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INTRODUCTION

By way of introduction to this Thesis I would like
o retell the story of the Tunersl services for Chzarles
V in Brussels. On December 29, 1555 the procession of
three thousand monks, priests, nobles, and bishops
passed thiougzh the streets of Brussels. There were ban-
ners, flags, and floats representing the emperor's sch-
ievenents. Also the auiet symbol of departed power;
twenty-Tour riderless horses bearing the arms of a king-
dorm oxr a duchy over vhich the desd men had reizned.
"'he next day, the same procession wound its way to the
Cathedral where before the altar stood & coffin decorat-
ed vith the dead man's armns. Splendidly aperelled ladies
and gentlenen thironged the huge building to hear Willianm
of Orange, who carried the Imperial sword, cry loudly as
he struck the coffin with that weapon: 'He is dead.t
There was & great hush in the crowded nave as he paused
struck again and intoned: 'He shall remain dead.' A
- third time the sword rapped hollowly upon the enpty
coffin and a third time the wvoice ranged out: 'lie is dead
and there is another risen up in his place greater than
he vas,' With his free hand, William flung.beck the
cowl coverins the face of e sombre, shrouded figure be-
side hinm snd revealed Xing Philip." *-

*philip 11 of Spain, by David Loth, page 120.
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Yes, Charles V was dead znd a greater risen in his
place, Charles had had the misfortune to have to Tigzht
the greatest religious leader, since the time of St.
Paul. His son, who vas to be the greater, had the mis-
Tortune to have to fight 2 small nation of merchants led
by & penniless nrinece., That day in Brussels all thought
that Philip would be the greater who would arise, bub
history has showvn us that the Prince of Orange,who paid
this homage to rhilip, vas the greater who was to arise,
Loperor Meximilian had bullt the great Hapsburg Empire,
Euperor Charles V had consolldated it; but Philip started
it on the road down, which ended when the last Hapsburg
lost his throne in 1916, The descendents of VWilliam of
Orange still rule over his adopted lend, and pave even
ruled over the land of Philip's greatest enemy, Elizabeth,
Twvo worlds met in conflict In the fertile flat delta
country of the Rhine. The dying Medievel lorld was try-
ing to fight the rising new Commerical Capitalistic World.
Yet the men who fought, built differently than they had
thought. William of Or:nge end his fellow nobles fought
Tor the feudal rights of th elr order but built & modern
state. Philip fought Tor the rights of an absolute king
and built a Spain which Fell into the hands of the nedie-
val inquisition. Spain with its lack of industry made
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the error of trying to Tight the most hizhly industrial-
ized area of her vast empire., Roman Catholic Snain
made the Brror of trying to uphold the Church of lome
with the sword; only to learn the truth of Christ's
words: '"For all they that tsikke the sword shall perish
with the sword."” Philip sent his general Alva into the
Netherlands with the intention of making the king ab-
solute and the Church of Rome supreme, Houever; the
physicel sword ylelded by Philip was turned against himg
so completely that the United Netherlands arosea s an
indenpendant country and protestantism beceme the dominant
religion,

The Netherlands up until the time of the revolt was
a union of a number oi provinces under a single king
as were most of the kingdoms of that day except England,
At the time of the Reformation Charles V ruled the
lletherlands because he vas t he Duke of Burgendy, origin-
ally a pert of France., Thus the French up until the time
of Napolean continually asserted their celaim upon the
Netherlands. The various cities had separate agreements
with the Duke (Charles V) as to their rule. The
various provinces met in the Estates Genersl, when they
dealt with their ruler, Charles. (He called them to-
gether £ifty times).* .

*¥PThe Historians History of the World, Volume X111,
page 371, quotdng Armstrong, Bdward.
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There was the connection by marriage with most of the noble
houses of Western Germany, perticulerly since Charles wes
the Emperor of the hmpire., Up until the time of Charles
many of the greater nobles had been practically independant
of any over-authority, in particular the house of Egnont.
iven Williem of Orenge was king upon papsr; even though
he had never ruled over the tiny principality.

The econonic situation in the Netherlands at the
tine of Charles V was of the best. The country vwas pros-
verous, bthe merchants were wealthy, and the looms were
busy weaving English wool into cloth., The Netherlands
had peid to the Treasury of Charles 1;200;000 crowns a
year regularly. They had paild in a five year period an
exbraordinary subesidy of eight million ducats.® The towns
were prosperous esnecially Antwerp where the foreign-busi-
ness houses were located. It was just a "Stoeck Markst
or an kzxbhange"™ with no ships of its own. Almost all its
trade was carried in Fforeign ships or in ships belonging
to the northern states, especially to Holland and Zealand.*
‘The lollanders were the sailors of the Netherlands. The
manufacturing center had the usual number of fluctuating
unemployed, who were recady to listen to any cry for frec-

dom and bread. The Gild System did not epply to the

*Devies, The Golden Century of Spain. P. 156.
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weavers vho had 1ittile chonce of proteeting thenselves
fron the cepltalists. Desldes the morcheonts snd the varkers

there vas present thet great 6lase, the nobles, They,
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naturall 1d no work beyoné a little speculation in
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ore in debt, they ¢ hard, end they
vere out of job et the time of Philip, who had replaced
thex by Spanierds in hic ermy =2nd by Spanish officials
who could over rule them in the affairs of the governuent.
Charles V had gttached the letherlends to the Crown
of Spain iIn order to surround Frence by Spanish territorye.
However, the possessors of the Hetherlands had to main-
tain o close nlliance with Englend, who had always wented
a fr»icndly power to control the coast on the opposite
side of the channel. This polley was to lead the stramg o
gituation that Englend was vwilling to hely» Spain to kecp
the French out of the Netherlends, but she was also will-
ing to hielp France koen the Spanich oute No matter what
night hepuen in the rest of the world the Spanish erovm
had to holéd the esstorn coast line of the Charnnel in oxder
to ™ile the woves. 4.8 vwe night note thg finelly left
Spein in posseseion of the southern Netherlands poris,
even thougzh without her knowledge, the rule of the wvaves
had passed o England. Spain spent her strength atienpdi- .

inz to keen the Netherlunds and trying to force an alliance
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upon the English by fair means or foul.,

Throuczhout all this period there is that strange
new political lineun caused not by desires of great prﬁzées
or the polices of the great states of Burope., There was
the unheard of lineup of the tovme of Netherlands with
her penniless princes--the very alliance for which Ulrich
von Hutten had worked so hard for during the kmights war
in Cermanyy There was the unheard of lineup of the pro-
.lcﬁariat vwith the rich merchents and the princes. There -
were knglish ships which were kept busy running guns ine
to the port of Antwerp.* Why did these men put their
necks into the lion's mouth? Why did the Lmveror of the
Holy Roman Lmpire wink at the reeruiting of soldiers to j

be used vo Ligzht his fellow Hepsburger Philin? There

was a new spirit which had inveded the territory for which
the Spanish kings were to spend so much money and blood.
In the year 1500 Philip 11 of Spain could have put over
his political ideas in the Netherlands without any trouble
th;tever. But in the year 1560 the Reformation had so
talken hold of the people that political frececdom became
gllied with religious freedom, !hile no-one can accuse
+he Dutch of failing to make an honest dollar by trading
with the ememy, when they could, the spark plug for their

revolt was furnished by those who were persecuted for their

*1,noyer, Lutheran Reformation Hotes, 19406,

%2 williem, the Silent, Wedgwood, p. 1ll5.
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falth, The refusal of Philip to come %o terms was always
based on the fect that the Netherlanders wished to have
freedoin of conscience and worship. This one motive re-
ligion made honest men willing to unite with the thieves
who eould help them, made workers willing to uniie with
merchants, made tovnspeople willing to unité with minces,
and made all willing to dle Tor their faith, and they did
die by the thousands. This was aided by the stupidity

of & lking who persecuted his loyal Catholic subjects and
drove bthem into the arms of the revolters and the waiting

Reformed liinisters.

#HUIZLARF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONOORDIA SEMINARY
W, LOULS, MO,
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Beginning of the Reformation,

In the yeer 1517 Erasmus came to Louvain in order
to bring =bout the triumph of "good letbers™ and "pure
piety."* Uhile Lrasmus wvas trying to bring about his
slow —ceform, another monk was busy nailing his Winty-five
Theses to the Castle Church door. The nposition of the
Hetherlands on the Rhine river and the fact that the
North Buropne commerce flowed through her vports made her
the lozicel catech=all for all new innovations religious
and other wise., The Wetherlands as a commercial center
had welcomed the new art of printing with open srms.

These new printing = hops welconmed Luther's new books as
only a nbulisher can, The Fapal Legate Aleander, while
on his way to WOrms; found it necessary to burn Luther's
boolzs at Ghent.

The reformetion found a fertile =oil in the nethér-
lanﬁs; vhere the clergy was corrupt as in most of Christen-
dom, Dlolk desceribes thexn thus: "There were many who
tFPouszht like knizhts instead of teaching the gospel lilke
clerty.?! They cared for ithemselves end their steeds, but
tossed their books aside and did not shame to load their
Tingers with »ings. Dice, gaming, and revelling till late

*l. Geyl, fhﬁ Revolt of the Netherlands, u. 52:

7p. Hisbory of the Netherlands, Blok, Volum 11,

P. 300, quoting Cornelius Aurelius, in Burmamus,

Hearienus iV p. 282.




In the monastic chronicles of Frieslend it was cleer that
‘the scculer clergy and the monks were experts st the art
of loose livingz. The extorbtions, the igznorsnce, intoxica-
tion, unchasteness, and the covetousness of the clergy
had become habitual not exceptional.* "sSpiritual instruec-
tion in the form of preaching and catechizing, vias woe-
fully neglected, and the sacraments very carelessly
disensed. In some placgs the places the young people
grew up in a state of utter neglect."*

The Tirst sccd of the reformation were sown in the
Hetherlands by the merchants, who often hed exira terri-
torial religious rights.* The German and Swiss troops

-

oi Charles at times were even accompeanied by their own
vastors, Lutheran, and Neformed., " liany of the Netherlanders
studled ab the universities of Geneva and Wittenberg.

The Lutheran doctrine was spread by the Prbr of the Antwerp
Auzustinian lionastery, Jacobus Preepositus, and the prior
of Dorérecht, Henry of Zutphen. The monks of the of the
Antwerp lMonastery were the first to suffer. The: monasg=-
tery wes Tazed and three of the monks dled, one in prison
and two at the stake, Honry Voes and Johm Esch. In 1521
thers came the Tirst placard from Charles, in vart: "That

the aforesaid llartin is not = man, but a devil undexr the

form of a man -- therefore all his disciples and converts

*#1, History of thae Netherlands, Blok, Volume 11,

Pe 300,
*2, History of the FPopes Pastor, Voluune X1V,

T e L e e B BRI LSS | Srime W == S
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are to be punished vith death and fqrfeiture of 21l their
coods."™ (This at the pope?s request). The zovernments
of Tolland like most of the governments was not opposed
to the "reform" of the Chureh but only to Luther, etc. |;
In 1522 Franoéis van Der lulst was &ppointed the head of
the secular inouisition, in 1523 Adrian V1 made him paml
inguisitor. In 1524 he was replaced by three papal in-
quisitors, ecclesiastiecs, but they found the same lack

of support upon the part of the popvulation, the clergy
end the officisls. The Bishops complained about these
interfcrences to thelr power but in 1525 Clement V11l
confirmed their power. The problem Tor the ingquisitors |
was to over come the oppodal tién of local governments,
which were even at the best opnosed to the inguisition
end at the worst pro-Protestant. But in spite ol their
efforts the reformetion spread, and in 1526 came the
Tamous exccution of John Pistorius, "His last moments I
vere illimuniated by hyrns sung to him by his comresdes
before the grating of the prison to which he responded
with the Thirty-first Pselm until an iron band vas put
arcund his throat and the bag of powder was lighteld on

his brenst; which deprived him of life before he wes

burnt to ashes, 'So that no memory uore of him could

*jotley, Rise of tho Dutch Republic, p. £7.
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linger.™™

By 1530 the wori of the Inguisition could be con-

e m—

S —

sidcred os accomplished, the obdurate had been put to
death, many had Trecanted, and a censorship had been es-
tablished. Yes, all the leaders and teachers had vanished
but spirltc of reforn wvas mlive. In spite of the ban there
were four edlitions of the whole Bible and twenty-Tive of
the llew Testament in eight yesrs.* The outward signs

of reform were gone but the movement had @one unﬂerground;
whtile the 1eude?a hed fled to kngland end to Imden from
whence thelr teaching went back to their homelend. TFor

to stop the movement of the new doctrines it would have
been necessary to close the Low Countries to trade, that
would never be. ‘The public executions had had their usual
result of arousing universal synmpathy for the viectius.

The Trequent rencual of the edicts, nene different times
in thirty yesrs, is a sure 1ndicatioﬁ£§1u zish and negli-
gent manner of enforcement, In certain provinces, as 1

Lusenbourg and Groningen the inquisition was never initro-

duced. In Brabent the inqguisition was rejected, by rizat

——

of the ancient privileges.
The.only concrete result was to push meny people in-

to the arms of the Anabaptists, who were ever ready to

¥1 Blok, History of Netherlands, . 31l.
#2 Blok, History of Netherlands, p. 312
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preach to any and to all at eny time, in any nlece., These
Anebaptists furniched the majority of the martyrs under

Charles V.* Although it is hichly possible thet the
Inguisitors charged thelr wvictims with being Anabaptists, {
when they were unable to r'ind another charge. The inabeptist
movenent was the casuse for the reluctance of the peonle

to renounce Cethollcism and turn te Lutheranism for thet

act would have left then open to .charge of Anabaptistism.

