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THE MESSIANIC CONCEPT
IN JEWISH APOCALYFTIC WRITINGS

1. Desclaration of Purpose and Definition of Terms

in this paper we propose to discuss certain aspects of
the liessienic hope of the Jews as found in their apocalyptic
literature, Jie want to investigate the apocalyptic writings
with the deslre of plecing together references to the liessiah,
hoping in this way to discover what sort of liessiah this
particular genre of Jewish literature prescents.

Before we can proceed to the main problem, however,
two preliminary questions should be answered: (1) What is
meant by the term "Jewish apocalyptic literature™™? aend (2)
Whaet shall we, for the purposes of this specifiic essay,
understand by the term "Jewish apocalyptic literature"?

First, then, we must analyze the type of literature
from whioch our materiels came.

If vie comprehend the purpose for which the a@gpﬁ.o
writings came into existence, we will have gone a long way

toward answering our first question. These works did have




a goal: to sustain and nourish the Jews' faith, hope and

trust in God during a period of severe national tribulatlion.
The most probable theory of the origin of the
Jewish Apocalypse would seem to be this, that it
Tieious 11 sererimer iestiy protueed cod shves
shape by externel conditions: namely, the
terrible distress under Antiochus Epiphanes.1

Already in the dim past, God had promised the patriarchs
that from them and their people would stem a Messiah, a
Saviour, JFor centuries the children of Israel had looked
for this Deliverer. They lived in expectation. From tirme
to tiwe, God had sent prophets vho had reminded them of His
covenent end promise. But there came & time when prophets
were no more, The canon was closed. ﬂ

The closing of the canon, however, did not stop the
movement of history. Israel lived on, and came upon evil
days, <oituated as sho was on the highways of great empires,
that patch of ground we ogll Palestine suffered the ebb and
flow of wars from north, south and east., The Jews were
pawns in the hands of conquerors,

Finally, in 166 B.C. the Syrian overlordship was ended
by the revolt of the Maccabees against Antiochus Epiphenes.
This began & period of storm and stress which is pictured
in the books of the laccabees, and in which era the apocalyptioc
literature began to apbaar.

The times were evil, and devout Jews began to gquestion

1. Charles C. Torrey, "Apocalypse," Ihe Jewish
Engyolopedia, I, p. 672,




vwhether there was any foundation in the age-o0ld liessianioc
hope; began to wonder if there could be any expectation of
@ happy future. It was this need for assurance which the
apocealyptic literature was meant to satisfy. "Apocalyptiec
literature was both & message of counfort and an effort to
solve the problem of the sufferings of the just and the
apparent hopelessness of a fulfilment of the prophecies of
Israel's sovereignty on earth.“aj Me.eedoWish scholars like
Buttenwieser maintain that the courage and persistency of
the Jews in their faith, their indomitsble hope under per-
secution, their scorn of death, were 2ll nourished by
apocelyptic from the times of the lMaccabees down to the
thirteenth century A.D."3 Shailer Mathews defines our sub=-
jJect as "a group of Jewish and Christian writings which en-
deavor to set forth by the use of symbols and revelations
God's deliverance of His people from the oppression of their
enamies, the certein triumph and joy of the righteous, and

the general conditions of life after death. nt

He further
adds, "It served to express the enmity end hopes of perse-
cuted groups without exposing them to charges of disloyalty
to the government, nS Finally we turn to Schirer, who mein=-
tains that the majority of apocalyptic writings were

occasioned by times of trouble and distress, or by de-

2. George J, Reid, "Apooryphe," The Cstholic Encyclopedia,
I « 602,
* Pg, R.H.Charles, The Apocrypha end Pseudepigrepha of
the 0l1ld Testamg%ji 1I, p. ix. For proof, he refers the
Treader to Jewis oyc. 1. 676.
4. Shailer llathews and Gerald Birney Smith, & _D;c?wtigxygx

of Relizion and Ethiecs, "Apocalyptio Literature,” p. 20.
6. ibid.




pressed circumstansces of the people gemerally. "It is the
contradiction that is Tfound to exist between the ideal amd
the actual, between the promises vwhich God has given to His
people and the existing bondage and persecution which they
had to endure at the hands of Gentile powers,--it wes this
contradiction I say that impelled their suthors to write
those works."® Schilrer further opines, that where no pre-
sent trouble existed, "the motive for writing may be looked
for in the pessimistic view of things which they were
cherishing at the time. The existing state of matters,
the present condition of the chosen people, was Telt to be
a glaring contradiction of its true destiny.“" It is
Schirer’'s belief that the apocalyptic writings did have
resulis. Through them the liessianic hope was quickensd,
he maintains, and the people confirmed in the belief that
they were not called to serve but to rule.

The apocalyptic books interpreted their sufferings
%0 the people. They were urged to look upon their dirii-
culties as a process of purification. But at the ssme tinme,
the wicked were urged to rapcauﬂ:.8

In order to clarxfy still more the nature of this
literery type, let us return to a fact mentioned above.
We stated that before the time of apocalyptic 1li terature
the Bibliocal 0ld Testemeit canon had been closed. This

6. Emil Sohilrer, A Iistory of the Jewish People in
the Time of Jesus Christ, Division II, Vok. III, p. &£7.

7. 1bid.
8. Ibid, p. 48,




factor hed a definite bearing on a peculiar characteristic
of apocalyptic literature: pseudonymity.

Inasmuch @2 the canon was closed, new revelations were
not expected. "...the Law had come to be conceived =3 the
final end supreme revelatlon of God."? Therefore, writings
which purported to procleim further revelations from God =
and the apocclyptic books «id claim to do this = would not
receive & welcome.

The solution hit upon by the authors of these writings
wes thet of pseudonymity. "All Jewish &pocslypses, there-
fore, Ifrom 200 L,U, onuards were of necessity pseudonymous
if they =ought to coxorcise any real influence oa the netion;
for the lLaw was everything, beliefl in inspiration was dead
emongst thei, and their Canon was closed. oLl

in order to insure the reception of the teachings con=-
taincd in the apocalyptic writings, the pseudonyms adopted
were names of ancient Jewish leaders., Thus, books were
labeled after Znoch, loses, LEzra, as well as "The Twelve
Patrierchs,™ <Shailer liathews says that apocalypticisnm
"purports to be wiritten by men long since dead. nll

Another characteristic of the apocalyptic was that it
claimed to be a supernatural revelation through the mouth
of the man in whose neme it .'slp];:aarad.l'2 This thought is

expressed in the very name "apocalyptio,™ which comes from

9. Charles, op. g8it., p. viii,

10. }bid., p. ix.

11, liathews and Emith, op. cit., P« 20,
12, Schilrer, op. cit., p. 46.




the Greek XMeKsAUTTw,

Visions eand revelations play &m important part in
this literature. These were meant to foretell the future
for the Jevish people. "The most :meortaxit and valuable
of the extant Jewish apocrypha are those which have a large
apocalyptic eleﬁent; that is, vhich profess to contain
visions and revelutions of the unseen world and the liessianioc
future, "13

The use of symbols for expressing ideas was a further
technique. 3Schilrer refers to this constituent when he
speaks of the “an:l.énatical forn" in which truths are pre-
sented. The truth is veiled, he maintains, under purables :
and syabol 5.14

The Jewish Incyclopedia in an article by Charles C,
Torrey lists the following as characteristics of apocalyptic
literature:

l. It is a revelation of mysteries, things which

lie beyond the ordinary range of humen knowledgSse.

