
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Master of Sacred Theology Thesis Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

5-1-1957 

The Essential Elements of the Sinaitic Covenant The Essential Elements of the Sinaitic Covenant 

Holland Jones 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/stm 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Jones, Holland, "The Essential Elements of the Sinaitic Covenant" (1957). Master of Sacred Theology 
Thesis. 144. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/144 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Master of Sacred Theology Thesis by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 



21 

Egypt.03 Then God states the one basic l.nw of the Covenant, "You ohall 

have no other gods besides me. n4 And this is the way you shall practice 

this law. 

Exodus 20:4-17 s 

You shall not make yourself a graven ,..mage, or any likeness of 
aeythi.ng that ts i.n heaven above, or that is 1.n the earth beneath, 
or that ts in the water under the earth; you shallmt bo,1 do"''"Tl 
to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the :i.niqui ty of the fathers upon the ehi.ldren to the 
third and the fourth generation of those ,.~ho hate me, but show­
ing stead.fast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. You shall not ·ta.lee tha name 0£ the Lord your God 
in vain; for tho Lord ~-Ji.11 not l'):)ld him guiltless ,·2ho takes his 
name in v~d.n. Rerriember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days you shall labor, and do all your work; but on the seventh 
day is a sabbuth to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your manservant, 
or your maidservant, or yoµr cattle, or the sojourner who is 
-within your gates; for i..n six dliys the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be.:.lo~g 
in the land which the Lord your Ood gives you. You shall not 
ld.11. You. shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall 
not .eovat your neighbor!-s houseJ you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his 
ox, or his ass, or anything that is your neighbor's. 

At this· point· God was interrupted, 

Now when all the people peree1.ved· the thunderings and lightnings 
and the sound of the trumpet and· the mountain smoking, the people · 
were afraid and trembled; and they stood afar off, and said to 
Moses, "You speak tor:.'us, and we wi.11 hear; but let not God_ speak 
.to us, lest we ·die.";, 

according· to the acccunt in Deuteronomy God was pleased with this 

reaction, and agreed that He would hereaf.'ter reveal His Law to Israel 

-\:xodus 20:2. 

4Exodua 20a3. 

~odus 20118-19. 
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throu.,yi i1oses. 6 So, i"ro111 here on 1'·1.osP.s 111?.dia:i:.ed ·the Lat·, to thzl 

people. 

:tns·l;Gno<,m a law is recorded ;.n connec·ii-i on ,-r'i.tn the h-tstori..cal event. 

uhich oausec! God to revo~ } · "t,. !n ou1~ pines en t a t'lon o! the 1a1:.1D i·1a 

s hell try t.o or,dt the repetitions and M.s toric<1l m::d:,erici.lo Also it 

~-Odus 20 ... 2.3 gives the i.;enaltt(m thcit Uod i1,11.;csed on those ~mo 

bt"oke t he Got ~nch11entso The death panaH1y i.s imposed for murc.ler; 7 

S'(.:!'U~i.n~~ 0 1' curs'i.ng pa;:cnts;8 k:i..dnapping;9 soroezr,1;10 i.dolci:c,ry.11 

The 11eyc fot• c:ye1
i 1~enalty Oi." some pona1'1iy m. u:i valent to it -ts to he 

~.npoa~d £or r~rsonal ; njur-J •12 '1'he pe~al ty for thei't was repayi.ng 

r' t!.icc, oom0•i;·u:1es more, the amount 3tolen. ~ Paymont iu kind uas 

roqu·'l rncl for any l os~ t·Jhi.ch onia caus ed h~ s netghbor. lh 

Included i.n th-ts s ection on penalt-l.Gis ls the co;mnand to drive 

out, ,-:.11 the i.nh~oi:lia.nts of ·i:,ru~ land ot' Cnnaan, t,o make no Covenant 

6naut~ronomy 5:22-31. 

7& odus 21:12. 
n 
Ofurodus 21:15-17. 

9.n:."{odus 21:16. 

l011xodus 22 : 19. 

