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Nations precedes the Millenniume. 21 ,

This judgment, Pettingill goes on to say, will deal with the "Nations," }
that is, the Gontlles and they will bs judged upon the basis of how

they heve treated the Jews who have been concerted prior to the
1i1lennium and have gone out to preach to other peoplos. =
Briefly, then, the premillemmialist argument is this that all
passages vhich raefer to the "end" and to the judgment which follows
it speak of tho enl of the Gospol era and the Judgment of the Nations.
Only the judgment before the Great ithite Throne of Rev. 20, 1ll=15
ie the last judgment. But this is not a goneral judgment since only
the loet dead, the unbelievers, will be judged at this time since
all the rost have been already judged and separated.
But what do clear, unmistakeable Scripture passages tell us
of the Judgment? John 5 speaks of' the fact thet Ohrist is given the
authority to execute judgment and we read in va. 28=29; " Marvel not
at thioc for the hour is coming in the which all that aro in the graves
shell hear His voico and shall come forth: they that have done good
unto the resurrection of life, and they that have dome evil unto the
resurrection of dammation.” Pettingill expressly states that the
Judgnent of .i'.ha Nations includes only those Gentiles living at the
time the Judguent is to teke plage. Very evidenmtly,then, he could
not olaim that the judgment spoken of in John 5 is the Judgment of
the Natione. It must thereforo be the judguent &t the Great vhite
Throne. Yet this passage clearly states that some will be saved and

27. Pettingill, God's Prophecies for Plain People, p. 129
28. ibid, p. 15,0



others will be demmned. This io not in accordance with the pre-
millenarien view that only the lost will be Judged at the Grea.t‘
White Throns. In John 6, 40 we vead: " And this is the will of ilim
that sent me that svery ome which seeth the Som, and believeth on
Him may havoeverlasting 1life; and I will raise him up on the last
day." This passaze too speaks of believers, thoso who will be saved,
and thoy are to be ralssd on tho iast day and having been raised
will stand bsfore the throme of God. No ones cen say with convistion
that this"last day" refors to the end of the Gospel era. It is in

no way qualified, it mst refer to ths end of the world.

Hence from cléax- words of Scripture we find thast there is but
ono goneral judgement of both the righteous and the unrightecus
vhich will take place at the last day. Clearly then, the signs
waich arse to precede the judg¥ment mist refer to the finel judgpment
and the end of the world.

It might bo well to mention here one cothor sign to which the
premillennialists atteach great imporicnce in declaring that the
Millennium ia near. That sign is the Zionist movement. This nove-
ment wes founded in Besle in August 1897 under the inspirstion of a
pamphlet by Dr. Theodore R. Hertzel in which he proposed that Pal-
ostine should he secured for am autonomous goverrment of the Jews.
Their aims es set up by the first Congress are as follows: l. Zionism
strives to procure for the Jews an openly recognized and legally
assured home in Palestine, 2. ¥ith & view to the realization of this
object, one of the mesns the Nongress contempletes using is the
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centralization of the entire Jewish people by meens of o general
institution agreeable to the laws of the land in which t.he.y are
now dispersed, and to strengthen in them petriotic sontiments snd
a Jewish nationfl self-conociousness. fis & result of this movement
there were in 1940 same 425,000 Jews in Palestine compared to not
more than 10,000 in 1867.

This movement, sey the premillennialists, is a fulfillment of
all thooe passages which speak of Isreel returnin: to Jerus2lem

and to lit. Zion. Here again they insist on the literal interpretation,

*when these passages evidently refer to the spirituel rathering

of thope who have accepted Chriet in fa!.th. All such shall,indeed,
be zathered to Zion. That is, all those who have come to faith
have reoturned to Zion, they have joined the Gospel Church, the
Una Sancta. But to use the argument of the premillennialists

" themselves we find that this return is always spoken of as occ-

uring aft the same time when Israel shall repent and boliove.Cer=
tainly the Zionist movement finds no such action on the part of the
Jews as its complement. lany Jews, in fact, are opposed to the
Zionist movement for they feel it is against the ordinance of God
to thus try to establish Jerusalem and Palestine as the center of
their nation at this time. They prefer to wait until the time when
the Messiah Himself shall come and lead them backe. Also we find the
movement has ite greatest popularity inthose oocuntries where persec=-
ution of the Jews is rampant. Hence it is quite evident that it is
not a desire on the part of the Jew to return to Palestine to await
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the sominz of tho lLord that prompts him to go tut rather for the

purely earthly motive of avoiding persecution. g

THE RAPTURE:
Proseeding now to tho events immediatoely preceding the Millennium |

iteelf we find the first eccurence, according to the premillenarians,

to be the Rapture of the Church. " Repture", asccording to the dic-

tionary, means "to be caught up." Baumern states it thus:

There will be a {ime coming when Christ will retura to
take His saints with “im to heaven. At a time that we know
not, all those who are believers in Christ, who were members
of the Clmrch on earth and have died will be raised from
thelr praves and will be translated to heaven. Likewise all
those are living at that time who are believers will be
caught up into heaven in the twinkling of an eye. Their
bodies will be changed from fleshly bhodies to spiritual
hodieas end thoy will disappear from sight into heaven.

Now this coming of Christ for His saints will not be
observed hy all. No one will know of it oxcepnt His chosen
saints who are members of His Church here on earth. 29

'This dootrine is allegedly based upon the passage of I. Thess.
4, 13-18:

#ut I would not heve you ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep that ye sorrow not even &s others vwho
have no hope. For if we believe thet Jesus died and rose
8pain even so them 2lso which sleep in Yesus will God bring
with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord
that we which are alive &nd remein unto the coming of the

Lord shall not precede them which are asleep. For the Lord
Himeelf shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of Cod: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be ceught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.

Before we procesd one point inthie comnection should be made

olear. Premillennialists use the terms "Rapture® and "Revelatiom"

29, Bauman, ope Citep, Do .



to denote two separate ocourences. The " Revelation” is the term
glven to that event when Christ will appear vikdibly to all men

to take up fis reign on earth during the Millemnium. In other

vords the " Revelation" is the real beginning of the Millernnium
iteelf. This is not to be confused with the " Rapture" which occurs
prior to the great tribulations of the last times. At this time
Christ will come to telia His saints, both living and dead, to heaven
with Him, As has been stated above this occurence will not be
racognized by all psople. In the strict sense it is not an appearance
of Christ at all for only the saints who are taken will know that
Christ has come. All others will be unaware of it while at the
"Revelation" all men will know that Christ has come for He will come
openly and in glory. The premillemnialists press the point of com-
parison in the text which tells us that Christ will come as a thief
in the night saying that it refers to the Rapture with the thought
that no one will know of lHis uom:l.ng.’o However, just how so many
people (all believers at the time of the Rapture) could suddenly
disappear viﬁ:mt notice has not been fully explained by the pre=
millennialists.

The Rapture doss not refer to the general resurreotion of all
the dead, tut only to the just ones, those who are members of the
Church here on earth. Pettingill wants to bring this ocut when he
says of luke 20, 35 that it means "from amongst the desd." 2

30. Rauman, op. 6it.; DPe 1,9-
31. Pettingill, op. cit., p. 19.



In other words only & part of tho dead are to rise at the timo of
the Rapture otherwise there would be no point in meking this dis-

tinction. This same view is held also by Bauman who distinguishes !
between the resurrection "from the dead", or the resurrection of the
saints at the time of the Rapture, and the "resurrection of the dead"
or the resurrection of 2ll the rest of the dead, nemely the lost
dead at the end of the iHMillennium. Hence the premillennialists teach
a two-fold resurrection. It is not our purpose here to refute this
claim at this point in our discussion, but merely to set forth the
doctrine of the Rapture and the first resurrection. /e shall take
up the objections to this belief in ocur treaiment of the twentieth
chapter of Revelation where there is direct mention of the first
and second resurrection, and examine what is meant by these statements.

Between the Rﬂptm’le and the wvisible appearance of Christ a
mimbor of events will ocour, according to the premillennial view,
which Baumen lists as Sollows:

1l The Revelation of the aAnti-christ.

2. The refusal of the Jews to worship Anti-christ who will then

seek their extermination.

3« The judgement of Gog angzhl.s allies.