The nobles were wllling to proteet their Catholic subjsctso

from the Inquisition but all were azeinst the inabaptists.

is probably explains why men like Villiam of Orange vere |
willing to be considered Catholie even though at heart
they were not.
The grand result of the persecution was that fron
30,000 to 100,000 persons were killed for thelr feith.
High Tigures may be justified if we include the Lnebaptist

e s it st

victblinsg in the number, While we must admit that the !
writers of those days were Just as free with propaganda
as those of today, it is also true that masses of psople
were killed in the nizrations of the Anabaptista. It is i
.also true that if¢§iruve of Grottius is true (59, 000),
that would renuire the death of about 1,500 persons per

% Blok, History of the Netherlands, p. 317.
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year. That figure would not be too impossible, when

we consider the mass killings of the Anabatists, those
who dled in prison and those who were killed secretly.
On the other hand Alva reached only an average of 3000
killed per year in a period when the reformeation was at
its height and e corrupt council of judges was trying to
make money out of the dying. My opinion is that the fig-
ures are s‘bretphed unleé they included some of the per-
secutions under Philip., Von Ranke quotes the Venetian

Archives "For I am told by eminent persons of those

countries that more than 36.000 men and vomen have suffer- i
ed death at the hands of justice in little more than seven
years™ (1562).*¥ The last of the placards of Charles
appeared in September 1550, in which it was stated that
all convicted should suffer death, "By ﬂre; by the pit
or by the sword."* They should be burned alive; be buried
alive or be beheaded. This was for all who bought hereti-
cal books; copied them; or dealt :I.n.them., those who attended
conventicles; and all \\w;ho disbut;ed on the Scriptures, The
result of thirty years of persecution was mile; except
that calvini;.r;m was replacing Lutheranism with its doctrine
of "Obedience to the Powers that Be." 5

Calvinism ceme in slowly but surely from northern
France and England. Its pkinciple of resistance was will-
ingly welcomed by a people whbcwere tired of persecution
and martyrdon. Belgilm; as today, spoke French and the

*¥] Yon Ranke; History of the Popes, p. 12

*2 Prescott, Philip 11, p. 342
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Psalms of the French Professor Marot were welcomed by
the people. The meter was in the style of the popular
ballads and the melodies were "Catchy"* The people of
the Netherlands liked music and singiné end these psalms
were the part of the opening wedge, vhich was to let in
a flood of Calvinistic preaching. Charles and Philip
made the fatal error of conquering France and thus open-
ing the border to frade and the exchange of 1deas; Cal=-
vinism to the Netherlands. Then too the spirit of Calvin-
ism with its lack of reiigious holidays appealéd to the
hard working merchants of the Netherlands. They were
businessmen, not raréers who could také a day off with-
out it hurting their business. They wished to give 300

days a year to work, nottwo hundred as the Catholic.

* @Griffis, Story of the Walloons, P. 67
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THE STAGE OF FORCE.

A. Under Margaret of Parma

In the year 1555 the change began for the Nether-
lands, for in that year Charles V abdicated in favor of
his son, Philip, Whatever the sins of Charles might
have béen, hls people of the Netherlands loved him in
spite of them. He spent their money; persecuted their
Tellow cltizens, and ruined their trade, but they took
it and liked it; for Charles vas one of them. Charles
could drink his beer with the best of them and still walk
home, He used his loyal Netherlenders as his court offic-
els, =nd trusted them. Charles had been raised in the
Netherlands snd understooa that strange Northern love
for great show but yet ét the same time pmadtical results.
The merchants had been asked to lend (give) their money
while others did the dying to_win the laurals for the
Emperor. They knew that the merchants could go where-
ever they pleased under the protedtion of charles; while
on the other hand the &;ood Catholic emperor would vink e_tt
trade with heretics.

But in 1555 another sat upon the throne of Smin
and he did not waly in all the ways of his father. While
his father was a man of the vorld, a men,vho could speak
all the languages of his great emplre, Pﬁilip could only
speak Spanish with ease. He could not understand the
the cheerful and sometimes coarse merriment of his Flemish
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subjects. He had, no doubt, no desire to offend the
Flenings at first, but for him there was but one possi-
ble way to gzovern, and if the Flemings were blina enough
to dislike 1t; thet was their misfortune. That he or his
system could be wrong was out of the question.* That,
I feel, characterizes Philip better than all the other
reasons that have ever been given. The greatest fault

of Philip was.that he was the "Prudent Kingl' He spent
too much time doing things that he did not trust other to
do. While he was worryihg about details; others acted;
at times contrary to thc vl 11 of their Lings, but to the
disadvantage of Philip, the Prudent King. Another bit

of knowledge which reacted to his disfavor in the '
hethcrlands, "was the inowledge, which gossip had carried
before him, that in religion, then & burning issue in
fhe north, Philip was already an uncompromising Cath-
olic."™ "Phe universal sovereigznty of Spain and the
supremacy of the Catholic Church these were the two ideas
for which he had lived, uniting the two in his spirit to
one coherent maxim* When Philip reached Spain on his
return trip, "He is reported to have knelt dovn on the

shore and thanked Providence aloud for heving spared him

*1 Spain, Hume P. 109
*2 Philip 11, Walsh P. 105
*3 History of Netherlands, Blok,'Vol 111, P. 265

- e
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'To the sole end of exterminating the Lutherans,"*
Philip had the misfortune to have to fight to preserve
end consolidate the great empire which his father had
bullt up. He, in connection with his father; had made
the fatal error of choosing a council of advisors so
equally balanced that they were unable to agree to any
course of action. To this condition must be added the
natural slowness of Philip.

The great opponent of Philip was William of Orange;
one of the favdites of Charles V. William had been born
a Lutheran and had been raised in that faith unéil he
was eleven years old. Upon the death of his Uncle Rane;
he becamec his heir and William the Ninth of Orange. In
order to get this inheritance it was necessary that he
turn catholic; which change he freely and willingly made.
He became a favorite councilor of charles; and the .
general-in-chief of the army on the Freney frontier, BHe,
together with the Counts Egmont-and Hoorn, made up the
trio who really ran the country, in so far the policy of
the native Netherlanders was concerned, He had been sent
upon many diplomatic missions by Charles (the expenses
for which came out of his own pocket). It was probably

upon these missions that he built up his system of secret

*Philip 11, Mariejol, p. 91, quoting Regnier de lo_
Planche, De L*Etate de la France sous Francois 11,
Pantheon Litteraire, p. 219.
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agents in 8pain and Paris, For wWilliam had means of

learning not only what went on at the court of Philip,
but in his very cabinet and extracts; at timesfull eopies;
of the correspondence of Philip were transmitted to him, *
His relizious policy was one of tolerance; due no doubt
in part to his own personal change. He was hopelessly

in debt as were most of the nobles of the Netherlands.
Since there was nothing to be gained from Philip; who
mistrusted all who were popular; since he did not agree
with the prineciples of persectution lald down by Ehilip;
since he could hope for no financial gain fronm Philip;
since Philip copsidered him the cause of the trouble in
the Netherlands, therefore William.of Orange; the idol

of the people; was the logical man to lead the revolt for
freedom of life; and freedom of conscience., There was
one more point William was related to the princas of
Germany by birth; by his second marriage; and in spirit.
His greatest hope and greatest disappointment was to get .
troops and aid from themn,

It did not take fhiltp long to seize up the situation
in the Netherlands for the inroads of Calvinism were all
too evident to those who had eyes to see, In August 209
1556 he gave: the Jesuits permission to form settlements,
even though this was opposed by v1glius; the president of
the Council and always loyal to Philip.* Thinking that' this

latent effort at reform could not alone save Catholic

*)] Prescott, Philip 11, Volume 11, p. 75 -
*2 History of the Popes, Pastor Volume X1V, p.

e —————
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Church from the rapld advance of the Gospel; Philip decided
to reorgenize the church of the Netherlands. At that time
there were only two real Bishops in the country; those of
Tournay, and Arras. The remasinder of the territory be-
longed to the neighboring bishops in Germany of l!'rance;
thus Bishoprics were in no sense of the word subject to

the Licelesiastical Domnination of the King. In Spain at
this time the King had complete control of the church;
=ppointed the bishops and priests; and used the Inguisition

18 a means of strenzgthening the royal power as well as
guieting heresy.* This factor end the supreme secrecy of
its procedure was too well known to the Natharlanders;
who were not willing to give up their freedom without a
fighd. For unlike the people of 5pa1n;. they had a source
of power in their fleets and commerchl relations with all
of North and Protestant Europe. So now when Philip remat.ed
his father's request for fourteen nevf Bishops to the Fancy,
the people did not like it. The Popg being under the.thumb
of Philip and wanting to put down the Lutheran Heresy,
granted his request, In doing this the Pope made important
concessions to the Philip. The King received the right

to propose candidates for the fourteen new d:loceses,_
The King was to pay the Bishops from his own treasury,
until a fixed income was allotted to them. Included in

*Philip 11, Mariejol, P. 73
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the Bull was: "Each Bishops should appoint nine addition-
al prebendaries, who were to assist him in the matter of
the matter of the inquisition throughout his Wshoprie,

two of whom were themselves to be inquisitors."* The new
bishopries were later to get their imcome form the monas-
teries and other religious foundations, The abbots; who
were under the influence of the nobles; as well as the
influence of Erasmus; were not willing to give up their
independence and income,

To add more fuel to the religious difficulties there
was the presence of Spanish soldiers in the Netherlands
against the wishes of the 'populace; who had to suffer
from their looting, etc. Before the Esfates-general
would vote the money requested by Philip in the meeting
held before he left for Spain; they demanded that the
8panish troops be withdravm from the country., In theory,
the government during the absence of Philip, was to be

governed by three oouncils; state; privy, and finance.
But in actuality the government was in the hands of the
Regent Margaret of Parma, a neturel daughter of Charles V,
and Antoine Perrenot, later Cardinal Granvelle. lla:_.'garet
had had Loyola &s her confessor and spiritual guid.e,“i which
explains her attitude towards heretics. Granvelle was

considered by the people and the nobles as the instigator

*¥] Motely, Rise of the Dutch Republio, Ps 22
*2 Motely, Rise of the Dutch Republie, D. 197. Volime 1
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of all of the new bishoprics and the promoter of the
pléns of despotism. In reality, however, both Margeret
and Granvelle were nothing more than "Rubber stamps" for
Philip, vho decided everything in Madrid via letter.

This caused almost endless political controversy between
the nobles on one hand and Philip*s representatives on
the other, e factor which was to shape up the forthcoming
revolt. Most of the nobles were nominal Catholics, but
they were opposed iving up the privileges of the pro-
vinces and the use of sword and fire to mreserve the church.
They had no interest in ruining in any way the trade
which brought in their taxes just to oblige a foreign
king.

While these political arguments were going on in
the councils, the inquisitors were active, apove all
Peter Titelmann, Motley gives this summary of Brand's
discription of him:

"Contemporary chronicles give a picture of him
as ot uome grotesque yet terrible goblin---smiting
the trembling peasants on the head with a great
club, spreading dismay far and wide, draggzing sus-
pected persons from thelr firesides, or their beds,
and thrusting them into dungeons, arresting, tortur-
ing, strangling, burnin g, with hardly the shadow
of a warrant, information, or process."*

Of course, it can not be denied that some of the more
radicel Celvinists almost asked for persecttion, as in

*otley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol 1, p. 233,
quoting Brandt.
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the case of Bertrand Le Blas; who went into the church
during mass and told the people not: worship the host;
whieh he then proceeded to dash to the ground. But

the punishment was such that it aroused the hatred of
the people against the church it was supposed to protect.
For he wes first tortured three times. His right hand
and foot were burned and twisted ofl between two red-
hot irons, his tongue was torn out; and en iron gag was
put into his mouth., He was then slowly roasted over a
fire while swinging over it on a hook through the middle
of his body.* For deeds of this sort committed by Le
Blas one¢ could possibly concede that Inguisitors had a
theoreticnl right to purizh the doers of such deeds,

But what were the €frimes that many of the vietims were
eccused: reeding the Bible, private worship at home,
praying et home, copying hymns, and refusing to adore
the host.**These perseclitions had the nmaturel result of
spreading the teachings of Calvin end arousing sym?athy
emong the catholics; perticularly among the nobles, who
were compelled to enforce these laws. Force naturally
breeds force, 5o 21lso in the Natherla?ds. In valenoienne?
the Tirst counter violence broke out, when two Hinisters,
Faveau and.mallart; were to be burnt. A mob broke into

*\otley, Rise of thee Dutch Republic, P 286, Vol I,

*Hist. Des Martyrs, 356 cxcv.
**Motley, Rise of the Duthh Republic, P 284-286
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the place of czecution and rescued the ministers. They
paraded through the streets singins hymns until the guaxd
recaptured the ministers end put them back into srion._
The prison was then the scene of another rescue, which

was rormancni. Naturally the governmont (Margeret) took
vongeance with the trizl and rpunishnont (death) of the
leaders, Philip's advice was "Rigorous and severc measures
ere the only ones o be employed in matters of relicion.

It is by fear only that the razbble can be made to do their
duty, end not slways then."*

To the great disgust of FPhillip and his councilors the
fi ht between Cranvelle and the nobles becans worse instesd
of" better, The situamtion as far as the Calvinists were
concerned becenme better and better, since the nobles often
refused to persecute just to spite Cranvelle. So in I561
Guy De Bray drr. up a confession of faith for the Nether-
lands G.mrch, in vhich confezsion he werned the king.
nphat *his veople' can no longer endure the religious
persecution."**At the same time there arcse secret Cel-
vinistic rgenizations in the provinces. The nobles sent
Montigny to Srain to complain to the king in 1562 about
the activities of Granvelle but he was not romoved until
March 156L, when he asked for leave to visit his mother
(at the suggestion of Philip). The nobles end Mergaret

"‘P*usco‘bt, Philip II; VOIJ; I, P. 476, Papiers d'Etat

de Granvell, ton VI D
*%Gayl, Revolt of the Hetharlands, P, 82
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then took over the control of the country, The nobles
kept up their resistance to the plans of Philip both
relicious and politicals At Antwerp vhen & convertod
:aonk; Fnbricius; was %o be burnt. The people cencourzsged
hin vhile he went to the stake and failed to rescuc hinm
becausc they sterted thelir charge a minute too late,
Their minute of delay geve the executioner time to stab
abricius, before the mob could get to him. Philip
immedietely demanded revenge, but 1t was like chasing

the wirirlwind, even though they wera able to catch and
hang one of the rioters. T'e entire population both
Protustant and Catholic looked upon the riot es justiﬁad;
and aen attempt was made by the senate of the City of Burges
(211 Catholics) to petition Philip to remove the Inmquisi-
tion.

In August 1564 Philip made the filnal step;' vhen he
decldéd to proclaim the decrces of the Council of Trent
in the Hetherlsnds, Aumong the provisions as proclaimed
in the Hetherlends:

»Inng were to receive not guests, schools no
children, slms-houses no pjeupers, graveyards no dead
bodies, unless guests; chlldren, paupers and dead
bodies were f urnished with the most satisfactory
proofs of orthodoxy."