2. The disclosure of hidden wisdom is made

through a vision or dre:l...

3. The introduction of Angels as the bearers of

the revelation is also a standing feature...

4, In the typical composi tions of this class the

chief concern of the writer is with the futmure...

5. Still another chsaracteristic of the Apocalypse

is .found in certain literary properties which &are

always present to some extent, and ususlly are quite

prominent...the elauent of the mysterious...visions

and ﬁraans...'.l'h:l.s Apocalyptic gquality appears most
lainly (@) in the use of fantastic imagery...

fh) ‘in the frequent use of a mystifying syubolism.1l9

13, George J. Reid, .9_20 m.' P. 601,
14, bchﬂre:l.', op. clt..:
15. __'g. 0; !-’ Pe 6690




As the reader mey have surmised from the discussion

thus far, the apocalyptic elemcnt found its way into much

of the literature of the Jews., There were literary works
which consisted very prominently of this fector, and others
vwhioh had only a tinge, s0 to spesk, of the apocslyptic.
This sltuation leads us to the second preliuminary problem
that we must solve: lhat shall we, for the purposes of this
spauif@c essay, understend by the term "Jewish apocalyptic
literuture"?

As we investigate the subject, we find that there is
much difrerence of opinion as to what should be included in
thé term "Jewish apocalyptic literature.”

There are also differences of opinion in matters of
literary criticism, such as date of writing, authorship,
eto.

We feel that discussion of all these guestions would
be beyond the scope of thls paper. Although they would un=-
doubtedly aiford many delightful and challenging hours of
research, the task would thereby be expanded beyond that
ordinarily understood as comprehended in the writing of a
Bachelor of Divinity thesis.

Conssquently, in these details we are accepting the
conclusions of i,H.,Charles, the great English scholar in
this field of scholarshipe.

For our investigation we are taking the following

apocalyptic books:

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
§T. LOUIS, MO,

e ————————,——,——————




I Enoch

The Testunents of the Twelve Patriarchs
The Sibylline Oracles

11 Baruch

IV Ezra

The basis for our cholce was Iwo-fold. First, we

naturally desired to limit ourselves to Jewish apocelyptic

literature. Uith the exception of certain Chris tian
interpolations, the &bove books fall into that category.
Sgcondly, we wanted to deel with writings which held up
the idez of a coming llessiah. The Assumption of loses,
for exzmmple, although apocalyptie, doss not do this,1®

A word is in order regerding the detes when these
books wiere produced. I Inoch is the product of many authors,
and was in the process of formation from 170 B.C. to 64 B.C.17
Lhe Igstaments of the Ivwelve Patriarchs appeered between
109=106 B,C.18 The -‘Jiby;llim Oracles "are a compilation of
old and new oracles worked up by Jewish or Christian
authors who lived &t various times between c¢. 160 B.C. and
the 74fth century, or even later, A.D."® Dr., Charlss
characterizes 11 Baruch as a composite vwork and places it
in the latter half of the first century of the Christian
era.?0 Finally, IV Ezra, "in its present form...is a com-
pilation made by an Editor or Redactor (R), and was pub-
lished by him about the yeer A.D, 120, in the early part
of the reign of Hadrian."2l

13. Gharles. ODe _QJL-. Ds 412,
17. Ibid, pp. 170~171.

18, Ibide, p. 282.

19. Ibid., p. 568,

20, Ibid., p. 470.

el. Ibid-. Pe 542,

L




Inasmuch &8 some of this literature appeared after the
1life and ascension of our Lord, there is the possibility

that 1t was influenced by the Christian Church and its

teachings. e have not, however, atiempted to delve ianto

this problen.
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il. The Person of the kiessiah

Wle shall first delineate certein features of the llessiah
as a person, We shall scek to discover his charactseristics
as an individual, rémembering always that we are deeling with
limited sources: the above mentioned Jewish apocalyptic
books,

The first point to come under considerstion is that of
the liessiah's origin, By this we mean his heavenly or earthly
background, What and where was he before assuming the
liessianic office?

The apocalyptio writings give several answers to this
quostion. Auong them is that of the Messiah's heavenly pre—-
existence. That is, before his career on this-earth, he
elready existed in heaven.. In a note appended to 1 Enoch 48:2,
R.H.Charl es asserts, "The Parables /of the first book of Enoch/
assert the actual pre-existence of the Son of h!an."l I Enoch
48:3 expresses this thought in the follovi ng words:

Yea, before the sun end the signs were created,

Before the stars of the heaven were made,
His name was named before the Lord of Spirits,

l. Op. cit.y, DPs 216,




And Enoch 48:6:

4nd for this reason hath he been chosen and hidden

before Him,
Before the creation of the world =nd for evermore.,

This thought is not confined to the Book of Enooh,
however. The Sibylline Oracles also contaln it.
IFor there has come from the plains of heaven a
blessed man (15) with the sceptre in his hand shich
God has committed to his claspi..e
(5ib, Or, 5:414,415),.

In IV Ezra 1l2:32 we recd:
This is the liessieh wnom the HEost High hath kept
unto the end of the days, who shall spring from

ttﬁe seed of David, and shall cors and speé unto
m;.‘.

Charles maintains thet the underlined words imply the
liessiah's heavenly pre-existonce. 8
Hlowever, Dr, Charlses elso adds & word of warning. "This
heavenly 1;re—ex:!.stence," he says, "must be carefully dis-
tinguished from the carthly pre-existence which is attributed
in various forms to the earthly Messieh in Rabbinic liter-
ature, "° -
The next aspeect of the question of origin is that of
the liessiah's descent; that is, his ancestral background.
In his introduction to the Testaments of the Twelve Patri-
archs, Charles makes this statement:
In the original work the liessiah is to be descended
from Levi, and not from Judah--in other words he

is to be first of all priest, and then prophet and
king. There are many passages expressing this view:

2. Ib d. P. 614.
2. Thd.. b. els.
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Te Heub, vi. 7=12; T. Lev, viii. 14, xviii;

T. Jud. xxiv. 1-3; T. Dan v.1l0,11l; T. Jos. xix, 5=9,
/e have here the attestation of a most remerkeble
revolution in the Jewish expectations of the Messiah.
For some thirty or forty yeers the hope of a Messiah
fromn Judeh was abandomed in favour of a Messieh

from Levi, EBut with the breach of Hyrcanus vl th

the Pharisees this hope was abendoned, and so we
find thet in the first-century adaitions the hope

of a Messiah fram Judeh reappears (7. Jud. xxiv. 5-8;
T, Neph., ive 5 (?)).%

From the Testarents of the Twelve Patriarchs, in the

"Pgetament of Judah" (24:1) we cull this statement:

And after these things shall a ster arise to you
from Jacob in peaceseee

Wie quote from the "Testement of Reuben" 6:7-12 which,

according to Cherles' statement above, procleims that the

liessiah 1s to be Gescended from Levi:

7
8

)
10
11

For to Levi God gave the sovereignty / and to Judah
with him end to me slso,_and to Dan and Joseph, thet
we should be for rulers_] « Therefore I command you
to hearken to Levl, because he shall know the law
of the lord, and shall give ordinances for judgement
end shell sacrifice for ell lsresel until the o n-
sumzation of the times, as the anointed High Priest,
of whom the Lord spake., I adjure you by the Cod of
heaven to do truth ezch one unto his neighbour and
to entertuin love each one for his brother, And
draw ye near to Levli in humbleness of heart, that
ye may receive a blessing from his mouth, For he
shall bless Israsel and Judeh, because him hath the

