Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1945

The Jewish Marriage Customs at the Time of Christ

Erich Henry Kiehl
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_kiehle@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Kiehl, Erich Henry, "The Jewish Marriage Customs at the Time of Christ" (1945). Bachelor of Divinity. 165.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/165

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.









22,

ussn of some aabiquiiye The grocslure szuctioned by the Talmud demanded
that the bridegroom nand chs bride an articlez of velue; such as a riaz,
or a writtea doculsat, adding: ;ff this rias, ate., may sne be coase-
crabed (u;.: vetrutneds Lo inse'"

wasther money or a lether was given dizcgtly cr ind.rscily, Letrothel
always ilncluded a ;gu_l docum=ny, wWaleh spscliled wne Joory, siits, ond
matual cbligationse >

In Patriorchzl Jays we find unal jsbekan broaght femsls sl8ves with
her when she come Lo meryy Isance <udges 1, 15 speaks of daleu's gils
of a £fi=1d o springs to .chsan, “Lhnlel's wife and his daughtere Just
whea the giving of o dosry was instltuted caanot te -istf:rs:xine-::. Ia
valwudle duys il was coasidered a "loag estatlisheda eux—.tasn-"su

M= {other was bound 1o provids a duwry fov his cdaugnler in ooua-
formiiy btu ner staotion in lifo. The sezond cauihler could claim = Dore=
ticn egual to that ot her elder cistar, or ons-tenth of noll immovaile

roperiye 'the <ewlshk Lfaw provided ithaet the sons, who wers the sola

heirs of their fatheyr, were tound to maiatoin thelr sieters ¢ “ter

tholr fautner's deouthe Unis they wers ouligea tc do even iff they

themsolver weuld be tharowa upoid puablic chalrity. Lhoy wore 1o eadow

their cicters with o teanth part of the sstatae

The dowry, whather in monsy, properiy, or jewelry, #as eatored

into the iagal dooument (Saltre Irusia) and L.ter «igo iasc the marri-

, 8ge sontracte Ln regliiy che Jowry beloagod to the wilas. if it con=

$ —8l. Paterson, UF. OIles P270.
a:". :“’-.Gl?-l .‘Llﬂli—‘l’ G:,;. ‘.:z'r.' p:s:i'l'-

83. Gresnatono, “Dowry®, THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDI:, IV, p64be




siated in money or money's worth, the msband was ovligpd to add to it
one half more. If it consisted in Jevelry, he had to assign to her
four-£ifth of its value. Should they separate (not divorce), he was
bound to allow her a proper alimony and to readmit her to his table and
house on the Sabbath-evee A wife had the right to use one tenth of the
dowry for pin-moneye

In the case that the father falled to speciiy the dowry, he was
bound to @lve her at least f£ifty éua. If he expressly stated that she
should have no dowry, it was "delicately enjoined” upon the groom to
supply his bride before the marriage with sufficient money to vuy the
necessary outfit. Urphans were entitled to a dowry of at least fifty
susa {rom the paroch sl authoritiea.u

Other provisions were also m:de to protect the Interests of the
wompne I £ the father wus unable to pay the dowry, the groom was
either to marry or divorce her. If the bride herselZ provided the
dowry, the groom coald let her wait as long as he cared. Iin case the
groom died after betrothal and before marriuge, the father of the
bride need not pay the dowry promised the diseased to his levirate
lu.-m;her.85 A husband could not oblige his wifel to leave the Holy iand
nor the ¢ity of Jerusalem. Heither could he force her to change a
towm for a country home, Or vice versa, mor a good house for a bad.
Thess are but a few of the many legal protections given in the be-~

