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THE POLITICAL AND ECONCHIC
CONDITIONS OF THE JEWS IN PALESTINE
AT THE TIME OF CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES

{ Forward)

The social, economic, and political conditions in a given coun-
try have always affected the life of the Church, Therefore, to
clearly evaluate any period in the history of the Church, it is nec-
essary to look to its background in the secular government.

it the time of Christ and His Apostles the history of the Church
and that of the State were still quite closely integrated, but the
bonds of union were slowly being severed., Up to that time there had
been an historical unity in the theocratic state of the Jews which has
never been equaled in the history of man. With the advent of Christ
and His Apostles the history of the Jewish state and church were no
longer identical in practice but each began to function in its omn
separate field of activity. The results of this divided interest
is shown in the subsequent history of the Jews. The Jewish state, as
such, suffered complete dissolution at the hands of the Romans in
70 A.Dey while the Church witnessed the separation of the followers
of Christ from her ranks and the founding of the Christiam Church
through the work of Christ and His Apostles.




It is in this period of transition that we are specificially
interested and which falls within the scope of our heading, To fully
understand this era in history with which the New Testament. deals,
and to appreciate the environment of Jesus and His Apostles,. it is
‘of the greatest importance to have a clear and graphic understanding
of the political situation of their day and time., dJesus and His
disciples lived and labored in Palestine diring the period of Roman
domination, and this foreign influence figured largely in their lives,
particularly in the lives of Christ and the Apostle Paul.

How did this Roman domination come about? How did it influence
Jewish political life? What role did the Herods play in this vassal
state? These and similar questions all have their answers in the
political history of the Jews during this periode

The chief sources of information for this period in Jewish history
are the works of the Jewish historian, Flavius Josephus, It is largely
his work, The Antiquities of the Jews, that forms the basls and source
material for this study. Keeping within the limits of our heading,
references to contemporary religious events will be made only where

necessity and sequence demard,



I. Preceding the Roman Rule
(Introduction)

At the time of Christ's birth, Palestine was no longer enjoying
political independence. Around the begimning of the sixth century,
before Christ, when Necho, king of Egypt, was totally defeated by
Nebuchadnezzar at Carchemish in 606, Palestine fell into the hands of
the Babylonians., Palestine chafed under this foreign rule and soon
began to revolt, As a consequence, the Babylonians returned and
destroyed Jerusalem in 585 B,C., and led away the greater part of the
Jewish population to their own country in successive deportations,
This period of exile is now termed "The Babylonian Captivity." In
538 B.C., Cyrus, king of Persia, broke the power of the Babylonian
government, It was he who gave the Jewish exiles permission to return
to Palestine, This was, of course, a restoration of the Jewish
nation, and not of the Jewish state, for Palestine was now placed
under the authority of a Persian satrap. The Jews remained under Per-
gian domination for approximately two hundred years——537=332 B.C.

The Persians were generally kind and considerate in their dealings
with the Jews and allowed them the free exercise of their religious
observances and practically national autanomy,

This era of apparent peace under the sovereignty of the Persians
was at length interrupted with the rise of Alexander the Great who con-
quered the East and brought Palestine under his sway. Under his rule,
the Jews were given even more liberties, but his rule was of




short duration. Upon his death in 323 B.C., three of his generals—
Antigonus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy-—all lald claim to that part of his
empire which included Palestine., In the contest that followed,
Ptolemy was the victor, and now the fate of Palestine fell into the
hands of the Egyptians. This domination of the Egyptian kings lasted
for one hundred and twenty=-two yearse As an Egyptian wrovince, the
Jews continued to be treated with considerable lenience and enjoyed
material prosperity, However, they became very susceptible to Hellen—
ism through this foreign influence; and this Hellenizing of the Jews
became a matter of compulsion under the Graeco=-Syrian kingdom of the
Seleucids,

It was during the reign of the kgyptian king, Ptolemy Philopater,
that the malcontents among the Jews helped Antiochus ITI of Syria
overthrow the Egyptian rule which resulted in the rule of the Seleucids
over Palestine, Vhen Antiochus IV, called Eplphanes, determined to
Hellenize his provincec, he failed to take into consideration the effect
this might have upon his Jewlsh subjects and soon had the Jews in a
state of open rebellion. The growing unrest and dissatisfaction over
this foreign policy of Hellenization of the Jews was brought to a head
in 167 B.C., under the leadership of Mattathias, a Jewish priest who
had taken refuge in the village of Modin, This uprising is knowm in
history as "The Haccabean Revolt,™ It was the Maccabees who were able
to regain the last vestigages of Jewish independence before the coming
of their Roman conguerors. Mattathias himself died within two Yyears
after the revolt but his five sons continued the work of their father,
all giving their lives in the struggle for Jewish independence. Under
Simon, the last surviving son, the Jews were able to enjoy a high degree
of prosperity and independence through a great deal of political intrigue.




