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The Art of Christian Living in the Home
The Proper Use of Leisure Time By ALl Meuwbers of the Pamily

The second major area of living in our social relationship is,
of gourse, the church. Here our objective is

2. The murturing of individual members for greater participation
and leadership in the work of the local congregation and of the
chuxch at lazge.

A. Acquaintance of the individual nembers with the work of

the congregation, Synod, and the church at large, with a view

to greater participation in this w zk.

B. Leadership training for the activities of the congregation
and the Church (administration, education, missions, charity, ete.)

C. A sense of stewardship in cheerful and proportionate giving.

D, Acguaintance with, and appreciation of , the history of the
Church, including that of the local congregation,

B, An understanding and appreciation of the liturgical heritage
of the Church.

3. The nurturing of individual members in the evangelization of the
community and the world at large as well as for Christian citizene
ship and community activities.

A. Evangelism

B. Christian Citizenship

An interest in the Welfare of the Community by Participation in
Social, Economic, and Political Activities

The Realization of the Importance of Prayerful Use of the Rights
of Sufirage

Loyal Citizenship

Love and Sympathetic Understanding Toward Persons of Other Races,
Nationalities, and Religious Convictions3

It is out of this framework of general objectives of Christian

education that the specific objectives of instruction of youth for

3Arthur C. Repp, "The Objectives of Parish Education,”™ reprinted
from Concordia Theological Monthly (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, Jjuly, 1948), p. S.
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confirmation were drawn. FPFrom this framework there emerged a thorough
educational process for those who desired to bGecome communicant members
of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. A curriculum was consiructed
for this specific purpose, particularzly for the young people who,
according to tradition, completed their formal education on the elementary
level at the ages between twelve and fifteen and were then considered
eligible for communicant membership. 7The transition from the Gemman to
the English language, also im this phase of education, namely the
ingtruction of youth for confirmation, was slow and gradual until Acerica‘'s
entry into World War I. At the present time The Lutheran Church--iigsouri
Synod ig 95 per cent English. In this transitional period it became
necessary to re-gvaluaie the catechetical procedures. Long before thisg
time, of course, the pastors were faced with the problem of instructing
not only those in the Christian day schosli but also the children of
members attiending the public schools, as well as children from the homes
of the unchurched enrolled in Sunday School. Adequate provision was made
to provide catechetical instruction outside of school hours. Because of
the problewns attending this important educational process of instructing
the youth for confirmation, the need for a coordination of practices and
for precise general statements of goals and ob jectives became more
apparent.

H. D. Mensing, a Lutheran contemporary of these developments, spoke
of the work of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod among its youth., A
translation from the German of his views reads:

In this discussion belongs also the instruction for Confirmation.

These are truly richly blessed hours during which the pastor

(Seelsorger) instructs the children as he perhaps never again will
have the opportunity. Our fathers have utilized this privilege
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