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CRAPTER X
The Prohlen

An ambition to discover the reesons for the astounding wrogresa of
The Iuthoran Hour since iis beglmning, end a love fopr Dy, Walier A.
Malew, who heralded ito Cospel meesage for soventeen yeays, are the mo-~
tivating fectore vwhich inepived the writing of this thesis. It shonld
be sajd from the outset that the writer in no woy wishes {5 croate the
improneion that in the final enslysie the remarkeble success of this
Christien redlo miszion and moan was not due to the hlsssing of Almighty
God, vhose powerful tool Dr. Maler waa,

Dr. Maler begon hip ILutheran Hour ceyeor over h» (olurbia Droed-
casting Cystenm Quring the 1930+31 radio season. TFor a few yeows the
ivtheren Hour hed to bo discontinued, but it wee veswwd sgain in 1935
over & Dotrolt and Cincinneti station of the Mutual Brocdcasting System.

In the coventeeon years during which Dr. Maler dolivercd his nighty .
messages, which wore based on Scripture snd exmlted Christ, the Lutheren
Hdour grew with each pacsing yeor. At the time of the yedio preacher?s
deatk in 1950, the Tutheren Hour was broadcast over approximately twelve
hundred etations, loocsied in a total of fifty-one sountries throughout
the world. This miracle of modorn miesionsyy hilotory was broadcast in
18ty langusges in kesping with tho Pentocoatal i1dea that every man
shall in his own lsnguage hear the wenderful works of Cod.t

logpe Tribute of Ouwe Love™ (St. Loute: The Luthersn Houw).
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It has been estimeted that each Sundey Dr. Maler reached an audi-
ence of twenty million people. Williem McDermott comments:

Imagine having a 20,000,000 congregation on a singls Sunday!

It would be a miracle akin to feeding the 5,000 on loaves and

fishes, or to walking on the sea., Yel thet is the size of the

reverent llstening audience to the "preaching-est preacher” in

all the world today, and doubtleas of all tims. From Oclober

until June he delivers impaseioned sermone to a total of more

than 600,000,000 in a geason. His crowd for one year exceeds

the total population of the United Stetes, Canada, England,

France, Germeny, and Russia. It surpasses the total number of

people in China or India. In four yeers he preachee to more

than the equivalent of all the people of the earth.2
Dr. Maier was the first man whoese Christ-centered messages encirclsd
the world regularly.3

The heart and core of every Lutheran Hour message which Dr. Mailer
vreached was "Brianging Christ to the Netlons.” It was found in the ur-
gent appeal that the unchurched end unconverted look o Jesus Chyist and
find in Him their only and all sufficient Redeemsr.

It is not elways possible to caleulate the results of Christian
vreaching. This is difficult in the comgregation, but it is almost im-
possible with an invigibls radio sudience. Vet definite evidence often
reached the broadeast in literally thousands of letters that many people
had been brought to falth in thelr Savior. One survey based on a total
of 9,678 replies showed thet 2,650 had, to the kmowledge of those re-
Plying, been saved through the broadcast Word. Another survey involving

2,340 responses brought the evidemce of 605 additional reaponses.h This

QWilliam F. McDermott, "Twenty Milliom....Hear Him Preach." Re-
print from The Christien Horald, March, 1947,

3The Dr. A. ar Memoriasl Booklet (St. Louis: The Luthe-
ran I.ayman 3 I.e

h"Brcrught. to Faith in Josus through the Lutheran Hour" (St. Louls:
The Lutheran Laymen's League), 2. 3.




3
ie 40 say aothing of the letters received presenting personal epiri-
tual problems, aunboring ebout tweaty-five thousend per week, or the num-
bor of (hristiens strengtlensd 1n faith and 1ife through the brosdcast.”

Seope and Purpose

The particular subloct watter of this theosis doocs not concern
the program of The Lutheprsn Hour ae a whole. This would eliso include
a conglideration of other appeals which the weokly progran offored auch
es counselling, singlng, ond the glving sway of devotionsl msterials,
plue the mighty becking of the Iuthersn Leymen's leesgus., All of these
foctors, and porhaps more, were humsn varxiebles wvhich holped to deoter-
niny the ouceess of "Iringing Chelst to the Fatioms.” Therefore, 1t ie
inportant +o rvemewbor thoet they oxizd. -

The scopoe »f thie investigotion, however, ie confined only to the
roaching on the program; move oxactly, the preeching of Dr. Walter A,
Maier, The specific purpnge is to cearch out those factors of persua-
eion in the radlo sermons of Dr. Maler which may &0 largely help to ac-
gount for his euncecess in yxvaching the Coapel. The ohieet is to figure
out the secrets of _hia effectivonoss ag Andrew Bleckwsod sugpests:
"Study the methods of the radio preecher vhom your thoughtful leymen
enjoy, end figure ocut tho secrets of his effectivensse. You will find
that he dopendes mainly on being natural end in oamot.“6

5Mcne:-mott, op, cit.

6 ,
Andrew V. Bleckwood, mmfion of Sermons (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1%) s D. 224,
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Furthermore, it should be noted that this is an investigation. It
does not presume to he the lagt word on the subject, but 1t does attempt
to point out in & general way the factors which contributed to Dr.

Maier's persuesive preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Mothod

logically, thore are thres steocs which mst be taken in oxrder to
discover the principles of peorsuasion in the sermons of the powerful
radio herald, TFirst of all, and this i1s the problem of Chapiter II, a
sketch of the life and personality of Dr. Maler is called for. His
family background, education, and special training &1l had a bearing
on his preaching and must be considered. By means of the record of
his achievements and from the opinions of his contemporaries & con-
ception of the proacher's pexsonality may be gained.

The pocond step in the develomment should obviously be an investi-
gation of the general subject of persuasion. This phage of the problem
ie treated in Chapter ITI. Reference iz made here to the opinions of
lpaders and scholars in the flelds of homiletics, peychology, and speech;
and by thelr ald some standards by which to amalyze the sermons of Dr.
Majer are evolved. The gemsral factors of persuasion which come into
conglderation are the elements of content, especlally Law and Gospel:
devices of style; teclmiques of delivery; and the pzveéchar's rersonality.
These factors relate quite well to the three elomonts necessary for suc-
cessiul public speeches advocated by H. L. Hollingworth. These elements
are interesting subject metier, conformity to the psychological primci-

ples of speech, and the personal charm and attractive personality of




the spesker.l

The application of the criteria of effective persuasion, estab-
lished in Chapter III, to specific sermons of Dr. Maler completes the
study, Chapter IV gives the resulite of a detalled analysis of the one
sernon, "God Says, 'Hurry!'", chosen because of the availabllity of the
original printed manuscript end the transcribed recording which Mrs.
Walter Maier graciously permitted the writer to use; because the title
symbolizes the powerful evangslical emphasis of Dr. Maier's sermons;
and because 1t was preached toward the close of his radio ministry when
he had reached the apex of porularity. Not only doss the analysis of
this seyrmon include an application of the persuasive factors in content
and. style, but also in delivery. The latter 1s bazed uvon & trans-
cribed recording of the sermon. The xecording will, at lsest in a
emall degree, present & more complete picture of the persuasive factors
in Dr. Maler's preaching. It would be extremely dengerous to develop
the problem of the thesis using only orinted sermons for source materdial,
because there can be a vast difference between oral and writiten style.
In fact, Webb Garrieson maintains that material couched in "'good. oral
style seldom proves effective in print.8 On the other hand, however,
it must also be noted that there weore meny requests for Dr. Maier's
sermong in print; and these too must have been powerful means for lead-
ing people to Christ.

In order to round out the study etill more, Chapter V contains a

T. L. Hollingvorth, The Pgychology of the Audience (Chicago:
Amerdicen Book Company, 1935), D. 37-

Sebb B. Gurrison, The Preacher end His Audlence (Westwood, N.J.:
Fleming H. Revell Compeny, 19555, p. 113.
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survey of every twentieth sermon in the odd seasons of The Lutheran Hour.
Vhers there is an evident duplicebion of the subject of a previously ana-
lyzed sewrmon, the thirtieth seymom hag been chosen for examination. 3By
its very nature the survey touches only the practical higalights of per-
suagion commonly found in these Fiftesn sermons, i;everbheleas stressing
Dr. Malex's penetrating use of law and Cogpel. With considerabvls em-
phesis on the first aﬁd last preached Iutheran Hour sermons, an attemut
is made to point out a growbh in Dr. Maler's persuesive preaching by di-
viding the sermons into two chronological groupe. The first group con-
gigte of sormons preached during the Depreesion and before World War II;
the second group hae sermons preached during the Wer and ths post-war
period.

It is evident that the writer of the theesis does not assume to
make hagty and bold conclusions concéraing. the relative values of per-
suesive factors employed by Dr. Maler. Much of the application of the
vorsuasive factors to individual eexrmons tends to be subjective. By e
cold aﬁalytical and stetistical meens, which can also be subject to
humsn exror, only a falr conception may bo gained of some of the sec-
rets of the radio preacher's power in winning and leading men to Jesus
Christ. | The greatest power of persuasion is, of course, the Gospel of
Christ, which he boldly and sympathetically preached as & "dying man to

dying men."? That le the vediscovery of the summery chapter, Chapter VI.

9Jemes S. Stewart, Heralds of God (New York: Charles Schribner's
SO‘nﬁ, 19“6); D. 600




CHAPTER II

A SRETCH OF THE LIFE AND PERSONALITY CF WALTER A. MAIER

William McDermott of the Christian Herald calls Walter A. Maler

the "Jeremiah of the Twentieth Gentur,y.”l Donald Hake, writer for the

Sunday Magazine, acclaims him as "The Luther of the Twentieth Century,”

crying out prophetically to his geuneration to turn to the Savior.2 There
can be little doubt that Dr. Maler's extyeme popularlty is due to some-
what of e prophei'e appeal which had its root in the type of man he was.
Therefore, it 1s good to make a fow commonts on his life and personallty.
Furthermore, that the life and personality of Walter A. Maier repay

study 1s etrongly sugmested by the fact that the preacher's persuasive
pover 18 to a large extent determined by the authority and prestige of
his ‘gersonality.-?'

Ag of this date, no extensive biography on the life of Walter A.
Maler has been published, although Mye. Maler is in the process of writ-
ing one. TFor the bulk of the material on Dr. Maler's life and person-
ality, the writer is largely indebted to Harrlet Schwenk, Dr. Maijer's
private secretary, for bher blographical data in the Dr. Walter A, Maier
Memoriel Booklet and her article "Jubllate" in Christmes Echoes. Other
information has been gathered from newspapers, magazines, pamphlets,

tracts, and bulletins of various kinds, most of which are in the

Lyi111em F. McDermott, "Twenty Million....Hear Him Preach." Re-
print from The Christian Herald, March, 194T.

®Donsld . Hake, "Ho Throws Inkwells on the Air," Sunday Magazins,
April and My, 1945.

3tafra, pp. 46-9. PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
8T. LOUIS, ¥Q,
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possession of Mra. Maler, whoee kind interest end holp the writer grate-

fully wiches o acinovledgo.
Life

Waltor A. Maler wvas bovn in Boston, Massachusetts,; on October 4,
1893. One of elght children, heo was the oon of Emil William Maler, an
organ bullder, and Amma Hathorine Schsd Maler. Iwx. Malor was & shining
exauple of the inflwence of a Christien home, where deovout parents
prayod daily with and for their childwren.

The firet school he atiended was the hlstoric Cotton Mather Public
School, an olomentary school in Boston. It was during this time thet e
professor's appeal for Chyistlan workers at a youth imstitute influenced
hin to dedicate hie life to the minlstry. Thus he complomented his edu-
cation et the Concoxdia College Tnstitute, Bronxville, New York, which
is a Lutheran algh school end collegs. He graduated in 1912,' having
worked his way through by washing dishes.

In 1913, vhen he was ninoteen rears of age, Dr. Maler roceived his
B.A. from Boston Unlversity. Then ke enrolled at Comcordie Semimaxy,
8%t. Louis, Hisgouri, end gredvated in 1916, having peyed exponses by
doing mimeogrephing end selling books.

He continued hic preparetion for the ministry through graduste
studies at Harvard University, opecializing in Semitic langusges, lit-
orature, and history. He reoceived his M,A, there in 1920, at vhich time
he aleo won the Harvard Billing's Award in oratory. Nine years later
Harverd ewarded him the FPh.D. degree in the Aﬁem of Semitics.

A nunber of honorery degrees were also bestowed upon him. Ia 1543
Concordis College of Unley, South Australis, sparded him the honorery
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D.D. dogres. In 1945 Houghton College of Houghton, New York, presented
him with the LL.D. dsgree.

One of Dr. Malor's major achlevements during his early yoars was
the vitelizing of the young poople's group of the Imtheran Church--
Missouri Synod. Ta 1920 hw gave great impetus to young people's work
by becomiag the firet full-time smecutive secretary of the Walther
Ieagno and the edltor of the Walther Ieegve Messenmer. Under his edi-

torship and through the power of his vigorous ediltorials, the Walther

Loaguo Meogenger maintalned a ateady growth, with eighty ‘thouaa.nd suh-
seriptions at the tim of his resizoation,

Anotiey highlight of his 1ife was in 1922 when he becams profescor
of 0id Teetament Interpretation and History at Concordia Seminary in
8%, Louls, Missouri. Hesye his otudents affectiomaisly called him
"WAM" Ho vemained an active member of the faculty until 1944,

In 1930 he bogen his actual radio ministry as regular spsaikesr on
The Imtheran Hour over the Columbia Broadcasting System. When The
Lutheran Hour began to beo broadcest over the Mutual Network in 18935,
it soon beeame such an extensive program, that the radio ministry e~
guired his full time. In 1944, Concordia Seminary granted him & leave
of absence, enabling him o use his full talents snd time in preaching
the Gospsl of Christ to millions of listeoners who awaibted his message
oach weok. ;

. One mat mayvel at the woriing capacity of the mam, since for a
timo ho successfully held down three positions, which presently each
have a fﬁll-tim worker: Scminary prqfesaor » Iumthoran Hour speaker,

and editor of the Walthey Loagme Mossongor.
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Walter A. Maileor was also engaged in vardlous part-time activities.
From 1929 to 1940, he served during the summer months as dean of the
Intherland Camp end Conference Association at Pocono Pines, Pennsylvania.

He wag a leeder in founding Gamma Delta, the orgenization for
Intheran wniversity students throughout the United States.

During World War I he acted as Luthoran pastor for internses quar-
tored on Gallup'e Island in Boston Herbor and to prisoners in War Prison
Camp Wo. 1 at Still River, Massachusetts. Later he was camp pastor at
the United States Army Cemp Cordon meer Atlanta, Georgia. In 1947 the
United States Army sent Dr. Maler to Furope as special consultant on
education end religious affalrs.

After his weturn to this country, by personal pleading for the
sufiering in Burope and through the aid of friends, he helped support
two thousand European families with relief packages.

Begides his vigorous activity as Lutheran Hour speaker, which also
Included appearences at rallies all over our country, es well as regu-
lar weekly broadcasts from radio station KFUD on the cempus of Concor-
dla Seminary, St. louls, he found time to produce many tracts, pamph-
lote, and a manuwal for famlly worshlp entitled, Day by Day with Jesus.
He also wrote some twenty volumea of books, most of which are compi-
lations of his radio sermons. He prepared the research materials for a
comwontary on Nahum, which McDeymott calls "one of the mosat exhaustive
theological tasks of the gemraticm.'-‘!' Probably his best known book and

also the most widely circulated is a 598 page treatise on marriage en-

titled For Better, Nob for Worse.

YyoDermott, op. cit.
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On June 1k, 1924, Walter A. Maler and Hulda A, Eickhoff, a former
Indiana schoolteacher, were married. Mrs. Maler not only meintaeined a
radiant household, but elso aided her husband in the preparation of ser-
mon manuegcripts. Two sons graced their marriage. Both Walter Jr. and
Paul followed in the footsteps of their father by choosing the minlstry
as life professions.

After a brief period of illmess, Dr. Maier dled on January 1ll,
1950. His body was laid to rest on January 1k, at Concordia Cemte;'y,
St. Louis, and later at Our Redeemsr Cemetery in the szme city, where
a monwment was erected in his hbnor.

It is well to note here that the two outstanding characteristica
in the life of Walter A. Maler wers hils tremsndous capaclty eand love
for work, and his overvhelming dsvotion to projects which were of ser-

vice to people, the greatest of which was preaching the Goapel.
Porsonality

An editorial in the Milwaukee Sentinel described Dr., Maier like
this: "He wes a great Christian teacher . . . great in every semnse.
Heo wags a preacher, scholar, and writer. And certainly radio's most
successful evangelist."?

Outwardly, the stocky five-foot-eight radio preacher looksd and
acted like a succegsful salesman. His sand'y hair topped a perpetually
smiling face, except when he preached; and he greeted his frlends cor-
dially, etending with his arm around their shoulders as they talked.

Ho was & man of modest dress and tried te avoid arrogance in appearance,

5Repr1nt from Milyeukee Sentinel, January 11, 1950.
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oven though his aggressive way manifested a dynamic perenomsml:l‘t'.;y.6 In-
terestingly enough, @8 if to wmatch the calibre of hils actlivity, he wore
a size elght hat.
Wot only did his epmearance manifest much drive and warmth, but
his lﬁjanaehake wag even & betiter expreseion of the power of this man.
Hartzoll Spence descyibes it as "monuwmental. He shakes your hand in
an iron grip with the sweeping motion employed in Indiean wrestling, and
follows through with a yank and twist that nearly oulis you from your
feot M1
Dr., Maler was a complote exbtrovert and an intellsctual., He had 4o
be in order to accomplish what he did. Harviet Schwenk coments:
Thore was rhythu, speed, end drive in Dr. Maier's work which a
povaon celdom seea even ln successful executives. He found Joy in
working and conbinved in long sustained perlods of production with-
out surceage. The rhythm was that of an artist; ths speed, of a
Jot plans; the drive, of a gonius; and the dynemo furnishing the
power, the Holy Spirit to extend the reach of the Savior's (:‘rcaspe:!..8
The radio minister was drivem by a restless ensrgy that kept him on the
go at all timen, He always wanted to fill every reguest, however humble
it might have been.’ Until his fatal illness he had missed but one
echeduled broadcast »which serves as a vecord of his great vitality.m
Ons of the best examples demonstrating his outstanding mental abili-

ty. and physical drive is in commection with writing devotional materials.

6!!5109, op. eit., p. 12.

THarriet Schwenk, "Jubilate,® Christmas Echoes, 1950, p. 54.
3_:(__1-;_@_., p. 12.

9u1;waukee Sentinel, op. git.

10Roprint from St. Louis Stear Times, January 12, 1950.
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On one day from 10:15 A.M. to 1:30 AM. the next morning, in spite of
several interruptions, he dictated ono hundred and £ifty devotioms of
200+220 words each for the 1951 devotiomal calendar, Day by Day with
Jogus M

Dr, Maler was an avid reader and had an outsteanding mamoi'y. He
knew the contents of a stack of five hundred lotters In the tims that
it took & slow reader to ferret out the details of five. His mind
graspad the salient points from a letter, an erticls, & report, a paper,
and then vulcanized the facts Into hie memory., It seems almost lmpos-
21ble that occasionally he reviewed from seventy-five to ons hundred
books & da.y.la .

Hot only did Dr, Maler have marvelous gifis, but he was, above all,
e man of deep religlous convictions. He nover compromised with his be-
llefs. He preached the truth of the Bible and lot the chips fell where
they might. He left no ambiguity of where he stood theologically, and
his radio.audience lowsd him for his exeltation of Christ, Son of God,
and Savior of the world.)® The St. Iouls Globe Democret desoribed him
as "a militant crusader . . . moxe than 2 viguvrous spokesman for the
Luthem Church . . . & wmisgionary imbued with a zeal which matched his
convictions."¥ Hale asserts that to evangelical Christians throughout
the country ho was known as the con‘b_ender for the faith of all believers.ld

Usonventc, op. cit., pp. 53f.

12.&1&': D. 52,

13_1_1’3.@- » Pe 11,

mlieprint from St. Louis Globe Democrat, Jamwary 12, 1550.

Lnaxe, op. eit., p. 1
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In this commection; no doubt, Dr. Maler's most formal vindication
of the Bible cccurred in yeference to church union on December T, 1948,
when he participated in the "Town Meeting of the Alr." After the pro-
gram which also cerrled the volce of such notables as E., Stanlsy Jones,
hundreds of letters were recelved from pastors and laymen of various de-
nominations, thanking Dr., Maler for his Biblical stend. These letters
spoke of his “uncompromising wii:uessflng_for Jesus Christ . . « clear,
ringlng, convinecing testimony . . . couragsous and eincere expression
of faitn,"16 |

Forvent prayer mariked the life of thie zreat man of God. His ear-
liest momory was of his fathor at preyer, end the most Influential human
fagtor in his 1life were the devotion, prayers, and cutstanding example
of his pamnts.lT Proparation for every sermon followed intercession
which had liplored the Holy Spirdt's help. Each sheet of his sevmon
mammgeript carrded the preayeriful aedj.cation "INJ" in the upper leoft hand
cornor. Do never lost sight of the value of preysr for other people,
too. His staff typed thousands of cards with names, addresses, and
preyer requests, so that he could remembor these cases by specific
in*hereession.la '

Humility was an outstanding characteristic of his persomality. He
@ave full credit to the Almighty God for success which crowned almost

16E::ce'rpts of latters received afier Dr. Maler's participation in
the "Town Meeting of the Air."

Y arme Rothe, editor, Current Biography (New York: H., W. Wilson
.Cm; 19!‘7)’ VOlo 8’ NO. 5’ Po 37.

Vgomvenk, op. git., p. 53
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every wnderteking he begaa and gratituds to Heaven for the privilegs of
gseyrving in the Kingdom, Dr. Maler's words wers:

The privilege of spreadiung the CGoepsl to millions of 1:1:5%3191'5

in end out of the Chuwch ie the highsst honor I could ask for.

If I can bring radio lietenors to realize the sufficiency of

God's grace for eveily lumsn need and cricis, that reward is

more yrecions to mo then 1ife itself.19
He always inslisted that the secrel of the success of the Luthersn Hour
vas not in his personality or glfte of spsech, but in the preyers of
+tho lletening audience end in that preaching of the simple Gospel that
"Christ dled for our sins accoxding to the Suriytuzes."eo

Although hig work wag characterized by serious deotermination; he
alse bad & sense of humdr. _ Be loved o play little practicel jokes,
such as exchenging hets with gussts.

Tt is well 4o take note of his vemarkable sermonizing habits, too,
Mrs. Mader revealsd that be always had pencil aad paper next to his bed
to write down sermon thoughts that otherwise might escaps him. Much of
his materiel cams from his voluminous ten :E‘ov:-c‘zﬁver filsg, crammed o
ovwrflowing with gathered facts, illustretions, idsas, and information
on every subject.2: He used only those ideas that were pertinment, for
he hed a nowsman's semse of modernity end timing.”® Fis words were,

T mst keep pulse on man affaira-."23 Be used all his historlcal and

19uintheren Hour Presente Dr. Welter A. Maler" {(Officisl souvenier
progran from Chicago Imtheren Hour Rally, October 3, 1943).

20gaks, op. cif., P. 10.

2lgenrint From Fort Wayne Journal Gazetts, Jamery 13, 1950.
22Hals, Op. ©it., D O« e

237pid. :
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contemporary illustrative materials solsly %o illustraie the Bible,
never to take ite placo.

Dr. Malew always studied tho text ia the original lengusge. His
ain was to quote at leoast one Scripturs passags per mimnte of the twenity
ho usually pzﬁaached.gz‘ Proparation for Tabtboran Hour sermons took him
at least twenby hours, aboub two or thres times tho natiomal average for
preache 2,79 Hie ambition was always o sexhaust his subject, and this
accowats Por the length of soms of his sermons in printed foym,

Congideration must be glven to what his contemporarias thought of
his deolivery. Spence calls it "mwachins gun 6.@117@'57;.“25 Hake comments:

D, Maler violates all modern appealing htechnigques of wadic speech

by virtwally shouting inbto tho mike. Vet his hard but plsasant

voics has a gripping appoal thai commands and holds attention, and

his avdience loves 1%.7
On one occasion, alfter he rosolved Lo take the advice of speaking in 2
more conversatlional tone, his mail ook o nose-iive snd frienmds wrote
inguiring about his healith.

