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mE J Jr.i'I SH llAEUllAG~ CUSTCilS • ~ THF! TWE 
OF CHBlm 

IN~ODUCTI OB 

!J!he f'amllN l■ ••the prlmar,- social group and the wellsprlag ot all 
1 

civia and national 1u•e. 11 It lo the ba■ls of aoolet7. It oondition■ 

the moral heal th an4 tone of a nation, of an age. If the ham la o oz

r upted , the nu.tion 1D on the "BV to deatruotlon. To rai■e the mo.ral 

atii!ndarcla ot a na tion we must begl.11 with the bend. T he f'U:ture o:t a 

nation ls a ondltioned b7 the homes ~t lt fosters. !!!he auoueaa OZ' 

failure _ot a nation llea in the :bollle. 

Uar.rlage la ihe toundatlon for the hoale. i.iar.rlap l■ a 1,1aoNc1. 

lnatltutlon. In Ganesl:a One and !mo we are tolcl ot Goel 's lnsHtutloa 

of thla ba■lo unit of sooiet,'. Goel orea:ted it Jml.7 aid aaorec.1. ,:a.a 

Gad 'br::J1.1gb.t »re to .\dam, he .reoog11l■ed Goel' ■ lcwe ma4 wla4om. Be :sa14a 

~1• l • 110w b aae ot m, bane■• aJll tle■h ot m, tle■Ju ahe 
uall be o&lleci .;oman, beoa1.1.ae ■he waa talren· 011t ~ .Llaa. 
Therefore shall a man cjleave bl■ h.tlaer u4 hla moU.I"• 
and Dhall oleave mato hl■ wlt e, ua they shall be OM 

-------



2 
tlaah. 

3 
God aaya: •'1.!al'rta"-e la J1Dnou1•abla ln all." Jaaus ~olcl th~ Jaffll 1 11\'llat 

4 
theref'o:ra Goel hath .ioioecr together. let aot mn 1n1t a.111111dar." !he bcm4 

of' marr!ug, la hol.N and la not to be broken ~ r.inn. C'.f>d !'1'1Jt11ota Hi■ 

sacred i nstl tution \'ii t h the Sixtll Com11anclra1ent. 

T"ne Jews l"ecae-n1zed the aaoredness of mak•riap. ~'1JleJ' tormecl the 

1:.-0 tbal 0Pr81DOJIN ·11K1<lclt1aJ1lm." 'i'hi■ word la 4erlYed tram __ ,_..1("()_r""""p ..... ~

to be bo~, to make holg, and. means lltera.llJ "■anotlf'loatlon." Thl■ 
their 

term abows/reverence ~or m~~rlt&S8• ~he explanation or tba te1111 laa "Be 
& 

thus proh lblts he1• to 'the v.hole vrorld as 11.l saatoeci obJeot.n E\ie!'llhtll■ 

tells us that soul p~ratlon preaadeil the e.atuRl mar riage oe1.•emo117. 

'lhe plous :f.'a:.ated. and c oni'oBBed thell" sins. ThUa l t wa■ almo ■t resarcla4 
6 

as a aaarwnent, e.nd was tilou,;i,.t to convey tho f'ora1vene■11 ot alm. 

~'J11"0aut ,.tne lllble ;od·"la.s uaed ra!'rlaae to apbollse .the union be

twe~n ilimsel:f' and l!ie OJmrch, !U.s people. The Song ~ Solo"'o.n u■e■ the 

picture of mat·t••-88 t;o no'"t."'cy thlll exalted relat1onah1p. In Hosea 2 
. .. -- - . .. . . 

God ca stli.P}.tea l a1•ael f'o • her apl.rlt1.1al adultery. Jlt'I :tallow■ HI■ aoa-

demnat10~1 with r11ero7, for He aqa, 

Md I will betroth theft unto me f'or evari 7ea, I will 'betnua 
thee unto me la rl.OStam■11aB1, and la .1udgment , allll in lDYl.as
klndnosa, Md ln mercies. I wlll even betroth' thee unto Jle 
111 :ra1~lnea■1 and thou abRlt know the Lard. 7 

2. Genea!11 2. 23~4. 
3. Hebrew■ 13, 4. 
4. f.ln!'k 10, 9 .• 
a. iJ'Qllu■ H. Gi-een■tone. •1J1afflap - 111 ~bblnloal l.S.teratu.19"• DI 

JmlSlt O!'OL~lA, VIile p338e ~ 
6. Alf'NCl B11er■Jlal11, TBB LD"E AID ·tDIB:;; OP JESUS m llJl8 :IAL le 

»,p3U2-353e 
'• HON& 2 1 19-2.0e 



s. 

laalah uae a tlie aame ploture: 

!l'hou 8lml t ao more be ternut•l .tooraaken; aal ther ahall t)G' land 
SQ' more ua tamed De■ola.te: but thou lhalt be oalle4 ~aphlllbaJI. 
and th¥ land Beulah I tor tho Lord d~l l.;hteth ln the 1 :sn!l th¥ 
lontl shall be ma r:rler.1. •or as a ~oun .. t man marrle th a vtrg\a• 
so slia l tny 1J011s mar~y th2e; and u a tiln 'br i deg1•a "r,1 5e.101oeth 
over the bride, so shall tby Uod. reJolce ov l" thee. 

'?be Apostle Paul apeillts of t his tlaurat1ve relutlonahlp to the col'lathlaa■a 

FOr I am J o.lou s ovo1• you wl tl1 dl:, ,jEtal oua:,: f'or I be.Ta 
eapouaed '!I' n t ,, one hus·uallll, that I flW8 present 7011 aa a 
chAste vlrgln to Chris t. 9 

I:i llia gr eat vlolon or :tu.tul"O tlme the ..u,ostle Jobn osulta1 

Let ~s be ~u un.d r eJoioe, and give honour to hlm1 ~or the 
marrlap ot . the .Lamb lo oome. am hla u l t o hath rnade hers eU 
1•eac,_,. 10 

~ ese a r e b11t a. re,., of the mtuJN pa■1ages in ... o~lpture , la ,,hloh the 

,hur oh i s portra,-eu aG t h9· briae of Chrlot. ~arriq e la tho oaat 
~ 

plotur o to sllow the intimate ancl aaore r1tla t loas:·.1p Whioh alat1 ba

·liweon Go,l w:tcl Hi s reclee149de 

l • • .i3EmOTBAI. 

God'e oommancla " lle f'ruiti"Ul 31l4 mult1~" o~ Geneal■ 1. 28 wa■ 
purpose 

oon a14ered the p1•1.Jllal7' /o t mar1"1s Ge• la the nomaa \"J'Orl4 lllafflap •• 
11 

oonoldarecl a cla.t-7 to the atate. i'hl■ eomea the l)Ul'pO■a ot the 

BU,le. !ala J av■ o oaa14e.re4 the prs.maz., pu,poae ot marrlap to ba'Te 

l■■ue and pre■ane l■Nel. T'.r11■ wu te.rmed a marriL, p "la tJJa -• 
12 

ot heaven.• 

-·---------
•• l■ulah 62• 4-6. 
9. a oorlaUllaaa 11. a. 
10 • .ile'Vela1:10D 19e '• 
11. !&!. o. !'Qalml'e I,Ift DI !rBE BCIIWI 'a'iOBLl> OJ' BEaO di> ~. P .. 111,• »zll• 
12. xelel'abelll• OP. 01~ •• i,14.S. 
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$he .cxle ol Qa.ro 1~• down the tollowl ng lriwa 

'EV9l'Y mo.n ls bmnd to mar1-,y a '11.to ln ol'dar to beget ohll41'8De 
and h e who f'a lls of' 111.a clut7 ls as one nilo ■heels blood• 
dlmlulahaa the lma,&e (of Go~). ~ua o~uaea th9 ulvlne •reaanoe 
(Shekklaah) to d~p~rt froM Israele l3 

The aaenes dioaereacl, -:;.:,1t h t . ls !•rt.nolple. If' t1tey marrle1l a t all 9 lt 

wao onl ~ t or t he saJ:e o p1•ocroat1on. Jose hua tells us t llat th '1/ had. 

no interc o.1r s e during p es,ianor; t hh waa oona1del'9c a v iolG t ton of 
14 

thei;• r,rincl pl~ a nrl conat i tu tell proat i t u tion in their eye s. 

~here uer e ot her re-~son& t or marrl Be beyond t hat of p~esel'V'lDn 

t he r ~r.e . The rabbinloal ,ritlngs list t h1.•e e • eyourJ he i,r tmol",Y' 

pur pose or ~1•ocrea.t1on; these w r e llJ passion (2) ,vea lth (3) honor. 

oonanotton, ~nd intl.uenoR. e se pur11osps were 31.so found in the Greek 

Bnd elle istlo wo.rltl., and a.re still cur,-eut t dcy. ,onoernin .. the 

i s:ni o a mo.rri ge i"tl1· thfl 3aJm of paaalon. the rabblo · DIIN that l t 

wo 14 b8 etttbbn~n 2"d reballlous. •ain seoo~d was too often the motive 

:tor •.,eulth. ftll vitJt lm to creeu. , and we.ro punisb.ed ~ thB Lo.rel. ':ilhla 

was tho s nttra l CUl"Se l s l d upon marrl:;age ~or tlJa aalca o t weal tb. 4'ae 

thi.rcl pu~pos e the .rabbi~ relate to Ki ng Jftl.oJ•PJD, wbo married the •,jlCJked 

daugbto ... • or ltln~ JJm,b. Instaud t>t a blesain~, thia ualon prcwed to be 

a ouran. . .tlw.11;:h killed a.lmo■t 1'Ll1 of' the rQJ&l ■eed in order to 

reign 'JTctr tbe land ot Ju4llh, 
16 

Who m&l"r!od ~or this oau■a. 

--------

A sllllllar lia111diot1oa waa lal4 11po11 1b.o■e 

- -1 

13. 1'1larrlap11 , Oi.ll,O?i~ I,.i. OJ :BIBLIJ ,\Le !m!'!i1l,OOI.'.: •L, .~lfll l-=!OOLESLo\S-
~1c1~L , ,:~ Tt.JEe V, pff3• 

14. i'IJ.avlu Jo■e,Pb.1111, JE'itISH ,l&tS, 1.1:. 1lle 
16. r:d.er ahelm, ce. 01~. • .P.Pl44-1115. 



ln the Old ~'eBtlll'D9ut tirnos. raa.rriuge t1u .a alwqi; aoncldored tm 

essential da·ty of' aver:, toa n. I t vra o a m93ns to c.ttm.11 t ho moat per-

So:oe avoidt:t,i r~r r i · .ge. In t n.e ;oawi ·.•,orld we :f'inti a large proportion 

of tlYJ upp-. r c i.as:ae :i i ol.io-.1111~ thi s 1J1•acti c e: . ,,:a.rria ue \ 'It.," c ousid.uracl 

an unneoeSBury burclen B.?Jcl i.:1tt11•tereu • .. ith l _1'eri;a. . neir pa.sdou could 

be sa tis£1ert wi th1.1at .resor ting to marriage• f'or u1arriage to the liomaa■ 
16 

\'10.S not a hindrc.nce to vlot:. 

a t tha time oi' hriot the .,soerao~ arose umona the JO\'ISe '£hie ol'der 

nuro'bero · .. bout 4000. 
17 

sta .;e or \lacllook. 

al~ ooe party or faotio o!' t hsso entered the 

The other considered marrl~ge unclea n. !ale EHsena■ 

cloalr e to a t t u.ln tb beisht o levitioal oleanneBB. Oolt lon. the., as

sorted, rnnde m· u unolean a nd nace:rnit~te~ •.,usbin~ in .wCOrclt.&noe with 

eviticuc 16. 18. 3\ren tllan the;, remalnod unola011 till eventug. Baoau• 

o: t!li::1 t=ia:, absta.lned :tram ma1•rl::23e • ml re.;J eate • it as de:reatln3 their 
18 

purpose. 

The Jews oonsldere4 oelibates ourae .• Cellbaoy a nd Judaism were 

toreitJD ·to eaoh other. ~ho ··alumd says in Jebamoth VI. 61 

lfierusnrl sall aiuh tier J?ortpi"laas,mg entslehen9 eu sai clea11. 
daa• er bereita Klllcler habe. und IIWBl' nu.uh cler SOhule 
SOhemmala i>ereita swei s oehna. naoh Cler sohule Hillel■ 
miacleatens elaeza Sohn mad eiQe ~oohter. 19 

The rabbi■ desorlbecl the oelibata lite aa being without blaa■ins. goo4• 

Jo79 peacse,. old proteotlon. 'l'O one wJa pleacl8tl laak ot fQnd•• lt wa■ _, _______ _ 
lG. :i"'10ker. OP. CIT •• p292. 
lf.. Johll»• Da,Vl■• A DIC~lOH/.B? O? Tltl »I.BLE, p217. 
lB. Dlall SOlmerer. GB.5t:llIOH'l'E DE · JUEJ>I 'OK!-."'lt VOLXl<S 111 Zl::l'!AI.2KB 

JESU OBBI.:!!.11, II• J678e 
19A I»ID •• f'oot11.ote f 12e 



20 
permitted to sell the aw scroll f'ol" mono:, to mar17. 

first to stuq the Lav: \ ere exhorted to a L'UcJ¥ l t 61'ter mu.rrlsge. when t~ 
21. 

\7oulrl bo more mature. .nllYOD\l not m.a ried at hi:: t ,entletll '9t:U- 001114 

be t'c .Nqd b;v court action to beoor.1e m1a1-rie • It wca r ;.n•e ·i, ., i i o,l ~l•:.zi• oae 
22 

\7hu :..•eJIUl ilJed oelil,a t •:! t uout 11 .. ·e . 

"None of you aholl ap-,Proooh to arq that la ne&• o .. kin to him. to 
23 

uncover their na kedness" briof'ly 4asaribeH the ~lblloal lart• conoem-

in the prohU>i tell, degrees of roa1•riwll8• To those rm. et be added loeTitlo•■ 

1a. 14 ; 20 . 20 whlah acla. the wif e or husband of' a llll.ren t' a deoeased broth_. 

or sister. God add.a those, ueoauae these U1'8 in suoh ::1. rela tiO!IBhlp mloJt. 
24, 

demands DI,>eoial respect, oalled "respeotua p:i entelae. 11 The proearibecl 

maJ.•rln as ot tha Lavttioal ode may brleZly be r.irmDarlzeu thuaa 

1. Through t11e mother in the a.eoenalDa line: 
1. ~other mi:l (latr:,:1•L\l.ly)_ 2 • • ,:,the .i: 's :31utor 

II. !n tll.'\ a,o mH.n l1r.m,, t'ill--U 'the ~,.tht--'l": 
3. ~ather 'a wlfa Md (latora.lly) 4. ~ut.her'a 
date r mui (le.tp1•alJ.7 by ua1•ri se ) b. ~ .1.bt•r•s 
:11at1u•-iza-la\'I, l.e., f'a.tl1e r' c brothar'1: \'7lf'o. 

111. Iza the desoen,Untt line, thl•ouGb t~ daughters 
6. :u3'hte:r, ? • . ~ u,;htett: ' s cJau{;htor. 

IV. In the dG;Jtttinillu,.. l lne, thr .ngli the HD: 
a. son' ■ .:lf'G, 9. ~'"On' a daughtar. 

v. Ill the luteral llne. ihrm{ll the brother: 
10. :;1ato1• or. bclf'-fllater. 

20. Julius !-1. C.i l"89D8t0ll8, "'U&rl'lase - In .Babblnloal Lltel"UWl'e"• 
J!r.;I ~!l ImOX'Cj~()l)EDIA, V tll • p337 • 

21 • lBI:>• , p338. 
2.... 1:;1» •• ;p3s,. 
28. l.GTl tlcua 189 &. 
P-4. Jolla ;:r1 ts 1 i-1.S~mu.L ~ilF.OLOGY• »1,Gle 



Vl. In· tho l n teral line. throu;lb. tho brother: 
11. a other' a ,-;1:re (-:,•ithout lmrlrate au17) 

Vll. In tho l lne or af':f'lnl t7 • tbr0i16h t11e \"lite a 
12. ~l f e' s rr.c,Lh9.r9 13. ··1 e's ch. te?", 14. 
,ire's ulster ldw-lzg lifetime o~ thfl nlf a), 

15. l f'e' c grandciauS}lt r . 

These proW.bi tions rest ••!)On thG nm . 'l'hia doo-- not me.-.m t hut the \ollmaa 

1E .fr'"'e of GUil t ln en incestuous mrrit..ge , ,u t tile : s,., considers the man 

who married t • ·.:c::um.. 1.:.1>.u a v.ben discus 8ln8 tbo proccrlbed degrees o:f' 
2ti 

kinship , tl1e dlroction al\:aya st:1 rte ·::1 tb the mm. ~ l who Ylolata 

• t ho:;e !)rcih l b l ti one u lll b lV'e tb l r £!J ul out or t trom e.r110n.:a their peopl.e. 

'oneral~ a11ouklnc the . omons prohib'i. t o,1 morrlagu \':1th all those 
27 

\ '1hllm ODO , : B perol ·tetl t o ldss. .'.t first the Olllt.Ullil prohibited Dl8l'l"lap 

t.1p t o the sl:db degre.e (aeooml 0 01.,si11) b11t l a tA•' rolaze,1 thl s lan. lrat 

oouslna v,ere ltlm:rtely p,.rml ttetl to 111arr:,. tn e. deat'ee obtalnea f'rm 

the 9 n ... t e i>y th9 -111poror Claucllus, marrll,ge with n bJ"other'o daughter 
28 

wo. l~ l'ffli t;ted. 

. 
:31.e J~r.-s cooptell tha .S1bl1col restrlotlo111,. maa addec. one llnk 

29 
where the line ~eoa me 1ncUreat. Thal r adcll t1ons are te1'1118d tba llne 

-
0£ seooncla.17 lnaest. rletl.7 thla addltlon llate: 

I. ~e .Bible prohibits mothe rs the .ra'bblo acl4s 
1. Granclmoth9r und, 
2. Granclmoth9.r' £ mother, ad lntiDitum, 
s. Granelf'u.tile1•• mother, and aoaord1ns to 

Luria avea 
4. GranUathar's mothar'a ;.,oti.r. 

II• !rha Bible prohlb1ta atep-motmr1 the rabbis a4da 
le l'&ther•s sap-mother, aci lni'lnltu 

25. :a.oul■ ii. Epstein, UABBIAGR LA,!B D '& BIBLE ABD '!rHC 2-ue1am. 
pp234-23G. 

26. Lnlt10'lll 1a. 29. 
27. 1'l0lmr1 at>. Oll., J>29&. 
28. !i!llw81'4 \'le■te1'111111'0lct A SJI01l!l BI$'0RY OF W'a.BBIAO~ , »'f4• 
21. Edersh81111 01'. OI!!. • »1,61. 
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III~ 

2. ilotber ' a . Ap,o111othel" 
3~ uaternal Bl'a.Dilmotbo.r'o step-mother laaaordlng to 

nebh) 
"• Paternal gi•anilr11other' s staP-1DOtba.r (aac o.rcJ.103 to 

Iaaerlnln). 

!J!hs Blblo ~rohlblts slater, t~ther's slater. 
d&tdl·1 tho J'U.bbls l nelude these o.lao : . 

motlun.• ' .1 

1. Paternal iran<li'athe1"1 s sister, 
2~ ; 1a.t e1•nlil a1· .. Q14l:nother•s olutv. 

IV. The ible p1•ohiblts brother' s 1l :£'e i:Ulll f'ather •a 
p2tern~l brother's ~l fo ; th~ raobla odd: 
l. "'atllar's wtoJr.11al brother's Wife, 
2. rlothe ... ~s put~rnal b.ro·thgr 'a wi ·e, 
J . 1,a t 1•1!al 1::1•auat: .. ,:thd"•'1 J}aternal i):,othsr'a .1ita, 
,1,. L.a t ern l . r a11cl otmr's pa.tern . l brother's wlf'e 

(uooo:-ulng 'to • ~sher;. 

~1. '1'118 .dl ble pi.•uhlb1 ta ,fo11ghter and 31•anci.dauQhter1 the 
1•e.bb1B a dds 
l. Great arandauu~ter~ e.d infinitum. 

VI. 'l'he :alble 1n·ohibita aon•s wlf'e1 tlle raabls acid1 
1. Orandson's Wife, 
2. Grea t 31•a.udson'1 w-1£e, ad infinitum, 1.a. 1 onq 

i f' 1 t be. t he ~•i a oi' son' a son 'a oon, eto. 

VII. Tho Bible problolta wlte'a mother and (by rabbinic 
lni'e ,·enoe) graudeothu•1 the r11.i:iula acici, 
1. =-u·e• s great grandmother. ad 1ni'1nltm. 

VIII. 'l'he .dlble prohibits \'4:ie'u daughter and granddauShtar; 
. the l"abbla adch 
1. Wl~e 's gree t 3rancldauahter, ad inf'1nltwa • 

. 
IX. !a'ia lble prohii>lta wi.e' s :alster, to vlhlol1 tba 

rabb!s o~e no aeconcJo.rJ grohiblLloaa. 

ln several 111sta0oes the vadoas l'al.1a11ds ex.r:reas 41-faNat 

oplniona. Utho a J.estlnlan t ~aditloa proh1Glta the ma.r~l~s• wl"th 

a '7l!a' s atep-mor.bar. the l!abylonlaa !L'al!DWl pel'!IIU■ lt. It l a aol 

4e:t1n1taly edabllalle4 whd"thel' uar17l113 a ■te11-slater 1 • BlbUaal 

lnoeet or wron3"beaauf.6 ot appau-ano&. 11 !1918 .aa,lonlaa :lalllaa 1)91'111'■ 

. 111&rr1uge ulth a ■te.P-filater, Hoth i:a1e1tbd.aa an4 Ba'b71oalaa ■OIIID■■ 



pemi t m:u•ria.ae of u sto - son '•s wf..to. a. otep-l tb9r'a -:.u.•o. e aon-ln-
30 

l aY11a \71to. #:'nil a uophgw':i ,¥1-0. 

J'F.ID rc.l1. a. viol tlon a l tl!l l n.'7. ...r~hs l us. m •,,rltos • 

••• t:-anagr £Oed li?la 1. ·:, o_· 0 1.1r f'a.th'lra, • a d ir. n •le I Ga~. 
the dauflhter of • roJ1ela: & (Kin .;1"uha9laua) \1'n.o md beon the 
':lif e o .. 111:i brot el' ·10::cand':>r, \"1z1 ioh ,\l .a..11cle .. huc1 t h1•ee 
children ~ l1w; ,,hile i t was a thin~ cie t e s able mnon the 
J ewa to :toJ.-::•y th~ 'brot~ r•s , lte. Bl 

The i bllcn l prohl bi t10D3 iuvalldnte ma r io.ge. ~o cUvorce la 
32 

noo oe:::i.~, ind tl1n t 00110 in ill u·l tlms.te. ln t11e c:,.se o:r rabbln1o 

ooneiderel 11 l e .Jl t imu. te; nai ther. ·~oro thB parents uor tho or raprl::g 

l}•J:J01de1•a tl unf't. t t or p riestly _pur9os <10. The r a.bbis :i;iaoecl the gruter · 

'ilos t lenloauy. oosibly beoonoe o.f'ta11 s lealenuy. the ra'bbinloal Jaw 

impo aad. grer:.. to1· 1>0ual tie s on the \10UJWI than if aha had an te:red. upon 

the lli'211call~ p:i:ohU,S. t ad mui•rlage. She lost her .i.<atubah .!,>l'OV1110111 

abe :ro1•fe:lt9'1 tha rlght 'Eor support durlll!,; her Jm.si,ancl'• llteti.. an4 

to: a1pyort of' mno.r obllll1"'ln we.re al.so aanaela•.• • SbO uc■ 11ot anU1.le4 

1.o the 1•1•rlage prloe. ''mohar"• bllt oould take 0114' nhat liht, could fta4 

ot her d.owq, trouaaauu. and. pero omil p1-011art.,. Sha was aent ott wltll 

---·-----80. !il>81i•in• 01>. 01~ •• »,p261-26S. see AJl>8lldla 1. 
31. J'o::oi;:!m::. OP. OIT •• .;cv11.x111. 
32. J. • ~aenllfieln. 111DCe1t - lD RabMaloal Literature"• ~ JB'3UII 

.'OYm.OP.i".!JI Aw Vl9 p574e 



10. 

a d1V01'0l'le ~he latter , i s com,IJ11lsm71 ento1•cemAat ,..,as 07 :tla59lla tto11 

or l 1.1p.risonment. She 1Ua ha.ve the right to 11ue for US.ft■ proml19d her 

al: ra:u.•1.-i:JlS'ff, but sll COl l d noL 001.1.-.ot f'o i• tU(V losses in ~.be volui, ot 
33 

her duwr.;1 o • j_u•iva te :>r ope rty aaed by hm• h11s'.1and. 