86
trothal documents. The groom pald the costs for the legal feess

84, =dersheim, SKETORES OF JEWVIGH SCCILL LIFE, ppldad-150.
86, Greenstone, CP, OCIT.
¢ 86, Edersheim, CP, CITas ppl“—lﬁO-
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Generally & oeirothal fenst folloved, but this would mot be
87
sumplucuse detrothal feust were not the rule in teliles. Habicts
wers pore vure asnd simple, doase uently they avoided timt whleh mixhi
‘ 84
lead intc sine after theo legal matters were finlched, or after the
{osat, o Yena ictlon, such as the follawing wag spokens
“leased uet Thoue v —ord, owr God, -i4ng of the ‘orld, Who
hath sauctilied us by 'ils Commenduentz, and sajsined us
sbout incest, and forbidden the betrothed, waut allufi ue
weddeld Ly chuppsh (the murrisge-boldachino) znd vetirothsle
zlagzed art Thou, ho sanctiiest lsrael by chuppah and
tetrothalecse

This wus porhaps sonciuded by a tenedlotion over the statutory cup of

a9

wina, wWhich was in turn tasgiad by the betrothed.

In Jome ths betrothzl held as long as voth behaved ressonatly, or
a9 loas &8 the man ur the fiance'’'s father did not openliy flout puclic
opinione Thore were 10 legzal sumpulsions. sSoth were £rao to break up.
The ouly requirement was to "geid back a refusal or & sounier-notice.”
"Any change of circumesiause, oveu aa 1mprove:d prospect for slther was
guffizient causs for divorce. In other worls, ovetrothal was & mottcr

90
o convoniense observed as long as desmed profitable and wises e

gagements 1in :msrica are asimilarly cLservels s

datthew 1, 13=19 shows that betrothal was conzidered nlmost equal
to marriige. Jeuteronomy 22, 2Z-24 Drianis cut this fact. In the case
of adultery, the guilty woman was stoned Juet as 4 married womine 5Y

all mesns was 1t considersd more binding and solemn than engagea:nts of

87. Trdersheim, 7H® LIFEZ A8D TIMZS OF JUSU2 CHRIST THE MLISSIAH, I
pld9.
a8, I15IDey PIGde
y 7 a8, I15IDee mum._
90, Tuokary 0P ClTee w’.
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91
our modern.agoe 4 formal divorce wam necessary 12 oither of the

two desired to bresk the betrothale
It seems generally assum=d that intercourso during the bvetrothal

period was prohibited. The status of the betrothed wss fixed by the
92
customs of the various towns and locallties. In some cases 1t was
93
permitted that the woman could be taksn to her future hustani's home.

Generally it was implied that physical relations were not bvegun till
after the maptials.
fhere is another theory which should be noted. 7The Jerusalem

Talmid in ete. 250 1s quoted by 3Zelkin to say:
In the former days they (the (entiles) decreed religlous
persecution in Judah and they raped the daughters of
Israele They decreed that the local ruler should come
upon her first (that i3, upon the newly married woman).
They ( the sages) therefore ordained that the husband

should have marital relations with the betrothed while
ahe was still at her father's house (vefore the nuptials).

This was to have continued in Judah, but discontinued in Galilee.
After the ‘“pocabean feriod a change of population took place; this is

94
given as the reason for the discoatinuation of thls cuatom in Galilee.

In thi= comnection we are reminded of the prohivition against the high

priest marrying anyone who had at some tims been betrothed to someone,
295

to assure that he would be marrying a virgine

A child born to a betrothed pair who had premuptial sex relastions

91, 3elkin, (Pe CITes P241le
92, "Marriage"”, CYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL, THREOLCUICLL AND ECCLESI.S—=

TICAL LITERATURE, Ve P774e |
93. Greenstone, "larriuge —— In 'n'bbillcal Literature", THE J=WISH
ENCYCLOPT 114y VIIIy PS37e
“. Bolkl.n. 0?. GIT-' Wﬂ"-
95, Tpstoing, (P. CIT., Psﬂ.
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was given the rank of a doubtful mamzer (child of an incestucus or

adulterous union). f“he mother was given the right to testify to the
96
legitimacy of the chlld,

