
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

5-1-1946 

The Covenant Concept in Old Testament Theology- The Covenant Concept in Old Testament Theology- 

Edwin C. Sohn 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_sohne@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Sohn, Edwin C., "The Covenant Concept in Old Testament Theology-" (1946). Bachelor of Divinity. 162. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/162 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 





ions rendored by scholars seem to ocnve7 the idea that 

tlle reasons for this rencler1ng did not grow .out of a 

pre3udioial mind.23 

11 

Concluding o1ir study of the etymology and terminology 

of borith we note certain fBOt\ which will develop more 

oleari:, as we examine individual covenants nncl c1tuat1.ons. 

Tho etymolosical end terninological evidonoe 1u too 1n-

0'onolu.s1 vo to pradioate •~.t~ing final as to the nature 

of a oovenan.t, espeoially its religious implioations. The 

root a1,parently indicates the b1ncl1ng nature of e. cove;. 

nant; t he terminology suggests the close relationship 

established through the "outting of a covenant," tholl(7)1 

tlla use nt .!!, also suggests the placing of the 1.n1 t1a-

t1 ve; 6.nd the translations suggest ver~ clearly the plao­

ir.g or. the 1m.t:Lative into t1'.c han.dG of the o:ne who "cutan 

tho oovenant. 

23. "Aquila's prefere:noe for sp.theke oarm.ot be ex­
plained by pre3u41oe; its use by Synmaohus was evidenti.­
diotated b7 oonsiderationa of style; Theodotian'a aon­
servnt1sm did not prevent him from abandoning at times the 
uniform rendering of the oldest Greek Teralon,n Suhm14t, 
~• ott., pp. 988.929. 

I 
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COVEBAHS 111' SECULAR HISTORY 

The Old Testament reoords of divine and human oove­

nants are not unique in the.lllBelves. The bond of the 

ooven~nt was no more peouliar to Israel than Philosophy 

was to tho Gre1ks. Rather the reoorded oovenants be~ 
. 

t ween men in the Old Testament reflect the general social 

and religious life of' the Semitio world, indeed of t he 

entire world. The anthropomorphio·~oonception of' Jahweh 

entering into a oovenant with Israel was another way of 

God• s adaptins Bimse lf to the thought patterDS and sooial 

ouetoms of man.. 

Seo~lar history, anoient and modern, is replete with 

aoooun~s of oovenants betv,een individuals and nations. Al­

though the alliances and oompaots of oonteJD,Porary politi­

cal so1enoe are not oonsidered oovemm.ts, they are a mani­

festation of the oovenant relationship. 

Dbvenanttng has always been a foZ'ID of sooial behavior.26 

..... Probabl.7 the oldest reoorda are found 1D the :tabuloua "llook 

of the Dead•: 1n .Emt. 25 A deoiphered atele of Rameaea IV 

24.. H. Cl&.7 TZWDbull :Ln his volume The Blood Covemm.t 
has produoed a well-4ooumented aooount or imlve~aai biool­
oove~tlng ~o• anoient to modern timea. 

an_ Ibid., PP• ,e-82 • 



of Egypt in the 12th century B.c. gives an apparent ref'er­

enoe to blood-covenanting ancl." to its amuiet recor~.26 The 

Greek Lucian ref'era to a b1D4.1ng cove.nan.tins in his "TOlC­

aria or Friendship" among the Soythians.2 " As :tar baok 

as the f'if'th century before Christ we find an explicit de­

scription of this oriental rite of' blood-oovenanti!Jg in 

the writiJJBS of Herodotus:28 

How the Soythians make covenants in the fol­
lowing manner, with whomsoever they make them. 
Having poured out wine into a great earthen 
drinkins-bowl, they mingle with it the blood of 
those cutting covenant. s trikiDB the body of each 
person haviDg a part in it ,vi th a small knife 1 
or outtiJlg it slightly with a sword. There­
a:tter, they dip into the bowl . sword, arrow, 
axe, · anc1. ,Javelin. But while vhey are doing 
t his, they u~ter ~ 1nvokinss of ourse upon 

. a breach of the oovenanti and, afterwards, 
not only those who make the oovenant, but those 
of their followers who are of the highest rank, 
drink ott the wine miJJgled with the blood. 