?\11.>llo sou t iment r e jected the mt1.r1• ~ce ci' a n nolu a nd. uieca . SUOh 

a union wns coasida1•e..: i110e s tu1Jus. !fne Pi1a.&"isaes ... o.-· ;;G'l1•:1 f'O':.:£iht tbi ■ 

opinion. '1bey iris.i.ste that 1.1a.1·1■1aga ,1itil a i eou w,,ni _01·m1.t ttsa ::.ud a■'!'"' 

p eu1al]¥ r11ar il. rious, l rtlouln rly so it she ,.,...,,a the :1ls1.01·' s ~ugnter. 

They t oc: t.hi s 'liana, benuusa t · oy op~ose, lie me i;ho " of o.:eenaio.n o~ 

lawo 't>y iutarpreta .. iou. 

'lhe 'ibliou.l coda o ooo t:311 l::insbip f ro11 man onl:7, not f'.l'QIII 

ll01':J. t 

b.rotile1• 1.1arried bir:r niece. l 'timat e~ the rai>bla \90U out. Je\'1:l.ah tradl-
34 

In acldttion to pronlbltione beoauso oi' 1uaeet, both t he ~lble alll 

.rabbiuio tl'i di t lon have adde•i ethers. God :torbacle whoredom among the 

Child.ran ot araol. ..~el the.'.' was 1J10ne1" p inad thru. whore·lom aoaopta:t 

as a saorif'loe. J o_s,i_pbua luterpre1:■ th1a tn m~ that All .1.sraellta oGll14 

mrq a alsve. beoauae Ood T;ould not aooep t the eaori:i?lO,?• o£ out! who 

h ad r01t!.t11t'!d he;r 'bo.q. ';.'he '.i:'ana~itla ll'l\en ture luie.rc nts it to ■--
. 

that C;,a •:,·wld aoeopt 1aorltioe f'rora M h ~.rlot, but not the raonq \'lhloJI 

she .received tor bor . l"':> litlt&Jtlon. Philo ii! 'Jf t.11e oi,ialon tl!at an 

------~-----~------35. El)stalD, OP. CI~ .. :,213. 
34. I.SID•• m,251~63. 



IsraeU.t@ ml~t !118'1".PY u rep~nte.nt harlot. However, tho of'i'spri!l._: o_~ moh 
35 

a union ,vould ·oe conside r &. uast81'4a. 

~ bbinlo lite"o.t\\re mslr'98 :1. llpe o 1el oa s of the r.iarri :..:{:."e \?1th a 

slave ~~h-1. · t!lr botrot.11nl ~ntl rnru.•r!r ga n os t 1,1r,red a. :r:,1 'ud" ; tllis me8.nt 

that she wa s bnt.rotherl e:i ther to he r mastf!r 01· h is :.on. Th.A narrlage 

procorlurg \Va s a.l 111o st r otral s.1• thrnout. '1.'hA usual mm•rl ~• e f'ormul.e wa■ 

\1sed. TJie .,.lrl' consent t-m s neoPssary . ~ o ons diatim~ive f'ee.ture 178.R 

tha..t no r ln o:- coin wa s g iven, beoe.uee Jun• pi;rol10.se prioe i ncluded her 

sb11 was sold, tho maotor could still 1m.r1":.'T h e •• ~ q othe ,. ma1•ric ga waa 

void. One reeti-1ot1on was t ilat elle coul d not be eola to one u'ho oml.d 

not ma rry hAr becau.119 o:r incestuous ldnBhlp. Jor oOlllcl she be sold wUh 
36 

the \ln ders t a ndln(l that ne ltheir the HBste>: nor the eon V."OUld marry her. 

!l.'h'f rabbis fol."bac.le marriage. with ~Ill' one who \':' s t.\ mamser, i.e., one 

born of on lnoeetuoue or odultel"OUG union. (~uteronom, 23,2). Heither 

th9 oastrate ;., male nor ·oorr:i eunoohe ,,ar perm1ttecl to • r'l!JI a Jew1■h 

woman (Deuterono111Y 23,2 ) • ~·he divorcad ,v1te- wsc el.so not pe.mitfied 

to r eturn to he first husband aft9r she he.d been married to anoth"ar 
37 

(..,euterona:w- 24,4). Imt eoile~ nnd insane could not r36.!'l'Y, beoouae th97 

were not O.J.aaldarRCl lerJBl !)erEionalitlea. Ua>.•rlace ,-.s o. legal oaawaot. 
38 

entarell into only b1" legal 1:e r mne.litles. 

A hu~htld.~ also owne under thla pr
0

ohlbl tlon. .:. hud1-oJd.14 was aae 

--------
3D. 
36. 
37. 
:58. 

p34G. 

~el 3elld.n, PHILO JBD 
0

!2£ cn..u. LA:,1. »»237.aaa. 
~•teln, OP. OIT., pp65-66. 
I.SID•, p279. 
r.r anatone, -r.l.ial"rlaP .Laws''• ~BE JE',"JrttJ! . ~YOLOPBDU, VIIle 



12. 

who Jma v h l a r11othttr ht mt llls :t,,ther . i'he 1-:iother \78& pOl'l!lltte:.i to 

. testi :t".i to t ha child ' 0 pi1r1ty or birth O.!." could eveu ldentif':, the father • 

. 
p ... te •ni w, a.ad r 3111ov e6- him rom mar1·~$t :.,.!.•Ohibi i.. iona. 

on ;11m o.s l o ~ a :. hs was ot b .!. ande.i a i owu'il i , . • _ e n idu :i:le oo;ald 

ta~t. uuoay ot t he xar ontn v;ao accep tnd, ii" tha t orritor;v h 3.a 1m.:'i'ere :::. 

the c bild u ni! 1.·101 .::i _ oloa~ecl s ileuca . 

uutl i,: a ~1 t y a... im.::o~ populat1ou , the f 0\mdl1n:J 

L"I at t'.> t 11t"OUt?.L t b '! r i 1.-uo.l oi c11•cu:.10is1on. l.-t tl19 ch11:l w:..s f° <Jl;&n d ot.r

C\Vll".; \ s , o r --11 ~h cle.ti n\. a a -v·tdunco ,J! pa1·ont w. c a.r<t \ollad., aa.lto1, wrap-

1,ed) 1>r i f hif w. •.o out in u um?e plo.oe 01• lu i'ron t of' r.. 83'Dalf0Cfla, he "Veli 
59 

tP.rmfJ•• e. fre. tless ohtltl. 

1.1'110 ra",ibi G a lao op::,o:Je J murrin~e betweeu an olci r.Dn c.ncl a ;:,oun;: ,-;aaa 

or viae ver sa . They ad.viaeu again■t ma:,•rl:1ge v:'!. ti1 n dlvoNed ;:offltUI or a 
4o 

Wi dow. .. is a tllk,.l'CI a;g:.inet: 11101·1:,1i1.v, a dlvoraed :ornan OG.tA.d Q\)t marl7' 

-------------·----39. 7.ilPate ill, Olt. CIT., pp286-2~. 
40. u-reenatono, "!J&J•r1age - ;,ii Rabblnlonl -iter : tl&l"A" , Tr:' n ,·:1m1 

EBCf OLCJrr•)lA, Vlll. ,1)388. · . 



letter-s o • dlvo:tae . or iA Wh!J &e divo.t"Oe oase he bad testified. lfo oae 

T1 ... s ;pe1mi tta~ t o mar1•:, in t he Ii tate of' dJUnkenea■• :-.alnor■ were not 

pertoi t ted t o marr9. • e i 'lihar wa a marri ·-ge nador fro.udulant oonrll u oraa 
41 

Vol id.a 

3 p eoi u.1 restl"iOtious appliell. to priest■ and the .d.i~ .r i•iest. A. 

pries·t 0 sball not t a.ka a "( i f e t hat 1a e. wnore, or prot :ania ; neithel" aball 

thay tClke a wo,.aau put :J.WS::, i'rom her husband• £ 0 _• h9 is h ol y ante; ilis 
42 

God . 11 Thi& fo1•bade h im 1!l3l'r,11D~ from eayone wm lUld been d1voroed 9 

a ssa: ! toil, or who ho.d ueea a , r ostl tute. lie also oould oat 1nar.r:, a " iclow 

,v110 lu.ul ilt1on 1•efuae.:; ma"rlage ·oy a i>rothv-in-lar1. ~!e ao •ld not marl"j' 

oua ·.1110 llad b een a oaptive, uulesa wU•1enos e sta.ul ioh ed t l111t she h 3'1 

not b,nan a.>.eeaul tcLL. ~ his aa1ra ileld ·t l'Ue l t l1is W1i's ilad ueen captured 

a ... · t a.1.• .,· ell' ma •4•i a se. I r ha1• puri:tY could not. be establ 1shed9 he " · fl 

tol.'Oa' to r; .. t httr awlJ3'. ..'roeelN"tes and free-woraen carm:, under the 

aa ao:;!'data. .1. rel.ttrlotlons. If he was Cbilcl'.:.eas , he wa s t \l&o 1i r- o'hl 'bt.ted 

tro,a c ai.•:.7ins .... ¥one who \'las knon11 to be barren. 

'l!hU•• the 1.>.\"iest was :tol'Ueli vaey oarefulJ.7 to imrestipte the f'.imU, 

o!' hb p1•oapective wif o. l u the oase of' a prie■t' i, daushter. lJa • - • 
43 

bo1111d to 1nvtn:t1J:iCt 8 !:'c,u• f~nerat,.ons o~ th~ ~ .. ~11.y oQ 'both sides. 

Ed.el'shelm .feelc t nic did no ·t obt&ln wJ19l"P the bride 'n £a.thar wa■ la 

ao tual 1191'9'1oe or a membe1· ot the Ronhql!rin. 
4D 

or Ia.rs.elite another degree was adclode 

44 
1.n the oase ot a Lnlte 

·certain re■triotlon• we.re &.lao plaoad on those \.'ho were pe.maltteel 

--------~-----41. Edet•rthel!19 CP. <% !l'., 1)156. 
4?.. l.evlt'lOUB 21 1 7. 
a. sc,merer. OP. Ct!., 11. i,221-221. 
'4. Ecler■nelm, OP. Oli.t., J1Pl56-3.ti7■ 
46. SDhllNl'e OP■ Olf e • »221• 



46 
to ma. r.t:Y the pl'i Ge t • s da:1.11Jb tar• 

14. 

~ ore e~ver a re~ tr1at1ons obt ain~~ ln the case of th9 ltgh ?rlest. 

wa.e no t to 111•0.tOJ'lf:' "hl u s e"!d • i.1h o'hil~ron • un1~!lO: h is people. ·• '.:'11110 
DE 

in hl s / :PE" I ,\LIJ U!.\ . , ·~\aIBi1"1 1 1 , ;i>:t,j,07-108 J i V s ,he lu.\" th.ti.ta 

Lot t :'le h13'h 11r1est, t h41' f'o~o. t &.lt-J a p.l:-o -rira;i.1 t i) i>a 
his wlf'e; I. B:JQ a v i r gin• meani~ nut only OAe '71 th ·:;hom 
no ,,t i1er m 1 ,1~L:1 eYo:.:, ea.,1 oo,1u_o1;eu . b,,.t u.i..: ·.:1.th •.;h = 
no other mun m ::1 e•.re1• b oen named in r eter ~noe to marrlt13e ••• 
even t hou~ not- 'ii,>",;/ •aeN tao pu1•e. •• • 

:.sf.3r3:1c "l 1 .. l11J1•e ,,11 1.\9 i.o .1.>0 1.:rt- :1et:k'1 ,h :.~1 1;1t urcll·u•:.a . . l~noe . there 
47 

mi~bt be a S',Hr,Pi ciou t jmt she no l on~e1• v10.a · v il• 111. It W!..& :. , ::.u i-

.ti fl'i "',;~1ut •;hp i 1'i.6,'I-\ vrs. •t ' i>rid s!loul d uot b~ ol der tllmt ab: MonthS 
48 

be:,ond 1,u,l.m.rty. I"'' -;;; c Jti f:i1 p !'i e .st wero 'batz.othoei u:- w..u· 111a d to a 
49 

widow. l1a ·.;c~ no·t hel ci to u:lvo1'0t1 her. 

i nlc a l c odo~. 1.n ;,,. n ·, a 34, 16, Dt•tt te!•onomy f • 3-4, Joahua. 23 9 12, 

l Xiug e 11 , 2-4 Goe. 1>.roh1b1ter1 marr h ige t'-t ith otl,e r tban the J'a.1l slt moa. 

1n t h s e r l:, T:.inn 1 tic pAl'lod :J&li t e.ronom.v 7 • 1-ir ,applied to all natiaa■• 

Philo a lso a3rm,a to t l\iae ~no!l marr io.:Jes .-,ere oonsi de r e iuvalid. 
' .. 

·•hllil..ran w.;; e <=onaida r o~ non..Je•.;a a ncl could not i nhoii" t the il• re.the~· '• 

pOBS'lsslons. Thie (;OP. 3 buolc. t o t;ara 10 , 3. The .rerus .le:;. 'l'al UlUd 
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is • 

. 
a ... ch 0 ~ 1"Bpri11.: (lq bi COOi:! bei.\"18 1:Ul .re,., UDU l,ltr,,V"Pli iWl. 01• Jew ~cl GlAve-

i o c ommou \'l i t ll J.E'l~'i. 111&,ite uhi l !'8u. --o .. 1t1l _a ~" <Junv1: · h l .. 0l1t1Vic t.ion 
tiO 

- 1umb e ,4:~ ?.D, 7-8. ~'?10.;;a who ll~C:h JLlO J IAll t:, t'~ :.uo1 pr c,hlbi t ad luterc~••e 
51 

·.,u:,s ..!'ol a.~e-i t eil· mo tJ1ar . :..·hw had 1hi .;- tnil y ic.i ush·l p 11 tn t ilt1 ir 
L>2 

~2~a 2 , b9-u6 was luf,orprata· to 100 h tliat all wl10 libel f'ol1"'3lclD blood 

i ,1 the.t •• vs i na u ial• , uol. ·~.., et a.clmitte int o t i ~ ooa ;\J,'e ·at1ou oi.' pure-

i>iuia l nf'l 1:uin"e th ~ J1l' 1ee t:i .. iua lly a ac1Jp1:e -i t 1w .rul i> t hat 1f one 

~ eat ot' ~ prosel.vto waa J e• .. iah, the of':te pr1ug COl.lld r.isr -·~ into a 

pria .,. Lly f'om!.lJr. 

ll.Jt h II1ll,1l anct r.hl!mlJlal ~ee tb.Bt laN elites might mar17 pl."o-

-------- ----
bOe ~• OP. !I 'f. • :m,28~5. 
&l,. ~ •telDe v2e Ol'"lee Jll.73. 
aa. lBIJ>■ • »62• 



~-
i,:roseqte,s. -ro a oertuln e tent tl1e p roaelytaa were aui.,Jaot 1;0 Jewlah 

of au udul teroue " r till :i.11oea uo .. s uuion; id ti1ut case ·th o 0.rt apr1n.: 

ueoame m i.lZu1•u _lik,.i t he ona eai.•ant. OU the 1waa uasia. a emale 

prosel y te mi ~t. wa1•r1 
1)3 

o~atrate~ p~ie t . 

oaatr a1.eii l al'ti.&lite . ::.,cnne e.:tead~ this to a 

I n oe1•t t1i11 r o&J_Jttc ·ts the1•0 wol.'e similo1•1 tea between the Beman and. 
, 

Je I.sh custocu1. / ;.l tho girl e beo:iue of l e3til ago at t\'lalve? ,;hoJ" weft 

ma:t•.t'iat;;eo.blo bet wee11 tilirtean wul ei~hteen • . ~ 1c• age v~ieci acoordilag 
l>4 

t o t ho 1101•the1•11 iiiml ..utll8rn p1•0vlnoes. · , lt.bo this uaa late for the 

Ii' a w,;,ro,-,.n hbd no ohilcl ·,•,'h n s:m was ·twenty, she could be aui>Jeo li to 

legal action. 

In the 1ni dclle U11!l lower ol::11rne ~ marri, ~e unde1• e it;h.teeu or twent¥ 

was . an exoeptlon. Hal f'-s1•own bo1"■ were not to be mameu. In the 

senat oria l olnss he miaht be t\venty-r lve, holdinrs a quaeatorahlp or ■ma 
51> 

other otfioe. Tualta .t'' s view ie that the 1"0una man o culcl • e manled 

,men tho i'a thm• pa1"f!litte1.1. him to wear the 11top. ot a man" anil eutar ti., 
bo 

::'ori,111. Naro \Vu.& sixtean Wiwn ha 1lldl"rie· "'otavla. 

iiJIIOnC: the Jewa tl1e bov was expeotecl to lall"J'I' at ■1:ztean OI' ■nen-

teea. lJuleas he ,m s engaged 111 &t.-uu.v. he aauld not. l'81Dbln •lDsl• 



1,. 

I • 

&i'te.r hl~ t\","8.Dtleth j'oar. Z '1• ever, it was 01JiUiicilrsred "batttir to maZ'l'~ 

and no~ eot. stuc~ f or IJ&il".rie-u 11 &. ...one~ care;,i ,,er a dreacle • a nd ·:;ere 
67 

OOIIJp..t..\'8 t o ~ iaill ut . u u .. • -•Ukii: l? , 2; • 

age was thirteeu )'8 Ul." 3 :JU« · U&.J• 
68 

the n sha .1as a raica1•. J.!a ..,"Q1•a bis t i me l1e1• .i:"~the ... • cuul 1.letrotj, he r or 
59 

dive Iler a Ill:;/• tfo7:evcu ·, :aho co a. ter .. •w.•di., i u i :;1; cu a di•,orc-e. 

• OOUt'"SiI!P 

!1.'he qut:ll i f'ioat i oa.:i u.re s e t hiSh 1.w tjw inepire:1 w.r1·te1•. .Rabulnlcal 

litera l.ure uru.•ned as,al uut mar1•1{.i.6e ~ itit those who oonata:11,ly a t \1Uor with 

Ol'JCJh ut h • r 0 1· oall ea oh o Lhm• by sbame.~ l JlW!ltHI , 0 .?.' W"d lmor1n t01• theii• 

ao ts of uuld.nclu ·oe 01• e.rllel t.v. ~oaa snapeote11 uf :ll:lpure cle aooat and ot 

an 1snora:2t i":.:u ily sboula. u.lso be avoideu. 'i.'118 rabbio ra k the wilif'lecl 

m!lld n r: t hus: 1. oi o. 3Chula r. 2 . oi tlla mu:: t praillneut. man o~ the com

nmni ty, ~. of tm i1ead ot the om~aat1011, 4. ot the collector tor 
60 

ohar1 t~, a;. of u teaolsr of ohildren. 
, 

j,nysioal i>eau~ waa &ll\Jflht lu alll.ea u.:.1d. 1n Jaruaal.am; lD Juiiaa 
61 

WAs ltb was 't:~o 111110h .reg&l"decl. . :a&auti:tul 888'1 \ier ol.110 dea1re:i. 

Slmilo..r atat-11re a.a.l uo111glexlon \18ro not f'avo.re:l. 1:ee1aleaa9 mode•'1'• 

~---·------
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62 
ahemof'aoeaneu were desired qual ltle se 

11. 

Ede!"shelm gives us an lntereatin~ observation, Vlh!D h she4a nuoJt. 

llgbt on tho J ewl3h vie\,polnt ot warnn. 

•• .man muat seek after \'70m£Ln, and not ri vcim,;,n l'lf' t11!" e '"-= n; 
onl:, the reason whloh they (Ra >bi s ) '' S&i ·:;n to,,• lt swnd 
strange. •· a!l, t 1ey say, vna to:rr,1 •l ror11 tM ~1•01.1nd -
wc:ns n f'r0111 man's riu; hence, 111 tr;vlnt: t o £ind a ... 1re ir-B.D 
only lnoks af~er ,1hat he has loHtl ~1h1s to!"l®.tlon of. a man 
f'rora 1::0:ft ,clay, a nl of '10lll1ln f'roin " ~rd ·o ne , a lso lllua
t r ;.1,te4 ,,hy man WA:J "o mueh more Aasily r r.concsllable than 
\70r.tan. Similr .. 1.•ly, 1 t ,·1· :1 obsel"l'e , th:i.i:; G,o!l mui 110 t iu1."1119d 
,7oman ,,nt ot the he'ld, les t she sb>ulcl b90ome ?>road; nor 
o t of the o:,J e , l est sh . s i,l)uld l u ::t; uor w.t ot the E121·• 
les·t ah'!L' s"1oould "b9 o:,om9 0111"1 .-,u t ; nor out of. thq mouth, 
lest she cb:mld be t l kl!tlve; nor tut o~ th9 h "a>.•t, le2t 

h':J •;'ltntl l.d b• j :uo •e; nor 0 1 t of tl1n hand, le Gt she should 
be covet ous ; nor a~ oi th! oot , le Et sl e be n uutood~; 
but ,mt of th,q r1·0, cihioh was a l ua,..,a oover~a. uodosty wa a. 
theref'ore, ::. prise c:.UEl ity. 63 

The n,e.bbis BaVe ml.,;rloe t u those who -.,e1•e o e~lug a ,·,1 ·e . ''Haaten 

to i>uy lanu, del tera to bef'ore t8lclni; a \".'ife; clescenti. ur.e ~tep lu 

cboosin~ a r11f'e; eocencl one r:tep in ohoosir.~ ths ueet m· a. They ad-

v iserl t o ~s t nbl:Lr.h .. homo WJcl p l at1t a. v i ne:,;· 1•d f'iret aml ti1e11 rr.ar.1.~. 

Great ·01essln • · ·.•1 to come to tllose w".no ~s.ve t'hell• rloaght er::; tu leurae.d 

men. .ltJS,in o::.me t e ·,arni = not tu rr.31•ry of hi.ai,~l' r.-:.nl., ~or "a shoe 
64 

that i. a larger thao aw 1 ot r llo not desire." 

