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but to no avail. ZEven if everything had been done in an
orderly manner, the great dearth of ministers would not have
warranted such a small locality in getting a fourth minister
when lapger aorecas of the couniry had none at a11,195

Vhen Teinert saw thet his little group could receive no
of ficial recognition from the Missouri Synod and was refused
@ pastor, he said, "Then, I'1l get one myself" [Enann hol!?
ich wmir einenf] ané set out for Rutersville, where the Tekxas
Syned had recently established a zeminery for theslogical
stndents. It seems that he hed little difficulty in pro-
curing one. When the first St. Peter's was organized, this
Synod made investigetions before they entered the field
held by ﬁissouri.los In this cese howaver, the Texas Synod
seemcd to be more eager to make inroads into this colony and
without further investigation sssigned Eduard Zapf to this

107

parigh,. Zapf was a young man who had just come over from

Switzerland and a graduaste from the nlasion institution at
Ste Chrischona.lo8
In Xiliant's letter to Buenger of llay 6, 1873, it was

mentioned that the new group was building a church., Though

losznterview with Mr. Teinert's son of Viarda, Texas, who had
. these letters in his posseasion,

Reppy 9p.cit., (January, 1843), p. 115 f,
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Der Lutheraner, XXX (lNove. 1, 1874).

Mgebroff, 22.0117-' Pe 5524




the officinl nome of the eongreéatlnn indicated that the
church was to be in Fﬁjﬁtte‘cuudty, the site of the first
building was actuhily in Iee Ccunfy, on the present Dunk's
homestend. 102 on August 24 1873 the- new pastor wae installed
and perhaps the church was dedieated at the same tine.llo '"he
freme church with é small tower was natursllv very simple,
measuring about 20 x 30 feete

Sinece these people were vefy mach concerned about a
schonl, i% was understcod thaﬁ Zapf would also tecch. Thus
during the second week in November school was begun, however
with only half-day sesslons for the time helng,lll It
planued to have full sessions later which were to sontinue

for eipght months of the year, In time equipment was pupre

chased and the school vas in full swing.llz

logxllian refers to 1t as belng in Fayette County, oc does

a0 the eall to Reve Schuidte. However according to the
people in this vieinlty the Tunk place 1s in Lec County.
Vhe ther .the county line was changed or whether there was
o general vagueness as to the line, is not certain. Xilian
even refers to the place as Serbin, indicatilg that he con=
gidered it merely a pert of his parish, The present site
is, of course, in Fayette County.

110"1ltor1cul note left by Kilian ="Aug.24, 1873 a number of
“exas Synod men ( 3 ) celebrated taeir accession of the
Cross Church in Serbin, Fayette Co." Serbin archives,

115 nutes of Cross Church, ioVe 9, 1875. (the first offiecinl
WInuEesJ. Tierear ter referred to as"Crose linutesY

12ﬂross'minutee. Nove. 16, 1873,
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But there were to he some serious di“ficultieas for the
new pagtor. These people were naturally in sympathy with the
lilasourli Synod in spite of Teinert's influence, Eﬁey tried
to persuade Zapf to leave the Texas Synod and join liissouri
but failed., 1> inis led to dissatisfaction and some of the
people wanted to return to Serbin, especlally the women.ll4
On the other hand there was much vindicativeness with a few.
When Pastor Pallmer of St. Peter's church died, it was inter—
preted a= an act of Gody punishing the Serbin people for
having refused to psrmit Rabbs Creek group to transfer.115

In the meanwhile there wae steady growth in the con-
gragation, although Kilian wrote in ths latter part of 1873
that there were only thirteen families left in this parish,
Zapf repnéted in April, 1874, that there were gixty communie
contse IHe had confirmed six children during the firat eight
months.lla Perhaps Kilian could not realize that there might
be some progress even though there were no accessions at the
expense of his own flocke Several families living in the
territory were won by Zapf, and this contributed to the

growth of his congregation.

115pep Tutheraner, XXX (love. 1, 1874).

11443 8torical note left by Kilian - 1873. Serbin archives,
115Dev Lutheraner, XXX (ilove 1, 1874).

116inutes of the Texas Synod, Sessions of April 30, 1874.