The Latin his torian Tacitus sives reoo:rds of a simi­

lar. rite between the leader o:t the Ibernians and the Kins 

of the Armenians to establish a f'irm peaoe between the 

t~o nations.29 According to Sallust and Florus,3° Cati­

line and his fellow conspirators entered into a blood 

covenant to overthrow the Roman republic. Oehler find& 

86.. Cf. ,~ehl, Zei taohrif't f'uer Aemtisoha Sprache, 
e:rstea Bef't, 18815, P• 16; reoorled 1n !rumbiiii, !Ra•...!!!•, 
PP• 83,84. a,. Ot,era, P• 5461 of'. T1"111Dbul.l, !I.• .2!!•, P• 158. 

as. Biat. • IV, 'IO, quoted in ~b'llll., _g_. !!!·, 
PP• 61.1 68. liao of. Herodotus, .!!I.•.!!!!•• IIr;-a. 

89. A:rmalea XII, 47: . of'. T1"'11Dlbul.l, .22,• .!!,!! .. , P• 60. 
30. Historiae, IV, l, 4; cat111Da, aap. XXII; of. 

Trl!!!__bull 1 !Ra• .!!!• , p • 60 • 
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rites 121 Livy, Plutaroh, and Homer31 1D eaaenoe similar 

to that employed by Jahweh 121 the rat1f1oat1on of' His 

oovenant with .Abraham, Gen. 15:17. 

Covenant-makiDB has been a world-wide oustom. T:rwn­

bull find.a evidenoes of' oovenants among the legend&17 lore 

of' the lforseland peoples, in .China, 14adagaaoar, Borneo, 

Polynesia, and the native races of' North and South .Ameri­

oa.32 Stanley and Livingstone personally entered into 

man..v blood-cove.mmta 4ur1Jlg their ~ourne1s through Afrioa.33 

These covenants recor~ed in seou.lar history were oon­

sidered no less b~DdiJJg than those of the aaored histor­

ians. Espeoially is this true of blood-oovenanting which 

was regarded as the oloseat, holie~t, and most indissoluble 

oompaot conceivable. "Suoh a covenant ale~~ involves 

an absolute surreJider of one's separate self', and an ir_­

revooable merging of one's individual nature into the clD.al, 

or the IIIQ.ltiplled, personality inoluded in the oompaot.n34 

These aeoular covenants ,vere not devoid of their reli-

Zl. Livy, I, 24; Plutarch, 1;est. Rom., oap. IIIi 
Homer, Iliad, III, 298tt. ~. Oe7ir, !I?,• ill•, P• 1'16. 

32. TZ'llmbull, .21.• !!!•, PP• 39-66. 
·zz. Ibid.,»»• 13-16; 18-ZB. 
34. Ibid., P• 204. Dr. J.G.Wetzateln reports on t~• 

oloaely b1id'.lng nature of a blood-covenant of two. trana­
Jc,rdrm. :peoples: •the marri&Be of a man and woman between 
whom this oovemdlt of blood .exists is .held to be inoeat." 
Spraohliohea aua den Zeltlyern 4er sq1aohen llleate, l>• 
J5:J'; quoiel in !rraminiii, .9.1.• oil. 1 p. b. liao of •. Cl1arlea 
Xent, ~he Heroea an4 Cr1aea o"!'1rarlz: Hebrew B1atio!'7. :p. 
190. . · . . ·. . 
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gioua elements. Oatha oalliJ:lg upon the gods to bring dOWll 

wrath upon tbe tranagreaaora of a oovenant oontraot were 

oommon praot1oe everywhere~ The ano1ent Sem1t1o neigh­

bors of Israel alao tboqht of themselves as being 1n a 

oovenant relatio:aship with their gods. Their goda were 

believed to be bound ,o them 'b7 ties of kinah1p. vhioh. 

it was th0'118ht, oould not be broken. Just as a ohief­

tain might not like the oonduat of his tribe. but was 

s till foroed to help lest the tribe and he be des~royed, 

so the national god must resaue hia people. whatenr 

their morals. or he would have no worshippers, and so 
35 

YIOUld be DO god. 

