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against the 1dolatry of the Catholice combinad with the

resentment agalnst the persecutions to causme the Iconoclastic

outbreak, Strada deseribes the set-up sa follows;

"The people paritly corrupted with heresie, partly
dreading the Inquisition, exceedihgly favoured

the hereticks that fought to overthrow that judicature.™*

In a period of two weeks every church and monestery,which
could bo attacked in safty, was plundered and rnined by
gmall groups of rioters. In four or five days four hundred
eloisters were plundored in Brabsnt and Flanders. **

Jugt whet thet little country could do with four hundred
monaateries bosjides the numerous shurches needs to be
oxplained., If the monesteries were =nything like their
Spanish ecounterperts, they indulged in trade, If thet wss
the csse, we oasn rest assured that the merchsnts would have
no interest in preventing the destruction of their tex-free
competitors. The odd thing sbout the whole riot 1s that
the numbers involved were smsll == very smell., Cnly one
hundred men desecrated the Antwerp churchest™* Vho but
them up to it ? Thet is one of the mysteries of h!Qto:y.
The men behind it heve never been discovered. The iadlcal
Reformed leaders looked upon tpe movement with favor; but

§f they were directly involved, they took their seoret with

*  pHigtorianh History of the World, P, 402, Vol XIII
** Schiller, Revolt of the Netherlends, P. 196
*¥% Notley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol II, P, 28
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them to the grave, where many of them were socn to go.
Another odd thing about the riot is that all seemed either to
be terror-stricken or to be in favor of the sctions of the
rioterse. ?hn Catholic offiecls, who were in: charge of cer-
tain towns, were too frightened to take sction. The
Calvinists, of ooufse. did not interfere with the rioters.
The regent made the error of becoming frightened and :c2lling
her counellors to her instezd of sending them ovt to put

down the riot.

The Bilderstuermer riot hzd two reyulta: 1, It obtained
temporary tolerstion for the Calvinists, 2, The moderste
Catholics turned sgeinst the Calvinists and the Confederates,.
The £irst was immediately apparent. The Regent was forced
into signing & decree, "The Accord". The Accord promised
that the Reformed should have liberty to worship in the
places vhere such worship had alresdy taken place and that
the members of the Compromise were to be hecld blameless for
their deedse.* The inquisition was to be sbolished. In
return the Lesgue of the Nobles was disaolved. Im complisnce
with the Accord the nobles went out and restored order
throughout the Netherlands. Willtam of Orange restored the
churches in Antwerp to the Catholics and his presence there
gave the magistrates the courage to heng three of the

* ldmundson, Cambridge Modern History, Yol III, P 209
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of the Bilderstuermer. To the Protes;mnta he gave the right
to have three pleces to used as places of worship, either
housea or churches (to be built by the Reformed)e They
woro allowed to hold services on Sundays and holidays.
There were some catohs in this toleration. The preachers
were not to attack the ruling rellgion._ Wo religious perty
was to mcintain more than two clergymen, native Netherlenders.
At the elections = govermment offic2l was to sttend and to
gend in a report,. - :
The second resnlt wsas not spparsnt until December, 1566,
when Magragret in spite of the Accord declered the Town of
Valenciennes to be in a state of rebellion and asent troops
ageinst 1t.. The Catholies were no longer intgrasted in
fighting for freedon and gave support to the government.
By this time Margoret had received money with which she was
able to recruit Germsn and Walloon troops (loyal to Charles
of Egmont). ZThe various bands whiech sprung to srms in
defence of their newly won rights were quickly put down by
the trained soldiers. Marnix of Tholouse led the attasck
againat Antwerp hoping, no doubt, thst William would open
the getes to him. This ermy (?) was attscked by Philip de
Lannoy, half of whose troops came from Egmont,* and was
utterly defeated, William of Orange kept the Calvinistie

* Motley, Rise of the Dutch Repudblie, Vol IX, P, 125
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mob from aiding the invading ermy, or a8 he said from

being killed by the victorse In April the town of Valenciennes
surrendereds Thirty-six of the leaders werehung and the
Reformed religion benished. ZThere wes no more hope. After
vainly tyying to persuade Egmont to join him, Orange fled

to his ancestoral home at Dillenburg. Schiller gives the
reasons why the others also fled:

