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CHAPTER I
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AMND METHOD OF THIS STUDY

The instzuction for corfirmation is ome of the important duties
assigned %o Lutheran pagtors by the congregations which they serve. it
ig likewise made the direct responsibility of every Lutheran minister
of Cbrist's Gospel involved in instructing young Christians by the Good
thepherd iiinselif , Who says, "Ieed My Lambs.”

Since tne instruction of catechumens is an intimeste and singulazly
unique responsivility of every Lutheran pastorx, it would have been
presunptuous to attempt an exhaustive study of the complexities which
are inwlved. WHe wmention but a few: be pastor's personality, the
ability and age of the students, the tradition of that particular local
congregation, the home background, and the school experience pattern,
whether parochial oy public.

In this study our primary interest was to approach, study, analyze,
and, wherever possible, resolve the basic problems attending the develop=-
ment of specific objectives for junior confirmation instruction in The
Lutheran Church-=Missouri Synod.

The problem confronting the individual pastor as he set himself the
task of determining his personal ains for his confirmation instruction
was primarily one of a basic confusion involving an inability to distine-
suish'betweeu objectiﬁes and nethods agd mgterials. There was also an
iﬁclinhiioﬁ»borbulk instruction for confirmation iu the general area of
Christian education without a definiie gozl and objective for this

particular educational activity.
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That such confusion existed became apparent when one studied some
of the research in areas of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod pertinent
to the subject uwatter at hand. One such analytical study involving a
section in Minnesoia pointed up considerable confusion in estabiishing
objectives for instruction for confirmation.?

Siuce the maitter of objectives was noted to be fluid in nature and
rested at least in part on chenging needs within the church, one could
not be dogumatic ner rigid in stating thew. On the other hand, it was
equally dangercus not to articulate and specify objectives and risk the
dauger of Leing lost in a8 meze of indeficite material without focus or
dirgciion.

The problem, then, was to specify and articulate as exhaustively and
precisely ag posgible the specific ainms and objectives of confirmation
instruction which were unique and germave o this specific religious
educationsi activity.

In order to limit and specify this study, a definition of instruction
for confirmation for our purposes was the instruction of adolescents for
confirmation as conducted by ithe pastors of parishes of The Lutheran
Church-~Missouri Synod within the presently established, desigpated
districts of the United States of America.

From the Lutheran Reformation down to the present time the shifting
emphagis upon confirmation and the instruction preceding this church rite
was evaluated. Thereupon the study proceeded to focus and synthesize

the instruction for confirmation by examining specific statements and

ipobert T. Koehler, "A Survey of the Confirmation Instruction of
the Children Within a Pastoral Conference" (May, 1948), pp. 13-18.
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presentations with official and gemi-official standing within The
Lutheran Church--Misgouri Synod.

The research revealed that The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod felt
that it had found at least a partial answer in its reiigious ecducational
institutions. MNot only does it maintain Suniay schools, Saturday schools,
and Vacation Bible schools, but it has established the most extensive
elementary and high school system in Protestantisn. It is in this frane-
work of gereral Christian education, then, that this church body continued
to re-examineg and evaluate the religicus educational institution of con-
firmation, vrediceted on one 1o two years of intensive and carefully
focused religious instruction. Inciuded in the attempts to view the
ingtruction for coufirmation as & specific and focused activity in the
total religious cducztional picture of this syrnod ere the present efforts
to define and erticulate a gemeral Ilutheran philogoply of educaticn, As
this exaciing task proceeds sad nears completion in Yhe Lutheran Churclie=
Missouri Synod, the ingights and evaluatidna relating to the confirmation
instructicnal practices will be cdefined and focused corresgondingly wore
claarly.

A practical congideration arosé when it was vcalized that research
in religious education relating $o specific institutious in ihe structure
of the church body could not fulfill a function unless the general cou-
clusions were by some means wade available to the pastor and the parish
wrestling with the problem., However, the pastor with the multiplicity
of detail in the uwodern church operation would not be as cognizant of the

problem as he should be. Hence, it was expedient that the awareness of

the pastor be sharpened and heightened by conference papers and material
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emanating frou district aud synodical boards of education. This cycle
had been aptl? established in The Lutheran Church--4issouri Synod to
the extent that the research and interest in religious education gen-
erated on the higher levels of administrative boards and commissions has
presentiy reached down into the individual churches and pastors. ¢me
could detect a rising interest in educational principles as well as
methods and materials throughout this growing church bedy.

The study showed that a weil-directed, meaningful, and profitatle
course of instruction for confirmation was usually possible only after
the individual psstor estabiished the policies, planned the curriculum,
and declared the current objectives to his congregational board of parish
education.

To this end it would e of great bemefit to the individual pastor
of this Lutheran synod to seceive in his professional jourpais stimulating
and provocative material and conciusions from synodical specialists.

More courses in this important pastoral function might be provided in
synodical graduate schools. The excellent workshons in confirmation
could be expanded and multiplied in established summer schools. A
religious educational activity of such importance requires much thought
and study on every level from the individual pastor to the important
synodical boards with a national responsibility. Such study, asnalysis,
and foundation of clear, precise objectives will bear fruit in meaningful
and rewarding instruction periods for both the catechumens and their
pastor and will result in well-trained workers for The Lutheran Church--
Missouri Synod reducing the alarming defections of Lutheran youth %o

Christ and lis Church.



CHAPIRR 1IX

TRACING THE HISTORY OF CONFIRMATION IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AS THIS
PERTAINS TO THE PRESENT DAY INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES OF THE LUTHERAN

CRURCH==MISSOURL S¥NOD

A brief statement with a wide historical sweep concerning the
matter of catechetical instruction provided a provocative introduction

for our suxvey.

Leaders of the early church took jJesus' command to “Go teach®
literally. This was especiglly true in preparing catechumens
for chureh mewbership. Instruction preceded and followed
admission into church membership im the post-Apostolic church.
Materials used were the Bible, the Didache, works of Clement and
Origen, and other resources. Before the Reformation three
elenents were taught in catechetics: 7The Ten Commandments,
Creed, and Lord‘'s Prayer.l

In a paper presented to an Inter-syncdical group, Gustav K. Wiencke

described the orectices in the EBarly Christian Church in the following

nanner.

Confirmation today preserves elements that were originally

part of primitive Christian baptism. This is true because, as
the Christian Church grew and won convarts (rom paganism, it had
to safeguard itself by admitting to baptism only those who had
been carefully prepared and instructed. Catechetical teachers
were provided for this purpose by special schools set up by the
bishop. During this period the catechumens were admitted only
to the preaching service. 8Special acts of consecration used to
admit "hearers" (catechumens) to the prayers of the church {(genu
flectentes). These acts are the beginning of the present rites
of confirmation. Not until just before baptism were the words
of the baptismal confession (Apostles' Creed) revealed. Cate-
chumens were received by the laying on of hands, exorcism, and
presentation of sanctified salt. Following a rigorous period of

1“Plunning Your Catechetical Program,” Board of Parish Education
(Philadelphia, Pa.).
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prayer, fasting, confession of sins, they were solemnly baptised
(genezaily by immersion), and admitted to the holy mystery of
the gucharist.2

A few general statements sufficed %o demonstirate the development

of confirmation as an ex opere operato sacrament within the chuxch. The

seven scrutiny masses, of which one was part of the baptismal ceremony
of the infant, demanded that the sponsozs be properly instructed and
speak for the children. The sponsors received instruction in the Apostles
Creed and the Lord's Prayer, committing them to memory and reciting them
in the sight of the children, and finally promised tc make both the
Apostles Creed and the Lord's Prayer the basis of the God-child's educa~
tion. In addition the parents were exhorted to instruct the children
accordingly. An ecclesgiastical concern in this matter involved the
bishops. On thelr regular visitations the bishop inguired whether the
local priests had meetings with families for the instruction of the
young and whether the priests® libraries contained necessary instructional
materials.3

The following statement from a liturgical source summarized the
final action in accepting confirmation as the second sacrament of the
Roman Catholic Church.

The secrament of confirmation which was first identified by

Victor of St., Hugo as the second sacrament was given a church

definition in the decree of Pope Bugene, IV. "Pro Armenis” at

the Council of Florence, 143Y%, was of ficially accepted as the
second sacrament of the Church. We can see the direct connection

2Gustav K. Wiencke, "Confirmation Instruction in Historical
Perspective,” The Lutheran Quarterly (May, 1955), pp. 99-113.

3%. Reu, Catechetics or Theory and Practise of Religious Imstruction
(Chicago: Wartburg Publishing House, 1918), P.. 66, .
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and developnent between the externals of the sacreament and the
original laying on of hands after baptism by the bishop.4

Embodied in the sacrament of confirmation were the anointing,
originally associated only with baptism, and the conveyance of chrisma
by the laying on of hands. The oil (a mixture of clive 0il and balsam)
for the anointing was usually prepared on Maumly Thurscday by the bishop
with the assistance of priests, usual‘ly nunbering twelve, and used
throughout the ensuing year. 7This preparation invelved prayer, exorcism,

and "breathing upon" (Anblasung--insufflatio, halitus) and was completed

with the reverent cry, Ave Sanctum Chrisma.S

The age of the children considered ready for the sacrament varied
between the Roman and Eastera churches. in the Roman church the age of
the confirmand varied between seven and twelve, and in the Greek church
the children were confirmed as soon as feasible after baptism. Only in
the Roman church was & special time of the year set aside, that being
usually at Pentecost coinciding with the feast of the bishop. Confirma-
tion in the Roman amxl Basterm churches had little or nothing to do with
the catechetical instruction of the catechumens.0

from the time that confirmation was comsidered the second sacrament
by Hugo of Saint Victor (died 1144) and generally accepted at the time
of Bugene the Pourth (1439) it was performed preferably not before the
seventh year of the catechumen. (Synod of Cologne, 1279; Synod of Liege,

1287). In eddition, the injunction of the Pourth Lateran Synod (1215)

4Dr. G. Rietschel, Lehrbuch der Liturgik, Die Kasualien (Berlin:
Verlag Von Reuther und Reicherd, 1909), II, 141-142.

3Ibid., p. 142. CONCORDIA SEMINARY

6bid., p. 143. LIBRARY|

ST. LOUIS 5, M
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directed that all Christian children were to go to confession at least
once a vear after they wezre seven years old. Unless cne would consider
such confession instruction of youth for confirmation, formal instruction
for confirmation with but 2 few exceptions virtually ceased to exist.
in the awakening of the Renascence and the iumediate pre-Refermation
Period there were ihose among the pre-fieformers conscious of the
spiritual decay in the Roman Churc¢h who desired to reinstate the
religiouvs education of ail Christians, inciuding also the youth of the
Church. The Waldenses snade use of the Ten Commandwents, the Loxd's
Prayer, and short theses on the Trinity, the Church, the Sacraments, and
works of mercy. Calechumens were required to meworize, among other
things, the Gospels and Hpisties of the Church vear to acqueint them
with the Seriptures.?

Although Wiclif never wrote spscifically for the youth, the tracts
written for the Christian home, including the Creed, the Decalogue, and
the Lord's Prayer undoubtedly exerted a stromg influence om the adoles-
cents coming under his influence. Hus algo did mot write specifically
for the young. However, many of his general writings were included in
the first Hussite Catechisn (between 1420 and 1436) and the comntemporary

Raudnitz Catechism edited by the Noravian Brethren (Boehmischen Brueder)

and were published in Bohemian and German. All these catechisms contain
identical developments on a three-fold division of faith, love, and hope,

and indicate a growing awareness of the need to educate the youth of the

Church in spiritual matters.S

TReu, op: cit.; DP. T6-82.
S1bid.
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The reformszs, led by Lutber himself, vehemently objected to the
concept of confirmation as the second sacrament. Because of this firm
rejection of the Catholic acceptance of nfirwmation, conf irmation as &
rite in the Lutheran Church gained slow acceptance among the reformefs.
Since the objection of the reformers steuaed from the very cogent cbser-
vatlon that there was no Scriptural authority for the Catholic concept
of confirmation, and because the Romish rites were peraealed with super-
stitions and unscriptural cerewonialism, very few of the church regula-

tions (Kirchenordnungen) of the earlier recoustruction period of the

Reformation contain any provisiong for the rite of confirwmation. ¥Por
years the Lutheoran Church hesitated botween these objections to the Roman
Catholic sacramsntal views of confirmation aud the nccessity of regulating,
in accord with proper church discipline, the admission of young people

and new menbers to the Lord's Supper. The leaders of the church began

to sae the practicability of using the custom of confirmation and
retaining it as a churchly rite. libwever, in the subsegueat period of

the Ianteriu, coupled with suggested compromises with Rome culminating in
the Ratigbon Colloquium, much that vriginated in this early period was
viewed with grave suspicion by loyal Lutherans of later periods.g-

Luther (died 1346), as early as 1322, in his sermon on matrimony,
referred to the Roman rite of confirmation (Pirmelumg) and called it an
"apish foolery" and a "plat of lies" (Gaukenspiel). Luther continued by
stating that one could confirm if confirmation were maintained as a rite

founded as a coavenient huwan ordinance. The reformer used Titus 3:5

- °C. Theodore Benze, Lutheran Liturgical Association Memoirs, edited
by Luther Reed (Pittsburgh, Pa.: The Association, 1907), III-VII, 9-13.
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as evidence that the Apostle Paul‘stutes implicitly that the Holy Ghost
is bestowed only in baptisn anﬂ,ﬁ;kes no mention of confirmation,
aithough he always favored andej‘advacated the instruction of iutheran
youth befere they were declaved eligible for the second sacrament and
adult membership in the Lutheran Church.lo

The Augsburg Confession rejected confirmation as a sacrament of the
church by implication. 7The Smalecald Articles (a confessional statement
by Luther and Lutheran theologians in the city of Smalcald) stated,

We have spoken of ordination, wihich alone, as Jercme says,

distinguished bishops from other elders. Therefore there is

need of no discussion concerning the other duties of bisghops.

Nor is it indeed nccessary to spesk of confirmeticn, nor of the
consecration of bells [nor other tomfoolery of this king .11

In quoting a transglation of Schmucker, Benze summarized the Luthergan
development of that day.

At ithe Ratisbon Colloquium, Melanchion, Bucer, and Pigtorius
proposed (1541) "*Thei Confirmation comprise reminding, admonition,
prayer, blessing, and thanksgiving and be administered only to
those of sufficient age, who had been well instructed before

their first approach to the Lord's Supper. Thus constituted,

they could and would readily consent that it be retained, and also
allow the imposition of hands and the use of the sign of the cross
in the blessing, as both these were unobjectionable obssrvances
and might suggest many geood thoughts.® In the Wittenberg
Refornation (1545} prepered by Melanchton, assisted by Caspar
Cruciger and George Major, with futher®s spproval demand was nade
for a thus purified order of confirmation ami provision made for
its obsezvance.