This herald for Chxist opemed all the dlapasons of the oratorical
organ and mabed no testimony for ths Redeemr.ga MeDormott gives the
best description of his actual preaching:

Az he races on with his fervent plea, sweat begins ©o gtand oub

on hig Tace and hends. He gestures viclently, often coning to =
climax with his vhole body poised as a lion for a spring., Although

2hipy4q,
251bid. Do 8

26&1‘1;3611 Spence, "The Man of ths Lutheran Hour." Reprint from

Saturday Evening Post, June, 1948,
THeke, op. eit., p. 10.
28,

Schwenk, op. cit., p. 59.
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stripped of coat and shirt to glve him freedom of movement he soon

is dripping with perspiration. The words pour out of his mouth and

soul in a parfect torrent. A manuscript is before him, but he often

forgets it as, wlth oyes closed, he climbs e mountain peak of ins-

plyvation and hurls wide and far his thunderbolts of weining to &

lost world.2

It ds,difficult to say Just how much ]ﬁr. Maier streesed oratorical
sklll in the preparetion of hils sermons. It is difficult, too, to Imow
vhsther he was consclous of ceortain persuasive appeals as hs wrote the
sormons. " The writer of the thools was not able to £ind any books on
spsoch or porvsuasion in his library, although there could have besn &
fow not accessible. This prohably points out the fact that he was not
particularly concerned ebout oratorical porsuasivensss, Hls aim was to
omphasize tho messege rather than the method. On the other hand, he did
tale e privats course in oratory while ctudying et Harvard. Haks calls
hin "expsrienced in debate, oratory, end extempore speaking. 30

Although Dr. Malor scemad to violate many of the soft spoken tech-
niques of radio dslivery, he nevertholess had & commanding hold on his
audlence. Spence contends: "Doctor Maler's popularity is not dus %o
his oratorical &caﬁbatica s however, but to the direct hold he gains on
his andienco. There is no doubt that he means you, not some other fol-
low,"3t Hp identified himself with his listenmers end had en instinotive
gense for the things that would interest them and the cause that would

oromote their wolfars.3°

egmcibmott, op. clt..
30!&199, op. ¢it., p. 4.
318'_aeme, op. clt.

3yt ivankee Sentinel, op. elt.
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Ho was no vespecter of persons, but loved all agee, types, and
clagees of people. Thus with an impassioned voice he lot himself go in
torrific ocarnestness. Ho envisicned siuful peopls engulfed in physical
and spiritual suffering. McDermoti ccuments:

Dr. Maler sees far bayond that--he glimpses frustreted, confused,

dospalring and often rebellious millions of people everywhere; ho

envisions a world of lumanity lost in darkness, and groping for
the light . . « . Therefore to him in that broadcasting hour, the
whole human vace 1s crowded right there Into that litile studio
with him, and he is telling everyons parsonelly the good nowe of
selvation,33

Dy, Maier, too, had been known 10 prepare a seymon Tor 2 single
listensr., His passion for people vemainsd with him til11 his dsath,
During his last conscious moments he made this beautiful confession of
faith:

"If eny man sin, wo have an Advocate,"--prailse Godl-~"with the

Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and Heo is the Propitiation for

our gineg and not for ourg only, but also for ths sins of the whole

world"; he repeated, "and not for ocurs only, but also for the sins
of the vhole vorld."??!‘

Although Dr. Maieyr had severe critics, too, his dynemic love for
people and the living Loyd of love imspired him %o do great things for
all wvaho wore privileged 4o hear him, His outsteniing mental abilities,
his sincerity and terrific earnsstness,; his overwhelming zeal for life,
and his uncompromlsing and courageous way in the faith of the Apostles,
mariced him as one of the great preachers of all time and one who held
persuasive power over his audience. He relied upon God for strength.

Ho had intelloctual power, but in that he mever trusted. He had a great

3 epermott, op. oit.

BI'Sehwnk, op. ¢it., pp. 61f.
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poroonality, ut his falth ley not in 3%, If hls pevoomality could be
sumrized in o ssnbense, it ehould be in the fomn of tho Bible passes
ho ioved oo deerly ond olgned as eutogrephs so often: e ayo mowe
than conguerors theough Hn thet loved U, 19

Bvon go brlef & ckotch of the 1ife ond povoorlity of Walter A,
Vinlowr cammob but have depdéted him es ome of the tenly oot oon of |
Gho Wie@ contuyy, One potsesped of such yomyimbile aptituie fow
tho work of perownding hic follow men to espouse the coume of Christ
io rasely eoncountoved and 4iffionls 4o accoumt Lov--gzoelt ac & unlgue
giftt of Cod,

pemons 8137,




CHAPTER III
THE FACTORS OF PERSUASION

Before a detailed investigation cen be made of the factors of per- _
suasion employed in Dr. Maier's sermons, it 1s necessary to survey the
general subject of persuasion. By this msans, instruments of analysis
way be doveloped by the aid of which the skill of Dr. Meier may be

better revealsd.
Dofinition

Although the concept of persuasion hag ite ultimate wroots in the
Word of Cod moving men and elemonts into action, Aristotle is usually
givon credit Tor first exploring the subject scientifically. His
Rhotoric is the first worthy volume written on this subject. Aristotle
defines persuasion as “the art of implenting motives which lead to con-
sequent free action."t

Throughout the cenbturies Aristotle's definition of persuassion has
pretty well held its own, although occasionally it has been amplified.
Robert T. Oliver defines persuasion as "the art of motivation, or of
instilling, activating, or directing in another individual a belief or
type of conduct recommended by the speaker."2

lew Sarett and Foster say:

lpaniel Guy Powers, Fundamentals of Speech (New York: McGraw Hill
Book Company, 1951), p. 212.

Robert T. Oliver, The Psychology of Persuasive Speech (New York:
Longman's Green and Company, 1%525, p. 10,
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Persuasion is a mothod whereby & speaker induces an individual or
an audience to believe or to act by implanting a wish to do 803
by driving at & deep hunger, emotion, or habit that intensifies
that wish; or by touching off some other psychological spring of
hunan action.3
It should be noted that persuasion in common usege covers two meanings:

to induce bellef and to influence co::ulu.ci:.!5

These are also ths two
basic goals of porsuasion.

The problem of persuasion is largely a problem of getting and
holding the attention of an audience whose attitudes mey be those of be-
lief, doubt, or disbeslief D, According to Hollingworth the persussive
speakey mst catch, hold, impress, convince, end direct the listener.6

Oliver states that "the chief task of the persuasive speoaker is to

gorve ag & 'selector' of his audience's attention.™!

It ie a fallacy to think of attention as a single total response

to a sermon. Attention must be ceptured, held, and recaptured meny
%imes.a Garrison maintains that this is most eaaily accomplished when :

the epeeker talks about the four things which psople are most interested

3lew Sarett and Williem Foster, Basic Principles of Speech (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Compeny, 1946), p. 485.

% reames A, Winans, Speech Making (New York: D. Appleton-Century
Company, 1938), p. 256.

SSarett and Foster, op. cit., p. 490.

6u. 1., Hollingworth, The Psychology of the Audience (Chicago:
Amsrican Book Company, 1935), p. 12.

TOliver, op. eit., p. 199.

awgbb.:a. Garrison, The Preacher and His Audience (Westwood, N.J.:
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1954), p. 66.
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in. Theme aye basic humen wants, people, activity, and conflict.?
Sarett and Foster make e point of stressing fresh knowlsdge ond special
infoymation, and problems of humsn aspirations, crises, defeats, and
-bz':hmphs.lo Oliver emphesizes the vital as the most importent elemont
of holding attention. He seys: "Two propositions may be noted here:
Tirat, nothing is really porsuasive Lo an audlence which is aot in some
degree vital to 1t; second, nothing is really vital unless 1t is rarson-
el."it Tn other wvords, a nersvagive speaker who wishes 4o hold the at-
tention of his audience wlll alweys volate his message Lo their needs.

Porsuzslon, then, i1s the art of inducing en andience to belief and

action by epesiking, primerily, to their bhesic nesds.
Persuesion in Preaching

There can be no doubt that successful preaching must also contain
the eloment of persuasion. The very essence of the Gospel is the persua-
sive answer o humen need for God. Harwood Pattison deifines preaching
ag "the spoken commnication of divine truth with a viaw to parsuasi:-::z."m
Most homlleticians egree that the underlying prineciples in proscch-
ing and rhetoric are the seme, because they have the:‘.r target in human
nature. Betsell Baxter contends:
With but a few exceptions the principles underlying ell effective

speaking are the seme. Cortain modifications of the suggestions
of the rhetoricians are sometimes made necessary by the peculiar

9Ib1d0, po 78-

1°Sa:mtt and Foster, op. cit., pp. 5027,

P g-éouver’ _?2' .?_:_‘-_-_t.-’ P' 212.
]

' Haxrwood Pattison, The Making of the Sermon (Philedelphia:
American Baptist Publication Society, 1902), ». 3



a3

‘- pulplt situetion end subject matiter, but the besic principles
romain the como,

. Deu polnte out similarities but elso one maried dilfference:

€o fer s ite effect on thoe will 46 concerned, the sermon as woll

as ths oration must possess force and energy that will move to

action: Toy 1%t ie an sogentiel characterdsetic of miblic discourse

that 1t ghall sumon the heaverp to & decision and inevire them

Lo the pexformance of cortein definite scls . . . . Tho preachor,

‘hoveveyr, muet ot forget that his primazy purpose is not, like thet

of a political orator, o move hie hearers o mwrform corbaln osut-

ward ects. I% would Do to forget that 211 Cod plsasing activity

met procesd from an imner nacessity out of the vegemerate beart.™
Johm A, Broadus asserbte thet o zejor difference lies In the primary
source materdals.l? The mdueyy =ource is fopr preaching,; of course,
the truth of the Word of God. This Truth is unchapopsble and i in
eusence ulbimste porsuceion. But humanly spocking, the factows of
rergungion are exercised through the humen porsonality proclaiming this
) Truth of Cod., Thus FPhillips Brosks describes yweaching es “Truth

~
thyough Personallity." o
Porsussive proesching begins with the truth of the Wowrd of Cod.
But 1t muet elso begin with the hoarey, ¢o use Jemes Stowart's words 17

Eppecially in mreaching, the proechey must give deep concern to the

$3patae1l Rexrett Bexter, mmo?_gof__@_w stiges (Fov York:
The Mecmillen Compeny, 1947), ».

233}!. Pou, Homiletics (Columbus, Ohio: Iutheren Book Concern, 1934},
D . :
15
dohn A, Broadus, Prepevetion epnd Delivery % mm by
chnr!aaﬁnr@n(ﬁov?éﬁc Geormse E.Dmaccnm @, 5, p. 16,

’ﬁmzmm Byooks, ?m on Pregching {Bew York: R. P. Dutton
A and Compeny, 1694}, .

M samos 5. Stowart, A Falth §o Proclaim (Vew Tork: Cherles
) _ Beribuner's Sona, 1946), PO 125,
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neods of his sudience. Blackwood sugsestc this single label for all
the soxmons any minister ought to preach: "messages from God for the
neseds of 1:*..3;1."18 Stewart describes the baoic nced ag "a rediscovery of
Christianity as a vital relationship to a living Christ.” 19

Furthermore, 1t is against the hackground of the contemporary situ-
ation end wlthin the fremowork of current hopes and fc":*a. +hat the Gospsl
mat be proclaimed. Johm Frite says: "Tho purpose of preaching is to
gupply the splritusl needs of the bearers, not only in & gemeral way, but
as time, clrcumstonces, and conditions domand."@0 Bisckwond holds that
the state of the times affects the substence and the tone color of every
sormon.S+  Hovbort Former esserts: "Eternal as the Gogpel is. the.e
must be nome tranglation of it into the present tange 190

5o thon, gool preaching doss apply the eloments of porsuasion with
2 gpecial emphagis on the hearer's prosgent human nseds which are only
symphtomz of his nsed for God. Both preaching and porsuasion have their
target in ths human being, hul Gospel preaching is accompanied by a
groater sense of urgency bécause of a more decisive message. There is
one marked differemce, however, in source. The source of Gospel preach-~

ing is God, while the source of lman peorsuasion is mere man.

Wpndvew Watterson Blackiood ; The Pveparation of Sermons (New York:
Abingion-Cokesbury Press, 1948), p. 3k.

198tewart, op. gé_:t_o; Ps 11}3-

20John Fritz, The Preacher's Mamual (St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
lishing House, 1941), p. 20.- ¢ .52,

2l1ackvood, op. eit., D. 23.

22Hsybort H, Farmor, Tho Servant of thy Womd (Naw York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1942), p. 122. ;
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Radlo Preaching

It is evident thet this study mmst also dsal with preaching via
the radio, Hers ageila, the suthorities agree that the vrinclples for
good radlo spsaling ere the sams as those involved when speaking to a
vieibls avdience., Sherman Lawbton mainteins that "the radic talk does
not necessliate a asw technique nor now priﬁcip].es of speaklog. It
doet nacosslitate more intense applicetion of 0ld princinles, principlss
aa old a8 Arlstotls or older."@S Sarett!s words ave thess: MAll the

basic principles of speech epply, in one dogroe or another, Lo radio

Alen Monwoe, howevor, adde one necessary criterion. He says con-
cerning radlo spealking: '"Make your appeal as miversel as poas:l‘ble."25
Applying this to preaching, Everett Parker agrees vwhen e states:

Tho subject matter of the rasdio seywmon must comuecclh as rapidly as

»os8ible with the experience of the listensrs. And, although you

cpeak Lo a single neced and @ singlo purpose, 1% is Important to

solect a topic that 6lzus,.lax wide appeal, one that 1s of concern to &
great many '_mople.z
Again, 1t is clear that the problem of porsuasion via radio is largely a
problen of meeting the universal nseds of the listening audience.
Since the problom of thie thesls necessitates an understanding of

the gualificetions for a persuaegive radio sermon, 1% is well to quote

)23 Sherman Paxton Lawton, Raedio Speech (Boston: Expression Company,
1932), ». 13.

2!"Sarett and Foster, op. c¢it., p. 572.

 2DAlen H. Monroe, Principles and Types of Speech (New York: Scott,
Foresman and Company, 6.1935), 2. 450.

26E‘1’rerett C. Parker, Elinor Inman and Ross Synder, Religious Radio
(New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1948), p. 100.




v

26
Parker's criteria for such & sermons

a. Tho thems of Ctho wadlo sgermon must be imporbant o a mage su-
dience, hut met bo o prosgounted that it sroduces a positive
effect upon, and induces action by the individual hearer,

b. Tt must have for both speaker and individual liztener the sai-
iafaction of faivrly lntimate two~way converzation.

c. It8 idea-content met be offered at @ pacs that the mind, by
way oY the unaided eoer can receive. This not only affects the
gpopd and mannory of (Gelivery, bubt also limite the spoakey to ths
orosontation of oue ldsa, and furthormore, Lo one interprotation
of that idea.

d. The radio soraon mst o loglcally planmesd, but it should be
wrltten oubt of emotion, 1.0., genuins feeling,

€. The radio sgrmon, like othsr forms of radis writing must whbi-
lizeo the shorter sentence, the mors vivid word, the colloguial
phrasss, of good coaversation. It can be fully es intellectual
a5 any pulplt sermon, but it has to be less Tormal iz languag
and requires an entirely different technigue of pacing and
prosentation.

. "Conversaiional” though its stylo should be, it doss not follow
the vagrant line of actual, uarshearsed conversatioz botwesn
tWo poople. The radlo sermon must start with & specific ides,
gad invariably, it must use & direct approach., Ths idea that
motivates 1t must "march? met start soms placeo and go divectly
to 1ts goal.2T

Having uow veviewsd some of the poculiar emphases of proaching

and particularly wadic preaching, oamoly, the euphasls of prsaching
divectly to immediate universal needs, wo noxt consider the basic and
mderlying factors of persuasion common to speeches and sermone in
gonsral. Tho term "factor” is used in its broad semse,; including els-
monts of content, devices of gtyle, tochniques of dslivery, and the im-
pact of the speaker?s psrsonality. Although this categorization ls

somewhat erbitrary, i1t does help to present a nsater plcoture of the

271‘)1@-, Po 123.
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porsuagive Tactors employed in successful spseches and sermons. Ths
first factor to be considered--and from the wviewpolat of preaching, the

most lmportant--ic elomenis of contenth.
Elemente of Content
Reagon and Emotion

Evory ldeal persuaslve sapeech or sermon should have appsals to'_the
human mifd snd feeling. These are xightly called appsals to reaaonran&
emotion. These are important because they are universal. As early as
the pre-Christian era when Aristotle wrote hils thesis on rhetoric, it
was recognized that commumication includes two major elsments: logical
and emotional appeals. ILogic is primarily concerned with information,
while emotion is clossly linked with action.28

Thero has not always beon agresment, however, as to which appeal
is the most effectlive. To go into this matier here is not within the
- scope of this paper. Suffice 1t to say that both appeals are valuabls
in persuading an audience. Sandford ztates: "It is & well established
principle that there must be a judiciocws mixbure of logical and emotional
proof in speeches."@? Oliver contends: "the best source for the per-
suasive speaker is to intermingle all types of appsal in his spesches.
Like the wise military strategist, his efforts should be to 'advancs on
all fronts.!"30

283arrison, op. eit., . 213.

29%71111em Sandford, Principles of Effective Speaking (New York:
Nelson and Soms, 193%), p. 130.

3®iiver, op. eit., p. 192.
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The appeal to wosagon 18 npcessary to provids a good sound under-
standing of the subject and to hold it in memory. L Oliver suggests:
"Firat think--then Teeol--then spsek, iz a sequence the persuasive
spoalksy would do well ©o obsorve .,"3L Rational appoals ars especially
uzeful with intelligent and well educated audiences.>> Since the stan-
dard of intolligence in our country is quite high, it wonld seem that
any speech or sermon should contalin & good amount of appsals to reason.

Onz of the Pirst prervoquisitos of an appsal to reason in & sermon
is to have logical order, or & good outline.33 The material should be
go arranged that thore is a moderate form of argumsnt ending up with a
climax of thy main idea. Simple facte have a high persuasive valus, but
it must be remsmbexed that no fact is better than its source.3l‘ However,
it 1s well to observe ths warning of Farmer that it is wise to uss guota-
tlons eparingly for they tend to coms between the speaker and heaver.30

An ideal speech will give primary considesration to appsals to the’
emotions. Sarett claims that we feel our way to our convictions more
froquently than we reason our way to our emotions .3« Hollingworth

states that the emotional appsal 18 characteristic of that form of

3lmpia., p. 17h.
3aHollingworth, op. c¢it., p. 111.

33Beu, op. cit., ». 173.

3‘*03.‘1ver, op. ¢it., pp. 176%.
351.snrton, op. git., p. Ti. :
36?amr, op. eit., p. 62.

3TSarett and Foster, op. oit., D. 479.
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spoaking clagsically kmown ag oratoz:y'.?’a

Appoals to the emotions are basically eppeals to the natural wants
and deosires of human beings: self-preservation, propsrty, powsr, repu-
tation, affections, sontiments, and tastes.3? Oliver emplifies this
listing somewhat eand states that the basic emotional drives and desires
erg: freedom, holpfulness, new oxperlence, power and influence, recog-
nition, rosponse, security and stability, submission, and workmanship.ho
Bagically, these axe all aspects of self-inbterest, the appeal to which
is a most powerful modiwm of pewsuasion. If we were to gathsy out the
two moat important drives, we wonld probably find that the desire for
gelf-pregervation and the desire for love and affectlon would be at the
top of the list. Thus in preaching, every ldea expressing an escaps
from the destrnction of this world and the horxror of hell is an appsal
to ssli-preservation. Every announcement of the love of God in Christ
is an appeal to the affections. It is important to romember that the
proclamation of law and Cospel has these two important appsals.

Appoals to the emotlons affect the feeling responses, They may
cause feelings of either pleasanitnoss and excitemsnt, or unpleasantness
and a.epmssion.l‘l It is important to present the hearer with such con-
trasting feelings, as this study will bring out shortly.

A word should be sald about the use of emotional words and phrases

relating to Christ, such as "blood of the Lamb" and "the foot of the

3Bho114ngwortn, op. cit., p. 110.

39gandford, op. eit., pp. TOf.
hoOlivar, oD, _q_i_'_b_c, PD. 167f‘

hlIbid., . 165.




30
crogs.” These exprassions ars often held in disvegard. However,
Garrison calls theom "powerful media Pfor the commmilcation of emotional
ove::’toneaq“ha Yot ono must he careful nobt to go to extreomes 1a this
mttor and uso vulgar, sontimental expressions which offond the sense

> $he hanakden] 43
of the beautifml.
Dacision

A seocond element of content in helping to persusde an audience lies
in the effective uss of two conflicting ldeas., Anbithesis is a univer-
sal roquisite of apf;-ech.m‘ Hollingworth comments, "In porsuading en
audience then, ons fundamsntal proctedure theu ig that of linklng up
the proposition to be advanced with an atmosphere of desirability, or
attaching to ite antithesis a feeling tonms of mldeaimbility."h5

This, of course, holds true in preaching too. Cagmmarer advises
thet a desirable germon goal be constructed on the basis of antlitheti-
cal undesirable problrama.l’ﬁ Tor example, & desirable goal of faith
has for its antithesis the undesirable problom of umbsllef. In a
sermon on faith, then, it would ba imperative .to point up the striking
contrasts between faith and unbelief. These contrasts place the

hearer in a situation which msams a decision. Preaching that presents a

tharriaon, op. clt., p. 42,
43Reu, op. oit., p. 182.
Wranens, op. eit., p. 21L.
45Eo111ngworth, op. eit., p- 1i7.

46richard R, Caemmorer, Preaching to the Church (St. Louis: Concor-
die Seminsry Mimeo Company, 1952), D. 29.




31
vivid contrast between two courses of action is likely to vesult in de-~
cigsion. Thig olomant of contrast towerd decision is important. In
fact, Garrison saye that "the offechive impact of a sermon is 40 be mea-

gursd. in terms of 6.@0:151!33&."15T
Suggestion

Another valuable eleoment in persuasion is suggestion. Suggestion

is ths procesa of establishing an idea in the mind of snother perscn.hg

Suggestion is baglecally of two types: direct and inﬁ:lreci:,h9 Direct
gugeestion is an explicit command. Indirect zuggestion involves the
planting of an idea inbto the wind of the listensy without seeming o do
T80,

Mot authorities, including Oliver and Hollingworth, agree that the
indirect suggestion ie the best.”?? This would mean that everything which
contributes to the alm of the speech would be indirect suggestion. Yet
it would especially include the idea of socialr guggention. In a spssch
this type of suggestion would have its form in ths tesiimonies of other
poople and in the opinions of authoritles. Sociai suggestion is a very
powerful type of suggestion, especially 1f the authority of the apeaker
iz not 400 great. Winans contends: "The speaker who can make his au-

dience feel this soclal imperative pushing them in the direction he

hTGa.rriBon, op. eit., pp. 226f.

hBSaret‘b and Foster, op. cit., p. 526.

!*9011?62‘, 92. _0_1_13'-, PPO 232_36'

50Ibit1. » Pn. 243%,

T e
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wishes has a powerful lsverage."Dl

The question, too, 18 a powerful elemenlt of indlrsct suggssition.
This is espoclally trus whon questions como in small groups, but then
are placed at crucial intervals throughout the spsech. Again, Winans
commantst

The peculiar virtue of the question in commanding atbention 1s in

ite prompting of the hwsarer to answer, to think for himeelf, rather

than passively to accept the statemente of the spsaker, Such

questlons are a challenge; they put the matter up o you.’2

Closely related to thig 1z the ldea of challenge. A porsuasive
speech will hold out volnted challenges to the listensrs. Speaking of
seymons, Farmer states:

A germon has falled, indeed 1t has not been a sermon, unless it

carries to the sorious hearer somathing of a claim upon or m—

mons to his will, to his whole being az this gamhera itself &

gother in his will.53

Direct suggestion, or the use of explicit commands, can bs used
sparingly. However, & spoakey with mmuch prestige and authority may use
Imporatives quite freely. Direct suggestion is definitely aided by au-
thorit:,r.'jb Ag foar ap Christian preachinz is concerned, one must bhe care-
ful in using imperatives, even wlth much prestige and authority.
Caemmorer says: "Imperatives concerning faith or works are in place if
they summon the hearer to employ God's own power through the redemption

of Christ for hie falth or his works "9

5lyinans, op. eit., p. 294.
221p1d., p. 213.
23Farmer, opn. eit., p. 65.

51'Winans, op. eit., p. 291.

e T—— op.. cit., p. 43.
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In the case of either Indirect or direct suggestlon, it ie impor-
tant to note that suggestion in a positive form is more likely to be
responded to than nogative suggestion.’® This thought also has & dofl-
nite bearing on preaching. Garrlison's words ays:

Positive, affirmative emphases always make decisions seem deslrable

s o « o The jJoye of heaven have spurred more men toward God than

have the terrors of holl. Gilven an opportunity to repsat favorite

Bible versee in a permigsive etmosvhexre, mature Christians almost
always selsct promises.oT

Introduction and Conslusion

The introduction and conclusisﬁ axre two crucial points in any per-
suagive spocch or gsermon. The purpose of the introduction is to catch
the atitention of ths audience and introduce the spesch. Sermon intro-
ductions can be of various types: startling statement, lntroductory
enngcdotes, Biblical text, direct question, summary statement, and de-
scriptive ef:atemani:..58 It is good to use a variety of introductions,
and all types mentioned before have thelr place. However, in radio ser-
monlzing, the introduction should be brief and to the point. Thie is
the chlef characteristic of a good introduction for a radio sermon.
Blackwood says: "Away wilth the old time tedious introduction! In
other days the preacher felt free Lo use & few minutes in gotting warmed

up, but the preacher over the radio must be ready before he starts,"™?

56w1nans, op. cit., p. 292,
JTgerrison, op. ¢it., P. 229.
581pid., pp. 165-68.

