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teachings ot Buddha. but the Shinto revival eventually developed into 

a reaction against Cont'uoianism i taelt'. Beoause ot 1 ta nat1onal.ist1c 

oharaoter, Shinto regarded the Chinese sage aa a foreigner. 

Politically, the Shinto renaisaanoe toouaed attention upon the 

divine ances·try ot the imporial family. We have the words of Uotoori 

Nor1naga at the end of the 18th century. 

The Uikad.o is the sovereign appointed by the doitie• 
who created this country. The sun-Goddess never said •Dis­
obey the Mikado if he be bad,• and therefore, whether he be 
good or bad, no one attempts to deprive him ot his authority. 
He is the Immovable Ruler who must endure to the end ot time 
so long aG the sun and moon oontim1e. In anciont language 
the ll ikado was called a god, and that is his real character. 
Duty, therefore, consists in obeying him implicitly without 
questioning his acts.51 

Two generations later the Shogunate collapsed. 

One ot the oonspicuous features in the morality ot this period 

is t hat it was a class morality, a group morality. Thia morali.ty was 

a sense ot responsibility ot an individual toward the group or class 

to v1hioh he bolonged. It was more important to him what the group 

thought of him than what he himself' deemed correct or right. An 

example of the application ot this is t'oun4 in the ooameroial class. 

There were certain prescribed obligations bet ... n employer and servant, 

or master and apprentice. Individualism was discouraged. Thia moral­

ity was approved by all the philoaoph•re 1n spite ot the ta.en-that 

the:, differed among th81118e1Yee on points ot poll tloal t.b.eory.52 Thia 

ia a conditioning. w might a.y, to ll&king Staf:e Shinto, as lt 1a to­

de,y, the creed of all J'apan and not a 11at~ ot 1acl1Y14ual preterenoe. 

---------~-.-------~~----~ 
51. Steiger~ ..!!.2• si!• • P• Sff. 
52. Sanaoa, ..!!.2• oi t., P• 809. 
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Ue1Ji ~ llodorn ~· 1868-

1868 marks tho beginning of an era in which Japan became a modern 

nation. All the outstanding man of the Mei Ji era were •aamnraJ.•. 

They restored the emperor to power as the head ot the nation. Th••• 

men deliberately established a Japanese state based on the un1t1oat1on 

or government e,nd. religion. The term used to desor1 be this oloae re­

lationship is •saisei It chi a. An imperial edict ot 1868 defines this 

national psychology of safeguarding against the dangers ot foreign 

oonto.cts and of unifying in tho aupport of vital national polity.53 

Bocause of t_I4s. Buddhism suffered. The men who were instru­

mental in forming the new govermient were deeply dyed in the doctrine 

of IIaibutsu-ron, "Down with Buddhism.• A union or Shinto and Buddhism 

was strictly prohil>i tad. The imperial family was barred f'rom continu­

ing in Buddhist orders or ceremonies. The Budd.h1.ats were persecuted 

severely by this blind fury of •patriotism.• However, this persecu­

tion lasted only a few years (1867-72).54 

In February 18991 the national governmant issued a written consti-

tution oonta.ining a guarantee of full religious freeclom.55 

In August the famous order Number Twelve was iaauad prohibiting 

roligioua instruction 1n all schools - governmental and prJ.Yate.56 

Prior to this, in 1882• Shinto was defined IIION clet'1D1tel7 b7 the 

imperial govermient. A olaaaitying of' Staie Shinto and seo~aa 

Shinto occurred. Th••• latter Shinto bodlN wre to be separated t'raa 

-------------------------53. D. o. Holtom. Woderg Zapp. & Shintg NatioyJ&•• P• s. 
54.. ~. • P• 127 • · " 
55. D. o. .Ilol. tom. The NatimJ NH! .!£. Japan. P• '10 r • 
56. Holtam, lloclep lapa.p. p. Te. 



direct relat1onsh1p "1th the state and .. nt made So depend upon prlY&t• 

1n.1t1ativo for organization and support.57 

In 1900 the &reau ot Shrines and Temples was abolished and 1n 1ts 

plaoe two separate oft'ieee wore created, the Bureau ot Shinto Shrine• 

and tho Bureau of Religion. The lllreau ot Shinto Shrinea was given 

ohargo ot all affairs ooncerning official shrines and their priests. 