121:~ocius 22 s 18-27. 

llF.xodus 22zl,J-u. 

l.4nxodus 21133-35; 2215-15. 
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't-Ji.th then1 01:.> their aods . and tb.e purp::ine for tni.s is st&ted; 11!.-0st 

they ma!i:e you s ~ n agai.nst me; f or ii' you s crs1e 'i::,ti.a'.i.r gods, i t Hill 

s ure l;i/ be a snare ·"o you. ii 15 

In F...xoduo 25-.31, Oocl gave the r•ulc:.:s for tb.e constructi.on oi' t,ho 

'fabern.acle ~mi i.ts f Ul:'111.shings. It t.·:OO ·l,n be a sanctu.;;,cy where God 

conld dm:.!ll -i.11 the mi.dsi of I s:raol and 'lt \·,as to be c0nstruc 1~ed 

a(;eord-'i n.g t,o 'i:.he }Jat t 0 rn that God s h01-md noses .16 The sect ~.Ci'l con­

cludeo lJ '.t'l a eom.11anci t o lmep the Sabbath, irith the penolty of death 

.,.u1z;osed 01· t.hos:e who 1.rafane it.17 

T .. ,aviti.eu.s 11-14 deals t-J; th the laws o.f cflrer.1otiial uncle,.inness. 

c~:d,a i.11 ).ood:l l·Jere uncl ean . hJomen who hc:,d borne children 1era unclcsn. 

L~:f.·e I'o 1.m.1'e unclean . People i·iho hud ;; <l~.scr.a rge from the boelv :-iere 

unclean. The per'l.od of u.ncl0anness tn oach case is otated along w-tth 

the -rules f'or j-,urifi.c· ti.on. The fJUl"pose for these re~'Ula ti.ona fr 

s tu ied i. n c w.nter 15: 31. "'!'nus you shall keep the people of Ir;rael 

aep;..rate t°i.'OJ'l ·their uncle"nness, l est they a..;.e in their uncleanness 

by de.f.'.,.Lli.ng my taber I".acle that i s i.n ·c;b.f:li." 1'llidst.. '1-

T.eviticus 17-27, exclud1ng chapter 26, c&n best be divided into 

t hree mictions. 

J..eviti.eu.s 17-20 dGals pr ~marily witn Com~nd.-n.enta 1Jhose t.rans­

gressi ons de1riand the pBnal tu of deo.th ct" exru.ls·; on i'rom t he col.'llnunity. 

l5Exodus 23131-33. 

l6i,1"'todus 2S: 8-9. 

17Exodus 31:12-17~ 
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ifu.rlotr,v:, 18 giv:i.ng one's sn~d to ?'1olech.ll 19 and lying w-1. th a bsest,20 

are st n~ mentfoned here f o r the r.;rs·~. t1ms that demand the death 

l.J-~nalty of expu.10 ·.on f r o111 the H.oly ConiJaunity. 

The pUl"pc:s e .for i.n.flict:l n6 theGc .enal '.,;i.e s is gi.vi:an -i.n L,wit:lcua 

Do ,'lo'l. deft l e srour~e l ves blJ any 0£ these t h~.ngs , for by ell th9so 
·the n~ti.ons I am cast·i ng out., bef'crc y~u defiled themselves; and 
vnc land became defiled, ao th;i·c. I pu.'1.ished :its i.ni qui.ty, and t he 
l,:md vonited out its ·lnhabi.tents. But, you slU:11 kee_!.; ~ statutes 
a nd m;~r 01-dim,,nces and do none oJ.' '.,hese abc111inat,-.tons9 eit,her t he 
11a·~ · ve or t he strc.1n r~e:1:· 1r1ho s ojriu,.rns mnong you (for a,11 of these 
a'oor11 nat,'lons the men of the land did, i-1ho i.-mre befor e you, so t r~t 
·tho l a nd bcca,r.s d.r~r-tled); lest the l.!nd vornit you out, whe n you 
dn::·U.e -tt., a s :lt vomi:ted out the na Mon t hat, was befozre you . For 
t-Jhoever shall do any of t hese abor,rir.a·t.ionn 11 the p .rsons t,h.Eit clo 
t hem shc1lJ. be cut off from among tbe ir peoplG. So keep 111".f charge 
neve1' t,o ! ·X-< ct1 oe any of these ahom~ nable cuatoms which were 
pr•act ices before y ou., and never to defil e you.rnelves Ci'J' them: I 
an t he Lord y m1r G0d . 

An e:m-11:iplc of such /:I fenaJ.ty is given • n ~vlticus 24:10-23. 

AJ.:::o i.ncluded "'1.n t hi.s s ecti.on arr-1 s evGrc.11 pos1.ti.ve COr.'Jl'l:ln.rls deali.l!'lg 

19LcvU,icus 20i2. 

