua "with supreme dignity. 1111 With tbis re-!l.nstatament ot 

~anus, the Sanhedr-ln o.f Jerusalem again received 1.ts ancient powan 

and its jur.l.sdiction once more extended over the l'lhole of Pal.estim. 

There 1.s no def'ini t e information as to the exact DWllber th& 

Otllr,oeed tbia bcvzy nor how its mooib&:sbip was maintained. Gu:ignebert 

quotes a tractate on the Sanhedrin in the lill.shnah which supplies no 

1&tiatactory ansrrer to t hese questions. lie quotes, 

. •The Great San.hedrin is composed ar 71 members and the 
litt le .3anhedrin of J3.-Uow can you tell that the Great 
Sanhedrin should have 71 mcIJi>e.rs?-It is wr:ittens Gather -unto 
m seventy men o:f the elders of Israeli and these, 111th 
Moses, make 71. Rabbi Jehuda is of the opinion that there 
should be only 70 (including .ioses) • 11 • • • 

!be Scri.pt,ural rc.feronce is to Numbers ll, 16. He cont.i.rn1881 

It 1a not lmpo ... sible that the Sanhedrin really did conf<mD 
to this text by f ixi..ng its numbers at 70 or 71, though 
it is equally likely that the Talmudic Rabbis suppressed 
the real member··h1p in favor of the sacred number. On l2 
t.he whole the statement o£ the :Mishnah seems :;u.anllibl.a. 

The aristocratic character makes it probable that the membars ~ 

t.119 8aDhedrin -.ere c· .osen for 11.f e, but that is a question to which no 

lllh8:r' can be given. It apP3ars that. the new members are a:aitted 

Iv 1'M lai11nc on 0£ hands, but no record rem.1ins of the quali.fi.cat.ialla 

Da0e8sar., for ~...mbership. 

wa do know• s~ Guigneoort, "t.hat the members 1181"8 not or equa1 

U. M;IJman• 2.f• cit • ., pp. 399-400. 
12. ~ S:i·• p.~ 


