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71 
v,a.a ricuargeJ. beomuie of bi:. ao i on. 

21. 

I n I~oma 'bet rothal Wta.& ver y &ol.emnly and f'er.t1vel :, oeleb1•e.ted. Val'¥ 
72 

~r1.endti of bot h �h�o �u �s �e % � were p1'8:1eat. 

'.1:.'hi3 r s.:.a"Ul• r f ~J :,•a ~:? \'1Ul ' d:S \7Gr C,?;»ok:~ 4 ~,a tw5en Lile .}1:0 peoti v ,IJ."•J an4 

t 10 i' ... t .116~ 0- -.be Jirl . i!tt 1.1 Otl _.l ao ~d. U, .r:..n or. t ~&.•~ • \lw r 1.h :tiuuer ot �b�l % � 
73 

_·10.uc:e •s l a:t IJaud.. l e:•., .L t e,1 iie SJ acl.iod. GOm otb 'r .1•!':\Jl r:,~ \1Jle 

•l ,1:ey w;z,s i.h•J c· i ..: oon.,id.o.'!'ut l un~ · :he oan,1Jl ti n uf t ll e lo~•~ �u �a �p �e�o �t % � 
•14 

; t :i1 ~est i vl t !.o:Ja 

i n h h 1.41:1 o.,: t i10 1>.ric1o uuda1· t l • 'ten·t o~ sli ~hL cauopy o.reu ·ee1 zor tllat 
75 

fJ �~� se (Pa. 19 • 4- b) . .!lm:'01.•1J t-,10 m1.u.e l itnoss,ss 9 1:ho :tut1.&ra tor oom 

ae,ve hia b1•1ue tL >i oce of mune:, • h • ove1• small • o,• o.r: mo11(W' •a ,1ortb for 
76 

u&e. ~his coin rni sM evan ba the perutah, ... :.m::iller ooppe1• ooln of' 

ol eat.ino. 'ClliB ··.-a.a i'oll01.1e:l b3 1.he ·,1.,rda: " ... e tllou consecrated t o ma." 
77 78 

Roma -ve a letter i u , t aad of the mon97. 

raere 1a somtl dou·aa as to \"lhe4 th 4 use of ~J.a;: .• OLtme int o uae. 
79 

!f"'ne ri ut; wao not ka1a.-;11 i n tall l d ... ea tamont. 
80 

in .u1cle.a · .aome u.a a. 01:i:" t tu 'the : 1anot\. 
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or a ~ .ritt.e:a ci .JWll&At. aclJi ~ ; '-::s:I t ,1is 1•111.;, at.::., m3.,1 Sil~ be co,ioe-
81 

crate . ( t>.i.' c;etru tiledl t lali.f e ' 11 

a l wai s l z1c1·11d,ll a. l u&'3l. duo rnent , :-lilich lill8Ci..: i ';1 "i"' .iJ,U'¥• ,..ii t.1:i, .1ud 
82 

!if"tual oblig{.tious . 

when tha g i v lnJ 0£ n rlO.'rl7 f3!1 i nstit.:tt ed ca ano t l>s ueter :nine.1 . lJ:l 
B3 

'.,:~l ur .. le days il. ·,:as c cwsi <lere•i a "lo S f: li't a.'bli; he<i Cllf, l;O!De ' ' 

Dia ·-- thor -~as bo, u to p.vc, i ds d .. wr;, £ 01,• hJ.& tc '\J uiit.er iu OCID-

fo.rmH y tu n.er Mt tion 111 1u·o. Th <• &econY "u~hto:- ooul a ol ai ra ::. por­

tl a a qua:.. t o tb. t OJ. b,;,1• ol d r cit:ter. 0 1· oue -tentil of ,,.11 i mr. 0T&1Jle 

hei1•s f' ·thci.1· !' J t h e 1·, WP. l' G • a ~nd t:o r,:ai at a in 'i. 1e i r aiP'&et·s •. _~teir 

