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oalled the prophet of the Highest; for you shall go be­

fore the Lord to prepare His ways, (77) to give knowle4&e 

of salvation to His people by the «orgiveneas of their 

sins." 

The oiroumstances of this prophecy of Zacharias, 

the father of John the Baptist, are well known. The aneel 

Gabriel had appeared to Zacharias as he was offering 

1noense in the sanctuary of the temple. The aneel of 

the Lord had told Zacharias of the coming birth of his 

son. Zacharias had dou~ted it, and the messenger of t he 

Lord bad stricken him dumb as a proof of his words of 

prophecy. Now the child had been born. The neighbors 

and relatives of Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth ha4 

oome together to the house of the new parents to help 

name the child. They of course wished to name the boy 

"Zacharias" after his father. But Elizabeth told them 

that he was to be called John. The friends turned to 

the mu.te father. He called for a wax tablet, and on this 

slate he wrote the words, "H~s name is John." (Luke l, 

~). Immediately his affliction was removed and he spoke 

pla1llly. 

Then, perhaps at the same time, but probably some 

time later, Zacharias SfU18 this wo!Jder'ltv.l hymn of praise 

and prophecy, telling of the glorious f'uture tpia son 

of h1a was to have. For our purpose we are cov.oerne4 

ohiefl.7 with the parts of his prophecy whloh pertain to 



the "horn of aalTationn wh1oh the Lord was to raise up 

'for Israel. 

Zacharias sang, "He has visited and redeemed Hie 

people." Does this mean that this "horn of aalTation," 

the Measiah, would lead the people in their tight to 

break the yoke o:r Roman bond.age? Many comment~tors haTe 

believed this to be the meaning ot the words of Zacharias. · 

HoweTer this is unlikely. For. in Terse 77 the salvation 

1a desoribed as the ":forgiveness of sins." The terms 
C I 

0 ~ L O T :2 T L and s l '"" o{ l 0- -J -v :7 ( V. 75) further 
Z4 

indicate the spiritual natlrre of this redemption. Thia 

aalvation whioh God had prepared for Hia people ia their 

redemption :from sin,, death and the devil. Adam Clark 

aaya: 

"Sinners .are fallen into the hands of their ene­
mies, and are oa~tives to sin and death. Jesui' 
ransoms them byls own blood, and restores them 
to ilte, liberty, and happiness. This truth the 
whole Bible teaches.•.•. (Man was now visited, not 
by the ministry of angels or prophets ••• but 
Tisited by God himself--God incarnate, and for 
the purpose o:r redeeming---pay1ng the redemption 
Prioe-to divine Justice, and .AC'lUALLY REDEEMING, 
or del.1Tering, man from guilt and sin, and the 
power o-r Satan, and the reign of death.--Watson. )"36 

Th• enemies here spoken about are not the Roman 

tyr8DJJT, or Herod's usurpa"tion, the galling bondage o~ 

the Jew~ah state, plus something more or less spiritual. 

a.&. John Peter Lange, The Gospel Aooording to Luke, 
18, p. 27. 

z~ . .Adam Clark, The New Testament ••• with a Commentary 
and Critioal Notes, f, p. 224. 



These enemies and haters ~re the very foes which Christ 

oYeroame, Satan. ·and. the powers of darkness. When we know 

•hat enemies Christ conquered why insist on a different 

interpretation? When God looked upon Israel its politioal 

situation was a minor matter entirely as compared with 

its spiritual need of a ransoming act to free it from 

sin and guilt. 

nAlmost every oonoept in this Psalm oried out 
against politics by emphasizing the spiritual. 
Most decisive is v. 77, where the Sf w ,:;- ~ ~ t' o< 
which this 4 v -i::-Q w CJLS producess des r bed'. 
as ooourring "'G y · ft~ 2 (J"" E= L ~ 'Si 1m 't::" l w r • 

· This certainly seit the questlliat here we 
have the ransoming act of the Uessiah referred to."36 

The referenoe to the "horn of salvation" is particu­

larly 1•eresting and important. The expression is fairly 

oommon 1n Old Testament writings. Psalm 132, 17 states 

that the Lord will cause the horn of Davi.d to bud. 