It la lnteresth1e; to note tlle.t th~ _a.tine ht"d no uordo ior ft\,oo" 

anil 11aourt11• The alrla ·,,-ere betrotbsd ln ~rly oh114hood. !;.919 arJ'811~ _, __________ _ 
62. r t-\H:t'ln~, 'i 't'rl"l, :,-e - In '1,ibbl ,tot\l · ttPr"'tm~·•, ".l?1'r .r,i:;11•'11 
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meuta were made tbri. :i.utor modio.rles or rnzu·rli•t:e brokers, ,:tno made thla 

t hel \' i•:::, ,1:\a i• i>us1no ss. 
6& 

tten the .,a l r did n . t ku0\7 euch other tl;Ll 

\'/8.. , p s teru:ll l,')L"ea :Sl.l'::' • ·01~ 111a .r1•i •. gc. , ··1·i w. ;"J~ bo.:'J ';!d ')?J ~-,!.'!. ';n .l. ttraotlo11 
6::, 

\7&re 

.. \ r.on t.:i,'. · ,J,ms th ctor ;, w :1 0 some-,>iho.t C1ift ereGt . ; ool :.,J. i ntercouna 

ml t tnc , the y uu111;; mnn ~o:ll.d tam pel.'20 110.l cmi co:J or hi bride . I f the 

woman ,-:as 11ot a. llJinor, h:>1• .oo .sen~~ wa. 1H:Ce&sc.ry t o m• ke tJ1e botrot m l 

mad.a or e po:u,;i ·01c~ uy thA uu.c ,o:-J obs r ou. on th. .,._-:; o ,: ... t onemr.nt ond the 

;fr,UllG 1a,· . , 11..."I. n11 -t.hino O;J ,:J • Ill ::co ,·fnGt'! t hou ni•t -..bout 
to ohoos ; f ix no t thine eya upon 'b13auty 1 but look i-a ther 
t o & 1>l ou:. £:..mil:, i f'o1· •".:.'11:CO 1\ln GS is d!?COlt, nnc?. beau 1;y 
1:: •rs.ui ty I i.u t the womn.n t bat f ears the Lord, she 1 a \'10rt
o:t· l mi~e. 

f'a tller ot hi :; uholon. Iu the c:cs,1 o '" the rdn01· t 'he 11:;rent:; aonld d.o u 
5 8 

--- --------------66. Frlecllaendar, o~. 01~ •• pp234...23~. 
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araa. Dix :nonths9 !'ive months longa 'thC:ln tho uaua .t131ll"e• ·lie.re is a 

cllf'f'e.-enoe of' OJ.JiDioo wh\ither tho rauther ol." "i>ro'ther(a) ooulci. glva tha 

dauUb,te1' into marri t;~ ~tet· ha2· tather' s 4eat.h d.ilrin•" her minor11,,V. 

'.i!he ShallllDi te school BOO l/1i8'1 t)JB.t tb&Y had the J'ight. !Liley .1'6:lil&aC1 

tl10 Bl~l -.;11e r1Bbt to Gnnul the mar..r1afJ8 \vhea uh& reaobacl bet• maJ ori ~. 

1 she ohose. • Tl\e o the.1.• vio\"lpOlnt ia tba.t the r.1othe1• and her brothers 

might, with h er oo,u:ent, ive ll9r into marrl ca dur1nJ., her minori~. 

Should she i•efuse to live wit h her huaoond in he1• majority. tho bond,.. 
69 

automaticnll.7 dissolved. 

-jetrothal t:mcl marri .. ge -;10J:e t \70 s e.93rate rites. !ihif. ia evident 

:t1•0Jn .. nt t lfo7.' l, :i.a - .1.9 , v,Jmra J oss ph ls tolt1 to t E.lm J..ary hlG wli'e to 

hir := ;al :l . ,oco1,di .fl - to t .ile ... 1 sr,ua t lu•ee moue ::. o · uet1·othel \·1e1•e r,osai ule. 

l'h anoonrl u~.\ ,ha oorweyanoe of a :i.etter 01• 0 011 trao·t elthsr in person 

or b messe11 ••l!' tn th'! Maiden -- i t aho v,as a minor, to her f'atbare The 
70 

Xu the oaae of these 

f'i :rat 1.r.o _ rooe•lU.!'99, tb~ !)r&!l'lrrnta.tlon o:i:' t he u,oney 01· let tel" i>y !)ro,q 

was p oss l blP. if' it had b e'!u e"C9\•essl.y s thteti beto.rf! Wi taa■ae·a, that Iba 
'10 . 

man tlle 't'Ftby' luteude 1 to aanotl:fy the \"/Olil!\D o.s hia \ilf"o .. · :i.1lle third. waa 

the.t o r ooba.blt,u.tlou. 'l'h l,J.tter msant t )l'.i t the betrotb:ll torlltlla •a• 

&!)okAu ln tile !>M oenue ot two witn11tsee-• and ti'19n the two oould .Ntlre 

to e 01)l•.?.•,, 'l:E1 , 00 1'll'11. :ible ~roo.iuu re "as aonlldera ltallOCleat. 'nm 111811 _____________ __,_ 

69 .5elk1n • O?. n IT• • pp226-22'1 
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71 
v,a.a ricuargeJ. beomuie of b i:. ao i on. 

21. 

I n I~oma 'be t rothal Wta. & ver y &ol.emnly and f'er.t1vel :, oeleb1•e.ted. Val'¥ 
72 

~r1.endti of bot h house■ were p1'8:1eat. 

'.1:.'hi3 r s .:.a"Ul• r f ~J :,•a ~:? \'1Ul' d:S \7Gr C,?;»ok:~ 4 ~,a tw5en Lile .}1:0 p eoti v ,IJ."•J an4 

t 10 i' ... t .116~ 0- -.be Jirl . i!tt 1.1 Otl _.l ao ~d. U, .r:..n or. t ~&.•~ • \lw r 1.h :tiuuer ot bl■ 
73 

_·10.uc:e •s l a:t IJa u d.. le:•., .L t e,1 iie SJ acl.iod. GOm otb 'r .1 •!':\Jl r:,~ \1Jle 

•l ,1:ey w;z,s i.h•J c· i ..: oon.,id.o.'!'ut l un~ · :he oan,1Jl ti n uf t lle lo~ •~ uapeot■ 
•14 

; t :i1 ~es t i vl t !.o:Ja 

i n h h 1.41:1 o.,: t i10 1>.ric1o uuda1· t l • 'ten·t o~ sli ~hL cauopy o.reu ·ee1 zor tllat 
75 

fJ ~ se (Pa. 19 • 4- b) . .!lm:'01.•1J t-,10 m1.u.e l itnoss,ss 9 1:ho :tut1.&ra tor oom 

ae,ve hia b1•1ue tL >i oce of mune:, • h • ove1• small • o,• o.r: mo11(W' •a ,1ortb for 
76 

u&e . ~his coin rni sM evan ba the perutah, ... :.m::iller ooppe1• ooln of' 

ol e at.ino . 'ClliB ··.-a.a i'o ll01.1e :l b3 1.he ·,1.,rda: " ... e tllou consecrated t o ma." 
77 78 

Roma -ve a letter i u , t aad of the mon97. 

raere 1a somtl dou·aa as to \"lhe4 th 4 use of ~J.a;: .• OLtme int o uae. 
79 

!f"'ne riut; wa o not ka1a.-;11 i n tall l d ... e a tamont. 
80 

in .u1cle.a · .aome u.a a. 01:i:" t tu 'the : 1anot\. 
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or a ~ .ritt.e:a ci .JWll&At. aclJi ~ ; '-::s:I t ,1is 1•111.;, at.::., m3.,1 Sil~ be co,ioe-
81 

crate . ( t>.i.' c;etru tiledl t lali.f e ' 11 

a l wai s l z1c1·11d,ll a. l u&'3l. duo rnent , :-lilich lill8Ci..: i ';1 "i"' .iJ,U'¥• ,..ii t.1:i, .1ud 
82 

!if"tual oblig{.tious . 

when tha g i v lnJ 0£ n rlO.'rl7 f3!1 i nstit.:tt ed ca ano t l>s ueter :nine.1 . lJ:l 
B3 

'.,:~l ur .. le days il. ·,:as c cwsi <lere•i a "lo S f: li't a.'bli; he<i Cllf, l;O!De ' ' 

Dia ·-- thor -~as bo, u to p.vc, i ds d .. wr;, £ 01,• hJ.& tc '\J uiit.er iu OCID-

fo.rmH y tu n.er Mt tion 111 1u·o. Th <• &econY "u~hto:- ooul a ol ai ra ::. por

tl a a qua:.. t o tb. t OJ. b,;,1• ol d r cit:ter. 0 1· oue -tentil of ,,.11 i mr. 0T&1Jle 

hei1•s f' ·thci.1· !' J t h e 1·, WP. l' G • a ~nd t:o r,:ai at a in 'i. 1e i r aiP'&et·s •. _~teir 

-----------~---
~ -81. 
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8lated 1n mon97 or 111>na7'■ worua. the Jll■band waa o'bllg,4 to' a4d to lt 

one Jal:l" more. l:t lt oonalate4 ln J9\Yelr,9 he :bad to aaalsra to Jiel' 

s:muld the,- se,Parate (not d.1To1'0e) • he wa■ 

bouncl to allor, her a proper allmo117 and to readmit bel' t.o hl• table B.114 

hou• on the Sabbath-ova. ;\ wlte bed. the rlSbt to u• one tenth o:l" the 

donJ'Y :l"Ol" pln-mODtlJ • 

In the oa■e that the :tathel' :i.'alled to ■peol:4' the cl.0"179 he wa■ 

bound to glve her at least i!'l~ sua. 1:l" he exprea■l7 ■tated tbat ■he 

should have no d0\11",1 9 lt waa •14elloatel.7 enJolned'' upon the groom to 

■upply hla bride be:l"ore the marriage wlth ■uttlolent monq to inly the 

DeOeaaar, outf'lt. r,phans ware entitled to a dowl'7 o:t at lea■t :tlf''7 
86 

•~• rr0n1 the 1,aroch .al authontlem. 

Other provlalon■ were 8110 m:1C1e to protect the lntereut■ o:l" thll 

wOIIIQII. l t the :tether we.■ unable to p,q the dow17, the groom wa■ 

el ther to 118J'l"7 or dlvorae her. lf' the 'brlda her1eli provided the 

d0\'f179 the groom ooild let he1· \7&1t a■ long aa he oared. la oaae the 

aroom dled ~ter betrothal and bei"ore marrluse. the father of the 

brlcle n•a not "9a7 the clowey pMmlaed the diaea■ed to hl■ lnlnte 
85 

brother. A huabaad ooulcl not oul:lge hla wlf'e to leave the Bo17 ieac1 

nor the olty ot Janaalm. Heither ooul4 he :to1cup her to oJwnp a 

town :l"or a 001111t17 home, or vlae Tar••• nor a good holiae ~or a lNMI. 

Deao aN but a tew ot the 1118117 legal proteotloia■ 3lvea ln tba be-

trothal dooumeat■• The Sl'OOIII pal4 tJle aa■t■ :tor the lepl ~-•• _, _______ _ 
8'.. 3derllhelll9 SKBTOBES O.F JBWl-.,B SOOlii.J. I.lP'B• ma149-.ll50e 
8&. Gl'ND■tcme9 OP. OJ.~. 
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GeaeZ""".ll~ u 01tt..roth."ll teoat. ,:011~-:ecl. lNt tbla wo" ld aot be 
8'1 

Sl.1~,Pt.u.OUS • 

•r~ mu m :puz-e onll a:lla_le. Cotise J.lou t-l:, tiu.,:,- avo·dad t :nt ~-1l1eh r.ai191t 
OU 

t ttel' tho lei:,il m,:i.ttor•, wel'o i. !ahttd • or, a.:r·ter tbD 

Blea·sotl art 1'ho11. v -..oril, our God.. .::1na ot tho ~io.rld, ~ 
hath awtot.1i'1od us by 1110 1:omc:unu!!!~nts. and a.jo ined uo 
:..bout lnaea,. and :orbldden th betnthod, but nllo;.lb ue 
wad.de.I. iJ'¥ f:hiJPp:m (tho 1m1 ·rlot:a-,b3lclaohlno) wad betr:>thtl.l. 
,.;leo1ecl urt ·rJiou, "ibo aanatl:!'leat larael uy '111p)teh IUlcl 
betrothal •••• 

'lbis ·r.,-..e 1,0.r.imps oonoludod b:, • . beltflci10tlun over the stat.utor:,, cup o£ 
09 

~lns .. • .• 11lch \,aa in turn ts_stod by the bet.rotheii . 

s loo o.s tho mo..tJ o.r tho :fluoa'a tat}1er dld not opeal:, :£'1011\ panllo 

opinion. !baro were no le~ uumpils1ous. til were tree to 'break up. 

· ,..n:, OhlinilO oil' 0 lrol.lllBU:U138, oveH O.Q l:ll,.ll'OVOt pro9»eol fur eltbel' ••• 

&1Zff'l!llant oauao 'tor. cltw'oroa. 111 other ,,o.nts, aetrot'hBl 1"1a■ a melto 
90 

o~ aonYonlenoe obMnoJ na long ae 4e808i.l protltctblo an4 w1ae. ·::n-

angernent.■ lD M lfh laa. &lN ala1lal'lN obaerv-etl. 

: tat\bew 1. 18-19 aJlowa tmt betrot'bol -:.-;aa csooelde1'8cl nlrsoat equal 

o.t adulterz, til-, GUlltv wama -.:aa ati.1nee1 .jut a■ a ■ar.r-1.ell woawm. a:, 

all man• wa■ lt ooa814ered mcu.• l»tadiDtJ 11114 ali>lt11111 than ~-at■ d 

---------
IJIDee -M• 
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91 
our raoclal'll ,118'8• A toral d.lvol'Oe •• neaeaaa17 l i elther of the 

I 
two daas!rec:1 to braalc Uie betrothGle 

It aaema aanel'alq aaBWD d tmt in teroourae during the i>etrotml 

pa.l'l od v111s prohl'bl tea.. !lhe atatua o~ the betrothed ... flzed - the 
92 

oustoras of the varloua t0\7118. ond looalltle s. ID aome oaae■ lt wa■ 
93 

permitted that the woman could be ta.lean to her fUture huuband 1G home. 

Generall,- 1t wa.11 11n1,lled that p-aioo.l rela tions wen not befJIUl till 

dtar lho 1111ptlals. 

There ls another theo.17 whloh should be noted. Tha Jerusalem 

Talnr.td ln l!et. 250 ls quoted b7 .Sel.ldn to aa,-, 

In tho tamer dqa the7 ( the Gentiles) deareed rel1B!, oa.a 
persaoutlon ln Judah and the,- nped the daughters of 
I1rael. Th&Y deareed that the looal Nler should OOM 
upon her tlrst (that ls. upo11 the 11ewl7 m2rlad WCIIBII). 
The7 ( the uages) therefore orclalnad that the husband 
should hllVe raa.r1tal rela t1011a with the batl'Ot!lad. vtlllle 
aha waa atill at her tatha1'' • hou■a (before the nuptial&). 

!fill a ._,as to have oontlnued ln Judah. 'b11t cll■o·aatlnuecl ln Galilee. 

11.tter the ,Jaooabeaa Period a change of papulatlaa took plaoea thla 18 
94 

given aa the rea10n for the d1aoontlnuat1on ot thls ouatm ln GaU.lee. 

Ia t h is 0011aeotlon ,ve are .reminded or the pJ'OhlblUon asalnst tb8 hleli 

pri est mar17ln3 ~one who had at acme t111e 'beea betrothed to acmea11e9 ,. 
to a11■11.re that ha wOlllcl be mal'l7lng a vl.rg.tn. 

Ji. oJlllcl born to a betrothed pal.r wm had pmnuptlal •• Nlatloa■ 

91. .81llklne C!Pe CIT•• »241. 
12. ''Mal'1'1&ge"1 OYOLOPEl>I /1 o·;o BIBLI0.d.Le 'm!::OLOUI C..U. ,iID> EOOL'BSI.AS
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,aa stven the nnk ot a doubtful -•r (ohlld ot an lnoaatu011■ or 

adulterous union ). ~he m~har wn.■ SlTen the rtSht to teati~ to the 
V6 

legltlmaoy of the oblld. 

~a marriage f'oUO\ved the betrothal attar a lo 1891" or llhorter 
97 

period. ~he llmlt■ ware fixed by t1vJ law. Gelkle ■uggeat■ that 1 t; 

ml:,it mve bean weP.kD, montha , or even a ,vmle :,ea r bef'ore the tbla.l 

nupttal aeramaa:, wa a obael'V'ed. The lntarYal gave th'l 'brl4a tlma to pre

pare her■eli", to sof'ten the JBin o ~ p82'tlna trom her f'rlenda, also 
98 

parhBpa to glve thain lona er benafl t of' her household aer,rlaea. 

Ile JIA R 1l 1 A G' E 

The • omana were Yel"J auperatlt1ous and mad.a aartaln that the 

da te ot tho marl'lage would ba auaplclous. .i,' 01' th11 rea::1on \18dcUng■ 

\'18ra never aontraoted dlll"ing the raonths of' ~ Y, earl¥ i.1&5 or June. 

Cartaln other elate■ were aluo oon■14ared taboo. l>w.-1.Dg noh lDB.11■-

ploloua perlods neither the state nor 1ha prloat wow.cl tuaatlon nor 
99 

88Datlcn the marriage. 

?.1he OOIIIDOD wedding dlq tor J-1■h r.&lclan■ Wll■ a We4•11Clq atter

aoan. Thl■ all wad the ft.rat cloy■ ot the 'flek tor pze.pamtlon. 11 

al■o aava the Jm.sbaacl, lt he aa 4ealred, the o_pportunu,- to peter 

abarpa against the pzreYlmur oh:11tlt7 ~ hl• brl4e before the loaal 

Sanhedrl.11, whioh ■at nar., Tmr14a7. Tbs •mac• of a wt.4ar, •• 

oalebrated on 'l!ml'l41f' attemooa1 thl■ left three &lq■ of the wek ________ ..,. 
I&. IBID•• i,2811. 
ffe Bclarldlellle sn,RQJIRS OF J!lVISH SOOL\.L LII!'Be »1,&J.. 
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100 
tor "re.1ololns wlth be.re" 

nab'binloal 11 te.ntlll'8 aketoheu othei.- prohl bl ted aeaaona. !&.1hlrv 

days of mD'.il'DlDS ware to be obaervecl ai'ter the death oi a near· ralatlTe. 

• wldcmer wus to wal t three testlTals ~tv the deo.th c4 hi■ wl te. It 

lB had little ohilclren ,9'ho needed oare. or if he hnd no children from 

the r avloua roo.rrit:.UOw he might mar17 attar seven dqa. I:.xaapt when 

urGant oaaaa 4omundell lt . .. ubbath•• holy d&Ns. also week-cicqa ot the 

Holyd~• ,,ere not pemlaaible periods. !Che first nine ~• at the month 

ot Ala were mournlna dqs . end heme no mar.rlagea might be oonsu11111m:t;ad. 

So.'De prohi ill tad the three weelal from the 17th ot ~-• to the lUllth ot 

~ :b. Only on apeo1f'1ed dqt: durlna the tlr.ie trooi the r-a■aove.r to the 

Sha'bll•at ware marrlngaa pc;rmltted. .la aorae looalltlea lt was oustCJD8!7' 
101 

to wa lt only till the 33rd. ~ of '4Der. 

Josephus reported thia ouatom. I i" a.qro11e would take n ,voman aapt1Te 

al ther a Tirgln or marr1ea. he was not to aarr,y her lmnedla te.J.7. .Rather 

wa a he to give her the opportWllty to mOlll"Dw to llhll.Va her head 9 allCl put 

on mournln:s olothlna . ,;.ttel' th1rt;,v dqa marriage v111■ pel'mltted. How"'! 

ever, u·. dter luat was aat1ated, he would. tlnd DO 4a■1red tor her. ha 
102 

wa1 to f'1"89 hu and not nalre. her a ■lSVf'• 

we Jmoo var, 11 title about tile rellal,o~s 1,reparat1011 f'or •rrlop. 

Gelkle tell■ ua that both briCle an~ groom ta■ted •all da¥ 'before mer.l'lag9• 
loa 

~ad oonte■aed their afa ln p1•aver, a■ OD the llB.Y of' ;.. tonaaent. 

Be B<»Uf MAlllltAGE 

llaJV' Pl"Q&l'atJaa■ tor tJae ■Bl"Z'luae 'IIU'e ma4e la :RGll8• fJla Jaaa• ~ 

101. GNea■tone. OP. OI!f .. -·· 
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21. 

both were fastiTely 11 t up; the anoeatr.al oupboarda were opcau ~• 
10ft 

decorated with oal"peta, Wl"eatha, a n4 SJ'!&en t.wtse. The •••tlbulaa 

0£ both house■ were garlanded ,'4 tb leaTes snd bmtI'ba• i11"iencla and. 
106 

ollanta gu.th91'8d at the bride's m•• 

The bride's dreas wa s uaua.117 thg Sift ot· the groom. Plf.n7 the 

l ounger sent one ( uintllllon a Bi,tt ot tltt:, thoueam aeatel"Cea to help 

hlm pro·1lde the service a ncl t.rou .. sou.u toi• hie b1•1de. liloh b>:lclea WON 

ornaments a.ad Jawelr7 W11iab wero uaual~ 1r.iolu4ad lu t l1e outil t. · r&e 

pr l nc l!X'l part 01· the brldo.l 1•0i>Ga wu.a a square fiw.Jlu headdreaa9 
lo& 

tallln3 dawn to her aide■ wl1.h her taoe ex_,;, osed. Tlle b.rlc&e WOJ'e he 

hair ln abc pla1ta or b1•a lc111 "'1th o. coll on the head• parted by a apear

ro .emiilira~ instrument. A b.l"idal wreath of ! lDw•r• wa s plaoerl on her 

ooli"ful'e. 3he was- to have Je.thered the■e no,•r• he1•aelt. ~a WOJ'e 

lo,, 7ellow shoao. .Prevlousl:, the bride h ad dedloa ted h~.r doll■ to the 
107 

household gods to lndloatG he maturity t. o tllem :mcl her taml~. 

In early dqa the 1:1.rlcle entered the groom•s house at the rise ot 

the ev an1D8 ■tar. L ater till• cuatom was ohunae4. The .f.ll'Ooaaalon wa■ 

held s am etlmo during the evenlnll• Stroete were or0\1llau wl tll a_peota-
. 108 

tore. nontlN■ ware lit 1n tJJe streets. Bef'o.re the 1>rooeNlo11 

then w,:ia a p n1tanaa ot oarqlna; th9 i>.rlde off' b7 :rorae. b 'b.rlcle 

was toll0\784 b)' bea-rva of the spln4la aD4 the dl■tatt. Sha Jutrnl.t 

was led ~ two pNtty bQJ'■• The lP'C)O■ aaattere•l 1111t■ o.r ooatettl 

104. Pr1edlaander9 OP. ~Te• i,231>. 
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bef'01'8 them. 

ft& bride wa■ oarr.Led aoro■a t1le threshold. The mm-nap oontNot 

wa■ algned aad aauled. ue.tol'CI Hitaeasea lra the reoeptloa lwlJ.~ ~ bride 

•• than lei 'b1" Yo12JISV marr-'ed WCllleD to the groom. 1_1JWse spolm a 
109 

fommlr, oa:,pa.rable to "Good luOk to 7oul11 ~ oouple neat to the 
110 . 

household altar and ■aorltloe4. !ibe groom save tire alll wat• to 1ille 

bride to ■lan11'7 their oommon sJmoe in goods. Sia then pra;ye4 to 
111 

the ~oa. Thia wa■ loolmd upon aa the lnti"ocluotlon to m.rriecl 11:te • 

.t\ ,·1ecl41ng dinner f'olla.va4 9 tho two sitting toBether. ~ e teasta beoame 

ao lUXlll'S. oua that they ha4 to be reatrlota1 b7 law. Gr-.t aum'bar■ ot 

entertainer■ and ctolaa \'MN present~ Huge SWDB ot moae,- wera u•4 aa 
. 112 

gltta to al 1 oi theaa. c. .f.fABBL\ GE :PBELUO:&\lUBS 

•&a J8\thh uricle waa veile tl f'rom hend to f'aot. '.i1he .retereDoe la 

Jevelatloa 19 9 8 '!'ould aean to i odioate a vell ot tine Whlta llnan. 