At this time, the Romans were becoming a constant threat to the
Syrians and agitated politic<l unrest within the Syrian state by
supporting various factions and pretenders to the throne, In return
for Simon's help to Demotrius II, king of Syria, in resisting one of
these pretenders, Demetrius renounced all claim to tribute and acknowl-
eged the political autonomy of Judea, while Simon, in turn, made a
political alliance with Rome. Conflict with the Syrians did not end
here, as successive leaders of the Syrians attempted to regain their
hold upon Palestine, Through frequent renewals of their alliance with
Rome, however, Palestine was able to maintsin her independence,

Under John Hyrcanus, the grandson of Mattathias, the Jews were
in possession of the ancient boundaries of the Promised Lend, and his
son, Aristobulus I, was the first to taks tle title of king., Before
this time, the power of the laccabees was always precarious, and as
a result, they were more like guerrila leaders than established
rulers. Even the successors of John Hyrcamus—-Aristobulus I, Alexander
Jamaeus, his wife, Alexandra, Uyrcanus II, and Aristobulus II=-would
never have been ahle to maintain their positions as rulers of the Jews
had it not been for the anarchy that still prevailed in the neighboring
pom'a.l

Eearwmhile the Homens had long been watching the political develop-
ments within Palestine with growing interest and mde use of clvil
war. ;o wake inroads into this territory. Civil strife arose upon the
death of Queen Alexandra, the seventh Maccabean ruler, Her eldest
son, Hyrcanus II, was her rightful heiv. bubt his brother, Aristobulus ,I'
was very ambitious for power, He succeeded in convincing the indolent

33.1. Charles Guignebert, The Jewish World in the Time of Jesus,
Pe




Hyrcanus with but little pressure to give him his sovereignty and to
 return to his life as a private noble,

At this time, however, a certain Idumecan, by the naze of Antipater,
became prominent in Jewish court life, whose family was destined to play
a dominant role in the subsequent history of the Jews, Hyrcarms had
subdued the Idumeans during his reign but had permitted them to remain
in that country if they would submit to circumcision and the Jewmish
laws and become Jewish proselytes. Josephus tells us: “They were so
desirous of living in the country of their forefathers, that they sub-
mitted to the use of circumcision, and the rest of the Jewish ways of
livings at which time, therefore this befell them, that they were
hereafter no other than meso"2

Antipater was the son of Antinas whom Alexander Jammesus had made
governor of Idumea. He now began to exert a strong influence on the
mild Hyrcanus and had succeeded in having himself appointed his chief
minister, Antipater sensed the growing ambitions of Aristobulus and
the two becume rivals for power in the Jewish state, Antipater became
very outspoken in his protests agsinst Aristobulus' uswrpation of his
brotherts throne and constantly urged Hyrcanus to reinstate himself,
He was anxious to regain that power which he had formerly possessed
when Hyrcanus ruled, for he saw in this future advantages for himself
and bis family, Through certain territorial concessions he was able
to induce Aretas, the king of Arabia, to assist Hyrcanus to regain his
throne, Aretas made a successful expedition against Aristobulus and
forced him within the walled confines of the Temple area in Jerusalem
where he was beseiged.>

&Muksephu,memtiqtutiesgthek-,;d:li.%l.
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#hile this private war between these two brothers was being
carried on in Jerusalem, Pompey, the great Roman gencral, was waging
war against Tigranes in Armenia, He had sent Scaurus, one of his
andliary generals, inbo Syris, who, finding the city of Damascus al-
ready in Romen hands, was left free to come with haste into Judea to
quell the civil strife in that territory, It is at this time that
the Romans made their first military appearance in Palestine, Hyrcamus
and Aristobulus IT both sent embassages to Scamrus, offering him equal
gifts for his military aid, Josephus tells us that Scamrus accepted
the offer of iristobulus II, of whom he quotes as having said:

