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o . t·end, but atte.,. tbe brenk •!~ Serb1n the congreget on 

kne\7 it would be ·1mpQas1ble to get him. As a friend ot 

Allt on• Pttot-ti would n·ever. have accepted the coll.102 If tbe 

Rabb2 creek congregation was to get any pa·stor at oll tbey 

wnuld have to be satlsried with a German and for this rea- _ 

son ~ch41dt was elected. How Telnert•s loyalty t o the 

~e dish could b~ook thls. 1s ditr1cult to under stand, ~ut 

pe~eonol an1mos1ty to K111on no doubt hnp much t ~ do with 

tt. .'ftla t happened to the call to Schmidt 1s bard to eoy. 

1a1,.en wl'ote Buenge11 • Moy 6• 1873• tbot·Schmidt bad occapted 

t he call and was expected to be· at Robbs Creek by July 1. 

wl e~e they ue~e already building o cburcb.103 Between the 

ti ... e Schmidt hec!l accepted the c 11 and the time he wos to· 

be in:Jt lled., \· 01"d en te .!'ttom the President or the ,·ee~el'n 

D:1ot1•ict t hat tbe n~n·rl y ol'gtUi1zed congregati on co\.tld not be 

1.•ccognized because of the frict ,.on wi th the Serbin co!1gl"e­

BBt,.ona. This was qu1te nstul'el since the mel?lbere could not 

get 3 peacef u1 d1sm!ssal f rom Serb1n and the off ic1sls of 

Oynod dotted not overloolc the conduct of he f ::1cti on.104 A 

numbel' or letters passed bem een President Duenger nd Karl 

•r ine~t i n ,:,hich t he Pl"sei dent t1'1ed to reaoon ,·11th bi m, 

108supra. P• a. 
l O~r.Pnft of letter in Ser bin ar chives. 
104Drnft. of letter by K111an t o Buenger. Oct. s. 1876. 

Serbin archives. 
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but to no avail. Even 1f everything bad been dona in on 

o~derly manner. tbe great dearth of mini sters would not have 
• 

wa r ranted such o small locality 1n getting o f ou~th ~inlater 

whe n larger oresa of the country had none at ·a11.l05 

~hen Te inert sa~ that h1a lit t l e gr-oup coul d r e ceive no 

of f 1 cial reeogn1t1on from the ldiasour1 Synod and ws e refused 

o pa s t or ., lie ae!d• 0 rlben, I' 11 6e t one myself " EDsnn b ol• 

1ch rd.1• .einen:J and s·et out for. RuteJ.1sville, .he :,e the Tena 

Synod hsa r e cently established a seminary f op t he olog! cnl 

s t udent s. It seems that he hr. d 11 t t le d1ff1cul ty in pro­

CUl"ing one. When t he first st. ,Petel"1 s -.,e s .or on1zerl., t b1s 

0 yi1od made inves t iga tions bef ore they entePed t he field 
106 

he l d by .. 1ssourl. In t b1s case hM·ever. t he Te:-ss Synod 

eemed t o be more eoger to mskc inroads i nto th1G colony e nd 

with ut f urther investiga tion assi gned Eduar d Za pf t o this 

po~lsh. 107 Zopf was o young men who hod j us t c oitte ove!' f rom 

Swi t zerland a nd a ~aduate from the mission ins t i tut ion st 

St. Ch r iscbona.10~ 

I n IC111an•s le,ti'i.er to Buenger of : ta 6:, 1873• it v1aa 

1ent ioned t ba t the new group was building o church. Though 

,1o5Inter v1e,., w1 t h Mr. Teinex-t' s son of v:erds., 
: t hese letters 1n h1s possession. 
106 · 