At the Augsburg Interim (1548) confirmation was declared a
sacrament, ity necessity conceded znd the gpostolic institution
of it and the right of bishops aloue to administer it were
maintzined, To thig the Lutherans objected vigorously and at

last at the Councii of Trent, Lutheran confirmation was condemmed.

1°1bid.. p- 13.

ilvihe Smalceld Arvicles,” Iriglot Concordis: The Symbolical Books
of the Bvengelical Lutheran Church (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1921), p. 525.
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Naturally the Lutheran theologians defended themselves and among
much written at that period, nothing sets forth the Lutheran
position so clearly as Martin Chemnitz® statements in his Bxamen
iridentini (pt. 2 L. 3 De Confirwatione). Ile declares there that
the Lutherans, after freeing the vite from all superstitutions

and useless superstructure insist on a thorough indoctrination

of the catechumens, after which they aze to bz presented to the
bishop and the Church. Then follows first, the admonition
concerning the efficacy of holy baptism and the sealing of the
promises therein by the entige Trinity, by which act was included

a renunciation of Satan, a profession of faith, and a promise of
obedience. Second, by the catechumen himself, a personal public
profession of this doctzine and faith., Third, a thorough exani-
nation in doctrime. Fourth, an admonition that this implies a
dissent from all heathen, heretical, fanatical, and unholy opinions.
Pifth, a weighty exhortation to persevere in the baptismal covenant.
Sixth, public prayer, that God should be pleased by His Holy Spiri¢
to govern, preserve, and confirm them in this profession, To this
prayver might be added the imposition of handsg, without any
superstition.l12

Gradually emerging from the confuged picture of the Reformation and
the Interim and slowly recovering from the deadening effects of the
Thirty Years' War, the Lutheran Church made determined efforts to use
the imstruction of the youth prior to the rite of confirmation as a
valuable instrument of indoctringtion, as well as & coordinated and
controlled effort of the Lutheran Church to provide proper Christian
education for its youth. Where there was no confirmation, the children

were indoctrinated through Christenlehre and other means. Although the

special act of confirmation was not accepted by alil as a formal rite of
the Lutheran Church, the use of the catechism and thorough instruction
before admission to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper and membership in

the Church was accepted without controversy from the very beginning of

the Reformation.

12penze, op. cit., pp. 14-15.
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Geographical differences are identified im an article by Schmucker,

ag recorded by Denze.

The originel Lutheran churches {gnmesio-lutheran), that is, those
of middle Germany distinctively, except Mansfield, know nothing
of confirmation as a special rite; it is found only in northern,
western, and southwestern Germany, and there is not of universal
acceptance. In Austris, im addition, it is found standing alone
through the personal influence of Chytredius and with much opposi-
tion from congregations and pastors. In NMorth Germany it was
carried from Pomerania by Bugemhagen to Stralsund and €rom
Brandenburg by the relation of the reigning houses tc Brumswick,
where afterwazds Chemnitz secured and enlarged its prevalence.
From Brungwick it pazsad to Hoya (Hanmover). In the western
countries it owed its acceptance pagtly to the Reformation of
Cologne, but preeminently to liesse, which under the influence of
Strasburg, and especially of Prencis Lambert, tended towazd 2
Reformed type. Waldeck, Nassau and Lower Samony recesived theis
orvder of Confirwation frou Hesse.

The efforts for the restoration or introduction of confirmation
begen here and thers e¢arly in the seventeenth century and increased
in energy until in and after Spener’s time, they so influenced the
action of the Church as to effect its officiesl adoption in one land
after another. Awong its early advocates were Teleman Heshusius,
Aegg. lunnius, Polycarp Lyser, Leonh, Hutier, Fred Baldwin, Jno.
Tarnow, Jno. Gerhard, Conr. Digtrich, Geo. Calixtus, Theoph.
Grossgebauer, Martin Heinsius, and preemimently in practical
efficiency, Jacob Spener.id
An accepted autboritative souxce of information for Lutheran
cenfimmation was a church regulation for confirmation prepared for the
church in Hesse. 7This church regulation for the rite of confirmation
was used first in 1539 and from llesse spread to many other congregations
with the exception of Pomerania. This confirmation rite was established
and developed by Bucer. It siressed uot only some features which had
been used by the Bohemian brethren already in 1450, but also seemed to
have been influenced by Calvin's Institutes of 1536. Together with the

catechetical features, and in additiom to a public examination in doctrine,

131bid., pp. 16-17.
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the willingness of the candidate to submit to the discipline and the
guidance of the congregation was made 2 part of the profession of faith'14

Several rites of confirmation stressed and emphasized the catechet-‘*c‘l
features of cnfirmation. The regulations of Pomerania (1563) and
Braunschweig-Wolfenbuttel (1569) were such.

After Luther's death during the Philipistic controversies which cast
grave suspicion on the Melanchtonian compromises, the gnesio-Lutherans
categorically rejected all rites of confirmation. lowever, when Martin
Chemmitz rendered his fully rounded exposition on catechetical imstructien
and the rite of confirmation, it gained better acceptance even in con-
servative Lutheran circles. For some time the special act of coufirmation
was regarded as an adiapharon. Ofttimes during this period the cateche=
tical instruction was carxied on well beyound the first participation im
the Lord's Supper, and some held that at this time children as young as
ten years of age were admitted to Commumion. Im the Sizteenth Century
then, despite the positive views of Melanchtoﬁ and Chemnpitz, there was
no uniform practice. Most provinces, and in some cases even individual
congregations, went their own way. In general, two emerging developments
might be traced. Where Brenz and Bugenhagen were influential, there was
no of ficial rite of confirmation, but catechetical instruction culminated
in a final examination in public before the congregation or in private
in the presence of elders and parents, Where Melanchton, Chemnitz, and
Bucer were the spiritual leaders, the rite of confirmation was introduced

to close off the catechetical instruction., The primary goal in both

14paul Graff, Geschichte der Auflosung der alten Gottesdienstlichen
Pormen in der Bvangelischen Kirche Deutschlands (Gottingen: Vandenhoech
and Ruprecht, 1936), 1I, 314-313.
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instances was a proper preparation for the first communion. As the rite
of confirmation was developed in certain areas, some Romanizing tenden-
cies appeared, such as the laying on of hands, the light slap on the
cheek, and certain phrases reminigcent of sacramental statements taken
from the Roman Catholic Pontificale. Although when correctly understood
there was nothing wrong with such practices per se, mevertheless in those
troubled times they created new suspicions.

The catechetical instruction patterned after Luther's famous prineciple ™.
of memorization, explanation, and application was the most popular. Since
not many text books were available, the memorization of essentials was
necessary. In most instances the instruction was by telling, namely the
lecture method.

The publication of the Book of Concord im the year 1580, the fiftieth
anniversary of the presentation of the Augsburg Confession to the Diet im
1530, marked the completion of German Lutheranism. Included im the Book
of Concord are the Small and Large Catechisms of Luther. The Concord
Movement, although it drove many of the followers of Melanchton into the
ranks of Calvinists, nevertheless served to systematize the dogmatics of
the Lutheran Church.

According to some historians, the Orthodox movement became so strong
that it seemed to place intellectual accomplishments and systematized
confessionalism above the Bible. Some consider this the Melanchtonian
Blight. This was a shift away from Luther himself, inasmuch as the reformer
centered his faith in a perasonal relationship with God through Christ Jesus
while a tendency of the Orthodox movement was to center assurance in truth
as expressed in pure doctrine and grasped by the intellect. In this same

period an undercurrent of mysticism appears in the Lutheran Church.
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These movements had their impact also on the catechetical inétruction,
giving a rising emphasis to intellectual attainment.l3
The influence of Pietism, extending thmugh Holland, Germany,

Switzerland, and especially the Scandinavian countries, was given impetus

by Philip Jacob Spener (1635-1705).
Spener, Prancke, and the pietists used the existing confirmation
ceremony, as well as an instruction period in the worship service known

as Christenlehr or Kinderlehr, but gave new meaning to the three forms:

sacramental, church discipline, and catechetical. The instruction becane
a means, not the goal., The confirmation vow was confused with the enthu-
siastic feeling of conversion and thus became solely a personal commitment
to Christ. The method of imstruction involved primarily a word analysis
of the catechism. Pietistic instruction became homiletical, sentimental,
and hortative. The over-stimulation of emotions with an unwholesoﬁe .
subjectivism marked this period.

The Age of Rationalism introduced a2 new problem. How could the
instruction for confirmation be correlated with the religious instruction
in the public schools? ©The chief goal of rationalism was to make reli-
gious truth a convincing reality on the basis of reason itself. Through

.

the Sccratic method they reversed the traditional Lutheran order of pre-

o X

.

sentation. Pirst, plain and specific questions were put to the children

to stimulate their thinking on the subject and their desire to find an

answer by themselves. Usually the subject matter was presented in clear

and appealing formats. The content and substance of Christian Lutheranism, &

however, was lost. The strict adherence to Scriptures associated with

15peu, op. cit., p. 146ff.

A
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the Refori:ation was endangered in this period. A reging interest in the
confessions and alwost no interest in preserving the pure doctrine of
Seripture caused Rationalign to shift the ewphasis of catechetical
instruction {0 ithree main ideas-~God, virtue, and immortelity. Instead
of a deep religious ewperience and a transfer of completied religious
insights and Inouledge to the mind and bheart of the chdid, the Bationalist
instruction was a cold, intellectual exercise. Confirmntion was merely
a vow pledging the child to lo;?al'cy to an outward institution, ihe Chuzch,

Inug from the sinteenth to the aineteanth centuries we followed the
ebb and {low of catechetical instruction of the youth in preparation for
the rite of confirmation. There were no set patterns--the time of the
cnurch year, the period of cstechetical instruction, the age of the con-
{irmands, the customs pertaining to the actual rite of confirmation, the
methods of instruction were by no msans established. Despite some good
features in this period of Rationalisu, particulsrly the method of
instruction, the Lutheran position was virtually forfeited, and elaborate
customs surrounding the rite of confirmation itself were developed. It
was in this period that the confirmands were arrayed in theatrical posi-
tions and the entire service was richly eubellished with many customs, -
some Of which persist to ihis very day. It was flationalism, then, with
its abuses and cutremas that led the Saxon lutherans to America, there
to plant the banners of conservative Lutheran Christianity in the soil of
Amzrica.

Three views emerged in the Lutheran Clurch in regard to the rite of
confirmation. One, the sacramental view, which stressed the prayer of
the congregation and the lz;ing ;n,of hawds, emphasized the ritual and

solemnity and stressed a peculiar bestowal of grace and salvation. This



17
ermache¥ ,

16

viewpoint inclined toward the pietism of Spener and the later schled
and considered confirmation as a completion of the sacrament of Baptism.

Another view, the catechetical, considered indoctrination most
important. Its proponents sought to convey to the child the complete
religious insights and knowledge based on Scriptures as defined by Luther’s
Small Catechism, by which means the candidate then pledged himself to the
scriptural faith of the Church and was prepared 1o receive the lord’s
Supper on his own responsibility, In this view the preliminary examina-
tion im doctrine and the profession of faith Ly the confirmand were
stressed.t?

The third view, that of church discipline, emphasized clurch
menbership and referred primarily to the vow. Participation in the
organizational life of the congregation was required and willingness to
submit to church discipline and policy was made obligatory.ls

Thege three views summarized the varied views held by the Lutheran
Church in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

io bring these historical considerations up to date and place them
in a proper frame of reference, it was necessary to study the history of
the Saxon immigration as this related to the instruction of youth in The
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod (established 1847).

The beginnings of The Lutheran Church-~Missouri Synod are usually
traced to the immigration of the Saxons to Missouri in 1839, the Franconians

to the Saginaw Valley in Michigen in 1843, and the mission work of Friedrich

iwiencke, op, cit., p. i13.
171bia.

181bid.
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Conrad Wyneker (1310-1876) in Indiana. Although Lutheranism in America
antedates the of George Washington and was already In flower during
the Revolutionary War, this study concaerned itself priwarlly with The
Lutheran Church-<Hizsouri Syncd. The arrival of the Saxon Lutherans was

remoyed only forty-nine years fron the ina
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as the first President of the Tnifed Statos. The state of Missouri had

opened its first public schenl in 8t. louls, & two-poom institution, one

year before, 1838. The first teacher training institution in the United
States was opened in the town hall of Lexington, Massachusetis va July 3,
183¢, The Tutheran Church--Missouri Synod had formal feacher training as
early as 1843, and more particularly dn 1846, far in advance of the
mejority of the States in the Union. 19
The early founders of this synod of the lutheran Churzchk in Awmerica

realized the importence of Christian educetion. Already in that carly
period of orgenization they stated emphatically and repzatedly that
whaerever possible congregations should be fortified aud strengihened Ly a
fermal educational ipstitution for children, known as the Lutheran paro-
chial schosl. Prom the very outset then, obvicus also in its historical
development, The Lutheran Church--dMisscuri Synod structured 211 educa-
tional processes, including also the imstruction of youth for confirma=-
tion, in the bread frawework of an implicd Lutheran philosophy of education.
In that early periocd, catechetical instructions were a part of the regular
school curriculum.

Usuzally thke pastor was also the teacher of the schocl. Where this

was not the case, the pastor would then take those children who were in

195, c. Stellhorn, "The Period of Orgsnization, 1838-1847," 100 Years
of Christian Rducation (River Forest, Illinois: Lutheran Education
Assocuticn, 1947), pp. 3-5.
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their last year im the school for specific catechetical instructions.
The formal grading of pupils was not introduced until later years even
in the public scheols. Such Lutheran schools observed a three-divigion
approach to grading: lower, intermediate, and upper classes. Im those
days elementary schooling usually extended over six years. Children
began school considerably later than now. In the Lutheran schools the
last year was completed with confirmation, which was considered tanta-
mount to graduation and nany times ended the formal education of the
children.

The subjects taught in the catechetical format wezre catechism and
Bible history. Some time was also spent on memorizing favorite hymns.
Since the founders of this synod had left Germany because of Rationalism,
they were also sugpicious of the encroachmants of Liberalism in the extant
Anericen Lutheran circles as well as in American Protestantism. As a
result these Lutheransg maintained their German language and a strongly
indigenous educational format.

