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2a. 

However, it 1s at the Cross of Christ, and especially 

1n Bis teachings about His 4eath and resurreotion. that we 

•~a at the very heart and center of the Kingdom of God. On 

the one side. it is to be observed that Dll\O~ of Christ's 

teaohing on the Kingdom of God is intimately oonneoted with 

the unique title., •son of Ma.n•,28 whioh He he.bitua.111' applied 

as 
A brief survey of some of the passages 1n which the Lord 

apeaka of His person and His work as the •Son of Man• will 
show how t he uoe of that t erm reveals the Uess1an1o oonaoioua­
neas of Jesus. - Jesus used this name with a.lmoet unbroken 
regularity when it was His purpose to lay emphasis on the fe.ot 
of His humiliation. He said on one oocaaion:•Foxea have holes 
and the birds of the air have neets but the Son of Man hath 
not where to l ay His head" (Lk.9.,58). In this state of humili­
ation. He also lived as a ma.n among men, sharing a.11 the ord1-
nuy wants of hUiiLl:\ n na.t u:re, a.s He sa.~Ldt •The Son of llan came 
eating and drinking• (Lk.7,34). 

Tho Lor d al so used this name in order to emphasize the 
taot that He came in our nature for the purpose of serving 
mankind. He said: "The Son of Man came. not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom tor 
many• (Mt.a0,28). Through this f act, that He gave His lite 
a ransom for many. He became the one source of blessing and 
salvation to e.ll mankind. No doubt, it ,,a.a ,.,1th this very 
fact in view that He had said early in His ministry:•Veruy. 
verily• I say unto you, Hereafter ye ahall see heaven open, 
and 1ihe angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of lla.D.• (John 1,51), 

Jesus also used this torm •son of Uan• ta set forth Ria 
41Tine authority. He said:11The Son of Uan 1s Lord ot the 
Sabbath day n (Mk. 2. 28). 11The son of Ua.11 ha.th power on earth 
to forgive sins• (Ut.9,6). •Re hath given Him authority to 
execute judgment also because He is the Son of Uan• (John 51 37). 
The fact of His deity is set forth distinctly in that word 
ti-on, His li ps which is definitely oonneoted ,Tith the prophecy 
1D Daniel, when He solemnly declared before the Jeniah 
Sanhedr,inu 1Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaTen• (Kt. 26,64). 



a:s. 

to 11.msel~. It is quite gener~lly agreed that the root ot 

lh1a express ion i s to be found in Daniel ?,13. The oonneol1on 

1n Wh1Qh it appears thare refer s to the spiritual oharaotor 

of the Kingdom of God, a n contrasted ~1th the violence and 

the brutal i ty of t he k ingdoms represented by the four beast■• 

The use of this unique title; the sinless lite of Jeaua; 

Bia mighty miracles - all these made a deep impression on the 

41aoiples. It wrought in then, the firm oonv1ot1on that He 

•as in very truth the Son of God. At Cae.sarea Philippi, 

knowing tha t the hour was near, \-1he11 He must •give His life 

a ransom for many•, Jesus asked His d1so1pleat 1Whom say ye 

that I, the Son of Man, am?• And Simon Peter, as spokesman 

tor the group, answered and aa1d:•Thou art the Christ, the 

Bon of the living Godl• (Mt.16,15-16. 

However, not only the words of Jesus, a.nd particularly 

Bia use of th.e title 11Son of Men•, but also His e.ctiona bear 

Witness to the fact tha t He came to establish the gracious 
rule ot God through His saving work. He mingled with all 

aorta and classes of people, even with the publicans and 

■inners. When the Pharisees criticized Him for it, He said 

a1mply:•I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 

Z'epentanoe• (Lk.s,:;a). On His l a st journey to Jerusalem, Be 

resolutely put aside all thoughts of what lay before Him, in 

OZ'der that He mi ght bring sa.lvation to the house of Zaochaeua, 

-



la.Jing: 'Th~ Son of !Jan is co.iue to ~eek and to aav. t?!.o.t ":7b1oh 

\IQ.a loatJ " (Llt.19., 10 ). 