The heretic was excluded, so far as ecclesiastical dogm
could exclude himj from the pale of Humenity.'* :

*)jotley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol I P. 384
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At @ joint meeting of the Privy Council ond the Council
of State, 1t was agreed upon the instigetion of William
of Orsnge to send a petition to Philip asking him not to
proclain the Decrces of the Councll of Trent. Count Egnont
carried the petition to Spain; wvhere he was rcceifcd by
Philip with the greatest hospltality. while he was there,
the kin. cslled a conclave of learned theologians to con-
sult them - upon the religlious position in the Netherlands,
They saild that the king might gran@ liberty of worship
to prevent roevolte Philip replicd,-"ﬁe had not called
them to learn whether he might grant this to the Flemings;
but whether he must do . iWhen they answered no, he fell
before e cruciiix and prayed: %I implore thy divine majesty,
Iuler of ell thinga; that thou kecep me in the mind that
I em in, nover to allow myself either to become or to be
called the lord of those who reject thee for their Lord."*
Egzont wac so decelved that he thought'that the lettor :
he was carrying back to the ﬂthorlands was a revocation
of Phikips of former instruotions, But this sentence of
of the letter shows Philip's attitude: "I would rather
lose & hundred thousand livaa; if I hed so many, than allow
& single chenge in matters of religion."**The only con-
cession was that the executions were to be secret, The
*Presaott Philip II. Vbl I, P. 533, quoting Strada,
ico, toz 1

e« 155
*'Preecott, lﬁilip 11, Vbl I P, 533, guoting,
Corresrondence de Philippo II tom. 1, Pe 347

e
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- proclamation was made and the 1id was off, Discontent

and indignation wasa arsuscd emong the people. orange;
Berghen end the maglistrates fefusod to carry oub the sdict.
The infTerior clergy also complained agninst the decrees
of.']:?ent; becausc they assalled their ignorance and
corruptions. During this time the Jesuits were crganized
into = speclal Belgian or l‘ﬂlamish province on September 2L,
156i, by their Coneral Francis Borgie.*

The load of the rezsistance now passed into the hemis
of the lower nobles, when it became apparent that legal
meens via the councilers were without result, That on
the very day that Alexander of Parma was marricd in Brusaels;
t-.-:e_nt'y nobles met in the home of Count culemb'.n's; to listen
to the Reformed Pastor Francols Du .Ton; (Franciscus Junius),
vho was in touch with Louis of Nessau, the brother of
w_i].liam. The nutursl result was an agreement 1o unite

vhich was done in the famous document "The Compronise."™
Not all of the two thousand signers were Protestents; for:
many wers cat.holics; who were opposed to the persecutions
of Philip. Awmong thet numbe;r was the Count of Mansfeld
who later deserted the conreder'atos; when his daughter
cloped during & visit to Brcderoao., who was the leader o
the nobles.**The great nobles did not join but everyone
took for grnhted that Williom was supporting his dbrother

Louis, In April 1566 there appeared 'in Brussels Ifour
*pgstor, History of he Popes, Vol XX, P 22
B o 3
®edgwood, Willliam the Silent, P 39
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hundred nobles from aluiost every brovince of the Nether-
lands to iresent a petition. It was presented by Brederode,
a Catholic*and asked that the Duchess send an envoy Lo the
King asking him to abolish the Inquisition and Placards;
and that she in the meanwhlle suspend the Inquisition and
the Placards until the reaction of the King be known.**

At this presentation Berlaymont in order to reasure the
regent made his famous remark: "What Madam, is it possible
that your Highness can entertain fears of these beggars
(Gueux)?" The derisive remark was-willingly transformed
into a battle cry: "Vivent les gueux™ or in Dutch: "Vive
le Geus!' Therec was &t the same time a secarcity of bread;***_
on which the price had risen, The work of Philip had
worked out fine; the nobles were united; the people dis-
contented, the clergy opposed to his decrees, the Calvin-
ist preeschers working overtime; the leazue ignored pro-
vincial boundaries; and now a popular battle cry came
Torth,

The reggnt then issued the so-called "lioderation"
supposedly in compliance with the request of the Beggers.
Schiller*guotes and summarizes it as follows:

"Sectarian Writers; the heads and teachers of
shots, as also those who conceal heretical
meetings, or cause any other public scandal
shall be punished with the e;a:!.lows, and their

*Cambridge Modern History, Vol III, P. 202

*%*Tbid 203 ,
***pregcott, Philip II, P. 556
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egtates, vhere the laws of the province per-
mit it, confiscated; but if they sbjurc their
errors, their nunishment shall be comrmted into
decapitation v th the sword and their effects
shall be proserved to theilr familiea! Loss
grlevous hersties, it was further enacted, s hall,
if penitent shell be perdoncd; and if impenitent
shall be compelled to leesve the country, ¥ th-
out, forfeiting their cstates, unless by con-
tinuing to lead others astray they deprive then-
selves of the benefit of this provision, The
Anabaptists were expressly excluded from benifit-
ing this clause."

The greater regard for the rights of life and property

wvere not a girtt from government btut had been forced by

the opposition of the nobles. That no one was decelved

cen be seen b:_r the niekmame glven to the Mloderatie™ by

tho people, "Moorderation,”

Ifuch againest the @111 of the Regent there was to be
found no one who would undertelke the persecuticn of the
Protestants. The people therefore acted &s if the edicts
had been abolished, The headquarters of the Calvinists
at this tise were in Flanders, Halnault, Artols, and the
provinces next to Frence, Fromn thence went out the
preachers into all the lend, but what was worse for the
plans of Romo, the printing press vas busy. It turned :
out vidéications of the faith, polemical tracts, and satires,
which were distributed by peddlers end traveling worimen
to the distant ssctions of the country. The preacl_xers,
streaming out Geneva, Frence, Germany, and England, where

* Sohiller, Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 171
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They had found refuge, st f£irst preasched to small secret
gatherings in homes and in the secrecy of the forests at
night. As the congregetions grew larger snd bholdor they
slowly moved out into the plains. Then they became so

bold thet they resched the suburbas of the larger cities.

They met together by the thousandsf The srrangement was
usually this that the women and children were placed in

the center of the crowd near to the pulpit, Aroun§ them stood
the men, sermed and resdy for action. Armed horsemen

goouted the territory for the roops of the government.
Barricades of wagons were placed across the rosds lecding

to the meeting place in order to prevent a sudden attsck.
The guards would invite end direct people to the meet?ng
place. The preaschers were converted priests or monks,
educeted laymen, or missionsries from Geneva. ‘he -
preaching was done in the home tonguey Marriages and bap-
tisms were performed. The meetings in genersl weré orderly
in spite of the verbal attacks sgainst the zbuses end idol=-
try of the Romen church. The Regent ordered the megistrates r
of Antwerp to put doﬁn the meetings b; using the guild-milita;
but what could they do when fifteen to twénty and even to
thirty thousand people sttended the meetings at Antwerp.*

The situstion hed changed for the time being. The

*Hotley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol II, P. #1
quoting Letter of Clough, In Burgon 1i, 135
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aon!ederatea”no ;onger requested; thoy demanded. ﬁhay
were now plamning to hire four thousend horse and forty
companiass of infantry in Germany, where Louila of Nassau
had connections. The Reformed now talked of sbaolute
toleration instead of mitigstion of penalties. The
political revolution and religious reform joined hands,
when the confederates agreed to get freedom of worship for
the Reformed. Margaret was not idle but she had received
only money from Philip not orders.

Then there oscured two events at almost the same time;
Philips instructions to Hargsret, which revesled his
intentions on July 31 and the Bilderstuermer struck in the
Netherlands on August 14 before his instructions could arrive,
Some of the Historisns in their accounts place the ;
Bilderstuermer first (Motley and the Catholiec historians),
while others place Philip's instructions first (Proscott).
I think thst the instructions Qhould be placed first
because they show what Philip wished to do before Fhore vas
any violence. If the instructions sre placed lasst, they
geem to be the result of the Bilderstuermer riots.

Philip was all too willing to follow the wishs of
Pius V, a determined foe of heresy, who wrote to Philip
(according to Prescott's summary)f

= uring him not to falter in the good cause
aggn o allow no harm to the Cutholic faith, but
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to march sgainat his rehellious-vassals at the
head of hia ermy and wesh out the stain of hereay
in the blood of the heretic."*

Philip was ready to follow the advice of his sdvisor =nd
agent for the Low Countries, Frsy Lorenzo, who urged
more rigorous measures:

""Since your majesty holds the sword which God had

given to youy with the d@ivine power over our lives,

let it be drawn from the secsbbard, and plunged .

in the blood of the heretics, i1f you do not wish

that the blood of Jesus Christ, shed by these

barbarians, and the blood of innocent Catholiocs

whom they have oppressed, should ery aloud to

Heaven for vengeance on the sacred head of your

majestyes ' === That the ravings of this herd-

hearted bigot were not distastefuvl to Philip

may be inferred from the fact that he ordered a

copy of his memorisl to be placed in the hends

of Alva, on his departure for the Low Countries."**
Philip agreed to postpone the inatitution of the Spanish
or Papal Inguisition but to sulatitute-in-its plece the
Episcopal Inquisition. #He suggested that the Moderation
be deferred until he would visit the Netherlsnds. A
general pardon should not be granted unless it would exclude
those persons guilty of Reformed practices. The Hoderation
was classified es too mild. Philip considered this sction as
too much of s concession (Why I can not see) and made the
following stetement before Alva and two Jurists;

"He therefore did not feel bound by 1t, but .
reserved to himself the right to punish the guilty,
* pPrescott, Philip II, Vol II, p. 40, quoting
Streda, De Bello Belgico, tgmal. Pe 236

** Prescott, Philip II, Vol IX, note on P, 43
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and especially the suthors and abettors of cedition
in the Low Countries,” *

Philip's conscience bothered him so mueh that he wrote to
the Pope and explained his sctions« He had scted thus
because of the emergency. The pardon, he assured the
Pope, would not extend to the offenders sgainst the
Church. Preseotts summary of this letter is as follows:

"In £ine the Pope might rest assured that the King

would vonsent to nothing that would projudice the

gervice of God or the interests of religion, He™

deprecated force, as thet would involve the ruin

of the country. S5%t1l1ll, he would march in person

and employ force though it should coat the ruin

of the provinces but he would bring his vassals

to submission. I'or he would sooner lose & ~

hundred lives, tnd covery rod of empire, than

reign & lord over heretics." **
So here we have the atrange situation of & king writing
to the Head of Christ's Church (?) and apologizing beceuse
he was showing mercy to some of his subjects; a mercy which
was nothing more then s lie. Philip wes not ashamed of
his lie,but he was ashamed that it contained "Mercy."
The Pope would noﬁghaia worry that his faithful son,
Philip, would commit the sin of loving his onemies.

While Phillp wes busy easing his conseience in Spain,
the pressure grew higher in the Nethorlands. The preaching

of the ministera and the natural hatred of the Protestants

* prescott, Philip II, Vol II, P. 40

** pregaott, Fhillp II, Vol II, P. 43, quoting
Correspondance de Philippe IXI, tom i, p 446
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against the 1dolatry of the Catholice combinad with the

resentment agalnst the persecutions to causme the Iconoclastic

outbreak, Strada deseribes the set-up sa follows;

"The people paritly corrupted with heresie, partly
dreading the Inquisition, exceedihgly favoured

the hereticks that fought to overthrow that judicature.™*

In a period of two weeks every church and monestery,which
could bo attacked in safty, was plundered and rnined by
gmall groups of rioters. In four or five days four hundred
eloisters were plundored in Brabsnt and Flanders. **

Jugt whet thet little country could do with four hundred
monaateries bosjides the numerous shurches needs to be
oxplained., If the monesteries were =nything like their
Spanish ecounterperts, they indulged in trade, If thet wss
the csse, we oasn rest assured that the merchsnts would have
no interest in preventing the destruction of their tex-free
competitors. The odd thing sbout the whole riot 1s that
the numbers involved were smsll == very smell., Cnly one
hundred men desecrated the Antwerp churchest™* Vho but
them up to it ? Thet is one of the mysteries of h!Qto:y.
The men behind it heve never been discovered. The iadlcal
Reformed leaders looked upon tpe movement with favor; but

§f they were directly involved, they took their seoret with

*  pHigtorianh History of the World, P, 402, Vol XIII
** Schiller, Revolt of the Netherlends, P. 196
*¥% Notley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol II, P, 28
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them to the grave, where many of them were socn to go.
Another odd thing about the riot is that all seemed either to
be terror-stricken or to be in favor of the sctions of the
rioterse. ?hn Catholic offiecls, who were in: charge of cer-
tain towns, were too frightened to take sction. The
Calvinists, of ooufse. did not interfere with the rioters.
The regent made the error of becoming frightened and :c2lling
her counellors to her instezd of sending them ovt to put

down the riot.