~hl• was in aooorcla.aoe with the F.&ateru idea o:r pr oprlat7 a.all al ao a■ 

a aimbol of' her aubJaotion (1 cor. 11.10). Bile was draaaed in a peou

llar glrclle. 11111 waa alwa.,■ a part of hv 4re••• an4. the "at:tlra" 

Whloh ■lie owld aner f'ol'Set. Jeremiah aptalm ot thl■ la Te.rN 32 ot 

ohapter two. If' ■he had not been mal'rled be:roN. her halr •a• left 

tlowlng bllt was oovered with the Tel1. Jlel' wJJole clNs■ •• par.flaa4.-

Sba al,lttered with all the .Jewel• ot \9hloh h8 1'81111.~ lloa■ad.. U 

llhe wu■ poor. lllla would borzvn sane ~or ·t1ia ooaa■_loa. Sba ware a 

wreath 0£ U11nlo leaves, eith!tz- na1. ot ,gal.cl.• or 11S14ed. · ~• w.reaUI 

109. 'l.UoJatr• ~. Cl~ •• mt,298-IOO. 
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113 
beooine so ind:l.spensaulo tha·t l t became a tam tor the brido her1el:t. 

•~ ~allclu and -,~ebrO'J/11 !aooordln;; to Th01:u.on1 t1!f ••e 1,la:iicone.J t'l.lth kohl. . . , 

i Kel' eyes were made to D.ppoa.r almond-shc.pet17 lc-hl"3 ga-ve pecullt.r brllll

anoi, to the au • !t oaueed a langu11ih1~, amorous ca.~t to her whole 
1·1.f. 

taoe. lier cheeks were emst1me6 oolo~ed with oosmetics. 

The br idegroom ..-01-e a crown, often oi r 10.1e1•·•• ,f thie o r o-:;n lt 

ta sa1d i n tbe uO!l!i' o! t,ulomon z. 11: 11tlle orc,,n merev11th his 1?10the.r 

C.r0 \"111.:•1 hit:i ill the !W:j of hi a 89).lOUSalG • aud 1D the d~ of Lho gladn••· 
115 1116 

of hh h eart. • 
I • - •• •• 

,tl&O esaentls.l tor the marrlega :restivl t1eo in Judea 'l'18l'o ''the 

f'risncls c~ the b.rldegro-,11. 11 1/e woui:d ·cr&l1.- t11e1n gn0fllaicen. Thls waa 

striotl7 s Jewtsi1 cuatum and noi; to be found 1n Galilee. In ,Jattb.ew 9 .• 

15 1'0ll1ldr en of the br'icle0hs.mber1
• ai-e men1,10ae d.. Thia \70.s a gene ral 

tel'ill ror a ll t~•e wl10 attencle · the we~ding. 

/ In .John 3 1 29 "the f'r1ead at the b.ridegroan" la me,,tlonedJ In 

Judea t\'iO 31"oomsmen were at ever'/! weddi,na; the one serve,i the groom. 

the other the };)ride. hef'Ol"8 the l!JC.r.ri. ge the:, noted as i,1term diaries tor 

the couple. ,1. t t11e wecdln,.; tl1ey oi"f'ered g!. : tu• wa1 tecl np>n the brlcle 
112 11a· 

eil gi•oom. ODs o~ these also acted as ma:,ter or O'Jremonlee. !rhq 

aluo attended the ooupla to 1:ho bridal ohnnii>er to attest. aa lt we.Ne 

the ah3at1v of the bride. T he latter ouetom aometlme• 4egeaerate4 

U4. w. ;i . TJmmaon, ~ I..i.N,J .u"fD ~ BO<llCe II, 11189. 
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31 .• 

lnto aoe.rseaoaa. , f'te1- the 111arrioge lt waa the ·du~ of' the groom81118D 

of' the brlde to malntalD the pl'Oper relo.tione between the coupl-.. ancl 

espelllully to clef'en4 the good .fame of the bride apl11at all auouaat1o■•• 

Exodua 199 1'1 Dptaka ot :.!oaea aa the "f'rien4 ot the b.l'ldegroom" wm 

lead.s out t;u, i>rld.e. Jehovah ln Paoia 689 7 la desori i>ad aa tho b.rld.e

Groom meeting H la Church at Slnal. Certain myatlo writings olao de

aorlba r.od as aoting as ''the f'irod ot the brldoaroom•• at the meeting 

ot our f'lra t parents in Ede~- An a.mlent .uabb1nl0'1l 001121nante.ey eta.ta• 

tba.t Goel Blmaelf' took the cup ot blessing 8Jld spoke the banedlntl oa9 

,?hlle t lohael and Gab:rlele the a1"oha"89la9 aoted ali 11the brlde8l"CJom•11 
119 

trlonds." to ou.r f'U-at parent■ ,1hon 1ihe7 wedde,1 ln Pazacllae. 

Ordlnar.v Jewlsh ouatan demanded that the gN>om nlth his 6l"ODl!lamen 

and f'riends go to the bride' a home to pt his bride wit h her attendant 
120 

rna.idena and friends and bring her to hi& own or bla pa.rent's home. 

!.i?be groom usually uent to get his b.rtde ln the evening . .tluteplalar■ 

o.r sln59r a went before the group. ~ e Sl'OOIDBID8D o.nd others oanle4 
121 

tlarinu torche s or la111p1. .a.oao.rdlng to .rev, lab autllorl ties, ten 

~~ch lamp a were ataaclard f'or auoh 9maea1lona. These lamp■ wre 1"0Un4 

reoep taolea tor piton or oil tar tm wlak. !fheae we.re plaoeil lD hollas 

cu»a or 4eep aauoe~•• taataasi b7 pointed ands into long wooden pole■ 
122 

aa4 aarrlail aloft. 

!1.'he 'brl4e waa led f'l"O!I her Jl8,tenal Jlome to 1ihat of' her huabaacl. 
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l!"irat oaine the aound 0£ m12■lo; than oaMe thoae Tlho cllatd'buteil wlne 

a.nd oll amcma the ptoplo, and n,;ta smo:is the .>hlld.re11. ~ll9 brl4e• 

OCJV"eraa with h1Jr brtdal van, w-..ia au:.-l'OUalleu b~ h'9r co:.1paatonr. . Jhe 

wa■ led by "the :tr1onde o:r the brldegroon1" • tu1d 1"1.he child..,.o~ or ~ha 

brlde-o~ber11 (guests)• EVe.r:,thlnr; braetller· & f'entlve oJ;rtl'l .t. some 

oarrietl the lamr,e p.revlou~lY mentioned. '.i.'hc,se ue~rest .,c;l"e 11\Yrtl.9 

branche s a nd oht-\pletB of :tlowara. EVe17 one rooe t o salut e 1.he p:ro

oeoalon. In ract, lt was deema~ almost a rell~tous duty to bret.:k into 
123 

p1•nhe o:r tho bea.ut:,, t he modesty, or the virtue GE t~u,. 'bride. ~• 

Ta.lmud has preserved us a ~,a-.r; l!.nas ot the oon~s :iung bN the br1de■i!lalrla 

e.nd g irls as they danoeu Le fore the br14e1 

Uer eyelids are not s t ained wlth blue. 
· er rad oheakEl are lier own ; 
Her hair hangs wavltls aa lt gew, 
:Jar gi•e.oe wero ·:,oal th, alone: 12tr 

··.1he n ■ho fl l'l'iVetl at her new home, :!be ~ .. , s letl to her husband. 

''Some sunh ror i1T..ih aa ' Taka her aocordtng to th'~ Law of ?.io£ea :lJ!ld ot 
128 

reruel,' would. i.le s·poken .... " The two wer e then crawne4 wt tll iJQ.rlands. 

D. THE im..rf'JJWI 

\'/hlle stlll at the lhNBh0ld. the f'Ol'll&l lepl lnatl'Ument .... 
126 

Blsned. i'hl• lnatrwneat wa■ called .b&'th11ltah ( .s7 .:;J.7 7> :>) I~ ■n 

~Orth that the groom wmlcl ''ffl>rk :tor here to JlollOIII'• keep, aa4 aare :tar 

bar. a■ 11 the mamaer oi" tJJa mea o:t .Lsael .... " Other :tlaallalal an4 lepl 

123■ IBID•, 1)35'. 
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127 
matter■ were lnalude4. 

'the orlEJln ~or the Ketub&lh was olai•ti OD the basis of Cem ela 2&. 

o!' I't ts said thn.t •-eturah'a aona viera sent aVID':}!, b1100.1ure arP.h had the 

Reth!;bah. but Keturdh hod DOD&. 'the '.i!olmud P lao se.vo t l1ir.l o-t i)"V \cl •• 

·,,lves and ooucu"oln~s . .:tlilmonidlea auys the:t 1 t T.':,,u qstabll: h~ ~:,- "'the 

Grek Sanherlrln i,l Ord.OJ' th~t a Jewish \'lite SIP:.~d not bo l ! 3ht 1& !Jer 

hua· and's eyoo :9 11 Hillel sup_poaedl;7 adai,ted lt as a aaf'egltnrd u~l?lat 

the aa trimo:alal ll"N(Jllla.rl ties of the A\lazand.l'lana. '.i."ha ..! lshaah spaaka 
121 

of t u•ee dif'f'e.rent .forms, that o ... J el"Uaalem., of Ju4,,,a, and ot OUlllee~ 

Under tha Ketuball lnw■• the minimum tor Yirstna ~,aa r>laced at two 

hundl"i'!d s11a. f oi: non-vir,:i na at one ht111dred1 ror prieat' a dau(#.lte.re at 
129 

four h11ndrail • 111be a!llount ooild be inoreaaed. ~he noble i'&!"llle• ot 
J tJ.r".1 aaJ.,,,ra doubled th9UI. Aleo mentioned in tho : etubah was ~e al!IOaat 

·' 
oi' th~ d <1>1ry and t ile addition ■ of t h o hwrbaade All the 0J'dlna17 obl.l-

130 
(:lrA t loae of the hUsbantl to hi ■ w1:f'e wel'G 1a.cludad. 

/ ::,he "-•atubah \til e a .,1101t important part of' the ISl'rlsge oer8IIO.,-. 

'l'ht> 3aliu1e atipula tau that no oonJU3al, .relat~oae oould ba eatai>lisbad 

tlll the Zetu.bah \faa .1!'8flil.Y and· the tull •• atlpil.ated 'b7 them :or tbe 

iucllvidtu,l oaaes had i>eeu met. I f' lei, 1t oould be .nplace4 • aotlo11 

fl"Om the oou.rt. ' I a addition to the two oonoel'ne-i. twci o.r three wlt

ue.;;sea wer.a r e ~uired to alga 1il1a nev deoument. IL _.eaord ot tha l.o■■ 

127. Eclerabalme OP. CI!.ree pp31K-88De 
128. :slits.II lia .a.41.ore 11.lleliubah - ~ J."'ll'llaeol•o 11114 PaleograildOn• 
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sncl a. .l'Bqaeat b:, the bt.■'tand to aplaoa the 1 oa■ v,o.■ to be raoo.1'4ecle 

~\110 noted w, •• the date of the tlr■t. It thia Tr&■ 111;.,oHlble. the 
laJ. 

elate of tbs oeoond was lnaerted. 

B:, th.a £<etubah all propert1' o~ tht hu11ba11d," 1•c~l :lnd p8l"ED nu., 
132 

fh1a was a late.,,. clevelopn19n t. ,. t ~1rst 1 t. w:," a 

lien on all real 01tate owned ar,r the Jri2sl>and dur1D!! hle lltetl•• lr 

hv bad n ne at lJi:;; death or at tl1e d1v·o1·oe. tile llen :rel.l on w•r.,thlnS 

be llacl s old. .i.,1•bitrary divoroe praotloea :roroed h•v1er reatrloUon■• 

i..t f .x-st mai.•risg~ uettl.e1118nt was made wlth the w11"o' a tathar. Then ll 

wi.a oonvert\id into e ooie valuable household "ooda ot v,lh1 ah tho hlaila.D4 

s ta.Yt:•i ,.,1 th the h j9band, Lat a 11on Woe tncle asr,.lns t l'l.la pr CJ!)8.rt7. 
168 

~•1nally hia entire peraonul est.ate was macla liable t ... the Zetubah. 

·" ,.....119 ·:;Oll'IC.d hGd i;he .dgilt t o aell ur ~ ive away. Hoevel", abr, ooul4 

not ral·•ase her :nuaband :rrom all or po.rt ot the .iS:etubah. J. t w II Jlal" 

inaU,•nabl e l'i8ht and ~il"oteotiOn. 11• th&1•e waa no written lf.etubah. 

she UU\lld oolJJ;Ot tho IDinimWI a:n, clepondin,!l OD whether she had be• 

t11..aed hiB wife the oo.aJugol r18}lta, the =-etubah ·,aa 1nore&N4 36 81'111D ■ 

of ■11 ver eve17 ·week of tlJa aelaul t 'b~ the oc,vt. 

The lm.:band or h is heirs -;-;ere le,-lll' bound to f'w.:till oel'lai.11 

o ood1t1:-,n•·• lt tho c.other died b c.i"ore her hu■baa4, her raa.ltt ohllclN■ ___ , _______________ _ 
IBID•• PJ/1,72-f.fS. 
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lllhairt&,i tho · ; ei.-ubohe l:t he had ohlld.1"811 i>;, other wlTes , the amoual 

ot the .:.ietubah 't'ro.s f'irs t aub s t.raatert t'l'Ol!I the i,1hel.rta11ae WJd g iven 1io 

the helra un ~he r,iother's aide. ~n t.na r a:nall.11iar \'FAR dlvlded aq:.al.11' 

among all tho sons. The daubiltei-s hsd t~ bo .;up"',orte · ~ 1-• M ~he :: :tate 

untll tbey either ma.rrlAd or beoarna of ~ e, uul a:.s ·i.he ·,, i d. .7 married 

or l e:tt her huc:.>and ' s house. she lla.4 tba l e30,l ,rlitat to live i n ile.r .i

aeased husband' s houRth ln somi; luo&l ltles • t he p.i,•b:'.se w..a 1.,serteu.: 
lM 

"'llntil the heirt. aha 11 be willing to 'I}D,'9 her the aaraol.int o~ th& !.a't°J.bli.JJ." 

~ e , .. atuuah ooulci be clalmet, only at the deat h cf tha Jiuabanu or 

ln aase 01" o. divorce. ,~dvanoes 00l"\ld be made to tile n if'e d 1,,rl11& hi.a 

li l etlme. Dle11 he had .reoounoeu these 1•ighte be.tore marrl ~ e, be 
1315 

in turn oontrolled all her pr o1,ert7 ~r~o tl1e tune of' tbeiL' betrothal. 

ll\lrther oonclltious ,vera a t taohe& t o the .iietu'hah. It the cl11cumeat 

was in th~ poaaeaaiun f . the woman. ahe oould collect many ~•a.rs atter 

hla death or divo.roo, even i f she we.re rau.rlecl tu anll ther. If 1 t •a 

not la her posaessi.011, and she had l&rt hl~ house t•lld 1uar.rled aplD, 

ahe re,taiae4 the .rl&bt to oolleot onl)' tor t weni.,-r1va N•Al'•• l!he~ 

attar she w .lva4 the rlgbt. 'lhe law raacl that the •-.tu'oall wa■ al·:1a,a 

to be olalm~ at diva.roe. .satora 'Che wldcr.w ooulcl ooll"eot, &ho waa 

to.road to •~ ear that her husband ha4 nev.er palcl aer all o~ 1t nor a 
131 

part, and that ■ha ha4 .uot tallan it witliout bl• k.lowleilfillh 

111 the Qa■a ,Jt a 41Torae, t'he aourt9 at'ta ,P81118Dt or the lfetubah 

O!' oei, ton lt crouwl••• and .wrote 011 1t tneae w.Ol'Cl■a 

1:54. I ll ID•, p4.74. 
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Which \70, ld mlik~ lt lmposslble tor the wamaa to olalm the amount of the 
13'1 

l~etuball at soma other tlma. 

If' the woman waa found u noa-v1l•3ia at the tlret lnt.el'Oo\'!l'Be9 an4 

her hl:&ab:mcl made n ce.ae ot ·lt. she, los t one hundreu '1lnuru u.1.• uus of her 

'i'hln wuuld place h e!" -011 the flume lev 'll t ·1l !.11 ca. ac,u-vlroi,•: ol' 
138 

2he ma •rlace, h ov10\·e1• , :.~11!11 \ned va.lld. I f the wi.i'e re1iiaecl 

c onJu~ l r1t,;'h t 3. the 0 01.u·t sent he r a warnin,r. tbut ohe v11luli\ lose tJm 

Ketubuh. If' she 1•eiua.1na obdur11te, th,., :raot waa annoi.no"d ln t h e SYJI► 

,·ma 1•elieve • or t he clu~ 01· s11ppo1·tln:; her. litter t w lve r.,onths a 
139 

divoroa £ollov1ea • 

!.Clio .i.\.et1.1bah c ould l>e f'orf eitsd tor. less aorloua ~.ronga 9 such OJI 

. 
■el"\l'iu • he1• hu ob'1ftil fo.rbldden food; o abalJ!.llag ,.,1th hlra du.rlQ3 llAr 

unolean ,P:> rioi\; breaking he1• vows; 1111cove l ag her ha.tr in the atraai1 . 
i'lir tiu~ \·, i t h s trant;o.rs; c:m.reina bor h:iasband' a parenta ln lJla praaeiaoe; 

mviu , ro:£d.a va:,a ef'or o her n&-.•riu.ge 1 .re~ 1a1Da ~o f'olloar her hu■balld 

::f."rum 0 11e pla.oe in 1;4e ae.ma oountq; or :trom any o ~nt:l"'J' to . al.astlne; 
140 

or f'.l"om un~ _ ales tlnlau ct ·ty to J'er\la...,lome 

,1";.tta.r the .{et.1i'bah was dW WJ'lttan lilld al&Dade t:t.a p.reaad'becl 
1-'ll 

wa-111118 ot haracls and. t he ouedlotlon i'ollVJ;ad. !tlaa f'••~ aaw 

obee:nocl ·waa ooaa1d.ee4 an •••nUal put o~ the oeremo,IW • tol' 1• 
142 

meant a aa.o r ltloal eatlag lioaa,ther. At tJla oeleb.ratlaa. ~ aon 
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148 
• u dl&t ri"bu ~eel Mong the (iuesta lt tho brlde wu a TlrS!,n. The brl4•• 

shrouded 1n h&• long .-1hlto veil, sat apart \Jlth the ·,'101'!1en.l' :i,'ha ce lebra

tion was a tlm9 or grea t r11lrtb (j",:-1"8145.Elh "I, :V., ). !i!ll'Jl'O -.vu ;., 6\naing, 

us of t lu. t 7111!.:,h ':amoon poaed to th9 .11i,. 'l:i. ot1 ".e .1 a;,. i,l i3 ·,;.;,"..J lu;t. • ~ i Uul:i, 
14•1 ..I 

the fer.ttv:i). l a oted sevon dgy:; 1 ~or lt ,1,u ooriuld.ttro.i. 1:1. .religiou&1 ;Jut:, 
1 4.> 

to give rnG,rr1111Eft":; nnd pl.e.,un.u•e to tho no.; ooup.1.e. 

~ 10 mrriu3e s~p rna . uouol ly en4e4 with tho o~p o: thnnlal;JJ.vins. 

· ()7o .. • 1t wac 3l')Oks11 tli11 solemn pr o.:,o r 01• b.ridnl uenedt.otton, al so knoffll 
146 

:,i :; tll,.= s von-tol <\ cup or bftnedlct 10n. Thi& waG G'l.)oko.n b7 tlie b.rld►. 

aroom la t h.e p:r-ttr-1enoc ot at lea;.; ~ ten .r,e?"soas. prQviderl the f'•st '7&.11 

14'1 
am:sll. 

dl cti , 1. e iti ,ex· tr.a us·ona of th'l brl•lugroo11J 11 or. t ile pari,nts lod t.he 
14.b 

bl'icle t ..> tilo b1•idu.l OhGM'berr. (chede.r) oncl the bridal bed (ohuppllh). 
l.49 

~"lll! i>ride w1,nt. with hair unloosed but tho vel waa not removed tlll 
. lb:> 

tho 'i.>r1cls :.uui the .;ro01,1 we.1"8 : ilSe~ • .r tu t h e brlcfal chwnbe~ 

.AsDons ·the ,Ropl[l.lls, the WOIDWl b7 raarriu.ae paaaed. trom tho 11urae-" 
l&l 

to the 1113,•rled •l.:.a.te, £.row oons1.ant 1u1·Yellluoe to u.l>mlu.te .troeJoni. 
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ze. 

'l'ho woman u.anase·J t he lx>me ucl i"::mll:,. short ot aatual 1Af'149l1'1'. lhe 

"ir"aS p el'tnl t ted t.o l 1ve her O\':'D 11 fe. :.a lOJJG as aha- o o nf01·r..e.i 1.o aaceptecl 

etiquette her h u&bl'I.Ud had little p CJ\"ler C,V Dl" he...-. i he1·e \lure Ya.J•iUUI 

flueno • ItOU!tin ,iJrid.e . Jolat int&re:. ts , :::0::-101.ime:. ovc:ti 1,13-.;eesm a n ... :attao
l o2 

tion. ·.ui t'i:l e i~o .. ,o~ tion on the lowar olaaae a 1o 1avai10.iJle. lU the 

u ppe.1.· clasaa.. t.he husl:anu usu.a l l y su.utad hf.a wi l e us ";.r&lcwm" ,,hen with 
163 

'he .t l?J 1i)Ublic • 

• \ooorcU.us t o ~.,odu" 21 9 9-lo. tho llus'omad O\"Teu. a i. lea:ac three 

duti.02 to his ·wl i'e . In tho ._,ordQ of Scripture i.haso arcu 

.1.\llil u · ho have bet.rothad he1· IADGO hia aon. he ah.ull deal 
wl t h h el" a :l.'t er t h e 1:aan12a 1• o... dtmtrhte1•s. .Lf he take llirl 
o.nothel" •1:t t o; her .'ood , her 1,a 1riieu t, :cind h e.r du t:, of' 
miu:•rlu P. , Nht>l l he not dl!il! nlsh. 

J er.'11011 l:l.'7 s1,01ca of. ::J!'Ven more. These inc l Wlo hor sa ttl01nen t, n1tt11oa1 

trea:troent t n t h.11 on.lie o.f. UlnaB:J, rede:n1,t l n f'rom oopti v1 t:, • a l''9~peo~ 

tlll tb9y ,,e •e ma ried, a nd a. f ina l pr ovlsioa that hel" aon ... sliOUld ul.

ao sh.-,.re 111 b er p =.:> .rt ln addi tlon t o .reaelvin,J a por tlon oE tholi, 
164 

fatlter ' _,. 1ollerito.noe. 

The wite had th-=, right ot board at her hUsi.iancP a table . ~D 
I 

1r he f!S,Ve her euf tlolo.nt · rnoney to~ he support, lw ooul d not l!an4 

her awq a,galnst her utsbeo. She bad the l'iSht t o leave t:ha hou■e lt 

--------------152. ~.~::Ore ~~. CI2 •• p~V0-291. 
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he nialtl"eated her or. 11 wd 1 11 a bad na 1{jlboi-b od. In thlo aosa Jut ha4 

to '1Jpport ha1• ,vhere she lived, Ii' bor hueiJond left bAl" ter~por:u-1~. 

he ,11111 liable t o &'q)port he.r i'rum hl!l cropsrty . !f 3he t 'll1 h1~ propar

t,- without 'h1s ooruent, t:ha sl'lle ·.•es valid~ Ker lJ .. , ~1tJ. ~:t:: li:..bl·: to:r 

r.nney u11a mi3!1t borrcm t"or he-J' o•.;n 11uppo1.·t~ ?To 01,t• 1; 1A l ,i coll.~c t. :rione7 

::'rom h3~ ; ,;his also ·was ti-.te 111 oang the husband b ()Qa1'8 i uauae. 

l-'Urthar. lar.a were :formulated on the r.,,..t te:i:- 0£ aUp.Jort~ !."h!: 1;90.re1t 

hw1 to tlive hii: ·.;;u•a b1yeall. at least ~oe a q. :ts v."t:.E obl.1seu. t" 

•ive h'3J." s ia 'tlui6r1t oi!. tor eating .:1ud lit;nt,ln:;, alsc -.;o.:,d it"o~• o ok1na • 

.. h e ,·1as e.utltled 1.0 tr~ti \i nnd v~getablaa, nleo ,·,1nr whu•e it 1:0.a o· stome..r.,. 