The Bureau of Religions was given the oversight ot all mattera olaaa-

1r1ed by the government us religious. This bureau bad Jur1sd.1ot1on 

over the various sects or Shinto and of Buddhism and alao ot all Christ­

ian donominnti ons. In 1913, the Bureau or Religions was transferred to 

the Department of Educa tion from the Department of Home Af'tairs.58 

All seems well 1n the separation ot State Shinto troa •all• other 

relieious bod.iea, and rolig1ous freedom appeared to be maintained. In 

1911, however, a perplexing "llaikun• (unott1o1al 1nsti,iotiona) appeared 

from Ur. ~ taro Komatsubara, i.lin1ster of Bduoation. The orders ware 

that school teachors should conduct thoir pupils 1.n a body to looal 

shrines and thero do obeisance betore the altars.59 In juatityi.Dg this 

order tho analogy is drawn ot Amer1oan reapeot tor the L1nool.n lleaorlal 

or the Tomb of the Unkno·.m Soldier. llo NOOrd oan be toum ot the 

original Naikun • 

.bother statement worth not1o1ng was iaaued 111 the a11tuam or 19S&. 

The new statement enoouragea religious ecluoation 111 tu ho-• an4 

through Ya.r1oua religious organisaUoae. wldle eohool edlloatlon la de­

oland. to be neutral aa tar aa senarlam.a 1a oonoern-4.. some r .. i 
--------·-------------~~~ 5'1. Holtoa. N&Uopal fal!he P• e?t. 

58. ~ •• P• ?O. 
59. 1 bid. • P• '13. 



tb1a to be amount to praotioally a revel'8al o~ Order Number Tweln o~ 

1889.80 

During the l.1eiJi Bra almost all or the Shin-to sects began a.114 

grew. They developed into thirteen sects. In these aeots oan be a .. n 

the various influences or Japan's long history, 1nolud1ng both Co~ 

tucian and .&lddhis t influ0noes. 

-----------------------~-
60. Holtom, Uodern Japan, P• 85. 
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Summary. 

The poople or .To.pan do love their country. The bietor., •bo-
u that Shinto was a gradual development and only arri~ at 1te pre­

aent form 1n the lie1J1 era. Ancient hia~or., provided. the tirst teu'ta 

by its myths and lagendary character. The long period. ot Daddhi•'t 

domination ostablished its form ot being a ritual and a aeries ot 

ceremonies. Shinto proved that it could survive. At. the 8&1118 u... 

Shinto ohowed its tlsxibility. Bxoept tor Christianity it oould in­

corporate the taaohings or other systems beoauae it itself laolal a 

aystom for the soul. Finally, in the last ,period. Shinto laid down 

definite distinotions to meet the requirement.a ot the modern world. 

Two points are apparent through out the biat.ory of Shinto. It 

aaka only one thing of i ta peoples that ihe imperial family be held 

as having the d.1 vine right to rule. The people haft giv.,n Shinto 

this request unquestioningly because ot love tor their oount17. The 

other point is that Shinto nei-her otters nor demancla anything ot the 

individual soul. It leaves that to the individual to eat1at7 a.a long 

as it is in keeping with the one dootrin. llhioh Shinto do• 4-1111.Dd.. 
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II. AN ANALYSIS 01' Tli.E ANCIENT SHINTO ll!TBS. 

Shinto has no writing oomparable to Holy Scriptures. Writing 

was not introduced into Japan until 405 A. D. and tor oenturlN after 

this date all writing was done by imported Ch1neas sor:l.bea. One ot 

the t wo oldest writings, the N1hong1, was written in Chinese three 

conturies later. Oral transmission ot taots has oonelst.ently proved 

itself to be unreliable. Thus the details ot events in early lapan­

ese history are olasei t ied as legendary and by ihe writ.ten record.a 

wbioh we ha.ve extant today, muoh or this history le obv1oualy ~hology. 

Upon these legends and IDiYtbs Shinto has built its theology. 

A brief desoription of the sources available tor the study ot 

Anoiont Shintos 

Prlnoiple Sources, 

KoJ1k1 (Records or Ancient Mattera) waa oompiled. by iaperial 

order and completed in 712 A. J>. The pretaoe atatea that 1 t was tabn 

down from the lips of' Hlyeda no Are, who had so wondert'ul a memory that 

he could repeat with his mouth whatever was placed betore hi.a .,.ea and 

reoord in his heart what.eyer struck bia ears. An aoourate tl'&Dlllation 

was made by B. H. Chamberlain which oan 'be tound in tm TraMaotlcma 

of' the Asiatic Soai.ety ot Japan or 1882. 

