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CHAPTER I
INDIANS ARD MISSIONARIES

Two ideas have prevailed as to the way of making "good
Indians." The first was the bslief of such men as Andrew . |
Jackson, who sald that "the only good Indian is a dead oneﬁ“ /4j’
and whe, therefore, sought to carry out this mission by ‘
evicting the Indians from thelr hunting grounds or by exter-
minating them in their villages. Thus, frem the Spanish con-
quest and rule with 1ts massacres of thousands of iIndlans in
Mexlco to Peru, to the slaughter of 98 disarmed warriors and
two hundred women and children on December 29, 1890, at
Wounded Knee, this special breed of white men sought to im-
pregs upon the Indian mind that he had come to rule and that
the Indian must either obey or die.l The other ldea sought :
to make the Indian *good® by traneforming him into s civiidzed '
cresture and christianizing him by the proclamation of the
Gospel. Motivated by a sentimental romanticism or by human-
lstic vhilanthropy or by a conviction of the Gospel message, k

‘men and orgenizations labored to save the Indian from himself

and hls enemles and tc incorporate him inte the new American

society of the free. The history of the American Indian 1s

1jonn Colller, Indlans of the Americas: The Long Hopoe
{#ew York: The New American Library of World Literature,
Inc., 19L8), o, 1lko,
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the story of these two classes of men competing with each
'?either for the 1ife of the Indlan; to make the Indian "good"
by the bullet or the Book.

Roman Cathclicism had been actively seeking to convert
the Indians to the Roman faith before the arrival of the
first Znglish colonlsts on the Atlantic seaboerd. This mis-
sionary Iinterest came with the arrival of the Dominicans to
Haitli and Cuba in 1510 and expanded to Latin and South Amsr-
ica under the Spanish flag.z Gutstanding among the wmisslion-
aries in New Spein was Bartolomé de Las Casas, who labored to
safeguard the rights of the Indians urging the Spanish Crown
to forblid the entry to the continental America of any secular
adventurer, of sny mercenary or soldier, or of any misslonary
seeking to proselytlze through over persguasion or force.3

tut the followers of Las Casa falled to heed his admonitions
and gubstituted "flat leadershlp for native leadership, fiat
forms for natlive forms, fliat motivation for native motiva-

tlon - they subatituted, in fact, a Tiat soclety Tor a native .
society."u ?

F'rench Roman Catholics slsc endeavored to convert the

American Indian to the panal failth. The earliest contact be-

2'cs’illin.m Christle “acleod, The Aumerican Indian Frontier

(London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co, LTD. and New
Xork: Alfred A. Knopf, 1928), p. 101.

J¢cllier, op. oit., 5. 75.

bipid., p. 77.




3
tween the French,and the Indiane appears to have occurred in
the early sixteenth century when French fishermen began to
visit the shores of Newfoundland, In the expeditiong of
1534-36, Jacques Cartier is sald to have made the sign of
the crosg over some gick Indians telling them of the pagsicn
of Ghriat.5 Though civil wars in Irance orevented further
expansgien in the new world for some time, these efforts were
resumed with the establighment of a settlement at Port Royal
near the sresent Annapolis in Uova Scotia. HMission work
among the natives was begun in 1611 when two Jesuits, Biard
and Yasse, arrived in Port Roya]..6 At first the Recollests
and later the Jesults continued and expanded Roman Catholic
misslong, exploring and establishing missicn stations. By
1674 the Jesuite had missions among the Ottawas at Sault 3te.
/marie, at Creen Bay in ¥Yisconsin, at Cheguamegon on the
southwest shore of Lake Superior and at 8t. Ignace in Hich-
igan.7 Due to the missionary exolorations of Father Jacques
Harquette, missions were soon begun in Illinols. Neverthe-
lesg, the gtory of mlssions of the French prissts in Horth

Americae 1s one of hercism and migfortune more than of accom-

5Kenneth Scott Latourette, "Three Centurles of Advance
A.D. 1500-A,D, 1800," A History of the Expansion of Chrig-

tianity (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1544), I1I,

171,
6114,

?Ibid., ». 180.

saars e
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plishment. Evaluating the mlssion work done by these French
priests, Latourette is forced to conclude: '

French rule on the North American Continent was much
more brief than that of Spain or England. The Indlan
population was scanty, not easily reduced to an ordered
life, and dwindled through war, disease and alcohol.
Miselons among the Indians, although thelr annals are
marked by herolsm and martyrdoms, had sparce results in
the form of centinuing Christian communitles. . . .
Christianlty was forced to face intertribal wars, ac-
centuated by the use of the white man's fire-arms, and
the demoralization of the lndlans by the white man's
dlgeases and liquor -- to which the red man was un-
usually suscepntible. Chrlistianity, through the mis-
sionariles, helped to mitigete the asperities of war by
inducing Christian Indlans to forego some of the tor-
ture appllied tradltionally te captive foes. 1t also
fought the use of ligquor and the sale of liquor by whifte
traders. That some remnants of Indians survived the im-
nact of the European and pergisted, often falrly hapoily,
in the new soclety, was due in go small degree to the
misslionary and to Christianity.

The Protestantis who had begun to colcnize the Atlantilc
seaboard, no lessa than thelr Roman Catholic precursors, la-
bored %o win the Indiane to the Gospel, carryilng on missionary
efforts to the back country of the English colonies. Exhorted
by the Heverend Alexander Whitaker, "Apostle to Virginia,”
the coloniste of Virginia and the people of England were en-
couraged te furnish money and send men “who may venture their
nersons hither, and here not only serve God but helpe these

noore Indiane.“9 Moved by his pleas, as well as the visit of

81pid., po. 184-5.

7William Varren Sweet The Story ig s &ﬂg%&ga
(HaﬁsIork and lLondon: Haréer & Brotherg Publishers, 1930),
P. . :
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rocahontas, the firet Indian convert won to Christianity

through the influence of Vhitsker, some [ifteen hundred
pounds was subscribed through several English bishoprlics for
an Indian college at Henreco.lO But this early interest in
the Christianlization and education of the Indlans in Virginias
was destroyed by the great Indlan massacre of 1622.11

Like theilr southern neighbors, the people of New England
alsco endeavored to Christianize the Indizns: John Ellot,
called the Apostle to the Indlans, nreached his first sermon
in the Indian language in 16L& four miles fron ?oxburw.lz |
fila arduous and sacriflicial labors were not in vain, for in
1651 Eliot organized the first Protestant Indlan Church in
America at Hatlck after the manner of the Congregational
churches. In September, 1661, he published the Hew Testament
in the Indian language and three years later the 01d Testanment
wag added, ao that the aborliglines now possssgsed the whole
Bible as well as & catechlsm and the Psalms of David in meter

in their own tongua.13 The same yezr that £lliot began his

N A 2

work among the Indlans of Massachusetts, a slmilar work was

101m14., p. b9.
111p14., p. 226.
127v34., p. 227.

13Pdward Payson Jchnson, "Early Misslonary Work among
the Horth American Indians," Panera of the Aumerican Soclety
of Church History, edited by Willlam ¢alker Rockwell (New

Yerk zpd Londor: &, 7, Putnar's Sons, 1912), Seccnd zeries,
TIqE 07
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begun by Thomas Mayhew among the Indlans on the island of
Martha'a Vlneyard.lu After his death in 1657, the mission
work was continued by John Mayhew and later by hls son, Ex-
perience Mayhew, who gerved five or sgix Indlan congrega-—
tions. 7 MNor were the eerly Swedish Lutheran cclonists re-
misas in ministering to thelr red neighbors. John Campanlus
labored among the Indlans in Delaware translating Luther's
8mall Catechiem into the Indian 1anguage.16

King Philip's Ver (1675-1676) ended the first phase of
New England Indian missions. It was the new humanitarianism
arising out of the great colonial revivals that initiated the

second phase of Protestant indlan misslons.l7 A mission was

established %o the Housatonic Indians in 173& by John Sargeant,

who wes later succeeded by Jonathan Edwards, who served the
Indians in e rew settlement celled Stcckbridge. ® David
Bralnerd, Edward's prosvective son-in-law, preached among the
Indiang in New Jersey, New York, end Connectlcut until his un-

timely death at the age of twenty-nine.1l? With the inde-

1“Sweet, oo. clt., p. 230.

151pad., p. 231
l6Abd_e1 Ross Wentz, The Lutheran Church in American Hlg-

tory, Second Edition (Philedelphis: Ths Uni United Lutheran Pub-
lication House, 1933), ». 42,

175weet, op. clt., p. 232.
18114,

lgThomas C. Moffett, The American Indian on the N W
Trail (New York: Mlssionary Education Movement of the Unlted

States and Canada, 1914), p. 69.




?
pendence of the Thirteen Colonles, the Unlited States govern-
ment determined to assisgt the missionariece in their efforts
to civilize the Indlans reallzing the luwportance that re-
ligion must have 1n any such endeavors, /%hus, Washington's
Secretary of Yar recommended to Congrese in 178¢ that sls-
gionaries ehould be employed and supported in reorienting
the Indian in hils economlc, social, politiezl, and religlous
liTe. Thus, he suggested that:

¥leslonaries of excellent character should be sppointed

to reslide in thelr nation, who should be well supplied

with 811 the implements of husbandry, and the necessary
getock for a farm. . . . These men . . . should in no
degree e concerned in trade, or the purchase of land,
to rouse the Jjeslousy of the Indians. They should be
thelr friends and fathers.z?/}

The Yar of 1812 had temporarily intervened with the In-
dian program inltiated by the government and executed by the
wissionzrles and thelr denominations. {However, with the
passing of the Civilization Act of 1819, new impetus was given
to missionary activity, which continued until the removsl
nelicy of the thirties caused 1ts decline. The Act appro-
priated an annual sum of ten thousand dollars for the civ-
ilization of the tribes adjacent to the frontier settlements
and authorized the President of the United States to appoint

suitable persong to teach the Indians and to instruct them

in agriculture. Though nothing was sald in the Act concern-

20y1111am Yarren Sweet Religion in the Develonment of

Amerlgan Culture 1763-1840 {Hew York: Charies Seribner's

Sons, 19527, p. 281" pRIT7] AFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
8T. LOUIS, NO.




8
ing the teaching of religion, since the Bill of Ripghts for-
bade Congress to pass rellgious lows, 1t was, nevertheless,
understood that these sopointees were to teach religlon %o
the Indians.?l)

Humerous misslonary sccileties organized at the close of
the eighteenth century =nd st the beginning of the nlinsteenth
century rivaled with one ancother in attempting to ccnquer the
Indian soul, Most of them had as one of thelr objectives the
conversion of the heathen Indlan to Christisnity asnd the con-
auedt of frontler paganism. One of the leaders in the mis-
slonary revival was the Amerlcan Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Miszsions. In 1830 the American Board was supporting
Indlan missions to the Cherckees on the Tennessee and Arkan-
sas, the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Osage mission on the Neosho, the
Usage mission on the Missouri, a mission at Green Bay, at
Mackinaw, at Maumee, and mission work among the New York In-
dians and the Indians in the Horthwest.?? Denominational mis-
slonary soclieties worked with the American Board or alone
penetrating the frontier in search of new ccnverts and though
the removal policy of the government in the thirties and

forties greatly hindered and dlsrupted the missionary program,

2luverett Dick, The Story __r_m Frontier: ﬁ__g;g;_m—
tory of the Northern Plains and Rockx Yountains from the Ear-

liest :hitg Contacts to the Comln of the Homegakgz (Hew York:
Tudor fubllshing Comnany, 1941), p. 123.

zzﬁweet, The #tory of Helislons in America, ». 360.

oaldiis L
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9
work continued. In 1823 the Methodists opened a mission for
the Potawatomles on the Fox Piver in northern Illinols while
misgions tc the New York tribes were instituted in 1829 and
1830.23 The Ohio Conference of the Methodist Eniscopal Church

appropriated 52,500 in 1832 to cover the expenses of estab-

" lishing missions among the Chippewa Indlans at Ureen Bay and

elgewhere in the lichigan Territory snd in 1833 the work was
begun by the Reverend John Clark.2?” Hicsionaries reached out
to the Far ¥Vest when the Methodists sent Jeson Lee with a als-
sionary party to begin work among the Oregon Indians in the
Willamette Valley, and two years later, in 1836, the American
Board sent DUr. and Mrs. Marcus Whitman and the Teverend and
Mrg, U, H. Spalding to start work among the Indians in what 1is
now western Haahington.zs Thus, the missionaries penetrated
the forests in search of the Indian wherever he might be found
in the hope that some of them might be made "good."

Ameng the many Indlans whom the ilssionarles sought to
convert were the Chippewas, who, as members of the great Al-

gonguin family, occupied the territory streteching from the At-

¥ e et ——tn | =S| Sa——— 1 an ___—__.cu'—ture
,1265-18’4’0, Ve 2 8.

2byage Crawford Barclay, "Early American Methodism,
1769-1844 ," History of Methodist Missions (New York: The
ﬁozr? of Misgiona and Church Extenslon of the Methodist Church,
1949), 1, 31e.

“53weet, Religion An & prent
o An the Development of American Culturs
1765-1650, p. 243, |




10
lantic tc the Misslssippi, north to the latitude of Jomes
fay and south to that of Cape Hatteras.26 They had resided
in ¥ichigan at least a century before the coming of the
whites, occupying the eastern part of the lower Peninsula
and moet of the Unper.27 They were eesentially a nomadic
people given to hunting and fishing, but also cultivated
ﬁt some vegetable and manufactured maple sugar. The basic
political unlt of these Indians was the tribe consisting of
people speakling the same dialeet, occcupying the same ter-
ritory, and possessing o feeling of kinship. Divided into
anywhere from eleven to twenty clans and further divided in-
to smaller units, they were ruled by chiefs who were elected
to hold office until thelr death or until their tribes became
dissatisfied with them,28
Like the other Algonguins, the Chippewa Indlans believed
that a mysterlious power dwelt in all objects, animate and in-
_%gnimute. These manltos were supvosed to be ever wakeful and
quick to heer everything in the summer, though in the winter,

after the snow fell, they were supposed to be in a torpild

26y, n. Kennedy, Jesuit and Savage in New France (Wew
Haven: Yale University Press, 1950), ». 22.

.27Compiled by Workers ¢f' the Writer'e Program of the
Hoxy Pre jects Administration in the dtate of iichigan, A

=
—

Gulide to : wolzgg}ne State (iew York: OUxford University
reﬂB, 19 l ] p_’O. 24=- .

281p1a., ». 27 and Chase &. Osborn and Stellanova Us-

born, Schoolcraflt - pengfe;%gw - Hiaw {(Lancaster: The
Jacques Cattell Press, 1942), p. 76.

s e~ i el




11
state.d Speclal attention was pald to the spirits inhab-
iting or controlling certain Torces 1in nature and sacrifices
were nmnde to the snirits of various objects, such as rocks,
ranidsg, and lakeg in the hone of pronitiating them.-° Be-
sides these numerous spirits the Chippewas also venerated
Ke-gha~non-e~doo, the Benevelent Spirit and belleved 1in
itah- je-mah-ne-doo, the Evil Spirit, who lived under the earth
and caused all that which was evil such 28 illness and
death.31 Believing thet they could comnunlcate with these
8pirlifts and that they would reveal themsslves through the
media of dreans, the Indians would fast for twe or Tour days
hoping that the spirits would communicate with them in ths
32

shape of some bird or animal. fedicine men, comblning
nagic and the healing art, also directed the affairs of the
belleving Indians, it being suoposed that they posasssed

snecial nowers which could effect the deslired results. Among

2%hsborn and Ogborn, op. cit., p. 73.

30w, Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Mestern Great
Lakes, 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press,
1540), pp. 326-27.

31George Copway, The Life, Higtory, snd Travels of
Xah-ge-gah-bown (George Cogngs, A Young Indlan Chief of the
{‘ilbowa Nation, A Convert to the Christian Faith, and a iHis-
gionary to iHis People for Twelve Years; with a 3Sketch of the
Present State of the O,iibwa Natién, in Regard to Chrigtisnity
and Thelr Future Prospects. Alsc an Apveal with All HNames of
the Chiefs now Living, Who Have Been Christianized, and the
#1§eionnr;§s now Laboring Among Them (Albany: Yeed and Par-
sons, 1647), p. 36.

321pid., pp. 48-9.
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the Chivvewas the lMedewlwin or grand medicine soclety was

j¢a powerful orgenization. 1% was secretive ond highly re-

sistant to Christlan teachinga.33 The misalonaries endesvor-
ing %o convert the Indlansg %o the Christian faith had %o
overcome these anclent beliefs and traditions and prc&a o
them that Christlanity was superior to theolr religion. He
had %o overcome the simple bellefs of the natives and wmske
Christianity simple. He had to undergo the numercus hard-
shlps and perils, the filth and the lgnorance, the super-
atitlon and apathy, and say with Mrs, John Gill Pratt, wife
of a Mew England misslonary, that the “sacrifices and incon-
venilences were forgotten by us when we congldered the great
object for wnich we lived and labored -- the conversion of
the Indlians and theilr advancement to civiliza 1;:}.':>n.“3"L

The Lutherans were among the denonminations which sentg

misgionaries to lobor among the Chippewa or OJibway Indians.

XThey labered among thie tribe in both Michigan and Hinnesota

for a period of time spanning almest thirty years. The in-
itial impetus was given by the Reverend Friledrich Schmid,
whose early interest in the Chippewz Indians resulted in the
establishment of two Lutheran missions at Sebewaing and
bhebahyank.r:At the aame time Pastor YWilhelm Loehe of Neuen-

e

det telsau “in Javaria, Germany, lent hls assistance, This

330gborn and Osborn, op. cit., ». 74.
34Dick, ov. git., pp. 137-138.

-

Sihiha

e e
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led to the founding of the misslon colony of Frankenmuth and
somewhat later the migsion station of Bethany. Thege mis-
slons were continusd by the Lutheran Churech - lisgourl Syned,
which acquired the missions of Hchmid and Loehe in 1849 and
1850 and sought to expand the Indian mission program into
Minnesota in 1856.35 It 1a the purpose of this thesis o
record the history of thisg Lutheran endeavor giving particu-
lar emphasis to the veriod of 1853 to 1868, a time of heroic
efforts and ssd ﬂisapnolntments.36

The wrimary sources smployed in recounting and evalu-
ating the hiatory of Lutheran Indlan mlssione in ¥ichligan
and ¥ilnnesota are numerous and varylng in importance. Church

perlodicals such as Der Luthersner, Evangellsch-Lutheriscnes

Hlgsiongblatt, and the Kirchliche Mittheilungen aus ung ueber

Nord-Ameriks have been widely employed in the writing of this
thesls, the most important of these being Der Lutheraner,
which objectively orinted many of the misslon reports of the
missicnaries. DBesides these sources, the author has also
utilized the official reports of the Lutheran Church - Hig-

gouri Synod, the dlstrict reports of the Northern Dlstrict,

35Ur1g1nally known as the German Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of iissouril, Ohlo, and Other States, hereafter re-
ferred to as the Synod and Mlssourl Syncd.

36For the earlier perilod, 18k5-1853, see Walter P.

Schoenfuhs, "The Life and Labors of Eduard Raimund Balerlein,”

unwzblished Bachelor's Thesis, Concordia Seminary, 5t. Louils,
1954,
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and the Annual Reporfts of the Misgslonary Soclety of the
Methodlst Eplscopal Churgh insofar as they were related to
the Lutheran Indian missionary enterprise. Valuable in-
formation was also found in the autoblography of Hissionary

E. G, H, Miessler and in Eduvard Bsierlelin's Im Yrwslde.

Varlious secondary works, too numerous to mention, have been
utilized, some of the more important being seversl unpub-
lished theses and the three volumes on Early Michigan Set-
tlements by Yarren ‘'ashburn Florer. Finally, special as-
sistance was given to the author by the Reversend August R.
duelflow, Dlrector of Concordia Historical Institute in St.
Louis, and by Mr, H., (. Mlessler, who gracicusly furnished

his grandfather's autoblography.




CHAPTER II
PLANTING THE SEED

The Verk of ¥, Schmid and W, Loehe in Michigan,

18L0-1849

In 1825 Hichigan Territory was still virtuzlly a wil=-
derness beyond the bounds of civilization where Indians in-
hablited huge portions of their land and the settler was con-
fronted wlth a2 land of wolves, bears, mosquitoes, and rattle-

snakes.l

Though rich in minerals, soll, and timber, lts
growth had heen retarded by the lack of rcoads and it was not
until the early 1830's that this handicap began to dim;nish.
Durling this time and even before 1825 the United States Gove
ernment signed numerous treaties with the natives securing
title to thousands of acres of land and mineral rights to
others. Through the initliative of CGovernor Lewis Cass, more
than sixteen treatlies were negotiated with various tribes
including the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Potawatomlies, which re-

sulted in the surrender of nearly all their lands in Uhio and

large districts in Indlana and Michigan constituting millions

1R, Carlyle Buley, The 01d Northwegt: Ploneer Period
%8;5-18#0 (Bloomington: 1Indiana University Press, 1951), I1I,
0. The Hichigan Territory was organized in 1805.

PR LT T
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of acres.? Thus, with the acqulslitlion of good land, the
constructlion of more roads, and the opening cf the Erie Canal
in 1825, an increasing number of settlers and immigrants be-
gan to enter the promising Territory. By 1834 the population
of the territory had increased to 87,278 and in 1836,
1,475,725 acres of land were sold, more than one-third of
the total sold to that date.> One observer remarked in 1837:
This whole region (particularly the states of Illinols,
Hichigan, and Visconsin Territory) is filling up with
great and unexampled rapidlty. Assuming this fact as
granted that every ons must be the architect of hls own
fortune 1 would refer te the suserlority of the west-
ern vortion of our continent over the eastern, =28 re-
gards the acgulsition of wealth-professional eminence-
nolitical distinctlon, and the opportunity offered of
exerclsing Anfluence on soclety and the destinlies of our
common country.
While approximately two-thirds of the settlsrs came from
New York and Hew England, a Talir portion of the emigrants
came from Ireland, England, and Germany.5 The most important
lmmigration from Germany began in the perled of the estab-
lishwent of Mlchlgan as a state, though some had arrived ear-

1ier.6. Among those who had come to Michigan before 1837 was

ZPhomas Helntyre Cooley, lichiman: A Higtory of Govern-
ments (Cambridge: The Riverside Press, 1906), p. 194, Lewis
Cass was governor from 1813 to 1831.

3Buley, op. oit., p. 99.

b1ma., ». 113.

Ibid., vp. 96-7.

6ﬁ1chigan was admitted inte the Unlon as a state on
January 26, 1837,

e




17
Pastor Friedrich Schmid, who arrived there in 1833.7 Horn
in 1807 at VYalddorf, Wuerttemberg and having recelved his
theological tralning in the Protestant mlssion school at
Basel, Swltzerland, he declded to heed the call of a group

8 schmid con-

of German settlers who had come to America.
ducted his first services on August 25, 1833, in a school~
house located four miles weat of Aan Arbor in Vashtenaw
County.9 p
Though Schmid's major efforts were dirscted to the Ger-
lmans and in the organization of congregaetions, he also becane f;
J'interested in beginning a mission to the Chipovewa Indlians _ "
living near Zebewaing in Huron County, iliichigan. In an ef-
fort %o interest other Lutherans ln his plan, he =addressed a
letter to the Ministerium of Pennsylvanile in 1840 in which he
exopreased his Joy in his mlssionary labors Yand maskes many
oronosala which may be calculated to promote the missionary
Q work, and to awaken the missionary splrit.“lo schmid had

been preparing J. Auch, F. Maler, and Georg Sinke for the In-

dian miselons, so that when on March 24, 1842, the congrega-~

7k1bart Keiser, Lutheran liission York among the American
Indlans (Minneapolié: Augsburg Publlshing House, 1922), »n.
55.

81b14.
9Warren Yaghburn Florer, karly Michigan Settlements )
(Ann Arbor: Herold Printing Ce., 1941), I, 12. ‘

lokelser, op. cit., ©. 55.
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tion of the "Second Cerman Salem Soclety" decided to under-
take misslonary work among the Indlans at Sebewalng, these
men were ready to open an Indlan miseion.ll Further as-
sistance was received for the nsw mission in the same year
when the Minlsterium of Pennsylvania organized a Hizslion
Soclety, which had as one of its objectives the support of the
indian mission begun by Pastor Schmid, The Society's min-
utes of 1844 mention:

« « « & letter from Rev. ¥. Schmid, Ann Arber, Michlgan,

in which he states that by reason of the energy of the

Mlassionary Soclety in the said state, the misslionary has

been sent to labor among the Indiang., He requests the

cotoparafion of our Society in the evangelizing of the

Indians.
Upon reading Schmld's letter it wes "resolved that the Ex-
ecutive Commlttee e authorized %o transmlt to the iisalonary
Socliety of Michigen the sum of {50 for Indian lMissions pro-
vided the state of the treasury will bear 1t.“13

It is difficult to determine the exact year when mis-
sion work was begun awmong the Chippewa Indlans at Sebewalng,

though it is certain that J. Auch went to the Indians scme-
where between 1842 and 18&5.1u In the biograshy of the Rev-

lwiorer, op. cit., II, 3.

12Keiaer, op. c¢it., pp. 556,

L31p14., p. 56.

Y prorer, op. eit., I, 17 gives the date as 1845, but in
volume three, page IV, he gives the date as 18L2. ‘lialter A,
Baenlsr, A Cent of &rage (St, Louls: dJConcordis Publishing
House, 1947 . D 91 a also gives the date as 1845.
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erend Schmid written by hls scon, it appears that the Sebe-
waing Indian mission was established in 1845, for his son
says thsat:
In the soring of 1845 three missionaries, Auch, Dumser,
and Sinke were sent to the Indians at Sebewzilng. Tarly
in the morning three wagons halted before the parsonage,
the nelghbors apneared, and loaded the wagons with nro-
vislons, furnlture, clothing, etc., which the congrega-
tion had contributed. Vhen that work was finished, the
cause of the mission was entrusted to God with song and
orayer. As the narty began 1ts Jjourney, we accompanied
¢ with our eyes until it disappeared from view. . . .
It was no easy matter to travel 125 uiles leading thru
the primeval Torest and the swampa.lj
It is quite vrobable, however, that Auch and Haler accomgpan-
ied by Slnke labored in the mission field at Sebewaling nrior
to the arrival of Simon Dumser, who had recelved his theo-
loglcal tralning at the Basel Mission Inatitute before his
call to asslist the missiconaries at Sebewalng. Here at the
newly organized mission Auch organized a day school for the
Indian children, and Sinke made their clothes, whille Haler
labored among the Indians in Shebahyonk.16 Church services
»were regularly conducted by the mission which also boasted of
having eighteen scholars in the "mission house,” six of whom
were received into the church through baptism.17 Both Sehmidi

and hip missionaries were sncouraged by their success.

15xe1ser, on. cit.; p. 56.

16Johannes Strieter, lLebenslauf des Jchannes Strieter,
Yastor Ewmeritus, von ihm selbst erz?eh;t und geschrieben
Cleveland: F. ¥, ¥. Luetner, 19043, ». 22, :

l?‘-"‘:elser, 2D, Gé*&cg De 5?'