He was wich, and had a great soul, and desired to

obtain nothing but was moderate; whereas the other was

poor, and tenacious, and maie incredible promises in hopes

of greater advantages; for it was not the same thing to

Vake a city thabt was exceeding strong and powerful, as it

was o eject out of the country some fugitives, with a

greaber number of Nabateans, who were not very warlike

people,k

Scaurus thereupon defeated the Nabateans and declared them en—
emies of Rome and restored Aristobulus II to his former power, For
a while, Aristobulus held undisputed possession in Palestine, but
this settlenent by Scaurus proved only a provisional measure, for
Ponpey himself cawe to Damascus in 63 B.C., ihree embassages appeared
before him, Those of Hyrcanus and Aristobulus II accused each other,
vihile representatives of the Jewish puiple expressed the desire not
"to be under kingly governwent, bocause the form of government they
received from thelr forefathers was that of subjection to the priests
of that God whom they worshipped.®® After hearing the various
represcntative groups, Poupey promised a decision upon his return from

an expedition against the Nabateans.

L. Jos. Ant., xiv, 2, 3, PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Aristobulus II meanwhile became leary of Pompey's decision and
began to set up defenses within the country. Pompey was incensed by
this action on the part of Aristobulus, collected his forces, and
marched into Judea. Twice he drove Aristobulus into conference; the
third time forcing him to sign written orders for the swrrender of all
his fortresses., Immediately after signing this agreement, Aristobulus
fled to Jerusalem to prepare for resistance, Pompey advanced on the
clty, and Aristobulus, finding his forces too divided for effective
resistance, sued for peace, He offered money and the surrender Aot
the capital, but vhen Pompey!s auxiliaries advanced to take Jerusalem
they found the gates locked, Pompey at once ordered the seizure of
Aristobulus and prepared to take the city by force, The Romans be-

sieged the temple mount for three months without forcing their way into

the enclosure, The siege might have continued much longer had it not
been for the fact that the Jews refused to take up arms on the Sabbath
Day. Upon discovering this, the Romans were finally able to effect a
breach in the walls on a Sabbath day in June, 63 B.C. The temple hill
Was captured after a fearful slaughter of some twelve thousand Jews,
while Aristobulous II and his children were bound and carried off to
Rame to grace the Roman triumph of Pompeye’

Ge Jos. Ant,, xiv, b5,

0 mdemmlib e e



II. During the Roman Rule
Ae The Conquest of the Romans and the Rise of the Herodians

With the victory of Pompey over Jerusalem in 63 B.C., the Roman
period of Jewish history begen, With his conquest, the freecom of the
Jewish people was completely overthrown, Those who had promoted the
war were beheaded while Jerusalem and the entire country of Palestine
were made tribubary to the Roman state, The boundaries of the Jewmish
territory were greatly curtailed, and this contracted Jewish territory
was given to Hyrcanus II, who was recognized as the high priest without
the title of king,® The independence of the Jewish nation was at an
end and the Jewish high priest became a vassal of the Romans, The
exact political position of Palestine at this time canmot be definitely
ascertained with any degree of certainty, However, this much is lmown,
that it was subject to Rome and was under supervision of the Roman
governor of Syria, 2k

In 57 B.Cey Alexander, a son of the imprisoned Aristobulus II,
escaped from Rome and made an attempt to secure the govermmnt of
Palestine for himself, He was immediately prevented in these efforts
by an order of the newly appointed Roman pro-consul in Syria, At the
same time, this pro-consul, Gabinius, made a significant change in
the political field in Palestine, He stripped Hyrcanus II of his polit~
ical power and left hin only the right to function as the high priest
in the Temple, He also divided the territaory into five districts, with

1. Jos. Ant, xiv, L
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Jerusalem, Gazara, Amathus, Jericho, and Sepphoris as their capitals.
This latter arrangement did not last long but was eliminated by an
order of Caesar when he came to pt::rmaw.h

leamwhile attempts by Aristobulus IT and his younger son, as well
a8 a further attempt by Alexander, were made to secure the government in
Palestine but all were checked successively, Alexander and Aristobulus
were both eventually murdered by the adherents to Pompey.