-----------~---
~ -81. 
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8lated 1n mon97 or 111>na7'■ worua. the Jll■band waa o'bllg,4 to' a4d to lt 

one Jal:l" more. l:t lt oonalate4 ln J9\Yelr,9 he :bad to aaalsra to Jiel' 

s:muld the,- se,Parate (not d.1To1'0e) • he wa■ 

bouncl to allor, her a proper allmo117 and to readmit bel' t.o hl• table B.114 

hou• on the Sabbath-ova. ;\ wlte bed. the rlSbt to u• one tenth o:l" the 

donJ'Y :l"Ol" pln-mODtlJ • 

In the oa■e that the :tathel' :i.'alled to ■peol:4' the cl.0"179 he wa■ 

bound to glve her at least i!'l~ sua. 1:l" he exprea■l7 ■tated tbat ■he 

should have no d0\11",1 9 lt waa •14elloatel.7 enJolned'' upon the groom to 

■upply hla bride be:l"ore the marriage wlth ■uttlolent monq to inly the 

DeOeaaar, outf'lt. r,phans ware entitled to a dowl'7 o:t at lea■t :tlf''7 
86 

•~• rr0n1 the 1,aroch .al authontlem. 

Other provlalon■ were 8110 m:1C1e to protect the lntereut■ o:l" thll 

wOIIIQII. l t the :tether we.■ unable to p,q the dow17, the groom wa■ 

el ther to 118J'l"7 or dlvorae her. lf' the 'brlda her1eli provided the 

d0\'f179 the groom ooild let he1· \7&1t a■ long aa he oared. la oaae the 

aroom dled ~ter betrothal and bei"ore marrluse. the father of the 

brlcle n•a not "9a7 the clowey pMmlaed the diaea■ed to hl■ lnlnte 
85 

brother. A huabaad ooulcl not oul:lge hla wlf'e to leave the Bo17 ieac1 

nor the olty ot Janaalm. Heither ooul4 he :to1cup her to oJwnp a 

town :l"or a 001111t17 home, or vlae Tar••• nor a good holiae ~or a lNMI. 

Deao aN but a tew ot the 1118117 legal proteotloia■ 3lvea ln tba be-

trothal dooumeat■• The Sl'OOIII pal4 tJle aa■t■ :tor the lepl ~-•• _, _______ _ 
8'.. 3derllhelll9 SKBTOBES O.F JBWl-.,B SOOlii.J. I.lP'B• ma149-.ll50e 
8&. Gl'ND■tcme9 OP. OJ.~. 

, •• BllerllJlel■• OP. Ol'!ee :ppl"8-.180e 

81 



GeaeZ""".ll~ u 01tt..roth."ll teoat. ,:011~-:ecl. lNt tbla wo" ld aot be 
8'1 

Sl.1~,Pt.u.OUS • 

•r~ mu m :puz-e onll a:lla_le. Cotise J.lou t-l:, tiu.,:,- avo·dad t :nt ~-1l1eh r.ai191t 
OU 

t ttel' tho lei:,il m,:i.ttor•, wel'o i. !ahttd • or, a.:r·ter tbD 

Blea·sotl art 1'ho11. v -..oril, our God.. .::1na ot tho ~io.rld, ~ 
hath awtot.1i'1od us by 1110 1:omc:unu!!!~nts. and a.jo ined uo 
:..bout lnaea,. and :orbldden th betnthod, but nllo;.lb ue 
wad.de.I. iJ'¥ f:hiJPp:m (tho 1m1 ·rlot:a-,b3lclaohlno) wad betr:>thtl.l. 
,.;leo1ecl urt ·rJiou, "ibo aanatl:!'leat larael uy '111p)teh IUlcl 
betrothal •••• 

'lbis ·r.,-..e 1,0.r.imps oonoludod b:, • . beltflci10tlun over the stat.utor:,, cup o£ 
09 

~lns .. • .• 11lch \,aa in turn ts_stod by the bet.rotheii . 

s loo o.s tho mo..tJ o.r tho :fluoa'a tat}1er dld not opeal:, :£'1011\ panllo 

opinion. !baro were no le~ uumpils1ous. til were tree to 'break up. 

· ,..n:, OhlinilO oil' 0 lrol.lllBU:U138, oveH O.Q l:ll,.ll'OVOt pro9»eol fur eltbel' ••• 

&1Zff'l!llant oauao 'tor. cltw'oroa. 111 other ,,o.nts, aetrot'hBl 1"1a■ a melto 
90 

o~ aonYonlenoe obMnoJ na long ae 4e808i.l protltctblo an4 w1ae. ·::n-

angernent.■ lD M lfh laa. &lN ala1lal'lN obaerv-etl. 