In addition to the development of an educational system which embodied
alse catechetical instructions, The Lutheran Church--Migsouri Synod had

established the Middle-European custom of Christenlehre in the regular

worship service. At a designated time in each service, the pastor would
conduct a catechization of young people and, at times, alsoc included the
adults in a review of a section of Luther's Small Catechism.

At this time the synodical publighing house, known today as Concordia
Publishing House, began to concern itself with issuing school texts, some
of them German, some English. The widespread McGuffeys were considered

dangerous by some, because they showed a mixed Calvinistic and Arminian
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moral bemt. In 1873 the Synodical Conference resolved to issue a joint
Bnglish Catechlsu, with Professor M. Loy as editor, but becauss of
doctrinal dissension and controversy within the Conference, the first
attenpt was unsuccessful.20

Ever recurging questions which were posed wore peintedly in this
period than ever before, resulted in & re-gvaluation of educational
practices, which had its impact alse on catechetical instruction. Were
parents under obligation to send all their children to the church school?
Was the trend toward compulsory atiendance in the state sclwols merally
binding for Christian parents, and would this exclude the establisghment
and support of Christian scheools? Should girls as well as boys attend
school for an equal number of years? If Lutheran boys and girls attended
public schools, how could they be imstructed for confirmation, simce this
instruction was usually carried out in the Lutheran school? With the
tremendous expansion of the newly-organized synod in this period,
following the immigration of many American lutherans to the West aud
Northwest, it was impossible to carzy out the original geals of the
founders of establishing a gchool with every church. In addition, the
increasing pressure of enforced public education made it impossible to
maintain the original catechetical’plamning. Plagued by a shortage of
professionally trained teachers, which exists to this day, as well as the
recognized inebility of pastors to teach school and carry om their
increagingly complex pastoral duties, many a new Lutheran congregation,

though desiroug of having its own school, found it impossible. As a

20galter F. Wolbrecht, Fhe Period of Expansion, 1864-1894," 100
Years of Christian Education, p. 79.
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result, the compromise plans, which are part of established practices
in the synod today, were them put into operation. After-school hours,
or Saturday mornings, were utilized for specific catechetical imstruction.
The subject matter remained much the same, using the catechism, bBible

history, and hymmal.21

2lrpid., pp. 81-95.




CHAPTER IiX

COLLATION OF STATED AND IMPLICIT OB JECTIVES WITHIN 1HE

LUTHEHAN CHURCH--MISSOURI SYROD UP TO THR PRESENT TIME

The formation of the Hvangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio,
and other States was completed in the year 1847, Although cast in the
mold of middle European culture, this conservative branch of the lutheran
Church had achieved, already in those early days, its own individual,
unigue lutheran philosophy of education. Although this philosophy was
not satisfactorily stated in written form, nor evolved in preper
philogophical tesme, it was real ond vital from the very outset. The
verbal ingpiraticn and accepted inerrancy of Holy Scriptures, the uncon=-
ditional and uncompromising acceptance of Christ as God-man and the only
Savior of sinful humanity, the loyalty to the unaltered Augsburg Confession
and all the Lutheran confessional books contained in the Book of Concord
narked the new synod as one of the most coenservative on Amgrican soil.d

As a result of this unwavering loyaliy to the Scriptures and the
Lutheran confessions, & militant program of Christian education became a
part of its historical development. This new American Lutheran church
body founded its cwn institutions of learning to prepare young men for
the Lutheran winistry, and also founded its own teacher training colleges
for young men and women who would then serve the ever-expanding Christian

elementary school system, which fortified the educational progra=m of

labdel Ross Wentz, A Basic History of Lutheranism in America
(Philadelphia, Pa.: Muhlenberg Press, 1955), pp. 209-211,
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individuel congregations also in confirmation instruction of youth the
length and breadth of the land.

These Lutheran pastors, despite their good training in theology,
still did not realize that, although the aims and objectives of Christiaﬂ_{
education in general apply also to the imstruction of youth for confir-
mation, nevertheless specific aims and objectives must bLe developed for
thig important educational DProcess.

In order to establish this broad framework of Christian education
within which the objectives for junior confirmation were to bé fitted
thege general objectives were listed. -

I. Understanding of the nature of God and man’s relationsghip
to Him (Relationship to God).

11. A growing Christian character (Character).

1X1. Ipve of fellow wmen, expressing itself im the application of
Chrigtian principles in all relationships (love of felilow men).

IV. A rich devotional life as a scurce of spiritual strength
(Devotional life).

V. Active participation in the life and work of the church
(Christian life).

VI. The dedication of time, talents, and treasures to God in a
1ife of faithful stewardship (Stewardship).®

Arthur C. Repp restated the divine directive to pastors by urging
each shepherd to an awareness and understanding of the objectives of the
parish program of education. He stated further that unless pastors plan
prayerfully, systematically, e intelligently, they cannot develop a <

necessary blueprint for their work which will enable them to serve:

Zim. A. Kramer, "Christian Education and Its Objectives,” from
Religion in Lutheran Schools (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing lbuse,

1949), pp. 15-16.
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effectively. ‘ibe broad scope of Christian education was thereupon
esmphasized as reaching all age levels. Repp demonstrated some of the
cenfusion of the day by citing the emphasis on organizations and methods
to the virtual exclusion of aims and objectives. Ile quoted Scriptural
exhortations: "Go ye, iherefore, and teach all nationg, baptizing them
ia the name of the Pather aud of the Son and of the Holy Chost, teaching
then to observe ell things whatsoever I have commanded you" {(Matt. 28:19-20),
and seid further to merke nen “wise unto salvafion through faith which is
in Christ jesus" (2 Tim. 3:15), and somctimes added, "That ihe men of God
may bLe perfect, thoroughly furnished unte all good works" (2 Tim. 3:317),
and observed that these Bible passages are t0 be investigated in the
light of the rest of the Jeripiures or theixr {ull implications may be
lost. Other passages stated, "Grow in grace end in the kuowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Clwist" (2 Peter 2:18), and so that the "Hord of
God....effectually worketh also in you that Lelieve” (1 Thess. 2:13)
established that the sphere in which a Christian lives relates not only
to hie own person but algc to society. By this process Repp ewphasized €%
that in wmany instances objectives arc tco limited and subjective. The
transforued, recreated Christian living in Christ must achieve a wide
vision of responsibility and service. In coudensing the aims of Christian
education relating to the individual, the Lutheran educator stated,

I. The indoctrination in the Scripiural truths should be

prosecuted for all members of the congregation in such a way

that these truths wake men grow in the kmowledge of the grace of

God in Christ Jesus and further their gedly living (the

individual's faith life).

For the sake of analysis, although they can never be separated in

the educational process, Repp mentioned two sub-parts:



as

1, Acquaintance with the Scriptural truths for all members of
the congregation at the various stages of spiritual and mental
maturity: elementary (pre-school and school age); secondary
(confirmation and post-confirmation age); adult.

To substantiate this tenet twe Bible passages were quoted:

{We) do not cease to pray for you and to desize that ye might be
filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and sgpiritual
underssanding, that ye might walk worthy of the lLord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every gyood work and increasing in the
knowledge of God. (Col. 1:9-10)

Iet the Word of Christ dwell im you richly in all wigdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalums and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Col. 3:16)
Hlelpful subtitles illuminate this conclusion further:
Acguaintance with the PFundamentals of Bible ilistory

Acquaintance with the Pundamentals of Biblical Doctirine

Skill in Handling the Bible

A Repertoire of Pertinent Portions of the Scripiures and Related

Material (Catechism and Hyuns) for Personal Comfort, Joy,
Assurance, amd Proof.

2. Punctional Use of these Scriptural truths in the life of the
individual.

The Habit of Daily Bible Reading and Prayer (Devotional Life)

Appreciation and Reverent Use of the Divine Services and ths
Sacraments.

Holy amd Sacrificial Living According to God's law as an Expression
of One's Personal Faith

II. What does the teacher hope to accomplish in the individual
so0 that he can take his place in society? Concerning the home
we have formulated our objective in general terms as follows:

1. The nurturing of individual members to build and maintain a
Christian home on the basis of Scriptural principles.

Preparation for Christian Marriage

The Ability of Parents to Bring Up Their Children in the Nurture
of the Lord

The Proper Relation of Children to Their Parents
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The Art of Christian Living in the Home
The Proper Use of Leisure Time By ALl Meuwbers of the Pamily

The second major area of living in our social relationship is,
of gourse, the church. Here our objective is

2. The murturing of individual members for greater participation
and leadership in the work of the local congregation and of the
chuxch at lazge.

A. Acquaintance of the individual nembers with the work of

the congregation, Synod, and the church at large, with a view

to greater participation in this w zk.

B. Leadership training for the activities of the congregation
and the Church (administration, education, missions, charity, ete.)

C. A sense of stewardship in cheerful and proportionate giving.

D, Acguaintance with, and appreciation of , the history of the
Church, including that of the local congregation,

B, An understanding and appreciation of the liturgical heritage
of the Church.

3. The nurturing of individual members in the evangelization of the
community and the world at large as well as for Christian citizene
ship and community activities.

A. Evangelism

B. Christian Citizenship

An interest in the Welfare of the Community by Participation in
Social, Economic, and Political Activities

The Realization of the Importance of Prayerful Use of the Rights
of Sufirage

Loyal Citizenship

Love and Sympathetic Understanding Toward Persons of Other Races,
Nationalities, and Religious Convictions3

It is out of this framework of general objectives of Christian

education that the specific objectives of instruction of youth for

3Arthur C. Repp, "The Objectives of Parish Education,”™ reprinted
from Concordia Theological Monthly (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, Jjuly, 1948), p. S.
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confirmation were drawn. FPFrom this framework there emerged a thorough
educational process for those who desired to bGecome communicant members
of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. A curriculum was consiructed
for this specific purpose, particularzly for the young people who,
according to tradition, completed their formal education on the elementary
level at the ages between twelve and fifteen and were then considered
eligible for communicant membership. 7The transition from the Gemman to
the English language, also im this phase of education, namely the
ingtruction of youth for confirmation, was slow and gradual until Acerica‘'s
entry into World War I. At the present time The Lutheran Church--iigsouri
Synod ig 95 per cent English. In this transitional period it became
necessary to re-gvaluaie the catechetical procedures. Long before thisg
time, of course, the pastors were faced with the problem of instructing
not only those in the Christian day schosli but also the children of
members attiending the public schools, as well as children from the homes
of the unchurched enrolled in Sunday School. Adequate provision was made
to provide catechetical instruction outside of school hours. Because of
the problewns attending this important educational process of instructing
the youth for confirmation, the need for a coordination of practices and
for precise general statements of goals and ob jectives became more
apparent.

H. D. Mensing, a Lutheran contemporary of these developments, spoke
of the work of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod among its youth., A
translation from the German of his views reads:

In this discussion belongs also the instruction for Confirmation.

These are truly richly blessed hours during which the pastor

(Seelsorger) instructs the children as he perhaps never again will
have the opportunity. Our fathers have utilized this privilege

RIS
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faithfully and conscientiously. Thereby they have used very
wisely the best preventive to forestall the defection of youth.4

Mensing emphasized also the value of Christenlehre, referred to briefly

in the previous chapter. Such Rinderlehre was a presentation of a
section of the catechism on Sunday afternoon or during the regular
service time in the worning, designed primarily for the candidates for
confirmation, bui extending also to the comfirmed youth and the adult
menbership. Mensing said:

As our Synod then published the Agende, there was also presented
the formla for catechism examination. Important are, therefore,
the directions which read thus, '*The Christenlehre will be held
in the afterncon with cereful planning, instead of the regular
worship service, and this not only for scheel children and candi-
dates for confirmation, but also for the confirmed of every age,
for it is the experience of hundreds of years that in this way
the knowledge of Christian doctrine and spulegaving truth is best
planted in the hearts of youth end maintained and fortified in
the hearts of adults."¥

Mensing proceeds to decry the fact that Christenliehre seemed to be

a dying custom, However, Mensing looked hopefully to the increased
establishment of Bible classes on Sunday woming.

An increased awareness of the need to study this subject led to
conf erence papers, convention presentations, and some few published
articles. Perhaps the most complete avd precise article for that day
was the "Preparation of Confirmamds or the Instruction of Catechumens,®

a reprint of an article in the Concordia Theolqg}cal Monthily, by Herman

A. Steege. This reprint was prefaced by a2 presentation of the "Objectives
of Confirmation Instruction”™ by Paul Roenig. PFor the sake of coampleteness,

these objectives are reproduced in their entirety. Since i¢ is the first

4prof. G. Metzer, Denkstein Funfundsiebzigjahrigen Jjubilaum der
Missourisyncde (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1922), pp. 263-265.

SIbid. p. 26S.
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thorough treatment of the subject matior and still accepted by many as
a reliable guide in getting up their curriculum feor confirmation instruce
tion, the outliine with a prefetory note provided the needed perspective.

By confirmation instruction we mean that special course of
instruction given by the pastors te the candidates for confimmation
or confirmands during the months immediately preceding confirwstion.

Such confirmation instruction should presuppose previous religious
training, such as is given in the Christien school. Where no such
school exists or where children did not attend the Christian
school, this previous training should have been given not merely
in the Sundey-school, but also in a good Christian home, in
Saturday-schools, summer schools, and, if at all pessible, in a
special training-class meeting regulazrly at least twice a week

for a year previous tc the confirmation instruction.

Confirmation instruction should give the pastor an opportunity
for heart-te-heart talks with the children, for real Scelsorge.

Preparing adults for membership in the church reguires special
attention. Some are heathen when they enter our church-
nembership classes; others are former wembers of false churches,
but are acquainted with the fundamental doctrines of the Bible.
Many must first be baptized before being received inte the church.
By and large the above objectives can be applied algc to adult
classes. However, the necessary adjustments must be nade as
conditiong may require.

Qutline
I. Thorough Indoctrination in the Fundamentals of the Christian
Religaea.
1. To give the child a better understanding of the doctrine
of sin.
2. To impart a deeper knowledge of the grace of God in Christ
Jesus.

I1. Preparing for the Rite of Confirmation.
1. To teach the child the neaning and apptecxat:on of Holy
Baptisgm.
2. To enable the child to confirm his baptismal vow by —
renouncing Satan, his works and his ways, and pledging
loyalty to the Triune God.