1
, Repp• .2.1!.•ill•.• (January., 1943). P• 115 f • 

I 

f I 
• l 
I • 
• I 

107 De r Lutheroner, XXX ( Nov.1.1874). 
108 

gebrotr. !!E.•ill•• P• 352. 
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the off1c1al name or the congregetlon 1nd1coted that the 

church ~as to be ln Fcye'"tte County, the si t e of the fir~t . 
building nes actually in Lee County, on the prosent Dunk•s 

homaotead.1~9 . On August · 24, 1873 t he· ne poator ffSG installed 

and perhaps tbo church uas
0

ded1cated ot ~be same ti e .llO The 

f~~ICQ church wit he smell tower waa ns tuvslly very 3 ~ple , 

mea su~ing about 20 x SO feet. . . 
Since these people ere ~ery mneh concerned about o . ., 

school• it was underst•o,id that Zapf ·101,1l d a lso t e c cb. '!'hua 

duri ng t he second 't7eek in lovember school wnc begun, boueveI' 

I! l · ' · · · 111 ~~t, only belf-day sessions f or the time belng~ It .. 
pl anned to hcve f 11 seaolona loter ,•:hich were to continue 

fo1• e i ght months of the ya&l." • In ti!me equipment uso putt­

chas e d ond the s~bool T/SS in full ST11ng . 112 

109Ki llan refers to 1t ao being 1n Fayette County, o doas 
:11 20 the coll to Rev.: Schmidt. Hor:eve1• s c co1.wdin to the 
people :t.n tb!.s vlc1nlty t'be · Dank place 1s in La2 County. 
\" bethel' .the county l~ne was c~ng~d oiw ,,be tbe r ~here was 
e "Onerol vagueness as t o the line, !s not certain. Kil:t.on 
even ~~fera to tqe p]A,lce oa Serbin, i nd1cati Pg tbet he con-

' a1dcred :t.t erely o p~rt of b:t.s perish. The p~e ent oite 
:ls, . of co•z1wse., , :t.n Fayette County. 

liOH1stor1col n ~ t ·G left by Ki lion -"Attg .24, 1873 o Tilll'!1b8 I' of 
Texas Synod men ( 3) celebrated their oecessiun of the 
Cr~ss Church in Se.rbin, l''oy ~tte Co." Serbin a r hi• es. 

111 . tnutes . of ·cross Church, ~ov. 9, 1873. ( t he f1rat off :t.clnl 
ml111.1tes) . ue1•eatter reterl!Ped to os" Croes :,anutes'.: 

112 · · ' Cross ~inut es, Nov. lG, 1873 • 

.... - .. 
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But t here were to be some aezr1ous dl "'f'lcu.ltles for the 

nen pastor. 1bese people were nat~rally in sympathy wi th the 

11s 0 our1 Synod 1n spite of Telnert•s influence. ~be t ried 

to persuade Zapf to leave the Texas Synod and join ... ias ourl 

but fo1led. 113 1bS.s led to d1J1aatlsta·ctton and some of the 
114 pe ople nanted to return to Serb1n• especially the women. 

On t he other h~nd there was much v1nd1ca t 1veness wi th a few. 

hen Pas t ozr Pallmer of St. Peter's church died. i t we e inter -

9r o t ad a ~ an act of . God• punishing the Serbin people t or 

havi ng refused to permit Rabbe Creek gro~1p to transfer.115 

I n t he me9nwh1le th.t!re was ste~dy growth i.n t he con­

gragst1 on. alt hough Kilian wrot e in the le t ter part of 1873 

that t here ~ere only thirteen families left 1n this parish. 

Zopf r epor~ed ln Apr11, 1874• that there were six ty communi­

cont s. He bod conf irmed s i x children during the first eight 
116 months . Perhaps K111an could not realize t hat t here mi ght 

be s ome pr o reas even though there were no s ccessi~ns a t the 

expense or his own f lock. Several faDiliea l i ving i n ~he 

terr1toFy were won by Za pf, ond th1s contributed to t he 

u~o~tb of his congregati on. 

ll3Der Lutberaner. XXX (ltov. i. 1874). 