:>n tlle Sabb&th J) ay be uas l'Ound to [live lier three metJ.s o.: :Hah snd 

meat. 

p ookat 11101rn:,. rt· tho h12sba.2d wa.■ unable t c oan1~l:, ,,11:h these r0~-ul :::.tion•• 

some :favored a d1vr,roe; others he1d tJmt he v;us i"oroerJ.· to hl:.·a hl::iscl:t 

out a:; a ,iay-ltil.bo,1.'er, to 1>r ovlde :roi.· her 1111pr:>1>.rt. li' he rafiiaed to 81lIJ

po1"t h&1•, ooa.rt actilltl c(ll•lti be t~Je.ia. 

~e- law also proteated ner in respeot to her cloth1nts aa4 loclalDS• 

!l'he home ;vas to be .sui to.bl~ turnislle : . lier .ralalent •ai :ra~latecl iW 

he~ cr~~tom and 1ta~i011 ia life. Slle ~1::.1 to be ~rovide4 • wuch-o~e ~o~ 

tlie Tariou • saaeo;.1s ol the :,ear. ?!sch hola' de, alJ01,tld see ha 1.v~arlns. 

01• ~.t le~st ll .ving 118\7 shoes. •· lia was alsu anti tled ·t.o t·-ie aus~omui:, 

_po:-i'umrn , aocl or11ar11t:1ats • :;•alllu-e to provide libeoe uinda cli.voroa impen,. 

t1v,,... 

- my vl1.•tue 0£ he:- nnrrlnae. ,na ._a aif&N4 the pqaran'I. o-£ all 

me41oB.L eJCpen■eo. .:.1 tllo 1 t waa not lnfta].13 11aoe■1n17 • hume,av.oU oa 

deraand.ecl the tall paJIIIDDt a! ezpenaea la oaae o£ a long lllll•••• 



'1110 Jm■bmacl bad oertaln ell ties ln resarcl to l'WIIIOmln,; bl• \'llte, ■haa14 

lhe 'beoome a oaptlve. Even lt the ran ■om wa■ above the awa at.tpulate4 'b7 

the lfetubah, the hU■baa4 wa■ obll ad to pay. ~\ prleat wa■ f'ozil>lclllm to 

llve with ller, ualeaa he oould def'inltalN e■tabilah er p1,1.rlt,. llere.rtu

la■a, he was re ,ulred to ransom her, 1'8&toN her to her f'ather'• llDuae, 

ancl pay liar the aw ot the Ketubah. Should both be aoptu.ra4, aba 178■ to 

le ranaoraecl f'lr■t f'rom thelr J.ll'0!.)8-"7 aol4 'b7 ouurt aatl011. 

Ho.,. burial waa to bo lnaaoor4aaae ,11th th& 11re,,alllng auatC1111a a4 

her atatlon in lite. lie w:ia to blre mourner■• If' ou■tom 4eaaacled, he 

waa obliaed to areot a tomuatone ond ,Yhatavor el ·a \'BB neae■HJ7• aourt 

o.atlon f'ollowe(l ref'uaal t o ob■1"rva theaa l'efJ2latlono or to ab•nt himself' 

trom her tun eral. • 

ibe ' .. 'alraml a4ded f'llrtlior u.clvlae to 1ha llwlbancl. Ha ,7a■ a4vl■e4 to 

laTe and hod\- her 11101'8 tbon hlmselt' 1 to pt her aounoel lo eartb1¥ 

natters, to 00.us,1. h -1' no ■ cn-ro,1, ancl to walntaln a demoarat.to, 109'1118 

home. !e wm cllvoroe<i hlmaelt l'rom tbe WI to of' hl• ,-oulh ,.,.. Jae14 la 

oontarnpt. ·~ .w&bbla Bald tmt ha WA■ hated 'b,- God. '.rho deaiJa of' the 

Wlte wa■ lUrenad wato the clt■vuotloa of' the '~• 1'he ■q1111i wala 
lbD 

"fhe ,11f'e dies la the hu■baacl'a cleat:ha hit la hor■• 

coJwbl tatloa \"IU regulatw.1 'b7 the nb'bl■ lD aooorclanae W1 t11 the 

oooupatlon of' the hl1abaa4. Tho oantlnued ref'la■al ot acllllbltatlon IIB■ 
116 

aclequate Na■on ror a1v0Ne. '.i!IU'e weze 41:tterent lnter;p.NtatlDa■ 

Of' t- J..a Yltlaal 1,aw ■tlU wa. Aftel' aclwbltatloa '118~ N■Vlated 
~ .. ~. u, 

the prleat fJ'm touahlll8 OJ' eatlDS ooa■eomtecl thf.DP. IU1 ne■lag. 

1158. oreenatoae, 11Bl■'ban4 11114 •;tre - Lepl .elatlo■•"• '11M J IISH 
B!ICl',!LOPEJ>l4.1 VI• »,pl09-610. 
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a • . 

!die wlte had oertaln obllt.,"Btloaa ner oaala■t her hu■baacl. 'l.be · 

llDuaaworic. •1a s her .reapona1'blltJ'~ SJJa •• obllGed to nurae the ahll4ren. 

~i t\vlna ware born to her. ahe auraed one and ■eONecl a •t nur• tor 

the oeon4. A luge d0\"1!7 f'zeed her tl"Om moat o:t t:m work. It · ohe de

alrarl • _she oould do only suoh v, ork whloh (IILYe eaaa end oamf'ort to 1181' 
1158 

husi>aacl. Ho,--:avar. ahe QIB &1"78.Y• to 'be c'loiai; aanetlllag • 

. All her OJllns belonaed to her hUabande alao lier 111ha1'1 t.anoe. Her 

Jmabaacl had the usu:tl'llot ot he1~ do\v.17. He oould u:ie the aalna made 

thl'll her dow.1'8 • wt wo.a reaponal'bla tor 1 ta loaa. He "'•• her a ole heir 
169 

1W 1.-,. 

A■ a married woll8n• ahe waa obllpel to live \"11th her huabald. 

Sh oulcl aha r!uae oonJusal rel• tlono • he ooulcl dlvoroe her aa pl'8Ylowl• 

11' sta ted. .tie had t he rlgi1t t o .retu.ae be.r a cllTOl'Oa and the pa,meat 

o.r t he .Ke~bah. However. he dld not have the rlQbt to .rozoe her to 

t£Q wtth him from a l urae ol t:, to a smD.11· to\<JD. Ualesa she reaaoaa'b~ 

pleaded tlu, danaer ot tra'f'81 on aei-tain .l'Oa4■• aha wu bound to ao-
160 

oom~ hlm to llve la Palaatlna. 

~ Tl:llamd advlao4 her not to lJO mt oo 111mh. l•t ■he Siva • ba4 

lmpre■doa. 1./hen alone with her hubaad.. aJB TIA■ to be 11oile■1i•· Sba 

aould beat ■hG\t her p1~a1■a 'b7 tul.f'lUtas ll8r Jmabaa4'a ta.dre■• !1111■ 

•• ooraa14ere4 moN ef'f'eotlTa tll8II a Tal"bal a.ff'll■lon of' aclllll'atl011 and 

lN. Gzree11■tcme.- OP. Ol!le 
1&9. Jl!4wllhel■.- OP. OlTee i,pl.88-169. 
160. Gl'Nll■tioae. "DolllOOll" !RB ·J'!\1l$B EIIOIOLOPFJ>lA. n. au• ••• 



161 
praiae. 

To pt the oor not plotua of JS'll■h marr!Age one muat oonalder 

tho Jewish V18','I of the ,,orth ot wanaa. · In cllatlnotton :rrom other 

" rlentala •. aho 1ningJ.ed ~reel y with other■ both at JM>me ancl abroac1.· 

~he was not 11ubJeotod to a aoolal. lnte1•lorl t,-• but rather. took rm 

ln1'luentlel. c.qd often leading I>L,rt In all movements. ti■ ma o■peol

:J.117 tl'lle ln lhoae of a reltalouo ohaNOter. Claaaloal lHeratuft .

bound■ with slake.rain~ prlYato and piibllo lmmonllQ"e · In I■rael the 

,vC1Drui wa.s -.areu tram auoh 1mm0.ral1t7.- SlSDlf'loamt l3 thla taota· 

.dJDODS 181'&81 TlaaaD -· pva, the JaDe ha.11',F, Oll4 the 
i"amU~ hallo,...-ed. b7 a ral.1"1,on •11h1oh oonslated not 
only ln publ Lo ■affloeu, but entered lnto daU, ll:te9 
and embr-aoad ln lta obaenanaes every member of the 
houaohold. 162 

I n I Peter :i, 6 the .:\ postle nf'era to 111ibe ho~ women'' "lu 

the olcl tlme. " !all a waa thOrouQblY 1D aooorclanoe vl th !i:al.mlldlo 

Yl8\7■• r ha .Ra,bblnloal ,vrltlnp quote·neneala 18, 121 8114 point to 

Sarah a.a a 1">&ttern of' raspeot and oba4leaae f'or 1he r1omen ot that 41W • 

The Babbla oommeat on the o.reatlon of nomaa ~rm tho rl b o~ 

Adam thu1u "It la aa lf Adam had. UOJlanGecl a pOt o~ •l'th ~or a 

preoloua Jewel. 11 Callatlo J-,lah w1 t a44eda 11004 ourae:l the woam, 7el 

all tho world l"Wl8 ::f'tv baa Bl, OUl'N&l the pouad, pt al.l the 

world liTaa o-r 11;.11 sarlpmro polllt■ to waa and ■Jlallrll Ille latlU811De 

161. G.Nan■toae, ''Bl■b•4 aac1 Wife"- .Lepl nelallou", Vle ·RE 
JE"il t.iB EtlllYCLOl'EllIA, i,»609-&lOe 

162e Eclel"■hellle OP. -OH!., pl89e 



\~'e thlnk ot sarai. lleboldrah9 .ueah, ;iaahel, .Do-

t.r01Da the storv or the Book o:r 31:lth. Har pun and t111 tht-.il lne l :r 

the theme and the 110:J«9ry of' the sona of' solamoa. Ber omrage &11d. 

d.evotlon provided tho ground\10.m for the Boak of !1:■thv. 1le1" worlla 

and vil•tuea a.re dealt with at leugt11 la th oloalng olaptea o~ 1-ro

verba. The veey tel'IIIB ot tl&e ,.,ld Testameut f'or woman are ai~ftoant. 

,lj 'r \C" ' 'f tr 
The 1Dall la "" ~, t11a WCXllml J7 f oft'. hla equalia :i'he huabaa4 la 

tel'lllecl -, -?. 1/ , the ruler, his uU'e .il "'l .J. ?I aacl. » "J :J ~, the 
163 

mlatraaa ln her own domain. 

Ii' ~ood and v1.rtu011a, the wife t1ae 0011B14end the hua'band'• 

greatest blasa1a~. In .i.'olestlne lt waa ouatcraa17 to a44Na■ a nr.1¥ 

mai.•.rlocl man wl th Lissa or ..:.cme? 11181a term• rater to U1e \7orcla o~ 

PrDYe.rba 18, 22 and J~leslaates "1, 26. Tha lnner111oat opart.mant wa■ 

al 'a:f a her a to gtve bar the beat proteotlon. :.?al• aaouaatlonu 
1&1 

agnl 1st her o'h:1atltv ,,ee seve.1'811' punluhed. 

fllll.B' para~:1aad M:llaohl 2, 13, lD whlOl\ the pJ"ophat 110111'118 OTU' 

lhoaa ,711o had put o.wa:, or 11treuoharoual7 dealt" wlth the w1-te o~ 

thalr voutJu 

,It dea:th hath amtahed f'rom thee the wU'e of J'Olllll, 
It la a■ it the 1aa1"8d ol t7 ware, 
... ad e'en the ~•pl.a, ln - »Ugrllll --• 
De.tlle4, lal4 law, an4, leTella4 with tbe 411■1• 
The m:m who J.D!'ahl, 118114■ f'l'Om hlm 
Bl• f'l.rst-woo•4 t,lte, the lnlng wl:te ot ,-aulh, 

1u. ECIU■-t.. OP. on• •• wJ.40..J.41. 
16'. GNe■•••• "Jlarl'IAP - In Rabblaloal Lt.terah•"• mil 

JE -I t.;U D'OYlU.t'.l?BDIA, VIII• m,aaf..Yle 



~rora hlm the Tery altar o~ the l.u4 
Shod■ £orth ita tao.ra ot blttar &80111'• 11& 

The Tarlouo e:cpreaalona 0£ the llm 'i'eatamant. were aoaourrent 

Yll th the aentl monta, tJf t he nabbla. l 0111811 waa bald in hl&b esteem. 

·-an, hu~eve•·, wu.s Wll.l'netl not to pemlt womon to l'llle OYar hlm. The 

iabbta i.iall the aa~ing o,>na~rnlntr a. l1enpaoketl hual,andi 11ahosoeva.r al-

lo. a himoelt to be rule d by il ia Wlf'e, shal l oull out ., BDd no one 
166 

will mnke answer t o h1ra. " 

III. DIV O RO B 

1'he .llible speaks plainly :lo the mtter of adulte.-. !L'ha .i.or4 

11ttaahud oartain penalties to the lnte.roour• or a T'lrflln mta14e of 

the r.lill"rli ,ga boncl. Lt a betrothed vlrgln wa■ vlola1ied ln a o lti,, balh 

the 1aw1 wid t lle v11~s1n ,,ere to be atoned outal4e of'tha olty gate■• 

should a vlrgla be vlolate4 la the field• anJ.N tJJe man would be ■ub

Jaot to t he death panalt7. The mall vlho v_lolatwl an uabetrothe4 ,rlrSln 

was ~o.roc.cl to give the dn.mael •• father fl.lV aJiekela ·or· ■UTU'. an4 
167 

-to mar.17 the _dumael. Ile oould not "put her •""8¥ oll Ja1■ dq•~" 

1'here are some Ta17ln3 oplld.ana a■ ae lllterpJ'~taUoa a~ 1ibl • 

J31blioal ■eotlon. The .&laanclrl1111 J•a 414 aot ola■■ tu Tlolatloa 

ot an 'IUllllll'ia1ecl WCllllall a■ robblQJ a Tll•gln· of her Tll"slalt79 or a■ 

· l>eln3 ~te17; tJaBN 0011■1deN4 lt a arllle whloh the oOIU"t 001114 

1&5. 'Cdel"llhe!.11. OP. 0111 •• :,1a. 
161e IBID•• ;pl4&e 
167e lllNHl"OIIGlllf' aa. 18-29e 



pmlah olthe.r b:1 b111e or ~ at.rlpea. .Rab'blnloal llte.ralu.re ■tote• that 

the ona who violated :1 YlrGln mat m&l'l7 her. Honever. if' the gll"l 

llBd reaohed maturl ti', tiu, man wa s not oi>llpd to rllBl'l":f Jlor. ,?hllo 

npplied the · i"l>lioul law only to a virtl11. Philo held tbat 1ntel'Oour■• 

,11th a n unmarrlad '.7oman wua not u.d\al,t.ery in the same 4earee aa .aclul

t eey ,·11th a married ·:;0111un. T:bs lo.tter oalled tor the death »eaalt;'e 

ne fomar wa.a a matter of el1ihor atlipaa or a flne. bu·t aave1• bath. 

Rabblnio literature fully cl.luauana the lepl ~ture of ammal 

lnterool.lrse w1 th an W11r.a.rl"led wanan. It Ibo had lnteroow.-ae tor 1ihe 

■a.ks o:r lntel'Oourao 11nd not 1111rl'1;.1ae. her refatloallhlp waa a'UPBtl•d 
1'8 

aa a "Oon11eot1011 of proatl tutloa. ' S01ne tc:u•med her au adul tare■■• 

Josephus aa lda "He tho.t oorl'Upta u vlrgln that la not 79t be-
169 

trothed shall rnaz,1•J her himself." 

an·i uaea the tam 

Here he s pttka of' the vlJoSl,11 

He aa.lcl that he who violates aa 
170 

unmarried. \'IOIDBU 1a r..tbJeot to the death penal t.1°• ?.Id.lo apeak■ ot 

ri.\:plns an uW11a.rrled wcnan a.a beins one ot the ilJ"9ate•t ol'lme•• greater 
1'11 

than ~aping a Tlrgln. 

i'he Talmud •ea.• very cleflnlta abcut iu■l■tlnu OD the o'baenaaDe 

oz the aaoeptec: lepl. prooeware in dm\llng up t.ha IIUl1'1'la'9 O011t1-aot. 

la In• 6• 1 of the ""'l llhaah we ~• 

111.· 
169. 
190. 
1'11. 

llelld:D. Ol'. 01~ •• pp207-211. 
Josep1111■• A.DOJITIBS. 1v. TlU.. 
JoaephU•• 0011'..:l~ APIOIIBl.1• 11. IS a. 
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n. llGler •Ill'•• whonar glveth to a Ylrgln l•• tbaa wo 
Jtudred dlnara. or to a widow ·leaa than a maaoh (fo.!" 
their resveotlve Jratubah) • his lntel'OoUJ."ae wl th them 1■ 
on lntel"Oourse ot ~omloatlon. 

~ Talmud fur ther states us aoo -vtad law tlw.t, lf' a 1>erson mazorlecl 

a ~onaan not in aooordame wlth the mann·er p.reaorlbell b7 tho rabbi•• 

the o.uthorl tie£ ha.Te ·th.a rigbt to o:nmil tbs marriage. In thla aa■e, 
172 

the marriage relutlona were oonolder ad mere pro■tltutlon. 

Conoornlns th9 "f'l olatlon oi" a wldo\'7 or a cllvol'Oea• Philo aqa 

ln ~ S.neolallbua :r.e5lbaa Ill• p64r1 

If' any forolbl.v 41Bhono.ra a 'IJ«.IID •• • wlclCived al tber b.,
the cieath of hei• husband. or b;; .,as 1ort of J lvol'Oe, 
he ms oomml t ted a. 11Sbtor aln than a4ul teey, sbwt 
one !w.lt aa eerlous.--aad ao ahall ha be relined ot 
the death pena lty • .But aln09 ho ha& resarcted the most 
ba.aa thlnga a■ the -moat 4esl1'o'ble. lat J1llll be ln41ota4 
tor :torolble 4e rlYa tlon ••• , o ontumellu■ a■■uult, 
01•lmlnal lsok of aon·tl"Ol ••• ancl 111part1ne11oa ••• aad let 
the Judp deoldo ln hlo p,.rtlcular 04118 vlhother ho has 
to be punlahe4 l u paraan or b7 a :tlna.... 178 

Thl1 f'lne w01114 to ao tha wld.0\7 :tor the bocltlN clama8e lnf'llotad. 
174. 

'Either t.lae ■trs»e• or the :l'lne ooulcl be lnlacl. 

'lile Dlble POIIBB the po■alblll~ tha~ a man IIIQ' aaou■e hl■ 

~lto of being a non-vlrgln at 111ar.rlnsa• 111 1h18 ••• the :ratmr 

waa required to brlns the ••toJmn■ of 1utl' YlrGlnl ti-"•••• 11aa4 1.ha7 

• ~1811 ■pnnd . the oloth bef'ol'8 the el4ar■ ot the ol t~. " D8 lll■'ball4 

••• to be abBBtlHd &114 p,q the bl'14•'• :toner one Jun4Nci ■beul■ , 
of ■llvor ·'beclaQae he hath bl'm&tlt an ..,, 11 1181118 upon a Yll'Sla o~ 

172. IBll> •• pp218-2H. 
178. I BID•• p26fe 1,,. usm~. ,P260e 



I■.raal; ancl •ho ■hall be hla ,-.ite1 ha ~ aot put her ar.q all Jal.a 

48"••" lllo11l'1 the tdlwne ot her v1r«1,11l~ aot be :roaa49 t.ba \7C111111 

wa.■ to be taken outalcle ot tho o1t¥ Bild ■ tonGcl t;o 4mth for havlag 
17& 

pl~ad the whore in her tather'■ houGa. 

Josephua o.greoo with the Jllbllcal law th::,\ the ()Ullt., uom..n 

should be atoned to death. A prleat'a dau~te. hmreYer9 waa to be 
176 

'blu.'llau. !Jha Rab'bla :held that nei thor a penal t¥ could. be a■N■■arl 

• 
nor the mar.rlaGe be ilDnulla · • ~'ha !ralmttdlo lnterpretatlon of the 

inl■Jmah was to be roauoecl a hundred 4111&1••• ~lila •o .. ld put he1· oa 
' 177 

the aamo levol Wl th a wl ow. Phllo hal4 that tbl■ woalcl be a case 

ot mls1ntel"J.')retat1011 h~ the pQl'oata. 1~ oculd be u■naae4 a ftne 

toi.• thelr 4eoeptlon. !Qle,.hwl'band would llllva the rlpt to l>UD1111 h•• 
178 

but eho woulcl not be i"o1•cecl to mi'tar the paal t, ot ■toalag. !3le 

~annal tio P'.alolalh held that tho girl mlght Ile pWll■hecl b7 claa'th o.a~ 
I 

l f wltaeaaea teat1~1ed to her aclultal7' aft91• tho betrothal. ~ 

more lnabll1 ty ot her .ta.thor to· pro4uoe the neoe■ur, eT14aaoe 

( atalnall ~ant a J wa11 uona1 cJorad. 1naiittlo1ent "°ldeJJOo tor the 

doa th pGn:il.V ■ IJ? ■he ha4 SIIXWl11ntel"OCILi1"■8 be:'01•e betzrotha1 aha 
1,a 

wa■ free a~ aqv peaal v aaaorrl 1nG to tJJ8 J eN■alem !ralan:14. 

O&Hs o~ 11110ba•tl'1' wer e tl'lac1. ueto.re a omrt o~ tw.al7-1i11N• 

---·-----17&. Deute.ronOIQ' 22. u-a.. 
176. Joa :,PJul•• am1-~u1~1:im. xv• nu.. 
177. Belk1a9 OP. 01~•• J1261• 
178. l.Bll'>• • Jl2U• 
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179 
Whloh •• the uaual DW1ber ot Jmlse• ln oo.pl taJ. aa.••• 

Die Blblloal lu,1 spoke of anothe:.· possible happmlat:• lt a 

hUaballd · auapeate,l h1 s wlta o.t. JaTl.ns 4etl1P.4 bal'■elt ,-4th amther ·;11.te. 

Jaa ,,as as.ven the opportunl tN to ha\re her tried. SJm ,ma to be zn-•••te4 
before a. Fiest a the otter1n~ of .1 -.louay \10.a to be o:ttancl :tUi . thal. 

!L'hon tho priest T:oulcl ■st mr apart be£ol'e t.be Lord, talm hol7 water, 

111.x 1t ,·,1th the dust ot the flool' ot the tabemuole, 11114 ,maner h_. 

heacl. r.ho •• to be ohal,pd '71th an oa1ib to tale the bl tar ,_lial' 

11tbat oauoeth the ourae" , alll au:f'ter the oonNCtl,l&DDea. 1:t ahe mawed. 

no nll ef .teota, the J ealouq was deatroyecl, and ahe went free-. It 

the bl tter water and 1 ta onrae oauaecl bar hlsb to l'Ot asl her i>e~ 
180 

to anelle the woman ,.,ou.ld be a ourae oraong the pa,ple. 

bN ordeu.l was ala o·llsha!l bi- Joolumon bea bi ■oon after the de-
181 

atraotlon ot Jerusalem. Edarabslm tella us that 1 t wa■ the auatom 

1n the oaao ot a \'!Oman c.ocuaeci or uclul t81'1' to ha.ve her ba.lr "■ban 

or shaven", at th11 same tlrne ualll(; thlS tonmlaa 

.BecauBt! thou haa t d.aparte•i fl-om tll a munner of the 
clwlptars of larael. t7ho go wlth tbeir Jma4 OO'IOl'ttcll 

•.•therefore Iha t ha• be:talleu thaa wJJloll 1bo11 ••' 
ohou• n. 182 

!to prevent tmo.ralt ty men were tori)14den ia the aopberlo aae 1io 
. 183 

hold za-lvata intefflelY■ tilth 11Bl"rl8cl WCIND ln aall'liar, plaoe■• 

1'11. l.BID-
180. D1:mlbara 61 11-31. 
181. SOJmerer, Cl'. OIT •• p5&& •. 
182. ml.a.rahelm, OP. OU?., plM. 
188. Delarlall Gl"aeU, HIS!OIU 02 fllE .mrs. II,_,,. 