Upon the death of Pompey, Hyrcanus IT and Antipater quickly
attached themselves to Caesar's party which was gaining power in Roman
politics, Antipater, as the chief minister to Hyrcams II, brought mat-
erial and military aid to Caesar throughout his entire Egyptian cam-
paign, He supplied Jewish troops to Mithradates, an axiliary force
5 At the end of this campaign, Caesar rewarded Hyrcanmus II
and Antipater by giving Hyrcanus the title of Ethnarch of the Jews
and reinstated him into his former political status which Gabinius had
talkken from him vhen he set up his divisional arrangement in Palestine,
At the same time, Antipater was given Roman citigzenship and made
Procurator of Judea, As evidence of the extent of the power and influe

to Caesar,

ence Antipater wielded in this new government we but need to look at the

‘immediate appointments of his eldest son, Phasael, as zovernor of Jeru—

salem, and Herod, another son, asgovemorofcal‘l.lec.e' It is this
Herod who was destined to be known as "The Great" and who became cne of

the most outstanding figures in Jewish history cduring the New Testament era,

Soon after Herod had taken over his duties as governmor in Galilee,
he had a certain bandit leader by the name of Hezekish, as well as many
of his followers, put to déath, in order to bring peace and safety to his

« Schilrer, op, cit., Dive. I, Vols I, Pe 372
6. JoB- Ant., xiv, 9.
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domain, By this independent action, he aroused the hatred of the Jews
who opposed the growing power of the foreign Idumean family of Antipater,
They complained to lyrcamus that he was allowing them to usurp all of
his powers. Furthermore, by this action, Herod had broken one of their
laws by taking a life without the sanction of the Samhedrin, Therefore,
Herod was summoned to appear before this court for triale

Herod come to Jerusalem, upon the order of Hyrcanus, nobt in a
humble and submissive manmer, but accompanied by such a vast array of
armed might that he succeeded in terrifying the entire assembly. One
lone man, by the name of Sameas, arose, and, in prophetic dencuncement,
warned the Samhedrin for their fear to act in this trial, saying:
"This very man, whom you are going to absolve and dismiss, for the sake
of Hyrcams, will one day pumish both you and your king himself alsoe®!
This very prediction of Samecas was later fulfilled when Herod had this
entire assenbly killed, with the excepbion of Sameas, and later became
responsible for the death of Hyrecanus II, as we shall see, Wthen the
Sanhedrin had been roused from their lethargy of fear and were ready to
pronounce sentence upon Herod, Hyrcanus IT managed his escape into Syria
"for he loved him as his owm scu’l."8

While in Syria, Herod gained the fawor of the Syrian president,
Sixtus Caesar, and succeeded in purchasing the generalship of the army
of Celesyria, This gave Herod oven more power and military strength,
and made him an even greater threat to the security of Hyrcanus., In
fact, Herod advanced with his army to make war on Hyrcanus but was
persuaded by his father and brother to give up this plan in view of the

g: J:.Ag_e., xiv, 9, k.

-




bany lindnesses of Iyrcanus to their family, Herod finally consented,
Satisfying himself with the belief that he had at least made a show
of his strength as a military leader.9

Meanwhile the parties of Caesar and Pompey were still at war,
While Caesar was warring in Africa, Caecilius Bassus, an adherent of
Pampey's party, succeeded in deposing Sixtus Caesar, the president of
Syria, who, in turn, was opposed by Vetus of the Caesarean party.
Antipater favored Vetus and aided him in a wilitary way by sending him
axiliary troops from among the Jews, It was during this struggle for
supremacy in Syria that Caesar was ssvassinated in Ll B,C, Immediately
Mare Antony laid plans to avenge his death, He advanced upon ¥, Brutus
and L. Cassius in a very hostile mamer and drove them into the East
in order to re-inforce their armies, Cassius went to Syria where the
struggle between Bassus and Statius Marcus, who had since replaced Vetus,
was still waging, Both of these factious groups joined forces with
Cassius, and in this mamer Cassius became the master of Syriae >

In order to support the large army of Cassius, the entire province
of Syria was assessed by taxation., The Jews also had to contritute their
share, Because of Herod's willing support in this taxation, Cassius
rewarded him by making him governor of Celesyria. -

During the collection of these taxes, a certain Malichus appeared
upon the scene as one who was envions of Antipater's power, He, too,
had ambitions of becoming an influential Ieader in Judea. Seeing that
Antipater and Herod had won the favor of Cassius, he plotted for

9. Ibid.

10, Schiirer, op, cit., Dive I, Vol. I, pp. 385=386,
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Antipaterts life, He accomplished this end by having the cupbearer of
Hyrcamus II poison Antipater during a dimmer held by Hyrcams.