59B818ckwood, op. oit., D. 222.
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A good conclusion conslets of e swmary statorent and a challenge
to action.00 2 brief attemph %o review the conbent of the speech or sor-
mon at ite closeo will notably improve the memory of its con'bant.61 A
final challsnge Lo action 18 enovther etiempt to gob the listener to be-
lleve or do what ths spoakey desiress: Thus,; there will néually be seve-
2l brisk impsratlives in the concluding paragraph or paragraphs. Finally,
Blackvwood makes this helpful suggestion:

Whatever the content and the form of the last paragraph or two,

the sermion a8 o whols mmst lead up o & final sentence which

ought to stand oubt moro boldly and strongly than any other sen-

tence of the text.02
Lay and Gospsl

in Chyistien preaching the prosence of Law and CGompsl in the contenh
of the megsags is the acmo of persuasive power. The preacheir's source
of powor lg not humen et all but in the Gospsl messags. Casvrerer stetes:
Easential is the corollayy that uman Pinesse end artifics camnot
te the source of power Tor the Chyistlen prsacheor. St, Paul ds-
liberately sought o Torsgo rhetorical excellsnce in order thg-g
his mossage might coms In the full force of its divins power.
Az Farmsy puts it: "proaching ie nof merely a weans for conveying the
content of the Christian falth, btut 18 in a real sense bound up with that
content 'i’i;tsel.‘:".‘"('-;h Thus, the persuasive powor of & sermon in inducing

mon to failth and life ie to beo measured, above all, in terms of its

60Garrison, op. cit., pp. 168F.
61Ho1lingworth, op. cit., p. 108,

62B1ackwood, op. cit., p. 167.
63 Cagmmorer, op. elb., P+ 47+

Gl‘iﬁ‘amr, op. oit., p. b,
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content, namely, the Gospal, and also the Law which preparss the way
for tho Gospel,

The theology of the Law malwes it cleaw it hag a purpose, namsly,
to lead men to & sense of nced for holp end rescue of the Gospa1.65
However, before it can do thai, it must diagnose sin. In order to preach
sonerotely, wealistically, and persuvasively tho preacher muzt begin his
diagnosis of sin with surfaco symptoms, which are mersly the visible
slgns of a favr dooper maledy. The surface sympioms are outward acts
that offend againsty the clear commmnds of God. Stewart describes them
gensrally as sufforing and Bin.66 It 1g important thait the surface
symptoms be made very concrote to the listener, espscially to the unbe-
liever, since ho kmows 1ilttle about the 1ife of God in the heart and
the fact that he lacks it. '.E’héy should be in the wealm of the listen-
er's sexporience.

Yot the propsr dlagnosie and persuasive preaching of the Law goes
farther than mere surface gynptons. It conbinues with the description
of the underlying malady, vhich makes the hearer roalize that this need
for God is greater than the mero surface symptoms do suggest. Casmmsrer
states: "Sins of unbelief, fear, lovelessness, selfishnsss; in all
their detail and variety, are simply symptoms of an underlying evil."67
The final diagnosis must conteln an ammouncemsnt of death without God
and the reminder of man’s nothingness and halplessnoss without God.

It must make known God's wrath and judgment.

65Gaamnemr, op. gcit., p. 30.

665133‘7&2‘1':, 92» E:_I_Eo, ppo 75-80'

67039mr, .920 9_1'1:_., Pl' 279
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Now 1t gtends to reason thet two ltems st bo tolen into account
here., TFivst of all, some Biblical texts lend more to & discussion of
surfece cymptome than the underlying melady. Nevertholessz, the undor-
lying malady of lifs without God zhould be brought in et lsast briefly.
The endience rmst in some way be mads to feel ite abzolubte need for God.
Secondly, in a mlxed andience of believers and unbelievers, it would
surely seem natural {het the emphasis wonld be on surface symptoms which
are in the rosla of common experience. Thiz will be sn important con-
gideration in the discussion of Law in Dr. Mailer's seroons.

After the Law hes shown the heoarsy his definite nsed for God, than

the Gospsl ie proclaimed. The Gospel is wveal persuasion, the "per

suaglo,” cweetness, the answer to man'e nsed. Coenmorver dofinss the

Goapel as "the proclamation of the compieted work of atonsment by Jesus
Christ."68 Ths Gompel proacher doss, indeed, place ab the Pocus of his
preaching the account of en act which is past, namsly, the redemptive
work of Christ.

The Gospel is supremely the mossage of the Cross and the Resur-
reotion.69 / Stewart commemis: "For your task is to confwont the rampant
disiliusionment of the day end smash it with the cross of Chrdst and
shame 1t with ths splendour of the resurrection.” 10 Agailn from Stewart:
"Go back and listen to the preachesrs of the sarly Chnrc;h. They never

pointed wen to the cross without showing them the reswxrrection light

8mp14., p. 31.

69a1an Richardson, A Theologleal Word Book of ths Bible (New York:
The Mecmillan Company, 1953), p. 100.

7°Stawart'.,____n_. ¢it., p. 21.
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breaklng hehind 15,77+

This ls in reality tho busic message of the sermons of Peter and
Paul in the Book of Acte. They preachsd the Cross and Resurrection in
the conbtext cf the world's suffering end sin, but es revelaticn, victory
and challeongs.

Tra reel swestuess of the Cross and the Resurrectlon comes in the
fact of forglvenecis, It comss in the fact "for us." God Torgives men'e
2in becouge of ‘the redeewing work of Jesus Christ, Tho genuins psrsua-
s'ion of tho Gospol consilsts in this that tho Cross and the Resurrection
are the divine answeir to the human need for forgivensss snd power over
gin., The Cross and the Resurvection are the reason for end ths proof
of the believing sianer's at-one-ment with God.

Thore are various foims or modes of the etonement presented in the
Bible, which help to make the atonement much more meaningful. Caemmerer
lists a number of those categories:

a, Christ 1s a sacrifice for sins, so that our sins may be forgiven,
end. God's wrath diverted from us.

b. Christ is the mercy-seat which shields our sins from Judgment
and wrath of God.

¢. Christ, through His whole life, death; and rising again brings
life in place of death.

d. Christ accepts the indictment of the ILaw in our stead and recon-
cilss us to God.

e, Christ works out our peace with God through the price of Hisz own
death,

f£. Christ through His redemptive work makes possible the gift of
the Holy Spirit to us.T?

7

TECaemnorar, op. cit., p. 33.

16.1; Po 87.
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Summary

Summarizing this section on the oleoments of content, then, there
can be no doubt that the greatest gingle factor of psrsuasion 18 in the
dynamic message of the Gospel with 1tz assisting elemsnt of the ILaw to
point out human nceds. Perhaps, this can be callsd the theocentric view
of versuasion., Humenly spsaking, howover, ons cammot deny the value of
other porgvasive factors such as appeals o roason through & good oub-
ling, testimonies, statistics, and evidence of euthorities; or appeals
1o the emotions by consi_dering man'a basic desires; or by setiting up
elemonts of coatrvast with o view toward decision; or by various msans
of suggestion such as commands, social suggestion, challenge, and ques-
tions; or by pointed introductions and challenging conclusions. These
aro hman arvangoments which if properly used, cen maks the Iaw more
dreadful and the Gospal much sweeter to peoople. The real powsr of por-
suagion i still In the essgntlal eleoments of ths Crosa, Resurrection,
and Forgliveness. Reu affirma: "That which edifles is in the last in-
stanca, not the mental 8bility of the preacher, but the divime Word
alone."T3 It 4s still thet acting Word which will accomplish the plsa-
sure of God; which is the power of God' unte salvation. In this con-
nection, it is interesting to note the comment that Inke makes about
the preaching of Jesusg: "And they wore astonished at his doctrine:

for his word was with powr."ﬂ'

73Reu, op. elt., p. 127.
s, 55:110-11; Rom. 1:16; Iuke h:32.
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Davices of Style

To enumsrate and Investigate all the dovices of style vwhich con-
tributo t0 a pswsuaslvo spoech or ssymon, would he an insurmountable
tasic, This discussion will concern 1teelf with ths most effective de-
vices and those which arv usually stressed by authorities in homiletics,
payshology, end speech. Those devices of style are repstitionm, var:lety,

and concrotoness,
Repatition

Both Hollingworth and Oliver agree that repstition is the most ef-
Tective Torm of emphasis. Repstitlons are most valuzble when there are
at least three or more prosentations of repotition and when these are
soparated by intervels of tima, 12 Hollingworth stateoz: "Repstition
with varlation promotes conviction; repetition with duplication better
spocifics and dofines the rosponse to be made ,"T0

Egpscially in radio; thoro is great value in repstition. Blackwood
asgoris:

The radio preacher uses skill in repstition because he wishes a

fow ideaes to stand out. Even in a fifteen minuts sermon he finds

1t better to say ome thing in ten different ways than to touch
ten difforent things, each in passing.

In every persuasive speech, and most é.ssumd],v_ the radio sermon,

it is good to vepeat the themo, which then becomss somevhat of & slogan

To11ver, op. ¢it., p. 125.

T6Ho111ngworth, op. eit., . 159.
TTBlackwood, op. cit., p. 222.
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or catch-word., Hollingworth makes this observation: "A slogan or
catech-word crystallizes a whole program and remains with the audilence

a sucecinct formile of actiou."78
Variety

The slogan "varlety is the sploe of 1life” also hasg 1te bearing

on the proseuntetion of spsechos and sermons., Hollingworth maintains

that well organlzed diversity is one of the conditions of sustalned at-
tention which is mo nscessaxry for psmuasion.79 Garrison goes 8o Tar

ag to sey this: "Indsed, 1t iz safe to say that the most Important
single olsment in comanding attontion is contrast, or crdered change.“ao
Seripturs 1tself is full of verdety, 28 the differcnt modes of atonsment
sugoent,

Variety cen be achlieved In a2 numbor of ways. In sentence struc-
ture thero can he e variction of short sentences, long sentences, de-
clavative seuntences, interrogative ssntences, exclematory sentsnces,
and imperatlve sentences .51 ‘Paragraphs too can be of diffeorent lengths,
In the content of the matexial there can be ordered change with refer-
ence o poople, activity, conflict, and basic humen wents, not to men-
tion the variety in which thege four basic humen intereats can be pre-
sented, namely, through illustrations, testimonies, evidence of

authoritles, statistics, prose argument, and simple presentation of

T8Ho114ngworth, op. cit., . 159.
T91bid., p. 59.

80¢errison, op. cit., . 78.
8lmia., p. 8k,
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facts, verse, and ueny othsrs.se In paragraph organization there c¢an
be variety in mferaﬁce t0 emptional states or modes, a variety be~
twoen pleesant and unpleasant, exciting and depressive emotions.83
All these mothods of implanting variety are aids in compelling atten-

tlon which is fundamental to successful persuasion.

Concrotensss

The word "conoretonses” is being used in a rather broad way,
meaning devices which help %o make the idsa of the messags clesar %o
the audience. Broadus claims that the most important propeity of sex-
monic style ie clarity.B% Hollingworth agrees that the first principle
for direscting the beliefs and acts of an awdience is %o be spscific and
dofinite 52

This, of course, involves language, and precissly words. Ths
persuasive speaker will use short, crisp, direct Anglo-Saxon words.%
He will use words that ere femiliar and convey the proper meaning with
a8 little translation as possi‘ble.sT On this account, 2 preacher will
have to take care not to inflict abstract theological expressions on

his listeners. Stewart comments: "It is sheer slackness to fling at

821p14d., p. 82.

83;9__;&_1_., p. 84,

8l‘laroadma, OD. 6its, p. 361,
85Ho11ingworth, op. cit., p. 158.

BG_I.uther Weaver, The Technique of Radio Writing (New York:
Prentice Hall, Inc., ¢.1948), p. 39.

87W:!.nans, op. eit., p. 183,
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your poople groat glovs of religlous phreseslogy devived from & bygone
a@,"%

A word should be said about eentence length, too. During the :
Bllzabothan ase the nusher of wo:eda- %0 o centence mumbered about PIfty.
Todey, howover, seatence longth should not average over twenty-Tive
mxﬂa.gg Especlally radic talks shonld incorporate brief sentonces.
They caxyy punch end wrouss action. Ideas ere hemmered home end rapid
moverent 1 implier}..% Brief sonteonces in the conclusions are very
good.

Concrote spotking and espscielly ywesching hos & certain direct-
nezs. Oliver calls it common ground by vhich o pposlmy strosses the

-

fundemeontal end basic relatiomships which he may have with his audi-
enen. 9% Thia will sceount for & lot of "we" centemsen. Yot in preach-
ing tho {‘emml, it iz also lmportent to stress the "I-Thou" xelationship.
e mvime Dunetion of opsech bebtwoen the preacher and his auvdience 13 %o
sonvey tho Toath 2 such = way that 1t reelly becomes thelrs. This is
Farmerte basic idea of geood presching, whwa he says:

in effective presching you, my friend., would be ineacapably

avaye that God is talking to you, asking yo= questions vhich

worr wmat  antwer, offering haxe and now the susosur wvhich
Fou most dosporately need.

8881:.9@1'-&, op: eit., p. 38.
S94e111ngwortn, on: git., 2. 57
WMBM, op. git., p. 292,
Lortver, op. git., pp. 272-76.
Prornor, op. elt., pos 647,
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| The sermon achleves directnsss when the word "you" ie employed. This
is a powerful modium for permuasion.

Illustrations, too, bave a place in the congideration of concrete-
ness, Thelr aim iz chiefly to clérii‘y. Garviscn asserts that no phase
of the preacher's art js move importent then ths mastery of illustrative
material.?3 preeching there seem to be four basic types of illust-
ratione: Biblical, qjstamcal, contenporeyry, end owlinary life. As
far ag thelir rolative value is concerned, the imeginative analysis of

ordinary life 1s the form of illustration that pays grestest divi-

dende in texms of pveaching mauezial.ql‘ Begides this a good ssymon il- |
Tugtration will be understandable; pertinent, fresh, convincing, com-

monsurate with ths theme, and interasting.95

There are certaln figuree of speech, toc, which are aids to per-
gvagivoness. The most widely used Tigure of speech is alliteration
which oxploite the mounds of *ercris.% Beged primexily upon initlal lst-
ters, 1t gains effect by repetition. 3By ils boldmess it aliracis at-
tontion. By ites repetition it thyusta & sound deep into the listener's

mind and mekes the phrace momorable.
Swmary

As it has been demonshtrated, repetition, varisty, and concreteness

ave devices of style which help to make a sermon clear, interesiing, and

93Ganison, op. cit., p. 171,
9%1pia., ». 127.
95;!.'_9;@_.., . 178.
96Ibid., p. 109.
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poworinl. In comoluding this dlscussion, Blacktgmd mwamarizes very woll
a mubor of principles of style that govera the listenability of any
radio gormon. Accopiing ¢o him, the porsuwasive radic preacher uses
short words, short contensee, short paregraphs. He writoe about persone
one by oo end never lete tho lhearor 1loso: eight of soms person O Der-
gons,; proferably iv action. This kind of mesching cealls for facts,

Pagts that live aod wove and progc onward towards the gnal.97

Techniques of Deliveyy

ledya Lamar 1s gquito coryoct whon she states that the firat ne-
cesalty of a teckmigue of dolivery im speoch is inspiration, to fesl the
gpirit of the passayy or mossage. Ths second is 'techaiaal.gﬂ This
thought 1s voxy olose to the words of Cacmmorer, vho swmarizes very
well the [Biblical concept of effective speech.
The Biblical songeph of effective speech i3 capsulsd in the tern
parxesia. It deacribes on the one hand, open and frank speech,
direct end wnmistakebls . . . . It deseribes a spsech that is
unhampered within the speaksr or his surroundings . « « « 3ab
then 1t 2lso describes the courage and boldnses with whisch the
Christisn prenents hioc message . . . « This 18 & boldness of
faith.99
Savett and Fostoy add to this idea vheon they state that sincerity and
the desire to commumicate ayve ossential for effective radlo speaking.

These requisites may even offsot 8 poor volce . 10 Sincexrity is the

TT31001w008, op. oli., p. 222.

9859&:& Lamar, 0 Spesk the Written Word (FNew York: Fleming
H. Revell Compeny, 1049), ». 131.
”&omamr, op. oit., p. 47.

15arett and Foster, op. glt., . 573
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beolief in the cause for which the epsaker stands, and the desive to com-
mnicate refers to the direct "I to you" attitude which a good speaker
has with his audilence.
Varilety is an important element in delivery,too. Hollingworth as-
gerts: "In public epeaking that use of the voice is most impressive which

utilizes extrome changes of tone quality, or of all the attributes of

sounﬂ.."ml This moans varlety in the use of sileonce, in rate of speed,

in loudnesss or sofitness, and in tone.lo'?

Sherman Lawton relates further mechanics of delivex-y.1°3 The volums
should be average conversational volume. The pitch should be averags
baritons, which is most deslrable. Rate ghould be about one hundyed
Pifty words per minute. The more rapid rates have proved the most ef-
fective. Gestures algo help to color the whole delivery and vitalize
the action. The effective radio spsaker should stand erect and hold the
manuseript up to his eyee.lo"'

Other elemonts of effective delivery, according to the Speech Per-
formence Scals used by Concordis Seminary are enthusiasm, poise, alert-
nese, force, adaptation, commmication, and clearness. However, it must
be stated again that the moet important techniques of delivery lie in the
attituds of the speaker, namely, his sincerity and boldness and desire
to get ecross what he is saying. Variety is, no doubt, the most impor-

tant technical element.

101Hollinaworbh, op. cit., ». 107.

loeGandaon, op. eit., p. 82.

103 awton, op. cit., pp. LM6E.

10840, p. 139,
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Porasonality of the Speaker

All the factora of persuasion discussed, with the exception of the
intrinsic power of the Word, are of no avail, wilthout the authority and

prostige of the spsaksr. According to Sarett and Foster, the intrinsic

worth of the spsaker himself is the greatest single force in parsuasion:!-°5

Garrison commonts that no group is really swayed until individuals yield
%o the porsonality of the speeker.L00

In order %o achieve his maximum effectiveness, in addition to the
possession of & genuine Christian character, the preacher must be sin-
cors, mst be earnest, must be original and woll informed and studious,
mst possess a strong, healthy body and a good nind. 197 Bo mst face
the fact of truth squarely, for nothing is so destructive of confidence
in a spsaker as suspicion of his ait1c:erii'.y.1°8 Oliver asserts that every
offective speaker must be a good leader. He definss the art of leader-
ship ag: "the ebility to belong to a group thoroughly, while rising
above it in the power of spsech, in intensity of feeling, or in finensss
of character. The ideal lsader transcends his group in a2ll thres of
thess ways.“log

Authority and prestige, however, are not only personal but also

acquired. Acquired prestige comss from & reputation emjoyed and titles

10garett ana Foster, op. git., p. 504.

1(‘)6C4etr::-:l<n:c, op. cit., p. T1l.

197Baxter, op. oit., p. 291.

108"1113“5, QR- g-_i_t-, p. 389'

10901173:', op. eit., p. 85.
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inhorited. It comes from the judge's robes, from the academic gown,
from the insigale of the office.,llo A spesker or preacher who DPOSLOSSOS
both porsonal and acquived preatige has a remarkabls hold on his avdience
fron the cutsst.

Sompthing muat be said about religlous expsrience in the anthority
of the Chevistian preoasher. The words of Garrison are appropriats:

Power in hendling the emotions of the listonsr cannoi be found as

an ond in itself. It is always a by-product growing out of spirie-

bual struggles. defeats, end victories. This iz why xeligious ex-

vorionce is and must remain one of the major Pactors in the au-
thority of the preacher.lll

That 1s the lestiamony of all greai, effective Christian preachers.

Oswald Riess exclalime: | ]
the heart and soul of all prezching, ae ths cne thing that is both
the making of a preacher and the making of & sermon . . . is this:
I must know that T am nothlug and that Christ is a1t

Again Riess statem:
And +the preacher who 1s proaching thet Word of the Loxd is one who
hae experienced the anmihilating effect of that Word on himself.
Thore is something in his every wember that shows it. BSuch a Woni,
coming through auch a preaghey, the Spiri'h of Goﬂ. can use mightily
to reduce the men in ths pew to nothing.l13

Indoed, Christian pmaching comss from the heart of & men who has been

touchod persomally by the compeagsion of God.
Effective Christien preachers are enthusiasitic. What is striking

about the preachers of the Wow Testement 1Is that they had been swept off

lloouvex', op. oik., p. 81

Wearrison, op. oit., 2. 220.

112&31:‘&1& G. Riasa , Wothing and 211 (St. Louis: Comcordia Publishing
House, 1951‘); p- ° :

131194, p. 21.
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their feot and carried eway by the glory of the great revelation of God.
They went 50 men who had slaned disastrously and they cried: “Listen."lll'
Enthugiesnu for the msesage 19 a prersguislite to vital prsaching. This is
glogely related to oarnvetness, which Spurgeon places first on the list
of gualities for success in 1)1&3801111!18‘115 Ag Oswald Hoffmasnu pubts 1%,

such an earnosh enthusliasm for the Gospel will not proclaim o religion

which can b® described as "Chwlstianity and \-rai;ar."lls

A preachsr'e suthority is furthermore advenced by the visible eovi- |
donte of concorn Tor his heaprors. All of the CGospel and its accompani-

monts of diagnosis must be proached with the preacherts own concern for

AT gorpmana egks:

the hearer.
Can wo say wo have a weaching ministry 1f our preaching gives no
positive evidence of this sams empathy, this willingness to identify
ourgelves with the paoglew-the ginful people--into whose llves we
are trying to roach?ll

The essence of this comcern ia love, of which Spurgson once said:

My brothron, there is more eloguence in love them in all the words
that the most clever rhetoricians can ever pult togother. We win
upon men not so much by postry and by artistic wording of sentences,
ag by the powring out of a heart's love that mekes them feel we
would save them, that wo would bless them, because we beloag to
them, rogard thom as brothren, and play a brother's pard, and lay
curselves out to banefit them,1l9

111'Stewart, op. eit., p. 43.
3'15Ga:'riaon, op. eit., ». 217,

16459a1d G, J. Hoffmann, Reaching Through Preaghinz (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1955}, p. 12.

ll?Caamnarer, op. cit., ». 10.
neﬂoffmann, op. eit., p. 9.
197414., . 22,
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The ossonce of the preacher's authoriity, in sumarizing now, centers
ebont his couwrngeous Christian cheracter, his wental abillty and physical
energy, hio divine office and poworful proclamatiom; his religious experi-~

-

once, and his enthusiastic loving concern for his lwarers, In meelity,

Il
L

2

it-le the aunthority of fingelf, whining through.

Swmary

After having thus considered A number of promizont aunthordities %o

contrivute Lo an wnderstending of the olomwenis, devices. and tecimiques
£ k) 2 q

P

of persuanion, it 18 next necsssary to attempt %o compgrise some kind of

e g

pumary check lisd, Thus Llhe following factoba of pervsuasion may be

2

B

12 S0 be essentisl or upeful in the radilo preaching of the Gaspel.
Llsmente of Combend

Reason

Logical outline

Specinl and epscifie information

Testinonies

Ovidance of asuhhoritlen
Enmotion

Self-vregorvation

Affectina

Roputation

Poway

Proporty

Motivating vords and phrases
Dacdsion

Antithosis

Degislon for the desimable
Positive Suggestion

Indiyect sugspotion

Soclal suggostion

Question

Challenge

Tmpezatives
Introduction and Conclusion

Brief and poiated Introduction

Sumarizing and challenging conclusion
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Lew and Gogpel
Surfese gympboms and husan nseds
Underlying malady of sin
Crozse and Reosurrochion
Torglvetnas and Abonomant

Devices of Btyle

Ropotlition of theme
Variety
Sentencs and paragreph length
Contenb: poople, sotivity, coanflict, wants
Mood: pleasnnt and unplsassud
Comeretonpas
Shoet words and gentences
Diroctnose
ITilautrations
Alllteration

Teclmigues of Delivevy

Sincerity and enthuslestic deslire to commnicate
Boldnoss
Variety: pause, ¥aiw, volwm,; tone

Porsonality of the Speakey
Christian charactoy
Talonlts aund abillyy
Ufifice and uossage
Heligilows oxperience
TLoving concera for hoyers
With these standards as guides in the investlgetlon, it should

be pozsible to bring to light s of the reesons for Dr, lMaler's as-

tonishing success in preaching the Gospel.




CHAPTER IV
FACTORS OF PERSUASION IN THE SERMON "GOD SAYS, 'HURRY!I'”

The purpose of ths iavestigation in this chapisr 1s 4o begln to apa-
lyze Dr. ¥Malexr's poveriful preaching by seerching out the porsvasive face
tors in one sermon. I% is an attempt to fool the full lmpact of its
maesage on the mind and heart of the listemey. Although there will be
occcasional referonces Ho tho recorded sormon, the main research will be
done on ths basils of the printed seyrmon. This must of nscessity be 80
in order to incorporate the findings of this chapter with those of the
genoral survey of sewvmons, the examination of which will be conducted
solely on the basls of the printed sermon. It is suvely true that there
ame differonces botween the printed and jecordod sermon, and these will
be proseonted briefly toward the close of this chapter.

To bogln with, 1t is well to observe that Dr. Malsr began overy ser-

mon with & prayer. "God Says, 'Hurxy!'" is no exception to this ruls.

Mightily the purifying Spirit of God is invoked, Who is Himself the most

powerful paorsuasive forces. The opsning prayer propayes the hsarer for
the meesage and also sumnarizes i1%. This is well illustrated in the fol-
lowlng words:

Porifying Spivit of God: Awalen us from the slsep of indifferonce,
end arouse us o tho danger of dslay both in accopting the living
Christ as our Redeemor and in bringing the mossage of His atoaing
death to othors! Show us that for our beloved countyy, as for cmr—l
golves, the tims for ropontance and return to Thy mercles is shork.