Nihongi (Chronicles ot Japan) le also an ott1o1al oomp1lat1on. 

made in 720 A. D. It la not quite as 1'1111 u ~ KoJ1Jd. Ila clla­

adftlltage 1a that it 1• oompoae4 la tbe OhiDMe l.allgllap. Bill ot 

lntereat 1• the taot 'that the uatbor or aOlle 11e41"~ 0011••11POl'al'7 

wr1 ter ha.a a4d.ed. to the orlgill&l lu:I a WWNr ot YU'laata ot t.be 

a.arrent JV'ba. aDd. tmaa eaaltllac u u oorreO'I aa:, lltpnealoa ~ 
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Unitormity or oons1stenoy which might be left by the perusal ot the 

KoJ1Id. and Nillongi alone, showing a larg• body or irreoonoiable lf31.h1• 

cal material, whioh these works are attempts to harmonize, There ie a 

translation by Aston, to be round in the Transactions or the Japan 

Society, 1896, 

Supplementary Souroas: 

ldzumo Fudold is a topography ot the province ot Idsumo, compiled 

about 733 A. D. It contains a rew mythical passages. 

Kogosh1u1, 807 A.»., adds very little to the KoJ1ld and the 

Nihongi, It is written biased to the Imbe t'amily. 

Shojiroku, 815, is a sort or peerage ot Japan. It records the 

descant of many of the noble families which are traced trom the Deities 

ot the Shinto Pantheon. 

Engishik1 (Institutes ot the Period Yengi), 901-923, la the 

principal source of information fbr the oeremonial ot Shinto. It con­

tains a minute description ot the ottioial ritual a.a it wa8 then praot­

iaed, together with twenty-seven ot the principal pr~ers used 1n wor­

ship. These are the tirst prayers red.uoed to wr1 ting but many ot 

them are ot substance se,reral hundreds ot yean older. Some were 

translated by Sir Ernest Sato tor the AaiaUo Soolety o~ J'apan, 1879-81. 

Modern Studieaa 

There are the wr1 tings ot the •ohol&r11 Motoor.l alld Hirata aD4 

others during the seoond balt ot the eighteenth oentury and. the tint 

halt' or the nineteenth, 

Ptlsolm Gwabo 1• a mod.en 1llutrate4 aagaal•, wlliab 1• • doll 

a tore ot into~ tlon la l'Hpeot 'lo aodefll Sblll'IO aD4. t.be f'olk-lore 



8:Jld superstitiono \'lhioh are assooiated wlth it.l 

'/ Some Preliminary Remarks, 

f / This analysis is limited to ancient Shinto or as eome name it, 
! I :, 

, ,/ Pure Shinto - tho Shinto of the KoJild., N1hong1 and. .ID.g1eb11d.. 
,r 
i,' The purpose of this analysis la to show that ano1ent Shinto 1e 

\ 

merely a skeleton into which the individual or groups of people m::, 

put systems or tenets for the sat1st ot1on ot their souls. The basic 

concern of the soul !ea who is god and fflUt a.re his attributes? to­

gether with, ho\v does god regard us and what 1111Rt - do tor bia. 

Therefore the analysis is divided into the two d1visione1 God and. 

The material for this analysis, unless otherwise noted, la basecl 

on the material in the analysis ot Shinto by Dr. Genobi Kato, tonaerly 

protesaor or Shinto in the I mperial tJn1Ters1 ty ot Tolqo and now on the 

atatt of the Shinto Oollege (Kokugakuln l>aigaku). Dr. Kato 1a the 

best-known interpretor ot the modem Shinto reYlval. The ma.terial 1• 

taken trom hia book, •A study ot Shinto, The Religion ot the 3apanese 

Nation.• 

---~---------------------
l. w. G. Aston, Shinto 'l'hf !!al:.!!! !Y !2.4!,, PP• 2-' 



• GOD 

l. God de:t'1ned 

a. Etymology - Kami is the word used most 00111:1only tor god. In a 

recent dictionary ·the following definition is given ot this words 

Kami, l. Something wb1oh has no form but ia only spirit. baa 

Unlimited supernatu~al power, dispenses oalamity and good fortune. 

