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throuzh I'ioses.(’ 8o, from here on Hoses mediated the Law to the
pecple.
There are many repebitions in the laws that follow, In maeny
instances & law is recorded in connection with the historical event

which caused God to reve:l %, In our presentaticn of the Law, we

shell try to onlt the repetitions and historical msterisl. 4lso it
will e necessury to summarize the materisl in sections.

fxodus 20=23 gives the penalties that God lmpesed on those wno
broke the Commandiaents. The desth penaliy is impesed for murder;?
striking ov cursing parenta ;8 k-?_dnappiug;‘) aoréery;m idola‘bry.ll

<

The "eye for eye" penalty or sume penality equivalent to it is to be

12

-

lupoged for personal injury. The penalfy for thefti was repsying
twice, cometines more, the amount stolen.lj Feyment in kind was

.
requirad for any loss which one caused his neig-zbor.m

Included in this section on penaltics is the command to drive

oub 2ll the inhabitants of the land of Canaan, to make no Covenuant

5Beuterczmw 5312231,
Tixodus 21:12.

Opxodus 21:15-17.

9Exodus 21:16.

10nx0dus 22119,

Unxodus 22:20,

12vodus 2211827,

Lpyodus 2211, 34,
Uipyodus 21:33-35; 22:5<15,
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with them or their gods. &nd the purpose for this is stated; "Lesb

they make you sin against mej for if you serve their gods, it will
suraly be a snare %o yau.”ls

In Bxodua 25-31, God gave the rules for the constructicn of the
Tabernacle and 1ts furnishings. It waes to be a sancbuary where God
could dwell in the midst of Israel and it was to be constructed

16

according to the pattern that God showed Hoses, The secticn con=

cludes with & command to Ireep the Sabbath, with the penalty of death
imposed on these who profane $he 17

Iaviticus 1ll-lli deals with the lauws of ceremonizl uncleanness.
Certain foods wers unclean. Women who had borne children wers unclean,.
Lepers were unclean. People who had & discharge from the body were
unclean., The period of uncleanness in each case 1s stated along with
the rules for purification. The purpose for these regulations is
stated in chapter 15:31. "Thus you shell keep the people of Israsl
separate fyron their uncleunness, lest they die in their uncleanness
by defiling my tebernacle that is in their midst.”

Leviticus 17-27, excluding chapter 26, can best be divided into
three sections,

Laviticus 17-20 deals primarily with Commendaents whoss trans-

gressions demand the pensliy of death or expulsion {rom the community.

B Exodus 23:31=33,
163xodus 22189,
1TExodus 31:12-17.
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i!arlotry,la aglving one's seed to I'Io}.ech,19 and lying with a beast2®
are sins mentioned here for the first time that demend the death

renzlty. Sating blcoa;zl eating sacrificiel meat &fter the specified

1,

tine3°“ and marrying certain relatives?®s ars sins that demanded the

venalty of expuleion from the Holy Community.
The purpose for inflicting these penalties is given in Leviticus
18s2l=303

Do not defile yourselves by any of these things, for by &ll these
the nations I am casting oub befcore youw defilsd themselvesj and
the land became defiled, so that I punished itz iniguity, end the
land vonsited cut its inhabitents, But you shell keep my statutes
and my ordinances and do none of these abominations, either the
native or the stranger who sojourns among you (for all of these
avoninations the men of the lend did, who were before you, so that
the land became deflled)s lest the land womit you oub, when you
deifile 1%, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. For
whosver shall do any of these abominaticns, the porsons that do
them shall be cut off from amonz their people. So keep my charge
never Lo yractice any of thess abominable customs uhich were
practices before you, and never to defile yourselves by them: I
an the Lord your God, '

An exanple of such & penaliy 1s given in Leviticus 2Ls10-23,

¢ i 2
also included in this section are several positive commands dealing

with the treatwent of one's neighbor, Here the Lord iunstructs Israel .

8revicicus 19329,
Ylevigicus 20:2,
2Oreviticus 18123,
2lieviticus 17.
221,0vi ticus 19:5-8.
23Leviticus 20:17-19.



25

to leave part of the harvest for the poor;zh pay their hired men every-

days® 2 4 treat sojournsrs in & kindly wa"-aé love their neighbors as

thenselves., a7

Ieviticus 21-22 contains certain rules for priests, In general

\“

they indicate that the priests must be pardicularly careful to maintein

God's shandards of holiness., The reason for maintaining these strict
rules is stated in 22:9, "Lest they besr sin for 1%, and die thersby

when they profane it."