"God Saya, 'Hurryl'", preachsd on the first Sunday after Fastex,

Belter A. Maler, Go Quickly aund Tell (St. Louis: Conmcordia Pub-

lishing House, 1950), p. 186,
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April b, 1948, is & very lengthy sormon in print. Thoro are ninsteen
pagee of %oxt, thirty-nine differont paragraphs, about sixz hundwved and
twonty llnss, and nsarly esix thousand words. It i1s evident that Dr.
Maier would try to exhaust his subject and then pick out omnly the most
dynanic matorials for preseatation over the radio. This gilves the live

seormon & bomb-like and explosive vitality ani ensrgy, because all the

material is capsulod into twoniy minutes of radio preaching which should :
normally bake forbty.
Tho toxts for the sermon ere from the New Tostament, Matthew 2837-8
and Iuke 24:12:
Go quickly and toll His disciples that Ho i1s risen from the dead
s s o o And thoy doparted guickly from the sspulchre with fear and
graat joy, and did run to bring His disciples word . . . . Then
aroge Petor and ren tnto ths sspulchys.
Dy, Malex uzed ths texte very well to detormine the content, goal, and

mood of the sermon, as will be poinbed out later.
Elsments of Content
Roagon and Emotion

The sermon hasg a very clear cut two-part outlins. In the first
twenty-four paregraphs of the body of the sermon, Dr. Maier addressed
the Christian listeonsrs and exhorted them to hurry for Christ. In the
nine paragraphs which follow, ho pleaded with thoss who are without
- Christ to hurry to Him., This simpls outline, which is also the sermon
theme, 18 clearly oxpresaed in the introduction: "Hurry for Christ; you
who know His saving love! Hurry o Christ, you who arys living without Him,"

2Tbid., p. 188.
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One theologlcal insight is worthy of note here. Tho recorded sermon
swmons not only those who ame living .without Him, but most assuredly
those "who are living sgainet Him."
Much of the strongth of the soxmon lies in 1%s simple ocutlins and

i1ts logical organization and amplificaticn. Dr. Maler made 1t very

Plain just what ho wes going 4o do. He 414 not involve his hearers in

a complicated arguwment, bub led them through, step by step, a logieal

outline. His pleading appeal for those who lmow Christ to hurry for Him
is strengthonsd by four basic propositions: (1) The example of the women,
ospecially Mary, who huyricd to tell others the good nsws of Christ's ‘
mmu'mctioﬂ; (2) e sed fact that there are yet many people umtouched
by tho Gospel mossage; (3) The advancing threat of athoistic commmnism;
{4) The supsr-annihilation which may soon confront the hwman race.
In the seocopd part of the sermon in which Dr. Maier confronted those
who 4o not lmow Christ, he preosented three ﬁmﬁamntal conziderations
which should compsl them to repentance and faith: (i) The example of
Pator, the one time denier of his Lord, who nevertheless ran to meot Him;
{2) The uncertainty of 1ifo; (3) The absolute horror of meeting God with-
out Christ., Although these facts are not presented in an argumentative
way, thoy nevertheless aro powerful appeals to the uman mind.
Tho appeal to resson 1o further cnhanced by the use of spocific and
timely facts and statistics. In this printed sermon ten paragraphs con-
tain some special and specific information. Ths most powerful and per-
suagive plecve of information, no doubt, is the recitation of the Com-
mmist Ten Commandments, which Dr. Maier powerfully employed to show the
anti-God, anti-Christ, end enti-Bible beliefs of atheistic commmism.
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It ds difficult to measure the cirushing impact of this on the mind of
the hearer.

Much of the informatlon seems 4o be of a socret nmature, unknowa or
little lmown o the public., It is weoll to 1llustrate the use of statis-
tics:

Less than four years before & global struggle may begin which will

featurs & now superpolstdn so strong that & single ounce cam kill

180,000,000,3

end it may be too late tc fell on our knees when the new rocksts

releaged 7,000 niles away By & push button, drop their deadly

cargo within our borders.!

Befors this broadscast is aired again, almost 27,000 people in the
United States will. have died.D

The listening audience would find it extremely difficult not to believe
the words of e man with so many facts at his command, not to mention the
value of spescial information in getting end holding attention.

Tostimonies and the evidence of authorities are also psrsuasive
appeals to reason which Dr. Maler used very successfully. The text of
the sermon records four teatimonies from people of verious walks of life.
A teacher, leper, Alr Force lieutenant, and historian help to strengthen
Dr. Maier's appeal to eccept the love of Christ.

Much more pace, however, ic glven to the evidence of suthoritles,
most of wﬁom are distinguished men in politics and science. There are
Seventeen instances where Dr. Maier cited experts, either men or specia-

1ized groups, to prove his point in the sermon. The authorities were

3Thid., p. 198.
1‘:!:1:::'..11., Pp. 199f.
2Tbid., p. 204.
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all leaderxs on the conbtemporary scene. Among them are the President of
the United States, Dr. Albert Einstein, Leland Stows, & situdent of in-
ternational aiffalrs, Dr. Robert Hutching of the Uaiversity of Chicago,
the Fedswation of Amerlcan Agomic Scientists, the United States Alr
Policy Commission, ono weliglous leadewr, and other unnamsd atomic sci-
entists. To add the Tamillar to this, vhich always charges en argument,
Dr. Majer volced ths words of news commsnbtators and the headlinss of
mowepaperd. This helps to oubt the entire mather into the realm of the
people’s axperionce, ond pute the flnal amen 4o the fact that the tims
for repentance is shors.

So far the emphasins has been on the evidence of huuman authorities.
Hothing hag been sald of divine authority, or of God as an authority,
which for the Christian is the ultimate authority. In the very thems
of tho mssoage, "God Says, 'Hurry!'®, the listener is mads to confront
God Himself. Six timss throughout the ssrmon, God. is definitely callsd
upon as en authority in such torms as "God says” or "the Loxd tells us,”
not $o mention the numerousg Scripture passapges which are the Word of
God. If anything puts finality to the purpose of the mI388Z9 it is the
fact that Cod seays it.

Thus, taking into consideretion the appsal to rezson alons, the ser-
mon 1z powerfully persuasive. Thero are at least thirty-ssven instances
of rational appeals vhich are carefully imterwoven in the thirty-anins
varagraphs of the text.

"God Seys, 'Huxryi'" is, fwrthormore, outstanding from the use of
appeals to men's universal drives and desires. Fourteen paragraphs al-
Inde guite dirvectly to the desire for self-preservation, the sitrongest
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dwive of all. Although these appeals to solif-pressrwaition axw found
throughont the cemmon, thoy comy to o climmx ebout the middle vhen Dr.
Mador apoln of the advanse of atheistic commmica and the imponding
sali-dogtrustion of the world, Ths following iliustrations of the appsal
%o solf-prosorvation are typical:
L wo are to holp rosow this gwmeration for Christ and from chaos;
for God's bonalistion and from mon's bacterdal bombardmont, 1P we
wan® o avold the atomic dsetzustion of a third world war, wo must

use o v accoloration in smeading the salwabion msmgaﬁ

Again God says, “"Humwyl® bocsuse of the screaming supsr-amihilation
which may soon confront us.!

The moot amesting mesentation of an appoal o thls driwe is not ia the
printed sgxmon, bub in the meom:mgi

Vo axe zx&ﬁ agkking you 4o think over ani sometime later o lot us

inow what you will do ebout 1t3 but for the geley of your goul end

ite salvatlon wo do plsad: Volcoms the Sevior into your heart now.

Not only doss {ho soraon have groat appsal to the motivo of self-
mwsorvation, bub it 81so conteins twlve prragraphs vhore the appeal
w0 the alfeotions is quite olearly evident. Appeals %o the affections
are basionlly eppenls ©o the love of Chaist and are iz ossonce the Gospel
appoal, They permoats the sewaon anél form a'mm_arful climax toward tho
consluaion, The Tfollowing pussagns woll ﬂmmts the eppsal to the
affoctlons: |

Want wvondrous lowe that Chrdst conds this msoeage o you as Ho di-

Mo0ts us, "Go guickly and tell my faithlsas fo ¥: In Mo there
iz pardon for your oins end prace for your soul.”

GI‘bida, Pe 188,
TM'I De 155,

e&i&o, Be 202,
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belloving that your loving and living Savior has forever atonsd for

all your elos, you can bo wholly His, without any inbsrmediary to

pload your cause .9

Othor recognizable appsals to basic drives are there, too. Thowve is
onz appeal to roputation ln vhich Dp, Maler pointed oubt how Chlstlenity
hag olpvated the plase of woman., Au appsal o power ig seon in the state-
wnt that in Chrdst people have victory and pover over soyrow ani suf-
Poring, lonolineus and losié, darknoes and dlseass, hoyror and hell, death
and dsmmation., Altogethsr, this makes a total of twonby-elght instancses
in which Dy, Malew clearly employed appsal to ths emotions. This is
powmeriul preaching hecause 1L veachss The common and wmiversal feelings
in the hearts of all poopls.

Howwvor, the sermon 18 not overly seuntimonial. %This is supported
by the fect that only thewe times reference 1s mads to tho bloof}. of Christ.
Thsy following exprossions are used: "hlood gtained cross . . . The
Sagior shed Hig blood . . . your sing have boon washod sway in Hiso
blood.” Thors amo many othsy emotion-packed words, however, which holp
to arouse the llstousr to bolief end actlon. Awmong them eve such dyna-
mic terms az "doomsd . . . Buffering . o . crucified ., . . love . . .
gacrifice . . . Pearfilled . . ., decelving . . . vesousd . . . Sobbing
» « +» bitter, and bloody, end brutal . . . darkmess . . . disease . . .
horror . . o hell . . . lomeliness . . . hatved . . . lust . . . crushsd
s « o Burrender” end many more.

Swiftnese end speed charecterize the emotional tone of the sermon.
The word "hurry" is used thirteen times; “"quickly,” fourteen times;
"mrry! Go quickly end tell,” Pour times. The sermon thems, either in

91p1d., p. 205.
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oxact woixl or paraphrase, 18 repeeated sixz times, which veally helps to
put theo mosmage into mobtion, This is not oven to mention other words
such ag "haste : « - speod ., . . accoleration .. . instentavesous . . .
yun . . . now" and others which all halp %o emotionally erouse tho hear-
er to the realization that the time 1e short and the momsnt for repent-

ance and falth is now.

Decinion

The sgewmon 18 very offective in malking people choose one of two
possibls courses of 'aaliqf and action. Faith in Christ is made most
desirable, and unboliel extremsly undesirable. This emphasis of de-
sirable and undesirable contrasis le clearly apparent throughout the
thirty-nine paragraphs. In fact, i% is s0 evident that one can almost
outline the conflicting propositions. The characteristics of being with-
out Chyist are: elavery of women; immorality; fear of dengor; suffering
and dsath; advance of atheistic communism; destructiom of the world;
Judgmsnt of God and the horwoy of hell. In ebsolute contrast, on the
other hand, the characteristics of boing with Christ are: woman suf-
frage; moral strength; joy im dengor, suffering and death; halt of athe-
istic communien; world poace; forglvensss of sins »ané. the joy of heaven.

In the Pinal analysic the listensr really has no choice, because
all the desirable characteristics of beling with Christ serve his longing
for self«intaresta‘ Tho undesirable is made 80 undesirable and the de-
sirabls 80 desirable that there y98lly is no altermative except to hmrry
to Christ: The most concrote example of the remdition of contrasiing
ideas 18 this: "Only thvough Him, the Prince of Peace, can men find joy

instead of Joalousy, beauty vather than p1fdshed, grace and peace in
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plece of grief end punishment."10
Indsed, Dr. Maler was also skilled in the use of conflicting ideas,

which added mmch to the porsuwasive power of his presching.
Sugageotion

"God Says, 'Hurryl'"™ is charactorized by both indirect and direct
suggestlon. As is quite natural in any sermon, the mass of the material
is indirect sugaestion; so the findings here take no exceptionm to this
mlo. Dr. Maisr made excellent use of social suggestion, which is one
of the most powerful forms of indirect suggsstion. Ths seventeen in-
stances whore auvthoritles are cited, help to suggest in a2 vexry positive
way that now i1s the time to come to Christ. The four porscnal testi=~
monies to tho faith of the Redeemsr are powesrful factors in suggesting
the valus of faith in Christ to the listemor. All of these have been
mantioned before in the consideration of appsals Lo rsasom. No doubt,
the testimony of the Air Force lieutenant, in a most striking way, serves
%0 Bend the Blmmer to Christ In an age of unrest and fear. His words
to his paveats were: %I go without fear, trusting in my Loxd Jesus
Christ. If I em taken do not mouxn, for I will be with my Savior, wait-
ing for you in heaven."ll I% is mt-.amsting to note that Dr. Maier did
not cite his own personal veligious expsrience to suggest repsntance and
faith to others. However, it must be stated, that his own falth so

clearly underlies the entire mossage, that it is not necessary to say

10114, , p. 198.
lria., p. 203.
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directly what tho Gospel has dons for him. This i1s self-evident.,

The oratorical question i another form of lndirect suggestion which
adds to tho persuwasivenssa of the sermon., Twenity~two questilons are
scattered throughout the sermon. The hest grouping of questions seems
to ba toward the sulmination of a painful section of law when Dr. Maler
wanted his audience %o realize the ubter evil of psople and mations with-
out Christ. He asked: "Is there nothing, you ask, which can prevent this
mowing down of the masses? Will the nations not bs sans enough to refrain
fron suleldal struggle? Will they not amewe to abandon this devilish
deatruetion?™® The answer to these questions, of course, is negative;
and 1t is then that Dr. Maler procesdsd to show that the only hope for
the world is in Jesus Christ, This is a dynamle trensition,

Furthermore, Dr. Maler did not lsave his andience without chal-
lenge, vwhich is also a typo of indirect suggestion. Already in the in-
troduction he presented & challenge to his listeners:

If wo are to help mescus this genmeration for Chriet and from

chaog, for God's bemediction and from men's bacterdial bombardment;

if wo want to avoid the etomic destruction of a third world war,
vo mst use a new acceleration in spreading the salvation mgsags .13

He wanted his listeners to feel with him and have a part in this msscue
of the world. Thus ho had a particular challenge to American laymen and
Preachors:

Amorican laymen, this is your hour to arise in defense of Christ's
Church, and if you will publicly testify to the Son of God, you can
greatly help your country meet this crisis., FPreachers in Americe,
this 18 the time for the quickest and widest possible spread of the

ml'bﬁ., P. 1980
13_I_b_1'§-c, De 1880
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@00d. news proclaiming grace in Jesus.ld
In another instence, Christian cltizens are challenged to get to work
and call a legal halt to thg rampoage of divorce. In spite of the fact,
that ’aﬂmx%:: ayo only three oscasions where the element of challenge is
clearly presented, 1ts toms underlies almost every sentense, especially
imporative senbeonces,

Dirset suggestion, or the use of impsratives, ic also carefully
employed. Wot including the theme, which is also a command, there are
saventesn Impsrative sentgncea in the sermon, many of which are bheautl-
fully capsuled in the closing paragraph of the first section and in the
conclusion, TFifteen of the commands are positive in nature which adds

o their persuvasive character, All the commands ere shors, brisk state-

ments, thus contributing mmch to the force of the sermon.

The conclusion offers the best example in the use of persuasive
Imperatives. Making his Pinal appeel to coms to Christ, Dr. Maier used
Pive short commands in rapld succession, the l2st of which is the ser-
mon thome: "Welcoms the Savior into your heart now! Make haste to ths
living Iord! BRua, as Petor did, toc your risen Redeemer! Come quickly to
the conguering Christ and be blessed forever! God says, 'Hurryi'"l?
After this the Holy épirit is iavoked to glve strength and power for
what hae been directly suggested. This is theologicel preaching and

positive persuasion.

In short, there ave sixty-three instances whore suggestion le

1p1a., p. 201,
151pia., p. 205.
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employed by means of testlmonies, anthorities, questions, chalisnges and
imporatives., In most cases this doos not even count supporting sentences
which add %o the dovelopment of the sugzestion. With nearly two sugges-
tions powy pavagraph, the sermon must have made a ‘remendous impact on

the mind and heart of the aundience.
Introdustion and Conclusion

The introduction in the priunted sermon is five paragraphs 'long.
This is uwnusually long for a radio sermon, although the long introduction
doss serve a very fine purpose. The global listening audisnce 1s com-
monded for auch wido yosponse to "Bringing Chrlist to the Fations.® The
fact that nearly one hundwved thousand letters weore received in three
weeks from a hundred different countries is presenied as proof thai the
message has the answer to the moeds of all people. Every listeuner fiis
dnto at least one of the Pollowing catsgories:

by listeners on the highest and lowest levels of humen socleoty,

by widely kmowa scholars and plain people who othsrwise wirite in-

_frequently ’ T?y State governors and doomed men in pem%entiari?‘g 2

by eagey, active young peoplo, and lonsly older folks . . . .
Then ailor a few conmonts are made on tho power and speed of radio in
oextending Christ's Kinglom, the themo of the serxmon and the toxts are
introduced.

The introduction seems & bit laborious, especially in getiing and
holding sttention, oven though there ere certain persuasive factors im 1%,
A% this point it is woll to note that the iwoorded sermon begins with a

one sentence quick attention-getter. After Dr. Maier amazingly announces

61p14., p. 197.
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that the words which he 18 spealting ave cerried around the world by
shorb-wave in only ons-seventh of a socond, ho proceeds imediately to
introduce the thomo and toxt of the sermon.
The comelusion 18 porsuesively idesl, brlef, eni to the point.
In & seontonce tho content of the message is swmerized., ATter seoveral
vointed plsas to accept the Savior now, the help of tho Holy Spirit is

gimply invokad,
Tay and Gospal

Most unigque aebout the factors of porsvasion in "God Says, tHurzyi®”
is the powmoating declaratlon of Iaw and Gospsl. Theio can bo no doubt
that the pereunsive proaching of the Law and CGospsl was Dy. Maler's
main ooncein.

The Taw 1s forcefully ussd to bring the listoner o A sonse of need
for God, Tho sermon is packed with surface symptome close to contempo-
rary human experlence whlch sorves to point out mante helplessness in a
practical way. HNinocteon of the thirty-nine paragraphs carry prosenia-
tions of sin, especially ite surface symptoms, thue aleriing the hearer
4o big besic moed Tor God. Ammng the surface symptomo aye human sufier-
ing, imwmlity of womsn, the roign of commmism, the brutality and hat-
vod of tho nations, lack of proyer and repsmtance, slumbering of chuxch
membars, unbollef, blaspheomy, godless 1ife, fear, accilents, aad death.
The four most extonsively and vividly described are the lmmorallty of
many Amprlcan women, ths terrorizing edvance of commmiem, the brutality
and hatred of the mations which will result in the self-destruction of
ths world, and the traensient character of this life in view of accidonts

Y T ey T




and death 1taslf.

Dr. Maler also helped the listensr to ponder the underlying malady
of sin, thus leaving the listensy with & feeling of utter hopolessnese
and helplessnsss without God and Christ. There is no hope in human
goodness. This is well 1llustrated ia the following passages:

a death conguering God for s dying world.lT

Will the natlione not be sane enough to reofraln from a suicidal

strugzla? Will they not agroe to abandon this devlilish destrustion?

Hol! The numan heart is so brutal and hate-Tllled that 1t deliber-

ately seoks the worst and wident means of massacre.

We who bow beforw Him kaow that only Hs, but surely Hs, can turn

the mortal mind from hatred to compassion, for lust %o love. Only

e can maks us now cxeaturss in Chrisst.

There iz somothing in the entirs sermon which makes man feel his ompti-
nees. Sin is pietured as an overwhelming force moving in on every side,
crushing the human heart. Such a preaching of the Law as the Tollowing,
which makes man'e stand before God impossible, surely vrepares the sin-
Y %o recaive the cwoet (ospol:

Are you weedy to meet your God? Not without Christ and the assur-

ance that your sins have boen washed away in his blood! When your

last hour comss, self-confldence, reliance on momy, trust in your

own intelligence, your own ebility will venlsh. 20

The Gospel appeals in this sermon are really astounding. Similar
to the law, the Gospel is not confinsd to one particular sectiom, but it

Pormeates the entire sermon. Twenity-four paragraphs involve the Gospel,

17M-, Pa 193.
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or at least close association with 1t in word or phrase, thus getting
people to ponder the great fact of redemption. Fourteen of these con-
tain reforences to the suffering and doath of Christ. Of course, the
entire Gospsl memsags is not always fully stated in so many words, bub
it ie swrely implled in such expressions as "blood stained cross . . .
the erucitied Savior . . . ths Savior shsd his blood . . . His 1ife &
paymant for your guilt." Twenty-ons paragrephs contaln resurrection
refeorences. Again, the entlve resurrection message 1s not always pro-
claimsd, bubt 41t is inferred in such phrases as "living Savior . . . risen
Rodoemar . . . ompLty £rave . . . dostroyer of dsath.” The accent of the
regsurrectlon in this sermon 18, no doubt, dus to the text and the fect
that 1t was preached on the Sunday afier Easter.

In a certain senso, the message of the Cross and the Resurrection
are not Gospsl at all, until they are sanounced as benefiting people.
However, thie can he wather flexible , 8ince for some people the simple
word "Jesus,” cen open up ell the avenues for Gozpsl meditation. HNever-
tholess, in onder 4o make this Gospsl absolutely clear, there are at
lsast nine paragraphs with distinct and besutiful i'efemncee of forgive-
ness and atorement. These are S0 arresting that they bear quoting:

We must hurry to spreed the message of full and free forgivensss
in Jesus.2l '

He may not remember you with the reward of earthly prosperity; but
He can give you privileges which momey cammot buy, the calm of psace,
the joy of reconciliation with your heavenly Father, the strength

of trusting faith.2?

2l1pid., p. 188.
22Tpid., p. 191.
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In how many hidden dangors Ho hes rescued youl How often Ho hes
twamod unseen porils from your pathl Iow fmgusuﬂy B nos kept
the ohedow of death from desconding upon youl=3

Thls chows that uo watlier how hittor and drutal and blood the
battle of your life may VLo, the Dostroyer of Death lives to put the
Zoos of your falth to Might. to comfort you in affliciion, otreng-
then you in woukness, fortify you agaiust tempiation, provide for
all nsedsn. protect you in overy dsnger, and doliver you from evil

¢ o o o Decanso the Son of God lives, the eternal victory over sor-
rogy and sufforing, lonwlinsas, daxicwss snd disease, death and
dammation, howror and hell, is yours peraomally, yours certalnly,
yours eberanily, onte you ere His In humble contrits f&’.thagh

Yo who boy before Him lmow that only Ho, bul swrely He, can twm

the mowtal nlad from hatred 4o compassion, from lust to love., Only ‘

In cun ke us naw croatures in Chrilet; only M oan LRI the
promise; "A pow hoark . . . will T give yom."@0

tell Aworice the rossape of merey and might, the promise of ;u.rﬂ.m
and peecoe In the cruclifled but victoriously zlsen Redsemaricl

Today, too, Josus is caliing you, the onco faithfnl, btut now
throvgh unbelief; blasphemy, godluse 1ife, and willful simning de~
nying youy Sevier, The came Son of God meady %o forgive Petey

o o« o« OLgerly pleads for your ropontance and retwern. What wone-
droas love that Chvilst conds this messags to you az Ho divects us,
G0 quickly and t211" My falthless follower: In Mo there 1s paxdon
for your ains and pesce for your souli® , . . Yot Christ the tzus
Sarior, the only Savior, took sway all youwr transgressions, transe-
ferved them to Himsal?, cloansed you from thelr curse, and gave you
Rla reswrection ag & {ivine guarentos of eternal ZlOXY + o o o
Though our Tord made His life a peyment for your guilt, His body
434 aot decay, bui He crose ogpin, s tho Baster vietory testifies.
¥e lives more certeinly then you and I live; as the oternal Ramson
Por overy pin and for every sinmer, your own perscunl Deliverer.27

dxe you ready Yo moot your God? Not without Cludst and the assur-
auge that your sing bave bsen washed awsy im Mis blood .20

m-; P 1910
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Wheraver you axe and vhoover you are, the Son of God can be yours

from this momont on. You yourself can approach the Redeemor, who

has promised, "Him that cometh to Mg I will in no wise cast out,"

and belleoving that your loving and living Sevior has forever atonsd

Por your sing, you can bo wholly His, without any intermsdiary %o

plosd your causs .2

It ig worthy to observe that these proclamstions of Gospsl are well
gpaced, Every fow pages of ths printed sermon the way of salvation is
made cleoar, This is excollont parsuasive preaching because it also in-
volved & cortain amount of yrepotition, which healps to cemont the wonder-
ful fact of the redomption in the hearer's mind and hsaxt.