The Bilderstuermer riot hzd two reyulta: 1, It obtained
temporary tolerstion for the Calvinists, 2, The moderste
Catholics turned sgeinst the Calvinists and the Confederates,.
The £irst was immediately apparent. The Regent was forced
into signing & decree, "The Accord". The Accord promised
that the Reformed should have liberty to worship in the
places vhere such worship had alresdy taken place and that
the members of the Compromise were to be hecld blameless for
their deedse.* The inquisition was to be sbolished. In
return the Lesgue of the Nobles was disaolved. Im complisnce
with the Accord the nobles went out and restored order
throughout the Netherlands. Willtam of Orange restored the
churches in Antwerp to the Catholics and his presence there
gave the magistrates the courage to heng three of the

* ldmundson, Cambridge Modern History, Yol III, P 209
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of the Bilderstuermer. To the Protes;mnta he gave the right
to have three pleces to used as places of worship, either
housea or churches (to be built by the Reformed)e They
woro allowed to hold services on Sundays and holidays.
There were some catohs in this toleration. The preachers
were not to attack the ruling rellgion._ Wo religious perty
was to mcintain more than two clergymen, native Netherlenders.
At the elections = govermment offic2l was to sttend and to
gend in a report,. - :
The second resnlt wsas not spparsnt until December, 1566,
when Magragret in spite of the Accord declered the Town of
Valenciennes to be in a state of rebellion and asent troops
ageinst 1t.. The Catholies were no longer intgrasted in
fighting for freedon and gave support to the government.
By this time Margoret had received money with which she was
able to recruit Germsn and Walloon troops (loyal to Charles
of Egmont). ZThe various bands whiech sprung to srms in
defence of their newly won rights were quickly put down by
the trained soldiers. Marnix of Tholouse led the attasck
againat Antwerp hoping, no doubt, thst William would open
the getes to him. This ermy (?) was attscked by Philip de
Lannoy, half of whose troops came from Egmont,* and was
utterly defeated, William of Orange kept the Calvinistie

* Motley, Rise of the Dutch Repudblie, Vol IX, P, 125
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mob from aiding the invading ermy, or a8 he said from

being killed by the victorse In April the town of Valenciennes
surrendereds Thirty-six of the leaders werehung and the
Reformed religion benished. ZThere wes no more hope. After
vainly tyying to persuade Egmont to join him, Orange fled

to his ancestoral home at Dillenburg. Schiller gives the
reasons why the others also fled:

"The town (Antwerp) bound i1tself to prohibit the
Calvinistic form of worship. === All those who being
dubious of obtaining a pardon, preferred banishment,
were to be allowed a month to place themselves in
safty. === Immedistely upon the conelusion of the
tresty all Galvinist and Luthersn preachers in
Antwerp, and the adjoining territory, were warned

by the hersld to quit the country in twenty-four
hours, === All children were rebaptised by

Roman Catholic Priests,™ *

"From the beams of the roofleass churches gibbets
were errected for those who had profanced the
sancturies of the Roman Catholics. ‘The places of
executions were filled with corpses, the prisons
with condemned victims, the highrosds with
fugitives, === Innumerable were the victims of this
{earto£ mgrder: in the smellest towns fifty at
8880e

The people streamed out of Eollang into North Germany;
Sweden, and England. While they were not always able to
take out much of their worldly goods, they were able to
take with them their technicel knowledge, Before this time
English wool had been aent_to:ﬂlendorg to be mede into eloth,
but now the Flemish workmen csme to England bringing with

* Schiller, The Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 864
** Ibia
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them the induatriel know-how, The English welcomed them

. with open arms and before long the ships were carrying
English cloth instead of English wool to the Continent,
The merchants who had opersted in the Walloon provinces
get up shop, first in Holland and then when th;ngs became
too hot, they moved to Emden and London. Naturally at the
moment these things were not aspparent either to Philip or

to Williem., &Everything looked 2s 1f the Counter-Reformestion

and Philip‘s dospotism had conquered., Everything seemed to
have worked out according to plan. Ine Bishops could now
rule without any opposition upon the part of the Reformed.
The Inquisition could open up shop without having to worry
about being shot in the back. A4ll Fhilip had todo was to
welcome bsck into the f£0ld of Churoh and State the Catholie
populence of the Netherlands. This populanece, which a few
months before had been turning Calvinist, now was doing its
best to show that it was made up of loysl children of the
Church of Eome.
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"The Use of Force
Under The Duke of Alva

Philip, however, was not willing to forgive and
forget. The people not only f£led the reinforced power of
the Church and Margaret of Parma but the advencing army of
the Duke of Alva. For Philip was not content with his
victory. Ee wished to make doubly sure the victory won
by his nobles of the Netherlands, so now he sent ten
thousand Spanish veterans under the command of his moat
able commander., The people in Southeran Balgium had no
choice but to flee. Resistance wes impossible. Leat we x
forget, Belgium has no great natural frontiers as hsd been
demonastreted by the laattwo great wars. Philip now aimed !
totreat the Netherlands as he treated his Italian provinces,
but he forgot that he .owed his rule of Italy to his slliance
with Genoa as well as his ermy. He also fofot thet Spain
ruled the outlet of the Mediterranesn but England and
Holland ruled the North Alantic. Fhilip also forgot that
Eolland; which is well prbteoted by rivers, ( an obstacle
even today ) can control the harbora of Belgium eassier than
Belgium can control the harbors of Holland. Philip was yet
to lesrn that the strength of the country lay in the North
where the ships were oonoentrated: These hhipa transshipped

his grain from the Basltic to Spain
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Fhilip had madeup his mind and so sent Alva and his
men to orush the defented Netherlends. His firat sot was
to arrest the most suspected of the nobles, the very men
who had Just orushed the Protestant movement, the chief of
whom were Counts Hogne and Egmont. Williem had warned Egmont
to flee the aountry, but he trusted in the good will of
Philip, whom he hed seved feithfully. The two nobles were
subjected to an imprisonment of severasl months during which
time they were cut off from all records =2nd legel sdvice.
Their triasl was in direct defiance of the laws of the
Notherlands, which demanded trisl by one's peers (that is for
nobles). The triel was a farce snd the two were condemned
end sentenced to death. The charge was that they had aided
the "Beggera" in their traitorous actions, The result of
this action was that the two ‘-became martyra and the hatred
for the Spaniards grew.

The next steps were to put the Decrees of Trent back :
into force, sbolish the "Moderatio” (already a dead letter),
and promulgate new edicts sgainst the heretics. The
Inquisition in Spain had declared the whole nation guilty
of tresson, both Catholics and heretics. The loyal Catholics
were considered guilty because tyny had not stopped the
overt acts of the Rebels or of the Calvinists. ZThey might
be punished, if they merely knew sbout the Calvinistie
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meetings and did not report them. Gnglty of death if they
d1d not report meetings, which were knmown to all.,* Alva
immediately set up his"Council of Troubles" (Council of
Blood", Its function was to prepare the aenﬁences of those
whom the govermment (Alva) had decided to punish, It wes 4
above all courts., The Council of Blood commenced operatiom .
The great sin was to be rich. Trisls were mere farces,
Many were summoned before the court; but those who could get
away had the good sense to do so. Those who were of =
belligerent nature took either to the woods or to the aQﬁ.
There they could be reasonably safe from pursuit. Those who
were suspected often received warnings from the local magim-
trates.™ As always the blood of the martyfa turned out to
be the seed of the Church, As cruel as the tortures were,
they were met with coursge,which wes just as bold es the
tortures were oruel. The executfoners were forced to sesl
the mouths of the condemned with hot iron plates to keep
them from presching at the stake., gt
While these acts were going on in the Hetherlsnds,
William and his friends wore busy in Germany attempting
to raise troops. Ehey__n!tarad from the l2ock of money
and lack of sympathy on the part of the Lutheran Princes.

* Schiller, Revolt of the Netherlands, P.290.
** Prescott, Philip XX, Vol II, p. 211
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The Inthersns sew no rescon o helyp the Celviniate to
become powarful in the Hotherlends. The morcensry troops
of Cermany, on the other hend, wore rendy snd willing to
sorve, if there wae cesh on the line. FWhile 1 gonia ;ot'flnd 1t
anywhere, 1t 18 highly probable that the Germen Frinces
hed 2 source of Anformetion iIn their mereensry chiefs
who hed sorved under Alve in Itgly. It 1s Lnown that the
German princes wnrned ¥illiem that he could not secomplish
onything against Alvae.* It can not be denied thet theme Erinces

d1d not want to fight cgoinet the beat srmy 4n the world.

titho were they to d!o_ln a loat ceuse, which wea not of thekr
naking? The Emperor, who had no objections to hurting
Philip, 414 not waent to ceuse his cousin to auff&r any
vermenont loss. It must not be forgotten thet these mrinces
hed very little money, they were sll living es Villiam had
1lived in aouch n fashion soas to eat up thelr cspitel.
The attempta to collect money from the Calvinists did not
meet with any more success thaon d1d the requests to the
Imthersn Zrincos, |

Time efter time invasions were attempted but =11 to

no avelle If battles were fought, the vetoran well-
treined troors of Alva clwsya won (oxeept once at Helligerlee).
If no battles were fought, the srmies of Williem snd the

* liotley, Rise of the Dutch Republie, Vol II, P. 278
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the other patriot leanders degenerated into undiseciplined
mobs, The same misteke was made each time.m The army Ion}d
invade Fléribre, where the bulk of the Celvinist population
lay. The patriots hoped that the populance would revolt,
but there was no natural cover for en ermy. While Belgium
ia open to invasion, there sre no natural barriers where X
anfnvading srmy csn stop to catoh its bresth. The invasion
should have been made via Hollande There behind the pro-
tection of the rivers, the army would have a chance to
oatoch its second wind before receiving the oounte: attack,
It was simple to transport troops through Germany, where
the Erinces were friendly and where the Emperor requested
w11113m_not to teke action sgainst Philip but never took
the trouble to stop hime It muat be remembered that
William mustered all the srmies of these invesions on
German soil, :

It was a lost csuse for which Willism wes fighting.
The man who wes to give the grestest boost to save that
ceuse wes not Willism but Philip. FPhilip remembered that
in the days of his father the Netherlands hsd been anc
asset not a debt on the books of the Spanish Empire.
He dia not wish to be dependent upon the Estates-Genersl
for his money. His sim was that grand aim of =ll dgctétoru
the collectinZof taxes directly from the people. In March 1569
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Alva demanded and got from the Eutates-General a ten ;
pereent sales tax, on wholssale as well as retail transcations,
?a also obtained a tax of five percent upon every tiasnsfer
of real eatate. There was also to be 2 tax of one percent
upon all property both real estate and personal property.
The Netherlsnds was a commercisl netion and immediately
recognized the dmpgersin such a sales taxe It meent that
they could be undersold in every market in Europa. It
meant that Antwerp could no longer be tye gxuhange cagitdl
of the world. Who would buy and sell in Antwerp, when they
ocounl.d buy and sell for less in London or Emden? They

. were herd-headed business men., They would do anything but
allow ,such a foolish sales tax, The fact of the metter 1s
thet sfter some preliminary querrels they voted the seme
amount in taxes but not in s sales tex. At the seme time
Alva, who hed no scruples sbout confiscsting goods on which
money wes owed to English merchants had the tnbias reverged.
The iiva-Spanlah treasure shipa, which ﬁere bringing 450,000
Duoats to pey his troops, were !qrnaﬁ into Plymouth by the
Dutch Sea=Beggers. Queen Elizabeth, who wsts Qhort of

money herself snd desiring revenge, pescefully confiscated
both the ships and the gold. Alva hed to have money &o the
Estates-General voted him 2,000,000 Florinasto be paid in

two years,

RO
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In order to keep the record straight we muat mention
the pardon issued by Philip in 1570, He gent four perdons
to Alva, who was to pick tho one whioh would bost £it the -
situetion. The exceptions in this co-called pardon embraced
practicslly all of those who had not been perfect Catholics
or exceptionally loyal subjects of the King,* To: say the
least the pardon accomplished@ nothing but to cesuse the ‘
Calvinists to hate more and the Catholics to distruvet a
man who promised on thing and gave another, _

While the merchants and the politiesns wore arguing with
Alva in a vain effort to get him £o forget about the
proposed Sales Tax, other men took sction. Wken the poople
of Southern Netherlands hrd to flee, they fled either overland
to Holland where they took ships to Emden or they took shis
directly to England. ILaw:were pessed against the shipmesster s,
who were giving pasesge to the fugitivea. ** Vhile I have
not found it irn print, 1t is loglcal thet after the coming
of Alve the cerrying of fugitivee wes carried on by the same
class of men, who later turned pirate. These roughi and
reedy chsrecters of the woterfront kept not records or books,
Individuals who are flirting with desth do no' leave
ineriminating evidence where 1t can be found. Some of the

retugéae would get jobs assalloras on these smuggler orsft.

* Cambridge Modern History, Vol III, P. 285,

** lNotley, Rise of the Dutoh Republic, Vol I¥, P. 194,
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In those days it wes but one step from héing o merchant
engaged in a little sumggling to being n'prlvataor or
pirates. The Dutch mg;ohanta and sailors, who were ruiged

by Alve's persecution, learned a great pegl from the English
merchant-pirate princes.* Drake, Hawlins, snd the like
aet an example which the Dutch were soon to follows They
hated the Spanish, who hed robbed them, They had connections
in the Netherlands, from whom they could get informstion.
There existed at thet time a sitvation, which looks queer

to me, certain of the Dutch ships could trade with Spein
withont any trouble from the privateers., I sm nct suggest-
ing thet these good servents of‘the King of Spain had
arreements with the Sea-Beggersa, but many of these men hsd
traded with emch other for years, All og the Dutech ma?ehants
hod hed connectiona with England.* WVhen these ceptains left
home, they took their ships with thems All the merchent
ships of North Europe were cepable of being transformed

into warships. 411, that was needed, was cannon on the

doock end a crew. The cannon were suprlied by the English
and the orew came from the mob of exiles, whose friends

were being killed end robbed by the Duke of Alva. William
fgsued Letters of Margue to these men snd England honored

¥ Merrimen, Rise of the Spsnish Empire, P. 294,
*#% 1b1d, Quoting Blik, De Watergeusen in England. -
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them as belligerentsa.

While Alva was crushing all opposition on land; the
"Gueux de Mer"™ on their e:rmarohnntmap. with patched sgila;
armed with second-hand cannon, and manned by thieves snd
patriots,made the channel unsafe for Spanish shipa. The
government (Spanish) of the Netherlands had no naval power
of importance.* Those of the merhcants who.were loyal to
the king began to receive letters, telling them that their
ships were overdue, This d1d not inorease love towsrds a-man;
who wanted thei; texes but could not protect them. Although
no one realized 1t at thet time, Spain could conquer land
and the quiet lediterranean, but only the fast all-weather
ships of North Europe could control the Alentic. Such ships
were owned by England, Holleand, snd Zesland. By Februsry 1570
three hundred ships had been tasken by the Sea-Beggers. By
April the number of ships engsged in this trade(?) hed
risen to eighty-four, William attempfed to control them but
the control had only thias effect that & certain amgunt of ;
the loot resched William. He appointed William von der Mark,
Lord of Iumey (Count de La Marck) to be Tord Admirsl of the
Sea~Beggers. La lhgch not only failed to - reform the evil
habita of the Sea-Beggers but joined full-heartily in their
worat practices. Beynnﬂ&tﬁlswattempt no control was ever

* Geyl, Revolt of the Netherlends, P. 1ld.
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exercised nor could be ss long as they were bssed in
foreign ports. ¥

While the forces of vengance were ariaing; the.nuka
was meeting with ;euiatance from another quarter. While
the Holy Father looked with aiproval at the judical murder
of thousands of Protestants, he 414 not like it Ehét Alva
showed an antipathy for the Society of Jesus. In 1570 the
Jesults took over the University of Lonvain; even though
Alva, who favored Cesaropapalism, d41d not give them any
aid.* During this period (from 1570-1676) BQllarmine
taught teology at Louvain. "

Alva thought he had th; sfhation under control '
except for a little pirnay.swhloh eould be put down later,
when the main battle fleet would move up to conguer England,
Alva had no lmaglnatién. beoauég he saw no oéganized rgvolt,'
he thought all was well, "Deaf, or ignorant of thP langusge,
he would walk through the market place at Brussels, oblivious
of the loud offensive asides of the stallholders.” **

