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THE MAJOR PREMISES OF PREMILLENNIALISHM
IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE

Throughout the ages men hve dresmed of an age when rightecusness
and peace waild be triumphant. Indeed, it sesms to be an inmate con-
viction of monkind that in a world governed by & good and righteous
God there must come & time when goodness will prevail in the earth,
the time of a " Golden Age." The Jews already in the period preceeding
the birth of Christ waited expectantly for the establishment of an era
of rizhtecusness and peace, of earthly splendor in which they, &s a
nation, wauld be especially blessed by their God, Jehowvah, who would
set up !is Son, Christ, as their earthly amreign. The Hebrew pecople
were to be His fawored subjects, and all other natit;m would be brought
under their feet. There would be peace, joy, and concord. In the pro=
phecy of Isalah, for example, they find the glowing pictures of a re=
deemed world in which there shall be poeace among the forges of nature,
the oreatures of the animel world, and the humen race.

Not only the Jews but also many Christians of the first century
locked for a golden age and expected it to be insugurated in the
immediete future, even in their own day. Many of them doubtless seised
upon Revelati-n where in the 20th chapter the term, & " thousand years®,
is used six times, and during that period pesce and blessedness are to




reign. All these promises were taken literally to mean that there
would come & period of one thousand years,in some way distinotly
set off from the rest of history, in which the Son of God Himself
would come down from heaven and rule the earth bringing peace and
happiness to men. This belief has persisted down through the cen-
turies to modern times end is propdunded especially by those who call
themselves literalists and fundamentalists. They take all paseages
wvhich spealr of the blessedness and peace of Israel and the nations
to refor to a specific time here on earth. That period they hold to
be the Millennium or the thousand years spoken of in the book of
Revelation.

All millenariens assert that during this period the Church of
Christ,vhichnow leoads a troubled existence, will reign with Christ
hore on earth. It will no longer be & kingdom under the eross but a
kingdom of glory, ruling over &ll nations, eithor converttng-or sub=
duing all enemies of Christ, abolishing all wvars and implements of
war, and peace and liberty will reign supreme. .

The name, " "illennialism", is given to this belief becsuse of
its tenst of a thousand years which in Latin is "mille", " a thousand®,
and "anms", "a year". Hence the term "millennium." There are two
main schools of millennial thought, postmillennialism and premillemmial=-
iem which differ greatly in their basie concept &s to the téme of
the Millennium in respect to the coming of Christ. Aceording to the
poat.miuc;:ariam the advent of the Sevior is a far distant event, a
mysteriocus and undefined something which is to transoire at some remots
point in the revolution of the ages, long after the progress of chr!.s:u.ln
knowledge, the developments of science, &nd the march of intellect have

e




made the world universally pious, just, 2nd happy. *n other worda,
they hold that through Christisn agonoles the Gospel will gradually
permeate the world and bring about political peace and welfare among
the nations; that all Jews will be converted; Anti-christ destroyed,
Satan cast out, and all the relations and occupations of men purified,
regulated and enobled with justice. At the end of this Utopian period
there will be a brief falling away from the faith, followed by a
dreadful conflict between Christians and evil foreces; and that finally
and simaltaneously there will oocur the visible coming of Christ, the
resurraction of all the dead, &and the judgsment of all men, after which
the world will be destroyed and & new world crented. The postmillenarians
accopt just the one visible reannearance of Christ, and only one general
resurrection of all the dead both of which will ococcur at the close of
tho Millennium. Hence it is the !Millennium which is to usher in the
coning of chr:l.at.l It might be added here that prior to Vorld War I

the postmillenarians were aserting that the world wes truly approaching
the beginning of the millennial era, that the advances in the field

of science, the high standard of living, and general well-being of

the nations all pointed to the speedy advent of the "‘illennium. Just
howmistaken they have been has never been more clearly seen than in the
light of the present world chaos end disorder.

On the other hand, premillenarians, as the name implies, hold
that Christ's coming will usher in the Millennium. Christ will appear
first and then will follow the thousand years of peace and concord.
Ohrist's second visible appearance will be sudden and ammcunced by no
signs of peace and harzony in the world, but rather preceeded by war

1. Robert Pattersom, " Second Advent not Premillennial®,
Presbyterisn Review, vol. &4, pp.257=251



persegution, snd world wide. wickedness. The Clarch of Christ will be
afflioted, wronged, and oppressed until relieved by the coming of the
Savior to judge the world in rightecusness. The premillenarians look
not for the reign of art, science, human culture, or free government
noy for the universel triumph of Christianity, but. for the personal,
vieible reign of Christ here on earth when all netions shell be con=
verted not by means of the Gospel as we have it todey but by the irnm-
ediete working of heavernly powers among the Jews and unbelievers. In
this way "all peoples, nations, and languages, will serve Him." Then
vwhen Christ returns to earth for !iis saints 2ll believers both living
and dead will be caught up to heaven and will return to earth a short
time later to reign with Christ; all fsraeJ. will agknowledge Jesus
of Nazercth as the *lessiah; Satan shell be bound and locked during
that peridd. After the iMillennium he will be loosed and will make a
finel, ut vain attempt to destroy Christ's kingdom. After this attempt
Satan, his angels, and 21l unbelievers who are then raised from the
dead will be judged and hurled into the lake of fire to suffer eternmal
torment. Hence,unlike the postmillemnialists,the premillennialists
believe in the double resurrection, one of the helievers at the in-
ception of the /illennium end the final resurrection of the unbelievers
at the end of the millennial period. 2

The signs of the times, according to the premillennialists, show
that the hour of Christ's return is near. The " Rapture,” or taking
av'n.y of the. saints to mest the Lord in the air, may occur at any moment,
for the body of Christ msy be completed &t &ny time. The church is
feast approaching her end; already the great apostasy is showing itself’.

2. Charles Feinberg, Premillemnialism or Amillennialism, pessim.




The world is on the edze of its abyns of infamy and the World War
provet .tt.z'
So much for the basic concept of premi11e:m-ﬂ.ul.‘..m:x.ll The mejor
premises of this dootrine will be discuesed et length in the body
of thies peper, ond wo shall confine curselves eoxclueively to the

toachings of this particuler bronch of millennialiem.

Eschatelogy, the doctrine of those thinge vhich are to ceour at
the end of tho world is the very heart and centor of premillemnielist
teaching. They place the emphasis not on what will happen in heaven,
nor so mich on how we are to attain eterntl salvation but stress rather
tho conditicns and evonts vhich are to cceur during the ¥illenmium
here on sarth. As & result of this they read .ll of Seripture in the
lizht of Rwov. 20 upon vhich the whole dootrine of & thousand year
poricd of carthly blessedness really rests. Yet it is the el=im and
unwavering contentiocn of 21l thorcughgeing premillennialists that the
teaching of the Millermium or the zingdom of Christ in 2 visible form
here on eerth can 'found.already in the 014 Testament. Feinberg esserts
that if we oannot find the Millennium already in the 0ld Testement

3. lLouis Beuman, Light from Biple Prophesy, pe 134

4. One other group which belongs to the genoral olass of pre=
millennialists are the Dispensationalists who also hold that Christ's
second advent will ocour prior to ths Millennium. Their pregram is
muoch like that of the plain premillemnialists differing in this that
they have a more slaborate system. They hold that the history of the
world is divided up into seven aeons or dispensations of which the
present age or church age is the sixth and the Millennium will then
be the seventh and final dispensation. The church age,they hold, is

. merely o parathesis in God's plans for the Jewish nation. God hes,

as it were, stopped the clock until this age is completed and then the
watch will begin to ticlk once more when Christ roturns and all Jews
are converted. For & complete exposition of dispensational teaching

see C.T. illis, Prophecy end the Olurch.




then we have no basis upon which to expect that it will be found in
the Now "'est.ax:leni;.5 He finds proof for the earthly reign of Christ
already in Gen. 3, 15, the Protevangelium. 7The claim is that after
God had placed men in the Garden 6f Eden, he was put to the test of
sole and unfeigned obedience to God. And after man fell there was one
gleam of hope given him and that was the announcement of Gen. 3, 15.
The serpont would brulse the heel of the women's seed, namely Christ,
end the woman's seed would bruise the serpent's head. The word "smf®,
"bruise", Dr. Feinberg translates " to lie in wait for" suggesting
the idea of long conf'lict with the element of expactancy. Here we
have then two sontending forces, Satan on the ons side and Christ on
the other, and when Christ comes to earth at the second advent to
establish his earthly kingdom the head of Satan will be orushed and
he wiil be cast into the lake of fi.re.6 Certainly this is nothing
more than plecemeal exegesis. Joseph Seiss reiterates the same argument
in this manner: " Jatan had assalled our firast narents and overcome
them. 3y that victory he became the reigning prince of this world, and
to this day he holds the dark supremecy in nearly every department

of the earth. The crushing of tho sorpent's head can mean nothing less
than the demolition of Satan's empire and the establishment of the
woman's seed in its plage. And if Christ as the Son of man is to dis-
place Satan and rule over the naticns as Satan now rules over them

nothing short of a literal, real, and universal empire can be the rmlt.7

5. Charles Feinberg, ope. oit.,; ps5>.
6. Ibiﬁ. po’b
7. Joseph Seiss, last Times, p.l1l3.




The argument then is this. 8ince Satan has dominion over the nations
of the world it is necessary that Christ establish an earthly reign
toc manifest His complete triumph over the devil. Feinberz admits that
Christ's great redemption is the story of the Word of Cod but shat
fault is thet he seeks to go even farther in seying that the rule is

not c-mplete until Christ's ocarthly reizn is estublished.a

He falls

%o undersiand that already at the time vhen Christ suffered and died
on the cross %hat f!?e had crushed the head of the serpent, the devil, ;
end had destroyed his power even 8s the serpent was bruilsing His heel.
This is showm us in Cole 12, 15; " And hevingz spolled princivolities
and powers ie made & show of them openly triunmphinz over them in it."
Petor also makes reference to this when he says that Christ went and
preached to the spiriis in prison. “n this way He descended into hell
and showed Mimsolf the Viotor over the devil and his angels. Finally
John in his first eplstle deglarasa " He that committeth sin is of

the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purnose
the Son of “od was manifeated that iHe might destroy the works of the
devil.” Here we have plain words of Scripture declaring that already
at the time of His suffering and death Christ won complete viatory
over the devil and through Christ and His redsmptive work all those
who believe have the nower to resist the devil and to reach eternmal
life thus defeating the purpose of the devil which is to drag all men
dovn to conlemnation. There is no necessity nor is there any intimetion
in Gen. 3; 15 or elsewhere that Christ will establish an earthly king-

-

dom in order to show Himself complete victor over ~atan. Scofield in —

8. Foluberg, ope oibes Pe FDe  iiiii AFF MEMOKIAL LUSKAX
CONCORDIA SEMTNARY
ST. LOUIS, Men, :
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a note to Cen. 35, 15 also admits, " the ohain of refernces which begin
here, (Gen, 3, 15) includes the promises and prophecies concerning
Ohrist which were fulfilled in !iis birth and works at His first advent." ?
Honoo & noted premillemnialist and dfspensationalist admits that the
work of conquoring the dovil had already been accomplished by Christ
by His redemptive work at the time of His first coming. Even he finis
no 2llusion to an earthly kingdom in this text, nor could anyone else
were it not for the fact that their ideas have already been precon=
ceived and they are willing to use almost any passage which points

to the coming of Christ as a ferorenea to His second advent and &
ccnsequent earthly reign.