4. The Yar of Armageddon.
e shall take up each of these events separately in & moment.
Baumen goes on to say:

The period of time between the Rapture and the Revelation

during which these events take place is believed to be 2 per-

iod of seven years. This is gleaned from a study of Daniel's

great prophecy of the seventy weeks,( literally, seventy sv .

sevens of years). Daniel wes told that "seventy weeks are
determined upon thy pecple" = the Jeuws. ;

32, “Buman, ODe ﬂ’-tug Pe 1’9



Sixty nine of these seven years ended with the Messieh being
ocut off. Christ was crucified exactly 435 (sixty nine sevens)
years after thagolgs forth of the commandment to restore and
rebulild Jerusaleme.
After the crucifixion of Christ the Churoh was brought into being
vwhich, eccording to the premillennlalists, carried on the work
of Christ upcn earth during that time in which He was in heaven.
At the Rapture or first resurrection the Church Age will be com-
pleted. The Cluarch will be taken from earth and then comes the finzl
woek of the seventy in which the svents listed above will osccur.
REIGN OF SATAN AND ANTE=CHRIST:

Dunhem gives a fairly complete nicture of vhat the premillennialists
expect to occur in the seventieth week. Near the beginning of the
Tribulation, that is, in the earlier part of the seven year period
wnich makes up the seventieth week as prophesied in Daniel, Satan
will be cest out of heaven and will become angry with God and with
the nations; Rev. 12, 12: " Woo to the inhabitants of the earth
and of the sea for the devil is come dowm unto you having great
wrath because he lmoweth that he hath but & short time." Satan
who is a rezl personfl being has long been the " prince of the power
of the air", but when he is cast ocut of heaven and becomes méd with
wickedness, with wrath 'and anger his 're!.gn of terrorism will work
desolation until the nations groan under his coruel and bloody hand.
At this time when Satan is cast down from heaven he will endue Anti-
ohrist with great powers, and Anti-christ will appear es the. ruler
and prince or- the world. He will rise to world rulership and dictator-

35, .Bm. ope 6ite.;, Pe 139




ship. "is kingdom will be gemeral. " And powor was given to him
over 8ll kindreds cnd tongues and nations,” Rev. 13, T. 34

Setan will give Anti-chifint &ll the power amd glory that he
offered the true Christ in the temptation. The power of Anti-christ
will hold people in such sway that they will not only obey him as
ruler, but will worship him as God, Dan. 11, 36: " And the kings
shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself and mag-
nify himself above every god and shall spesk mervelous things
against the God of gode and shall propser until the indignation
be accomplished.”

Dunham proseeds to tellie that Israel will suffer especially
at the hands of Anti=ohrist. A roemaant who have been rezathered
in Palestine and have reestablished the temple worship in Jerusalem
will apparently flourish until the midst of Daniel's seventieth
week when /nti-christ will break his covemant with them, and in-
stead of allowing the temple worship to contimie es agreed in the
covenant he will eet himself up in the temple 8s God and demand
that the people worship him. The man of sin will be revealed,
" the son of perdition; who opposed and exalte%.lﬂ:imlalf above all
that is called God or that is worshipped: so that he, as God,
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God,"
II. Theose 2, 4=5. And when Israel refuses to worship Anti-christ
as God he will pour cut all his wrath upon them and make them

desolate as we are told in the ninth chapter of Daniel. %

’bo T. Richard Dunham, The Great Tribuletion, p. ﬂ-
35. Ibid, p. 52. 2




To state the whole matter briefly, then, according to .the

premillennialists, the Anti-christ will be revealed at the begimning

of the soventieth week wieh follows immediately efter the Rapture
92' the Church. All power will be given to Anti-christ to rule the
earth. At this same time 8 mumber of Jews will have returned to
Palestine and have set up the temple worship once more, and even
they will be subject to the rule of the Anti-christ and will make
an agroement with him by which he promises to allow the Jews to
contimie the worship of God in the teniple. Zut in the middle of the
lest weelk Anti-christ will break his promise and will set himself
up as fod and demend glory and worship. The Jews will refuse to
worship him as God and he will wreak vengeance on them. This will
usher in the " Great Tribulation.”

THE GREAT TRIBULATION:

By the term " Great Tribulation',. the premillenmnialists mean a
period of special trouble and affliction which shall befall Israel,
all unbelievers, and all hypoorites who nrofess to bellieve in God
but in ectuality do not. They admit thet the word "tribulation” is
used in a general sense in Scripture demoting any type of trial or
trouble as St, Paul uses it in fomans when he states that we should
glory in tribulation since 1t is conducive to patience. But in add-
ition to this Feinberg states: " Seripture evidently uses the temm
in a specifioc end well-defined sense also." 36 Dupham puts it thuse:

" The Great Tribulation” is the precise term used in the book
of Rovelation where it is written that one of the elders said
unto John conocerning an inmiperable company different from the

raptured eainte and the sealed of the twelve tribes of Isreel:
"These are they which came up out of the Great Tribulation."