1141ustoricol note left by X111sn - 1873. Serb in archives •. . . 
115De,... Lutherane1•1 XXX 0Jov. 1. 1874). 

116 !nutea of the Texas Synod• Sesslons of April 30• 1874. 
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Zapf woe not to minister long 1n this parish tor he 

died on June 239 1874. He bad planned· to marry 0 nd before . 
t he news of his death and burial could reach bis br1de 9 she 

hod left f or Fayette County. A delegati on from the congre­

ga 1on met tbe bewildered yonng woman at the traiu nt 

•i dc11nga t o tell her of ,tb"e death of he·zt fiance.117 Zapf 

t odny lies burled in on unmarked grave with only o h~ck­

ber~y tree as tombstone and e rotting cedar r oiling es mute 

witness tha t someone lies burled at the a pot . 118 

llfter Zapf 1 s de.n th. '!'einert ogoin tarned t o the Texas 

ynod f or e minister . i ns p1 te of tbe fact tha t t he congre­

•D t - n as ouch anted a men-from the 1esour1 Synod. 

Domineering as he T1'1S 9 he got his way. But unf ort• n~tely 

for Te1nert9 t hel'e was no ma n ava1lablG 9 t'or the mexas Synod 

was olso experiencing a shortage of mln1otero.119 HOl'lever 

to take co re of ,the emergenc7 a Mr. F. Jesse. j ust l'ecently 

l1cenced• was asked by 1~1nert to serve. ~hen t he congreg­

ation demanded tha t Jesee join the 1~sour1 Synod be rs t uaed• 
120 

be l ieving that h1s own Synod was Lutheran enough. :'lben 

l17Int erv1ew with Hr. Kuntze of Yiorda• Texas. 
118 1rs. Dunk pointed out the grove on her prope~ty. 
119 gebrotr. !!a• ill•• P• 120. 
120J esse dld finally leave the Te~s Synod e nd be come a 

membel' of tbe : 1ssour1 Synod in 1890. ,,ge broff . oee blcbte 
der Ersten Deutsoben Evan ellsche Luther1s cbe n S ode in 
'J:e :xes 9 P• 5 • 
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the people became cwere of this attitude• t hey sever e d 

connect i ons with the Texaa Synod ond prepared to s t raighten 

out t heir d1fficult1es with the i isaouri Synod' so tbot t hey 

might be served by t hem. Telnert wa s so enraged tha t he 

left t he congregation. Both Serbin congregot1ona were 

a ppealed t o end public apology was mode. To shOV! t he 

s1ncerl ·y of their act the a1tus t1on wos aired 1n ·Der 

Lu t hersner121 and ~n apology t o the entire Synod was mode. 

Gre i f of St. Peter's congregation was a sked to be t he 

va cancy pastor until ouch s time tha t they mt t be supp­

lied y t heir pastor. s • : Paul's evidently acce pte the 

a pology but refused to c onsider the congregation os e 

s eparo te group tor a number of years. Synod nov, acted 

qr t t e quickly. seeing that they mi ght lose this f oothold• and 

a young gradua te of the theological seminary of s t . Louts ~as 

assi gned to the congregat i on. So on the f ourth Sunday of 

Advent. 1874• the Rev. t11'. A. L. Timotheus St1emke was 

ordein·d and installed by -Pastor Gre1t.122 The t act that 

t he Synod recognized Holy Ci-oaa. as t he congl'eget i on \7BS 

now celled• woe anot her wound fol' K111an who f elt · tbe t the 

ent ire s1tuet1on should have been solved only by doi ng 

at'la y w1·tb t his c ongregstlon. or st best. using the church 

f or a school t o supply •thla ter~itory. 