In the early yea.rs of His ministry Jesus spoke only 1n 

leiled language of Hie sufferings and death~ 0D ODS OOO&B10D 

la exclaimed: •I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how 

a:m I stra~.tened t i ll it be acoompl1shedlJI (Lk.12,50). It ?l&a 

Only a fter Ca a SE1,raa Phi lippi, and the glorious confeAsion 

Ills.de thare, t no.t "Je s\\S haga.n t a shew unto His d1so1pl e a, boff 

that Re m,.1st go unto Jerusalem., a nd s~ f - r 1. any t ll1ngs of the 

elders and ohia :f' :9r1es ts and 3or1bea, and. be ltil led, and be 

raised agt\:tn the •third de.l'" (!{t.16, ill). Still l~.te r He s o.id 

to His d i ac i plcs: "The Bon of Man oama not to be ministered 

unto1 but to mini 3ter, and to g ive Hie life a. r anson1 for 

lllanJ 1 ( 1.lk. l O, 45 ).. so :1e ti· 1e ln. t er I w:\ th the ex?,>er1enoe of 

the 0ro3s i mmedi a t ely before Him, He aaid at the ins titution 

of the Lord's SUppor:•Thie is my body ~hioh is given for you. 

This oup is the neu te st ament in my blood, which is shed tor 

Jou• (Lk.22,19-20). Even there His thoughts centered upon 

the Kingdom which He came to establish. He said:•I will not 

drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day 

When I drink it DOf/ w1 th you in my Father• s kingdom• (Jlt. as, 29). 

Thia 1a no oontradiction of His previous statement that with 

Him the 1Ci-1gdom had already oome; rather Ha declares that bJ· 

Bl■ autteringa and death that daJ, the Kingdom would be fully 



a&. 

e,atabl ished. ID those things whioh Jesus was to do and aufter 

Within the next few. hours. the gracious activity ot Oo4 tor 

the salvation of mankind found its highest expression. - Of 

oourse. the disciples "understood none ot these thi12ga• (Lk.18.34). 

And even after His resurrection He found it necessary to say to 

them 1D a spirit of sadness a.nd reproof: IIQught not Christ to ban 

suffered these things. and to enter into Bia glory?• (Lk.a4.a&). 

Thµa it is there at the Oroas of Christ that we are at. 

the very heart of the Kingdom of God• the gracioug activity 

of God for man• s aa.lvation. BannEttt said: •The Kingdom of God 

riaea 1n men• a souls at the oroas of Obrist•. 39 The super­

scription on the oroas:"Jesus of Nazareth• the X1ng of the 

Jews•, which seemed to mook and refute all His olaim•• only 

served to point the way to the establishment of His Kingdom 

and to confirm all His claims. His Kingdom was established 

and maintained among men, not by fo~oe ot arms. but rather by 

the v1oar1ous sufferings, death and resurrection of the 

heavenly King Hilllself. It was tbrough the oross that He 

ascended to glory and to the crown, as He had said:•And I, if 

I be lifted up from the earth• will draw all men unto Kel• 

(John 12,32). While the kings of the earth often waded through 

the blood of their fellow-men 1n order to occupy their thrones 

and maintain themselves 1D power, Jesus ascended His throne 

through His own blood. of the oroas, shed for the remission ot 

ain. While earthly kings lose their kingship at death. Jeaua 

a9 L.B. Bennett. Op. oit., p.107. 



••~bl1ahed and entered upon His Kingdom through Bia death 

• nd reaurreotion. Thus the Kingdom of God oentera 1D the 

Parson of Obrist. and rests upon His work of redemption. 

as. 

This position is in full harmony with the Oonfesaiona of 

our Ohuroh. In the Large Cateohiam, Luther writea:•The Kingdom 

of God is nothing else than what we learned in the Creed, how 

God sent His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, into the world to, 

redeem and deliver us fro~ the power of the devil, and to 

br1ng us to Himself, and to govern us as a King of righteous­

ness, life and salvation against sin, death and o.n ev1l 

oonaoience, f or ,'7h1oh end He has also bestowed His IJoly Gboat, 

who 1s to bring these things home to us by Bia Word, and to 

Ulwuine a.rid strengthen us in the fa.i th by Sia power"• 3o 

In one of his sermons Luther said:tThe Kingdom of God, 

by which He rules over all believers and as a faithful king 

ah1el4s, rebukes, re'7lards, leads them, eto. a and they on their 

part put their entire trust in Him, willingly receive His 

fatherly discipline and rebuke and in all things give Rim 

obedience, 1s not worldly or temporal. but spiritual, is not 

eating and drinkinga Rom.14,17, or any external thing, but 

only righteousness, satisfaction, and consolation of the 

hwaan heart and conso1enoe. Therefore it is nothing other 

than forgiveness or putting away of sins, by uhioh the oon-

~ . 
Luther, Large Oateoh1sm. Concordia Triglotta, p.711. 