Imediately Herod made plans to avenge his fatherts death and
barched against lMalichus with an army but was persuaded by his brother,
Phasael, to bide his time lest he arouse the anger of the people,
Herod postponed the settling of this account and in the meantime
Secured the consent of Cassius to avenge the death of his father., Some
time later he carried out this plan by having Malichus killed "with
nany wounds" following a dinner to which he had invited him as one of
his guests,’3

While Herod was settling this personal matter, a decisive battle
Was waged at Philippi in 42 B.C. at which place Antony and Octavian
overcame Cassius, By this battle, Antony came into possession of all
Asla, TImmediately an embassage of the Jewish people appeared before
Antony and complained of the tyramnical rule of Phasael and Herod, but
Herod was able to win the favor of Antony with large gifts of money,
When Antony came into Syria, another embassage of one hundred men came
to him and accused Herod again in the presence of Hyrcamus IT, Having
heard the accusations and the counter arguments acainst Herod's rule,
Antony proceeded to ask Hyrcanus who govermed the best, and Hyrcanus
answered, "Herod, ™ pecause of this answer of Hyrcanus, and because
of his remembrance of a cordial relationship which he had had with Antip-
ater when he himself was a lieutenant under Gabinius in Syria, Antony
appointed Herod and his brother, Phasael, tetrarchs, "and committed the
public affairs of the Jews to them," Through this decree of Antony,

12, Jo.. Anb., xi.v, 11, 4 and Jos. Vars, i, 11, L.
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Hyrcanus was now completely stripped of all those political powers which
he had previously held in name onJy.lS

Within a year's time after this appointment, Palestine was again
overrun with new enemies——the Parthians, This was one power which the
Romang had never quite conquered, and even before the battle at Philippi,
the Parthians succeeded in occupying all of northern Syria. Antigonus,
the son of Arvistobulus II, now allied himself with the Parthians and made
an attempt to gain the government for himself., He promised to give
the Parthians a thousand talents and five hundred women if they would
talte the government from Hyrcanus and give it to him, and, at the same
time, kill Herod.l6 The Parthians accepted this offer of Antigonus
and sent two divisions into Palestine, one headed by Pacorus and another
by Barzapharnes, Antigonus himself entered the field and rallied great
mmbers to himself and abtacked the king's palace but was eventually
forced into the Temple by the armies of Herod and Phasael, Neanwhile
the Feat of rentecost occurred and thousapds of Jews flocked into
Jerusalem, forcing Herod and Fhasacl to take refuge in their palace.
Josephus tells us that from here, Herod “sallied out upon the enemy,
who lay in the suburbs, and fought courageously, and put many ten thou-
sands to flight,n!

¥hen Pacorus, the Parthian general, arrived in Jeérusalem, he
succeeded in getting Phasael and Hyrcanus II to go up into Galilee
with him to the camp of Barzapharmes to conciliate this emtire matter.

Herod warned his brother that it was a trap, but his warning went
P

Jos. Ant., xiv, 13, L.
. T.-'-o m., ﬂ-vg 13) 3.
Jos, Mnt., xiv, 13,
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wheeded, During the journey, Fhasael became suspicious of the Parth—
iams and relayed these suspicions to his brother by messenger. Soon
after their arrival at the camp of Barzapharnes his W> were
confirmed for Hyrcenus and Phasaol were impt:isomd.m

Herod realized the danger of his position, being surrounded by
the armies of Pacorus, and so secretly escaped during the wight with
his family and s large following and wemt into Idumea, Herod all bub
despaired of his life during this flight and cven abtempted suicide
tub was restrained by those of his following., Again and again he was
abtacked by the Jews. vhen at last he arrived in Idumea he was met
by his brother Joseph and the two made their future plans, Herod
divided his following, keeping with him only his immediate family and
intimates whom Josephus numbers as eight hundreds™ These he left ab
the fortress of lasada while he fled to Fetra in Arabia, ﬁ

Herod had wisely fled from Jerusalem for when dawm came, the
Farthians conpletely destroyed Jerusalem and the surrounding territorys
Thus Antigonus declered himself ling, and held Hyrcanus and Phasael
a8 his priscners, Fearing that Hyrcanus might escape and attempt to
regain his kingdom by some means, Anbigonus had his ears cut off, This
is of great significance because the Jewish law required that their
priests be "without blemish® as to 2ll the parts of their body.2C Thus
intigonus took care that Hyrcanus could never again function in his
former office, Fhasael, realizing that a similar fate awaited him—
even an ignominious death-—tdashed his hcad against a great stons,
and thereby took his own life, which he thought to be the best thing