.-
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Friedrich Schmid was not the only nerson interested in
the new world, its Indlans, and 1te German im=zigrants. /1n
1840 Wilhelm Loehe, pastor of the village church at leuen-
dettelsau, Bavarie, read an "Appeal for Ald of the German
Protestant Church in Horth America'" lssuved by the misaion
soclety at Stade and based upon the statements of Pastor
Friedrich Ccnred Dietrich VWyneken, who had arrived in Amerl-
ca in 1838.18 Determined to aid these stranded Germans 1in
remalning true to their falith, Loehe resolved to send pas-
tors to America, who would organlize the lmmlgrants into con-
gregations. It wes through one of these Sendlinge, as they‘
became known, Pastor W, Hattetaedt, that loehe became aé;
queinted with Schmid's Indlan misslons and decided to lend
hie assistance. In 1843 he wrote Hattstaedt requesting him
to galn detalled information concerning the Indian mission
nosslbliilitles and to investigate what both the Lutherans and
the other denominations, especlslly the Yoravians, had ac-

19

complished, Having recelved favorable reports and having
learned of Schmid's mission work at Sebewaing, Pastor Loehe
‘deteruined to narticlipate in these wissionary labors. At

first he planned to open a geminsry to trailn missionaries,

183aepler, opn. cit., pon. 65-6,

oD.
19Keiaer, op. ©e1%., ps 59
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but thls idea was abandoned. Instead he decided to es-\

tabllsh a mission colony somevhere in “ichigan, which wouiﬁ&
have a8 1its ehilef nurpose the conversion of the Amerlcan In-i
dian,

Resolved upon assisting Schmid's Michigan 3Synod in 1ts
Indian mizsion work, l.oehe wrote to Pastor Hattstaedi about

'ﬁthe possibilities of settling a Lutheran misslon colony 1in

Mlchigan, whose colonlsts, together with their pastor, could
influence the Indisns to accent Christianity. Uvpon the ad-
vice of Schmid and Auch, s favorable response was glven and i
a location on the Cess River about four miles from Tuscola {
was selected for the contemplated colony.21 Loehe now began :
to select a group of Christian colonists and chogse a leader ]
Tor the expedition. In August Friedrich Craemer, Loehe found
the man who would lead the colony to the new world., Urasmer

was born on May 26, 1812, in Xleinlangheim, a town in that

section of Bavarils which was called Unterfranken, Lower Franc-
onia.?? He studied at the Gymnasium in the city of Wuerz-
burg, leter matriculated to the University of Erlangen as s

etudent of theology and of classical philology as well as

201914., p. 60. Also "Verbindung der innern und asus-

serung Hisslon betreffend," Kirvehiiche Mitthellungen aus und
usber Lord-Ameriks, No. 1 (18LL), no pages listed.

2lpiorer, op. eit., III, v.

22Ludw1g Ernest Fuerbringer,

Pargong and Events (St.
Louig: Concoriis Yublishing House, 19 7?, De

3.
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history, physics, and philosophy, and in 1840 entered the
philological institute of Professor Thiersch in Hunich to

study the ancient and modern 1anguages.23

After completing
his education, Crasmer taught as & private tutor 1in the home
of Count von Dinsiedel for two years and later in 1843 held
the same positlon ih the home of Lord Lovelace in Devon-
shlre, Ungland. He remzined in the services of Lord Love-
lace but for = short time and then became affiliated with
Oxford University as a private instructor in the German
language and 1iterature.2h It was at thls time that Craener,
having heard of lLoehe's contenplated mission venture, offered
himself to Loehe and was accepted as leader of the colony.
The entire underbtaking wes carefully planned in the
winter of 1884-1845 and in the spring ér 1845 the immigrants
vere prepared to leave CGermany for the forests of lMichigan,
There were five couples who were engaged to be married and
two bachelors vesldes Craemer and four candidates for theJ
ministry in the group that were to sail for America, Cracmer
having been ordained in Mecklenburg before thelr daparture.25
The journey %o ichigan was an adventurous one, frought with
nerils and dangers. On April 20, 1845, the group set sail

from Bremerhaven, Germany on the ship Carcline under Captain

231p1d. , pp. 3-6.

24Ibid. , pp. 8-9.
251p1d., p. 11.
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Volkmann., After four hours at sea the ship hit s sandbar
where 1t remalned until ncon of the following day when the
voyage wae resumed.26 During the Jjourney the travelers sn-
countered six heavy storms as well as a colllsion with an-
other shlp. The collislon occurrsed during the night of =ay
13 when an ¥nglish ghlp rammed the Corcline demaging her
prow.27 Fortunsiely, the damage vas not as serious as they
had fTeared, so that the ship could continue on to the Unlted
States. 'While at sea, the vsasengers and crew were aiflicted
with smalipox causling the deaths of sgeveral adults and two
chlldren, one of whom Crasumer, though himgelf ill, had Dbap-
tlzed on Hay 20.28 On Juns 6, 1845 the passengers sighted
land and in the afternoon of the followling day saw the coast-
line of New York. Once anchored, the passengers were ex-
aiined by a doctor and several had to be taken to the hospltel
Tor Turther cbservaticn and treatment. Finally, on Honday,

June ¢, the passengers disembarked, after a fifty day voyage.29

The Jazxon Luthersne noted the arrival of these colonlists in

26 1R 1geanentheuer," Kirchliche Hittheilungen aus und
neber Hord-Amerika, HNo. 9 and 10 (1845), no pages llsted.
feiser, on. gcit., ». 61 incorrectly gives the date of de-
parture as iay 20, 1845,

27"Relseabentheuer," on. olt.
281914,
291b1d. Also "Neueste Nachrichten von unsern Jenselitigen

Freunden," Xirchliche !Mitthellungen gus und ueber Hord-Amer-
1ka, Ho. 7 (1BE5), no nages 1isted.
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Americs in Der lLutheraner sasyling that thelr unloslon venture

-~

repregented a nsw approach toward asion work, '

The colonlasts remained approximately three days in HHew
York, ¥While in the c¢ity Craemer and Dorcthea Benthien were
merrlzad on June 10 by Fastor Carl F. E, Stchlmann. ‘1 Lora
¢f poor par:nts in Achim, Henover, on February 12, 1817, she
wlth her brether and his famlly declded to emligrate to Amer-
ica in 1845, It was on the Caroline thast one of the minis-
terial candldates, Frisdrich Lochner, made her acqualntance
and. noted her gelf-sacrificing ministrations during the smell-
nox eplderic. Lochner introduced Crsemer to Dorothea, wheo
first asked her if she would be wllling to becoms a wmald in
the nmlsslon. Yhen she at once consented, Crasmer asked h
for her hand in marriage and they wers married shortly before
they left Hew York for iichlgan.Bz On June 12 =2t seven in
the evenlng the ceclonlsts and the young couple ealled on the

steamboat Enickerbocker and arrived in Albany the fcllowing

morning., Here they boarded a train for Buffalo, but before

reaching thelr destination, the train crashed with znother on

3°"~1qsiensnachrichten," Der Lutheraner, I (July 12,
1845), 90.

31Fuprbringer, 29. ¢it., . 13 and Baepnler, opn. cit.,
V. 72, :

32:38.8‘,’)181‘, _0_2_. Gitu ’ pp. ?9-800
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the same tracks killing one man.?B The immigrants finally
arrived in Monroe, Michigan, on June 17, 1845, and ten daye
later get out for Zaginaw and thelr new home.au

Before the group had denarted for America, iiissionary J.
Auch and Pastor F. Schmid searched for sultable land upon
which to establish the mission colony. In April, 1845, they
selected 680 acres of land on the Cases River at a cost of
51,700.35 Yhile the immigrants were s8till in Saglnaw, Pastor
Craemer, accompanied by some of his men snd a surveyor, trav-
eled slxteen milee to the location chosen by Auch and Schmld
and made preparatlions for the sstablishment of the mission.
The women remained in Saginaw as the men begen to erect the
necessary dwellings. When these had besn ccnatructed, the
woumen, the baggage, and all the household goods were loaded
on ox-carie and the trip from Saginaw fo Frankenmuth was
successfully acoomplisha&.36
{ﬁfﬂs soon as the settlement was completed, Craemer com-

‘,t 3 g
menced his missionary activities to the Indians. %Yhile the

73vRe1geaentheuer,” Kirchliche Mittheilungen aus und
ueber Hord-Amerika, Wo. ¢ and 10 (1845).

3“"Neueste Nachrichten von unsern jenseitigen Freunden,”
Kirchliche Mitthellungen aus und ueber Hord-Amerlika, No., 9
and 10 518455, no pages listed.

35uNeueste Wachrichten von unsern jenseltigen I'reunden,”
Xirchliche ¥itthellun:ien aus und ueber lord-Amerika, No. 11
1845), no pages listed.

36ﬁelaer, on. cit., »p. 62-3.
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immigrant party had been in Saglnaw, several Indlans approacﬁ—

ed them and indicated thelr interest in hsving a achool for

s thelr children. Homewhat later individual chlafs entered in-

to an agreement with the mizslon colony so that the nrospects
for a successful miselonary venture looked quite brlght.37
Craewer;, unable to communicate with the Indians in their own
language, hired James Gruett, a half-breed of French Canadian
extraction, to act as interpreter. Together they vislited the
scattered indlan settlements on the Kawkawlin, Zwan, Chippews,
Pine, and Bell Riﬁers telling the Indiane the Gospel of the

38

Savior, Numerous hardships and psrils accompanled the mis-
slonary ag he viegited these Chippewa Indians and as he dwelt 7
with hlg settlers in tne shabby homeg which they had con- |
gtructed., Once the missionary becawme serloueiy ill with

fever and the colonlsts feared for theilr pastor's life. An-

other time COraemer almost lost hls life while crecssing Sag-

inaw Bay.39 Undsunted by these setbacks, Missionary Craemer
continued his labors sleeping with the Indians in their smokse

filled huts and eating with them out of the same meat pot.
m™
Y Uraemer gave speclal attentlon to the Indian children

37 "Neueste Nachrichten von unsern jenseitlgen Freunden, "
Zirchliche Mittheilungen aus und uveber Nord-Amerika, No. 11
1845),

3SBaapler. oo, cit., ». 73. The interpreter's name is

also spelled "Gruet.'

39"‘heodor‘e Graebnsr, Church Bells in the Forgst (ut.
Louis: Concordia Publishing Youse, 1942%), n. 37.
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two of his. children and two grandchildren to the new school.}

27
nourishing them in body and soul. The mlsslon organlzed a
school for the Indian children to glve them the rudiments of
educetion and. the milk of the Word. An Indlan chief, Cemas-
sike, living with his tribe near the Pine Rlver, wae one of
the Tirst to exoress his interest in the wmission colony and

Lo

permitted two of his sone to attend." Anocther Indian, a

medicine man, Olkskim by name, also gave his ccnsent and sent
1
Dorothea Craemer asslated her husband in the arduous task of
clvilizing these young natives with the log cabin serving
both as school and parsonage, as well as a place of worshlp
on Sunday. She went about scrubbing the Indlan chlldren and
teaching them cleanliness, removing the dirt and the lice of
the forests. Instructing them in the good menners of civ-~
1lized 1life, the Indian children learned how to eat using the
utensils of the whif%e man, became accustomed to a clean body
and neat dress, and learned to speak without the yells and

shouts of the wigwam.bz

Thils unselfish work bore fruit, "and
the migslionaery and his wife were repaid by the love of the

children, who clung to Mrs. Craemer as to a mother, 453

hOKelser, op. cit., p. 64.

ulGraabner, op. cit., p. 6b,

uz“Frankenmnth, Casa River, Michigan im August, 1848,*"
Der Lutheraner, V (September 12, 1848), 3.

“3Helaer, op. cit., v. 65.
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With the assistance of Teacher J. L, Flessa and the in-
terpreter, James Gruett, Craemer instructed the Indian chil-
dren in both secular and religious learning. After the sling-
ing of a hymn and a prayer, the children were taught %o re-
clte ths alphabet, to read, write, and count in English and
,German. The children learned Luther's Catechigm in their
own language., During their free period the boys usually en-
tered the woods to plck berries while the girls were taught
sewing and knitting. On 3Sundays the children attended the
German service where they participated in the Creed and the
Lord's Prayer. Later they worshiped in their own service
singing Christian hymns in the Chlppewa tongue and atten-

tively listened to the lectlons and sermon.uu

As a result of
oatient ilnstruction, three children were baptized on the
third Christmaze Day, 1846, one day after the new church had
been dedicated. Both the colonists and their mlssionary ex-
pressed thelr thanksglving to God for these Tirst converts --
Abuiquan, a young boy about seventeen years cld and his two
silsters, Hagdalene and Anna, whose ages were thirteen and

seven, respectively.hs

The successful missionary labors and the increasing

““"Frankenmuth, Cass River, Michigan im August, 1848,%
2_'?_' Eitﬂ » p- 3.

“5"Neueate Hachrichten von unsern jenseitigen Freunden,®

%1rch1;ch§ ¥ittheilungen aus und ueber Nord-Amerika, No. 3
1847}, 18.
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prospects for further misslon exnansion severely taxed the
strength of Migsionary Craemer. Coupled with these lmportant
duties was the fact that the Frankenmuth colony had grown
conslderably since 1ts first inceptlion, which further hindered
the labers of the missionary, who was now compelled to d4ivide
his time between the Indiansg and his own German settlers.
The arrival of ninety persong in Frankenmuth on the Friday .
after Ascenslon Day, 1846, incressed Crzemer's pvastoral work
and greatly interfered with hie mlisslonary activities. These
new Cerman coloniastse had left Zremen 1n March., In thelr
midet were seven men who had prepared themselves to serve the
Lutheran Church in America, namely, Christian August Lehmann,
Johann Georg Streckfusz, Johsnn Georg Boehm, Johann Lorenz
Flessa, who essisted Craemer in the Indian school, Xarl Fried-
rich Wilhelm bcholz, Ernst Otto Wolff, and Ceorg Tuerk.46
Later, sdditional colonists arrived and settled either in
Frankenmuth or founded new colonies bearing the names Frank-
entrost, Frankenlust, and Frankenhilf.

The difficultles in managing the affairs of the Frsanken-
muth congregation and at the same time caring for the needs .
of the Indliang, caused Craemer to appeal to Loehe for an as-

silstant. Loehe communicated his request to the Leipzig Evan-

46"Was lat in diesenm Jahre zur Fortsetzung der begonne-
nen Arbelt unter den Lutheranern und unter den Indianern von
®lchigan geschehen?" Kirchiiche Mittheilungen aus und ueber
ford-amerika, ¥o. 7 (18867, 51,
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gelical Lutheran Mission Soclety, which designated Eduard
Raimund Baierlein %o saill for Amerlca and become Craemer's
co~worker, The young missionary and his wife left Cermany
on Apri1‘19, 1847 arriving in New York on May 31 of the same
year.u7 Having reached Trankenmuth on June 10, 1847, Baier-
}eln inmediately began to assist Craemer in hils labors,
7]."s't:m'].y.’Ln.s_r, the Chivpnews language, teaching the Indian children,
and with the ald of the interpretsr, James Gruett, preachlng
to the Indlans every Sunday.u8 His eagerness and inliative
resulted in numerous blessings for the Indian miselon and
added several new converts to the young Indian church{ On
July &, 184%, three Indisn children were baptized and on
July 26 of the same year two more Indian chilldren, a boy and
a girl, came tc ['rankenmuth, drenched by the rain., Thelr
iwother arrived in the mlession colony on the following day
bringing with her four other chlldren whem she presented to

Balerlein for Christian instruction.® On March 20, 1848, in

a letter to the Lelnziyg Fvangelical Lutheran Mlsslon Society

b7”8k1zzen elner Relse nach Vest und Ost," Evangelisch-
Lutheriasches lMiselonsblatt, No. 20 (October 15, 185h§, 310-11.
Detailed information concerning the work of Balerlein may be
found in Walter P. Schoenfuhs, “The Life and Labors of Eduard
Palmund Balerlein,” unpublished Bachelor's Thesis, Concordia
Seminary, 9t. Louis, 1954,

48charies F. Luckhard, Faith ;g the Forest (Sebewaing,
Michigan: published orivately, 1952), o. 60

49 ingere Misslon in Nordamerika,"” Evangelisch-Luther-
isches #imsionsblatt, %o. 23 {Dscember 1, 1647), 354.
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in Germany, Balerlein ageln Jjoyously renorted that =ix new
cenverts were received lnto the church by holy bentlsm, four
¢f them béing children fron ten %o sixteen years of age and
the remainling two belng mere infaonts but a few weesks 01d.59

3esldes the dally routines of missicnary work at FPrank-
enmuth, Balerlein, like Craemer, visited numerous Indian
tribes 1n order %o interest these natives in the Gospel,
Twe Indizn chlefs, Bemasslke =znd Ssuaban, had indilcsted ear-
lie2r thelr interest in the Frankenmuth mlasion when Craener
had visited these two chiefz&;.sjL Both of them had sent sev-
eral ITndlan children to the new school, and Demasalke himself
Trequently visited Frankenmuth snd indicated his pleasure aft
the progress that wss belng ma ade.’2 1% was, therefore, not
gsurprising that Balerleln resolved to vliglt %these two chiefs

who hiad manifeated so much interest in the yvoung CGerman mls—
)

slon., DBalerlein traveled %o Remassike's vlllage in the spring

of 18LE only to find the chlef in deep mourning ovsr the desth

of his young nejhew, who had asccldentslly burned to death.
Conforting the sorrowing chief and apeaking to his Indlans

about Christ's second advent, he departed. After a day's

50ugrfreuliches und Unerfreuliches aus unserer Mission
unter den nordamerikanischen Indienern," Evanweligch-Luther-

isches lkigglonsgblatt, No. 14 (July 15, 1848), 209.

51"Neueste Hachirichten von unsern Jenseitigen Freunden,®
Eir h11cha %;tzhgl ungen aus und ueber Nord-Amerika, No. 3
(1@1%75

52Kelser, op. 0i%., p. 64,
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Journey the missionary reached ancther Indlan settlement,
but here he was 1ll recelved., Une of the Indians indicated
that he had no deslre to listen %o Balerlein's religlous taik
and was uninterested in elther heaven or hell,53 Nor were
hig vislts to Sauaban's tribe, located at Swan Creek, auny
more encouraging., Balerleln visited him in June of 1848,
only to find a2 number of the Indians drunk and the chilefl
himself hostile. He informed the young misslonary that he
was not lnterested in and felt no need for any religlous
ministrations, that when he died he hoped tc be with hils
fathers, and that his people could do what they wanted in
respect to Christianlty. Balerlein then spoke to the Indians
themeelves tellling them the story of salvation, and though
most of the Indians remalned obstinate, several young men did
decide to join the miasion.su

In ssveral conversations with Bemassike, the chilef told
Balerlein that he desired his presence in the village and
ssked him to settle among his Indians. During one of his
visits to Frankenmuth, the chief invited either Craemer or

Balerlein to visit his village and there to take up his abode

5348a1erleins Reise zu dem Hauptling Remassike," EZvan-
gelisch-Lutherisches lMisslonsblatt, No. 21 (November 1, 1848),
322-23. The chlef's name should be spellsd with an initial
P or B, the latter being preferred.

5%1b1d., op. 329-30.




33
to "teach my people the truth.“55 A8 we have already seen,
Baierlein vigited the Indian villaze at Pine River in the
spring of 1848 with favorable reeults.56 Un May 30, 1848,
Balerlein started on another trip to vislt Bemasslke and %o
goeak with his Indlans. After three days, he reached the
village of thlrty huts and the next day addressed the as-
‘gembled Indians. In a lengthy discourse the missionary un-
veliled for the Indians the fundamentals of the Christian
falth, telling them that God so loved them, that He sent Hils
‘only begotten Son to suffer and die, that they wmight be
“freed from the misery of sin. He told them that he had come
to tell them about thlie Jesus and that, even as there 1s only
one road leading to a worldly ecity, so also there is only one
road le=ding to eternal 1life, this way being the Savior. Af-
ter 2 prolonged periocd of silence, the Indlans finally began
to speak, saying that they would be willing to permlit the
migslonary to dwell in their midst provided he would instruct
their children. Balerlein agrééd but impressed on their
minds that he was vrimarily a preacher and that they must ac-
\gept him as such. Only if they would promise to attend the
church services and hear the Vord of God, would he instruct
their chlldren in the school. The request granted, 3aierlein

consldered the matter settled and oromised that the next time

55Graebner, gp. cit., p. 66.

568unra, Do 3.
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he would come, 1t would be to establlsh the miasslon and
school. With these words he departed and a new mlaslon sta-
tion was vegun, a miasion that would experience many trials
but also meny blessings.57

Bailerlein, accompanied by six men from Frankenmuth,
gtarted out for the new mission on July 19, 1848, arriving
at the Indiszn village three dsys later. PFoverty nearing
starvation greeted them, so that Balerleln named the new
mlission "Bethany," that is, "house of bread.“sa Once & log
cabln was bullt for the mlgsionary and his wife, Balerlein
began to vislt the Indians and opened the school for the na-
tive children., Though they had promlised to send thelr chil-
dren %o the misalon school, they hesitated at first to do so
fearing some kind of treachery. The fact that the misslionary
had been unable to slleviate their hunger did net contribute
to the maklng of a good relationghip between himself and the
Indians. Nevertheless, the suspiclons were soon overcome and
slowly the children began to attend the daily instructions,
By the beginning of 1849 nineteen children had enrclled in

the school and were studying the Bible gtorles as well as

574Balerleins Relse zu dem Hauptling Remassike," ov.
elt., vp. 325-29.

58“E1n1gea ueber die Ursinwohner dleses Landes und was
von der evangellsch-~lutherischen Kirche fuer sie gethan
wird," Der Lutheraner, V (July 24, 1849), 187.
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other subjects in German, English, and Chippewa,5?
Nor wes the work among the adults any easier than the
missionary's laborsg in the school. Though the aervices were

frequently attended by fifty or more Indlans, all kinds of

_Aifficultice hampered an effective presentation of the Gos-

pel. Vhen Baierlein would attemt to preach, the children
would play on the ground and yell to one another, while their
parente would converse with each other. One Indlan might
light his pipe during the preaching of the sermon, another
wight ask for a light, while a third would arise and look for
some fire in order to light his pipe.éo Complete confusion
geemed to relgn and 1t was remarkable that the missionary ac-
complished enything et sl1l. Hevertheless, 3aierlein's labors
bore frult. Shortly after the new year, on January 18, 1849,
ten Indian children were baptized by Craemer, whom Balerlein
hed invited for the occasion, he himgelf being at that time

unordained.61 During the latter part of the same year three

59"Bethanien am Pine River," Evangelisch-Lutherigsches

Missionsblatt, No. 9 (Hay 1, 1849), 131-32.

GO“Erste erfreuliche Yirkseamkeit Balerleins zu Bethanlen

am Pine River,!" Evangellsch-Luthsrisches Misgiongblat$, Ho.
2 (January 15, 1849), 21-2.

61"Rueckb11qk auf dle Intstehung und den Fortgang der
Migsion unter den Indianern am Pine Rilver, Michigan,” EZvan-
zelisch-Lutherisches Mlsgionsblatt, No. 4 (February 15,
1856), 54-5. Oraemer ordained Bzierlein on September 6,
1850. ©&ee Vierter Synodal-Bericht der deutschen evangel.-
lutheriachen Synode von Misscuri, Ohio und andern Staaten vom
Jdahrs 1850, p. 11. : ‘
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others received baptiam, among them as the first adult the
widowed daughter of the old chief.62 The seed whilch Baler-

lein had sown slowly began to bear frult.

The Vork of The Lutheran Church -~ ¥issourl Synod

in Mlchigan, 1849-1853

The year 1849 nmarked the end of the Michigan Synod's
control over l%ts mlsslons among the Chippewa Indians in
Frankenmuth and Bethany as well as the authorlity exerclsed
by Pastor Loshe and the Colliquim of the Fwvangelical Lutheran
¥igslon at leinzig in Germany. Three years earller several
nastors and missionaries severed their relationshlio with
Schmid's Michigan Synod when Pastor Simon Dumser, a theo-
logical graduate of the Basel Mission Institute, refused to
subgcribe to 211l the Lutheran Confessions, not having sub-
scribed tc these at hls ordinstion in Europe. Nor was this
2all. I%t appeared to these protesting ministers that certain
lrregular practices endangered the orthedexy of the HMlchigan
Synod itself. /At the ¥ichigan Synod's ccnvention in June of
1846, Pastors Trautmann, Lochner, Hattstaedt, and Craemer de-
wanded that Dumser subscribe to the entire Book of Concord of
1580. Yhen he refused to do so and when the Michigan Synod
refuged to take any action, these pastors terminated thelr

affillation with the synod and began to associate with the

62Keieer, ap. olt., p. %6,
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"i1ssouri saxons.“63 'ith the organization of the Lutheran
Church - Mlssourl Synod in 1847 efforts were begun to obtain
thess mission statlons. At the mesting of this synod in 1848
e report waes made on the correspondence wlth Fastor Loshe on
the status of the Indian mission =% “rankenmuthi

Ho anawer has until now been recelved to a request ad-

dressed to Pastor Loshe with regerd to sendling us a

formal document transferring the FPrankenmuth mission to

Synod. But the secretary (of the board) here takes oc=-

caelon to reggmmbnd this young »lant to the care of

Synod., . .

The followlng vear, 1849, the Misslon Board receivsd
the necessary statement of relinguishment for both Bethany
and rankenmuth signed by the ilasion Board of the Zvangellcal
Lutheran ilission in Leipzig and by Pastor Wilhelm Loehe of
fleuendettelsau in Bavaria.65 Both missgionaries, Johann J. F.
Auch and J,. ¥, Maler, also terminated their membership with
the Mlchigan Synod and repllied to Schmid's charges that they
and others had no genuine reasons for leaving the Synod.66
At its synodical meeting in 1850, the Missouri Synod learned

that the misslon stations at Sebewaling and Shebshyenk also

63“Bie Synode Michigan und ihre Heldenmisslon,™" Der

Lutheraner, II (August 8, 1846), 98-100., Also ieveste Nach-

richten von ungern jensaitlgen Freunden " Kirchliche Hit=-
theilungen aus und ueber Hord-Amerika, fio. 10 (18L48), 75-6.

6”@1‘&9’0!131‘, .2}2_0 GlE- » pp. 68-90

65"Uebergabsurkunde der Heidenmissionsstatlonen Franken-
mut und Bethenien in michigen," Kirghliche Hittheilungen sus
und neber Nord-Ameriks, Yo, 11 (1849), 8l-2,

66""

Erwiderung, " Der Lutheraner, VI (November 27, 1849),
5h-5.