It is in relation to suoh an historioal baokgrOUJld 

that the oovenant oonoept in Old Testament theology must 

be aonsidere4. ~he worda of Kurtz regarding this rel~ 
36 tion and independenae of aaored oovenants are in plaoe: 

A oomparieon of the religious apbola of 
the 014 ~estarnent with those of anoient hea­
thendom ahowa that the ground uc1 the .:start­
ing point .of thoae forms of religion whioh 
found their appropriate expreaaio~ 1n symbols 
was the same 1n all oases; · while the his­
tory of •oivlllzation proves that. on this · 
point, priority oarinot .be ola1me4 b7 the Ia­
raeli~es. But when lnatituting suah an in-. 

za. George Barton,.& Biatorz: of the -Hebrew People. 
PP• &5 .. 66. Here Barton rims a alplHoant Utferenoe 
in the worship of Israel: ~,:Yahweh's relation to Israel 
was. however. titterent. It was a oovenaat relation. 
and, if Israel di~ not fu.U1~1 its part of the bargalnj 
Yahweh would be free to oaat them off 11114 ohooae ano­
ther people.n 

as. Bist~ of the Old Covenaat. Vol. I. P• 236; 
quoted by !i!rwa 1 • .!I.• .!!!!.•, P• i!bi. 



quiZ71 , we shall also find that the S7J11bola 
whioh were transferred f'rom the re ligiona · 
of nature to that of the spirit first paase4 
through the fire of divine purif1oat1on, 
from whioh they issued as the d1stinotive 
theology of t he Jewsi the ~roaa of a pan­
the1st1o deifioation of nature having been 
oonaume4 • 

• 

16 
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OLl> TESTAJ.IEH REOOllDS OP BUKAB OOVSBAftS 

There are two olasses of' oovemmtsment1oned 1D the 

Old ~estament-~•those between men and men, aD1. those be­

tween God and men. The 1dea of' human oonvenanting did 

not find its origin in the Divine, but, as we ha,re seen, 

ooYenants between men even in Israel were in keeping with 

the general soo1al pattern of the d&.7. Rather, as Da­

vidson points out, "it may be a sum.ad that the ideas as~ 

sociated with the ••• divine oovenants are secondary, 

~ transferred from oovenants among men.8 '1 

The oovemmt takes on varied forms 1n sacred his­

tory: personal covenants between iDdividuala, interna­

tional alliances or leagues, oompaots betv,een victors and 

their vanquished, and oovenanta with d1st1not1ve reli­

gious purposes and signif'ioanoea.88 

The"olasslo eJCample of' a personal covenant between 

two individuals 1s that of David an4 Jonathan, l Sum.el 

18:l.-4.: 

AD4 it came to pass I when he had made an 
·end of' speaking unto Saul. that the soul of' 
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, an4 
Jonathan loved him as his own soul ••• Then 

87. .11onenant7• !i.• !!!• • »•· 510a. 
za. A olear oonoeption of the covenant relation oan 

only be determined by limiting investigation to those 
oovenanta expreaaq termed as suoh. 
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Jonathan and Davi4 made a ooTenant (oarath berith), 
beoause he love4 him as hia 01111. soul. 1ii4 
JonathllD stripped himself of the :robe t;hat; wu 
upon him. an4 gave 11; to David and hia ga:r-
ments, even to his sword, 11114 to his bow, 
11114 to his g1r41e. · 