Zechariah l, 21 speaks of' the Gentiles as lift 1ng up their 

horn over the land of Israel to soatte~ the people. It 

is also used in Deuteronomy 33, 17; l Sam. 2, 10; Pa. 18, 

Z; and in other plnoes. The term almost invariably refers 

to the strength of an animal as indicated by its horns. 

In many cases the horns are the one aaans of defence from 

enemies or;bffenaive action. The referenoe in thia oaae 

means that the power of the Messiah will be so great that 

it can easily overoome the strongest enemies. The 9-uali-
I 

tative genitive <J C,v -c ;1 p L o< s 

Z6. Lenaki, II, pp. 545-551. 

speaks of the llature of 
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thia •horn." It will be a mighty power which will be 

able to saye the people from their enemies, sin, death 

and the devil. Christ the Meaaiah of oourse is meant as 

the person whom the Lord will thus raise up for His 

people. He will be mighty in the stre~th of the Lord 

Himself. An~ every bit of His power would be needed to 

OTercome the enemies whom He would have to fight. For, 

according to St. Paul. we fight r:e.gainst the world rulers 

of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 

Wickedness in the heavenly plaoestt (Eph. 6. 12 RSV). • 

We have to fight to keep these powerful forces from again 

takiJ18 their deathly grip on our lives and souls. Christ 

broke their atra.ngle hold on us by dying on the croaa. 

iooord1ng to Alfred Pl.ummer, 

"The metaphor of the horn is very freq. in o. T. 
{l Sam. 11. 10; 2 Sam. xxi1. a; Pa. lxxT. 5. 6. 
11, eta.). and ia taken neither from the horns 
of the al tar, no~ from the peaks of helmets or 
head-d.reasea, but from the horno of animals, 
especially bulls. It represents, therefore, 
primarily, neither safety nor dignity. but 
atreDgth. The wild-ox, wrongly called 'unicorn• 
in AV., was proverbial for streJ:18th (Num. xxiv. 
22; Job. xxxiz. 9-11; Deut. xxxiii. 17). In 
Horace we haTe addis oornua pauper!, and in 0Tid 
tum pauper oornua sumlt, In Ps .. xv1~1. a God 1a 
called a is i p 0\ s (J" w -c- 27 e t o< s • "3 

And in the great lexicon of Kittel we have the following 

1n regard to this "horn of salvation": 

nnagegen wird in Alten Testament das Horn nioht 

a, . .Al~d Pluaaer, "A Critical and Exegetical Com­
Mnt&17 on the Gospel Aooording to st. Luke," 28, Inter­
national Crit1oal Commentary, p. 40. 
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o< )) i:- o • as eson ere an em er um , 
t f E:-l'o 6 y 1st, dasz es in Lll nie mit '" <::.pot.s 
vetiunden erscheint (auch nicht Ex 29, 21: _'l.)..z_' 
1.31, 17). 6 v G ('~ e v wird Ton Gott als""'""liiii 
Lenker der Gdschi rite georaueht, der etwas 'au.f'­
treten• llszt,,der geschitliohe ~atbest&ndt 
sohe.f'f't. ~' G '3 o< .s v w ~ ?2 () Lo( s 1st aus 
2 B o\ a- 2 , • l/) .. 17, 3 genommen und bedeu-
tet: enlm Macht des"1ieils, eine h1lfre1ohe, 
heilschaf'fende Macht. Wenn auoh die Rabbinen von 
dem 'Horn des Uassias' apreohen, so 1st dooh die 
Wendung 'Horn der Hilf'e' kein unm1ttelbarer 
Ausd.ruck f'fll· den Mesaias, aber der zusatz bei 
Lk ~im Hause Davids, deines Kneohtes' zeigt. 
dasz Zacharias mit der 'Macht des Heils' den 
Meseias meint. Inhaltlich 1st an dieaer Stelle 
die at.liohe Form der Hof'f'nung n1cht aber­
schr1ttern.n38 

So the meaning of .the passage presents itself'. The 

Lord God of' Israel was about to send His promi~ed help. 