He was even so rash as to land troops to Catherine de Medioil
who persecuting Froteastants in France. Thus Alva earned

the hatred of the Huguenots, who opened up their port of

La Rochelle to the "Gueux de Mer.,"” At the same time Fhilip

* Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol XX, P. 22
**Wedgwood, Williem, the Silent, P. 117
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began to think that Alve was too powerful. The English
a1an't trust sas Spain in any ease. William of drange wag
busy building up sn underground organizat!oﬁ; which wasg
waiting for the cell to arms,

Alve was g0 self-gconfident and penniless, that he
decided to push Ris "Ten Psrcent Sales Tax", These taxes
did not seem exaggerstcd to Spanish eyes; but the commer=-
cialized and industrislized Netherlands took a different
view. Spain could ecut her own throat in .the commercisl
world, but the Netherlanders were determined thet she was
not to cut theirs. Spain hnahbaoome an importing nation
instead of an exporting nation. Spain hsd bn? one oommod;ty;
which she could sell cheapexr than anyone else, thrt was
gold. This was a losing proposition. The apice trade
hed moved out Spaine. The wholessle spice trade was con=_
centrated in Antwerp in order to escape the high taxes in
Spain.‘ Spain'é ports were used mereiy a8 transm;aalon :
points, where the goods were reloaded for shipment to
the Exchange at Antwerp. Spsnish manntaeturgs were no
longer wanted, when their prices were from onc-half to
twice as much higher than the corresponding English
product. The Kings of Spain had killed one goose thet
hed leid the golden eggs and now Alva wanted to kill the

other. It should also be remembered thet taxes in those



(Page 49)

days were considered as gifts to the monarch not es his due.
Kings and governments were expected to live on their
private revenues, with only emergency help from -the people
in the form of gifts. Not only thet but the people of the
Netherlande did not want to support s foreign srmy and
courts of Justice ataffed by foreigners and thieves,

When the period of grace had expired, Alva refused
to prolong it and forced his "Sales Tex" upon the preople.
Then the trouble began. Businessmen refused to sell and
the people refused to buy all but necesaities, if they could
be had, The merchants now ataged an economic migration
from the country. Contrzcts were cancelled right and left,
The textile industry shut down so completely, that Alva
was unable to get enough blue eéloth in both Brussels snd
Antwerp to renew the furnishings of his household.* The
roles of unemployed increased snd the bleme wss lsid upon
the shoulders of Alva. Alva wes determined to force the
people to trade and thus to pay the tex, He went so far
as to sentence eighteen leading businessmen ?o death.**
These sentences were never to be carried out, becsuase the
"Gueux de Mer" took the town of Brill., No Alva had greater
problems than taxes.

0ddly enough the jam; in which he found himself, was

* Merrimasn, The Rise of The Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P 286

*#otley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol II, P 369, -
quoting Bor, vi, p 261




once again of his own masking. For with a combination of
threats and promises Alva had forced Queen Elizabeth to
expell the Duteh "Gueux de Mer" from England. Elilahé?h
issued an order <forbidding trade with the Sea-Beggers, who
were then forced to leave. Merriman makes this statement
about that order:

"Precisely how far the government of Elizabeth was

implicated in the events that followed the expul-

sion of La Marck will probably never be known; but

the available documents make possible the hypo-

thesis that she so timed her offical compliance

with Alva's request as to convert it into the

first effective blow sgainat his government in

the Netherlasnds."™
Not anly were the Sea-Beggers able to take the town
but they were aided by the underground, A ferryman of the
place spread false rumors of their strength. He told the
magigtretes that the Sea-Beggers were five thousand
strong instead of their real strength of f£ive hundred men.**
The capture of Brill acted as a signel for the forces of
revolt, During the next ten days four other seaport towns
rose in revolt. The most important of which was Flushing,
which commands the mouth ofthe Scheldt and was the key to
Antwerp., The towns of Holland and Zealand were soon under
the Prince of Orange, except for Middleburg, where there
was a Spanish garrison, and Amsterdam where the magistrates

¥ Merriman, Rise of the Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P. 295,
using Froude, X, pp. 371 - 373,

** Motley, Rise of the Duteh Republic, Vol II, P. 373,
quoting Hoofd, VI, p. 218
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were pro-Cetholic. Up till this time Zmaterdsm had not
known & Spsnish gerrison and so hs=d no knowledga-of the
Spanish :u%g a8 had their contempories in Antwerp etd.
Troops pou;ia-in from Frence and England. The Walloon
exilea ceme back to f£ight for their home land and to
gpread their Calvinistiec dootyine. The French troops were |
supplied by the Hugumenots. English troops came over with
the secret approval of their govermment.* Willism gathersd
trocpa in Germany. 2 ey | o

Louis of Nasssu with German, Vialloon, and French troops
(furnished by the French King and the Huguenots®*) csptured
the town of Mons., William invaded from Germany almoat sure .
of viectory, even though his troops were discontented and
demending paye. Then ceme that derk night of St. Bartholomew,
when Charles IX changed sides by killing ﬂoligny_and his
Huguenot supporters., Without Freneh aid ?ha rlans could
not be carried out, William was defeated, had to disband his
srmy, and fledito Holland. Louis had %o capitulate and
turn Mons over to Alvaj but this one time Alva let sn army
merch ‘out with the honors of war, H§ d14 ki1l all the
prisoners which he had teken out of the Huguenot army
which had tried to relieve Louis, Alva had promised that

* Qeyl, Revolt in the Netherlands, P. 122,
** )ygtley, Rise of the Duteh Republic, Vol IXI, P. 5e
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the citzens, who had borne arms; would not be harmed; 4
theyshould remain., Needless to say, he didn't keep thst
promise, The commercisl life of the town wass ruined,
This was Alva'a sdvance publicity, as he set out on his
march to reconquer Holland from ¥Willlam, The sea=Beggers
had hung twenty priests, when thaf captured Flushing;
but Alva was willing to kill both Catholic and Calvinist.
By Alva's action in killing Catholics he gave another blow
to the Counter-Reformation. The Calvinists, on tha_other
hand, were piotacted by the Sea-Beggers gnd.Illliam.
Thus Alva ocut off all support for the King except from
the nobles and the bishops. For the Sea-Beggers were the
spiritual successors to the Bilderstuermer, if not the
gsame men. They had suffered for their faith. They hated
not only the Spaniards but slso the Church of Rome.
What they wbuld do to a priest, no doubt, csused many a
priest on the rack to regret that the Church of REome had ever
conaidered it to be Christ-like to burn heretics. The
people, who welcomed the Sea~Beggers, were good cathol;cq;
but they did not want to lose their wealth, businesses, and
their lives through the persecutions of Alva,.

William was interested chiefly in the national side of
th; Revolte VYihen the States of Holland end Zesland sccepted
William they rasolved:
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"That freedom of religions sha & be observed,-as

well of the Reformed as of the “oman religion, and
thet everyone in his hounse or in publie, in churches
or chspels (such as shall be ordeined to be most
gonvenient by the loocsal authorlt{ shall enjoy

£ree exdroise of his f84th, and that the scclesiastics
shall be left in their stete snd unmolested.

Unless they proved to be hostile."™™

Of course, many of the ateunch Calviniasts sew to it thet
"They proved hostile,"” In the spring of 1575 the exercise
of the Gatholic religion was prohibited on the pretext of

_ publie order.® The excesses of the Oslvinists were opposed

by Orange, whose sctiona atood in sherp counter-distinetion
to Alva's. Pestor says of Alva:

"The hatred which his oppressive rule had aroused -
not only weakened the eu hult{ of the King of Spaln.
but also of the Catholic chur "Later on the ~
Bishop of Namur wos of the opinion thot Alba, in
seven or eight yesrs, had done more harm to the
osude of religion thgn had been done by I.nthor.
cu:l.vin. and all their supporters together,"

Alva hnlpod to destroy the world's -trongest Catholie

‘oonntry. Spain. When Brill was o-pturcl_. the Reformed

constituted a minority and st that s smsll nl.noﬂty of

the people of Holland. As ﬂtc a8 1587 they were estimated

et one tenth of the populstion of thet province,***
Alva's srmy moved northwerd and 1ived up to its

asdvance publicity. After the destruction of Nasrden, where

" Geyl, Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 130

** ' Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol XX, P. 2
®** Geyl, Revolt of the Netherlsnds, P, 153
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the populanee_was deliberately butchered in spite og a pro-
mise of meroy, Alva came to Hasrlem. Haarlem lay only ten
miles from Amsterdam and was the refuge for the calvinistp
who had fled from Amater@am. The battle and seige was long
and coat the lives of 12,000 Spanish soldiers. The Spaniards
won one of theoir few naval victories on the waters of the
Zuyder Zeee The hatred for the Spanish becames greater durimg
the seige and the Dutch showed the Spanish soldlers thst
they too eould kill in cold blooﬂ.m The terms were moderate
(coming from A;va)._ The town was not plundered but had to
pay a rensom of 250,000 guilders. The garrison except for
the Germans was put to death slong with four hundred of the
lesding citzenw. During the seige in April, 1673, William
joined the Reformed Church. Bb.had learned that his chief
gupport wes to come from within, from tho exiles and the
Reformed, who hsd been driven out. The Bsfnuma&uﬁerq
interested in this fight. They had something to gain or to
lose in it whereas the German Luthersn Princes had no per-
soanl gain from it in eny eense of the worde It even
appeers likely thet by this time the Germans would have
grown tired of sending soldiers into the Netherlands to
die, but they weren't. % A

The Spanish troops moved on to attack tye town of
Alkmear, expecting it to fall in short order, but the
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example of Haarlem had pul new coursge intoc the hosrts of
the Hollanders. Then begen the series of mutinies of the
Spanish troops. The first mutiny geve the Duteh time to
prepare.s The Spanish attacked three times and then the g
patriot eommander,Sonoy,had the sluices of the dikes opened,
The Spanish were willing to £ight men but"not the seae.
The natursl defences of Holland were beginnirng to help her
people, who would now be able to it behind their defences
and build up their ohurck and their commerce. The pirate
fleets of the Sea=Neggers defeated the Spenish gleet on
the Zuider Zee making i1t impossible for the Spaniards to
reinforce their gerrison on Middleburg. Now that 1t
gseemed thut war would not crush the revolt, Philip begsn to
consflder a change in men and policy. lMerrimen sums up the
rule of Alva as follows: |

"Ho ocarried with him, needless to add, the exeor-

ations of the entire porulstion which héd had so

outrsgecusly misruled. The chisf result of his

term of office had been to identify the govern-

nent of Spain which he represented with the most

intolerable of tyrannies in the Netherlandish

mind; indeed, he had masde ultimately inevitable

the ruin of the Spenish Empire in Northernm Europe."*

FPhilip hed made tpe migtaekes not Alva, Alva was
a soldier and a good one as & CONqUerers Philip had feiled
to gsend the money needed to pasy the soldlers. This laid

the foundation for the mutinies which were to resch such

* Merriman, Rise of the Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P. 300
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holghts under Requesenss The policy of making the Netherlands

pay for their own oppression led to the great ontb;eak

and enahled the exiles to re-~establish temselves in the
Netherlands. The Sea-Beggers were given s hese. The
"bruhagts were given a place from which to trade. William
of Orapge was slso given a bsse. The Calvinists were made
the heros of the Netherlands and the rulers of Holland.
But this can be saild; Alve drove the Calvinists ocut the

&

Southern "etherlands, or what 1s now northern Francee

Merriman hed this to say: "The primary cause of 1t, (the

roevolt) in other words, we= was economic though it was to need

the additional impetua of Calvinism to give it vietory in
the Northeast."* . The slcabala (Sales Tax) was to wreeck.
the Spanish Empire, but the buainess_men of that Empire
were just smert enough to step out hgfora the orash. _
The businessmen were the Netherlands; who had found an

ally in Oslviniam which understood that s busineasman

must be able to undersell hims competitors and that ,

a buainessman must trade with 211, They saw thet ?he center
of the world had shifted from Rome to North Europe, where
it 1sstill today unless it hss moved to Vashington but

that is a guestion,

* Merrimsn, Rise of the Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P. 301
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Theo Deginning of The Use of Compromige

Alva was replaced by Don Touie Requesons, who in the
socond month of his govornorship defeated the srmy which
Iouias of Nassou hed lod into the Fotherlands from Germany,
The tire hod come for merey to the vanquished foe, oven the
Pope @eld tkst thoy must not be sfrald of treeting with
Ovanpge, himsolf.* Thilip p;cked Requeceons beceuse he cons=

f1dered him ¢ "relishle man, whe wourld tclerste no diminution
of the muthority of the Crowme."** Ee wished to proclaim

a gonorul psrdon cnd to rescind the"ileebala™ or "Salee Tax",

Alva, however, influcnced Fhilip mgainat such & pordone.
Philip had slrendy before the capture of Hsarlem tnrned
toward merey not to peorle but $o propertyr. f@ sow @hqt
his. army waa conquerfing; but when they were finished, the
king hod nothing bnt & msas of rulned houses snd churchae
I¢% wos this ceonomic conoiderstion whieh changed in port
the policy of pillope.***

Requonens rroeleimed s general prrdon at Brussels
on June 5, 1676, and folloved it with an offer %o abolish
the "Smleu Tax". ZTo hie great murprice no one caraed.
Inatec@ of being considerod aé merer on the part of the
Klng."thn people lobkked upon these cuts us the confesaion

*Pastor. History of the Fopes, Vol n. Pe3
'fﬂhrrimnn. Rige of tho Spanish Empire, Vol Iv; P, 301
"‘”naue:o:.. Philip II, P 198
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of weaknesa that they were. Then came the seige of Lbyﬂen._
where once again the ses came to the rescue of the patriots.
Negotiations were carriocd out with the Hollanders; but the
orux was that the King would not withdraw his troops until
order and the supremacy of the Romag Catholic Ghnrch_hgd
been restoredes This the Calvinists, who ruled Hpiland.
would never grant, Requeaena borrowed enough money to
raise a new army (a diffioult task since the oredit of
Spain was nile), He invaded Holland but the only result
was that some of the Catholic peasants suffered horrible
tortures at the hands of Sonoy on the charges of helping
the enemy. This reign of terror erftd st the commend of
W11licm. The bishops were given a bhoost by the Jesuits,
who were supported by Requesenas, The bishops had n9t
pushed the Decrees of Trent for a nuﬁier_or reasons, not .
the lesst of which was hatred of the Spanish., The Jesuits,
however, were bound to no country. The fine eftgrta of
Rewunesens came to naught at his d eath on l!larch 5, 1576,

In June the Spanish troops teok Zierikszee, but soon
afterward they broke out into mutiny and lost the result

of their nine monthas of work, The great defeat of Spain wss
not due to the force of srms; but it resulted from the
f£inanolsl stete into which the obstinats reaistance of the
Notherlands had plunged the entirs Spaniah Empire, When
Philip declared in sutumn of 1575 that the Spanish tressury

7
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was bankrupt, he géva the finsl push on the rosd down to his
army in the Netherlands., Philip slso ruined the men, who
had heen his faithful supporters. The grest Fugger

Banking House of Augsburg, which hed been his ta!th;ul :
supporter in timea of orisis, wes ruvined by this ban?ruptoy.
The weslth, whiech had been st the disposal of Philip, had
passed out of his hends, The forces of Spein were never to
invade the soil of Holland end Zealand ageine The finsncial
exhaustion of the Spanish SZmpire merked in essentials the
limits of Spanish power snd of the power of the Churck of
Rome.