The following graph is an abttempt to illustrate the careful spacing

of elesar Gospal proglammitions in variocus parts of the seruon,

TABLE 1

CLEAR PROCLAMATIONS OF GOSFPEL

Paragraph ¥ 4 10 AS L0 25 30 LU )

iE

It 1s nocessary, too; to show the gomeral distribution of Law and

Gospel by moans of another graph. Here Law and Gospol elemsnts are In-
cluded which axe not 8o vivid and clsar as the previous demonstration,
ot these paragrephs surely do present the pleture of the Iaw and Gospel
to the mind of the hearer., It is intevesting to observe hore that some
paragraphs contain both Law and Gospel, soms only Gospel and somo only
Lew; and occasionally there ae blocks of psregrephs inoluding Law and
blocks including Gospel. Having several paragraphs of Law or Gospal

in succession, as tho case may be, Strengthens its impast tremsndously.

®9m14., p. 205.
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Although thors sooms to Do no gsot pattern for the distribdution of Law
and Gospel, onz fact is known, and that is that Law and Gospol permeate

the entire seormon.
TABIE 2
DISTRIBUTION (O LAW AND GOSPEL 1IN THE PRIWIED SERMON

Paragraph 7_ | ‘ s ,go 36 a8 37
- TN 7 i
et |1 ] e 0 | 1] (W1 R J

This constant repetition of Law end Gospel elemsmis is poweriul

porsuazive preaching. The heaver can mnever got awey from the fact that
ke noods God, and that God ie the answer to this need. It is simply
heamored hous.

Although ell the modes of the atonementdV are roprosented at least
once in tho sermon, the uwore frequent rei’ezénces are found to Jesus aas
a sacyifice for our eine and ag a deliverer or shield from judgment and
death, The formar centers about the eccent of the Crose, the latter on
the Resuyrection, The greatest stress is on Christ as saorifice end xen~
som for the forglveness of sins. There are flve dlstinct relerences to
this mods of atonsment. It is not unmsual that the sermon should have
this accent, since Dr. Maler specielized in 01d Testament interpretation
in vhich the sacrificilal systom igs so dominant. There are three rofor-
oncos to Christ as shield and delivever from judgment and wrath, The

30gupra, p. 37.
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atomemont is also pletured as life in place of death, as roconciliation
to God, o8 peace through death, emd as the gift of the Holy Splrit
through the redsmption.

A word must be sald about the Christocentricity of the ssrmon.
Josus Chrlst is really the hoart and core of 1t. Ninoty-five times the
sacond pewson of the God-head is montioned in such torms es "Josus . . .
Christ o « . Rodoomdr . + . Bom of God . . . Doliverer , » « Ioxd . . .
Master . » o Tho Crugified . . . Everlasting Friend . . . Destroyer of
Death . . . Prince of Poace . . . Ramsom . . . and Companion.” On the
avorage this would be nearly three times per paragraph. God the Father
is mentlomed thirty-one times, ani the Holy Spirit only three times.
Dr. Maler makes 1t absolutely clear that the only accese to God is
through Josug Christ.

Suwamary

From the exanination of the eleuwsnts of contant alons, 1t is no
wonder that & seymon lile thie should have such gripping effect on a
Ueatoning andience. It appeals to"both mind and fooling, to hody and
soul, TIn thirty-nine paragraphs, granting that somd appsals are repeti-
tious, thero are at least thirity-seven appeals to roason; twenky-eight

eppoals to the emotions, fourtesn of which are appeals to self-preservetion,

the strongest motive of all. Tho sermon moves along with spesd., AL least
thirty~one times words are employed which characterize rapid movement.
The sermon confronts the listoner with the terrible undesirebllity of
boing without Christ, but the beauty of being with Him., Thexo are at
least twenty-ome appeals to tho strongest type of indirect suggestion,
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soolal sugeomtion, some of which axe also appsals 0 reason as mentloned
before. Twenty-two questions and three challenges vigorously suggest
the preachor’s intention to the audience. Seventeen lumpsretives give
the final push to the sermom and Intensify 1t. Although the introduc-
tlon is too long, 1t sowves the purpose of uniting the auvdience. The
conclusion ie ideal., Taw and C'eos;._ael pormoate the sermon from beginpiug
to end. Nineteon of the thirty-nine pawagraphs have presentations of
Loy and 1%s dlegnosis of sin, making the listensr feel his uiter help-
lossness, Twonty-four paragraphe involve the procious Gospsl, aime of |
vhich are clear presentations of the way of life, vhich in 1tself would
maks the sermon vitally porsuasive. Surely it is true that from the
viewpoint of content alone, the ssrmon is execitingly persuasive; and
Dy, Maier, Imowingly or unknowingly, used many of theo most poweriui
mathods of persuasion. The really remarkable fact ie that the factors

of persuasion pervads the whols sermon.
Devices of Style
Ropotition

Much has already been inferved concerning the use of repetition in
"God Says, 'Hurryl'". The fact that the elements of Law andi Gospel axe
ropeated so often, really drives h;:rme the fact of sin and grace. The
fact that Jesus Christ is repeated ninety-five timss helps to make it
a Christosentric sormon. The fact that twenty-seven Bibls passages or
varts of them--only two from the 013 Testament--arxe quoted, points cut
that this is a Bible sermon,

_Be that as it may, repstition should comcern itself primarily with
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the toxt and theme of the sermon. In "God Says, 'Hurry!'® the eniire
toxt 18 dquoted only onco; and that not bofore the Sermon, btub in the
introduction. Parite of the texbt, howewver, are repesisd thirteon times,
all of which emphasize the fact that 1t is high tims to hurry for end
to Chriet. The thems iteold, "God Says, 'Hurryl'",or & wory close
paraphrase of 1%, iz ropoated sixz times. Thore can be no doubt theth
"Gold Seyn, 'Hurryl'" was somevhat of & slogan which psnstrated the heerer
10 belief and action and becamw & part of his memory.

It should be noted Hoo thet thess repetitions ave not only in oms
part of the mermon, They are spread th.mug,‘hou’r.v et intervals, and thus
they axo a uwost powerful elewsnt in persussion. Ths hearer is simply
bownd o come gquickly to Christ. Xopscially since tho theme is vepsated
with utbor Dinality a8 ths second lest ocentence of the sormon, does 1t
syeats a lashing ‘uprossion.

One of the best examples of ¢ffective repetition in ons peragraph
i ovident in etatements asserting that thors are cnly four yeers left
before the naticas will destroy sach other. Dr. Maler wmrned:

1585 then Pour full years remain befors we may be overtaken by dsves

station .« . » less than Poux yeoars loft befors American cltiecs and

towns can be attecked by robot plsues . . . less than four years in
whlch & war can hreak . . . loas than four years before & giobal
strugsle may BOgln « « o oOF

With four pepetitions In succession, ths yoar 1932 surely beglns to stand

oub in the mind of the andience as the year of crisis,

311big,, p. 297,




Vaxioty

From the viewpolut of sontenco end paragraph strusture elono,
there is consifderebls verlety in thie cormon. Differsnt typas of sene
tences maks the sormon excliting. It contains 159 dsclarative sentences,
twonty-two indsrrogativo eentences, thirty-four exclamatory sentences,
and goventoon imporotive sentences. There ie extrens variety in the
length of sonbtences, too, The longsst sentence is seventy-five words
and the ghortest is only one word.

Paragraphs elso vary in length from four iines to forty-five linss.
The sexmon hag conglderable variety in the four basic aweas in which pso-
ple are interosted: poople, human wanits, astivity, and conflict. Human
intorest in pooplo is satisfied by Mary and Petor as proseunted in ths
toxt, by powrsonal testimonies of poople, by the evidense of authorities,
and by somo illvstrations. The intorest in hwmen wants is gratified by
mmerous appeals Lo self-pressrvation and affection. Interest Im acti-
vity is observed by the mapy challomgys to repentance, while interest
in conflict is answored by the prosentation of problems concerning im-
morallty, athoiatic commmien, and hatred of natlons, The bulk of im-
torest content in this sermon scems to center in peopls, which makes i%
TRYy appealing.

Ths following chart is a rathsr subjsctive attesupt to show by para-
graphs the variety in interest content:
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It 1o ovident that there ls good variety in conbont metoriel, not
o mention the different woys this waterial is wiaited, Thore 18 oob
o0 muoh vaxdehy in thoe guality of the comtonts, howsver, cluge vhere
is acvthing wwsing, sativicel, or comical in i%, Thy viole somon is
wrrlbly vowlous, grim, varwsi, forvont, reverent, and choeking,

Guite excolient uwse 1o mado of tho apponl o emwhional moods of

Dleoananimpse and wapleasanbnoss which axe the Jecoling respomses o vari-

ous yresenbtations. Tims Chose mooids should bo caused Yo change guits
often Blase Both law, waich should creato & ool of wploasentness, end
Gospel, whilch shouli creats a maod of ploasantness, pormoato the eantirw
Bormon, This glves. ths listonsy a constant up and down feeling which is
benaficdal in lwiplag hin to hold atbentiocn o the mossage and thus be
Persuadod to bollef and action by it.

Consreteonnsy

It i3 quite amaglag that e man 1like Dr., Maler with sush tremendous
montal ability ussd mostly oo end two syllablo words in the sermon,
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There are ovcasions when three or more syllable worde ars used, but these
are rerw. The sermon has some scilentific terms, bub with explanation.
Thie is illustevated in the following pessage: "botulism (food poisoning),
pelttecosis (parrot disease), imlaremia (rebbit fever) . . . ."32 The
vords menitionsd above and thelr meanings ars entirely omitted in the ser-
mon recording.

This sermon shows that Dr. Mailer was a master at using, not only
simple, buit also specific and concrets words. Espeeislly three instances
of this are worth noting:

A1l the authors of wso-called new faiths cennot hringz your soul a
small sixtesnth of an inch closer to the Almighty.33

Those who figure on an eleventh~hour repentance oftsn die at nins-
Pifteon.3%

T3 be rescuad Trom cuch ruin give yourself %o the Savior this Sun-

day, not next; teday, not tomorrow; this very hour, not lats after

midnight; aow, wight in yowr own homs, or your hotel, in automobiles,

epseding trains, oy swift air planes, in sick rooms or hospitals,

in public institutions oy prisons! VWherever you are and whosver

you zre, the Son of God can be yours from this moment on.35

Theological terms exe used at a minimum, Words like reconciliation,
repentance, redemption, and salvation are ussd sparingly. Justification
and sanctification are not used at all. The word Gospel is used only
five times,

Sentences are not as brief as desirable for good radio preaching.

The averager gentence length soems to be about thirty to thirty-five words.

3ria., p. 197.
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Tho thosls writer mwoalls that Harrlet Sclwonk epolm of o “Hhirty-two
word Malow sentonme.”

“God Says, ‘Huwwryl®" bears a ceoriain directnons which simply come
pels the listenew o confront the message. It 19 so direetly prosented
that uo doubt is sl in the heaxer's mind that Gold is talking directly
to him tloough Dr, Maler., Although Dp. Maler tried to ostablish commom
grownil botwen hin and hio auliense through the use of the f£irst person
plural, “"wo . . . us," b dofinitely placed & groater cuphasis on the
gotond poracn, aingular and plaral, “you." In fact, oo advantame of
ualng the word “rou® iz the factk that the hoarer com apply it diwvectly
to hiwmasl?; even though the proschsy may be thinking in torms of the
plvyal, “Cod Seym, 'Hurpyit” has thivty-seven "you' sontonces, and
olghteon "w" sentonves, Comsiwio directonss rvelly combtributes o the
persuasive power of this sormon, for on the avorage the individual lise
temor 1o dlzectly cuufronted msarly once per paregmanhk,

Ilweteationn, too, soxvo %o olarify the sermm ond add to its por-
masive soers Not counting the paracnmal teatimonios and the evidenes
of aunthoriticn, thore axw #ix illunstrations, Four ave Riblicel illuse

$loma; two axo from tho 014 Tostamsnt end wo, fron e New Tostamnt.
Tho 214 Tostoment 1linstratlions aye of Hinoveh and Sodon and Gomowral,
Thay axe mmsenied 98 an inlnconsnt 4o ropentence end falih. The Fow
Tostamont illustsations comsern Maxy end Peter, who awe also involved in
the toxt, Thoy am pruvsented as goold exmples to follow, Then thore is
ono combomporary 1llustretion end one historical.

One of the most fascinating obsorvations in this soxmon is Dw.
Maler'n exlonsive use of elllitoration, Thore avo no lens them TiITyy-two
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instances of this figure of spsech. It is well to 1llustrate soms of |
thege: .

crushing crusliies of the cross . . .30

gripped by gloom, dazed and desperate over the crims at Calvary . .. 37
bitter and bratel and bloody . . .30

the J)estro;va§90f Death lives to put the £oo8 of your faith 4o

tho eoternal victory over soxrow and suffering, lonelinsses and losse,
darimese and diseass, death and daswmation, horrow and hell ., . A0

Joy instead of Jealousy, beauty rather than bloodehsd, grace and
peace in place of griof and punishment . . .41

Such alliteration gives rhythn and beauty to the sermon, attracts the

attontion of the listener, and fastens the phrase to his mewory. This is

good persuasion. !
In concluding thie discussion on devices of style in Dr. Maier's
sermon, "God Saye, 'Hurry!'", we see that the factors of successful
parsuasion are extensively employed. The continuous repstition of Law
and CGospel elomonts and themo and text alome are sufficient to morit
that statement. Variety in sentence and paragraph struct_mre, in content,
and in mood add to make the sormon persussively exciting. Simplicity,
clarity, and directnoss maks the listensr feel that ho is persomally

361_1)_:1._@., P. 192,
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being confronted with the Goopol mossage. And elliteration adds the
touch of flowlng beaubty. It is no 1ittle wonder that Dr. Maler's mor-

mons were £0 appeallng o poople and so powerfully persuasive,
Technlques of Delivery

The writer of ths theosis was fortunate to obtain the original manu-
soript of "God Saye, 'Huwrry!i'" and also a transcribsd recoriing of it.
The origlaal manuscrlipt is basically the sams as the printed sermon with
the excoption of & few additions, omissions, and word changss. There is
ono eignificant change. In the originel scripi there is e whole para-
graph, omitted in the prlated sexmon, inviting the svdience to learn
more about Chiist thyvuzh the radilo Blble course and by help from other
Lutheran pastors. The transcribed recording, in epito of the fact that
it 1, porhaps, & Hit moro general in nmature because of its preparation
for en international eudienco, novertheless, should sexve Jjust as woll
ag the original rocoxling in presemtiag a picture of Dx. Maler's dy-
vanic delivery.

Omissions and Additions

Dr, Maler did not attompt to preach all of the twenbty-four page
doublo-spacod originel manuseript. Bracketed phrases, sontonces, and
paragraphs are evident throughout the sermon, which could easlly be
onitted.,

Ono of the most astounding omissions is tho firet two paragraphs of
the introdustion, which in the printed page contains detalled facts on
ths progress of the Iathexen Hour. Dr. Maler added & few words to ome
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printed contonce and thus boglos with only an wmsusl stiention-gtting
sentonco. Ho aatounis his audienve with this fast: "Iy the marvel of
broadeasiing, ths words which we speak ars cayried avound the whole
world by short wvave in cnly ome~meventh of 2 cocond.” After an oxclama-
tion of thankfulnoss $o God for thie, he provesds 4o intwvoduse the thews
and tho text,

Another large sectlon consisting of six paragwaphs vhich 4s omit-
tod somulists of an elaborats discourse on peyallels bobtwoen Mary Mag-
daleno and the lwsoralily of Amerlcen women today. Thon an enbire para-
graph in omitbod in vwhish I spokw of cowrage in humen suffering. It
is easy Lo note that Dr. Maleor was comstantly racing oa o got to his
wmain point.

Tho next big oniseiom 1o & paragrayh goatalanlng sem of the evidente
of aunthowition, io vwhich e tried to show that the tims was short. Only
the wmost important ones aro picksed out., The next significant pavas
graph vhich is omitted has fancunsed chureh members for boing indifferent
%o Boripture. Then thave pevsomal testimonies comslzting of three pare-
graphs aye left out, Tweolve fall persgyephs are amitded, not to mentlon
thw lswge rember of sentences in othexv.

Al of these cm‘.mm& ave exiranscus and moatly illustxative mad-
eriel, not moccsearlly commsobsd with the main thems of the sermon. Tims
noarly half of the printed sermon is omiitted., Rssentially this does
not afleoct the factomofpamiﬁnagthoymﬁm in the printed sex-
mon, Blace 1% has boon doterained that they ponstrats or pormeate the
ontire sormom, Thus @ good balance of ppmaivo factors yemain,




TABLE 4
MAJOR OMISSIONS AND ADDITIONS IN THE PREACHED SERMON

Paragraphe , s s Vs 20 F2d J0

L

Thore seems %o be no definite patiern as o which material is laft

A 37

Omigsions

Additions

ont, In this case all four perscusl testimonics ave omitted, nine ovie
dsneces of suthoritles, one illustration, and one conbteomporary applica-
tion, not too clomely related with the thems, however. Tha other
omlgeions are minowy. ‘

Of necoseity several of the Gospesl proclemations ars also laoft ouf,
but the bost ones stlll remsin., Twenty-three Bibls pessages or fragments
are left. The most Important material hag not been discaxded. The care-
ful omission of much of the material In no way takes away from the
strength of the meassags but makes it so much morxe direct and powerful.

Tho table below pointe out that basically there is 1ittle difference
in Taw and Cospol presontation beotwoon the printed sermon and the record-
ed sormon., Hare, too, both Iaw and CGospel pervade it. Because the ser-
mon ia ghorter, however, thewe is greater intensitjr. It is quite safe %o

agsume that the other factors of persuasion follow & similar pettera, too.

TABLE 5

DISTRIBUTION OF LAY AND GOSPEL IN THE SERMON RECORDING

Gogpsl
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It is also interesting to note certain little additions in the mer-
mon yocording., That Dr. Maler was not & slave to his manmuscript is
showa by the fact that occasionally words aye inserted, words iikes
"because . . . Indeed . . . BeO . . . 1f . . . 20d now." Thyee times
he put the word "now” at the boginning of a new pareagreph. His wholse
heart and soul was in what he was telling his avdience. He lost himseld,
not so much in the words of the script, as in 1ts feeling and inspiration.

Three timss there are evidences of lengthler oral additions to the
print. As wvas montioned before, in the introduction he edds the words
"by the marvel of ‘mmawlc;am‘;:’uyg;."l’2 In a}aother instance he adds the words
"muet come from heaven.," It is in this comnection: “owr only hops and
our last hops for preventing the most hideous destruction the world
hag ever scen, must comp from heaven and is ia Jesus C‘hr:lsi;."lﬁ In the

final adaptation, he adde bingo parties and gembling to the list of eard

parties, chicken dinmers, and entertaimmente on which church members

ought not %o center their enargies.“‘
Dalivexy

Theye is not really mmch that can be said about Dr. Maier's delivery
in this sermon that has not already been related by others in Chapter II.
Thus what follows shall morely be im the form of brief observations.

Sincerity and tho enthusiastic desire to commmicate the message

cheracterize his delivery in this sermon. His extrems intensity of volce .

%2114, , pp. 187£f.

43mp1a., p. 198.

hl.rbid.-, p. 200.
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end proaching rate give account of the fact that everyone mwt bo made
o hear the wonderful Cospol measage, end this quickly. He reslly lets
himself go in torrific carnostness from the begimming to the .war,y end.,
Hig talking glves the lmpression that he is really trying to reach you.
Contrary o most goed yalio spsakers, Dr. Maley speals with & high
pitched tenor voico.

The ormon bogins with extrems intensity of fecling, yet there ie

considerable variety in dolivery, too. I% is charactoristic of Dr.

Majer's preaching, in thie sermon at least, 4o begin ¢n & high level.
Then ho keops vworking up on the idez, by raising pitch eand volume, and
after ho hog hit one word with o tromendous emphosin, his intounsity
gradunlly doclines. Thon ag ho bogins & neow thought the sexw cycle is
veported. In almost every instanpe the words "hurry™ and "xun," which
boar the thems of the sermon,; axo the words vhich xeceive this tremsn-~
dous stxess.

A geals will help to illustrate his genoral mothod of delivery.

PABLE &
PATTERN OF DELIVERY

D D G b = b Sl - = -t oy ) b cow SN CED ED s S = -t e e e o) > e = a

The averags vate of Dr, Maler in this sermon is nmearly one hundred
end seventy words (eecond pavagraph showed rate of ninety-eight words in
thirty-Cive seconds) per mimute. The slowest end most delibermte lins
was the firet sontonce which was spoken at the vate of about one hundred
end 1ty words (Lwonty-five words in ten seconds) por mimute, for salm
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of emphasis., The xats in the conclusion was about 162 words (102
words in thirty-eight scconds) per nlnute. Thie polnts oud the fact
thet In aplte of Dr., Maiox's mapid delivery, be took adventags of the
moat orucial poinks Ia the sormon, tho introduction and conclusion,
in oxdar to strest a polnk.

Dr. Maler's delivery in thils sormon is chewscterized by prophetic
boldnoss. The Gozpsl is proclaimsd aes though there were only twenky
minutes laft 6o bring mlllions to Christ. That kind of delivery is
powerfully porsussive, for under it lies the terrific earnestness of a

dying man talking to dying men.

Tho Pevnonality of the Spsaker

"God Says, '"Hurryl'" was preached during the fifteonth season of
The Luthoran Hour. By this time Dr. Maler had alveady acquired mach
aunthority and prostigs. This probably accounta for many of the impera-
Bives 1o the seruon. Ho had =211 the gpalifications thatk an outstanding
and perevaslive preacher of tho CGospol mnet have: outstanding mentel
ebilitios, a dypamic love for God and paople, sincerity ond earmesituess,
ocroriholniag onthveisss for life, and an wncompromicing and cowregsons
"sray-.l‘5 Ahove all, his Goapsl preaching was vested with the authority
of God and. Christ.

He was = yoal leader, rising above his peopls in power of epsech, in
intonslty of feeling, and in fimeomoss of character, yoi fooling a part
of then. Thus ho proached not -at people, but for peopla. Yes, be preached

’45311 2 PP 7-190
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a8 though it wore & mattery of life and death, and 1t was. The lord
blessed his sermons and made them pﬁerful]g vorsuasive,

Tne mossag: and wethod of his dynamlc preaching is brdiefly but
beantifully sumnerlized in his own words addressed to Christian preoach-
ors in the sormon Just analyzed:

Proach the Bibile, pz;each ropentance, prsach redempbion in Jesus;

with all your heart, soul, mind, preach the Crogs, thse open grave,

the opsn hoaven, and the vichbory willl e ourfs.ls
Could 1% be, then, ‘that the mecret of Dr. Maler's persuasive power lay
in the siuple fact that he preached the dynamic CGospsl of God naturally

and in earnsst?

i
J

L

| 8

Ibid., ». 2CL,

)




CHAPTER V
COMMON FACTORS OF PERSUASION I FIFTEEN PRINTED SERMONS

Having carofully obsexved D, Malor's prolific use of the factors
of persuagion in the sermoe "Gold Says, 'Hurry!'®, w now procsed to see
vhothor o not othoy commons @lso heve sinilar pervusgsive charscterise
tlcs., This survoy exaniuation includes & total of fifteon sermons, the
Cirat elz of vhick are sormons of tho 1930's, preachod during thy Depros-
sion ani before World Wop II; and the remeining nins of vhich are sermons
of tho 1940's, procched during the Wer and afteor, till ths %ime of Dr.
Malerts death, It is woll to note tho titlse of thess sermons:

1. To Whom Shall We Go?

2. VWhy Thaniksgiving?

3. Screaming Sin end Fathomloss Favor

%. Back to Bible Truthl

5. All Lifo from God

6. ‘The Last Cry from the Cross

T. Who Is This Jesus?

8., Are You a Soldier of the Cross?

9. -Aze You Thamkful to Clrist?

10. The Price Christ Pald for You

1l. Bo Born Again ia Christ!

12, Christ, Come into Our Homol

13. Alliance with God--Not witk the Godless!
14, God Says, 'Huxryl!

15, Hsaven's Iove Lies in tho Manger
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Thore are porsuagive faoctors coumon ¢o all fifteon sermons, although
not elways in 1ike dogree. Those factors are chiefly considered. Then,
too, 1t is most intervsting to obsorve & growth in Dr. Maler's use of
porsuasive techniques throughout the yeers of his redio preaching. This,

also, is briefly polnted out as the survey analysis moves along.

Bofore we go into the analysis of tho sermons, it is worthy to note
‘the persunsive factors evident in ths sermon titles. Five of the titles

are quostions which require an attentive answer from the listening audi-

oenco., Fiwve ars impsratives expressing utter urgsncy of purposs. Othors
are glmply striking alliterative, declarative statements such as "Scream-
ing Sin and Fathomless Favor® and "Heaven's lLove Lies in the Manger.”

Somathing nust also be said ebout the tlmoliness of the sermon ti-
tlse. Thoy manifost & deep concern for the hearer's present needs, es-
pacielly, on & mational lovel. Sermons such as "To Whom Shall We Got"
and "Why Thanksgiving?" surely f£illad a definite need during the diffi-
cult depression years. Thsn, in an advancing sclentific age when people
began to guestion the authority of the Bibls, especially the doctrime of
creation, the cormons “"Back to Bible Truth!" and "All Life from God" were
surely in place. During the yesrs of VWorld War II a sermon such &8s "Are
You a Soldier of the Cross?" muet have mede 2 particular impect. Fipal-
1y, in the post-war ora when people were mervously relaxing from their
religious and morel convictions, when international alliances were in
the making, when another global struggle was beginning to slmmeyr, what
moye powerful and persussive sermons could be preached to a frustrated
people them "Chriet, Coms into Our Homst!', "Alliance with God--Not with
the Godless!™, and "God Says, 'Hurry!'".
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The othor sermon %itles indicates clear Gospol oxpressions and are
sultable Tor every tims and age. Although they eare somswhat general in
nature , thoy, neverthelssa, contain materials which esnswer the needs of
& particular time.
The survey of the content and styls of the fifteen sermonz and

thoir contributlion t9 effectivencss and porsussion willl now be discussed.