20i..evtticws 18:23. 

211evi ticus 17. 

221.eviticus 19:S-8. 

2.li.evlticus 20:17-19. 



25 

t o l ea.vi:: pa.i:1; of U1e hHt"'VefJt for tn:a J)Ooi•;24 pay their hi.red 1~f!n r;Vf) i.';,r­

da.y;25 trea t s ojourners in a kindl y way; 26 love t heir netghbol"i; a.a 

t hemselves . 27 

t hey ·i.nd'.tca ·i;a -~hat. the pries ts must be~ par' ticulurly careful t-:> ma:..nt~in 

God ; s s t.andu?ds o.r holiness . 'l'he reason f or raai nt ai ni ng the se s ti"i.ct 

r ul es is s t ,ttad :i.n 22:9.o 11 Les·i:, they baar si.n f or it, and di.e ·Q1ore'b:9" 

I,e"tri M.cms 23-27 :i e>~clucl;_ng 26, tres ts the l aws c .. nr.e1"'n~ n,,, the 

Se.bba·:.11;28 ·i.ihs eppo'i.n.ted f. C'asto , 29 ·the oil for the l omr~ ;30 t,ha sheu .. 

brr~ad;Jl 'i;hl;:) s .,.boo.M.cal yea1";:;2 and the J ·t1bilee yt•ar;3.3 s :pec-lal vo:1s ; 3h 

va?'i..owJ off !?:r·.ngs i nclud~.ne t he t-i the) 5 To~ether ,ii.th t he rules f or 

t he sacrlf'loial sys ·i:.sm, 1·Jhich we s nall study i n another com1Gc'i:.i.~n, 'i:,hese 

- -----------
2L~Levi.t i.cus 19:9 ... 10. 

271.avH,ioua 19:18. 

2Uz.evit.ieus 23:J. 

29t~viticua 23:4-44. 

30r.isvi.tious 24:1->~. 

3lteviticus 24:5-9. 

32Leviticus 25:1-7. 

3.Jteviticus 2518-55 • 

.34Ll-?v1. M.cus 27:1-8. 

J$1eviticu.s 2219-33. 
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T'no sections mentioned -1..n Numbers contain 'i.nstructi ons concern~.ng 

various vo,~s, orferi.ngs and r1.tuals. The ritual of the jealousy 

trie.1; 36 the ordinance of the t!a.zarl -oo vow;37 the r1tucil £or bless"tng 

Isrc1e1;3B rules concern{.ng the c ereal and dr-i nk offering;39 the rules 

gove1:-ni.nr_;: Ll w i ncome of pr1.es ·i;s and Levi tes ;40 the ritual for t he 

pr.,-1parat."1ou ~ holy l-Jater,41 the sacr-i_f i.ces requ" r ed each day and 

on speci a l occasi ons - Sabbath and appoi.nted f easts ;h2 the sancM. t.y 

of vows /tl ·.re ::ioun duties of the Levites ;44 rules governi.ng the mar­

riage of Homen ,·iho have an 1.nhel"itance.4S 

I n fa1mber~ 15 ..,,ie fi.nd one of the claar est s tatement s concerni.ng 

~-Jh"l ch of i'enses s re to be puni shed by expulsion from the Holy Communi ty. 

"The per son who doP.s anytl1i ng with a h:1.gh hand •••• revi. l es t he Lord, 

and t hat pc:-r son ~hall be cut off f r om &mone ht a .1,.,ecple. Because he 

has cleepised t he word of the Lord, and has broken 111 s eommandr.1ent, 

that pnrson shall be utterly out ott. 1146 Follow·t ng th.~s statement 

3~ uMb9rs S. 

37Ntunbars 6:1-21. 

38Numbsrs 6:22-27, 

.39J~umbers 1S: 1-21. 

4Duumoers 18. 

4luumbers 19. 

42Numbers 28-29. 

4li.Jumbers )O. 

44Humbers JS. 
45uumbers )6. 