VWie muat remember that the ships that transported
the goods from Antwerp to Spaln belonged to Hollanders ;
and Zealanders, who claimed to be loyal to Philip. However,
these same men found no difficvlty in coming over to
William, now thah his men had taken over Hollend sna
Zealand, nor did they have any satrong obJaotions to support-
ing with money the plans of Willisme The very money they
refused to give to the King of Spain,

Upon the death of Requesens the Couneil of State ?ook
over the rule of theNetherlsnds (Southeran ﬂ@therlanﬁg.
that 1s)e The Spanish member of the Couneil, De Roda,
called all the Spanish -oldieia to Antwerp, where his men
held the ocitadel. He now olaimad-all power. The Couneil
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of State called in troops, chiefly German and Walloon
under the leadership of Aerschot, a rival of Williem.
negotlations were opened with Willism, who had the only
group of orgainzed troops in the land becides the Spaniards.
The conditions were thct the organizetion in the South ves
%o be on ¢ Catholic &nd conservative basis.* The Calvinists
0of tho South had now been in exile for st lesst fifteen
yearas, and many were content to stay where they were.
The ordinsry individusl would have been oontant_with & mere
treuty of pesce with nothing said about religion in the
Spanish provinces. That was the attitude of William,
However, then occurred another of the Spsnish blunders,
the Sack of Antwerp by the Spanish troops. After that sot
the Netherlsnds belonged Lo ¥William in raaliﬁy. if not on
pepere <The treaty of pesce was rtified at once with the
following conditions:

"It was a trecty of pemce between the provinces of

the States-Ceneral on the one side and Hollend and

Zeglend on the other, and at the ssme time sn 2

alliance for the repulsion of the Spanish soldiefy

and other forelgn oppressors. The rrince of Grange

was recognized in Y¥is Stadtholderships dating from

before Alva's tine; the towns belonging to them

wkich hed not yet accepted his authority were to

do so after having received "Satisfacotion" from

him on points in disputes An extraordinary

assombly of the States-Cenoral weas to be cslled to-

gother in order to settle everything, the religious

question included, and this in Hollend and Zealsnd
no less than elsewhere. Until then the Edicts

* Geyl, Revolt of the Netherlsnda, Fi 149
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againat heresy were everywhere to be suspended.
The States of Holland and Zealand promised not to
undertske anything sgeinst the Catholie religion
outside their provinces. The exclusive rule of
Calvinism in the "two provinces was, for the time
being at any rste, recognized implicitly: in a
clause sbhout geoularined Church lands almost
explicitly."

Philip then sent his half-brother, Don Jusn, to govern |
the Netherlsnds. The policy had now chenged. The gosl of |

the governor was to maintain true religion snd the authority |
of the crown. Philip was willing to grant»all the requests |
of the Netherlsnders, to remove the troops, to remove the

taxes, and to place the government into the hands of the
"etherlanders. Don jusn found to his surprise that the

rule had slready passed into the hands of the Estates-

Generale There would be no negotiatiops until the troops

were sent away, William kept the provinces from giving _

way before Don_Juan. Matters came to such a pass that in
February, 1§77, the_ao-oallad "Perpetual Ediot" was issued.

In this "Don John undertook tpa@ the foreign soldiery

should depert at once by land, never to return, and that all

the cherters and liverties of the Provinces should be

mainteined; while the states sgreed to receive the King's
brother_gs Governor-Genersl and to unhold the Catholic

P55 hean woa mobtaotiafl.2°8 2 Als poweea’ant nads th

* Geyl, Revolt in the Netherlands, P. 150
** Cambridge Modern History, Vol III, P. 247
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last of the Spanish mistakes, when he oaptured Namur.
this put the Netherlands once more into the hands of

Wllliam, Vi1ll4am became "Ruwart" of Brebant, which in
theory made him the governor of the Netherlends.

e

Vihile the events in the Netherlands were going in
favor of William, it was gel!efident ﬁhat this would not :
continues The combination of liilliam, the Roformed; and the |
popular or demon:atle elements_attempteg to make yh!nga
gure. They engineered revolta 1n_§owna. Gefe Ghept, they

put enemies of Williem into prison, e.g. Aerschot, the

Stadtholder of Flanders, and thgy §:ldd to use force to
install the Reformed Church. In an effort to forestall force
they made the mistake of using force and so gave the almost
defeated Counter-Reformation the chence to come back. Vith
the sid of William revolts broke out in Ghent and other
cities in which the Reformed took a prominent part. “here
was sn attempt by Archduke Matthies of Austris to instsll :
himself;aa governor on the 1nvltntion of the Catholic party,
but it was of very little lasting value, |

.Iha Reformed had become the core of the pabtriot
orgsnization. The cause of the nation.hed become bound up
with thet of the Church. The Reformed, who had returned to
Flanders and Brabant, attemptea to give to the people
atill living tysre thg b;engingu_og religious liberty,
ss practiced in Holland, In Ghent in 1578 the exdrcise of
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of the Catholic religion was prohibited by the revo}ut!onary
party, which was given secret aid by William. At Antwerp
Willism sttempted to introduce a religious paaee; under
which both chursches could exiaﬁ. but as in the rest of the
country neither the Catholics nor the Reformed were willing
to grant the right of existence to the other. 1In the

mean while the Spanish troops returned and Don Jusn's
general, Alexander of Parma, defeated the Walloon troops of
the States (of the south) at Gembloux. _Theae troopa. whose
pay was withheld by the Estates-General, mutinied in

August, 1578, and cleimed that they were iightipg for the
Catholic religion end Pscification. In the mesn while

John Casimir, a strong Calvinist and Elector Palatine,

moved into Ghent, where he supported the popular Calvinistiec
movement. The country was divgded into nummerous perties
with interlooking directorates, so that one could not separate
them, No one gquite nnderstood who was who, Suoh'waa the
setup when Don Juan did Philip the favor of dying, thus
allowing the capable Alexander of Parma to Eake over the rule
of the Netherlands,

SR EtE o == ' 8 ;o | irew
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Conquest by Compromiae

Up until the reign of Don Juasn the only use of brains
gseema to have been on the part of William; who used the. -
mistakes of Philip to his own advantage., William had Beenm

willing to bargain == in fact had to = wheroasnrhlllp and
his goverhora werec too stubborn. Alexander of Parma was a
true grandson of Charles V. His mother; Hargaret of Parms,
was an illegitimate dsughter of Charles V, He was a soldier
‘and a smart one. He was a gemeral, not a grandstand hero.
He knew when to £ight, when to bribe, and when to negotiste.
He never underestimeted the powers: oi_hla enemies, He
knew who could make Catholicism secure, mow that the cause
of Catholiciem and Spain hed become one. That was his job
to meke Catholicism and Spain one and the same, He was
quiok to import the Jesuits, Friendship for the Jesuits
had been a family tradition with the Fagnese(h}s father's
femily).* As fast as the towns were sonquered, the Jesuits
moved in and conaolldatén the gains made by wer. 1In 1583
Parma established a Jesuit College at Mons. It was through
his intervention that in 1584 the society received the right
to acquire and hold property under eccleasiastical Juris-
diction, as well as the right of making free use of the

* pastor, History of the Popes, Vol XX, P. 23
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privileges granted to it by the Holy See.* He considered
the Jesuits to be the most efficient instrument for

restoring Belgium to the Church of Rome, The Jesults were

installed and many of the parish priests, formerly exiles from

Calviniatio-inspired revolts, willingly and glsdly ;oined
their order. The Prince of Perma asaigned a pension from
the Royal treassury to them. Von Ranke guotes, Sscchinus
as follows:
"It was the opinion of Alexunder and his advisers
that the society should be instantly settled in
every city recovered from tho heretics,as a means
to secure the public tranquillity, and et the ssme
time, to promote the piety of individuals.
According to the Imago Primi Seculi, this was also
the will of the king, who had recently laid his
ocommands on the genersl of the order to f£ill all
the ohlef oities of Belgium with the members.” **
The Capuchin Order arrived in the Netherlands in 1586«
They helped in recovering the territory which Earmg won
bsck. These two orders did the work of re-eduaating the
people after Parma hed driven out the Calvinist preachers
and congregationa., Where Parma's srms could not protect _
the Jesuits, the Reformed sew to it that they left or else.
They recognized in the Jesuits their greatest enemies.
With a willing heart snd en intelligent mind Parme
plunged into the meas which confronted him., Neither the

Protestants nor the Catholics would support eny policy of

* Pastor, Hiatory of the Popes, Vol XX, P. 23

** Yon Ranke, History of the Popes, Vol II, P, 76,
quoting Sacchinus, pers V. lib. iv. n, 58
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toleration. The Reformed had made the mistake of thinking
that all the South meeded wus a push and it would fgll like |
a ripe apple, Then the North and Protes?anf section of the |
Hletherlands met and sterted to draw up an slliance to '
meet the attecks of Parma. The South end Catholic Netherlands

met and started po draw up an allianoe; vhich while it was

againat the King, was also against the Reformed. Aloxandgr

got in contact with tho meeting of the South and soon changed

the alliance from one against the King and the Reformed to

one againat the Reformed slone. Thess two meetings were

played off asgainst each other. The 014 trick(if you don't

move f£irst, ha"will) was used by both sides,

- Alexander, pho hdéd to geal only with nobles, finished

hia treaty first, "The Union of Arras."” William had to deal

with the representatives of the cities, who while not
nessarily democratic were given to a great deal of talk.
On January 6, 1679, the Union of Argas wag arrsnged betyoen
the Estates of Arois and Hainault and the oity of Dousi,
where the Jesuit College had been located. The Union
demanded that all the sutonomous privileges of the
nbtherlande be restored., The foreigners were to depart, L.

On the oredit side of Philip'es ledger stood this condition
that the Castholic faith was to be msintained in the provinces

which esocepted the Union. This last claunse threw these
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Provinces into the hands of Philip who due to thet sct be-
came their champion, who would keep their faith for them.
The Union was sided by bribes. "The great lords of those
provinces made excellent terms for themselves,"*

The Reformed had f£led from the VWalloon provinces and
there remained a scanty population of peassnts who hed
little or nothing to say about the smctions of their political
and ectlesissticel superiors. The Walloons were more French
than the Duteh, who had Germesn influences working npon
theme There wzs a differance of langusge, not betyeap the
nobles but between the common people of the VWalloon provinces
and the people of Hollend. The intrigues 02"31exandgr vere
aided by the fret that in the Walloon provinces the new
bizhops, men or practicsl shility, had hscn pescesbly in-
atslled. Tho see of 4rtois was in the cherge of Franeois
de Richerdot, who had obsorhed the prinoiples of the
Counter-Refrometion et the Councii of Trent. The other
bishops were men of the ssme stripe and had their flocks is
under such good control thet these provinces were not
exposed to the wild tﬁrbnlenue of the iconoclastic riots,
Both the bishops and the clergy hed been prompt to accept the
Decrees of the Council of Trent. Von Rsnke claims that these
provinces were not treated ae harsh es the others during the

* Goyl, Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 173
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the rule of Alva:

"According to Viglii Commentarius Rerum Actarum

super impositione Decimi Densrii in Papendrecht

Analecta i, 1, 298, the tenth penny wes imposed

g: :gzgh:;tgizggegfﬁuﬁanco that i1t should not
While that may be true, it slso tmwue that the great
trading and industrisl centers did not join the Union of
Arras but stuck with the Reformed.

As the negotistions were progressing the South;mthe
same action was taken in the North but for a different
purpose, When the Reformed had realized that the :
Paoificetion had f£alled, they decided to form = union,
which would be able to protect them. The Eatates—ﬂengral
wasted too much time in talk and the Estates of Holland
end the other Reformed territories realized that fsst and
united action waes needed against the wiles of Alexander of :
Parma, It was necessary to bind the prov;poe of Gelderland,
the province first in the line of invasion, tightly to the
provinces of Holland Zealand, who were to suﬁply the troops.
The Catholics in Gelderland could not agree to any policy
and the Calvinistic generals with their mercensry troops
were sble to impose their will upon them,"The Union of

Utrecht" bound the Northeast provinces into a tight union

* Yon Ranke, Hiatory of the Popes, Vol II, P. 66
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(so 1t said on paper) for the defence of their rights and
libertiea. They took into their service troops commanded
by the German lgadér. Count of Hohenlohe, These troops
were under the Estestes of Holland not under the Estates-
Genersl of the Netherlands. In theory there was to be
complete freedom of Religion in these provinces but the
result was thet in Holland and Zealand the Reformed took
over, William, while aupporting_tha Union of Utrecht on
one hand, was still hoping for an alliance with Catholie
Frances. With that in mind he did not went tg frighten
off the French catholioq; who did not wish to help the
gprecsd of Calvinism, The Union of Utrecht drew the line
of demarketion between the Catholic South and the .
“rotestant North. From this time forth military strenmgth
was to prove the controlling £ac§or. The Catholie Spanish
armleg could go up to the rivers, which aepagated the two"
section, but no further. The maritime provinces of Hollend
and Zealand weréG;ule supreme behind the proteotion of
those rivers, Meuse and the branches of th9 Rhine,

With his armies of German Mercenaries, the Spanierds
had been sent basck to conguer Portugal, Parma began his
campaign of conquest. He took the city.of Meestricht and
plundered it. Then he was forced to send the megcenailea

home and to build an army out of the Walloon Catholies.