Dlomomtas of Content

ALl of the Tifteen sermone sve baged on a text from ths Bible. ZEven
thouzh Dr, Maler was an 014 Testamsn®t scholar, the swrvey indicates that
he preachad more from the Fow Testamsnt than from the 0ld Testawsnt,
Only four sexmons have 014 Testamont texts end eleven have New Testament
"’ texts. Thais, howsver, 18 not o be considered wnmsual, since his primary
concern was to proach the CGospal which is the basic message of the New
Tootament. Thom, too, it can be said that since, as & rule, the Now
Togtament would be more familisr %o psople then ths 01d, it would have
greator parsuasive appeal. People love the familiar.\/

There iz a vast vange of difference in the length of the sermons.
The sexmons of the Thirtles are by far the shorter omes. One sermon
from this group has only eleven paragrapha. As timo passed on, mors
-illustrative meteriel and somotimos materiel not necessarily relsvant to
the text, yot parsuasively useful, was incorporaied in the sermon. One
Sermon preached during the Fortles has as many as thirty-nine paragraphs.
Most of the sermoms examined have a simpls two-part outline, although
one has as many as four parts. It is significaent that the first part of
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the outline uwsually accento the nced of the hoaror, while the second
pary empbasizes the Gospel angwor o the need. A good example of this
1e in the outlime of tho sormon “Chwipt, Coms into Our Fomol” The onke

linp consists of two parts: "fe Need Thy Dlessed Prosence; We Wolcoms

Thy Blessed Presenco,.”
Reason and Emotion

Appeals o reason are ovident in varying dogrees in all sermons in-
vestigatec‘-.. Timoly statictics end epecial information play & very im-
portant part in Dr. Maler's intoresting presentations./ Occasionally en
entire paragraph is devoted %o the recitation of statistics. Ths fol-
lowing 18 a typical examplo:

of every 37 births in tho United States is illegitimate.

of evexry 25 Americans is an atheist.

of every 23 ‘porsons in tho United States has bheen finger-printed
in connoction with crime.

d of every 22 Ama“icana hag a eriminal recoxnd.

Only 1 of every § fAmerican young poople continuaa Sunday school
after :mac?ninr- 15:

1 of every 4 Americans doss not believe in life after death.

Lesa than 1 in 3 Amrica'; Tfanmilies says grace at msals,

Botwoen 1 of every 3 and 1 of every 2 husbands is wunfalithful to his
wife at one time or another.

1 of every 3 marriages ends unhappily.

Ie6s than 1 of every 2 Amoricens is a churech membor.,

Ll ol o

Thoro seems to bo & gemeral, positive progression iz Dr. }Bier's use
of statistiés. The sermons proached in the Thirties socm more gensral,

as the following statemont indicates:

More divorces, more robberies, more murders, moro deeds of lmpurity,
mom emall and 1arga thievery--mom gin than ever bhofore in the

Yaiter A, Mafer, Ono Thousand Radio Volcos for Christ (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1950), D. 361.
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glittoring golden age in vhich we livel?

The eewramons preachsd in tho Forties have more yreocise and spocific in-
formation aes the Tirst gquotation polnted out.

Thore 1o only ome soimon that coatains no paragroph comtaining somp
otatistical fact. Thie ie sn early coraon. The highost mumber of pare-
graphs of sormons proashed during this time heving vital statistics is
five. However, im the lote oermons the retio is anywheve from three to

_ten otebistisal pavagramhs por sermon. It must be kept in mind, how-
over, that proportimntaly; there 18, perhaps, not too much difference,
.Mc}au:as the late sormons aro considerably longer. |

Testinonies to the Gospoel by coﬁtsm:orary thﬁstians aro powsuasive
dovicos wsed quite extensively in tho sermons of the Forbies. The last
eseraon Dr. Malor preoached, "Heaven's love Lies in the Mangey,” reconds
ag many 28 coven testimonlen to the faith. In the early sermms testi-
monies are not used at all. Tws, here, t0o, thoreo seems %o b2 &
growth in tho persuasive powey of Dr., Maler's sormons.

me of tho etrongeat appsals to reason in . Maler®s sermons is
his conotant reforense vo authorities. Ho hed proof for his sintemonts.
Whet ho sald was mede extrermely relevant because cthors had sald it de-
fore. Moot of the euthoritlee cited are soientists and govermment offl-
clals, For greoater effectivensss he always recognized thelr professional
and official positions. In et least three sermons the President of the
United States is summoned to present some kind of evidenmce. It Is Ine
teresting to note that in the eawly sermons Luther 18 quoted twice and

Halter A, Maler, The m Houy (8%, louls: Consordia Publishing
House, 1931}, p. 250.
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the Catechism once. This doos nol occur in the late sarmmms analyzed.
Moot anthorities, however, in theo late sorwons oxe conbemporary, liviag
mn or groups of men, with whom the poopls are acqudin‘bw. throngh nave-
papoye and radios and who bear their respast.

AL laast one authority is quoted in every sermom, IXa the sormoms
of the Tivat ssction the retio is from one %o elght, while in the second
group of sormmons 1t 1s inoreaved from ome (o ceventeen inatances poy Ser=
mon. In apite of a vadical inoreass of this partlcuiar rational appsal
in omo seruon, the use of authoriiies seoms 4o B3 quite stable in all
Pifteon sermons. ‘

It s well to quoteo et least ono oxampls 4o shiw how Dr. Maler used
important and loarned men 4o help perouvede others of tlw nocessity and
txuth of the Word:

Dr, Chariss M, Stine, Por meny years Director of Remesrch for the

Dupont Industries, writes: ". . . Forty yeare s & long span in

the 1lifo of mam. For this psviod I have been rwading my Bible and

thivking of i%ts wondorful truths ia the light of colleges and univer-
ity studies. ALL those yoars I have been more pariicularly con-
cornad with the sclence of chemistry but . . « I have read widely in
other sclences., All this haes engendored in my mind & constantly in-
croasing appraciation of the wisdom etored in the God-inapired pages
of the old Book . . . Sclence-~-or man's wisdom-+iz a fiuid and cheng-
ing body of cpinlon ag compayed with tho ineffable porfection of the
wisdom of that Majosty who sits enthromed on high; for wo yoad . . »

"all things were wade by Rim' (that is, Jesus Chxiet); ‘Jesus Christ

the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.'"3

The persuvasive pover of the sermons 1s furthermore enhanced by spo-
¢ific roforence to God sud the Bible es authoritios. Anywhere from four
o aixtoen times por seymon Cod and the Bible exe spocificelly cited aa

authoritotive proof. It was not unusual for Dr, Maier to do this, for e

3 walter A. Maier, "Hoaven's Love Lies in the Manger,” The Dr. Walter
A. Maler Memoriel Booklet (St. Louls: The Lutheran Laymen's Teagwe), p. 1l.
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atated In oms of his sexmons that Scriptwre 1= "the highost of all
authorities, indeod, tho only authority in matters of dootrine end
worals "

Wiery sermon alyo 8ppesle in soms degreo to the feslings and basle
noods and desiree of poopls. The Coepel and ite menldfold bemefits are
alweys hold cut as holpiag mopls, In reality the Cospel appeal corves
self-interest. Tho most prominent appeal in tlv serwonn exanined sooms
%o bo he apgesl to the affestlems,) Sush expressions e the following
aro typicel:

for love that will not lot you go, for unfalling guidance through
thy deepsst dovikness of your dlatress, for wmwawwring confidence
that can dry your toars, look to the Loxd Jesus, God's Son, your
Rodoorn! Whon you truat Him entirely and bdelleve with all youxr
heart thet Ho endured the azgonies of the crusifixzion $o guaraniee
your rodempiion, you have the one promise which oan sustain you
thwroughout long, weary yoars of lacreasing pain, or, should it be
God's will, during tho anguish of aprroaching death.”

All sermons seem o have somewhed equal appsals to solf-preservation and
remtation. The appoal to mroporiy is not used Yo any great oxtent with
the eoveception of the Thanksgiving sermon preached duwring the Depreosaion.
This is so amat:lﬁg that it bears quotation:

At & ¢ime when bDank doposits, in spite of unsmployment, ere etill at
8 siagmering peak; when thers lo an antomoblls for every sixth perw
gon in tho cowmatyy; vwhon sklllsd end wnskilled laboyr, in eplte of
wage reductions, 1o paid mowe for a day of elght howre than these
semp trades snd oscupstions recelved & genmeration ego for & week of
ton~ or twslve~hour Jdays, ab this timo wo can well agwee that the
Prosperity of our mation must bo spelled with & capitel P end that
it stands sbheoluloly wmequaled in any othar land ox other age of
higtory. Consider our home-1ife es 1t io shaped and molded by the
Iozrens and tho rosouvcen of the present hour. There is uo people

Yuator, Tho Lutheren Houn, ». 249,

Malter A, Maier, Averice, Tumn to Christ (St. Ioulss Concoxdia
Publishing House, 1944), Ds 103- :
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on earxth that has the varioty and the guantity of food that graces
tho avoragy Amoricen tablo threo times every day. The London Daily
Mall wecently called atlention to the fact that, while the white
populetion of the Ualted States is aboubt twice as laygs as that of
Great Dritain, the United States has not only twico se mny tels-
phonse and motor-cars as Bngland, but fifteen timos as m2ny. We
have our comfortable homes, our radios, our musical fnstrumsnts, our
Jowels, our expensive clothing, our endless catalog of Iuxuries, im .
o measure vhich baffles the poverty-pinched poonls of other nations.P

Oscaslonally, tho sormons contain paragrephs which goem to inciude
all the basiec drives and desiros mentionsd beforo. This is well 1llus-
trated in ono sormon in which Dr. Maler holds forth Christ as being of
gomuine boneflt o tho homs. Thoso arv hie woris:

For a dozon othoy weasons: for comfort in tho boreavements which
thoso years, more than others, multiply; for the solution to our’
household haxiships; for tho supply of food, sholter, clothing,

and our physical wants; for holp in guiding the home; for divine
ald in living clean, chaste lives; for strength to resict teomptation;
for increcasing dovotion, which will prevent husband and wife from
losing their lowve for cach othor; for sslf-sacrificing intorest in
the childron and for the childwen's obedience %o pavenis; for divine
companionship in overy slcknoss and sorrow; for tho promise that our
vrayers in bebalf of the family aro angwored; and more than this,
for tho apswranco that in Jesus, who gave Himself for us, our sins
have boen romoved and that thorefore the whole family, united in
firm trust, will bo reunited after death's ravages in hoaven's hal-
lowed bliss--~for ell this wo nsed Christ in our homes--the trus
divine Chrict, both Son of God and Son of Man who “His own self

bare our sing in f?io own body on the tree,” tho shemeful, cursed
crosg of Calvary.

hﬁm can moagure the full persussivo strength of e paragraph like that?
It oroclaims all the answers o man's basic nseds, espocially the noed
for Cod. Who will not accept it?
All geormons aro quito strong with action-packed words and words which

should cause emotlonal veactions. It is impossiblo to montion a2ll of them,

SMator, The Lutheren Hour, vo. 82f.

Talter A, Malor, Ho Will %@Mﬂ Paxdon (St. Louis: Concordis
Publishing House, 1948), pp. 114f.
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but a few swords ought to be pald about such expressions as "the blood of ¥
Christ.” Thero are only threo sermons that have no yeforences to ihe

blood of Christ. In these cases the modes of atomement presented in the

toxts 4o not really vequire this expression. Tho othor extreme is in

the sermon "The Last Cry Trom the Cross? where there are seven rofor-

ences to Jesus's blood. Phrases that really arouse the emotions occur

vwhen Dr, Malor deseribes the cross as "the apectacle of blood and hor-

ror,” or when he spoaks of "the blood that dripped from my Savior's

wounds,"” In one paragraph of a sermon the word "blood" is used four

timss, It Iz well to 1llustrate since the yepetition of the word "blood"

helps to establish its emotional impact:
This alliance with the atoning Savior is sure, for it 1s sealed with
"ths hlood" He shod on the accursed cross et Calvary to pay the pun-
ishment of your sins; "the blood" by which the stain of your guilt
i3 washed away fovever; "the blood" which can "purge your consclence”
and roconciles you to God. This eternal covenant is the gift of
grace, Vhenever, if ever, the peace treaty to conclude the Second
World Var is signed, it will impose conditions, paymsnis, and penal-
ties on the defeated nations; yot the peace pledge between Hsaven
and earth, in "the blood" of Chriat, is granted you freelya‘by tha
purest compassion which even the Iord of lowve could grant.

Cortainly Dr. Maler preached & blood atonomsnt. Yet the evidence shows

that it was not overly sentimentalized.
Decision

The sermons investigated present contrasting ideas which demand a
choice and o decision from the listenmor. Humanlty without God is always
pictured as undesirable. God and His mercy in Christ is offered as some-
thing needsd and desiredble. This is basically also the contrast between

Bl'h:ler, One Thousand Radio Voices for Christ, P. 371.
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Lay and Gospel vwhich will be discussed later. The following exanmpie

is typlecal:

He behsld us, swayed by ssliishness, controlled by unholy desires,
mled by passlons, and although wo hated Him, He loved us. Whils
wo turnsd from Him, Ho turned toward ws. We deserved rejection;
nevertheless Ho offered us redemption.?

Of'ten the contrasts are made more scute by putting them into ques~
tions., Thie almost forcea the heaver right on the spot %o choose one of
two courses of action. It is woll to illustrate this., Dr. Maier asied:

Are yon weady to build on shifting sands, to base your hopes on

theoriés that are advocated to-day only to be discarded to-morrow?

Or do you want that Word of which God Himself says: "Heaven and

earth ghall pass away, bubt My Word shall not pass away"?

Swrely the vivld deseription of the wide contrast between ths weaknsss
of humanity and the strougth of God, between the bittor Law and thoe sweetl
Gospal, inm all of thelr intricate detall and mmplificetion add mush %o

the parsuasivensas of Dr. Maler's preeching.
Suggestion

Indivoct suggestion is wisely used In the form of social suggestion,
challiengee, and questions. Thore ere only two sermons in which the lives
and testimonies of other poople ere not used as en inducement to falth
and 14ifs. Those are soymons prosched during Dr. Maler's early radio mini-
stry. Although it should bo kept in mind agaln that the late sexmons axe
longer then the eerly omes, yot hore, too, there seems to bo a growth in
Dr. Malew's use of persussive technigues. In tho sermons of the Thirties

Naltor A, Maiew, Christ, Set the World Aright! (St. Louls: Concor-
dia Publishing House, 1945), 2. T2.

104e1ter 4. Maler, Christ for the Nation (St. Iomis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1936), 0. 137.
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the ratlo of the number of inetances of soclal suggestion per sermon is
from zero %o twelve, whereas in the sermons of the Forties the ratio is
from two to twenlby-ona.

v Chellenges ars apparont in overy sermon. Usually thore axe two or
i:h:nsg cleay instances in every sermon. Thoy are quite frequently found
ia the introductlon, at the conclusion and application of sections, and
at the final conclumlion of the sexmon. While numeroug challenges ere
directed to the unbeliever to accept Christ, many are als=o addressed to
the Chariatian to correct soms present ev:ll.‘/\One of the most pointed
challenges iz charged to those Chriatians whose pastors are denmying the
deity of Christ., Dr. Maler exclaimed:

If you whe look to Jesus and gay, "I kmow whom I have believed,”
want to avoid that calamity, pray & hundred timss more fervently!
Testify! If you @o not rise up in protest every time the true
Scriptural Jesus 13 swept aside in your pulpit, you come undar t.hia
confemmation by our Lord, "Whosoever shall deny Me before mem, him
will I also deny before My Father which is in heeven."” Speak up,
and. if continued protests aro unheeded, either you or those who de-
throns the Son of God mst Step out of that churchtll
Perhaps, the most effective form of imdirect suggsstion which Dr.
Maler used is the queaticn. Every sermon contains at leasgt four questioms.
The ratio of questicms per sermon in the first goup of sermons is from
four to eighteen. This ratio ig considerably increased in the second
category, whore the numbor ranges from six to forty-six questioms per
sermon.
The most effective use of questions seems to be in the sermous of

the Forties, wheu often three to seven questions in succession &re pre-
sonted in order to emphasize & poimt.-. In the opinion of the writer this

Yalter A, Maier For c_x%._t and Country (St. Iouis: Concordia
Publishing House, 19102 » Dp. 36f.
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is omw of tho high points of Dyr. Maler's porsuasive powor., A question .-
always demands an enswer. A proachor vho esks attention-gotiing quase
tionn throughout the germon anﬁ.' then builde up to a climax of pointed
questions has tho eudienco at his disposal. For example, whon Dr.
Malor wag assertlag tho divinity of Jesus in the face of opposition, in
vhnt bettor fora could the argument be renderod than vie guestions? The
following paragreph will illustrate the decisive, porsuasive power of
the quastion:

If the voleco that proclaimed, "Iet not your heart be troubled! . . .
My poaco I glve unto you," is tut the utterance of anothor mortal
teachor, how can wo bo sure of its truth? If the awms strotched
toward all the woary, burdenod souls with tho invitation, "Comes
unto M2, all yo that labor and are hoavy laden, and I will give you
et aro only the arms of an earthly Couforter, of what boneflt
can thoy be 0 us in 1ifo'sc rpeated trials and increasing corrows
vhoa wo moed hoavonly asswravce? If He who was nalled to the cross
wen only a noble, self-gacrificing sufferor, how can Calvary msan
more to ue then Valloy Towgmy, Cotityshurg, Flondsrs Fleld? If the
Josus vho promised, "I am the Rosurrection and theo Lifo; Hs that
bolievedth in Mo, though » woro dead, yot shall he live,” contre-
dlctod that plodgp with His own death and remaimed to moulder and
decay in Hls grave, as all men must, then how can wo find any posi-
t1vo plodgs of the mweurroction and the 1ife evorlasting?l?

Tho use of a series of quostions ia a row 1s wot Infreguent. In an-
othor sormon, whero Dr. Maler was suggpating theil psopls eare sinners,
ho asked:

Thsrefore I ask you in the question of our text, "Do you 'holp the
ungodly! and love the unbolief of 'them that hato the Toxd'?” 1Is
your 1life divected to Christ or away from Him? Ave gou headed to-
warl heaven or toward hell? Is your Bible shut, while you find
plonty of time to weed sex stories and mixder novels? Do you swoll
tho orowds in attendsnco at public entertainment, but dy your ab- '
Sence from worship keep church attendsnce disastrously small? Do
you mm avound with poopls who maks fun of our falth, profanely abuse
the precious name above all other namee, Josus, glorify oin, live
for lust, liquor, and the lure of the flosh? Desplie your church

]2.1.2.:-.9.-.- » Dp. 337,




96

mambarship and pmotended ploty, are you o hypocrite, carrying om

smm?:. affalrs, congminlating chmrﬂali’ that you are smart enough

%o kwop your crimss concealed?

Who can give a mogative coswer to the indictment of these charges? The
/ dmpact 1s overpowerlngly permuesive,
. Divect sugspetion in the form of cormends iz present in every sor-
mon, Howover, 1t must bo noted that this typs of cugmestion is not as
fmquent in the first sectién of sexmons ag in the second group., Some
of the soymons of tho Thirtioe have only ome instance of direct suggpe-
tion. Onme, however, has twelve. In the sermons of the Fortles, there
are from ten to twenty-fonr commnds in each sermon.’ From the viewpoint
of vorouasion, thy early limitod use and ths late prolific use of direct
sugzeastion is very asceptebls. Dr, Maier did not directly sugzest idsas
to his sndience uvntil his m,mtatién and auntheority as Luthsyan Hour
preacher had culte solidly boon ostablished. After seversl years of
radio ministry, the listoning audience, as a gemorsl ruls; was quits
ready to accept hio muggestions. This probably helps o account for the
| hortatory scoent of his late sermoms.

In this commmetion, somothing mst also be said about the powerful
r@ilo preacher's use of imporetives in porsuweding people to accept Christ.
Gospol imporatives are mot $00 evident in the early sexmons. In fact,
threo of those sermons hed no Gospel imperatives at ell. The highest
mmber of Gospel impovetives in tho sermons of the Thirties was five.
The Gospel imperatives in this section of sormons ere somowhat mellow
as the following expression indicates: ". . . I want you to seo in this

13M0x, Onp Thousspd Radio Yoices for Christ, ». 369.
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divine Chrdet . . . the Lamh of God,"1b

The sermons preachsd dwring World Wapr II and lster, however, show &
far grooter nmber of Gospsl .impomtivas. Most of them havs four or five
briaf end brisk commends to sccept Christ. Ove sermon has as high ea
oigat such statemsats., Pexhaps, 1t might be eaid in this commection also,
that the 1ats seraome of Dv, Malor are chereciorized by & semse of urgen-
cy. Thoro wero otill oo meny peopls to be won for Christ and so littls
%ims Lo preach the Gospol! Honce the CGogpsl imparatives, and thus more
effactive peromasion!

At no tims did Dr. Maior Isave the impression that man was cap2ble
of accepting Christ himsolf. His Cospel imporatives ams Cospsl impeyae
tives in the strictest sense., Bafore ho told peopls to como to Chrdst,
ho polnted cut to them their ubter helplossness and hopslessness with-
out God. Ho held ouh God's hand of divine promise in Chaist. /And them,
atteoy the Goopel had alicady effectad repentence, he tﬁ].fl his hearers ©o
accept Chriek. He preached tho Gospsl bofore ho stated the imperatives.

Dz, Maler elways asksd for God's, and especially the Spirit's,
help. The following instences are tg”piegl:

God 1oad you to Christ this Christmms Day.l?

rorion, oy Sogs assead a6 %o 70ta. the Highess price of all hio-

tory, His own holy, divino Self ag the Ransom for the sins of the

world, and resolve that, with the Spirit's help, you will vo

b <)
Christ, confess Christ, dofond Christ, end glowify Gh"r.:ilgt with the
victory cry: "Jesus bought mo with His blood . . . .

Vngaser, The Iutheren Hour, Dp. 4f.
1iaier, The Dr. Walter A. Maler Memorial Booklet, ». 15.
16Mter, Christ, Sot the World Arighy!, . 82.




98
Only CGod, through His Spirit, con convince you that what I say is
trap. Glvo that Splrll & place la your hesrt! Agk Kim to remove
agy stubborz reslistonce, any willful blindnsss! Yield %o Him the

dimg.t?;ion of your life and ot Hin poxsuade you that Christ is your
God} .

ITntroduction and Conclusiom

The sezmon introductions vary in lsnsth from two o eight paya-
grephs, No doubd, one of tho moot poremssive factors in the intyoduc-
tlons existe in thoiwx variety from ssrmon to sermon. S sermons begin
with an amecdote or story, others begin with a quotetion; othors with
e striking cpening sentenrce, others with 2 series of questions, others
by & statisticel evalustlon of the state of the timss, and stlll others
by statomente comcerning the progvess of the ILutheran Bouy,

The introfuctions are uewally timely, partinent, and fresh., TFor ex-
amplo, during World War II, Dr. Maler bogan one sswmon with these vital
quastions: .

"Can my sop remain o Christisn in the Apny?® "Is 1t possibls fow &

young man callsd to the colors fiom o God-fearing home to maintain

hig devotion o the Lowrd Jesus?® "Will my boy coms back from the

Nevy with hie faith in the Savior wnbroken?”ld |

Persunelly, one of the most emazing and amsing introductions coa-
siasts of an emmouncemsnt of tho vindication of the Biblical doctrime of
creation, A famous radio proacher, probably Foedick, had publicly dis-

ownsd thie precious Biblical truth, Dr. Maier boldly described the

sltuation as follows:

Yater, For Ghrist snd Countxy, pp. 340f.
B1pia., p. 329.
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he 1s, as contradictory as it seows, the vadioc voice of the Fedorel

Council of Chmrchos of Christ in Amerdcat Ths nation'es largesst

broadecasting syston puts at his digposal Sunday efber Sunday its

ontire coast %o coast network of almost & hundiwd statlons, fiee of
all chargy, whils 1t discriminatos against our hrosdcast by rafuse
ing to accept our Christ-centered progrems even thoush we pay for

ovory second of broadcagting time at full commreinl rates . . . I

have clted this traitorous attack on the Seriptural doctrine of

croetion hecause, in yebuital, I want Lo testify to the revealsd
truth of man's origin and destiny.l9
An introduction lilke this should be very successiul in gotting and hold-
ing attontion hecause of the elemsnt of conflict involved,

Aftor soms startling statemont or story has been prusented in the
introduction, Dr. Maler would then proceed to introduce the them and
the text of the sormon., In nearly overy sermon theo contrel thought Is
quits clearly stated, already in the iatroduciion,

Verloty also charactorizes tho conslupions of the sormons. Some
sermons close with o cwomry statomsnt, some with brisf lmperatives o
accopt Chrilst, come with lengthy stories, soms with questions, and some
with the wecitation of a hym verse. One sormon ends with this bseuti-
ful preyer and confepsion: "Into Thy hand I comult my soul. Thou hast
Yodsemod me., Tuow Christ of the cross, my Loxd and Gold, my Rengsom and
Savior, my Lifz for all etem:lty.“eo

One of the most effective conclusions must have besn his restatemsnt
of the soliler's plodgp of alloglance to his govermmnt along gpiritual
lines., This is so arvesting that 1t bears quotatlon:

" do solemmly promiss that I will bear txue falth and allegiance

Wyalter A, Maler, The Croms grom Coast to Coast (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1933), pp. Tof.