23-27, excluding 26, trests the lawe cuncerning the

- D A %
Sea;ﬂn-at-h;"[’ the eppointed feasis 329 the oil for the _t.um.ps;-?’o the sheve

3

rules regulat

varicus offerings

2hy,eviticus
257 evisious
2oviticus
2T eviticus
201eviticus
2Meviticus
307, 0vi ticus
ieviticus
Rrevisicus
3reviticus
3t evi ticus

35Lev1t10us

breads ot the sebbatical yesr
including the tﬁthe.35 Together with
thie sacrificial system, which we shall study in another

ed the worship lirfe of I

19:9-10.
19313,
19:33-3k.
19:18.
23:3.
233h=lk,
2h3l-b,
2l435-9,
25:1=-7,
25:8-55,
27:1=8.
22:9=33.

and the Jubilee v'ar-31 ecial JUHS'B
the mles for

connectiong, these
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The sections mentioned in Numbers contain instructions concerning
various vows; offerings and rituals, The ritual of the jealousy
trial;® the ordinance of the Hazarite vows37 the rituel for blessing
Israel;BB rules concerning the cereal and drink offering;39 the rules
governing the income of priests and Levitem;ho the rituel for the
preparation ef holy water;hl the sacrifices required each day &nd
on special occasions - Sebbath and appointed fnasts;hz the sanctity
of vows;ha vapioun duties of the Levites;hh rules governing tlie mare
riage of women who have an tnheritance.hs

In fumbers 15 we {ind one of the clearesi statements concerning
which offenses are (o be punished by expulsion from the Holy Gommunify.
"The person who does anything with a high hand. . . « reviles the Lord,
and that person shﬁll be cub off from emong his pecple, DBecause he
has despised the word of the Lord, and has broken his commandment,

that perscn shall be utterly cut off."h6 Following this statement

Bjumbers S,

3TMumbers 6:1-21,

Iumbers 612227,

3%umbers 15:1-21,

40y mbers 18,

u%hmtmrs 19.

42y umbers 28-29.

b3punbers 30. :
Mirumbers 35. A
W5iumbers 36, |
Urumbers 15:30-31.
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we have the account of Israel inflicting the penaliy of death on a
Sabbath = braaker.h7

In this Tlaw, God gave the Children of Israel rathor detailed
instructions concerning how they ought to live. These included positive
prineiples and prohibitions. The prohibitions were complemented with
certain penaliles thet were to be imposed on those who disregarded: them.
These pencitles were to be imposed by the community in order to keep
itself holy. If the lond became filled with wickedness, God thre.tened

to drive the Israelites out like He would drive ocubt the Canasnmilces bee

30 the purpose of the law, including its penalties,uss to keep
the nation of Isruel holy.

The revelation of the Law culminates in Leviticus 26, which
promises great blessings for keeping the Lawha and threatens severe
punishment for breaking the Low, 49

4g Tsrael retained its holiness by using the legal enactments given
by God it would receive the promissd blessings. If Israel failed %o
mainkain 1%s holiness by refusing to follow God's instruction it would
receive the threstened punishment.

By following God's Law, Isrsel would not only obsy God, but would
also assure themselves of His continued blessings. They would enjoy

a good life in a good land protected by their God,

Sl umbers 32-36.
USrevitious 26:3=13.
U9r0viticus 2631L-45.
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The Lau, as it is presented, i¢ primarily intended to be @ éuide
by means of which the Holy Community of God cen lead z holy life, Bub
one overlooks some importunt events in the giving of the Law and some
imperbant emphases of the Law 1ltself if he assumes vhat this is its
only purpuse.

The Law 4s clso the meuns by which God revealed His essential

holiness Lo Isrsel and demanded from bhem a holiness they could never

meinbaine The giving of the Law was preceded by & glorious appearance
of God as e descended on lt. Sinai,
Txodus 19:16«25:

On the morning of the third dey there were thunders and 1ishinings,
and & thick cloud upon the mounbain, and & very loud brumpetd
blasty go thet &11 the people who were in the camp trembled. Then
doses brought the people cut of the camp to meet Jods and theyr
ook their stand at the foot of the mountain. And Mount Sinai

wag wra; ped in smoke, becuuse the Lord descend-d upon it in fires
and the smoke of 1t went up like the smoke of & kiln, and the
whole mountain quaked greatly. 4£nd as the sound of the trumpet
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in
thunder, 4nd the Lord cume deun upon Mount Sinai, to the top of
the mountein, and Hoses went up. #&nd the Lord said to iloses,

Yo down and warn the people, lest they break through to the

Lord to geze and many of them perish. £nd also let the priests
who come ncur to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord
break out upon them." And #Hoses said to the Lord, "The people
cannot come up to Hount Sinaiy for thou tnyself didst charge us,
saying, 'Set bounds about the mountain, and consecrate it.'"