punishes orime and rewards virtue. 2. Sovereigns ot all ti.mes. wise 

and virtuous men, va lorous and heroic persons whose spirit• are prayed 

to after their doath. 3. Divine things which transceni. human intel­

lect. 4. The Christian God, Creator, Supreme God.2 

Aston, in his book •s hinto the Way of the Gods• has an interest­

ing but confusing study of the word. kam!. Apparently be ha4 merely 

considered the word phonetically. The word. Kami, as we are studying 

1t 1s written "t~ . Aston enumerates other uses ot the word. Kam11 

1. with the general meaning or •above•, •superior•. His illu•tratiaa 

is Ka.wa-kaJD.1~ meaning tha upper waterR or A ri~r. but the ideograph 

1& used for this designation is .L ; 2. hair ot t!le head.. wr1tten'L I 

3. •lord" in territorial titles. heads ot state departaenta. written 

:f ; 4. the upper part ot the human body, namely, th• head+ is also 

the most icportant and honorable. A J'apftlleSe raises to hls hea.4 a 

present or other obJaot llh!oh he wishes to show reapeat.3 The ooDOl•­

aions made are that the word., Kami. generally maans •upper" an4 seocm­

darily used. ot god or men. 

A note.: ot 1ntereet is the J.luu Kamai. whioh 1a uaecl aa a ooapariaoa. ----------~--..... .._ ..... __ __ 
2. Sanae1do• !!!! J'aPN'ftt-JIYCUab DlcrU.Teff • P• Ml. 
3. Allton, .!a• ..911., P• 1t. 
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The Ainu respect their goda. Kamai, because the Kamui are poaaeaaed. 

ot Various mi raculous kinds or po,1er 1Yi th which men are not endowed. 

Men ask them for help in case or need. As for men they otten have 

moro trea.suras o.nd nisdom than eods. Wise men make themselves 

prospe rous by cajoling gods into compliance with flattering word.a. 

Animals, birds, insects and tleh are gods in disguise. 5 The Ainu 

Kamu1 in several respects arouses curiosity by its similarity to 

the Shinto Kami . 

The classical def!ni t1on of Kami in Japanese literature was given 

by the great ei~htoonth century scholar. llotoori Nir1naga·. He writes, 

I do not yet understand the meaning ot the term, Kami. 
Speaking in general. however, it may be said that Kami signi.­
f ios . in tho first place, the deities of heaven and earth 
t hat o.ppsa.r in the o.nc1ent records and also the spiri ta ot 
tho shrines \7here they are l7orsh1pped. 

It io hardly nooeesary to say that it includes hu11ru1 
belngs. It also includes such objects as birds, beaata. trees, 
p l ants , seas, mountains and so forth. In ancient usage, aay­
thing t,hatsoever whioh ,'las outside the ordinary, which possess­
ed superior poller or which was awe-inspiring was called Kami. 
Eminence here doeo not rater merely to the superiority ot 
nobility, e oodness or meritorious deeds. Evil and mysterious 
things, if' they a.re extra.ordino.ry and dreadtul. are oalled 
Kami. It is needless to say that among human beings wbo are 
oallod Kami thB suooesaive generations ot sacred emperors 
are all included. The tact that .emperors are aleo called. 
"distant Kruntn is because, from the standpoint ot 0011U110n 

people, they are tar-separated. maJestio an4 wort~ ot reYer­
enoe. In a lesser degree 11ft find, in the pn ... , u .. 11 u 
1n ancient times, human beinia·: who are Kami. Al thollgb they 
may not be aocep~ed throughout the whole OOUDtry. yet in 
ea.oh province, each village and each taaily there are huaan 
beings who are Kami, each one aooordJ.ng io Ju.a own proper 
poa.l. tion. The Kami ot the di vine age wen tor the aoet part 
human beings ot that time am. beoauae ibe people ot that ·U• 
were all ~, 1 t 1• oall!t(l tba Age ot the Go4a. 

------------- ------------...-s. Kindaiti Kyonke, A!s ,Y:Lt. g Ltc•Btl• P• .,9. 



Furthermore, among things which are not human, the thun­
der is o.lvm.ys called •s ounding-Kami.• Such things aa dragou, 
the eoho, and t'oxes, ina smuch as they aro OOD8piOUOIIS1 woad.er­
tul and awe-inspiring, are also Kami. In popular usage the 
•oho 1s s aid to be Tengu and in Chinese writings it is referr­
ed to as a mountain goblin ••• • 

In the Nihongi and the Uanyoshu the tiger and the wolt 
aro also spoken of as Kami. Again there are the oases in 
which paaohes ~ero given the name, August-thing-great-lcalml­
truit, and a necklace t·ra.s called August-storehouse-ellelr­
Ko.m.1 • There arc ago.in numerous places in whioh seas and 
mountains a.re c a lled Kami. This does not haYe reterenoe 
to the spirit or tha mountain or the oea, but Kami is used 
hero directly of the particular mountain or sea. Thia is 
because they uor e excoe d1ngly a.we-inspiring.6 