~umbers lS:J0-31. 
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l'Je have the account, of Iarue l i.nfl ictirlg ·l;he penalty of death on a 

Sabbath• br~uk~r.47 

I n t hi.a Law, God gave t he Chi.ld1.--en 0£ Israel rather deta:lled 

i.ns truo 'i:,ionn c once rni ng ho1.-1 t hey ough:<. 'l:,o li.vc. These inc l uded pos~ ~-,.ve 

pr;_nc tpl ~s and px-oh-,.M.t ·: oni., . The pi"oMbH:,·l om,; were cor;iplernent ed ·wt t h 

ce r ta·i n 1.-enaU;'l.0s tl·wt w>r e to be ~.rnposed or1 those vfrio dis r e garded. them. 

'Ih ~s e p,;n.ul t 'les ·were t o be ·i mposed by t he communi t~· ~ n order t o keep 

it.self hol.y. Ir t ie l and becHmfl fill ed wl th wi.ckc:dness , God t hr e~, teoed 

to d:r"lve t,he IfJl"lleli.tea out 11.ke He ,~ould dr .;_ve ou t the Cana.:;r.:i.t.G3 be-

fore them. 

So t he purpose of' the Law, incl uding i ta penalttes, \·1as to koep 

t he nati.on of I s rue l holy. 

The r av<:lllllM.on oJ:' t he La,~ culrai.net es 'in Leviticus 26, wh'!.ch 

pi.'"omiaes great bleas·,_ngs for keeptng the 1aw48 and threutens severe 

pun1s hr-.ent for br eaking the Law.49 

As Isr,tGl r e tai.ned i.ts hoUness by using t he legal enactr-ients given 

by God it would recei. ~e t h.e proud.sed blesa'ings. If Ier~el f a1.led to 

ma1.ntai.n 1.ts hoHnes H by r efus1 ng to follm·: God's instruoti.on it would 

rccei.ve the threatened pun1.ehment. 

By i'ollow'lng God1 s Law, Isr .. el vJould not only obey God, but .-,ould 

als o aasure themselves of His continued blessi.n8S• They \--Jould enjoy 

a good lite t n a good ·land protected by their God. 

47Numbel"6 32~J6. 

4HtevHi.oue 26:3-1.3. 

49teviticus 26il4-4S. 
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'!'he Lsw, c.1s i .t 'ts pre::iented, 'ts :;,ri.mari..ly t~tended to be v gui.de 

by means of' ~hi.ch tht:3 ifoly Conununity of God c&n lead a holy H 1'c . But 

one overlooks some ·i.mf'Ortunt events i..n ths g1 vi ng of th~ Law and some 

i.rnportarrt er:iph.as es of the La'1'1 itself if ho assn.mas thut th1.s i s · its 

'I'he Law 1.s c::lso the means by ~hich ~ revealed ~ essential 

hol ~.nass ~ Israel and dem.andAd from ·~hem a 1hol i.ness they could never 

roa.i.n-t .::1.i.n. The givi.ng of the Law ~as preceded by .. glori.oua ap1..earnnce 

of God as He descended on Mt. Sinai. 

Exodus 19:16-25: 

On t he r,1orni..ng or the third dc::y th~r P- were thund€l.1 c and B Jh-t;n{uzs, 
and o thi.ck cloud upon the mountatn, and· a w ry loud trum!.et 
bl m-;;t, so that ~11 the people who -wera i.n th<-· camp trembled . Th0n 
Aoses bi~oueht the people out of. t he camp to meet God; and t hey 
took thP.ir stnnd at the i'oot of' the iltOUntaln. 1 nd Hount Si..nat 
m1s wrad,'0d tn smoke, bectluse the Lord desccm d,··d upon :i.t 5.n f 5.t'CJ 
a nd the sooke of i .t went up l"ite the smoke of a ki..ln, and the 
,.Jhole mo11nta:ln quaked gr eatly. ii.nrl as · the s ound of the tru."llpet 
gre,-, louder c1 nd louder, I•fos es spoke , and God answered htm in 
thunder. And the Lord c.::me down upon Hount Stnai, to the top of 
the mounta5n, and l·1oses ~Jent up. J.nd the Lord said to Hoses, 
11 Go dmm tind ~mrn th9 people, l est they break through to the 
Lord to caze and mar.y of them pariah. And olso l.et the priests 
-wbo come nC"ur to the Lord consecrate themselves , °lest the Lord 
break out upon them." And Hoses sa.id to the Lord, "fhe people 
cannot co111e up to Mount Sinai; for ttiou tcyselt didst ch.c.rge us, 
sayi n15, 1 Set bounds about the mountain, ond com1ecrate :t t.' 11 

