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2 Samuel 7:11b-16 - {11b} "'The Lord declares to you that the Lord Himself will
establish a house for you: {12} When your days are over and you rest with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your
own body, and I will establish his kingdom. {13} He is the one who will build a
house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever. {14}
I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him
with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. {15} But my love will never
be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before
you. {16} Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before Me; your
throne will be established forever."

God repeated the promise of a Savior-King to David and his family.

Psalm 2:2-9 - {2} The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather
together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. {3} "Let us break their
chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters." {4} The One enthroned in heaven
laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. {5} Then He rebukes them in His anger and
terrifies them in His wrath, saying, {6} "I have installed my King on Zion, My holy
hill." {7} I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, "You are my Son;
today I have become Your Father. {8} Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your
inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. {9} You will rule them with an
iron scepter, You will dash them to pieces like pottery."

God inspired the psalmists to prophesy the coming of the Savior as the Messiah-

King and Son of God.

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6-7 - For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over His kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 - See, my servant will act wisely ; He will be raised and lifted up
and highly exalted. {14} Just as there were many who were appalled at Him -- His
appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and His form marred
beyond human likeness-- {15} so will He sprinkle many nations, and kings will
shut their mouths because of Him. For what they were not told, they will see, and
what they have not heard, they will understand. {53:1} Who has believed our
message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? {2} He grew up
before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance that we should
desire Him. {3} He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and
familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces He was despised,
and we esteemed Him not. {4} Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our
sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. {5}
But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities, the
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punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are
healed. {6} We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to His own
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. {7} He was oppressed
and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so He did not open His
mouth. {8} By oppression and judgment He was taken away. And who can speak
of His descendants? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the
transgression of my people He was stricken. {9} He was assigned a grave with
the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence, nor
was any deceit in His mouth. {10} Yet it was the Lord's will to crush Him and
cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord makes His life a guilt offering, He will
see His offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His
hand. {11} After the suffering of His soul, He will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by His knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and He will
bear their iniquities. {12} Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great,
and He will divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured out His life unto
death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors.
God inspired Isaiah the prophet to reveal more fully the nature and work of the
coming Savior. He revealed the Messiah as a virgin-born Son who is also the
eternal God. He portrayed the Messiah as the special Servant of God who would
suffer and die bitterly and successfully to pay for the sins of others.

Jeremiah 23:5-6 - "The days are coming," declares the Lord, "when I will raise up to
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and
right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.

Ezekiel 34:23-24 - Iwill place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. Ithe Lord will be their
God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.

Micah 5:2 - "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from ancient times."

Zechariah 9:9 - Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Malachi 3:1 - “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of
the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the Lord Almighty.

God inspired the other prophets of the Old Testament to repeat and to reveal even

more information about the Savior He would send, including His divine nature

and His work as i) the earner of a righteous standing with God; ii) the loving,
watchful shepherd; iii) the eternal ruler from Bethlehem; iv) the humble,
delivering king; and v) the messenger of God's new covenant in which God

agreed to deal with sinners in terms of pardoning grace.
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Hebrews 1:1 - In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many
times and in various ways.

Acts 10:43 - All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins through His name."

God spoke hundreds of prophecies about the coming Savior. He clearly and

regularly repeated His promise to save people through faith in His Messiah.

1 John 4:14 - And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the
Savior of the world.

After thousands of years, God kept His promises and sent His Son to live on earth

and be the Savior of sinners.

Philippians 2:5-8 - Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!

During His life on earth (from His conception to His burial), Jesus lived in the

state of humiliation or humbleness. In this state, Jesus refrained from making

constant use of the divine powers and majesty that He possessed also in His
human nature. Although He always had these powers and glory, He used them
only on occasion. He did this so that He could take the place of sinners under

God's law and suffer and die for their sins.

Luke 1:26-35 - {26} In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee, {27} to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. {28} The angel went to her
and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." {29}
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. {30} But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found
Javor with God. {31} You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus. {32} He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, {33}
and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end."
{34} "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" {35} The
angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of
God."

Matthew 1:18-20 - This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
Jfound to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to
divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
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appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit."

Jesus was conceived as a true human being by Mary, a virgin, through the
miraculous working of the Holy Spirit.

1.

Jesus had no "natural" human father. Joseph was His God-chosen
"guardian" father.

Luke 1:46-47 - And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior.

Jesus had a "sinless, holy" human nature, even though His mother was

sinful. The Holy Spirit prevented Mary's sinfulness from corrupting Jesus'

nature.

Luke 2:1-7 - {1} In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. {2} (This was the first census that
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) {3} And everyone went to
his own town to register. {4} So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. {5} He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. {6}
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, {7} and she gave
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Jesus was born a human baby in lowliness and poverty in Bethlehem of Judea
between 6 - 4 B.C.

1.

We know the approximate year Jesus was born because of the historical
references to governmental rulers and the census. We do not know the exact
date of Jesus birth, but have chosen a day in Christian freedom to celebrate
Jesus' birth (Christmas).

Hebrews 2:11 - Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy
are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

Titus 2:11 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.

At Christmas, we celebrate the Good News that Jesus became "like us to

save us." He came into the world, sharing our humanity and bearing sin's

curse, so that He might free us and take us to heaven's glory.

Luke 2:42, 46, 47, 52 - {42} When He was twelve years old, they went up to the

Feast, according to the custom. {46} After three days they found Him in the
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. {47} Everyone who heard Him was amazed at His understanding and
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His answers. {52} And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.
Jesus grew into manhood and prepared for His life's mission during quiet years in
Nazareth. Other than His journey to the temple in Jerusalem at age twelve, we
are told nothing about Jesus from His infancy until He was thirty.

Matthew 3:13-17 - Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. {14} But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and
do You come to me?"{15} Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do
this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. {16} As soon as Jesus was
baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him. {17} And a
voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased.”

At the age of thirty, Jesus was baptized. By being baptized, He expressed His full

identity with those He came to save and His willingness to be God's Servant-

Savior. God the Father spoke His approval of Jesus and the Holy Spirit

strengthened His human nature for His redeeming work at the start of His public

ministry.

Matthew 4:1-11 {1}Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by
the devil. {2} After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. {3} The
tempter came to Him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to
become bread.” {4} Jesus answered, "It is written: "Man does not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God."" {5} Then the devil
took Him to the holy city and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. {6}
"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He
will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone."" {7} Jesus answered him, "It
is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test." {8} Again, the devil
took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendor. {9} "All this I will give You," he said, "if you will bow down
and worship me." {10} Jesus said to him, "Away from Me, Satan! For it is written:
'Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only."" {11} Then the devil left Him,
and angels came and attended Him.

Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. He battled the great enemy of

God and people and won a great victory for us. He resisted the temptation to

avoid the cross and remained obedient to the Father by relying on God's Word to

sustain Him.

Mark 1:14-15 - After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God. "The time has come,” he said. "The kingdom of God is near.
Repent and believe the good news!"

Jesus began to preach God's Word. He announced the coming of God's gracious

rule (the kingdom) and called people to receive it by repenting of their sins and

believing the Good News of His saving work.
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Mark 3:13-15 - Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to Him those He wanted,
and they came to Him. He appointed twelve--designating them apostles --that they
might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach and to have
authority to drive out demons.

I.  Jesus chose and taught twelve disciples. He trained them so they could proclaim
the Good News and make disciples of others.

Acts 2:22 - "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through
him, as you yourselves know.

Matthew 11:2-6 - When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his
disciples to ask him, "Are You the one who was to come, or should we expect
someone else?" Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of Me."

J. Jesus performed many miracles during His ministry. The 36 recorded in the
Bible reveal His power over the forces of nature, disease, demons and death.
They demonstrated the divine truth of His message and identified Him as the
Messiah.

K. The three years of Jesus' public ministry can be generally described as a first year
of quiet beginning, a second year of growing popularity when many followed
Him, and a third year of mounting opposition when many refused His call to
repent, believe and follow Him.

Matthew 17:1-5 - {1} After six days Jesus took with Him Peter, James and John the
brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. {2} There He
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became
as white as the light. {3} Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah,
talking with Jesus. { 4} Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If
you wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah." {5} While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a
voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased. Listen to Him!"

L. Atthe close of His ministry, Jesus was transfigured, or changed, into a brilliant
appearance. His glory as the majestic Son of God, hidden under His humanity,
was clearly revealed.

VIL. Jesus' Suffering And Death

Matthew 16:21 - From that time on Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief
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priests and teachers of the law, and that He must be killed and on the third day be
raised to life.
Jesus announced that He would have to suffer, die and rise again to accomplish
His mission to save sinners.

John 10:11 - "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.

Matthew 26:39 - Going a little farther, He fell with his face to the ground and prayed,
"My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me. Yet not as I will, but
as You will."

Jesus willingly chose to suffer and die.

Matthew 26:3-4 - Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they plotted to arrest
Jesus in some sly way and kill Him.

Acts 13:27-29 - The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet
in condemning Him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every
Sabbath. Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked
Pilate to have Him executed. When they had carried out all that was written about
Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.

Acts 2:23 - This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and
foreknowledge, and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing
Him to the cross.

God used the wickedness and hatred of the Jewish leaders to serve His purposes.

Jesus was arrested, falsely tried, unjustly condemned to death, crucified, and

buried.

Mark 15:25, 33-34 - {25} It was the third hour when they crucified Him. {33} At the
sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.{34} And at the
ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which
means, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

John 19:28-30 - Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." {29} A jar of wine vinegar was there,
50 they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and
lifted it to Jesus' lips. {30} When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is
finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Hebrews 7:27b - He sacrificed for their sins once for all when He offered Himself.

On the cross Jesus endured God-forsaken agony as He suffered the punishment of

hell for everyone and made full payment for their sins.

Matthew 27:57-60 - As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he
asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. Joseph took the
body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he
had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb
and went away.
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E. Jesus' body was buried in a tomb near Golgatha by Joseph of Arimathea

VIII. What Jesus' Life And Death Mean For Us

Luke 19:10 - For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
A. The whole purpose of Jesus' life and death was to save people, lost to God and
His blessing because of their sin.

Matthew 3:15 - Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill
all righteousness."

Matthew 5:17 - "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 1
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Hebrews 7:26 - Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure,
set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.

B. Jesus' holy life of perfect obedience to God's law met God's demand that we keep
His law perfectly. (We call this Jesus "active obedience" as He obeyed in our
place.)

1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.
1 John 2:2 - He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.
C. Jesus' sacrificial death satisfied God's just requirement that the penalty of our sin
be fully paid. (We call this Jesus' "passive obedience" for us as He suffered in
our place.)

John 3:16-18 - "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because He has not believed in the name of God's one
and only Son.

D. Jesus is the Savior God lovingly sent to spare us from His condemnation and to
save us for eternal life. God help us always trust and never despise this precious

truth!
IX. Home Study
A. LESSON REVIEW: Mark each statement either A (Agree) or D (Disagree)

1. God's greatest display of love for us was His creation of a beautiful
world.
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2. "Redemption" is the name of Jesus' saving work.

3. Jesus is fully God and fully human in one unique person.

4. Since Jesus is God, He really couldn't be hurt or killed.

5. "Jesus" is a fitting name for our Lord because it means "Savior."

6. Jesus' title of "Christ" indicates that He is the One God chose to be
the Savior.

7. Before Jesus was born God gave little indication that He planned to
save the world.

8. When Jesus lived in the state of humiliation, He made no use of His
divine powers.

9. Jesus was conceived by a virgin without a human father.

10. Jesus was born into a prominent Jewish family and was able to enjoy
many of the luxuries of His time.

11. Proclaiming God's kingdom and opposing the devil are activities that
Jesus concentrated on during His public ministry.

12. Jesus' many miracles identified Him as the Messiah and His message
as God's true Word.

13. Jesus had no choice but to suffer and die for us.

14. "Love for our souls" is perhaps the best way to explain why Jesus

lived and died.
15. Jesus "active obedience" is His perfect keeping of God's commands
for us.
B. PERSONAL REFLECTION (Answer the following questions)

1. What makes Jesus the most remarkable person who ever lived?
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2. In your opinion, what aspect of or event from Jesus' life best shows His
compassion for people?