To substantiate this ana lysis tor ourselves with more modern 

study, wo turn to Dr. Kato•s classir1oat1ons or the Shiuto gods. 

b. Cla.:Js1tioat1on or DeH1esa 

1. Nature Worshipi 

Sun - Amatera.su-Omikami or the Heaven.ehinging-grea~-august-d.eity, 

otherwise called Ohirumemuohi-no-Kami or the tamale possessor ot the 

great nun. On the one hand, the sun itself was cliv1n•a on the other, 

the sun was human.1 zed. 

Star - Amatsu-Mikahoshi, the August-at.ar ot heaYen, otherwise 

Amatau-Kagaseo, the Brilliant Yale. 

Uounta.in - Oyamatsum:l-no-Kami 1• the God or Spirit ot the aowitai.n. 

As early as the reign ot Keiko-Teano, the aaperor, obaening t.he nbll­

beauty ot high mountai.n ranges in a oenaln c.U.atriot of lf1U•lm, ukecl 

it there dwelt a de1 t7 in t.he aounu.lna and oae ot Ilia tollOW9n aa­

••ered that there was a Codd••• oalled. Y .... '8uhl• la t.m aowa~aiu. __ _.,.._ _________ _..._ __ .._ __ ..,_ 

6. Aston, Natioll&l l'a1 th, P• 23t • 

•. 
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Barthquako - In the period ot the Binproas-Regent SUiko (599), 

the Government authorities ordered the people to worship the Deit.y ot 

the Earthquake. 

Treo - Kukunooh1, tha Uaster or Spirit ot Tre••• 

Sorpent - In tbc3 H1 toaolutudok1 or Ancient Topography ot H1 ta.obi 

Provincd, compiled in the 6th year ot Wado ('113) 1n the reign ot the 

Empress Gemmyo, thera are mentioned mountain deities that are nothing 

but the veritable s e rpents or the locality. SUSa-o-no-Uikoto killed 

tho gr eat monste r oerpe nt tha t made 1to appearanco and d6voured a 7011ng 

maiden offered. ·to it as a human saor1t1ce eaoh year, according to the 

Nihongi. 

\7o1t - Olruchi-no-Kami or Dai ty with t71de-Open Mouth. 

Others ar<H Haro und ·the white boar, KoJ1k11 '\1h1te deer, Kihong11 

Sillmon!l ?r a louse, Osumif'lldok1 or Ancient Topography ot GSU.111 .Pro­

vince; Oro~, Yatagarasu or Eight-hand...,pan Crow; Crocodile, ~oJ1ld..7 

2. P'etishi sm1 

Sword - Kusanaei Sword was extracted by Suea-o-no-111.koto troll 

the tail of the monster serpent in Iaumo Province, w1 th 11b1o!I Uae 

Imperial Prince Ywnato-takeru-no-Mi.koto mowed gra.se in the plain ot 

ot the divine sword, 1113d• a narrow es~ trom be:lq 'barD't to uaQ 

by the treao!leroue Ainu •MJV• S1noe the N8'tern eJQJ.U.Uan or Prtaoe 

Yamato-Takeru aa earl.7 as the reign ot the Jbperor S.1Jm, 'Ille Jaaaaucl 

Sword. one ot the Three D1Yine Iapert.al Bep.lia. baa been embri. .... 

at A tau ta, in On.r1 Prm.noee u a u1 ty 1Ulller tbe ollarp or Slda'I• -------·---·------~_._.__... 
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Priests tbera . In the ro1gn ot the Bmperor TenchJ. (e23-668). llhm 

Dogyo, a ~ ddhist priest of Sh1ro.g1 (Silla), attempted in vain to 

steal the d1v1ne ¥.usanag1 Sword, intending to make ott with it to hi• 

native Korea , the miraculous virtue or the Sword prevented the would­

be thief from accomplishing h1s sncr1leg1oua purpose. A curse by the 

Kueanag1 Sword brough t disease to the Emperor TeDIJIU in 686, ao divin­

ers decla r ed, and Emperor wao t hereupon oonstre.1ned to return the 

Sword to its shrine at Atsuta 1n Owari, wb~noe it bad been removed. 