And the Lord said ,to him, "Go down and come up bri.ngi.ng J\aron -wi.tn 
youJ but do not let the pri.este and the people break through to 
come up to the Lorg,' lest bo break outt'agai.nBt them." So Moses 
went down to the people ~nd told them.~O 

Tha g1.v~.ng or the Law was ~.nterrupted by the people, when they 

became~rai.d, went away froni God, stood afar off, and sai d to Hoses, 
!7vii.xodua 19:16-2$ 
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"You speak t.,) w;;~ and i JC Hill he~:<'; but let, not God speak to us, lest 

we di.e. 1151 

In Noses 1 disc,..lssion of this event in h:!.s interpretati.on of t 11e 

I.-a'l.10 he descri.bes i..t thus: 

Deutet•onorny 5:22-27; 

1'.h.ese t.Jords t he Lord spoke co ~11 your assembly at the r.iowitain 
out of t hG r111.dst of t he fire, t lie cloud, ond the deep gloom., with 
a l oud voice; and he added no more. hnd he 'tirote ther.1 upon 
tHo tablos cf s tone, and gave them to rne. ll.nd when you heard 
the voi.ce out of the midst of tlte darlmess , i1hile the mountain 
1~as burni ng ;.dt,h f i.re , you cai1?S near to me, a ll the heac!s of your 
tribes 0 and youT elders; and you said, 'Behold, the Lord our 
God has s hown us hi.a glocy and gr eetnet,s, and we h,!ve heard hi.s 
vo:i.ce out of the m'ldst of the fire; ,-10 have thi.s day se~n God 
sp,..: ... k uith man und man sti.11 live. ow the refore H .. y s hould W"! 

dh ~? . li'o.r t hi s great fi.r e \·dll consu."'ile us ; tf tie hec-r the vo-tee 
of t he Lord. our God any more, ·wa s mall dte. For who i s t here 
of alJ. f l esh, th.at has heard the voi.ce of tne H.11ing God speaking 
out of t he midst of f i re, as we have, and has stt ll lived? Go 
near, and hea r all the t the Lord our God will say; and speak to 
us all that t he Lord our God td .11 speak to you; and t-Je w-Ul hear 
and do i t .'• 52 

1'hen He conti.nues: 

Deuteronomy 5:28-31: 

4.n4 the 1ord heard your viords, when you spoke to me; and the 
Loru said t o me, ·11 I have heard the words of this people, wh.i.ob 
they have spoken to you; they have _rightly said all that,. the;r . 
b.nve s poken. Oh that they had such a m:l.nd as tni.s always, to 
fear me and to keep all my com:nand.ments, that it mi.gnt go well . 
\>rT.th tilem and with the,r chi.ldren i'orever1 Go and say to then, 
'lie.t~n· to your tents.,: But you, stand here by me, and I will 
tall you all the commandments and th.e statutes and the ordinances 
which you shall teach thom, tiK\t they may do them in the land 
wM.ch I give them to 11ossess.1•53 

Here he po1.nts out that Ood was pleased w;_th Isra@~.•s r-e .. •ct1.on. 

God des1.red that Israel maintain their reverential att1. turle forever. 

S2 · Deuteronomy St22-27. 

S3neuteronomy 5:28-31. 
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And. God agt'eed to their plan. Goe! obviously was pleased because He 

had dccomplished ·His purpose. He had set out ro reveal His holinvs s 

to Isz-ael .and Hf-! had succeeded. They unders tood ·i:,hat t hey were not i'it 

to st and in t,he presence of the hoJ~y God. They had learned God's first 

lesson conce~"lling the transccnd~noa o! God. 

Tll1s l es son t·Jas conti.nued :1. 1 t ne construction of the taoornacle . 

It ts t,:;;--ue t,hat, t,he t abernacle~ i.Jaz bu.:i.lt ::;;o that, God could dwell i..n 

·the mi.ds t of. Israel. But even when He dw,elt in their, midst, He .-,a s 

se!)arated fror.1 t.ha congr egation by the Hholy place" and from t he pries ts 

· by t h<'} veil t het pa:rtitioned off t h.0 11 llol:y of holies. 11 

'l'b·J l es s on conttnues wH,h the !'ecm.">.'-i..ng phrase -'in Levitfo;Js11 "I 

t.hf.l Lor.:!. your God P-m holy. u 5li. 

