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1. Acquaintance with the scriptural truths for all merabers of 
the consret(.ation at the various $tages of spiritual and JJiental 
ruatur it}': ele1nentar)· (pre-school and school age); secondary 
(confirma tio11 aitd po st-c:onf i rma tion 0:ge); adult. 

To gubstnntiate this tenet two Bible pass~ es tiere quoted: 

me) do not cease to pray f C.>r you and to desire that ye might be 
filled with the knowled!,;e Qf Hi s will in all wisdolll and St'>iritual 
understanding, t hat ye ali~ht walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaoing, b<ein~ fruitful in every &oo~;l \\:Ork and increasing in the 
knowled3e of God. (Col. 1:9-10) 

Let; the t:orcl of Christ dwell in you richly i n all wisdom; teaching 
and a<lmonishin~ one another in psalms and hy;:,•ms Q.nd apiritual 
Songs, sin1ing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Col. 3:16) 

Helpful subtitles illu&iinate this conclusi o11 further: 

Acquai ntance t~ith the Fundamental s of Bible History 

Acquaintance with th\'ll Pundar,1entals of Siblical Doctrine 

Ski ll in Handling tl:e Bible 

A l~epertoir e of Pertinent Portions of the Scriptures and Related 
t.1aterial (Catechism rutd Hymas) for Personal comfort, Joy, 
Assurance, and Proof. 

2. Functional Use of these Scriptural truths in the life of the 
individual. 

The Habit of Daily Bible Reading and Prayer (Devotional Life) 

Appreciation and Reverent Use of the Divine Services and the 
Sacraments. 

Holy and Sacrificial Living According to God's Law as an Expression 
of One's Personal Paith 

n. What does the teacher hope to accomplish in the individual 
so that he can take his place in society? Concernin; the home 
we have formulated our objective in general te1'1ll8 as follo~ 

1. The nurturing of indi vidua! members to build and 111aintain a 
Christian home on the baaia of scriptural principles. 

Preparation for Christian Marriage 

The Ability of Parents to llring Up 1'heir Children in the Nurture 
of the Lord 

The Proper Relation of Children to Their Parente 
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'fhe Art of Christian Living in tbe Home 

'l'he Pro!)er Use of Leisure Tb-;e By All Members of the P&lllily 

The second major area of living in our social relationship is, 
of course, the church . Here our objective ia 

2. 'i'he nurturins of individual me~ibers for greater participation 
and leadership in the worl: of the local congregation and of the 
church at large. 

A. Aoqua.intance of tile individual rll(?tnbers ~,ith the l«>rk of 
t he congregation, Synod, and the church at large, with a view 
to grent~.r participation in. this w:> rlt . 

B. f..eaclership trainins for the activities of the congregation 
and the Church (administration, education, missions, charity, etc.) 

c. A sense of stewardship in cheerful and proportionate giving. 

D. Acquaintance with, o.nd appreciation of, the history of the 
Church, including that of the local oongreGation. 

E. An understanding and appreciation of the liturgical heritage 
of the Church. 

3. 'the nurturing fJf individual members in the evang·elization of the 
co.umunity and the world at large as well as for Christian c:i tizen
ship and o-,mi'Q.Unity acU,dties. 

l\. Evao1}elism 

e. Christian Citizenship 

An interest in the Welfare of the Community by t>articipation in 
Social. Economic:, and Political Activiiies 

The Realization of the Importance of Pirayerful U.se of the Rights 
of Suffrage 

Loyal Citizenship 

Love and Sympathetic Understanding Toward Persons of Other Races, 
Nationalities, and RelisJ.oua Convietiona3 

It is out of this framework of zeneral objectives of Christian 

education that the specific objectives of in&truction of youth for 

3Arthur C. Repp, "The Objectivea of Pariah Education," reprinted 
from Con~ordia Theological MontbJ.y (St. Louisa Concordia Publishing 
House, July, 1948), p. 5. 
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confirmation were dra,.,n. Prom this fra.meWJrk there e:nerged a thorough 

educational process for those who desired to become c:o1c.rm.micant members 

of The Lutheran Ctiurch-.. Missouri Synod. A curriculum was cons t r uct·ed 

for this specifi c purpose, particularly for the young people who, 

accordin~ to t radition , con1pleted their formal education on the elementary 

level nt the ages between twelve ard fifteen and were then considered 

eligible for comunmicant membership. 'L'lle transition from the Geman to 

the English lmisuage, also in this phaS<l: of education, namely the 

ins tructiot1 oi J'outh for c:onfirmationt was slow and 6radual until Aaeric:a's 

entry into World ~·~ar I. At the present tirae 'l'he Lutheran Cburch.....;ilissouri 

Synod is 95 per cent English. In this transitional period it became 

necessary to re-evaluate the catecheticat procedures. Long before this 

time, of course, t he pastors were faced with the .problem of instructing 

not only those in the Christian de.y school but also the children of 

menlbers atteooing the public schools, as well as children from the homes 

of the unc:hurcbcd enrolled in Sunday School. Adequate provision was made 

to provide catechetic~l instruction outside of school hours. Becau&e of 

the proble1ns attending this important educational process of iilstructins 

the youth for confirmation, the need for a coordination of practices and 

for precise oenera.1 statements of goals and objectives beca.Ule QQre 

apparent. 

H. o. Mensing, a 1.utheran conter.iporary of these developnients, spoke 

of the work of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod ILlllOng ita youth. A 

tranalaiion from the German of hie viewa reada: 

In this discussion belongs also the inatruction for Confirmation. 
These are truly richly blessed houra during which the paator 
(Seelaorger) instruct& the children aa he perhaps never again will 
have the opportunity. Our fathers have utilized thia privilege 