~he motivation for the oovemmt; was a deep-aeate4 love 

whioh spontaneously broke forth into the oovenant. It 

was an aoknowledgment an4 oonfirmation of thei:r mu.tual 

feelings. As an outward manifeatati~n Jonathan preaente4 

the personal gifts to David, to whom his soul was now 

:fused. So olosel7 v,ere these two '11D1te4 that "Jonathan 

001114 oppose the evil intentions of his father Saul. out 

of his love for David, ah. 20:e. 9. David signified his 

respeot fo:r this oovenant even after the death of Jona­

than, when he invited and maintained Jpthan1 s scm 

Eephibosheth at his table, 2 Sam. 9:5-13. 

~he oovenant between Jaoob and Laban (aen. Zl:48-66) 

not only brousht together two persona who had been at 

odds but also 11J11ted two families. Jaoob had aroused 

the ire of Laban beoauae of his unann~1JJI.Oe4 departure IIZl4 

beoauee Raohel ha4 seoretl.7 stolen. the household 14ola, 

v. 34. ne 1Dit1ative 1n. this vanaaotlon waa aaaume4 

b7 Laban no flllalq :realised that he wu 4.eallna with 

hie own flesh and blood. TT. -&a. "• A oai:rn waa r.ai■e4 

b7 Laban ( o:r both) to be a wi·tae■a • an4 apparentq alao 

a bO'IUIAU7 BIU"k. ~he te:r• o"l: the oovenan:t we:re that nel­

tller pa:rt7 ahoul.4 oventq t;:b1a 'boun4az7 to 4o _Jlaffl to the 
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other. · Jloreover, Jaaob waa boum .11.ot to 11att11otn Lab&.11.!a 

dauptera nor ~o take other wivea. ~he religioua element 

1a very strong. Bo btmHID •it.D.eaaea are mentioned, but 

Laba.D. appeal~d to the •Qod o-.r Abraham, aml the God of Ba­

hor, and the Goc1. of their -.rather" to wit.D.eaa an4 to ~uAge 

IIIQ" violation of the ooveD&11t, TT. 61, u.39 Jaoob, how­

ever swore "b7 the -.tear of h~a father Iaaao," that 1s, 

the One whom Iaaao feared with a hol7 fear, the God of 

Abraham, El Shadda1: of. v. 48. Another rel1g1oua tao­

tor was the aaor1-.t1oe o-.r Jaaob, T. M. So oloael7 were 

these two parties bOIU14 that the rat1f71ng oovemmt meal 

was be't;wee.11. brethren (•aohim), v. 5D. 

The oovenant idea also exten4.ed into the realm ot 1.D.­

te:rnational dealings. Aa earl7_aa the time of Abraham 

we have reoord~of a tormal oove.mmt made between Abraham 

and Ablmeleoh, King ot Ph111atia (Gen. 81:28-H) • The 

proposal oame from Ab1meleah who reoognized that Abraham 

was one blessed b7 God, v. aa. The term■ were atriot:q 

pol1 t1oal: 11Sweu UDto me here b7 God that thou Wilt 

not deal talael,y With me, nor with -,q- ao.11., nor with 1117 . . . 
son•a aon," v. 88. · !his involnd a DO.D.-881'9■ai0.D. »aot . . 
.along w1 th trade oonoeaaiona 1n oom,.eotiO.D. with the 1111• . . . 
o:e the well■ dug b7 AJ>raham. !his h-eat7 wu attemel. 

wZI. Laban apparentl:7 ha4. a po~elatlo oomeptl,O.D.. 
of Ool.i .D.Ote the pl.11ral fl~••• •• u. Jtell: Laban: 
atellt •naah· ael.ller polyt eal■ohe.11. Anaohauunc de.11. Golt 
Abz'abema au:t gle:lohe L1.llle lllt 4em Gott• •uor■ 11114 !!?he• 
raha," Blbllaoher Cmmnlllltar v.eber die B11.eoher Ko■•'•• Bz­
ater Baii1 dineala WWW &olua. P• ill. 
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with glfta on the 1art of Abrah• (sheep and oxen) • .AD 

almo•~- 14entloal oovemmt waa out _bJ' .Ablmeleoh with 

Ia~o, Gen. •26:26-38. D:• 01117 aUJ.tlona;a. rite 12:l ~on­

ne,otio'1 wi~h. this oovenant waa the meal or feast prov14e4 . . . . 

b7 Isaao the night before the covenant, TV. ZOf. "° . . . 