The next nlenk upon which the premillennialists base their caseo
from the 0ld ‘ostament is the covenant made by God with Abrahem. This
covenant gzaranteed to Abreham that he would bo the father of a great
nationy that hisneme would be made great; that in him all the femilies
of the earth would be blessed. They find in this the three elements
necessary for a kingdom-2 land, & nation, end a seed. 10 of the words
of Cod to Abraham that his seed shall possess the gate of his enemies
Seies states that when it is said of Christ that e shall possess
the gates of His enemies and bless 2ll nations, " we have before us
the idea of a great, victorious, universal prince meking Himself

. 11

master and benefactor of the world. Moreover the premillennidlists

claim that vhen Abrahesm is told to view the land to the northward and to

9. Charles Scofield, Scofield Reference Bible, ad locum.
10, Feinberg, Ope cite; Pe 5. Peinberg further claims that the
pronise to Abraham wes unconditional and such & promise muat be

literally fulfilled.
1l. Seiss, op. oit., Pe 1“




the southward, and eastward and westward God means to say that the
vhole world in due time is to be ruled by the seed of Abraham. This
they claim is a clear reference to their belief in the earthly, universal
rule of Christ who is the seed of Abraham. The world, them, is to be
the kingdom which Christ will rule. This same covenant is now re-
iterated to Isaas when God spoke to him in Gerar declaring that he
would bless him and mltiply his seed. Jacob too is assured of the
covenent. The oath is confirmed to him in Bethel and again later
when he came from Padan-aram, etch time with the repetition of the
key words, "thy seed." And finally on his death=bed Jacob speaks the
words which designate the tribe of Judah as being the one from which
the kingz will come when he says; " The sceptre shall not depart rom
Judah nor the lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come, and
unto him shallall the gathering of the people be." Here the pre-
millennialists oddim is theking, nsmely Shiloh, referring to the
lMessiah. Here also is the scope of His kingdom, "the gathering of the
people”, or in other words, all nations. And finally the next verse
spea:s of the peaceful character of His kingdom and the plenty that
will be presenmt in it, " Binding his foal unto the vine and his ass's
colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his
clothes in the blood of grapes." =

The whole approach to these passages &nd promises by the pre-
millennialiste is literalistic and atomistic. *here 1s no exegetiocal
reason to assume that these pronises refer to Christ's second coming
in which e will reign visibly on earth. It is true that the seed
of Abraham shall possess the earth, that the getheringof the mations

12, Peiﬂb"‘. Ope Cite, mﬁ & ,7‘
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shall be to ¥ilm, and in Him shall all the netiocns of the earth be
blessed. Zut this blessing does not find ite form in en earthly visible
rule of peace and plenty, but in the fact that through this seed of
David all those who come to Him in feith will find their eternal
salvation in hogven. Gen. 49, 11 very evidently camnot refer to the
second coming of Christ. Judeh 1s promised rulership until Shiloh
come. Shiloh refers to the Yessiah as the premillennialists admit

and when Jesus ceme to earth at liis birth thet rulership departed
from Judah. Up to the time of the first coming of Christ Judsh had

at least had a governor of her own. Till tho captivity,all along from
David's time the scevtre was in Judah and subsequently the governors
of Judea were of that tribe. 3u% when Christ was born Judec. became

& province of the Romen govermment and the Jews expressly owned; " Ve
have no king but Caesar.” So in the first coming of Christ this pro-
pheoy was fulfilled. It does not eand cannot refer to tho second
advent. And the gathering of the people shell be to fim not as en
earthly ruler but as tho only way to alvation.l"

From I Chron. 17, 914 the premillennielists find further ew=
idence for their claim of an earthly reign of Christ in the promise
to David that his seed shall establish a kingdom and shall reign for—
ever.

Also I will ordain a plage for my people Israsl and will pjant

them and they shall dwell in their place and shall be moved no

more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them anymore
as at the beginning......And it shall come to pass vhen thy days
be expired that thou must. go to be with thy fathers that f will

raise up thy ssed after thee which shall be of thy sons ahd I
will establish his kingdom. I will be his father and he shall

13, Matthew Henry, Coumentary, ad looum.
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be my con and I will not take my mercy awey from him as I took
it from him that wes before thee. But F will seitle him in mine
hause end in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be estab=-
lishoed for evermore.
Rezarding this vorse Solss states that this evidently refers to Christ
who is to be & great earthly prince since He is 40 occupy @ throns and
reign over & kingdom; and that throne end kingdor ars identical with
the throne and kingdom of David, his father. David had an empire in
this world and reigned as & prince in this world and God says that
His Son shall $ake David's place and establish David's throne forever.
Hence it must refer to an ecarthly kingdom and reign idontical with
that of David.l? :
Feinbarg declares thet with the above passagze we now have all the
elements necessary for the kingdoms the land, the nation, the dymasty,
the throne, the kingdom, and thoe king. And he askse; " Is it not supreme
folly Por those who oppose the dootrine of the millonivm to olaim that
the dootrine is first gleaned, and that not legitimately from the
laws of exegesis, from a single nessage in Revelation and then read
beck into the rest of the Biblef* 12 Yet s wo eurvey these passages
what other conclusion ¢an we dl-'aw? It is true that the seed whish is
promised which wlil establish the throne of David undoubtedly refers
to Christ, the l{essiah, But the striking thing here is the fasct that
the etornity, the everlastingness o_r this kingdom is contimally
strossed. " But I will seitle him in mine house and in my kingdom
forever and his throne shall be eetablished forever." e ask, how

could this prophecy be identical with the realm and kingdom of Yavid

14. Seiss, Op. oite, p. 114,
15- Feinberg, ob. oit., p.60.




if, as the premillennialists say, tho kingdom of Chriet is to be onm
earth only for a thousand years ‘End this kingdom of David spoken of
here is to be for ecternity? Their answer is thet efter the thousand
years on earth tho believing members of that kingdom will be received
into heaven and the kingdom will contime. But if this is their sol-
ution it would seem that they are being inconsistent in their inter-
pretation, for if the kingdom of Christ is to be an eartﬁly kingdom
like 'mnto David's with the express statement that it shall be forever
and ever how then can the very nature of that kingdom change after a
thousand years and still remain the same kingdom? Either the kingdom
must be one thing or another, either an eternal earthly kingdom or
else & divine heavenly kingdom for eternity. Since by a declaration
of the premillemnialists themselves the former is not so the latter
mst be true. Moreover it agrees with the whole analogy of Scripture.
Again, the premillennialists wish to stress that Israel will
be gathered in this kingdom and will be &t peace from all her enemies.
They olaim that the Jews are the greatst beneficiaries of Christ's
visible reign on earth.m Yet a8 we look at the very passages in
in the Psalms to which they refer to establish their claims further
we find in the sccond, forty fifth, seventy second, and eighty third

17 We would expect to

Psalms agoounts of the greatness of the king.
f£ind Israel constantly stressed as being God's partiocular chosen
people but instead we £ind that the natioms, all nations which accept
Him are to be the beneficiaries of His rightecusness and blessing.

This is in complete accord with the spiritual interpretation of all

16. Feinberg, cpe. oit., passim
17. Iud. Pe 61.




these oovenants. God's covenant refsrs mot 4o an earthly reign, not to
the Jews in particular, but to a heavenly reign in which Christ tekes
to Himself 2ll those who believe in iim, who have entered ‘‘is kingdom
by faith. Tho universality and eternity of the kingdom as stressed
throughout Scripture rules out any thought of a thousnd years earthly
roign, but refers to the Clhurch of Christ which is gathered from all
nations and all peoples which will indeed be eternal and constant.

Before leaving the 0ld “‘estement let us examine a few more passages
from the prophets upon which the premillennialists base their claims.
Isaish describes the liessiah thus: " ''nto us a child is born unto us
2 son is zlven and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the
- mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." Seiss says:

No one misunderstands this. All (premillennialists) just as they

are written without looking for some mystical or allegorical

meaning. 3y what authority shall we reject the literal
interpretation of what follows? " And the goverrment shall

be upon His shoulders . Of the inorease of iis government and

ps=2ge thero shall be no ond, upon the throno of David, and

upon his kingdom to order it and to establish it with judgement

and with justice from henceforth oven forever more." What

could more unequivocally desoribe the !‘-!eegéa.h as a great prince

reigning in David's place in this world?

Again, in Joremish the premillennialasists find =2 supposed con=
firmation for thelr claims of an earthly kingdom of Christ. " Bchold,
the daye come,saith the Lordswhen I will raise up unto Devid a
rightecas branch end & king shall reign and prosper eand shall oxeccute
judgement end justice in the earth. *“n His deys Judoh shall dwell
safely end Israel shall be saved." According to Feinberg this is in
conformity and in fulfillmeont with the word of Cod to Devid that he

should never want & man tc sit on his throno of the houso of Isrsel.