· It concludes with the :.."ec:urrlng phra He "Be holy. 1;55 This phrase 

po:i.nto ov.t t he hol:lnes& God demanded oi' h"i.s peopl e . Ti:'ds hoJ.1.nes:1 'ls 

to be intens :Lf:i.od in the pries ts • 56 

Th.us 11 ·<;.arougb. t110 revelation 0£ tha La~v11 God revealeu. His holiness 

to lsrael. He t aught t hem th.at even ~ life lived in .accordance ,-1i.th 

the Laii , il1ich avoided its pen"'lties of.' deoth and exclusion and res ulted 

in blessing still fell far short of that holiness which His m~n Holy 

nat \1.ro demanded. 

By this revelation God ahowed Israel that, '\.n the final analysis, 

their oxistence depended entirely on His mercy. Only by means of the 

54taviticus ll:4h-45, et al. --
SS1.eviticus ll:b4-u5, !! !l• 
56teviticu.s 21-22. 
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forgiveness of s i ns~ wti:tch v1ould ever ba Hia uni4ue Bift to them, could 

they hopa to rr~9.:1.nte.in a holiness that corresponded to His essential 

hol1nasa. 



Ci!li.P'l'ER IV 

THE RATil'IOATIO'll OF ??HF. COVRNANT 

The ;ra·t·U.":toati.on of ;i;he Co,nmant i s J."ef'e r:cad to · n the procl:1ma'l:,ionc 

of '\il'le Covenan·I; ub:i.ch I have chosen 'i.n t hr:: f'ollo.-rtng \·mys . 

Josht\c. 23:lu.-16: 

i1nd no~ I 8m a bout t,o go the way of all the earth11 and you know 
in y ou1~ hear-lis and souls, all of. you, that no·i; one t.hi.ng has 
failed or all the good things which the Lord your God promised 
concern:1.n~ you; all have come ·i:,o pass for you, not one of ther11 
ha-s i"all ed. · But just e.s all tne good thi.n6s which ·the Lord :itoui~ 
God prom.'lsed concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the 
Lord i·ii ll bl"ing upon you all the evi.l things, until he have 
dss'i:,1•oyed you f rom off this good land \-frdch the Lord your God 
has given y~u, if you tr~nsgress the Covenant of t he Lord yo~ 
Ood:i wh.:lch he commanded you, and go and serve otner gods n.nd 
how down to ·them. Th~m the anger of the Lord wi.11 be kindled 
aga,nst you$ and you shall peri.sh qu:tck.ly from of f the good 
l and ui1-lch he h::.s given to you. 

Joshua 24:lh-2.5a 

, ow t herefore f ear t,he Lord, and serve bi. in sinceri ty and in 
faithi'ulneas; put away the gods whi.ch your fathers serv,~d beyond 
·t.he River, and -t.n Egyp·ii, a nd s erve the Lord. And if' you be 
uuwi lling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you wi.11 serve, 
whether the gods ,~hi.ch your fathers served i.n the region beyond 
t.he River, or the gods of the Amorites ·in whose land you dwell; 
bu·~ as for me and m.y house, we wi.11 serve the Lord. · Then the 
people answered, 11Far be it from us that we .should forsake tho 
Lord, to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God tiho brought 
us and our fat.hers up from the land of ESYPt, out of the house 
or bondage, and who did those great stens in om" sight., and 
praeerved us in all the way. that we we~t, .and among all the 
peoples through tihom we ,µias~dJ and the Lord drove cut before 
us all the peoples, the iimorites who ltvad i.n t.he l~nd; therefore 
we calso will serve the Lord, ror he ia our Ood. 11 But Joshua said 
to the people; "You cannot serve the Lord; for he i.s a holy God; 
he :ts a jealous God; he '\~ill mt forgive your tr~nsgressi.ons or 
your s-tna. If you forsake the Lor:.i and serve i'orelgn gods, then 
he w1.ll turn and do you ham, and consume you, .after h&V'ing done 
you good." And the people s&id to Joshua, 11Nay; but we will 
serve the ·Lord." Then Joshua said to the people; "You are 
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t·Jitnesses aga'i.nst yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to 
serve H:1Ja. 11 And ·they said, HWe ~ra u i .tnesses. 11 He sai.d., 
11'.rhGn put ai,iay the fore1.gn eods ·whtch are amo?lg you, and incline 
yom• heart to the Lord, the God or Israel. 11 And r.he ~ople 
s.uid to Joshua., 11'i'he LOl•d our God ,-Je li:lll serve, ~nd hts voi ce 
i1e -will obey." So Joshua made a Coven..1nt with the people that 
day., and made statutes and ord:tnances for them at Shechem. 