The marriage folloved the betrothal after a louger or shorter
97
verlods 7The limits were fixed by the law. Gelkie suggests that 1t

might have been weska, monthec, or even a whole year before the final

nuptial ceramony was observed. The interval gave tha bride time to pre-

pars herself, to soften the pain o purting from her friends, slso

perhaps to give them lonzer benefit of her housshold narvl.ces.gs

I« MARRIAGE
Ao YREPARATION

The ;i omans wore very superstitious and made certain that the
date of the marriage would be auspicious. or this raason weddings
were never contracted durinz the months of iiay, early iiajyk or June.
Certain other dates were also considered taboo. During such inaus-
plcious periods neither the state nor the priest would function nor

99
sanction the marriage.

The common wedding day for Yewish ruidens was a ‘Y/ednesday after-
noon. This allowed the first days of the week for preparation. It
also gave the hmsband, if he so desired, the opportunity to prefer
charges cgainst the previous chastity of his bride before the local
Sanhedrin, which sat every Thursdaye. The marriage of a widow wae

ocelebrated on Thursdey afternoon; this left three days of the week

96, IiIDey P26H.
97, ldersheim, SKWPCHES OF JEWISH SOCIAL LIVE, pl&le
98, Cunnigham Gelckle, "HE LIFE AND WOHDS OF CHRIST, pT4e
99, Tucker, GCPe CITep P297.
¢ 100 Bdersheim, OPe %y FiSle
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100
for "rejolcing with here”

Rabbinical l1iterature sketcheu other prohibited seascns. Thirty
days of mourning were to be obgerved after the death of a near relative.
4 widower waus to walt three festivals after ths death of hig wifa., If
e had 1little children who needed care, or if he had no children from
the pnrevious marri:ge, he might marry after seven doys. Except when
urgentc cases demanded it, abbaths, holy days, also veek-doys of the
Holydays were not permissible periodis. 'he first nine days of the month
of iAb weye mourning days, and hence no marrisges might be consummated.
Some prohivited the three vieeks from 'the 17th of Tammuz to the Iiinth of
abe Unly on specified days during the time £xom the Fzssover to the
Shabu'at were marringes parmitted. 1iIn soms locelitles it was customary
to walt only till the 33rd day of \Smerolul

Josephus reported this custom. If agycne would take a womun captive
elther a virgin or married, he was not to murry her immediutely. HRather
was he to glve her the opportunity to mourn, to shive her head, and put
on mournin: clothing. Aifter thirty days marriage was permitted. How=
ever, if, after lust was satiated, he would find no desired for her, he
was to fres her and not make her a al:nre.mz

We know very little about the religlous preparation for marriage.
Geikle tells us that both bride and groom fasted all duy befor;ogerriaga.
and oonfessed their s¥ in prayer, as on the Day of itonement.

Be ROMAN MARRIAGE
lany preparations for the marri:ge were made in Rome. The homes of

10l. Q@reenstone, (P, CIT., P538e
q 102, Josephus, /NTI.UITIES, IV, viii.
103. GOMe, (Pe ClWee p5m.




both were festively 1lit up; the anceatral cupboards were opened unmi
decorated with carpets, wreaths, and green hl!-sl-nu The vestibules
‘ of both housss were garlended vith leaves snd boughs. 7riends and
clisnts gothored at the brids's home.ms

The bride's dress was usually ths gift of the groom. Fliny the
Loungar sent one ruintillion a gift of £1fty thousand sesterces to help
him provide the service and trousseau for hie biids. R=ich brides wore
ornoments and Jawelry vwhich were usuzlly included in the outiite The
principal part of the bridzl robes was a aquarelﬂamiu s headdresa,
fallinz down to her sides wiith her face axposed. - The byride wore her
bair in six plaits or braids with o coil on the head, psrted by a spear-—
resemoling instrument. A bridal wreath of flowers was plsted on her
ool ffure. he was to have iyathered these flowers herself. che wore
low yellow shoes. <+reviously ths bride had dedicated h:r dolls to the
household gods to indicate her maturity to them and her faml.lv.m?