IC1enoea are oontem1nated. distressed, and troubled. ror 

~uat as a worldly, tempornl kingdom consists in this. that 

People live quietly and can paaoefully obtain their sustenance 

together. even so the kingdom of God grants such thinga in 

the ap1r1tua1 field; 1t destroys the kingdom ot a1n and la 

really nothing but a oanoellation and forgiveness ot aina. 

God rules in the hearts by bringing peace. quiet. comfort 

through Hie Word, just as sin produces the opposite, namely, 

41aturbanoe, anxi~ty. and trouble. Herein God gives evidence 

of His glory and grace 1n this life, in that He takes away 
31 &Dd forgives the sins of uien: !bll .1!. the kingdom Slf. graqa. • 

To tho su1e effuot is a definition of tho concept •Kingdom 

of God• 1n th book To,.vard Lutberan Union. 8The expracss1on 

'Kingdom of God ' is used in Scripture not primarily with re­

gard to persons in their own atatus and in their relat1on·ah1p 

to one another, but of the rule of the Savior by the Gospel 

in the hearts of the believers and with reference to the pur­

pose of His kingdom, the emphasis being on His gracious power 

rather than upon the obedience of His subjects. The kingdom 

of Ood 1n its relation to the believers 1a tbe rule o~ the 

Savior 1n the hearts of the Christians effected through the 

forgiveness of their sins, the consummation of this rulo to 

'21ke place 1D the kingdom of glory. This kingdom in its very 

nature 1a invisible, because both faith and the working o~ 

11 Luther , St. Louis Ed.XI:1928t; quoted in Toward Lutherap 
pn1op, pp.a5-ae. 



aa. 

th8 Spirit in tho hearts of rnen arc, ap1r1tual and henoa 1B 

th~bAselvea 1nv1a1ble •• 32 •Tho person who. by faith en:ter■ 
into possesa1on of the righteousness ,1rought for him by the 

substitutionary saorif1oe of Christ and of the peace with 

God bllought to him by the d.ea.th of the Savior on Calvary. has 

the kingdon1 , enjoys the kingdom, ancl 1a 1n the kingdom •••••• 

The efficacy which i s inherent in the Word brings the b1aaa-

1nga of the kingdom to the hearts of man•• 33 

Thie concept of the Kingdom, taught in the Synoptic 

Gospels, as t he gr ecious rule o~ God established by the death 

and resur rection of Christ, pl ainly refutes the position of 

the Roman Oat holio Church., wh1oh holds that the Kingdom is 

to be 1den t if 1ed w! t h 1 t self., th.. Roin~.n Ca thol 10 Or..uroh. They 

hold, that •the 1 K1ngdom of God as established by Christ is at 

once a visible Church 1n the world, and an inv isible spiritual 

llingd.om of grace within the soul. External e.dherenos to the 

visible Kingdom de~a.nds also that Christ reign by gracs within 

the soul. But t his interior grace does not dispense a man from 

accepting the will of Christ onoe he is aware of it• nor from 

the obligation to join the visible Kingdom established bJ' Him 

1D this world. • 34 

What this visible Kingdom 1s they explain by sayings •The 
. 

only Church which bas been all the days 1n the world ainoe 

38 Tcnrard Lutheran un1on, P• as. 
33 1Pu;4 Lutheran un1on, p.84. 

34 Bad.lg Repl 1eal/ Vol. I. , p. 63. 



as. 

Ohr1at 1a the C3.thol1o Church, ancl 1f He did not establish 

that Ohurch, He asta.blished none. Modernists do not admit 

th&t Christ actually founded a visible and definite Oburoh. 

If they did, they wouln have no excuse for not subm~tt1Dg 

to the Catholic Church •••••• (The oonclus1on that) the oom­

JllUDi'y of faith 1s not necessa.rUy ident1:f!1s.ble ff1 th any 

present-da y Church, 1s b~sed on the false premise that Christ 

gave only some nioe beliefs and moral tea~hinga, and did 

not establish a definite Church. The Kingdom of Christ waa 

not anarchy ••••• The Kingdom of Christ is necessarily iden­

tifiable with the Catholic Church today•. 35 

This identifica tion of the Kingdom of God with the 

Catholic Church on the part of the Romanists has no founda­

tion whatever 1n scripture. It is extremely doubttul. whether 

it can be shown from New Testament usage that the terms 

X1ngdom - bas1le1a, and Church - . eoolea1a are synonymous. 