You s hall say ·to ·M1em, Thus says tbs Lord, the God of Israeli 
Cu1~sed be the man who does not heed the t-1ords of thi.s Covenant 
~-1hic!1 1. conunended you:r f athE:.i.'t, 't.Jhen ! brouf!11 t them out ot the 
land ·of Egypt, from ths iron furnace., saying, Listen to my 
votce, and do all that I command. you.. So shall you be my 
people, und I wUl oo your God. 

Pol• I solemnly :1a rned your i'athero when I brought them up cut, of 
t he l and of Egypt, l'Jarni ng them persistently Ji even to thi s day, 
say·i ng., Obey r.cy voice. Yet they did not obey or incline thei.r 
ear, bu'l:, every one ualked -1.n the stubbornness or his evtl heai'"t. 
'fhEn"af.or(~ I brought upon them all the ·words of thts Covt.mant, 
t-Jh'l ch. I corn.ma.nded them ·~o do, but ~hey dtd. not. 

Psalrn 10!,:8-10: 

He is mindful of h1.s Covena.T1t forever., of the word that he 
cow:1::mded., for a tho11sand genera:l;i.on., the Covenant. which he 
made l'ti:r.h I. bra.ham, his s-\\lorn prom~ s e to Isaac, which he confi.rmed 
to Jacob as & statute, to lara<";l c.s an everlasti.ng Covenant. 

Nehemiah 9:J.6-20: 

But t hey and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their 
neck and did not obey thy co1a.1Sndmsnts; they refused to obey, and 
were not mindful of the wonders ~hich thou didst perform &mong 
thm,1; but they sti.trened thei.r neck and appointed a leader to 
return to their bondage 1.n Egypt. But tbou art a God ready to 
:rorglve, graci.ous and mercitul, slow to anger and abounding in 
ste&di'ast love, arid d1 <i,t, not forsake them. Even when tbsy bad 
made for themselves a molten oalf' and said, '1This i.s your Ood 
who brought you up out 0£ Egy~1 ; and had commi.tted great 
blasphorrdes, thou in thy great mercies didst not forsake them 
in the wilderness; the pillar of cloud whtch led them in the 
way di.d not depart from them by dsy, nor the pi.llar or rot.re by 
n-i.ght which lighted tor th.em the \iay by'· whi.ch they should go. 
Thou gavest thy good Spirit to 1.nstruct thm., and didst not 
withhold thy manna from their mouth., and gavest them water tor 
their thirst. 
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Nehemiah 9:26-Jl: 

Nevertheless tbey uere dtsob!?diE:n'i:. and rebelled aga,.nst thee and 
east, t hy lou 1Y~hi nd 'l:,he iz- be.ale aucl killed thy prophets, who had 
i-12rru;d the~1 tn order to turn ·th1!3m back to tb.ee 11 a nd they cormni tted 
g:eee. ~ blaaphemfos. Thera!'ore thou didst give them b'c,o the J:i..and 
of the5.r' enemies, t·iho made them ou:f.!e~; and in the ti.me of thair 
su.fferi.ng t hey cri.Gd to 'i:.hee and t,nou di dst hear them from heaven; 
and accor ding to thy great n1erci es t.hou didst ;p.ve them saviors 
,-iho s,r>)'ad them f. ;.•om the . hand of their enemies. But after the-.r had 
rest t hey did evU ap;c,i.n befor e thee:., and thou d'i.dst abandon them 
to ·i;he hand of 'iihel r e::-,emi.~:s j so that they had dominion over 
th,nn; yffii 'tlihen they ·turned and cried to thee thou didst hear from 
iloaven.!' and many ti.mas thou didst deli. ver them a ccording to thy 
mal"'Cies. And thou <l-5.dst warn tham in order to turn them 'bclck to 
·c.hy la:t·J. Yet they acted praswnptum2aly and did not obey thy 
eommandrr.ents.9 bu.t sinned aea1nst., thy ordinances, by the observance 
of l·Jhlcb. a rnan shall l 'tve, and turned a stubborn shoulder and 
st , ff'enocl their neck and 1.-10uld not obey. ·lany years thou di.dst, 
ooar w-l.t h t.hemj and didst ::am them by the Spirit thi•ou~h thy 
prophsts; yet they t·muld not gi.vo ear. Therefore thou di.dst give 
them '.into the hand of the 1;Q::, ~1l es of' t,he lands. Neverlhaless in 
thy g?"eat mercies thou didf;l:, not make an end of them or forsa1ce 
t hem; f or thou art a gracious and merciful God. 