121 ( ) ,~XX Nov. 1. 1874 • 
122 Ib id.• Jan. 15• 1875. 
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Stie . ke ns s t ,Tenty-oev!3n ~ o rs of o e and h!!. bee n 

born 1n •ooh1ngt o~ County• : 1scons1n. De wos the f 1rat 

p:.isto?' of t he Serbin area who was born 1n t b1s co11nt17. and 

2.t might be a ddod• . thot hla Bt'rlvol morlcerl a ne,,. el'o fol' the 

e ot1re group. He bnd been educated at the !Sartin Luther 

College ot Buffalo• Ire,; York. ond gl'Sduoted i'ror.i " t. Lou io. 

e f ox-e c on1111g t p Texas be had morrled Uias •• nna Schoening of 

Ft. Dodge . Im1a.123 Sli:tce ~e d1d not kn0\7 "iendish DDd D 

number of people .1n his parish cmld not unders tond t he 

Germo n. t1emke began t q _learn \lendlsh no- mtll os be could. 

o or t e n lla d t he elders cor.,ie to him evenings t o ino t r uct 

h1111. I n t i me be wos able to c:-lve Iioly COli'l!llun i on in t bo t 

l anguage t oo.124 l)urS.ng bls atoy 1n . oly Cross he u on the 

h Ft& or h i s peop~e and even to this day t be older onos. 

r. h o 3till 1~emembel" him• speak or h1m with b1gb praise. 

c t;;"o ngel y e n uah. t beae peopl~ sti ll lmve v!vld recollect-. . 
!ono of tbe lr scboollng ~hlch they received fr om b1m. , r . 

11" monn deccrlbes b1m os not on~y a populn11 preocb r. • ut 

nel l verood in many other .fields. He wee f rie t1dly, r r onk, 

a nd oll t he . T,1 h1le most bunJble. !Us executive obili t.,- served 

123G. Spi lman• Zum Gedoechtnlas des seligen ostor s ~. L. 
!l ,1ot beus Stlemke. · · · 

• irkmsnn. G. I .v •• Oct •• 1038. n.d. o n t h clipping • 



him well end lote~ be becAme the first pi-eetdent · ot the 

ncn,ly orgonized Southern istr1 . t. koep1n~ this ~ffice a 

long s he remolned 1n the South.~5 Itll1an lent:'ned t o like 

the r.ta n too and s poke of him wl th high regard even t hough he 

neve:r liked the c ongrog&~1on. To acc.mnmodote tbe e con­

flicting feelings Itillan later suggestetl t o· Dttei1ge tt tho he 

tronoter St1emke to soma othei- tJQl'1sh · ond simply m !nts in 

· Hol y roos as a branch achoo1. 126 Obviously Kill n s till had 

the Dl d World 1deoo of episc opal church gove~nment . 

Tbou ~h Synod hod recognized Holy vroaa, ~ .• Pc l'o did 

not, l e at of' all Klllon. \7hen members of'. St . ~nul1 s livlng 

11'1 t he Robbs Creek te:ttr1to1'y '71:Jhed to join Holy ,. 1."oss, they 

c oul not get the1P trnnofero. ostor T11'nenste i u on h is 

of icl 1 vlolt to the con regnt i ona tried to sett le this 

m· t t.e:r. but evidently he mode no pror,l'ess.127 

An early cr1e1s for the young church c me when tbe Rev. 

l l."• .• D. Greif ,•roe celled owoy fttom st . Peter·1 s co11 re-gat1on 

1n Settb 1n. ··t . Peter•a Tms predominantly OGl.'men hilc Holy 

Croes bed a large group or ~endn w o coul d not und rstnnd 

1rmenote1n and others felt tbot the i nter es t s ·ot 

125Ein l'!.ef des elten p,._ at. G. B11---lcmen11 m, einen _·r e nd 
Oct. !:!a. 1~24. /.ustln arctjlvea. 

126 1.,11 £ t or le t ter• by 1Cil1on t o Bnenne1• • J. 1•cb 27 • 187 • 
· Ser ~n 01•ehlvea. 

