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INTROPUCTION

Since the dawn of criticism the analyiical epproach hss dominabed
most Old Testement ressarch. The result has been that the diversity
of Uld Tectament thought has been emphasized, In recent years some
0ld Testament scholars heve rojuvenated the synthetic approach. Their
evident intent is to stress the unity of 0ld Testament thought. It is
in this wrend of Old Testament scholarship tnat we are nost intimately
interested,

In 194ly Dr, Archibzld Hunter published sn interesting study concern-
ing the unity of the New Testawent. He began with the assumption that

deilsgeschicnte is the dominant theme of the New Testament. le detere

nined that the New Testament term for Hellsgeschichte is Kerysma. Then

he exowined several exemples of the Aposiclic Xerygma to determine the
egsential elements of the New Covenant. ie found tha£ every apostolic
sermon had three parts: (1) %A claim that their wmessage was the
fulfilluwent of Old Testament prophecy.” (2) "A historical exposition
setting forta Jesus im His life, death, resurrection, and exaltation
(all conceived &s one great zct of God)." (3) YA summons to repent and
accept the forgiveness of sins in Jesus," Having determined these as
the essential elements of the New Covenant Kerygma, he continues to

show that the verious New Testament Books are expanded expressions of

this Kerygma. This Kerygus 1s the core around which the Kew Testament

Gospels and Epistles are built. It is the unifying element in the

New Teabament.l

Lirchibald M. Hunter, The Message of the New Covenant. pp. =38,




This investigation s an attempt to discover the unifying slement
in the 0ld Covenant, by applying the methodology of Dr. Hunter to the

0ld Testamenb. We began with the assumption that Heilsgeschichte is

the dominant thems of the 0ld Covenant. We were unable to discover an
014 Testament word which is used for this theme as Kerygms is in the
Hew Testament. But we assumed that there were proclamaticns of the
0ld Cevensnt which corresponded to the azpostolic Kerysma in the Uew
Covenant. We found meny such Covenant proclamations. Some were more
detailed than others, bub, in general, all of them corresponded remark-
ably to Dr. Hunter's enalysis of the New Uovenant Kerygmu. They %00
consist of three parts: (1) 4 claim that the Sinaitic Covenant with
Isyrael wes the fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham, Isaszc, and
Jacob, {2) An historical reference to the formation of the Sinaitic
Covenant., Sometimes this includes a detailed description of the
deliverance from Zgypt, the giviang of the Law, the ratification of the
Covenan®, and the conquest of Canaan., At other times it includes one
or more of these elements. This leads me to think that these events
are conceived of as one gfeat act of God by means of which He initiated
the Covenant with Israel. (3) & summons to Covenant repentance and
allegiance. Because of the similarity of expression we wers convinced
that we had found the Cld Jovenant counterpart to the New Cowvenant

We found four kerygmatic expressions that were remarkably similiap,

The first is the farewell address of Joshua.? The second is Psalm 106.

2Joshua 2h.
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Third is the sermon of Jeremizh to Israe1.3 The fourth is Ezra's
sermon Lo Israel after the Exile..h According to the Scriptural evie
denca, they &are separated from one another by long‘periods of timee
Houwevery X believe, that they are all expressions of what God's
Covenant with Israel meant to their author, Therefore they should
convain the essential elements of the Covenant between God and Israel,
They ally, with one possible exception, begin with a reference %o the
Abrahamic Covenant, continue to describe the deliverance from Egypt,
giving of the Law, ratificetion of the Covenant (Exodus 2L), and the
conguest of Canaan. They all conclude with a summons to Covenant
faith,

In the study of the New Testament Kexygma we can recognize that
the life, death, resurrection, and exsaltation are one great act of God
by which He made the New Covenant, Housver in our study of thess events
we separate them for convenience. S0 in our study of the 0ld Covenant
we can recognivze thet the deliverance, giving of the Law, ratification
of the Covenant, and conquest of Canaan are one great act of God by
whichh He made the Old Covenant. But here too we separated these events
for the purpose of clarity in investigating them. And for want of a
better term we have referred to these events as the essential elements
of the Covenant that God made with the nation of Israel.

We discussed each of the five essential elements of the Covenant

in a separate chapter. In chapter one we treated the Covenant promises

3Jeremish 11:1-8,
UNehemtah 9:6-37.




made to Israel through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacch, Here we found that
this is considered to be an essentlial element of the Covenant with
Israel because it proves that the descendsnits of Abraham are truly the
chosen people of God in this Covenantg,

In chapter two we discussed the deliverance from Bgypt. This is
considered % ba an essential element of the Covenant with Israel,
because every Israelite benefited from this deliverance, and this
fact was to lead him to faith in and allegiance to God,

In chapter three we discussed the glving of the Law, We sau that
this was an essential element in the 0ld Covenant because this uas
the pattern of the holy life for every Israelite whe was in the Cove=-
nant with God, Moreover it served to remind each covenant person of
his unholiness and need for God's deliverance,

In the fourth chzpter we treated the actual ratification of the
Covenant and the institution of the sacrificial system. This is an
essential element of the Covenant with Israsl bescause here God taught
Israsl the meaning of forgiveness and gave to every Israelite & system
whereby he could maintain Covenant forgiveness.

In the £4fth chepter we discussed the conguest of Canaan, This 15
an essential element of the Covenant, because here God taught Israsl
how He would and could use His power to fulfill His promises. Hencee
forth every Israelite could trust in this all powerful Cod and be sure

that Cod would use such power for him.

In the finsl chapter we demonstrated that this covenant concept
is the core c¢f the other Books of the Old’Testament. They were uritten

to discuss the Covenant or one of the essential elements of the Covenant.,

vi




Therefore ue conclude that the Covenant that UGod made with Israel
is the un'fying factor of the Books of the Old Testament., The Cld
Testament, as iis name implies, is the literature of the 0ld Covenant,

In general, this 1s not the approach to the 0ld Covenant that is
found in the 0ld Testament studies of those who adopt the historical
approach to theclogy. BRecawze of this the investigations of these wmen
would contribute little to this thesis, 1% is for this reason, and
not because we wish to ignore what has been writiten, that the author

has rafrained from a discussion and rebuttal of some of their opinions,

vii
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CHAPTER I
THE PROMISES OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB

In the proclametions of the Old Covenant which I have chosen, the
promises to Abraham, Isasc, and Jacob are expressed in this way,.
Joshua 23:2=h:

And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, 'Your fathers lived of old beycnd the Euphralos, Terah,
the father of Abrcham and of Nahory and they served other gods,
Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him
through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I
gave him Isaacy and to Isaac I gave Jacchb and Esau, 4nd I gave
Ssauw the hill country of Selr {o possess, but Jacob and his
children went down to Byypt.!"

Jeremiah 1l:1l=33

The word that came to Jeremish from the Lord: "Heer the words of
this Covenant, and speak %o the men of Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusale?. You 'shzll say to them, Thus says the Lord, the God
of Israel.”

Psalm 105:1=25:

0 give thanks to the Lordy, call on his nams, make known his deeds
anong the peoples! Sing to him; sing praises to him, tell of all
his wonderful works! Glory ia his boly name; let the hsarts of
those who seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and nhis strength,
seck his presence continually! Remember the wonderful works that
he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, U off-
spring of Abraham his servant, sons of Jacob, his chosen onesi

He is the Lord our God; his judgments &are in all the earth, He is
mindful of his Covenant forever, of the word that he commanded,
for a thousand generations, the Covenant which he made with
hbranam, his sworn promise to Isaac, which he confirmed to Jacod
as a-statute, to Isrsel as an everlasting Covenant, saying, "To
you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inherit-
ance," When they were few in mumber, of 1ittle account, and sc=
Journers in it, wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom
Yo another people, he allowed no one to oppress themg he rebuked
kings on their account, saying, "Touch not my anointed ones, do
my prophets no harm!l" When he summoned & famine on the land, and

Tror the interpretation of Israel note Jer. 2:L; 51203 10:16; 33126,
Israel is "the seed of ibraham, Isaac, and Jacob."
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broke every staff of bread, he had sent &« man ahead of themy
Joseph, who was sold &8 a sleve, His feast were hurt with feblers,
his neck was put in a collar of irony until what he had seld came
to pess the word of the Lord Lested him. The king sent znd re-
leased nim, tne ruler of the peoples set hinm [ree; ne made hinm
lord of his house, und ruler of &ll his gossessions, bto instruct
nis princes at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom. Then
Isreel came to Cgypty Jacob sojournsd in the land of Ham. 4And the
Lord made his people very fruitful; and made them stronger thun
their foes., He turned thelr nearts to hete his people,.

Nehentah 9:6-3

ind Tzra seld: "Thou art the Lord, thou elonej thou hést nade the

neaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and

all that %s on it, the seas and all thst is in thsm; and thou
preservest all of them; and the host of heaven worships thee. Thou
art the Lord, the God who didst chooss Abram and bring him forth
cut of Ur of the Chaldees and zive him the neme Abraham; and thon
didst find his heart faithful before thee, and didst make with

him the covenant to give to hig descendanis the land of the

Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite,

and the Uirgashite; and thou hasy fvlfilled thy promise, for thou

art rizhteousd

Besides these references, the other numerous references to God's
rromise to Israel through Abraham, Isusc, und Jacob indicate, that thesa

a2 2
promises are an essential element of the Sinaitic Covenant.

The promises of the Covenant to which these passapges refer ure con=
tained 1n the History of Uenesis 11:27-50:126. God celled Abrahsm, along
with his father, from Ur to Haran,3 later Ile bade Abreham separate frowm
his father's house and continuad to Canaan. In Canaan He met Abraham,
and promised to give him that land, Some years later He appearsed to

Abranam and made a covenant with him.h There was more to the Abranie

20¢, I Kings 18:36; IT Kings 13:23; I Chron. 16:16—18; 20:183
II Chron. 20:73 30:16; Psalm 47:9; Isaiah 29:223 1j1:8-103 51:2; Tz, 33:2h3
Micah 7:20.

3pets Ti2-k.

lGenesie 17.
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GCovenant than the promiges which God made through Abrzhem concerning a
future covenant with his descendsnts, but here we sre interested in
those promises, In the order of their aistoricel fulfillment they are:
T will meke a Covenant with you end vour degscendants after vnu.s Your
descendants will become very nunercus & To your descendants, afver
L0O years, I will give this land, ! By means of you and your of ispring
other nations will be blessed.’

These Uovenant promises were repeated to abrehem and proclaimed o
Isczac at the time when iLbranam obsyed Uod's command to sacrifice ais
son.” They vere repeated to Isascy when he went to dwell among the
Philistines.t? Isssc trenemitted them to Jacob when he sent him aveay
to ﬂaran.ll liod appeared %o Jaeob and repeated these premises %o him

on saveral cccasiong: the ladder visian;12 the return to Bethe1;13 when

he went ©o Hgygt.lh Jacob passed the Covenanit promises on to his sons,

Sienesis 17:2,l,7.

Gienesis 17:4-6, slsc 15:53 12:2,
Thenesis 17:8, 2lso 15:7=-21; 12:7.
Suenesis 12:2b=3,.

JGenesis 22:15-18.

 10Genesis 26:3-L snd 2425,

1lienesis 28:3-L.

12Genesis 28:13-15.

13Genesis 35:10-12,

Uigenesis L6:3-U.
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including Ephraim and Manasseh, when he blessed them.1> The lsst words
of Joseph indicate that he and the children of Isrsel ure walting for
God %o appear to them and repect the promises just as he had to Jacodb
and Isaz;fc.l6

The children of Israel did not wait in vain. For in His next
appearance to man, the God of Abrahamg Isazc, and Jacob revealed to lHoses
that He had appeared to deliver Isrzel fyrom the hands of the fgyptians
snd to brinz them into "the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
imorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites."l7 He
commissioned Moges &s the leader of Tsrael and sent him to tell the
people of Israel, "The Lord, the God of your fethers, the God of
abrehan, of Isasc, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, 'I have
observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt; end I promise
that I will bring you up out of the afflictions of Egypt, to the lend
of the Ceunasnites, the Hittites, the imorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the JebusitesM18

When Hoses tried to excuse himself, God gave nim signs to periorm
before the elders of Israel, "tnal they may believe that the Lord, tue
God of thelr fathers, the God of Abrsham, the God of Isaac, and the

God of Jecob, has appeared to you."19

15Genesis 48:15-16, also 4B8:21; L9128,
18genesis 50:2Lw25,

17exodus 3:8.