T ————— T L L T ]
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Jn the meanwhile Orenge made an slliance with the Duke of
Anjou, who by this alliasnce was to become the King of the
Netherlandas, Anjou went to court Queen Elizsheth, During
his absence Payma took Tournai aided by the Dominicen Friar;
Father Groy, who d1d £ifth column work in the city.* The
terms of surrender were the !rotegtanta could remain "if
they would live 'without scandal', which doubtless meant
without openly professing their faith, and those who would
not submit to these conditions were permitted to sell their
property and depart", ** kS e
Anjou was unable to stop Parma. Henry III of France,
his brother, remained neutral. His troops were so poor
that Parma took town after town. Then Anjou atempted =
"Coup d'etat™ Egﬁ failed miserably in his attempt to seisze

Antwerp and hadkietreat to Dunkirk, where he remsined out

of the way of friend snd foe. Parms kept taking town after %

. towns. Always on the same terms there was to be no toleratfion

of Protestantism, the Catholiec Church was to be supreme, the
Inquisition was not to return, the Reformed were to leave.
True, many ministers and their followers left, but the mass
of the people conformed to the new change. The Catholic
bishopa had changede They nowkept a strong hand on

* Motley, Rise of the Dutch Republic, Vol IV, P. 2568
% Merriman, Rise of the Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P, 496
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acclesiastiocal discipline among their oclergye. ”nchaqtity;
venality, injustice were suppressed, The lesding mean in
this was Sasbout Vomeer, who reconwyuered the archbishopric
of Utrecht, There wns no longer any reason to complain
sgainst the olergy; the gross abuses had been removed. The
Archbishop of Cologne, a pro-ILutheran, had been raplaoedi
by a strong Catholiec; thus cutting off aid for the Calvinists
from that quarter, Thus Parma removed the_disturhing leaven.
of the Calvinists, both people and leadera, leaving a free
£1eld for the incoming priests. ! &
The spirit of resistance was still high, but then within
on month the Duke of Anjou, the t!tular hoad of the Patr;gta
died and William, the sctual head, was assassinated. Ehsg
much time was spent in ﬁeeleas arguing, while Parma scted,
While the Patriots negotiated with Elizsbeth, Parma took
Brussels and Mechlin. Certain Catholic towns revolted and
wentcover to Parms, Begoge the tresty was signed with
~Hlizabeth , the oity of Antwerp fell into his hands, The
terms were the seme, catholloisﬁ wes re-established but
the Reformed were grented four yesrs hefore they had to_
depart, After that Elizabeth took a greater interest 4in
the wer in the Netherlenda, because she knew that England
was next on the Spanish timetable of oquneat. She aent
.over the Esrl of Leicester with English, Scoteh, and Irish
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troopss He kept Parma from advancing too far, but in
general, the Earl of Leicester wea a poor soldier. Elizsbeth
a8 usual gave poor aupport, In 1887 the results of his poor
generalship benesme evident, when two of his men sold
Devonter and.ita entrenchments to the Spaniarda. Deventer v
was one of the bridge-head towng along the river defense line,
Parma by 1588 hed won & position of attack. Thia was to be
the last chance which Spain was to have to conquer the
Netherlanda and the laat chance to force the Counter~Reform—-
ation upon the People of Holland. The Counter-Reformation
was still to meke great progress but not with the aid of tie
arm of the State (Spain). But why d1d Parms not take
advantage of this great opprortunity and take over the
Netherlands? The anawer is two fold. A great and smasing
economic development took place in the North-western
territory, Holland and Zeslsnde, Then Philip exhausted his
resources in e mad attempt to econquer England and forced

Parma to intervene in the French Civil Ware
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Philip's Militery Mistekes

While the Reformed Church asnd the forces of 1ndep9nde£ce
were making themselves astrong in Holland; Philip returned to
the polioy of his father. He remembered the purpose behind
his merrisge to Bloody Mary, the control of the Znglish
Channel. This is not sn effort to retell the story of the
Armada, but to shpwpta effect upon thequr in the ne?herlandﬂ.
The armies of Parms had to be withdrswn to the South, where
they were to be picked up by the ships of the Armada and
convoyed from Dunkrik to England. Thuas the troops were with-
drawn from the front and Maurice was gble to rebuild the
patriot srmy, which had become disorganized sfter the with-
drawal of the English. Philip hed to rule the Channel in
order to- rule theiNetherlands, but the fleet was not able to
make contaot with Parma. The Dutch fleet effectively
blockaded the port of Dunkrik, thus tying up the few fighting
ship in Parma's invasion fleet. The English with their
all-weather fast~sailing ships shot the main fleet full of
holes. The Dutch fleet came to join the fight and the two
with their more modern cannon wers able to beat off the
Spanish fleet. Philip's fleet would have been sble to put
up a good £ight in the Mediterranean where sea hatﬁ;eg were
at:ll.dealded by hand to hand fights insteed of cannon.

The fleet which the Duteh hed built because of Philip's lust
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for powermand the oruelties of Rome beccme part of the instr-
umont, which marked the ond of the Spanish advence and the
high point of the Spanish Counter-Reformation. The bhattle
ground was now to shift to Germanye

The blow to Philip was a financiel one ns well as a
: mglitpry onee ﬁhn cost of the Armnda wes figured st
3,801,268 Ducnts.* While I cen not quote sny suthor on this
point, it is self-evident from a slight perusel of the fine
ancial condition of Spain, that this money wes borrowed money.
The oredit of Spain was destroyed forever, even though: the
feat was not evident at that time, The bankers who f£inanced
the 4rmade went bsnkrupt sooner or lastere The kingdom of
Spain had to be heavily tomed to build the ships necesssry
to replsce the vanquished Armsdse The taxecs of Spain were
raised so high. that the_!nduatry of the country was crushed,
“hon this f£lcet went heﬁenthgtha waves, pert of the paymsster's
gtores went down with 1t, Tné ships, which were csrrying th
gold nsaded to psy the troops éf Parma, never made contact
with éhe pann!leas-army. The Pope hed promised to support
the Afmada. but most of the money wes not to he paid over
until the soldiers had lsnded on the soil of Englande The
Spanish coost osnd the Ceribbesn were laid open to attack by
the English and Dutch navies and pirsteses The money of Spatn
* Marriman, Rise of the Spanieh Empire, Vol IV, P, 519
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had to be spent to protect her coasts asgainat the attecks of
the despised merchants of Holland. The greatest attack by
the Dutch took?lace in 1607, when Jacob Van Heemskerack
destroyed the Spanish fleet at Gibraltar and under the
batteries of the fort. The gold and silver which should have
gone to pay the Spanish soldlers was wasted on the Armada.
Many of the later mutinies might have been prevented, if
Philip had had enough money to pay his soldiers. )

The army of Parma had been diverted to the attsck on
England. Vihen that attae; falled, instead of attacking
Holland with these troops, Philip attacked France. This
attack was not a direct one but it consisted of small detach-
ments of troops. At4£1rst it wes mere token asid to the cause
of the Duke of Guise, who was attempting to rulé France.
Henry III was king but the two powers were tﬁe Duke of Guise
(Catholic) and Henry of Navarre (Huguenot). After the desth
of both the Duke of Guise and Henry III thoussnds of the best
troops of Parma'’s army were sent 1n§n France in an sttempt
to have Isabella, Philip's daughter,elected to the throne of
France. She was the daughéer by his first wife, who had been
a Frerch princess, This plan backfired because the Tutch
protitad'hy the absence of the Spanish troops. Whnp the Dutch
advanced, Parma was forced into turning his sttention northwerd
When he went north, the army of Henry I¥ (of Naverre) prospered.
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While Philip was weeting his money and his armies,
Hollend wes building up her atrength, The rule ot_hpr army
hed passed into the hands of Meurice,the femous son of
William of Orange, His father had been a great statenmap.
but his sonc wes to be a great soldier. His militery genius
was to secure the gains mede by his fathersetetesmanship.
lMgurice trained the srmy which the Estates created. The
great regulerity ;n finance and the small size of their
well-trained army, which was kept smell in order to be kept
well-paid, geve the leaders the power to accomplish their aims,’
So in 1590 the ermies of lMaurice began to move South and East,
He even went so far ss to campaign during the winter end to
use the canals for tranaport. ZThe unfsvorable condition of
thé Spanierds wes intensified by the death of Parms and by
mutinies on the part of the unpaid troops. The Archduke
Ernest of Austria was made the ruler of the Hetherlends.
After his death Archduke Albert of Austria was persuaded to
give up his position as Cardinal and marry Igabella, the
daughter of Philip. The two were given the provinces of tyo
Netherlasnds on the condition that if there were no children
from the marrisge, the rule would reﬁurn to Spain, The gran
result of the csmpeigns of lgurice against Archduke Ernest
and Archduke Albert wes that the port of Ostend wss 1oa§ and -
the territory necessary to protect the river defence line

was taken. The trade (the result of sixteen years of war)



]

(Page 77)

wse the best that the Netherlanders could have made. The
Spanish were unable to advance beyond the rivers and the
armies of lMaurice were unable to advance into Belgium.

The £inal result of all that expenditure of Spanish
gold and blood wes the "Iwelve Year Truce". This truce gave
everything to the United Netherlands and nothing to the
Spanish, except the abandonment of the Esst Indies trade by
the Netherlanders., The 'status quo' of territory was masin-
tained, and no promises were made by either side for tolere-
tion in matters of ;eligion. In'tha South the Reformed hed
left. In tha_ﬂbrth. the viectors, toleration woulad ngt pe
granted because they coneidered the Reformed religion and |
opprosition to Spain as one and the same thing. Protected by
the armies of Hollsnd the Reformed Church was to prosper
except in Utrecht. PFrotected by the Spanish srmies the
Counter~Reformation was to crush e2l1ll oprosition in the 4
South and to make certain inrosds into the United létherlanda.
The North or Holland wes left in control of Scheldt, which
meant that they could control the commercisl life of Antwerp.
The party which controled the life of Antwerp wbuld also

control the whole economic life of Belgium,
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The Economic Development

While the Earl of lLeicester busied himself in the
quarrels between the Calvinists snd the States, the
businessmen o:@bl;and became more and more powerful. The
Dutch Seg-Beggers, who now were organized into s more or
less formsl navy, end the forts on the Scheldt out off
Antwerp from the sen. #11 the commercisl traffiec to north
Europe went through: Holland. Those, who attempted to reach
Antwerp, either paid tribute to the Hollanders or lost thek
lives and their ships. The advantages of this control of
the @ea wsa known to the Spanish, but Spain weas too poor
in merine equipment to stop the Dutch. Philip preferred to
purchase or hire his ships in foreigh lands. He disliked
sea=-fighting and 41d not understand the economic possibilities
of a strong navye There was a deficiency of seilors and sesa=-

captains in Spain, whose empire spread acroas the sess.*

The Netherlanders did not copy the errors of Philip, when
the subject of sea-power was involved. Even in the midst of
war and persecution Dutch ships sailed for Spanish ports,

The profits, which they made, were then used to hire troops
to fight the Spain, which had supplied the money. i hen the
Spanish forced them out, they moved to Frotugal, where they
they received specisl privileges.** In 1585 Philip seized all
*Merrimsn, Rise of the Spanish Empire, Vol IV, P. 477

** B16k, People of the Netherlsnds, Vol III, P 186.
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fhe Dutch ghips in Spanish and Portuguese ports, That
gives us an indicstion that the trsde with Spain was very
extensive, In spite of such attempts Philip could not do
without the grain from the Baltic regions. If he refused
to trade, his people would starve. So the trade went on in
8pite of the decreocs of Philip snd of the Esgtates of Holland
( foreced by Ledohester ), The Dutch would bring manu-
factured goods and wheat to Spain and would bring back a
cargo of splces and gold. The profits in these desals went
to the Dutch merchants, who st the seme time had their money
invested in privateers. These privsteers kept the Spanish
and Portuguese from trading with the rest of Europe. Due
to Spains lack of sea=power the Dutch in conneotion‘with
the the English ruled the mea lanes to north Europe, slthough
nither Spain nor the Netherlands realiszed it, 5

Thanks to the the Counter-Reformetion the merchants hed
left Antwerp and movedup to Holland. They had capital and
invested it in voyages to the Indies. The Exiles had every=-
thing to gain snd little to lose, so they were willing to
teke chansces. When Spain ocut off the trade with Portugal,
the ‘Dutch started to sail directly to the East andmthna
began to build up their grest empire in the Last Indies,

In 1686 Leicester attempted to stop the treade wi?h
Flanders. He worked according to the m;litary theory, that
it should be possible to sterve the enemy. The merchants of
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Holland protested and elsimed that the only people to prosper .
would be their foreign sompetitors, while if the trade were
to be out off, the revenues of the provinces would drop.
Out of the revenues of these licences came the monpy; which
paid@ the expenses of the naval forces, which commanded the
rivers and the cosstal waters., Parme had tvrned the port of
Dunkrik into a bsse for his priveteers. It wes therefore
necessary for the Duteh to gusrd sgainst them. The Duteh
Navy (3) meintained a permanent blockade of the port; but it
naturally conld not be too etfective, €ince the ships of
those deys could not ride out atorms. during which the
blockeded force could slip out. In order to protect them-
gelvea the Dutoh ships carried.oannon and the Stetes issued
Letters of Marque. This force, unlike the neval force of
Spain, was made up of natives, The leading positions were
always occupied by Netherlanders gencrally promoted from
the ranks.® Thus every merchent ship wes & naval vessel
and every mercant seamen was a sallor, Unlike the navy
of Spain, the navy of Hollsnd wes elweys resdy beceuse
any ship could leave her ports and be ready to fight,
Needless to say, Lefcester's attemvt to stop the trade
with the enemy f£=iled.

Holland ooccupied a place =t that time similar to
the United States todey. She was engeged in war but the
X Geyl; Revolt of the Netherlands, P 235
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inveding armies never set foot upon her soil, Hollasnd o
and Zealand behind the river defence line a_nd the protectian
of the privateers enjoyed an absolute immunity from the
ravages of war., The mercenaries were garrisoned in the
frontier towns or at the mouths of the rivers. Thus unlike
the Spanish garrisons they had less temptation to mutiny and
plunder the prosperous towna under their csre., Trade:
consisted chiefly in an exchange between the Baltie
countries and France, Spain,and Portugels In 1590 Holland
merchantmen:.begnn to enter the Mediterranean. With this
influx of Spanish gold came sctivity and prosperitye.
Towns were enlerged, new herbors built, snd the lakes re-
claimeds Thousands begen to £ind work in the shipyards.
‘_ﬂnrlem snd Leyden took over the linen and woolen industiies,
which hed fled from Flanders, How could even the Jesuits
convince these Hollanders, that life was better under Rome?
These sensible businessmen knew how to count and were count-
ing the gold which went through their hands. They were
willing to support the Reformed as long as fhey were opposed
to the king of Spain. Then too the religious men gave_rth'e 2
new religion the crodit for the new prosperity o:_f the nation.
Those men; who had hed to flece from Flerf’er. vere now
80 properous that they diﬁ not want to return either to
¥larfors or to the Church of Rome. They could see that

!
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Antwerp had become a deserted town. Blok calls 1t:

"A decayed country town." * Instead of the forty Genoese
banking houaea.r the number had :!al:!.eri to two. The
numerous German, Portuguese; and Ehgilsh firms had moved
away and had settled in Amsterdem, To the merchants the
Church of Rome had come to mean SPaniah_'taxea and economiec
ruin, To the common man prosperity meant a job. The com-
mon man also gave the credit for this prosperity to the
Church, which had helped him resistfthe crushing taxes of
the Spaniards. Shipyard workers in sll times draw high
wages and have little interest in supporting any movement__
which would csuse them to lose that high pay. The merchant
seamen ' hited the Spanish and the Church of Bome. The
farmers were a bit slower to jJoin the Reformed Church; but
there was pressure from all sides from the Reformed Ministears

as well as from the cities which purchased their products.