"The town (Antwerp) bound i1tself to prohibit the
Calvinistic form of worship. === All those who being
dubious of obtaining a pardon, preferred banishment,
were to be allowed a month to place themselves in
safty. === Immedistely upon the conelusion of the
tresty all Galvinist and Luthersn preachers in
Antwerp, and the adjoining territory, were warned

by the hersld to quit the country in twenty-four
hours, === All children were rebaptised by

Roman Catholic Priests,™ *

"From the beams of the roofleass churches gibbets
were errected for those who had profanced the
sancturies of the Roman Catholics. ‘The places of
executions were filled with corpses, the prisons
with condemned victims, the highrosds with
fugitives, === Innumerable were the victims of this
{earto£ mgrder: in the smellest towns fifty at
8880e

The people streamed out of Eollang into North Germany;
Sweden, and England. While they were not always able to
take out much of their worldly goods, they were able to
take with them their technicel knowledge, Before this time
English wool had been aent_to:ﬂlendorg to be mede into eloth,
but now the Flemish workmen csme to England bringing with

* Schiller, The Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 864
** Ibia
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them the induatriel know-how, The English welcomed them

. with open arms and before long the ships were carrying
English cloth instead of English wool to the Continent,
The merchants who had opersted in the Walloon provinces
get up shop, first in Holland and then when th;ngs became
too hot, they moved to Emden and London. Naturally at the
moment these things were not aspparent either to Philip or

to Williem., &Everything looked 2s 1f the Counter-Reformestion

and Philip‘s dospotism had conquered., Everything seemed to
have worked out according to plan. Ine Bishops could now
rule without any opposition upon the part of the Reformed.
The Inquisition could open up shop without having to worry
about being shot in the back. A4ll Fhilip had todo was to
welcome bsck into the f£0ld of Churoh and State the Catholie
populence of the Netherlands. This populanece, which a few
months before had been turning Calvinist, now was doing its
best to show that it was made up of loysl children of the
Church of Eome.
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"The Use of Force
Under The Duke of Alva

Philip, however, was not willing to forgive and
forget. The people not only f£led the reinforced power of
the Church and Margaret of Parma but the advencing army of
the Duke of Alva. For Philip was not content with his
victory. Ee wished to make doubly sure the victory won
by his nobles of the Netherlands, so now he sent ten
thousand Spanish veterans under the command of his moat
able commander., The people in Southeran Balgium had no
choice but to flee. Resistance wes impossible. Leat we x
forget, Belgium has no great natural frontiers as hsd been
demonastreted by the laattwo great wars. Philip now aimed !
totreat the Netherlands as he treated his Italian provinces,
but he forgot that he .owed his rule of Italy to his slliance
with Genoa as well as his ermy. He also fofot thet Spain
ruled the outlet of the Mediterranesn but England and
Holland ruled the North Alantic. Fhilip also forgot that
Eolland; which is well prbteoted by rivers, ( an obstacle
even today ) can control the harbora of Belgium eassier than
Belgium can control the harbors of Holland. Philip was yet
to lesrn that the strength of the country lay in the North
where the ships were oonoentrated: These hhipa transshipped

his grain from the Basltic to Spain
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Fhilip had madeup his mind and so sent Alva and his
men to orush the defented Netherlends. His firat sot was
to arrest the most suspected of the nobles, the very men
who had Just orushed the Protestant movement, the chief of
whom were Counts Hogne and Egmont. Williem had warned Egmont
to flee the aountry, but he trusted in the good will of
Philip, whom he hed seved feithfully. The two nobles were
subjected to an imprisonment of severasl months during which
time they were cut off from all records =2nd legel sdvice.
Their triasl was in direct defiance of the laws of the
Notherlands, which demanded trisl by one's peers (that is for
nobles). The triel was a farce snd the two were condemned
end sentenced to death. The charge was that they had aided
the "Beggera" in their traitorous actions, The result of
this action was that the two ‘-became martyra and the hatred
for the Spaniards grew.