I11. Training for Intelligent Church-membership.
1. To enable the child to make an adequate examination of his
life according to the Ten Commandments.
2. To teach the child the meaning and appreciation of the
Iord's Supper.

e
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3. To enable the child to judge Christian doctrine on the
basis of the Word of God.
4, To cause the child to realize what church-membership implies:
a, Diligent church attendance;
b. A life of prayer;
¢. Congtant use of the Word of God;
d. Regular attendance at loly “ommunion;
e. Willingness to give time, effort, and means for
the support and the extension of the Church.

IV. Training for a Christian Life.
L. To enable the child to have a clear ethical judgument on
all matters pertaining to every-day life;
2. To prepere the child for the duties of Christisn parenthood;
3. In general, to lead the child to reduce to practise the
teachings of God's ¥ord.®

Drawing on the Scriptures and other available sources, Steege
shetched the background of confirmation inmstruction. ie pointed up
envirommental problems. Steege used thriee categories:

1. The child from the Christian Lutheran lhome attending the

Christian School, well founded in Scriptures, catechism, Bible

history and hymnody. 3

2. The child fron the Christian Lutheran homs not attending the

Christian elementary school but coming to Sunday School faithfully

and receiving Scriptural and catechetical training at home.

3. The child from unchurched homes having little or no religious
background, except possibly the training in Sunday School.

Steege recognized the problem of dealing with all three groups and
made the observation, particularly concerning the last category, "Such
children, of course, present special problems and must be especially
dealt with,"7

Steege further stressed the importance of this activity of the
intheran pastor, which is second only to his public preaching. He advo-

cated careful planning, the practice of good common sense, a patient,

SHerman A. Stesge, "Ihe Preparation of Confirmands or the Instruction
of Catechumens,” Concordia Theological Monthly, III (May, 1932), p. 351.

T1bid., p. 357.
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loving, concerned approach to the students by every Christian pastor.a

Thig pauphlet was published by resolution of the Educational

Conference of the Missouri Synod which met in Milwaukee, Jjune 13 and 14,

1932.

The folilowing resolutions were passed:

1. To urge all District boards of education to brimg the subject
of confirmation insiruction to the attention of the pastors of
the District;

2. To this end to ask the Digstrict Presidents to discuss this
subject with visitors and to encourage discussions at counferences;

3. To ask the Synodicel Board of Christian Bducation to have a
reprint of one thousand (1,000) copies made of Rev, Steege's
article and to ask the District HBoards to distribute this
paaphlet with the understanding that the CGeneral Board be
reimbursed for copies ordered.

Herman Steege and Paul Koenig were among the first to attempt an

articulated study of the specific aims and objectives of instruction of

youth for confirmation in contrast to the general aims of Christian edu-

cation itself. 1Ia the interest of orientation in this distinction the

following stateuents of Steege were quoted.

Briefly stated, our aim is, by the help of God's Spirit, who
exercises His power in the Word, 0 bring men to the Christian
faith or to indoctrinate them so as to make them intelligent
church-members, able to examine themselves and to be of service

to their Savior, their Church, and their fellow-men.....ind thig
aim must ever be borne in mind while we are engaged in ourx
catechetical work; it must, in fact, put its imprint indelibly
upon the entire work, must give the proper digection to thig work.

Our own members largely have the mistaken notion, too, that the
chief aim of the instruction is confirmation.

esecconfirmation is merely a human rite, which could be dispensed
with, while the catechetical instruction is divinely enjoined.

8¥bid., pp. 7-8.

®ibid,, p. 20.
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Purtheg, our aim is not merxely to prepare converts to the Church,
but to prepare converts to, or mewbers of , the lutheran Church.

We hold that our instruction must achieve a Lutheran consciousness
in our confirmands.

before adwmitting any one to communicaunt membership im the Lutheran
Church, a pastor should assure himself of the individual's attitude
toward Scriptural doctrine....We o not want to receive them into
our membership merely as Christians, but as iutheran Christiang.

The ultimate aim of our indoctrination is directed, not at a2 class,

not at nuambers, but in every case at the individuasl. The individual’s
soul is to be saved, the individual's faith is to be purified and N
strengthened, the individual is to be provided with the necessary
doctrinal equipment, so that there may be a tolerably intelligent
understanding of Christian truth and an ability to meet the apostolic
demand: "let & man exanine hinself and so let him eat of that

bread and drink of that cup."l0

Although one thousand copies of this presentation were printed, they
did not enjoy wide distribution. Even though the work of Paul Koenig ond
Herman A. Steege were good for their day, they cannot be considered final N
nor adequate for today. This is a matter of major importance which needs
constant reassessment and studied definition. Yo demonstirate some of the
confugion prevalent in segments of The Lutheran Church--Misgouri 3Synod,
the conclusions of a recent research project zreveals,

A perusal of the aims as expressed by these pastors shows that

they are wvitally concerned in their aims to produce doctrinally
educated laity. Practically all of them begin the statements of
their ains by stating that they aim to give the children a good
knowledge of the fundamental truths of the Christian religion.

9o the furtherance of this aim the pastors also aim to give the
children 2 good treasury of Bible doctrinme. It appears that this
conference is keeping the high standards of the Lutheran Chuzch

in striving for a well-indoctrinated laity. Yet is it a question
whather the methods they employed reaily achieved these ends.
Unfortunately, a number of pastors were quite vague in stating i
their entire aim in confirmation instruction. One pastor left

the entire section blank. An answer as, "To bring Christ to the
child,” although very true, does exhibit a lack of clear thinking
or a2 lack of crystallization of the particular aims of confirmation
instruction.,

'I'OIbid- » i.’)p. 13-14.
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While the intellectual aims as expressed by the pastors did v
receive much emphasis, the personal relation of the child - the
personal desire to be in commnion with the means of grace and

live a holy life « did not receive as much emphasis. A goed

number of the pastors showed that they were concerned about it,

but only a small number showed by their aims that they clearly

knew what they were aiming for. 7That few wmentioned the ingtilling
of love for the Scriptures, and familiarity with the B8ible, that

few mentioned a desire to hear the liord of Cod and participate

fully in public worship, that few mentioned as an aim the desire

to grow and the conviction of sinfulness, seems to indicate that

the aims of a personal, emotiomal life of the catechumens are not ~_
what they should be. 4T

A good number of the pastors show that they are interested in
influencing the will of the child. They scem to be interested in
influencing the future life of the child, very little stress is on
the present. There was no uniform way of stating the aims. A

good number of the pastors aim to encourage the child to stay with
the church, support it, and attend sexvices. Several pastors stress
the instilling of the desire to stick to the church. The stress by
a number of the pasters in instilling the desize to use the means of
grace diligently is also a fairly good indication. Church attendance
and communion attendance are mentioned frequently. Willingness to
give time and effort to the church is also mentioned. But is this
all there is to sanctification? It seems that the pastors really
are not thinking of the sanctification of the heart, but only a few
outward manifestations of church attendance. Perhaps it is signifi-
cant that prayer life was mot ecven mentioned once. There also could
be more stress on the means of grace, since their use is the only
thing which is able to keep the Christian faithful. There is a
definite lack of clear thinking on the training in Christian living.
With a few good exceptions, a lack of aims in instilling social
ethics, duties of Christian parenthood, and an exemplary life, is
painfully evident. Adms for training in mission work, a point
stressed salwogt fanatically by the Baptists and Seventh Day Adventist,
ig also conspicuously absent. Of the pastors only cne mentions that
he aims to prepare the children to do also mission work of their own.

One writer has divided confirmation aims into these catagories:
Christian conduct, Christian character, Christian conviction, and
Christian confession. (11) The aims which the pastors stated were
good on the last two, but poor on the first two. #Most of the ~
pastors stated that their aim was by the help of God's Spirit, who
exercises Mis power in the Word, to deepen, instilil, lead into the
knowledge of the Savior and their own sinfulness or to indoctrinate

1lpaul j. Hoh, from Robert T. Koehler, "A Survey of the Confirmation

Instruction of the Children Within a Pastoral Conference' (May, 1948),
p. 50.
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them as good church members, able to examine themselves, but they
were not so sure what their aims were in causing the children to
be of service to their Savior, their church, and their fellowmen,

Their aims were more intellectual than functional. The functional
was limited quite of ten merely to more 1ndoctzlnatlon. more passages,
more doctrines to use than applications and a more thorough use of
the Word and what the children had received. What were functional
aims did not seeu to strike at the heart cf the metter - sanctifi-
cation of the heart - but was satisfied wiith emphasizing worship,

the means of grace, contributing to the chuzch, all which makes

for an outward, formal Christianity. The right attitude of the

heart was ba znly nentioned. It sounds as though the pastors were
emphasgizing only the outward mattiers of support of the church in

aorder ic support the ministry., It could be a vicious cirele if

the pasiors stress only these things and give the children the

in ression that the pestors only want to perpetuate those policies
in order to continue the church and the need for their office.

Again, tne aimg impress one as being intended for the distant

future instead of the present. The pastors want catechumens who
will be good church wembers, who will have a good foundation for
life, who will contribute, and so ferth. They say ncothing about
striving for catechumens who are good members. #ll is future, =

not present.l2

[

In nis evaluation of the results, Robert Koehler substantiated a

statement wade by Paul E. Kietemann.

Our Church is in danger of suffering with a ‘¢cold intellectualism,
but the dignity and power of the Word of God will not bLe lost if
we make an honest atlempt to link its truths with the experience
of our childrea and young people, lest they receive the impression
that Christianity consgists in knowing a given amount of Scripture
facts from mewmory instead of & living faith resting in a living
Christ and receiving from Him a2 daily and hourly measure of
spiritual pswer.13

Iilustrating the varied views of pastors within a singie local
conference, Koehler submitted the verbatin ausuers of these pastors.

AIMS Since aims are among the most important parts of
t:uctzon. the answers that each one gave to the guestion,

L2robert T. Koehler, "A Survey of the Confirmation Instruction of
the Children Within a Pastoral Conference" (May, 1948), pp. 39-41.

13paul B, Kretzmann, The Teaching of Religion (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1934), p. Sl.
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"ihat are the results you wish to achieve in the children?"
will be indicated:

A pastor who ig in 2 small tewn and has 2 medium-sized
congregation writes:

Commit to memory sixn chief parts with explanation,
Christian Questions and parts of the Table of Duties,

all Books of the DBible, some selected hymn verses, about
150 Bible verses -~ selected from the Catechism. Ability
to answer (not necessarily memorized) the gquestions under
the Explanation of Luther's Catechism (Mo., new), 14

Familiarity with the Bible and ability to use the same
(find books and verses. Read it. Meaning and use of
cross-references. )

fnstill in them the conviction that they are sinners amd
that Jegus is the only Savior. Salvation is by faith alone,
but that faith without works is dead. Convinced of the idea
that God hos given us only three neans of Grace - must
continue to use thew.

Encourage them to stand ou theilr own feet after confirmation
as to Dible reading, church attendance, and support, especially
attending and registering for Holy Communion. Be an example

to others, even (0 parents.

The Pastor who has a gmall, new mission in the outskirts of
the metropolitan area of the Twin Cities says:

The results that ! wish to achieve are these: 1) a ssund
#iblical doctrine 2) a Bible-~aducated Christian 3) a
church that has indoctrinated confirmands, The aims bind
in with the results of the course. 1) to educate the child
for his later church life, 2) to prepare chikl to necet the
three great enemies of his faith, 3) to prepare child to do
migsion work of his own and thus aid the pastor in his work.

A pastor who has a fairly large church in a completely rural
aree writes:

To bhave them learn the majority of Scripture passages and
Bible stories. Try to interest them im order that they
will be interested to continue their religlous education
following confirmation. We aim to instruct them in Walther
League neetings after confirmation.

144 short Explanation of Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechisa
(5t. louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1943).

1 5 g b d T W

o

i

S e i ae



<45k

Al-& Jolgs 48

36

A pastor who has built¢ up a fairly large congregation in a
northern Wiscomsin town states:

1, To impazt 1o them the fundamental truths of Christian
religion. 2. To strengthen their faith inm Jesus Christ
their Savior. 3. 1o prove that feith by a life of godlinmess

and holiness to the glory of God and the salvation of their
souls.

This pastor who has an established congregation in a small town
states:

o bring the children to Christ through the teaching of
God's Word.

A pastor who ig in a small, old comngregation in a small,
setiled community says:

My chief aim is to teach the children to know the Savior
and that we are saved through falth in Him glone. I tell
tiiem that their lessons are not the end of their learaning
the Bible, but only as an introduction to the wonderful
truths, and that on the basis of what they have leamed
they should now listen to the sermons snd search the
Scriptures so that they can learn twre of the Dible and
then stand up for the truth at all times. I want to keep
them steadfast in the faith through the operations of the
Holy Chost, and keep them in the church.

A pastor in 2 medium~sized, growing church in a2 mid-western
town writes:

Not only to indoctrinate sufficiently for intelligent and
active communicant membership in the congregation, but also

to ingtill a desire to grow in such knowledge and understanding
by countinued private reading and church attendance, etc.

A pagtor in a fairly large metropolitan church says:

Indoctrination, Preparation for Holy Communion. A love
for the Word preached at public services.

The pastor who is in a small congregation in a couwpletely rural
area writes:

As comprehensive a knowledge of the Bible and its chief
doctrines as possible as the foundation and the basis of
their faith and the assurance of everlasting life.

A pagtor who has 2 very large metropolitan church says:

To deepen the transforming knowledge of Christ in the
heart and bring it into action in the 1life of the child.
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To keep the imstruction es unmechanical as possible, so as
not to convey the impression that Christianity is a matter
of zules but of life under the freedom of the Gospel, even
for children. 7To impart and create a love for the Bible,
an undergtanding and intelligence, as well as heartfelt
participation in public and private worship. To lay the
foundations for a life-long adherence to the faith and
fellowship of Jesus Christ.

A pastor in a swall congregation in & suall community writes:

To instill in the child a proper fear, love, and tzust in God,
That this may be, they must learn %o use, believe, vhere
possible understand, aud apply to themselves God's Word.

Since the time is s0 short, they must be set on the right path
with the hope and prayers that they may continue in it even
unto death. The minimum aim must be 0 prepare the child =

it can partake of the Lord's Supper t its benefit and be an
active communicant with all the privileges and duties involved.

The City Missionary in the metropolitan area writes:

At Gillette (Hospital) childrzen in three different wards are
being prepared for confirmation. HResults desired: Sufficient
knowledge of ihe fundamental teachings of the Christian
religion, especially giving the Holy Spirit an opportunity to
work through the Word on the hearts of the children. Since
the children are handicapped, they usually have not received
a minimun of religious ianstruction, or even Sunday School
attendance hes been irregular or impossible in the children's
respective home churches. Sunday School classes at Gillette,
conducted by women from our Lutheran Mission auxiliary and
several students from Concordia College, help augment the
knowledge of Bible stories.