A




hod been releasad to them.67

In poasesalion ¢f four Indian misslon statlons, Frank-
Monmuth, Ssthany, Sebswaing, and Shebahyank, the ¥issourl
Synod now sought to continue the orosperous work that had
been begun by Schmid and loehe. Instead of successfully

continuing the work, however, numerons difficulties arocse 8o

that at the end of 1854 only one Indian miesion, Bethany,
remnained in operation. One of the first missions to be
clecsed by the Missouri Synod was the one at Frankenmuth,
which was terminated in 1851, two years after the Syncd had
‘received it from Loshe. ﬁ%o causes regulted in Synod's ac-
}tion to end its Indian work at Frankenmuth. The satablish-

nent of Bethany as an Indlian misglon in 1848 caused meny In-

dlang to withdraw from Frankenmuth., Nor had the Indians any
further need %o send thelr chlldren to the Frankenmuth school,

vhen they could send them to R2zlerlein in Bethany. The re-

————

sult was thet in 1851 only the Indian doctor, his son, and

68 The reason that

resulted in its termination was Pastor Craemer's acceptance

son-in-law remsined on the migssion land.,

of the call as professor tc the Seminary at Fort ¥Wayne in

67?. E. Zretzmann, "Documents and Resclutions Pertaining
to the Lutheran Missions among the Indians in ¥ichigan, 1844-
18695" Cozoordia Higtorical Institute Suarterly, II.{January,
1930), 104,

681b1d., Be BLO7,
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1850.69 Synod thue resolved to close the miselon, saylng
that:
3ince through the resmoval of Pastor Craemer from thils
statlon the necessary forces for the maintenance of
this mission-station were no longer availlable, we bg-
lieve it to be the will of Cod that one should add thls
station to the other stations and no longer regard it
as an independent station. . . . The land of the
Frankenmuth misslon is to be sold, and the oproceeds sre
to be used to $BVer the extraordinary need of the other
Stﬂ.tiono - . -
The gecond nission to be abendeoned by the Mlssourl Syn-
0d was that at Sebewalng which was discontinued in 1853.
Tris mission had been onec of the earllest Lutheran misaions
erganized in #ichigan, VWhen the lisgourl 3ynod took pos- :
esgglon of this mission station in Huron County, it consisted
cf elgnhty acres of land, a dwelling, and a school house where

the miselonary, dohann J. F, Auch, taught sight to sixteen

pupils. In the neighborhood of Sebewalng lived another band
of about one hundraed Indians, whose chilef had been hostile to
Auch and had forbidden his Indlans to become Christlian. =He-
cently, however, he had become somewhat friendlier and had
pernltted them to s2ttend the school.71 lsslonary Georg
Sinke also labored ot Sebswalng together with Auch. Ilie had

been commigsioned by Sehmid in July, 1845, and assisted Auch

69Baepler, op. cit., o. 128, ©See also "Einiges ueber
lle Heidenmisslion in Michigan," Xirchliche Hitthellungen gus
und ueber Nord-Ameriks, Wo. 5 and € (1851), 33-%.
70Kretzmann, oo. cit., ». 107.

7l1pida., p. 104,
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for six yesrs, accepting a c2ll %o 3%. Peter's Evangelical
Lutheran Church at Helenville, "iscongin in 1851.72 Dunser
also served the Indisne at thls locatiocn but accepted & call
to Zion Lutheran Church =t Monroe, Michigan, in 184%, dying
there eicht vears later.’? ¥ith the sudden death of J. F.
Haler, miaslonary at Shebehyenk, in 1850, Auvch was now forced
to serve the Indians for whom Ysier had cared. In 1851 Synod
heeded the call of the Ghebshyank Indiane and Auch moved
there which was about six mlles from debawalng.74 Frcm She-
behyank Auch now gerved both the Indlans here and thoss at
his former station in Sebewaing. At thils time numerous Ger-
man innigrants settled in the nelghborhood of Sebewalng and
requested the missionary's services, so that he now was faced
vwith the nroblem of dlviding his time between the Indians and

the whites, YWith the increased arrival of the ilmmigront set-

—

tlers, the Indians began to withdraw from their {ormer
homes.75 hs n rzsult of these and other dlsappelniments, Iyn-
od in 1853 declded to close the mission at Sebewaing.76

One year after the Missouri Synod had discontinusd its

72Luckhard, op. @lt., p. 30.

Pehaavi oy

731pid., p. 29.
7k
Kretzmenn, op. cit., p. 106,

75F10rer, on. cit., I, 17. Also "Etwas ueber dle Hel-

denmigslonagstationen in ®ichigan," Kirchliche iittheilungen
aug und uebsr Hord-Amerikas, No. 7 (1852), 5b.

763aepler,.gg. oit., P 129,

|
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missionary activities at Sebewsing, 1t was compelled to
abandon 1%s work at Shebahyank. J. F. saler had labored hers
a number of years and gradually gathered together an Indian
congregation nunbering about forty souls, including a son of
the Indian chief, Me-gan—lg-isch-ik.77 Another chief, Hak-
tschigoma, however, did not respond to the misglonary's ad-
monitions and openly threstened the lives of some of the In-
dian converts.78 As a result of the excellent progress, &
church was dedicated in the summer of 1850. FPastor Auch ad-
dresgsed the Indlans and Pastor P. Grasbner spoke at the Cer-
man servlce, while Fduard Balerlein addressed the Indians in
the afternocn. A total of four pastors and three mission-
aries attended the dedicatory services besides the Indians
from Sebewnlng and Shebahyank and the German Lutheran set-

tlera.79

The prosperous congregation suffered a severe loss
ghortly after they had dedicated their church, when on HNovem-

ber 15, 1850, HMaler perished¢ in Haginaw Bay during a violent

80

stornm, #Maler had been returning home from Bay City where

?7Luckhard, op. olt., ». 35.

78"Missionsnachr1cht," Der Luthersner, II (lovember 12,

799Lutherische ¥isslonsnachricht," Der Lutheraner, VII
(October 1, 1850), 23. Also "Aus einem Briefe ces iiss.

Bxlerlein," LEvangeligeh-Lutherischeg lMigsionsblatt, No. 3
{February 1, 1851%, 3%—7.

80Luokhard., op. el ‘P. 35.
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he had purchased provisione for the mlssion, when a sudden
sauall capsized his boat drowning the mlsslonary and his
cempanion, a certain !Mp, Haushan, only one-half mlle from
ghore and six wilea from thelr destinatlon. Ten days later
the body of the twenty-seven year old Maler and that of hlsa
coiroanion were dlscovered.81 As we have already mentioned,
siaier's brother-in-law, Johann J, ¥, Auch, assumed the re-
sponsibllitles of caring for the Shebahyank mission. lHere
agsisted by the interoreter, Jacob Graverath, and by J. E,
Roeder, who labored at Zhebahyank from 1851 to 1853, and who
alsc marrled Dorothea Haler, the widow of the late missionary,
Auech continued the labors of the falthful Haier.sa

in order to curtail the costs of the missiovn and to
unify the mission program, 3ynod proposed in 1853 to unite
tne ;hebahyank mission with that of Bethany. On ¥riday,
November L, 1853, lissilonarles iileasler and Hoeder, Pastors
0. Closter and Ferdinand Slevers, and the interpreter, James
Gruett, departed for Shebahyank.C3 Once there they sought to
convince the Indlans to unite with thelilr brethren in Bethany.
After several meetinge, the Indians indicated their willing-
nees to unite with those st Bethany but requested that the

al"aiseionsnachricht,“ Der Lutheraner, VII (December 10,
1850), 63-h,

82Luckhard, QE_- cigc. pp- 3?‘8-
83,

£in Besush in 2hsbahyank, Mich. unter den rothen
Bruedern," Der Lutheraner, ¥ {4nril 11, 18s5h4), 131.
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merger take place at Shebahyank rather than at Sethany as

ah In order to deternlne the wlshes

the Synod had deslred.
of the Bethany Indlans, a conference was held wlth them 1in
February, 1854, and at that time the Indlans also indicated
thelr desire for a merger adding, however, that Bethany be
chosen as the slte of the merger.85 Returning once agalin
to Shebahyank the missionaries informed the Indians of the
declision to choese Bethany as the mlssion for both Indian
tribea. 'The Indlans agreed to the plan but requested a delay
until April at which time they hoped to be ready to migrate
to Bethany.86

This delay, however, proved tc be the ruin of the con-
templated merger and the end of the Shebahyank mission, for
during the interval traders induced the Indlang tc remaln at
Shebshyank and to forsake the Gospel. They told the Indlians
that they should not listen to their miséionary, that the
merger was a trick and that the Bible was a book of lies,
Heeding their pernicious advice, the Indians refused to go %o
Bethany and defected from the falth. Byldencing their apos-
tasy openly, Auch did everything possible to convince them

thet he was thelr friend, but they refused to return. Even

8%7pid., op. 132-33.

85“Baauch der Missionsstation Bethanien (Cratiot C.
¥ich.) im Febr. 1854," Der Lutheraner, X (May 23, 1854),
155“5 7 °

B61p14., ». 157.
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Miessler sought to resscn with them but to no avail.s? Syn-
o, therefore, could do nothing else but to close the mlsesion
and to sell the property. DBy 1855 Pastor Slevers wag forced
to report that "the bhsautiful place . . . is now in other

hands having been sold %o a Yankee."88

Cn Harch &4, 1855, the
faithfuvl misslonary, Johann J. F. Auch, wes installed as pas-
tor of the German Evangelical Lutheran Immanuel Congregation
in Sebewaing by the Reverend Ferdinand Sievers.89

Of the four Indian misslon stations acquired by the
Hissourl Synod in 18490 and 1850, only Bethany manifested any
degree of success. lHere Balerlein labored approximately five
years ameng the veople of Bemagsike prezching the Word of God
and teaching the native children. Often harassed by nernicicus
traders and ambitious Methodists, Ealerlein remained faithful
to his task and vlanted the seed which resulted in an organ-
ized congregation of fifty-eight souls poasessing their own
church and school building.’® Not only had the majority of
the Indians accented Christianity, but many or them had per-

manently settled on the mission land set aside for them in

87"Der Abfall der Gemeinde zu Shebahyank," Der Luther-
aner, X (August 15, 1854), 206,

88nzin Herbstag in Bethanlen," Der Lutheraner, XI (April
2L, 185s5), 143,

89Luckhard, op. cit., p. 25.
9°"Aus ¥lgs. Balerleins Bericht an die Synode von Ohio,*

Lvangel iech-Lutheriaches ®igsicasblatt, He. 12 (June 15,
1853), 177
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order to till the ground, The chief's daughter took the in-
itiative in erecting the first home in 1850. Thereafter,
others followed suilt with Balerlein supplying much of ths
naterial which mede the settlement possible.91 Balerlein
could write to the Ohlo Synod on January 3, 1853 that "the
might of hesathenism is completely broken znd cnly one family
8t111l lives sccording to the old customs, with all the others
either stending fira in the Christian faith or else zre ready
to become Christians, "2 It was, thus, a happy and sorrowful
Beilerlein, who left Bethany in that same yearﬁto enter 2 new
misslion fleld in India at the behest of the leivzig Mlssion
Soclilety. The Indiene had come %o love him and with tears in
their eyes they hade him farewell. And though he never re-
turned to his beloved Indians, he never Torgot them, remember-
ing the fender plant he had sown in the forest of Michigan --

a plant now to be nurtured by other handa.93

1Equard Balerlein, Im Urwalde (Dresden, Germany: Jus-
tus Naumann's Buchhandlung, 1889), pp. 135-41.

Zupug Misa. Balerleins Bericht an dle Synode von Chio,*
22. Oit. ] 'Q. 176-

93Ba1er1ein, op. cit., op. 163-75 describes the departure
scene,



CHAPTER III
THE WITHERING PLANT

With the departure of Hduard R. Balerlein to India, the
work at Bethany wes temporarily disorganlzed. Juring the
interim in which the Indlian mission had been without a2 duly
called and appointed pastor, the Indlans were served by Pas-
tor G, E, C, F. Slevers, chalrman of the Misslon Board. SEle-
vers remained at 32thany from the middle of May until the

';middle of June, 1853, preaching to the Indians in English,
while an interpreter translated the sermons. 3Balerlein's
asslistants, Strnat Gustav Herman Miessler, and Mr. Zlasfeldt
also labored with Slevers during this time seeking to keep
the Indians falthful fo the Word of God, which Balerlein had
preached to them. That Sievers'! labors were not in valn was
shown by = group of Indian women who came to Frankenlust in

a canoe to visit their pastor sometime 1ater.1

On June 26, 1853, Ernst CGustav Herman liessler was or-

¥:d.alned. and installed as missionary to the Indians in Bethany

Eby President F. C. D. Vyneken assisted by Pastor Sievers.?

laugust R. Suelflow, "The Life and Work of G. E. C. F.

Slevers, " Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XXI
(July, 1948), 77-8. Also ualter A. Baepler, A Century of
Orace (8t. Louig: Concordis Publishing House, 1947), ». 131,
who says that Sievers served Bethany until June 26, 1853.

zﬁaepler, op. olt., ». 131,
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Since the only order for the rite of installation was in
German, Yyneken and Wiessler had to translate it into Eng-
1ish thes day hefore the rite was to bhe nerformed, so that
the internreter would be able to translate the English into
Chippewa. On Sunday mornlng Wyneken preached and conducted
the entlre rite in English, asveaking only one sentence at a
time and always pesusing so as to-glve the interpreter time
to translate it for the Indiana. At the conclusion of the
service of installation, President Wyneken admonished the In-
dians to remaln Ffailthful to Christ and coumended them to
G‘od.3 lesgler was now ready to carry on the work of hils
vredecesgsor, Balerlein, and the mission was about to enter
1ts second nhase,

lessler was born on January 12, 1826, in the town of
Helchenbach, o suburb of Gorlitz, Silesis. His father, Carl
' Gottlod liessler and hig mother, Augusta Miessler, neé Ber-
ger, were pilous parents always interested in the spiritual

welfare of theinr children.u

After young Hiessler's confir-
mation in 1839, he decided to learn the weaver's trade, al-

though he had longed to hecome a missionary to Borneo like

38, @. H. ¥iessler, "Autobiography of £, &. H. }iessler,"

unpublished autoblography translated from the original Ger-
man by and in the possession of H, C., Miessgler, Columbus,
?gio, op. 12-3. Miesgsler had been ordsined in Germany in

ol 51.

“Ibid., pp. 1-2.
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his mele, Julius Berger.s Once he had completed hils aopren-
ticeshin 'ilesaler went to Neuklrach in the Kingdom of Saxony
where he found a pnoaltion and lived near his father's sister
and her huaband who was a teacher. It was while he was liv-
Ang in Neukirsch that ilessler again desired to beccae a
mlsslonary. A farewell address by a miasslonary of the Drea-
den Mlsslon Soclety, who was about %o depart for Rast Indla,
klndled in HMiessler's heert the memories of hig youth and
caused hlm fto write to his parents requesting their permis-
slon to enter intc missicn work.6

When he received the congent of his parents, Hileasler
notified his pastor who in turn made arrangements with
Director “raul of the Dresden Missionary Soclety for his
admisaion. He entered the mission school in Dresden in
1815,7 After several years of schooling during which time
the Mlaslonary HBoclety moved its headquarters to Lelpzig,
Mlessler was ready %o receive his commission. In 1851 he
and g certain man nemed Speer were ready to be ordained end
commigsioned for work in India. FHowever, Jjuat before the or-
dlnation was to occur, ¥issionary Balerleln had placed a call
for an assistant in Bethany. Miessler was chosen for the

positlon and now prepared to go to Michigan to labor among

5%.. ppo 3"4’.
S1nia. , D. 5.
710id., v. 6.
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the Chippewa Indlana.8

Shortly after hls ordination at a !Migsion Festival
Mieesler made the necessary preparations for his trip to
iMichlgan. He was completely outfitted and well supplied
with all needs, including a gun. Late in Sentember, 1851,
Mlesgler salled for the United 3tates, traveling with a
group of Bavarians bound for a colony in America and arriv-
ing in Saginaw, Hichigan, one month later. ©Soon Balerlein
arrived and together they rode fifty miles to Bethany.9
Once in Bethany, Miessler busied himself in studying the \

10

Chippewa language. By January, 1852, he began tc teach

the school children and made preparations to preach to the

Indians in English at the nocon services. 1l

Yhen Balerlein
was in Detrolt supervising the printing of hls Chippewa
speller and reader, !liessler conducted all the services,
prayers, and meetings, although he was not ready to address
the Indians in their own tongue.l? Thus, when Balerlein ac-
cepted the call %o serve the Leipzig Mission in India, ¥less-

ler had been well introduced to the work in Bethany.

81p1d., vp. 7-8.

%Ibid., p. 9.

10maug einem Briefe," Evangelisch-Lutherisches !Mlsglons-
blatt, Ho. € (iareh 15, 1852), &8.

1lupug einem Briefe," Evangeliggh-Lutherisches Misslong-
blatt, No. 7 (April 1, 1852), 109.

12M1easler, op. oit., w. 1l.
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Mieesler did not go unassisted in hils misselonary work
at Bethany, for in 1853 HMisslonary J. E. Roeder cames with
his wife, Dorothes, from Shsbahyank, working in Bethany for
two years.13 Roeder managed the school and pnreached at the
Sunday afternoon services, thus permitting Hlessler to de-
vote his time to other dutles. For severasl years the Bethany
thdian misgion continued to prosper; The Indians regularly
'attended the dlvine services and peverel new converts were
irecelived inte the Church, On the seventh Sunday after Trin-
ity in 1853, lilgssler baptized Mlsquanaquot, the father of
five children who had been baptized previcusly. Nelther the
migsionary nor the Christian Indians had believedﬂ%ﬁéf this
;ﬁtive would ever deaire holy baptiem, since he was too much
addicted to drunkenness and lust. However, since 1853 the
Indian and his wife began to attend the church services and
soon indlcated their desire to become Christians, though they
always delayed thelr baptlism. Heathenism had a strong grip
upon them. WNevertheless, Misquanaquot finally was baptized,
though his wife femalned a2 heathen. Another cousle at this

time also sought baptism, which greatly encouraged the mis-

131pida. After two years Rogder accepted a call %o
Fisherville, Ontario, and later served St. Petrli Congregation
at Arlington Heights, Illinols until his retirement in 1899.
Hle died there on February 21, 1902. &ee Charles F. Luck-
hard, Faith in the Forest (Sebewalng, HMichigan: published
privately, 1952), ». 38.

THIYY



51

alonary.ln
As in the past, the Methodlsts now sought to interfere

wilth Miessler's work and %o disrupt the progress of the mis-
gion., Vhen an infant accidentally fell into the Plne River
~u¥and drowned, the Methodists immediately utilized the occa-
slon to promote thelr own cause.15 They blamed the tragedy

on the fact that the Indians permitted themselves to be
16

taught false doctrine, which they then believed. Ylesgsgler
uged the Tuneral ssrvice to nreach a confessional sermon to
the Indians. He declared that although the Methodists had
accuged the grieving mother of picklng berries on the Sab-
bath and had said that this had been the cause of God's
wrath in permitting the accident, it was of greater lmpor-
tance to God not to become drunk than to break the Sabbath,
The miseionary's sermon prevented the Methodists from makling
any further accusations and seducing any Lutheran Indians,
“their mouths being stopped."l? At this same time o Meth-

odist chlef and his wife brought thelir oldest daughter to

#lesggler for 1nstruction.18 Thus,"durlng “ieszgler's first

W agngere Migsion," Der Luthersner, X (Qctober 11,
1853)) 2?-80

lslbid. ? pp' 28-9-

18uynsere ¥ission," Der Lutheraner, X (October 25,
1853), 34.

171p1a., p. 35.
1871pi4.
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years at Bethany as mlasionary, the tlethodists were unsuc-
cesgful in hindering the Lutheran misslon endeavor,

/7 The Indian school begun by Balerlsin alsc continued to

‘show promising results. In October, 1853, Miessler reported

in Der Lutheraner that, since ths Indiang had returned to

Sethany, the school attendance had increased. The sexes had
been instructed separately at this time, Roeder teaching the
boys while tilessler taught the glrls.19 Desides separating
the sexes, the schoeol itgelf was divlided into three classes.
lMlessler and Hoeder taught the Indian children Bible stories
by means of visual alds, showing them pictures of the storieﬁ‘
which they were studying. VYhile the older children 1earned{

the more difficult section of Luther's Smell Catechism, the

other children learned the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and
the Lord's Prayer. Sievera reported in February, 1854, that
although the children had made little progress in arithmetiec,
they gave a good account of themselves in reading and wrlt-
ing, many of them already reading the New Testament in their
own language.zo An indication of continuing success in the
Christian day school is noted in the Mission Board's recom-
mendation to Synod in 1854 where 1t was suggested that Beth-

any receive & new school house costing approximately one

191p1a.

2O"Besuch der Missilonsstation Bethanien (Gratlot C.
Mich.) im Febr. 1854," Der Luthsraner, X {(iay 23, 185%), 156.
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hundred and. twenty dollars.?l

Ye have already noted in the »revious chapter the #is-
sourl 3ynod's plan to unite the Shebahyank Indiane with
those at Bethany, a plan which only resulted in failure, 2%
The proposal had been suggested to ‘iegaler in 1853 by
Friedrich Yyneken, President of the ilssourl Synod, during
a vislt to Bethany. Yyneken belleved that since both con-
gregations were small, they coﬁld-well be served by one
ﬁiﬁsionary and one interpreter. He concluded his remarkse
by addling that "the Zebewalng Indiane were hardly worthy of
cur care 1f they could not be persuaded to move to Dsthany,"
a statement which iiessler considered "a rather hard re-
merk, 23 ¥iessler, Roeder, Slevers,and the interpreter,
James Cruett, visited the Shebahyank Indians in HNovember,
1853 and presented dynod's proposal %o them,2¥ After the
‘Indians indicated their desire to heve the Bethany Indiens
move to Shebahyank, a meeting was held in Betheny in Febru-

ary, 1854, at which time the Indisns received holy comumunion

21Achter Synodal-Bericht der Deutschen Evangellech
Lutherischen Synode von Migsourl, Ohlo und andern Staaten
vom Jahre 1854, . 14,

2ZSu'ora, pp. Ah2-4,

zaﬁiessler, op. cit., pp. 31-2. Hiessler means the
Shebahyank Indlans.

24"E1n Besueh in Shebahyenk, Mich. unter den rothen
Bruedern,” Der Lutheraner, X (April 11, 1854), 131-33.

il
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for the firast time. Yhen these Indians said that they de-
gired to remain at BDethany, Miesgler and the others agreed;as
But the contemplated merger never occurred, for, though the
Shebahyank Indians hed voted to unite with thelr brethren in
Bethany, the lies of certalin traders in 3hebahyank and else-
where resulted in thelr apostasy. Miessler and his inter-
oreter visited them shortly thereafter. He emphasized that
the misslonarizs had spnlied no pressure upon them tc move
to Bethany and that the traders had lied to them, wut ¢o no
ave11,?6 They remained adamant in their declsion. The de-
faecticen, howaver, did not affect the Bethany Indians excent
to cause them "terrcr, grief, and compasslon.“27
Balerlein had already realized the importance of having
the Indians settle on their own lend, build permanent homeg,
¥ end till the soll., He, thsrefore, induced numercus Indizans
to build for themselves log cabine and to ralse a few crops.
In 18654 zdditlonel lend wze obtained for the Indlans, Iilless-
ler purchased approximately eight hundred escres and most of
the land weas distributed in thirty to forty acre lots among
the Lutheran indisn families. The sale of some of the She-

bahyank mission property, smounting to 250, greatly as-

_ 25uBesuch der Misslonsstation Bethanien (Gratiot C.
tilch.) im Febr. 1854," op. cit., op. 156-57.
26M1essler, op. cit., p. 33.

27wper ALfall der Semeinde zu Shebahyank," Der Luther-
aner, X (August 15, 1854), z07.
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slsted Mieszler in making the purchase.za In 2 report to

Der Lutheraner in 1855 Sievers mentlons the purchase of 580

acres of land surrounding the Bethany wmission. Thals pur-
chagse probably was nart of the elight hundred acres mentionsd
above. Slevers states that 160 acres wers obtainsd from
anaculatora at three dollars per acre, while an additlonal
L20 acres were nresumably acqulred from the government at
#1.25 par acre., The Indians were so happy that they im-
mediately went to the land in order tc select thelr lo%s,
the scene calling %o mind Abraham's dealing with Lot.2?
They received the land from the migsionsry for mere cost.
¥any of the Indians vho had accepied the land and had faith-
fully labored on it, were able to nay scme of thelr debts
Tor the firast time in thelir lives. BStephan Pemagc jing »ald
an oldi debt of forty dollars, wnlle the widow of the former
chlef, Balome, raleed one hundred bushels of potatoes in
1854 and no longer had to beg frem others, 20

The first years of lilessler's full-time minlstry in
Bethany seemed to indlcate continued prosperlty, but these

appearances only nroved to be a mirsge. MNany svents now oc-

curred which eventually contributed to the cessatlon of mis-

281444,

291Ein Herbstag in Bethanien," Der Lutheraner, XI
(april 24, 1855), 1k1-bz,

304141 sg1onebericht, ¢ Der Juthgrggg;, XII (June 15,
1857), 173.
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gionary work at Bethany and the removal of the mission to
Isabhella County in lichigan. The splritual growth that
both the missionery and the Missourl Zynod had witnessed
in-the Bethany Indians and which had encouraged them to
réﬁew thelr efforts and rededicate themselves %o the mle-

glon program now turned into despalr. One of the earlliest

A\

%4ipdicatlona of the troubles to come occurred in 1855. The
Indians, not content %o grow their own food, continued to
beg for supplies. They let it we Known that the mission
owed them gomething for thelr adherence to the Christian
Talth and warned that 1 Hlessler would not comply with
thelr demands to supply them with thelr materisl needs,
they would either renounce thelilr Christianity or else
become Metnodlists. “When the ulesicnary cslled them
"Brodehristen' and pointed out thelr ain, wreaching %o
them the Law, they only called him a wrangler. Some even
united to have Miessler removed, requesting in his place
a misglonary who would be more amenable to thelr demands.
Nothing, however, seems to have come of this perniciocus
plan.31

Spilritual indifference and a number of defections also

nanifested themselves to the sorrow of Misslonary HMiessler.

AB early as 1855 the missionary noticed a certaln apathy in

J1uEin Herbstag ln Bethanien," op. cif., op. 142-43.
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“Fehureh attendance as well as vanity among the women, 32
Though holy communion had been offered to the Indians since
1854, many of them no longer desired to nartake of the Sac-
rament.>? To Miessler's further dismay = number of the In-
dlans returned to their heathen ways. Heathen feasts agaln
becamne prevalent and the heathen medicine men found opporuﬁ
tunity %o oractice their arts once more.qu With the excep-
tion of Bemagojing, most of the men no longer attended the
churcih services, so that services were attended almost pre-
dominantly by women and children.33 By 1858 things had be-
come almost intolerable, so that liessler said "that the
Lutherans should ve happy for those Indians who have died
in the falth and lie buried in the small church cemetery not
having to experience the present trials.“36

The increasing apathy manifested among the Indlans 1n<ﬁ
Bethany hindered HMiessler's labors among the heathen na- Eg
tives, who aaw no need for belonging to a cocngregation where1

the majority of the members dld not take their falth seri-

d2rnid., p. 142,

. 334Reigebericht," Der Lutheraner, XII (April 8, 1836),
34.