. All, who prospered, felt that the Catholic Church put =

blight upon the commercial life of a country,.

* Blok, People of the Netherlandas, Vol IXI, P.317
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The Work of The Rivels .
Priests vs Ministers
While the wer was going on, the two religions were

fighting it out behind the protecting guns of their respective
ermies. While this factor can be overstressed ( o080 Geyi;
who I think.plays this up a 1ittle too much), on the other
hand the militasry situation must not be left out of the
pilcture, There is slways present that grest mass of indiff-
erent ﬁeopla; who sit and watch until the victor becomes
known and then jump in on his side. They, of course, were
the ones who were influenced by the tide of war, and their
aonversion or lack of it wu:ld"give the appesrance of vietory.
The Catholic Church wes in the midst of its campaign
to reconquer Europe. The 916 tools were no longer the
good tools, The tounpa?ion of the Jesuits, the decrees
"of tho Counoil of Trent, and the organisation of the bishop-
rica; all these were So meny attempts to introduce a reform=-
ation from within in order to oppose the reformation from
without, The opposition of the Netherlanders to the new
Bishopa and the cruel methods of Alva hed slowed the.
progress of the Counter-Reformation. On the other hand
Alva caused the Reformed to leave the territory whloﬁ later
became Catholic. The great strides of the Counter-Reforma=-

tion were made after the conquests by Alexsnder of Parma.
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He forced out all the Protestants who remained in
spite of the former persecutions., He and his suocesgora;
the A:ohdnkaa of Austris found the Gmfholio Church in poor
shape, materislly and spiritually. _In spite of the faet
that the ocm ntry was poverty-striken, the Church of Rome
epent a great deal of money (the people's money) in rebuild-
ing churchs and on works of art. That was a good plece
of strategy to use against the Reformed who were and still
are the opponents of art and beauty in church 1life and
buildings. The architects, artists, sculptors, and builders
were kept busy thus giving the country a false air of
prosperty at times and in the locslities, where the new
churchs were being built,

The grestest progress was in the persons of the
clergy. The o0ld type of drunken ignorant priest was gone.
The new men were capable and devoted, 8Striet superviaion
was given to the fitness and conduct of priestse The
University of Louvain with its theologisns csrefully wetched
the orthodoxy of the priests. Nowhere else in Europe were
the clergy as sealous in their work as in the Netherlands.*
The work was welldone. The cath?llo.ghnrcp won a_e?mp;ato
victory in the South. At Artois, Flenders, Brabent, and
nalnaut; where the Reformed had started thelr_wo;t had bgen
* Blok, History of the People of the Netherlands, Vol II, P 519




PEEESSASL LSl e Lt

(Page ig5)

reconquered so thoughly that not a trace of heresy could be
found. The Reformed had been forced out and the nothing
but the ignorant peassnts, who 418 not eare or could not
eare, were left., The nobles and the clergy ran things to
suit themselves. VWith the fall of Ostend the forces of the
Counter-Reformation moved in end in a short time those who
had remained became good Catholics once 2gain. The policy
of fire and sword was no longer used as the means of
conversiong the sly methods oi.the Jesuits had geplaogd
them. However as late asg 1597, the "heretic"™ Anna van den
Hove was buried alive.*

As mentioned eerlier the Jesuits had been welcomed in
by Alexander of Parma. Hatnrally. they could only work
in the territory, which the Spanish hed conquered. The
patriot forces considered them to be spies and traitors.
This definition was a true one, sinece they owed allegiance
only to the FPope, who was definitely .sgainat the Reformed.
As mentioned before the Catholic monks did "Fifth Column”
work for the armies of Spain:' This circumstance hindered
the work of the Uounter-Reformation in the territories
atill econtroled by the Reformed and the United States of
the detherlands. The Jesuits estsblished themselves in
the chief towns snd worked themselves into & postion of

greet influence smong the well-=-to-do middle clsss., They .

* Blok, Eistory of the People of the letherlgnds. Vol III, P.264

* Motley, Rise of the Dutoh Republie, Vol IV, P. 258
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uged the seme system, which hed worked so well in the
reat: of Europes Theoy beoocsme the confessors ond teachers
of the rich and the noblose They had the University of
Douay and theoir seminery at St. Cmver to help thom.

The court at Brussels undor the rule of a former
Cardinal (Archduke ilbert) applied force in his efforts
to influence the people to remain or to turn Catholic.
There were thoussnds who had romained becsuse of worldly
conslderctiohse They were tired after yosrs of dietrens
and were The population hed been weakened by the depsrture
of its vigorous members, who had gone to the North. The
best of the leading personages had fled to the North
soeking eitheror both, freedom of religion or nel_ilth.
Those who remained wanted pesce and were willing, 1f
nocessery to give up their faith in return for pesce.
Zhoy wer: glnd to £im rest snd corfort under the
ocombined rule of the Roman Church and the Archduke.

The Inquisition and the Stsks were absndoned, but the more
subtle methoés of persuasion by force were applied to

the unre-convertod portions of the populance. The
Archdukes hed become populer in the South, in spite of
the faot that their independonce was only nominole In
the North the Catholio clergy'tel.t no aversion to con=

sidering them the resl rulors of the country.
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The Catholic clergy in the North worked under a
definite hasndicap. The grestest progress was made under
the leadership og Susbogt Yosmeer. He wes 1n grder.
Vivar of Utreht,(1583),Apostolic Vicar (1592), and
Archbishop in 'partibus infidelium' (1602)., The spirit
of the Netherlands was opposed to persecution for the
gake of religion. Thé Catholie priests, even though
looked upon as ememies of the Sta#es. werc allowed to
move about freely, if they took precsutions. The work
was very difficult. The work consisted chiefly in
inspiring the smasll band of faithful with new eourage.
Vosmeer and his men were able to keep a small nucleus
of faithful, They could not, however, prevent the :
majority from slipping out of the sontrol of Rome and
into the ranks of the sotive Reformed orgsnization.

In the country especially the priests were very
carefully watahgﬂ.‘ao that they were not able to
accomplish much. !

There was another difficulty the bad reletions
between the reguler and secular clergy. The former
were hated by the Officials of the States, as before
mentioned. The Josuits had influenced the people of
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Groningen to resist tho army of the States.* Vosmeer's
work was hindered, when in 1602 the States: "got hold
of evidence showing that he had been received‘by the Arch-
dukes, and had appesled to them for support in order to have
the Archbishopric of Utrecht restored.™ This was looked
upon as heresy and his prinecipal helper, Elbertus Eggius was
imprisoned at the Hague for a few yesrs, Vosmeer was forced
to lead his Counter-Reformstory work from Cologne.™*

The Counter-Reformation hsd eonquered in the South
but at a high price. The strongest catholic country of the
world, Spain, wus destroyed in the course of the f£ight
and the great commeréisl region of the southern section of
the Netherlaends was orushed for a long period. Southern
Netherlands wes not to regain its greatness until the rule
of Spain was no longer to cast its blight over the land.
The result of the Counter-Reformation was a victory for the
church of Rome in part of the Netherlands. There were two
other results; the building of a Calvinistic Holland and the
freeing of the Church and the country of Englend from the
yoke of Rome. It would have been better forthe Church of
Rome to have reformed its clergy firat instead of relying
on force, If they had permitted the Calvinists to exist
= Geyl; Revolt of the Netherlands, P. 228
* Ibia
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alongside of the Catholics, the great gains In industry
and commerce would have helped the Church of Fome as well
ag the strong Calvinist organizetion in Holland. By the
use of force they forced many a Rbtherlander_who hed been
a nominal Catholie to become an sctive Calvinist.

After the hostilitieas had cessed, the forces of the
Counter-Reformation proceeded to make grest gains. This
time, however, they used peaceful means. The Jesults used
the same tactics, which they hsd used in the South and
profited by the Arminian controversy. Von Ranke gives the
following figures for the yesr, 1622:

"In the year 1622 there were 220 secular priests

employed in the provinces; thrt number not by any

means sufficing to the necessities of the time.

According to the report in question, the number of

Catholics in the diocese of Utrescht smounted to

160,000; in the diocese of Hasrlem, to which

Amsterdam belonged, i1t was 100D000; Leuwarden hsd

15,000; Groningen, 20,000; and Deventer, 60,000

Catholics"™*

Now let us consider the other group, the Calvinists,
who were operating in the North, The Reformed, who had
fled to the North, were strong zealous believers. ZThey wemw
loyal to their church with that fanatic loyalty of the exils.
The government of the United Netherlands supported the
Reformed Ministers as loyally as the Spanierds supported the
Church of Rome. The Catholic Church was looked upon as an

*Yon Ranke, History of the Popes, Yol II, P, 328, quoting
'Relatione delle provincie ubbidienti, parte i1, e, 1i.'
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enemy of the State. All knew that the Pope was opposed to
the United States of the Netherlsnds. Only Protestants were
considered to be loyal to the state. The lesson taught by
the Irish Catholic troops (English hired), who had sold out
to the Spanish, was well learned. In all the towns which
fell into the hands of the United States of the Hbtherland-;
the exercise of the Catholic religion was immediately sup~-
rressed. The churche were taken over for the Reformed and
the images and pictures removed. In places opposition was
to be found. Tho grestest difficunlty was to be found in
the converaion of the country districts. There the clergy
had not been given over to the sins of the flesh as in the
great citiea., The slow progress was also due to the danger
of enemy raids and the shortage of ministers., The first could
only be removed with the coming of peace. Efforts were
made to use the 0ld priests as ministers, but ?ho result
'aa-poor due to ignorance of Reformed aootr;no. prejudice
againat marriasge and other Reformed oustoms, and obstinacy.
The Reformed Synods continually petitioned the astate
to correct and improve conditions. For the Reformed hed no
soruples sbout asking the state to use force upon the
people. Ebuevqr; by this I do not mean the Inquisition
or anything like 1t. The cases of persecution during the
violent portion of the rovoltfwero acts of individuals
or were motived by Catholic sid to the Spanish. The
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powerful force, which the Reformed used; was the school.
The Synods never tired of urging the suth®ities to make
better provision for educution. The Reformed Pastor was
often the school teacher. They produced a people who were
able to follow sermons and read the Bible intelligently.
For the common man there:waa a higher intelleotual and moral
standard than in Belgium, where the Jesuits centered their
efforts upon the high and mighty. ] > bl

When viewed from a strictly human standpoint, the
Reformed survived in tke North onlybecause they were protected
by the armies of thrloe, Protestan?lam lived because of the
protection of the asrmies, the rivers, and the sea, Combined
with these factors was the economic development, which was
aided by the dootrines of Calvinism., Calvinism does not
make a virtue of poverty ss the Catholic Church does. The
Protestant teachings direct men in their conduct with their
£01106 and do not direct them to monsateries and aonvanta;
which shield one from the world. ¢

It would have been juat too much %o qak of the marohagts
who hed had their buasinesses ruined by cathgllo oppression,
that they should return to the fold., Holland protga?ed
by her water barriers had built up a merchant marine, based
upon the'"Sea-Beggara" whouwould never be able to make peace
with the Roman Church., The workmen in the North prospered,
while those in the South sterved. The Reformed put the



blame on the Church of Home, which in connection with
Philip II hed esused the eondition. No one in the North
was willing to live in the South. Colviniats were willing
to leave the South and go to the North, hut most of the
Catholics prafersd to =»isk living in the prosperous Worth.

The oruelties of Philip hed orented s hstred in the henrts
of the soldiers snd in the heerta of the Reformed radicels,
which casod them to oprose any peace whichamscked of com=
promias, '

Horthern Netherlaonds wis too houﬁd un with the com=
meraial intorests in England, Jorth Oarmeng; end the Baltie
to give in to eny aproals to retuirn to the Church of Rome.
The very power, which had been hﬁllt up during the strugrle
ageinst Spain and Kome, prevented the Calvinistz from
roturning to Rome, The return to Rome would have required
more than a sacriflce qf religion (which the m=jority were
not wiillng to make) but also ~ ssorifice of country and
wealthe The Church of Roms hod confisosted the weanlth of
horetics, 1if they would not recsnt. In this éasa the wealth
would be lost, i1f the horetics returned to the Church of
Rome, Rome's weapons had been plsced into the handsof her
enemies, The fuzith of the Cslvinists wea defended asnd backéd
up by the economic power of the new stete.

Spain hsd opened the fizht in sn effort to crush the
1iberties mnd the hercsy oi her lgtherlond's provinces. She
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was able with her army to crush the liberties of the
Southern provinces. Safe behind the protection of her ships
and her rivers Holland was able to use her commerical and
industrisl know-how to out-build snd to out-trade Spain.

By out-trading and out-building Spain the Netherlands was
able to get and hold political and religious liberty. The
gold and silver, which was spent by Spain in the effort to
orush the Netherlands, went through the commercisl channels
and enriched the Netherlands., The great armies and fleets
of Spain drained the wealth, manpower, and energy of that
Catholic country. The Counter-Reformstion in the Netherlands
was based upon the power of Spain, which was destroyed in tlke
atruggle. Vihen the little country of the Netherlands fought
the Spaniards to exhsustion (on the part of Spain), the
Counter-Reformation also reached the ehd of its advance
towsrds England., The Spanish power was so crushed that her
aid in the Thirty Year Var was not sufficient to crush the
power of the Protestants in Germany. The victory of the
Netherlands saved the Americas for the Protestant Ghur;h.

If Spain had won, sll the Americas would have become Cetholie.
In this fight a despised.-commercisl nation defeated a nation
of warriers and ﬁade the world safe from the persecutions of

the Church, that considers it God-pleasing to yurn heretica.
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