L1irror _. Yata--no-Kagam.1 or l)ivine llirror, one ot the Three Divine 

Imperial Regalia. In the reign ot the Emperor Yur.,aJm, the Divine 

Uirror of the Ise Shrine, aooording to the trad1.t1on ot the Nihongi, 

fflls concea l ed in the ground at a certain spot on the banks ot the 

sacred I s uzu River by the I mperial Guardian Pr1eateea ot the 111rror, 

Princess Takuhata by name, at her suioidal death. A miraouloua rain­

bow made 1 ta appea rance, indicating the Y9'f'Y spot where tiw 111rror 

was buried. It is quite natural tba.t aooorcling to _the KoJ1k1. t'.lat. 

Amatorasu-<>mikami gave the Uirror to her grandaon on hi.a deaoent to 

earth and ordered him to regard the 111rror aa her august aoul or 

spirit and woreh1p it as be was wont to worshi.p her in Ileana. 

Jewels - The Jewels that WatateUlli-Go-Kald. or Sea Goel pnaent.e4 

to his heavenl7 guest and son--la-la•• B1kobobo4eld.-ao-M1ko'\o• 111 tllie 

Royal Dragon Palace. are endowd with a11pen1&'1aral "t'lrtu•• The 1'148-

tlowing am. Tide-ebbirac J-1• are aotblag bat. obana &114 t.alla1111na. 

By ahald.ng th-. tlw poeeeuor 01 tbe .1 ... 1. eaa ooatrol at. pleamn 

tbe r:lae or t'all ot the t.14e ot' tlle .... a 



3. Spir1t1em. 

Aooord1ng to some of the old h1storioa.l booke it ia reported tha'l 

there was belief in tour kindo ot souls or spirits, the N1g1m1 tama or 

gentle spirit, the Aramitama or rough spirit, the Sald.m1tama or lilck­

epiri t, and Kushi mi tama or wondrous sp1r1 t. 

In their oonception of the nature of th~ soul or spirit, the 

ancient Japanese idoas wa re crude and to a great extent materialiatio. 

Hara - belly, e.g., 0 to keep quiet her belly or rather womb.• 

By binding two stones endowed with magio virtuff around the body ot 

the Empress Jingo the men hoped that they might miraoulously pnannt 

her from giving birth to a child during her expedition to Korea. 

' irror - The mirror 1s not a mere emblem or the aoul or spirit 

but is itself a man's soul or spirit. Therefore the Sun Goddess, 

when conferring the Divine Mirror upon her Grandson, said that al-.:,w 

when he gazed upon this eaored treasure he would. behold in it her 

divino self, and he must therefore reverently worship it. 

Vapor or smoke - The old legend ot Uraahima tells ue that when, 

on hie return to earth, Urashima opened the Casket ot Longerity pre­

sented b.im by the beau·Utul princess ot' the Dragon King under the 

sea, something like white olCNd or vapor or breath, whioh ... no 

other than the essenoe ot bi• lite, t'l .. ot't high 111 the s~ and. all 

ot a sudden the youthful Uraahlma beoaN old. and. daorep111 ancl at 

laat passed away. 

Other t'onu ot' apirlte area 21ghl, ehlld.ow, ewor4, wl.1141 ahootlq 

star or •t•or, white bird all4 Hrpen,.9 -.... ~----~-.... ...___ ..... 



4. Ancestor Woroh1p 111 anoient Japan. 

At th9 time o~ Jimmu Tenno - A!D8-no-folll1-no-lliko~o. ancestor o~ 

th9 Imbe fa."21ly • built a shrine - the preaen·t .l1ffl. .JinJa - in oaa­

memoration of his ancestor A1J1e-no-Futotama-no-uikoto, in Boahu, 1n 

order 'to worship his Ancestral 1'e1 ty there. Ame-no-Tom1-no-M1koto 

and his faI!l!ly did this before they settled in Boabu, when they oame 

in mig rat1011 from Ar,a in Shikoku. 

In tho Engi Period - AccoI'(ling to the Eng1sh11d., we t1nd the 

Kokueo-J1nJa of .Aso, a shrine dedicated to a local lord ot Aso Pro­

vinoe. According to the KoJ1Id.. in the reign of the Emperor SuJin, 

liayamikatarua-no-IJikoto, g reat-grand.eon of the Emperor J11Dlllll, waa 

appointed the first loca l lord of Aso Province. 

In tho reign of tho Emperor Keiko - PJutoukari-no-1.11.koto, one ot 

tho I mperia l pri. ces or rceiko-Tenno, died. At the death ot the INloved. 