3. What is your response to the truth that Jesus lived and died to redeem you?

C. MEMORY TREASURES (Memorize the following Bible verses to build up your
knowledge of God's Word)

1 John 4:9 - This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only
Son into the world that we might live through Him.

1 John 2:2 - He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.

D. READING DURING THE WEEK

____ Day1 - Isaiah 53 ___ Day5 - Luke 16
__ Day2 - Luke 13 ____Dayé6 - Luke 17
__ Day3 - Luke 14 _ Day7 - Luke 18
__ Day4 - Luke 15

E. HYMN/PRAYER
Hymn 393: 1, 2 in Christian Worship: "If Your Beloved Son, O God"

If your beloved Son, O God, Had not to earth descended

And in our mortal flesh and blood Had not sin's power ended,
Then this poor, wretched soul of mine In hell eternally would pine
Because of my transgressions.

But now I find sweet peace and rest; Despair no more reigns o'er me.
No more am I by sin oppressed, For Christ has borne sin for me.
Upon the cross for me he died, That, reconciled, I might abide

With you, my God, forever.
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Welcome To Life!
Lesson 5

Contents: I.  Jesus Entered Into Glory
II. Jesus Rose From The Dead
III. Jesus Ascended To God's Right Hand
IV. Jesus' Work As The Glorified Christ
V. Words That Explain What Jesus Gained For Us
VI. The Blessings Of Jesus' Redeeming Work
VII. The Certainty Of Our Salvation

* Review the Home Study questions from Lesson 4
L Jesus Entered Into Glory
Luke 24:26 - Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his
glory?"

1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body, but made
alive in the spirit.

A. Following His death and burial, Jesus entered the state of exaltation or glory.
In this state, Jesus makes full and continual use of the divine powers and
majesty that He possesses, also in His human nature. Jesus' exaltation began
with His coming to life again and descent into hell and will continue forever.

1 Peter 3:18b-19 - {18b} He (Christ) was put to death in the body, but made alive
in the spirit, {19} in which also He went and preached to the spirits in prison.

Colossians 2:15 - And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

B. Sometime between His burial and appearances to people, Jesus came to life

and descended into hell.

1. Jesus descended to announce openly His victory over Satan to the
inhabitants of hell.

2. Jesus did not descend to hell to suffer more punishment for the world's
sins. Nor did He descend to preach the Gospel.

II.  Jesus Rose From The Dead
1 Corinthians 15:4b - He (Christ) was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures.
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Acts 2:24,32 - {23} But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony
of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. {32} God
has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.

Matthew 28:1-10 - {1}After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. {2}There was a
violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and,
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. {3}His appearance was
like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. {4}The guards were so
afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. {5}The angel said to
the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. {6}He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see
the place where he lay. {7}Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen
from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.'
Now I have told you." {8} So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid
yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. {9}Suddenly Jesus met them.
"Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.
{10} Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go
to Galilee, there they will see me."”

On the Sunday after His death and burial, Jesus rose from the dead and

showed Himself alive to His followers.

Jesus' resurrection from the dead is a great work of God and has great
significance for our lives.

Romans 1:4 - And who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ
our Lord.

2 Corinthians 1:19-20 - For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached
among you by me and Silas and Timothy, was not "Yes" and "No," but in
him it has always been "Yes." For no matter how many promises God has
made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken
by us to the glory of God.

1. Jesus' resurrection shows that He truly is the Son of God whose every
word is true and deserving of our complete trust and acceptance.

Romans 4:25 - He was delivered over to death because of our sins and was
raised to life because of our justification.
1 Corinthians 15:17 - And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins.
2. Jesus' resurrection assures us that He has fully paid for our sins. By
raising Jesus to life, God the Father demonstrated that He had accepted
His Son's life and death as the complete ransom payment for all people.
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Because of Jesus, God now declares us "innocent" of our sins against
Him.

2 Timothy 1:10 - But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our
Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 - But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came
through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his
own turn: Christ, the firstfruits, then, when he comes, those who belong to
him.

John 14:19 - Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will
see me. Because I live, you also will live.

Job 19:25-27 - I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh
Iwill see God; Imyselfwill see him with my own eyes--1, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!

3. Jesus' resurrection is our assurance that Jesus has defeated death's power
and will raise to eternal life all who believe in Him as their Savior.

1 Corinthians 15:14 - And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless
and so is your faith.
Jesus' resurrection is the heart of the Christian faith.

Acts 26:8 - Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the
dead?

Acts 17:32a - When they heard about the resurrection from the dead, some of
them sneered.

Sadly, many ignore and/or reject the reality and the significance of Jesus'

resurrection. Such denials show how unbelief resists and refuses God's love

and help for sinners destined for death and hell.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14, 18 - Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. {14}
We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. {18} Therefore
encourage each other with these words.

Jesus' resurrection and its guarantees of a resurrection to eternal life for

believer gives great comfort and confidence during life and at death. Without

the endless hope of the resurrection, life comes to a hopeless, bitter, empty

end for people.



III.

62

nded To 's Right Hand

Acts 1:3 - After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 15:5-7 - And that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles,

Luke 24:45-48 - {45} Then he opened their minds so they could understand the
Scriptures. {46} He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day, {47} and repentance and forgiveness
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
{48} You are witnesses of these things.

Matthew 28:16 - 20 - {16} Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. {17} When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. {18} Then Jesus came to them and said,
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. {19} Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age. "

Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth."”

For a period of forty days after His resurrection, Jesus remained on earth to do

several things.

1. He appeared numerous times (11 are recorded in the Bible) to His

disciples to convince them that He had risen from the dead.

2.  He further instructed the disciples in God's Word so that they would
more fully understand its blessed message and how He fulfilled its
prophecies.

3. He commissioned His believers to be witnesses of the Gospel and so
make disciples for Christ throughout the world. It is each Christian's
privilege to carry out this soul-saving mission.

Luke 24:50 - When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them.

Acts 1:9-11 - After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a
cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he
was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men
of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
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Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen him go into heaven."
B. After finishing His work on earth, Jesus ascended into heaven. Angels
explained this event to the watching disciples and assured them that Jesus
would return on the Last Day.

Ephesians 1:20-21 - He (the Father) raised him (Christ) from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority,
power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come.

Philippians 2:9 - Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name,

Ephesians 4:10 - He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all
the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.

Matthew 28:20b - And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

C. Jesus now sits at the right hand of God the Father. This means that Jesus is
the exalted Lord who has supreme honor and majesty and exercises absolute
authority over all things everywhere. Although invisible to our eyes, Jesus is
present with us to help us at all times.

IV. esus' Work As The Glori hrist

A. Asthe exalted Lord, Jesus carries out His work as the Christ for the blessing
of His believers.

Ephesians 4:8, 11-12 - This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led
captives in his train and gave gifts to men.” {11} It was he who gave some to
be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, {12} to prepare God's people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up.

B. As our prophet, Jesus has His Word proclaimed through His believers. He
commissions, equips and blesses them for the work of building and
strengthening His Church.

1. We know that Jesus continues to make the life-giving Gospel available
and that God's Church continues to grow.

2. We also willingly serve our Lord to spread the Gospel.

Hebrews 7:24-25 - But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
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Hebrews 4:14-16 - Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time
of need.

As our high priest, Jesus prays ("intercedes") for us, especially asking that we
be forgiven and accepted by God on the basis of Jesus' redeeming work. Jesus
also hears our prayers and meets our needs.

1. We are confident that our sins are forgiven at all times.

2.  Werest assured that Jesus understands our needs, is willing to help us
and will keep His promises to do so.

Ephesians 1:22-23 - And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him
to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills everything in every way.

John 14:2-3 - In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am.

As our king, Jesus rules with almighty power over all things for the benefit of

His believers. He also prepares heaven for His believers and waits to come

and take them to be with Him there forever.

1. We know that God guides every aspect of this world's history for our
good.

2. We look forward to a wonderful home in heaven with our Lord and our
fellow believers.

On the Last Day of this world's existence Jesus will return to judge all people.

We will discuss this return to judge in greater detail in a special lesson

(Lesson 9) later in this course.

ords That Explai e i r
God uses a rich variety of words to explain the blessed significance of Jesus'

life, death and resurrection for us. Some of these key Gospel words and their
meanings follow.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.
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Jeremiah 23:6 - In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This
is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.

Jesus gained righteousness for us.

1. "Righteousness" is the holy standing before God which Jesus earned by
His perfect obedience to God's Law in our place.

2. Jesus provides for us the holiness, or perfect keeping, of God's Law
which God requires of us, but which we cannot give Him ourselves.

Psalm 118:14 - The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.

Acts 4:12 - Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

Jesus gained salvation for us.

1. "Salvation" is rescue or deliverance from the power of our spiritual
enemies and the divine punishment our sins deserve.

2. Jesus saves us from the spiritual disaster we deserve to have strike us and
could not escape on our own.

Romans 3:25a - God presented Him (Jesus) as a sacrifice of atonement through
Jaith in His blood.

1 John 2:2 - He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world.

Jesus gained atonement for us.

1. "Atonement" is the satisfying of God's holy wrath over sin by means of
Jesus' acceptable pleasing sacrifice of Himself.

2. Jesus stills God's anger over our sins and gains God's favor toward us.

2 Corinthians 5:19 - That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting men's sins against them.

Romans 5:10-11 - For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled,
shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received

reconciliation.
Jesus gained recongiliation for us.
1. "Reconciliation" is putting an end to hostilities and restoring the wicked

enemies of God back to a friendly, loving relationship with Him.
2. Jesus makes us, God's bitter, resistant enemies, into His dear, privileged
friends, all on His own apart from our deserving.

Acts 13:38 - "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the
Jorgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.
1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin."
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F. Jesus gained forgiveness for us.
1. "Forgiveness" is freedom for the sinner from the guilt and penalty of
his/her sins as a gift of God's love.
2. Jesus fully and freely releases us from the punishment our sins deserve.

Romans 8:33 - Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It
is God who justifies.
G. Jesus gained justification for us.
1. "Justification" is a legal term which means that God, like a judge,
pronounces people to be "innocent" of their sins. It is the opposite of
"condemnation."

Romans 3:23-24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

Romans 5:18 - Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness
was justification that brings life for all men.

2. Because of Jesus, God declared all people in the world to be "not guilty"
of sin.

3. This verdict of God is true and applies to everyone, whether he/she
believes it or not.

4. Justification does not mean "to make just." It is a declaration of God for
us because of Christ, not a work of God in us.

Romans 3:28 - For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
observing the law.
5. A person receives the benefits of God's declaration as his/her own by
God-given, Spirit-worked faith in Jesus.
a. Faith does not earn these benefits. It merely receives them as a gift.
b. Ifa person refuses to believe God's justification, he/she will not enjoy
its blessings.

VL. The Blessings Of Christ's Redeeming Work

Colossians 1:14 - In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
1 Peter 1:18-19 - For you know that it was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defect.
A. Jesus has also given us redemption.
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1. "Redemption" is setting a captive person free from spiritual slavery by
paying a ransom.
2. Jesus redeemed us by paying the tremendous price of His holy, precious

blood.
3. Jesus' redeeming work gives us a number of blessed freedoms.

B. Jesus has redeemed us from sin.

Isaiah 53:5 - But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by
his wounds we are healed.

1 Peter 2:24 - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been

healed.
Romans 8:1 - Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.

1. Jesus frees from the guilt and punishment of sin. Because He has already
suffered our guilt and punishment, our sins can no longer condemn us.

John 8:34, 36 - {34} Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is
a slave to sin. {36} So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Romans 6:12,14 - {12} Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so
that you obey its evil desires. {14} For sin shall not be your master,
because you are not under law, but under grace.

2. Jesus frees from the dominating power of sin. Jesus gives us strength to
resist sin and no longer let it rule us. Although we still sin daily because
of our sinful nature, our sins no longer _control us in helpless fear.