At the Boy's School {(Totem Town) the older boys are taught
once each week by the institutional missionary. Since these
boys frequently come from broken homes, or have been handicapped
by poor environments, it is evident that they have little
knowledge of things spiritual. Results desired: To lead them
into God's truth and to give the Spirit of God an opportunity
to influence their hearts and minds. If the knowledge of the
teachings of the Christian religion in certain boys is suffi-
cient, and we are convinced that they may receive the Sacrament
of Communion with blessing, they are confirmed in a publig
service in the imstitution in June.

A smaller group of boys, listed as Lutheran, are taught by a

Primaner....Results desired: Bring knowledge of Bible stories
and teach most important chief parts of the catechism. Bringing
Christ to the boys is the aim.
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The pastor in a very large metropolitan church with a parochial
school writes:

An increased knowledge of Christian docirine. A treasure of
Scripture passeges comritted to memory. Ability to examing
oneself preparatory for Holy Communion. Regular and atten-
tive church attendance.

The pastor in a small congregation in a2 completely rural area
writes:

Te indoctrinate thoroughly enough that the child may know
himself to (be) a sinner, whose only hope of salvation is in
Christ Jesus, his Savior, whom he is to serve with & godly
life, that he may kocw that a diligent use of the means of
grace is the only thing that may keep him in the faith and
help him te serve his Lord as he ought. In addition the
child is to understand the work and worship and heritage of
his churxch sufficiently for his age to induce him willingly
and gladly to promise faithfulness to the Lutheran Church
of the Synodical Conference.

A pastor who has a small mission in a small community writes:

To bring them to the point where they umderstand the plan
of salvation as much as possibie.

A pastor in a fairly large wvetropolitan church left the section
on aims entirely blank.ld

In soume instances the pastor had well-defined specific objectives,

but in most instances confused them with the broad objectives of Christian __

=

education in general.

The presentation by A. C. Mueller was perceptive and unquestionably
a profound contribution to the ensuing meetings called to wrestle with
the problems of confirmation instruction of Lutheran adolescents. In hisg
introduction Mueller identified this junior confirmation instruction as

the clincher. He said,

Confirmation instruction is basic in the Lutheran philosophy of
education. We might call it the clincher. 1In the course of

13goehier, op. cit., pp. 13-17.
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growing up, every Christian must be taken through the discipline
of intensive instruction so that he will know why he is a church
menber. Every Lutheran ghould kuow why he is a member of the
Lutheran Church. A Christian school is also basic in the
fLutheren philosophy of educetion, but unfortunately only 30 per
cent of our children enjoy the advantages of a Christian schocl.
To this day no Protestant Church has discovered a means of satig~
factorily preparing children for church membership and for the
Christian life through substitutes or part-time zgencies. As a
result, at least 60 per cent of the children attending Sunday
Scheol do not unite with the Church, and are lost unless they
are regained later through revivels or evangelism. Children
attending a lutheran Sunday School receive an inadequate founda-
tion in Chriglian doctirine, vet the Lutheran Church, or at any
rate our Syumed, has thus far succeeded in keeping the majority
of its children with the Church. The likeliest reason for this
ig that confirmntion proves to be the clincher.1@

This lucid and perspective approach led to 2 fruitful and amalytic
evaluation of instruction of Lutheran youth for confirmation, although
the essayist expressed his dissatisfaction in characteristic humility by
stating, "I close this presentation with the convicticen that I have not

done justice to the subject."17

In an informal, easily-understood style Mueller them proceeded to
define and limit what he meant by aims or cbjectives. Hig assertions were,

Aims or objectives ave purposes indicating the things the teacher
hopes to achieve through his efforts in the classroom. The aims
may be so general as to afford little guidance to the imstructor,
or they may be one~sided with the emphasis on knowledge almogt
exclugively, and only a slight emphasis on the Christian life.
Preparation for wogthy reception of Holy Communion has sometimes
been stated as the aim of confirmation instruction. IHowever
vital such preparation is, the aim gives the pastor very little
guidance for his instruction. Scherzer says the goal of confir-
mation is the ground the learners in the truths of the Word.
This, too, is wvital, but it can hardly be accepted as a satis-
factory statement of purpose. In seeking to ground children inm
the truths of the Word, the pastor may be so factual and

164, C. Mueller, "The Objectives of Confirmation Instruction"
(January 16, 1951), p. 1.

71p1a., p. 10.
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intellectual in his presentation 2s to leave the child cold and <—
emotionally and spiritually unmoved. Any religious imstruction

that aims at transnit ting knowledge for the sake of knowledge,

and that does mt take the nature of the child into account and
minister to his present spiritual needs, is defective and will

not achieve the full purpose of confirmation imstruction.8

Mueller followed this with a sharp criticism of those who thought
of youth confirzation instruction only in intellectuval terms.

It is my conviction that we have so intellectualized faith as
to load many into the notion that faith is believing what the
fible teaches; believing that Jesus died on the cross 1o save
sinners. The trust aspact of faith, and the aspect of power im
transforming life, is not bDrought out into relief. Sanctification
consiste in daily repentance, in the daily struggle between the
Gid Man and the new nature, but we have brought up a generation
of easy-geing church members, who are sceicely aware of the
struggle because they have not attained sufficient maturity in
Christian imowledge and experience to recognize the struggle.

I awm not attributing this entirely to the inadequacy of our
instruction, but in view of the weakness of the spiritual life
in our midst we should in all seriousness and_with unsparing
criticism ewamine our metheds of instruction.

Thereupon Mueller favorably reviewed the statement of objectives by
Paul Ecenig with but one wmild criticism. After he checked Reu's views,
Muelier procecded to sharpen end defing his view of a major objective he
calied “training."

What is notewerthy in this statement of aim? (1) The keynote of
instruction is training, not the mere transmission of knowledge,
in order to train we must reach the ewotions and the will as well
as the intellect. ¢2) The instruction of our youth is broader
than the Catechism. It includes training in worsghip, the use of
the Bible, introduction to church history, to the work of the
church, and ¢ the history and problems of the local congregation
and synod. (3) Due attention is given to the child's training
for his personal life of faith and for participation in the life
and work of the congregation. 7Too often our instruction has
aimed, chiefly at imparting to the individual the truths of the

81pig. T L

191bid., p. 2.
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Word with a view to his personal Clristian 1ife and with little —
reference to active participation in the life of the Chusch.

As a result, church work is restricted to a little group of
faithful ones.<0

At this point Mueller introduced a modifying factor in the broad

objective of sanctification, Although this was recognized as the work of '
the Holy Spirit, the essayist held that pastors must maintain efficiency.

He stated,

We must make due allowance for factoxs which are beyond our
controd. We cannoi creaie or increase feith. All we can do is
to create the conditions mogt favorable for the operation of the
Holy Spirit. #hen we have done our best we shall observe that
the Word of God functions weakly in many of our members. But
we are here to find out how we can improve our confirmation
instruction, and therefore we ought to ask ourselves whether we
are actually creating the conditions which are most favorable
for the activity of the Holy $pirit. In other words, have we
set ourselves clearly defined aims and have we employed methods
that are consistent with those aims and calculated to lead to
their achievement in a reasonable degreervel

The zecond major subdivision of the paper dealt with the desired

modification or change of behavior.

Having looked at the objectives of confirmation instruction in
their broader aspects, let us investigate the purpose or goal
of the pastor for the individual study period. One of the most
important terms that has come to the fore in present day educa-
tion is modification or change of behavior....

The children who come to our classes are taking their first steps
in the Christian way of life. They wmay have some right attitudes
which need to be encouraged, and many wrong attitudes which need
to be changed if they are to experience Christian growth. Our
tagk is to bring the Word of God to bear on these children so
that they will be sanctified more and more. We must never lose
sight of the fact that being a Christian is a constant struggle
between the old sinful nature and the new nature....

When we think of our task as working for modification of behavior,
in other words, when we center our attention on the child and the ~._

201bid., p. 4.

2lrbid., p. s.
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changes that are t0 e produced in him, rather than upon the
subject-matier and its transmisgsion, we shall begin to guestiom
the heavy theoclogical wmenu with which we have been trying to
establish the child in grace. We shall free ourselves from the
theological strait-jacket which inteliectualizes instruction.22

Mueller concluded this section with a searching question for every
Lutherau pastor engaged inm instructing adolescents for confirwmation.

A question every pastor should ask himself before each class
session is: low can I utilize this subject matter so that the
class period will be another season of spiritual growth?
Spiritual growth has to do with the total child, his intellect,
his emotions and his wili,23

As & summary of this section fueller stated,

We have said, then, that the aim of the pastor im his confirmation
instruction is sanctification or spiritual growth. WUe want to
ground our children in the knowledge of revealed truth, thus
piving them a clear understanding of Christian doctrine and its
implications for life. We want to train the child’s emotioms to
the end that he will have a robust and healthy emotional life

and develop and maintain those attitudes which are consistent
with a living faith im Christ. And we want to energize the will
g0 that knowledge of the truth will always be accompanied by
doing or obedience to the truth.24

in & thizd division of his presentation the essayist synthesized
and systematized his personal views in three main poinis beginning again
with a penetrating question stated precisely.

Now, if he is to teach elementary Church History, for example, is
it not possible that some class periods will have a strongly
informational tone and will, therefore, effect litile or nothing
in the way of spiritual growth? In answer to this question I
would call attention to the influence the singing of a hymn,
united prayer, and the warm spiritual atmosphere of the period
should exert on the young. Besides, we can make use of the Word
of God in teaching Church History or any other subject, and we
are then employing the means of grace.

221bid.
231bid., p. 6.

241hid., p. 9.
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The question is, nevertheless, legitimate. Perhaps we shall find
the most satisfying auswer to it by making a2 three-fold distinc-
tion. We may say that confirmation instruction embraces (a) pro- . —
clamation of the Word, (b) transmission of information, and
(c) training.

Proclanation (Verkuenéigung) is not only a New Testament concept,
but it is a concept which has become firmly rooted in the theology
of the Lutheran Church. The position of the Lutheran Church is

that the Scriptures are God's revelation of the saving truth, that
every human being is by nature ignorant of this truth, and that it
aust be brought to him, that is, proclaimed, or made known, Without
mininizing the efficacy of the written or printed Word, The Lutheran
Church hag always considered the living witness or proclamation the
m3st powsrful means through which the Holy Spirit operates upon the
human soul of persons who have reached the age of discretion.
Chrigtian pastors and teachers are “heralds” (Kayriges) of the King
of Kings who proclaim the Magnalia Dei, the great things God has
done for the salvation of sinners, and all teachers of the Word are
80 t0 regard theuselveS....

Secondly, confirmation instruction embraces the transmission of
information. Omne of the purposes of confirmatiocn instruction
certainly is to take the children into the Bible, to teach them
the mechanicg of the Bible, to train them in the skill of handling
the Bible, and to lead them inte the very heart of the Scriptures,
s0 that they will be able to judge doctrine, and learn the art of
feeding on the Woerd. Here the informatiomal aspect of instruction
will be prominent. Again, the children are to become acquainted
with the history of the church, with the story of the Lutheran
Church and of their own §Syrod and congregation in particular.
ilere, too, the informational purpose predominates....

Thirdly, confirmtion instruction embraces training. We have
already discussed this matter, & I shall not enlaxge upon it.

1 wish only to zay that training is to go hand in hand with the
proclamation of the Word and the transmission of information. We
recognize Christian training as @& shared task, the major responsi-
bility resting upon parents.23

The purposes of instruction of youth for comfirmation in The Lutheran
Church--Migsouri Synod were stated in an organized fashion by a Lutheran
educator in the $t. Louis area engaged in secondary Christian educationm,

Paul W, Lange. In a paper presented to the St. Louis Pastoral Conference

231bid., pp. 9-10.
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on November 9, 1953, Lange expanded the fundamental purposes and listed

them in twenty statements.

1. Thorough indoctrination in the fundamentals of Christian
religion.

2. To produce a personal decision for Christ and loyalty to ek
His Woxd.

3. To make Christianity relevani to every situation in life.

4., To prepare them for proper participation in and appreciation
of Holy Cosmmunion.

5. Training in intelligent church membership.
6. 10 show each individual the way to heaven through Christ.

7. To have each one understand and memorize a certain number
of Scripture passages and a certain amount of the Catechisnm.

8, To lead them to everything in life that is good and noble.
9. Training for a Christian life.
10. Preparing for the rite of confirmation.
11. To bring the love of Christ closer to their heart.

12. To establish a spiritual bond between the pastor and the
young peopile.

13. io lead the children into an ever fuller appreciation of
God's love toward them in Christ Jesus, the Savior.

14. To teach skills in Bible reading and to lay the foundation
for a life-long searching of the Scriptures.

15. To sharpen their conscience toward sin in their own lives.

16. To teach the love of Goé. Instill love for God. To live a
life of love.

17. Demonstrate how religious truths are applicable to life.

18. To start them in the study of God's Word. To know and to
apply God's Word. (I do find it difficult to apply some
facts to the life of a child).

19. Help him to build a Christian home.
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20. Make it live.26
Since Lange, s principal of lutheran High School in §t. Louis,
was involved in the Christian educational process which follows
immediately after confirmation, he studied this matter carefully and was

considered an authority in this field. In a critical manner, the educa=-

tor examined the fundamental purposes, and found some too general and

broad, ofttimes teacher-centered or subject-centered. Lange held that

such ob jectives should be expressed in terms of the pupils and their =
behavior. Lutheran pastors as educators, no less than other educatiors,
should concern themselves with the laws of learning, proper wotivation,
and anticipated wholesome reaction. In categorical directives the
Lutheran high school principal maintained that good teaching is possible

only after careful planning. ILutheran ministers must be open-minded and

use the most effective strategies whereby they may achieve God-pleasing,
Bible-founded objectives. With a graph to demonstrate, the Lutheran
lecturer suggested that the subject matter to be taught be transmitted
through an established continuity, preferably by the unit method, and
then sequentially the doctrinal truths will penetrate the comsciousness,
the cmotion and the will of Lutheran young people and ultimately integrate
and relate the knowledge and acticon of the pupils to everyday life.

Lange stated further that knowledge is only a means to an end and &
not the end in itself. He asserted that Christian knowledge is almost
meaningless without resultant observable Christian behavior. There must

be an implication for daily living implicit in acceptable religiocus

2%pau1 W, Lange, “"The Objectives of Instruction for Confirmation,"
a paper presented to the St. Louis Pastoral Conference (November 9, 1953).
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instruction. Lange listed fifteen proposed approaches.
1. Attempt to know and to understand the individual as a personal
friend through frequent group meetings (3+ per week) and

private visits and counselling periods.