180 J°3a Am' ﬁ-v 130
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As for Herod, he sought a loan of money from Malchus, the king of
Arabla, as a ransom for his brother, not knowing of his death,
Despite the former favors which Herod had rendered this Arabian chieftan,
his request was denied and Herod fled to Egypt, having learned of his
brother's fate in the meanvhile, After being detained somewhat in

Alexandra by Cleopatra, he set sail for Rome on a turbulant sea. He
met Marc Antony at Rhodes to whom he explained his sorry plight. Being
reminded of his former friendship with Antipater, and because of his
hatred for Antigonus for his alliance with the Parthians, Antony did
not twrn a deaf ear to Herod's pleas, Neither was Antony immmed to
bribes of money which Herod offered him if he would make him king of
Judea, Thus Antony introduced Herod into the Senate and “informed the
Roman senators that it was to their advantage in the Parthian War that
Herod should be ldng,"? Thus it was decreed in the year LO B.C.

Herod had not hoped for this honor, Josephus tells us, but rather
had planned to ask that Aristobulus ITI, the brother of his wife
Mariame, be made ling. Previously, however, Josephus relates that Herod
had offered Antony money for this title and so the idea was not altogether
foreign to his thinking,23

By this official decree, Herod became the lawful king of Judea,
but it was three years before he had conquered his realm, Immediately
upon his arrival at Ptolemais in the spring of 39 B.Ce, he began the
arduous task of conquest. He quickly mustered a following and was
reinforced with some Roman auxiliaries. With these troops he took
Joppa, overran Galilee, meanwhile released his family from the fartress

2l, Jos. Anb., xiv, 13, 10,
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at Hasada, and marched on Jerusalem, On his arrival, he cansed to be
proclaimed throughout the city, "that he come for the good of the
people, and for the preservation of the city, and not to bear any old
grudge at even his most open enemles, but ready to forget the offences
which his greatest adversaries had done him,"2% But Antigorus, in reply,
caused to be proclaimed, "that they would not do justly, if they gave
the kingdom to Herod, who was no more than a private man, and an Idu—
Tean, i, €., a half-Jew whereas they ought to bestow it on one of
the royal family, as their custom was.">>

Meanwhile Herod's Romen awdiliaries broke up the siege of Jerue
Salem by retiring into winter querters, Herod was unable to invade
Judea alone but cccupied himself with restoring order in Galilee,
The next year the campaign was resumed against Antigonus, Herod appealed
to Antony for additional military aid and succeeded in getting him to
dispatch Sosius to his assistance, Vhen Herod returned from his
meeting with Antony he found his brother, Joseph, had been slain and
that Antigonus had ordered his head cut off, Herod avenged this act
by capturing Pappus, a general of Antigonus, and sent his head to his
younger brother Pheroras, 26

The giege of Jerusalem was now repewed and lasted for more than
half a year, Finally, Herod took the city, but Antigonus and his fol-
lowers barracaded themselves within the Temple wells and the upper part of
the city of Jerusalem, When they were finally overcome, thousznds were
wmereifully slain as a result of their long protraected and obstinate
resistance. Sosius and his army set about to plunder the city, It

a‘. JOSa Ant.' J’iv, ls, 2
26, Jos, ant,, xiv, 15, 10 & 13.
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Was only upon a plea from Herod himself that they left any part of the
¢lty standing., As for Antigonus, he was humiliated by Sosius who
referred to him as Antigone, i. G., a woman, ond wes carried away in
bonds, Herod later gave Antony a large sum of money by which means he
persuaded him to have Antigonus slain. With his death, the government
of the Asmoncans cessed end Herod became the actual king of Judea, three
years after having been declared so by the Roman Senab@.2!

2’0 _J.:“;o &., xiv, 16’ ,J.




Be The Rule of Herod the Great

As we begin the unfolding of Herod's reign, it will be well to
keep in mind the two guiding principles of his entire career: "the
safeguarding of his own supremacy and the strengthening of the favor
“Wm."lﬂia]ineofactionmcleaﬂymarkadM£orhin
by the situation of affairs. He had to cling to the Romans as a support
CGMtthem-vdJJthispeoﬂe,andme‘bthism-dJlbYappm
Concession, or control it by unrelenting severitye.