18. Seiss, OPs 0litey p.ll’t




But where does he find in this passage a reference to an earthly
reign of Christ? In Dan. 7, 15 & 14 we read: " I saw in the night
visions end behold, one like the Son of man ceme with the clouds of
heaven and came to the Ancient of ﬁaya.....llnd there was given Him
dominion, glory, and a kingdam that all people, nations, and languages
should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall
not pass away eand His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

From this Seiss belleves we must conclude that Christ's reign is to be
8 vieible and terrestrial kingdom for "netions” are menticned as

its subjeots. 19 But it is evident that this coming to the Ancient

of Ya'g to receive a kingdom was fulfilled when Christ escended into
heaven on & cload and took fils seat at the right hend of the Pather
as recorded in Acts 1, 9.20 It is entirsly true thet the nations are
subject to Christ but where do the premillennialists find proof for
the assertion that becsuse the nations are the subjects that this
must undoubtedly refer to an earthly, visible reign of Christ? Christ,
indeed, rules over all nations from iis session at the right hand of
God where all power is given unto Him and all nations and peoples shall
bow to Him either willingly in faith or unwillingly. Moreover we have
here once apain the reiteration that this kingdom of Christ's shall
be an " everlasting dominion” it "shell not pass away". This can truly
be said of Christ's reign from heaven. That power which ie given to
Him shall never again nase from Him. How can the premillennialists
reccncile this with their tesching of a limited period of & thousand

19« .SOi:I., ope Cltep p-ll).
20. latthew Henry, op. olt., ad looum Dan. 7, 13.
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years hore on earth? Here again it takes logical acrobatics on the

port of the premillonnielisits to reconcile the eternity of the reign
of Christ end the thousand year pericd which they hold. They must

be foroed to admit that after the thousand years were up it would bde
necessary, if this ki.ng,d-cm wore to be eternal, to take Christ's kingdom
in the sense of His reign in the hearts of men and in heeven.

Let ue examine onc more passage from the 01ld Testoment, nemely
Zechariah 14, If ‘hio t:rere tolcon to mean the eorthly visible reign
of Chriet as the promillenni2liste teke it then this reign would have
%0 be established fa 2 result of war and bloodshed. “ut Seiss himself
says thet the kingdom of Chriet is not to be built up by wer end foree
and he appeals to the pessage vhen Christ spoeks to Pilate and says:

" My kingdom 1s ‘ot of this world eolese would my servante fight that I
shouzld not he delivered to the Jews." = 30 by the aesertion of an
emminent premillommialist Christ's kingdom is not to be esteblished
by forco of erms. Obviocusly then this would not refer to Christ's
eerthly reign even if we were to admit for the sazle of argument that
there were to be 2 visible, sarthly reigm of Christ.

Hence 8@ we exawine the Scriptural besis for the presillennialist
cleirs we £ind that all ors bnsed u-on -'ne mein error of interpretation.
They ineist upon taking 2ll references to a king, to & kingdom, and
490 2 reign 8s being literal and material. Every reference to David and
his ssed which shall sit upon the throna is taken tc mean that Christ,
the sased of David, will sit on &an earthly throne at .'}eruaalcm and will
rule over the Jewish mationand the world in gemeral. The spiritusl

21. Seiss, op. olit.; p. 121,




signifigance of all these passages is completely ignored by the
premillennialists. Novhere in any of these passages is the time
period of a thousand years mentioned. Rather,as has been pointed ocut,
the eternity of this kingdom is alweys being stressed by the holy
writers. The duration of the premillennial kingdom is gleaned
entirely from Rev. 20, the only place in Scoripture where a thousand
yoeer period is mentioned. Moreover, from the time of the very first
Hesslanic prophesy in Gen. 3, 15 it is evident that Cod is referring
to & spiritual rule of Christ. hen Adam sinned in the Garden of
Eden & Savior was promised to him. The whole purpose of this Savior
was to make payment and atonement for this sin of Adam and for the
sins of the whole world, never to establish an’'earthly kingdom. And
throughout the passages of the Old Testament the throme of David, anff
the Israel whioh is to be ruled by the seed of David is the true
Israel composed of all the believers and only of the believers.
Even Feinberg admits that the seed of Abreham no doubt refers to those
"whose faith is counted to them for rightecusness" even as it was
with Mn'a.hll:m-.2

Very evidently the New Testament cannot contradict the Old
Testament, and throughout the New we can plainly see that this
kingdom to which Christ refers in the Old Testament is to be &
spiritual kingdom. Christ Himself said: " My kingdom is not of this
world." He makes it plain that His kingdom is to be & spiritual one
in nature when lle said to Nicodemus: " Except & mam be born of water
end of the Spirit he cammot enter into the kingdam of God", John 3.?.

22. ?mm‘. ope 0ite; P- 82,
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The blessings of this kingdom are not earthly blessings of peace
and plenty in the worldly semse tut are purely spiritual consisting
in foregiveness of sins, sanctification, and eternal life, as we
read in Col. 1, 13 & 14: " God hath delivered us from the power of
darkness and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son
in vhom we have redemption through His blood, even the foregiveness
of sins." From this it is evident that even now the believer is a
member of Christ's kingdom, "hath translated us", we are already
members of His kingdom for the kingdom of Christ is in the heart
of every believer. We need not wait for some period in the far
distant future to become members of & mythical earthly kingdom of
Christ.

Thus the prenillennialists, ignoring the whole anelogy of
Soripture, base their exegesis on & literal and atomistic interpret-
tation of the Holy iiritings. They have taken Rev. 20 as their original
foundation and have then gone back throughout the 0ld Testement
interpreting passages in such a way as to make them conform with the
eonception of an earthly rule of Christ in which the Jews are to be
Christ's favored people. In this manner they are able to meke the
assertion that a visible reign of Christ is found taught all.'eady in
the 01d Testement.

Thus far we have treated only the 0Old Testament passages which
the premillemmialists use in the attempt to prove their claims.
When premillenarians turn to the New ‘estament they use exaotly the
same procedure. All passages which do not refer direstly to the
first advent of Christ are set aside snd and declared tdrefer to His

P ——



second advent and the establishment of an earthly kingdom. In the
Gospel of 3t¢. Matthew the many references to the kingzdom of Christ
are all taken to mean a visible reign. They make maich of the fact
that the jews of Christ's day including ewen the disciples held
the mistaken notion that Chriet had come to set up an earthly,
visible kingdom in which the Jews would be the rulers, the bleased
ones. They assert that since Jesus nowghere corrected this concaption
it must necessarilv have been the correct one. But @as we read the
Gospels we find that Christ made every effort to impress His disciples
with the fact that He was not intending to set up a kingdom in this
world. He refised the efforts of the Jews to make F.!!.m & king or
4o involve Him in conflict with the Romen rulers. Even 2t the last
dey of lis earthly ministry, just before His ascension, those disciples
asked fiim when f‘e was. going to restore the kingdom to Israel. The
Lord procceded &t once to tell them that they were on the wrong track
and that thoy should have power enocughwhen the Holy Spirit came upon
them to indue them with the ensrgy and understanding to besome witnesses
for Him inall parts of the earth. And we know that the message which
the disciples preasched on that first Pentecost and after that where-
ever they journeyed was not that Christ would set up an earthly.
kingdom in the future, tut rather that through this Christ whom
they were serving all men were to have foregiveness of sins end life
eternal if they would tut believe and mccept Him.

John the Baptist, the great forerumner of Christ proclaimed
the Me?auh not as %6 who would set up en earthly kingdom of glory
and power, but rather his message was in harmony with Isaiah's



descrintion of the Suffering Servant. John ceid twice: " Behold
the Lamb of God which teketh away the sin of the world." The stress
from the beginning was placed on the sufferingz of Christ and the
spiritual benefit which we wore to derive from it, namely, the
foroglveness of sins and the reizn of Christ in the heart of the
believer.

Thus as we view Soripture in its entirety, placing passages in
their logical comnection we can come to but one conclusion, namely,
thaet Christ had no intention of establishing an earthly visible
kingdom, but thet His kingdom was to be entirely spiritual. His
kingdom 1s to be found in the heartis of men. Lenski too brings out
this fact with great c¢larity in his exposition of ’.v{a.t'l‘_.. 5s 2 when
he seys:

e have the kingdom before Christ looking toward His coming, and
the kingdom looking beck to Christ after Christ - the promise
and fulfillment to be followed by the consummation - the king-
dom as it was in Israel, as it now is in the Christian Church
the Una Sancta in all the world, and as it will be at the
end forever. .

With this understanding of the kingdom that where the king
is and rules with His power and grace thers the kinpgpdom is
%o be found, we see what the Baptist means when he says,"the
kingdom has come near." Jesus wes approaching end by the
revelation of Himself with power and grace as the MHeseiah
and by the completion of His redemptive work ‘e would stand
forth as the king of salvation from heaven and would by faith
enter into the hearts of men, making them partekers of His
kingdom. The one and only way to do this is to repent,to
turn from sin, self=rightecusness, and worldly security by
the power of grace in the Baptist's Word and Saorament to
the King and iis kingdom with its pardom, peace, amd joy. 22

The purpose of Christ's coming into this world was to redeem all men
from their sin by His suffering and death on the cross. It is alweys
4the cross which is in the center of Christ's conscicusness, never

25, Ry0.H. Lenski, Interpretation of St. Matthew's Gospel, p. 5.



the thought that He had ocome to set up a temporal rule on earth,
There is to be no earthly k:lngdaibf glory this side of heaven.
S8t. Paul tells us: " Your life is hid with Christ in Godj when
Christ our Life shall appear then shall ys also appear with Him in
glory," -Ool. 3, 3. Again in Phil. 3,20-21: " For our conversetion
is in heaven from whence &lso we lock for the Savior, the Lord
Yesus Christ who shall change ocur vile bodlies that they may be
fashioned like unto His gloriocus body." Indeed, Christ's kingdcm is
already a present reality in the hearts of all believers but it is
not evident, that is, not an cutward thing that men may point to it
and s2y, "here is the kingdom of Christ." But as St. Panl says
in the above passage, vwhen the last day comes and Christ appears in
all His glory then we too shall be taken to heaven and we shall
appear with Him in glory.