: tat\bew 1. 18-19 aJlowa tmt betrot'bol -:.-;aa csooelde1'8cl nlrsoat equal 

o.t adulterz, til-, GUlltv wama -.:aa ati.1nee1 .jut a■ a ■ar.r-1.ell woawm. a:, 

all man• wa■ lt ooa814ered mcu.• l»tadiDtJ 11114 ali>lt11111 than ~-at■ d 

---------
IJIDee -M• 
:uu •• P,P141-iLIO. 
'XWlkB•• oi,. 01~.~ »21'• 



91 
our raoclal'll ,118'8• A toral d.lvol'Oe •• neaeaaa17 l i elther of the 

I 
two daas!rec:1 to braalc Uie betrothGle 

It aaema aanel'alq aaBWD d tmt in teroourae during the i>etrotml 

pa.l'l od v111s prohl'bl tea.. !lhe atatua o~ the betrothed ... flzed - the 
92 

oustoras of the varloua t0\7118. ond looalltle s. ID aome oaae■ lt wa■ 
93 

permitted that the woman could be ta.lean to her fUture huuband 1G home. 

Generall,- 1t wa.11 11n1,lled that p-aioo.l rela tions wen not befJIUl till 

dtar lho 1111ptlals. 

There ls another theo.17 whloh should be noted. Tha Jerusalem 

Talnr.td ln l!et. 250 ls quoted b7 .Sel.ldn to aa,-, 

In tho tamer dqa the7 ( the Gentiles) deareed rel1B!, oa.a 
persaoutlon ln Judah and the,- nped the daughters of 
I1rael. Th&Y deareed that the looal Nler should OOM 
upon her tlrst (that ls. upo11 the 11ewl7 m2rlad WCIIBII). 
The7 ( the uages) therefore orclalnad that the husband 
should hllVe raa.r1tal rela t1011a with the batl'Ot!lad. vtlllle 
aha waa atill at her tatha1'' • hou■a (before the nuptial&). 

!fill a ._,as to have oontlnued ln Judah. 'b11t cll■o·aatlnuecl ln Galilee. 

11.tter the ,Jaooabeaa Period a change of papulatlaa took plaoea thla 18 
94 

given aa the rea10n for the d1aoontlnuat1on ot thls ouatm ln GaU.lee. 

Ia t h is 0011aeotlon ,ve are .reminded or the pJ'OhlblUon asalnst tb8 hleli 

pri est mar17ln3 ~one who had at acme t111e 'beea betrothed to acmea11e9 ,. 
to a11■11.re that ha wOlllcl be mal'l7lng a vl.rg.tn. 

Ji. oJlllcl born to a betrothed pal.r wm had pmnuptlal •• Nlatloa■ 

91. .81llklne C!Pe CIT•• »241. 
12. ''Mal'1'1&ge"1 OYOLOPEl>I /1 o·;o BIBLI0.d.Le 'm!::OLOUI C..U. ,iID> EOOL'BSI.AS­

TICAL LI'lBDA!l'lmE• V, p7f4., 
n. GNanetaae, ''ll&l'l'lage - Ia Fabbialoal i.1terature"• THE J Si--11811 

EHOYOLOPR 1lA1 Vil.I• p33'P. ' 
M. Belkla~ OP. OIT.-1 JWP246...24.7e 
I&. -gpatela1 OP. 'OI!fo i,331.e 



,aa stven the nnk ot a doubtful -•r (ohlld ot an lnoaatu011■ or 

adulterous union ). ~he m~har wn.■ SlTen the rtSht to teati~ to the 
V6 

legltlmaoy of the oblld. 

~a marriage f'oUO\ved the betrothal attar a lo 1891" or llhorter 
97 

period. ~he llmlt■ ware fixed by t1vJ law. Gelkle ■uggeat■ that 1 t; 

ml:,it mve bean weP.kD, montha , or even a ,vmle :,ea r bef'ore the tbla.l 

nupttal aeramaa:, wa a obael'V'ed. The lntarYal gave th'l 'brl4a tlma to pre­

pare her■eli", to sof'ten the JBin o ~ p82'tlna trom her f'rlenda, also 
98 

parhBpa to glve thain lona er benafl t of' her household aer,rlaea. 

Ile JIA R 1l 1 A G' E 

The • omana were Yel"J auperatlt1ous and mad.a aartaln that the 

da te ot tho marl'lage would ba auaplclous. .i,' 01' th11 rea::1on \18dcUng■ 

\'18ra never aontraoted dlll"ing the raonths of' ~ Y, earl¥ i.1&5 or June. 

Cartaln other elate■ were aluo oon■14ared taboo. l>w.-1.Dg noh lDB.11■-

ploloua perlods neither the state nor 1ha prloat wow.cl tuaatlon nor 
99 

88Datlcn the marriage. 