Imperia l Prince, in ooromomorat1on ot his meritorious services in oookery 

to the Emporor, His UaJesty built a shrine in the Imperial Palace and. 

dedicated 1t to the Prince, rtho beoa.me a tutelary god ot the Imperial. 

Cookery. 

Theso three 1natanoes ot anoeetor worship occurred. 'betore the 

Korean ezped1 ti on ot the li:mpreaa Jingo, atter wbloh Ch1neae infiuenoea 

were to have been imported into Japan.lo 

~--------~-~-~----·· ---
10 • .!!wl.· , p. 5Sf't • 



2. Attributes of the Shinto Gods. 

In this study of the attributes or the Shinto goda, the true God 

or the Bible ia takon as the stand.a.rd and oompar1son. As was expeotecl 

much of the analysis ia negative. Por Christiana such a study attil'lll8 

their trust and. elevate thoir Joy that their God 18 oertainl.y the Lord. 

ot heaven a.nd earth. 

Eternal? According to the Kogoabui, when Otokonueh1-no-Kam1, the 

God of Land, saw that the rice plants in bis t1.elds began prematurely 

to die, he was greatly dismayed o.nd listened to the warning ot oertain 

diviners. Izanami Wa..3 burnt to death when aha was deliwrecl ot tire 

or tho God of Fire, Kagutsuchi. Amewakah1ko (the heavenly messenger 

to Izwno), Ukemochi-no-Kami (the Goddess or Food) and Walm.hiftll8-410 

lJikoto (tha Uorning or Spring Sun-Goddess) died, being killed by their 

oppononts. ~e do not hear r&ference in modern Shinto literature to the 

tact that t hese deities a.re in existence at the present moment. The 

references a.re all in the light that these deitiea are of anoient 

times, long ainoe deall. 

Omnipotent? In the Nihongl is reoordecl an aooOllllt ot the creation 

or Japan but not of the earth or the heaftne. We quote traa btan•e 

translation of the N1hong1a 

It 1s said that when the world becan •o be orea-tect. tu 
soil ot \"lhioh lands were oompoaecl tloatecl about in a wnner 
whiob might be oomparecl to the t'loating ot' a nu aporU.ag ce 
the aurtace or the water •••• 

Izanagi DO llilcoto and Ien•lli no 111koto etood. OD tu 
tloating bridge ot Beaftn, and held. ooano11 together. aaylnca 
•Ia there not a oountr., 'beneatla?• 



and groping about therewith found the ocean. The br111e whiob 
dripped rrom the point of the 6pear ooagul.Atecl and beoalle an 
island which received the name ot Ono-goro-Jima. The De1t1e• 
thereupon descended and d\'telt in this island. .Aocord1ngly 
they \'71.sh ed to beoone husba nd and wite together, and to pro­
duce oountries.11 

Although the deities Izanagi and Izanami did not create from nothing, 

they apparently had power to change existing matter into other torma. 

t'uch of their power was restricted to natural methods. In later 

history we f ind an account of power over nnture being attributed to 

the gods. The occasion n a.s the llongol invasion in the 13th century. 

A gale of divine wi nd s ent from the Isa Shrine overtook the enem,y•e 

flaet off t he coast of K,yushu a.nd scattered. it, the result being"-•· 

truction of nearly all the hostile ships. This happened a.ooording to 
• 

t he people ' s faith, becaus e the Rational Guardian Goddess Allaterasu­

Om1kam1 ~n r espons'e to the earnest prayer ot the Emperor Kameyama tor 

divine help sent a ca t aclysm upon the enemy. Tradition has it that 

out of tens or thousands of Mongols only three men escaped the peril 

of the deep. The Shinto gods have t:UJ amount ot power, although omni­

potence c annot bo attributed to them. 

Ocnisoient? The Divine Couple I zanagi and Izanamt are oompletel7 

human and lim1 ted in knowledge. They did not know how to aot in coi.­

tion, when they entered. in conjugal relations, until the wagtail aug­

gestod 1 t to them. The Sun God.dee• Amateraau-o.lbml 111 also qul'te 

human. She was enticed to oo• out ot tbe Roolc-oaw again, ~ng 

allured by the pleae1ng words alld. the bright llirror. Olln1ao1enoe 

would not permit being deoeiye4. 

------~-~-----------------11. w. o. Aston, Nibongi, P• 2 and 10-12. 
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0mn.1prosont? The instance ot Amaterasu-Omlka.1111 entering the 

Rook-oave rui.d w1 thdrauing with her the sunlight indicates the t'1n1. te~ 

nes~ of her per~ on. All of the deities in the myths are finite and 

rclltricted to bodily pros enoe. 