2. Review Luther's Catechism.

3. Assign Bible readings and practice in use of Bible.

4. Apply the lesson each day to life situations. —

5. Ask pupils to explain in their own words. —

6. If unable to memorize but able to explain, we are satisfied.
7. Personal talks with individuals after class. —

8. Reviewing Kurth's Catechetical Helps and work sheet.

9. Crafts, discussion, prayer techniques, films.

10. By inductive method to think through Biblical truths and to
assimilate them in their thinking.

11. Develop a feeling of delight in the study of God's word.

12. Problems approach.

13. Impart as much knowledge of God as is possible.

14, Work books as review.

15. Counsel with parents.27

In dealing with the proposition of memorization, Lange reflected the
opinion held by many pastors today in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod,
who recognize that verbatim repetition is not necessarily knowledge. ——~
Although memory could be a good tool for thinking, Lutheran youth must
know the answer to the guestion "Why?" If Lutheran pastors desired to
continue to use memory as a helpful tool, they would profit by the advice

that much more is remembered in context than in isolation. In order to

27Ibid.*
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nake memﬁry work functional, pasforal educators gave to their young
people gems of the Bible, the catechism, and the hymnal, which aided in
fortifying their religious understanding.

An observation by Blmer Witt, Executive Secretary of the Walther
League, the youth organization of The Lutheran Church--Missocuri Synod,
indicated that there seemed to be a general laﬁk of information and
factual kmowledge of faith perceptible among Lutheran adolescents. Witt
stated, "Factual knowledge of our faith not very high. Is it because
there is less and less memorization?"28

Lange listed other problems which pertain specifically to the
psychology of adolescents. How can one create a felt need for such
religious instruction in the children? CQther problems of adolescents
were listed, such as their desire for acceptance and approval involving
their fears of being different; anxieties concerning isolation; an exag-
geratedly strong desire to belong to the gang. To these were added the
problems of the perplexing inconsistencies which confuse young people
today; the seeming lack of faith in adults (namely the shallowness of
adults which iaterprets itself in a religion which is a mere exercise);
the problem of current economic conditions, ptoéperity and the resultant
availability of money; the difficulties attendant upon the period of
instruction, either extending the échool days of Lutheran youth several
times a week or encroaching upon an otherwise free Saturday worning; self=-
consciousness resulting in a blase exterior to hide their insecuritiés;

entirely new relations to parents and adults. In stating the objectives

28Elmet wWitt, "Accent on Youth," quarterly newsletter to pastors
(January, 1955).
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of Lutheran instruction of youth for confirmation, Lange made a
provocative, stimulating contribution to the thinking of Lutheran pastors
in the St. Louis area, but included therein also the fields of method-

ology and educational psychology.

Lange concluded with the observation that the instructor should hope

to bring about significant changes in the student's behavior (thinking, <

acting, feeling). The pastor in charge woulé desire to identify the :
change he endeavored to make in the individual, perhaps along this line.

I. Student's acquisition of a sharper recognition and identifi-
cation of the nature and gravity of sin as it applies to his life
now and through eternity.

a. Content found in the doctrine of sin and the law.
b. Implementation is found in life.

II. The student should accept the Scriptures as the revered

will of God and use it faithfully and willingly as his true norm
of behavior over against God and man. (Behavior pattern--use
God's Word daily. Catechism to be used only as a frame of
reference.)

III, Student's gratitude to Christ. An earnest endeavor to live
the life of love pleasing to God (doctrine of salvation combined
with the doctrine of sanctification--good works).

IV. Significant lessons are assimilated over a.long period of
time., Rarely can this be accomplished in the short time dewoted
to catechetical instruction exclusively. Thus, for effective
church membership, it is the church's duty to begin early and by
all means to continue religious education beyond the point of
confirmation.2?

Qur examination of such formal and semi-formal statements led also
to an older publication, Henry C. Boettcher's contribution, which, however,

concerned itself more with methodology and psychology than with pure

2%.ange, op. cit.
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objectives. Using the format of Boettcher's book, the aims of confirmation

instruction were stated thus.
II. AIM

The aims for each unit have been stated in terms of the head,
the heart, and the hand: knowledge, attitude, and habits.

A. Knowiedge

The foremost objective is evidently still knowledge, understanding,
insight, We dare not slight knowledge, lest we fall into emo-
tionalism. REvery pastor and teacher prays for well-indoctrinated
members. Therefore, in this manual, the instructor is frequently
reminded of basic principles of learning. lHe is encouraged %o
begin by proceeding from the known to the unknown, from the recent
to the remote in time, from the near-by to the distant, from the
concrete to the abstract, from that which is interesting to that
which ought to be interesting, from the personally experienced to
that which should be experienced....

B. Attitude

Religion has much to do with the heart. Those who are neither

warm nor cold God threatens to spew out of His mouth. (Rev. 3:14-16)
Therefore a special word of encouragement needs to be said in

behalf of appealing to the heart of the learners....

For the purpose of the appeal, the admonition to Christian
educators in 2 Tim, 2:15 is very important: '"Study to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth." Law and Gospel
must be rightly divided and rightly applied....

Lutheranism is not an emotional religion. PFerhaps that is all
the more reason why we must constantly be on guard, also in the
classroom, against ste;ilg Orthodoxy.... S

C. Habits - Skills - Behavior Patterns

Justification is the core of the Bible....In the light of this
central Bible truth none dare boast and none need despair....The
very purpose of Christ's redemptive work is often stated in terus
of a sanctified life, for example: "He died for all that they
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
Him which died for them and rose again® (2 Cor. 5:15)....

D. Sanctification

Paith in Christ, justification, joy in Jesus, comes first in
time and first in importance. ....even as works which do not
flow from faith are dead works, so also faith without works is
dead. Intellectually is it necessary to separate the two. In
life it seems impoasible to separate one from the other....
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While we are opposed to the social gospel, we ought not to be
unmindful that the Gospel has important social implications....
"Not every man that saith unto Me, lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that dneth the will of My Pather
which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21)....

IIXI. CURRICULUM MATERIALS

A. Bxble

The Curriculum Materials are essentially those texts, Bible
stories, Catechism questions and answers which are found in
Luther's Small Catechism and the Synodical Exposition of that
Catechism. Anyone using another kind of Lutheran Catechism
will not find it difficult to change the question numbers to
fit in with these units, The Bible stories which are found

in the Catechism (SC) are marked with an asterisk. This
section has been greatly enriched. This is in keeping with

the trend in education to read extensively in connection

with a unit of instruction. The popular titles for each story
will help to make these interesting and more easily remembered
by the pupils. All stories found in the Advanced Bible History
(CPH) are included. 7The Bible Church will want its youth to be
familiar with the Bible itself. Hence the importance of much
actual Bible reading.30

A theoclougical statement in a synodically-accepted'volume observed,

Confirmation is not a divine institution, but an institution of

the Church. If rightly used, it proves to be a great blessing.
Those who are to be confirmed should be thoroughly instructed in

the Catechism and thereafter confirmed in accordance with the
established usage in the Lutheran Church as prescribed in the Agende.

Historical Note.---The rite of confirmation was performed in the
early Churxch immediately after baptism, both that of children and
that of adults. Later it was observed as a separate rite and by
the Roman Catholic Church was taught to be a Sacrament. Not until
the seventeenth century was confirmation generally observed in the
Lutheran Church.

The characteristic feature of confirmation is not the renewal 4
of the Baptism covenant (this should be done daily), much less is
it a necessary complement to Baptism, but the characteristic and
essential feature of confirmation is that those to be confirmed

are able to confess their knowledge of all the chief Christian
doctrines and their Christian faith. The necessary prerequisite

S0u, c. Boettcher, Instructor's Manual for Luther's Small Catechism
(St. louis? Concordia Publishing House, 1946), pp. XII-XVII.
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of confirmation therefore is a thorough instruction in the chief
doctrines of the Christian religion (indoctzrination). Indoctrina-
tion itself is not optional, but is commanded by the Lord Himself.
To prepare children (or adults) hurriedly and superficially for
confirmation is not good for the individual nor for the Church.
The chief doctrines of the Christian religion (according to the
order of the Catechism) should be well learned on the basis of
clear Scripture-texts in order that a Christian may have a sure
foundation for his own faith, be able to defend it against the
false teachers, and be able and encouraged to confess it. The
principal Bible-stories of the Old and New Testament should be
studied. It is desirable that a number of Christian hymns,
preferably those of Lutheran origin, should be learned by heart.31

In the recently published Lutheran Cyclopedia The Lutheran Church-=

Missouri Synod associated the specific aims of confirmation instruction
with general objectives of religious education.

Confirmation instruction., = Confirmation is a rite by which the
individual confesses publicly his adherence to the teachings of

the Lutheran Church and enfers into communicant membership of

the Church. It is preceded by a course of instruction taught

by the pastor, based chiefly on the Catechism. 7The instruction

is a capstone to the elementary educational program of the church.32

Such formal statements within The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
have been amplified currently by workshops connected with graduate studies,
designed for both the teachers and pastors of this churchkbody. Such
workshops have been fruitful in stimulating thinking in the area of L
objectives and to a degree have horne fruit in articulate expressions of
objectives in terms of the learmers, rather than in terms of subject
matter, lécturer, or congregation.

Most of the official statements, excluding only some in Koehler's
study, agreed on the following essential aims for the instruction of youth

for confirmation.

3lyohn H. C. Pritz, Pastoral Theology (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1932), pp. 127-128.

32Rrwin L. Lueker, Lutheran Cyclopedia (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1954), pp. 783.
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This instruction should enable the confirmand to examine himself ,/
according to Scriptural command, so that he could attend the Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper. Preparation for worthy reception of Holy Communion
was generally accepted as one of the primary objectives of junior confir-
mation instruction.

Another generally accepted objective stated in slightly different
ways was a deepening and extending of Scriptural knowledge with a view
to coufessing this as faith and witnessing to others.

All statements are agreed to varying degrees that loyalty to the
Lutheran faith and faithful participation in congregational life are
desired outcomes in the confirmands. Some go so far as to insist on a
dedication not only to the Christian teachings, but also the inculcation

of a gpecific Lutheran consciousness.

In the general objective which was stated as a training for the

Christian life, however, we were already slipping back into general aims

of Christian education and not remaining with the specifics of junior
confirmation instruction unless limited somewhat. At this point it was
recognized that junior confirmation instruction in most instances con-
tinues aims which were previously accepted by the home and church and
would continue to be pursued after confirmation, thus pointing up the
developmental character of this Christian educational instrument.

Right here the views of the various writers began to diverge. NG
Mueller proceeded to press the point that anticipated modification in
change of behavior, even though sanctification is a variable, would indi-
cate to some degree the successful realization of a major aim in junior

confirmation instruction. This change of behavior as a desired outcome



53

of instruction for confirmation was described as a development and
maintenance of those attitudes which are consistent with a living faith
in Christ. Mueller held that energizing the will of the Lutheran con-
firmand, so that the knowledge of Scriptural truth would be accompanied
by a doing or obedience to God's revealed truth,was an important
objective to be ranked with worthy preparation for the second ;acrament
and readying for meaningful church membership. To this end Mueller
suggested that the teaching pastor proclaim the Word of God, transmit the
needed religious information systematized in Luther's Small Catechism,
and train the youth being instructed through Christian discipline.

Boettcher's approach to this area was predica}ed upon a slightly
altered categorization and lacked the precision of Mueller. The general
statement of aims was made in terms of knowledge, attitude, and habits.
In the section titled “attitude" Boettcher spoke primarily from the
vantage point of the instructor aﬁd the conclusion, though valid, is not
too clear. However, in this section a caution was voiced warning against
a2 sterile orthodoxy which was recognized and opposed by the majority of
other writers. Cold intellectualism was certainly labeled as a grave
danger in formulating objectives for junior confirmation instruction.
Under “sanctification" Boettcher developed the desired thrust into life
and the community, but only in a limited fashion using the stilted,
theological phrasing which wed sanctification and justification. bMost of
what was stated by Boettcher could relate to gemeral Christian education
and hence lacked the precision in stating specific aims for instruction

of adolescents for confirmation.
Lange shared the awareness of the other writers in including the

practical applications of such Christian instruction for youth. He spoke
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not only in terms of intelligent church membership, preparing for the
rite of confirmation, thorough indoctrination in the fundawentals of
Christian religion, and preparation for a proper participation in and
appreciation of Holy Communion, but he proceeded to wrestle witnh the
same concepts s others in the rsalm of desired outcomes in terums of
Christian behavior,

Thus was the fourth point of #Denig in his orizinal presentation
of aims expanded and focused. My only criticism of all these efforts
shared ¥oehler's critique that aims stated were weak in the area of
Christian conduct and character. In addition this study revsaled one
other weakncas. Although there was a wooden atienpt tc keep the frame
of referance by referring to lutheran youth and confirmation instruction,
the unique, developmental nature of this Christian educational activity
was not formulated as precisely as it might have been. As most of the
objectives were stated, they could well have been applied to Christian
education in gencral, particularly in the category of sanctification,
This finding sharpened the aim of this study which then attexpted a more
precise statement of objectives for junior coanfirmation instruction
enphasizing especially the developmental, on-going nature of Christian

education. ‘ %
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CHAPTER IV

SYNODICAL AND INTERSYNODICAL ATTEMPTS TO COORDINATE THE

INSTRUCTION PRACTICES OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH--MISSOURI SYNOD

In recent years increasing consciousness of the need to compare
notes within a rapidly growing Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod was noted,
particularly on the official levels. A significant action and one of the
first large scale efforts of its kind to begin approaching the problems
of Christian education in the specific area of confirmation instruction
was a Workshop in confirmation instruction, conducted on the campus of
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1952.

Careful examination of the papers\presented convinced one that this
was a truly significant attempt to approach the educational problems
involved with an open mind. Barnestly concerned educational leaders
sought to find God-pleasing answers in a well-rounded, well-def ined
evaluation of this valid and valuable instrument for adolescent educa-
tion in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Symod.

Of particular significance to our topic was the presentation by
Erdmann W. Frenk and the papers read by Arnold C. Mueller. George R.
Naumann stated,

What should be included in our instruction course from each of
the following fields?