Brxodus 3:16-17.

19Exodus L5,
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When Moses gathered the elders of Israel, told them all the words
of the Lord, and performed the signs, "the people believed; and when
they heard that the Lord had visited the people of Israel and that he
had seen their sffliction, they bowed their heads and worshipped."20
After Fharaoh had refused loses! first request and had increased
the work of the Israelites so that they turned against Moses, the Lord
once more appeared to Moses and said,
I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, Isasc, and to Jacob, as
God almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known
to them, I also established my Covenant with them, to give them
the land of Canaan, the land in which they dwelt as sojourners.
Horeover 1 have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whon
the Egyptians hold in bondage and I have remembered my Covenant,
Ssy therefore to the peorle of Israel, "I am the Lord, and I will
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will
deliver you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great acts of Jjudgment, and I will take
you for my people, and I will be your God; and you shall know
that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you into the land
which I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and tg Jacoby I will
give it to you for a possession. I am the Lord."2l
In spite of the fact that God had chosen Seth and his descendants
and Noah and his descendants before this, the choice of Abraham's is
considered to be the beginning of God's revelation of his Covenant with
Israel, Abraham is the Father of God's people., From this timé on a
believers! relationship with Abraham is important, if he is to have &
part in the blessings of the Covenant.
These Covenant promises, first delivered to Abraham, evidently

served a three-fold purpose in Israel. While the Israelites were in

20Exodus l:31.
2lexodus 631-8.
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Bgypty these promises led them to bslieve that God would deliver them,22
When the time for deliverance came, these prophetic promises led the
Israelites to believe in the God who had appeared to Abraham.””? After
the deliverance from Egypt and the formation of the Sinaitic Covenant,
these promises assured the Israelites that they were children of God
because they verc descendanis of Abraham,24 So in the later proclamution
of the Covenant the promises are referred to primarily because of their
value to encourage and admonish the people of God. The Israslites iauzht
and believed that they enjoved a special relationship with God; because

they were descendants of Abrzham,

2Genesis 50:24-26,
23Exodus N33l,

2WTnis is their spparent use in the passcges listed at the
beginning of this chapter,
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CHAPTER II
THE DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT

In the proclamation of the 0ld Covenant which I have chosen, the
deliverance from Egypt is expressed in this way.
Joshua 2 :5aTs

And I sent Moses and idaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did
in the midst of it; and afterwards I brought you out. Then I
brought your fathers out of Ezypt, and you came to the sea; and
the Egyptiens pursued your fathers with Chariots and horsemen %o
the Red Sea, 4ind when they cried to the Lord, he put darkness
between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea come upon them
and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did to Egypt.

Jderemiah 1132

Which I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the
land of Fgypt, from the iron furnace.

Psalm 105:26-L2:

He sent Moses his servant, and Aaron whom he had chosen. They
wrought his signs among them, and miracles in the land of Ham,

He sent darkness, and made the land dark; they rebelled against
his words, He turned their waters into blood, and caused their
fish to die. Their land swarmed with frogs; even in the chambers
of their kings. He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, and
gnats throughout their country. He gave them hail for rain, and
lightning that flashed through their land. He smote their vines
and f£ig trees, and shattered the trees of their country. He
spoke, and the locusts came, and young locusts without numberj; f
which devoured all the vegetation in their land, and ate up the

frult of their ground. He smote all the first-born in their land,

and first issue of 211 their strength. Then he led forth Israel |
with silver and gold, and there was none among his tribes who i
stumbled, Egypt was glad when they departed, for dread of them
had fallen upon it. He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire

to give light by night. They asked, and he brought quails, and
gave them bread from heaven in abundance. He opened the rock, and
water gushed forth; it flowed through the desert like & river.

For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant.,

] CONCORDIA SEMINARY
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Nehemich 9:9=12:¢

And thou didst see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and

heay their cry at the Red Sea, and didst perform signs and

wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people
of his land, for thou knewest that they acied insolently against
our fathersy and thou didst get thee a name, as it is to this
day., 4#nd thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they
went through the midst of the sea on dry land; and thou dids®
cast thelr pursuers into the depths, as 2 stone into mighty
waters. By a pillar of cloud thou didst lead them in the day,
and by & pillar of fire in the night to light for them the

way in which they should go.

Besides these references the other numerous references to God's
deliverance of Israel indicate that it is an essential element of the
Old Covenant.l

The events of this deliverance are recorded in Exodus 1-18. The
descendants of Israel lived in Israel long enough to increase greatly,
L new dynasty rose in Egypt, who feared the might of the Israelites,
So they enslaved them, and gave orders for the male childrsn to be
killed. Moses was born under these conditions, but was saved from
death and adopted by Fharaoh's daughter, After renouncing his adopted
land and killing an Egyptian, he fled to Midian,

&nd the people of Isrzel groaned under their bondage, and cried

oub for help, &nd their cry under bondage came up to God. And

God heard their grosnings, and God remembered his Covenant with

Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.?

In these chapters the need for deliverance is stressed. Israel -
was suffering severe physical and mental affliction. 4And it was evident

that, if the decree of Pharadh were carried outy; the promises of God

1Robert Young, "Egypt," Analytical Concordance to the Bible (2ist
American Edition. New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company, n.d.), ppe 290=-
291, Over 50 references to "I brought you out of Egypt."

2Bxodus 1-2.
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to Abranam would never be fulfilled, This fuct must have placed a
tremendous sitrain on their faith,
After some time, God appeared to loses and gave him the promise
of immediate deliverance. Moses passed on this promise to Israel,
At first the Israelites believed, but when Pharaoh refused their

request and increased their work they would no longer listen to the
words of Hc:)ses.3
The primary concern in the account of deliverance is the method
by which God accomplished it and the purpose of that method. God
had indicated something of this in His first appearance to Moses,
You and the elders of Israel shall go te the king of Egypt and
say {0 him, "The Lord, the God of the Hebreus, has met with usj
and now, we pray you, let us go & three days journey into the
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God., I know
that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by
a mighty hand. So I will stretch out my hand and smite Egypt
with all thﬁ wonders which I will do in it; after that he will
let you gol ;
When lloses addressed this request to Pharaoh, he refused to comply,
saying, "Who is the Lord, that I should heed his voice and let Israel
go? I do not know the Lord, and moreover I will not let Israel gp."s
Thereafter Pharaoh increased the burdens of Israel, and they turned
ageinst loses., Then Hoses cried to Uod, "O Lord, why hast thou done
evil to this people?"6 God ﬁnsuered, "now you shall see what I will

do to Pharachs for with a strong hand he will drive them out."?

Exodus 3=6:1).
UExodus 3:18b-20,
5Exodua 5:2.
OExodus 5:Li-22.
TExodus 6:1.

Tl YT
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Following this, God repeated the promise of deliverance to Hoses.
In this same appearance, God also told llozes,

See I make you as God to FPharachj and Aaron your brother shall be
your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you; and Asron
your brother shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go outb
of his lend, DBut I will harcden Phareoh's heart, and though I
melbioly ny signs and wonders in the land of Igypt, Pharaon will
not listen to yous then + will lay wmy hand upon Egypt and bring
forth my hosts, ny people the sons of Israel, out of the land

of Tgypt by great acts of judgmente And the Egyptians shall

know that I am the “ord, when I strstch forth sy hand upon Bgypt
and bring out the people of Israsl from among them.”

Then follows the account of Codls signs and wonderse

The rod of faron was turned into 2 serpents "The magicians of
Egypt did the seme by their secret artss. « « « But Aaron's rod
swallowed up thelr rods, Still Pharaoh's heart was_hardened, and
ne would not listen to themy as the Lord has said, 0

ixodus 7i:lli=182

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Pharach!s hearl is herdened, he
refuses to let the people gos 09 %0 Fharach in the morning, as

hie is going out o the water; wailb for him by the river's brink.
and take in your hend the rod which was turned into a serpente

&nd you shall sagy vo him, 'The Lord, the God of the Hebrews,

sent me 0 you, saying, "Let my people go, that they may serve

me in the wilderness; and bghold you have not yet cbgyed.®

Thus sgys the Lord, "By this you shall know that I am the bord:
behold, & will strike the water that is in the Jile with the rod
that iz in my hand, and it shall be turned %o blood, and the fish
in the Hile shall diey, and the Hile shall become foul, and the
Bgyptians will loathe to drink water {rom the Hile."! Wvv, 20-22:
Hoses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded; in the sight of Pharach
end in the sight of his servanis, he 1lifted up the rod and struch
the water that was in the Viley; and all the water that was in the
Nile turned to blocd. And the #ish in the iHlile died; and the iile
becama foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the ;
Hiles and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypte Bub
the megieians of lgypt did the seme by their secret arts; so ff
Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to '
them as the Lord had said, 8:1-2? Then the Liord said to Moses.

Brxodus 6128,

Fuxodus 7115,

10?&:0@3 T310=13,
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f;0 in t© Pharaoch and say %o himy 'Thus says the Lord, "Let my
pecple g0, that they may sorve me, Buib if you refusc to let

them go, behold, I will plague all your country with £rogSeee

vve 6=10t So Aaron stretecied out his hand over the wabters of
Pgypts and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.

But the magicians did the same by their secret arts, and brought
frogs upon the land of Exypte Then Pharach celled Hoses and
Aaron, and said, "Entreat the Lord to teke away the frogs from
me and from my pecple; and I will st the people go to sacrifice
to the Lord." lMoses seid to Pharaoh, "Be plesased to command

me when I an to entreat, for you and for your servants and for
your people, that the frogs be destroyed from you and your houses
and be left only in the Nile.™ And he said, "Tomorros." Icses
eaid, "Be it as you say, that you may know that there is no ons
like the Lord cur Gode..¥ vve 12-13: So Yoses and Aaron weat

out from Pharaoh; and Moses cried to the Lord concerning the frogs,

as he had agreed with Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to the i_
word of !iosesy the frogs died ouit of the houses and courtyards g

and out of the fieldSe... Vv, 15-19: PBut when Fharach saw that
there was a respite, he hardened his heart, and would not listen
to them; ag the Dord bas said. Then the Lord said to HMoses,

“Sar to Aaron, 'Stroetch out your rod and strile the dust of the
sarth, that it way become gnats throughout 2ll the lend of Egypt.t"
And they did soj Aaron siretched out his hand with the rod, and
struck the dust of the earth, and there came gnats on man and
beaste; @ll the dust of the earth became gnats throughout all the
land of Bgypte The magicians Uried by thelr secrst eris to bring
forth gnats, but they could not. 8o there were gnats on man and
beast. And the magiciens sald to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of
Gode® DBut Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen
to thems as the Lord had saideee Ve 20-32: Then the Lord sald

to Moses, "Rise up early in the morning and wait for Pharaoh,

as he goes out %o the water, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord,
"Lot my people go, that they may serve me. BElse, if you will

not let my pecple go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you
al your servenis and your people, and into your houses; and

the houses of the Bgyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies,
and also the ground on which they stands DJut con that day I will
set apart the land of Goshen, where ny people duwell, so that no
swaras of {lies shall be there; that you may kanow that I am the
Lord in the midst of the earth, Thus I will put a division between
my people and your people. By tomorrew shall this sign be."'"™ and
the Lord did so; there came great swarms of flies into the house
of Pharaol and into his servents houseS, and in all the land of
Bezypt the land was ruined by reason of flies. Then Pharaoh

called Moses and Aaron, and sald, %Go, sacrifice to your God within
the land." BPut Moses said, "It would not be right to do so; for
we shall sacrifice to the Lord our God offerinss sbominable to the
Beyptians, If we sacrifice offerings abominable to the Egrptians
before their eyes, will they not stons us? We must go thrse days!
journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord cur God as
he will commend us.” So Pharaoh said, "I will let you go, to
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sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; only you shall
not go very far away. MHake entreaty for me." Then Moses said,
"Behold, I am going out from you and I will pray to the Lord that.
the swarms of flies may depart from Pharazoh, from his servants,
and from his people, tomorrow; only let not Pharaoh deal falsely
again by not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord,"