Other poll~iaal oov.ez:umta are alluded· to b7 the aa-. . ' . . 
ored writers: the _proposed aovenant betwee~ the .AmmoJ?.• 

ites and the men of Jabeah~~the paot between Ahab an.4 . . . . 
Benhadad whereb7 the o1t1ea stolen from Aaa woul4 be re-

" . . . 
turned to .Ahab, l Klnas 8Q:M;42 . and the alllanoe ~1 

• ■ • ~ 

Israel with Assyria, Hosea 12:l. .!I!~ b1n41Jlg nature of 

suoh alllanoea upon Israel ls 1llua~~ate4 1D the dealiJ:lga 

of Jerusalem with the Xlng of BabJ"lon, Ea. l?:18:tf. Baby-

lon had left JeZ'11Sal,m as a Y.aaaal state, restriotiJlg aq 

Thia oontraot Jerusalem . . . 

broke b7 senA~ng ambaaaa4ora to Emt. Beoa1µ1e JeZ'UBalem 

ha~ thus brok_en the o~th of, the o~nnan.t. the Lor4 through 

Ezekiel azm.ounaed the ooJDlJlg death of Jezuaalem•·• ~ 1D 
... . . . 

60. ·1t la aignl:floant that. all three h1lmaD oovenanta 
reoor4ed 1D Oeneaia were marked b7 the nNP1:ng of the pla►. 
ee o'f -tile oovell&lltlJ.iB: Jaoob calling the 'plaoe J41spah, 
.Abraham oalllng_ 11; Beersheba. an.4 Iauo Shebah .. 

. 41. 1 Su. . il:lff. Fued with the proqeot of de­
feat at the han4a o:f .Ammon. them• of Jabelib.-Clllead wen 
willlile to become vassals o~ Jnwon in ezohance :for theiz' 
11 vea... T~.a t]Je .AmmoD.1 tea ~ere 1'1.l.lW. ·to · F•t uac18z, the 
oon41'tion of: putt~ au.ii Ille z,~ght .e79• of the oi'Q"'■ 1D­
hab1 tBllt■·: · the · eventual naqu of the .01 "7 waa etteote4 
thz,oqg):J. 81111.l. 

'2 • . J'ozi enten.n.g into thi_a oov.-nt nth_ one llhoa 
the Lor4 ha4 a_ppoin.ted :for pud.llh-.ent, Jahnh tbrmgh JIU 
pziophet pz,·oo1&1M4 the 11Qen41ng cleatll, o~ .Ahal»• Te -• 
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Ba'b7l"on. v. 16. Jahweh resarded the break:111£ of the oa'th 

mde 1ZI HS:.a 'name a ·direot violation of Bia name. 

J:ven •thOUSh ·the men of Israel had been. ·duped 1Dt;o 

the ooveiiant With the G1beon1tea. st111 they reapeote4 

that oovemmt 11114. 414 not extermlD&te -the people. Josh. 

9. For brealclDg the brothe:r]3 covenant with Israel and 

selling oaptivea to its traditional e.r&eJI\V Kom • .Amoa an­

nounoecl the doom o:t Jahweh upon T,re. Amoa 1:9-10. 