And the Lord said to him, "Go down and come up bringing Aaron wita
youj bubt do not let the priests and the people break through to
come up to the Lord, lest he break out _against them." 8o lioses
went doun to the people snd told then.20

The giving of the Law was interrupied by the people, when they

becamg afraid, went away from God, stoed afar offy, and said to loses,
OFxodus 19:16-25




T S—

29
"You speak to uvs, and we will heer; but let not God speak to us, lest
ve die,"o%
In loses! discussion of this event in his interpretation of the
Law, he describes 1t thus:
Deuteronony 5322273

These words the Lord spoke 1o ell your assembly at the mountain
oul; ol the widst of the fire, the cloud, and the deep gloom; with
a lond voice; and he added no more. 4nd he wrote them upon

two tablee of stone, end geve them to me. 4nd when you heard

the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain
was burning with fire, you cams neary %o me, all the heads of your
tribes, and your eldersj and you said, 'Behold, the Lord ocur

God hes shown us his glory and grestness, and we have heard his
voice out of the midst of the firey we have this day seen Cod
speck with man and men still live, low therefore why should ue
dle? For this great fire will consume usj; if we hear the voice
of the Lord our God any more, we shall die. For who 1g there

of 1] flesh, that has heard the voice of the 1living God spezicing
oub of the midst of firs, @s we have, and has still lived? Go
near, and hear all thaet the Lord our God will sayy and speak to
us all thﬁ? the Lord our God will speak to yous 2nd we will hear
and do 1it.

Then He continues,
Deuteronomy 5:28«31:

And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me; and the
Lord said to mey "I have heard the words of this people, which
they have spoken to you; they have rightly ssid all that they
have spoken. Uh that they had such a mind as this always; o
fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well .
with them and with their children forever! Uo and say to them,
lReturn %o your tents.” But you, stand here by me, and I will
tall you all the commendments and ths statutes and the ordinances
which you shall teach them, thgt they may do them in the land
which I give them to possess 23

Here he points out that God was bleaaed with Israel's rezction.

God desired that Israel maintain thelr reverential attitude forever,

52Deuteronomy 532227,

53Deuteronomy 532831,
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And CGod sgreed to their plen., God obviously was pleased because He

7

had accomglished His purpose. He had set oub to revezl His holiness
to Isprael and iHe had succeeded. They understood that they were not £it
to stand in the presence of the holy God, They had learned CGod's first
lesson concerning the transcendance of God,
was continued in the construction of the tLabernacle,
it is true that the tabernacle was built sc Lhet God could dwell in
the widst of Israel, But even when He dwelt in their midst, He was
separated from the congregation by the "holy place™ and from the priests
by the veill thet partitiocned off the "holy of holies."

The lesson continues with the recurring phrase in Leviticus, "I
the Lord your God am holy.”su

It concludes with the recurring phrase "Be hcl”.ﬁss
points out the holiness God demanded of his people. Tais holiness is
to be intensified in the priests.sé

Thus, tarough the revelation of the Law, Uod revealed His holiness
to lsrael, He taught them that even @ life lived in sccordance with
the Law which avoided its pénalties of death and exclusion and resulted
in blessing still fell far short of that holiness which His own Holy
nature demanded,

By this revelation God showed Israel that, in the final amslysis,

thelr existence depended entirely on His mercy. Only by means of the

Shieviticus 11:hh-LS, et al.
S5Levitdcus 11:kl-LS, et al.
50Leviticus 21-22.







CHAPTER IV

THE RATIPICATION OF THE COVENANT

¥

pification of the Covenant is referred to in the proclamatione

the Covenant which I have chosen in the followlng ways.

snd now I am aboub to go the way of all the earth, and you know
in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one thing has
failed of all the geood things which the Lord your God promised
concerning yous all have come %o pass for you, not one of them
nas fatled, DBut just as all the good things which the Lord your
God promised concerning you have bsen fulfilled for you, so the
Lord will bring upon you all the svil things, until he nave
destroyed you from off this good land whilch the Lord yowr God
has given you, if you transgress the Covenant of the Lord your
Uod, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and
bow down to them, Then the anger of the Lord will be kindled
against you, and you shall perish guickly from off the good
land wiaich he has given to you.