In early days the bride enterei the groom's house at the rise of
the evaning star. L ater this cuntc_m was changed. The procession was
held somatime during the svening. Stroets were orowded with specta-
tors. R2onfiras were 1lit in the streets. o= Before the procession
there was a pretense of carrying the bride off by foree. The bride
was followed by bearers of the spindle and the distaff. che herself

was led by two pretty boys. The groom ssatiered muts or confettl

104, Friedlasendsr, OP. (I Tey P23D.
106, Tucksr, OPes CITes DPR98e

106, Frisdlcender, OPs CITe

10?. E“O-'lB.‘.‘, GP‘ GIT.

108, ~“riedlzeonder, 0P, CIT.




before them.

The bride was oarried across the threshold. 7he marriage ocontract
vas signed and sauled uefore witnesses in the reception halle 7The bride
was then lel by younger married women to the groom. ~“hese spoke &
formula comparable to "Good lugk to yonl"mg The couple went to the
household altar and aaorifioed.m The groom gave fire anl water to the
bride to signify their common shre in goods. she thenm prayed to
the 303, This was looked upon as the introducotion to married 1”9.111
A wedding dinner followed, the two sitting together. The feasts became
80 luxuri ous that they had to be restricte: by law. Great numbers of

entertainers and dolea wers present. Huge sums of money wer: used as
112

8ifts to dll or these. Ce MARRIAGE PRELIMINARIES

The Jowish bride was veiled from head to foote fhe reference in
Zevelation 19, 8 would seem to indicate a vell of fine white linen.
7his was in acoordance with the Fastern idea of propriety and also as
a symbol of her subjection (1 Core 1li,10)e She was dressed in a pecu-
liar girdle. This was always a part of her dress, and the "attire"
which she could never forget. Jeremizh spsaks of this in verse 32 of
chapter two. If she had not been married before, her hair was left
flowing Dut was covered with the vell. Her whole dress Wwas periumed.

she glittered with all the jewels of which her famlly hoasted. If
ghe wag poor, she would borrow some for the ooaan_:lon. she wore a

wreath of myrtle leaves, either resl, of gold, or gilded. " This wreath

109, Tuckers 0P CIZee WQNOO-
1ivVe. ..-‘riedia&nder, TPe ClTe

ille Tudker, UPe (L Te

1i2, sriedlaender, 0P CIT.
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113
bacume so 1nd.1.span_sub1n that 1t bacame 2 tem for thoe brido herself,

itho ayslids and asyebrovis laccording to 'i‘hotnson"r ws:'e blseienad with kohl,
?Yer ayes ware made to appoar alrond-shcped, %hiv geve peculfsr brilli-
ancy to the ey=. It caused a langunishing, smorous cao:t to her wWhole
face. er checks were sometime: colored with ntsz::s.-.'i:e‘l:!.ca!.114=

The bridegrcom vWore a crown, often of flowers. Of thie crown it
18 zald in the Soay of Scvlomon 3, 1l: "the erown vherewith his mother
erowne: hinm in the doy of his espousals, aud in the day cf the gladness

115 1116
ol his hsard.'’ He “deskec hinsgel? with orncmentteese™
slso esseuntisl for the marricsge festivities in Juiea were "the

2rionds ¢f the bridegroome” ile would-call them groomsicen. This was
strictly &« Jewlish custom and not to be found In Gulilse. In iztthew 9,
15 mchildren of the Drideshaniber” ars meniioned. This vas a gsneral
term for all thwse who attended the weiding.