.De Ul:tlOR :1.-ltnmS 

~'!Jio ease and :trequauoy wl th '1b1oh a ell voroe oaulrl be obtained 

appea.l"s t.rom t he ueot1011s o.ddras■eJ. b7 t he !?:bal'l■ea■ to •.hrlat a "l■ 

1 t lo.,1i\1l tor a Dl!ll1 to put o."r~a-.f hls \91t e tor we~i/ cauao?" (ll&tt'baw 199 

3). .U.t ho 1 t wa s above the b· h i ghe ct ,n::r s l 1 ~andard1 th .: J ,;tt;o oould. 
lM 

h:ivo no objection t o ~e a tanda.rd. l'r.18 repre-

uentad b:, tho School of .. Jwm al. Cbri:Jt 30,vo the &nll\7Dr; 

··,boaoave:- shall 1n1t away his \'llf'e, e;.[oa_pt 1 t be tor .f'ornl
oatlon, ancl sholl mai-ry rmutber, aol!l!JIUteth aclulter,11 and 
whoso m&i.·rl eth he1• Wl1ich 1s put a,:,.'U:6 cloth ocnmlt 
udultera. 18& 

186 
'l'bla la a ot 0 tement which evon tho at.rlataat Shan'JD1ta woulcl not aac-»1. 

910 Old Teat:JrJent dlvoroe law rea41 

\"1han ::. man hath tallaa a \7lf'e, and married her, and lt. oane 
to pass t hat she tlacl uo ~avor ln hi■ 878 ■• booau:io he latih 
f ound some unolenaneH la hara thea let hlm write her a 
bill O • d1V01'081119Dt, a.Del t&tvo lt ln ller hand. and send her 
out of :t.1L houee. •.ad When aha la dep.rtell out ~ hl• 
house, silo cu:, f#l .and bo anothe.r m:m •s 'I: l ~B. 187 

n o .h: 1111111 te ~chool pla.o d t ha e",P]JAala on the :)hl•a~• "10me unclewa

neaa ln he1•. 11 .-al"ra r wron.,1:1 aaaepta th::.t . llmimai me nt onl.7, aoa~ 
1811 

lous unohas t it:,. ~o v1~. of the Lan::e C011wentw-,- la that "■Clle 

UIIOleanne■a II meun t •ratl:cu■abhal,;, Sohuml.01 l ~ l t. &lamoJat • Ehabl'IIOJl.e 
189 

aut welohe s tueOke Jo. abor tier ~od stand. 11 ID hl• oommentar:, cm 

Ma ~thew he s t ates that Sb9mllll 1D■l■te4 on the ueoea■lt, ot a orllllul , 

1a,. i.JattJunr ,. 82. 
1815. i.ial.tbau 191 9. 
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oo. 

190 
aDl leaal aause for dlvo1•oe. 

191 
ua4e~etand~ . hmmlE11 t11ua. 

Sohua.Nr lmpllaa thc.t he al■o 

'the 
Bdar olle1m points out vJbN tho af'oromcmtlooed r.d.alnterp.Nte4/atanll 

of ShamlDllf.1 

Tald.ns their a.e1>artta•e f'l'orn the aul o ~und ot d1YC>Ma 
mentioned in Deut. ::xl•.11 •a imtter of' llhame (lltorallJ'e 
nalceclneas ) . ln the tlahool o:£ ~harDllllll appllad. the ex
pression onl:, to 1ao}~al t .rar1sgre18lons, und , 1nctaac1. a
olusivo~ 1JJ unahaatl~. It v.aa cleoJarei: that, lt a 
woman ware as mtaohlavous aa the r,1£a or Ahab• or 
(aooordi cs to tracll tion-J as the '\\'l i'e ot l,orah9 l t ...,. 
,vell that her huGband should not d1voroe her. exoept lt 
ue on t he a round of t.ulult ery . • t tJJe ■arae tlme thl■ rlll1at 
not be reg!.1.rclOtl oa a f'lxeli l epl prlnolpla. bat rather 
as ea oplnlo.11 ancl good ooua•l ~or oonduot. Tha vu, 
t>aBBaae . f'r om , lbiOh the a ilove ,1uotatlon1 are made, also 
a f'tord onq too pa Jnf'12l evlde11oe ot the lex1 ty of Tlev■ 
a nd p.raotloaa ou··1·eut. .. nd t i1e J8\Vl8h J.aw unqueatloPl0.1' 
allowe d dlvoroe on almoa t Dfl1' lJl'GW1da1 the dli":terenoe 
bolng, not a a to ,vhat \?as lu.-.7tul• bnt on ,,hilt around• a 
man should set Law 1n mo tlon, 11nd make uaa 0£ the abac,lute 
lib l"ty \9l11oh u aoao1•cle4 hlm. Beaoo. it 1 ■ a aerloua 
m1atolm on t lio 11art of the Commelltatol:'s t o Nt the teaahlag 
of ~ riat oa this subJ ac,t by the slcle ot tlJat ot ~l. 192 

In real.Uy, the SJwmnltes lnaluded braa.abea ot tha rmrl'lu p TCllr, • ot 
193 

tlla lmir und oustOllls ot the land. ~hl• waa poaalble 'baoauae of th!tlr 

lnterpratatlon "a n unaeanl.v thlna• or "•ome 11mleBDDe■a"• lt me -weal 

oat on the atNet ,,1th h: r halr or a_, part of her 'b• uaoove.Nd , OI' 

•ho~.ed her ae~r !mmodest (Tlhioh mlsJit lead lndlreotlJ" or cUreoU,. lo 

a4ul te17) • the husba.rd ha4 the rlaht to di. Yorao her. Pldlo toUawe4 
194 

~'he "'Ohool 0£ Hillel took tha ~-ol'da 1'Dlaller ot llh8ae" lll 1ihe 
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11. 

W14e■t poaslble aenaa. It a woman ■polled her Jm■'baad •a cll•er, ■-

omld ba dlToroed.. .Ha'bb l .;\Jd'ba. thought lhtil.t the 'W01"4■ "■he fln4 DO 

ta•or ln his e,vea•• lmplled that a me.a wml4 co pumlttell to 4lvaioe 
196 

bl■ wife l t he toun4 a woman more attraoUYa thall ••• 

J\aoordlng to the ""labnah, the woman oml<J be cllToNa4 with the 

losa ot her clowl"Y lf' ahe transpaa■ad apln■t tJae J.ew of ~ ••• or ot 

I■rael. l>7 tht't t'ol'l'llel" 'ffll.8 rnoo.at a breach ot tba law■ ot tltJalng • of 

■ettln3 apart the Elrat ot tho douab, ard ot parltlaatloa. The law 

o.f Isr ael la azplo.lnea to rater to auoh ottemea a■ 50ln3 la pabllo 

,11t h unaove:;-e hair, ot aplnnln3 ln the publlo ■treat•, anterln~ lnto 
I 

talk \Vlth rnen, bro.wllng , dls.ro■1100Vu~ tu.lldng to -her Jm.abancl .:; .. 
pa.rents ln 1Jla presanoe. Ill N pute ancl bal'Nnaaso tor ten .7ean 

wero alao reaardoel as val.lei reason■ tor cllvoNe. A tzrouble.s cae or 
196 

quarrelsor:1e ·nl t e mlght be ■ent a,.,q. 

It waa an age ln whlah wcnen ocunted their age b;r repacllata4 

huauan4■, ■tiY■ seneaa. T:ba .1.,,. ha4 tallecl lnto ti. ■- allumetal 
197 

praatloe. s lnoe po~sam, •• cllaoNCllted, 41vorae ••• mallle eaq. 

We are told o .... two Hab'bla ,'Ibo proo1e1Jlecl their cla■lre to be m•l'l•ll 
198 

tor a 4q on]¥. Farnr .reJM)l"t■ that nab'bl JoaJaaa , wJumeYel' lie 
199 

■tlQ'e4 11:J town ~or a ■ho.rt tlme, open~ ■at arlers ouw; ~r a vi.ta. 

so laz wre the 41.Yoroa praatlae■ lbat tJut Ballbl.a ~oual ll 

19&. ·derahal■9 ~ LIIIB ADD TDIES 01" JBSUS ~ UBSSD.11• Ile 
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.. 
11eoa■a8.J'Y 1io 1111rl'Ound marrlaae \1l'th •o moa:, ateguar4■ to make 41vozoe 

ln l'JJ8III' oa88& a 1·0.thar dl toult matter to aooorapllah. Tiia Whole 

!Joaalo le~lalatlOJI la general. and later .rabbinloal ordlaamea na 
. . 

raore tendecl to reoognlse "the r l ai1ta ot WOl!BD v,ltll a ■a.rupalou■ne■a . 
whiah 1·eao11o!l clown even to tlie J e,,,lah ■lave• aid u. clel lcaa, that 

814,lded hor most sen■itlva f"eellns■ 41" ln oa■e■ ot dl■pute Iha law was 
200 

sanarally on hnr Blda. 

~he Biibbla t.rl ad to temper tho · lexl t»- ot the penal t,y to be pal4 

bJ him who f"alae~ aaoused hi■ wlte ot pJ"e-miptlal lnoontlnanae or 

Who l"avlahad wi Ullrnarl."led. woman. ~ prcillblt8'.i 41voroe troa aa 
201 

in■ane oap tivo, or a wlf'a ,'lho waa a. minor. la the aa.•e ot 111aanl t.v • 

·the man oould not d1voroe hls \"1l t e. beoo.uae llhe ao loasar wa■ a leaal 
202 

perao nal1 tJ'. The m111or oould 11ot be dlvoroed 9 beoau■e •he ffll■ too 

,-oun3 t o underatand the mea11111s ot d lvol'Oa. All ma11tall7 d.eraapd .ud 

clel1r1oua oo !ld not be dtvo1•aed. A deat-amte 00l.tl4, ·oa cllToroed onl.7 

lf' he or she had beon ao p.revloua ta marriage. la preterenoe ta 

panting a <llvoroe . the nabbl ■ oho■e to make reoaaoUiaHoa \Jld r 
208 

dut7. 

Philo aa_v■ la ]lla DE SPE.:IAL.t.BUG Le.<n mm. 111. ,p30 1D l'epl'4 lo 

1'911a1"1"laga o · dlToroae11 
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wacler u:, pNtenae whatever mad JlavlatJ -.rl'le'1 aDOtbal'• 
ma ag.:.iln beoome a wldoW, whethal' hal' aaaollll Jm■'baa4 l ■ 
allva or Geade ■tlll aha must aot Nt'lll'II to Jlal' ~o,_I' 
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Jmabaade 

Som, 1lleb"itimtite4' 4ealra to interpret 'Ulla othU'Wlae. PJIUo hel4 

that she Jlad vlolutacl her tol'ID8r lllbff1aQ'8 ti.ea, ancl thel9t'Gl"e had. 
204 

aJJa■aa D8\'1 ullur emonts. This la\1 waa ba■od oa DGutel"OIICIQ' 2'•"• 11 

WD■ 8."tt euded to mean that tha 41.voroe 11q not 111&1'17 the man ,11th •• 

■he wa■ uuapeoted to hnYe md l11teroe11rae, nor the ..... ,-r 'Aho b•cushl 

her tho a,at or bill of dlvoroe1:10at. 511a ooul4 not ma1•1'1' till three 

month■ uf't8r hor dlvoraa or the claath of her Jm■baade 111 ol'4er tlla.t 
. 201 

the paternity ot 1he uld.ld mlstat be establhlle<I. .Al■o a44ed lo t:llt■e 
206 

"8.re those who ha.d teatU'lod to the ileatb 0£ an absent Jmebancl. 

11. EN'IORCE l>IVOBJ.3 

Dlvoioa■ wara made t.mperatlve ln sane oasaa. oool'4lng to the 

Sulmml tea u. huabant.l oould vor, not tu h:.tve lmeraouraa for two weeJm 

wlth her oonaent. It thla ,1a11 extended loqger, a cUYorae wa■ lllpara
aa, 

tlve. i'he B1111 tes said. that one veek was auf'tlalal. 

ln oaae the wlta was bal'Z'an tor tan par■ , the mu.n W418 -~ 

or lesal:17 bound (oplnlona varied) to 41Toaoe hla wlte. The "'lahlaah 

■qa 1 "he a:mal.1 not o.b■talD f'rom keepln3 11le law to 'be tal tfUl aid 

1111ltlpl.J''"• Philo held that t'.b obllptlon waa •nl• lfeUhe.r Ille 

.nabbl• nor l:hllo aclYl■ad a ■eoon4 ,7l1'e, bllt at all 11■• l)l'ete.ne&I a 
208 

4lvoroe. lt a wOllllll wa■ barna ln •oilier -•1aae. Gia aa Jaa4 to 

d1T01"08 her. She 1 st her Iteta'ba!I. SCIN •14 that ■- ftlatil.OU 
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•Uh a barren \?Oman woro proatl tutlon. ~ma who ha4 alallclrell f'I'• 
209 

aa earlier rarn•rlt1£a"8 Tiera permltteu to mar.r., aterlle women. 

Lepl separntlon w-.aa cni'oroecl oaai11st the T1lll of 'both ln the 

aarl'laae of person■ \Vithln tJ19 prohlblted depaea, of a Ja ancl .noa-
210 

Jew, of a mamser or o. as.tin, ot an aclultereH an4 a paramOUl'e U a 

\7U'e 4a■ired to leave her husbo.lil af'ter he :bacl .taloeli- aaouaed her o~ 
211 

ino Drltlnome, Tannal tlo lite1•atnre macle dlvorae lmpemtlTe. ~ wlte 

ooulcl luulst on a dlV!Jl"Oa lf' her huabard. WM'e a leper, oz, a ... f'eote4 wlGa 

po].n,ua, or e ngaged ln a dirty or 4Uagreaable trade, auoh a■ a t81U18.I" 

or a oo,ppersmlth. Jl ivo.roe iletween a he.r-,tlu or au ai,oatate and a 
212 

Conditional diva.roes,.,,.,.. a aaetl•s macle. .;haa the huabanll wa■ 

about t o 30 abroad• lt ,,as austCJll&J.7 to SlTe the wife a blll ot dlVol'Oa-
. . 

meat Jm. oondltlog within a oerta1n time, attar whloh the dlvoraa 

became arf'eotlve . ~hla p~ veate,l the ,.,lf'a from uelag f'ornar uaoatala 

about the ezlat enoa or her bwsilancl. :i»ath waa sO"Detlmea alao m.Se tha 

oondltlcn. ~ 1• dlvorae want into etf'eat •• aOOD a■ wol'CI ot hla 4aath 

reaohecl her. E:f thia dnlae 8he •• f'Neti ot the Lnlrate -.rl'lap1 
218 

baaauao a CllTo.roed \'IOlll&JI fflUI not sub.1eot to Bllah a llal'l'l.ap. 
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me tor a. cllvoroe. Jewlllh law alao nn81" gave he thl'8 .rl&llt. aat tile 

U1■hnah states t hat ahe oould BUf:J for a. dlvo10e. lf' the oourt aatecl 

:foora'bJ.7, the huo'band ha4 to diva her the cl:lvoroe. napp,■~ he wa■ 
214 

to Si.VG 1t out u_. h:la own tree v,11.1: . !.at.or the cauaos wre 1nc.i:'Gased. 

U.a4e.r ll oman lnf luouae the .reoold of' a . b:lll of' dlvoroeraent aould be ■eat 

lW the wlte. 

A:• reasons the w1te oould 4 ve ~•r Ntual of ao~~ l'l8ht•• 

lmpotenae. a lauthaome cllBoa■e.- l opl'D•Y• a msl:oclol'Oua ooa11p1tlou. anal 
2115 

tl'eat111G.at. an4 belaa 4epr1ve4 of her ,Per■oaal llbvt,. 

lt1utua.1 9.81"eemant, without apealflo oau.aea. oould be llllf'ftolallt 

:for a "divoroo. ~ ltabbla held tllat no omrt oo.ald lutel"f'ere lD ll1IOh 
216 

aatlon. 

Ee DIVOROB P!IOOEDURE 

Deuteronorq 24. ltt apoll& of'• a blll of' dlvoraammt. Thla · at 

f':lrat •• V&1:'8 alnlr.le9 but araw more oompl•• In the t!Daa ot tha 

IS.talmah 9 a ver'9 1lmple f'Orm wa~ uaed.. ~• dat•• plaaa. aame ■ of' the 

per■on■• and the phl'aaea "9aall art; f'Ne to &IW ••" wu ma, N qulN4e 

!Nie .Bab:,lonlan aohOola oomplete4 lt aacl made 11 more aOllpl•• 

Later requiraaenta for 1iba set 1'19l'O 110ra cl--4lAS• Elma.Pt 

When the aonditlona 'beOUll8 .ret.roapeatlTe, the p t Jaa4 to 'be uaooa-

4Uloaal. It was oaretull,7 atgnecl la7 -.'1tae•••• GlWD to a nla'ble 

U wa■ metlouoI1&l.7 reread., !l'he pvaon was 1t••tl011e4 b~ore tM •l'-
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D&e 

ae■■ea. !i!,:on lt wa a 3iven to t il.e viomau 1n the preaenoe ot tll8 tea 

m•, iaol din~ the rabb1 1 aorlbe, aaa uitna■aaa. ~he JU11'ban4 m1Cht or 

might mt be present. '.i.'he ·,.'Gma't1 lWIIDVe4 her rins • atJ4 reoolved t he . t. 

~'he rabbi >.•aad lt tl1e aeoond time, tore it, aaa kept lt .tor ht1U'8 rote,._ 

enae. · ,'hel'e the aellver.Y w:ia bJ' pro.q • the m•aeasu wu ap,.1oln ted 'b7 

the luob1:u1a, or b~• the \;U'e, or the v,if'e appolntell a me■aaaser to brlas 

lhe aat to her. It the pt acmo tro11 a f'oNlSII OCUDU'J'e tJle meaaeage• 
217 

•• required to dollver lt hlr:,aalt ancl ■peak the tol'lllllla. 

!ale oblldrea of' the clivo1-oec1 remulned ln the ou■tod¥ ot the mother. 
218 

.11ter thei.r sixtll year, the '"other ooulcl olalm the bqra. 

IV• l, V I ll 1.i. !l E 1' ,; :a R l .,L G E 

A.a GE11Ellt\J'. LA\18 

'l!he baals t or the Jewish austom ot lnlnta arl'la19 l■ DeUteronCIIIIJ 

25, &-10. I f' brothers lived togetbar, ond t h.a one 4184 ahlldle••• the 

naxt ODe w "'• to take hla nld.0\7 to wlte, la ol"l'ler t ,o nlae up ■ea4 tor 
I 

hl..!!!J Ho\vever, he had the oho!Oo ot the hall•h, that l•• to .retu■e 

thla 4ut,. Jo■ep]ma aanotlona the -"evlt!oal lav. Thi■ 1• •• obHffed 

an~ ~ the 2ale1tl11lau J•H. At 1ho time ot Chrl1t, Iha mat ot the 
219 

worl4 toll. owed the lfelleul■tlo asaa~• q■tam. !ale ~--.praoUaecl U. 

1nln.1;e lll&l'l"lage up tlll tJa 8114 0~ t:be seaaa4 CJGIIII011118alth. ft ... 

11111'8 that 1 t wcu14 be ol>Nl'9'e4, 11111 o mrt •• to lt thal lh8 Jalib'■ -»-
UO 

· p,l'letl Ule wi.c1ow out at tbll a1tate. until ■he wa■ tree to nm&rlf'■ 
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•• 

Late~ a Xotubah .t.rom the levlr wa• a4de4 •• a prot11Dtlo11. la aaae aJla 
211 

•01114 reoelve none :trom the eatate. . . . . 
, 

~- Jcma defined the laYlrato cluV aoN olose]¥. ~ leYlrate 

■ltuatloa waa ,defined to meea that the -brother dlecl "ohlldle■a"• It 
' ' 

be hacl ohlldrea i.let ore death• there "'• 110 lerl.rate ■l'11atlo11. lt 

s,:an4-oJal~droa lived. the levlrate duv wa a 11011-a:l■tat. Should t.he 

tJldO\'I 'be r,,re~t o.t hla death, the poastJmmou■ oJailcl oowated l.t l t wa■ 
222 . 

IIOl'IIOl. ...,/ !!ho rabbla Jma\V ot no lnll'ate clul,- l.t the _uea8&11e4 'bzotllllr 

•• a natul'Bl eunooh or llel'IIISPhrodl ta. even U' the Widow wu oapable o:t 

ahllcJbl.rth. !i.1h8 r eaaonln:,; waa bt the lnlrate r1 te •• 11 tended to 

td,ve 01'ta1,rlng to c>na dl■op_polnted la hls ahUclle-■11e■• not to one 
2211 

4e■tlnod thua b7 natur e. 

I '?he lnlrate altt otlon held Whether tba broUler waa 11181'.S.ed or 

betrothe • Howaver, it clld not eztat l°il ·,u oan or a cxn1aubl•• al.av .. 

Tflte• or wawa44ed \?lte. 111 IIP,1 marrbp oould pro4uoe levlrate a ltua

Uona y ~hll•• lt a hu'b811d wu a mlnor. lu■a•• or 4ea:t-1111te. oJt U 

tlla widow ,ma a mlnor mad had aated wltJaout 1118 tatur'• autJIOl't.t7. OJ" 

lt llhe \'711■ o:t age but 110t lll■ane or a 4eai'-mate. the marrs.'11■ wa■ aot 
22' 

1-saJ,]¥ valid. All the laoeiiaou .Nplstlou al■o o~talaed bare. 

Bowaver, the .tl'lllt• o.t aa 1noe■mn11 or Ule~lt111ate ■81"l'luP •" oaa
• ,22& 

■lllered ahlldreQ of thlll.r :fa.tJaer. AclOptei a1d14"a -1"8 IIOt NOOiJ-

al•ed b7 the n'bbls a■ lepl heir■• 

lB~• .Jl;!O• 
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... 
T.ba brother 11111at 111u•r., hla bl'Other•• wt.ta \lllelher lie be marrled 

227 
or betrothed. .Bl•othara bol'II bo:fore thelr mother baacme a proae:i.,te 

28 
oould not quallt1' aa a lnlre aor the alrl u a ltWS.rate wl4ow. oni, 

a brot!le1• ,Yho lived a ·t the tlme ot hia bl'Dtiher'■ death oCRll.4 •n• a• 

lnlr,. 'xO quality this brothv nus..: al■o m:n the aeme f'at!ler a■ tla 
221 

4aoeaaed , wtd ooulcl not bo born o:f' A Gaaule or a alave,.aotJutr. 
/" 
Slnoe tl1e lerirate uia1•rlp waa not "hewen-made", Ille marrlap 

11aacl 11ot h O l?J u. lap]. oharaoter and the per■ona lep.1 pa1·amalltlea. , 

Dlaraf'ore, the lovlr or wldca'1 oould be a mlaor, lnaane, deaf'-ma.te, 

aaatrated . barren, or aged '-'410 at one tlme 'tlJ88 have been produotlve. 

llo. ever, the c onaenitally sterile. Jlal'lllallhradlte, and tha oougeat.'81 
230 

811DOOh ware not quall:f'lad. Al tl10 the Ifall■llh ,rna lmpoa■Dl••· t1Je 

t onaer e:xoept1ona were pe1111ltterl . lt •• thought that tllll pall' oaalcl 
281 

De united ln lSV'lrata mruTlL.68 '71th auttlolent tempol'IU7 't'llllcllV• 

~"he Htllltea tried to omtnot t.be a1t,llaatlon ot the ln1mte 

la, to a n1u•~er al.role. !i.11.ey f'avoracl the law that the 1Jloeatu011• 

ld.nahlp ot one u lclo,v (111 oaao there wem aeveral) r&114ere4 all laae■t-

1101aa to tihe aame lovlr. 'ivben tile seacncl brothel' marl'leJ a oo-ul:Ze, 111111 

d1ed oJd.lclleaa. both 8he and ha.r ao-ulclowa wre i'ree. ~• Sbaedte■ 

felt tbat the lnlr ahould ma1"l'I' the ao-w14ow aat ~ aa lnae■mcnaa 
232 

ldllahip degree. 