127 C~l'ooa ... 1nutes, ;.toy 2. 1875. 

• • • 
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aJl coul d be beat aerved if St. ?eter'a called 3 tiemke• who 

was Ge1'men. Proft, a \'lend• T:ho ho<l just resigne d from the 

Fedor chuvch could then be celled to Holy Cl"oes . s~. ?eter•a 

f ollov,ed the euggest1on end called Stiemke. rJhen !Joly Cross 

hen~d of tbia they weiwe quite snE;ry, and unAnirnol1sly resolved 

to keep Stiemke in spite of the advice of 'r1l'?llenstein. .,hlle 

they loved Stiemlc:e, th1e ,:roe not the only l"enson. ?roft was 

sickly end they~elt thst be could not handle· otb the school 

ond the chu~ch.128 · Stiemke hesitated to make a deci sion ond 

in or e d the congl'egotion that he i·rnuld seelc the dv ice of 

n, ... Wa l t her, President of the S-ynod. In the mearm 1_1e he 
129 e... p 11 1 t t ed to be the vacancy pe e tol" of' St . Pe ter•::: . 

ThPee weeks later Walther's letter we~ vee o t e 

on regntion urging them releaee of tbe1r pastor. '!be 

congregat i on. hov,ever • woul.d not accec?e t o tbi bu t f ins lly 

Stiemlte s ubmitted to h1a people and promisecl to l"eturn t he 

ca11. 130 St. Peter•s was not satisfied for they bad st111 
. 

:!nother plon. They proposed thn t the two congregetions unlte 

to _orm one parish with the pastor living in ertin. Th is 

of course., dld not ou1t ... he !!ol:r Cross people any bettel" and 

they slted tbo t the mntt er be dropped entl l'e ly. 131 

. ,. 
'":4· 

128 
• U pE'B • P• . 11. 

129 cross TUnutee. Jon. 1. 1876. 

lSOcross M!.nutes, Jan. ;J.9. 1876. 

131 c r oa s • .U.nutes., Feb • 2., 1876. 
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... 
The populari t y and success of ·s ttemke 1s lso qui t e 

evident J;'l'om .the foot t hat . the numbeZ' of members in t h1a 

vicinity who belonged to t. Paul's and wante~ t o join Hol7 

C~oas. _became alar m1~g~y great. K111on urote t o _1s son 

that about one aeventb of h1s congregat i on wanted t o l eave 

b im. 13~ I t was _ ot this time that K111nn a gain pl'oteeted t o 

Due ngel' on ~he entire ,Bl'rsn~,ement. He argue d tha t et . aul's 

had voted tb1s territory a school• but never a se pa rate con-. . 
gr e gation. Nov ~ynpd hnd even contlmed the ec t or ~hese 
11 se pa~a ·t1a t sn by placing them . on .a n equal f O!lt 1ng . 133 Evi-. 
dentl y K111nn d1d, not ge t ~u9h • nt1sfacti !ln for conditi ons .. -
r emai ned os they were. ~ e nm t te r W!J S f 1ns lly s e t t led :;hen . , . . 
the nev . J. F. ,Koester1ng cem.e fiwpm M1s ... our 1 1n 1878 . As a 

re s u l t st. Poul's fully rocogn1zed Holy Cross and the question 
134 

of t :ransfel's we~ more o~ less se.ttled. 'l'be nex t year Holy 

Cross off 1o1ell¥ jo~ned the I51B?_ou!'1 Synod. 

S t 1emke had.:lnterests beyond bis 1,mned1ste p· I'ioh. 

Though Winchester wss close~ h~ was 1ntel'es te d 1n the eff ol'ta 

be i ng. mode there to start. a ~on~regat1on for a num eiw or 

Germans. -Simon .Suess._ o t heological candida t e• bad been - . . . . 
· sent 1nto t he ne i ghborhood to e:xplol"e the poss1b111t .. _es f or 

132nl'af t of letter by; K~ltsn ·t o b is son. He rmann . eb . 2a. 
1876. Serb1n· aroli1ves • • 

13Sn~nft of lette; by K111on. · arch 2?, 1876 . Se ~b i n erch1vea. 
134--M1nutes of St. Paul's• Serb1n• Jan. 13• 1878. 