?.1he OOIIIDOD wedding dlq tor J-1■h r.&lclan■ Wll■ a We4•11Clq atter­

aoan. Thl■ all wad the ft.rat cloy■ ot the 'flek tor pze.pamtlon. 11 

al■o aava the Jm.sbaacl, lt he aa 4ealred, the o_pportunu,- to peter 

abarpa against the pzreYlmur oh:11tlt7 ~ hl• brl4e before the loaal 

Sanhedrl.11, whioh ■at nar., Tmr14a7. Tbs •mac• of a wt.4ar, •• 

oalebrated on 'l!ml'l41f' attemooa1 thl■ left three &lq■ of the wek ________ ..,. 
I&. IBID•• i,2811. 
ffe Bclarldlellle sn,RQJIRS OF J!lVISH SOOL\.L LII!'Be »1,&J.. 
,.. CIUUII .. GelaJd.e. 91 LlR .an ·,oms OF OJIDIS!I!. -·· 
19. i'Qaker• OP. Ol!l!ee p217e 
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100 
tor "re.1ololns wlth be.re" 

nab'binloal 11 te.ntlll'8 aketoheu othei.- prohl bl ted aeaaona. !&.1hlrv 

days of mD'.il'DlDS ware to be obaervecl ai'ter the death oi a near· ralatlTe. 

• wldcmer wus to wal t three testlTals ~tv the deo.th c4 hi■ wl te. It 

lB had little ohilclren ,9'ho needed oare. or if he hnd no children from 

the r avloua roo.rrit:.UOw he might mar17 attar seven dqa. I:.xaapt when 

urGant oaaaa 4omundell lt . .. ubbath•• holy d&Ns. also week-cicqa ot the 

Holyd~• ,,ere not pemlaaible periods. !Che first nine ~• at the month 

ot Ala were mournlna dqs . end heme no mar.rlagea might be oonsu11111m:t;ad. 

So.'De prohi ill tad the three weelal from the 17th ot ~-• to the lUllth ot 

~ :b. Only on apeo1f'1ed dqt: durlna the tlr.ie trooi the r-a■aove.r to the 

Sha'bll•at ware marrlngaa pc;rmltted. .la aorae looalltlea lt was oustCJD8!7' 
101 

to wa lt only till the 33rd. ~ of '4Der. 

Josephus reported thia ouatom. I i" a.qro11e would take n ,voman aapt1Te 

al ther a Tirgln or marr1ea. he was not to aarr,y her lmnedla te.J.7. .Rather 

wa a he to give her the opportWllty to mOlll"Dw to llhll.Va her head 9 allCl put 

on mournln:s olothlna . ,;.ttel' th1rt;,v dqa marriage v111■ pel'mltted. How"'! 

ever, u·. dter luat was aat1ated, he would. tlnd DO 4a■1red tor her. ha 
102 

wa1 to f'1"89 hu and not nalre. her a ■lSVf'• 

we Jmoo var, 11 title about tile rellal,o~s 1,reparat1011 f'or •rrlop. 

Gelkle tell■ ua that both briCle an~ groom ta■ted •all da¥ 'before mer.l'lag9• 
loa 

~ad oonte■aed their afa ln p1•aver, a■ OD the llB.Y of' ;.. tonaaent. 

Be B<»Uf MAlllltAGE 

llaJV' Pl"Q&l'atJaa■ tor tJae ■Bl"Z'luae 'IIU'e ma4e la :RGll8• fJla Jaaa• ~ 

101. GNea■tone. OP. OI!f .. -·· 
'I 102. Jo■t,pJm■• ,\B!fl'4UlflBSe IV• YlU. 

103. oelJd.a. OP. OlT •• p,m. 



21. 

both were fastiTely 11 t up; the anoeatr.al oupboarda were opcau ~• 
10ft 

decorated with oal"peta, Wl"eatha, a n4 SJ'!&en t.wtse. The •••tlbulaa 

0£ both house■ were garlanded ,'4 tb leaTes snd bmtI'ba• i11"iencla and. 
106 

ollanta gu.th91'8d at the bride's m•• 

The bride's dreas wa s uaua.117 thg Sift ot· the groom. Plf.n7 the 

l ounger sent one ( uintllllon a Bi,tt ot tltt:, thoueam aeatel"Cea to help 

hlm pro·1lde the service a ncl t.rou .. sou.u toi• hie b1•1de. liloh b>:lclea WON 