C. Jesus has redeemed us from death.

John 10:28a - I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.

John 5:24 - "Itell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed
over from death to life.

1. Jesus frees us from the horror of having to die eternally in hell.

Hebrews 2:9b, 15 - {9b} Jesus suffered death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone. {15} and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by their fear of death.

2. Jesus frees us from the fear of physical death. He changes death for the
believer into a doorway that leads to heaven.
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D. Jesus has redeemed us from the devil.

Revelation 12:10-11a - Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of
his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God
day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb.

Hebrews 9:14 - How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

1. Jesus sets us free from the accusing power of Satan. Since Jesus has paid
for all our sins, the devil can no longer succeed in finding us guilty of
sin.

James 4:7 - Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.
2. Jesus frees us from the tempting power of Satan. He gives us strength
through His Word to say "no" to the devil's efforts to lead us to sin.

E. Jesus has redeemed us for a life in Him.

2 Corinthians 5:15 - And he died for all, that those who live should no longer
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
1. Jesus set us free to live life to His honor and praise.

Titus 2:14 - (Jesus) gave himself to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people who are his very own, eager to do what is good.
2. Jesus set us free to live a life of joyful, devoted service as His people.

VII. The Certain f a

Acts 16:30b - What must I do to be saved?
A. Life's most important issue is the salvation of our soul. We need to know
how to be saved from our sins and how to be certain of it.

1 John 5:13 - I'write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal life.
B. God wants us to be sure of being saved and having eternal life.

John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.
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1 John 5:11-12 - And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life.

Acts 16:31a - Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.

God tells us that there is only one way to be saved. That way is by believing

God's testimony that Jesus is our Savior from sin and the One who gives us

eternal life.

John 6:44a - No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.

Ephesians 2:4, 5, 8 - But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, {5} made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. {8} For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God--

God Himself works faith in Jesus in our hearts. By nature all of us are

spiritually dead and unable to believe in our own power.

John 6:47 - Itell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.

Titus 1:2 - A faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God,
who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.

We can be certain of salvation because it rests on God's sure, unbreakable

promise.

1 John 3:19-20 - This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how
we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.

God warns us against basing our assurance of salvation on our subjective

feelings, instead of on His true Word. Our feelings are not always a true

indication of faith in Jesus.

Christ's Saving Spirit-Worked Our
Work Faith Feelings
(@) @) O @)

THE TRAIN OF CERTAINTY OF ETERNAL LIFE
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1 Peter 1:5 - Who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
G. God not only gives us faith. He also keeps us in faith. From beginning to end,
our salvation depends entirely on our God.

VIII. Home Study

A. LESSON REVIEW: Mark each statement either A (Agree) or D (Disagree)

1.

2.

10.

11.

The reason Jesus descended to hell was to suffer for our sins.

If Jesus had not risen from the dead, we could not be sure that our
sins were paid for.

The assurance of our resurrection to eternal life rests entirely on
Jesus' resurrection.

Without the promise of a Risen Savior, people face a hopeless
eternity.

Jesus expects only a few of His believers to be active witnesses of
the Gospel.

Jesus must wait until the end of the world before He receives His
glory as the victorious Lord.

Since Jesus finished His redeeming work and sits at the Father's
right hand, He is not very interested in what happens to us on
earth.

Since Jesus is in heaven, He is rather limited in the help He can
give us right now.

The word "salvation" refers to God's delivering us from the
spiritual danger our sins put us in.

"Reconciliation" means that we are no longer God's enemies, but
His friends.

Jesus died to win forgiveness for most of our sins.
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12. The reason people go to hell is because God has not pardoned
them for their sins.

13. Faith in Jesus is the only way a person can be saved.
14. One really can't be sure of going to heaven when he/she dies.

15. Our feelings are the reliable foundation on which God wants us to
base our assurance of salvation.

PERSONAIL REFLECTIONS (Answer the following questions)

1.  Since Jesus, your loving Savior, is now the exalted Lord, what can you
count on Him to do for you each day you live?

2. How would you answer your accusing conscience when it tries to lead
you to despair over being saved because of your sins?

3. What would you tell a person who wants to know how he/she can be sure
of going to heaven?
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C. MEMORY TREASURES (Memorize the following Bible verses to build up
your knowledge of God's Word)

Romans 3:23-24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

1 John 5:12 - He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life.

D. READING DURING THE WEEK

____Dayl - 1Corinthians 15 _ Day 5 - Luke 22
___Day2 - Luke 19 ____Dayé6 - Luke?23
__Day3 - Luke 20 __ Day7 - Luke 24
__Day4 - Luke 21

E. HYMN/PRAYER

Hymn 376: 1, 6 in Christian Worship: "Jesus, Your Blood and
Righteousness"

Jesus your blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

Jesus, be worshipped endlessly!

Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
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Welcome To Life!
Lesson 6

Contents: I. The Holy Spirit's Person And Work, And The Means Of Grace
II. The Holy Spirit Works Saving Faith
III. Why Some Are Saved While Others Are Lost
IV. God's Election Or Predestination To Eternal Life
V. Those Who Do Not Hear The Gospel
VI. The Holy Spirit Lives In The Christian And Creates A New Life
VII. The Holy Spirit Produces Godly Qualities And God-Pleasing Works
VIII. The Holy Spirit Strengthens For The Struggle Against Sin And Unbelief

* Review the Home Study questions from Lesson 5

L. irit' rson An k Th an r

Matthew 28:19 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Acts 5:3a, 4b - Then Peter said, "Ananias, How is it that Satan has so filled your
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit . . . You have not lied to men, but to
God.
A. The Holy Spirit is true God, a distinct person of the Trinity. He is not a mere
impersonal force or feeling.

1 Peter 1:2 - (God's elect) have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood.

John 14:26 - But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you.

John 16:13a, 14 - But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all truth. {14} He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and
making it known to you.

B. The Holy Spirit's work is called sanctification. "To sanctify" is "to make
holy" or "to set apart from sin for God."

1.  Sanctification includes all the Holy Spirit does to bring people out of the
unbelieving world to saving faith in Christ, to empower them to live to
God's glory and to preserve them in faith until they enter heaven.

2.  As the Sanctifier, the Spirit uses the Word of God to lead people to trust
in and honor Jesus as the Savior and Lord.
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The Bible gives other names to the Holy Spirit, such as: Spirit of God, Spirit
of Christ, Spirit of Truth, Comforter, Counselor.

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 - But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He
called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:16 - Iam not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

The Holy Spirit works through the means of the Gospel (Good News) to

accomplish His sanctifying work.

1. We call the Gospel in its forms of the Word and the two Sacraments of
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion the means of grace.

2. The Gospel is the means by which the Spirit offers and gives to us the
undeserved love of God for us in Christ, so that we are brought to and
kept in saving faith.

I iri r vi ith

Romans 4:5 - However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies
the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

Romans 5:1-2a - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.

We receive the blessings of Jesus' redeeming work as our own through God's

gift of faith in Jesus as our Savior, apart from our works.

Romans 10:9-10 - That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you confess and are saved.

The nature of saving faith.

1. Saving faith is the heart's trust and confidence in Jesus Christ and His
finished work of redemption for the forgiveness of our sins and eternal
life.

2. Saving faith is not situational faith, a faith which trusts God only for
physical blessings in certain situations of this life (e.g., safety, health,
income). Saving faith trusts Jesus for spiritual and eternal blessings in
Christ as well as for physical ones.
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3. Saving faith is not a mere intellectual knowledge of facts about God.
Saving faith knows the facts and believes in the benefit of those facts.

Head knowledge says: "Jesus died." Saving faith says: "Jesus died for
me."
4. Saving faith is not faith in the God of possibilities, a faith which believes
that God can do things. Saving faith knows that God does do things.
God not only can save; He does save us in Jesus.
Saving faith is not merely a good feeling or general optimism about life.
6. Saving faith is not self-confidence.

(9]

C. People can't bring themselves to saving faith.

2 Corinthians 4:4 - The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers,
so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.

1. We are by nature spiritually blind. We can't see the truth of God.

Ephesians 2:1 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.
2. We are by nature spiritually dead to God and can't resurrect ourselves.

Romans 8:7 - The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's
law nor can it do so.
3. We are by nature God's enemies and refuse Him. We would rather

depend on ourselves.

1 Corinthians 2:14 - The man without the Spirit does not accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

4. By nature, we do not accept God's truth and consider it foolishness.

D. The Holy Spirit persuades and creates faith through the Gospel.

1 Thessalonians 1:5a, 6b - {5a} Because our gospel came to you not simply
with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep
conviction. {6b} You welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy
Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 - My message and my preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that
your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.

Romans 4:20-21 - Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.



76

The Holy Spirit works powerfully through the Gospel to work faith in

Christ in people's hearts.
The Spirit uses the Good News of Jesus to convince them of its truth and

to persuade them to willingly and joyfully trust in God's grace for them.

God alone brings people to faith.

N —

6.

Ephesians 2:8-9 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one
can boast.

1 Corinthians 12:3b - No one can say, "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy
Spirit.

Saving faith in Jesus is God's gracious gift to us.

Although it is people who have faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit creates that

faith in their hearts.

It is wrong for people to believe that they can do something to come to

faith in Jesus.

This belief is based on the false idea that a person, by nature, has

freedom of the will in spiritual matters.

The Bible teaches that since the fall into sin, people, by nature, are dead

and hostile to God and have free will only in earthly matters, not in

spiritual matters.

Our salvation from beginning to end is God's work and gift.

The Holy Spirit works great changes in bringing people to faith.

1.

The Holy Spirit works radical changes in people's hearts by bringing
them to faith in Christ. In the Bible, God uses a variety of ways to
describe those changes:

Acts 10:18b - So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto
life.
The Spirit gives us repentance.
a. "Repentance" in the original Greek means "a change of mind and
heart."
b. Repentance has two parts: contrition and faith.
1. Contrition is heartfelt sorrow over sin and fear of God's
punishment worked by the Law.
2. Faith is the heart's trust and comfort in God's forgiveness
of sin for Christ's sake worked through the Gospel.
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c. A repentant person has his/her mind and heart changed in two
important ways by the Spirit.
1.  The Spirit leads us to hate sin and to seek to avoid it
instead of liking it and following it.
2. The Spirit leads us to love God and to seek to do His will
instead of hating Him and rebelling against Him.

2 Corinthians 4:6 - For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,"
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Christ.

3.  The Spirit cures our spiritual blindness and enables us to see Christ as
our Savior and to view everything else in a new light (Enlightenment).

Ephesians 2:4-5 - But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.

4. The Spirit ends our spiritual death by raising us to new life in Christ

(Spiritual resurrection).

1 Peter 2:25 - For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
Jeremiah 31:18b - Restore me, and I will return, because you are the Lord my
God.
5. The Spirit turns us, enemies of God, back toward Him so that instead of
hating God we love Him (Conversion).

1 Peter 1:23 - For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
6. The Spirit gives us a second birth, a spiritual one in which we are alive in

God (Rebirth).

me Are hile Others Ar: t

Romans 5:18 - Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation
Jor all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that
brings life for all men.

Matthew 7:13-14 - "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But
small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Although God has declared all people forgiven of their sins because of Jesus'

redeeming work, only some will actually be saved and have eternal life.
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Why some are saved while others are lost is a great mystery that should cause
us to listen carefully to what God says about it in His Word.

Romans 3:9a, 22b-23 - {9a} What shall we conclude then? Are we any better?
Not atall! . .. {22b} There is no difference, {23} for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.

All people are equally unworthy of God's grace, unable to convert themselves

and unwilling to be converted. There is no difference in people.

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance.

1 Timothy 2:4 - (God our Savior) wants all men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.

Romans 2:11 - For God does not show favoritism.

God equally desires that everyone be saved and none be lost. He works

through the same powerful Gospel to accomplish this. There is no difference

in God.

Yet there are different outcomes. Some who hear the Gospel believe, while
others who hear it do not.

Ephesians 2:8-9 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can
boast.