4 o 

n church., but thus to1• nothing def1n1te bed talcen place. 

Holy Cros3 was anxious to hove things progress ond pro~lsed 

t~ help Suess to. bu1la a house whenever tbe people at 

\"!inchester thought it ripe_ to begin 110rk there. In t i me 

t bis project failed ond Suess left to take a cborge ot 

, .. tiomke sel'v.ed Holy Cl'oss same five years 'C'be n be 

suddenly ot two calls, one from Hew Orleans snd one frorn 

Houston. 'l'he motter or the Ne\1 Orleans call w"O s ea31ly 

s£ ttled• but when 1t qeme to the Houston cell there was a 

more serious problem. In Houston the congregst on bed bad 

diff i culty w1th Rev. Csspar Brau'rl• who hod severed c~nnect­

l ona 11 t h Synod end hod gotten hold of the church and the 

property, leev1ng the conservatlve _Lutheran group wt t ~out a 

pas tor ond a p_lece to wo1'eb1p. In spite or the evident need 

of getting a paator. Holy Cross was not convinced that Hous­

ton w . s the more important charge. because they oo\T tbe hal'III 

that might come to their oun school and churoh. The c: 11 

was therefore returned but when 1t was s ent the second time 

Stiemke pe rsuoded the c~ns regat1on to ollor, him t o l enve fm-
135 

Houston. 

186 · Cross Minutes, Jon. 1. 1880. 
the pre•sent Tr1n1ty Lutheran 
gotlon of the U1ssourl Synod 

V 

'!be Houston congregn tion 1s 
Church; the largest congre-
1n Tens. 
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~10u h 1-loly Cr . sa bad loo t ! t s pnotor. they nere 

\U!dountc an immediately l'es olved t o coll o new· men. Geyer 

of St . J:>ete l' 1 a wcs asl::ed t o serve du1,:1.n3 the vs cone7. 
lS 

Yet a year passed before o cin1ster w s pr~~u~ed and the 

school a 1i'fcred conaidero' ly• 1n. fuct. \7l1B c losed ent 1i-ely. 

A tcu1 many :months of '\"10 1 ting . tbe Rev • .ill'. Gottfr!ed Buch• 

sch chcu1 \7 s ca lled fl'o. Alg iers, Loulalana. ond installed 

Sexa~e~imn Sunday. 1881, by Ge-yo~.1 ~7 

a uchachacher ,,os a "•Jos t colorful cbsrnctGl"' ,11 ·h an 

_nte.i. es tin life story.lSS He was bol"n 1n E1"' 131.1yl, :.e1"n 

Onnton, ~ 1i tze1 .. land.- and :11'te1:" a l1berol educat1011 lei' t 

Eu~ opc to c omo to A?ne11 :tca. "h1le 111 this count rry he became 

4.11ta1•ooted 1n the· i:etbod1st m1nlst-ry and wos ordained in 

18 '7 OJ:' 18'16. Re oerved 1n the f.!e tbodlot church at Yorke 

to.··, and Fredericksburg. 'i'exas. ."Jb l le 1n Te xan, his t ten­

t!on \-,no called to the : .102ourl Synod. Consequently he bad 

a l o co1•reqpondence , 1 th r iw. \'sltb<u• ond assic1uoualy ret1d 

He becomo conv,!nced .ot the tes::h!n s of t he 

Lutl 1,an Chuztch and f1nnlly t<;>ok o colloquy f'Cl' t!le min• 

iot~y st Neu OrleanG in 1879.139 is f1rEt cha~ge in 

1"'6 Croan ! i nutes, Jon._ ·G, 1880. • 
157:r>ar Luthel'aner• ~-XVI! ( l\pl"ll 1• 1 81). 
138 uobscbocber \1ns bo1•n 1:ir.y e. 1852. 1101' ·110 i11ters .. ting· 

b10
0
raphy see a.n.v •• Nov. 11. 1927, La Gronge J ournal, 

Mov., 1~27, or Uouston Post. 1925. 
1 39 :vnod1.cnl Report, \' estel"n D1otr1ct, 1079. 