%--?thorg. OPe olt., Ps 125-
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It is not merely an experience but & specifio periocd of time,
» &n era in which the exporiences of those upon whom it will come
can scarcely be desoribed by lumen tongue. It will be a time
of unprecedented and almost unthinkable tribulation such as
"never been nor ever shall be," Dan. 12, 1, " That day is
great so that none is like it; it is even the timo of Jasob's
trouble,"” Jer. 50, 7. Such Scriptures as these camnot be mis-
understood. They decalre that there can be only ome such time
for if a time is so unique in nature that thers has never been
such a time nor ever shall be afterward, there cen be but

ono such time: hence the Great Tribulation is a definmite, spe-
oific period of time and unique in that it is unequalled in
nature. " There will be !?rld wide woe, universal distress

and unheard of anguish.

Feinberg says; " It will, no doubt, be & period of trial, sorrow,
calamity, spiritual darkness, wiokedness, and catastrophe such as
the world hes never seen or imagined." 8
CATSES OF THE TRIBULATION:

thyloes God affliot the world with such terrible trials? Dr.
Horman B. Harrison notes in his work on the ret:rn of the Lord a
throe=fold cause for the Great Tribulation. 1) The failure of Israel
to accept her :lessiah, 2)the complete moral failure on the part
of Gentile nations and professing Christendom will bring ahout the
period. 3) It will ocoasicned by the incresse in nower end influence
of Satan in preparing for the time when he shall reveal his men of
sin as the god of the age a&s m@ioned above. And it is a part of
God's plan $o set His King on His holy hill of Zion2 By methods which
we need rnot enter upon here the premillemnialists have asserted that

this period will take plece in the latter half of the seven year

37 Dunhem, ope 0ite; P» 16;.52

38. Feinberg, ope Cite; De . :

39. Normen B: Hu-rhon: His Sure Return, quoted in Charles
Feinberz, ope. oites P» 128.




periocd or seventieth week and the Greet Tribulation will then last
just three and one half years.
SUBJE.’!’?S OF THE TRIBULATIONS

Those upon whon this great judgement of God 1s to come ars
divided by the premillennialiste into four main groups, First of
all Israel will suffer the horrors of the Tribulation becsuse of
their rejection of the Hessish at the time of iis first advent.
Secondly all those who do not profess to be subject to God or
render any allegiance to Him will be punished in the Great Tritalatiom.
All those who profess to be Christians ut or in actuality nothing
but hypoerites and apostates wil! form & third company. Finally
there wil! be & tribuletion remmant of Israel, that is, certain of
the Jews who have accepbed Christ before this time and have also
suffered during this period. Rev. 20 states that there willi be
144,000 sealed from the nation of Israel to be found in heaven together
with the great multitude of all nations and kindreds and tongues which
came out of the Grea}. Tribulation. Feinberg desclares: " We conclude
concerning the 144,000 sealed ones that when the church is caught
up to be with the Lord that God will call a remnant of His people-
He has ever had a i:.me witness unto ‘4dmself among His people even
in the darkest hour of their apostasy end declension=-to proclaim the
Goopel of the kingdom." 4o
END OF THE GREAT TRIBULATIONs THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON:

Finally the @reat Tribulation will come to an end with the

40. Feinberg, OpPe 0ltes Do m
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Battle of Armageddon mentionsd above. Ohrist will return visibly
end in glory, conquer the nations, and set up His throme in Jerusalem.
The premillennialists teke Rev. 16 in all literalness, especially
ve. 13=16: '
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and ocut of
the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of
devils working miracles which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world to gather them to battle of that
great day of God Almighty. Behold I come &8s a thief. Blessed
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments lest he walk naked
and they see his sheme. And ho gathered them together into a
place called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.
Armageddon is the name of a small hill in the plain of Jezreel
west of the river Jordan. Pettingill says: " In the etern2l counsels
of God this pleace, Armageddon, has been predetermined es the future
scene of the world's most awful battle."” s
At this time the unbelieving Gentile mations of the world whioch
have submitted to the Anti-christ will gether themselves together to
utterly wipe Israel from the face of the earth. Their purpose will
be to destroy the Jews. Armies will come up against Jerusalem.
Part of Jerusalem will be taken and great will be their trilulationm,
but only half of the city will fall for Christ will intervene. He
will cause madness to fall upon the enemies of the Jews, and Christ
Himself will descend from heaven and completely destroy all enemies
of the Jews fromthe face of the earth. The Beast and the False Prophet
will be cast into the lake of fire burning with brimstone, and Satan

will be cast into the bottomless pit, and Christ will reign supreme

51. P‘tt’m’.ll. ODe oit.y De m-
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