He was now ready to raise up this powerful Savior who was 

to save His people :trom their enemies, sin and death. 

The thought 1a about the same as that spoken of' 1n Isaiah 

61, l whioh apeaks of the opening of the pri.son to them 

that are bound. Through this work of' redemption to be made 

aa. Gerhard Kittel. Theologiaohea lfflrterbuoh slia Beuen 
Testament, p. 669. 



b7 J•au.s Christ ~ll Justif'ioation has been prepared f'or 

all men. This redemption is f'or all the people of' God. 

It is made for the entire world. But only the people of' 

God, that is, only Christians, believe it, approp~iate 

it to themselves and ao receive the full benefits of this 

ransoming. The son of' Zacharias, John the Baptist, was 

to be the prophet telling people of this Savior and this 

aalvation. He was to be the forerunner of' the Lord Jesus 

Christ, preaching a "baptism of' repentanoe f'or the for­

giveness of sins" (Mark 1, 4 RSV). 

In this great passage we have again the doctrine of' 

the atonement of' Jesus Christ. By His might He would save 

all people from their sins. No details are supplied as 

to the exact way in which this was to be done. The last 

chapters of' the Gospel of' Luke 1nd1oate that it would be 

by auff'ering and dying. 

OUr next passage is also from the Gospel of' Luke. 

Like the previous passage f'rom the great hpmn of' Zaohariaa. 

this too is a song of thanksgiviJJg and praise to God for 

His great mercy 1n sendiJJg the Redeemer and Savior of' 

the world. It 1a the so-called ITuno Dimittla of Simeon. 

Luke 2 1 29-32. as. "'Bow release your slave 1n peaoe. 

Lord. aocordiJJg to 7our word; beoause 'Ill¥' e79a han •••n 

7our aalvation~ whioh 700. have prepared in the preaenoe 

o~ al.l peopl•~~ a light f'or revelation to the Gentil•• 

8114 glo17 to 7our ·people Iarael• •••• (Z8) .And oolld.JJg up at 
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that Tery hour she (Anna) gave thanks to God and kept 

speaking oonoerning Him to all those awaiting redemption 

in Jerusalem." 

After the Lord Jesus had been oiroumoised, "when the 

time vame for their purifioation ••• they broUBht him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (Luke 2, ·22 RSV). In 

Jerusalem there lived an old man, Simeon by name, who was 

awaitil'.18 the "consolation of Israel" (2, 25). To this man 

1 t had been revealed by the Holy Spirit that he wcnld not 

die until he had seen the Christ, the Messiah of his people. 

And now, led by the Spirit of God, he oame into the temple. 

He saw the parents of the Savior, reoognized their son as 

the Messiah, took Him up in his arms and inspired by the Holy 

Spirit sang the wonderful hymn before us. 

He had finally s•en the "salvation" of the Lord whioh 

God had prepared through His only-begotten Son. 
I 

"aa1Tat1on," <i"" "-) c 72 {? L or' , is from the verb 

"to aaTe." Aocording to Thayer's Lexioon, 

The word 

v ~ ?CJ • 
0 

Thia newly born infant was in some way to bring this 

aalTation to God's people. It was the salvation of whioh 

all the prophets had propheoied for ao long a time. It 

av. Joseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-Epglish Lexioon of 
the New Testament, P• 610. 
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waa the salvation which so many of the rabbis and learned 
(n 

men of Israel understood only" the selfish aenae of a 

restoration o:f the kingdom of Israel. Instead of this 

kind o:f "aelvation" the Lord had prepared :from eternity' 

a spiritual deliverance :for His people. It was a savi.ng 

from t~e power o~ sin over the lives of men. 

This deliverance and salvation was now at hand. For 

the Lord had :finally sent the Savior of the world. And 

this Savior was to be "for revelation to the Gentiles." 

Here again is indicated the spiritual character of the 

salvation of God. All the nations of the world were to 

partake of it. The atonement of Cbr1ct was for all men. 