Holy? I zai-iag1 a nd Izanami gave birth to an imperteot ohild. 

FI1ruko , tho l eech child, was born to them, who at the age ot threo 

ooulcl not walk by 1 ts0lf. The oh1ld is im::,ertect, because the parent• 

are not perfect. The h1ddon oause of the birth of an impertaot ahild 

is incompr ehensible evsn to the Divine pa~nts, so they inquire of the 

Hea.venly Deitie s about tho matter and resorted to the means of grand 

divination to ascertain the true cause. 

Jus t? Susa-no-o-no-M1koto obviously was maleoious toward his 

s1stor Ama.terasu-Omkami~ He broke down the division between the rioe­

fiolds belonging to his sister. He let loose in them the Piebald Colt 

of Heaven. Ho oomnit ted nuisances in the hall where she was celebrating 

tho solemn festival of first-fruits. The climax ot hie miadeeda wu to 

fling the hide of tho piebald oolt into the sacred weaving-ball where 

tho Sun Goddess was engaged in weaving the garments ot the deities. 

Gracnous? \'!hen the Empress Jingo prayed to the d.eitle• tor victory 

ovor Korea, the deities revealed their will thu•• •It you present ua 

"1th a ship and rioe t1elds for an ottering. or ra'Uler a bri•• liter­

ally speaking, we will bestow a rloh country upon you..• Wbea the 

imperor Ingyo got no game hunting all d.q long 1n the laland ot AwaJ1. 

divination revealed. that it waa 'by tu dlYia. will ot Isanacl that 

game in the ialancl was uno'b'-lna'ble a.ad tu•- Gocldlaoloaecl h1a lllll. 

a&71ng, •It y-ou o'btaia a 'beaat1tul pearl troll tu 'bo•taa ot the a.a 



-'l-

ot Akashi nnd send 1 +. to me as an ottering. I shall 1n re'\urn let 

YOU have truch ~rune." Being ~r aoious and moroit'ul! has as an under­

lying motive or showing undesarved kindness and quite contrary to 

domancU.n~ r e t urns or bribes.12 

From this s cant analysis ot the mythologioal deities, we con­

clude t hat t hey a r e far froml»ing reearded as absolute and pe;tect. 

Bxtra -ord1nary perh aps 1s the more titting description t han divine. 

---------~---------------
12. Kato, .2J2• .2.!l•, P• 81-89 



B. IIAR 

1. Sin 

a. The Nature or S1n. 

In the ancient Shinto document.a, suob as the KoJ1Jd., the 111hong1, 

the Norito, ruid the Kogoshui, t.he idea ot sin is still, in nature, 

more physica l than moral. The Heavonl;y and Bartbly Ottenoea emmerated 

1n the old Jllori to or Shinto R1 tua.ls in the lng1sh1k1 are mostly phye1oal 

1n nature. l"ne lleavonly Offences are those or breaking do.vn the divi­

sions of the rice fields, filling up the irrigating channels, opening 

the flood gate of the sluices, sowing seed over again, erecting rods 1n 

the rice fields, f l aying animals alive or backwards, spreading eJCCre­

ment ovor the doors. The Earthly orrenoes are wouncl-detilement, corpse 

defilement, lepers , \·tarts or corns or bunions, incest, bestiality, 

Calamity through crawling wonllS or grubs, oalami ty aent by the Thunder­

God on high, calamity through birds 1n the air, deatr,iotion ot other 

people's domestic animals, and. magical incantations. 

b. ldanitestations or Sin. 

Impurity - The idea or purity and impurity is merely pbyaioal. In 

ancient Shinto doauments purity meant ritual p11rity1 and iapirity, un­

oleanness or pollution, 1a, aa a rule, ot a pbyaioal natu1'9. Por lnatanoa, 

when Izanagi returned trom hie via1t to the land. ot Death, ha d.14 DO" 
lose any time betore puritylng hlllaelt with water by planas,ng inio 't.be 

stream ot a small river. A.a daa'th S.a a pollution, AJiauld-Takahikae­

no-ltami was otf'enclad a'& being lliatau11 tor a dead triallll, Aae-kab111». 

S1olmeaa - ParUoularly peaUlanoe. ,o 'UM people o~ &DD1•" lapaa. 

was a oalamlty lntl1o'ted upon tbea ihru evil latla.anoea or 11aneea pown. 