ornaments a.ad Jawelr7 W11iab wero uaual~ 1r.iolu4ad lu t l1e outil t. · r&e 

pr l nc l!X'l part 01· the brldo.l 1•0i>Ga wu.a a square fiw.Jlu headdreaa9 
lo& 

tallln3 dawn to her aide■ wl1.h her taoe ex_,;, osed. Tlle b.rlc&e WOJ'e he 

hair ln abc pla1ta or b1•a lc111 "'1th o. coll on the head• parted by a apear­

ro .emiilira~ instrument. A b.l"idal wreath of ! lDw•r• wa s plaoerl on her 

ooli"ful'e. 3he was- to have Je.thered the■e no,•r• he1•aelt. ~a WOJ'e 

lo,, 7ellow shoao. .Prevlousl:, the bride h ad dedloa ted h~.r doll■ to the 
107 

household gods to lndloatG he maturity t. o tllem :mcl her taml~. 

In early dqa the 1:1.rlcle entered the groom•s house at the rise ot 

the ev an1D8 ■tar. L ater till• cuatom was ohunae4. The .f.ll'Ooaaalon wa■ 

held s am etlmo during the evenlnll• Stroete were or0\1llau wl tll a_peota-
. 108 

tore. nontlN■ ware lit 1n tJJe streets. Bef'o.re the 1>rooeNlo11 

then w,:ia a p n1tanaa ot oarqlna; th9 i>.rlde off' b7 :rorae. b 'b.rlcle 

was toll0\784 b)' bea-rva of the spln4la aD4 the dl■tatt. Sha Jutrnl.t 

was led ~ two pNtty bQJ'■• The lP'C)O■ aaattere•l 1111t■ o.r ooatettl 

104. Pr1edlaander9 OP. ~Te• i,231>. 
10&. ':IIDJmr• OPe Cl !l?ee ,»298. 
106. Pl'iedl=:idor. OP. Cl~. 
10'1e !;.'UOi:e!'e OPe Ol'!e 
108. 1na4laon4ftl"9 OP. OIT. 



bef'01'8 them. 

ft& bride wa■ oarr.Led aoro■a t1le threshold. The mm-nap oontNot 

wa■ algned aad aauled. ue.tol'CI Hitaeasea lra the reoeptloa lwlJ.~ ~ bride 

•• than lei 'b1" Yo12JISV marr-'ed WCllleD to the groom. 1_1JWse spolm a 
109 

fommlr, oa:,pa.rable to "Good luOk to 7oul11 ~ oouple neat to the 
110 . 

household altar and ■aorltloe4. !ibe groom save tire alll wat• to 1ille 

bride to ■lan11'7 their oommon sJmoe in goods. Sia then pra;ye4 to 
111 

the ~oa. Thia wa■ loolmd upon aa the lnti"ocluotlon to m.rriecl 11:te • 

.t\ ,·1ecl41ng dinner f'olla.va4 9 tho two sitting toBether. ~ e teasta beoame 

ao lUXlll'S. oua that they ha4 to be reatrlota1 b7 law. Gr-.t aum'bar■ ot 

entertainer■ and ctolaa \'MN present~ Huge SWDB ot moae,- wera u•4 aa 
. 112 

gltta to al 1 oi theaa. c. .f.fABBL\ GE :PBELUO:&\lUBS 

•&a J8\thh uricle waa veile tl f'rom hend to f'aot. '.i1he .retereDoe la 

Jevelatloa 19 9 8 '!'ould aean to i odioate a vell ot tine Whlta llnan. 

~hl• was in aooorcla.aoe with the F.&ateru idea o:r pr oprlat7 a.all al ao a■ 

a aimbol of' her aubJaotion (1 cor. 11.10). Bile was draaaed in a peou­

llar glrclle. 11111 waa alwa.,■ a part of hv 4re••• an4. the "at:tlra" 

Whloh ■lie owld aner f'ol'Set. Jeremiah aptalm ot thl■ la Te.rN 32 ot 

ohapter two. If' ■he had not been mal'rled be:roN. her halr •a• left 

tlowlng bllt was oovered with the Tel1. Jlel' wJJole clNs■ •• par.flaa4.-

Sba al,lttered with all the .Jewel• ot \9hloh h8 1'81111.~ lloa■ad.. U 

llhe wu■ poor. lllla would borzvn sane ~or ·t1ia ooaa■_loa. Sba ware a 

wreath 0£ U11nlo leaves, eith!tz- na1. ot ,gal.cl.• or 11S14ed. · ~• w.reaUI 

109. 'l.UoJatr• ~. Cl~ •• mt,298-IOO. 
11u. Jriedla~acle.r. QP. 01T. 
lll. 'l'W)ks.t'• <a. CJI.T. 
112e .il"ledl.8811del'• 0.Pe CIT. 