Three oovel18Zlts between the national leaders and 

the people are dlreoted towuda the re-1natatement of the 

Divine Covenant With the people. The first ia that o:t 

Joalma with the people. Josh. 24:14-26. !l?hia oovemmt la 

a solemn bond laid b7 Joshua on the people. or.rather as­

sumed b7 the people at his suggestion. tllat they •01114 
• 

"serve Jahweh 1;he1r God." Joshua had alreacl7 8111101Uloe4 

his own resolution to serve: "But as :tor me and 11\V houae. 

we will serve the Lord (Jahweh) •" 24:16.. To this oon:te■-

sion. thepeople assented• an4 therefore Joshua oovemmte4 
. . . . . . 

(oarath berith) w1,h Israel to abide b7 the Uvln.e oove-. . 

mmt made through Moses• T~ aa.. .&s a •1 tneaa ~or this_ i-e~ 

uwal, Joah11& ereote4 a atona memo:i-ial un4er • ·an oak 'that 

was byi the _aano'lnlar7 o:t the Loi-4. n 

~he aeoonA religious li.'WDall. aoveunt,... that o~ Jo-

■1-11 'With- his ;people. 8 X1np 'Zlhl-&t· 

. .bl. the Jc1ag aent •. 11114 thq pthere4 ua­
to him all the'. elG.era o;f ~ah and Jeruaiem. 
And the king weal 11» ln.to the h01111e o:t tb.e , .. 



Lord, an4 all the men o:t Judah an4 all the 
1.Dhabitanta o:t Jenaalem with him, an4 the 
prieata,aan4 the prophet■, and. all the peo-

_ple, 'bom. amall &DA peat; and he reacl 1D 
their eua all the words o:t the oovenant 
whioh was :toua4 1n the house o:t the Lod~ 
.And the king stood b7 a pillar, an4 -d• · 
a oovenant be:tore the Lori, to walk a:tte:r 
the Lord, and to keep hia oommall4ment■ ad. 
his testimcmlea and his statute■ With all 
their soul, to per:to:rm the words o:t this 
oovemm.t that were w:r1ttan in this book • 
.AD4 all the people . stood ,o the oovenant. 

If; is :rather doubtf'ul that; Joa1ah1s oovenant was made 
' 

82 

with the Lord and not w11ih the people, :tor the aonatrua­

tion is wa~31kroth eth habbe:rith liphnee Jahweh, "to the 

:taoeoo:t Jahweh," o:r "before Jahweh," but not"with Jahweh."48 

St:riotly spealt1116, n oan hardly BIQ" that this oovenant 

was even made with the people, althOUBh the people a:ttei-. . 
warcla entered into the ooveDaDt-. T. a .• 44r fills oovemmt 

wu an engage•nt or bol'l4. asaa.med b7 Josiah and dittera 

11 t .tle 1D idea :tzoom that o:t a Tow .. 41 He ple4ge4 hiiD­

ael:t to ab14e 'bJ' the te:rma o:t the oovenant whioh the Lod 

ha4. made with Israel at Sinai. 

Zebklah'a ooffmmt with the people of Jenaalua 

(Jeremiah M) reYOl"Yed aroum ~ne aeatlo11. of the S1Da1tia 

CoT9Jl&Dt, f;he usage o:t Bebnw aezrvanta, L•T~ 81:Z9-4i6. 

Zedekiah had pe:r1111&4e4 the people to plaoe tb.e-•lTe■ ua-

4iZ. Cp. the aeotion on "ll~loa 11114 !re:rmlnolog.," 
Pl>• '• '• 

M. l>a'fictacm. •cov9Ull1i," .!I.• ~-• P• llOb. 
-&D. !hie aeme 1■ eveD oleue:r when Jfe■e'lciah ■QII, 

"It 1■ 111. mine heut to mu:e a ocrnmm.t •1th the :Lod. 004 
o:t Israel," a cuon. 891·10; o:r •. JG•• 10:8-. · 
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de:r thia p:roTiaion. but the;r aoOJL tu:rn.ed am again en­

slaTed the Hebnw aerT1111.ta. For this T1olat1on of the 

· oath an4 ooTenant Jahweh ann01U&oed the wrath of God qon 

the people, Je:r. Z4:I0: 46 . . 
I will giTe them ill.to the hams of theiz' · 

enemie■ an4 into th.ands of them that seek 
their 1!:te ;• an4. the~ dead bo41e■ shall be 
:tor meat unto the :towla o:t the heaven, an4 to 
the ~east o:t the earth, · · 