1. Doctrine and Bible Study

2. Religious Music

3. Church History

4. Organization and Punction of the Congregation
and the Synod

5. Practical Guidance and Directions in the Art of
Christian Living.

6. Missions
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7. Stewardship
8. Child Trainingl

Much of the old material, such as the efforts of Panl Koenig and
Herman A. Steege were reviewed and analysed. Conclusions were carefully
drawn, and in some instances expanded. The focus was clarified and
sharpened considerably. Many of these findings were then embodied in

new publications. In a careful re-study of the Confirmation Instruction,

by Paul Koenig, several significant changes were suggested. Pirst of all,
the scope was enlarged considerably. It was noted that the community
consciousness seemed to be missing. Training the child in the art of
public and private worship was suggested as a valid segment of instruction
for confirmation., 8kill in using the Bible was added to the major objec-
tives. Personal evangelism became one of the primary goals. A signifi-
cant addition was the desire to develop in the child a Lutheran
consciousness. A criticism stated further was this,

The Objectives of Confirmation Instruction, by Paul Koenig, do

not directly indicate the necessity of the pastor's concentrating

in every class period on the spiritual growth of the learmer.

This is due, not to any inherent weakness in the statement, but
to the brevity with which the ob jectives have been set forth!

Some pressures were applied to The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
at this time which led them to the careful study of confirmation practices
and pointed up the need for arriving at clear-cut objectives.

Since that time, in addition to its numerous other duties, the

Board for Parish Education of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod had

1George R. Naumann, "Content and Instructional Material for
Confirmation Classes," paper presented at a workshop in confirmation
instruction, Port Wayne, Indiana (1952), p. 1.

3Arno1d C. Mueller, "Objectives of Confirmation Instruction)”
presented in August, 1954.
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been rendering service to the pastors of this church body relative o
careful preparation of instructional materials and broadening the rather
limited horizons of the pastors and teachers in establishing immediate
and ultimate objectives for this important educational function.

Just a few words on the presentation by Erdmann W. Frenk., After a
rather incisive historical survey, Prenk stated in outline form the
following arcas where improvement could be made.

1, The Extension of the Scope and Curriculum of conf irmation
instruction.

In addition to the Six Chief Parts, he suggests a survey of the
history of the Church and the life of Martin Luther, an
acquaintance with synodical missions at home and abroad,
instruction in the actual operation of the local congregation,
an appreciation of the various orders of service, including
also that of the Lord's Supper, and a recital knowledge of
Lutheran hymns. He would like to add to this certain disci-
plines, such as regular church attendance, prayer life and
leading in prayer, self denmial in the interest of church
support, and daily Bible reading.

2. Chart and Balance the Program of Instruction in the Light
of the Hours available.3

The observation was made that each pastor must arrange his own
schedule according to the available hours. Certain cautions were voiced
by PBrenk.

Divide the ground to be covered by the hours available., Guard
against misplaced emphases. A study of revealed religion must
have the right of way over what is known as natural religion.
Anything pertaining to the three absolutes in Christianity,
namely, the Triune God, the Word, and God's plan of salvation

must come first. There is no justification for spending one half
of the year with a detailed study of the Ten Commandments and

then skipping hurriedly over the other five parts of the Catechisn.
Neither is there much vision in making confirmation instruction
exclusively dogmatic.

3Bz:dxnann W. Frenk, "Improving Confirmation Instruction;' Lutheran
Education (November, 1949), LXXXV, 2.

\
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3. Greater Buphasis on the Bible and the Use of the Bible.

Here we might note that the latest instruction materials,
particularly the Workbook to the Growing in Christ Catechism
has done a splendid job in encouraging the use of the Bible
as a primary text.

4., Simplification of Instruction.

This was the problem with which Martin Luther wrestled when he
condensed the doctrinal Scriptures, first into the Large Catéchism
and then into the Small Catechism. We must continue to wrestle
with the problem of communicating in simple, easily understood
terms and illustrations the necessary teachings of Scriptures.

5. Enlisting Parental (home) Support and Cooperation.

Confirmation instruction to be effective must be home supported
and worship directed.

6. Maintaining a High Spiritual Atmosphere Por Confirmation
Ingtzuction.

Naturally, this depends upon certain personality and physical
factors.

7. Dress Up the Confirmation Service.

A public confession of Christ and identification with His Church
must always be a happy, festive occasion.4

As one of the leaders of this workshop, A. C. Mueller, in his
thought-provoking and scholarly manner, led the entire group into some

very serious thinking concerning the proper use of confirmation instruc-

tior in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Much of his paper was
reviewed in the former chapter and was reflected in the findings and con-
clusions of Committee I at the Intersynodical meeting conducted at the |
DeKoven Foundation.

Since that time the Board for Parish Education, in conjunction with

leading scholars from the seminaries and teachers' colleges, conducted

4Ibid., p. 3.
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workshops in confirmation practices and instruction.

Such synodical studies of practices and objectives led The Lutheran
Church-~Missouri Synod to see the need for comparing notes with other
synodicel bodies utilizing the same practices. Thereupon & Lutheran
Intersynodical Committee on Parish Educatiun was established.

By resolution of thes Intersynodical Committee on Parish Education
at its 1953 meeting, a Seminar on Confirmation and Confirmation
Instruction is to be held at the DeKoven Foundation for Church
Work, Racine, Wisconsin, in August, 19354.

The purposc of this seminar is to re-examine Confirmation and
Confirmation Instruction in the light of the development of
Lutheran parish education, specifically:

1. To study and evaluate factors involved in youth
confirmation instruction.

2. 7o set up some general guiding principles based on
such re-examination.

3. 7To indicate implications for curriculum, methods
and materials, both with regard t synodical boards
and local churches.

4. To summarize the findings and make them available to
participating groups.

In lining up the procedures it was resolved that the project
was to be cleared with the respective Boards for Parish Education,
This has been done and the correspondence indicates that almost
all Boards have ratified participation of the project as of
Pebruary 10, 1954.

Participation was to be made on the basis of gensral size of the
group. Originally the following representation was suggested:

United Lutheran Church - 12
Lutheran Church-- Missouri Synod - 12
Evangelical Lutheran Church - 9
American Lutheran Church - 8
Augustana Synod - 3
United Bvangelical Lutheran Cmrch- 3
Lutheran Free Church - 3

In a rich, focused and articulate program, leading scholars addressed
themselves to the varied problems involved in confirmation and confirmation

instruction. The establishment of seven committees, each with a
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significant and specialized area of research, demonstrates the enlarging

scope of effort and thought in this important educational function of the

church. We list them:

Committee I <« The Aims of Confirmation Instruction

Committee II <~ The Content of the Confirmation Course

Committee I1I - Pedagogical Principles and Methods of

Confirmation Instruction

The Use of Activities in the Confirmation

Learning Experience

Committee V - Integrating Confirmation Instruction and
Confirmation into the Total Christian Bducation
Program in the Parish

Commitiee VI ~ Evaluating Our Work in Confirmation Instruction

Committee VII - Enlisting and Developing Parental Support and
Cooperation During the Confirmation Instruction®

Comnmittee IV

The subject at hand relates primarily to the report of Committee I.
The committee was composed of A. C., Mueller, J. C. K. Preus, Theodore K.
Finck, Martin J. Heinecksen, and A. C. Streng. This report is signifi-
cant in the development of confirmation objectives.

Confirmation is a rite established by the church which comes at
the conclusion of a special period of instruction. Im it, after
preceding examinaticn, the confirmand publicly professes the
Christian faith in which he was baptized and as a maturing
Christian promises to remain faithful in the profession of this
faith and the practice of the Christian life as a member of the
church. 7The assembled congregation prays for the continuing
gift of the Holy Spirit upon him.

Some prefer to classify the goals of confirmation instruction
according to knowledge, attitudes, and conduct. However, since
all three are so closely interwoven, we prefer not to follow
this procedure. The aims are, therefore, so stated as to pre-
suppose that the total person is always inwolved.

We recognize that confirmation instruction is a part of the
total Christian instruction and that, therefore, the aims will
not differ essentially from those to be achieved by the total
program. However, confirmation instruction does differ from
other Christian instruction in that it is an intensification

5“Minutes of the Seminar on Confirmation Instruction,” R. A. Vogeley,
Secretary Pro Tempore, DeKoven Poundation for Church Work, Racine,
Wisconsin (August 24-27, 1954), pp. 2-4.
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and focalization of all previous imstruction and prepares the
confirmand for participation in the Lord's Supper and all the
privileges and responsibilities of communicant membership.

It also takes imto account the varying background of the
catechumens and seeks to insure that each one receives at

least a minimum knowledge of the way of salvation. At the

same time, for the large majority, the aims may be expected

to be achieved to a greater degree than heretofore in accordance
with increased maturity.

In general, confirmaticn instruction aims to train and nurture
the individual for his own personal life of faith and to prepare
him for more active participation in the full life and work of
the mature congregation.

More specifically, this involves the following aims:

I. Personzl Commnitment to Christ

A. Increasing love of Christ as Savior; fellowship with
the Triune God; acceptance of total discipleship.

B. Appreciation of the sacraments
1. Understanding of the purpose of baptism
2. Use of baptisu in daily living (Rom., 6:3=4)
3. Appreciation of the regulation of confirmation
to baptism.
4, Understanding and régular use of the privilege
of the Lord's Supper.

C. Growth in personal dewtional life
1. Bffective practice of prayer
2. Dewtion to Christian iruth
3. Impulse toward lifelong growth under the Hbly
Spirit’'s guidance

D. Growing in joy in the fellowship of Christ in good
seasons and bad

II. Understanding of the Chief Doctrines of the Christian PFaith

A. A deepening acguaintance with the historical bases of
Christianity

B, Understanding of the divine plan of salvation in and
through Jesus Christ.
1. This involves an overview
2. How the parts fit together
3. How they are intimately related

C. Knowledge of God as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier -
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D. Warm and humble personal appreciation and acceptance
of these holy truths by the help of the Spirit of
God for holy living.

IIXI. Desire and Ability to Use the Bible with Skill and Profit, by

A. Attainment of a good working acguaintance with the Holy
Scriptures and a deep love of its saving contents.

B, Growth in the understanding of the Word and loyalty to
Lhe revelation of God's purpose and plan of salvation.

C. 1Increasing willingness to accept and obey the will of
God as expressed in Holy Writ amd as preached and
taught in the church,

D. A growing appreciation of the blessangs of regular use
of God's Word in private and family devotions.

IV. Understanding of the Nature and Purpose of the Church, and
Active Participation in the Life and Work of the Church

A. Knowledge of the history of the church, church body,
and congregation as a prerequisite for the enjoyment
of the church's privileges and the fulfillment of one's
duties as a church member.

B. Such interest in the spiritual welfare of others as
will lead to personal soul-winning, to prayer for the
expansion of the church, and to generous giving.

C. Faithful church attendance and diligent use of the Means
of Grace.

D. A growing interest in the work of the local congregation |
and readiness to participate according to opportunity
and ability in this work as a teacher, officer, member
of congregational organization, or in any other capacity.

E. Acquaintance with the liturgy, hymns, and prayers of the
church, and ability to use them with intelligence and
profit.

F. Awareness of the church as a spiritual fellowship consisting
of the saints on earth and in heaven, and a growing anti-
cipation of eternal blessedness as the ultimate destiny of
all who remain faithful to their Savior unto death.

V. A Greater Measure of Pulfillment of the Law of Love in Daily 5
Life in the Relation to the Fellowman in the Home, the
Community, the State, and the World
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A. Realization that love is the fulfillment of the law
B. Devotion to the building of true community

C. Umderstanding and practice of the universal priesthood
of all believers

D. Understanding and practice of the Christian calling
E. Understanding and practice of Christian stewardship

F. Proper attitude and conduct in regard to sex and family
living

The following material has in part served as the source of the

above statement of aims. It is preserved here upon the request
of the members of the workshop and will be found the request of
the nmenbers of the workshop and will be found usable by pastors
and those who prepare catechetical materials.

In more detail the aims of confirmation instruction may be stated
as follows:

a. An acquaintance with the historical basis of the Christian
faith and its central doctrines; an understanding of the divine
plan of salvation in and through Jesus Christ; knowledge of God
a2s Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

b. An acquaintance with the moral law as summarized in the Ten
Comnandments and the ability to distinguish between right and
wrong; & sensitized conscience enlightened by Cod's Word,
restraining from wrong-dcing and helping in the fulfillment of
duties.

c. A knowledge of the difference between salvation by grace and
salvation by works; trust solely in Christ's merit; prompted by
love and gratitude to live a life of holiness ancé good works;

the awareness that the knowledge of God's Word is usecless unless
it expresses itself in action and that faith without works is
dead. The knowledge that love is the fulfillment of the Law and
that the Christian life is to be motivated by the fear and love
of God; awareness of the importance that Jesus attached fo mercy,
pity, and sympathy with the lost, the sbandomed, the afflicted,
and delight in kindness and mercy.

d. The recognition of the value of prayer including intercession
for others and the cultivation of the prayer life; some skill in
the art of free prayer in the presence of others; the ability to
follow the 1iturgy of the church; intelligently and to engage in
public and private worship; the recognition of the value of God's
Word as it is preached and taught in the church and of the privi-
lege and duty of hearing the Word; the cultivation of the habit of
regular attendance at worship.
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e. A deeper understanding of the meaning of Baptism and the
Baptismal covenant; the realization that at the root of sancti-
fication is the struggle between the old man, or the sinful heart,
and the new man in Christ and that watchfulness and prayer overcome
temptation and win the victory (Rom. 6:3-4). A growing awareness
of his continuing sinfulness, and a corresponding appreciation of
God's grace and forgiveness and of the need of divine grace to
overcome the flesh and live an uncompromising Christian life.

f. An understanding of the Sacrament of Holy communion and the
desire to receive it and to become a regular and faithful
communicant.

g. The knowledge of being united with God and with Jesus, and
the consciousness of the presence of God and of Jesus, the Friend
of sinners; a fellowship with Jesus as an aid in keeping the
heart pure and denying worldly lusts, in overcoming fears and
worries and in living a godly life.

h, 8kill in handling the Bible, the habit of regular Bible
reading and the ability to find important Bible passages; the
reading of the Bible for infommation, for the cultivation of
devotional life, and as a guide for daily living.

i. An understanding of the meaning of the Christian priesthood
and of stewardship; the realization that time, talents and money
are given in trust, and are to be used in the service of God and
call for self-denial and generous giving; the recognition of the
need and value of work and the desire to serve God and man in a
useful occupation; that diligence and faithfulness are to be
practiced in work and study; the belief that God has a plan for
his life and through daily prayer for guidance, asking for the
direction of the Lord, this plan may be known.

j+ Interest in the salvation of others, prayer for courage to
win others, and personal participation in soul-winning; prayer
for the conversion of sinners, for mission work and charitable
endeavors,

k. Holy reverence for God and for things that are sacred in the
sight of God; deep regard for God's Word, respectful behavior in
church, and reverent and submissive behavior toward parents,
pastors, teachers, and all God-given superiors.