And "gloryn would oome to Israel for from their nation 

had come the Savior of the world. Thia Savior was now 

h~re, here in the v~ry temple with Simeon. 

But in all this great Joy was evidenced one sad, 

bu.t important, fact. Simeon told Mary, the mother of 

the Lord, "this child is set for the :fall and rising of 

lll&lV' in Israel, and for a sign that is apoken against (and 

a sword will pierce through you:r own soul •ls~)" (2, 

M. Z6 RSV). This is an obvious reference to the suf­

ferings and death o:f Christ. In a we:r it ia a commentary 

OD the song which Simeon had Just finished ai~. 

For this salvation could only come to the people of God 

if thia Sayior would bear their aina • .lDd. He would 

'bear their aina only by suffering under men. by ~1.ng on 

the oroaa of Calvary. This would indeed cause a sword 



to Pieroe through Ilia mother's heart who was at the foot 

of the cross when He died (John 19, 25). But by that 

very death llG was to purchase redemption for all the nations 

of the world, for Simeon, for Joaeph, even for His own 

mother. Surely the reference 18 to the atonement of Jesus 

Christ. The glory apokon of' in verses 29-a2 is apparent-

ly in direct contradiction to t his prophecy of the~­

f'eriDgs o~ Christ. But it is not· oontradiotory in the 

eyes of God. llor is it contradiotory or paradoxical in 

the eyes of' Christiana. For they know that on the oroas 

Christ suf'f'ered and died to take away their sins and so 

make them at-one with God. 

Rega1~d1ng the genuineness of this passage, Plummer 

pertinently remarks: 

"That Simeon Days so little about the Child, and 
nothi~ about the wonders whioh attended Hia 
birth (of whicll ho had probably not heard), is 
a mark of' genuineness. Fiotion would haTe made 
him dwell on these things."40 

Equ~ll7 remarkable 1n this section of' Luke'• Gospel 

1a the aocouht o~ the widow Anna who oame into the temple 

at this same time. We are told that ahe too recognized 

the SaYior of' the world in this infant child. She gave 

thanks to God and kept speaking to others about the Christ 

ohJ.14. Here la a fine example of witness bearin8 to the 

Lord Jeaua. She spoke of Him to all thoae "awaitiJlg re­

demption in ~eru.aalem" (as). This redem»t1on f'or whioh 

40. Pl~r • .21?,• !,!! • , p. 68. 
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\he people in Jeru.aalem were wai·ting wo..s no mere freedom 

• from Roman bond.age. 1'People" refers to those pious 

Israelites who knew that a ~ar greater freedom than this 

•aa needed tv make them free. These peo~le knew of thair 

a1na. They knew o~ the necessity for redemption, a 

redemption whioh could not oome through tho mere external 

obaervanoe of the Law. This redemption from the penalty 
4l 

ot sin ooul.d only come through the Messiah who was to 

suffer and die for Ilia people. And now here was that very 

Keaaiah. This passage too, like the above, is a clear 

reterenoe to the vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ tor 

the sins of the world. It shows that already early in Hla 

lite He was recognized as the great sin bearor of all 

nations. 

OUr next passage again takes us back to the Gospel 

aooordi:ng to st. Matthew. 

42 
llatthew a, 16. 17 (Mark l, 29-34; Luke 4, 38-41). 

nAn4 when it was evening they carried to Him many who were 

possessed with demons; and Be threw the spirits out with a 

word, and Ile healed all those who were siok; this waa 

done 1n order that the prophecy or Isaiah the prophei 

aight be :ta.lfilled who said, 'He took our infirmities and 

-'l. c-r. Heb. 9, 12: "He entered onoe ~or all into the 
Hol7 Plaee. taking not the blood of goats and oalfta but 
hia own blood. thus securing an eternal redemption• (RBY). 