The passage (Ut.13,41) •The Son of man shall send forth Bia 

angels, and they aha.J.l g&ther out of His kingdom all things 

that offend, and them which do iniquity•, although frequently 

used as speaking of the visible Church,. doe,s not have that 

meaning. In ~his instance also the •kingdom of the Son of man• 

is Ria gracious activity through the Gospel. For those who are 

designated as "the tares II the ti,ne will eventually come, whea 

Be will no longer seek to influence and rule them tbrough the 

Gospel. When that time comes, they will be removed from Ria 

35 B@dio Replies, Vol.II., p.79. 



30-. 

Kingdom; their period of grace will have encted. 36 •That the 

•or4 ba•1le1a denotes God's oontinuoua activity holds true 

ln all tbs po.re.bles of 1.!att.13. 'ffllen the Savior compares -.ha 
Kingdom of God to a, rousta.rd seed, vv. 31 and 38, which growa 

rapidly., He has in m1ncl. not so muoh the numerical growth of 

tha Roly Chris tian Church, but first of a.ll the increa sing 

spread and 1nfluenoe of God' e rule in the hearts ot men. 

When the kingdom is oompared to a net, v.47, the emphasis 1a 

on God's aot1vitv r~ther than on people. A careful study of 

the many pas.sages in whioh the word kingdom occurs -sill show 

that the be s t definition of this word is •royal aotivity•, 

the "rule of a king•• 37 

36 J. Schaller, Op. cit., p.155. 

37 F. E. Mayer, Op. cit., p.19. - The s ame author calla atten­
tion to the underlying difference between. the two oonoepta 
basUeia and acoles1a:"Prior to Pentecost the writers of the 
Bew Testament direct our attention especially to the preaching 
of the Gospel, to the aotivity of God. But r1hen the Cburoh was 
founded at Pentecost and the Apostles began their tremendous 
miss ion activity anci gathered congregations, it wa s only natural 
that the Christians thought primarily of the believers. Thus 
1n the Apostolic t1r,,es the emphasis 1s directed to the Church. 
In other words, while the two terms, kingdom and ohuroh, have 
much in oomr on, the word kingdom focuses our attant1on. upon 
God's gracious activity, and the word church directs o\1% 
thought to the people whom God's activity ha.a brought into the 
t1ngdom. The relation between the two terms is s1mUar to the 
ze1a,1on between cause and effect. The term kingdom direota 
our attention to the work which~ does, whereas the term 
phurcb centers our attention upon the people who ba.ve come 
under Ood.1 s gracious rule•• gp, cit., p.18. 



The misunderstanding of the baaio meaning of baa11e1a 

aa the gracious activity of God, has lead many modern theo­

logians to the, v1e,-: that •the Kingdom of God 1a nothing mo:re 
than an eoonom1o and soo1al utopia ■• 38 F:rederlok Grant, an 

lp1acopal1an Dlinister and professor at Union Seminary, gives 

the Views of such theologians 1n the words: 

'l'he A1ner ioan dream of a ne\7 way of 1 ife for man upon 
this eertb, in a world at peaoe, where juatioe is 
aohiaved and maintained bet1.Teen nations, groups, and 
individuals, with liberty for all and a fair aha.Doe 
for every child of man to realise to the full hia Ood­
given talents and oapaoitiea - surely that d1'eam, 
though too often denied 1n actual praotioa, is •not 
far from the Kingdom of God1 • Under the oonditiopa 
l!!!1 circumstanoes 2f. our modern world, something like 
that ls the only possible expression of the hope of 
the Kingdom, that is of the actual Reign of God 
over his world•.39 

The 1 kingdom1 of ffhiob Jesus spoke was no purely 
transcendental, other-worlclly realm but a true 
Ragnum J2u:. .m, terra.! It envisages the oomplete and 
perfect realization of the divine sovereignty here 
upon e~th. As the evangelist Matthew interprets 
it (for all his high •apocalyptio 1 eschatology), 
•Thy kingdom come n mel8g •Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven•. 

Certainly, such views are fez from expressing the baa1o 

meaning of bas11eia in the New Testament. 

as r. E. lfayer. QR. 0 ijj. , p.36. 

39 I'. o. Grant, l'J!e Goa:Qe). g,f th§ Kina-t1om, p.181. 

40 .... o. Grant. ~. o1;1i • ., pp.13 and 15. 