12 Lord chosen to be king over all the nation., And

bow down before his seed, for on our behalfl it
will die in wars visible and invisible, and will
be among you an eternal king. ©

In the "Testament of Judah" 24:5,6, however, the Messiah

is pictured as coming from the tribe of Judah. The words of
Judeh to his children:

4, Ib;d. Pe 294,
5, Ibid, p. 3500, where Dr. Charles also says that the
bracketed words are & "foolish interpolation" a&nd do not belong

belong in

ths text,
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Then shall the sospire of my kingdom shine forth;
And from your root shall arise a stem;
And from it shall grow a rod of righteousness to
the Gentiles,
To judge and to save all that call upon the Lord.
Some sections, however, declare that "the salvation of
Israel is to come Trom Levi and Judeh :lm.m;il.y'."'6 For exemple,
we note "Testement of Judeh® 19:11 (according to Menuscript A):
"And do ye, nmy children, honour Levi and Judah, rfor Irom
them shall arise the salvation of lsreel." The "Testearent
of Haphtali™ concurs in this thought, at least in 8:1-3:
1l 4ind lo! mny children, 1 have shown unto you the
last times,; how everything shall come to pess in
2 Israel, DIo ye &l=o, therefore, charge your children
that they be united to lLevi and to Judahj;
ror through them shall salvation arise unto lsrael,
And in them shell Jscob Le blessed.
3 For through their tribes shall God appear / dwelling
among numfon earth,
To save the race of Isrszel,
ind to gather the righteous from amongst the Gentiles,
flegarding the reletive positions of the tribes of Levi
&né Judah in tle liessianic hope, sccording to the Testements
of the Twelve Patriarchs, Charles segys: "Only ".G. [ Testa-
ment of Cad_/ viii. 1 (corrupt) puts Judeh before Levi, and
only T. Jud. / Testement of Judeh_7 xxiv. 5-6 (firet century
B.C.) end T.K, / Tostement of Naphtali 7 viii. 2 (coxrupt)
derive the Hessiah from Judsh."? We note, therefore, that
the suthors of the Testements favored the tribe of Levi &s
the beerer of the future hiessiah.

Still enother view &s to the ranily‘oonneot:lons of the

6. 1lbid.
7« Ibl ey Po 534,
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liessiah is found in the theory that the reigning kaccabee
was he.
The Tostaments of the Tvelve Patriarchs were
written in Hebrew in the latter years of John liyr-
canus-=in all probability aeftecx his final victory
over the Syrisn power and before his breach with
the Pherisees--in other words, between 109 and 106.
Their zuthor was a Pharisee who combined loyslty
tc the best traditions of his party with the most
unbounded admirsticn of iHyrcsnus., The Maccabean
Qynaety had now resched the zenith of its pros-
perity, and in its reigning reprusentative, vho
alone in the history of Judalsm possessed the
triple olxices of propinet, priest, and kKing, the
Pharisaic party had come to recognize the actual
liessiah,"®
4n illustretion of this iz found in the'"Testament of
Heuben" section 6:7-12, quoted above., According to Charles,
this refers to John Hyrcenus, the lMaccabee. "John Hyrcanus,
who is izeant by our text, is to bless isrsel uand Judeh, verse
1l.||9
However, "with the failure of the iiaccebees, the liessianioc
promises were ugain attached to Judah instead of Levi...“lo
Finally, there is the theory that the ii¢ssiah is to come
from the liessisnic community. I.Enoch 90:37: "ind I saw
that a white bull wss born, with large norns, &nd ali the
beasts of the field end ell the birds of the air fesred him
and made petition to him &ll the time." Dr. Chand es adds the
following note: "a white bull. The kiessiah emerges from the

bosom of the community.“ll From his remaxks on page 184 of

8. Ibid., pe 232, in Dr. Charles' introduction to the
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs.
9. 1bid., D= <00.

10. Ibid.
il. Tﬁi‘., pe 260.
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the same volume, we learn that this refers to the Messianic

communi ty.

Just as there is confusion regarding the lisssiah’s
origin; so thera 1s also a difference of opinion &s to the
place from which Le shall be revealed to men, In 1II Baruch
29:5 we read: "And it shell come tTo pass when ell is
accomplished that was to come to pass in those parts, that
the liessiah shall then begln to be revealed.™ Dr. Charles
is of the opinion that this passage indicates the kessiah
will be revezled Irom hoaven, but he indicates that there
areo other sources vhich point to some plece on earth.‘-"a

Wie note noxt the titles applied to the lessiah,

First, there is "fnointed One.” 4n example is found
in I Enoch 48:10:

And on the dey of their afiliction there sheli. be
rest on the earth,
And before then they shall f'all and not rise again:
And there shall be no one to take them with his
hands and raise them:
For they have denied the Lora of Spirits and
lils Anointed.
The name of the Lord of Spirits be blessed.

Another instance is that of 1 Enoch 52:4:

And he said unto me: '2All these things which
thou hast seen shcll serve the dominion of His

Anointed that he may be potent and mighty on the
earth.

Charles conments on this title in his introductory

12, 1bid., p. 497,
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remarxks to I Bnoch:

This title, found repeatedly in earlier writings
but slways in reference to actuel ocontemporary
kings or priests, i1s now for the first time

"The first time" occured in I Enoch._/--see
x1lviii.lO; lii. 4--applied -to the ideal Messiznic
king that is to cone., It is associated here with
supernatursl attributes. A few ycars later in
another writing, the Psalms of Solomon (xvil.36;
xXviil.5,8), it possesses quite a different con-
notation. In those Psalms the liessiah, though
endowed vii th divine 'gifts, is a man and nothing
more, and springs from the housé of David, 19

The Messiah 1s also referred to as the "Righteous One."
I Znoch 48:2:

And when the Highteous One shall appear before the
eyes of the rightsousS;ecee

This title first appears in I Enoch as a ldessianic
desixnation, as mentioned above.l%
5till another name given him is "Righteous and Zlect
Une." 1n I Enoch 53:0 we note:
And after this the Righteous and flect One shall
cause the house oi' his congregation to appear:
henceforth they shall be no more hindered in the
name of the Loxd of Spiri ts.
liany passages describe him as the "Elecot One." For
a case in point, I Enoch 45: Sy4:
On thet day MNine Elect One shall sit on the throne
. of gloryeeeo
Then will I cause iiine Elect One to dwell among
them. ..
Other instances of the use of this particular title ere:
I Enoch 49:8,4, 51:5,13, 652:6,9, bb:4&, ©61:5,8,10, and

62:1.