The next steps were to put the Decrees of Trent back :
into force, sbolish the "Moderatio” (already a dead letter),
and promulgate new edicts sgainst the heretics. The
Inquisition in Spain had declared the whole nation guilty
of tresson, both Catholics and heretics. The loyal Catholics
were considered guilty because tyny had not stopped the
overt acts of the Rebels or of the Calvinists. ZThey might
be punished, if they merely knew sbout the Calvinistie
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meetings and did not report them. Gnglty of death if they
d1d not report meetings, which were knmown to all.,* Alva
immediately set up his"Council of Troubles" (Council of
Blood", Its function was to prepare the aenﬁences of those
whom the govermment (Alva) had decided to punish, It wes 4
above all courts., The Council of Blood commenced operatiom .
The great sin was to be rich. Trisls were mere farces,
Many were summoned before the court; but those who could get
away had the good sense to do so. Those who were of =
belligerent nature took either to the woods or to the aQﬁ.
There they could be reasonably safe from pursuit. Those who
were suspected often received warnings from the local magim-
trates.™ As always the blood of the martyfa turned out to
be the seed of the Church, As cruel as the tortures were,
they were met with coursge,which wes just as bold es the
tortures were oruel. The executfoners were forced to sesl
the mouths of the condemned with hot iron plates to keep
them from presching at the stake., gt
While these acts were going on in the Hetherlsnds,
William and his friends wore busy in Germany attempting
to raise troops. Ehey__n!tarad from the l2ock of money
and lack of sympathy on the part of the Lutheran Princes.

* Schiller, Revolt of the Netherlands, P.290.
** Prescott, Philip XX, Vol II, p. 211
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The Inthersns sew no rescon o helyp the Celviniate to
become powarful in the Hotherlends. The morcensry troops
of Cermany, on the other hend, wore rendy snd willing to
sorve, if there wae cesh on the line. FWhile 1 gonia ;ot'flnd 1t
anywhere, 1t 18 highly probable that the Germen Frinces
hed 2 source of Anformetion iIn their mereensry chiefs
who hed sorved under Alve in Itgly. It 1s Lnown that the
German princes wnrned ¥illiem that he could not secomplish
onything against Alvae.* It can not be denied thet theme Erinces

d1d not want to fight cgoinet the beat srmy 4n the world.

titho were they to d!o_ln a loat ceuse, which wea not of thekr
naking? The Emperor, who had no objections to hurting
Philip, 414 not waent to ceuse his cousin to auff&r any
vermenont loss. It must not be forgotten thet these mrinces
hed very little money, they were sll living es Villiam had
1lived in aouch n fashion soas to eat up thelr cspitel.
The attempta to collect money from the Calvinists did not
meet with any more success thaon d1d the requests to the
Imthersn Zrincos, |

Time efter time invasions were attempted but =11 to

no avelle If battles were fought, the vetoran well-
treined troors of Alva clwsya won (oxeept once at Helligerlee).
If no battles were fought, the srmies of Williem snd the

* liotley, Rise of the Dutch Republie, Vol II, P. 278
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the other patriot leanders degenerated into undiseciplined
mobs, The same misteke was made each time.m The army Ion}d
invade Fléribre, where the bulk of the Celvinist population
lay. The patriots hoped that the populance would revolt,
but there was no natural cover for en ermy. While Belgium
ia open to invasion, there sre no natural barriers where X
anfnvading srmy csn stop to catoh its bresth. The invasion
should have been made via Hollande There behind the pro-
tection of the rivers, the army would have a chance to
oatoch its second wind before receiving the oounte: attack,
It was simple to transport troops through Germany, where
the Erinces were friendly and where the Emperor requested
w11113m_not to teke action sgainst Philip but never took
the trouble to stop hime It muat be remembered that
William mustered all the srmies of these invesions on
German soil, :

It was a lost csuse for which Willism wes fighting.
The man who wes to give the grestest boost to save that
ceuse wes not Willism but Philip. FPhilip remembered that
in the days of his father the Netherlands hsd been anc
asset not a debt on the books of the Spanish Empire.
He dia not wish to be dependent upon the Estates-Genersl
for his money. His sim was that grand aim of =ll dgctétoru
the collectinZof taxes directly from the people. In March 1569
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Alva demanded and got from the Eutates-General a ten ;
pereent sales tax, on wholssale as well as retail transcations,
?a also obtained a tax of five percent upon every tiasnsfer
of real eatate. There was also to be 2 tax of one percent
upon all property both real estate and personal property.
The Netherlsnds was a commercisl netion and immediately
recognized the dmpgersin such a sales taxe It meent that
they could be undersold in every market in Europa. It
meant that Antwerp could no longer be tye gxuhange cagitdl
of the world. Who would buy and sell in Antwerp, when they
ocounl.d buy and sell for less in London or Emden? They