( 91& laTln.te 411'7 waa paa■e· f'l'OII tibe older ·1;0 tba ••' bzrotha• 
238 

ao OIi 4owa. 1 f' ~ o1l .ret'll•a4• 1 t nt.u.lM4 to tile ol4•••• OCIU'I . . 1M 

aatlon to111ad hlnl e .lthal" to _,,.,, her GI' 'lo pertom tJle Jlallaall. ) 
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mte.1"8 a lnlrate mor.rl se dld aot obtain. 1, m1■ oon■lclen 
2315 

lnaaatuoua to mar.17 tlle b1•other' • wlte. !l!Jmae tba "SOlnraSU'-1'19" wa■ 

aon■l4ered 1noeatuous. 

The wldow was proteotecl 4ul'lna the tllle that Iha leTlmte al lua Uoa 

obta ined. 1".1.rlnr: tbis perlocl (the slkah) 8he ll'V'ed ln Juli- tol'lle.r llla

baa4o boroe ancl nae supported by his e■tate. 'ad. :1 npport was llmUa4 to 
286 

the t lm ~ of her ~ ksh. ~he tem 11sllalh" ..-a• "ahalaa4." She •• 
23' 

ah:llnecJ t lll the l svlrat e aUuo.tloa wu .remwade 

1181' os rnlngs dul'lna mr ,'lldcmhood9 whathH' 1 t was •J•u-lng the 

•lk:sh o.r tor U re. belonaatt to tho o■tate. It 8he •• supp,rtecl b7 . · 

t he levlr9 he was not entl tled t o lier labo.r9 earnlnt.:•, the lllnltrROte 

nor lal1er1 tanae. She wa■ mpl'Ortecl oa the ba■i■ of a penal~ aad dl■-

olpllne. 1".ae levlr la turn owe • her 110 ransom. ■houlcl ■he beoome a 

oaptlv • no mecllolne unleaa lt "oeloat1ed to the ontegoq ot IIQIIOrt• 

Lt llb.-- ell d.9 her faneral exponaes were pald either • tba Juaabaad.'■ 
188 

eatate or her 1 mr as a l'9turn on her UApald katubaJI. The lnlate 

w1c10~1 ooulcl aell pm.•ucmal propert7 wlthCNt lnterf'erenae tZ'OIII all' ot 
289 

the urothrJr■• 

It happeaeti tbat a wormm durlns tbe 11.Jmb wmld ellJJut clef~ 
. 

or unwlttlntll» marl'I'• !l'hl■ ••• ooa■14erecl the ■me •• a Tlo1ad.oa 

o~ tbe mar.rloge boncl. ~reb7, ._ •• aot pezmUted. to Nllll'II to 

the lnlr9 aad. obe hall ketu'boh alaSma on neither lier dNNNCI Jmabaal'■ 
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240 .,1a,. 110.r OD h8l' levlr. 

~ lnolclmlt of Euth and. .Bou wa:1 not a 49t l11lte lwln.te •l~ 
241 

Uoa. lt wa■ temod. i>y the J er,a Ula 'P.'el" or "se'allah"• 111 

the Old !leata.,mut tba rola. tlTa De&J'J18H o.t lcln VU ■ot d.tt.tl■lte4' 

.. '81'1111184. It aeemt1 to hat'e 'bean the brother, unole, UDGlo •• •GIie 
242 

(LGvltlaua 25, 49). 

:s. Tlm Lli."'l lDA.'B cai UWI 

~.aa e■■enoe 0£ t he .1,ev11•ate 'Uat,.r1aae -■ 111 teroourae. Hamwer. 

the rab·lll G bo nd thi a 1)7 oertalu p1•elS.ml~ tormll t!.aa. l~ the•• 'ftl'e 

not o'b■ened, t he IJano.ltN -r10,a tlo.t&al,J.atlon. The laTlrate altuatl.oa •• 

1CIG1ml upon as the betrothal. .u. .rllllJ or o'bjeot o~ Tall.le· t,aa 81,Te11 111 · 

the .t>resonoe of \"11 tae s ae:i. ~'he \'ll'l'ttm l!IIU'ri&.P ln■tl"Ulleat 1111 th the 

to1'flllla: •'Ba thou betrothed uato me aooord1ng to the law ot z.:o■e■ macl . , . 
1arael' ' oould a:Lau 'bo uaad. i'ileN ware oertaia aoolal ftl'll811t1eee~ la 

po'at-~almud lo clqa, the Jluppq (aoaow>. bme, lotloa OTer the oup 

ot w1na, o.nd the ■eva11 uenedlotlon■ WN ac14ed. ~ lat'8r wn aJIC)kea 
; 241 

over the aeooncl oup. Af'tel' thll oohablt&Ho■ •• pml■llli'ble, 11114 11 

alao (JaTa the levlr the rlStat to all the r18ht■ an4 pl"lTlleau d a IIDa-
2" 

bmacl. Ile theu a■IRIID8d all the ubllgatlou l■Cllla'but 11po■ • llll■'ballcl. 

lBl»•• pl.12. 
llill>•e »100• 
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24& 
1111d. the hal.1.zab was Pl'9£errea... !L1Jlls tmdaao,- aame beoau1a or f'ear 

that other reasons may l a d t o tho ua1•rluae with tha ■l■le.l'-la~aw. 
I 

·,e ■oo here aen,111 thg trBOe ot the ever-(Jl"Cnvlns :reu- ot laoeat 111 
246 

1110h a marrl ge~ Tb.OfflBO!I Sptala ot the halillah and ~- that to4117 
247 

tt 1a still looked upon ,·,1th the utmoat oonte11111t. 

thla l!apro1Slon la er ro11oouo or has oh&anged ulnae the tlr.1e uncler 4la

oaaalon. ~steln maintains that t he halbah ~ a no longer a 4l•Bna• 

la ~almudto du.ya ~ l -ther i t waa ooaal4ared tho r roper t~ln"" to 4o to 

free the •.d dow snd ~ vo her the abunaa to marl"'IJ her O\ lft -moloe~ Tb8 

hallzah beoO!le a DYfflbollo nlen•• Tba •l~ served to keep bar fl'Om 

marryi ng a atm nger. f hru t ho hallzah the t.raaed-7 of aJlll41••• llal'-
24.0 

rlage Bt death wa■ - lost. 

Lawe were m.de to protect the wld.O\Y &alln■t mallOlma laTtra. 

To p reve!lt tortlon from the w14ar.. at the mar.rl ge of the flsl 

bl"Other all other bt-othe.ra BlBDOd thelr, wfilllnsa••• to 111.lbralt to t'he 

hallzGh. ttlthou t olal1n1~ remuneatlo11 •. It oae. •• a mlaor. the :tathe,. 

promlsetl to J.>83 a oerta1.n nm. Thl• wa• her proteot10J1, ln aa.•• thl■ 
■on ,,011:Jd re.tuae to aubmlte 

249 
In tn,loal iawl ah f'a■hl°' ulortlon •• 

I 

A■ an addeu . la411oment. la lnter Umea on--= 

half ot the e■to.te went to the w14ow and the otber to 1iha lmr W'JID 

went thlU tbe ball•ab• lt tbe wl4cr,, Uecl batore leYlnte aotlo■ ~• . 

takl!II• tlle '"9lr■. noalw4 the Xet11'bab aal halt d tile~- ia. 

24~. 
·ua. a,,. 
248. 
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280 
Nllaln4ar ,·,ont to her -om11:,. 

~ aotllal oeremony ot the hal!■ah 1■ lntaractia;;. ~'ha rabbl■ 

Ila.de lt a :ioleran a nd p ,bl1o aot . .~ll ,111> ~re peraormll;1 iatenstecl 111 

the rlta weM d1aqual.11:l e4 from ■al"V'1nB aa Judges. ~ea men mo could 

uadareto.nd iltabrew were chosen to aene ln thlu oapao lty. !rhaae a::;alD 

&IJPointea two to ossiatthem. 1111 plaoe tor the ael'OmoQ' ms appointed 

at the ae .l"V'ica on tllo oveuin•• ot the J,1•eoet illS d:q. Usual 13 a a:,aaao311•• 

a owrt. or t bo houGo o :I! the r abbi• oometlraes even thut ot the \'llclCffl• •• 

■alooterJ . \ll 1nvest:l.'18t1ous ,mre om•rled ou the rlag pzevl, us to the 

oarernony. The ,,1'10\v was not 11orm1tt'!d to eat. !i'he 1-lte waa 11aver 

per£'01"111od in tlle oveni n5, 011 u sabbath, a hollda7, or 011 tha evealug 
261 

ot o. ~sabbath or n holida y. 

Tho aaromony tooJt place af'ter the monin.., ■al"V'laa when all people 

ware proaeut. 'l1ho wl.4ow stood batweaa tho two .112488■ alll ;hell" three 

u latunH. ·1rat camo a thorough ·publla axamlnatlon. The relatloa

•hlp and the r.mturlt~ were de~1n1tely astabllshed. It aha was a mlaor. 

4eaf-mute. mute, or lt her f oot was oroolat4 altl1er WiJ'3, the hallsab 

was not pos:,lbl • Also lt aho waa left-handed or he left-tootact, the 
. 

1811b \',as trae. .1t w110 al.10 naaertolaed vhethor the llinefiV clqa Jm4 •-

,Pl.nil. · therwlse tlle3&]. -.71 tae••• were held lelfl,1 for thl■ tastlllaJIIV• 

It Wal eatabll■hecl that both know ll 1i1la !Qllaatloaa. 918 bro'11a.l"

la..J.aw, the lev~r, 4eolaJ'e4 hl• volu!llal'lr aJaolOe. \711:11 ■Jae •• Jl9 

uo •. Ol'NJl■toae, 111111aeruaaae"• m;: JBWISJI BllOYOJ,OPBJ>Ur iv • 
.,aa, Dea. 

161. GNeD■toHe 1'81111A11", ~ J&1lSR BI01'GLOPBDIAe Yle J11fl.. 



walked tour aublta la the preaenae ot tJ19 .1UclB9•• !ala ohlef' ,2udp 

l'ead und the widow 1-opAatech ur,y bl'Otber-1n-il.mr ro:tu110e to mlae unto 

'Illa brother a nama tn larael.1 • will not mrr:, ••'' ~• lnTlr anl\"18Nda 

"I do not \11sh t o take bar." 

:re t hen '>l."8Hecl h1s right toot o,gzilnot the floor \-Ql:lle ah-t looaane4 

tl1e s t .rap \Tit h het" l 1•ght hand and held hls le~ , lth her l1ttt. She 

thraw the ohoe BO!'!IO tllRtanoe awq. Sha than stood 111 t'ront of hlm. OJBI 

b f'nro h110. ~nd 10.ld: ••so sha.11 lt , be done unto tluit man \1".110 r,Ul not 

built u his brothor's house. and hls nsae s'hall be col.led ln ramel. 

'thn hou pe ot hi that h! th hil! shoe loosed.''' She rl!!!)8e.ta4 tho laat 

pbraae tlu•a ti r.K>o ; tile nBDembly repeated 1 t thrlao :tter her. i'he 

1~viT• thPn r9tm.•.neci the s lmo to the a011rt. and the j'Wlp~ spoke tha 
252 

final , orlla • 

Ve B E 1.1 A B RI A G E 

J8\7lpi'.l la\7 deoraaa that DO \'ICIIIDII llhOllld be 1181'.l'leci. am- 'be t.roUaed 

tlll three month& af'te.r the death 0 1• Ml' Jm■band 01' her 41TOIV8• 911■ 

held good both tar the Wl40\"I and !'or the batroU.4. 
283 

aatabllah the ,IXLla.1'111 ti'• llh01114 tbaN be & ah114 • . 
the wo,mua va■ aot to mar17 tUl af'ter ald.l,t-Qlrlh.p 

. 

~ p\ll'p0■8 , •• lo 
. 

I~ Yl■l°b11' P.1'881111111e 

tencled Jo twaa°t7-tGIU' moatha prOTl4ecl tm ahl14 llTed. I~ the wldow 

ha.cl a ahllcl• thl■ alao Jla14 _;ood. Sbou14 the ahl14 cllae lbe -.nlll89 
26& 

might be perf'ol'llltd llr11e4late17. ai'tel'\'al'd■• 

---------~2. ldlJ>. • pp1 f:.s.J.f4. !i.118 ■IJDe hacl been pat aa bef'ON Ula a••··•· 
POI" dn.wlag or llhoe a.ad. tJla JaallUh lD IIOH 4etalla ... .QlM11141o•• YU • 'DI 

2D3e .!el.Jd.a• OP. Ol~. • ,Pl8e 
2N-. Oraeaatoae. "llal'l'l- .t.aw•"• ~ .Di'IISB ~OJ'OLOPEDIA. YUie 

»Ml• 



rJa.1'1"laaa was :pl'Ohlbl ted till thirty 4eya dter thA dnnth ot a • aenr 1•alnt1Ya. \70m~n 0011ld not marr:, tor thFJ th1.l•4 tl~. ,1 dlTOl"ON 

oould not marr:, hor f'lrot huabimd o.:ttgr anoths.r 1nrr1 •ae hs:l b ea ooa-
2156 

aumatel.1 ln tba l11t&l"lal. i1owever. lt 11 v:omao "811 d1Toroe4 ~or OJl7 

other l"GElGQil t han actua l adulter:,, sho could •ernu.rr7 her haeband. :i'Jle 
2rif 

lmplloation la hero tlu:t eho bad not been mm•rie d ·r 1n:.; the lntewBl. 

Vle P O L J' G A I r 

111 t heo.17 the !lal,md asllUllled polyaemy aa the morl"la gia rule with-

out question. Tile oo-wl:te \'m.D promlaeat ln tho dl ou.■11101111 ot 

lBYlrata aaarrluge, ket11bah, and the p.riorlt., o:t llen among ohlldrea ot 

1everal rnothera. .Lt \90.B reported that la Jemaolem the hour■ •re re

corded ln tho - etubah to eatablidl prlorlt7, allDUld the hUa"baad ocmtl'IIOt 
.258 

mon marrio.aos on the owne d:q • . !.l'lle Talmud aald la thla .1'98U'd1 "'1.be 

wl ae Dlffn haVe gi-Tea ,3004 advlae. th.it a IDW2 al'IDa ld not ID 1':'J' IIO.N tball 
269 

t our \Vlvoa." lt' the ualon remained aJd.ldleaa. the huabaad had to 

marr7 a aeaond \'llt'e 1n or4el' to till hla pl"Oarao.tlve duq, whet:hel' he 
. 260 

d lvomed o.r kept h1 c tlrat wlte. 

i7e hBTe soma l nataaoea ot poJ.7P.III'• BltJWDDUB aarrluge■ \'NH,•• 

1·aported tor 1'!.lubu.l, Oalaphaa, Josephus , the ■on ot Gamaliel. same 

tl"ea.klah torra .mar.rlagea were ooatraoted 1W ■CIIIB rabl»l■• R. !ral'.Plloll 

betrothed hl111eelt to tJu•ee hml4l'ed mal4eaa ln ol'ller to f'ea4 th• out 



11,. 

d tho prie stly heo.ve or ~orln• . _. J'•.dah tllo ? rlnon oponsol'OtJ twelva 

lntrate mar1•1 ges ~or one poor Ia.ranll te sad help'!!c1 t o m t.ntal a tha t 

lm-80 t eJdly. 1 t · 1 e said t t the 1•n we.re two re.bbl s • who had v..•lv e a, a.t 
261 

haape. bnt o aatraoted 110n ma.nit p c on "f'l slt■ t o n.., oommunl tle o. 
212 

n e llomnn l n t luonafl we.a toward mono~ . In I oat-axlllo 

~a ohlltl.ren were to n largo xtent :troad tro111 parental &1tthod ty. ~1-

rea4.V tl10 :.igo ot maJ orlt:, wss N OOt.~i•ed o.ir t he tlmo ot l ndepondenoo . 

ThP ti bet\voeu the :ti mil:, and t110 onoestr:~1 l m d hncl be9n loosened 'bV 

the xlle and the obaoltJ:;oenoe oi" tJ10 Jui>l .loo a nd b"O ' ol lnatl tutloa■• 

'"'he 11 • t\\l"A tnrlivl: u t.ll live d h i a o,,n l l ·e. Met oata'ullr.had hla Ot'7D 

bOfllo , nml l t baoamo a macl1 o Im. l e r hor,.10 thD.n t he p:l■t. ·.:1th the oz-
. 

oeptlono of dU'f'or en t marrlasa law■ aud Ideals. auoh aa Pol78111V• 

1lr1vo and ohlld marrle.t,,~ t he m1tufll rtatit■ and responal bli tlea be

t,1ecn h1u,band and \9l f'd • ;;he i r oonoaptlon -naa qul ta at.mllnr to our■• 

i'he r1en ;.a.1 o ouaubinogoe wee compl ete:b' lost dn1•1ng t!10 4 poc,z,,-pba 
213 

aad ... lsbnah, a lso tho Gema.1•rah d~•• JoaepJma »olnted to .Ktag Horod. 
' 264 

a■ ulmoat the only example ot Pal.NBBIIIV• 

:ihe luw eaoonra{i8':, tm death ot bl§allff aid polyaaar. 'fhe wlte 

aould o'bJec,t to a aeoaad ,·4:te. 1f .her buaband ·1arrle!l aaotber 11117.~ay, 
261i 

aha could cllvorae hlra. !!be 1(11'1.rate wtclow lw4 al.110 the 1'18ht to 

obJeat .0.114 dema!ld the hallsah in p l'Ofe.renoe to leTlrate DBl'Pln~"9• la 

211. 1:az» •• »1'• 
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the twelf t h ce?Jt urv 1.». t a ,l"etullab rum tha lualua 10.11 ~ a ola11■• 
.261 

exoludlnt po~awv . 

Vll. 1 • H E n 1 ~ .,. JI O B 

'ale .&Jllioal prlnol1u o t or inhar1 tot1oa •1a 1n iJ8De.ral f'Gand ln 

llumber■ 27 • 8-ll. rhe hared 1 tary auooe■alou wa■ lined up thue• ■an• 

clau{Olter. br otl1&r. :f'a ther ' a brother. 'l'he claughter 1111■t • "17 la her 

own olaH 1:1 aooordnnoe \-:l th ~lumber■ 369 6-7. '.;:JIB f'lrat-bon wa■ •

tltle4 to a double share au a1otated ln De1.. terODOIQ' 21. 171 Go11a■l• lli• 

s. Lt W38 poaalble f'cu.• a qlas -• ,"110 :1114 no ■ 011■• to ae_>olat a 

traata4 f rle n~ as hla hair 9 solfl!ltlmea to the aolaalon of a near rela

tl'Ye. lie e J.".llaaar \'ills t o beo~ tha helr ot , .'br aha11. even lhougb I.ot -· •• tho 11a .9lte\7 ot . brabaul. illtho the married claugtiter.,Al1111al~ exolu4ecl 

t.l'Oro har O\'IJ'I :a:111:, 1nher1taaae . we ,t1a4 tlJat Job sa•• hi■ claaplU'■ 
267 

1111 • •1ual. almre (Job 69 3 915). 

At :tlr■t t he 11ero preaum.p•Uoa wa■ oou■ldel'all n:ttlalent. i'llm 

two ,11tae■sea were oon114are4 neoa■1ar1 lo make the lllharltoaae lepl. 

1t aculd ue dbolalme4 bef'o>·e death under Nl'laln aaa41tlma. HetoN 

'118 he1ra omld enter upon the lllberltame9 1-o lea,al Wl"&u••••• mul 

81,va poaltlYe prooi · ot the u.antlt.J' aid death ot the o,naar. 

Ia11ecllatel¥ ai'tar death• tho hairs who wn of aaa 001114 41•14• 

the l.aheri tame. !i'natH1 wn uppollltacl tor tlJe ■laon. Saou14 • 

bel.f 111)!,a&l" a:r,v the 41Ylalma. a redlvl■loa waa a•a■.aor,r. .11.J'1'1111&8-

266. IBI»•• p2'. 
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•· 

-.t■ we.re mucte ln resaz,d to dn■■ ma4 auaeat1 Whlah wen 'bllleil to 

Uae ■ta.te undor oert111n oaad1tle11a. 1J.11or■ ln aenaln oa■-■ ■:baNlcl Ill 
218 

Ula lll;prcwoment1 of t ho pl'O:pel"t1' nad.e b~ t:bo■e ffho ... or oga~ 

'l!ba lep.l ol"tle.r or lnherltanae was 41'&\UI up Um■ 9 Ille ab'blil1 

1) ■C111 and dasoe12dent11 2l clauptera aud 4eaoeacleat■f 81 ~atiier1 41 

bl'Othera or the dasoendant■ 1 6) slater■ ot tlla de■aead•tj1 6) :tatiher•• 

fatller1 7) father's brother■ and daaoaa4ents1 8) tatm.r'■ ■laar■ aa4 

4eaoendenta1 9) father's father's ta:t!Mtl' eta. !l!le■• were oon. l4erecl 

111.talled la the Di ble. ~•he, huaballll •• the natural hell" ~ the wt~•• 
269 

poneny ancl posaeaaiona. 

111 Jerusalem BIHl Galllea the n14ow ha4 a ll~18bl ot .re■ldaae 
270 

la :bar Jm.abud'a hou■e. •tm huauaacl wa■ the llelr aa17 ot pA.■■lOIIII 

la tlae haa4a ot hi■ wlta, not ot hal' 1'Ulllra pos■e1■lon■• 11' llha 41e4 

llhUe ~ betrotheti to him, ha •• aot the hell'. A pr.nl■loa ~• lat• 

a41e4 that ha •• mt her hell" lt ■ha dlad Gllllclle■■ ■ooa aftU' Uut 

..nlage. lf' the mn.rrlaae wa■ illegal, he •• not the Jael.r. 1~ 1 t 

•• an lllegal llllll'J'lage ln Whloh he •s ■u.b.1•t 011~ to ■hi.pe■, Ila 

•• her heir. !lhe hubaall wu alw...,.■ Iha Jail" of aa apo■tate wlte. 

!be aona hall an equal ■'bare. !i1la tlr■t-llor.a ... alllled lo 

a double ■JBN. ~• son 'born attU' hl■ tathBr'■ death ldlal"ed Ula -• 

.PrlYlleaea. 'l'he 1011 o~ a ■1•• or ao■...18118■■ •• aal'lllllec1. '!!le 

218. IBID•• -·• 289. IBID• 1 pD84.e 
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' 

a&IOn&te J• mlght be clo,Pl"lYecl or lllhel'ltamoa Pl&bl■ 1W tha oaazot, 

l'l'O■elJ'te■ were 1n soroo oa■ a c!ep -tve4 l n aon,:.J n7lah laa4•• 111 11blah 

aa■e tho J 11\Ya dld t he ■ome again• t apoa tat•• in J ewl ah laad.1. fhe 

4aaea■ed ■on• o ohlldren we.re bla hell••• It the ::1on 4lod lll'ter hl■ 

■ouae.r'■ death. hie h:lli' brotJ»:ra 0£ the ■amo talher 'beaame hl■ heir■• 

lt there VIGl'e no ■ono aocl no ohlldren. t he clau&hten and thel.r cle

■ouclant■ beoome th< :f'Rll helra • 

.D1alnherltanoe oould ue peri ormed. tbru prelel'lng one leaal, 

:belr above the otJJar. !Iha eat3te ooulcl al■o 'be fd,TGD u a ulft to a 
271 

■vaaaer. 