God tells us that those who are saved are saved by His grace alone. God is

fully responsible for their salvation.

Matthew 23:37 - "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.

Acts 7:51 - "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are
Just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!

God tells us that those who are lost are lost by their own fault. They refused

to let the Spirit work faith in their hearts and rejected God's grace in unbelief.

The Bible's teaching on these matters presents a difficulty for human reason.

1. Itis tempting to set aside what God says and search for an answer that
will be more pleasing to human reason. But if we do so, we will fall into
errors as others have.
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2. Some have concluded that some believe while others don't because there
is a difference in people.

a. They insist that some people are naturally more able and willing than
others to cooperate with God in coming to faith and/or deserving His
favor.

b. This teaching denies God's teaching that people are equally powerless
and hostile to God by nature.

c. It also denies salvation by God's undeserved love and requires people
to look to themselves as the cause (at least in part) for their being
saved.

d. In doing this it undercuts any proper assurance of salvation because it
forces a sinful person to hopelessly ask: "Have I done enough so I
can be saved?"

3. Others have concluded that some believe while others don't because

there is a difference in God.

a. They insist that from eternity God chose some to be saved while He
destined all others to be damned.

b. This teaching contradicts God's teaching that He sincerely wants all
to be saved and makes Him out to be depraved and malicious.

c. It also causes a person to be in doubt whether God has chosen
him/her for heaven or hell.

2 Corinthians 10:5 - We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ.

Romans 11:33 - Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

I.  God's teaching on why some are saved while others are lost is a call for

us to make our human reason subject to God's Word and to humbly adore His

superior wisdom.
IV. God's Election Or Predestination To Eternal Life

2 Timothy 1:9 - God who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.

Ephesians 1:3-6 - {3} Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in
Christ. {4} For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sight. In love {5} he predestined us to be adopted as his
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sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- {6} to
the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves.

Romans 8:29-30 - For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified;
those he justified, he also glorified.

God has not destined people from eternity to be damned.

However, the Bible does teach that from eternity God in grace has elected or

chosen people to be brought to faith in Christ and preserved in it to eternal

life.

God intends that His choosing or predestining of believers will be a great

comfort and encouragement to them.

He wants Christians to know that their salvation is not a matter of mere

chance or of their own choice or deserving.

God reveals to His believers that their salvation is the result of His eternal

plan and loving purpose for them, which He works out during their life as He

brings them and keeps them in faith in Jesus and completes when He takes

them to eternal glory.

This teaching gives believers great assurance of God's eternal love for them

and of their salvation. It also encourages them to bear life's trials patiently

and to live their lives to God's glory faithfully.

h r The

John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.

Romans 10:14b - And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard?

A. Some people accuse God of being unfair by claiming that He has no right

to condemn unbelievers to hell if they have not had the opportunity to believe

in Jesus by hearing the Gospel.

Job 41:11a - "Who has a claim against me that I must pay?"

Romans 9:14-15 - What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says
to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion."”

B. At the heart of this charge is an assumption that God is obligated to give

people an opportunity to hear the Gospel. He is not.

1. Noone has a "right" to hear the Gospel. In fact, people's sins disqualify
them from any claim on God or His favor.
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2. The fact that God does give opportunities is an act of His undeserved
love.

Romans 10:18 - But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their voice
has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world."
Acts 14:17a - Yet God has not left himself without testimony.
C. God has given people enough in-born knowledge and other testimony to know
He exists and that they should seek to know more of His will. People who do
not seek out God have only themselves to blame.

Matthew 10:7,8b - As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is
near.' Freely you have received, freely give.

1 Corinthians 9:16b - Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.

2 Corinthians 5:11a - Since then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to
persuade men.

D. God has also charged those who have heard the Gospel to share it with others.

1. Those who fail to do this also bear responsibility if some do not have an
opportunity to hear the Gospel.

2. This truth stirs us to be diligent in sharing the Gospel personally and
through our church's mission efforts with all the people we can.

VI. The Hol irit Lives In The Christian An rea if

Ephesians 1:13b-14 - Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

2 Corinthians 1:21b-22 - He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put
his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Romans 8:15-17 - For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again
to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba,
Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.
Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.

A. 'When the Holy Spirit brings people to faith in Christ, He also comes to live in
their hearts.

1. By His dwelling in believers, the Spirit is God's seal of ownership,
testifying to believers that they belong to God as His children.

2. By His living in believers, the Spirit is also God's deposit, guaranteeing
by His testimony that believers are God's heirs who will receive the
glorious inheritance of heaven.
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2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the
old has gone, the new has come!

Galatians 5:16-17 - So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit,
and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with
each other, so that you do not do what you want.

Ephesians 4:22-24 - You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to
put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be
made new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the new self, created to
be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Romans 8:8-9 - Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You,
however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Christ.

When the Holy Spirit brings people to faith in Christ, He also makes them

new creatures by creating in them a new nature.

1.  This spiritual nature or new self trusts in God, loves Him, delights in
what is true and good and leads the Christian to do God's will.

2.  This new nature is in constant conflict with the _sinful nature or old self
which everyone has from birth. The sinful nature rebels against God,
hates Him, delights in evil and leads the Christian to disobey God's will.

3. The Holy Spirit strengthens the spiritual nature through the Gospel so
that this nature can stay in control of the Christian's life and struggle
successfully against the defiant sinful nature throughout life.

4. God will destroy the sinful nature of believers when they enter heaven.

The two natures of a Christian:

W

BEFORE JESUS HERE ON EARTH IN JESUS IN HEAVEN

Sinful

Nature

Spiritual

Nature

6. Insight into the two natures helps us understand our inner spiritual
conflicts and outward behavior.
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Romans 13:11a, 14 - {11a} And do this, understanding the present time. The
hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber. {14} Rather, clothe
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

7. It also keeps us spiritually alert and challenges us not to indulge the evil
drives of the sinful nature, but to keep our spiritual nature strong by
feeding it well with God's Word.

VII. Th l irit Produces Godl liti -Pleasin r

Galatians 5:22-23a - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
A. The Holy Spirit produces in believers godly virtues that show themselves and
aid Christians in their lives.

Philippians 2:13 - For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to
his good purpose.
Ephesians 2:10 - For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
B. The Holy Spirit also gives Christians the desire and the strength to do good
works which He wants from His believers.

John 15:5 - "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and
I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Galatians 5:6b - The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through
love.

John 14:15 - "If you love me, you will obey what I command."

1 Corinthians 10:31 - So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it
all for the glory of God.

Galatians 5:13b - rather, serve one another in love.

1.  Good works pleasing to God are the things a Christian does out of faith
in Christ and love for God according to God's will in order to glorify
God and serve others.

Galatians 2:16 - We know that a man is not justified by observing the law,
but by faith in Jesus Christ . . . by observing the law no one will be
Justified.
2.  Our good works do not save us or make us righteous before God.

Colossians 3:17 - And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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3. Our good works are the way we show our thankfulness to God for
already saving us.

James 2:17, 18b - In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead. Iwill show you my faith by what I do.
4.  Our good works are also the way we show others that our faith in Jesus is

true and living.

1 Samuel 16:7b - The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Hebrews 11:6a - Without faith it is impossible to please God.

Isaiah 64:6 - All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the
wind our sins sweep us away.

C. Good works pleasing to God are not the same as works that people may regard
as "good."

1. Sometimes people confuse good works that please God with works that
people may commend and praise as good.

2.  God looks at more than the outward action. He also looks at the
motivation behind it.

3. Works that are not prompted by faith in Christ and love for God proceed
from a sinful, selfish motivation (such as fear of punishment or desire for
reward) that God cannot accept as spiritually pleasing to Him.

4. Beware of equating mere morality and outward decency and kindness
with good works that please God.

Romans 6:11-12, 18 - {11} In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus. {12} Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. {18} You have been set free from
sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

1 Timothy 6:12 - Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses.

A. During their earthly lives, Christians are involved in a bitter struggle to
continue in faith and live for God against the powerful forces of sin and
unbelief.

Ephesians 3:16 - Ipray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being,
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Ephesians 6:10, 17 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
God the Holy Spirit strengthens Christians through God's powerful Word to

carry on that battle.

Philippians 1:25b - I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the

faith.

2 Thessalonians 1:3b - Your faith is growing more and more and love is
increasing.

2 Corinthians 7:1 - Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting
holiness out of reverence for God.

The Holy Spirit helps Christians make progress in their struggle against sin

and unbelief. He helps them resist sin and strive to live holy lives.

1 John 1:8 - Ifwe claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.

Philippians 3:12a - Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been
made perfect.

No matter how hard believers try to live a perfect life, they still sin while

living in this world. Believers must wait until heaven to become perfect.

Romans 7:21-23, 18-19, 24-25 - {21} So 1 find this law at work: When I want to
do good, evil is right there with me. {22} For in my inner being I delight in
God's law; {23} but I see another law at work in the members of my body,
waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within my members. {18} I know that nothing good lives in me,
that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I
cannot carry it out. {19} For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the
evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. {24} What a wretched man 1
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? {25} Thanks be to God--
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to
God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

Christians sin in weakness. Their sinful natures still afflict them and lead

them into sins against God. As this goes on, the believing natures of

Christians are objecting to and opposing these sins, are sorry for them and

trusting in Christ for forgiveness for them.

Romans 8:1 - Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.
God does not ignore or excuse sins of weakness, but He does forgive
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them. Christians are continually pardoned for their sins of weakness
since they remain trusting in Jesus as their Savior. Jesus grants
forgiveness as part of the relationship He has with believers. Christians
are at one and the same time both sinners and those who have the
forgiveness of sins (saints).

IX. Home Study
A. LESSON REVIEW: Mark each statement either A (Agree) or D (Disagree)

1.  The Holy Spirit is really an impersonal force of good in the
world.

2. When the Holy Spirit sanctifies people, He actually makes them
perfect people who no longer sin.

3.  Saving faith is trust and confidence in Jesus Christ alone to
deliver a person from sin and hell.

4. A person does not have the natural ability to accept God's
invitation of life in Christ, but he/she does have the ability to
refuse it.

5.  The Holy Spirit accomplishes His work by means of the
Gospel.

6.  The Holy Spirit works radical changes in people by bringing
them to faith in Jesus.

7.  The reason some who hear the Gospel are saved while others
who hear it are lost is because some are naturally less resistant
to the Holy Spirit's call to faith.

8.  God's gracious election of believers from eternity is a most
comforting and inspiring teaching of Scripture.

9.  God owes everyone in the world an opportunity to hear the

Gospel and is at fault if someone does not.
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10. According to the Bible, the Holy Spirit actually lives in
believers.

11. Christians have two conflicting natures living in their hearts.

12. A Christian does good works in order to gain God's favor and
blessing.

13.  All people do good works (pleasing to God) at some time in
their life.

14. Since Christians are forgiven, they have a rather easy time in
battling sin in their lives.

15. A Christian who dies while committing a sin goes to hell
because he or she hasn't repented of that sin.

B. PERSONAL REFLECTIONS (Answer the following questions)

1.

In what way is God's undeserved love evident in bringing people to
saving faith?

What things are you personally willing to do to make sure that more
people hear the Good News of Jesus?

Briefly describe your own personal struggle to live a life that consistently
pleases and honors God.
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C. MEMORY TREASURES: (Memorize the following Bible verses to build up
your knowledge of God's Word)

2 Thessalonians 2:13b-14 - From the beginning God chose you to be saved
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.
He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no
one can boast.

D. READING DURING THE WEEK

____Dayl - Acts2 ___ Day5 - Galatians 4
_____ Day2 - Galatians 1 _____ Day 6 - Galatians 5
____ Day3 - Galatians 2 ___ Day 7 - Galatians 6
___ Day4 - Galatians 3

E. HYMN/PRAYER

Hymn 184: 1, 3 in Christian Worship: "O Holy Spirit, Enter In"

O Holy Spirit, enter in And in our hearts your work begin,

Your dwelling place now make us. Sun of the soul, O Light divine,
Around and in us brightly shine, To joy and gladness wake us

That we May be Truly living, To you giving Prayer unceasing

And in love be still increasing.