Imsediately upon his capture of the city of Jerusalem, Herod
had forty of the leaders of the Antigonean party put to death., He used
their wealth as spoils of war and gave it to Antony that he might keep
the favor of Rome, Next he began his policy of eliminating all possible
pretenders to the throne, He realized that he was hated by his subjects
and that the Asmoneans, who had many followers among the Jews, were a
detriment to his future power. He succeeded in arousing their anger
by his aprointment of an obscure Babylonian, by the name of Ananelus,
%o the high priesthood, Hyrcanus could no longer hold this office after
he retwrned from Galilee because of his mitilation, Alexandra, the
mother of Queen Mariamne, was greatly offended by this appointment by
Herod, for she was ambitious for her son, Aristobulus III, to have
this honor, and based her claim on his royal descemt.- She vrote of
her grievance to Cleopatra in Egypt, that she might intercede for her
with Antony and thus bring pressure to bear on Herod, She also sent

1, James Riggs, A His of the Jewish People, p. 180,
2. Joa, Ambes wvy LB o o S
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Pictures of Mariame and Aristobulus IIT to Antony of whom Josephus
Writes that they were very fair to look upon. This was done at the
instigation of Dellius, a friend of Antony, who assured Alexandra that
if Antony saw these pictures he would grant her request. Josephus
claimg that this whole plot of Dellius was odious throughout, Antomy
Seems to have had a perverted mind in his relation with women, and it
was to this perversion that Dellius made his appeal. However, we are
told that Antony fcared the jealousy of Cleopatra and the hatred of
Herod, should he become involved in an open scandal, and, therefore,
vrote Herod to comply with the request of Alexandra if at all possible.
This request of Antony and the constant pleadings of Hariame finally
resulted in the deposition of Ananelus and the appointment of Aristo-
bulus IIT in his stead. By this very act Herod broke two laws of the
Jews—he had no right to depose a high priest and Aristobulus wes but
seventeen years old at the time and not eligible for the priesthoods>
Herod now feared that Alexandra and her son were a threat to his
power and, therefore, had Alexandra watched and commanded her to remain

_ within the palace and not to meddle into public affairs. She bore

this restraint for a while but soon became so incensed that she plammed
an escape with her son into Egypt by means of two coffins. But this
Plot was discovered by one of Herod's guards. Herod still refrained
from any physical violence but bided his time, He became even more

- leary of these two when Aristobulus was received so warmly by the people

a8 he functioned in his office as high priest at the Feast of Tabernad es.
Therefore, he arranged to have iristobulus drowned while bathing at a
feast held by him in Jericho.
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Alexandra uncovered the plot of her son's mrder and again sought
the aid of Cleopatra who succeedsd in getting Antony to summon Herod
%o give an account of this death., Cleopatra was very anxious to have
Herod deposed for she had a desire to gain pssession of Judea, Herod
realized that the good will of Antony and of the Romans was indangered,
bub, by an artful address and lavish gifts, he succeeded once more in
wiming the favor of Antony, Herod returned to Judea triumphant, To
satisfy Cleopatra, Antony gave her Celesyria and the region about
Jericho, famous for its palm trees and balsams, which Herod was forced
to lease from her’ becase their produce had become an important article
of trade,®

Before Herod had gone to appear before Antony he had intrusted
the care of his wife, Mariame, to his uncle Joseph, a procurator of

his government, and made a clandestine agreement with him that if
Antony should kill him, he, in turn, should kill Mariame, Herod was
extremely jealous of Mariame because of her great beauty, During the
abgence of Herod, Alexandra and Lariame wrested this secret from

Joserh during the course of a conversation in which Joseph was relating
Herod's great love for lariame, Bolieving that she was now marked for
death, Mariame planned an escape with Alexandra to the Romans when it
Was rumored Herod had been killed, But these reports were countered
hY‘let-tera from Herod and the women abandoned the idea of flight. But
Herod's sister, Salome, a very treacherous and jealous woman, reported
ﬂl-utﬂ;esehappeunngstoﬂeroduponhisretm'n. She also intimated
that Joseph had had 111icit relations with Mariame but Mariame success=
fully vindicated herself of these false accusations and later reproached

50 J“. Ant. XV, 8
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Herod for having made his secret ~rreement with Joseph. Herod took
this revelation of his secrct agreement with Joseph as a proof of
Salome's accusation, HMe had Jossph killed immediately, but because of
Consuming love for Mariame, spared her such a fate and was eventually
reconciled to her, !