13, Ibide, pe 135.
1o $RAge ;
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The liessiah is elso referred to as the "Son of Man,"
A passage in I Iknoch reads as follows:

2 And 1 asked the angel who went with me sznd showed
me all the hidden things, concerning that Son of
lian, who he was, and vwiience he was, (and) why he

S went with the Head of Days? And he answered and
said unto me:

This is the Son of lian who hath righteousness,

liith whom dwelleth righteousness,

And vho revealeth all the treasures of that which
is hidden,

Because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him,
4nd whose lot hath the pre—-eminence before the
Lord of Spirits in uprightness for ever.
4 And this Son of Man whom thou hast seen
Shall reise up the kings and the mighty from
thelir seats,
[And the strong from their thrones/

And shall loosen the reins of the strong,
And break the teeth of the sinners.,
(I Enoch 46:2,5,4)
A further instance of this designation is found in
1 Enoch 48:2:
&And at that hour that Son of ilan was named
In the presence of the Lord of Spirits,
And his name before the Head of Days.
Other cases of the use of "Son of Man": I Enoch 62:
D,7,9,14, 63:11l, 69:26,37,29, 70:1 and 71:14,1%7.
Finelly, the liessiah is called God's Son, First Enoch
105:2:
For 1 and iy Son will be united with them for ever
in the paths of uprightness in their lives; end
ye sheall have peace: rejoice, ye children of
uprightness. Amen,
In a note apponded to this verse, Charles informs us

that "the righteous are God's children, and pre-eminently so




the lessieh,” 19
Wile find this appellation for the liessiah used also in
IV Ezra:
And whosoever is delivered from the predicted
ovils, the same shall see my wonders, For
Son the liessiah shall be revealed...And it shell
be, after these yeuars, that my Son the liessiah
shall diG...
(IV Ezra 7:28,29)
Ilnstances of the same kind are also found in IV Ezra
15:52 and 14:9,
In the Sibylline Oracles we have a passage in vihich
the liessiah is called a "holy prince." This is not properly
@ title in the same sense that the previous deéignations
were, 1t is found in Book Ilil, line 49: "And a holy prince

shall come to wield the sceptire over all the world..."

From a survey of the titles applied to the liessiah, we
turn to a consideration of factors dealing more closely with
his personality.

As we do so, we notice first that there is at least
one  indication that the liessiah is to be sinless., 'In the
Testaments of the Twelve Petriarchs, the "Testament of
Judsh™ 24:1 mekes this statement:

And after these things shall a star arise to you
from Jacob in pesace,
And a men shall arise / from my seed_/, like the
A sun of righteousness,
Walking with the sons of men in meekness and

‘righteousness;
And no sin shell be found in him,.

15. Ibid., pe 277.




19

Perheps this same thought is implied in the words of
the "Testament of Levi" 18:9: "In his priesthood shell dn

cone to an end."
dnother attrivbute of the Messieh is brought out in

I Enoch 39:6a: "4nd in that place mine eyes saw the Elect
One of righteousness and faith...”™ 1In fact, his righteousness
is so evident that "righteousness shsll preveil in his days..."16

Another strong statement is that of 1 Enoch 46:3:

This is the Son of lian who hath righteousness,
With vhom dwelleth righteousness,
And who reveuleth ell the tressures of that which
is hidden,
Because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him,
£And whose lot hath the pre-eminence before the Lord
of Spirits in uprightmess for ever,

1 inoch 7l:14 roinforces this thought still further:

4nd he (i.0, the engel) came to me and greeted me
with His volce, and said unto me:
'This is the Son of lian who is boran unto rigzhteousness
4nd righteousness abides over him,
And the righteousness of the Head of Days forseakes
him not."'

ille elso has the r0le of peace maker, eccording to
i Enoch 71:15:

And he said to me:
*He proclaims unto thee peuce in the neme of the
world to comej
For from hence has proceeded peace since the
creation of the world,
And so shall it be unto thee for ever and for ever
apd ever.

The "Pestement of Judah” (24:1), quoted above, adds the

charecteristic of meekness: "Walking with the sons of xhen in

16. I Iknoch 39:86b,




meekness and righteousnessj..."
1 Enoch 49 points out in verses one and three that the
liessieh is a man of wisdom:

1l Jor wisdom is poured out like water,
And glory faileth not before him for evermore...

O And in him dwells the spirit of wisdom,
And the spirit which gives insight,
And the spirit of understending and of might...

The literature under our consideration slso describes
the powers and prerogutlives of the lMessiah, In fact, we
find that he is portrayed in a heroic role., I Enoch 46:4,5
proesents him in this light: |

4 And this Son of lian whom thou hast seen
Shall raise up the kings and the mighty from their
; seats
[ And the strong from their thromnes 7 :
And shall loosen the reins of the strong,
And breek the teeth of the sinners.

5 / And he shall put dowm the kings from their
thrones and kingdoms_/
Because they do not extol and praise Him,
Nor humbly acknowledge whence the kingdom was
bestowed upon them.

The overwhslming power of the Anointed One is definitely
indicated by the author of I Enoch 49:2,3,4:

2 For he ls mighty in all the secrets of righteousness,
And unrighteousness shall disappear as a shadow,
And have no continuance;
Because the Elect One stendeth before the Lord
of Spirits,
And his glory is for ever and ever, -
And his might unto all generations.

3 And in him dwells the spirit of wisdon,
And the spirit which gives insight,
And the spirit of understanding asnd of might,
And the spirit of those who have fallen zsleep
in righteousness.
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4 And he shall judge the secrst things,
And none shall be able to utter a :I.ying word be-

fore him;
For he is the Elect One before the Lord of Splr:l.ts

according to His good pleasure

The liessiah's might is also presented in -ﬁgurative

language.

in I Enoch 52, kingdoms of the world are repre-

sented by mountains of various nectals. They are pictured as

melting before the Elect One, thus expressing the thoughl‘f:

that they
1

2

G

will be subjugated to his authority.

And arter those days in that place where 1 had

seen &all the visions of that which 1s hidden--for

I had been carried off in & whirlwind and they

had borne me towards the west-=-There mine eyes

saw sll the secret: things of heaven that shall be,
e mountain of iron, and a mountain of copper, and

@ mountain of silver, and a mountasin of gold, and

a mountain ol soft metal, and a mountsin of lead.,
And I asked the sngel who went wlth me, saying,
'fhat things ere these which I have seen in secret??

4 And ho salid unto me: 'All these things which thou

(]

hast seen shall serve the dominion of His Anointed
that he may be potent end mighty on the earth.’
And that angel of peace answered, saying unto
me: '"Vait a little, and there shall be revealed
unto thee all the secret things which surround the
Lord of Spirits.
4And these mountains which thine eyes have seen,
The mountain of iron, and the mountain of copper,
and the mountain of silver,
And the mountain of gold, and. the mountain of
soft metal, and the mountain of lead,
411 these sheall be in the presence of theoIﬂ.aot
ne
As wax before the rire.
And like the water vhich streams down from above
upon those mountalns
And they shall becoms powerless before his raet.
And it shall come to pass in those days that none
shall be saved,
Either by gold or by silver, ,
And none be able to escape, .
And there shall be no iron for war,
Nor shall one clothe oneself with a breastplate.




Bronze shall be of no service,
And tin / shall be of no service and_/shell not

be esteemed,
And lead shall not be desired.
9 And all these things shall be / denied end 7
destroyed from the surface of the earth,
When the Elect One shall apgear before the face
of the Lord of Spirits.!?

In another passage of I Enoch the Son of God is
plctured as receiving the homage of all men. "And the kings
and the mighty end sll who possess the earth shall bless
and glorify and extol him who rules over all, who weas hidden. ul?

weveral sections of the Testuanents of the Twelve
Patrierchs indicate that the power of the Zlect One extends
even over Belier, the chief of evil spirits and ruler of '
this world. Jlor exumple, he gives the feithful povwer to
tread upon evil spirits, end is hinself above to bind this
Wicked one.