Zapf was not %o miniater long in this parish for he
died on Jdune 25, 1874, lle had planned to merry =snd hefore
the news of his death and burial could reach hie bride, she
had left for Fayette County. A delegation from the congre-
gation met the bewlldere§ young woman at the train at
Giddings to tell her of the death of her fiance.ll? Zape
today lies buried in an unmerked grave with only a hacke
berry tree as tombstore and a rotting ceder railing as mute
witness that someone lies buried at the spot.lla

After Zapii's denth, Teinert again tmrned <o the Texas
Synod for a minister inspite of the fact that the congre-
gatiocn as such wanted a man from the Missouri Synod,
Domineering as he wes, he got his way. DBut unfortunately
for Teinert, there was no man svailable,for the Texas Synod
wag also expcriencing a shortage of minlstera.llg lowever
to take care of the emé}gency a Hr, F, Jdesse, jucst recently
llcenced, was asked by Telnert to serve. When the congreg-
ation demended that Jesse Join the Missouri Synod he rsfused,

believing that his own Synod was Lutheran enough.lzo When

1171niepview with lr. Kuntze of Viarda, Texas,

llaﬂrs. Dunk pointed out the grave on her property.

119?-.:gebl'off, OPe. cltey; De 120,

1205:90e aia finally leave the Texas Synod and became a
member of the lMissouri Synod in 1890. ligebroff,Geschichte
der Ersten Deutschen Evangelische TLutherischen Synode in
Te@X6Sy Pe O03e
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the people became nware of this attitude, they severed
connections with the Texas Synod ond prepared to straighten
out their difficulties with the !issouri Synod so that they
might be served by them. Telnert was so enraged that he
left the congregation. Both Serbin congregetions were
appealed to and public apology was made., To show the
sinceriiy of their act the situstion wos aired in Der

121

Lutheraner and an apology to the entire Synod was mnde.

Greif of St. Peter's congregation was asked to be the
vacancy pastor until sueh a time that they might be supp=-
lied by their pastor., Sie Paul's evidently acceptei the
apology but refused to conaider the congregation as a
geparaie group for a number of yearas, Synod now acted
quite guickly, seeing that they might lose this foothold, and.
a young grahunte of the theological seminnrj of =t. Louils was
assigned to the congregation. So on the fourth Sunday of
Advent, 1874, the Rev, lir. A. L. Timotheus Stiemke wes
ordained and installed by'ﬁastor Greif.122 The fact that
the Synod recognized loly Cross, as the congregation was
now ealled, was another wound for Killan who felt that the
entire situation should have been solved only by doing
away with this congregation, or at best, using the church

for a school to supply -this territory.

121, %x (Nov. 1, 1874).

122 1h14., Jan. 15, 1875,




- 42

Stiemke woe itwenty-seven yeors of age and had bheen
born in Vasghington County, Visconsine Ile wos the firat
pastor of the Jerbin arca who was born in this conniry, ard
i1t might be added, that his arrival morked a new era for the
entire group, He had been educated at the Usrfin Tuther
College at Buffalo, llew York, end graduated from St. Louis,

Before coming top Texas he had married liiss Anna Schoening of
Fte Uodge, Iowae.12® Since he dild not know Wendizsh and a
number of people in his parish could not understand the
German, Stiemke began to learn Viendish as- well as he could.
e of ten had the elders come to him evenings to instruet
hine In time he wans able to give Holy Communion in that
language tope 174 During his stay in Holy Croass he won the
henrts of his people and even to this day the older oncs.
who 3till remember him, speak of him with high oraise,
Stroangely enough, these people still have vivid recollect=
iona of their achobling which théy received from him, 7r,
Birkmenn describes him o2 not only & popular preacher, but
well versed in many other fields. IHe was friendly, frank,

and =211 the while most humble. IHls executive abilily served

123, Ge prlmnn, Zun Gedacchiniss des seligen Pastors e Le
Limotheus SUiemidCe

i2e., Dirkmanny GeDeVey OCtey 1032 nede on the clippinge.




him well and loter he hecame the first preeident of the

newly organlized Southern Distri-t, ieeping this office osn
long o2 he remained in the SOuth."?5 Kilian lesrned to like
the man too and spolke of him with hizh regard even though he
never lgked the congregatilon. To accoumodate these cone
flicting feelings Kilian later suggested to Bueuger tha. he
transfer Stiemke to some other parish'nnd.slmply maintsin
Eely Creose as & branch achool.12€ Obvioualy Xilian e%1ll had
the 01d World ideas of episcopal church government,

Though Syned had reeognized Holy Crosas, Ste “anlta did
not, least of all Kilian. Uhen members of St. Paullfs living
in the Rabbs Creeck territary'w!shed to Join Holy Croess, they
could not get their tranafere, Pastor Tirmenstein on his
of "iciel visit to the congregnitione tried to settle this
matier, but evidently he made no progress.127