42. The paaaage from Matthew ls taken beaause it ia the 
only ODe whioh l1ata the quotation from Isaiah. 



42 

bore our dlseaaee. 'n43 

Thia section is taken from the narrative whioh treats 

of the great Galilean ministry of the Savior. The aoene 

waa laid in the city of Capernaum. The Lord Jeaua together 

•1th James and John had gone into the houae of Simon Peter 

and Andrew. The mother-in-law of Simon was aiok in bed 

•1th a fever. When the Lord heard of this He immediately 

went to the woman, took her by the hand, raised her, •and 

the fever left her" (Matt. a, 16 RSV). The evening of 

that same day the people brought to Christ "ID&llY who 

were possessed with demons; and He threw the spirits out 

with a word, and He healed all those who were siok. 8 

!hen follows the quotation from Isaiah, "He took our in­

firmities and bore our diseases." Matthew says that this 

healing work of the Savior was in direot fulfillment of 

the prophecy oonoern1Il8 the Messiah. Later we shall see 

that the Lord aaw in Himself the complete fulfillment of 

all the Measianio propheoiea. But now we are oonoerned 

•1th the question of whether or not this passage teaches 

the Tioarioua atonement of Christ. 

'lhe passage boom Isaiah certainly does. For 1 t re­

fers to the sin beari.tlg of the ~easiah whioh is identical 

u. Cf. also Katthew 12, ~-21. In this paasage too 
Chria, 1• apoken of as fulfilling a prophecy of the prophet 
Iaaiah 1n. regard to the healing oharaoter, both spiritual 
an4. Phl'aioal, of the work of the Keaaiah. 'lhis 1a 1n 
aooorclanoe with the intention of Jfatthew who write• to 
eata-liah the taet that Christia the Kessiah foretold 
1n the 014 Teatament. 



With v1oarious satiafaotion. But Matthew makes the 

quotation refer to the healing not only of our sins but 

also of our diseases, to the so-called "thaumaturgio" aspeot 

Of Christ's ministry. Is this a misuse of Soripture? Or 

has the passage no relation to the dootrine of the atone­

ment? According to many it has not. 

And yet there seems to be more in the passage than 

auoh. taeologians think. For the propheoy of· Isaiah is so 

olearly spiritual that it seems unlikely that Matthew 

would use it in a mere physioal sense taking away all 

its atonement sign1fioance. The truth ia that Matthew 

throughout his Gospel thinks of Christ as our burden 

bearer, as our substitute. He took on Himself all our 

aina and iniquities. That was partioularly manifested 

when He died on the orosa. But throughout His earthly 

ministry He was healing people's diseases, showing His 

sympathy for all of them. He recognized that disease 

was a direct result of the ravages of sin. And like the 

true Messiah that He was the Savior removed the penalty 

of sin 1• its earthly aspeots as well as in its spiritual 

implications. Both the pardonings of sin by Jesus~ 

the healings rested on the basis of His atoning death.44 

Thia interpretation of the passage is borne out b! 

44. In answer to the argument of the faith-healing 
groupa that Christ oame to perform a "double-cure," of. 
Pof!lar Symbolioa, Editor-in-ohief, Th. Engelder, P• 105n 
tS. Loula, Conoordia Pu.blishing House, 1934). See also 
P. E. Ka7er, jmerioan Churches, Beliefs and Practioes, 
PP• 48-49 (St. Louis, conoor4Ia Piibilshlng House, 1946). 
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the atatemonts or m1werous commentators. To quote Just 

h'o: 

" ••• in the original Hebrew. the Ueasiah is rep­
resented as bearing and expiating our sins. But 
our diseases are undoubtedly oonneoted with sin 
on the one, and death on the other hand; while the 
suffer1.ng of Christ depends on His taking on 
Himself our ~fer1ngs. whioh again is oonneoted 
with His carrying them away •••• Christ takes away 
disease, in token of His removing its root, sin, 
by taking upon Himself death as the full wages 
and the :f'u.ll burden of sin.n4D 