3b""’ce.‘i.sna Nach Bethanien," Der Lutheraner, XII (June 17,
1856), 174, :

.

35“Tissionaber1eht, op. ecit., p. 172.

36“Bericht uebsr aiy Indilaner Bethaniens, insondsrhelt

ueber dle, nelig entechlaferen, Der Lufherangg XV (August
24, 1858),
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ouslyfélﬂhen Slevers asked the heathen Indlan, %abigonsch-
kom,hwhy he delayed his baptism, he declared that he had
-not become 2 Christian since the baptized Christians did
not live any better than he. If baptism did not sffect any
change in those who had already been baptized, he was cer-
tain that 1t would not help him elther.3? In the summer of
1854 Miessler had been encouraged that the Indians living
near the lMaple River would accept Christianlity and settle at
Bethany. HNone of them ever seem to have accepted the Chris-
tian falth, however, since nothing is sald of them again.38
Thus, coupled with increasing internal difficulties, the
missionary was hindered from expanding his work to other
Indians. The mlssion ceased to grow!

As if these vproblemg were not enough, Hiessler's work

#was also endangered by outside forces which, perhaps more

than eny other, finally led to the dlscontinuation of the .

Bethany mission. The increasing tide of immigration as well
as the migration of many Tasterners to the Yest brought many

settlers to lMichigan, depriving the Indians of their hunting

37 "uissionsbericht," ov. cit., ». 174,

F8uper Abfall der Gemeinde zu Shebahyank," ov. cit., b.
207.
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grounds and hemming in the miasion.??ﬁ In 1855 Sievers,
chairman of the Misslon Board, reported that more "Yankees"
were 1living in the vicinity of Bethany and that thelr pre-
sence diminished the hunting grounds of the Indians. In the
same article the chalirman stated that many new ferms had
been established by these "English neighbors' near Bethany,
and that their influence upon tﬂé mission Indians was a
negative one, yTheir indifference in religious matters con-
tributed notlcéably to the attitude of the Indians, who,
emulating thelr white neighbors, also became apathetic to-
ward church and communion attendance. The female Indians
imitated their white counterparts in being more concerned
about thelr outward apvearnce than their appearance before
God.®0 It is interasting to note, however, that although the
increased number of white settlers curtalled the growth of

the misglon and finally resulted in 1ts resettlement several

Years later, Miessler did not heslitate to recommend suitable

land near Bethany to German farmers.ul Perhapg he hoped that

German Lutheran neighbors might prove to be a more wholesome

39Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American

People. Fourth Edition (HNew York: Apvleton-Century-Crofts,

Inec., 1950), p. 284. While 1,713,251 immligrants entered the
United 3tates between 1841 and 1850, 2,598,214 immigrants
came to the United States in the veriod of 1851 to 1860.

uo“Eln Herbstag 1in Bethanien,"” op. cit., op. 142-43,

Ylupuer Golinisten,® Der Lutheraner, XII (January 2,
1856), 79.
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influence upon the Indians than the "Yankees."
alf the farmers in the reglon of Zethany might prove det-

rimental to the welfare of the mission, the traders and the
Methodliasts were absolutely obnoxioua.<fFrom A, Craeumer to

E. G, H, llessler, constant reference is made to the ungod-
ly traders and the pernicious influence of the Methodists.
Wordas fall %o express the utter contempnt that Lutheran mis-
gionaries had for these two unrelated classes of peonle,

They had been one of the main causes for the collapse of the
Shebahyank Indian mission and were one of the main rsasons
why, 1n the final analysis, the Bethany Indian mission pro-
xﬂect wag forced to capitulate. Ez;;;ngm;gmlﬁj?ﬁﬁi?ssler
.says that the "godless traders and Methodists have ;éh;%ed
thelr activitles spreading 1les® sbout hia person as well as
his work.*2 These "1ies* directiy contributed to the de-“
fection of Lutheran Indisns. Thua, Hiessler painfully re-
corded in the same year the desertion of Feter Shegonebe,
son of the éaad chief, and Monica, wife of a Hethodist living
in Bethany, to the kethodists and added that a certain young
man named Johannes had also declared his intentions to Jjoin
the Methodiste.*3 1In his letters in 1858 the discouraged
migsionary is forced to write that most of the eleven Indian

families who formerly belonged to the Lutheran Church now no

4Z“Missionsberlch%,”‘gg. oAt Nen. 178
“31via., p. 174.
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longer lived in Bethany, having moved to the new reserva-
tion or scattered in the foregts., Of these a number had
renouncad their Luthersn faith and had affiliated with the
Methodlsts. Such was the case with Louls Pimojiwen, who,
having sbandoned hls legal wife and chlldren for the com-
panionship of the o0ld widow, Constantia Wase Jiwonogque,
unifted with the Methodlsts. Later his legal wife also de-
fected to that denomination.*® Another Indian, Peter She-
gonebe, had also become a prey for the Methodlats as well as
¥iessler's Indian nelghbor, Stephan Bemajoling, with hils
wife and chiL&ren.Q5 Mlessler concluded that the Methodliats
wers to blame for these defectlons as well as the Indlans!
redldivism to heathenlem due to thelr use of "teufliches
Treiben, Locken, Drohen, Luegen, Verleumden und was sonst
noch genannt werden koennte . . , wh6

If the machinatlons of the white settler, traders, and
¥ethodlsts and the infidelity of the Indians themselves con-

tributed to the decline of the Bethany mission, the/ new In-
sl

dlan policy of the United States government prozgﬁz£0"ba"tté'

e e et oy g ™
B e A =

b wyngere Miasion," Der Lutheraner, ¥V (October 19,

451b1d., pp. 35-6.

461via., p. 36. The only allusion made to the Bethany
¥lsgion by the Methodlsts 1s found in the 35th Annual Revort
of the Migsionarvy Soclety of Methodist Episcopal Church,
1854, p. 79 where it is reported that a portion of the Pine
River Band is under the ilfluence of the Lutheran mission.
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_death blow, Not antlclpating any vast westward movements

———

ment sought to confine the Indian tribes west of the i{ls-
slgsipoi. Thus, the Indian Intercourse Act of Juns 30,
‘ 1834, defined the Indian Country ss:
That part of the United States west of the MNisslasinpi,
and not within the states of {issourl and Loulsiana, or
the terrltory of Arkansas, and, slso, that part of the
United States east of the ilesissippi river, and not
within any state to which the Indlan tlitle has not been
extinguvished., . . 7
This vision of a truly permanent Indian frontier with the
whites east and the Indilans west thereof, seemed to attain
a certaln degree of actuality with the consummation, in 7
about 1840, of the removal policy. But the “vermanent In-
dlan freontier" remained an actuality only during the for-
tiea.us A number of events occurred which would destroy the
government's plan and lead %o the reservation program with
its blessings and evils. |
The Indian frontier disintegrated under a number of in-
fluences, chief of which was the annexation of new territor-
les by treaty or conquest. In the decade that followed 1840
the old western boundary and, with it, the Indian frontier

had changed. Texas was annexed in 1845; a treaty with Eng-

u7A1ban W. Hoopes, Indian Affalrs and Their Administra-
tion with Special Reference to the Far Vest, 1849-1860
éPhiladelphia: University of Pennsylvanie Press, 1932), ».

MBM' 3 P- 9.
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land in 1846 secured that porticn of the Cregon Country south
of the forty-ninth; and the vast Mexlcan Cession was sc-
guired bhy the Treaty of (uvaduluwe Hidalgo in 1848.“9 The
dlscovery of gold in Californla in 1849 wrought 2 host of
white men in search cf fortune. Further ilmmigrants came to
other parts of the er YWest optaining land and establishing
new communitlee. 3y thelr rapid immlgration into the Far
W“est, the whiltes coumpletely surrounded the Iadian Country,
8o that the latter became a lerge aberlginal lisland gur-
rounced by an ever lncresasing number of whites. With the
collapse of the Indian Jountry under the impact of the on-
rushing lmmigrants, the United States gcvernment was o=

pelled to inltiate a2 new Indian nolicy which bscame known

* a8 the reservatlon system. Thils prograax separated the In-

‘_@ians from mogt of the land that had been theirs and turned

1t over to the whites. It wes hoped that reservation life
wouiélﬁrlng to the Indians the white men's standard of live
ing by teaching them sgriculture and the varicus mechanie
and domestic arts.50 Une of the most lmportent institu-
tions to bring to the Indians this “good life" was the
Church, which erected eschools and chapels and taught young
and old the white man's religion and culture.

The Methodists early evidenced an interest in the re=-

“91pia., . 1.
501v1d., pp. 236-37.
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gervation system and nade nofable contributions tc itz or-

ganizatlon in Michigan. In 185L they suggested the abolish-

I
i
|
!
?T

ment of the old mlssionary policy of following the Indiens
in theilr hunte =nd fighing trips and proposed instead the
establishment of central locations, indueing the Indizns
"to settle around the church, schoclhousge, and »arschnage,
and become tilisrs of the soil. "5l By 1855 they had pre-
sented their plens %o the Indisn sgents in Mlichlgan who an-
oroved of this poliecy. Arrangemsnte were made at thla time 1
to establish twe Indien reservations at Iroguoils Point lo-

cated =t the lower end of Lake Superior, Hichigan and at a |
sinilar location in the Lower Peningulz.?2 One year later
the Methodists were ready to begln the work which would

£

make these reservations a reality. dNr, Henry C. Gllbert,
the Indian  agent, informed the Methodlste that he had ad-
vised the Indian Department that most of the treatlies were
about to expire "and that it was very desirable that a new
treaty should be m=de in common wlth all these Indlans, by
whieh they should ssttle together in one or two places, and
recelve lands in severalty; and thus become sgricultural

communitles."53 The Indian Department agreed to this poliey

5135§Q Annual Report of the Missionary Soclety of
Methodist Evniscopal Church h':';,%gtr, E i E

5236tn Annual Report of the Missionary Scclety of
Hethodist Eviscopal Q@MT;I%L p. 71-2.

. 533740 Annuel Revort of the Missionary Soclety of
Methodist Eniscopal Chureh, 1856, n. 6k,
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and declded that the Indians would be concentrated in two
reservations, one at Iroqueis Point and the other in Isa-
bella County. Hach Indian family wes to recelve elghty ac-
res and to each single Indlan man and woman would be given
forty acrea. In addltlon to these grants provisions were
to be made for the schools "and the most necessary mechan-
lcal and sgricultural arts.'S™ Vith the signing of the
treaty by the Indians and its ratification by the Unlited
Btates Senate, the Indlans of ¥ichigsan, including those in
Bethany, were rsady to migrate to theilr nsw homes.

\The Lutheran Church -- lMigsouri Synod did not avprove
of the lMethodist-government plan to gsettle the Indiansg up-
on a reservation in Isabella Countyﬂﬁ They reallzed only
too well thsat the reservation wouldwbe dominated by the
Hethodists who, with the financial assistance of the govern-
ment, would soon be able to erect sufficlent schools and
churches and thus control the spiritual life of the Indlans,
the Lutheran Indians included. Furthermore, in view of the
huge expenditure of funds to procure land for the Indians,
Synod was naturally reluctant to encourage the Bethany In-
dians to accept the government proposal. In fact, they
were not only reluctant, but did everything possible to
discourage the Bethany Indians from moving to Isabella

S¥1p1a.




66
County.>5
Hews of the contemplated removal ssems to have reachsd

Miessler sometime toward the end of 1854 or the beginning
of the followlng year. By the fall of 1855 the missionary
and others became alarmed. The preachers' conference in
Franksenlust early in October decided to send a delegation
of pastors to Bethany in order to warn the Indiasns not to
leave Bethany for Isabella County, as well as to admonish
them to take better care of thelr sgpiritual heslth. Pas-

tors H. Fick, O, Closter, and F. Slevers left Frankenlust

on October 11, 1855, and efter a rather difficult and tiring

Journey finally srrived in Bethany.56 Here Hiessler in-
formed them of the state of the mlssion saying that the In-
dlans had been in Detrolt and learned of the proposed re-
servation in Isabella County some forty miles from Bethany.
A congregational meeting was called at which time the In-
dlans were warned not to settle in the reservation for,
even though they might gain materlially, their spiritusl
life would be endangered due to their contacts with heathen
? Indlans and the Methodlsts. Only a few Indlans, however,
 8eem to have been affscted by the words of the commission.
The majority of them refused to commit themselves, so that

55%g1n Herbstag in Bethenien," oo. git., p. 14,
56“R31=ebericht,“ op. aik.;ip. :133.
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the results were uncertain.?? Sievers and Cloeter visited
Bethany again in Februsry, 1856, znd read a lettsr to the

=
&

Indians frem their former pastor, Zduvard Esalerleln, who was
serving the church in India. In his letter Balerlein told
them to remain falthful to the Yord of God, which he had
Tiret brought them.58

Desplte the vislts of the pastors and the warnings of
Mieasler, the Bethany Indians remained indifferent to their
splrltuel welfare and obstinate in thelr decislon to leave
the misalon. Sither near the close of 1856 or early in the
new year, Hiessler called a congregationzl meeting and
pleaded with the Indians to tell him what their intentions
were 1in regard to the government's offer of eighty acres
for each Indlen family. All of them declared that they had
already selected their land and only two men, both of whom
were indifferent to the Christisn faith, stated that they
had not as yet chosen any land.s9 Because of these 4iffi-
culties Sievers and Cloeter made snother visit tc the mls-
gion remaining two days in Bethany. When a congregational
meeting was called for & Sunday afternoon, not enough In-
dlans aasemﬁled and so the meeting had to be postponed until

Yonday afternoon. Mostly women attended the gathering,

571vig., . 13.
581Reise Nach Bethanien," gp. g¢it., ». 174.
59uMigsionsbericht," op. git., p. 173.
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though the chief, Naglschlk, snd the heathen, Wabligonsch-
kom, were also present. The mzjority of Indilans evidenced
noe sincere repentance and appesred determined te move to
Igabells County. Vhen the one hundred year old Sarsh and
geversl other women pleaded with Sievers and Cloeter nct to
terninate the misglon and to maintain it for the =sake of the
Indian youth, the pastore acqulesced. Perhaps the Holy
Spirit might still regenerate the Indians, so that once
agailn they would love the Lord, thelr God.6°

The year 1859 seemed to offer scme hope for the contin-
uance c¢f the Bethany misslon. 0ld Barahis death on fpril
12, 1859 aifected scue of the Indians, She had been a falth-
ful member and a true discinle and shortly before her dezsth
she confessed her falth, gaylng how needful and how neces-
sary for sselvation 1t was to submit one's self 4o God's
Word. Sarsh was buried on the following Fridey and dMiessler
preached the funeral sermon using as hls text Luke 2:25-32.61
In the same month Miessler baptized the infant son of lMagda-
lena and the youngest child of the chilef, Naglschik. NHagda-
lena, since the baptiasm of her child, had begun to attend

church services agaln.62

6°LQLQ., p. 174. Vabigonschkom appears also as Vabl-
gomchkom, though the former spelling is preferred.

6l"Miasionsbericht," Der Lutheraner, XVI (March 6,
1860), 115. Sarsh wos 110 years old when she dled.

621p14., pp. 115-16.
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In the spring of 1856 Sievers, accompanied by the sec-
retary of the Higeion Committee, Jd. L. Fuegle, visited
Bethany and weg heartened to notice an improvement in the
apiritual condltion of the Indisns, ©Slevers ceme %o the
mleglon once again in Jduly of the gane year. The Sundsy
gervice was Tairly well attended by women znd children, the
men being absent on buslness. Although wany Indians had
moved to the reservaticon in Isabella County, several had re-
turned and declilded to live agein in Bethany. Hieseler, in
a letter dated Novewber 29, 1859, reported that the familles
of Wabl, Hisgusanaguot, and Pisrre also had returned to
Bethany, =o that the future sppeared somewhat brighter than

63

befors, Perhaps the most Joyous news of the ysar came
from Miessler, whno announced thet he had now mastered the
Chippewa language sufficiently to enable him to preach to
the Indlans in thelr cwn tongue. The interprster's ser-
vices now were no longer requlred and he was diemigsed. He
8%11l resided in Bethany, however, and occaglonslly as-
gisted the mlssionary in his dutles Tor which he received
remuneration.sﬂ

The encouragements of 1859 were short lived and the

happiness which Miesgler had experienced in the return of

geveral Indipn families vanighed almost as socn as 1t had

631pia., p. 116.
6h1p1a.
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comg, By the end of 1859 the Indisns had elacted to reside
in Iaabells County. That same ysar the elderly ¥abigonsch-
kom vislted Hilazsslar and told him that although the Indlans
were determinad %o remaln on the new resdervation, they were
8t111 desirous %o have him asgs their migsionary. The In-
ﬂians promised Lo be more regular in their church attendance
if Hieasglsr would eome and live with them, 65

At the tenth Synodical conventlon of the Migsourl
Synod in 1860, Pastor Sievers denicted the condition of
3ethany to the delegates, sayinz that the Indlans had taken
up permenent residence on the reservation in Isabella County
vielting thelr formsr mission only oceasionally. The Mig-
slon BHoard had hoped $o convince the Indisns to return %o
Bethany but 2ll thelr nleas had proven futile. As a resnlt
of the new situation, Slevers, in behalf of the Hission
Board, requested information as to the polisy which should

be followed regarding the Indians.66 Following Slever's re-

% port, s hasted dsbate ensued with some of the delegates ad-

vising Synod to terminate its Indlan mlesion program in view
of the meager results and to direct its energles to the un-

churched Germans. Others argued for its continuation, re-

65"Den lieben Hisslonsfreunden zum neuen Jahr," Der
a&&ggggggg XVLL (January 22, 1861),

_ ®zennter Synodal-Bericht der Allzemeinen Deutschen
.@!.aa--wg_m . m_.(_noae von Hissouri, Shlo u. a. Staaten Yom
i.ﬂl.‘lz.g. E_Q.u p. 65
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minding their trethren that Synod had not entered the Indlan

misalon field with the hovne of recording great successes

and mzge conversicne, but because God had commsnded Synod

to vreach the Gospel to these heathen znd not only to those
of thelr own race and natlionality. The defenders cf the
indisn miseslon endeavor added that Synod should rathsr thank
God for what He had done. 1Inasteadl of complaining about the

heathenlsa of ths Assrlean Indians, thess delezates advised

thelr Trethren to redouble thelr effcrts in thelr behalf.ézt

Having ceoncluded the dlscussion, the delezatas cast their—
Rallots and Zyncd resolved to continue the Indisen missions.
Hlessler was advised tc follow the Indlans to Isabella

County and there to continue hls missionary labora.68

The mission propsrty at Bethany was not dlsposed of

imzedlately. Misgsler temporarily rented the missilon farm
%o his brothsr-in-lsw, a lr, Hayer, though 1t is uacertalin
how long thiz lease remainad in effect.69 In July, 13855
3levara reported that the o0ld church in Sethany had %o be

torn down and that the horaes, which had been used on the

681b1g., D. 70. At the conventlon Missionary :lisasler
preached in the Chippewa language, with Heinrlch Craemner,
gon of Pastor August Craemer, acting as interpreter.

69“Missionsbericht."-ner Lutheraney, XVIII {November
27, 1861), 61. Also Miessler, op. git., p. 39.




72
risslon farnm, were scld for §255.7° Cne year later, Pus-
tor Slevers wrote that the pisslon farm in Dethany had been
gold te Peter Uruett, brother cf James, the former inter-
rreter, Howvever, the old Indian cemetery reueined the
nreperty cf aynod.?l Here the Indlang, who hod died in
the faith received Christisn burizl. Desides %the graves
ol nine chlldren, there were four adults burlied in the
cemetery, lncluiing UVlessler's first wife, Johanna, who
died in childbirth on July 22, 1857 and wae burled together
with her child, The first Indlan sdult to be buried in ths
cemetery was Fauline, who dled on Jums 21, 1852, while the

aext 24ult was a man, who dled on June 2§, 1854. Thes last

(s

ault tc be interred was Isask, whe dlesd on Hovembsr 15,

‘57_72

d
L

“lessler's 1life in Bethany had been a difficult cne.
Isolated from eivilization with ilnadequete fransportation
and with unreliable roads, travel was hazardous. During

the warm seasons he traveled by cance 2nd in the winter by

704Banicht ueber die Mission unter den Indlanern,"
Der Lutheraner, XXI (August 15, 1865), 186.

?l“ﬁiseions Hericht des Pastor Sievers,” Der Luther-
aner, XXIII (Wovember 1, 1866), 36. Baepler, gp. cii., p.
133 says that the property at Bethany was transferred to
Concordia College in Fort Wayne, to be held in trust for
S8ynod, However, only the Indian cemetery rewalned in syn-
ofleal hands.

721Ban1cht ueber die Indlaner Betﬁanlens. insonderhelt
ueber dle, Selig entschlafenen,” on. c¢it., pp. 4-5.
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slelgh to purchase needed flour from a mlll over forty
miles away. Such trivs were frequently frought with dan-
ger, On one cold winter day in 1855, while riding through
the dense forests, Mlessler's saddle became loose and he
wag thrown from hls horse, whlch immedliately became shy and
ran off. “Only by the grace of God," wrote the missicnary
later, "was I able to free my foot from the stirrups and
thus save ny life. I would most certainly have been killed
if my foot had been caught in the stirrup."73 On another
occaslon Miessler's sleigh struck a shovel hidden in the
snow, causing hig horse to run away and throwing him from
the sleigh. Vhen he arcse, the misslionary discovered that
he had fallen in front of a large tree stump. Had he held
on to the reins but a fraction of a second longer, Mlessler
might have been killed in the fall.?u A state road which
would run through Bethany wes basgun in 1859.75 Although
this might have had lsssened some of the dangers of travel,
Hlessler was unable to enjoy its advantage, since Synod re-
sclved %0 send him to Isabella County one year later.

{lessler had come to America in 1851 unmarried and re-

73M1esaler, op. ecit., p. 15.

?%LQLQ,. D. 45.
?S"Hiaalonabericht,“ Der Lutheraner, XVI (Harch 6,

1860), 116. Miessler also mentions the bullding of the
first roads near Bethany by some lumbermen in 1855. See
lilessler, gn. git., p. &4,
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mained a bachelor until his marrisge to ¥lss Johanna Pinke-

pank on November 23, 185&.?6 The marrlzge was a happy one,

though brief, OUne year later the klesslers were blessed
with & baby daughter, whom they named Theodora. 7 Shortly
after Hiessler's return from Hinnesota in 1857, hls wife
neared the time of her second confinement. Serlously 111,
Mlessler was unable to obtain medical help for his wife.
She died before her child was born on July 22, 1857, and
was burled in the Indian cemetery, the only white person %o
be buried there. Shortly before her pailnful death and be-
ing unable to speak, she notlced several gquaws standing
beside her bed. With her last bit of strength she raised
hergelf =nd volnted uwpward, as if %o 1indlcate that she
would soon be in heaven and to admonish the squaws tec strive
for that which is above.78 Miesaler remarried in 1858,
taking the widow of Pastor ¥. Flok as his wife., After the
death of her first husband, she had been living in Detrolt,
together with her daughter Dorothea, at the home of her
brother-in-law, Pastor Herman Figck. On December 13, 1858

their first son, Carl Friedrich Otto, was boran in Beth-
-

76"Bethanlen,"~Ev ngeliech-Lutherisches Misslonsblatt,
Ho. 10 (May 15, 1855), 15l. ngee also Hiessler, op. cit., ».
13. His wife's brother at this time was a pastor ln bBuf-
falo, New York,

77M1easler, op. cit., ». 20. Theodora died shortly
after her confirmation in Saglnaw, Michigan.

?81p1a., pp. 30-1.
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any.79
In 1855 Miessler's two brothers, Bruno and lierman,
and his sister Augusta, came to Amerlca to live with thelr

80 ane year later Hlsessgler's

misslonary obrother in Bethany.
father, Carl Gottlob Hiessler, arrived in America to live
with his son in Bethany, his second wife having dled on
June 12, 1856 at Rothwasser near Goerlitz.8l The old
gentleman brought with nim the missionary's brother,
Robert, with his wife and two children, as well as his
yYounger brother Theodors, the ftwin brother of “runo .82
These twins, Bruno and Theodore; later studied in the in-
stitutiong of the Migscuri Synod and entered into the
minlastry in which both served for mors than forty-five
years,®3 Commenting at a later date on his call to labor

ameng the Indians in Amsrica, Miessler wrote:

The Lord gave me ccursge and willingness to follow His
eall, And today, after wmore than sixty years, when I
think of the Lord's wondrous guldance I must re jolce
with the plous writer when he says, "Gott hat es wohl

bedacht und alles alles wohl gemacht, gebt unsernm Cott

7922;@., P. 52, Her maiden name had been Hunnlng.

80Ibid., po. 16, 46, llessler's sister was married
four years later, on November 1, 1859, to a Hr. Heyer from
Saglnaw, the missionary brother himself performing the cere-
monles. See "Missionsbericht," Der Lutheraner, XVI (March -
6, 1860), 116. Here his name is spelled "Heler,®

1ﬁiesaler, on. oit., ». 1.
82 '
1bid., p. 6.

831b1d., p.’ 8.
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dle Ehre." And what is the reason for my pralse and
thanks to God for His graclous and wondrous guldance
which I was permitted to recelve? If is two-fold:
God has permitted me to reach a great age in this
country while all my collssgues who went to Indla have
long ago devarted from this vale of tears into ever-
lasting bliss. The second reason for which I owe the
Lord praise and thanks 1s that in the course of years
four of my brothers, one slster, and after the dsath
of my mother, my father came to North America. They
all left the Unlon Church of Prussla where they had
ungodly preschers and &oinad the Lutheran Church of
Missourl Synod, . . .84 :

B41p14.
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CHAPTER IV
A FUTILE TRANBPLANTING

The York of E, G, H, Mieseler in

Isabella County, Michigen, 1861-1868

. G, H, Miessler left Bethany with a sad heart. Here
he had labored with Balieriein for two years and later contin-
ved the work of his nredecessor from 1853 to 1860, Here also
he had laid his beloved wife, Johanna, to rest in the Indian
cemetery adjncent tc the mission. When he had received Syn-
od's approval to move to the Indian reservation in Igabella
County, liichigan, and live with the Chippewa Indlane, the
misslonary hsd hoped to arrive zt his new mission field by
January, 1861.l Due to the impssszable roads, however, iiess-
ler and his family were unable to leave Bethany for the In-
dian reservatlon until fthe next month.? Onece he and his
family had trsveled the thirty niles from Bethany to Isa-
bella County and had arrived safely at his new mlssion
fleld, the missionary ourchased the claim to 160 acres for

€120, He found that the land already possessed a house and

l“Den lieben ¥issionsfreunden zum neuem Jahr," Der
Lutheraney, XVII (January 22, 1861), 95.

z"ﬁissionsbericht," Der Luthera , XVIII {November 27,
1861), 61.
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& abeaft had boan aunk for & well, 1% was also only one =2ils
fron Hount Pleagssnt, the cewnty seat, =2ad, einee various Iine
dien forllics 1ived near H“ownt Pleneent, ¥iesgler bLelleved
thet he bhed echosen a Tine loeetion fron whieh %o begln hils
misslonary 1abura.?