. were herd-headed business men., They would do anything but
allow ,such a foolish sales tax, The fact of the metter 1s
thet sfter some preliminary querrels they voted the seme
amount in taxes but not in s sales tex. At the seme time
Alva, who hed no scruples sbout confiscsting goods on which
money wes owed to English merchants had the tnbias reverged.
The iiva-Spanlah treasure shipa, which ﬁere bringing 450,000
Duoats to pey his troops, were !qrnaﬁ into Plymouth by the
Dutch Sea=Beggers. Queen Elizabeth, who wsts Qhort of

money herself snd desiring revenge, pescefully confiscated
both the ships and the gold. Alva hed to have money &o the
Estates-General voted him 2,000,000 Florinasto be paid in

two years,

RO
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In order to keep the record straight we muat mention
the pardon issued by Philip in 1570, He gent four perdons
to Alva, who was to pick tho one whioh would bost £it the -
situetion. The exceptions in this co-called pardon embraced
practicslly all of those who had not been perfect Catholics
or exceptionally loyal subjects of the King,* To: say the
least the pardon accomplished@ nothing but to cesuse the ‘
Calvinists to hate more and the Catholics to distruvet a
man who promised on thing and gave another, _

While the merchants and the politiesns wore arguing with
Alva in a vain effort to get him £o forget about the
proposed Sales Tax, other men took sction. Wken the poople
of Southern Netherlands hrd to flee, they fled either overland
to Holland where they took ships to Emden or they took shis
directly to England. ILaw:were pessed against the shipmesster s,
who were giving pasesge to the fugitivea. ** Vhile I have
not found it irn print, 1t is loglcal thet after the coming
of Alve the cerrying of fugitivee wes carried on by the same
class of men, who later turned pirate. These roughi and
reedy chsrecters of the woterfront kept not records or books,
Individuals who are flirting with desth do no' leave
ineriminating evidence where 1t can be found. Some of the

retugéae would get jobs assalloras on these smuggler orsft.

* Cambridge Modern History, Vol III, P. 285,

** lNotley, Rise of the Dutoh Republic, Vol I¥, P. 194,
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In those days it wes but one step from héing o merchant
engaged in a little sumggling to being n'prlvataor or
pirates. The Dutch mg;ohanta and sailors, who were ruiged

by Alve's persecution, learned a great pegl from the English
merchant-pirate princes.* Drake, Hawlins, snd the like
aet an example which the Dutch were soon to follows They
hated the Spanish, who hed robbed them, They had connections
in the Netherlands, from whom they could get informstion.
There existed at thet time a sitvation, which looks queer

to me, certain of the Dutch ships could trade with Spein
withont any trouble from the privateers., I sm nct suggest-
ing thet these good servents of‘the King of Spain had
arreements with the Sea-Beggersa, but many of these men hsd
traded with emch other for years, All og the Dutech ma?ehants
hod hed connectiona with England.* WVhen these ceptains left
home, they took their ships with thems All the merchent
ships of North Europe were cepable of being transformed

into warships. 411, that was needed, was cannon on the

doock end a crew. The cannon were suprlied by the English
and the orew came from the mob of exiles, whose friends

were being killed end robbed by the Duke of Alva. William
fgsued Letters of Margue to these men snd England honored

¥ Merrimen, Rise of the Spsnish Empire, P. 294,
*#% 1b1d, Quoting Blik, De Watergeusen in England. -
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them as belligerentsa.

While Alva was crushing all opposition on land; the
"Gueux de Mer"™ on their e:rmarohnntmap. with patched sgila;
armed with second-hand cannon, and manned by thieves snd
patriots,made the channel unsafe for Spanish shipa. The
government (Spanish) of the Netherlands had no naval power
of importance.* Those of the merhcants who.were loyal to
the king began to receive letters, telling them that their
ships were overdue, This d1d not inorease love towsrds a-man;
who wanted thei; texes but could not protect them. Although
no one realized 1t at thet time, Spain could conquer land
and the quiet lediterranean, but only the fast all-weather
ships of North Europe could control the Alentic. Such ships
were owned by England, Holleand, snd Zesland. By Februsry 1570
three hundred ships had been tasken by the Sea-Beggers. By
April the number of ships engsged in this trade(?) hed
risen to eighty-four, William attempfed to control them but
the control had only thias effect that & certain amgunt of ;
the loot resched William. He appointed William von der Mark,
Lord of Iumey (Count de La Marck) to be Tord Admirsl of the
Sea~Beggers. La lhgch not only failed to - reform the evil
habita of the Sea-Beggers but joined full-heartily in their
worat practices. Beynnﬂ&tﬁlswattempt no control was ever

* Geyl, Revolt of the Netherlends, P. 1ld.