And Beller shaell be bound by hin,
Ané he shall give power to Eis children to tread
upon the evil spirits.
. ("Pestavent of Levi," 18:12)

A note attached to this verse by Dr, Charles explains
that "the ocaptivity™ = "disobedlent hearts"” emnslaved through
51n.18

A graphic declaration of the Righteous One's dominion
over the kings of the eerth is contained in 1V Ezra 12:352,33.
The third person plural pronoun in this passage refers to
earthly rulers in office at the time of liessiah's presence

in the world. This is it:

17, I Enoch 62:6.
18. Charles, op. cit., D 354,




32 This 1s the liessiah whom the MLiost High hath
kept unto the end of the days, who shall spring
from the se«d of David, and shall come and speak
unto them;

he shall reprove them for their ungodliness,

rebuke them for their unrightcousness,

reproach them to their faces with thelr treach-
eries.

S8 lor &t the first he shall set them alive for
judgement; and when he hath rebukeda them he shall
destroy theu. _

In this connection, Charles mainteins that "one of the
principal tasks of the lMessiah 1s to ovsrthrow hostile
wicked powers." 19

In view of the secming goenersl agreement regerding
the povier of the liessiah, one would not expect to find both
an active and a passive conception of him and his role.
Certaeinly the previous passsges have given the impression
that he was to be active and aggressive. iowever, in
Ii Beruch we find both views expressed. This is made
possible by the fact that the book is traced to severcl
diflerent sourcees having uiverse points of view, A;, one
of the manuscripts, gives him a passive role. ie does not
meke his sppearance until Isrcel's foes are vanquished and
the kingdom instituted. 20 .0on the other hend, in A2 anad
A® it is the Messiah that destroys the enemies of Israel
and establishes the kingdam."21 Vie quote II Baruoch 20:5
as representative of the passive portrayal: "and it shall

come to pass when all is accomplished that was to come to

19. AIb;d.’ pe. 614,
20, LIbldey Pe 475,
21l. Ibid.
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come to pess in those perts, that the Messieh shall then
begin to be revecled." I Inoch 90:37 also describes a
klessiah who has "no function and comes after the judgement.” 22
But 1n 11 Baruch 40:1 the Fleot One tukes en active
part:
The lust leader of that time will be left slive,
vlien the multitude of his hosts will be put to the
sword, and he will bo bounc, and they will tzke
him up to lount Zion, und ¥y liessiah will convict
him of ell kie impieties, and will gather and set
before him all the works of his hosts.
The Messiah of II Baruch &9:7 - 40:4, 72:4-6, and
IV Lzra 12:52 is a militent individual vho slays Israel's
enemies himself. The reference in 1l Baruch 72:4-6 is as
follovus:
4¢ LEvery nation, which knows not lsrael and has not
trodden down the seed of Jacob, shall indeed be
spared. 4And this because sorme out of every
nation shell be subjeccted to thy people. But

ell those who have ruled over you, or have known
Yyou, shell be given up to the sword.

G o

A further understending of the Messienic concept in
Jevish apocclyptic literature will probebly be gal ned if we
consider the immortisl companions of the Elect One. These
ere men who were supcosed to have been teken up into his
presence immecdiately; th:=t is, without the intervention of
death. They "were expected to return with the Hessiah in
order to inaugurate a period of felicity and salvation
(of. & Ezra vii. 28, xiil., 52)." 23

22, Ibid., pe 260.
25. 1bid., p. 576.




This léttor passage in IV Ezra refers to those individuals:
"And the men who have been tcken up, who have not tested
death from their birth, shell appear., Then shall the heart
of the inhebitents (of the world) be changed, and be con=-

verted to a different spirit."
bBnoch mentions his own translation into heaven.

And in those deys & whirlwind cerried me off from .
b the earth,
fnd set me down at the end of the hesvens,
(1 Epnoch &9: ﬂ).

In &9:6a,7a8,6b, he mentions being in the presence of
the Righteous Une himself:

6a £nd in that place mine eyes sew the Elect One of
righteousness ané of faith,
7e 4nd 1 sew his dwelling=-place under the wings of
the Lord of Spirits.
6b And righteousness shall preveil in his deys,
nnﬂ the righteous &nd elect shall be without
number before Him for ever and ever.

Enoch's Tinel transfer to the heavenly sphere is dee—
c¢ribed in I hnoéh 70:1-4. This represents his own narration
of the event, The change from the third person singuler
pronoun to the first person singuler is evidence of the
ineptness of the author, Thus:

1 And it came to pass after this that his name during
his lifetime wes raised sloft to that Son of Man
and to the lord of Spirits from amongst those who .

2 dwell on the scarth., 4And he was raised sloft on the
cheriots of the spirit and his name vanished among

- 3 them, £nd from that day 1 was no longer numbered
amongst them: and he set me between the two winds,
between the North and the Vest, where the angels
took the cords to measure for me the place for the

4 elect and righteous, ‘And there 1 saw the Tirst
fathers snd the righteous who from the beginning

- dwell in that place.
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In I bnoch 89:51,62, rfigurative languuge is used to
point out Elijah's inclusion in this select group. The
children of lsrael are plctured as sheep; Elijeh the one who
is taken up.

bl snd agein I saw those sheep that they again erred
and went many ways, snd forsook that their house,
end the Lord of the shoep called some from amongst
the sheep and sent thom to the sheep, but the sheep

52 begun to slay them. 4£&nd one of them was saved
eénd wes not slain, end it sped away and cried
eloud over the sheep; and they sought to slay it,
but the Lord of the sheep saved it from the sheep,
eid brought it up to me, and caused it to dwell
there.

Cherles polints out that I Enoch 95:8 elso refers to
Elijeh, he being"the man” who "shell ascend.” 24

8 iAnd after_that in the sixth week all who live in
it /i.e., the sixth week/ shall be blinded,
And the heerts of all of them shall godlessly
forscke wisdom.
And in it & man shall &scendj...

Vie must alseo include Beruch in this category. This is
clearly indicated in 1I Beruch 76:2, where the Lord is
represented as'speaking to him in these words: ",..thou
shelt surcly depart from this earth, nevertheless not unto
death, but thou shelt be preserved unto the consunmetion of
the times,"

Ezra, too, belongs among these men. The followiﬂs
statement wes addressed to him in 1V Ezra 14:9: "For thou

shalt be teken up from (emong) men, and henceforth thou shalt

24, p;d.. Pe 263, in a note to I Enoch 93:8, and
alao on p. 255, 1n a note to I Enoch 89:52.
e L 8 5
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remein wvith my Son, @d with such cs ere like thee, until

the tizes be ended,”

Finelly, we touch on the Rightcous One’s rolationship
to death. IZvery indication thus fer has been thet he would
not experience it. That wus pert of the genorel liessianic
ideal. Ilowever, in IV Ezra there appeerse a train of thousht
which contradicts this. Illere, one of the redactors weaves death
into the careexr of theo liessgiah and his companions.

29 And it shall be, after these years / The refsrence
is To a poricd of 400 yeurs during which the
ligseiah reigns on earth_/, thaet my Son the Lessieh
shall die, &nd gll in whom there is humen breath.

30 Then shaoll the world be turned into the primacval

silencec sceven days, like as at the first be-
ginnings; so thet no man is left. 25

25, 1V Ezra 7:29,30.




I1i. The LAdvent of the Hessich

Ve now turn to a discussion of the arrival on earth
of the iaointed One. This aspsct of the problem is con=
sidered uncer a two-fold divisicn: (1) Whet, if eny, were
supposed to be the signs or events signsling his spproeching
appearance? and (2) What was supposed to be the nature of
his actuzl arrival?

la a nocte connected with II Baruck 27-30, Cherles seys,
"ifter terrible tribulation over all the earth, imperiling
even the elect, & gloricus kingdom of joy end plenty was to
be established under the lMessieh, who af'terwerds was to re-
turn in glory tc heaven."