The Indlan peservetion sonfslned phout eight hundred
Indiang conpriaing three Chipnowa 4ribss, novely the lnge

inaw, the Utvan Oreek, and the Hlesek flver baniis, Al though

the govarnmant hed encouraged the Indisne to zettle on thelr

lande and ralse crops, many of thes continued te display
thiely netursl traits of roasing frow cohe pluce to another in
seaﬁnh ef food, thus saking issionary work extromely dife
fieult.” Zenides ilevsler, the Metholdlate wers the only
other misslonspies whe labored among these resorvation Ige
disns, Yhen Ylesaler arpived in lsabella County, the
Pothodlats had alvesdy erested ome chursh Luilding and twe
gchool housss, Twe white =issliconaries and ssversl full-
Picoded indlans and half-breeds worked to make Hethodlam %the
dosinant f2lth in the eeservaticon and had at thle tike ape
nroxinately one=third of the Indlang afrfiliasled with the

Luohas | o
Bay® Shat tho 1~

glao "Aus Nord-dmerike,” ¥an .
st Ho. 71 (dovember 1, 1861), 27, WJIO_
0 aoves v tﬂrua«ruurths of & mila from

-

fount Flzassat.

mén‘*“ﬁmazanamm@m. er Luthersner, YVIIL (Hovesber 27,
. 1E3s, L.
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Methodist Episcopnal Church.5 lessler was soon to learn
that Methodlsam would prove a Torece to be reckoned with.

After establishing himeelf in the new mleglon fleld,
Miesgler commenced his labores, vislting the Indiane whe hsd
forwerly lived at Bethany and whec had worshlped at the In-
dian chapel. The nmlsslicnary wns heartened by the respon-
slveness of hls wmembers and hoped that he scon would be ab-
le to gather together the Indilans, who had left Bethany,
into & firm and falthful ceongregetion. WYablgenschkom, who
had visited Hlessler in Bethany in 1859 to urge him tc mi-
grate te this new location, offered his house to the mis-~
silonary ae a place for “undsy worship. The attendance at
divine services wasz generally guite good but the conditions
for worship left much to be desired. Hany interruptions dis-
4 turved the solemnlty of the Sunday service and Miessler found
hlmself freduently competing with the shouting of children
end the berking of dogs.é FHicgsler was particularly gratl-
fied %o find that many Indians, who had formerly lived in
Bethany and who had been affiliated with the Lutheran mis-
slon there, still ccnfessed the falth wherein they had been
baptized. Some of the Indlans remembered Professor August

Craemer when he had been thelr miassionary in Frankennuth and

51b3d. Ses also "Aus Nord-Ameriks," op. cit., p. 326,
which lists only two Hethodlst schools.

6"ﬁ1esioneberioht,“ Der Lutheraner, XVIII (December 25,
1861), 77.
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gpoke of him ag one who had brought them %o the knoviedge of
galvation.’ In lieceler’s mind the futheran nicslien epdeavor
had proven 1tg wverth and, although the Lutheran wissionsries
could not point to any outetanding conqueste, they cowld ale
waye rejeice ln the Xnowledge that a few Ilndlans hed found
ghelyr ‘avier. As fur sz Vlegssler was coancerned the Lutheran
Migelon had been vindloatedl

Tie miaslonary was further enccuraged in his work when
he adulalstersed holy bvaptism to an Indlax child zometimse in
1861. ‘The pupents, relatives of Vablgonaschitom, had been
formar Hothodiats., Por the past two years they had baoone
disastialisd with that denomination because they found no
peace In the Jdethoedliet deectrine, Through the initia%lve of
Wmhlﬁcnachkom, thoy became acouainded with Minsssler's ncc:
Vioes. Convinced that the mlssionaryls worls ware trua,
they presenied thelr child to Miessler Tor haptism, $he first
Indian %o bae bapilzed by hlm in the nsw misslon fial&.a In
July, 1861, Micesler baptized the child of unnamed Garman
parents whe had cowe to Izaballa CUounty from Chio where they
had beloaged to the "Union Church, * They were happy to find

a Lathepan nagtor in Isabellas County and indlcated thelr de-

T1ead., ov. 77-8.

Ssrortastzun 41 | . -
_ : @ dea #issionabsrichts,® Ler Luthsraner,
XVIII (February 5, 1862), 101. ;
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gire to adhere %o the true Lutheran falth.”

Encouraged by the fine progress that his miaslion had
been maklng, Mlessler began to plan the erection of a church
glmilar to the one in which the Indlans had worsghiped in
Bethany. The Indians themselves spoke to llessler about
having a church of their own, so that he made arrangements
to vurchase one acre of land from the Indilans on which he
would build his church.l® In the late fall of 1861 build-
ing overations were commenced and the work wae completed
soon afterward excent for the 1nterior.1l In & short time
thies fco was finished and the bullding was ready to be used
for church services. Upon the request of the Indians, Mless-
ler brought the church bell that had announced the time of
worship 1n Bethany and installed the bell in the new church
on Easter Sunday, 1862, 12 Although the migslonary thanked
¢od that he and his Indians possessed a house of worship,
he nevertheless rezlized that if his missionary labors should
becone more effective, two mission stations, each having its

own chapel, would be needed. Hiessler already had two

?1bia.

e

1043158 10nsbericht, * Der Lutheraner, XVIII (December
25, 1861), 77.

1luyisglonsbericht usber Gabitawigama in Minnesota und
Isabella County in Michigan," Der Lutheraner, XX (November
1 ? 1863) » 37.

127114, Ses also "Nordamerika," Ev f%gﬁgﬂzlgﬂhf
es Missiongsblatt. No. 13 u. 14 (July 1 u. 15, 1863), 218.
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geparate mission stations glx miles avart from one another
where he had to conduct separate services. Thus, as early
a8 larch, 1861 he suggested that two separate chapels be
erected and another misslonary be sent to labor on the re-
servation, a suggestlion which unfortunately never was re-
alized.l3

Early in his ministry to the Indians in Isabella Coun-
ty, Hiesasler scught to open s school for the children. The
fact that the Methodlists already had s monopoly in educating
the Indians and had recelved federsl 2id so as to operate;7;
thelr schools and bulld new ones, made it imperative for‘
“iegsler to organize his own school. ¥ Without a Lutheran
school, Lutheran Indian children had to depend upon Metho-
dist teachers in Methodist schools for their education. The
scattered condition of the Indlans and the lack of addition-
al help, however, prevented the missionary from opening a
school, It was impossible for him to minister to the In-
dlans and at the same time to instruct the Indian children
daily in a school. Moreover, prior to the erection of the

church, no building was availlable in which he could instruct

13“Hisaionsb°rlcht " Der Lutheraner, XVIII (December 25,

1861), 77.

1“E1rter Synodal-Bericht der sllgemeinen ,vagg -1ley
éxﬂaéﬁ von Higsouri, Chio u a Staaten vom Jzhre 1863, ».
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the childran.15 With the constructlon of the mlesion chapel,

the hope of organizing a school became g reality. An Indlan
agent accosted Hlessler and asked him ir he would be willing
to permit the church to be used as a school bullding during
the week, since thes Indians had requested a school in fthelr
midst.. The use of the chapel was To be a temporary ar-
rengement unitll a school house could be bullt for the In-
dlans, illegeler naturally granted the request and as soon
a8 the banches had been installed in the building and the
misslon chapel had bsen dedicated, the school was inltiated.
A teacher suoplied by the Indian agent taught the chil-

dren.16

Jomewhat later, probably in 1865, the government
asked Yiessler to teach in one of the public schools, a
Dosition he accepted. Here he was permitted to teach the
Catechliem and 2ible History, which gave him the opportunity
to present the Lutheran faith to the Indlan children.l7

&= As we have ameen, iiesgler had purchased a clalm for

160 acreg of lznd in 1861 and here he had established the

15aaug Nord-Ameriks," Evengelisch-Lutherisches lils-
onsb » No. 21 (November 1, 1861), 333.

16411 ss10nsbericht ueber Gabltawigams in Hinnesota und
Isabella County in Michigan," op. clt., ». 37.

17“Misslonsb3rlcht des Pastor Slevers," Der Lutheraner,
XXII1 (November 1, 1866), 35. 3See also August R. Suelflow,
"The Life and Work of G. H. C. F. Sievers," Concordis His-
torical Institute Quarterly, XXI (October, 19h8?, 101.
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mission.1l® Either in 1862 or 1863 the government placed the
land on open market and the miesiocnary obtained full title to
the 160 acres for twe hundred dollars, which was paid from
the mission treasury.l® A log chureh had bsen built in 1861

and 2 barn the following year.zo

When lisssler had acquired
the property, a small log cabin was 2lready on the land. He
and his famlly had made it their home, but in 1862 he ex-
pressed his desire to build = larger building.?l Wothing
materialized, however, untll the spring of 1865 when Miessler
began to erect a new and larger home for himself and his fam-
11y.%2 iiessler's new home was completed at the end of that
sane year, the bdbullding expenses having been pald from the
meney that had been recelved from the sale of the misslon
farm in Bethany. It afforded the missionary and hils family
conslderable rocm, so that Hiessler let it be known that he
could accommodate two mission students.?? 8Sad to say, how-

ever, the additiocnal rooms would never be used for that pur-

pose, UHlith the exceptiocn of Helnrich Craemer, son of Fro-

18zupra, v. 77.

19"Missionsbericht ueber Gabitawigama in Hinnesota und
Ieavella County in Michigen,® op. git., ». 38.

201114,
2lrpig.

22u8gpicht ueber dle Mission unter den Indianern,” Der
Lutheraner, XXI (August 15, 1865), 186.

23“M1aslonabericht des Pastor Slevers," oo. cit., D. 36.
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fessor F. A, Craemer, who had agsiatad “legsler in Isabella
County in the summer of 1861, no other mlssilonary or mission
gtudent came to the reservation to labor among the Indlans.zu

When Mlegsler left Bethany and followed hig Indians to
their reaervation in Isabells County, he was full of enthu-
slasm and hope. Iis had planned %o continue and enlarge his
migelon work among the Chippewa Indians gatherling the Indians
in one or more congregations., YWith the asslstance of another
mlsalonary, he hoped to expand his work to include other In-
dians and to instruct the natlves in one or more schools.

The first few yeare that Miessler worked in Isabella County
gesmed to suvbstantiate hls fondest dreams, for the Indians
gave every indleation that they would remain trus to the
Lutheran Church and that they earnestly desired to grow in
gracs. diessler was encouraged and his early letters and
reports reflected that ovtimism. The new misslon seemed to
prosper; the tender plant apveared to grow and bear frult.

It soon appeared that the firet impressions, which
Milessler and the others had intervreted as signe of growth
and prosperity, were actuwally the last gesps of a dying mis-
slon. The seed which Baiserlein had gsown and Miessler had

watered was not pgrowing at all out was in reality at the

2“"Fortsetzung des Missionshericht,”" op. cit., 101.
HMlssionary Ottomar Cloeser in Minnesota complained sbout the
fact that Helnrich Craemer had been sent to Miessler that
Summer and not to him. See "Missionsbericht,” Der Luther-
aner, XVIII (Uctober 2, 1861), 30.
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point of death. sllessler's untiring ninistry had fallen on
dsaf ears. The Indlans who had promlsed faithfully to at-
tend the divins services again drifted into theilr former in-
difference. As early as 1863 3levers reported that Hlessler
hed complained about the gmall number of worghipera., At
times the attendance was so poor that the services were com-
pletely disbanded.zs Hor did things imorove in 186k and in
1865. Mission work became increasingly more Aifficult with
the frequent absences of the Indians on their hunting trips
and the enlistment of some Indians in the Union Army. Al-
80 at this time “iessler lost one of his faithful nembers,
the widow of the chief, Haglschik, who died in 1864 and had
been faithful until her death.?6 In the fall of 1866 Pastor

bSievers was Torced to report further dietressing news. Host

of the Indians, who had come from Bethany, had followed other
doctrines and many of them jolned the Methodiste. Others had

elither become indifferent or had completely fallen from the

faith, so that the church was empty.27 In the wcrds of the

missionary, Pastor Hiessler, "the lndlens have left thelr

25uy3 ysicnebericht ueber Gabitswigama in Minnesota und
Isabella Ceounty in Hichigan,* op. cit., ». 37.

26”Ber1cht ueber dle Mission unter den Indianern," opb.

M' 3 .0. 186-
2?“Miaelonsber1cht deg Pastor Sievers," op. git., ». 35.
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first love."28

Kiessler's health during the remaining years that he
gpent in Isabelles Ccounty =z Lutheran misslonary to the Chip-
pewa Indians had been 1mpalred; ec that he oftean was physic-
ally unsble to perform his duties. Chortly after he had ad-
ministered his firet baptism in the newly erected church,
Mleszler became qulte 11l and was unabls teo resumne hilsg la-
bors untlil the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 4s a result
of his confinement the most advantageous time in which to
ceaduct dlvine services was loat, for when he had recovered
from his illness to take upn his work again, the Indlans were
ready to leave for their fall hunting trip.29 In Feoruary,
1€67 the wlssionary complained about an "obatlnate cold in
the head" which he had caught while traveling to taglnaw
Clty in crder to attend a pastoral conference. iiessler,
nevertheless, eadeavered to teach in the school, though he
complalined that hls entire nervous system hadl been weskened
by the illneas.30 That he had not sufficiently rescovered by

the summer is seen by the fact that he was unable to attend

the convention of the ¥issouri Syned in 1867. Besides his

“8uy1gsicnsbericht," Der Lutheraner, XXIV (August 1,

1868), 181. _
29“Hordamer1ka,“ Svangelisch-Lutherisches ¥isgiong-
blatt, Ro. 13 u. 14 (July 1 uw. 15, 1883), 218,

30"Hlsalonsbericht," Der Lutheraner, XXIV (August 1,
1868), 181.
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own i1llnesas at this time, Miessler's famlly was also
plagued with sickness, hieg oldest scn belng ill with tuber-
culosis.31
The discouraging reports concerning the Indlian mission
work in Isabella County, counled with iFiessler's verscnal
difficulties, caused the liassourli Synod to restudy its en-
tlre Indisn mission program in order to decide whether or
not it should be discontinued. At its convention of 1866 in
Fort VYayne, Synod closely examined Sievers, the chalrman of
the iission Hoard, on the progress of the Indlan missions
both in Minnegota and in ¥lchigan. In view of the meager
success which llegssler had experienced, many of the dele-
gates were in favor of terminating the entire Indlan mlssion |
endeavor., Sievers, however, awakened new hope in the pro-
gram and urged 1its corn::|.nuf.uwe.‘32 Both Synod and Profesgor
F. A. Craemer also reoprimanded iiegsler saying that he should
gpend more time with the Indians and not act as 1if he were
¥ dealing with a German congregation. Craemer added that when
he had been an Indian missicnary in Frankenmuth he had found
adequate time to serve both his colonists and the Indians.

Surely, concluded Craemer, Miessler should be able to find

14,

32$uelflow, op. cit., p. 101,
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gufficlent time to do likewlge. ) Synod 2lso looked askance
at the arrangement whereby lilesaler taught in a public
e#chool and wondered i1f this was not in contradiction to his
call. 3Silevers assured the delegates that Miessler's in-
struction in the public school enabled him to bring Chris-
tianity to many of the children, since the missionary had
been glven permission to teach the Catechism and Bible His-
tory.3a Synod finally resolved to continue ites Indian work
in Isabella County and permitted Miessler to continue to
teach in the public school provided that this would not in-
terfere with his regular mission work.35 The mission was
8pared for two more years.

Synod continued to have i1ts doubts about the mission 1in
Isabelle County. The Mission Board sppointed Pastor J. 2.
Beyer of Chicagc and Professor C. A. T. Selle of Addison,
I1linois to investigate the mission and to admonigh the In-
dlans.36 EBeyer and Selle arrived in Isabella County in the

332woe1rtgr und Dreizehnter Synodal-Bericht der Allge-
leinen Deutschen Hvang.-Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohlo u. a.
Staaten vom Jahre 1864 u. 1866, pp. 80-1.

343p3a., p. 90. See also Suslflow, op. cit., ». 10L.

35Zwoe1rter und Dreizehnter Synodal-Bericht der Allge-
meinen Deutschen ivang.-Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a.
Staaten vom Jgre"‘fé‘éﬁ u. 1866, p. 91.

36&. G, H., Miessler, "Autoblography of E. G. H, Hlese-
ler, " unpublished autobiography translated from the original
German by and in the possession of H., C. #Mlessler, Columbus,
Ohio, », 53.
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evening of July 20, 1867, and began thelir investigations.
The following day the two men attended Sunday service and
noted that thirty Indians, mostly women and children, had
gathered in the chapel and that among the worshipers were
many lethodists. Mlessler preached to them in the Chipnswa
language, reading the sermon, however. At the conelusion of
the service the Indians were asked to asgemble 1n Mlessler's
home on the following dsy 1in order %o dlscuaa.the condition
of the missgion. !

The investigating commlittee had the opportunlity to ex-
armlneg the wlssion records srior t0 the proposed meeting the
next day and aoon discovered that the mlssion was in a sorry
Btate. Unly five familles and a few individuals still be-
longed to the Lutheran mission and only in two of the five
/ famllies half of the persons were members of the Hethodlst
.Ghuroh. Church services were 8o noorly attended in 1866 and
; 1867 that they were almost dlacontinued. Of the fourteen
i puplls vhom Miessler taught, only four belonged to the Lu-

K theran mission, the remainder being Methodlsts. Further-
more, Miessler's frequent 111neeses nade mission work almost
lmpossible. The Indians themselves evidenced no repentance
and were entirely indifferent to sviritual matters. In
fact, none of the Lutheran Indisns in Isabella County had

1863)3?::“1““““""10“* " Der Lutheraner, XXIV (August 1,
81.
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'desirs to partake of the blessed Sacrament. In Hieszsler's
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received holy communion and none of them ever indicated any

8ix years as missionary te the Indlang in Isabelle County,
no sdults were baptized. Mlessler did baptize ten children
of whom four had died and had received Christian burisl.
The pasters observed that the large majority of the Indians
had become Methodists and only a few still remained hea-
thens, 3 Thug, further mlssion work seemed almost ilmpos-
sible.

Mlessler and the committee met with the Indlans in the
misglonary's home on July 22, 1867. DBesides the three pas-
tors, there were five church mewbers, two Methodlsts, one
of whom represented his wife, and Philip Cruett, the young
man who had spent some time studying at Synod's college in
Fort Weyne. Gruett acted as 1nterpreter.39 The pastors
admonished the Indians to remain falthful to their Lord and
reininded them once again of Christ's sacrifice in thelr pe—
half. Vhen the delegation informed tﬁe Indians that the
misgion revorts indicated that they had been unfalthful,
one of the Indlans replled that he and cthers had not at-
tended the 3unday services bscause they could not understand

what Hlegsler saild. 014 Wablgonschkom added that he could

38;@;@., pp. 181-82.

39y1ss1onsbericht, " Der Lutheraner, XXIV (August 1,
1868), 187. Philip's name is also spelled "Philipp."*
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follov ¥Mlessler's sermon fairly well. VYhen the pastors
asked the Indiasn 1T it would help Af llessler spoke louder
and more clearly, all agreed. The comnmittee then informed
the Indlans that Eynod had glven serious considerstion to
closing the misslon, whereupon Vabigcenschkom and the others
replied that they loved the Lutherszn Church. If the mlig-
glonary would withdraw from Isabells County, continued the
Indians, the Luthersen fsith of the Indlans would be ex-
tinguished. The Indians then concluded by admitting thelr
nistake in Torseking Bethany and promised to amend their
weye, They also suggested thet a new chapel be bullt and
promniged to lend thelr ald, Thereupon the commiftee in-
formed the Indians that Misssler would be permlitted to re-
main with them for six more months after which time ancther
inventory would be held and Synod would determine the future
of its mission.’® 7The meetling concluded, the mission was
commended toc God and the twe pastors returned home with thelr
reporta,

Althcugh the Indiane had promised tc reform and had
pledged themselves to attend the divine services with more
regularity, the reverse cocurred. The Indians were frequent-
1y absent from thelr homes. Soon after the pastors had de-
parted, the Indians went bear hunting. Then came the winter

chage from which they did not return until February. In

401114,
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Maren the Indlans lef't once more hiring themselves 4o the
lumberjacks in the viclinlty. Church s=2rvices were never at-
tended by more than fifteen Indians, Zeveral deaths also
occurred at this tlne, namely Zalome, the widow of Bewmeaslks,
and the old Pemagejin., Nor did ¥ilessler's heszlth improve
at thls time, DBoth he and members of hies famlly auffersd
from gome eye disease which ferced the mlsslonary to glve
up hias fteachlng positlon in the publlic schicol., The vary
last report which Miessler sent to the ¥iselon Beard in-
formed them that he was agaln 111 wlth s fever and thus
would be unable to attend Syned's convention in Kilwnukee.hl

The convention of Iynod, which mef in Hllwaukee in
1868, Tinally decided to end ite work in Isnbella County.uz
In 1869 the mlssion property was %ransferred to Concordisn
College in Fort Vayne. A4t the some time the congregations
of Synod were advised to donate thelr mission contributlons
to the Hermammsburg and Lelpzig Hissicn Societles untll sueh
time when the Hissouri Synod would once agaln possess 1ts

2
own mlsaion.aJ dynod advised liessler to accept a call %o

& German congregation in the vleinity of the former misslon

Mlrpg. Pemage jin may be the Indlen, Bemagojing, but
there is no way of ascsrtaining this.

hz;b! 3

B3y ’

"Wierzehnter Synodal-Bericht der Alluemeinen Deutschen

Lvang. -Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten, abze-
2n zu Fort Yeyne, ind., Am Jahre 1869, p. 101.
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in order to cerve thoae Tndlans who night indicate repen-

tance.“u An etteupt was made to revive Zynod's mlesion

work in 1869, bu%t these endeavorse oroved futile. Finally, i
in 1872 Sievers reported the szle of 2 part of the missglion f

property, stating at the same time that the ssount in the

migalon treasury wag U5,508.?1.“5 Jynod's miesions to the/
Anmerlean Indians had come to 2n end and would not be re- ‘
openad until 1899 when a mlssion was organlized among the
Stockbridpge Indians in Shawano, Wlsccnﬂln.hs

Hany verylng resgons have bheen glven for the end of
Luthersn micalon work among the Chippewa Indians in ¥ich-
igan., Dowe have sven blamed the faithful Miesaler for its E
fallure, although this was far from the truth. "7 Mieseler ;
had gpent himeself in behalf of his Indians laboring under

all kinds of =dverse conditions., He was always the Tirst

to offer hinmself in behal? of the mission and always the

lagt to murmur or complaln. Wilg parting words were that i
"I leave the miseion field of herd labor and anxiety with a
broken heart and msny tesrs, and with fervent nrayers to the

God of mercy for the true repentance on the nari of cur poor

bhrvia., p. 102.

45Suelflow, on. ecit., p. 101.

h6!;.’;111:81‘ A, Baepler, ﬁ_ﬁgﬂﬁ%ﬂi of Grace (8t. Louls:
Qoncordia Publishing House, 1947), p. 240.

47Suelrlow, op. eit., p. 1l02.
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Iruliam:a."l"8 Others found the cause of the mlsslon's demise
in the "heartlessness of the government,” whose agente hin-
L dered rather then helped the mlssionaries in their winistry.
N Finally, both the Methodiasts and the Indians themselves were
| called into Jjudgment, the former for thelr obnoxicus inter-
ference and the latter for their indifference and unfaith-
fulneas.g9 thatever the cause night have been, the work

was ended. In the words of Hiessler, "It was indeed sad."50
Mlesgler's Remaining Years, 1868-1916

Upon the adviee of Synod Miessler walted for a call to
some German congregation. V“hen the "desired call” did not
materlalize, he accepted a call to act as temporary teacher
for the scheool of Holy Cross Congregation in Saginaw, re-
maining there until 1871.°% In that year his wife became
seriously 1ll with tuberculosis. Hiessler, his wife and
children moved to New Melle, ¥issouri where his brother-in-
law, Windhorst, lived, in the hope that a change in climate
might restore her impaired health. Hiessler's hope, how-

ever, was not realized for on July 21, 1871, his second wife

uBBaepler, on. oit., p. 133.

ug"Aus Rordamerika, " EV lisch-Lutherisches Migsiong-
Dblatt, No., 6 (March 15, 1869), 85.

Soﬁieasler, op. cit., »n. 5h4.
ima., ». s6.
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dled.??

Shortly therseafter Miessler himself became 111, an 111~
nesg which occurred while the fermer missionary was vléitlng
relatives and friends in 5¢, lL.oulis, The illnesas was severe
enough to cause Miessler's physleclian to advise him to give
up the holy ministry entirely and seek employment in some
other profession. deveral of his frlends in the ministry
concurred with the doctor so that Miessler finally felt con-
strailned to lay down his mantel. At the age of forty-five
the former pastor and misslonary now resolved to study medi-
clne, entering Hohnemann Medical College at Chicago in the
Tall of 1871. Two years later he gradusted from the medlcal
school and estoblished himself as a "Homosopatic Physiclan"
in Chioago.53 Some time in 1871 or 1872 iiessler was mar-
ried for the third time. His wife was Henriette Pissel,
the sister of Pastor Theodor Pissel. The marriage, however,
proved to be a brief one, for on July 31, 1873 hls wife
died after giving birth to = son, Johannes Anton Theodor.

On August 8, 1873 the little boy alsc died and was buried
in Vunder's Cemetery in Chicage, the last resting nlace of
his mother.5*

Mliesgler continued his medical practice in Chlcago un-

521 bi4.
331ma., p. $7.
S%1b1d., pp. 57-8.

S
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t11 1899 when he retired. Vhile he was practicing medicine
there, he had the Joy of seeing several of his sons study at
Synod's orevaratory school in Fort Wayne. His eldest son,
Otto, entered Concordisa College, Fort Vayne, in the autuun
of 187k and in 1877 enrolled in the Hohnemann College of
Homoeopathic ledicine, graduating in 1880 as & physiclian and
surgeon. Ancther scn, Hermann, also enrclled at Fort Vayne
in 1874 and thereafter in Concordia Seminary, 5t. Louils,
Mlssouri., He graduated in 1883 receiving his first call to
Columbus, Nebraska. > lieszsler's youngeat son, Frederick
Gustav Ferdinand, entered Concordia Collegs at Milwaukee in
1884 and three years later he matriculated to Concordia Sem-
inary in 8t. Louls, Miszouri, from which he graduated in
1892, Freaderick returned a call to become a traveling mis;
slonary in liebraska in order to visit Burone. Later, how-
ever, he accepted 2 call to Staplehurst, Nebracka, where he
remalned until the autumn of 1899.56

After his retirenent in 1899, Mliessler moved to Staple-
hurst, Hebreska, in order to live with his son Frederick.
Here the elderly gentleman sought to resume his medical
Practice, but chortly after hig arrival his son received a
call to serve the Lutheran church in Ontonoville, Illinole,

which, aftsr some delay, he accepted. After a short stay

55_]_:;.&@_" P. 59.
56Ibia., vp. 63
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in Columbus, Nebrasks, Hilessler followed Freaderick to Unto-
noville and thereafter vislted hls other song whenever that
was possible. lilessler died in Chicage on March 1, 1916,
and four days later the faithful misslionary was buried.
Pastor H. Succop spoke words of comfort at the home of the
deceased's son and Ferdinand bievers, son of the chalrman
of the Hission Board, addressed the mourners at the church
in Hanson Park, Chicago, while the Reverend P, Luecke ad-
ministered the committal.57 The old pilgrim and faithful

pastor had returned to Him who had sent him.