An -xarn1nation o:t all these human. ooTenanta 1n sa-

ore4 histo:17 a4m1ts _s~Teral obaenationa regardi.Dg the 

oonoeption of the Jewish mind with :respect to the ooTe-

nant idea. ~he bond between David an4 Jonathan empha-

sized rather stronsly the emotional, tlle spontaneousness 

whioh at times 1111rroUD4s covenant-makins. The berith 

was often a Juridical prooee41Dg, an4 the relation be-

tween the two parties was a legal one: ~hua the com-

pacts of Abraham and Ablm.eleoh, Jacob and Laban, an4 

othe:ra. where the terms were _at:riotly defined. A berith 

was the common form o:t an -international agreement. It 

was somethiDg whioh not only Jahweh but tlle people thea­

selna regarded a■ ~1n01:ag1 as :tor ezample Israel'■ treat- ~ . . 
ment · o:t · the G1beon1 tea. It waa aome'lib1 ng, ·•h1oh at t1.mea 

46. ~he statement■ that these three oovenan.t■ be­
tween the natio1111l lea4.era anc1. thepeople should be 1Dte:r­
prete4 to 1DAiaate t~e leader■ aa me41ato:ra (op. a 
IC1Dga 11:lf) 1.DYolna ·aewral amall 41ff1oultiea: If 
the■• were diT1:ne coven.an.ta mediated through 1D41~1duala, 
the 1n1tiat1ve would zieat with JahWeh; the aonatrROtion in 
the ooTenant of Joalah (liphnee) has no paralell 1n aove­
nantiJlg (but of.~. 1:1 ti•4~•h); and 1D ho inatanoea 
the lea4.era ple4Bed ,ihemaelves=.rore approaahi.Dg the people. 



was not onq an obligation or •~asement ma.tuall.7 agreed 

u:_pon, but also something imposed by one party on another 

(Joshua, Zadekiah), or assumod by a person himself (Jo­

siah)! 

Finally, it was a religious aot of the highest order. 

The oovenants ware ordinariq ratified by an oath (ahevu-

"ah). -· it was this oath whioh d1st1Dgu.1ahed the cove.mmt 

from ordinaz'y oontraots or agreements.49 De oalllng up­

on J~weh as a witness, the aaarlf'iaial offeriDSB and the 

aurae invoked by eaoh party on himself 1n aaae of viola­

tion added to the religious 1mplioations of tbe covenant. 

The covenant among men 1n the Old Teatalll8nt, then, 

was in harmoQ" with tho social life of the entire Semitlo 

world. It wau the highest token of friendship and love an 

individual or nation could offer; it was the moat aaored 

thir:tS oonoeivable. It was as tholJBh God Billlielf' were 1n 

a relation to them • 

.A.n4 into thllt mind and oonceptlon God c1.1d move. It 

was to this pattern of thoqht and val.Us-the most ef-
. ., 

i'eotive method of oomiJJg to grips with the Semitic maJULer 

of th1DJcing-that Jahweh adapted B11Dself~ And out of that 

movement; of God into history oame the gr&Jl4 oow~t• ~ 

the Old 1!eatament, all alpif'71JJB the ' graae of co4-ea~ 

to):,e i-~•4 out on the worlct thraa.gh Him who beoame. the 

lle41ator of the Eternal Covemm.t. 

49. c~. Davidson, "Covenant" _g_. oit., »• DlOb OD. 
oovemmt aa a 'apozvm I for •• oa1;h" 'Di soiiii" :lnatBDOe■• 