11 Baruch 237:1 - 29:3 purports to be the record of a
conversation between Beruch and Cod, in which ths "woes" .
preceding the coming of the Elect Ore are described.

27:1 And He enswered and ssid unto me: 'Into twelve
parts is that time divided, and each one of then
i=s reserved for that wvhich is appointed for it.
In the first paxrt there shall be the beginning of
conmotions. And in the second pert (there shall
be) sluying of the great ones., And in the third

part the fall of many by death, And in the fourth
part the sending of the sword., 4nd in the fifth

cOoObkaN

1. Op. cite, Do 436,
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28:1

pert femine eénd the withholding of rsin. 4nd

in the sixth part earthquakes and terrors.
[Wenting/ 4nd in the eighth part e multitude

of spectres and attacks of the Shedim. And in
the ninth part the fall of fire. 4nd in the tenth
part rapine and much oppression. 4nd in the
cleventh part wickedness end unchestity. 4nd in
the twellth part confusion from the mingling to-
gether of all those things aforesaid. For these
parts of that time are reserved, and shell be
mingled one vith another snd minister one %o
another., For some shall leave out some of their
own, and receive (in its steud) from others, and
comeé complete their own and that of others, so
that those may not understand who are upon the
earth in those days that this is the consummation
of the times.

'llevertheless, whosoever understandeth sasll then
be wise. JIor the measure and reckoning of that
time are two parts a week of seven weeks.' And

I answered and said: 'It is gzood for 2 man to
come and behold, but it is better that he should
not caue lest he fall. / But I will sey this also:
Wwill he who is incorruptible despise those thiugs
which are corruptible, and whatever befalls in the
case of those things which ars corruptible; =0
that he night look only to those things which are
not corruptible? But if, 0 Lord, those things
shall assuredly come to pass which Thou hast fore-
told to me, so do Thou show this also unto me if
indeed 1 have found grece in Thy sight. Is it in
one place or in one of the parts of the earth that
those things ars come to pass, or will the whole
garth experience (them)??

And iie answered aad seid unto me: *!Whatever will
then befall (will befall) the whole carth; there=-
fore ell whe live will experience (them). For at
thet time I will protsct only those who are found
in those self=-same days in this land., And it shall
come to pass when all is accomplished that was to
come to pass in those parts, that the Messiah shall
then begin to be revealed.

1I Baruch 53 - 74 treats extensively of the lessish; in

fact, it 1s called a "Messiah Apocelypse.” It consists of a

vision followed by an interpretation. In this section "the




warlike character of the lessigh...is noteworthy." £
First we teke notice of Baruch's vision. It is as

follows:

53: 1 And vhen 1 had said these things I fell asleep
there, and I saw a vision, and lo! a cloud was
ascending from a very great sea, and I kept
gazing upon it, and lol! it was full of waters
white and black, and there were many colours in
those self-seme waters, and as it were the like=-
ness of great lightning was scen at its sunmit,

2 And I saw the cloud passing swiftly in quick
S courses, and it covered all the earth. 4nd it
came to pass after these things that that cloud
began to pour upon the earth the waters that were
4 in it, And I saw that there was not one and
the same likeness in the waters which descended
S from it. For in the first beginning they were
black and many for a time, and afterwards 1
saw that the wators became bright, but they
were not many, and after these things agein 1
saw black (waters), and after these things again
6 bright, and again black and agaein bright. Now
this was done twelve times, but the bleck were
¥ always more numerous than the bright. And it
came to pass at the end of the cloud, that lol
it rained black waters, and they were darker than
had been all those waters that were before, and
fire was mingled with them, and where those
watersdescended, they wrought devastation and
8 destruction, And after these things 1 saw how
that lightning vhich I had seen on the summit
of the oloud, seized hold of it and hurled it
9 to the earth. Now that lightning shone exceedingly,
s0 as to illuminate the whole earth, and it healsd
those regions vhere the last waters had descended
10 and wrought devastation. 4nd it took hold of
11 the whole earth, and had dominion over it. And
I saw after these things, and lo! twelve rivers
were ascending from the sea, and they began to
surround that lightning and to become subject to
12 it. And by reason of my fear I awoke.

Baruch then prays that God explain this vision to him,
The Lord is represented as responding by sending an angél to
declare the meaning of that which Baruch had witnessed.

2. Ib!d., P« 510.




He is told that the black and vhite waters symbolize
the history of the world from Adam to the advent of the
liessiah, The angel recounts to Baruch the long course of
events irom Adem to lioses and Asron; to the period of the
Judges; to David and Solomon; to Jeroboem and Jezebel; to
the Assyrien captivity; \to Hezekiah end lMenasseh; to the
destruction of J‘erusalemé end finaily to the caming of the
liessiah =nd the establishment of his kingdom,

"The lightnling on the cloud symbolizes the lessiah,” S
The bleok waters in verse seven represent the travail pains
conneoted with the advent of the Kleot One, ¢

Paragraphs 69 and 70 are given over to the interpre-
tation of thls specific part / i.e. the advent_/ of the
vision., 7The angel speaks to Baruch in this wise:

69:1 *For the last waters whiech thou hast seen shich
were darker than &ll that were before them, those
which were after the twelfth number, which were
collected together, belong to the whole world.

2 For the kiost High made division from the be-
ginning, because lie alone knows what will be-

fall. Jor as to the enormities and the im-

pieties which should be wrought before Him, He

4 foresaw six kinds of them. And of the good

works of the righteous which should be ac-
complished before Him, He foresaw six kinds of
them, beyond those which lie should work at the

5 consummation of the ags., On his account there

were not black waters with black, nor bright
with bright: for it is the consummation.

er

1 *Hear therefore the interpretation of the last

70
black weters which are to come / after the black_7:

J. lbid.
4, Ibid.




2 this is the word, Behold! the days come, and it
shall be when the time of the age has ripened,
And the harvest of its evil and good seeds has come,
That the Mighty One will bring upon the earth
end its inhabitants and upon its rulers
Perturbation of spirit and stupor of heart.

S 4nd they shall hate one another,
ind provoke one another to fight,
And the mean shall rule over the honourable,
And those of low degree shall be extolled above
the famous,

And the many shall bs dellivered into the hands

[

of the few,
And those who were nothing shall rule over the
strong
And the poor shall have abundsnce beyond the'
rich.

And the impious shall exalt themselves above
the heroic,

o And the wise shall be silent,
And the foolish shell speak,
Neither shall the thought of men bs then con=- -
firmed,
Noxr the counsel of the mighty,
Nor shell the hope of those who hope be con-
Firped.

6 And when those things which were predicted
have come to pess,
Then shall coniusion fall upon all men,
And some of them shell fall in battle,
And some of them shall perish in anguish,

7 And some of them shall be destroyed by their
own, Then the Host_ High will reveal those
peoples whom le hes prepered before,

4nd they sheall cane and make war with the
leaders that shall then be left.

8 And it shell came to pass that whosoever gets
safe out of the war shall de in the earthquake,
And whosoever gets sefe out of the earthquake
shall be burned by the fire,
And vhosoever gets safe out of the fire shall
be destroyed by famine,

9 [ And it shall come to pass that whosoever of




the victors and the vanquished gets safe out of
end esoaepes all these things aforesaid will be
delivered into the hends of iy servant liessiah
10 For ell the earth shall devour its inhabitents,-

IV Ezra aleo contains a section which is very rich in

liessianic material, Irom 4:51 to 5:13 we find a description

of the social and physical tumults preceding the End, and the

advent of the liessiah. Ezra is represcnted in a conver-
sation with
4¢: 51

(7]

5]

2

n

the lLord:

Then I mede supplicaetion, and said: Thinkest
thou that 1 shall live until those days? ¥ho
shell be (live) in those days?