113 
beooine so ind:l.spensaulo tha·t l t became a tam tor the brido her1el:t. 

•~ ~allclu and -,~ebrO'J/11 !aooordln;; to Th01:u.on1 t1!f ••e 1,la:iicone.J t'l.lth kohl. . . , 

i Kel' eyes were made to D.ppoa.r almond-shc.pet17 lc-hl"3 ga-ve pecullt.r brllll­

anoi, to the au • !t oaueed a langu11ih1~, amorous ca.~t to her whole 
1·1.f. 

taoe. lier cheeks were emst1me6 oolo~ed with oosmetics. 

The br idegroom ..-01-e a crown, often oi r 10.1e1•·•• ,f thie o r o-:;n lt 

ta sa1d i n tbe uO!l!i' o! t,ulomon z. 11: 11tlle orc,,n merev11th his 1?10the.r 

C.r0 \"111.:•1 hit:i ill the !W:j of hi a 89).lOUSalG • aud 1D the d~ of Lho gladn••· 
115 1116 

of hh h eart. • 
I • - •• •• 

,tl&O esaentls.l tor the marrlega :restivl t1eo in Judea 'l'18l'o ''the 

f'risncls c~ the b.rldegro-,11. 11 1/e woui:d ·cr&l1.- t11e1n gn0fllaicen. Thls waa 

striotl7 s Jewtsi1 cuatum and noi; to be found 1n Galilee. In ,Jattb.ew 9 .• 

15 1'0ll1ldr en of the br'icle0hs.mber1
• ai-e men1,10ae d.. Thia \70.s a gene ral 

tel'ill ror a ll t~•e wl10 attencle · the we~ding. 

/ In .John 3 1 29 "the f'r1ead at the b.ridegroan" la me,,tlonedJ In 

Judea t\'iO 31"oomsmen were at ever'/! weddi,na; the one serve,i the groom. 

the other the };)ride. hef'Ol"8 the l!JC.r.ri. ge the:, noted as i,1term diaries tor 

the couple. ,1. t t11e wecdln,.; tl1ey oi"f'ered g!. : tu• wa1 tecl np>n the brlcle 
112 11a· 

eil gi•oom. ODs o~ these also acted as ma:,ter or O'Jremonlee. !rhq 

aluo attended the ooupla to 1:ho bridal ohnnii>er to attest. aa lt we.Ne 

the ah3at1v of the bride. T he latter ouetom aometlme• 4egeaerate4 

U4. w. ;i . TJmmaon, ~ I..i.N,J .u"fD ~ BO<llCe II, 11189. 
lll'S. Gellcl.e, OP. 01·.r., p530. 
116. I»ll>., :,p~U. 
11,. Edal·ahalm, OP. (IT., _ppl&a..163. 
118. .fateJ'IIOD1 OP. OI~., p272e 



31 .• 

lnto aoe.rseaoaa. , f'te1- the 111arrioge lt waa the ·du~ of' the groom81118D 

of' the brlde to malntalD the pl'Oper relo.tione between the coupl-.. ancl 

espelllully to clef'en4 the good .fame of the bride apl11at all auouaat1o■•• 

Exodua 199 1'1 Dptaka ot :.!oaea aa the "f'rien4 ot the b.l'ldegroom" wm 

lead.s out t;u, i>rld.e. Jehovah ln Paoia 689 7 la desori i>ad aa tho b.rld.e­

Groom meeting H la Church at Slnal. Certain myatlo writings olao de­

aorlba r.od as aoting as ''the f'irod ot the brldoaroom•• at the meeting 

ot our f'lra t parents in Ede~- An a.mlent .uabb1nl0'1l 001121nante.ey eta.ta• 

tba.t Goel Blmaelf' took the cup ot blessing 8Jld spoke the banedlntl oa9 

,?hlle t lohael and Gab:rlele the a1"oha"89la9 aoted ali 11the brlde8l"CJom•11 
119 

trlonds." to ou.r f'U-at parent■ ,1hon 1ihe7 wedde,1 ln Pazacllae. 