SICGNS TO PRECEED THE ALLEGED MILLE NIUM 24
WORLD TURMOILs:

In the preceeding section we have discussed, at length, the pre-
miliennialist claim that Christ is to return to this earth to est~
ablish a visible, temporal kingdom. They continue now with the
assertion that the great Millennium is in the not far distant
future and they compare the present disturbed condition of the
world with the prophecies of Seripture for confirmetion of their
claims. They hold that all the prophecies of Seripture which spesk
of world conditions must be literally fulfilled and then will
Christ appear and establish His kingdom of petce ard joy. 25

24. To aid the reader to grasp the rapid sequence of events which
are to follow, short headings will be nlaced before each new topis.
25. Selss, op. 0it.; p. %o
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Promillonnislipts seem 4o stend solidly on Sorlpture ss regarde this
point for they refer us to Matt. 2! which gives a description of those
events vhich are to transpire vrior to the coming of Christ, nemely
vorld wars, famine, pestilonce,and earthquslres in diverse plegcss,
Mne'propheta end great iniquity. Promillennialists point out that
world confitions today .are fulfilling these prophecies of Scripture. 26
Ve agros that the world turmoil 4odey, indeod, ecems to be & fulfille
ment of Matt. 24 end other portions of Scripture vhich give us a
record of the events of the lest times. However, vhere we find famult
wlth the premillenarieans is in thisj they assert that those are signs
of the end of the Gospel i/ige, thia pras;nt dispensoiion vhereas ve
hold 4hat these signs prooclaimy,not merely the end of this dispencsatien
and the beginning of the Millonnium, but rather the end of all things,
the end of the world.

The question maturally erises; how can the premillemnialists
glaim thet these signs refer only to the end of the Gospel Aze when
in Yatt. 24, 30 we are told that immediately Pollowinz the tribulatimm
of those deys the Son of !an shall appear and Matt. 25, 51 states’
that at that time shall be the judgiment? The premillemnialiste
answer that there is not one; but two judgements and the judgement
spoken of in Matt. 25 31 & 32 is the first judgément which occours
prior to the !illonnium. Pettingill puts it thus:

" Lét ue avold confusing this Judgment of the Nations with
the Judzmment of the Lost Dead, described in Rev. 20:11=15.
Both of these accounts are often headlined, " The lest and
General Judgqment,” but there is no such thing ss & general

judgément known to Scoripture. The Judgement of the lLost Dead
follows the Millennium, btut the judgmment of the Living

26. Bauman, Ops Gitepy Do 89.




Nations precedes the Millenniume. 21 ,

This judgment, Pettingill goes on to say, will deal with the "Nations," }
that is, the Gontlles and they will bs judged upon the basis of how

they heve treated the Jews who have been concerted prior to the
1i1lennium and have gone out to preach to other peoplos. =
Briefly, then, the premillemmialist argument is this that all
passages vhich raefer to the "end" and to the judgment which follows
it speak of tho enl of the Gospol era and the Judgment of the Nations.
Only the judgment before the Great ithite Throne of Rev. 20, 1ll=15
ie the last judgment. But this is not a goneral judgment since only
the loet dead, the unbelievers, will be judged at this time since
all the rost have been already judged and separated.
But what do clear, unmistakeable Scripture passages tell us
of the Judgment? John 5 speaks of' the fact thet Ohrist is given the
authority to execute judgment and we read in va. 28=29; " Marvel not
at thioc for the hour is coming in the which all that aro in the graves
shell hear His voico and shall come forth: they that have done good
unto the resurrection of life, and they that have dome evil unto the
resurrection of dammation.” Pettingill expressly states that the
Judgnent of .i'.ha Nations includes only those Gentiles living at the
time the Judguent is to teke plage. Very evidenmtly,then, he could
not olaim that the judgment spoken of in John 5 is the Judgment of
the Natione. It must thereforo be the judguent &t the Great vhite
Throne. Yet this passage clearly states that some will be saved and

27. Pettingill, God's Prophecies for Plain People, p. 129
28. ibid, p. 15,0



others will be demmned. This io not in accordance with the pre-
millenarien view that only the lost will be Judged at the Grea.t‘
White Throns. In John 6, 40 we vead: " And this is the will of ilim
that sent me that svery ome which seeth the Som, and believeth on
Him may havoeverlasting 1life; and I will raise him up on the last
day." This passaze too speaks of believers, thoso who will be saved,
and thoy are to be ralssd on tho iast day and having been raised
will stand bsfore the throme of God. No ones cen say with convistion
that this"last day" refors to the end of the Gospel era. It is in

no way qualified, it mst refer to ths end of the world.

Hence from cléax- words of Scripture we find thast there is but
ono goneral judgement of both the righteous and the unrightecus
vhich will take place at the last day. Clearly then, the signs
waich arse to precede the judg¥ment mist refer to the finel judgpment
and the end of the world.

It might bo well to mention here one cothor sign to which the
premillennialists atteach great imporicnce in declaring that the
Millennium ia near. That sign is the Zionist movement. This nove-
ment wes founded in Besle in August 1897 under the inspirstion of a
pamphlet by Dr. Theodore R. Hertzel in which he proposed that Pal-
ostine should he secured for am autonomous goverrment of the Jews.
Their aims es set up by the first Congress are as follows: l. Zionism
strives to procure for the Jews an openly recognized and legally
assured home in Palestine, 2. ¥ith & view to the realization of this
object, one of the mesns the Nongress contempletes using is the
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centralization of the entire Jewish people by meens of o general
institution agreeable to the laws of the land in which t.he.y are
now dispersed, and to strengthen in them petriotic sontiments snd
a Jewish nationfl self-conociousness. fis & result of this movement
there were in 1940 same 425,000 Jews in Palestine compared to not
more than 10,000 in 1867.

This movement, sey the premillennialists, is a fulfillment of
all thooe passages which speak of Isreel returnin: to Jerus2lem

and to lit. Zion. Here again they insist on the literal interpretation,

*when these passages evidently refer to the spirituel rathering

of thope who have accepted Chriet in fa!.th. All such shall,indeed,
be zathered to Zion. That is, all those who have come to faith
have reoturned to Zion, they have joined the Gospel Church, the
Una Sancta. But to use the argument of the premillennialists

" themselves we find that this return is always spoken of as occ-

uring aft the same time when Israel shall repent and boliove.Cer=
tainly the Zionist movement finds no such action on the part of the
Jews as its complement. lany Jews, in fact, are opposed to the
Zionist movement for they feel it is against the ordinance of God
to thus try to establish Jerusalem and Palestine as the center of
their nation at this time. They prefer to wait until the time when
the Messiah Himself shall come and lead them backe. Also we find the
movement has ite greatest popularity inthose oocuntries where persec=-
ution of the Jews is rampant. Hence it is quite evident that it is
not a desire on the part of the Jew to return to Palestine to await
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the sominz of tho lLord that prompts him to go tut rather for the

purely earthly motive of avoiding persecution. g

THE RAPTURE:
Proseeding now to tho events immediatoely preceding the Millennium |

iteelf we find the first eccurence, according to the premillenarians,

to be the Rapture of the Church. " Repture", asccording to the dic-

tionary, means "to be caught up." Baumern states it thus:

There will be a {ime coming when Christ will retura to
take His saints with “im to heaven. At a time that we know
not, all those who are believers in Christ, who were members
of the Clmrch on earth and have died will be raised from
thelr praves and will be translated to heaven. Likewise all
those are living at that time who are believers will be
caught up into heaven in the twinkling of an eye. Their
bodies will be changed from fleshly bhodies to spiritual
hodieas end thoy will disappear from sight into heaven.

Now this coming of Christ for His saints will not be
observed hy all. No one will know of it oxcepnt His chosen
saints who are members of His Church here on earth. 29

'This dootrine is allegedly based upon the passage of I. Thess.
4, 13-18:

#ut I would not heve you ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep that ye sorrow not even &s others vwho
have no hope. For if we believe thet Jesus died and rose
8pain even so them 2lso which sleep in Yesus will God bring
with Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord
that we which are alive &nd remein unto the coming of the

Lord shall not precede them which are asleep. For the Lord
Himeelf shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of Cod: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be ceught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.

Before we procesd one point inthie comnection should be made

olear. Premillennialists use the terms "Rapture® and "Revelatiom"

29, Bauman, ope Citep, Do .



to denote two separate ocourences. The " Revelation” is the term
glven to that event when Christ will appear vikdibly to all men

to take up fis reign on earth during the Millemnium. In other

vords the " Revelation" is the real beginning of the Millernnium
iteelf. This is not to be confused with the " Rapture" which occurs
prior to the great tribulations of the last times. At this time
Christ will come to telia His saints, both living and dead, to heaven
with Him, As has been stated above this occurence will not be
racognized by all psople. In the strict sense it is not an appearance
of Christ at all for only the saints who are taken will know that
Christ has come. All others will be unaware of it while at the
"Revelation" all men will know that Christ has come for He will come
openly and in glory. The premillemnialists press the point of com-
parison in the text which tells us that Christ will come as a thief
in the night saying that it refers to the Rapture with the thought
that no one will know of lHis uom:l.ng.’o However, just how so many
people (all believers at the time of the Rapture) could suddenly
disappear viﬁ:mt notice has not been fully explained by the pre=
millennialists.

The Rapture doss not refer to the general resurreotion of all
the dead, tut only to the just ones, those who are members of the
Church here on earth. Pettingill wants to bring this ocut when he
says of luke 20, 35 that it means "from amongst the desd." 2

30. Rauman, op. 6it.; DPe 1,9-
31. Pettingill, op. cit., p. 19.



In other words only & part of tho dead are to rise at the timo of
the Rapture otherwise there would be no point in meking this dis-

tinction. This same view is held also by Bauman who distinguishes !
between the resurrection "from the dead", or the resurrection of the
saints at the time of the Rapture, and the "resurrection of the dead"
or the resurrection of 2ll the rest of the dead, nemely the lost
dead at the end of the iHMillennium. Hence the premillennialists teach
a two-fold resurrection. It is not our purpose here to refute this
claim at this point in our discussion, but merely to set forth the
doctrine of the Rapture and the first resurrection. /e shall take
up the objections to this belief in ocur treaiment of the twentieth
chapter of Revelation where there is direct mention of the first
and second resurrection, and examine what is meant by these statements.

Between the Rﬂptm’le and the wvisible appearance of Christ a
mimbor of events will ocour, according to the premillennial view,
which Baumen lists as Sollows:

1l The Revelation of the aAnti-christ.

2. The refusal of the Jews to worship Anti-christ who will then

seek their extermination.

3« The judgement of Gog angzhl.s allies.