20134, , p. 366,
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to the Chwistian Chmrch, that I will serve hompstly aad feithfully
egalnst all onemier; that I will follow both the Gospsl of Jesus
Christ, the Heed of this Church, the Savior of my soul, and the
guidance of Christion pastors and teachers appointed over me accorde
ing to tho rules and articles of His holy Word, the Bible. God
holp me In this, for the atoning Saviér's sake("2l

lew and Gospal

Tho heart and cove of Dr. Maler's perenssive preaching woes in hie
timely prosentation and application of Iaw and Gaspal‘.f . The investigation
of his sermons ehows that ho preached Josus Chyiet as the only Way of
Lite. lYongthy stetomoats such 28 the following occur in et lsast four
sormong, not o mention shorter roforeonces to the samn idsa in more
801mons

With ths yearning of His deep love e now would have me tell you
that you are soved not through chureh or family commections, not
by your chavactsr and accomplisimonis, not by long preyor end im-
prossive ritual, not by fectings and pilgrimages, not by believing
parente end chuxch-building grendparents, not by congregational
offlcos or religicus socloty mombarships; not by a social gospel
or an othical pospol, not by seolf-donial and self-torture. Thank
God, all this uncertainty haos been removed! You and I are saved
only, but wholly end eternelly, by graco, through faith in the
11, free, Tinal, finiched morcies of the Lord Jesus.22

Anothor poworful fector in his proaching was thy proslamation of
the Gospel for ell menkind., Mo proached the Gospel without prejudice
and discrimination. Proclamations like this are frequent occuzrences
in many serwmons:

Christ Jesus is the Savior also of the whole rewe, with none barred

from His mercy. Heep up the mountains of univorsal guili; invite

men of every country, color, and condition to bring their trens-
gressions before the,crmifieﬁ., and His mercy will be so marvelous

*hser, For Chrigt sl Country, 2. 5.
*Ptor, Amorica, Tum to Christ, pp. 1L,
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that agnin o oingls drop of tho blood He shed in His atoning death
con wips out the world's hidoous mobellion against CGod's truth,
love, ond purity-.23
Bofore we furtber ewamine his preaching of the Gompel, it is well
to make 2 fow coumonts on his gteiking preaching of the Iaw, In every
sexmon the surfacy sympbtoms are vividly described in torms of contenme
porary problsms, which yrangs in scope fron the internaitional to the io~
dividwal. The best packegs descripilon of surface symptoms of sin ie in
- the paragraph below:
Ve look out into this sin-socaked world, and "changs and dscay in all
around we soo,." Wo behold the rampant evils in this modeyn day thatb
drag mon dovm to death; man's inhumanity to men; the selfishness
that is zeeponsible for the tragic industrial unvest in our country
and ths widening chasn botwoen wealth and poverty; tho spirit of
modarn indiffercnce and stolid mpterialism which bids the masses eat
and drink and bs meoryy, for to-morvow they may be dead; tho ravages
of lust and impurity that are wrecking our homes, making Amorican
chilixon logal orphans and desecrating the holinsss of matrimony
and the blossingz of family 1life; and, as yoluctantly as wo may ad-
mit this, owr own shortcomings and our own spacial sins. In this

mloe of morels wo find oursslves tied with the coprd's of men's
favorite follies, earth-bownd end earth-centered.=*

Howover, oin goes boyond surface symptoms. The propsy diagnosis of
tho Law makes man seo his total guilt in the face of tho Judgment of God.
\J.-"- Dr, Mador did this very thing in every sermon in & greator or lsssor
dogres, dopending e large measure on the text of the sermon. Hs went
further then to preach the more sociological aspocts of ein; he preachsd
the theologlcal emphases of sin. Ho deoscribed sin as total depravity,
Separation, rebellion, death, trensgression, judgmonte| The following
Tesseges, ono from 2 sermon of tho Thirties and another from & sermon of

23Mater, For Christ and Country, pp. 38f.
2yater, The Lutheren Hour, . Te




102
the Fortiesn, 1liustmite this thoological emphesis woli:

Tho Bible waras ug, “"The soul that simeth, it shall die.” And
agein, "The wages of ain ie death.," There, in piain and vumis-
takable teras, you have a direct expression of the appalling ex-
trome to which ein, as & violation of the will and law of a jJust
and holy God, can lead--Pire® of all, to & separaitlon from God,
then to punisiment In the form of affliction and death, and flnale
1y to the deapair of an endless, hopoless eternity of darimess.25

bus the Almighty and All-koowing has a 100-por-cent rocord in reo-
roaling guilt, If you ally yourself with Christ's enomies, the
time 1s fwxresistidbly approaching when you must stand beforw the
Lopd and wrecelve the centenco promounced on your rebellion agaiazt
the Redeomor. If you have nevor mealized that every umforgiven sin
aguntences you o hell; if you hawe laughed at Scripture when it
waras, "It is a feoarful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God," may the Holy Spirit morcifully opsr your mini's eye today
and make you understand the ewiul doom comtainsd in this sentence
of soven short words, "He that believeth not shall be damaed.”
Jesua, the Mediator of moruy, epoks this avful sentence; Ha cannot
mekeo & mistake; this mst bo true. Stop making common with those
who oppose the Savior! Como over to His side! #2ko a soul-
covenant today with Gh':'ﬁ.m';!26
The presentations of sin in tho sermons anslyzed vary from gix
paragraphs in the shorbter sormons to as many &8 soventoon paragraphs in
the longor onoe. It seems that quite a few of the early sermons have
thelr presentations of sin mostly in tho fiwvet part of the eermom, which
i then followod by tho Gospol in the second part. In the late eozmons,
however, the diagnosis of the Law seems more fregquently to permeate the -
entire sermon. In falrness, it should bo stated thai the majority of
the ssrmons oxemined have this permsating and pemetrating charecteria~
tic. This method of preaching the Law i1s mmch move porsuagsive because
ropetition and vardety ave involved. Time end timo ageln this would
bring the hoayer face to face with his cwa ein end God's judgment, and

thus propave the way for the Gospel.

2
51‘l:d.d.. s Ds 2953,

26yaior, One Thousend Redlo Yolces for Chrdst, 2. 370.
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If there 1s anything that strikes the attention of somoons analyz-
ing Dr, Mriexr's sgermong; it is not so much the perswssive factors come
mon to them, but the slmple and beantiful woy the Gospel is proclaimed.
Dy, Maler held oulb the Gospel ae a free gift for all., He seemsd €0 con~
front his hearer directly and say, "Jesus dled for you."

N ’i’iia:r*o are only two sermons which have less then four paregraphs
containing distinet end beeutiful exzpressions of Gospsl. Both of these
aro short sexmong preached the fivst year of his radio ministyy. Otheoy
soymons have as many as ninotoen paragrephs containing clear Gospol state-
mentz, Although in the fermons of the Thirtiss the Goopol seems €o be
bound mostly so the second part of the sermon, in the sermons of the
Fortios the CGospel mesmage pormeatesthe entire sermon. Again, repetition
and varlety male this o form of powerful porsuasion.’

Table T on the following poge is an attempt to illustrate the num-
ber and distribution of clear Gospol statements in the {'ifteen sermons
studied. This doos not includs expressions which could possibly bo con-
aidersd Gompel, but are not too distinct. It is safe to assume that Law
passeges fall somowhore in botween the Gospel proclmmations.

In every sormon there is usually onw outstanding and climactic Gog~
Pél varagraph or sechions of paragrephs. It elther immsdiately follows a
very acute dlagnosis of Iaw or else forms the climax in a sories of Gos=-
Dol statemonta. Since the proslamatipn of the Gospol forms the very
heart of Dy, Mejer's preaching, these outstanding Gospol paragraphs
should bo moted. Tho guotations are srvanged in chromological order.

Thoro iz one from ecach sermon, with the exception of sermon No. 14,
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"God Seys, 'Hurry!'", which has been constdered before.2T The observa«
tion that The Gospol statements in the late sermons are more direct and
more detalled is worthy of montion hore.

And then, greoat and loving Savior that He 18, whon we cry for de-
liverance and forgivensss, for life instead of death, He brings us
these "words of etornal life" that re-echo above all the thunder of
God's wrath, "Tho Son of Man is comd to seek end to save that which
wag los3t." I tho high and holy authority of the inerrent Word of

. God lays down this inovitable sentenze, "The wages of sin is death,"
then tho greater gracs of Christ, whose holy body was offored as a
living sacrifice for all hwman iniquity, gives us this surpessiag
pardon, "Where ein abownded, grace did mmeh more obound,” and with
forgivaness the dofinite conviction that these woxds of oternal
lifo, azazg these alons, actually lead to the hlocesed eternity with
Christ.:

the glorious comfort of the Cross of Jesus Christ, in which theze is
offeread fullyr and freely, without price or restriction, the ecmplratez
atonsment for our sins and the hope of happiness hore and hereafter. 2

Yoo, as wo know, uot fron man's reason, but from the revelation of
e gracious God in His Word, there is divine favor, there is forgive-
ness of our sing, thore is the immsasureble love of God, that prompt-
ed Him to send the "one Modiator between God and man, the Man
Christ Jesus,” wio "gave Himself a3 a ransom for all.” Thers, in
that wondrous Gospol-message, that "Ho becams sin for us wio knew
no sin that wo might bo made the righteousness of God in Him," in
the record of thet world-moving trsasaction, "Ho hath purchased us
with His own blood,” in that promise of purification, that this
blood, "the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, clsauseth us from all
gin," is tho invitation that goes out to-night, addressed to allt who
may hear those words, to twrn away from sin and to come to Christ,
10t in rolience upon your own eccomplishments (for after all, how
fow end small and wworthy they are!), but trusting solely in the
mri'g 0°f Jesus' blood and righteousness, in the fathomless favor of
God.

« And on tho other s:ld.e,- separated by an unbridged ohasm,"is that true
soul wisdom which procleims, "Christ died for our 8ins, and

27%: p. 66.

eebb.ier, The Iutheran Hour, P» T.
*1pid., p. 83.

30r34., pp. 253f.
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voalfllrms The promise of God that, when the "blsedling Head and
woundsd" dropped imto dsath with the gasp "It is finished," Christ
earned all, gawve all, pald all, so that His word holds for all the
immesurable glory of this free, wnconditioned, wwestricted, un-
limited Gospel falth: "By grace arxe ye saved, through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."31

Then it is, vhon reoason falters and self-reliance fails, thet Christ
comes with the aggwceanse that throvgh His suffering, His dsath, His
resurroctlion, all our sing are cancoled, our guilt romoved, our in-
dabtedness to Cod entirely paid, ouwr sin-stained souls washed com-
pletely white by His blood, and all praise to His Savior love! our
doath transformed %o life. Tt i the glowy of our Christian faith,
not only that 1% teoaches men that they come from God, bubt it almo
shows thenm that throngh faith in Christ and His atonoment--and
through that faith alone~-~they will return to God. Beceuse this is
the answor to humenity'e paremount need and itz deopast fear, and
the promise of ite highest jJoy and happiness, Christ has heaped the
promise of this blossed eternity. Listen to Him as He pledges: "I
am the Resurrection aad tho Life.” "I say unto you, he that heareth
My Wozd and belicveth oo Him that sent Me hath overlasting life.®
"Worily, verily, I say wato you, he that believeth on Me hath evere
lagting life.” "Because I live, ye shall live also.” Taks Him a%
His word! Truot Mim! Live with Himi32

Whan you approach the cross with the failth which withont oxcuse or
oxcopbion pleads guilty to the indictwent of min and the chargs of
your conscience; whon you “bohold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
tho sin of the world,” offered in ome sscyifice for all gonerations
of mon; and when your faith trimsphs: "Thou hast redsemed me" by
Thy freo, full morcy, “rodsemed me," beyond all qusstion or guiver,
"modoomed me” from my repsated transgressions end my constant weak-
ness, “rodeemsd me" from sin, death, and the power of hell, from :
the tyranay of sorrow and affliction, from the fears and terrors <:v:r.'1
1lfe, then yvou have the faith by which you can live victoriously ard
dde triumphantly.33

Jozug--this is Christisnity's lmystone creed, separating it from
every other roligion--ag the Christ is the long-promised, divinely
anointed, sin-destroying Doliverer, "the Laub of God, which taksth
avay the sin of the world,” tho Substitute for every gimer, the
Ransom for every wrong, the Payment for the entire penalty of our

31!-15.:191', Christ for the Nation, pp. 139f.
32Mazor, Tho Cross from Coast to Coast, pp. 89F.
3mbid., . 382¢.
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tranporessions, the Reconciliation of & race estranged from God,
the Restoror of the holimnes and happiness lost iz webellion againot
the Almighty. Teke all your own sing--and bofore Josus do not trxy
to parade yoursoli as immocent of evil, for each cme of us, without
exception, stands condemued by God's Word for our lmstful longings,
covetous desires, unclsan hearts; tale your total guilt, your asccu-
mlated soul~teryor; the fear that your violation of God's ILaw and
man's will bo exposed or their crushing consoquences visited on you;
bring 21l this to the Cross, and thero through faith in the sin-
bearing Igg Hlverer you kuow that His blood can remows your sins
forevor.o™

We mat kneel in egplrit bofore the crucificd Redeomor and cry oub:
"How terrifying the guilt of my transgressions, since I could be
pardonsd by nothing less than this agony on the cross! How coun-
plately I sold myoself into min's slavery since I could bo freed only
by the blood that dxipped from my Savior's wounds! What an eternlty

2 holl my wisdeods heapsd up for mo since their ponality could be
romoved by nothing less than the sacrifice of God's Son Himselfi"
Yot at Calvary the Savior's mercey must loom greator than the wrong
abounding in our lives, and wo, too, should join tho centurion ia
gloyifying God and crying out: "What a compessionate Redeomer nmy
crucified Loxl ig, sinco hero Hs bore all my sins, the ummmbored,
unspaakablo, ungreteful violations of Heavents holy Law! What a
mereiful Savior He is; since Ho loft nothing wndone that I must fin-
ish and so completely satisfied the justice of His hoavenly Father
thet I wsed or can pay no amount to secure forgiveness! What a
marvelous reconeiliation He promises me since His love plodgss that
everything hard and crushing in 1lifo and death iz hallowsd hers at
the eroms, so that thyough faith it becomes in reality a blessingt
What an assured grace is granted heve at Golgotha, whsre s ©VOry
doubt removed and contradiction rejected, I can exult with Spirlt-~
£i1lled confidence, 'I em porvusded that nsither death mor Life nor
angole nor prineipalities nor powers nor things present nor things
t0 come nor holight nor depth nor any othor creatuxe shall be eble ©O
separate us from the lowe of God which is in Christ Jesus, our
Lordl 1”35

Horo is the marvelous mercy which owr Lord offers you: First, Jesus
loved you despiite your transgressions, your willful spurning of His
grace, your o jecting tho good and choosing -bhs.evil, your stu'h‘nomnd
reballion ageinat God, With a devotion surpassing ths lowe of fris
for friend, of patriot for cowmtry, of mmsband for wife and wife for
hwsband, of mother for child snd child for mothor; Hs ohorished you
though you hated Him, Segond, Hs the Son of God, atomsd fully for
Jour sine, shod His own lifeblood to redeem you, died to romove all
your sing--the secrot trensgressions and the open vices, the small
salfish mistakes, tho scerlet and shrieking iniquities. Third, He

Fhater, For Cirist and Comtry, P- 38.
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Trood you Torevey from the tyrauny of holl. Fourth, He dofeated
etorual deoath for you and by His own Eastor vittory gave you ths
agguyancs of your mwsumsotion unto life etornal. Fifth, He pro-
fectsd you in mwany dangeys vhen unknowvingly you faced disastew,
oven (wath, If I would withdraw His protecting hand, none of us
wvonld be alive this momont, Sixth, vhen human help d8 of no avail,
He wanbs to enyich you with comfori, hops, poace, and yest. Seventh,
He can tura all afflictions, bolily, mental, and spivitual, into
advanbtages and bleosings for your soul. Eighth, Ho offors you yo-
bivih into & now oxletonse, the strength to resist temptation, and
the powor to walk in His footsteps. Ninth, Ho has glven you every-
thing good and helpful in your life, all the materdel beneflits gou
onjoy. Tonth, Hs oifers you these mivacies of Hie love by Hia
meroy. You ave saved freely, by grace! Elevonth, Ho assures you
of ell thig without guestion oy condition, without any "porhaps" cr
"maybo." Twelfth, Jesus has ageondsd to heaven and, sitting on the
right hand of God the Father, inteorcedes for those vho are His. He
grante them Mo congtant companionship in every hour of trlal and
makos Yall thiagy work togethor Loy goo&.“36

Christ cherishod us so highly thet Hz, the tius and etermal Loxd;
Creator, and Sustainer of the universs, came into the world to lay
down Hio 1ife as the only moans by which, our wigedliness iemoved
Porsvor, wo could be brought back to God. How all-glorious and alle-
merciful the asspurance of His own Vozd, "Ye were not redeemed with
corrnptitle things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
rocaived by tradition from your fathers, but with the pracious
blool of Christ, o8 of a lemb without blomish and without spoh.”$

Wo sposk and sing of the Savior's sin-removing, doath-destroying
ilove: but how littls wo can measure His unfathomable devoticn and
how elow meny ere to accept ite full blessingt Behold Him as Ho
koools in the Gaxden of Cothsomane, His soul agonizod almost €O
doath by ths torror of your transgrossions, His life a]most crushod
oul by the sngnish of your iniquities, and boar Hiu say, This is
the price I peld for you"! See Him captured, bound and beatag., and
as the lash cuts into His blseding back, listen as He cries, "This
is the price I paid for you”! Find Him thorn-crownsd, God=-fornaken,
erucificd; but bofore His lips are silenced in dBB'bI:, believe Him,
whon Hy whispsre, "This is tho price I paid for you ! Never has 3
there been a sorrow like His., Truly you are "bought with a price,
tho holiest in all history!

3 tod
Do you think the price Christ paid for you too high, God's grace
good for you? Don't lot the feeling of your own umorthiness limit
the Savior's love! If you were ever inclined to foel that your sins
are too many, oo scarlet, too old emd Ofﬁfrrepaﬂtaﬂ.s to bo forg'.vign,
romsmber that in His matchless morcy He promises: If any man 8in, we

'F-

36Mater, Ameyics, Turm to Christ, pp. 112f.
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have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; end
Hie ig the Propltiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but:
algo for the sins of the whole world”! Trust Him fully, believing
that Ho can save %o tho uttsrmost, that He can make scarlet and
eximson transgrossions white as new-fallen anow and flsecy wooll3T

We mast coms o Him, God's Bon and tho world's Redsemer, admittiag
that becouss of our sius we arv hopeoless, helpless, dsmmed; bub
gresping His grace, c¢linging to the cross, trusting the Gospel
truth that at Calvary Ho was crucified for us, as Hs thore suffered
the pain, venalty, guilt, curse, torturo, and terror of all our
transgressions, we ot only rocelve pardon for our iniquity, but by
the Holy Spivit's wmighty miracle of regoneration wo are also bora
agalo into a mew life. Scriptwre's pledge 18 fulfilled in us: "IF
any man be in Christ; he is & now creatwre; old things are passed
ayay; bahold, all things are becoms new,"38

and 2y soun as you undoratend what Joous did for you, that He will~
Iagly wont o tho oross, thore in depthless agoony paid the penalty
of your sins, removed your guilt, todk away the curse of your trans-
gvensions, wachad and cleansed you in His blood; mads you a child
of Haaveon, ready %o be recelved by your Father--as soon as God is
A1l dn All," you will repeat the prayer of the disciples on the
Ermang woad sad pload with Jecus, "Abids with usi" More than any-
one o anything else, you will want the Savior, His Cross, His Gos-
pal; in your femily clrcle. You will pray tbat His blood, rather
than the blood of the Pessover Lamb sprinkled on the lintel and
doorpont of your houss, will cleemse the hearts of your family "of
all sin.” And Jesus, wafailing Friend that He 1o, will surely xzep
Mg promise and enter your hcusehold ¢o remain as tho unseon jet
ovor-radiant Rodsemsr, the invisibls but iavineible God to bless
gou and yours,39

Pralse the Iord of love with me today that the blossed Savior wants
8 o ally ovrsclves with Him¢ We are ginful, selfish, sordid, but
insteed of castiag s oway forovewr, lls yearns for us and offers us
2 tmeaty with the Triwss God, & covenant with His opmpasaion, an
azresment witk His unfailing grace. If you fesl despair over the
crimson blotchss which stadn your 1ife, sud you ask for the Hoaven=
zivon assurance that yow will not be dsmmod to hsll but havo the
Plodgs of Curiss's grace; if you want to begin life over a.sain:
wholly dadicatsd %o yonr Divine Deliverer, them turn ©o I?aig.h 8
prophacy, road, beliswo, memordze this peerless guarantee: The

3MMaier, Curist, Sot ths Wordd Aright!, pp. T3f.

38alter A, Maler, Iot Us Beturn Unto the Loxé (St. Louis: Comcor-
dia Publighing House, 19047)s Pe 50.

39!4&191‘, Hp Will Abundantly Pamdonm, p. 115.
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mountelnes shall depart, end tho hills be vomoved; b My kindness
ghall nolt depayt Tron theo, noither shall ths covenant of My peace
bo romoved, saith the Lord thet hath mercy on theo.” Thon, when
you went t0 know more cbout this pact of poace, poacs with your
Makow and peace with your own consclence, turn to the last chapter
of Hobrows and vead, "Tho God of psace; that brought egain from the
dead our Loyd Josuz, thai great Shopherd of the sheep, through the
blood of ths everlasting covonant,” can male you porfectl

How marvelously mereifl is this league with tho ILoxd! It 1s open
to you, no matter hov solfish mesn may have persecuted you because
of your color or your nationality. It ie an unchanging covensnt;
for, vhils hunan plodges are aliered, your Rodeemer is "tho ssms
Foatoriay and today end forever.” This allisnce with the atoning
Savlor is surs, Por it is coaled with the blood™ Hs shed on the ac~
curged cross af Calvery to pay the punishment of your sins; “the
blood” by which the ptain of your guilt is washsd sway forever;
“ghe bLlood” which csn "puwgs your conscience® and ragonailes you
to God. This eternal covenant is the gift of grace.40

Heaven'ls love liet in the mangsyr, bocause all earthly devotion, &%’
its highest and aoblest, cannot even approach Christ's affection
for you. Ho loved you with such a desire to save you from the curse
of yowr own sins that for you He knev hunger end thirst, lonsliness
and grief; for you He wos slandered and falsely sccused, forsaksn
oven by His Fathor end made to feel the terror of divine wrath on
8in; for you Ho was in darknoss end agory; for you Hs wore ths crown
of thoyns aal bhoxe the cross of shams; and--0 heavenly love boyond
our doserving, understanding, and describingl--Hs cherished you more
then His own life, dying to make His own holy body and soul the
substitutionsyry sacrifice for your sins. Yot becauss He is your
God, He roso again Tor you to give you the assuyanco of grace that
your redomption, sealsd in His blood, has beem accepied fully and
Porever.

It mst be noted that Dr. Mailer preached the GCospel not only as for-
V' glveomess for sin, bub also as power over sin. He preached the Gospel as
that powsy which brings, "new thoughts, new hopes, new ambitions, mew
courags, now contontmont, new calm in Christ, new assurance of heaven's
beanty, bliss, and blessing.”'? Declaretions like this are typical:

“yaior, One Thousand Redio Voices for Chist, pp. 370f.
l”mier, The Dr. Walter A. Maior Memorial Booklst, P. 13.
"\, Lot Us Roturn Unto the Toxd, p. 52..
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All of you meed strength to defeat ovil, overcoms temptation, cone

quor your selfish selves. Here it is, In the confldence that you

have been purchased by God'm Son as His own sacred possession.

Nothing mon have over dsvised will give you who want to lead cloanm,

g?wyﬁl‘*ﬁ;;; L éhéai?f%l strength vequired to rosist sin successPule

Dp, Maior used mach vardety in prosenting the atonement. Different
modos aye owployed not oaly in different sermons, but even in a singls
sormon, The most common pieture of the atonemont seems to bo thet of
Sacyifice for Forgivencsa. This ia pesculier to every sermon. In this
connaction, thowrs is uswally & hoevy emphasis on the Substitute of the
gsagrifice. Othor prominont modes of atonsment are Rensom, Reconcilia-
tion, Deliverance, Feace, and Life.