Ordlnar.v Jewlsh ouatan demanded that the gN>om nlth his 6l"ODl!lamen 

and f'riends go to the bride' a home to pt his bride wit h her attendant 
120 

rna.idena and friends and bring her to hi& own or bla pa.rent's home. 

!.i?be groom usually uent to get his b.rtde ln the evening . .tluteplalar■ 

o.r sln59r a went before the group. ~ e Sl'OOIDBID8D o.nd others oanle4 
121 

tlarinu torche s or la111p1. .a.oao.rdlng to .rev, lab autllorl ties, ten 

~~ch lamp a were ataaclard f'or auoh 9maea1lona. These lamp■ wre 1"0Un4 

reoep taolea tor piton or oil tar tm wlak. !fheae we.re plaoeil lD hollas 

cu»a or 4eep aauoe~•• taataasi b7 pointed ands into long wooden pole■ 
122 

aa4 aarrlail aloft. 

!1.'he 'brl4e waa led f'l"O!I her Jl8,tenal Jlome to 1ihat of' her huabaacl. 

119. !idaraballle OP. CH!•• JJ.Pl&3~M. 
120. Eclersha~. ~'BE .Lia! iJIIJ 'llUE.q Ot! ,Jl~;,US ~ IE t.m8SL\B., Ile it'N• 
121. Oeild.a. CJ!'. u1~ •• i,aao. 
12~. -•rabalm. OP. 01~. 
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l!"irat oaine the aound 0£ m12■lo; than oaMe thoae Tlho cllatd'buteil wlne 

a.nd oll amcma the ptoplo, and n,;ta smo:is the .>hlld.re11. ~ll9 brl4e• 

OCJV"eraa with h1Jr brtdal van, w-..ia au:.-l'OUalleu b~ h'9r co:.1paatonr. . Jhe 

wa■ led by "the :tr1onde o:r the brldegroon1" • tu1d 1"1.he child..,.o~ or ~ha 

brlde-o~ber11 (guests)• EVe.r:,thlnr; braetller· & f'entlve oJ;rtl'l .t. some 

oarrietl the lamr,e p.revlou~lY mentioned. '.i.'hc,se ue~rest .,c;l"e 11\Yrtl.9 

branche s a nd oht-\pletB of :tlowara. EVe17 one rooe t o salut e 1.he p:ro­

oeoalon. In ract, lt was deema~ almost a rell~tous duty to bret.:k into 
123 

p1•nhe o:r tho bea.ut:,, t he modesty, or the virtue GE t~u,. 'bride. ~• 

Ta.lmud has preserved us a ~,a-.r; l!.nas ot the oon~s :iung bN the br1de■i!lalrla 

e.nd g irls as they danoeu Le fore the br14e1 

Uer eyelids are not s t ained wlth blue. 
· er rad oheakEl are lier own ; 
Her hair hangs wavltls aa lt gew, 
:Jar gi•e.oe wero ·:,oal th, alone: 12tr 

··.1he n ■ho fl l'l'iVetl at her new home, :!be ~ .. , s letl to her husband. 

''Some sunh ror i1T..ih aa ' Taka her aocordtng to th'~ Law of ?.io£ea :lJ!ld ot 
128 

reruel,' would. i.le s·poken .... " The two wer e then crawne4 wt tll iJQ.rlands. 

D. THE im..rf'JJWI 

\'/hlle stlll at the lhNBh0ld. the f'Ol'll&l lepl lnatl'Ument .... 
126 

Blsned. i'hl• lnatrwneat wa■ called .b&'th11ltah ( .s7 .:;J.7 7> :>) I~ ■n 

~Orth that the groom wmlcl ''ffl>rk :tor here to JlollOIII'• keep, aa4 aare :tar 

bar. a■ 11 the mamaer oi" tJJa mea o:t .Lsael .... " Other :tlaallalal an4 lepl 

123■ IBID•, 1)35'. 
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127 
matter■ were lnalude4. 