O mighty Rock, O Source of life, Let your dear Word, in doubt and strife,
In us be strongly burning That we be faithful unto death

And live in love and holy faith, From you true wisdom learning.

Your grace and peace On us shower; By your power Christ confessing,
Let us see our Savior's blessing.
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Welcome To Life!
Lesson 7

Contents: I. God Warns Against Subverting The Holy Spirit's Work
1. The Holy Spirit Preserves People In Saving Faith
III. Sacraments
IV. What Baptism Is
V. The Blessings Of Baptism
VI. The Power In Baptism
VII. Who Is To Be Baptized
VIII. Who Is To Baptize
IX. The Need For Baptism And The Unbaptized
X. Baptism's Importance For Our Daily Lives

* Review the Home Study questions from Lesson 6

L. Against Subverti irit'

Acts 7:51 - "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are
Just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!
1 Thessalonians 5:19 - Do not put out the Spirit's fire;
A. People can resist and undermine the Holy Spirit's sanctifying work in the
Gospel. God warns us to be on guard against this and not refuse the Spirit's
converting and strengthening influence in our hearts.

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 - As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's
grace in vain. For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day
of salvation I helped you." 1 tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the
day of salvation.

Hebrews 3:18-19, 4:2, 7b - {18} And to whom did God swear that they would
never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed ? {19} So we see that they
were not able to enter, because of their unbelief. {4:2} For we also have had
the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of
no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. {7b}
"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."

John 12:37 - Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their
presence, they still would not believe in him.

B. God urgently pleads with people in their time of opportunity to believe the

Gospel and not resist the Spirit's work to bring them to faith in Jesus.
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1. The Holy Spirit's call to faith in the Gospel is free, sincere, powerful, and
intended for all.

2.  Sadly, people can prevent their coming to faith and forget Christ's
blessings by allowing influences such as self-righteousness, a love of sin,
pride and despair to dominate their hearts and so spurn the Spirit's
converting influence.

3.  God does not want anyone to despise or deny the opportunity He
presents to come to faith. God gives a limited number of opportunities to
come to faith and no one can be sure if he/she will receive another
chance (e.g., The rich fool; Luke 12:15-21).

Ephesians 4:30 - And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.

Hebrews 3:12-15 - {12} See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful,
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. {13} But encourage
one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin's deceitfulness. {14} We have come to share in Christ if we
hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. {15} As has just been
said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion."

Luke 8:13b - They believe for awhile, but in the time of testing fall away.

God warns Christians not to damage or destroy their faith in Christ.

1. Believers can weaken and even destroy their faith in Jesus. The Bible
does not teach an "eternal security” which claims that once a person is
saved, he/she can never fall away and lose their faith.

2.  Among the influences that can lead to a loss of faith are: neglect of the
Gospel, accepting a work-righteous view of salvation, a love of the
pleasures of the sinful world, willful sins and unrepentance.

Psalm 19:13 - Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule
over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression.

1 John 5:16b - There is a sin that leads to death.

1 Tim 1:19 - Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.
3. Willful sins are sins which a person commits when he/she clearly knows

what God's Word says on a matter, and is convinced the Word is true,

but then purposely rejects the warning of his/her conscience and commits

that sin without repenting. Such sins destroy saving faith.

Matthew 26:41 - "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.
The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

2 Peter 3:17-18 - Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on
your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless
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men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now
and forever! Amen.
4. The way to avoid weakness or loss of faith is to be watchful at all times
against temptation and to be growing continually in the Gospel of Christ.

Ephesians 4:18 - They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of
their hearts.

Romans 11:7b-8 - The others were hardened, as it is written: "God gave them a
spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not
hear, to this very day."

People who persist in unbelief and resistance to the Gospel harden their hearts

against the Holy Spirit's influence. God may, as an act of judgment, harden

their hearts further so that it is no longer possible for them to come to faith.

Mark 3:28-29 - [tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be
Jforgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be
Sorgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."

Hebrews 6:4-6 - It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who
have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if
they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are
crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

Hebrews 10:26-29 - {26} If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, {27} but only a
Jearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the
enemies of God. {28} Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. {29} How much more
severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son
of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

People who persist in unbelief may also commit the sin against the Holy

Spirit.

1. The sin against the Holy Spirit is a malicious, spiteful rejection and open,
callous contempt for the Gospel truths which the Holy Spirit works to
convince people of.

2. This sin is unforgivable, not because Jesus didn't pay for it, but because
its direct assault against the Spirit's efforts to convert people makes
repentance impossible.

Jeremiah 31:18b - Restore me, and I will return, because you are the Lord my
God.
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Job 33:26-28 - He prays to God and finds favor with him, he sees God's face and
shouts for joy, he is restored by God to his righteous state. Then he comes to
men and says, 'l sinned, and perverted what was right, but I did not get what |
deserved. He redeemed my soul from going down to the pit, and I will live to
enjoy the light.'

F. God can and does bring back to faith people who have previously fallen away.

1. In great mercy God does reconvert people who have carelessly fallen
from faith (e.g., King David).

2.  Werejoice in such a great love that reclaims the fallen, but we dare not
abuse it by presuming that God must and will do it for us.

Acts 20:28a, 31a - Keep watch over yourselves. Be on your guard.
G. God charges us to be vigilant against temptations to resist or reject the Spirit's
work in our lives.

II. The iri li in i

Acts 20:32 - "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified."

A. God the Holy Spirit strengthens and preserves us in saving faith through our
use of the Word of God. We are to use that Word regularly and not neglect it.

Hebrews 6:19a - We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.

B. Weuse God's Word so that our faith will grow stronger and not become
weaker. A strong faith is a great blessing for it allows us to have greater
confidence of salvation and increased strength for a fruitful life of good
works.

C. In order to preserve us in faith, the Holy Spirit uses both the Law and Gospel:

1 Corinthians 10:12 - So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that
you don't fall!
Hebrews 2:1 - We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we
have heard, so that we do not drift away.
1. The Spirit speaks sharp warnings of the Law to our sinful nature so that
we do not become proud and careless and fall from faith.

John 10:28-29 - I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.
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Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
2. The Spirit speaks comforting promises of the Gospel to our believing
nature so that we do not despair over our sinful weakness, but cling to
Christ for our assurance of salvation.

III. Sacraments

A. God has not only accomplished our redemption through Christ. He has also
provided the Gospel as the means by which the Holy Spirit can and does bring
the benefits of Jesus' redeeming work into our hearts and lives.

B. The Gospel comes in the form of the Word (as it is heard, read, or
remembered by people) and of the Sacraments. These means of grace are
God's precious "Gospel delivery system" for us.

C. We will now consider the two Sacraments God gives us to bring us Christ's
blessings.

D. What a sacrament is:
1. The word "sacrament" originally comes from the Latin "sacramentum"
which means "a solemn, sacred pledge." In the Sacraments, God makes
a solemn, sacred pledge to bless people because of Christ.
2. We define a Sacrament as:
a. A sacred act - in which God is at work, imparting something to us.
b. Instituted by Christ - established and commanded by Jesus for us to
do.
c. In which through visible elements - physical substances (water,
bread, wine) which affect our senses.
d. Connected with God's Word - which give the Sacraments their power.
e. God offers, gives and assures to us forgiveness of sins, eternal life
and saving grace.

E. The two Sacraments are the Sacrament Of Holy Baptism and the Sacrament of
Holy Communion.

F. Sacraments are not just marks that identify people as Christians. Nor are they
merely signs which only symbolize spiritual blessings. Sacraments are means
by which God actually gives spiritual blessings to people.
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G. Sacraments are not sacrifices in which people offer something to God. In
Sacraments God is the one who offers and gives His blessings to people.

H. Sacraments are also not like other rites and ceremonies of the Church (e.g.,
confirmation, marriage, funeral). Although these are fine practices, God has
not attached His promise of Gospel blessings to them.

IV. What Baptism Is

Matthew 28:18-20 - Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

A. Jesus instituted Baptism as part of His "Great Commission" to the Church.

1. Baptism is the application of water connected with God's Word to a
person.

2. A person is baptized "in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,"
that is, into an intimate, blessed relationship with the Triune God. In
Baptism God lovingly lays claim to a person's life, makes that person His
own dear child and gives him/her all His spiritual blessings (including
His mercy, pardon and protection).

Matthew 3:11 - "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

B. The earthly element in baptism is water.

1. God uses a common element, often used for physical cleansing, to
accomplish spiritual cleansing.

2. The word baptized originally comes from the Greek "baptizo" which

means "to wash with or apply water."

We must use water, not another substance, for a proper baptism.

4. God does not specify the amount of water we are to use or the method of
applying the water.

a. Some insist that total immersion is the only valid way to be baptized.

b. While immersion is _a_ valid way to baptize, it is not the only way.

Sprinkling, pouring or touching with water are equally valid ways.

(8]

Luke 11:38 - But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not wash (baptize)
before the meal was surprised.
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c. Limiting the meaning of "baptize" to "immerse" is not proper and
makes nonsense of some Scripture passages where it is used.

C. A valid baptism requires the application of water with God's Word of promise,
the name of the Triune God. Where these things are not present, there is no
valid baptism.

V. The Blessings Of Baptism

A. Baptism is more than just an empty ceremony. It is a true means of grace by
which God's blessings come to us.

Galatians 3:26-27 - You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
B. Through baptism, the Holy Spirit brings spiritually separated people into
i ith Christ and makes them God's children.

Acts 2:38 - Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 3:21 - And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

C. Through baptism, the Holy Spirit gives sinful people the forgiveness of sins
and saves them.

John 3:5 - Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of
God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
D. Through baptism the Holy Spirit gives spiritually dead people new spiritual
life and a place in God's kingdom.

VI. The Power In Baptism

Ephesians 5:25b-26 - Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word.
A. The water used in baptism has no power of, or in, itself. Baptism receives its
great power to give blessings through the Word of God connected with the

water.
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Titus 3:5-7 - He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ
our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life.

John 1:12-13 - Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

B. The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God in baptism to work faith in the hearts of
the baptized so that they receive the blessings of Christ. ‘

1. Faith is entirely God's creation in a person's heart. It is not, in any way,
the result of a person's own decision, powers or effort.

2. Faith is always a gracious work of God whenever and in whomever it is
worked.

VII. Who Is To Be Baptized

Matthew 28:19a - Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them . ."
A. Christ commands us to baptize all people everywhere. He sets no limits (such
as age, gender, nationality) on eligibility for baptism. Our Savior's love is so
great that He wants all to receive its blessings.

B. Christ intends infants and children to be included in those baptized. We
baptize them for the following reasons:
1. They are part of "all nations."

Psalm 51:5 - Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me.
Ezekiel 18:4 - For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the
son--both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die.
2. They are sinful by nature, are accountable for their sin, and need God's
forgiveness.

Acts 2:38-39 - Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children
and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."

3. God promises to give them forgiveness and the Holy Spirit through
baptism.
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Luke 18:15-16 - People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him
touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus
called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

Matthew 18:6a - One of these little ones who believe in me.

They can believe in Jesus as their Savior.

Acts 2:41a - Those who had accepted his message were baptized.

Acts 8:35-38 - Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and
told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they
came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why
shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized
him.

Older children and adults are baptized after they come to faith through and are
instructed in God's Word. In situations like this, the Holy Spirit works in
baptism to give added assurance to believers that they are God's children and
heirs of His blessings.

D. We do not rebaptize people.

L.

2.
3.

God's promise in baptism is always valid and does not need to be
repeated.

In fact, to rebaptize a person denies the truth and power of God's Word.
People who fall away from faith and are reconverted are not to be
rebaptized, but are to claim the blessing God already has extended to
them in their baptism.

We will baptize a person who does not know if he/she ever was baptized.
Although it may be a "rebaptism," it will offer the certainty and comfort
God wants him/her to have.

VIII. Who Is To Baptize

A.

Christ's command to baptize is given to all Christians. Every believer has the
authority to baptize others.