1. Learning more and more as a Christian to control the emotions;
that uncontrolled emotions injure health and undermine spiritual
life; that anger, hate, envy, jealously, fears and worries are
sinful; that forgiving and peacemaking are desirable; that
Christian joy grows out of God's promise of grace and the assurance
of forgiveness; and that the child of God practices tongue control.

m. An elementary knowledge of church history, familiarity with the
life of Luther, the Reformation, and the story of the Lutheran
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Church. Knowledge of church and congregation make for deeper
interest in its work, lead to Lutheran consciousness which makes
possible an evaluation of other denominations and an appreciation
of the Lutheran Chuzrch.

n. The knowledge that while suffering and adversity to believers
as well as unbelievers, for believers they are a wholesome
chastisement intended for spiritual growth and leading to
submission to the will of the Lord and patience and cheerfulness
in suffering.

o. An appreciation of the responsibility in maintaining a
Christian atmosphere in the home.

P. A consciousness of the duty to set a good example as a

Christian citizen, to take an interest in the community, and

to help promote its welfare. The attitude toward persons of

another race or color as one of love and sympathetic under-

standing and the removal of all pre judice.®

Although these aims did not represent the sole view of The Lutheran
Church--iMissouri Synod, primarily because of certain conditions stated
in thess objectives, nevertheless this excellent summation was certainly
helpful in defining and focusing the goals of this study. The statement
is lengthy and ponderous, however, making it somewhat impractical. In
some instances it is too broad and lacks the precise statements needed
for just one function in the Christian educational process. One valuable
contribution made by this intersynodical statement was that there is a
definite blending of the "traditional” and "developmental” views showing

e
that they are not mutually exclusive as some argue.

6"Aims of Confirmation Instruction." Report of Committee I:
Intersynodical meeting, DeKoven Foundation for Church Work, Racine,
Wisconsin, August 24-27, 1954, pr. 1-5,



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS

The attention of the general public has been drawn to the Lutheran
custom of confirmation in varied popular articles, periodicals as well as
newspapers. At times such articles are rather loose, disorganized, and

misleading. Such an article appeared in an issue of the Post Dispatch.

To prepare himself for Lutheran Confirmation, Terry Thompson

had two years of religious instruction in one-hour-a-week classes
held by Pastor Wolf. This instruction centered around what is
called the Small Catechism, drawn up by Martin Luther, out of
whose teachings the Lutheran Church took form some 400 years ago.
In it, Luther condensed the principal teachings of the Bible into
a series of guestions and answers, presented under five headings;
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism and the Sacrament of Communion.

The Confirmation course also included a brief study of the Bible
in its relation to secular literature, some church history and an
explanation of the humanitarian work of the church and the duties
of members,

As Confirmation day approached, Terry and the others in his class
shared a feeling of rising excitement and anticipation. First
there was the final examination before the Church Coumcil. It
proved easier than Terry had hoped, because the confirmands were
asked only one or two key questions.

Pastor Wolf had explained to him that the stern old Lutherans of
earlier days had required children to memorize the entire Catechism.
On examination, they were brought up before the congregation and
were reqguired to answer questions fired at them by the members.
Although the ordeal of examination is much easier today, Pastor
Wolf pointed out, the reasons for it are still the same: to
impress upon the child the seriousness of Confirmation and to

- make parents realize the necessity of religious instruction.

On the Saturday preceding Confirmation Sunday came the "rehearsal,”
when Pastor Wolf and the confirmands went through the entire ceremny.

ll\arl Kohrs, "A Lutheran Boy Takes His Vows;' "Coming of age in
three faiths: no. 1," "Parade,! St. Louis Post Dispatch (December 4, 1955),

P. 9, Col. 2 & 3.
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This was an unfortunately oversimplified account of conf irmation
instruction as a valid religious educational procedure within the lutheran
Church, Confirmation instruction was much more involved than merely
teaching subject matter and custom. The confusion of methods and
materials, as well as customs and personalities, beclouded the issue of

desired outcomes in relation to adolescents.
A denominational newspaper article emphasized the interest and

concern about confirmation instruction and demonstrated the complexity

of the problem.

Your editorial "More on Liturgy" in TIE LUTHERAN LAYMAN of

May 1, 1955, stated: "During this past Palm Sunday confirmation
season, many pastors apparently preferred to pledge their
confirmands to remain loyal to Christ, the Christian church,

or the teachings of the Bible, rather than to The Lutheran
Church as stated in the agenda. Some seem to think it is not
right to pledge a Christian to loyalty to a human organization."

May I add my humble comment? The vow of the confirmand as
stated in our agenda, asks first: '"Do you hold all the
canonical books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God,
and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church drawn
from the Bible as you have learned to know it from Luther's
small catechism, to be the true and correct one?*®

And then: "Do you also, as a member of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church, intend to continue steadfast in the confession
of this church, and suffer all, even death, rather than fall
away from it?" And the final question asks: ''Finally, do

you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the rule of the
divine Word, to be diligent in the use of the means of grace, to
walk as it becometh the Gospel of Christ, and in faith, word and
deed to remain true to the Triune God, even unto death?™

These questions tell me that the promise of the confirmand and
of members of the Lutheran Church is one of loyalty not to a
human organization, not to the Lutheran Church as such, but to
those confessions of our church which are drawn from and based
upon the clear teaching of Holy Scripture.

We have every reason to be proud of the confessions of the Lutheran
Church because of their clear statement of the teachings of the
Lord Himself and because they breathe the spirit of etermal truth.
But the confirmand at our altar cives a vow of loyalty first to
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the Triune God and to His Word and--then--to the confessions
of the Lutheran Church because they accurately profess the
teachings of God.

Should the time come, God forbid, that the Lutheran Church
should stray from its beautiful confessions and from God's
Word, I for one would encourage those who made their primazy
allegiance is to the Word and to those confessions which
voice God's Word rather than to a church body. I am confident
that I would be ome in a multitude of Christian people who
would take that same view.

Your statement that the agenda pledges confirmands '"to remain
loyal...to the Lutheran Church® indicates a danger in the agenda's
wording, unless it is carefully explained. I took the liberty

to discuss this matter with a number of our fellow Lutherans who,
I found, held the same view your editorial reported regarding

the meaning of the vow as stated in the agenda.

I believe that we ought not take chances on a matter as important
as this. It is essential that Christian people--and certainly
also Lutheran Christians--focus their loyalty aright, directing
it to God and to His sacred Word. Our pastors ought certainly
instruct confirmands carefully regarding their vow. Perhaps an
amendment to the agenda's wording might help prevent innocent
but dangerous misinterpretations. If so, such an amendment
would be much worthwhile.

I believe that the interest and the discussion that was evoked
by this topic in THE LUTHERAN LAYMAN has been a fine thing for
the church. We commend you for all THE LUTHERAN LAYMAN has
done in furthering the Lord's cause and we bespeak God's con-
tinued blessings upon you and your service to His Church.

Another rather well-written article in a magazine granted the
popular reader a deeper insight as to the significance and background
of confirmation with its intensive instruction. The very first para-
graph indicated the sensitivity and awareness of the reporter.

Nearly all Christian churches have some kind of ceremony to

admit young people into "communicant' membership. It is a

status in which they have the right to participate in the
Lord's Supper, In the Lutheran Church, as in most others,

rn

2Rev. Paul Spitz, "Letters to Layman offer clarification,
‘Confirmation vow," The Lutheran Layman (June 1, 1955), p. 5, col. 1.
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this right is conferred by confirmation, Carl Tryggestad,
pictured on these pages, confirmed his faith in the presence

of his family and the congregation of Concordia Lutheran Church
in Minneapolis. He was one of a class of 19 boys and girls,
Having received instructiom over the years since their baptism,
they were welcomed as communicants by the Rev. C, S. Lystig,
their pastor, in a ceremony that is at once festive and solemn.
Lotherans think of the rite, not as mystic or magical, but as

a lifelong source of inspiration and strength and an enduring
spiritual treasure. The members of Carl's confirmation class,
all between 14 and 15, learned the tenets of their faith

through the "small® catechism, propounded in the 16th century

by Martin Luther. The small catechism is not a substitute for
the 2ible, but is intended to help a young person understand and
love the Bible more. It presents a summary of the truths and
doctrines of the Divine Word as recorded in the Scriptures, and
is offered to @ child as a primer in his education in the
realities of sin and grace. The period of special inrdoctrination
by the pastor varies, but usually lasts about two years. Without
such preparation, Lutherans feel, the confirmation service would
be reduced to a mere formality.3

One of the general observations to which we were drawn was the
complexity of the subject at hand. Objectives have a way of remaining
nebulous and obscure, unless they are definitely related to a specific
existing structure within the church. To this end it was essential for
the individual researcher, as well as of ficially directed boards of
education, to determine their present position in terms of the professional
training of the pastors carrying on confirmation instruction, time
available to the modern American adolescent, as well as to the church
in its program, the materials made available by specialists in the field,
and the cooperation of the home in attaining the goals established.

Another inference which was drawn was the possibility of variation.
Certainly there were differences noted in approach and resolution of

problems dependent in part upon the personalities involved, as well as

3Chestet Morrison, "A Boy Confirms His Paith," Look (March 19, 1957),
Pp. 91-92, -
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the physical factors of the individual congregation. There were,
however, certain basic concepts and essentials on which there should be
general agreement, and these were best formulated and articulated by
educators and theologians of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod in close
consultation with men from the field.

Since religious education, as all educational processes, was to
a degree fluid and changing and must be re-evaluated and re-studied
periodically to meet changing conditions and resolve new problems, it
was essential that no dogmatic or rigid structure be established which
was considered sacrosanct and unchangeable.

It was certainly desirable that the confusion and bewilderment
still somewhat apparent among the pastors of The Lutheran Church--Missouri
Synod be reduced and minimized by a precise, carefully articulated, yet
sympathetic proposition emanating from workshops and official sources.

The program of developing objectives for confirmation instruction
was progressing satisfactorily on official levels. However, before com=
Pletely satisfactory objectives could be formulated and promulgated,
there should be a clarification and statement of a Lutheran philosophy
of education. Rian observed,

However, neither the Lutherans of the Missouri Synod, nor any

other Lutheran body so far as we can discover, have an integrated,

unified and complete system of educational philosophy such as the

Roman Catholic philosophy of education. There are some books y

which deal with pedagogy and which elaborate upon @artin %uther s

educational principles, but not a single volume exists which

attempts to do what A Catholic Philosophy of Education, by Redden
and Rian, does for Romanist education. This is a sad lack which
should have been remedied long before, especially since the

Missouri Synmod has been engaged in Christian education for omne
hundred years.4

4Edwin H, Rian, Christianity and American Education (San Antomio,
Texas: The Naylor Company, 1949), p. 205.
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At the present time The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod had
undertaken a two-fold task. It proceeded by laying the groundwork for
establishing a definitive Lutheran philosophy of education, both from
the synthetic and analytic viewpoint, and thereafter proceeded to fit
into the proper place the various religious educational processes
involved, including instruction of youth for confirmation. In the interim,
however, it was to the advantage of every pastor and congregation to
attempt a reasonable formulation of specific objectives stated in terms
of desired outcomes in the life of the adolescent students, in order to
chart and prepare a focused curriculum and make profitable use of the
excellent lesson materials available.

To this end we concluded the study by a statement of specific
objectives as they might be currently used. Although the problem was
complex, the statement of objectives was to be as concise and as simple
as possible and was stated in terms of the adolescent student, as well
as the subject matter.

This perscnal statement of objectives for junior confirmation
instruction rested heavily on the findings of a workshop in confirmation
instruction conducted in the summer sessions of Concordia Seminary by
Repp, 1956. This personal statement follows.

In its historical framework in the Lutheran Church, confirmation
instruction had usually been considered an essential part of confirmation.
It was ﬁaintained to this day as a required prerequisite for the churchly
rite of confirmation. The theological renéouing for such instruction was
sound. In order to be declared eligible for participation in the second

sacrament, the young adult must be able to examine himself. Hence, the
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conf irmand must be conversant with the Scriptures. In this situation
Calvinists pressed for an emotional awareness of conversion. In the
_Lutheran Church, however, certain goals were established in terms of e
knowing the Scriptures as contained and condensed in Luther's Small
Catechism.

Through the years confirmation instruction had become more than a
preparation for the second sacrament. It was also an agency which drew
together and summarized for the adolescent all previous religious
instruction, whether given in the home or in the church. Thus, the con=-
firmation instruction is a focalization, intensification, and extension 43
of religious knowledge which would serve as a starting point for an adult
interpretation and application of spiritual tenets. Thus the confirmand
as a more mature person will be equipped to meet his growing responsi-
bilities in both the spiritual and the physical areas.

It might be noted here also that confirmation, neither as a
religious educational procedure, nor as a church rite, could be considered
a completion of Holy Baptism, other than that it fulfills an obligation
accepted at the time of baptism, both by the sponsors and the church in
the exhortation

that he (she) may be brought up in the true knowledge and fear

of God, according to the teachings of the Lutheran Church and

faithfully keep the baptismal covenant unto the end.
Or the alternate,

And be taught the holy Ten Commandments, the Christian Creed,

and the Lord's Prayer; and that, as he grows in years, you

place in his hands the Holy Scriptures, bring him to the

services of God's house, and provide for his further instruction
in the Christian faith, that, abiding in the covenant of his



73

Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may be brought
up to lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.d

The desired outcome of confirmation instruction should be that
every confirmand as a child of God and professed believer in Jesus Christ
have a more fully developed personal faith-life. He will be carefully
and conscientiously prepared to receive the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper. As a2 maturing Christisn he will be able to assume more fully
his responsibilities as a member of the Rvangelical Lutheran Church.

To this end the catechumen will study the Word of God as contained
in the Holy Bible, systematized and clarified in Luther's Small Catechism
with its attendant workbooks and appendices.

Thus, he understands and appreciates more fully the importance and
significance of the Scriptures to his life.

He has a more meaningful and deepened devotional life.

He recognizes to a greater deéree his privileges and responsi=-

bilities as a member of a Lutheran congregativn.

Sihe Lutheran Agenda (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House),
PP. 4-5.
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