An early cricsis for the young church e"me when the Rev.
lire Lo T Greif wse caolled sway from St. Peter?s congregation
in Serbine. <&t. Peter's wes predominantly Cerman vhile Holy
Crozs had a large group of Wends who could not undersiand

Germane. Tirmenstein and others felt that the intercsts of

125Ein Lpief des alten Prote Ce Birkmann sn einen ['reund « o o

Oct. 22, 1924, Tustin archives.
126 ..¢% of letter by Kilian to Suenger, lsrch 27, 1676.
Serbin archives,

127 veoma Hinmtes, Hay 2, 1875
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all could be best served if St, Peterfs called ﬁtiemké, who
wag German. Proft, a Wend, who had just resigned from the
Fedor chureh could then be called to Holy Cross. 3L. Peter's
followed the suggestion s£nd called Stiemke. Then Holy Cross
heard of this they were quite ongry, and ﬁnnnimausly resolved
to keep Stiemke in spite of the advice of Tirﬂénstein. Yhile
they loved Stiemke, this wes not the only reason. 2rofit wes
gickly and they felt that he could not handle both the school
and the church.1®® ' Stiemke hesitated to make a decision ond
informed the congregation that he woul@ seek the sdvice of
Dr. Walther, President of the Synods In the meanvhile he

wae permitted to be the vacancy pasator of St. Peter':.lzg

Three weeks later VWalther's letter was resd to the
congregation urging them release of their pastor. The
conzregation, however, would not accede to this but finally
Stiemke submitted to his people and promised to return the
ca12.+%0 g%, Peter's was not satlsfied for they had still
énather plane Thcﬁ proposed that the two congregotions unite
to form one parish with the pastor living in Jerbin. This
of course, did not sult the Holy Crose people any betier and

they asked that the matter be dropped entirely.lsl‘

e

afupra, pP. 1l.

legCross Minutes, Jen. l. 1876. «

13000 0ae Minutes, Jone 19, 1E76.

151cr0as Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876,




The popularity and sucééss of '‘Stiemke ia slso quite
evident from the fact that.the number of membera in this
vicinity vho belonged to Ste Paulfs.and wanted to join Holy
Cross, became alarmingly greate Killian wrote to his son
that about one seventh of his congregontlon wanted ﬁo leave
hime1? It was ot this time thet Kilian again protested to
Buenger on the entire arran ement, He argued that St. Paunl's
had voted this fterritory a school, but never a separatiec con-
gregation. Now Synod had even confirmed the sct of thgse
"separatists” by placing them on an equal i‘osting.]‘s3 Evie
dently Kilian did not get much satisfaction for conditions
remained as they were. The matter waa finally settled when
the Reve Je o Koestering came from !Missouri in 1878, As a
result St. Paul!s fully recognized Holy Cross and the question
of uransfers was more or leas se;fsled.ls4 The next year Holy
Cross officlally Jjoined the lilssouri Synod.

Stiemke had dnterests beyond his immediate p rizh.

Though Winchester was close, he was interested in the efforts
being made there to start a congregation for a number of
Germans. -Simon Suess, a thaolug}gal candidate, had been

sent into the neighborhood to explore the possibilitica for

132praft of letter by Kilian to his son, Hermann, Feb. 28,
1876. Serbln archives. :
133ppar & of letter by Kilian, iarch 27, 1878. Serbin archives.

134£1nutes of St. Paul'’s, Serbin, Jans 135, 1878,




a church, but thue far nothing cdefinite hed tsken places
Holy Cross was anxious to have things progress and promised
to help Suess o build a house whenever the people at
Winchester thougﬁt it ripe to begin work there. In time

this project failed and Suess left to teke a charge at

Traiburg, Texas Near Engle .

=hilcmke served Holy Cross some five years when he
suddenly got two cul;s, one from Hew Orleans and one from
Houetone The matter of the lNew Orleans call was caaily
setiled, but when it came to the Houston call there was a
more serious problen. In Houston the congregation had had
difficuliy with Rev, Caspar Braun, who had severed connecte
iona with Synod and had goiten hold of the church and the
properiy, leesving the conservative Luthersn group without a
pastor and a8 place to worship. . In spite of the evident need
of getting & pastor, loly Cross was not convinced that Hous=
ton weg the more important charge, because they c=sw the harm
that might come to their own achool and church. The e=ll
was therefore returned but when 1t was sent the second time
Stienmke pernunded‘the congregetion to allow him to leave for