He answered me, and said: As for the signs
concerning vhioch thou _askest me, I may tell thee
of them in part; but_/ concerning thy life 1
have not been sent to speak to thee, nor have

I any knowledge ( thereof).

Concerning the s gns, however:
Behold, the dgys came when the inhabltants
of earth shall be seized with great panic,
And the way of truth shall be hidden,
and the land be barren of faith.
4And inigquity shall be increased above that which
thou thyself now secst or that thou hast heard

3 of long ago. And the land that thou seest

now to beer rule shall be a pathless waste; and
men shall see it forseken: if the ifost High
gr=nt thee to live, thou shalt see it after the
third (period) in confusion.
Then shall the sun suddenly shine forth by night
end the moon by day:
And blood shall trickle forth from wood,
eand the stone utter its voice:
The peoples shall be in conmotion
the outgoings (?) (of the stara’ shall change.
And one vhom the dwellers upon earth do not
look for shall wield sovereignty, and the birds
shell teke to general flight,
eand the sea shell cast forth its fish.
And one whom the many do not know will mske his
voice heard by night; and all shall hear his
voice.




8 And the eorth o'er wide regions shall open,
and fire burst forth for a long period:
The wild beasts shall desert their heunts, end womn
beer monsters. .
9 Salt waters shall be found in the sweet; friends
shall attack one another suddenly.
10 Then shall intelligence hide itself,
and wvisdom withdraw to its chamber=-
by many shall be sought and not found,

11l 4And unrighteousmness and incontinency shell. be mul-
tiplied upon the carth. One land shall elso ask
another and sgy: Is Rightoousness--that doeth the
11“;.1. ght--passed through thee? And it shall eanswer,

O.
12 And it shall be
In that time men shall hope and not obtain,
shall labour and not prosper,

1S Such are the signs I am permitted to tell thee;
but if thou wilt proy again, and weep &s now,
and fast seven days, thou shalt hear agaln greater
things than these.

Verses 21-24 of 1V Lzra ¢ also contain a féw rcpmarks
rggurding the so-called liezsianic woes:

2l (4And cne~year-old children shall speuk with their
voices; pregnent women shell bring forth untimely
births at three or four months, and these shall

22 live and dance, And suddonly shall the sown
places appear unsown, and the full storehousses

23 shall suddenly be found empty;) 4And the trumpet
shall sound aloud, at which all men, when they
hear it, shell be strumk with sudden fear.,

24 And at that time / friends shall wer ageinst
friends like enauies /, the earth shall be
stricken with fesr together with the dwellers

thereon _/, and the springs of the fountalns shall
stand still so that for three hours they shall
not Iuile

Another piece is added to the picture by the following:

9:3 When in the world there shall sppear
quakings of places,
tumult of peoples,
schemings of nations,
confusion of leaders,
.disquietude of princes,
9:4 then shalt thou understand that it is of these
things the liost High has spoken since the days



that wore aforetime from the beginning. O
In coancoetion with the Eagle Vision (IV Ezra 10:60 to
12:%a) we learn that the period preceding the Messiah's
coming is to be one of "uproar.” ©
Agcording to Charles, verses 29-32 of 1V Ezra 13 were
inserted into the original manusoript by a later d:l.tor."
In spite of this, they £fit well into our present analysis.:
29 / Bohold, the days ocome when the Most High is
about to deliver than that are upon earth.
<0 snd there shall come astonishment of mind upon
~ the dwellers on earth: snd they shall plsn’to
&l var one agoainst another, city against city,
place against place, people against people,
2 and kingdom against kingdom. 4#£nd it shall be
when these things shall come to pass, and the
signs shall happen whioh I showed thee before,

then sholl my Son be revealed whom thou didst
see as a lMan ascending,.

e turn next to those passages dealing more directly
with the Llect One's actusl arrivel on earth,

In this connection, tkhe Sibylline Oracles-give us our
Tirst clue: "inéd then from the sunrise God shall send a
king.” 8 According to Charles, "from the sunrise™ mey
mean either "from the East" or "Ifrom heaven.” 9

The visions :I.ﬁ 1V Ezra desoribe his arrivel in various
figurative ways. FIor example, in the Eaé:l.e Vision he comes,

"as it were & lion, roused out of the wood, roaringjee.” 10

S5« IV LEzra 9:3,%.

6, IV Ezra 12:3&.1

7« O P 618,

8. ﬁiyﬂ%ﬁ% Oracles 5:652.
9. Op. cit., DPe N0,
10, IV Ezra 11:37.



Agcording to tkhke Sixth, or Son of Kan, Vision, the Elect One

must battle his way into power,

The wind briangs up from the midst of the sea the
figure of a lian, who flies vith the clouds of
heaven., Lverything trembles at his look; whoever
hears his voice is consumed with fire., From the
four gquertsrs of the world a multitude of men
prosently guther to wage war against him, He
carves oubt--vhence, it is not stated--an iimmense
rock, which he mounts and from which he annihi-
lates the hostile host with a stream of fire and
tempest which proceeds out of his mouth, 11

11:. Charle s, Op. m-. Pe 616,




IV, The Vork of the liessish

After investigating the person eand advent of the
liessiah, we now give our attention to matters having to do
with his ocarecr on :‘_earth.

One of th_e nost important of his functions was con-
sidered to be the final judgment of men. References to this
activity of the Liessiah are numerous in the apocelyptic
books,

In I Imoch 41:9, the Elect One is declared to have been
appointed by God as a judge over &ll men: "For no angel
hinders ar;d no powor is aile to hinder; for ille appoints a
judge for then 8ll and He judges them ell belfore Him."

The Day of Judgment is ¢lso pictured in I Enoch 45:3:

On that day liins Elect One shall sit on the throne

‘ of glory
Ané shell try their vorks,
And thelr places of rest shall be innumereble.

According to certuin passeges in I Enoch, the'neme of
ﬂie leadez; of the evil aﬁgo:l.s is Azazel. The Righteous One's
all-inclusive power in judgment is indicated by I Enooch 60:4,
where even that sugust individual and all his cohorts must

submit: _



Ye nighty kings who dwell on the earth, ye shall
have to behold Iine Eleot One, how he sits on the
throne of glory and judges Azazel, and all his
assoclates, and €ll his hosts in the name of the
Lord of Epirits.

Paragreph 62 of I Encoch gives us a dramatic description
of this work of the Holy Omne. Thus:

62: 1 And tlwe the Lord commended the kings end the
mighty snd the exalted, and those who dwell on
ithe earth, end seid:

*Open your eyes and 1lift up your horns if ye are
able 1o recognize the Eleet One.?
2 And the Lord of Spirits seated him on the throne
of His glory,
And the spirit of righteousness was poured out
upon him,
And the word of his mouth slays all the sinnsrs,
And ell the unrighteous are destroyed from
before his face.
S &4nd theore shall stand up in that day all the
kingas and the mighty,
£nd the exalted and those who hold the searth,
And toey shell see and recognize
How he sits on the throne of his glory,
4And righteoummess is judged before him,
4nd no lying word is spoken before him.