So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord. And the
lord did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from
Pharaohy from his servants, and from his people; not one remained,
But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and did not let

the people go,.. P:1=7¢t Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go in to
Pharaoh, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, "Let my people go, that they may serve me, For if you
refuse to let them go and still hold them, behold, the hand of

the Lord will fall with a very severe plague upon your cattle
which are in the field, the horses, the asses, the camels, the
herds, and the flocks., And the Lord will make a distinction be-
tween the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt, so that nothing
shall die of all that belongs to the people of Israel,"'" And

the Lord set a time, saying, "Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing
in the land." And on the morrow the Lord did this thing; all the
cattle of the Egyptians died, but of the cattle of the people of
Israel not one died. And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of

the cattle of the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Fharaoh
was hardened, and he did not let the people go... vv, 8-12: 4nd
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Take handfuls of ashes from

the kiln, and let Moses throw them toward heaven in the sight of
Pharaoh, 4nd it shall become dust over all the land of Egypt,

and become boils breaking out in sores on man and beast through-
out all the land of Egypt." So they took ashes from the kiln, and
stocd before Pharaoh, and Hoses threw them toward heaven, and it
became boils breaking out in sores on man and beast. And the
magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for
the boils were upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians. But
the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to
them; as the Lord had spoken to Moses... vv. 13-30: Then the
Lord said to lioses, "Rise up early in the morning and stand before
Pharaoh, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews,
"Tet my people go, that they may serve me., For this time I will
send all my plagues upon your heart, and upon your servants and
your people, that you may know that there is none like me in all
the earth. For by now I could have put forth my hand and struck
you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut
off from the esarth; but for this purpose have I let you live,

to show you my power, so that my name may be declared through=-
out all the earth. You are still exalting yourself against my
people, and will not let them go. Behold, tomorrow about this
time, I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been
in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. Now therefore
send, get your cattle and all that you have in the field into

safe shelter; for the hail shall come down upon every man and
beast that is in the field and is not brought home, and they shall
die,"'" Then he who feared the word of the Lord among the servants
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of Pharach made his slaves and his cattle flee into the houses;
but he who did not regard the word of the Lord left his slaves
and his cattle in the field, And the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch
forth your hand toward heaven, that there mey be hail in 211 the
land of Beypt, upon man and beast and every plant of the field,
throughout the land of lgypt.” Then Moses stretched forth his
rod toward heavenj and the Lord sen® thunder and hail, and fire
ran down 1o the earth. Amd the Lord rained hail upon the land
of Egyplts there was hail, and fire fleshing continuelly in the
nidst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as haod never been in

all the land of Zgypt since it becawe a nation. The hail struck
dovm everything that was in the field throughout ell the land of
Egypty both man and beast; and the hail struck dom every plant

of the field, and shattered every tree of the fields Only in

the land of Gosheny, where the paople of Israel were, there was

no hails Then Pharach sent, and called Mcses and Aaron, and said
Yo themy "I have sinned this time; the Lord is in the right, and

I and my people are in the wronge Untreat the Lord; for there

has been encugh of this thunder and hails I will let you go, and
you shall stay no longer.” Moses s2id to him, "As soon as I have
gone cut of the eity, I will streteh out my hands to the Lord;

the thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, that you
nay know that the esrth is the Lordls, But as for you and your
servants , I know that you do not yet fear the Lord Gode"eee

Ve 33=35: 5o lioses went out of the city from Pharach, and
stretched out his hands to the Lords and the thurder and the hail
ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon thes earth. But when
Pharach saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder has ceased,
he sinned yet again, and hardenad his heart, he and his servanis.
So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the
people of Israel goj as the Lord hed spoken through MosSeS... 10t 123
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaohj for I have hardened
his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may show these
signe of mine among them, and that you may till in the hearing of
your son and of your son's som how I have made sport of the
Egyptians and what signs I have done among thems that you may know
thet I am the Lordee.! ww. 3=0: So Moses and Aaron went in to
Pharaoh, and seid to him, "Thus says the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, 'How long will you refuse to humbls yourself before me?
For if you refuse to let my people g0, behold, tomorros I will
bring locusts into your country, and they shall cover the face of
the land, so that no one can see the land; and they shall eab

what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat every tree
of yours which grows in the field, and they shall fill your
hovses, and the houses of all your servanis and of all the
Egyptianss as neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have
seen, Ifrom the day they came on earth to this day.'"™ Then he
turned and went out from Pharachese Vvs 12-20: Then the Lord said
to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the
locusts, that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and east every
plant in the land, 211 that the hail has lsft." So loses stretched
forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an
east wind upon the land ell that day and all that night; and when

\
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it waes morning the east wind had brought the locusis. And the
locusts came up over all the land of Sgypit, and settled on the
whole country of Tgypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had

never been before, nor ever shall be again, For they covered the
face of the whole land, s0 that the lund was darvkened, and they

ate all the plents in the land and all the fruit of the trees

which the haill had left; not a green thing remained, neither (Pze
nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypte Then
Pharaoh celled ifoses and Aaron in haste, and said, %I have sinned
against the Lord your God, and against you. Now therefore, for-
give my sin, I pray you, only this cnee, and entreat the Lord

your Cod only to remove this death from me." So he went oud

fron Pharach, and entreated the lLords And the Lord turned a

very strong west wind, which 1lifted the locusts and drove thenm

into the Red Seaj; not a single locust was left in all the country
of Bgypte But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not
let the children of Israel g0see Ve 21=27¢ Then the Lord said

to Moses, "Stretch ouht your hand toward heaven that there may be
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt." Sc Moses
stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick dark-
ness in all the land of Egypt three days; but all the people of Israel
had light where they dwelt., Then Pharsoh called }Moses, and seid,
"Go, serve the Lord; your children siso may go with you; only let
vour flocks and your herds remain behind." But Moses said,

"You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings,

that we may sacrifice to the Lord ocur Cod. Cur cattls also

mst go with usy not a heof shall be left behindy for we

must teke of them to serve the Lord our Geod, and we do not know
with what we must serve the Lord until we arrive there.® But

the Lord hardened Pharach's heart, amd he would not let them go.
Then Pharaoh said to him, "Get away from me; take heed to.yourself;
never see my face againg for in the day you see ny face again,

you shall die,” MWoses said, "As you sayl I will not see your
face azaine™ees 1l: L, L=10: The Lord sald to Moses, "Yet one
plague more I will bring upon Pharach and upon Egypt; afterwards
he will let you go hencey when he lets you go, he will drive you
away completelyd! And Moses said, "Thus says the Lord: About
nidnight I will go forth in the midst of Egypt; and 2ll the firste
born in the land of Bgypt shall die; frem the first~born of Pharach
who sits upon his throne, even to the first-born of the maid-
servant whe is behind the mill; and all the first-born of the
cattle, And there shall ve a great crv throughout all the land

of Bgypb, such as there has never been, nor ever shall be again,
But against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast,

not a dog shall growl; that you may know that the Lord makes a
distinction between the Egyptians and Israel. And all these your
servants shall come down to me, and bow down to me, saving, 'Get
vou out, and all the people who follow youe.! And after that I
will go oute™ And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. Then
the Lord said to Moses, "Pharaoh will nct listen to you; that my
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt." loses and Asron
did all these wonders before Pharaohj and the Lord hardened Pharaoh's
heart, and he did not lst the people of Israel go out of his land...

P Tp e e ————
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12:29=32: At midnight the Lord smote all the first-born in the
land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on his
throne to the first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon,
and all the first-born of the cattle. And Pharaoch rose up in

the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptiansj and
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where
one was not dead, #And he summoned Moses and Aaron by night,

and said, "Rise up, go forth from among my people, both you and
the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said,
Talke your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gonej;
and bless me also!"... 13:17-18: When FPharaoh let the people

20, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that wes near; for God said, "Lest the people repent

when they see war, and return to Egypt." DBut God led the psople
round by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the
people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt, equipped for
battlesss Vv, 20-22: And they moved on from Succoth, and encamped
at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went be-
fore them by day in a pillar of cloud and lead them along the

way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that
they might travel by day and by night; the pillar of cloud

by day and the pillar of firs by night did not depart from

before the people... 14:1-h: Then the Lord said to MHoses, "Tell
the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pihkahiroth,
between liigdol and the sea, jin front of Baalzephonj; you shall
encamp over against it, by the sea, For Pharaoh will say of the
people of Israel, 'They are entangled in the landjy the wilderness
has shut them in.' And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will
pursue them and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his hostj
and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord." And they did
S0.es VVe. 5-9: When the king of Egypt was told that the people
had fled, the mind of Fharaon and his servants was changed toward
the people, and they said, "What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us? So he made ready his charict
are! touk his army with him, and took six hundred picked chariots
and &1l the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them.
And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaon king of Egypt and he
pursued the people of Israel as they went forth defiantly. The
Egyptians pursued. them, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and his
horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by
Pihahiroth, in front of Baalzephons.. vv. 10-18: When Fharaoh drew
near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching af ter themy and they were in great fear,
And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord; and they said to
Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have
taken us sway to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us,
in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in
Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die
in the wilderness." And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand
firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never
see again, The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to

be sti1l," The Lord said to Moses, "Why do you ery to me? Tell
the people of Israsl to go forward, Lift up your rod, and stretech
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out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the peopls of
Toreel may zo on dry ground through the seas And I will

harden the hearts of the Egyptiens, so that they shall go in
after them end I will get glory over Pharaoh end all his

host, his chariots, and his horsemon, £And the Zgyptians shall
know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharach,
his cheriota, and his horscmenc®ees vwe 19-3L: Theon the angel

of God who went before the host of Israel moved and went behind
themg and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood
behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of
Izrael, Amd there was the cloud and the darknessj; and the night
paseed without one coming near the other all night. Tonen Yoses
stretched out his hand over the seaj and the Lord drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night, and made the sea dry land,
nd the waters were divided. And the psople of Isracl went into
he midst of the sea on dry groumd, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hend and on their left. The Egyptians pursued,
and went in after them into the midat of the sea, all Pharaoh's
horses, hig chariote, and his horsemen, And in the morning

weteh the Lordin the pillar of fire and of cloud locked down

upon the host ¢. the Bgyptians, clogging their chariot wheels

so that they drove heavily; and the Hgyptians sald, "Let us flee
from before Israel; for the Lord fights for them against the
Seyptians.” Then the Lord said to Mgses, "Stretch out your

hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the
Bevptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen." So
Moses stretohed forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returmed
to its wonted flow when the morning appeared; and the Sgyptians
fled into it, and the Lord routed the Egyptians in the midst of
the seaes Tho waters returned and covered the chariots and the
horsemen and all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them

into the sea; not so much as one of them remained, Bul the
people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters
being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. Thus
the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians;
and Isracl saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore, And Israel
saw the great work which the Lord did against the Egyptians, and
the people feared the Lord; and they believed in the Lord and in
his servant loses,

8}

P

From the time that Cod began to unfold His plan in chapter 3 until
He took final véngeance on Egypt in chapter 1, it is evident that He
was plamning the deliverance in such a way that He would be glorified,
The successive hardenings of Pharaoh's heart, so that miracle after
miracle had to be performed; God's methed of predicting the plagues
and executing them just as predicted; His plan for Israel te caup by

the Red Sea and wait for Egypt to catch up with them so they could lure
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the Sgyptians to their death; all work together that God may be
glorified, All of these events were plamned and exccuted in such a
way that the Israelites would confess, "y God saved me." The nost
scientifically minded man in Israel; as he stepped ocut of the dry
bed of the Red Sea and turned to witness the destruction of the
Dgypbian army would be forced to say, "I believe that God saved me.?

Chapter 1h:31 tells us the result of this miraculous deliverance
"The people feared the Lord; and they believed in the Lord and in his
servant Moses."

In chapter 15 is recorded the great kymn of praise with which
Moses and the people of Israel glorified CGod. It exhibits a true
faith in the God who will reign forever and ever.