nchrist :f'u.lfills the propheoies in all respects, 
and 1s himself the completion and triirh of thea, 
as being the lamb and viotim of God whioh bears 
and takee away the sin of the world. The text 
in Isaiah refers properly to the tak1if away of 
sin; and this, in the evangelist, to e removal. 
~corporeal affliction: Matthew, referring to 
the prediction of the prophet, oonsidered t.he 
miraculous healing of the body as an emblem of 
the soul's salvation by Christ Jesus. (The 
8T&llgelist here only alludes to those words, as 
being capable of this lower meaning also. Such 
instances are frequent in the sacred writings 
and are elegances rather than imperfections. 
He fulfilled these words in the highest sense, 
by bearing our sins in his own body on the tree; 
in a lower sense, by sympathizing with us in 
our sorrows) and healing us 0£ the diaeases.-­
Wesley.) • 11 40 

In this passage from the Gospels eyen brighter light 

1• thrown on the atonement of Jesus Christ. For that 

atonement was no mere isolated faot ooourring at the 

death o~ Christ on the oroaa. It was tied up with Ria 

entire mi_nlstry of preaohing and healillg. Here was a 

ll&ll who not only would bear our s 1Da and take th em away 

but eoul4 alao be sympathetic to our ph791oal diaeaaes. 

4.1 e Lange t 17 I p • 168 • 

. "6. Clark, .!,l• !!!•, pp. 52-63. 
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For purposes o~ brevity the next passages may be 

•tud1ed as a group. \'i'e mean all the passages whioh speak 

of Christ forgivi,ng sins. In a way this wilJ oofile under 

aonaideration in elater oection of this paper, yet it 

1111.ght be well to insert the study of at least one suoh 

P&saage at this :point. For i'f Christ was to bo our Savior 

Ile most certainly should have hnd the authority and ability 

to forgive sins while He ~as still alive. The passage we 

ahall study, indicative of the character o~ the entire 
4'1 

group, is taken from the Gospel aooording to st. l!ark. 

Mark 2 1 l-12 (Matthew 9~ l-8; Luke 6, 17-26) (Trans­

lation of pertinent verses). v. 5: n.lnd Jesus, see1D& 

their faith, said to the paralytic, 'Son, your sins are 
•, 

forgiTen •••• (9} What is easier, to say to the paralytic, 

Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise, and take your 

pallet and walk? But in order that you may know that the 

Son ot Man has power to forgive sins on earth,'--He said 

to the paralytie, 'I say to you. rise. take your pallet and 

go to 7ouz house. 'n 

4''1. Jlost modern scholars believe that Mark -a the first 
•Timgelist to write. that Luke and Matthew baaed their 
•orka on thia Gospel. Cf. pages 16-18 ~or a brief listing 
ot the possible d.atas of the Gospels. We might say how-
eyez, that this ~arly dating of Mark is necessitated by the 
Tarious eouree hypotheses. The onl.Jr wq in which they­
oonoern the topio of thi.a paper ia when the exponents o~ 
the theories try to limit all our actual knowle4ge about 
the Sartor to the firat written Goepel, oons14ering the 
a441\1ons of the other eyangeliata as theological 1nter­
pretat1ou an4 later interpolations. But eY8Jl it Mark 1a 
OOJ1814ere4 aa the f1rat eTangeliat to write the atonement 
la atill taugh~ 11'1 his Goapel. !he paaaage under oona14erat-
1oa ah.4iea noh a paaaage boom Jlark. 



Here as so ID8llY' times Christ's marvelous power prOYed 

1taelf both in a spiritual and in a physioal aenae. Bot 

only oould He heal the paralyt1oll body. He oould also 

heal his aou.l. The story 1a of oourae the one of the para-

17t1o of Capernaum who was probably healed in the houae 

ot Simon Peter. The people of the city orollded about 

Jeau.a in the house filling the small rooms to oTerflowiilg. 

10111" men were carrying this paralytio on a cot. They and 

the paralytio had heard of the marvelous healing power 

ot Jeaua. Denied entrance by the crowd& around the doors 

the men ascended to the flat, low roof of the house, re­

moyed a few large tiles from the roof of the oeiling 

un4.er whloh Jesus was teaohill8 and let the· cot down dlreot-

17 in :rront of the SaTior. 