4. The Yar of Armageddon.
e shall take up each of these events separately in & moment.
Baumen goes on to say:

The period of time between the Rapture and the Revelation

during which these events take place is believed to be 2 per-

iod of seven years. This is gleaned from a study of Daniel's

great prophecy of the seventy weeks,( literally, seventy sv .

sevens of years). Daniel wes told that "seventy weeks are
determined upon thy pecple" = the Jeuws. ;

32, “Buman, ODe ﬂ’-tug Pe 1’9



Sixty nine of these seven years ended with the Messieh being
ocut off. Christ was crucified exactly 435 (sixty nine sevens)
years after thagolgs forth of the commandment to restore and
rebulild Jerusaleme.
After the crucifixion of Christ the Churoh was brought into being
vwhich, eccording to the premillennlalists, carried on the work
of Christ upcn earth during that time in which He was in heaven.
At the Rapture or first resurrection the Church Age will be com-
pleted. The Cluarch will be taken from earth and then comes the finzl
woek of the seventy in which the svents listed above will osccur.
REIGN OF SATAN AND ANTE=CHRIST:

Dunhem gives a fairly complete nicture of vhat the premillennialists
expect to occur in the seventieth week. Near the beginning of the
Tribulation, that is, in the earlier part of the seven year period
wnich makes up the seventieth week as prophesied in Daniel, Satan
will be cest out of heaven and will become angry with God and with
the nations; Rev. 12, 12: " Woo to the inhabitants of the earth
and of the sea for the devil is come dowm unto you having great
wrath because he lmoweth that he hath but & short time." Satan
who is a rezl personfl being has long been the " prince of the power
of the air", but when he is cast ocut of heaven and becomes méd with
wickedness, with wrath 'and anger his 're!.gn of terrorism will work
desolation until the nations groan under his coruel and bloody hand.
At this time when Satan is cast down from heaven he will endue Anti-
ohrist with great powers, and Anti-christ will appear es the. ruler
and prince or- the world. He will rise to world rulership and dictator-

35, .Bm. ope 6ite.;, Pe 139




ship. "is kingdom will be gemeral. " And powor was given to him
over 8ll kindreds cnd tongues and nations,” Rev. 13, T. 34

Setan will give Anti-chifint &ll the power amd glory that he
offered the true Christ in the temptation. The power of Anti-christ
will hold people in such sway that they will not only obey him as
ruler, but will worship him as God, Dan. 11, 36: " And the kings
shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself and mag-
nify himself above every god and shall spesk mervelous things
against the God of gode and shall propser until the indignation
be accomplished.”

Dunham proseeds to tellie that Israel will suffer especially
at the hands of Anti=ohrist. A roemaant who have been rezathered
in Palestine and have reestablished the temple worship in Jerusalem
will apparently flourish until the midst of Daniel's seventieth
week when /nti-christ will break his covemant with them, and in-
stead of allowing the temple worship to contimie es agreed in the
covenant he will eet himself up in the temple 8s God and demand
that the people worship him. The man of sin will be revealed,
" the son of perdition; who opposed and exalte%.lﬂ:imlalf above all
that is called God or that is worshipped: so that he, as God,
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God,"
II. Theose 2, 4=5. And when Israel refuses to worship Anti-christ
as God he will pour cut all his wrath upon them and make them

desolate as we are told in the ninth chapter of Daniel. %

’bo T. Richard Dunham, The Great Tribuletion, p. ﬂ-
35. Ibid, p. 52. 2




To state the whole matter briefly, then, according to .the

premillennialists, the Anti-christ will be revealed at the begimning

of the soventieth week wieh follows immediately efter the Rapture
92' the Church. All power will be given to Anti-christ to rule the
earth. At this same time 8 mumber of Jews will have returned to
Palestine and have set up the temple worship once more, and even
they will be subject to the rule of the Anti-christ and will make
an agroement with him by which he promises to allow the Jews to
contimie the worship of God in the teniple. Zut in the middle of the
lest weelk Anti-christ will break his promise and will set himself
up as fod and demend glory and worship. The Jews will refuse to
worship him as God and he will wreak vengeance on them. This will
usher in the " Great Tribulation.”

THE GREAT TRIBULATION:

By the term " Great Tribulation',. the premillenmnialists mean a
period of special trouble and affliction which shall befall Israel,
all unbelievers, and all hypoorites who nrofess to bellieve in God
but in ectuality do not. They admit thet the word "tribulation” is
used in a general sense in Scripture demoting any type of trial or
trouble as St, Paul uses it in fomans when he states that we should
glory in tribulation since 1t is conducive to patience. But in add-
ition to this Feinberg states: " Seripture evidently uses the temm
in a specifioc end well-defined sense also." 36 Dupham puts it thuse:

" The Great Tribulation” is the precise term used in the book
of Rovelation where it is written that one of the elders said
unto John conocerning an inmiperable company different from the

raptured eainte and the sealed of the twelve tribes of Isreel:
"These are they which came up out of the Great Tribulation."

%--?thorg. OPe olt., Ps 125-
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It is not merely an experience but & specifio periocd of time,
» &n era in which the exporiences of those upon whom it will come
can scarcely be desoribed by lumen tongue. It will be a time
of unprecedented and almost unthinkable tribulation such as
"never been nor ever shall be," Dan. 12, 1, " That day is
great so that none is like it; it is even the timo of Jasob's
trouble,"” Jer. 50, 7. Such Scriptures as these camnot be mis-
understood. They decalre that there can be only ome such time
for if a time is so unique in nature that thers has never been
such a time nor ever shall be afterward, there cen be but

ono such time: hence the Great Tribulation is a definmite, spe-
oific period of time and unique in that it is unequalled in
nature. " There will be !?rld wide woe, universal distress

and unheard of anguish.

Feinberg says; " It will, no doubt, be & period of trial, sorrow,
calamity, spiritual darkness, wiokedness, and catastrophe such as
the world hes never seen or imagined." 8
CATSES OF THE TRIBULATION:

thyloes God affliot the world with such terrible trials? Dr.
Horman B. Harrison notes in his work on the ret:rn of the Lord a
throe=fold cause for the Great Tribulation. 1) The failure of Israel
to accept her :lessiah, 2)the complete moral failure on the part
of Gentile nations and professing Christendom will bring ahout the
period. 3) It will ocoasicned by the incresse in nower end influence
of Satan in preparing for the time when he shall reveal his men of
sin as the god of the age a&s m@ioned above. And it is a part of
God's plan $o set His King on His holy hill of Zion2 By methods which
we need rnot enter upon here the premillemnialists have asserted that

this period will take plece in the latter half of the seven year

37 Dunhem, ope 0ite; P» 16;.52
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periocd or seventieth week and the Greet Tribulation will then last
just three and one half years.
SUBJE.’!’?S OF THE TRIBULATIONS

Those upon whon this great judgement of God 1s to come ars
divided by the premillennialiste into four main groups, First of
all Israel will suffer the horrors of the Tribulation becsuse of
their rejection of the Hessish at the time of iis first advent.
Secondly all those who do not profess to be subject to God or
render any allegiance to Him will be punished in the Great Tritalatiom.
All those who profess to be Christians ut or in actuality nothing
but hypoerites and apostates wil! form & third company. Finally
there wil! be & tribuletion remmant of Israel, that is, certain of
the Jews who have accepbed Christ before this time and have also
suffered during this period. Rev. 20 states that there willi be
144,000 sealed from the nation of Israel to be found in heaven together
with the great multitude of all nations and kindreds and tongues which
came out of the Grea}. Tribulation. Feinberg desclares: " We conclude
concerning the 144,000 sealed ones that when the church is caught
up to be with the Lord that God will call a remnant of His people-
He has ever had a i:.me witness unto ‘4dmself among His people even
in the darkest hour of their apostasy end declension=-to proclaim the
Goopel of the kingdom." 4o
END OF THE GREAT TRIBULATIONs THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON:

Finally the @reat Tribulation will come to an end with the

40. Feinberg, OpPe 0ltes Do m
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Battle of Armageddon mentionsd above. Ohrist will return visibly
end in glory, conquer the nations, and set up His throme in Jerusalem.
The premillennialists teke Rev. 16 in all literalness, especially
ve. 13=16: '
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and ocut of
the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of
devils working miracles which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world to gather them to battle of that
great day of God Almighty. Behold I come &8s a thief. Blessed
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments lest he walk naked
and they see his sheme. And ho gathered them together into a
place called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon.
Armageddon is the name of a small hill in the plain of Jezreel
west of the river Jordan. Pettingill says: " In the etern2l counsels
of God this pleace, Armageddon, has been predetermined es the future
scene of the world's most awful battle."” s
At this time the unbelieving Gentile mations of the world whioch
have submitted to the Anti-christ will gether themselves together to
utterly wipe Israel from the face of the earth. Their purpose will
be to destroy the Jews. Armies will come up against Jerusalem.
Part of Jerusalem will be taken and great will be their trilulationm,
but only half of the city will fall for Christ will intervene. He
will cause madness to fall upon the enemies of the Jews, and Christ
Himself will descend from heaven and completely destroy all enemies
of the Jews fromthe face of the earth. The Beast and the False Prophet
will be cast into the lake of fire burning with brimstone, and Satan

will be cast into the bottomless pit, and Christ will reign supreme
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over His pecople Israel, and will reestablish their kingdom. 42 These
are the events which will occour between the Rapture of the Church
and the Second Advent of Christ visibly and in glory, according

to the premillennialist viewpoint.

NATURE OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

THE BIYDING CF SATAN:

As we continue our examimation of the premillennial system
we find the first off'icial action of Christ as earthly ruler %o be
the bikding of “atan, Rev. 20, 1=%: " And I saw an &ngel come down
fron heaven having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain
in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent which
is the devil and Satan, and bound him & thousand years. And cast
him into a bottomless pit, and smt him up, and set a seal upon
him that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand
years should bs fulfilled; and after that he must be louagl a little
season." Pettingill says of this: " there is no struggle, no diff-
ioulty ebout it all, one lone angel acts as a policemen, and all
by himself he puts Satan under arrest and shuts him up in prison.
For the whole thousand years of the millenial kingdom this world will
be free from the wiles of the devil, free fromthe subtle desceptions
of the spirit that now worketh in ths children of discbedience.” %5
Their point is that Satan, during the "‘illernium, will have mo
power whatsoever since he vl.lli be bound. Milligan takes these words
of Rev. 20 in a figurative sense. The key signifies the power to :
open or close at will the bottomless pit. The ahll.a that will be

a2, Ibtd. poﬁb
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sufficient to bind Satan is probably the will and decree of Almighty
Gode. 44 Yot if the premillemnialists wish to be consistent they
would have to say that the key and the chain are to be taken literally
as a real key and a real chaln.