God, who had led Israel to believe in Him by the miraculous
deliverance, sustained this faith as Israel traveled from the Red Sea
t0 Sinal by feeding Isracl with "manna® and quails,ll sweetening the
waters of Harah,l2 giving them water from a rock,13 and giving then
victory over the Amalekites.lh

Py the deliverance God had set out %o win Israel's allegiancs.
accomplish His purpose He performed mamy mighty acts. By these acts
which accomplished the complete deliverance of Israel Ged led the

Isrselites to believe in Him, Thus lle won Israel's allegiance.

PP

Hivodus 16413-15,
120 odus 15225,

13Exodus 1726,
Wipodus 17:29-13.
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In the proclamations of the Covenant thls Deliverance has a three-
fold purposa. It is Israel's constant éssurance that God is the only
God.l5 ‘Tt is Isracl's proof that God loves 'bhem.l6 It is Isracl's
constent wmotivaticn to,éerve HiM¢17

Svery Israelite who lived after thls enjoyed the benefits of this
deliverance. Therelore this deliverance hadi %his threefold significance
Tor him. But it is particularly the lest one that is stressed in the
life of Israel, Cod delivered you so that you would glorify Him by
your life of tobal allegiance to “im, God delivered Israel so that

[ o
18 He delivered them in this

fle might have a "kingdom of priests.®
niraculous way so that this Fkingdom of priests® would believe in Him

ané display complete allegliance to Him,

15Deuteron¢mg Lis3l-35,
16

17

Deuteronomy L:li0=-6:20=25, Passages listed st beginning of
chepter,

18

Psalm 136110-15,

Bxodus l9£6.
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CHAFTER III
THE QIVING F THE 1aW

In the proclamation of the Sinaitic Govenanﬁ-which I hsve chosen,
the glving of the Law is expressed in this way.
Joshua 2437

And you lived in the wilderness & long time.
Jeremiah 112353

Thus says the Lord; the tod of Israsl: Cursed be the man who does
not heed the words of this Covenant . . . Listen to wmy voice, end
do all that I comwand you,’

Psalm 105:h5:

= to the end thati they should keep his statutes, and observe his
lava, Preise the Lordl

leghemiah 9313«1ls

Thou didst come down upon Mouat Sinad, and speak with them from
heaven and give them right ordinances and {rue laws, good stututes
and comsandments, and thou didst meke known tc them thy holy
sabbabh and command them commandments and statutes and a liw by
Hoses thy servant.

Since the giving of the Law is not stressed in some of these
accouhts, we submit other specific passages that deseribe its importance
in these EBooks,.

Jozhua 8:30-353

Then Joshua built an altar in Mount ©bal to the Lord, the God of
Israel, as ioses the servent of the Lord had commanded the people of
Israerl, as it is written in the book of the law of loses, "an altar
of unhewn stones, upon which no mén has lifted sn iron tool"; and
they offered on it burnt oflferings to the Lerd, and sacrificed
peace offerings. #And there, in the presence of the people of
Israel, he wrote upon the stones & copy of the law of Moses, whigh
he had written. #And all Isrsel, sojourner as well ze homeborn,

with their elders and officers and their judges, stcod on opposite
sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark
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of the covenant of the Lord, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim
and hslf of them in front of Mount Ebal, as lMoses the servant of

the Lord had commanded at the first, that they should bless the

people of Israel. And afterward he read all the words of the law,

and the blessing and the curse; according to all that is written in
the book of the law., There was not a word of all that Moses commanded
which Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and

the women, and the little cnes, and the sojourners who lived among
them.

Psalm 78:1=8:

Give eary; O my people, to my teachinge; incline your ears to the
words of my mouth} I will open my mouth in a parableg I will
utter daerk sayings from of old, things that we have heard and
known, that our fathers have told us. Wewill not hide them

from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious
deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders which he has
wrought., He established a testimony in Jacoby and appointed a

law in Israel, which he commanded owr fathers to teach to their
cnildren; that the next generation might know them; the children
yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, so that
they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments; and that they should not be like
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation
whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to
(iod- ;

Note also Psalm 19 and 119 for the emphasis on the Law in the
Book of Psalms.

Besides these references the other numerous references to the Law
indicate that this is an essentizl element of the Old Covenant.l

The Law which Y%d gave to Israel is recorded mainly in Exodus 20-23;
25-31; Leviticus 11-15; 17-27; Numbers 56, 15, 18-19, 28-30, 35-36.

The Law ﬁegins with the giving of the Commandments, which were
spoken by God.2 His first statement tells Israel why they will keep

this Law. "I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of

1robert Young, "Law," An jcal Concordance to the Bible (21st
gmerican Edition. New York: Fun% and Wagnalls Company, n.d.), PPe 590=
91,

2Exodus 2031.
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Egypt."3 Then God states the one basic law of the Covenant, "You shall
have no other gods besides m.a.""l And this is the way you shall practice
this law,

Exodus 20:L=17¢

You shall not make yourself a graven image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water undsr the earth; you shallmt bow down
to them or serve themj for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the
third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but show=
ing steadfast love to thousands of thcse who love me and keep my
commandments. You ghall not take the nzme of the Lord your God
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his
name 1n vein., Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days you shall labor, and do all your work; but on the sevenih
day is a sebbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do
any work, you, Oor your son, or your daughter, your manservani,
or your maidservant, or your cattle, or the sojourner who is
within your gates; for in six deys the Lord made hesven and earth,
the sea, and all that 1s in them, and rested the seventh day;
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it,.
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be:long

in the land which the Lord your God gives you, You shall not
kill, You. shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal., You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall
not Govet your neighbor's housey you shall not covet your
neighbor'!s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his
ox, or his ass, or anything that is your neighbor's,

At this point God was interrupted,

Now when all the people perceived the thunderings and lightnings
and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people
were afraid and trembled; and they stood afar off, and said to
Moses, "You spesk to_us, and we will hear; but let not CGod speak
to us, lest we die." '

according to the acccunt in Deuteronomy God was pleased with this

reaction, and agreed that He would hereafter reveal His Law to Israel

3Exodus 2032,
Mpxodus 2013,
SExodus 20318-19.
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throuzh I'ioses.(’ 8o, from here on Hoses mediated the Law to the
pecple.
There are many repebitions in the laws that follow, In maeny
instances & law is recorded in connection with the historical event

which caused God to reve:l %, In our presentaticn of the Law, we

shell try to onlt the repetitions and historical msterisl. 4lso it
will e necessury to summarize the materisl in sections.

fxodus 20=23 gives the penalties that God lmpesed on those wno
broke the Commandiaents. The desth penaliy is impesed for murder;?
striking ov cursing parenta ;8 k-?_dnappiug;‘) aoréery;m idola‘bry.ll

<

The "eye for eye" penalty or sume penality equivalent to it is to be

12

-

lupoged for personal injury. The penalfy for thefti was repsying
twice, cometines more, the amount stolen.lj Feyment in kind was

.
requirad for any loss which one caused his neig-zbor.m

Included in this section on penaltics is the command to drive

oub 2ll the inhabitants of the land of Canaan, to make no Covenuant

5Beuterczmw 5312231,
Tixodus 21:12.

Opxodus 21:15-17.

9Exodus 21:16.

10nx0dus 22119,

Unxodus 22:20,

12vodus 2211827,

Lpyodus 2211, 34,
Uipyodus 21:33-35; 22:5<15,
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with them or their gods. &nd the purpose for this is stated; "Lesb

they make you sin against mej for if you serve their gods, it will
suraly be a snare %o yau.”ls

In Bxodua 25-31, God gave the rules for the constructicn of the
Tabernacle and 1ts furnishings. It waes to be a sancbuary where God
could dwell in the midst of Israel and it was to be constructed

16

according to the pattern that God showed Hoses, The secticn con=

cludes with & command to Ireep the Sabbath, with the penalty of death
imposed on these who profane $he 17

Iaviticus 1ll-lli deals with the lauws of ceremonizl uncleanness.
Certain foods wers unclean. Women who had borne children wers unclean,.
Lepers were unclean. People who had & discharge from the body were
unclean., The period of uncleanness in each case 1s stated along with
the rules for purification. The purpose for these regulations is
stated in chapter 15:31. "Thus you shell keep the people of Israsl
separate fyron their uncleunness, lest they die in their uncleanness
by defiling my tebernacle that is in their midst.”

Leviticus 17-27, excluding chapter 26, can best be divided into
three sections,

Laviticus 17-20 deals primarily with Commendaents whoss trans-

gressions demand the pensliy of death or expulsion {rom the community.

B Exodus 23:31=33,
163xodus 22189,
1TExodus 31:12-17.
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i!arlotry,la aglving one's seed to I'Io}.ech,19 and lying with a beast2®
are sins mentioned here for the first time that demend the death

renzlty. Sating blcoa;zl eating sacrificiel meat &fter the specified

1,

tine3°“ and marrying certain relatives?®s ars sins that demanded the

venalty of expuleion from the Holy Community.
The purpose for inflicting these penalties is given in Leviticus
18s2l=303

Do not defile yourselves by any of these things, for by &ll these
the nations I am casting oub befcore youw defilsd themselvesj and
the land became defiled, so that I punished itz iniguity, end the
land vonsited cut its inhabitents, But you shell keep my statutes
and my ordinances and do none of these abominations, either the
native or the stranger who sojourns among you (for all of these
avoninations the men of the lend did, who were before you, so that
the land became deflled)s lest the land womit you oub, when you
deifile 1%, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. For
whosver shall do any of these abominaticns, the porsons that do
them shall be cut off from amonz their people. So keep my charge
never Lo yractice any of thess abominable customs uhich were
practices before you, and never to defile yourselves by them: I
an the Lord your God, '

An exanple of such & penaliy 1s given in Leviticus 2Ls10-23,

¢ i 2
also included in this section are several positive commands dealing

with the treatwent of one's neighbor, Here the Lord iunstructs Israel .

8revicicus 19329,
Ylevigicus 20:2,
2Oreviticus 18123,
2lieviticus 17.
221,0vi ticus 19:5-8.
23Leviticus 20:17-19.
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to leave part of the harvest for the poor;zh pay their hired men every-

days® 2 4 treat sojournsrs in & kindly wa"-aé love their neighbors as

thenselves., a7

Ieviticus 21-22 contains certain rules for priests, In general

\“

they indicate that the priests must be pardicularly careful to maintein

God's shandards of holiness., The reason for maintaining these strict
rules is stated in 22:9, "Lest they besr sin for 1%, and die thersby

when they profane it."

23-27, excluding 26, trests the lawe cuncerning the

- D A %
Sea;ﬂn-at-h;"[’ the eppointed feasis 329 the oil for the _t.um.ps;-?’o the sheve

3

rules regulat

varicus offerings

2hy,eviticus
257 evisious
2oviticus
2T eviticus
201eviticus
2Meviticus
307, 0vi ticus
ieviticus
Rrevisicus
3reviticus
3t evi ticus

35Lev1t10us

breads ot the sebbatical yesr
including the tﬁthe.35 Together with
thie sacrificial system, which we shall study in another

ed the worship lirfe of I

19:9-10.
19313,
19:33-3k.
19:18.
23:3.
233h=lk,
2h3l-b,
2l435-9,
25:1=-7,
25:8-55,
27:1=8.
22:9=33.

and the Jubilee v'ar-31 ecial JUHS'B
the mles for

connectiong, these
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The sections mentioned in Numbers contain instructions concerning
various vows; offerings and rituals, The ritual of the jealousy
trial;® the ordinance of the Hazarite vows37 the rituel for blessing
Israel;BB rules concerning the cereal and drink offering;39 the rules
governing the income of priests and Levitem;ho the rituel for the
preparation ef holy water;hl the sacrifices required each day &nd
on special occasions - Sebbath and appointed fnasts;hz the sanctity
of vows;ha vapioun duties of the Levites;hh rules governing tlie mare
riage of women who have an tnheritance.hs

In fumbers 15 we {ind one of the clearesi statements concerning
which offenses are (o be punished by expulsion from the Holy Gommunify.
"The person who does anything with a high hand. . . « reviles the Lord,
and that person shﬁll be cub off from emong his pecple, DBecause he
has despised the word of the Lord, and has broken his commandment,

that perscn shall be utterly cut off."h6 Following this statement

Bjumbers S,

3TMumbers 6:1-21,

Iumbers 612227,

3%umbers 15:1-21,

40y mbers 18,

u%hmtmrs 19.