The danger of giving expression to auoh Calvln1at1o 

Vlewa with promise a of o. new social o:rd.e:r is pointed out 

by Prof. Charles R. Erdm&n, in a paper J!uL Church W 

loo1a11sm, in which ho writeo: 

There are many who., 1n the name of Ohriatianity, 
ha.Gove been promising a new social order., a kingdom of 

d., which they declare the Ohurch will 1ntroduoe. 
-i,ie long continued failure to realize these promises 
has led to criticisms of the Church., and has done 
not a little to increase the bitterness ct aooialia­
tio attacks upon her. The Ohuroh 1s now being held 
responsible for social sins and injustice., for the 
\"ll'onge a.ncl grieve.noes of the age; and for th1a un­
fortunate position she must largely bla me herself. 
She has arrogated functions which are not her own; 
she has ma de promises for which there is no written 
word of Scripture. It should be remembered, for 
instance., that the state is quite aa purely a divine 
institution as is the Church. It is for the state 
to secure social reoonstruot1on when neoessazy,; it 
1a for the sta te to punish offenders., and to aeoun 
by legal enactments and legislative processes the 
abolition of abuses, and the establishment of juat1oe. 
When the Church assumes functions be·long1ng to the 
state., she involves herself 1n needless difficulties 
and pla ce s herself in a false position before the 
wo:rld.41 

aa. 

41: Charles B. Erdman., The Church and Soo1a.l1s.m, appearing 
1n The Fupda.meptals. Vol.IV"., pp.107-8. 
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Pa.rt IV. as. 
The Keya of the Kingdom. 

Before the reign of God oan begin 1n the soul, the tor­

Siveneaa of God must remove the barrier of sin and evil. This 

WOrk of, graoe oan pe a.coompliahed only through the Word of 

God. Jesus, therefore, began His public ministry by offering 

the Goepel of the Kingdom freely to all, say 1ng: •The time ia 

fUl.filled, a nd the kingdom of God is at hand: :repent ye_. and 

believe the Gospel" (Mk.11 15; Lk.4,43; 8,1.). 

Bot only did Christ preach this message Himself, but He 

also sent others to preach it. •And He sent them to preach 

the ki11gdom of God n (Lk. 9, a). •I will give unto thee the keys 

of the Kingdom of he~ven• (Mt.18,19). •Thia Gospel of the 

kingdom shall be preached in all the wCll'ld for a witness unto 

all nations, and then shall the end be• (llt. 24,14). IIQo ye 

and teaoh all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost• (Kt.28,19). 

•Qo ye ipto all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 

creature. He that balieveth and is baptized shall be saved; 

he that believeth not, shall be damned• (Uk.16,15-16). 

Our Lord's idea of the basile1a, the rule of God• was that 

it catne down "upon men• from above, po\Yerfully, by BD aot of 

GOd (Lk.ll,20). He declares that the •Kingdom of God oomes 

With power• (Mk,8,1). The Kingdom of God comes with & power 

from on high, the power-of divine grace, exerted through the 

Gospel, which ia •the power of God unto salvation to everyone 



34. 

'hat believethn (Rom.l,16). •The Kingdom of God oomea without 

our prayer, of itself", and builds 1teelt by its own inherent 

Power. It is the saving power of the Kingdom itself that 

tra.nsf orU1s men and makes them pa.rta.kera of the Kingdom. 

The stated mission of Jesus •to preach the Gospel of the 

kingdom of Goda (Lk.4,43), is itself a1gn1fioant. The mission 

Of Jesus, then, was this work of drawing men by the preaching 

ot the Gospe l into God's rule of grace, which 1s His Kingdom. 

•To preach the Gospel of the X1ngdora • means to bring the rUle 

of God• a grace 1n Obrist to those \'lho are made to hear this 

Gospel, ~nd through it to turn them 1n repentance and faith 

to this ble ssed rule and to its King and Ruler, Christ. Th1a 

ruJ.e of God I s grace 1n Cbr 1st through the Gospel oonat1 tutea 

the Kingdom 1n its spooifio sense. 

The Gospel itself is •the good news of the grace of God 

1n Christ Jesus•, and sets forth •all that God has done and 

still does for our salvation•. •To preach the Gospel•, then, 

means •to preach the Kingdom of God• (Lt. 4, 43). Whenever the 

Soriptures speak of the power e.nd effectiveness of the Gospel, 

they are at the asme time speaking of the Kingdom, since the 

Gospel is the means of His grace, and His graoioua rule. The 

ea.me tact applies, whenever the Scriptures speak of Christ, 

Bia person or His redoem1ng· ,1ork, since the Kingdom, 1. ••, 

Cod.1a gracious rule, centers 1n Christ and H1a redemption. 