A short time after this incident, he found himself engagzed in a
war with the king of Arabia to regain the tribute money which he had
been paying Cleopatra for this ruler, Herod and this Arabi=n chieftan
were forced to pay Cleopatra tribute for the use of land in Celesyria
which Antony had given to Cleopatra, The Arabian king had failed to relay
his share of the tribute noney to lHerod which Herod had bean payling from
his om treasury on the promise of this king to pay. At the same time
a great crisis was at hand which was to affect the entire Roman Empire.
Octavius and Antony were at war, Herod hastened to assist Antomy but
Wes ordered to continue his war with the Arabian king, upon the instiga-
tion of Cleopatra, In this way, she hoped to see Herod defeated and
herself come into possession of his kingdom, However, this plan proved
Herod's salvation in the future happenings of the Empire as he had no
part in the great war between the castem and the western world, At
first the tides of battle with the Arsbian king were against Herod snd
be lost heavily, Simmltaneous with these hecavy losses in battle, an
earthquake struck Jerusslem and claimed the lives of some ten thousand
Jews, However, Herod finslly wes victorious in the war with the arabs. B

While Herod successfully defeated his enemy, Antony lost in the
battle at Actium in 31 B.C. and Octavius became head of the Roman Empire,
Herod immediately set about to shift his allegiance to Octavius (Caesar

10 JOB. Ant. y XV 3 ?‘90
8. J08. Tit.s XV, 5, 2.




Augustus). He fully realized his precarious position because of his
friendship with Antony, To further strengbhen his hold on his own

kingdom, he had the aged Hyrcanus, the last of the Asmoneans, put to
death, He did this by securing docurents which accused Hyrcanus of
‘having been persuaded by Alexandra to enter into treasonable corres—
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pondence with the Arsbian king. Thus one more threat to his power was
eliminated, This done, he turned the government over to his brother,
Pheroras, and sent his family to the fortress at Hasada, Once again
he gave the command to Solmms of Ituria and Joseph, his treasurer,
to kill Mariamme in thesvent of his dea:bh.9

Herod then came with haste to Rhodes and apreared before Octavius
Wth 21l the dignity of an independent sovereign, The historian, }ilman,
writes:

He addressed Octavius in a speech, which, disdaining
apology, enlarged on his obligations, and avowed his at—
tachment to /ntony, He declared that, as a friend, he had
glven him the best advice; such advice as might have made him
again formidable to Caesar; he had begged him to put Cleopatra
to death, and vigorously resume the war, "Antony™" he pur-

Sued, "adopted a counsel more fatal to himself, more

advantageous to you, If, then, attachwent to Antony be

a crime, I plead guilty; but if, having thus seen how

steady and faithful I am in my friendships, you determine

to bind me to your fortmeslgy gratitude, depend upon the

same firmess and fidelity,
By this speech Herod won the favor of Octavius and returned with even
greater prestige and was given Gadara, Hippos, end Samaria to add
to his kingdom, as well as some maritime citiesoll

But domestic troubles dampened his high spirits of joy and pride
over his marvelous good fortune, Hariame had again learned from her

guardians that Herod had left the order to kill her in the event of his

9. QI“O Ant. IV 6 5.
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death, She was in constant fear for her life, and, as a resulb, she
treated Herod with cold indifference upon his return, This greatly
incensed Herod and the intriguing Salome also inflamed this resentment
in her brother by getiing the king's cupbearer to accuse Hariame of
having bribed n to administer a "poisonous philtre” to his master,
23 a result, Herod put Mariame's favorite eunuch to the rack in whom
Harlame confided all her secrets. He denied any knowledge of the
poison, but in his anguish of pain revealed that his mistress® indif-
ference was the result of the information she had roceived from Sodmus,
Herod becime enraged and had Sotims put to ddath and Mariame tried
before the Samhedrin, This body quickly passed the death sentence in
the fear of rendering any other verdict which shows Herod's autocratic
Power even over this judicial body. Herod had intended to let Mariamme
languish in prison and eventually rclease her, but through the treachery
of Salome and his mother, he finally gave the order for her exscution,

As Mariamne went to her death, with all the calmmess and regal
dlgnity of her office, her mother reproached her for being so ungrate-
ful to her husband and cried out that she deserved the fate that befell
ber, By this means Alexandra hoped to ingratiate herself into the favor
of Herod lest she suffer a similar fate,

So great was Herod's love for lariame that when she was dead
he fell into violent remorse and despair. He did everything possible
%o divert his mind from her memory, but to no avail, Josephus relates
that he would have his servants call for her, feign hunting trips that
he might go into the desert places to give way to his grief, He gave
every evidence of being temporarily deranged in his mind, Vhile in
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Samaria, on such a trip, he fell into a dangerous distemper, until
the disorder of his mind brought on the disorder of his body, a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>