42y umbers 28-29.

b3punbers 30. :
Mirumbers 35. A
W5iumbers 36, |
Urumbers 15:30-31.
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we have the account of Israel inflicting the penaliy of death on a
Sabbath = braaker.h7

In this Tlaw, God gave the Children of Israel rathor detailed
instructions concerning how they ought to live. These included positive
prineiples and prohibitions. The prohibitions were complemented with
certain penaliles thet were to be imposed on those who disregarded: them.
These pencitles were to be imposed by the community in order to keep
itself holy. If the lond became filled with wickedness, God thre.tened

to drive the Israelites out like He would drive ocubt the Canasnmilces bee

30 the purpose of the law, including its penalties,uss to keep
the nation of Isruel holy.

The revelation of the Law culminates in Leviticus 26, which
promises great blessings for keeping the Lawha and threatens severe
punishment for breaking the Low, 49

4g Tsrael retained its holiness by using the legal enactments given
by God it would receive the promissd blessings. If Israel failed %o
mainkain 1%s holiness by refusing to follow God's instruction it would
receive the threstened punishment.

By following God's Law, Isrsel would not only obsy God, but would
also assure themselves of His continued blessings. They would enjoy

a good life in a good land protected by their God,

Sl umbers 32-36.
USrevitious 26:3=13.
U9r0viticus 2631L-45.
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The Lau, as it is presented, i¢ primarily intended to be @ éuide
by means of which the Holy Community of God cen lead z holy life, Bub
one overlooks some importunt events in the giving of the Law and some
imperbant emphases of the Law 1ltself if he assumes vhat this is its
only purpuse.

The Law 4s clso the meuns by which God revealed His essential

holiness Lo Isrsel and demanded from bhem a holiness they could never

meinbaine The giving of the Law was preceded by & glorious appearance
of God as e descended on lt. Sinai,
Txodus 19:16«25:

On the morning of the third dey there were thunders and 1ishinings,
and & thick cloud upon the mounbain, and & very loud brumpetd
blasty go thet &11 the people who were in the camp trembled. Then
doses brought the people cut of the camp to meet Jods and theyr
ook their stand at the foot of the mountain. And Mount Sinai

wag wra; ped in smoke, becuuse the Lord descend-d upon it in fires
and the smoke of 1t went up like the smoke of & kiln, and the
whole mountain quaked greatly. 4£nd as the sound of the trumpet
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in
thunder, 4nd the Lord cume deun upon Mount Sinai, to the top of
the mountein, and Hoses went up. #&nd the Lord said to iloses,

Yo down and warn the people, lest they break through to the

Lord to geze and many of them perish. £nd also let the priests
who come ncur to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord
break out upon them." And #Hoses said to the Lord, "The people
cannot come up to Hount Sinaiy for thou tnyself didst charge us,
saying, 'Set bounds about the mountain, and consecrate it.'"

And the Lord said to him, "Go down and come up bringing Aaron wita
youj bubt do not let the priests and the people break through to
come up to the Lord, lest he break out _against them." 8o lioses
went doun to the people snd told then.20

The giving of the Law was interrupied by the people, when they

becamg afraid, went away from God, stoed afar offy, and said to loses,
OFxodus 19:16-25
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"You speak to uvs, and we will heer; but let not God speak to us, lest
ve die,"o%
In loses! discussion of this event in his interpretation of the
Law, he describes 1t thus:
Deuteronony 5322273

These words the Lord spoke 1o ell your assembly at the mountain
oul; ol the widst of the fire, the cloud, and the deep gloom; with
a lond voice; and he added no more. 4nd he wrote them upon

two tablee of stone, end geve them to me. 4nd when you heard

the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain
was burning with fire, you cams neary %o me, all the heads of your
tribes, and your eldersj and you said, 'Behold, the Lord ocur

God hes shown us his glory and grestness, and we have heard his
voice out of the midst of the firey we have this day seen Cod
speck with man and men still live, low therefore why should ue
dle? For this great fire will consume usj; if we hear the voice
of the Lord our God any more, we shall die. For who 1g there

of 1] flesh, that has heard the voice of the 1living God spezicing
oub of the midst of firs, @s we have, and has still lived? Go
near, and hear all thaet the Lord our God will sayy and speak to
us all thﬁ? the Lord our God will speak to yous 2nd we will hear
and do 1it.

Then He continues,
Deuteronomy 5:28«31:

And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me; and the
Lord said to mey "I have heard the words of this people, which
they have spoken to you; they have rightly ssid all that they
have spoken. Uh that they had such a mind as this always; o
fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well .
with them and with their children forever! Uo and say to them,
lReturn %o your tents.” But you, stand here by me, and I will
tall you all the commendments and ths statutes and the ordinances
which you shall teach them, thgt they may do them in the land
which I give them to possess 23

Here he points out that God was bleaaed with Israel's rezction.

God desired that Israel maintain thelr reverential attitude forever,

52Deuteronomy 532227,

53Deuteronomy 532831,
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And CGod sgreed to their plen., God obviously was pleased because He

7

had accomglished His purpose. He had set oub to revezl His holiness
to Isprael and iHe had succeeded. They understood that they were not £it
to stand in the presence of the holy God, They had learned CGod's first
lesson concerning the transcendance of God,
was continued in the construction of the tLabernacle,
it is true that the tabernacle was built sc Lhet God could dwell in
the widst of Israel, But even when He dwelt in their midst, He was
separated from the congregation by the "holy place™ and from the priests
by the veill thet partitiocned off the "holy of holies."

The lesson continues with the recurring phrase in Leviticus, "I
the Lord your God am holy.”su

It concludes with the recurring phrase "Be hcl”.ﬁss
points out the holiness God demanded of his people. Tais holiness is
to be intensified in the priests.sé

Thus, tarough the revelation of the Law, Uod revealed His holiness
to lsrael, He taught them that even @ life lived in sccordance with
the Law which avoided its pénalties of death and exclusion and resulted
in blessing still fell far short of that holiness which His own Holy
nature demanded,

By this revelation God showed Israel that, in the final amslysis,

thelr existence depended entirely on His mercy. Only by means of the

Shieviticus 11:hh-LS, et al.
S5Levitdcus 11:kl-LS, et al.
50Leviticus 21-22.







CHAPTER IV

THE RATIPICATION OF THE COVENANT

¥

pification of the Covenant is referred to in the proclamatione

the Covenant which I have chosen in the followlng ways.

snd now I am aboub to go the way of all the earth, and you know
in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one thing has
failed of all the geood things which the Lord your God promised
concerning yous all have come %o pass for you, not one of them
nas fatled, DBut just as all the good things which the Lord your
God promised concerning you have bsen fulfilled for you, so the
Lord will bring upon you all the svil things, until he nave
destroyed you from off this good land whilch the Lord yowr God
has given you, if you transgress the Covenant of the Lord your
Uod, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and
bow down to them, Then the anger of the Lord will be kindled
against you, and you shall perish guickly from off the good
land wiaich he has given to you.

Joshua 2l 81l-25¢

How therefore fear the Lord, and serve hin in sincerity and in
feithfulness; put away the gods which your fathers served beyond
the River, and in Egypt, end serve the Lord, &nd if you be
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods which your fathers served in the region beyond
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwellj
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  Then the
people answered, "Fapr be 1t from us that we should forsake the
Lord, %o ssrve other gods; for it is the Lord our God wiho brought . =
us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house

of bondage, and who did those grest signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way that we went, .and among all the
pacples through whom we passeds and the Lord drove cut before

us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the lond; therefore
we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God." But Joshua said
to the people, "You cunnot serve the Lord; for he is a holy Godj
he 1s & jealous Godj he will not forgive your transgressions or
your sins, If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then
he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, zfter having done
you good." And the people said to Joshua, "Nay; but we will
serve the Lord." Then Joshua said to the people; "Iou are
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witnesses againgb yourselves that yon heve chosen the Lord, %o
serve Him," And they seid, "We are witnesses.," He said,

"Then put eway the foreign gods which are among you, and incline
your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel." ind the people
said to Joshua, "The Lord our God we will serve, and his voice
we will obey." So Joshua made & Covenent with the people that
day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

Jeramiah 1133<lis

You shall say to them, Thus ssys the Lord, the Cod of Israels
Qursed be the man who does nob heed the words of this Covenand
uitich I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the
land of Lgypt, from the iron furnsce, saying, Listen to my
voice, and do all that I command you. So shall you bs my
people, and I will be your God,

Jeramiah 11:7-83

Por I solemnly warned your fatheys when I brought them up ocubt of
the land of Bgypt, warning them persistently, even to this day,
saying, Ubey my voice. Yet they did not chey or incline their
ear, bub every one walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart.
Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this Covenant,
which I commanded them to do, but they did not.

Psalm 108 :8-10:

He 45 mindful of nis Covenant forever, of the word that he
comianded, for a thousand gencration, the Covenant which he

made with Lbraham,; his sworn promise to Isazc, which he confirmed
%o Jacob as & statute, to Isracl &g an everlasting Covenant.

Hehemiah 93116«20:

But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their
neck and did not obey thy commandments; they refused to obey, and
were not mindful of the wonders which thou didst perform among
them; bub they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to
return o their bondage in Egypt. But thou art a God ready %o
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and a2bounding in
steadfast love, and didst not forsake them. Even when they had
made for themselves a molten calf and sald, "This is your God
who brought you up out of Egypt'; and had committed great
blasphemies, thou in thy great mercies didst not forsake them

in the wilderness; the pillar of cloud which led them in the

way did not depert from them by dasy, nor the pillar of fire by
night which lighted for them the uay by which they should go.
Thou gavest thy good Spirit to instruct them, and didst not
withhold thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for
their thirst.
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liehemiah 9:26«31:

Nevertheless they uere disobedient and rebelled against thee and
cast bhy law behind their back and killed thy prophets; who had
warned them in order to turn them back to thee, and they committed
graav blasphemies, Therefore thou didst give them into the hand
of theiy enemies, who made them suffer; and in the time of their
suffering they cried to thee and $houw didst hear them from heaveng
and according to thy greabt mercies thou didst give them seaviors
who saved them from the hand of their enemies., DBut after they had
rest they did evil again before thee, and thou didst abandon them
%o the hand of thelr enenies, so that they hed dominion over

thengy yet when they turned and cried to thee thou didst hear from
heaven, and nany btimes thou didst deliver them according to thy
mercies, &nd thou didst warn them ia order to turn them back to
thy law., Yet they acted presumptuously end did not cbey thy
cormandments, but sinned against thy ordinances, by the observance
of which 2 men ghall live, and turned a stubborn shoulder and
stiffennsd their neck and would not obey. ideny years thou didst
bear with themy, and didst sarn them by the Spirit through thy
prophets; yet they would nct give ear, Therefore thou didst give
them inte the hand of the poupgles of the lands, Nevertheless in
thy grealt mercies thou didsy nob meke en end of them or forsake
thems for thou art 2 graciocus and merciful God,

Hehemiah 9:32-383

dow therefore, our Uod, the grsat and mighty snd terrible God, who
teepest Covenant and steadfast love, let not sll the hardship seem
1itile to thee that hes come upon us, upon our kings, our princes,
sur priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all they people, since
the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. Yet thou hast ;
been just in @ll thet has come upon us, for thou hast dealt faithe
fully and we have acted wickedly; our kings, our princes, our
priests, and our fathers have not kept thy law or heeded thy
comnmandnents and thy warnings which thou didst give them. They
did not serve thee in their kingdom; and in they grest gocdness
which thou gevest them, and in the large and rich land which thou
didst set before them; and they did not turn from their wicked
works, 3Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that thou
gavest to cur fathers to enjoy 1ts fruit and its good gifts,
bshold, we are slaves, And i%s rich yield goes to the kings whom
thou hast set over us because of our sinsg they have power also
over ouy bodies and over ocur cattle at their pleasure, and

we are in great distress, Because of a2ll this we make a fimm
Covenant and write it, and our princes, our Levites, and our
priests set their seal to it.