Nehemi ah 9:J2-J8: 

Hm·, t,her 0i'ore11 ou1" God:1 the ggeat and mighty and tei•riblo God, who 
keepG$t Covenant and stead.fast love, let not cill the hardship seem 
litt lr;) io t..hee Jlihat hes come upon us, upon our kings, oia pri.nces:­
.jur pr tes·w, our prophets., our fathors, and all they people, s5.nce 
the: time of the k1.nga of Assyrt a until this day. Yet thou hast 
been just in all 'l:,hat, baa come upon us, .for thou hast dealt f'aith­
t ,uJ.y and we have ac~.;ed 1>;5.ckedly; our l,ings, our princes, our 
pries t s, and our fathers iu.ve not kept thy law or heeded thy 
coz:ir..an4m.ents and t~ \oJaruiugs i-zhi.ch thou didst give them. Th.ey 
did not serve thee tn their ki.ngdom, and in they great ~oodness 
wh'teh t,hou gaveat theni, and in the large and rich land wh:tch thou 
didst set before them; and they did not tum from their wicked 
t:=orks. Behold, we are slaves tM.s day; in the land that thou 
gavest to our rather-a to enjoy its fruit and its good gtrts, 
behold, we are slaves. And its rl.eh yield goes to the ki.ngs whom 
thou hast set over us be:cuuse or our s-'nsJ they- have power also 
orer our bodies and oirer our cattle at thelr pleasure, and 
we are m great distress. Because of all thi.s we make a fim 
Covenant and· wr1te it, and our prinees, our Levites, and our 
p~_esta set their se~l to it. 

These reterencee to the Covenant and the revelation that God 

made concerning Hi.mselt in ratitying it indicat.e that the ratifioatlon 
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of the Covenan·t at Si.nai is a central event i.n the Old 1'estament. Also 

note the many other references to the Covenant 1n the Old Testar~ent.l 

The rr.at<=ri.qial on the ratification of the Covenant, is found i.n 

~ oO.l\S 2J.i. In in·l;erprati ng this event we sill!lll also consi der Exodus 19, 

'I'he sto:t:r begins with Israel's arrival a t i:lount Si.nai. God 

'i:,allted to Hoses and 1.nf'orm.ed him that He i:Jas go1.ng to make a Covenant 

with Isx·ael. 

Exodus 19:J-6: 

And r;Ioses ·weAt up to God, and the Lord called hi.m out oi the 
mount.a-tn, say:' ng, "Thus you shall s~y to· the ·house of Jacob, 
and tell the people of Israel; You have seen wh~t I did to 
',.;he Egyptians!) and how I bore you on eagles' \Jings, and brought 
you t.o myself. '.Now therefore, if you will obey IT\'f voice and 
k~ep nzy- C',ovenant, you shall be my Olm posse~s i on among a.11 
peoples ; f or ,13..l t he earth ~.s m1.ne~ and you shall be to me a 
ki.n3dom of pr iest,s and a holy nation. These are ~he words 
wh:l.ch you shall speak 'i;o the chi.ldren ot !srcael. 11 

t·,hen Mosea announced this to the Children of' Israel, they anrn-:ered, 

11All that the Lord has spoken we will do. 113 Then God told the people 

·oo prepare to meet Him after three days. Their prepare tion included 

cleansing their bodies and clothi ng. During this time, they we1·e 

warned to stay away from the mowitatn under penalty o! death.4 

On the third day, God. ccl!lle down on the mountain displaying 

His glory to Israel. Once again He warned the Israelites that a?\V'• 

laooort Young, . "Covenant, 11 J\.nalytical Concordance to the Bible (21st 
American Edition. New York: Funk andWagnalls OomPfjny,n.d.J, pp. 208-
209. 

2Exodus 19a3-6. 

l&codus 119s8. 
1
'Exodus 19110-13. 