1 Corinthians 14:40 - But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.
Pastors generally perform the baptisms in our congregations. We call them to
do this on behalf of the members so that the ministry of the Gospel is carried
out efficiently and orderly.
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In cases of emergency, when a pastor is not available, any believer can

perform a baptism. To perform baptism:

1. Apply water to the person.

2. Say, "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit."

Can an unbeliever perform a valid baptism?

1. Yes. The power of baptism is dependent on the Holy Spirit working
through the Gospel, not on the faith of the baptizer.

2. A baptism which uses the Gospel is valid even if the baptizer does not
personally believe it.

Sponsors and witnesses

1. Many people follow the fine Christian custom of having godparents for
their baptized children.

2. Some parents choose sponsors who witness the baptism and later strive
to encourage and assist their godchild in his/her spiritual life with their
counsel, prayers and example.

3. Because of the nature of their responsibilities, sponsors should be strong,
mature Christians who embrace the teachings of the church and are
members of its fellowship.

4. Some parents choose witnesses who witness the baptism but do not
assume the duties of a sponsor. Witnesses do not have to be members of
the church or its fellowship.

IX. The Need For Baptism And The Unbaptized

A.

Do people need to be baptized in order to be saved?

Mark 16:16 - Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever
does not believe will be condemned.

God clearly states that He wants everyone to be baptized and that baptism is a

way through which He saves people.

However, God does not say that all who die without being baptized are lost

eternally.

1. It is faith in Jesus that saves and unbelief that condemns.

2. Saving faith can exist without baptism. A person may come to faith
through the Word apart from baptism.



3.

4.

99

Luke 7:30 - But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose
for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.

While baptism is not absolutely necessary for salvation, it is not optional.

A person cannot despise baptism and still be saved.

One who truly believes will want baptism.

D. What about the children who die before they have an opportunity to be
baptized or learn the Gospel?

1.

God has bound us to the Gospel in the Word and Sacraments as the
means of salvation. God has told us of no other way by which people
may come to faith in Christ.

Luke 1:41 - When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

However, God does not limit Himself to save by those means only. He

gives the extraordinary example of John the Baptist who was given the

Holy Spirit even before birth.

God does not specifically say anything about the destiny of those who

die without the opportunity for baptism. We cannot speculate and

deliver ultimate judgments about them.

We do know that all are in need of a Savior to forgive their sins. We also

know that God is merciful and gracious and desires their salvation.

Psalm 25:6 - Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are
Jfrom of old.

We commit those who die without the opportunity for baptism to the

wisdom, justice and mercy of God. We can be sure that the God of grace

will handle their destiny in exactly the right way.

Christian parents of such children have the added comfort that their

children had some contact with the Gospel through their mother and

were commiitted to God in their prayers.

Matthew 19:14 - Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."

E. Parents are to make sure that they have their children baptized as soon as
possible. Parents will place the urgency of their children becoming God's
children ahead of other concerns in conducting baptisms.

Ephesians 6:4 - Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up

in the training and instruction of the Lord.
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F. Parents who refuse to baptize their children and train them in God's Word
severely damage and can destroy them spiritually.

1. Parents have a tremendous influence on and obligation toward the
spiritual welfare of their children.

2. Parents can influence their children for a life of unbelief and an eternity
in hell by failing in their duty to baptize them and instruct them in God's
Word.

3.  One cannot bring up children apart from the Gospel and expect them to
be Christians. Even parents who have their children baptized can
"starve" them spiritually by not continuing to feed their faith with God's
Word. Regular worship, Sunday School and Bible class, family
devotions, prayers and informal discussions of God's Word are all
indispensable practices of every believer's life.

4. Parents who choose to let their children grow up to make their own
spiritual decisions are gambling with their children's salvation. To
choose not to influence children for God is to choose to influence them

against Him.
5.  We must do what we can to reach the unbaptized with the Gospel in
baptism and God's Word.
X. Baptism's Im n r ily Li

A. God's blessings in baptism have enduring value and benefit for our lives.

Galatians 3:26-27, 29 - {26} You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,
{27} for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. {29} If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise.
B. God's grace in baptism gives us the confidence of knowing at all times that
Christ is our Savior and that we are God's heaven-bound children.

1 Corinthians 12:13 - For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink.

C. God's grace in baptism gives us the comfort of knowing that we are members
together with other Christians in the Spirit-created fellowship of the Church.

Romans 6:4, 6, 13 - { 4} We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life. {6} For we know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that
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we should no longer be slaves to sin-- {13} Do not offfer the parts of your body
to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your
body to him as instruments of righteousness.
D. God's grace in baptism gives us a new life in Christ in which we share in the
blessings of His saving work and receive strength and encouragement to set
aside the control of sin and live in obedient service to God.

E. The faith worked by baptism must be nourished and fed through continual

feeding on the Gospel in the Word and in the Sacrament of Holy Communion
throughout life.

XI. Home Study
A. LESSON REVIEW: Mark each statement either A (Agree) or D (Disagree)

1. People who ignore God at present can count on the fact that
He will give them opportunities to come to faith later in life.

2. Once a person comes to faith in Jesus, it is impossible for
him/her to ever fall away from Him.

3. The most damaging sin of all is the refusal to believe God's
Word.
4, There are important things we can and must do to preserve our

faith in Christ throughout life.

5. In the Sacraments God provides two powerful ways to bring
the Gospel and its blessings into our lives.

6. The two things essential for a valid baptism are water and the
Word of God.
7. Totally immersing a person in water is the only proper way to

perform a baptism.

8. In Holy Baptism, God uses the Gospel to claim people for His
own and make them His blessed children.
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9. Baptism can and does save us.

10. Only those able to consciously understand the Gospel should
be baptized.

11. A person should not be rebaptized.
12. Any Christian may baptize a person.

13. We must believe that all people who die without baptism are
doomed to hell.

14. Christ expects nothing more of parents than that they have
their children baptized and brought to faith in Him.

15. Our baptism has little ongoing importance for our lives as
believers.
E JONS (Answer the following questions)

1. What is your greatest concern about yourself as you consider the
challenge of continuing to believe in Jesus throughout your life?

2.  When, where and by whom were you baptized?
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3. What points would you want to be sure to emphasize as you discuss
baptism with a person who has neglected to have their child baptized?

C. MEMORY TREASURES: (Memorize the following Bible verses to build up
your knowledge of God's Word)

Matthew 28:19 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 3:26-27 - You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,
Jor all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.

D. READING DURING THE WEEK

___Day 1 - Hebrews3 ___Day5 - 1John3
__ Day?2 - Hebrews 6 __Dayé6 - 1John4
~ Day3 - 1Johnl ___Day7 - 1John5
___Day4 - 1John2

E. HYMN/PRAYER
Hymn 294: 1, 2 in Christian Worship: "Baptized into Your Name Most Holy"

Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin. Your Spirit now shall live within.

My loving Father, there you took me To be henceforth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, there you let me The fruit of all your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me When threat'ning clouds around I see.



104

Welcome To Life!
Lesson 8

Contents: I.  The Institution Of Holy Communion
II. What Holy Communion Is
III. The Benefits And Purposes Of Holy Communion
IV. Who Is To Partake Of Holy Communion
V. Close Communion
V1. Proper Preparation For Holy Communion
VII. Faithful Reception Of Holy Communion
VIII. Practical Matters Concerning Holy Communion

* Review the Home Study questions from Lesson 7
L. The Instituti oly Co ion

Mark 14:22-24 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body." Then he took
the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. "This is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them.

Luke 22:15-20 - And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before 1 suffer. For I tell you, 1 will not eat it again until it finds
Julfillment in the kingdom of God." After taking the cup, he gave thanks and
said, "Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given
Jor you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after the supper he
took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you.

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to
you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you, do
this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink
it, in remembrance of me."

A. Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the night He was
betrayed by Judas Iscariot, only hours before His death on the cross. This day
is known as Maundy Thursday (the word "maundy" is from the Latin and
means "to give a command" referring very likely to the statement "A new
commandment I give unto you that you love one another as I have loved

you.").
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B. Jesus instituted Holy Communion at a Passover meal, eaten with His disciples
in an upper room in Jerusalem.
1. Passover was the annual celebration of God's dramatic rescue of His
people from slavery in Egypt.
2. In the Passover meal, the celebrants reviewed the events of God's
deliverance of His Old Testament people and praised God for His saving
love.

C. This Sacrament is known by several different names:

1. Holy Communion stresses the holiness of the things joined together -
Christ's Word and command. The communion is a "union with" or
"sharing" of three things.

a. A union of the bread and wine with the body and blood of Jesus.

b. A union of the believing communicant with Christ.

¢. A union of all the believing communicants with each other through
Jesus.

2. The Lord's Supper emphasizes that it is not just any meal.

a. It was instituted and commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

b. Jesus is our host at this heavenly meal and gives us His full, accepting
fellowship and blessing.

3. The Sacrament of the Altar is a name given by the Church to Holy
Communion.

a. It stresses the location. Baptism is not done "at the altar."

b. The name conveys the insight that Holy Communion is intended only
for Christians (people who can properly approach the Lord's altar).

c. Holy Communion is not intended to initiate faith, but to strengthen
already existing faith.

II. 1 m ion

Matthew 26:26-29 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from
it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins. 1 tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine
Jfrom now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's
kingdom."

A. Holy Communion is Jesus' gift of His body and blood along with bread and
wine for the forgiveness of sins, accomplished by the power of His Word.



According to Jesus' clear words, the person who eats the bread also
receives Christ's body. And the person who drinks the wine also receives

Christ's blood.

We call the presence of Jesus' body and blood in the sacrament the "real

presence.”

Communicants receive the bread and wine in a natural way. They
receive Christ's body and blood in a supernatural way beyond our

comprehension.

Jesus used unleavened bread (bread without yeast) and grape wine in
instituting Holy Communion. While it is permissible to use leavened
bread or grape juice in emergencies, we regularly use the same elements

Jesus used.

B. The Biblical view compared with others.

1. The following chart compares the Bible's teaching of the real presence
with two erring views that arose from distorting God's Word.
Nature A Sacrament A Sacrifice A Symbol
Name Real Presence Transubstantiation Representation
Key Words | "is my body, is my "changes into" "represents”
blood"
Elements Bread & Body No Bread & Wine Bread & Wine
Present Wine & Blood Christ's entire being No Body & Blood
God's Christ is present Christ is crucified None
Action to give blessings again
Christ's Eat & Drink Re-enact & offer Jesus' Remember Jesus
Command | for blessing sacrifice to God suffering & death
Blessings/ Forgiveness of sins, Power to live Strengthens
Benefits Assurance of salvation a more deserving life appreciation for Jesus
2. The Sacramental view is the teaching of the Bible.
3. Some regard Holy Communion primarily as a "Sacrifice" in which the

bread and wine are changed into Christ's body and blood and in which
Jesus' sacrifice is re-enacted in an unbloody manner and offered to God
as a payment for sins of the living and the dead.
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1 Corinthians 11:26-29 - For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. Therefore, whoever eats
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man
ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

a. The Bible counters this view by pointing out that communicants
actually eat and drink the physical elements of bread and wine.

Hebrews 9:25-26 - Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and
again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every
year with blood that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to
suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

b. The Bible also opposes this view by teaching that Jesus made a
complete once-for-all-people and for-all-sins sacrifice that does not
need to be repeated.

c. The "sacrificial" view treats Jesus' redeeming work with great
contempt and makes Holy Communion a meriting work of people
rather than a precious gift of God.

4. Some regard Holy Communion primarily as a "Symbol" in which Jesus'
body and blood are represented, but not really present, and in which
people can remember Jesus' sacrifice for their sins on Calvary but receive
no forgiveness.

1 Corinthians 10:16 - Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give
thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread
that we break a participation in the body of Christ?

a. The Bible counters this view by teaching that communicants actually
take part or participate in Christ's body and blood which are present.