These references to the Covenant and the revelation that God
made concerning Himself in ratifying it indicate that the ratification
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of the Covenant at Sinai is & central event in the 0ld Testament. ~Llso
note the many other references to the Covenant in the 0ld Testament.l

The waterial on the ratificatlon of the Covenant is found in
Exodus 2L, In ilnterpreting this eveat we shall also consider Exodus 19,
32=3L, Leviticus 1-93 and 16-17,

The story begins with Israel's arrival at Mount Sinai, God
talked %o Moses and informed him that He was going to make = Covenant
with Israel,

Exodus 1933=063

And Vioses went up to God, and the Lord czlled him out of the

mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the people of Xisrael: You have seen what I did to

the Egyptians, and how I bere you on eagles' wings, and Lrought

you to myself, DNow therefore, if you will obey my voice and

keep my Covenant, you shall be my own possessicn among all

peopless for il the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a

Itingdom of priests and a holy nation., These ars jhe words

which you shell speak to the children of Israel,.”

When Moses anncunced this to the Children of Israel, they answersd,
BAll that the Lord has spoken we will do."? Then God told the people
to prepare %o meet Him after three days., Their preparation included
cleansing their bodies and clothing, During this time, they wers
warned %o stay away from the mountain under penalty of death.h

On the third day, God ciéme down on the mountain displaying

His glory to Israel, Once again He warned the Israelites that any=-

lRobart Young, "Covenant," Analytical Concordance to the Bible (21lst

Anerican Edition. MNew York: Funk and Wagnalls Gompeny, N.O.)s DP. 208-
209,

2ixodus 1933-6.
3Exodus?19:8.
M odus 19:10-13,
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one who attempted to come into His presence would be des-
tmyed.5

Then God spoke the Ten Commandments to Israel, and was inter-
rupted when they became afrald and ran sway, He then agreed to
continue the revelation of the Law through Hoses.® Then He revealed
the penaliies for transgressing the commandments, which ended with
the gommand to completely drive out the people of Canaan,?

Then God permitted the priests and elders to come up on the
movntain, bub they were still forced to worship God from a distance.
Only Moses could come into Hls presence, "The others shall not come
near, amd the pecple shall not come up with him" 8

After this experience, Moses repeated “all the words of the Lord
and all the ordinances®; and the people agreed to keep them. Then he
wrote all of the words of the Lord. The next morning he built an
altar, and sent the young men of Israel (¢ sacrifice bwrnt offerings
and peace offerings to the lord. Ha’j.i' of the blood from the sacrifices
was saved in vessels, Half was poured out on the altar. DMoses took
the book of the Cowenznt, read it %o the people, and they replied,
a1l that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient."

Then Mose= took the blood and threw 1t upon the people, and said,

Shxodus 19:16-25,
ORrodus 20:18-22,
TExodus 2123,

alkcodus 2h1-2,
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“"Behold the blood of the Covenant which the Lord has made with you in

accordance with all these words."?

Exodus 2L:9-11:

Keil

Then loses and haron, Hadab, and ibihu, and seventy of the elders

of Israel went up, and they saw the Uod of Israecl; and there was under
his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stoney; like the very hsave

en for clearness, &nd he did not lay his hand on the Bhief men of the
people of Israelj they beheld Uod,; and ate and drank.l

The beat discussion of this event that I have found is in %the
and Delitzsch Commentary.

The ceremony described in vve 3-11 i3 called "the Covenant which
Jenovah made with Isrsel™ (ver. 8). It was opened by loses, who
recited to the people "all the words of Jchovah"., . . . 3 wheree
upon the people answered ungnimously. « « « 5 "all the words which
Jehovah hath apoken will we do.” This constituted the preparation
for the conclusion of the Covenant. It was necessary that the
people should not only know what the Lord imposed upon them in the
Covenant abou®% to be made with them, and what He promised them, but
that they should also declare their willingness to perform what

wus imposed upon them. « « « The next day. . . « he built an
“lber, « o o » and erecled twslve boundary stones or pillars for
the twelve tribes, . . « 80 a3 Lo prepare the soil upon which
Jehovah was about to enter into union with the twelve trides. is
the alter indicated the presence of Jehovah, being the plcece where
the Lord would come to His people to bless them (chapter 20:2L), :
8¢ the twelve pillars. « « « were o indicute the place of the twelve
tribes, and represent their presence alsoc. - Verse 5, after

the foundation and soil had been thus prepared in the place of
sucrifice, for the fellowship which Jehovah was about to establish
with His people; koses tent young m8n. « « » Lo prepsre the
gacrifices, and directed them to offer burnt offering ande + « »
peace offerings for Jehovah., « o ¢ The blood was divided into

w0 peérts. OUne-half was swung by lMoses upon the altar. « « <}

the other half he put in basins, and after he had resd the book

of the Covenant to the people, and they had promised to do and
follow all the words of Jehovah, he sirinkled it upon the people
with these words: “Behold the blood of the Covenant; which

Jehovah has made with you over all these words." . « « « The
division of the blood had refsrence to the two parties to the
Covenant, who were to be brought by the Covenant into a living
unitys « o o o 1t wos a division of one blood, and that secrificial
blood, in which animal life was offered instead of human life,
makin; expiation as a pure life for sinful men, and by virtues

of this expiation restoring the fellowship between God and man

FExodus Zl:3-8,

0 :
FRodus 211 $9=11,

P
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wnich had been destroyed by sin . « « « Thus the people were
received , . . . 1into the fellowship of the divine grace manifested
upon the altar, in order that, through the power of this s8in for=-
giving and sin destroying grace, they might be sanctified to a

new &nd holy life « « « « In the blood sprinkled upon the alter,
the natural 1life of the people was given up to God, as = 1life thal
had passed through death, to be pervaded by His grace; and then
through the sprinkling upon the people it was restored to them again,
as a life renewed by the grace of God, In this way the blood not
only became a bond of union between Jehovah and His people, but as
the blood of the Covenant, it became & vital power, holy and divine,
uniting Israel and its God; and the sprinkling of the people with
the blood was an actusl renewal of lifey, a transposition of Israel
into the kingdom of God, in which 1% wes £illed with the power of
God's spirit of grace, and sanctified into a kingdom of priests, a
holy nation of Jehovah (chapter 19:6) . . . . vers. $-11. Through
their consecration with the blood of the Covenant, the Israelites
were qualified to ascend the mountein, and there behold the God of
Tsreel and celebrate the Covenant meal; of course, not the whole

of the people; « « « » but the nation in the persons of its
representatives. « « « "They saw the CGod of Israel.! This title is
very appropriately given to Jehovah here, beceuse He, the God of
e fathers, had become in truth the God of Israel through the
Govenant, "He laid not His hand upon the nobles of Israel,” i.e.
aid not attack vhem. "They saw CGod, and did eat and dri nk,“ i.e,
they celebrated thus nesr Hin the sacrificial meal of the peace
offeringsy, « « « « and received in this Covenant meal a foretaste
of the precious and glorious gifts with which God would endow and
refresh Hiz redeemed people in His Kingdom.

Here we see how God, in simple undersft.&ndable steps, formed His
Covenant with Israel, and taught them the meaning of the Covenant
relationship. First He informed them of His intention of making a
Coveneant with them, in which they would be His kingdom of priests
and holy nation. Then He manifested His glory to them, and, by the
order to stay off the mountain and tﬁe glving of the Léw, God taught
them the lesson of His unapproacha‘ole- holiness and awakened within
them the conscicusness of their sinfulness, Then in the blood of the

Covenant God gave them the forgiveness of sins, and brought them into

116, F. Keil and F. Delitassch, "The Fentateuch," Biblical Cormentea
on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, ifichigen: Wi. B. Berdmen's rublishing

Company, 1951), LI, 156-160,
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fellouship with Him. The exact nature of this fellowship was exemplified
by the elders of lsrael eating and drinking in the very presence of God.
Se, by the formation of the Covenznt, which occured when God
forgave the sins of Israel, Cod and Israel became one., In this
Covenant bthe Isreelite would duell in the sphere of CGod’s sinforgiving
grace,
To demonstrate the reality of this fact more clearly and to keep
it constantly in the consciousness of the ﬁaople God told HMoses to
have Isreel build s sovchucry for Him where "I may dwell in their
midste 'L
While iloses was on the mcunt#in receiving the insiructions for
the tabernacle, Israel broke the Covenant by making and worshipping
the golden calf.13 God threatened to destroy Isrsel for this siu.lh
Hosos intercaded for Israel, "and the Lord repented of the evil whisch
He thought to do to His people."ls Then Hoses went down %o the
people, By breaking the two tablets of the Law, he demonstrated o
the people what they had done to their Covenent with God. 6 3y the
dastruc%ioﬁ of those who refused to return to God; he taught them the
terribleness of their idolatry.lT Thus he led them to repeﬁtancs.

When they repented, he returned to God to make atonement for their

ryodus 2538,
135xodus 32:1-6.
lhﬁxodus 3237-10,
13 xodus 32:11-2).
Wiods 32:15-20.
HMpxodus 32125-28,
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sin.la Thereupon the Lord declared that He had forgiven His repentant
people; "and He said, 'My presence will go with you and I will give
you rest.’l9 Then God explained the meaning of His name Jahwe
to Hoses; "I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will
show mercy tc whom I will show mercy."20 And again He explained the
name Jahwe to Mosesy "The Lord, the Lord (is) a God merciful and
grecious, slow to anger, and abounding in stezdfast love and faithful-
nessy keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and

n2l

transgression and sin. After this proclametion of mercy, tod

renewed the Covenant; "Beholdy; I make a Covenant "2

In the occurences of this event we see how Isrzel's idolatry
inflamed God’s wrath, how Israel's repsntance awakened His love and
mercy. Here we have a basic revelation of the essence of God., He is
gracious and merciful, as well as holy. And He pours out this grace
and mercy in the form of forgiveness of sins upon those who sre in the
Covenant of His grace.

Thereafter Israel completed the tabernacle.23 And God demonstrated

the reality of the Covenant unity that existed between Himself and

18pxodus 32:30.
1pyodus 33:1k.

2°Exodus 33:19 (Note that this is expressed in the same form as
the "I am who I am" of Exodus 3:1li).

zlExodus 3L:6-7,
22Exodus 34310,
23k odus 35:1-40130,
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Israel by coming to dwell in the tabernasele. "Then the cloud coverad

the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord f£illed the tabarnacle, "2l

Leviticus 1-7 describes the sacrificizl system which Uod instituted

d

n Israel., Through the yritual of this system Cod daihéred to Israel

the conbtinuous reality of forgivensss, The sacrificial system is nothing

wore or less then an extension of that great event that took place at
Sinat, when Yod declared Israel holy by the shedding of the "bloed of
the Covenant,

In this description of the sacrﬁfic{al system we find f£ive
different offerings mentioned: the burnt-offering, the cereal=offering,
the peace-ofiering, the sin-offering, and the guilt-offering. Two of
these, the burnt-ofiering and the peace=offering were instituted in
the ratification of the Covenent (EBxodus 2L). In the description of
these two cfferings there, we assums that the burnt-ofrfering oifered
and demonsbrated the forgiveness of sins, and the pesce-offering which
was eaten in Uod's presence demonstrated the fellowship that now
existed bebtween Yod and Isfael. The first was an atonement sacrificeg
the other a communion sacrifice.

This corresponds with their description in Leviticus. The burmte
offering was to be killed, its blood thrown on the altar, its flesh
burnad. The offerer was to bring it %o the door of the tebernacle,

lay his hand upon its heed, "and it shall be accepted for him to make

atonenment for him.“25 Taus the burnteofifering is described as & general

2hExodua L0s 3k,
25Teviticus 1:3-9,

I8 21
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atonement sacrifice. It was to be used as it was used at the ratification
of the Covenant to atone for the sfns of the congregation or the individ#
ual, The peace-offering was to be killed; its blood thrown ageinst the
altar, and its fat burned on the altar. The offerer was to bring it to
the deoor of the tabernacle, lay his hand uvpon its head, and eat the

26

flesh on that same day. Thus the peuce=offcring is described as a
communion sacrifice by means of which Cod and the offerer partook of the
sacyifice together. It was to be used as 1% was used at the ratification
of the Covenani to demonstrate the fellowship that existed betwsen God
and the offerer,

The first new offering instituted ig the cergal-offering. It

C < B L]
' &

consisted of flour mixed with oi1927 and evidently accompanied a peace=
offering.ae Since it was not eaten by the offerer, it was evidently
not part of the commwnion secrifice, It probably signified the consecration
of the offersr's produce to the CGod wﬁo had given it.