Jeaua saw the faith of this man and told him that hia 

•ina •ere :rorgiYen. This was gross blasphemy to the 1D81J7 

aori\ea and Pharisees present. But the Lord quickly 

ailenoed them by proving that as the Son of God He had 

bo,h the power to forgive sins and to heal diseases. 

There are two Tery interesting phrases used 1n this 

narratin. C c I ,... :::> 0 ' One is __ o __ v~t_o __ s __ -r: ___ o_v ____ (j.....,V ... v_
1
f-p_w __ 7T"_D_u_, 

•the Son of Kan," and the other 

• OD the earth.• 

"Thea• two phrases point at 1111.ppoaed disabilities 
for forgiTiJ:ag. 'Forg1T•n••• ~ea plaoe 1D heaTen, 
and ia the exoluaiTe prerogat1Te of God,' was the 
thesis of the aoribea. 'It may be exeroiaed eTen 
on. earth, and b7 the Son of Kan,' 1a the counter 
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thesis of Christ. Therefore ~Son of Man' DlllSt 
be a title not of dignity but of hwniliation. 
Here• one whom ye think lightly of; even he oan 
forgive. 11 48 

As the true Son of God the Savior of the world for­

gives sins and then proves His power and authority to do 

ao by performing a miracle. 

" ••• he now performs the miraole of healing whioh 
all oould see, that all oould know that (the Son 
of Man, Christ's favourite designation of himself, 
a ola1m to be the Messiah in terms that oould not 
be easily attaoked) he really had the auth.Jmity 
and power ••• to forgive sins. He has the right and 
power here on earth to forgive sins, here and now 
without waiting for the day of Judgement.n49 

The narr ative of the healing of the paralytio is 

eapeoially interesting to us beoauee of the reference 

to Christ forgiving sins. That was His purpose in ooming 

to earth, "to save His people from their sins" (Matt.~, 

21). Already, before His vicarious death, Christ was 

torgiv1JJg sins but only on the basis of His ooming atone­

.!!!!.• One important point t o remember is that Jesus 

atoned for our sins not only by dying on the oross but 

also by living for us here on the earth. In the past 

•• haTe oalled that the "passive" and the "aotive" 

obedienoe of Christ. And those terms are as good as any 

others to desoribe the oomplete atonement of Christ for 

the aiDa of the world. He lived for us. Ile died for us. 

48. Bruoe, .2R.• oit~, p. 149. The referenoe is to 
Katt. 9, 1-8. ----

49. Robertson, Word Studies, I, p. 269. 
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Both are true facts. And by living and dying He atoned 

tor our aina 1 

The next jassage is one of the most important in the 

IJnopt1o Gospels relat1Te to our topic. 

Vark 10, 45 (~tatthew 20, 28). "For the Son of Yan 

oame also not to be served but to serve an4 to give His 

life a ransom f'or many." 

The narrative :f'rom whioh this passage is taken re­

oounta a happening of the ao-oalled later Perean ministry 

of the Lord~ Christ had again told His dlsoiples of His 

approaching death in unmistakeable terms. But aooording 

to Luke, "they understood none of these things; this say­

ing was hid from them. and they did not grasp what was 

said" (Luke 18, 34 RSV) • .And not only did they not und.er­

atam. What Jesus was talking about but almost as aoon aa 

Be had finished speaking the two sona of Zebedee, James 

aD4 Jolm. oame to Him with a selfish request. Together 

~th their mother they took Jesus aside and asked Hilll to 

g1Ye them great authority and glory 1n heaven, to have 

PU'lllaaion to ait beside Christ in the KiJIBdom of He&Ten 

an4 help rule His people. It is undeniable that they 

atill thought of Chriat' a Kingdom 1n earthly• materialistio 

tu.a. The Messiah was going to establish the kingdom of 

Iarael agaiJ:l 1n all its glory • .And i:t the Christ waa 

gelag to 4o that theae two men wanted in on the ground 

tleor. !he7 wanted to make oertain of their position of 