COUCLUSIOB 

'l!be atuCf1' ot Ja.1l1h marl'la...-e ouatoau cllaaoTen •.r lllten■llll8 

Pll'&llola to our ou■tom■ todq. It ahacl■ llgbt on ■0119 o~ the probltll■ _ 
l • 

Of our da~ aaa.. ther••• 81.ve valuaule al4 in ■olTllla th•• It I■ t1re 

Jlope ot 11119 wl'lte thAt thla pai,er ml•t bdp la lld.■ _,.. 
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'° a4 lnf lni twa 

llll Hat-al brot!,or • ;c, . 

'ii t,lte o~ \ 

JtB P.ite.rnal brother ) 

» llaughte.r 

Ba son 

OG- nre t az,.o.nd __ _ 

p BlbU,aol lno at (1-.1.G) 

0 • bblnlo:il laaeat (17-43) 

Dl■P1.&to4 by Authol'ltla■ ..... 
I• ,_I 

(44,,.41 .ralecl 'b7 oo4ea aa p-ohlbliecl) 
(a - o .1"12104 b7 o ole■ a■ proJd. bl tad) 

D Bo i,rohlbltloa 'bllt llnk lu cdu:lln ~ 
Jd.n■hl,p. 

8 PateJ'llal or •tuaal 
■l■tv 
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GQG- Gnat paa--~ 

r 

Laal■ 11. fl)11tel■• aHU QI LA.II JB SI BJBDI .dD !JB ft'WPD. ..... 
'belaectn i,»212 21a. . 
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Al'REIIDJX u 

SB BlmlO'lllAL OOBat.O! 

"liq he \"lho deolarea the end ~rom the 'begllllll.11,i 81,Te atablllV . 
to the woria ot thla oontraot. an4 to the oove11&11t. 1849 betwen 

.. 
'11.eae two part.teal nemol.J'e between At baahelore With the .0O11■-t ot 

hi• fathal- :B, and o. \'11.hO 1 ■ praq tor his daltshter De ■pl11ater. 

111a ■aid ..\ , bachelor. ansase■• mder hapW auaplo••• to tab ato~ 

meatlona4 ». aplaatel"e - srrlage BIid betrotlal 

aaaorcU.nt: to the law ot . oaea 4114 Ian.el., 'l'h•• hellaefoJ'Ul ... 

not to ooaoeal an:,thlD ,_ tl'Om eaoh othv apJleJ'talDlDS to IIIOIIQ' or 

good■• . but to hAYe equCll. powr Ol'ar their pl'OJNIZ'V• llo.Norer. ». 
the aald father ot the brldaSl'O•• la to dreaa hla ■OIi 111 Soodl.7 

Q9&1"e1 bet ore the -rsrrloge• aa4 to SI.ft 1i1le nm ot ••• 111 aa■JII 

'11Jd.l1t 0 9 1'athar of the a11old bride. la tit glTe Jal■ claug'htel' ~OM 

the narrlag,a a clon7' ln oaab to the •DUAi ~ ••• u wll u 

.1nelll'I' to the amo1.111t ot •. • to clrea■ Jar ln t&QOc11¥ apJIIINl oo~ 

Hal)Olldl1111 to the dOWl'I' • to glTe Jar aa outtl ,. 11114 the 'brl4agraaa 

the N!tll ( TI 4 ~ a, I• leee tba t.rlllpcl "ffllltptl' 'll■e4 &I :pi'qU'u •• 

811411,Htl C f Je 4 p1, 1.a. the llblte 'bal'lal ...... I.II 11am_. 
I 

wlth hill posltlOD aal 111 Jll'OJIOl"t.lOII to tJla ~- .. -...1- 1■ N 

'be ... on the ... I.II Ua plaoa ... at tlle 9sp1119• at tile •14 Oe 

tu 'bride•• f'aU.1', •1111• lt ~ \a 'llf' 'boUI pa.1'114■• .., lake 

:plaqe WlthlD the a_peoltle4 J9U'1oA. ·- Ila 1W prtla■ Jaft _.,_ I . 
'":tPael.Te■ to all*•• u4 lulYe talllta '11.JGD tlllll•n• -_ ... •a.to 
alllde 1W lt9 • 1118 »aaalV' ot 111• SN•t -u..a• •A at .. 1191'11 



ta. 

ot_ fa..feltlng half' the 40Wl'l'I but the :fol'fell t■ 11D t to ab■al.Ye 

f1011 t1ae anathema, no.r la the aaau..a to ab■olw ~ Iba tol"i'elt. 

9a ■alt father or tho bride olao UDclertaa■ to bClll'Cl at ld.■ table 

the aarl.7-111:1.nlod couple tor the apaoo ot • .. 11114 tual■b tb8III w1'11. 

lod81nsa :for the spaoe ot • • • !i?he IUNQ OD Iba part ot the 'brlcle

ll'O• la E, aon ot F; and oa the p•t or tha bl'ld.e• G •. ■011 •o:f •• 

Bia two brldw. parties, however, giararatee that the■• nntlea 

lhall not auttar thereby. It'uJttJJela• o. the 1&14 father o:f tJJe bZ'l.4•• 

ll lo 31.Te hla daughter an aaauranoe letter, lbal• 111 the neat o~ · 

ht■ 4eilth• ahe la to get half the 1nherltanae ot a IOII ( J :::>J° 4! :::i' Z[ 

7lP <II ) ; whilst the br1d8fll"Oom Jdeclaa• hlll•l:f to pt Id• 

'b.rolhar■• 111 the event oi' h11 cla'111S wlt.JlaQt lane. to at• lier• 

QbeJ lffll doowaept ... • 1'1 tJIDut 8111' compemauoa. .Bllt lt t-han ■ID1A4 

'be d1ap11te or clelq oa th9 111bJeat • . 'Whlcll G04 to.11114 • . Uut 4eo1■10a l• 

to 'be· lett to i.he Jew111b oongrept1011. \Ye 111m1 laba all lbl■ Ill 

l)O■■H■loa .from the pat7 aad 8111'8Ue•• tor iJ. baetl t ot the otller 

JU'tle■• ao that ne.17G11ag aror ... tloae4 _,. lie o'b■ew.i. wUII Qa 

11111al Wltne■■ Wbloh qaallfled u to tab aaN o:f lt •. lJOIB lbla llq 

• •• ~•..,1'11Ds 11111t be o'bN.ne4 aid •»••- (Sl-•h•••• 

... 

~•• cmJJ,C.-BDJA 01' BIBLIQ&I,1 mam.oomu.. dD DL'181fl-
!1a&1, liI!BBt.lUDe 'Y, ~,,._ . 
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.,U'PD.DIX UI 

UE DfUBAB COJITBAO'.l! i'Olll J 

noa H• (d,q of tile weak)e the ... ibq - t!ul ::10111:h ••• 111 t1le 

,_. ••• atnoe the o.reaHon of the Vl0l'l4, ti.Ml en aoao~g to '\1Jala11 

• are aooua t omed to .NOlma h,re 111 lbe alt1' of ••• Jan !' .. •oa of 

••• aald to thla vl.rgln ••• claDstiter of••• 'le thou ,., •lf•---
ool'Cllag to the law ot lloaes aacl 1■1881 1 aa4 l will WDl'k for tble. 

honor. &11PJ)art9 and nBlatala thee la aaool'danoe wt th the auto■ d 

Jewt.ah Jmabaada who work for their WlTes, Jm110r, .11111':P0.1"1 9 aa4 •ln

tala them ln tl'llth. Ancl I Will ■et aal4e f'or thee 200 m 9 111 llm 

of ~ vl.rtJlnl q • wbloh belong to tbaa (aaaor41aiS to the law of 

noaaa) • and ti~ :rood, olothlns, and 11eoe■1arle•• aal _llTe With t:Jlle 
. 

~~ ooDJu«a]. ralaUoaa aoao1"4lng to walTer1al au atom.• All4 ••• 1111• 

Tl1Bln 0011:reatad and l>eoBIIIA hi■ wlf'e. !l.'he- c1cnu:r '11at Idle ,'br011atit 

fl'am her father•■ haa.ae1 la allTe.r• gold, Taluabla■, 4fts■e■9 aall 

'bedalothaa • amowat a to • .. (100 a llTer _pleaea) • ud. ... 'Iha bl'lcle

poom oonaentecl to lna.reaaa 'lhla 8IIIOWlt f'-l'Om hla n11 Pl'GJ19l'• wl1ih 

the nm of .. • (100 all T81' pleoea,. maldDS la all • • • (200 allYU' 

pleoaa). JlD4 Uma ·aa:14 ••• Illa 'brlclegroaa. 11 tall:8 11pGD .,,elf 

&114 ,., heir■ attar - th~ NQGD■lblllq of Ulla ■-n- a•tnot. 

of tJJe Aowq I aDC1 of 11ut 8441 tloaal ■-• ■o l'bal all Ull■ llllaU lie 

,111114 ftiam tJut beat pl.l't ot-, pop,n,. na1 allCl "»••Ml• tllal I 

•• »o•••• or aq llanafter •caall'•• All,_,~• -- Ille 

-tl• 011-, aJaoul4en. 'allall 1- ••'PIIP4 fU' U. N0111'l1ir •~ Ulla 

oontaot am of tbl 40WIT aDI d Ula a441UOa .... 1118nto'• ... 



'I • 

'11a 'br1488l'OO■ Jla■ lakm IIPOD JalllNl.f tJa 1'8QOD■l'blllt,' hr a11 '11a 

obllsatloa■ ot thla lmtu'ball, •• l■ Oll■ to-.., wll'll Otha b'1llln .. 

for the 4au&btera or Iaraal la aoaol'Clanaa wlth tbe la■H mlloa ~ 

OU .... - mq thelr momo17 be .ru a. ble a■lnga It l■ DOI lo 'be N

~e4 aa an lllu■o.17 o'bllpUaa or a■ a raN form ot ..__. 'la 

•• :followed the lap]. fol'lll811- o:r Qll'bollool 4e11Ter, (~•) 

'between •.. aon of ••• , the brldeP"O•• aad •• • claugblel' of• ,111.■ 

Tlr3111, and have emplayed an 1natl'W1911t le~ flt tor Ille PRP>•• 
to ■treqthea all tha't la atata4 abcwe, and eTea?tJd.ag l■ TaU4 _. 

Hlablllllle4e 

··········~······· 
••••••••••••••••••••Brl49fP'OOlle ftta••-••" 

•••••••••••••••••• 

JWllu L Ol'NUI... ...11a11-. BB Jr■lllll aum.cmmu. Yll. 
»&ta. 
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!2D 'I . - · ()l',.i) B!.SSSUIG 

... ,. 'nlo■■ tl are thou. o LOl"cl av GOcle ldll3 at the 11■1T•~•• 

Who 11a,, cn11t ecl eYGP'd'tblq i'o.r ·- 81017•. ll. 'Bl••ecl &Pt. 11ao1a. 

O .!.Orel 0111' '1od• klng ot the ualver••• W"AO m■I ONdecl -•• Ill. 

'BleH art thou. 0 1,0J'Cl 01&1" Goel,~~ ua-- WllY•··· •• llaal 

ON:1'9.l 11a11 t n thine llb.:f!Je ID the tamp ot • llba••• ~ lllfr 
•• tOl'II. nad bast p 1e1,>3r ed ~or blm. In 111111811'• a 1t1111dlll8 ~or Ille 

Pll'petu l t¥ c~ t h G :ipeol es. ·t1ea1ecJ art thola• il LOrde 111• a~tol' •~ 

llkllla • l•• •~ho Darren CIIIOII ah:>.11 .Nt.jolae uoee:l1nsl7e ma4 allallt ~

.to, Wben her CJJlldron l\1'0 ~athHed Bl'OIIDcl 11.- la dellltll'e 31••-

UI thou. 

1h11 10Y1n 11• to reJol ao euaeJlast,. u IIIDII lla■l 11114• • Ol'N.lllft 

NJoloe S.n the l'llen or Dien tu IJB 1»ctaataa. .Bl•_. art 111n. O 

Lard, Who re.1oloeel tbl rlcl981'01J11 mcl 1119 itl'l.clee • Yle 'Ble■N4 

art_ th0\19 Lol"d our 011, ~ ot tlB 11■t•ene, •Ill 1111•1 vdallle4 ~o, 

811d acbae■a, br1de Alld bJ'lcleSN•• dellilllt aarJ ■OIIS• :pleaaaN Alli 

latlmo.v. lO'le aid .trleacbbli,, 119•• GIii a GIICIOJ'4& ..-a,. o J.ol'C OIII' 

004, 1 et IJaJ'O 'be .beard la tlllt ol ll•• ot .J'Alla1I •• Ill 1111 ........ -~ 

Je111■a1• the •oloe ot ~o:, 11111 tlllt wloe or slada•••• a. wl&I• d 

Ille 1-l'l4esro• aa4 uae wlatt ot tlle ltl'lde• Iba •ala• ot ~M.lald 

111111...,... 11114v Clam aao,Ple•• •• o~ Ille ,0111111 - •• a. ...,,w 
,_.,~-■u: .. • .. •••••OLOl'4._.a.le•llll--■-
tllla 'blc19Sl'OGII N,Joloe wl UI Ill■ 'IWM•• • Ylle 

aal ._,., Illa 111111111■ ._. ._.._;. 111 -• JMA-■ 111-- .... 



dt l'l&bteoa■.ae■s. llst;ea t;o the beae4lo'1m■ o~ 1ihe a11114ND of 

"•llllrmal Wlth tla pel"ml■■ loa ot mr 1alon aJi1 altltlll■• aa4 ..-

••ter■, let ua bleaa OUl" Gorl la wmae 4welll.as l • Jo,. aa4 o~ 

Wbo■e ·bOIUltlea \'18 have partake11I • to wJd.oh t:ba au•■t■ zieqoa4• 

'lle■■ecl be our God.9 1.a \lboue 4wall111g 1■ Jo:,9 of aa■• 'bomltl•• 

• h&Te partake.a. and D1' '\'ibo • 80o4JloH w llTe1 • 81d Ila 1illall 

IIIIIW91'■• '!hell lat 'llll bleH O'IU' Go4. l.a wJJD•• clwelllag l• Jo,. d 

•hoae bo1U1tlea l'.re havo pal'talma9 aacl D7 whDN &aocllle■■ W llTe ~ 

(ltUpaboth, 7 b 9 8). u 

~•• Ol'OLOl'BDU mt BlBLIOAL• !IIOLOOla&r.e ~ BOO'-mAM 
!ICIAL LITJIDA.'l'UB9 V • '1fl'I•• . 
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AJl'RDl>U 'f 

"<>a the • • • dau of the week, the • •• dB;I of the moata o~ • • • 

la the 7ea.r •.. alnoe tho oreatl 011 of' the world, aooorcllug to Ule 

111111bar1ns -.,e a r e aoouat amed t o regard here la the towa oz ••• 

(willoh la also ca lled ••• ). whlch 1• 11Uuate4 oa t)Je 1'1Ter ••.•• 

11114 ocutalned ~,ell s ot \9ater, I, ••• (wbo am alao Q~led ~~~ le 

Uie 101J of •• • (who i s alao called • • • J, w:m am Wa da,.y 111 ••• 

(whloh 1 a also called •.. J, tho o lty aUuat.:S OD the 1'1TV .. • 

ad. aoutalalng wel l s 0£ '\'later, do Jutreb.r aonaaat with w, cnra wl11e 

'betna Ullde.r no .re■tl'alnt, and l do releaN, 1eD4 an,, aDl pat 

aalcle thee, my 'lif e, ••• (who la a lso oalla4 ••• J • 4811gtitar o~ ... 

(vha la u.lao ·oall.ed ... J, who ut tbl1, dq la .. ! . (wJll.oll 11 alao 

oalled ••• J, t he olty 1ltJated on the .rlTer ••• alll1 ooatalnla8 

W91la ot watv, who haat ueea rq wU'e bom Hae l'Ut; and th11■ l 

4o relea■e thee, a nd ■eaO. 
0

thee awq a11d. p1t thee aB14e1 that thOR 

IIQeat have ;pvmi■aloa aid aoatnl oYv U,,Nlf' to go to be ••.a-lei 

to u.r maa that 1hoa mqe1t 4e■ln1 mad 110 aa11 ual1 Jdlller tllH 

fl'GII lhl■ claB" f'o.Nl'er, and thD1I at ptmlttN lo •• -• allll tJd.■ 

. IJJall 'be 1111to be f'l'OJI • a 1-111 of' 4l..S.■aa1, • cloC111118m d 

Nlwe,· ad a lotter a( f.Naclam, MOCll'4lq to * la• at Ila••• M4 

laael. 

M.1111 L Q.Neano■•• iraet•• BB a'llSB IIO'l'GLCB'BDU.e 1'• --• 
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a HALIZd 

,\. SUPEBSTI!IOII 

"mlera are a Dll'D'ber O- w:raratl 'llOWI b!lllief'■ abmt 4eta11■ ln 'Iha 

Jl8lizah oeN!lloQ. The ilea.cl bl'Othar, 1t 1■ 'bellned9, l■ lm■l'bl.7 

present. That makes the oe.remolll' not onlt Rd but al■o sriie■oma. saae 

people think the water prepal'ed f'or walhl~ the 191'1.r•a foot .rep.reNDt■ 

oeremonlal oblatlona f'or the 4ea4. other■ la■l■t that the ■a.Nealq 

of' a corner la the ooartl'oom f'01• ·pl'lvac>7 f'or the nmOYBl ot the leT11'1■ · 

lho,, und atooklna baf'ora nplaoemmt DI' the aeramonlal lboe la lntancla& 

a■ & plaoe 1'8881"V'Bd for. the clead. lll'Oth .. who O&IHIDt OJ' Will aot 11\118'• 

wlth the living. It la pne.ral~ bel1aTad t.hat ,;J:aan the oeremo.,- l■ 

OYeJ', the wldO\v should ■»rlllkle water cwar Uie levl.r to U.u'e aa 

••ler ta■k ln f'lnlllntr a 118W husband. 5."lla law, of' a mr••• l1111ora■ 

the■e eztl'ane011■ a■■w19tlo111. 

lie BE OOllOLUSIOII 

"!he oerem~D¥ l■. ~onalwlacl 117 a f'• :p1·aver1 tbat !lave no talmlllla 

Ol"1Shh ~na, .reoltad bJ' the Jwlgea wJaea the lft'lr NRrD■ tha ■JIN 

to tllm9 No.4a aa f'ollo.11 '1W lt 'be - Will (0 Godl lllat Ille 

claagJaara of I■l'&91 be not ill ■eetl or JJallsah or lfflm'I• llal'l'lap.• 

Wluln the oCJIU't 1■ 4lml■■e4, lt■ Jaea4 of'f'e1·• t:119 beaedlotloaa 'Ble■Ncl 

art !'IIOll, o ltord9 oar Goll, vJD Jaat ■motlf'le4 •• ~ 9V o .... a.iat■ 

and ■tatata■, n• )W tbl oCJ1111RacJN11t• a11d. ■ta.tau ~ ..l.laN11ml .. 



o. mE BALIZAJI IBS'I.BOIIEB 

' '\ll'ltlng an inatrwaent ot hallsab l■ not pai-t of' the aezemcmlal• 

but n oertl:floatlon tl1e from cc:Ul't thD.t the woman l• :f.Ne to marr., 

asa1n. I t mq o.r raq not be l■au.e,, . aoaorl\ln,r to looal a11■t0111, 

' 'et the hallzah inatl'Ulllent la reool'flad 1n taanaltlo llteratul"tt mil 

lt1 det alla are given talrly oampletel7 in amorala reaorda. It 1■ 

to be signed by two ,,1tneues. pmtera'bl.y thosa who •ro ot tho aml'I 

ot f'lvA. but any two present at the oenmQBJ" m7 aene. ':'he lnatn

ment r eadaa 

"•on thl I dq a nd month alll ~ar ot creation a• a01111ted la tbl■ 

plaae (ml)• we ,1udee11, some of wJDm are al,;aed. at ta bott011. "'81'8 

2-t.tttn,r aa a oourt of' three when RB, widow ot n. aam before u■, . 

and m, spoke to ua nu f'ollowsa mr l■ o. brother at one father to o, 

Jmsband 9 to whom I W'.-18 married aria who dle4 and latt no ■ aa or 

daughter, heir or naoe-■or, one Who tm.11 e■tabll■h Id■ IUUN la 

I■rael, anil lt la proper tor- thla mr that he mlirq •• So•• ~ tlll• 

■uteH ■pealc to hllll that l:t he wlDI to llllff7 - let Jal■ ..... 

me, !'Uld l:t mt lot hlnr hold aat to - hl:i rlabt f'aot lD 70IU' »,NHIIN 

tllat :t m,q loosen hb ■IDs tro11 ld.1 :rott act apl t bn~n hill, Dlare

u:,on. ,e eatabll■Jaea 1W lnYNtlP,tlOII t:ba't ?fS le a _palarnal 'bnther 18 

• Geaea■ltd• aa4 we aal4 to Ill■• tt 1'0ll wl■h to ~ Jlltr. IIU'l'I' lier• 

and 1£ ao,. hold OU'li ,JOllJ' rl8bt f'OOt ,o her la GIii" Jll'9NIICl9 &Ill let 

lier l1Jo■u :,OIU' aoe 111114 apt t bei'on ,-oa_ a. M8'119N4 aal •141 I 

4o not •tall to-..~ her. •rllll]Mt■ we NOltecl Wltla Ill.■,...., 
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IJ llllabanct•a brother .retu■etla to aet up ror Jd■ 'bnt!lar • -- la Ia-..-

1Ul1 he iloea not want to do tho levt.mte clut~ 1w •• AIIII wlth h1II 

too we l'901teda I do uot u1Bi1 to tak" hor. !."llo.a Ila helcl mt hl■ l'l&lat 

toot aai<i she looaenetl 1110 uma--f'.rom hit: i oot ~ : 8J,18.t 'betore hlll ap1U1e 

that wa a vlsli>l o to us 'f'r tm1 tlle mouth to the gruuaa • . ~attu we 

l'eo1·tell 'ftith hor , ~hue shall ue clon& to the mon '1:.210 cloth not buUcl up 

hla bl"other's house a ad lctt his ntllll& 'be oallecl 111 1araal, 'Ha ot tJle 

hOll■e o:' thg loosened sb:>e • . • And we J•dt..•• oad all Who .••re wlth 11■ 

aal\'ier od after he: Loosened ahoo, loo&aaecl ■hoe, loo1enecl ■JJDe, thl'N 

t1mea, a nd when thia was exeoutecl ber o.re .ia ge pe:-1nltlecl her (D) 

to ao and bo married to ,~ora::oever ah9 ffJS7 w18ll 3D4 n~ oaa ra7 preveal 

her from this da,y und forover. , NO'!I D aalal4 ti-om u thl■ ln■tl'WNllt 

ot hallsaJa, whioh wo bave now wrlt1ia11 mad :.1.ttastr.l aa/l glYen to Ml' 

tor poaae1110n aocorcllric to the lav of .. Jou■ 8Dil lanel., Slgaecl 

••••••••••••••••••• (tr,o or three vllDHa).•d 

. J.alll■ u •. •n•III• a....ma uwa n m uma .A1ID m NPRm. 
R12a.uo • . 
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.i.llll■ IL GNea■,o-. 1'!111la1l"e ma D,/ISJI PMGrOLca-EDl&e u. 
111,0. 
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