The second new offering instituted in Leviticus was the sin offering.
If an Israelite sinned unconsciously, when he bscame consciocus of his
transgression, he was to bring a sin-offering. The offerer brought it
to the door of the tabernacle, laid his hand on 1ts head, and killed it.
The priest aprﬁnkled‘its blood eithsr on the hnorns on the altar of
incense or on the horns of the altar of burnt-offering. Its fuat was

burned, and the rest of the carass was disposed or in & clean placs

2015viticus 3:1-17 and 7:11-18,

27 "
Leviticus 2:1-10,

aaLeviticus 7312-1k,
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outside the camp., "And the priest shall make abonement for him, and
he ghall be rnrgiveniu29 S0 the sin~offering was intended to explate
for unconsciocus sins,.

Tha third neu offering instituted in leviticus was the guilt-offer=-
ing, If an Isrzelite sinned either consciously or unconsciously in
natters prescribed by the judgment or cersmonial rituals of the Law
or if he had committed a conscious sin 2zainst the property of his
neighbor, he was to offer a guilt-offering. In the latter case he

was o restore what he had taken to the one he had wronged, adding

[<4)

£ifeh pert to 4it. ?his effering consisted of & ram of a certain
value, The offerer brought the sacrifice, confessed the sin which

he had comeitied, and the priest made atonement for his sin and

he was ror@i?en.ja So the guilﬁwoffering was intended to explate

some unconseious sins and sins against the property of ths neighbor,

In general, it expiated those sins which did not regquire a more serious
genalty under the stipulations of the Law,

In the saerificial ritual preseribved in Leviticus there is a
continvation of the two sacrifices instituted at the ratificabion of
the Covenant, and the addition of other sacrifices by which specific
8ins could bs atoned, The purpese of the sacrificial system was to
condinue the holiness of the individual who was sanctified at lMount

Sinai, by coniinually forgiving his sins, which did not carry a penalty

29Leviticus hil=35, ¥
30 oviticus 5:1-617 and 7:1-T,
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of death or excommunication, Through ¢his system the gracious and
merciful God offcred forgiveness of sins, so that repentent sinners
could maintain the Covenant unity with God thet had been established
when the Covenant was ratvifiled,

In Leviticus 8=9 we find the historical account of the ordimation
of the priesthood. They were chosen by Uod to mediate the sacrificilel
system, Tae ritusl of ordination concludéd by God sending out fire
from dis presence %o consume the first sacrifices offered by the new
ordained pri eathood s+

By this act, Yod placed His stamp of approval on the priesthood
and the systen of sacrifice which they medicted., Here He tausht Israel
this is the nethod of sin atonement thzt pleases Me, Here He gave
them the ussurence thet this system of atonement, instituted and
preseribed by Him, would be efficacious,

In Leviticus 16 CGod gave the ritual snd purpcse of the Day of
Atonement. The ceremony of this day was the culminating event of the
sacrificiel sysiew, The High priest first atoned for himself by
offering a bull as a sin-offering, and sprinkling its blocd on the
nercy seat in the noly of holies. Then he killed the goat of
sin=offering which was for the people, snd sprinkled its blood upon
the nercy seat. Thus he made "atonement for the holy place" which
was defiled "because of the uncleanness of the people of Isruel, and
because of their transgressions, all their sins." Then he also

sprinkled some of the blood of the bull and the goat on the altar,

- 3reviticus 912k,
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Thus he made "ztonement for it « . « « and cleansed and hollowed it
32
il

e

from the uncleanness of the people of Isracl,’
The deseription of these events convinces me that in the system
of sacrifice God wanted to teach Israel the fact of forgiveness by i
transferval of sin, The sinner transferred nis sin to his animal
subs¢itute by lzying his hand on ibs head, and perhaps confessing
nis sin. The sin was transferred to the altar by the spriakling
of the animal’s blood on 3t. OUnce a year, the altar that had bee
come unclean by reason of the sins placed on it throughout the year
was cleeénsed and the sins were trunsferred to the mercgy seat. The
augthor of tho Epistle to the Hebrews.intimates they remained there
until that one greut Day of stonement when the Son of CGod died "once é
for all et the end of the age to pub away s‘n by the sacrifice of |
hiMSelf."33
The material of the ratification of the Covenant concludes with

the description of significance of blood as it is stated in Leviticus

17:11, "Fopr ﬁhe 1life of the flesh is in the blocd; and I have given
1t for you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls (lives)j
for it is the blood that makes atonement. . . . for the life.” Here
the obviocus idea is that @ wman who sinned fbrfeited his life, By ;
God's grace, he was allowed to substitute an animal's 1ife as & symbol
for his own. This life was given, when its blood was poured out.

By the szerificial death of the animal the sin was atoned and the

sinner forgiven and permitted to retain his life,

Frevitious 16:1-21.
FHebreus 9:1-26.
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In the ratification of the Covenant God proclaimed Himself to
be & grzcious and merciful God, who shows His mercy by forgiving sins,
By means of the blood of the Covenant He gave forglveness of sins o
Israel and brought these people into fellowship with Himself., A
fellowship that was constantly sigaifisd by His dwelling in their
midst, And a fellowship that was maintained by the sacrificiel system

through which Uod continued to forgive Israel's sins.
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CHAFTFR V

THE CONQUEST OF CAHALN

The ¢onguest of Canasan is referred 4o in the proclametions chosen |
in the fellowing passages,
Joshua 2l38-13s

Tnen I vrovght you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the
other side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and I gave them
into your hend, and you teck possession of their land, and I
destroyed them before you. Then Beslak the son of Zippor, king
of Voaswb, crose and fought against Israel; and he sent and invited
SBzlaam the son of Peor to curse you, but I would not listen to
Halaam; tvherelfore nhe blessed you; so I delivered you out of ais
nand, 4nd you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and

the men of Jepicho fought against you, &nd also the Amorites,

the Ferinzites, the Cenaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites,
the Hivites, snd the Jebusites; and I gave thewm into your hand.
Lnd I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before
yous Uhe two kings of the imoritesy it was not by your sword or
by your bow, L gave you a land on which you had not labored,

and cities which you had not built, and you dwell therein; you
eub the frult of vineyards and oliveyards which you did not plant,

Jeremiah 11:5%

That I may perform the ocath which I swore to your fathers o
give them & land flowing with milk and honey, s av this dgy.

Fsalm 105:hiss
And he gave them the lands of the nations; énd they took possession
of the fruit of the peoples' toil,

Nehemiah $:22-25:

4nd thou didst give them kingdoms and peoples, and didst llot to
them every cornmer; so they took possession of the land of Sihon
king of Heshbon and the land of Og king of Bashan., Thou dids%
multiply thelr descendants as the star of heaven, snd thou didsi
bring them into the land which thou hadst told their fathers to
enter and possess. OSo the descendants went in and possessed the
land, and thou didst subdue vefore them the inhabitants of the
land, the Canaanites, and didst give them into their hands, with
their kings and the peoples of the land, that they might do with
them as they would. &£nd they captured fortified cities and a
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rich land, and took posseasion of houses full of all good things,

cisterns neuwn out, vineyerds, olive orchards and fruit trees in

abundence; 80 they ute, and were filled and became fat, and

delighted themselves in thy great goodness.,

The events of the Conquest are recorded in Numbers 10:11-1l:38; 213
Joshua 1-12,

A little over a year after Israol left Egypt God commanded losee

B When

to lesve Sinai &nd lead the people toward the promised land,
they came to Kadesh, they sent spies to investigate the land.? They
returned &nd reported, "We came to the land to which you sent us; it
flows with nilk aend honey. « « o fet the people who dwell in the land
are strong, and tho cities are fortified and very large; and besides,

we saw the descendunts of Lnak 1:.11er*ce."3 Caleb, one of the spies, said,
"Let us go up at once, and occupy ity for we are well able to overcome
it."h But the other men who had gone up with hin sald, "We are not

able %o go up sgainst the peoplej for they are stronger than *e.-e."s'

The people of Israel were dismayed at this report, and determined
to choose new leaders and return to Egypt.(’ "Then the glory of the
Lord appeared, « « « &nd the Lord said to iloses, ", . « + I will strike
them with the pestilence and disinherit them,"T loses interceded
for Israel, and asked Cod to forgive them. Then the Lord said, "I

Lijumbers 10:11-13,
Zubers 13:1-20.
Siunbers 13:27-28.
hl‘~It.|ml:»era 13:30.
SNumbers 13131.
6liumbers 1h4:1-10.
TNumbera 14:10-12,
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have pardoned (forgiven), according to your word."8 However, God
decreed that the generation that rebelled would have to wander in
the wilderness until they had died, then their children would be
permitted to go up and take the 1and.9

The people remained in the wilderness of Sinai for approximatsly
forty years, until the Kadesh rebsls were dead, then they returned
to Kadesh,10 Insteed of leading them directly into the land from
the south, Cod led them to %he Fasb, south of the Dead Sea, into
the territory east of the Jordun River, Here they conguered Sihon,

12

king of the Ambrites,ll and Og, the king of Bashan, This lend

wes assigned to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and one-half of the tribe

e Y 3 - s ' 3
of Hanuasseh &3 their 1nneritance.lJ

These victoriss were evidently
intendsd %o encourage the people for the conguest of Canaan,
4% this point loses died.lh Joshua became the new leader of

Israel.ls Under the leadership of Jogshua and by means of & miracle

Stumbers 1l:13-20.
“umbers 14:21-38.
10Numbers 20:1,
llﬁumbers 21:21-26,
12Number3 21:31=-35,
Numbers 32,
lhDeuteronomy 34,

lsﬂeuteronomy 31:23,
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wrought by Cod, Israel crossed the Jorden River when it was at flood

16

stags. Following Cod's plan, they overcame and destroyed the city

of Jericho.l‘ The conquest was halted briefly by the sin of ichan,

but continued successfully, after he hed been killed, with the conquest
18

of Ai.~" When the inhabitante of Gibeon heerd what had happened to

dericho and 44, they saved themselves by tricking Israel to make &

o s . 3
covenant with ohem.”9

When the kings of Southern Caznacn heard of the
defectbion of the Cibeonites, they formed an sllisnce and came up %
destroy thelir c¢ity. dJoshua came to the aid of the Gilbeonites; :znd in
& severe battle, in wnich God assisted Israel by throwing "down grest
stones from heaven' and increasing the length of the day, he overcame
the kings of the Southern Alli&nce.20 Then Israel conquered Makkedah,
Libnah, Lachish, Bglon, Hebron, and Debir, and destroyed their
inhavitants,
Joshua 10:40-4L3:
Se Joshua defeated the whole land, the hill country and the Hegeb
and the lowland and the slopes, and all their kingsi he left none
rem2ining, but vtterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord
God of Isrzel commended, and Joshua defeated them from Kadeshe
barnea %o Gaza, and all the country of Uoshen, as fer as Gibeorn,
And Joshus took all these kings and their land at one time, be=

cause the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel. Then J°5933
returned, and a1l Isrcel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

16505hua 3=lis
17Joshua 6.
1aJoshua T=8.
Joshue 9:3-27,
20J0shua 10:1-15.