As a goneral ruls 1t can be stated that Dr. Maier primarily preachsd
the Cross of Christ, although the Resurrecihion wee not overlooked. Thero
sooma o bo a growih in his theology of preaching in this area. Only
ono seymon in the Tirst group has a lonely reference %o the resurrec~
tion of Chrisi. In the socond catogory of sermons there is only one
sarmon whish doos not moke mentlon of Christ's resurrsction. A post-
Easter sevmon has ac many as twenty-one veforeunces to the resurrection
Gospel. -

In shoxt, them, the strength of Dr. Maier's preaching of Iaw and
Gospol lay in the faci that he preachsd the true Biblical coacept of both.
He say eﬁﬂanceé of the Law in the peopls's present probloms and sins; and
ho hald out the sweet Gospel a8 the froe and full dypamic answer to the
8in of individusls and mations. When Dr. Maier proachod the Gospol thore

was absolute certainty that Jesus Christ was & gracious gift for all.

U3\ater, Christ, St the World Arightl, v. T6.
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Devices of Styls
Rspotition

Revpebition ls 2 very prominent charackeristic of De, Maier's
preaching, As 11 has hoen 110531%3&. out; thic iz trie of his prosenta-
tions of Iaw end Gospel., And this is equally true of the toxt and thems
of the sermons. In one soymon the texh or & part of it iz repoated as
many ag btwenty tilmss. Never is 1t repcated less then four times. Ths
theme off the sormon i& repsated anywhers Trom two to fiftcen times por
germon, Indeed, ropotition of text end theoms ave cumacn persuagive de-
vices which Dr. Maler weadily employed.

IH iz well to note, tuo, that the repstition of Bibls passagess in
genaral glves the serimons & thorough Biblical flavor, Poople readily
knsw that he was o Bible preachsr. Ons chort gormon conteins only six
Bible passagso, buk the majordty of sermons ezamined have many mors 'than
that, Ons lengthy sermon of the Forties coutains forby~-sixz guotatlons
of Bible DPASRAYIE .

Hearly all of- the quotations are from the New Tostament, in spite
of the fact that Dr. Maler was an 014 'i‘estsaxaub scholer and teacher. I%
is paturel to assume that he quoted more New Testament passages tham 0ld,
bacausse they contain the very essence of the Christian Gospel. Then, %00,
it is woll to observe thst most of the passages wore familisr and imple
Dassages, which most people, no doubt, had heaxd at somotims, and now
again would be powerfully ro-omphasized.

The anelysis of the fifteen sexrmons showe that Dr. Maior's preaching
is primrily Christologionl. This: statoment is supported by ths fact
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that da all tho sormons, with the excoption of £ive semons of the
Thiytien; thexy are more ¥eoforence in overy sexmon to Jesus Christ than
to the Fathor or the Spiwit. Dr. Maier's Trinitarian empheses wore as
foliows: Jesus, Fathew, Spir:l*i;'..,l Tven though tho text of the sexmon 4o
8 largs extent helps to Gstemiﬁﬁ the peculilar Trinitarian accent, it
s8till seoma very probable that Dr. Maler emphasized the Christological
agpyct of theology more &t tho ¢lose of his radio miunistry than at the
begimming.,

In comection with the work of the Holy Spirit thoro scems to be
a2 growth in his {theology of preaching, too. For exampls, only cne of
the siz gsoramone prwached during the Thirties has any refereuce to ths
work of the Holy Splwit. On the other hand, overy ono of tho sermons
preached during the Fortios has at lsast ome reference to the Spirit.

One soymon has ag maay ag six.
Variety

Evary sermon contains 8 pleasing variety of declarxetive, lmpoxetive,
Inteyrogative, and oxclamatory sentences. To keep the mind of the listen-
or alayh, avery sermon has long sentences and short sontences. One early
sormom has a mentence of 161 womds, while in the late semsous the sen~
| temces yarely go over one hmdrod worda. ' No doubb, iv his later ministyy,
Dr, Mador trisd to adhore moro closely to poreuasive radio style, &nd
this accounts for tho shorter ssntences.

Thoye wexe long paregraphs and short paregraphs. Every sermon
shows excollent veriety in reforence to the fowr itoms peopls sre basi-
cally imterested im: poople, activity, conflict, and husn wents. The
two sphezes of interost which seem to predominate in Dr. Majer's proaching

S
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" f aro people and conflict.

The sermons axv extremely interesting, bocause, from begloning to
end, other peopls are involved in the messegs. Thie ascounts for Dr.
Majer's use of tectimonies, anthoritios, end illustwetions., Yot his
mogt striking use of poopls to gulde the listensy through the message
lios not in these comowhat extrancous materials but in the charactors
or paople thewselves involved iv the text of the mermon, Thus, in the
seroons analyzed the listensr is meds to obssrve the colorful and dra~
matie activity of such Bible charectors ss Awsh and Jozobtol; Nicodsmms, -
the Conturion ot the Crose, Msxy, ond Potor. Thie emphasis of meiking
the characters of ths text lead the Lew end Gospol momssage is outstande-
iag in Dr. Maler's preaching snd is good homiletics and powerful persua-
sion, ; L

Coni'lict de the otheor outstanding element successfully employed by
Dz, Maier, Me was ome who would lot hammer blows fly at anything which
atood in the way of tho Cospel of Josus Christ. His sormons also bear
witnese of this fect. In one sermon he publicly took to task the Revissd
Standard Versioa of the Bible for substituting the word "Teachozr” for the
Avthorized Version "Master" in Mark 14:1k, Many sormons contain vindic-
tive elemonts and attacks against oxisting conditions which are false and

ginful, It is well to illustrate:

8in iz the most unpopular of all subjocts for discussion to-day, wien
People love to dwell lingeringly om the inherent goodness of man or
try to disguise the hidoousmess of sin, sugar-cost its bitlermsas,
and explain away ite vicious nature wnder the masquerads of dishonest
phrassology. Thus to-day peychological thoories aro often substi-
tuted for the Ton Commendments. In our current vocabulary & man who
uses profanity and abuses the high and holy nams of God is sald to
ghow "bad taste." A "recketesr” whose ruthlesa mch:lns gun mepg
down en innocent pedestrian suffers uader a series of caitz'lpls_ma.

A child thet refuses to obey its pavents is coddled as 2 aelg-
exprossionist.” Young people who disvegard the reguivemsnt o
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me-marital chastity olain tc enjoy the "novw Desdom of ouy nov
age,” walle those wiw do obuerve this chastity awe said to suffer
from "ivhibitlons.” Ii's Hot Our Fapli, © recent book, is one of
the latest Litewwyy atbacks on the sterk realily of poreonal a!.n.“‘

o oifton ehallanged hie advorsarics ss the following passagp veriflea:

Thyes weeks ago I rostated the Savier's own challonge, "If I hawe
@polen evil, booar vitoess of the ovil,” and T ssld the ethwicts
and unbolievers In our yadlo andlonce 4o Lring ono real, sub~
aiantiated ﬁ*a@“m*:. amingt our Fedeswor, Singo that time ve
Imve rogolved botmen thirviy-five end forty thonsend letters;

bat ¢o date :m, e wepd, honost scousation agmingt owr lopd has
ome 40 our sttention, D

T investigation of the £ifeon sormons shows that ho particulssly
attagked Dyl ond wntime mesagre of books anil newspayer articles,
which wore not in hamsony with the Cospel., At loest fiwe out of the
Tiftoon cormous teatify to this., The following passugo, which is from
the last somson lo m&clra&, 1llustratos this well:

A ook that twmed up in Geymany, end thet was widely read by owr
GI% olghison months agy told thw Amorican soliiless and eivilisns
Shore aot to pity the Litile Coxman child they might see sﬁﬂing
in the mbdbls, poorly dmm, eold and hamgry; for this book

wvarnsd, “Dontt forget, in twenty-five yoays this 1itils boy may %o
H‘.le; your sontl” Owr 1on were not moved hy such appeals. This
Christmes seeson agein, recalling the Saviorts woxrds, "Iove yowr
omanios,” our soldiors hawo reaombored the undormouriched and wmder-
ivileged childven in the dofeatod countriss, &p mny of them
m4A13, ams, 40 have somn of thelr happlest moments, 6

Traly, kio dofeonse of 4w Gospel ond his bold attack on sin oon-
mmu&mhtotbaMM@wmhowofhum.

Among the olomonte of concroteondss vhich ave most culstanding In D,

untor, we Jatheren Bour, o, 200f.

Yintor, Doy Coxtey sl Songtey, 9. I3TE.
Yisator, Do Pr. Valter A. Maler Heporiel Dooklat, 2. 1.
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Malowr?s preaching 1o divectness. "o 1lafb no doubt that he definitely
meant you, the ustenor: ."/:In. ons geoymon ho commented:

I asl, not the world, not America, nok your ns:lgifbof, but you your-

gell, personnlly, you especially: "Do you know that without faith

in the Savior of your poul, desplite bank account, collsge dogrees,
busiasss prominsuce, dosplic name snd fame, iufluense and afflusnce,
you ar"a. ,.aanefus Ba;?'s in m}ﬁ',zScriptum ; "Clesh,? opposed o God

and undsr dls condomation?® .

It seoms as though Dr. Malor was not alweys as dirsct 1o his piwach-
Iag as his late sermons indicate. In the sormons proacbed before World
War IT "you” sentences and "weo sontences axe quite ogually represented
in a germon. Tn somo gormong there are far mors "wo's® than "you's.”
Mowovar, in the sermons proached after the War t.hem is not a single ser=
mon ttham the "we's” pmdo::rinata'.’ These sermons are very pointed and di-
rect. This also roprosents growth in the persussive preaching power of
Dr. Maler,

A.?L’c;haagh thers 1 no statistical evidence for thic statement, it is
the opinion of the writer. aftor having read through many of Dr. Maler's
germons, that in the Tivst part of the sermon Dr. Meior would usually em-
phagize +he common grownd with his euiionce through o predominance of "we
sentencas. During the socond part of the sermon be would becoms mOXe di-
rect by uslag more "youte.® The first person singilar was quite fre-
qently used in the early mexmons, while thexe wore not too many instan~
ces of this in the late ones, probably because the late sermons had be-
come more hortatory in nat‘mi

chaaiumlla'; sermons contain sections In which it is nost evident

that Dr, Mader wos trying to yoach every individwal. The following is a

S e Cma—

YTwaier, Lot Us Return Unto iho Iomd, ». bk
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typleal exampls:

Ag you confess your thenklegsness, selfishasss, lack of apprecia-
tion Tor His love, mxy you, the sick and invalid confinsd %o your
rooms; you, the wounded and fnjured in our military hospitals;
you, thoe man and wonsn of our widospread armed. forces; you, the
worksrs in our defonse industries; you, the youmg and the 0ld on
the nation's vital howefront, all of you, be glven the courage and
confidence of falth requived to raise youxr hand in this ocath of
allegiance: "0 Joous; Redeemer of my soul,; T thank Thee with every
Libex of wy helagy for the wercy, the self-sacrifice on the cross,
that redecmad mz, v lost end cordewmed creatwe. Cratefully I zce-
copt the cleoanuing granted by Thy blood. Hmmbly I pledgs mysalf
H0o Llive with the Spivit's belp In gratitudes for Thy grece. So
holp ms CGod!®

He ofton mentioned his own fealing and persopal obligation %o every
human being. In ons of his germons ke stated:
Since you need the Tord more then all olse and every promise we
broudeant to you st therefore be Chidst~founded, Clurist-centered,
Clwist-exalting; because I do not want to meet you before the judg-
wont poat of oterndty and have you indict mo with this charge, "I
hourd you preach, bubt you told me nothing of my sin or my Savior;
you nover ohowed me the wey from eerth 10 heaven,” I put before you
today the intense love of the Loxd Jesus for your soul and ask:
Do you leaoy THN PRICE CHRIST PATD FOR YOU?9
Who will not be persmaded by & preacher who menifests such Intense com-
corn for hiz hwarers?
Amother evidence of concrotensss is Dr. Maier's prolific use of
'\/ 11lustrations 4o clerify his Gospel yossags. No sormam has less than
two illustrations. Threo have as many 68 oight. Thess figures do not
take into consideraiion hestimonies and evidence of authorities which in
& sonse cowld also be thonght of as ilnstrative material.
V' Most of the 1llustretlons ere either historical or of conterporaxy

life. ' Historical illustrations seem %o he used e bit more frequently,

410w, Amorica, Twm to Christ, p. 115.
UM, 100 st Set the World Aright!, p. Tl.
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oxzopt durlog the Way vhen quite e few war snscdotes axe brought into

the sermons., The Polloving ililwstretion typifies many of the coatempo=

vary illustratiomsuged dueing World War IX:
A Iutheyan chaplain, wounded during ths eariy, costly days at
Guadaleanal xecontly told ms that after & particularly heavy at-
tack, wheon dead and bloeding Japauness lay in piles before our baybed-
wive baprricadss, be weab oubt with his commanding officer o help
iesagen the ensmien® suffering., The Tirst Japansse they touched
was lying on his face, mortally wounded., Ag our man turnsd him
over, hoping to cage his last momonts; that dying ensmy swmoned his
waning strength, pulled a hend gremade from his shirt, quickly with-
dyvow the firias pin; end threw it &t tho commander in a futils at-
Tompt to kill those who had come to relieve him,

This thanklessnses 18 nob sestricted to battleflelds. Ingratitule
is one of the world's most froquent sins. 50

V' Bible 1linstretions sre seliom used, vith tho erception, of course, of
the illustrations incorporated in the toxt itseii’,',"!as mentioned before,

In owisr to make the Gogpel messags even m:m—:i dlrect, meaningful,
and practicel, he ofton makes application and presonts direct programs
for Christisn setion. In ons sormon he gave & Ten Polat Progrem for
Christisn living.o+ The polnts axe listed sumrlcally wiich swrely
holps to impross thom on the listemer's mind.

Alliteration is a common device used to holp clarify the mossag.
Every sermon has from six to forty-five instances of this beautiful
figure of speech. It is, perhaps, good to quote e few of the outstand-
ing oxamples: "Sin-gosked world . . . poverty-pinched peopls . . .
dropoed into doath . . . Sin-steined souls . . . complets compassion,
limitless lowe, matchloss mexcy, glorious grece, free forglveness . . .

aser, Amsrice, Tuxn to Christ, pp. 101f.
Slyaier, One Thoupand Radio Volces for Christ, pp. 367%.
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flraly founded falth . . . full, fyee, final, Pinished morcies . . .
stain of & single ein . . . doath-destroying love . . . to Josus or Jung-
19, %o Chrlst or chaos, o redemption or rain . . . permitiing the pur-
suit of paliry possessions . . . holp emd heal, sooths and strongthen,
comfort and cheer . . . selfish, sinful, sordid . . . magnificence of
the Christamas merey andl moaswre the grendeur of His grace.” It is in-
toresting to note the alliterative ropotition 1a this sontenco:

From Golgothe the praying Christ; the dying Christ, the atoning

Chrlst, looks af our ags with a plea for more prayer, deeper rayer,

gtronger prayer and with the hea.van:l%- promise of answored prayer,

achieving prayer, victorlous prayer. 2

Dr. Maler made vory little attompt to wse flowery and figuretive
language. He proached simply, directly, powerfully. Thero is only one
instance of adorned languags which is rather striking, Tms, it is
worthy of gquotation et loast to show what Dr. Maior was &ble %o do, bub
rorely did, for the sake of clarity:

Thon Jesus speaks of His Fathor's hands, with the power and protec-

tion they affoxd. The hands that stretched the canopy of the heave-

ons and studdsd 1t with myrieds of stars; the hends that callsd ths

univeraze into bheing and dirsct the music of spheres; tho hands that

raised the mountains end dug the hollows of tho sea; the hands that

arouse sleeping nature for the reawakening of spring, tho hands that

touch the dxy bonss of death end transform them into newmess of 1ife;

~=into thoso divine hands that guided the inspired writers %o pen

pronise after promise, Christ committed his soul and now asks you

0 comit yours.o

In concluding this section on the Dewices of Styls, 1t can safely bo

sadd thai Dpr. Mader wade good use of repatition, variety, and comcretensss.
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Mont fmporbant iz the fact that v mwached about peopls end rerely lot
the hoawer loss sight of oome porson, most slweys in sstion., 'Tho other
faget of miyle vhich contriluted mush to his pereuasive meeching was his
£lrent confrontetion of the Lisboner with the Lav and Goupsl mossage.
His l’-’;’:&’-‘_f‘ﬁi’:}j;ﬁ wag slopla; cloar, Plowing, beautiful., Xic yords had im-
Prosulve power.
Summery

Wit then, con gomernlly bo oaid of the factors of porsuasion in
the ennldysis of £iftson sormone? To be swe, the hasic poreuasive ole~
mwnte of both contont snd niyle are ovidsnt in all of Dr. Maler's preach-
ing frem his very first sormon to the last., Yet thyoughout the yeare
hie soymons show o considerebls growth in the use of capecially the
fnllﬁwln;; poravasive homileticanl ekille: specific information, tes«
timmies, qusutions, imporatives, perssating distribution of Iaw and
Gospal, ropotition, timeliness, direotuens, end urginey of purpoe; mot’
0 mombion an ovident growih in his theology of meaching with geater
cmphanis on the Spivit and the resurmection of Christ. It wvas a pro-
gresnion In dagree rether then kind without whisk he probebly nsver would

have achicwed such offechive mastery of ths radio pulplt as he ectually
ala, :




CHAPTER VI
THE CONCLUSION

What noteworthy conclusions can now bo drewn from the preceding
Investigation of the factors of persuasion in the sermons of Dr. Walter
A, Maler?

To begin with, 1t mst bo noted that every practical investigation
of this kind is bound to a certalin amount of subjectivity. One can
aever completely divorce pergonal feeling from strict objective thought.
The improssions of Dr. Maier's powsrful preaching which the writer of
the thesis experienced elveady in childhood, no doubt, also prosent
their positive undercurronts in this investigationy Yet there is some
objectivity in 1t all because Dr. Maler's sermons are compared with
standaris of persuasive preaching set down by scholars in homiletics,
peychology, and speech. Thus, in the study of the ssrmons the writer
ofton found himself compoting between en ldeally subjective and a really
O;Drjef;‘bi"fe approach to tho subject. Yet he has coms to somo definite
convictions as to the rolative importance of the factors of persuasion
involved in Dr. Maler's preaching.

Firet of all, one of Dr. Maler's g’éatest sources of preaching
strength lay in his dynsmic Christian psrscmality. It is the opialom of
the writer that another preacher could use all the porsuasive devices ‘/
vhich Dr, Maior employed and still not preach liks him. Dr. Maier wag
unigue in his perconality. His preaching was mavked by =a active love
for God and psople, by siucerity and terrific earmestmess, by overvhelns
ing zeal for 1ife, by outstanding mental abilities, by an wncompromising .
and couragoous way in the faith of the epostles and prophets. Indsed,

e ———— e —=
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ono of hls most yemarkabls character tralts was his resolute foarless-
nesg. o set the hammy of God's law down firmly upon anyoms who was
gullty of ein. And bscause ho was fearless, peoplo saw ho hed gommine
convictions, They wealized his loving concern for them, This fact
helpad to make his sermons astoundingly persuasive.

Tho greatest ani ulitimate source of preaching power, howsver, lay
a0t in tho xadio preachor but in what hs preached. It was not in the
man but in the Mossags. He prvached the acting and actlvating Word of
God, both Law and Gogpel, which in Christian preaching is the primary
factor of porsvasion. Tho epoken Word itself porsuades. This is the
amazing wodiscovery of the ontlre thesis., Ono camnot even read the
soraona without exporiencing the Holy Spirit's holp in pondoring the
great fact of redemption.

D, Maleor proached the Law with the serionsmess of an 014 Testa-
mant prophot and applied it to modern times, He preached sin in its
real theological sense, 2 separation, zebollion, death, juigment, hell.
Bs would nevor lot his lisfeomer zvst from the indicting judgmont of the
Law, Thus, he diagaosed the Law many times in ons sarmon. The Law was
always preached with & view toward contrition and repsantance.

Dr, Mailer proached the Compol with all the fexvor of a Now Testa~-
mont evangolist. He presonted the Gospsl as a gift, @ free and full of-
foring for the forglvensss of sins of all menkind. His Gospel always
contered about what Christ hes domo and etill doss for aimmors. Hs
Preached the Gospol of foréivemaa and power for life.

Most unigue about his preaching of the Gospel is that he did nob

montion 1%t only once in evexry sermon, but time and timo again. ' Ome
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sermon hes as many as nilmoteen paragraphs contalning clear proclamations
of Gospol. Every sormon has one outstanding Gospel paragraph, which
spoaks in magnificent detall of the only Way of Life.

In Dr, Maler's pereunasive preachlng of Law and Gospsl, them, it is
important to remombor threo things: the gonuine thoological emphasis;
ths application to contemporary problems; the permeating diatribﬁim
throughou! the entlre sermon.

The investigation points up the fact that Dr. Maier also readily
employed other factors of persuasion. No doubt most of thom he used
unconseiously, while some he put into the sormon comsciously.

Among the clsments of content which are quite often employed are
appsals to reason through & good outline, statistics, testimonies, eand
evidencs of auwihoriitios; appoals 4o the emotions by considering man's
basic desirves, espocially tho desize for affection; appoals via con-
trast to dscision; appeals to suggestion such as social suggesilon,
shallengss, questions, and commands; and the eppsels ovident in pointed
introdustions and challenging conclusions, The mogt outsianding charac-
teristic of Dr. Maler's sormons im the unusual combination of both Bib-
lical and +imoly combemb. Except for tho wnchanging law ond Gospel
traths, the sormons would be long out of dats bacause they were written’
for the moeds of people in ome particular time in history. This fact
Vas a boon to Dr. Maler's effective preaching during his day becaus_e
timly sermons are pewsuasive Sermons

The porsuvasive devices of style which find promimence in Dr. Maler's
Droaching axw the yepotition of thems, text, and Biblo passagss; veriety
in sentences and paragraphs, and sermon contemt; and concretensss through
short end pimple words, directnsss, illustrations, ead alliteration.
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The elsments of conflict and apologetics daxe not ho overlooked as
important tachniques for creating aud holding attontion. Turkhermore,
it chonld bo sald that wapld movemsnt best characterized the style of
Dr, Mailer's preaching., FPeopls, espscilally the chavestors involved in
the texb, would lead the listeney through point after point in the ser-
mon, The diwvect "I-you" approach and the prolific use of ilmperatives
added more punch and persuasive power to his preaching,

Dy, Maler's dolivery of aboub one hundred seventy words por mimute
was characterlized by earnestnoss and vitality. The Gospel was proclaimsd
ag thousgh there ware only twonty minutes lefh to bring miliions to Christ.
It was an urgent, highepitched delivery, marked by & cholce use of vari-
oty in volume and rete. Although his dalivery was not tho best from
the radlo poiant of viow, yeb people loved it and listened %o his dynemic
TMOBSBLYE .

The Polloving oxder of the Word, personality, and the factors of
persuﬂmion;,' in the writer's opinion, shows the relative importance of
the fowrbeen most walque and outstanding factors of poysuasion employed

in Dr. Mailer's preaching:
1. The Woxd: Law ani Gospel

&, thorouzh Biblical concept
b, poxvasive distribution

e, application to contewmporary needs
4. Gospel impsratives
2. The Dynamic Christien Personallty of Dr. Maler
a. conviction
Y. sarnssitusas

G. boldness




125
3. Factors of Porsuasion: Contont, Styln, Delivery
8. timelincos of facts and illustrations
b. wegent, direct, "I-you,” hortatory emphanis
¢. movemeuts poople and ths characters of the text
d. spocial and specific information
©. conflict and apologetic charecter
T. repotition and variety
& vitellity of delivery -
Tho sermon study shows that there was an evident progression in

Dr, Maler's use of the factors of psrsuasion. This is appareat in

-~
>

soveral baslc elomentz. The late sormons preached have a mors parva- L
give dlatribution of Law and Gospel, groater accent on Chwistology and
tho Resurrection and the Spivit, more Gompel imperatives, more speclal
and gpocific iaformation, more Christlan testimonies, questions, come
mands, and a mors direct pm::«anmtica" The groat radio horald’s entire
nindetry seemsd o bulld up to a tromendous climax,

It 1s worthy of note that Dr. Maler's prsaching was preaching in
the stricieet ssase. It was simple proclamstion of sin and grace.
Thery was no evidense of any philosophical attempt to sxplain soms of
the moro profound concepts of Biblical txuth. The mossags was simply
bresonded and applled as truth. This fastor medo his prvaching par-
ticularly appealing, not cnly to the educated, but, sbove all, to the
388 of common paopla. |

Dr, Maler was ope of the truly geat radlo preachers of all tims.
Thers 18 still mmch in tho content, style, and delivery of his sermons

that remains to bo explored. Examining more of the lmplications of his
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theology of preachlog alone wonld beo an extremsly exciting and bemeficial
vask,

From 8 personal :goiu*b. of viow, tho study of the fectors of parsua-
sion in the sermons of Dr. Maler was oxtremely inspiring and profiﬁablé.
It wag noh an experlence in homiletics alons, bhut above all, in theology
~=practlcal theology. The investigation of the factors of persuasion,
from & theologleal and homiletical poiat of view, in the sermons of the
powerfal wadlo proachse '\rouid be a wich exporience for every Christian
preacher! Iv the printed and recomded sermons of Dy, M2ier are eble to
make such an effective impact on the mind end hsart of the obsorver, who
can even bogin to measure their full persuasive power as the sermons

Tivet flowed Porth Trom the 1ips of the man of the Lutheran Howe?
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