“In John 3, 29 "the friend of the bridegroom” is meatlomed.’ In
Judea tw gZroomsmen Were &t every wedding; tha ono serve:d the groom,
the other the bride. o5Sefore the merriags they acted as intemmedlaries for
the couplae. .t the weddins they oiffered gllts, waited upon {.hg bride
and groum.lrll)na of thess also acted as ma:ter of csaremonles. s They

also attended the couple to the bridal chamber to attast, as it were,

the chastity of the bride. 7 he latter custom sometimes degenerated

114. . :l. Thomson, THZ LaWJ AND TEE BOOK, II, pl89.
115. Gelkle, 0P, OITe, Ppo30.

116« IBID., P'-'J'ﬂ-

117, =Edsrsheinm, OPe CI Tey DP152-153.

118. raoterson, 0P« CITe,s DPRT2e



into conrsonass. After the marriage it was the duty of the groumsman
of the bride to maintain the proper relations between the couple, and
espesizlly to defend the ood fame of the bride agminst all accusantions.
txodus 19, 17 speaks of lipses as the "friend of the bridegrocm” wha
leads out thie bride. Jehovah in Psajy 68, 7 15 described as tho bdride-
groom menting i 1s Church at Sinal. Certain mystic writings also de-
soribe God as acting as "the fired of the bridegroom" at the mesting
of our £irst parents in Tden. 4An ancient Habbinlcal commantery states
that God Himself took the cup of blessing and epoke the benediction,
while :ilchael and Gabriel, the archangels, actei as '"the bridesgroom's
friends." to our first parents when they wedded in l*aradise.ug

Opdinery Jewish custom demandei that the groom with his groomsmen
and friends go to the bride's hiome to get his bride with her attendant
maidens and friends and bring her to his owa or his narent's home.lzo
The groom usually went to get hils bride in the =svening. fluteplayers
or singers went before the group. The groomsmen and others carried
£flaring; torchos or 1a.m::s.121 accoxding to Jewish authoritles, ten
such lamps were standard for such processionse. These lamps vere round
receptacles for piton or olil for the wicke These were place: in hollow
cups or deep saucers, fastenei by pointed ends into long wooden poles
and carried aloft.lda

The bride was led from her paternal home to that of her husband.

i19. Kdersheim, 0P, CITe, PPLE6S=154,

120, rdersnoia, IHE LIFE AND TIUES OF JESUS 4HE URESSIAH, Il p4bbe
121. Geikie, OPs Ullae ’3300 i

12ie idershein, 0P UIT,




First cams tho sound of musicj then csme those who distributed wine
and oil among the yeople, and ni:ts among the chlldrsn. 7he brids,
covared with her bridal vell, wus surrouaded by her coupanions. “he
was led by "the £riende of ths bridegroom', zad “ihe childrsa of ths
bride-chamber" (gues-ts). Everything breathe’ = fastive spirite Sous
carried ths lampe previously mentioned. Those nearest wors nyrtle
branches and chaplete of flowers. Ivery one rose to salute the pro-
cesslon. In fact, 1t was deemad almost & relizlous duty to breck into
praise of the benuty, the modesty, or the virtuss of the brinie.lzs “he
Tolnud has preserved us a few lines of the sonse sunz by the bridesmalds
end @girls as they danced Lefore the brides

Her oyelids are not stainsd with blue,
Her reid cheske ars her owng
Hey hair hangs waving as it grew,
Yier greca were wsalth, alonel 124
“hen she arrived at her new home, che w;.§ led to her husbande.
"goma such formals a8 'Take her according to the Law of Zioses and of

1256
israel,* would Ue spnoKeéleeese" The two wers then crowned with zorlandse

D. THE XETUBAH
VWhile still at the threshold, the formal legal instrument was
signed. 7his instrument was callel Lgthubah ( .57 -3-77’3]1:as it set
forth that the g@room would "work for her, to honour, keep, and care for

her, as is the manner oi the men of -l:snel...." Other financial and legal

123, 1IBID., P354.