57”Toﬂeﬂunzeigen,“ Der Lutheraner, LXXII (April 11,
1916), 151,



CHAPTER V
UITLESS FIELD
The Vork of Ottomar Cloeter in innesota, 1857-1862

When the Lutheran Church - Hissourl Synod declided in
1856 to establish an Indlan mission in Minnesots, its mis-
8lon program entered a new phasse. Prlor to this time, the, {3:
Hlasourl Synod had been overating Indian missions which hadd
been founded by cother Lutherans and which had already bheen
in operation for o number of yesrs. The BSaxon Lutherans had
not ween confronted with the various problems connected with
the planting of o mleslon among heathen people. They did
not have to search for mlasionaries and resources nor were
they faced with the problem of having to send men into the
foreats to choose a sultable missicn site. All this had
besn done by Friedrich Schmid and Wilhelm Loehe, who had
chosen the mission sites of Sebewaing and Shebahyonk, Fran-
kenmuth and Betheny, and who had tralned thelr misgionaries
and furnished them with the necessary resources. The mls-
8lone werse an accomplished fact possessing misslonsries and
converte when they were transferred to the Missouri Synod 1in
1849 ana 1850, This was not the case, however, when the
Milssouri Synod decided to bring the CGospel to the heathen
Indians of Minnesota. Here were no Lutheran Indian missions

to welecme the reoresentatives of Synod; here were no Lu-
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theran migsionarles te direct the work of 3ynod. In fact,
there were nc missgicnarles at 211, begides those already
gerving the existing Lutheran Indien micssionas, tc vclunteer
for the new endeaver. The Missourl Zynod had te undertake
the project =lones trusting in Ged for strength and endur-
ance. It wae 2 new undertaking, different in many ways
from that which the Synod hed beer accustemed. Only time
would tell if it would »nrove 2 succegs.
Yhen the first vhite men explored the areza now krnown as
“ilnnesota they encountered two different Indian tribes,
:*whieh were continuously at war with each other, the Minne-
8ota Sloux and the Chinnewa, The Yinnesota Sicux, more pro-
perly called the Dakotas, belonged to the great Sicuan fam-
11y that once cceupied slmost the whole of the Midwest.l
They were forest dwellers, differing in many ways from the
prairie Siour farther southwest. Although these Indlans de=-
pended uoon the chase Tor their food and hunted the blson,
bear, deer, moose, =nd many smaller animals, their dlet al-
8¢ lnecluded wild rice and swamp roots, which they found 1n
abundance.? iore then many other Indians, they were most
representative of the picturesque Indians of the American

¥ild Yest and their deerskin shirts and leggings, fringes

lc°mp11ed and Written by the Federal 'riters' Project

of the VWorks Frogress Adminlstration, Minnesota: & State
Guide (Mew York: The Viking Press, 1938), p. 3l.

“Inid., vp. 31-2.
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and embroldered trimmings, leather moccasins and elaboraie
head-dress, became the almost classlc indian costume. They
rode horses, hunted wlith bowe and arrows or spears, covered
their dene-shaped wigwams with sking, and crossed the lskes

in avkward crafts shoped like washtubs with 2 wooden frane-=

'

work covered by sking, "hese were the Indlans, who wrought
havoc in Hinnesota in 1862 and ruined the Lutheran Indian
nisglon in Cabltawigana., Together wlth the Chiovnews, of
whom we have already heard abeve, they rosmed the forests of
flnnesota contending with one another for possession of the
valuable hunfilng grounds and presenting a bulwark against
white faxp.'-m;-:j.on.l"'

The RNoman Catholles, who had been laboring among varli-
ous indian tribss In Canada and elsewhere, were the first to
penetrate Hinnesota and bLring Christianity to the Indians,

$puong the wost famous of the eerly misslonsrles to explore

Himnesota was Father Hennepin, who with his companilons,
Auquelle and fccault, ascended the upper Misslssippi from
the Illincis country in 1680. Ilthough captured by a band

of Sioux, he reached ille Laes. Turning southward Hennepin

and Auquelle discovered and named the Falls of St. Anthony.s

2Ing., p. 32.
uSunra, I, 9-12.

5°°mpiled and Yritten by the Pederal Writers' Project
of the Vorks Progress Administration, on. cit., p. &b,
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Other misslionary cxplorers to visit ilinnesots were Tathers

Allouez, larguette, and Jolllet, generally traveling via

Sandy Lake and (lllle Lacs. At what time Roman Catholic

nigsions were established is uncerfain. Iowever, in 1833

Father F. Zaraga traveled from La Polnte te Candy Lake buf

was dlscouraged with what he saw. Later Father Franz Plerz,

who had come Tronm Austria, labored ameng the Indlans in

ﬁinuesota.7

Among the Frotestants ﬁho labored among the Indians 1in

2‘ Minnesota was V. 7. Doutwell, who satablished a mission at

Leech Lake, Casg County, in 1832. The first misslonary to
stop at Crov Ving was the Methedist, Samuel Spates. In 18@0
he chose a site among the Indians on the shore of Little
Rabblt Lake, which, however, was of short duration.® Metho-
dist missions were also founded at Fond du Lac in Hinnssota
about the same time. In 1843 there were seven Indlan mem-
bera, and in 1844 no statlstics of membership were cited.9

A Migsionary Ayer was located near the ¥Ysllow Lake trading

6u¢r1 ianf*e, it .“3angg§ Here: A Dudizet of Historical

nine %o Central u;nnegg a, but t &

J.u% F u t P1ace of publication not glven:
ress, 1948), p. 5.

?L—bg‘l P. 13.
®Ing.

9Wads Crawford Bareclay, "karly American Methodlsnm, 1769~
184k, " Higtony of Methodlst HMisgiong (New York: The Board

of Nlasions and Church Lxtension of the Methodist Church,
1950), 1T, 162.

Brainerd
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post in 1832, e spent 2 considernble portion of the day

reading =2nd singing to the Indlans in thelr own langusnge,

i.h

finding time to talk te little groups of four or five up to
e doren.t® The Preabytericns also labored among the Minne-

gota Siloux or Dekota Indiane. Two stetlions ware established

among the Sicux -~ cne at Fert Snelling, vhere the two Pond
breothers, (idecon and Swnuel, together with J. D, Stevens re-

mained, and the otlhier ot Lac qul Parle, where the mlissionary-
doetor, Thomas 9. Villiamson settled. In June, 1837, the

Reverend and !re. Stephen R. Rlgge came to Lac qul Parle

”

nlzoion tol""wi,t w1lliamson in his work. Gildeon Pond,
Williasuson, =nd Tiggs with the asslstance of Joseph Renville,
the gon of : renchaman and his Indlan wife, undertook to
translate the Blble into the Dakota %ongue. In the fall of
1839 the Gospel aceording to Mark was published .11 Jomn P,
Williamgon Jjoined his father in the fall of 1861 after com-
oleting his theologleal training at Lane Theological Semin-

ary.12

The work of varicus Protestant dencminations and ee-

10
iverstt Dick, The Story of the Frontier: A Soclal
Hlatorx of the Norgharn Plains and BOJA&IM from the
e —i-"a;‘tg Contacts to the he Comin of the Homamaker (Hew
York. Tudor Publiehing Company, 19%51), »p. 128.

11011fford Merrill Drury, Preabyterian Panorama (Phila-

delohis: Board of Christian Edueation Presbyterian Church
in the United ©¢ates of America, 1952), p. 110.

Serpaa. . p. 11l
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pacially the labors of Trledrich Schnld and VUilhelm Loehe in
behalfl of Hhe Amerlcan Tndlans early sixclted the intersst of
s number of »astors of the Lutheran Church - Mlssourl Synod.
Surely if Lutheranz in Cernmany could manifest such an in-
terest in the natlve American, Lutherans in the United States

3 - = N " 2 wat') Fx) E » FR
ghould also be able te emulate thelr Buropsan brethre:

-3

hus, wilth the Tormatlon of the Mlasouri Synod in Chicage in
1847, a Board of Missione was elected. C. J. H. Fick was
elected chalrman, ¥. A, Crasnmer, secreftary, and F, ¥, Bar-
thel, treasurer. n 1850 Terdinand Slevers was elected
chairman of the Misslcn Bosrd, a poaltion which he held un-
til 1893.1 Candidete . Fricke was commissicned in 1847 as
visitor and explorer and instructed te search for new nls-
glon Upportunities.lh However, it appears. that the Misslon
Board at thot time thought orimarily in ferms of openl
uilssions among the unchurched Cermans.

In 1828 ¢the Committee on Missions considered the noa-
8ibility of establlshing an Indlan wission in Oregon, but no
further stens were taken in reslizing this objectlive. A%
this time thought waes alse glven %o stationing a candldate

in 2%t. Louis vhere he might contoct various Indian chiefs in

& 13angust R. suelflow, "The Life end Vork of &. E. C, F.

Sievers," Concordi Higtordcal MW XXI
(July, 19&'3%‘—‘&, 75

14usther Abbetmeyer-Selke, "Missouri Syrod's First Ghtp-
bewa liisgion in lMinnesota," Concordin Historical I _
, ITI (Aprid, 1930). 20,

S ———
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the hope of establishlng s Lutheran Indlan misslon colony in
oragon.15 All these plans, however, were temporarily aban-
doned when the iflasourl “ynod obtained possession of Frane
kenmuth and Bethany in 1849 and Shebahyonk and Sebewaing in
1850.

With the acquisition of these four Indien mlssions in
Michigan, a greater interest in the conversion of the heath-
en aborigines manifested itself acong ministers and laynmen.
Ag a result, new mission plans were submitted. In 1852,
Synod planned to esitablish = colony and a miasicn among the
Chinese in California, but distance and the lack of men pre-
vented its re&lization.16 Bynod's interest in the welfare
of numercus Germans, who had migrated to Californiz, was
partially resoonsible for the suggestlon that a mission be
located in that state, and the fact that California had been
admitted to the Union as 2 free state in the Compromise of
1850 gave added inducement. H. Fick reminded his Lutherans
in an article in Der Lutheraner in 1856 that 1t was time to
commence work among the Germans in California and that the
mission work should "be directed solely to our fellow coun-

trymen in Californias. " ? It is indeed significant that the

51p1a., op. 20-1.
16.1333-. p. 21.

179aufruf zu Mission nach Californien," Der Luthersner,
XI1 (Harch 25, 1856), 123-25.
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early misslon work of fthe MNigsourl Synod slways sought to \
combine heathen misgslons with activitles in behalf of the
Germans. VYhenever Synod nlanned to establish a mission, be
1t for the Indians or the Chinese, the Germans always en-
tered into consilderation.

Nable a8 all these plans vere, the igsourl Synod was
in no position at thig time to wndertake such distant mie-
slonary enterprises. Thus, in 1854 the Mission Board sug-
gested that plans to establish a missicn in Oregon or Cale
ifornia be abandoned, since the misaion treasury could not
support any migsionaries laboring so far away. Instead it
vag recommended that Synod organize an Indian mission in the
Territory of iinnescta, directing its efforts at the conver-
slon of the Chiovewa Indians, who occupled this area.ls it
was furthermore suggested that an exploratory trip be made
into thls region in order to ascertain the mission oppor-
tunities in Hinnesota, but thls was tabled.t?

Two years later, however, at the second conventlion of

the Horthern District, in May of 1856, steps were taken

18 = - ” > o o5 =
Aghter Svnodal-Bericht der Deutschen Evangellsch-L
therigschen S nEdL—vcE' '.‘—i;'ss'our“f;%hio, und andern Staaten vom
Jahre l&ﬁﬁ,ﬁ.—ﬁhe Territory of Minnesota was formally
ereated on larch 3, 1849. Congress aduitted iinnesota to
the Union on May 11, 1858. &See Compiled and Written by the
Federal VWriters' Projsect of the YWorks Progress Administra-

tlon, on. eit., pp. 30, 53.

19ﬂghter Synodal-Bsricht der Deutschen EZvangelisch-Lu-
n Synode von Nisgourl, Uhlo, und sndern Staaten vom
mm‘ P- 16.
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which eventually resulted in nlanting = Lutheran misasion
among the Chippewa iIndlansg 1n Hinnesota. After they had
discussed the pogsiblllitles of establishing a mlaslon elther
in western Canada or California, the delegates declided that
Minnssots would be the mogt sultable location. Thereunon
the delegates resclved that the District president select a
vagtor from the District, who weuld leave for Hinnesota that
sumnmer, if possibls, in order to explore the mission pos-
8iblilities. The choice fell upon Merdinand Silevers and his
congregation granted him several months' leave of abaence in
order to fulfill his obligations.zo At this same time, in
1856, @ynod's ¥issicn Poard requested E. G. H. iHiessler to
accompany Zievers to Minnesota. While Slevers was to locate

the many scattered Cerman Lutherans who had settled in Hin-

nesota, Mlessler was to investigate the miasion posslbiiitles

among the Chippewa In&ians.zl

On August 1, 1856, Ferdinand Sievers, illgsionary lless-

muth for La Crosse, Yisconsin and then %o Minnesota.2? From

202};{_@_1_._‘!_3_2_!:_ Bericht des Noer hen Distrikts der deut-
8schen evaneel.-lutherigehen Synode von Misgourl, Ohlo und

21@. @. H, Miesecler, "Autobiography of E. ¢. H. iHless-
ler," unoublished sutoblography translated from the original
German by and in the possession of H. C. Miessler, Columbus,
Ohie, »n. 20. :

223uelflow, oo. eit., »n. 102,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOVIS, MO.

ler, and James Gruett, the Indlan interpreter, left Franken—\?ﬁ
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thence they traveled %o 5t. Paul, lilnnesota, arriving in
Crow Wing after two days of %travel by stage coach, At Crow
Wing the two nen separated, Blevers visiting the German get-
$lements, while icgsler visited $he Indians.?? Iiessler at
this time had learned thet approximately flve hundred Chip-
pewa Indiane, who were located on a reservation at Hllle
Lacs Lake about thirty miles east of Crow Wing, desired to
gettle down and become farmers. The mlssionary, therefore,
consldered “ille Lacs as 2 likely location for an Indlan
mission and determined to visit these Indiana.2* But before
golng to the Indian reservation, liessler declded to vislt
the nearby =plscopalian Indian misslon at 3t. Colombo. This
mission, loeated 180 miles north of 5t. Paul and fifteen
miles north of Crow Ving, was founded by Missionary Jaues
Lleyn Breck, who bullt = log structurs in 1853 which he
named “St. John's in the Vilderness." On December 25, 1855,
a congregation was organized and the mission seemed to make

good progress.25 In 1856 or 1857 lilssionary Breck left 3%.

ajmleaaler, on. git., o. 20.

zh"fmthony Falls, den 21. August, 1856," Der Lutheraner,
XIIT (September 9, 1856), 14, :

25“Berlcht ueber eine Missionsreiss ins liinnesota=Terri-
torium im Auguet und September 1856," Der Lutheraner, XIII
(February 10, 1857), 99. Zapffe, on. git., pn. 13 spells the
Eplseopalian's name Brecht. zapffe also epells the mission
station as St. Columba. Breck or Brecht was a graduate of
the University of Pennsylvania and then of a Theological
Seminary, See Thomas C. Hoffett, The Amgrican Lndian on the
New Trail (Mew York: lisslonary tducation Hovement of the
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Coleombo after he had baen abused by the Indiang and had be=-
come algcourgged.26 freclk then went to Lesch Lake in order
to start another mizsion and was succeedsd at 5t., Colombo
by the Haveprend %, Stesle Peake. Peake or Peak erected the
Churen of the Holy Cross in 014 Grow Wing in 1860, As a
result of the “iouv wnrising in 1862, however, the Eplasco-
pallian migsion at 5t. Celombo was destroyed and Indian work
was terminateﬂ.27 _

Miessler remained in 24%. Colombe until August 19, 1836,
taking every conortunity te acauzint himself with the In-
dlan work of the ¥nisconalian Church in Hinnesota. On Sune.
day morning the missionary attended the church service.
Mlessler ohserved that the divine service was well attended
and that good order was maintained. As the Indiaﬁs arrived
et the chapel they knelt and »rayed the Lord's Prayer. An

indication that many of these Indians took their rsligicn

ssriouvaly was geen when a sick woman was carried to church

United States and Cansde, 1914), ». 87 where the Eniscopal-
lan's nawe is given as "Breck.®

26"Aus einem Schreiben des Mieszler vom 29. Oct. 1857,"

Exaﬂﬁgl;ﬂgh—Lugheg;sghea Misslonshlatt, Wo. 15 (August 1,
1858), 228. ,

272&' ) 1 f Breck's
pffe, on. cit., p. 13, spells the name 0

succesgor “Peéks?“ Gﬁfie “ieassler refers to him as "Peak.”
Zapffe makes no mention of Zreck being abused by the Indlans
but gives the impression that he left St. Colombo in 1856 in
order to establish o new Indian missicn at Lsech Lake. bge
also "Aus einem Schrelben des Mieszler vom 29. Oct. 1857,
2. eit., ». 229.
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go that she might also experience the blessings of the pro-

- glamation of Cod's Yord, On Monday the customary school

vacation Auring the rice harvest began, but upon HMiesaler's
plea the chilldren were once more aasembled, A certain Miss
Frink taught the children in the English language, since
they lacked sultable spelling and reading textbooks in the
Chippewa languags. Thereupon, !lessler acqualnted them with
Hipaionary EBdunrdi Bailerlein's reader.zs

Yhile Miegaler had been at the Episcopallan nigsion in
8t. Colombo, his internreter, Jamese Cruett, had made the aec-
auaintance of o young man to whom he was related. This
Youth had an older hrother and gave him.the news of the are
rlvel of o dlstant cousin, Upon learning the welcome nevs,
the older brother, Manltowab, hastened to meet Gruett conly
%o arrive foo late. Cruett had solready left 5t. Colombo
Journeying to Crow Ving vhere !lleseler was to meet him later.
Since Miessler hod not left St. Colombo at the time, Manlto-
web céme tc the misagion hougse and offered to accompsny the
Lutheran misslonary %o Crow L"5-115-29

While Manitowab end James Gruett became acquainted,
lilesgler sought %o engage a gulde to lead him to 21119 Lzcs,

In the meantime, Hanitowab had informed the missionary of a

Za“Berlcht ueber eine Missionsreise ins Minnesota-Ter-
ritorium im August und September 1856," ep. eit., ». 99.

291v14.
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groun of Indians living at Fabblt Lake, who desired the ger=-
vices of a teacher. TFour years before their chilefs had tra-
veled to Vashington in order to obtain a teacher and a
school, but they were unsuccessful. Since Manitowab had
formerly belonged to this band of Indlans, he inguilred whe-
ther fieasgler would deglre to visit them assuring the nilg-
8ilonary that the Indians would be hapny to see him., At this
same time, lanltowab introduced the missionary to an Indlan
chief from Rabblt Lake and “iessler spoke to him concerning
God's Yord and the way of salvation. He informed the Indian
that he had decided to vislt Rabblt Lake and to tell his
brethren what he had declared to him.30

The next morning on August 20, 1856, llessler began his
trip to Nabblt Lake, o distance of twenty~-five miles from
Crow Wing. lManitowab had offered iieesler his services as
a guide provided he would go to Rabbit Lake and not to Hille
Lags, since he was afrald to travel through Sioux country.
The Journey was a aifficult ons and the three men, Hlessler,
Gruett, and Yanitowab had to traverse on unbeaten paths
"$hrough forests and over prairies that only here and there

showed the tracks of a wagon, which had squeezed its way

305215-. p. 100. In his auntobiography Mlessler says

that the Eplscopalisn misslonary suggested that he visit the
Rabbit Lake Indisns. See }iessler, on. git., ». 21. How-
ever, in "Aus einem Schreiben des lilss. lileszler vom 5. flov,
1856," Evangelisch-Lutherisches iHigsionsblatt, No. 3 (Feb-
ruary 1, 1857), 33, llessler says that Misslonary Sreck re-
Commended tille Lacs.
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through, to our agtonlshmens, "31 They had honed to‘arriva
in Rabbit Lake Dbefore nightfall, but became lost in the
trackless swamp. In additleon to all these troubles, Gruett
was affected with weak eyes, so that he was unable to find
his way iIn the darknese and 'iegsler had to lead him with
hiles walking stick. After several hours of precarious trave-
eling, the wanderers saw a 1light and thinking that 1t must
be a camp-Ffire, they began to walk toward it only to see 1%
move from right to left and Tinally dlsappear. HNevertheless,
they continued %o walk in the dirsction of the light and
Tinally arrived at theilr destination. The entire Indlan
camp was already asleep wlth the exception of three old In-
dlans. Through his interpreter Kleasler.exnlalned the pur-
noge of his visit and that he desired to speak to the In-
dlans in the morning. Yeak from hunger, the misslonary elso
asked the fthree Indians for some food only to hear cne say
that there was none available. One of the Indians, however,
dld return with a plate of maple sugar and a large spoon.
After they had saten the food, the three men were shown %o

their lodgings. 'rote Mlessler sometime later: "Hy bed was

314, Meyer, The Planting Story of the Minnesots Distriet
of the f&@s&i_éal Lutheran Synod of Hissouri, Ohlo and Othep
States (iinneapolis: n.n., 1932), pp. 17-8, sSee also "His-
slonsbericht, " Der Luthersner, *III (June 16, 1857), 175,

which says thet Rabbit Lake is forty or fifty miles north of
Crow Ving. -
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about ag unconfortable as the menl had been unpalatable."32 '

On the followlng morning the chlef invited lilegsler and
his companions to have breakfast with him in hiz lodge,
where they were served pork, fried fish, bread and coffee.
After the plentiful meal had been digested, the Indiang ss-
gembled and Miegsler told them of the nurpose of hls visit.
He Ainformed them that he had been sent by his people who de-
gired to »nreach to them the cone true Cod and reveal to them
that God in His Son had saved them from their sin. Briefly
he told them of Christ's life and work, of His vicarious suf-
fering and death on the cross through which He had atoned
for the egins of the entire world, and of the Lord's resur-
rection and ascension. A% the close of his address, the
mlssionary reduested the Indians to express their thoughts
and ask any question which they desired. Thereupon the
chlef, iishikigishig, immedlately replied:

I have listened with great Joy to what you have Just

told us, I think too that we can belleve your words,

and that you tell us the truth; this I gather from the

fact that you did not shirk the great hardships to

come to us. Truly, I am gled that the long-expected

time has finally come when the whiltes have plty on us

and would help us, Our children grow up in blindnesas

and ignorance ae we elders grew up. That pains, but

we cannot help ourselves if the whites will not support

us, Therefore we journeyed to the great city beyond X

the water /he meant Washington) several years ago, an

expressed our desires to the great Father 'the Prasi;
dent) and nsked him for a teacher for us and our chil-

32M1@asler. on. eit., »p. 22-3.
331b§g., Po. 27=l.
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dren, also for a Tarmer who would teach us agriculture,
for we are determined to become as the whites. /lere-
upon he showed us varlous letters and documents glven
them in Yashington. ‘e were algo nronmlsed the ful-
fillment of our wilsheg; but we have walted in vain
from year to year and belleve fverythlng is forgotten;
we are forsaken and hetrayed. ¥
The others then expressed themselves and llessler promised
to establisgh a mission in their n1ldst as socn as men and
means were avallable. OSinece the Indlans had requested thie
_bromlse in writing, “ieasler gave them a signed statement,
adding that he hopad a mission might bs begun in the spring
of 185'?.-'35 Thug, the misslon trip had been succesafully
concluded. Synod now had the responsibllity of nlacing a
migelonary into this new mission field.

The task of the ilissouri Synod now was to locate a
capable man whe would initiate the work in Hinnesota. In a
letter written on August 21, 1856, Ferdlnand Slevers sug-
geated that one or two men be sent to Bethany where lilessler
could instruct them in the Chipnewa languaege. Since an ex-
perienced man would bs required in Minnesota, Hiessler could
be sent to this new field whenever the other men had suf-
ficlently mastered the Chippewa language so as to assums the

mlasloq respongibilities in Bethany.36 This plan, however,

Bhﬁeyer, on. git., »p. 18-9.

35%Baricnt ueber eine Missionsreise ins Hinneaota Ter=
ritorium im August und September 1856," op. eit., ». 101.

llws 36 4anthony Falls, den 21. August, 1856," op. git., PP.
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did not materialize., Tnagtead Pastor Ottomar Cloeter of
Saginaw, Michlgaen, volunteered hls services, whlch were ac=

eented and in 18657 he was called oa missionary to the In- o/

i
1_//

dlans at Aabbit Leke, Minnesoha. o7

Ernst Ottomar Cloeter was born on April 25, 1825, in
Bayreuth, GCermany, whers his father, Flamin Cloeter, was
profeassor at the Gymnasium. Here he attended school, later
matriculating to Frlangen and Lelpzlg where hs studled the-~
ology. In 1849 he arrlved In the United States as a candl-
date for the ministry, rseceiving 2 call to the newly organ-
ized congregation in Saglnow, lMichigan, where he labored for
eight‘years. “hile he was in Saginaw, Cloeter married Mar-
garetha "oll of rankentrost, lichigan, in 1852, and thelr
marriage wves bHlessed with fourteen children.38 then Cloeter
aceepted the call to lshor among the Indians, he became the
first missionery of the Uissourl Synod in Mlnnesota.39

Shortly before Cloeter's departure for Minnesota in
1857 he visited !iessler in Bethany in order tc secure soume
Indien spelling books and readera. After they had carefully

packed %heir cargo in = canoe, Miessler and (loeter started

37“Missionabericht," Der Lutherangr, XIII (June 16,
1857), 175.

58 : Misslon

Martin . Cloeter, "An Early Lutheran Indlan #iss

1856-1868, " unpublished Bachelor's Thesis, Concordia Teach-
ers College, Seward, Nebraska, 1948, no pagee given.