21 Joshua 10:L0<h3.
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Then the kings of Northern Canaan formed an elliance against

22

Israsl, God promised Joshua the victory over them, dJoshua

attacked them, and the Lord delivered them into his hand.23 Thers=
after Joshua conﬁuered the city of Hazor, and all of the cities of
the kings of Northern Canasn who formed an alliance against Israel.eh
Joghua 11:16-23;

So Joshuza took all that land, the hill country and all the Hegeb
and all the land of Goshen and the lowland and the Arabzh and the
i1l country of Israel and 1ts lowland from lHount Halak, that
rises towsrd Seir, as far as Baelgad in the valley of Lebanon
below Mount Hermon. #nd he took &ll their kings, and smote them,
and pub them to death. Joshva mede war a long time with all
those kings. There was not a city that made peace with ths
people of Isreel, except the divites, tne inhabitents of Uibeony
they took &1l in battle, For it was the Lord's doing to harden
their heszrts that they should come against Israel in batile, in
order that they should be utterly destroyed, &nd should recelve
no mercy but be exterminated, as the Lord commanded iHoses,
4nd Joshus came ab that time, and wiped out the anzkim from the
nill eountry, from debron, from Debir, from &nab, and from all
the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill country of Isreel;
Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities. There wss none
of the Anakim left in the land of the geople of Israel; only
in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some remein. So Joshua took
the whole land, according to 21l that the Lord had spoken to
Hosesy and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Isrsel according
to their tribel allotments. 4nd the land had rest from war.2

The sccount of the conquest 18 summed up in Joshua 12 by means of
a list of all the kings that Israel defeated, The fact that the cone
quest was not entirely completed is pointed out in Joshua 13:1-6. But

a% this point Joshua was commanded to "divide the land for an inheritance

22Joshua 11:1-5,

23
Joshua 11:6-9, :

2hJo§hua 11:10-15, ' ¢

25 Joshua 11316=23.
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to the nine tribes and helf the tribe of Manasseh!20 e read that
Joshua complied with their request in chapters 14-19,

Joshua cummed up the events of the conquest and pointed cut the
work that yet remained to be done in a farewell speech to the elders
of Ispasl. Ue gave God the full credit for the conguest, and stated
that Gu;;l would continue to drive out the people before Israel uniil
they possessed the entire land that God had promised them, 21

ddress concludes with the words:

3
e
e
@
)

Joshua 23311168

And now I am about to go the way of all the eurth, and you know

in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one thing has falled
of all the good things which the Lord your Cod promised concerning
youg all have come to pass for you, not one of them has failed,
But just as all the good things which the Lord your God promised
concerning you heve bsen fulfilled for you, sc the Lord will brinz
upon you all the evil things, until he have destroyed you from off
this zoed land which the Lord your God has given you, if you
wrens;ress the Covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded
you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them., Then the
anzer of the Lord will be kindled against you, and you shall 23
perish quickly from off the good land which he has given to you."

Here Joshua points out that God had kepﬁ His Covenant promises by
empowering Israel to take the land, He instructs them that Uod will
contimie to keep His promises as long as Israsl remains faithful to
the Covenant. _

In the conquest of Canasn God taught Israel that He was ready
to use His power for her in order to fulfill His promises to her. In
the future, every Israelite could trust this same God to do the same

thing for him as long as he remained true to tLhe Covenant.

26Joshua 13:7.
27J0shua 23:1-13.
28 Joshua 23:1L-16.
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CHAPTER VI
THE STQEIIFICANCE OF THIS INVESTIGATION FOR OLD TRSTAMENT STUDY

YWe have found and discussed the essential elements of the Covenant
between Cod and Israel, Ve have demonstrated that these elements are
discussed in the proclamation of the Covenant by Joshua, a former
prophets by & Psalnist from the time of the United Kingdomj by Jeremiah,
a lavter prophet; and by Ezra after the Exile. In the numerous refer=
ences indicated with each essential element of the Covenant; we have
shown that that element is referred to many t:I.meé throughout the 0ld
Testament. Certainly this demonstrates that the Covenent with Israel
is a constantly recurring theme in a1l the 0ld Testament Books,

It may bo impossible to demonstrate that the various 0ld Testament
Books are nothing more than an expansion of this Old Covenant Kerygma,
as Dr, Hunter cleims for the New Testament. But I believe that it is
possible to show that this 0ld Covenant Kerygma 1s found in and is the
central idez of most of the Books of the 0ld Testament. In this dis=-
cussion we shsll follow the Jewish arrangement of the Books of the 0ld
Covenant,

In the f£irst four Books of the Torah we find a description of the
Covenant with Isracl. The Book of Uenesis tells us how God prepared
to make the Covenant with Israel. The Books of Exodus, Leviticus, and
Numbers describe this Covenent. Because of the rebellion at Kadesh,
the conquest of Canaan was mstpOned,l but a8 we have shown it is an

essential element., Had the rebellion of Israel not occurred it would

J'Hmnbers .
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have been more closely connected with the other elements of the Covenant.
The Book of Jsuteronomy claims to be an interpretetion of the Covenant
given by Hoses to the second generation of Israelites.® As such i% is
bthe first kerygmatic proclamation of the Old Covenant, end it is the
nost extendod one, Anyone who reads Deuteronomy in its position in the
Seripbures and without preconceived notions concerning its origin must
agree that it is an intsrpretation of the Covenant between God and
Israsl, iafteinly it is rothing wore than an expansion of the 0id
Coven.an’a keryoma,

In the four Books of the Former Prophets we have the History of thie

. Covenunt as 1t developed in the following centuries. The Book of Joshua

records the fulfillment of the final element of the Covenant, at the
end of the Zook we [ind the second proclamation of the Uld Covenant.
In his ferewell address, which is much like Moses' farewell address only
shorter, Joshuz restutes the Covenant probably for the benefit of the
third generstion of Covenant people.3

In the sense that Joshua concludes the Covenant revelation 1%
should be joined with the Torash. It is part of God's original revelation
to the Covenant people. In its last two chapters its similarity to
Deuteroncmy is evident. Both are prophetic proclamations of the
essentisl elements of the Covenant urging Covenant faith. In this
sense we believe it permissible and even advisable to speak of a

Hexateuch,

2Deuter0nnmy 131-5,
3Jostua 23-2,
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The other three Books of the "Former Frophets" were written by
men who had one eye on the First Commandment and the other on Leviticus
twenty-six., The First Commandment saild, "Zou must be my people and I
mus$ be your only Uod." TLeviticus twenty-six promised; if you remain
true to the Covenant relation, I will bless you, 4f you break 1t I
will punish you. Judges; depicts the punisiment that Jahwe visited
on apostate Israel, Samiel depicts the blessing bestowed on Israel,
when she returned to the Lord, Kings traces the apostacy of Israel,
beginning with Solomon's idolatry, to 4ts final punishuent - the
Aggyrisn and Dabylonisn captivities. The thesis of the prophets'! who
wrote these books is sumned up in II Kiogs 17, after the fall of
Samaria,

This was so, because the people of Israel had sinned against the

Lord their Uod, who had brougat them up cut of the land Egypbte « o «

They did wicked things, provoking the Lord to anger, and they

served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, "You shall mot

do this," "fet the Lord warned Israel and Judah by every prophet
and every seer, seying, 'Turn from your evil ways and keep my

Commandment@. . » ' But they would not listen. « « « They

despised, » o o his Covenant that he made with their fathers,

and the warnings which he gave thems . . o they sold themselves

t do evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking him to anger,

Therefore the Lord removed them ouf, of his sight.”

Here also we have the purposé'of the "Latter Prophets" before the
Exile described, They were sent to warn Israel against apostacy and
to procleim God's invitation, "Return to your God.” They are with
few exceptions Covenant preschers., The sin they condemn is idolairy,
The punishment they threaten is destruction. The one way out is

"Return to the Lord.," Their promises is "return will result in blessing,"

h:IZI Kings 17:7-18.
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Theilr text is Exodus 20:3 and Leviticus twenty-six. They were called to

proclaim the nessage of those two chapters to Israel.? Even the exceptions

proclalm in a message alreedy contained in the Covenant revelation,
Obadiah's message is as old as God's revélation %o Rebekah "Tuo nations
are in your womby . . . the elder shall serve this youﬁ;;er."é
the purpose of the Dook of Jonah miht be, it reveals the gracious and
merciful God of FExodus 3,‘_-,.7 Hahum s 8 vivid example of God's word %o
Abraham, "Him who curses you I will enrse,"d

The pest-axilic prophets did not heve to face the problem of oren
idolatry, but they did condemn the people for fafiling to give total
alleziance to God, 4And their messaere 1s still the same, Discbedience
Yo the Covenaent will result in punishment. Covenant obedience will
result in blessin _-,-,9 ;

The "Sacred writings" are not as intirmately connected with the

lorah as are the prophetic writings. Ilowever the essential elemsnts

of the Covenant are constantly mirrored in them. 7The Fselms that would
not £it under the "Gattungen" of the essential elements of the Covenant

-are few. The lessons -od taught in the Formation of the Covenant are

the central messages of the Psalms. Israel is God's Feople; God dew

livers from @1l enemies; God directs His people by His Law; God and He

éﬁenesis 25:23.

7Compare Cxodus 3436 and Jonah L2,
nGenests 12:3.

quaggai 2:15-19; Zech. 1:l-6; lal, 3:6-12,

Wnatever




only forgives; Cod overcomes all cbstacles for His people; are the

consbanbly recurring themes in this hymn-bool and prayer-bock of Israel,
In the VUisdom Literature, ineluding Bcclesiastes, the Spirit of {
the Law is applied %o all areas of life, even %o those not speciflically
treated in the Lew of the Covenant, Tae Book of Proverbs sets forth
the will of the Covenant Uod in all areas of 1ife, and teaches that
obedience ¢o this Will will result in blessing, while disobedience will
bring punisiment. The Boolt of Job teaches that the righteous man is
the man who renders Covenant CObedience without regard for the consequences,
The Book of Neglosisstes tells us that God's revelationy not human wisdom,
is the basis for a God pleasing relationship with Gods Their ous theme
is that the feay of the Lord, borne at Sirai, is the chief thing in
Wisdon, Y
In the "Rolls," except for Beclesiastes and the Song of Solowmon, !
the Covenant theme 1s not eo readily agparent. Ecclesicstes we have
discussed above, It still seems to us that that interpretation that. .
interprets the Song of Solomon a5 & Tove song which descrives ths
intimate relationship of the Covenant God and His Covenant pecple is
the best interpretation thst has been offered for this difficult Bock.
In the posteexilic historical Books the Covenant theme is as
apparent as 1% was in the pre-exilic histories. That faith in the

Covenant God 45 vindicated 1s the message of the first half of Daniel.

mf’rov. 1:1=7; Job 38=42; Eecl. 12:12-1&5 Cf. the messags of these
chapters with Deut. 5:22-23.
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' In Daniel's prayer {or Israel the Covenant theme of the earlier prophets

is cvalrrt.r:al.1:iL

Bera an@ Nehemish were written to show us that the Covenant God
did save a remnant of the Covenant people with whom He continued the
Covenanb. He brought them back from capbivity as He had delivered
their fathers before them. He settled ‘t‘nem in their land as He had
settled Tsrael in the days of Joshua. His Word was their Law. They,
following the example of their fathers, made a sﬁi‘c Covenant with Uod,l?

In my opinion, the Zook of Chronicles, was written about the time
of the retura from Babylon, 1% contains the information the leaders
of this btimne needed to re-establish Israel in Falestine. They had to
deternine the &Lbrahamic and Levitigal descent of the return people

3 1 :
and priestsy ™ reinstitute the worship of Jahwe; * and institute the

[

gread lesson of prophetic history, apostacy brings destruction (II Chron,
9=36), The essentials of the Covenant constently appear in this Book,
irrespective of opinions of date and authorship.

This brief overview should suffice to demonstrate that & central
theme of the Old Testament Books is the Covenant between Yod and Isrsel
and %o demonstrate that the essential elements of the Covenant appear
again and again in these Books. It was the author's purpese to determine

if this were true and to set forth evidence of this fast. On the basis

nDanisl 9:3<19,
Lyehemiah 9:6-38.
l-BCf « purpose of genealogical lfists. I Chron. 1-9.

u‘Cf. the emphasis on temples and worship. I Chron. 20:29 and
II Chron, 1-8,
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of the evidence presented, wa feel that the unifying factor of the 0ld

Testament is the Covenant made between CGod and Israsel at Mt, Sinai,

In the essentbilal elements of this Covenand ws nave the revelation

of God’s saving purposes as He revealed them to the Church in the \

childhood periocd of iis existence. It was a simple revelationy because ; '

each step had to be self-explanatory., It was & legalistic revelationg '

L

because it was inte

nded to disciplins the Church in the childhood

period of its existence, It was a typical revelationj because its

evenbs and characters were intended to prefigure the greater events
and ch a.zf.. vs of the New Covenant, I{ was a prophetic revelaticn;

because ite one purposs was o point toward the final revelation of

God in Jesus Christ, This made the U)d Covenant & transitory

Covenant, which was fulfilled and replaced by the Hew Covenant. But

this revelation is of vital interest to New Testament Christians for

without 1t we cannot fully comprehend God's plan of Salvation as it

was revealod in its final forms to the New Testament Church.
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