4 Then shall pain come upon them as on a woman in
travail,
And she has pain in bringing forth
ihen her child enters the mouth of the wamb,
4And she has pain in bringlng forth.

5 And one portion of them shall look on the other,
And they shall be terrified,
And they shaell be downocast of countenance,
And pain shall selze them,
When they sse that Son of ilan
Sitting on the throne of his glory.

6 And the kings and the mighty and all vho possess
the earth shsll bless and glorify and extol him
who rules over all, who was hidden,

7 For from the beglnning the Son of ifan was hidden,
And the kost High preserved him in the presence

of His might,
And revealed him to the elect.
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And the congregation of the elect and holy shall
be sowm 3

And all the oleot shall stand before him on that
day,

4nd all the kings and the mighty and the exsl ted
and those who rule the earth

Shall fall down before him on thelr faces,

And vorshlip and set their hope upon that Son of

Man
And petition him and supplicate for mercy at g
his hands,
Nevertheless that Lord of Spirits will so press
them

That they shall hastlily go forth from His presence,

And their faces shall be filled with shame,
And the darkness grow deeper on their faces,

And He will deliver them to the angels for
punishment,
To execute vengeence on them because they have
oppressed His chiléren and His elect
And they shall be a spectacle for the righteous
and for His elcct:
They shall rejoice over them,
Because the wrath of the Lord of Spirits
resteth upon them,
Anrd His gword is drunk with their blood.

And the righteous and elect shall be saved on
that day,
And they shall never thenceforward see the face
of the sinners and unrighteous.

And the Lord of Spirits will abide over them,
And with thet Son of lian shall they eat
And lie dovwn and rise up for ever and ever.

And the righteous and elect shell have risen
from the earth,
And ceased to be of downcast countenance,

And they shall have been clothed with garments
' of glory,
And these shall be the garments of life from
the Lo:l.'d of Spirits:
And your garments shall not grow old
Hor your glory pass away before the f.ord of
Spirits.
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The elecnent of jJjudgment is not missing in the other
apocalyptic books. Sibylline Orascles 3:652-855 describes
a process which, altihough not cealled by the name, is an act
of judging. Thus:

(652)4nd then from the sunrise God shall send a
king, (53) who shall give every land rd ief from
the bane of war: (54) some he shall slay and to
others he shall conseorate faithful vows. (55) Har
shall he do all thesc things by his own will,

(55) but in obedience to the good ordinances of
the mighty God.

In Sibylline Oracles 5:419 we learn that the liessiah
"burnt up the families of the men \fhn before wrought evile..."

The explenation of the "Vision of the Cloud with Black
and Vhite Waters”™ (IXI Baruch 53) contains this statement:

1l 'Hear now also ragsrding the bright lightning

vhich is to coms at the consummation after these
2 black (waters): this is the word., After the
sizns have come, of which thou wast told before,
when the nations become turbulent, and the time of
Uy liesziah is come, he shall both summon all the
nations, and soms of them he shall spare, and some
of them he shall slay. These things therefore
shall come unon the nations which are to be
spared by Him, Every nation, which knows not
Isrzel and has not trodden down the seed of Jacob,
shell indeed be spared. And this because some out
of every nation shall be subjected to thy people.
But a1l those who have ruled over you, or have
known you, shall be given up to the sword.

oo

(4]

Regarding the chronological position of the judgment,
1 Enooh 91:15 places it at the close of the Messianic kingdom.2
On the other hand, Dr. Charles believes that a phrase ( "the
day of suffering and tribulation®”) in I Enoch 45:3 refers,

le 11 Baruch 72:1-6,
2, Charles, op. Sit.y P« 263.



from all defilcment, and from ell sin, and from all
punishment, end from ell torment, end I will never
again send (them) upon it from generation to generation
and for ever.

11l:1 And in those dsys I will open the store chambers of

; blessing vwhich are in the heaven, so as to send
then dowin upon the ezrth over the work and labour

2 of the children of men, And truth and peace shall

be associated together throughout all the days of the
wrld and throughout all the generations of men,

Judah, in his testament to his sons, holds forth to
them a future like this:

S And ye shall be the people of the Lord, snd have
’ ‘ one tongue;
And there shall be there no spirit of deceit of
Beliar,
For he shall be cast into the fire for ever.
4 ind they who have died in grief shall arise in joy,
And they vho were poor for the Lord's sake shall
be made rich,
And they vho were put to death for the Lord's sake
shall awske to life.
5 And the harts of Jacob shell run in joyfulness,
And the eagles of Israel shall ' fly in gladness;
And all the people shall glorify the Lord for ever. S

The Sibylline Oracles add the thought that the citizens
of the lkiessianic kingdom are to 15.va in peeace. 9 1In addition,
they are to"return to the primitive righteousness of Eden;"
declares Charles in his interpretation of I Lnoch 90:Z8. 50
These conditions increase the life-span or.the kingdom®'s"
¢l tizens, slthough there seems to be some disagreement on this
point. "The life 61‘ a menmber of the liessianic kingdom is eternal
in xxzxvii-lxx /of I Enoch 7; in i-xxxvi / of I Enoch 7 it is

limited in duration, / I Enooch 7 v.9, x.17, xxv. 6, in the

8. Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, "Testament of
Judeh,”™ 25:3=5. :

9. H.C.0.Lanchester, "The Sibylline Oracles,” in Charles,
op. oit., p. 375. He refers the resder to Sib. Or. 3:702ff.

10. Charles, op. cit., p. 260,
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Dream Visions, lxxxiii-lxxxix, its duration is uncertain.” i1
Then there is the remark of I Ehoch 10:17:

£nd then shall all the righteous sescape, :
And shall live till they beget,k thousands of children,.

Life in the Messianic kingdom is to be idyllic, For
one thing, peace is to prevail,

(702) Then again all the sons of the great God
(703) shall live quietly around the temple, re-
joicing in those gifts {704) which lle shall give,
who is the Creator, and sovereign righteous Judge.
(705) For He by Himself shall shield them, stan-
ding beside them alone in His might, (706) en-
circli them, as it were, with a wall of flaming
fire. nf?O?) Free from war shall they be in d ty
and country. (708) For they shall not fesl the
touch of horrid war, for the Eternal shall be
(709) Himself their champilon, and the hand of the
Holy One, 12 .

The factor of peace is also mentioned in Sibylline
Oracles 3:753, 755=757.

4 wonderful transformation of nature is predicted in
Sibylline Oracles 3:744-750, and 754:

(744) For Earth the universel mother shall give to
mortals her best (745) fruit in countless store, of
corn, wine end oil. (746) Yea, from heaven shall
cone & sweet draught of luscious honey, (747).the
trees shall yield their proper fruits, and rich
flocks, (748) and kine and lembs of sheep and
kids of goats. (749) He will cause sweet fountsins
. of vhite milk to burst forth. (750) And the cities
shall be full of good things and the fields rich...
(754) no famine nor hail to work havoc on the crops.

The joys of life in the liessianic kingdom are further
indicated in Sibylline Oracles 3:772=795:

(72) And from every land they sheall bring frankin-
cense and gifts to the house (73) of the great God:

1l. Ibid., pe 209,
12, ‘Sibylline Oracles 3:702-709.
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and there shall be no other (74) house for men
even in future generations to know (75) but only
thet which Ilie has glven to felthful men to honour.
(76) ¥oxr mortels oall that slone (the house) of the
great God., (77) 4nd ell the paths of the plain
and the sheer benks, (78) and the lofty mounteins
and the wild sea wa