39“3?81‘. on. Qlﬁo, De. 300
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for Saginaw by way of the Fine River. The expedition al-
most met with disaster, ©Some miles below Bethany the Pine
River divided into two hranches., oelecting the smaller of
the two, the missionarles' canoe followed 1% for a shorg
distance vhen suddenly they were confronted by a very large
tree that had fallen across the stream. Unable to clear the
partiazlly submerged obstacle, the two men jumped from the
canoe, hoping te retriecve thelir boat scmewhere downstreanm,
Once on shore, they noticed that their cance had capnsilzed.
The misslionaries naturally assumed that thelr nrecious car-
g0 had been lost, but unon reaching the place where the canoe
had capsized, they saw that their boat had been caught fast
in a shallow bed of rushes and that the supplies wers still
in place. With their onreclous cargo intact, they arrived
sometime later nt Cloeter's home,*C

On ¥ay 28, 1857, Cloeter left his former charge for his
new home among the Chippewa Indians in Minnesota.*l Cloeter,
his wife ond two children were accompanied by Sophie Holl, a
younger sister of lrs. Closter, Heinriech Craemer, and Mis-
8ionary Miegsler, vho led the group to the new mission sta-
tion.uz The groun boarded ship at Saginaw, thelr horses and

wagon taken aboard also, and salled to Detroit. Irom Detrolt

uoﬁiessler, op. git., pp. 25-6.
b :

uzcloeter, op. git., ». 12.

Suelflow, on. cit., ». 106.
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the groun traveled to 5%. Paul, Minnesota, by rallroad,
the Cloeter famlly usin; the regular pagsenger %train while
Yiessler went by freight traln in order to take care of the
horses. After the group arrived safely in 5t. Paul, they'
hitched t}ielr team of horsgses %o the wagon and commenced the
last part of thelr Jjourney %o Urow Ving, a trip which took
several days. In route the travelera stopped at a2 suall vil-
lage where they bantized a swall child of a Lutheran family
living nearby. The next day they were in Crow %ing where
Cloeter and his famlly found accommodations in a small 1nn
operated by an Irishman and his half-breed Indlan wife,
while "iesaler and the young Craemer occupied a stable in
order to guard thelr wagon Trom thieving Incua.na."':"

While they remained in Crow Uing, lMiessler inquired
about the Rabbit Lake Indlans and learned that they had tem-
porarily left their camp but would return at some future
date. 1In the meantime they ourchased several thougand feet
of lumber for the construction of the necessary aission
buildings and Hiessler and Closter decided to lash the lum-
ber together to form a raft and then float it down the river
to Crow ¥ing and then to haul it by wagon to Rabblt Lake.
However, anather mishap occurred. Before they had lost
8ight of the saw mill, the raft ran aground and became stuck
on a large boulder. Vith the ald of a mill worker, they were

usﬂlessler. on. cit., pp. 26-7.
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able to free the craft, Tloatling it down the small river and
across the “lsslssippl to Crow Wing on the following day,
Since the Rabblt Lake Indiang were still absent on their
hunting trip, Yiessler declied %to return to Bethany, trav-
eling by stage coach to O%, Paul, then %o Vetroit by rall-
road, and finally by steamehlp to Saginaw and ﬁethany.uu
Cloeter and Craener were ready to open the lMinnesota Indian
mission.

Cloeter remained for some time in Crow Wing before his
selection of a site for the new mission station and during
this time Heinrich Craemer gave the missicnary instructions
in the Chiovnewa 1nnguage.“5 Though lilessler had promised

)
in their midst, Cloeter seems to have chosen a location ¢;9%
somewhat removed from these Indians in order to servz a
greater number of tribes.’® Thus, some time after his ar-
rival in Crow Wing, Cloeter selected a aite for hils mission
on government owned land Jjust outside of an Indian reserva-

A
tion, which wag called Gabitawigama or Parallel Vaters. 7

MI_Q_L‘L » DDe 28=9.

45 : ] ; D he
2 Heunter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Deutsechen
Lvang. Luth. ‘éy%ggg von . isgsouri, Ohio u. 2. Stsaten vom
Jahre 1857, n. 63.

u6cloeter, op. egit., p. 1l2.

47 . | :
Ibid. The site of the mission 1s spelled many way
--;:éafor example, Kabitawigama, Gabitaweegama, and (fabitawe-
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This mission hag been located on the farm presently owned by
Marvel Seversen, more soneclifically on Covernment Lot 2 in
Section ¢, Townshl» 1735, fange 27 of Crow Ving County, Min-
nesota. The approximate slite ig located about 150 feet
west of the Missisgipni Niver, on the yard of the Jeversen
farm, to the right of the private driveway leadling to the

farm yard from County Highway 59.&8

—

Here in Chionpews Indisn country Cloeter commenced his
work and honed that the Yord which he preached would %take
root. oOut Cloeter was socn ¢ learn how difficult it would
be to establish o mission smong heathen Indlans, With the
agsistance of Craemer, the miselonary began to erect the
necessary buildings, but additional help was needed. Cloe-
ter, therefore, requested Zynod to send him some laymen, who
could assist him in his labors. When Synod was unable to
grant his request, the VUorthern Distriet furnished two men,
a certaln ¥luge =2nd Carl Duclos, a shoemaker. A teacher Oy
the name ;f Albrecht had been chosen to go %o Closter, bud
when he was unable to make the Journey, Kluge was to ge in

his Dlace.49 The twe men arrived from Hilwaukee at the end

48y, 8. © t, 1952
Document signed by Clarence B. Converse, August, ’
and in the possession of the Heverend August R. %uelflowa
Director of the Goncordia Historical Institute, St. Louls,
lissoury,

2 ' dle Vilerte Jahres des
Beright ueber die Vierte Jahres-Versammlung
Hoerdlichen Distrikts der deutschen gx;iifgg. Sy von
Hlesourl, Ohio und andern Steaten, A.D. 1838, »o-. 3.




O T e

120
of June, 1858, while Cloeter ani Craemer were hard at work
erecting a log cabin and clearing the 1land.’? The services
of these two men and Uyxaener were not avallable to Cloeter
for long. Kluge was dismlssed because he proved %o be un-
worthy and Caprl Duclos married Cloeter's sister-in-law and_
returned to “ilvsukee.’l Teinrich Craemer also left uhe< \ 7/
missionary in 1059 in order to continue his studies at I‘ort
5&_I‘I.:;.,vne.i’z The ailfflculties in obtaining laborers nroved fo
be an obstacle in the nrogress of the migsion, Thus, when
Craemer did not arrive in the summer of 1861 to asslst Cloe-
ter in his work but went lnstead to Isabella County, Cloeter
registered a savere comnlaint.?? Instead of sble assistants
supplied by the ‘iascurd Synod, the miselonary was forced %o
rely on willing helwpers who resided in the vicinity of the
missicn. Buch was the ease in the summer of 1861 when a
certain lir, Smlth assisted Cloeter in harvesting the crops

and making necessary renairs on the misslon bu.'n.}.rl'ungsx.51F

5n“¥?nsere 6o (Vv (Oectober 19
> Migsion Der Lutheraner, ¥ ctobe »
1858), 36-7. !

51 e i gehe
e lmter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Deutechen
-t"-‘-’._..B-- uth, Synede von lilssouri, Ohio u. a. oSteaten vom
Len XVI
and "b 1ssicnab°r1cht,“ Der h_j_h_gz_:a__r_lg_r_',
Febl‘ual‘y ?, 186\‘). 1000

521p44.

1861 )53"M18810nsb9richt 4 Der Lutheraner, AVIII (October 2,

Sy Hlasionsbericht, ler Lutheraner, ¥VIII {Hovember
13: 186 ). 5
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Y galnst the success of the work in Minnesota. In hls reports
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If Misslonary Cloeter thought he had experienced diffi-
culties in the external affalrs of the mission, his task of
converting the Indians was insurmountable. Cloeter's letters
are full of complaints concerning the difficulties of his

labors and the lack of success In his mliasionary endeavors.

The very character of the Indians themselves militated a-

a
and letters the mlosionary frequently refers to the drunk- {}8/
ennegs of the Indiansg, who apneared more interssted in
8pirits than in things epirvituzl. Yven the Indian agent at
Crow Wing wes nowerleases to nrevent the Indians from obtaln-
ing their whiskey, for scome of the natlves traveled as far
as 5t. Paul in order %to nurchese the pernicilous drink.55 Ag
a result of their drinking habits, the Indiens were naturally
glven to all kinds of degrading vices. In a letter of
Hay 22, 1859, Cloeter lists some of the vorst sins as for-
nication and ecard nlaying, edding that the Indlians love to
play cards all the time and usually wear their best attire
for the occasion. White men were able to seduce the Indian
8irls in their own wigwams by merely presenting the Indian

parents with some gift.5® As a result of their addiction to
the lusts of the white man, the Indians had become entirely

55"1nd1aner-ﬂ1saion in Minnesota," Der Lutheraner, o
(December 28, 1a58), 76.

56143 gg1onsberiont, * Der Lutheraner, XVI (February 7,
1860)0 990 i
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indifferent to religlon, OUne of the chiefs told Cloeter
that he was a good Indlan even though he was usually drunk
and later contracted venereal disease.97
Other obstacles nlso made mlission work guite difficult.
V’I'he Indiang were frequently absent from their hones elther
\ﬁ-}'xuntlnp; for food or working at thelr sugar caups, so that
Oloeter was usually unable to visit the Indians. Further,
confusion in the misslion fleld came as a result of the en-
—‘igmity between the Chipnewa Indlans and the 3Sloux, whoe ralded
each other's villagen and slaughtered the inhabltants. Hos-
tility between the tve Indian nationg dated from the remote
past and contlnued well into the nineteenth century. A%
the instigation of the United States government, attempts
were made %o resolve ther.-:é difficulties of the Chippewa and

the Sioux by 2 number of treaties, but the wars continued

even after the Sioux were driven from %ezinnesota.58 Cloeter's
life was, thue, in constant danger and hig misslon posalibll-
ities definitely hampered. VWhen three hundred Chippewa war-
riors left thelr villages to raid the Sloux Indlans, the j..
mlssionary sought to dissuade them, He spoke to the chief, |

Maahouglshik, about the foollsghness of such warfare and

57n1na1aner-}5isaion in liinnesota," op. cit., ». 76.

58H Farly Amerm :
arvey Vish, Soclety and Thought in Darll imerlica
A Seclay %@_ Intellectual History of the gg_n_@wclz
1'-‘1% %.3_5., Vol. I (llew York: Longmans, Green and CO.,
1950, 362 ,
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reminded him that the Sloux weuld enly retaliate. Cloe-
ter's words, however, fell on deafl ears, for the warrlors
left and the ralds continued.s?

In the mldst of 2ll these 4difficulties, Cloeter managed
to vislt some Indians., The misgionary had made plans to
vigit the Indiang at the Talls of Bakegama approximately 250
miles north of the Lutheran mission and about thirty miles

east of Leech ‘1.@1;@.60

Cleoeter had learned that some thirty
Indian families, whose chief was lelatchlwiwiweliatang, in-
hablted this region. This chief had vigited Closter in the
8pring of 1858 and had encouraged the misslonary to visit
hlm.61 Cloeter and lleinrich Craemer started their trip in
September, 1.856.62 They passed numerous Indian villages
and then arrived at the Indian encampment. On the following
day one of the chiefs summoned a council and fifteen Indian
Men appeared, each bringing hils pipe and tobacco.63 Closter
told the Indiane that the purpose of his visit was %o bring

them the Word of reconciliation. %hen some of the Indians

appeared more interested in obtaining a teacher for their

59 "insere Tigsion,” on. eit., . 37.

5 £ d in the re-
Ibld. Sakegams might possibly be locate
glon of or identified with the present Lake Pokegama.

Gl"Indlaner-Sﬂ.lsslon in Minnesota,® gp. eik., ». 76.

: ,
“Ivig., ». 77.

( 63“Indianer-i’tlssion in Minnesota," Dep Lutheraner, XV
January 11, 1859), 8i1-2.
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children, the misslonary was compelled %o underscore the fact
that he had been cent nrinarily as a preacher. Another meet-
ing was held in the =svening in which the Indians asked Cloe-
ter to assure them that he would establish a miszion in their
midst. Cloeter answered that he would do everything possible
but could not promise the Indians n.nything.é""

Hissionoary Cloeter entertained high hopes that a Lu-
theran mission might be established for the Indlans at Heke-
gana. He recommended thot such a migsion should actually be
organlzed and thoat Synod send an unmarrled missicnary to
these Indlsna,®? Hothing, however, materialized. In fact,
the mlgsionery leter changed his mind concerning the advie-
ability of guch o mission. He noted that when they had been
nearby, most of the Indians had become drunk and the chief
himself informed him thet hls Indians were not interested 1n
religicn. At this seme time one of the Bakegame iIndlians
nurdered o natlve from Leech -:J.ce.sé Gloster also visited
several Indisn families in the vicinity of the mission at
Gabitawigems but without suceess. He had regularly sought
to vieit the Indian chief, Alashougishik, but the chlef

(3 6"""Inx:li.,s.a.mer--I—i:.saa:!.on in Hinnesota," Der Lutheraner, v
ahuary 25, 1859), 59-90.
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nurposely sought to avold h'::.m.67 Gompletely dlsecouraged,
Cloeter wrote that he was compelled to agree with a certain
Mr. leorriscen in Crow VYing, that there was a curse upon the
Indlans, which prevented then from ever improving.ss

Cloeter's inabllity to learn the Chippewa language, his
frequent letters of dlscouragement and hopelessness, and the
congtant comnlaints of hardships and difficultles caused
many ministers %o question the advisabllity of continuing
the migslon worl in Yinnesoia. At Synod's convention in
8%, Louls in 1860, the delegetes noted that Cloeter's mis- %
slon work had been unsuceesssful thues far and that the mia-—-‘_«\f‘};f
slonary had recelved o c2ll to a ‘ermen congregation at the ;
close of the nrevious year, which, however, he had returned.
Varlous delepntes suggested that Synod terminate its Indian
mlasions and glve thelr attention to the Cerman ilmmigrants,
while others argued for ita continuance. Slevers adultfed
that Cloeter wag having hig difficulties but advised Synod
to continue ite Lndian misslon and suggested that Synod dis-
pateh another missionary to asslst Cloeter in his difficuld

1&b0re.69 Synod, furthernmore, questioned Gloeter and asked

186 )6?"“§1“Bi°na‘v°z-1cnt " Dep _g_lzg_zza.!ls.c. WI (January 10,
Q

1860 )68“’\115310nsber10ht." Der M: XVI (February 7,

69 _.e.sx_tsm
Zehnter Synodal-Bericht der A;.lmﬂm
.-L%.m 3 nod von P‘!i our ' Oh’.D g- 2. .mm
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him Aif he was truly hanpy in hle vork among the Indians,
which he answered in the affirmative. Vhen agked Af he
would deslire to spend a year with liessler at Bethany in or-
der to learn the Chinvewa language, Cloeter replied that he
would be unable to leave his migeion, for the Indians would
interpret such an act as abandonment and 1nf1<iel11:y.70

After the issourl Synod rescolved to continue its In-
dian mission in Minnesota at ite convention in 1860, Cloeter
renewed hils missionary labors. The mlssionary gave particu-
lar attentlon to hils studies of the Chippewa language and
wrote that he honed %o be able to preach to the Indlans in
their own langusge by 1862.7% (Cloeter was asslsted in his
studles in 1861 by an Indian named Turtle, who came from
Yabonabo~-gagaipgan Leke., Turtle nroved himself quite help-
ful to the missionary in his linguistic studies, spending

many hours together reading the New Testament in the Chip-

pewa. 13*“%“&{-36.72 The missionary was certain that he would
soon be zble to master the langusge and then could begin his

mission work in earnsst.

Events occurred which ended the mission work at Gablta- .

70“:‘.«iissionabericht ," Der Lutheraner, XVIII (October 2,

1861), 29-10,

71“s‘iisaionsbar1c‘nt,“ Der Lutheraner, XVIII (Hovember
]'.3’ 1861)’ 520

72 "Missionsbericht ueber Gabltawlgane in Minnesota und

Ieabella County in iiichigen,” Der Lutheramer, X¥ (November
1, 1863), 138.
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wigama and dimmed the hopee of Ottomar Cloeter. Early in

the morning of August 4, 1862, some 550 Siloux warriors in-

. 1tiated the famous Slowst uworrising of 1862, when they forced

an entrance inte = warchouwse in the Lower Agency and helped
themselves to more than one hundred sacks of flour.’l Six
days later twenty Indians lef¢ the Lower Ageney to hunt in
the woods near Forest City. A week later, when within a
few mileas of Acton, they decided %o test each other's cour-
age by killing a white man. ¥4ntering the home of a Mr.
Baker, the Indlans shot and killed him and his father-in-
law, ¥Mp. Jones and his wife, as well as a certaln dr. Veb-

ster.™ The result of this slaughter bolstered the other

A7 JIndlans, who determined %o drive the white man from their

':\;Ilew settlements., Led by the Indian chief, Little Crow, the
Indians advanced slsying and pillaging as they went until
they reached Vort Ridgely and New Ulm where they were Te-
pulged. Sporadic fighting continued until October, 1862,
when most of the Indiana surrend.ered.?S A triel was held at
Fort Snelling, which lasted from about the middle of October
until lNovember of 1862. Of the 392 Sioux who were tried,

303 were condemned to death for their crimes. Through the

?3f-1a v T " g and the United
ry Jane Bowler, "The Sioux Indians

States Government 1862-1878," unpublished Master's Thesis,
Vashington University, St. Louis, 1944, pp. 5-6.

™Ivia,, po. 6-7.
?5Ivid., po. 39-b2.
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efforts of the Episcopnalian bishop, Henry I, “hipple, only
thirty-cight Indlans were executed on December 26, 1862 at
HMankato, &innesota.76

The bloody Indian massacre, which destroyed the lives

X of asome eight hundred white settlers in Minnegota, also an-

nlhilated the Lutheran nmission at Gabltawigama and endan-
gered the lives of Cloeter and his family. Prior to August
21, 1862, the missionary was unaware of the impending dis-
aster. On the morning of that day the disturbance began
when some Indians came and killed the missionéry's cow and
dog. During the nrevious night they had cut loose Cloeter's
cance, which they set adrift, sco that he and his fanily would
have no means of egespe. At about four in the afterncon the
chlef, Alashougishik, came and warned Cloeter to flee at
once, since o nunher of Indlans had already left fhe Gull
Lake headguarfers with intention to nurder the misslonary.
Making a raft, Closter put a wagon and gome belongings into {
1t, while he and his Pamily used a crude canoe which the
mlgsicnary had constructed eavlier in the day. In the even-
ing they arrived with %wo lumbermen at on abandoned lumber
camp where they made camp. Toward the evening of the third
day the vsfugees arrived in Crow Wing. Hardly had they put
thelr children to bed, when the commander of the fort ordered
all the inhabltants to Fort Ripley for thelr safety. Uhen

S

76.IM- » Dp. L3-l,
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they reached the fort at four in the morning, Uloeter and
the other men had te agslaet in securing the defenses of the
fort until they were reliecved by the arrival of somne sol-
diers.7?

The losges suffered by Cloeter and Synod were severe.

Cloeter and hile Taumily lost practlically all their personal

{ ] =
X posgessions and Pastor Sievers sppealed %o all Lutherans to

contribute for the relief of the destitute missionary and
his family.’ A @pecial colleection was taken throughout
Synod and a swa of 1,216.49 was given to Cloeter, which he
acknowledged in 2 letter from Crow Ving on February 16,

1864,79 Aa hasg szlready been ilndicated, the mlssion itself

was totally destroyed, a loss estimated at -2:;'12.300-80 “hen
2 reparations committee was appointed, Syned hoped that it
would be reimbursed for its losses. After several years of
delay, Cloetsr finally managed to obtain one thousand dol-

lars for the abandoned mission which was then sold. This

W"Troetlicho lachricht unsere Misslonsstation in Minne-~

ggta betreffend o ner Lutheraner, XIX (October 1, 1862),
-1,

78,
.._lfﬁgr Syne 1451—691:1@1; der Allgemeinen D
—..%!'.lﬂ Luth Synode von Missouri, Uhio, u. 2. _M_B_ll yom
"mus .5- b?.

79 “Bericht ueber dle ! 1ssion unter den Indianern," Der

Lutheraner, *XI (July 1, 1885) Algo Cloeter, gp. cit.,
b. 53,

80m§13810n8bericht ueber Gabitawigama in Minnesota und

igg‘g?lla County in Michigan,® Der Lutheraner, XX (Dctober 15,
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was used to pay the nisslonary Tor the expenses he had in-
curred during the nast two years.el Thus, with the destruc- P
tion and sale of the Lutheran mlasiocn, work came to an end \\%/

Vi
in Gablitawigama. Hany, at this polnt, were ready to aban-

don the entire wissionary endesvoer in linnesota, interpret-
ing the destruction of the wission as a sign from God to
teraninate «ll Indian work. But others continued to hope and
bray, urging thelir brethren to continue their efforts in be-
half of the mission. liot least among those who advocated a
reneval of the misslon »rogram was Ottomar Cloeter, the
person who had lost most in the Indian uprising. in a let-
ter written on December 30, 1862, the missionary assured his
co-laborers that he did not intend to give up his work among
the Indians, but would contlnue to labor in their behalf.82
Thus, although grisvously wounded, the mlssion to the Hinne-
sota Indlians would continue in the hope that some would be

8aved,

e |

The Futile Attempt of 0, Cloeter to Continue

His ¥ission YWork in Minnesota, 1862-1868

The Indian messacre of 1862 had completely disrupted

81":-«Iissionsbericht,” Der Lutheranegr, AXILI (November 1,
1866)0 35.

az“iéisaionsberlcht nebsp Gabltawigama in Minnesota und

Isavella Gounty in Hichigen," Der Lutheraner, XX (October
15, 1863), 27.
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the migsion work of various denominationa among the Indians
in Minnescta and farthsr west. Misslon stations were des=-
troyed, the Indian converts were scattered, and the mis-
§$alonaries and thelr fanlliss were forced to flee for thelr
lives, Even after the majority of the Indians had surren-
dered and the confliect had subslded, smaller bands continued
to maraud and ravage lsolated communities, attacklng any
white man who migh% be unfortunate enough to find himself
unprotected and alone. In a letter written from Crow Ving
on September 30, 1862, Cloeter mentioned that some Slioux
Indlans from Ottertall Lake stopped a party of travelers and
held them as hostages. Among them was an Englishman, a Dr.
Schulze, who had stayed with Cloeter for a brief tlme.83
As late as June, 1863, the missicnary reported that the In-
dlans again had murdered some white persons and wondersd
vhen the United States Army would discomfort the enemy.an
Ner were the white settlers in any frame of mind to show
2)1‘k1m:1neaeué. and o spirit of forgiveness to the Indlans, but in-
8tead they were ready to kill every Indian in Hinnesota and
drive out those who remained. The intercession of Bishop
Henry B. Whipple in behalf of the Indians did nothing to en-

dear the Church and ite missionary program to the bitter

8322;&' b ] p?- 28-9-

&m‘l p' 300
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whitee.85 As Tar as they wers concerned the bullet and not
the Bible would restore neace and order; would pacify and
clvilize the American Indian.

Amidet all these difficultlies the missionarlies sought
to reorganlze thelr misslions and salvage whatever possible
from the ruins. They renewed thelr labors among the Indians
and sought %o =2ssure them that they were forgiven. Like
Bishop Vhipple they interceded in thelr behalf and with love
and kindness endeavored %to win the Indiang for Christ. A
notable example was the Fresbyterian misslonary, Thomas S.
W1lliamson, who visited the captuved Indlians in the prison
at Mankato and nreached the (ospel to them. Many Indians
were convertsd through hie efforts and wrote to thelr wives
at Fort Snelling to destroy thelr sacke and charms and seek

Jegus Christ.86

Ag one obgerver concluded:

dut wherever the nrisonera went, they went not as the
old heathen conjurers, but as converts to Christianity.
And go it is that from among the Indians who had their
homes in !linnesote until 1852, but were driven out on
account of the massacre, the fallure of the medlcinem:n
and the zlory of Christianity ‘é’?re published among

the lands of %he Sioux natlon.

Ottomar Cloeter was zlso anxious to resume his mission-
ary labors. Thus far he had been unsuccessful in organizing

an Indian ecngregation end an Indlan school and had been

——

BsBowler. o, eit., p. b

86uotrett, op. oif., pp. Bl=5.