Matthew 26:28 - This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
Jfor many for the forgiveness of sins.
b. The Bible also opposes this view by indicating that God actually
gives forgiveness of sins in Holy Communion.
c. The "symbolical" view denies the true essence of Holy Communion
and leaves it a powerless, empty ceremony.
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nd Pur f Hol ion

Hebrews 8:8b, 10a-12 - {8b}"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
{10a} This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel afier that
time, declares the Lord. {11} No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a
man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest.{12} For I will forgive their
wickedness and will remember their sins no more."

Hebrews 9:15 - For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that
those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now
that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under
the first covenant.

Matthew 26:27-28 - Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,
saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

By redeeming us, Jesus established the new covenant (a covenant is a solemn,

binding agreement between people) God had promised.

1. At the heart of this covenant of grace, God grants forgiveness of sins to

people and has intimate fellowship with them.

2. InHoly Communion, Jesus gives the blessings of that covenant: full

forgiveness and intimate fellowship with God to His believing people.

Hebrews 9:14 - How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may
serve the living God!

3. Jesus uses these blessings to increase our faith in God so we are sure of

His pardon and strengthened to serve Him.

Luke 22:19-20 - And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the
same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

In Holy Communion, Jesus gives us the forgiveness of sins in a most personal,

convincing way.

1. He gives individually to believers His body and blood by which He
won our forgiveness.
2. He gives this gift in a way that involves all our senses.
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1 Corinthians 11:26 - For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

By celebrating Holy Communion, we personally remember and publicly

confess that Jesus died to give us forgiveness and eternal life.

1 Corinthians 10:17 - Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf.

By celebrating Holy Communion, we also express our united fellowship with

God and other believers in Christ, a precious result of our Spirit-created faith.

IV. WhoIs To Partake Of Holy Communion

A.

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 - {23} For I received from the Lord what I also passed on
to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, {24} and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for
you, do this in remembrance of me." {25} In the same way, after supper he
took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." {26} For whenever you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

{27} Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the
Lord. {28} A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and
drinks of the cup. {29} For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing
the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

Jesus intends that His properly prepared Christians partake of Holy

Communion.

1.  They are the ones who in faith know and confess ("remember and
proclaim") the meaning of Jesus' death and its blessings.

2. They are the ones who spiritually examine themselves and believe:

a. that they are sinful and need God's forgiveness.

b. that God forgives them because of Jesus' redeeming work.

c. that Jesus' body and blood are truly present in the Sacrament to give
them the forgiveness of sins.

In accord with Jesus' will, we carefully instruct people in the Bible's teachings
prior to receiving Holy Communion. After this strengthening instruction, they
publicly confess their faith in Jesus and their unity in faith with other believers
and so indicate their readiness to receive Holy Communion (confirmation).
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Christ's Words "given for you" and "poured out for you," place God's blessing
into the Sacrament. Communicants receive these blessings by faith in Christ's

promise.

God warns against taking Holy Communion unworthily.

1. Unworthy reception consists of a failure to recognize the real presence of
Jesus' body and blood and unbelief (the rejection of God's Word of Law
and/or Gospel).

1 John 1:8 - Ifwe claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth
is not in us.

2.  Sin by itself does not make a person unworthy, but a lack of repentance
does. Unrepentance is refusing to believe God's Law.

3. Unworthy reception results in God's judgment on the unworthy
communicant. Such a person receives Christ's body and blood not to
his/her benefit, but to his/her harm.

4. A person can repent of the sins of unworthy reception and be forgiven
for it.

Because of God's warning and judgment on improper reception of Holy

Communion, we lovingly exclude from Communion those who cannot or will

not repent of their sins and believe in Jesus and His promises in the

Sacrament.

1.  The unbelievers or ungodly who openly confess their unbelief.

2. The openly unrepentant who by words or actions refuse to admit their
sinfulness.

3. The insane or severely retarded or those in a coma who are not capable
of examining themselves properly.

4.  The uninstructed, children and adults, who are not properly instructed in
the teachings of the Bible and so can not properly examine themselves.

5. Those who teach or follow false doctrine and are not part of the
fellowship of the true Christian faith. (This is explained more fully in the
next section.)

mmuni

In our church body we practice "close" or "fellowship" communion in which
we admit to Holy Communion those who are instructed in the teachings of
God's Word, publicly confess their faith in them and who are willing and able
to examine themselves.
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This practice is sometimes misunderstood and misinterpreted as an unloving,
snobbish practice. A biblical look at this practice will help us understand it
correctly.

1 Corinthians 11:29 - For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

To invite people who were not taught to recognize Jesus' body and blood to

commune is to invite them to receive God's judgment on themselves.

1. This is a cruel, unloving thing to do.

2. Christian love refuses to let this harm come to them and strives to warn
of the danger and help that person gain a proper understanding first so
they can properly commune later.

1 Corinthians 10:17 - Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body,
Jor we all partake of the one loaf.

Matthew 28:20a - and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

Romans 16:17 - 1 urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions
and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have
learned. Keep away from them.

Holy Communion is an expression of unity of faith among people.

1. Jesus wants us to be united on all that He tells us in His Word.

2. If a person by his/her public confession (which includes membership in a
congregation and church body) disagrees with what the Bible teaches
(and we believe) as true, he/she is not truly united with us in faith.

3. To commune a person who confesses contrary to God's Word is both
dishonest and misleading.

4. Excluding from Communion those who have a confession contrary to the
Word is a concerned call to them to accept the true teaching of the Bible
and be united with us in faith.

Confirmed members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
may take Holy Communion in any of its congregations and in those of our
sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). It is proper to introduce
yourself to the pastor before the service and indicate your desire to commune.

Since we are not united with other denominations in all that God's Word
teaches, it is not proper to commune in churches of other denominations, even
those affiliated with other Lutheran church bodies.
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Proper Preparation For Holy Communion

A. Good participation in Holy Communion requires good preparation.

2 Corinthians 13:5 - Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test

yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course,
you fail the test?

B. Before we attend Holy Communion, God wants us to examine ourselves to see
if we are sorry for our sins, trust in Jesus' forgiveness for us and recognize
.what Holy Communion is and gives.

C. A good method of preparation is to ask ourselves these questions:

1.
2.
3.

Do I believe that I am a sinner? (Yes)

Am I sorry for my sins? (Yes)

Do I believe that Jesus is my Savior from sin and that He has earned
forgiveness for me by His life, death, and resurrection? (Yes)

Do I believe that in the Lord's Supper I actually receive with the bread
and wine the true body and blood of Jesus for the assurance of the
forgiveness of my sins? (Yes)

Do I desire to improve my sinful life and, with God helping me, dedicate
my life ever more to Christ and to His service? (Yes)

Our self examination may reveal we have committed many sins and/or that we

have a weak faith. This discovery should be an encouragement rather than a
discouragement to take Holy Communion.

Romans 5:6 - You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly.

Mark 9:24 - Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me
overcome my unbelief!"

John 6:37b - "Whoever comes to me I will never drive away."

Proper reception of Holy Communion requires a sincere sorrow for sins

and faith in Christ to forgive.

As long as we are sorry for our sins and believe that Jesus forgives our

sins, we may receive Holy Communion. Jesus will not refuse a repentant

believer even though his/her sins are many and his/her faith is weak.

In fact, Jesus will use Holy Communion to assure us that He has forgiven

our sins to strengthen our faith in Him.

Psalm 32:3,5 - When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my
groaning all day long. Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not
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cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord"-
- and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
4. Ifaparticular sin is troubling a person, he/she should speak with the
pastor about it prior to communing.
a. In this way, the matter can be resolved through personal confession
and absolution.
b. After this, the person may commune with an untroubled conscience.

VII. Regular Reception Of Holy Communion

Luke 22:19-20 - And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the
same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

1 Corinthians 11:26 - For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

A. Jesus invites and commands us to receive Holy Communion again and again.

Romans 4:7 - "Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.
Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.
B. We have a deep need for the forgiveness, peace, joy and strength which Jesus
gives us in Holy Communion.

Hebrews 10:25 - Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

C. Christians give and receive important spiritual encouragement to each other
by communing frequently.

Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the
Jellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
D. Through the example of the early Christians, God teaches us to receive Holy
Communion regularly - unless there is some serious reason not to.

E. Taking Holy Communion frequently does not mean that we may or will take it
for granted. If we prepare well and remember this Sacrament's worth, we can
take it frequently without despising it.
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1 ers in o ion

Who can administer Holy Communion

1.

2.

The administration of Holy Communion is part of the Gospel ministry

which God has given to all His believers.

Since Holy Communion is celebrated among Christians gathered around

the Gospel, its administration is properly carried out by those the

congregation calls or chooses to perform this duty.

a. The pastor's call includes this duty.

b. A congregation may also call one or more of its qualified men (often
elders or officers) to assist in this work.

The validity of Holy Communion does not depend on the faith or

position of the person who administers it, but on the powerful Word of

God.

Communion registration.

1. Many congregations have some method of registering people to receive
Holy Communion.

2. Registration gives people the opportunity to give extra thought to their
preparation and readiness for communing.

3. Registration also helps the congregation fulfill its responsibility to care
for the souls of its members.

Distribution practices.

1. In matters concerning Holy Communion which God has not addressed in
His Word, God gives Christians great freedom to choose their own
practices.

2. A congregation may use either or both common or individual cups.

3. Communicants may kneel, stand or sit to receive Holy Communion.

4. Members generally sing congregational hymns and offer personal

prayers while they are in the pews during the distribution.

Receiving Holy Communion

1.
2.

Suggestions on receiving the elements.
Suggestions for our thoughts: Remembering, Expecting, Request,
Thanksgiving.

Private or personal communion.

1.

If a communicant member is hospitalized, shut-in, working on
Communion Sundays, or otherwise unable to receive Holy Communion
regularly, he/she may request private or personal communion.
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2. The pastor or another called member will arrange to give that person
Holy Communion so he/she can receive its blessings.

3. The pastor and elders are concerned about your spiritual welfare. Do not
hesitate to make your need known.

IX. Home Study
A. LESSON REVIEW: Mark each statement either A (Agree) or D (Disagree)

1. Jesus instituted Holy Communion on the occasion of the
Jewish Day of Atonement.

2. In Holy Communion, Christ's body and blood are present
along with the bread and the wine.

3. Christ's Word gives Holy Communion its great power.

4. At its essence, Holy Communion is a wonderful sacrifice God
allows us to offer Him.

5. At the heart of God's new covenant is His gracious agreement
to forgive all our sins.

6. As long as a person believes in Jesus he may take the Lord's
Supper.

7. Sinning by itself does not disqualify us from receiving Holy
Communion.

8. Whoever takes Holy Communion unworthily will be damned.

0. Not everyone who goes to communion receives the

forgiveness of sins.
10. We can feel free to commune in any Christian congregation.

11.  Before going to the Lord's Supper we must show God that we
deserve its blessings.
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A person can have a weak faith and still go to Holy
Communion.

It is important for us to go to Communion on a regular basis.

Holy Communion doesn't become meaningless to people who
prepare carefully to receive it.

Only pastors may administer Holy Communion.

B. PERSONAL REFLECTIONS (Answer the following questions)

1.

What truths about Holy Communion encourage a Christian to receive it

regularly?

What loving scriptural reasons can you see behind the practice of "close"
communion?

What are some helpful ways to prepare yourself for receiving Holy
Communion?
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C. MEMORY TREASURES: (Memorize the following Bible verses to build up
your knowledge of God's Word)

1 Corinthians 11:23 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to
you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which
is for you, do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, afier supper
he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."

Matthew 26:28 - This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins.

D. READING DURING THE WEEK

____ Day1l - GospelofJohnl ____ Day5 - John$5
__ Day?2 - John2 ____Day6 - John 6
____Day3 - John3 ____Day7 - John7
____Day4 - John 4

E. HYMN/PRAYER

Hymn 312: 1, 8 in Christian Worship: "Lord Jesus Christ, You Have
Prepared"

Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;

It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.

For your consoling supper, Lord Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev'ry place The world against it rages.

Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
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Welcome To Life!
Lesson 9

Suffering

Death

The State Of The Soul After Death
The Second Coming Of Christ
The Resurrection Of The Dead
The Final Judgment

Hell

VIII.Heaven

* Review the Home Study questions from Lesson 8

I.  Suffering

Job 5:7 - Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.
Job 14:1 - "Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.

A. All people experience troubles and suffering of various kinds during their life
on earth.

B. These sufferings come for a variety of reasons.

Romans 2:9a - There will be trouble and distress for every human being who
does evil.
Suffering is the unpleasant result of sin.

Job 4:8 - As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble
reap it.

Lamentations 1:5b - The Lord has brought her grief because of her many
sins.

Sometimes people suffer as a direct result of their own sin.

Psalm 55:2b-3 - My thoughts trouble me and 1 am distraught at the voice of
the enemy, at the stares of the wicked; for they bring down suffering upon
me and revile me in their anger.

Sometimes people suffer as a result of other people's sins.

John 9:1-3 - As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born



7.

119

blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this

happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.
Sometimes people suffer, not as the result of a specific sin, but as a
consequence and reminder of humanity's sin in general.

Acts 14:22b - We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of
God.

John 15:18, 20b, 21a - "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me
first. .. No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they
will persecute you also. . . They will treat you this way because of my
name."

Sometimes Christians suffer because they belong to Jesus Christ and face

the attacks of God's enemies.

Job 1:8-12 - {8} Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my
servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." {9}"Does Job fear God for
nothing?" Satan replied. {10}"Have you not put a hedge around him and
his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his
hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.
{11}But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will
surely curse you to your face." {12}The Lord said to Satan, "Very well,
then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay
a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.

Sometimes God permits suffering to afflict people.

Psalm 71:19b-20a - Who, O God, is like you? Though you have made me
see troubles, many and bitter.

Lamentations 1:12b - Is any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on
me, that the Lord brought on me in the day of his fierce anger?

Sometimes God Himself afflicts people with suffering.

Our suffering raises a number of important issues for us to consider.

1.
2.
3.
4

5.

Why do bad things have to happen to us and others?

Who is responsible (or to blame) for our sufferings?

Is our suffering a punishment for our sins?

If God loves us, why does He allow us to suffer, sometimes more than
wicked people?

How will I react to the sufferings I face?

God's purposes in the suffering of non-Christians.
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1.  God has several purposes for permitting or placing afflictions on
unbelievers:

Psalm 39:11a - "You rebuke and discipline men for their sin."

Hosea 5:10b, 14b, 15a - "I will pour out my wrath on them like a flood of
water. . . . I will tear to pieces and go away. . . . Then I will go back to my
place until they admit their guilt."

2.  God uses afflictions in order to lead unbelievers to admit and repent of

their sins.

Leviticus 26:18-19 - "If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish
you for your sins seven times over. "'If you remain hostile toward me and
refuse to listen to me, 1 will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as
your sins deserve.

3.  God uses afflictions in order to punish unbelievers for their refusal to

repent.

Psalm 73:3-5, 7-9, 14, 16-19 - {3} For I envied the arrogant when I saw the
prosperity of the wicked. {4} They have no struggles; their bodies are
healthy and strong. {5} They are firee from the burdens common to man;
they are not plagued by human ills. {7} From their callous hearts comes
iniquity ; the evil conceits of their minds know no limits. {8} They scoff,
and speak with malice; in their arrogance they threaten oppression. {9}
Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the
earth. {14} All day long I have been plagued; I have been punished every
morning. {16} When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me
{17} till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final
destiny. {18} Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them
down to ruin. {19} How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept
away by terrors!

Psalm 37:38 - But all sinners will be destroyed; the future of the wicked will
be cut off.

4. The fact that God allows some wicked people to have relatively
comfortable lives on earth does not mean that He will let them go
unpunished.

E. God's purposes in the suffering of Christians.
1. God has dramatically different purposes for permitting or placing
afflictions on His believers.

Hebrews 12:2-3 - Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him
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who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.
God directs believers to look at their suffering in the light of Jesus Christ
and His suffering and death for our salvation. Jesus reveals God's loving
eternal purposes for them and helps them make proper sense of their
suffering.

Psalm 119:67, 71 - {67} Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey
your word. {71} It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn
your decrees.

God uses afflictions, not to punish believers, but to correct them when

they sin so that they remain in faith and to teach them to obey Him and

His Word more faithfully.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - To keep me from becoming conceited because of
these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the
Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on
me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.

2 Corinthians 1:9 - Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But
this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises
the dead.

God uses afflictions to protect believers from their sinful pride and to
teach them to rely on God's power for their blessing.

1 Peter 1:6-7 - In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that
your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined
by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Isaiah 48:10 - See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you
in the furnace of affliction.

God uses afflictions to test believers and to purify their faith of

imperfections (e.g. Refining gold in fire).

Hebrews 12:7-11 - Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as
sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If you are not
disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate
children and not true sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
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disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we
submit to the Father of our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for
a little while as they thought best, but God disciplines us for our good, that
we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by it.

Proverbs 3:11-12 - My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline and do not
resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father
the son he delights in.

God uses afflictions to discipline believers for their benefit now and

forever.

Romans 8:18, 23 - I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

God uses afflictions to help believers recognize the greater value of His

spiritual and eternal blessings and to help Christians long for the joy and

perfection of heaven.

Psalm 88:1, 3, 15-18 - {1} O Lord, the God who saves me, day and night I
cry out before you. {3} For my soul is full of trouble and my life draws
near the grave. {15} From my youth I have been afflicted and close to
death; I have suffered your terrors and am in despair. {16} Your wrath
has swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me. {17} All day long
they surround me like a flood; they have completely engulfed me. {18} You
have taken my companions and loved ones from me; the darkness is my
closest friend.

In His wisdom God permits especially heavy afflictions on some of His

believers.

Lamentations 3:22 - Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed,
Jor his compassions never fail.

1 Corinthians 10:13-14 - No temptation has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way
out so that you can stand up under it. Therefore, my dear friends, flee from
idolatry.

In His mercy God will not permit more affliction on a believer than the

believer with God's help can bear.

Psalm 34:19 - A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord
delivers him from them all;
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Lamentations 3:31-33 - For men are not cast off by the Lord forever.

Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing
love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of
men.

10. In His unfailing love, God delivers His believers from their afflictions

when those afflictions have served their purpose in their lives.

Responding to sufferings

W

Proverbs 3:11 - My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline and do not
resent his rebuke.

Lamentations 3:38-40 - Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both
calamities and good things come? Why should any living man complain
when punished for his sins? Let us examine our ways and test them, and
let us return to the Lord.

God does not want us to resent our suffering or complain about God's

dealing with us.

Instead He wants us to search ourselves, learn from our sufferings and

turn to Him.

1 Peter 4:12, 19 - {12} Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial
you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.
{19} So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

1 Peter 2:21, 23 - {21} To this you were called, because Christ suffered for
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. {23}
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
Jjudges justly.

God doesn't want us to be shocked or surprised by our sufferings.

Instead He wants us to commit ourselves to His grace, endure our

sufferings with Christ-like patience and wait for His deliverance.

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of
Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort
overflows.

God also wants us to receive His comfort in Christ when we suffer and

then share that comfort with others who are troubled.
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Death
A. God tells us about three kinds of death in His Word:
1. Physical death which is separation from the physical blessings of God.
2.  Spiritual death which is separation from the spiritual blessings of God
(unbelief).
3. Eternal death which is separation from the eternal blessings of God
(damnation).

Psalm 89:48 - What man can live and not see death, or save himself from the
power of the grave ?

Psalm 90:10 - The length of our days is seventy years-- or eighty, if we have the
strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and
we fly away.

Ecclesiastes 7:2b - Death is the destiny of every man; the living should take this to
heart.

All people will die physically at the end of their earthly life.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 - And the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit
returns to God who gave it.

At the time of physical death, a person's body and soul are separated.

1. The body decays and returns to dust.

2. The soul passes on to God in eternity.

Hebrews 9:27 - Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face
Jjudgment.

At death a person's eternal destiny is sealed as his/her soul faces God for

judgment.

Romans 5:12 - Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.
Although death comes to all, it is not a natural event for people. Death came
only as a result of sin and was not part of God's original plans for us.

Ecclesiastes 4:11b - He has also set eternity in the hearts of men.
God has given people an awareness of and longing for an eternal life beyond
this earthly life.

Hebrews 2:15 - And free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their
Sear of death.
By nature all people as sinners are afraid of death.
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John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in me will live, even though he dies;

Psalm 49:15 - But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me
to himself.

Believers in Jesus are confident that God will raise them from the dead and

being brought safely to heaven. Believers still battle the fears of the sinful

nature about death.

Proverbs 11:7 - When a wicked man dies, his hope perishes; all he expected from
his power comes to nothing.

Proverbs 24:19-20 - Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked,
for the evil man has no future hope, and the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed
out.

Unbelievers die with no prospect of a blessed eternity. Christless hopes they

hold to (such as reincarnation, getting to heaven because of their own

goodness, ceasing to exist after death) will prove to be false and empty.

Psalm 31:15a - My times are in Your hands.

Job 14:5 - Man's days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months
and have set limits he cannot exceed.

God determines the length of our life and the time of our death.

Isaiah 57:1-2 - The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout
men are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away
to be spared from evil. Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find
rest as they lie in death.

God may take the life of a believer at a young age to spare them from future

evil.

1. Death for a believer is a blessing whenever it comes. For him/her the
best is yet to come.

2.  On the other hand, death for the unbeliever is a terrible evil. All he/she
has is this life and for him/her the worst is yet to come.

Ecclesiastes 8:7, 8b - Since no man knows the future, who can tell him what is to
come? No one has power over the day of his death.

Psalm 39:4 - "Show me, O Lord, my life's end and the number of my days; let me
know how fleeting is my life.

Psalm 90:5a, 12 - You sweep men away in the sleep of death. Teach us to number
our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Since our time of death is uncertain and fast approaching, let us wisely

prepare ourselves for that time.
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The Bible speaks of two places where people will spend eternity: Heaven and
Hell.

John 3:36 - Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

Where a person spends eternity depends on his/her response to Jesus Christ in

this lifetime.

1. Those who believe in Jesus as their Savior will go to heaven.

2. Those who don't believe in Jesus as their Savior will go to hell.

The departed souls of believers.

Luke 23:43 - Jesus answered him, "1 tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise."

2 Corinthians 5:8 - We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away
Jrom the body and at home with the Lord.

Revelation 14:13 - Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” "Yes," says the Spirit, "they
will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."

The soul of the believer goes to heaven to be with God.

The soul actively enjoys the blessedness of heaven.

N

The departed souls of unbelievers.

1 Peter 3:19-20a - Through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in
prison who disobeyed long ago.

Luke 16:22 - "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to
Abraham'’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was
in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.

* The soul of the unbeliever goes directly to hell and suffers.

The souls of the dead do not return to the world.
1. There is no transmigration of souls or reincarnation.

Isaiah 63:16 - But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or
Israel acknowledge us; you, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of
old is your name.

2. The dead are ignorant of the living and cannot communicate with them.
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3. "Spirits" that appear or speak to people are either fake or the work of evil
angels.

F. There is no purgatory where souls go to suffer before they can enter heaven.

e i f Chri

Acts 1:11 - "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."

Titus 2:13 - While we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

A. Atthe end of time Jesus Christ will come back to this earth.

Revelations 1:7 - Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him.

B. Christ will return visibly.

Matthew 25:31 - "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.
C. Christ will return in glory and power.

Jude 14b-15a - See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of His
holy ones to judge everyone.

D. Christ will return to judge all people.

Hebrews 9:28 - So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many
people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting for him.

E. Christ will return to fulfill His promises to deliver and bless His believers.

Mark 13:32-33 - "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert ! You do not
know when that time will come.

2 Peter 3:10-11, 12b - But the day of the Lord will come like a thief The heavens
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth
and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in
this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and
godly lives. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire
and the elements will melt in the heat.

1 Peter 4:7a - The end of all things is near.