48 

the Lutbe1•an Church was at ,'l.. lglera. Louls1ana. and from there 

he came to Holy Cross. -
. 

The scout reports ·avo1lable show that Holy Croes bad 

been ·grD1'11ng steadily. At the end ·of the rtzrat yes r St1emke 

reported tventy-aeven pupi'ls in the school. ·1nclud1ng tive 

who ,1ere· not ·membera.14~••. The ·next year [1875] 'be repo;ted 

thi r t y-five pupila.1~1 ond this figure sooD grew _to forty 

pup!ls.142 The first report the Rev. Buchacbacber sent ln 

ot t he end of 1881 sbDY1ed that the achoo~ had aooD l'egalned 

its s tanding with sixty-three pupS.la. Thel'e were at this time 

320 s ouls. fifty-tour of which were votlrig. membera.148 

Vi th 'the work' thus begun by Stlemke' ·and DD\T success-
. 

fully carried on by Bucbscbocber. · the church bu1ld1ng of 

1873 \7a s soon too small. In Apr11• :•1ea1~ the question of a 

new church a s dlacuaaed. J.fll. T. Hebr!g; a memb~r. offered 

ten acres for a new cburcb ·site. which otter was readily 

accepted. r.l th such a good example, $ 715.00 was i mmediately 

subscrlbea. Elaborate plane we~e drawn up celling for a 

church 70 x 34 x 20 feet with a t011er of 70 x 75 teet.144 

l 40s:vnod1ce1 Report1~Western district• 18'75. 
141s ,mod1cal Report_/ we.ater~. ·dtatr!ct~ 1876.· 
142synod1cal Report, wfaatern diat~ict• 1879. 
143s ynod1col Report,· Ylestern district. 1882. 

144: cr ·oss t S.nutes. A,prll 3• ·1881. 



49. 

then tbe actual coat fol' ·such a bulldlng was figured out. lt 

·pPoved too expensive and a smaller bulldlng was planned. The 

new pla n celled tor a bull.ding 60 x m x 20 teet.146 It waa 

a \7 ·.se move that the sight ·waa ,chonsed, for the congz-egatlon 

was now two and a halt mllea farther from Serbln and served 

t he general interest much better. Hol7 Cross ls nmr located 

e t th1s site. call~d Warda. The old .church was tol'n clown 

a nd t he lumber was salvaged tor the nn church.146 Pratt 

wh o had been helpful in dealgn.lng St. ,Paul• a church, also 

made a model for the pulpit ln the new church,147 and car­

ve d s ome ot the intl'lcete- designa. 'lbe new chuz-ch wasded1-

coted to the service •or the Trlune · God on the Sunday aft er 

EesteF~ 1082• mldst great test1v1tiea.148 

Besldea teachlng 'four day-s a week and belng In the 

middle _of a bul1d1ng prognm. Buchachacher•s interest f or 
. 

organizing v1ork in new f ields could not be stemmed. As • . 

esrly as t he s ummer ot l 881 he received pel'IIJ1ss1on to preach 

every two weeks ·i~ Glddlnga.149 In time be he~ped organize 

145croes Minutes. Uay 24• 1881. · 
146B1~kmann, G.D.v •• July 12. 1934. Elaewbore Dr. Dlrkmann 

wr nte that the old church was moved to t he present site 
end used tor a school (G. D.~ •• March 4, 1937) hO\'lever the 
minutes show that the school was entirely rebuilt aa well 
ss - the church,.. though at a slightly later date. 

147 cross lllnutea, Sept. 17 i 1881. ·, 
148Der Lutheraner• XXXVIII Otey 1• 1882). 

149cross Minutes. Jul7 24 , 1881. 

.. . 