124, celkle, CPq CiT.p 3551.

125, =dersheim, (P, CIT,

126, ™Misrriage”, SICLOPEDIA OF BISLICALe THEOLOGICAL, AND ECCLESIAS—-
TICAT LITTRATIRE, Ve P776e
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127
matters were included.

The origin £for the Xetubah was claimedi on the basis of Censels 25,
6s It is said that ‘eturah's sons wers cent away, becsuge “areh had the
igthubah, but Keturah had none. The Talmad ~lso says thin of David's
wlves and eoncubines. iiaimonidies says that 1t was astablishsd by “"the
Grek Sanhedrin 1la order that a Jewish wife shorld not be light in hep
hustand"s eyes." Hillel supnnsedly adopted 1t as a safeguurd ngninst
the matrimonial irregularities of the ,‘;le::m:driaﬁs, Ths Kishnah spaaks
of three different forme: that of Jerusalem, of Judea, and of Galilsn.m'

Under the Ketubsh laws, the minimum for virgins sipe placed at two
hundred sus, _fur non-virgiae at one hundred, for wriest's daughtore at
four hundreu.mg The amount coild be inoreased. The noble families of
Jerusalem doubled them. Also mentioned in the ‘etubah was the amount
of the duwvry snd the additions of- the husbande All the ordinary obli-
gations of the hmsband to his wife wers includad.lm

The “etubabk was a.moet important part of the marrisge cersmony.

The Rabbis stipulateu that no conjugal relations could be establishad
tili the Xetubzh was ready and the full sum stipulated by them for the
individuul caoes had been mete If 1dt, it could de replaced by actlon

from the coart. Ia addition to the two comcerael, two or three wit-

nesses wera ra.uired to siga the new decument. 4 record of ths loss

127, rdersheim, (P. CITe, PP354=-35b,

128. ixin N. adler, "Ketuvah — .irnhasologlic and Zsleographic”,
THR J7ISH ENCYCLOPROIAe VII, p474.

129, xdershelm, SKETCHRS O+ JEJISH NCILAL LIFE, pliS.
)% 130« Greenstone, “Ketubsh", THE JE7ISH FuCYCLOPEDIA, VII, PAT2e
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and a request by the hustand to replace the loss vias to be recorded,
Alsc noted w.s the date of the first. If this was imuossible, the
date of the cecocnd was inaarted.lm
By the -‘e{g:ah all property of ihe hurband, veczi =nd personsl,
wes wortgaged. \ This was a later developmsnt. it Pirst it wos a
lien on 2ll rozal estate owned by the husband durin_-," hie lifetime. If
he had none &t bis death or at the divorce, the lisen fell on evarything
he had sold. Lrbitrary divorce practiees forced heavier restrictions.
a% Tirst marrisge settlement wes made with the wifa's fathere Then 1t
wea oconverted into sune valuable household gooda of which tha Mmsvand
had the uss, but they were entrusted to the wife. iater the smount
slayed with the hisbead, Lui a lion wae made against his propertye
Flnslly his entire personul estate was made llable to the i’-ef;ubah.:w3
The scmen nsd .r.lie right to sell ur give avay. Hoever, she could
not release her nmusband from all or part of the Letubahes it wWas her
inuli-nable rigat ani protestion. i there was no vritten Xetubsh,
she could colli=ct Lho minimum s:wwa, dspending om whether she had Leen
a virgin, a2 non-virgin, or 2 priest's dsughter. If the husband re-
fused hie wife the conjugel rights, the ‘etubah vwas incrsased 36 grains
of silver evary week of ths defsult by the cuurbe.

mhe busband or his heirs were legally bound to fulfill ocertain

sonditisnce. Lf tho wother died beiore her husiband, her male children

131, I5ID., PRAT2-473.
132s ipstermark, OP. Olies Ppl74=175,.

133. Greensicne, 0P, CIT., PAT2.