87ma., ». 8s.
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unable to win any of the heathens to Christianity. But re-
dedicating himself %o his ministry, he renewed his work in
the hope that eventunlly an Indlan congregation would be

T

egtablished. After o brief stay at Fort Rlpley, the mls-
glonary decided to return to Crow Wing, slnce hils wife and
children were 111l and the living conditions in Crow Wing
were somewhat better. Since the situation was still deanger-
ous, he and hils famlly were unable to remain at Crow Ving
but were forced to go to Belle Prairie. Here they remained
at the home of come ncquaintances for ten days and then re-
turned to Crow Wing. 98  (loeter indicated that he planned
to continue his missicn visits {rom Crow VWing, since he be-
lieved that the misscion work would be more effeotiva and
leas costly 1f he utilized this village as his base of oper-

ations. Instead of being burdened with the management of

a missicn farm the missicnary could visit various Indlan

‘tribes while his fanily remained eafe in Grow Wing.®? Cloe-

\ter rented a house for three dollars a month.9° In the win-

ter of 1862 he mentloned that he had the opportunity to pur-
chage a house with four city jots for five hundred dollars,
adding that the bullding was in exeellent conditlon and

884y in Minnesota
lasionsbhericht ueber Gabitawigama s
und Isabelln County in mcmgan." Der Lutheraner, XX (Octo
ber 15, 1863),

891b14., ». 27.
201ma.
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could hardly be erected for eight hundred dollars.gl At
its convention in Fort Yayne in 1866 Synod directed Cloeter
to purchase the house "in which he was presently 1iving. "2
This may have been the same bullding to which he referred in
the winter of 1862, |

The misslionary exmerisnced numerous personal difficul-
tles during these last years that he acted as ths Missouri
Syned's missionary to the Indians in Minnesota. Frequent

1liness in his family necessitated his presence and preven= -~

ted him from giving more %ime to his mission work. As a
result of the destruction of the Indian mission at Gablta-
wigama and the loss of his nersonal belongings, Cloeter

acerued a subatantinsl debt. In a letter written on Hoveme

ber 15, 1862, the mispionary complalned that he had to pur-
chase thirty-five dollars' worth of blankets and that 1%

@ e

had cost him seventy-five cents a day to feed both his
horses, exnenses which put him in financiel straig.htsogj

Because of these nrivations, he sold his horges at St. Cloud
where he received ©115 and a yoke of oxen and also sold nls

T

91l‘3.1.i-. p. 29,

92 | Drelzehnter Synodal-Bericht der Allie-
Zwoglfter und Drelzehnter Synodal~
soallfter und Jrelzohnte Hissouri, Chio U,

I s, = ol
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93"?¥llssionsber1cht ueber Gabitawlgama in M:I.m(:gs::ge :nd.
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coltz for ninety-tvo d.c»llmf'a.gl"'

Many minor detalls consuned much of Cloeter's time and
hindered him in his gtnudles of the Chivnewa language. Hired
help was uncbtalnable and the mlgslionary did not desire $o
hire any Tndians, since they were lazy and could not be
trusted.’? The situntion wes somewhat alleviated in the
winter of 1864 when a male gervant came from Amslith, Hich-
igan, to assist Cleooter in his manual duties. His arrival
enabled the missionary to continue his studies of the Chip-
pewa language, but unfortunately he 4id not remain with
Cloeter vory 10117;;.‘»36

Although Cloeter was hampered by various household
tasks, the miselonary continued to pursue his language stu-
dies and honed that he would goon be able to nreach to the
Indlans in their own tongue., [ozt of hig books and stulles
on the Chippewa Language had been destroyed but Cloeter
managed to obtain an old worn copy of Baraga's Indlan gram=
mar. Wevertheless, he needed an interprefer to assist him
in his wor: , but most of them living in Crow wing were worth-
1ess. For a brief time Cloeter utilized the services of one

of these intersreters, but he had to be disnissed because he

pesoI

2
gl.IJAQ-

SCloetar, op. cit., pp. 50-1.
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waa frequently intnxlcater'!..97 In 1866 an Indian named 0Jjin-
avlgljik from Moose ''anter Lake lived with Cloeter and pro-
vided him with valuzble assistance in his studles of the
Chippewa language. The Indian, whose name meant "Ringing
of the Sky," had been baptized by 2 Protestant missionary
and could gpesk fTnglish fluently so that with his instrue-
tlon the missionary was able to make ranld progress in the

Chippewa language. 98

By 1866 Slevers was able to inform
Bynod that Cloeter had mastered the Chippewa language and
was able to address the Indians in their own tongue.”
Much of the time that Cloeter had spent in Crow Ving
had been oceupied with meninl tasks, so that he had little

Or no opportunity %o reaume his mission labors. During the
v

autwin of 1865 he had made several trips to various Indian
Villages and as o result of these efforts became ill suffer-
ing from fever, fatigue, and = nervous disorder. A dector
who lived approximately nine miles on the opposite gide of
Fort Ripley managed to nurse him back to health, so that he

gradually regeined his strength and was able to continue his

97—@- » P . 163.
98“i-iiasionsb‘erleht des Pastor Sievers," Der Lutheraner,

AXIIT (Hovember 1, 1866), 3.
99., oy gg!- ericht der Allge-
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work.mo Cloeter then viglted an Indian encampment at Moose
Vater Lake, forty mlles eaat and fifty wmlles north of Crow
Wilng, Here several Il dians indicated their desire for a
misslonary and agked Closter to live with them. The mig-
glonary vislted another bhand of Indiang at Ottertall Lake,
some sixty to seventy miles west of Crow Ving and stated
that 1f a migsion wers organlzed at !ioose Water Lake, he 3
could also minister to the Indiang at Uttertall Lake, 101

In the asummer of 1867 Cloeter received permission to
establish a mission at loose Vater Lake. He immediately
left Crow Ving for the new location and began to build a
log cabin for himself and his family, confident that the
Lutheran work among the Chippewa Indians was about to enter
& new era. liis joy, however, was premature, for while he

wag in the orocess of building his cabin he received the

News that thes United States government had determined %o
remove the Indiane to the distant reservations of lhite Qak
Point and Red River of the lorth above Pokegeus. The Indian

agent informed the Indlens that if the Indlans would not
mOVe o the reservatlons of their own accord, force would

be employed.loz | Thus, the hopes of illssionary Cloeter and

100(}1091:61". on. cit., D. 5k,
33k 101"5"18810nsbericht des Pastor Sievers," oo. glf., DP.

102, ¥XIV (August 1,
h .
1868), 18 Dilsalonsberioht." Der Lutheranexr,
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the Misgouri Synod %o organize a new Indian mission came to
an end. and with 1% the entire Indlan mission nrogram of Sy=-
nod., 2e2dly Cloeter asked in o letter wriltten on January 25,
1868, if Cod would yet show another way for the mission %o
realize its oh,}ectlva.103

Volices had slready risen by this time, which advocated

the termination of 211 Indian mission work., At Synod's con-

@

critically exanined Pastor

vention in 1866 the delegate
Sievers, ths chalrman of the Fission Board, as to the pro-
gress of the linnesota tlselon and asked if a mission among
the Indians in Canada would not be more successful., Slevers
answered saying that the mission field in CUanada wag closed,
Bince other denominations had already monopolized thls terri-

tory. After continued questloning, Synod finslly resolved

to continue %o support Closter provided he still desired

and wae able to continue his work and dwell among the In-

dlane. It further resclved that Cloeter be visited and thed
he be refluirva to submit quarterly reports conceraning hie
work, whlch would be published in Der uﬁ_r_l,era.ng}: 104

Synod had hoped that Cloeter would be able %o record

Some measure of succees by 1868. Vhen, however, no progress

10
3&&. . D. 181,
104 dsy Allge-
Zgog;fggr Dreizehnter S _.m.ﬁf_ll-?_xl‘ﬂl-
Eeinan r. = - de von Wisgourd, h;o n. &
-¥L —ﬂ&&m vemg. utﬂ( 6——‘1%.2-.%9_ Closter was not ex-

cuged ror his abeence u,t the twelfth session.
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could be chown and when Closter vas forcel to renort that
he was unable to establlash o nission at lloose Yater Lake,
Synod concluded that future work among the Indlans would be
futile. At its conventlon in 1868 Synod, therefors, re-
_}/\aolved. to close ite mission in Minnesota as well as in Isa-
bella County and tormineate 21l Indlesn missicen work., Cloeter
was adivesed to accept a eall to = (erman congregation in the
vicinity of his Indisn labors, as wae also Niessler,197 The
former missionary received and accepted a call to St. Pet-

er's Congregoation at Zicnshors

- b

later called Afton, in Wa.al'_;-

39
ington County, Minnesots, and wvas installed by Pastor E.

Rolf on August 9, 1868, 106 Here (loeter remained until his

death on March 17, 18 07, faithfully serving hls congrega=

tion and beconing the first president of the newly orgai=-

ized Minnesots Pistrict in 1882, & position which he held
until 1885.197 A1nmost twelve of Cloeter's forty-elght years
in the ministry hed been dedicated to the converslon of the "

Chippews Indlans in Minnesote and, though hindered by many
(o=

obstacles, he alivaye remained falthful to his calling.

PAred with the results in Michigan, the vork in Hinnesota

105*"«1saionsbnr1cnt," Der Lutheranet, XXIV (August 15,
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was develd of progress. lo Indian congregation was ever or-
ganized nor did any Indians accept the Lutheran felth., Ix-
cept for & few encouraging slgns, the migsion never really
prospered aid never vas really estavlished., Thus, one ob-
server asked ii Cloeter did not labor in valn, to which he
gave his own reply: ‘"Uternity will reveal the answer. Ve
trust the ‘ord of the Lord: 'Uy Vord shall not return unto
me vold, but it slhinll accomnlish that which I please, and 1%

shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it 10108

8. 5
10'-».aeyer', on. ¢it., p. 57.




CHAPTER VI
RECAPIPULAPION AND EVALUATION

"The Goszpel," as one historian has pald, "wasd a religi-
on %o be propagated. It was not 'a clolstered virtue' to be
cherished in secret by a body of devotees,” for Christ gave
Hie disciples the command end commission to preach it to
every cresture, > Congcious, therefore, of the Biblica2l in-
Junction and having the example ér the Church's early mils-
8lonary zeel, the Christlans who came to the New World also
Possesged as one of their objectives, the conversion of the
heathen. Protestants and Roman Cathollcs allke advanced
the cause of wissions and encouraged their European benefac-
tors to contribute generously for the galvation of the Amer-
lean Indian, Thus, for Sir Ueorge Feckham, the greatest
8ingle benefit which colonization would bring to the natives

of America would be:

» « « the most gladsome and happy tildings of the most
glorious gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, whereby
they may be brought from falsehood to truth, from dark-
neas to light, from the hie way of death to the path of
life, from superstitious idolatrie to sincere Chris- -
tianity, from ths devill to Christ, from hell to heaven.

1George Park Fisher, History of the Christian Church
(New York: Cherles Scribner's Sons, 1902), p. 2.

2or ; ' : iong in Ameri-
¥illiam Warren Sweet, The Story of Religions in Amerk
£a (New York and London: ﬁarper & Brothers Publishers,
1930), PP. 225-26.
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Nor were the Lutherans remisas in realizing their mis-
slonary obligation to the American Indian, If the Church of
the Reformation were %o remain true to the theology of the
Reformation--if 1t truly bellieved that all men were lost and
were unable to save themselves, that Cod in Christ had saved
man and declared him justified, and that only the Holy Chos$t
could convert%t the sinner--if the Lutheran Church were to re-
main falthful %o this Bibliesl falth, then 1t muat, of nec-
esslty, go and proclaim the Gospel to the natives of the
forest. The Lutherans, in Germany and the United States,
wvho labored among the Chippewa Indlans in Michigan and lin-
nesota were, thus, simply realizing their Reformation faith
and obeyinz their Lord's admonition to preach the Cospel to
every creature. In America they possessed a fruitful fleld
in which to test their mission abilities and manifest their
mission faith. In Jilchigan and lMinnesota they had the op-

portunity to actualize the words of Martin Luther, wnich he

.

wrote in his Exposition of 5t. Johni

For when a Christian begins to know Christ as his Lord
and Savior, through whom he 18 redeemed from death agd
brought into His kingdom and lnheritance, his heart 1is
aglow with a flaming love of God and he_would gladly
help everyocns to the same experience. For he know:hng
greater joy than that he posseases this treasure, a ks
he knows Christ. Therefore he goes out and tezch:g g:_
exhorts other people, praieing and testifyinrgt o R
fore all men, praying and yearning that they too
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attain to such grace.’

Yotlvated by a zeal for the conversion of the American
Indian and nartlally onrompted by an awareness of the white
man'e coniribution to the Indian's degradation, Lutherans
sought to establish a2 mission outpost on the American fron-
tier. 'This mission project, however, was never viewed ex-
clusively sz a foreign mission endeavor but was usually as-

8oclated with *inner" or home mission and generally took the

form of o migsion colony. ¥ilhelm Loshe was largely respon-

slble for such an arrangemeny, hoping thereby to serve both
the Indians ond the Lutherans. He belleved, therefore, that
home missions should lesd to foreign missions and that a mis-
slon congregation and not an individual miasionary should be
the means employed in winning the heathen for Christ.u The
eXample of Frankenmuth with its Germen Lutheran colonists
and 1ts missionary-pastor remained the hope and ideal for
later Lutheran missionaries. 7Thus, sometime after the Sioux
uprising in 1862, Ottomar Cloeter wrote from Crow Wing sug-

ge8ting that some German Lutherans migrate to Minnesota and

establish o colony in his vieinity, which he could then

BW & 5 ! tt omplilers and trans-
largarete Steiner and Percy Scott, com
lators, ngg by Day We Hegnify Thee: Daily Meditations from

Luther's Writings arranged socording to the Year of the
.C.lmﬁ Tﬂ PrIiiNgs arranged, 20007 0), p. 217.

Philadelphla: Huhlenberg Press, 1950/,

uLuﬁwig Ernest Fuerbringer, Persong gnd,gzggggi(st.
Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1947), pp. 10-1l.
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utilize as a base for his nlsslon operationa.5 Perhaps E. G,
H, ¥lessler had this in mind when he placed a notlee in Dep
Lutheraner in 1856 inforning the Lutherans that land was
avellable at £ifty cents an acre in the vielnlty of the
Bethany misslon.6 |

One of the major problems faced by the Lutheran Church‘\\
- Hlsgouri 3ynod in operating its Indian miesions was the \-
lack of misslonaries, a shortage which the Synod wae never //v)
able %o overcome. In fact, it ls remarkable that the His- /7
sourdi Synod could continue its mission work until 1868 at
all, aince after 1855 only llessler and Cloeter remailned
ectively at work among the Chippewa Indlans. Frior to thils
date Synod had the services of Augugt Craemer, J. F. Haler,
Georg Sinke, “duard R, Balerlein, Johann J. F. Auch, J, E.
Roeder, and ©. ¢, H, Miegsler, but when five of these men
acecepted calls to serve the Church elsewhere and another,
Hisslonary Maler, accidentally drowned, only Miessler re-
mained to continue the work. Synod had thus far 1argély de-
Pended uwpon other Lﬁtherans to furnish the missionariles, the
candidates being supplied elther by Pastor Friedrich Schmid
in Michigen or by Wilhelm Loehe of Heuendettelsau and the

5431 881lonsbericht ueber Gabitawigama in Minnesota und
Isabella County in Hichigen," Der Lutheraner, XX (Cctober
15, 1863), 28.

: 6"Fuer Colinisten,* Der Lutheraner, XII (January 2,
1856), 79.
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Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Misslon Society in Germany.
Ipdeed none of the men laboring in Michigan had received
thelr minlisterial training at an institution operated by
the Miassouri Synod with the exceptlon of Roeder and even
Ottomar Cloeter, who initiated the work in Minnesota, re-
celved his theological tralning in Cermany. Ae a result of
this devnendence upon other Lutheran organizations, the His-
{ souri Synod found itself unable to meet the criticel short-
age of missilonaries when the need arose. Doctrinal d4if-
fersnces with Schmidls Michigan Synod and with ¥ilhelm
Loehe brought to an end the supply of missionaries from
thesge two sources, while the expanding nission progranm of
the Lelonzig ¥ission Soclety prevented that organization
from sending any men‘to America after 1854. Thuas, the Mis-
souri Synod was compelled to look elsewhere for trained per-
sonnel!

The HMission Board had frequently sought to enceurage
young men to prepare themselves as Indlan missioﬁarles and
¥iessler and Closter had often cslled Synod's attention to
the need of additional workers, both lay and clerical, to
aselst them in their labors. In February, 1856, Pastor Fer-
dinand Sievers, chairman of the Misslon Board, pleaded for
"plous Luthersa boys" who would be willing to go %o Bothany

and learn the Chivpewa language and, thus, prepare LT
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selves for the Church's Indlan missions.’ As a result of
his and ¥legsler'a exploratory trip to Minnesota, HSlevers
informed Synod that two wmlsaslonaries could be utilized in
Hinnesota as well as in Michigan, adding, however, that if
two men could not be supplied, they would be content with
one.8 Somewhat later in 1860 Sievers renewed his plea for
additional miszslonaries, urging Synod to send another mis-
sionary to Cloeter.” HNeither Gloeter nor Miessler received
an assistant but were forced to continue their mission work
alone. Although a number of men like August Craemer were in
a position to train ministerial candidates for work among
the Chippewa Indians, nothing was done and no additional
missionaries were placed into the field. The Indian work
in Michigan and Minnesota was stymied and eventually foreed
to capitulate.

The missicnaries received some encouragement in the
knowledge fhat several young men were preparing themselves
to serve the Indisan missions. Of these, Heinrich Craemer,
80on of the famous missionary at Frankenmuth, appeared to be

best sulted for the difficult work, having already mastered

S

7vReisebericht, ' Der Lutheraner, XII (April 8, 1856),

13s.

i B“Anthony Falls, den 21. August, 1856," Der Lutheraner,
XIII (September 9, 1856), 15.

9Z§hﬂzgg Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Deutschen

Evang.-Tuth. Synode von Missouri, Chio u. a. Staaten vom
Tamﬁrg £ uxgg.e ¥ gourd, o
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the Chipoewa language. HHe had lent valuable assistance to
dilgslonary Auch and later to lMiessler and Cloeter, remaln-
ing with the missionsry in Minnesota for two years and in-
structing him in the Chippewa language.lo Craemer graduated
from Concordia Seminary in S%. Louis in 1866, but never be-
came an Indian mlsaionary!ll besldes Heinrich Craemer, two
Indian youths, Philip Mashuk and a certain Paulus, had en-
rolled in Synod's practical seminary at Fort Wayne by 1857
J/&nd 1%t was naturally hoped that these two young men would
Drove to be o great asset in the missionary field.? In
this the Lutherans were imitating other denominations who
had euccessfully employed Indian converts as mlssionarles
and teachers. The lethodists especlally had utilized na-
tive converts to great advantage, and such Indians as John
Sunday, John Taunchy, John Cahbeach, George Copway, and

Feter larksman made significant contributions %o the cause

10y, £ Grace (St. Louis!
alter A. Baepler, A .C._e_lrln of Lrace
Concordia Publishing House, 1947), pp. 128, 132-34.

11 ks ronliche Naohriohten," Der Lutheraner, XXII (July.
15, 1866), 17k

12heunter eriont der Allgemeinen Deutschen
e Synodal-Ber Staat vom

Evang -._L_tz, h. von lilsgouri, Ohlo u. 2.
—QQEE 1857, p? node Phillp also snelled "Philiop" had entered

"Philipp
Fort Wayne in 18 6 His name 18 also given as
Gruett. ¢ y See “uzssionsbericht des Pastor Sievers," Der

El.ﬂl._e_r_az_n_eg YXITI (November 1, 1866), 35. Paulus entered
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of Methodist missions among the Chippewas.t3 But the Luther-
ans were not as successful as thelr rivals, for both Phllip
and Paulus were later forced to discontinue thelr studles.
Pagulus had proved to be unworthy, for he stole from his
classmates and later left Fort Yayne., Hlesgler Talled 1n
his efforts tc regain him for the Ghurch.lu Philip con-
tinued his studies for a while, but was forced to leave
sometime in the latter part of 1861 or early in 1862, since
he had contracted syphills from his parents,t3 However, he
continued to correspond with hie frlend, Miessler, and never
forgot what the missionary and his friends in Fort Wayne
had done for him.16

Humerous nroblems plagued the Missouri Synod as it

sought %o operate its Indian missions in Michigan and #in-

nesota, and not the least of these was 1inadequate financial

support. Funds were largely ralsed by sppeals to friends

1%¢ade Crawford Barelay, "Early American lethodism,

1769-1844, ' History of Methodist Migsions (New York: The
Board of ﬁiaETSszghEThhurch Txtension of the Methodist

Church, 1950), II, 154, 156, 158.

laﬁehnter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Deutschen
Evang. -Luth. Synode von Hissouri, Ohlo u. a. Staaten vom
Q%hg% 1860, p. 67. Also “Missionsbericht,” Der Lutheraner,
XVI

March 6, 1860), 115-16.

15“Mlsslonsber1cht ueber Gabitawigama in MHinnesota und

Isabella County in lNichigen," Der Lutheraner, XX (November
1, 1863), 38.

16"Bericht ueber dle Miasion unter den Indianern,® Der

Lutheraner, ¥XI (August 15, 1865), 186. Also "Mlsslonsbe-
richt des Pastor Sievers,' op. git., D. 35.
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and fellow Lutherans, and contributions were received fronm
interested persons 1ln Zynod and donators in Iurope. Such
appeals for money were usually vrinted in Der Luthersner.
Thus, August Craemer appealed to the "Lutherans in America®
for flnancial assistance, stating they could no longer de-
pend upon thelr friends in Germany for such a1d.17 A stir-
ring appeal for funds was directed to all Lutherans in
Qctober, 1850. They were admonished not to neglect thelr
mission contributions and were urged to read Hark 12:h1-44,
80 that the stery of the widow's mite would induce them to
emulate her sacrificial devotion.+® That these contribu-
tlons were inadequats, however, was noted by Misslonary
Eduard Balerlein in an article which was directed to all the

readers of Der Lutheraner in April, 1853. 3Salerleln ex-

horted the Lutherans to increase their financial support re-
gardless of their other contributions. He cited the example
of several Prussian churches, which contributed to missions
inepite of their heavy indebtedness and other obligations as
well as the example of the Indians themselves. "Surely,”
concluded the missionary, "if these Cermsn and Indian Chris-
tlans .can give so generously of their material wealth to

the migsion of the Church, then the readers of Der Lutheraner

17“ﬁ13310nsnachrichten aus Frankenmuth," Der Lutheraner,
V (HMarch 6, 1849), 109-10.

la“Dringende Bitte um Unterstuetzung uneereibﬂlssions-
Casge," Der Luthepaner, VII (October 29, 18501, 40.
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will, yea, must do likewise."l? Nevertheless, the Luthersn
misslbnaries centinued %o laber under financial hardships
and the necessary funds wersz often lacking. In fact, the
situation in 1862 was so serious that V. Sihler had to make
a speclal aovpeal to the congregations of Synod, since the
nisglon treasury wag empty.zo

The mission festival was frequently employed as a means
of encouraging the Lutherans to confribute to the support of
Synod's Indiasn missionarles and to stimulate interest in the
Indinn mission program. Such a featival was celebrated in
Collinsvilie, Illinois, in 1857, The service was well at-
tendéd and the band of the Collinaville congregation accom-
Panied the singing. 0. F. ¥. Yalther based his sermon on
Acts 16:8-10, choosing as hie theme: "The great need of the
heathen world still crying loudly for help." In the affer-
hoon Professor August Crasemer told the congregatlon about
the beginning of Synod's work among the Indians.? The
first mission festival in Wisconsin was celebrated 1in 1859
by the congregations of Watertown and Lebanen. At this ser=-

Vice Pagtor F'. Lochner of Milwaukee lectured on the Indlans

——

19 upyer unq ueber Mission," Der Luthevaner, IX {April
12, 1853), 107-8.
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and the misslonary endeavors among them, after which the of-
fering was gathered, which amounted to @30.01.22

Occasionally individuals or societles supplied the mis-
slonaries with speclal items. Balerleln was, thus, able to
furnish and beautify the interior of the Bethany chapsel
through the efforts of friends in Europe. Lutheran friends
in Dresden, (termany donated altar vestments, and the Graf
von Eingiedel presented the Indlan congregation with a
beautiful crucifix.?3 The missionary also recelved gifts
from Ruseia, Latvia, Germany, and congregations in the United
States to assist him in the erectlon of the Indlan chapel.24
When Ottomar Cloeter accepted the call to Minnesota, the
ladies' aid socletles in Frankenlust and Monroe, Michigan,
Supplied many of the furnishings of the new household.Z23
Somewhat later Cloeter petitioned Synod to furnish his wife
with a sewing machine. The request was granted sometime in
1861 and the various ladies' ald sccleties of Synod were ap-

pProached to contribute to the cost of the sewing machine, a

e

221p1d., p. 0.

ZBEduard Bailerlein, Im Urw (Dresden, Germany: Jus-
tus Naoumann's Buchhandlung, 1889), pp. 152-55.
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E&l%gggrLutheri hes Migsionsblatt, No. 4 {February 15,
185 )l 58"' Oo .

2511 ggionsbericht, * Der Lutheraner, XIII (June 16,
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plea which did not go unanSWered.zé Nor did the women of
the church forget the Indlans, frecuently sending them gifts
in the form of clothing.?’ Such efforts by these and other
interested persons gresatly allevliated the shortages of the
missionaries and the Indlans and added that personal note,
which encouraged the laborers to continue to work in the
Vineyard.

Miggionary work among the American Indians in the mid-
hlneteenth century was no easy task. The men who left the
comfort of thelr homes and the companionship of their friends
entered a land which to a large degree was still vold of the
niceties of life. Confronted by numerous difficulties and
Obstacles, misaionaries like Miessler and Cloeter continued
to work in the hope that some would be saved. Living in
pPrimitive condltions, laboring among indifferent if not
hostile Indian tribes, and hindered in communicating the
Gospel because of thelr inability to entirely master the
difficuis Chippewa language, the missionaries occaslonally
became discoursged. This was particularly true when members
Of their own race sought to destroy their labors and when

members of their own Church evidenced a lack of interest.

It 15 o teatimony to their courage and faith, that they

S ——

261311 ga1onebericht,” Der Lutheranep, XVILI (Hovember
13, 1861), 53. X

274Reise Nach Bethanien,” Der Lutheraner, ¥II (June 17,
1856), 17u.
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continued to labor among the Indlans as long as they diq,
and that they sought to encourage 3ynod to continue its work
even as late as 1868,

It is always Aifficult to evaluate things spiritusl
and to determine to what degree the proclamation of the
Word has met with success, for one cannot simply measure
the things of the spirit in terms of numbers. Certainly
this must be remembersd when one seeks to defermine whether
Or not the Lutheran Indian mission was successful. The hisg-
torian, therefore, can only form an opinion from the facts
28 he has found them and on the basis of these formulate an
oninion,

“hen one exaninssg the Lutheran misslon work among the
Chippewa Indians in Michigan Trom 1840 to 1868, one 1s in-
clined to come to the conclusion that 1t was unsuccessful.
Unlike the liethodists, who labored in the same arsea, no
Permanent mission stations were established and no indi-
vidual band of Indians were wholly converted. Converslons
vere to be found among individual Indlans rather than tribes
and frequently theses were of short duratlon. Hisslonaries
like Mlessler could only record individual conversions and
never were able, with the possible exception of Balerlein,
t0 claim that an entire tribe had been won for Christ.
Even mors dlsconcerting is the fact that those who had be-

come Lutherans, finally defected either returning to their

Pagan ways or arfiliating themselves with the Methodlists.
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The scene in lMinnescta was even more pathetic, for here
Cloeter falled %o eatablish an Indian mission in the true
sense and was unable %o point o any success whatsoever.
Finally, the most damaging commentary on the Lutheran In-
Gian mission enterprise was the Missouri Synod itself, for
it came to the conclusion that ite Indian nissions were a.
Tailure and, therefore, terminated all Indian work in 1868.
Certainly if the Synod which operated the Indian missions
came to such a conelusion, an lmpartial historlan would el-
80 be‘inclined t0 labal the mission program a fallurs,

Nevertheless, there are other tangible indications
¥hich enable one to conclude that the Lutheran mission among
the Indians was not totally unsuccessful. MNiesgler himself
acknowledged this when he directed the readers of Der Luther-
aner to those Indisns who had dled in the faith and were -
buried in the small cemetery in Bethany. These were a
pPesitive indication that the Word, which he had preached,

had born fruit. Vhen in Isabella County this same misslonary

etated thet many Indians who had formerly resided in Bethany .
8t111 confesaed the faith wherein they had been baptized,
even though they now belonged to the Methodist Church.
Thug, he could take comfort in the knowledge that some remained
Talthful %o the Gospel which he, their former missionary, had
Proclaimed. The seed had been sown and some had brought forth
fruit,

It must not be forgotten that the Lutheran missionaries
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vere part of that large number of faithful laborers who
brought the Goapel to the aborigines of Amerlca. Their con-
tributions, though not etartling, were, nevertheless, sig-
nificant. It certalnly was noteworthy that CGCerman Lutherans
confronted with numercus personal problems in s new land,
dld not conslder theilr difflculties sc enormous that they
could not take = vital interest in their Indian neighbor.
Instead of bemo=ning their difficult conditions, they rose
to the occaslon and sent men to lsbor in the vineyard; sent
men who hed to experience innumerable hardships and perscnal
handicepe in crder to minister to the Americsn Indien.
Through diligent study they learned the Chippewa language,
meking noteble contributions to the study of that language
and producing scme Tine translations of the Bible and other
religicus books. And finally, through perseverance and
self-denizl, they helped in thelr own small way to dispel
the superstitione and fears of the Indian mind and replace
them with "the religion of the Rook, the redemption of the

Savior of mankind, the true worship of the Father in heaven,

the one living and true God."za

28Thomas C. Moffett, The American Indian on the MNew

Trail (New York: Hisslonary Education Movement of the ot
States and Canada, 191%), p. 278.
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