It 1s our contention, however, that this binding of Saten is
not to be taken in a literal sense as though an iron chain were
wrapped ahout the devil for it is not possible to keep & spirilt in
check in this manner. The binding of Satan must be teken in a
epiritual fipner., The very first promise of a fgssiah makes mention
of this veory thing, that the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent's head. Isalah 61 says of the lMessish that He shall proclaim
1liberty to the captives and the opening of the »rison to them that
are bound. Satan, the prison keeper, has slready been overcome by
Christ. In Hose 13, 14 we reads " I will ransom them from the power
of the grave, and I will redeem them from death. O death, I will be
thy plague; o grave, I will be thy destruction."” There is no doubt
a8 to vho had the power of death and the grave, nemely “atan.

The first thing that Jesus did after ‘iis baptism was to manifest
His suveriority and power over the devil whose temptation for omce
completoly failed when Yesus said; " Get thee honce, Saten," and agah
in Iuke 13, 32 Jesus saids " Behold, I oast ocut devils", I John 3, 83
" Por thie purpose the Son of Men was manifested that e might
destroy the works of the devil," and again in Col. 2; 15: " He
spoiled principalitiss and powers. He mede & show of them openly,
triumphing over them.® Jesus said, John 12, 511 " Now is the judgement
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of this world, now shall the prince of this world be cast ocut. We
are expressly told in Heb. 2, 14 that by His atoning sacrifice
Christ destroyed the power of the devil forever. " That through
death He might destroy him that had the power of desth, thet is,
the devil, and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
1ifetime subject to bondage." And finally in Rev. 3, 10 we read:
" Becsuse thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep
thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world
to try them that dwell upon the earth.” From this we see that Ohrist
prevents Satan from deceiving those who believe and keep His Yord.

Now 1s this binding of Satan peculiar to 2 thousand year period
just before the end of the world. Vhat we have here in Rev. 20 tells
us nothing over and above that which is common to all the iessianis
time with Christ's victory and the almighty protection vouchafed unto '
His saints. In all Seripture the church of Christ has been exhorted
%o give thanks unto the Father "who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness and hath treanslated us into the kingdom of His dear Son."
This same thought is expre-sbd in Eph. 2, 5=73; 5,83 and Acts 26, 18.
And that deliverance was won for all men when Christ died on the orcss
and has been effective thraighoutthe ages.
GENERAL OCONVERSION CP THE JEWSs

One of the basic claims of the premillennialists which is in
keeping with their Hebraistic interpretation of Soripture is this,
namely that all the Jews shall be converted to faith in Christ and
shall be gathered omce more to Palestine, their native land.

i



Jerusalon shall booome the oppital of theo world fram vhence Christ
will reigzi over His regathered people, Israsl. It is a contention
of Feinberg that after the Great Tribulation or as a result of it

the sozles will fall from the eyes of the "m and they will reo-
ognize iim whom they have plerced as the Messish which had been
promised them and which they had rejeoted.l'ﬁuk well that this is
not to be mccomplished by the preaching of the Gospel, tut throuzh

a miraculous occurence within a very short space of time. For

support of this claim they quote such passages es Zech. 12, 10: " I
wlll pour upon the House of David and upon the inhabitents of Jer-
usalem the spirit of grace and of supplication and they shall look
upon me whom they have plersed." Ln the New Testament they regard
Rom. 11, 25-26 as their main stronghold for St. Peul there declares
that: " All Israel shall be saved.™ fut how are we to understand
these passages in the light of other statements of Holy UWrit?

God says by the prophet Iseish: " Though thy neople Israsl be

as the sand of the sea yet & remmant of them shall be converted."
This is repeated by St. Paul who writes: " Esalas elso orieth concorn=-
ing Israels though the mumber of the children of Israel be &s the
send of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.” gn the 14 ‘estement
God pramised: " In that dey will I raise up the tabernacle of David
thet is fallen and I will tuild it @8 in the days of o0ld," Amos 9, 1l.
And in the New Testeament He declared that this very prophecy is being
fulfilled in the conversion of the Gentiles, God teking ocut of them

kso Peinberg, op. oite.; Ps 146




a people for His nsme, ti:n bullding His Clhurch. As a whole the
netion of Israel hes been rejected end this rejection will comtinue
until the end of the world as the Lord says in luke 21, 24-27:

" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the time of
the Gentiles shall be fulfilled and then shall they sse the Son of
ian coming in a cloud with power and great glory." The times of the
Gontiles &re the times in which the Gentiles are called by the Gospel,
the time of grace, and these times continue unto the end as the Lord
assures us in Matt. 24, 14: " This Gospel shall be preached in all
the world and then shall the end come." But concerning the Jews as
& nation Cod tells us by St. faul: " The wrath is come upon them to
the uttermost," that is, unto the end.

Now then what is meant by the " House of David"t That is the
spiritual Israel. They are, indead, God's chosen veople even &s the
Jows of old were God's chosen pesople but only those who believe and
agcept Christ cen call themselves the childrem of God or God's
people, hence it refers to all bslisvers. Promises suchas Zech. 12, 10
bogan to be fulfilled on Pentecost day and are still being fulfilled
in the gathering of the remnant of Israel as well as in the gathering
of &1l them that efar off even &as mAny as. the lLord shall call. The
House of David comprehenis all the children of the som of David, and
in the same sense the " inhabitants of Jerusalem"are all the citizens
of the Holy City, the Clhurch of Christ. This gathering of the elect
of Israel duringthe time of the New “estement is indicated in the
words of Ioalah 11, 1l1: " The Lord shall set His hand again the
second time to reécover the remnsmt of His people." After they had




broken the first covenant God prowised them 2 second proof of His
grace in sonding the Messiah, thereby establishing the "now covenant"
Jer. 31, 51=33, and calling them by the Gospel. 4All true children
of Abraham, Rom. 4, 1l,will eccept &nd keep this new covenentbbut
that includes only a remnant of Israel For we read in Isaish 4,2-3;
" The branch of the Lord shall be besutiful and gloricus.ee.for them
ithat are escaped of lsreel....he that is left in Zion shall be called
holy even every one that is written among the living. Note that
Isaiah does not say " the whole Jewish-nation."

Let us now oonsider the pessage which the premillennialists
quoto as the chief basis for their cleiws of a 5@1:191-&1 convarsion
of tho Jews, tom. 11, 25-27 which reads as followa:

I would not, brethremn, thet ye should be ignorant of this

nystery lest ye should be wise in your own conseit that

blindness in part is come upon Israel until the fulness of

the Gentiles be come in and so all Israel shall be saved,

ags it is written,There shall come out of Z2ion the Deliverer

and shall turn away ungodliness from “accb; for this is my

covenant unto them when { shall teke away their sinse.
Here we mst nsoint ocut & grave error of the premillennarians. They
teke the edverb of menmer "so", as an adverb of time, in the sense of
"then" or "thereafter". The first meaning of the Greek word according
4o Thayer is "in the menner spoken of" or "in this menner®. Especially
when it is used as in this passage followed by "kathoos" it refers
to the manner desoribd.“ This then is the ascepted translation
when the word is used in this commection. Moreover the premillenmialist

transaltion is inadmissible for it not only changes the meaning of
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tha text, but aleo mekes the Holy G(host contradiot Himself, saying
something here which is at varisnce with other passages of “‘is holy
Vlord, namelny, that not &ll Isreel is to be saved ¢ Certainly Paul does
not deay what he hes seid in the vholo section composing Rome 9, 1-11,
namely, that not all Ierasl according to the flesh, but only a remment
of Israel is to be saved, " according to tho election of grace."
Farthermors %*he purpose of this section is to prove thet the promises
of Ged concerning lsrael are being fulfilled, that they have not
beoone vold even though not all Jews are seved. St. Peul directly
states: " ot a8 though the VWord of God had teken nome effiect for

they are not 2ll Israel which are of Israel." St. Paul mskes &

clear dilstinction between "all Israel" and those which " ere of Israel®.

The seme distinotion he mekes in Rom 2, 28: " He is not a Jow which
is one cutwardly; but he is a Jew which is one inwardly."

In the lizht of such elear definitions we are compelled to take
the shrase "all Israel" in our text es denoting all true “srael,
all such ss are genuine chiliren of Abraham according to the spirit.
This is expressly stated in the promiso quotod by St. Paul in v.26
from Is. 59, 20 where we read: " The Redesmser shall come cut of
Zion and unto them that turn from the transgression in Jacch, saith
the Lord." Hence, not all such es trace their natural descent from
Abrahem, tat 01l Israsl, sccording to the Bpirit, ell "who tarn from
the trensgressizn in Jacob,” vho believe in the promised Redeemer,
shall be saved. Thus by bringing in the fulness of the Gentilas
all Israel 1s, indeed saved. There can be mo doubt that God mever
said nor meent that all Isrsel, mccording to the f£lesh, should be
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saved, but ascording to the spirit, all those who truly comprise
Isracel, vho are benwgrs in Christ will, indeed, be saved.
THE MILLENNIUM:

Immediately following the regathering and reconversion of the
Jows, the premillonnialists hold that Christ will return in company
with the saints wich He took to heaven with Him during the Repture
and Christ and His saints will then reign in Jerusalem over the
vhole world. This is to be the cilmination of God's promise to Israsl
that He would restore the Jews to their homeland and that Christ
would reign over them in peace and righteocusness. This is the great
“Yillennium.This kingdom is to lest for exactly ome thousand years.
According to Feinberg, this rumbsr, used six times in Rev. 20 mst
be taken literally.’! 1milligen, on the other hand, states that it is
of no great importance whether or not we take this figure as meaning
exactly one thousand years or zmht.l'8 But Feinberg insists that a
consistent premillennialists camnot do otherwise, and that is quite
true. If the premillenrialists insist on a literal interpretation
" of Soripture in all matters which is the case, then it would be
rank inconsistency on their part to admit that this mumer could be
teken to mean anything else than an sctual thousand years. As to
what is r_eany meant by the thousand years m‘um_eﬂ in Reve. 20 we
shall discuss in a moment.