S
Hoastnn.15

1350ros= Minutes, Jane 1, 1880. The Houston congregetion 1s
the present Trinity Lutheran Church, the largest congre-
gation of the ifissouri Synod in Texas,
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Though Holy Crcas had loat its pastor, they were
undaunted and lmmedlately resolved to c2ll & new mon, GCeyep
of Ste Peter's wes asked to aeprve during the vacancy.lsG
Yat a year passed befors a nlinister wass procured and the
school suffered conslderably, in fact, wes closed entirely.
Al ter many months of walting, the Rev. Mr, Gotifried Buche
schachey wrs colled from Alglera, Louisisna, and installed
Sexagenima Sunday, 1881, by Geycr.lsv

Buchschacher was a wost eolorful character with an
intereating life atgry.lsa He_wns born in Eriswyl, Zern
Canton, Swibzerldnd, and after & liberal education left
Lurope to come to Amerlcae VWhille in this country he became
interaated in the liethodliat minlstiry and was ordained in
1876 or 1876, He served in the lMethodist church af York-
town and iredericksburg, Texase While in Texas, hiz niten=
tion was called to the :lisszouri Synod. Consequently he hed
a long ccrrespondence with Ire Welther and assiduoualy read

Ter Imtheranere He bacame convinced of the tcachings of the

Tutheran Church and £inally took & colloquy for the mine

139

iztry at Hew Orleans in 1879, His first cherge in

136 B '

Croga Hinutes, Jane 6, 1880
157
lasﬂ*ahschacher was born Moy 8, 18852, For his interssting

biography s€@ GeleVe, NOve 11, 1927, La Grange Journal,

Toves LC27, or Louston Post, 1926.

Synodical Report, Weatern District, 1C79.

Der Tamtheraner, ¥XVII ( April 1, 1821).

132
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the Lutheran Church was at ‘lgilers, Louisiana, and from there
he came to Holy Cross. ’ ‘
The scout reports available show that Holy Crozs had
been growing steadily. At the end of the first year Stiemke
reported twenty-seven pupils in the school, including five
who were not members.+20" The next year [}5751 he FEPOQfEE

thirty-five pupils,~il

and this figure soon grew tc forty
pupile.t®® The first report the Reve. Buchschacher sent in
8% the end of 1881 showed that the school had soon regained
its standing with sixty-three puplls, There were at this time

320 souls, fifty=-four of which were vuting'members.143

With the work thus begun by Stiemke and now successe-

fully carried on by Buchschacher, the church building of

1873 was soon too small. In April, 1881, the question of a
new church was discussed. Mr. T. Hebrig, s member, offered
ten acres for & new church site, which offer was readily
accepted, Tith such a good exsmple, § 7165.00 was immediately
subscribed. Elaborate plans were drawn up calling for a

church 70 x 34 x 20 feet with a tower of 70 x 75 feet.l44

1405, 041 cal Report, Western aistrict, 1875.

14lsxgodica1 Regort,"wéstern district, 1876.
1425-nodical Report, Western district, 1879.
143

Synodical Report, Vestern district, 1882.

144 crgss Hinutes, April 3,°1861.
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"hen the actnal cost for such a bullding was figured out, it
proved too expensive and a smaller building was planned. ‘The
new plan called for a bullding 60 x 30 x 20 feet.145 It was
2 wise move that the sight was changed, for the congregation
was now two and a half miles farther from Serbin and served
the general interest much better. Holy Cross is now located
at this site, called Warda. The old church was torn down
and the lumber was salvaged for the new church.146 Proft
who had been helpful in designing St. Paul!'s church, also

147 and car=-

made & model for the pulpilt in the new church,
ved some of the intriecete designs. The new church wes dedi-
cated to the service of the Triune God on the Sunday after
Easter, 1082, midst great festivities, %8

Eesides teaching four days a week and being in the
middle of & bullding program, Buchschacher's interest for
organizing work in new rields could not be stermed. As
early as the surmer of 1881 he received permission to preach

every two weeks ‘in Giddinga.149 In time he helped orgenize

1450ross Hinutes, liay 24, 1881l. -

14631rkmann, GeDeVep July 12, 1934, Elsevwhere Dr., Birkmann
write that the old church was moved to the present site
and used for a school (G.D.V.,March 4, 1937) however the
minutes show that the school was entirely rebuilt as well
as the church, though at a slightly later date.

1470ros= Minutes, Sept. 17, 188l.

148per rutheraner, XXXVIII (May 1, 1882).
148¢poss uinutes, July 24, 1881.