'the orlEJln ~or the Ketub&lh was olai•ti OD the basis of Cem ela 2&. 

o!' I't ts said thn.t •-eturah'a aona viera sent aVID':}!, b1100.1ure arP.h had the 

Reth!;bah. but Keturdh hod DOD&. 'the '.i!olmud P lao se.vo t l1ir.l o-t i)"V \cl •• 

·,,lves and ooucu"oln~s . .:tlilmonidlea auys the:t 1 t T.':,,u qstabll: h~ ~:,- "'the 

Grek Sanherlrln i,l Ord.OJ' th~t a Jewish \'lite SIP:.~d not bo l ! 3ht 1& !Jer 

hua· and's eyoo :9 11 Hillel sup_poaedl;7 adai,ted lt as a aaf'egltnrd u~l?lat 

the aa trimo:alal ll"N(Jllla.rl ties of the A\lazand.l'lana. '.i."ha ..! lshaah spaaka 
121 

of t u•ee dif'f'e.rent .forms, that o ... J el"Uaalem., of Ju4,,,a, and ot OUlllee~ 

Under tha Ketuball lnw■• the minimum tor Yirstna ~,aa r>laced at two 

hundl"i'!d s11a. f oi: non-vir,:i na at one ht111dred1 ror prieat' a dau(#.lte.re at 
129 

four h11ndrail • 111be a!llount ooild be inoreaaed. ~he noble i'&!"llle• ot 
J tJ.r".1 aaJ.,,,ra doubled th9UI. Aleo mentioned in tho : etubah was ~e al!IOaat 

·' 
oi' th~ d <1>1ry and t ile addition ■ of t h o hwrbaade All the 0J'dlna17 obl.l-

130 
(:lrA t loae of the hUsbantl to hi ■ w1:f'e wel'G 1a.cludad. 

/ ::,he "-•atubah \til e a .,1101t important part of' the ISl'rlsge oer8IIO.,-. 

'l'ht> 3aliu1e atipula tau that no oonJU3al, .relat~oae oould ba eatai>lisbad 

tlll the Zetu.bah \faa .1!'8flil.Y and· the tull •• atlpil.ated 'b7 them :or tbe 

iucllvidtu,l oaaes had i>eeu met. I f' lei, 1t oould be .nplace4 • aotlo11 

fl"Om the oou.rt. ' I a addition to the two oonoel'ne-i. twci o.r three wlt­

ue.;;sea wer.a r e ~uired to alga 1il1a nev deoument. IL _.eaord ot tha l.o■■ 

127. Eclerabalme OP. CI!.ree pp31K-88De 
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sncl a. .l'Bqaeat b:, the bt.■'tand to aplaoa the 1 oa■ v,o.■ to be raoo.1'4ecle 

~\110 noted w, •• the date of the tlr■t. It thia Tr&■ 111;.,oHlble. the 
laJ. 

elate of tbs oeoond was lnaerted. 

B:, th.a £<etubah all propert1' o~ tht hu11ba11d," 1•c~l :lnd p8l"ED nu., 
132 

fh1a was a late.,,. clevelopn19n t. ,. t ~1rst 1 t. w:," a 

lien on all real 01tate owned ar,r the Jri2sl>and dur1D!! hle lltetl•• lr 

hv bad n ne at lJi:;; death or at tl1e d1v·o1·oe. tile llen :rel.l on w•r.,thlnS 

be llacl s old. .i.,1•bitrary divoroe praotloea :roroed h•v1er reatrloUon■• 

i..t f .x-st mai.•risg~ uettl.e1118nt was made wlth the w11"o' a tathar. Then ll 

wi.a oonvert\id into e ooie valuable household "ooda ot v,lh1 ah tho hlaila.D4 

s ta.Yt:•i ,.,1 th the h j9band, Lat a 11on Woe tncle asr,.lns t l'l.la pr CJ!)8.rt7. 
168 

~•1nally hia entire peraonul est.ate was macla liable t ... the Zetubah. 

·" ,.....119 ·:;Oll'IC.d hGd i;he .dgilt t o aell ur ~ ive away. Hoevel", abr, ooul4 

not ral·•ase her :nuaband :rrom all or po.rt ot the .iS:etubah. J. t w II Jlal" 

inaU,•nabl e l'i8ht and ~il"oteotiOn. 11• th&1•e waa no written lf.etubah. 

she UU\lld oolJJ;Ot tho IDinimWI a:n, clepondin,!l OD whether she had be• 

t11..aed hiB wife the oo.aJugol r18}lta, the =-etubah ·,aa 1nore&N4 36 81'111D ■ 

of ■11 ver eve17 ·week of tlJa aelaul t 'b~ the oc,vt. 

The lm.:band or h is heirs -;-;ere le,-lll' bound to f'w.:till oel'lai.11 

o ood1t1:-,n•·• lt tho c.other died b c.i"ore her hu■baa4, her raa.ltt ohllclN■ ___ , _______________ _ 
IBID•• PJ/1,72-f.fS. 
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