However, let us first exsmine Feinberg's gemeral desecription of
this visible kingdom of Christ. As the firot step, 2ll Jerusalem
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will be retuilt and will become the political and religious center
of the world,for it is from here that Ohrist will personmslly conduct
His reign. Christ's reign will be undisputed and unhindered, There
will be no false relgions or cults. War will exist no more; all
nations will be at peace under the rule end reign of the Prince of
Peace. Nature will be rejuvenated, the curse will be removed from
the ground. Animal oreation also will experience 8. change in which
animals of rapacicus character will become meek end teame. And fimally
from Rev. 20, 4 the promillennielists conclude that the saints, in-
cluding the Church, the Tribulation seints which we have explained
above, and the Old Testament bellievers will reign with Christ in
His kingdom and excercise authority and judgmenﬁ. 49

Let us examine now what is really meant by the period of a
thousand years mentioned six times in Reve. 20. Thorcughgoing
millennialista insist on the literal interprotation, for they
hold that all Scripture is to be taken literally. Yet if such were
the case they would be forced to interpret the first verses of
this chaster in a literal semse also, taking the chain and the key
nmentionod there as real objeota fashioned of iron and steel. This,
however, they do not do, as has been explained previcusly. Likewise
in the exegesis of othe;' numbers mentioned in the Bible & literal
interpretation would be demanded. For exemple the seventy weeks
spoken of by Daniel would have to be literally sewenty weeks, yet
no one would admit that these p;rophocl.el wore fulfilled in such &
short period of time.




Theraefore there is no exegetical reason why this mumber mist
be teken in a literal sense. But, on the other hand, Scripture
definiteiy shows us that wo can and mist teke this term in its
figurative meaning. In a perusal of Scripture we find ons period
vwhich agrees in every detail with the desoription of the svents of
the thousand years of Rev. 20. That period bsgan with the coming
of the essiah to earth and the time of Hia first advent and which
continues t5 the end of the world. Jhon Jesus entered upon His
public ministry f"e declared: " The time is fulfilled and the king=
dom of God is at hand; repent ye and bhelieve the Gospel." The one
blessed time of which all the prophets had spoken was fulfilled when
Jesus, tho !eseish, wes come and His reign began. To His disciples
Jésus said, lest they fall to note the _speo:lal geascn which had now
bagun: " Blessed are the syes thet see the things ye have seen; for
I tell you that wany prophets and kings have desired to see those
things which ye see and have not seen them, and to heoar those things
which ye hear and have not heard them." Hence, if we make this period
which John calls a thousand years to begin with the first advent
of Christ we are in perfect agresment with the rest of Scripture
while the designation of any other period is purely arblirary.

We admit that in the kingdom of Christ there is complete pezce
and blessedness, but not as the premillermialists think of it. It
is not en earthly peace in which all wars cease here on this globe,
but rather a spiritusl peace. Christ expressly stated: " lMy peace
I give unto you, not as the world gives..." The peace which Christ
gives is the peace between God and man. He Himself is, therefore,




called, " our peace who hath made bdoth (Jew and Gentils) one, and

hath broken down the partition between us, having abolished in His
flesh the emmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinsnces,
for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making pesacs, &nd that
He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having
slain the emmity thereby, and ceme and preached peace," Eph. 2, 1i=17.
Peaceo has been established "by righteousness,” the rightecusness
vwhich Christ has merited for the whole world. This peace on earth

was proclaimed already by the angels at the birth of Christ. It was
tho poace which is now established between Cod and man through the
coning of fiis Son, Jesus Christ. And this peace was won for us at the
first coming of Christ wvhen 29 suffered and died on the cross, and
rose agein to show thet His eacrifice was acceptable to the Father.
Premillennislists claim that there will also be a peace among nations,
taking the promises of peace in a literal sense. But God novhere
makes such & vromise to mankind. The peace which God declered wes

thie very peace between Himself and man through Ohrist through whom
we have forgliveness of sins. We do not need to await the sesond advent
and e millennial reign for the Scoriptures to be fulfilled. Yhen Christ
skid, " ly peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth give I unto
you," He added, " Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be
afraid.” Even though we mey find strife and emmity here in the world
yet in ocur hearts we have already the peace of God which passeth all
understandhhg which is of far greater worth than any peace which the
world oan give even though men and nations would cesse from physiocal
strife and warfare. Finally Paul says: " For the kingdom of God

is rightecusness and peace, and



Joy in the Holy Ghost , "Romans 14, 17. It is therefors not a wordly
or political peagce, tut a spiritual peace which no man enjoys until,
by faith, he becomes & member of Christ's kingdom for " there is no
poace, saith the Lord unto the wicked". But, according to the
millennialists there will be wicked persons evem in the !{ille nium
anl for them, then, there would not be pesace, and the Millennium
wvould not be a time of universal pesace and blessednsss, because for
the wicked there is no peace. Cutside of God there is no peace.
THE REIGN OF THE SAINTSs

Finally, how are we to look upon Rev. 20, 4 which states that
the saints lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years? In this
verse the premillennialists allegedly find proof for their claim
that when Christ comes to earth at His second advent His saints which
Hg took to heaven with Him at the time of the Ranture will also return
and will rule with Him on this earth. 20 But by what authority is
the Apostle John here converted intoa modern premillennialist? There
is not a single word inthis passage which indicates a visible return
of Christ to earth, all it relates is this: " And they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand yeara;" e egree with Dr. lMueller when
he says: " This passage does not teach a millennium at all since
those who lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years ' are clearly
desoribed as the soals of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus ond for the Word of God,' so that the vision depiects -not an
earthly but a heavenly scene." 21 Christ reigns even now in heaven
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and the saints which are Hie true bellievers, and which have suffered
for Mis seke are already reigning with Hin. Since, 8s we have al-
ready shown, it is against all Seripture to teach an earthly reign
of Christ then, obviously, thls passage commot refer to Christ's
saints reigning with Him on'earth.

If the olaim of the premillennislists were true it would be a
strango sitiation, indeed. Eckman points out the incongruity of the
situation.

Romember the unsaved are still there(on earth). They are marrying,

giving in marriage. They are buying and selling, they are

giving birth to children. They are dying. Alongside of them,

if the saints have returned with their Lord, are people who

hove died end risen from the dead and will never die again.

Is such a mixture of relationships credible? A part of the

population are immortals who cennot die; and a part are mortals

who mast die, livinz together on the same planet. Surely,

this is confusing the present age with the age to come in

a most astonkdhing way, and is to thoughtful persons, unbelievabls.
HOW VATIY RESURRECT IONS?

Since v. 5 of Revelation 20 speaks of the first resurrection
it would be well, at this noint, to tekse up the premillennial claim
that there will be two resurrections fromthe dead. ‘/e have already
discussed earlier the contention of the millenarians concerning
what they believe to be the first resurrection in comnection with
the Rapture of the Church. This Rapture is, inthe minds of the pre-
millennialists, synomymous with the first resurrection. At the time
when Christ cames for His saints prior to the Greet Tribulation
all those who are believers in fim will be taken to heaven, both

those that have died aul those who are living when Christ comes at
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the Rapture. This resurrssction will include only the righteous. The
second resurrection, on the other hand, will occcur after the
Millennium is completed, and at this time only the ungodly men
will arise to receive the judgment of etermal condemnation. The
sequence, according to the premillennieclists, is this. In v.4 of
Reve 20 we are told that the saints lived and reignd with Christ a
thousand years, hence they must have been raised before the beginning
of the Millennium. Then in v. 5: " But the rest of the dead lived
not azain until the thousand years are finished." All those are
ungod ly men.s5
e meintain, on the other hand, that Scripture speaks of only

ono bodily resurrection fromthe dead which will occcur when the Lord
returns on the last day to judge the quick and the dead. It is true
that the Bible distinguishes bhetween two resurrections, but not both
of them are bodily resurrections. The first resurrection is the
resurrestion of the soul from spiritual death, and the sesond
resurrection is the restoration of the body to life on the last day.
By mature all men are spirituelly dead: " But God who is rich in
mercy for His great love wherewith “e loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ and hath raised
ue up," Eph. 2, 3=6. Death is separation from, anl absence of lifs, and
the spiritually dead are separated from Christ, or Life. From this
death we are raised by the grace of God when He oreated faith in the
Savior within ocur hearts. And it is true that only the saints, the
believers, have part in this resurrestion. But both resurrections
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are sharnly distinguished vhen tho Lord says: ® The hour is coming
and now is when tho dead shall hear the voico of the Son of Codj
and they that shall hear shall live." Hore He spoaks of the spiritual
resurrection. Thon He proceeds: " The hour is coming in the which
_a11 that are in the graves shall hear His voiwe ond shall come forth:
they that have done good unto the resurrection of life and they that
have done evil unto tho resurrection of dammation,” John 5, 25-29.
What ic clearor than this statemont? Seoripture expressly states that
vhen that hour which Christ has ordained is come then 8ll will come
forth from the grave, not just some, not just those just ones but
all men both good and evil, tho just to eternal 1life and the evil to
eternzl conloemmation.

This same distinoction is perfectly clear also in Rev. 20.
There it ie caid of the souls of the dead martyrs that " they lived
and reigned with Christ & thoisond years." But the rest of the dead
lived not arain until the thousand years are finished. This is
the first resurrection. ?lessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection; on such the second death hath no power, tut they
shall be -riests of God and Christ and shall reign with Hin a
thousend years." Here the blessedness of thoso departed souls in
heaven is described who had been made 2live from spiritual death
and thne were united with Christ; after their departure from this
world they livod end reigmed with Christ already during the thousand
years, that is, during the time of the New festomont era. They had
part in the first resurrection, the spiritual resurreotion by faith,
and therefore they are, indded blessed and God accounts them holy



for Christ's sake. On them"the second deeth" hes no power. This
second death is doscribed as the "lake of fire", that is, etermal
separation from God and heaven. This I.uf.érpretation is in entire
agreement with the rest of Scripture. These saints have been raised
from the doad, the spiritual death into which sin has placed them.
And because, hy their faith in Christ, they have beon thus reised,
the second death or separation from God will hold no terrors for
them because they have been mado one with God.

,“ The becomd rosurrection” or the resurrection of the physieal
body is doseribed in vs.11l-15 vhere ii ispaid that " the dead small
and groat" that is, all the dead were standing before the Great
Vhite Thrones that the bhook of Life and other booke were openeds
that " every men" was judged; that " whosocever was not found written
in tho Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. If, as the pre-
millonnialists claim, the just had already been raised a thousand
yoars before there would be no object in their standing once more
at the Great WYhite Throms. According to the millennial doctrine all
those who stand before the Throne shauld be cast into the lake of
fire for all those are the evilones,if we accept their claims. Yet
_ these verses plainly tell us that those who were not found written in
the Book of “ife were cast into the lake of fire. This definitely
shows an eclectic action. Some of those sitamiinz there are saved
while the rest are cast away. This is & gemeral resurrection.
Finally St. Paul says in I. Cor. 15, 51-52; " Behold, I show m
a mystery. e shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed in a




moment in the twinkling of an eys, at_the last trump, for the
trumpet shall scund and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and
we shall be changed, " John 6, 40 : " And this is the will of Him
that ‘amt e that everyone that sceth the Son and believth on Him
mey have ovorlasting lifes and I will raise Him up on the last day.”
These clear passages cannot be mistaken or misinterpreted.” The last
trump" ani”’the last day" ere in no way quaelified as being the end ‘
of a particlhlar age or era as premillemnialists claim, but must
obviously rofor to the end, the last day thet the world will be
allowed to stande

ATTER THE MILLENNIUM WHAT?

Rev. 20, 7-15 gives us an account of those events which are to
take ploce when the thousand years are completed. Vs 7=8 speak of
the activity of “atan during the time when St. John speaks of in
the third verse of this chapter as "the little season." Satan is
to be loosed from his prison and is allowed to go out and deceive the
nations. The premillennialists, of course, accept this in its literal
senso. They hold that the binding of Satan is & literal binding, that
he is held in check just as a prisoner is held in & dungeon. So when

the thousand years has expired he is loosed from thst prison and allowed

to make war against the nations and to deceive them. Yet here they
suddenly make & change in their method of interpretation and admit
that the battle vhich is referred to in v. 8 and alluded to in v.9
is not a real battle but must be takem in a spiritual semse. Our
interpretation of this section is entirely comsistent with that

of the previous section of verse 1l-3. Satan has been checked in
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his power by God, he has, indeed, been conquered by Christ but now
at the end of the Gospel era God will allow Satan to excite to
hostile activity the onemies of the comp of the saints,"the beloved
oity, * that is, the true Chrch. This assonlt is made by all the
enemies of Christ, from Anti-christ who is sittinz inthe temple of
God, that is, within the Christian Chruch down through all the false
prophets and deceivers. Gog and Magog are evidently symbolic names
or torms for all povwers in the four quartercof the earth that are
the cnomios of the true Chureh of the living God, Ezek. 38,359. e
are told that Satan shall go out "to deceive the nations". Deception
has ever boen one of the cunning devices of Satan to lure men into
destruction and nerdition and during the little season such deception
will ho even more widespread and intense. Specking of the time of
the end Jesus says: " There shall arise false Christs and false
prophets and shall show great signs and wonders inasmuch that if
it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect,” Matt.2h,24.
I Tim.4, 1=-3 wo read: " How the spirit speaketh expressly that in
the latter times some shall depar:i from the faith, gziving heed to
seducing spirites and dootrines of devils, speaking lies and hysoorisy
heving their conscience seared with a hot iron forbidding to marry,
end commendinz to abstain from meats which God created to be received
with tharkeziving of them which belleve and !mow the truth.” It is
thus thot Satan makes war upon the believers.

As to the actual length of the little season we camnot say
for Scripture does not tell us. Ve can only assume that it will be
2 short time as compared with the era designated as "a thousand years"




which we have shown to be & figurative mmber datinz from the time
of the first coming of Christ and the initiation of the Gospel era.
Honece the thousand years secems to designate & long period of time and
the little season compared with it, & very short period of time.
Indeed, the period is shortened because the deception and evil is so
great that for the sake of the elect God shortens this period.
Concorning thisc time little is said by the majority of the pre-
millemnialists even though they may carry & complete deseription
of the "illennium and the glory to follow in hagven this little
gseeson is more or less ignored. It is repugmant to the millemarians
to think of a pericd after the glorious iillennium when things will
rovert to an even worse state than they werae preceding the Millennium.
liorecaver it seems extremely strenge that if this period of the
Millonnium is to be ome of such complete and blessedness that there '
.shauld be so many thousands who are ready to follow Satan when he
is loosed from his prison. 1 i
Although God allows the devil a freeo reign for a time on earth
before the end He quickly brings that reign of terror to & close in
an extraordinary mammer. The devil, Anti-christ and their followers 5'
are overcoms and cast into the lake of fire, namely hell, and there

they shall remain forever.

Py

cc;nceming the judgment of the Great 'ite Throme and those who
are to stand before it premillermialists assert that only the
wicked, the unjust will be judged at this time since all the just
ones have been judged already and live and reign with Christ.
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Pettingill says: " The Judgment of the Great White Throme is the
judgment of the lost dead who are raised from the dead for their
final judgment." S Y have already showm where the premillennialists
orr in these points in cur discussion of the resurrection snd the
Judgmonts in the fore part of this papor. This is theonly and final
rosurroction of all the dead ond their judgment, including the just
and the unjust. .

EVALJATION OF THE PREMILLENNIAL DOCTRINE

Premillennialism is obviously & gross perversion of the Bibliocal
doctrine of the Christian hope. The teaching of a future period of
glory, welfare, and dominion of the kingdom of Christ here on this
Present carth misdirects the blessed hope of the Christlen to earthly
and tomporal things. Of such earthly blessings we have no divine
promisos; on the contrary we are told by Cod in “is holy Yérd that
we mist not expect and hone for earthly joys and plessures, riches,
power, and honor in this life. As long as this earth remains, the
kingdon of God will be a lkingdom under the cross."If in this life
only we have hope in Christ we are of 2ll men most miserable,”

I Cor. 15, 19. In other words, if we, as Christians, look only for a
glorious time here on this earth we aré indeed, :_niasrnble for our
hope is in vain. The blessedness of the Christian is found not in
earthly good tut within his heart, and firally after the last trump
he will find complete peace and joy in the mansions above where we

will live eternally with Christ. There will bo no period of blessedness

here on e‘nrt.h vhich will end after a time,but the true Christian hope
is one of eternal blessedness in the world to come.

5“. mtln“.ll. OPs cit.; D 181-
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The emphasis throughout the premillennial doctrine is placed
on eschatolory rather than on soteriology. The main tenet of their
belief is the period of blessedness here on earth. This is the hope
to which thoir adherents are pointed. As a direct rosult of this
misplaced emphesis we £ind that the prenillemnialists underevaluate
church creoods, which of course, results in unionism and indifferent
practices. 4ind it cannot be otherwise, for instead of assuring the
simer of forgivensess of sins and futurc heavenly zlory which is
gained only through the bload. of Christ and tho grace of God they
woild have him expect a period of earthly grandeur. Christ and the
salvation He won for us by “is suiferingz and death are not the
contral facts of their theology. This is nothinz less than an out~
right dieparagement of the Gospel of salvation. 55 Professor Feinberg

denies this when he writess

The next objection lodged against the premillennialists is a
sorious one, but one which camnot bo sustained. It is claimed
that the millennial view disparages the Gospel becesuse it
toacheas conversion by means foreign to the Cospel, such as

the wrath, judgment, or a display of glory. Premillennialists
assuredly do not disparage the Cospel. It is true that Christ
commissionsd each believer to preach the Gospol to every
‘ore2turo, but that does not mean thet everone is automatioally
4o ba s2ved. e do not believe that the Gospel has any less
power than do the amillennialists. It is the power of God

unto salvation unto everyone that believeth whether Jew or
Gentile. ~ut the burden of proof rests with the smillennialists
to show that it is the avowed purpose of God to save all in this
age by the Gospel. *n er words it is not a question of
powver but of.purpose.

Dr. Poinborg admits that premillemnialism teaches conversion by a
dishlay of glory and power yet he denies that this teaching disparages

55. Theodore Engelder,*Dispensationalism Disparaging the Gospel}

Ooncordia Theological Stonthly, vol. 8, ppe
« Feinberg, ope ".to. Pe 219
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the Cospel. Yet, how can it be otherwlse? True, prenillemmizlisis
preach Gospel in this age. But Becording to their teaching this is
not the final age, thore is & better one coming, nemely, the Millennium.
This era will huve greater instrumentnlities for conversion. In this
a8ge they edmit the Gospel is the only means of conversion, but it is
not sufficient to convert all men. But when the "illemnium has come
then by other means universal aal\.ta.tion will result. foreover Fein=
berg mokes tho atatement: " Israel was governed and will be in the
millennial age by a prinociple wholly foreign to that which is in
force in the Church age. The >rinciple governing in the church age
is that of grace. God does not have two mitually exclusive principles
as lLaw and Grace operative in one period." ?ﬁerefore the millennial
poriod, since it is wholly different from that of the Church age,
will be governed by lLaw since the Church age is governsd by Crace.
And thie reign of the law is to accomplish vhat the reign of grace
could not accomplish, namely & universal conversion of all Jews.
Certainly this is a disparagement of the Gospel of Christ and Him
crucified.

oreover this whole treatment of the means of conversion in
the 1“illennium is Calvinistic for it 1s an irresistidle gracs.
411 Israel is to be converted by 2 display of glory end by the
wrath of Cod. They ocannot resist. This is Oalvinism pure and simple.
The free will of men is destroyed. B

Finally, the whole approsch of the premillennialists is

570 Pcinberg. OPe O’-t.. Pe m-



Judaistic in that it gives to tho Jew e preeminence inconsistent
with the Scriptures, and in its emchasis on tho materiel end secular
neture of Chriot's kingdom. Our "lively hope" is not an earthly
blessing, but en "inhoritance incorruptible, undefiled, and thet
fadeth not away, resorved in hosven," I Pat. 4, 9.

l'pon the besis of these considerstions we must echo the words
of the sevonteenth artiocle of the Augsburg Confession and reject
the teaching of tho promlllenninlists as "Jowish fables" and &

dangerocus caricature of the Christian hopo wvhich God has promised

us in His holy “ord.
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