Joshua 2l 81l-25¢

How therefore fear the Lord, and serve hin in sincerity and in
feithfulness; put away the gods which your fathers served beyond
the River, and in Egypt, end serve the Lord, &nd if you be
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods which your fathers served in the region beyond
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwellj
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  Then the
people answered, "Fapr be 1t from us that we should forsake the
Lord, %o ssrve other gods; for it is the Lord our God wiho brought . =
us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house

of bondage, and who did those grest signs in our sight, and
preserved us in all the way that we went, .and among all the
pacples through whom we passeds and the Lord drove cut before

us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the lond; therefore
we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God." But Joshua said
to the people, "You cunnot serve the Lord; for he is a holy Godj
he 1s & jealous Godj he will not forgive your transgressions or
your sins, If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then
he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, zfter having done
you good." And the people said to Joshua, "Nay; but we will
serve the Lord." Then Joshua said to the people; "Iou are
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witnesses againgb yourselves that yon heve chosen the Lord, %o
serve Him," And they seid, "We are witnesses.," He said,

"Then put eway the foreign gods which are among you, and incline
your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel." ind the people
said to Joshua, "The Lord our God we will serve, and his voice
we will obey." So Joshua made & Covenent with the people that
day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

Jeramiah 1133<lis

You shall say to them, Thus ssys the Lord, the Cod of Israels
Qursed be the man who does nob heed the words of this Covenand
uitich I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the
land of Lgypt, from the iron furnsce, saying, Listen to my
voice, and do all that I command you. So shall you bs my
people, and I will be your God,

Jeramiah 11:7-83

Por I solemnly warned your fatheys when I brought them up ocubt of
the land of Bgypt, warning them persistently, even to this day,
saying, Ubey my voice. Yet they did not chey or incline their
ear, bub every one walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart.
Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this Covenant,
which I commanded them to do, but they did not.

Psalm 108 :8-10:

He 45 mindful of nis Covenant forever, of the word that he
comianded, for a thousand gencration, the Covenant which he

made with Lbraham,; his sworn promise to Isazc, which he confirmed
%o Jacob as & statute, to Isracl &g an everlasting Covenant.

Hehemiah 93116«20:

But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their
neck and did not obey thy commandments; they refused to obey, and
were not mindful of the wonders which thou didst perform among
them; bub they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to
return o their bondage in Egypt. But thou art a God ready %o
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and a2bounding in
steadfast love, and didst not forsake them. Even when they had
made for themselves a molten calf and sald, "This is your God
who brought you up out of Egypt'; and had committed great
blasphemies, thou in thy great mercies didst not forsake them

in the wilderness; the pillar of cloud which led them in the

way did not depert from them by dasy, nor the pillar of fire by
night which lighted for them the uay by which they should go.
Thou gavest thy good Spirit to instruct them, and didst not
withhold thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for
their thirst.
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liehemiah 9:26«31:

Nevertheless they uere disobedient and rebelled against thee and
cast bhy law behind their back and killed thy prophets; who had
warned them in order to turn them back to thee, and they committed
graav blasphemies, Therefore thou didst give them into the hand
of theiy enemies, who made them suffer; and in the time of their
suffering they cried to thee and $houw didst hear them from heaveng
and according to thy greabt mercies thou didst give them seaviors
who saved them from the hand of their enemies., DBut after they had
rest they did evil again before thee, and thou didst abandon them
%o the hand of thelr enenies, so that they hed dominion over

thengy yet when they turned and cried to thee thou didst hear from
heaven, and nany btimes thou didst deliver them according to thy
mercies, &nd thou didst warn them ia order to turn them back to
thy law., Yet they acted presumptuously end did not cbey thy
cormandments, but sinned against thy ordinances, by the observance
of which 2 men ghall live, and turned a stubborn shoulder and
stiffennsd their neck and would not obey. ideny years thou didst
bear with themy, and didst sarn them by the Spirit through thy
prophets; yet they would nct give ear, Therefore thou didst give
them inte the hand of the poupgles of the lands, Nevertheless in
thy grealt mercies thou didsy nob meke en end of them or forsake
thems for thou art 2 graciocus and merciful God,

Hehemiah 9:32-383

dow therefore, our Uod, the grsat and mighty snd terrible God, who
teepest Covenant and steadfast love, let not sll the hardship seem
1itile to thee that hes come upon us, upon our kings, our princes,
sur priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all they people, since
the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. Yet thou hast ;
been just in @ll thet has come upon us, for thou hast dealt faithe
fully and we have acted wickedly; our kings, our princes, our
priests, and our fathers have not kept thy law or heeded thy
comnmandnents and thy warnings which thou didst give them. They
did not serve thee in their kingdom; and in they grest gocdness
which thou gevest them, and in the large and rich land which thou
didst set before them; and they did not turn from their wicked
works, 3Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that thou
gavest to cur fathers to enjoy 1ts fruit and its good gifts,
bshold, we are slaves, And i%s rich yield goes to the kings whom
thou hast set over us because of our sinsg they have power also
over ouy bodies and over ocur cattle at their pleasure, and

we are in great distress, Because of a2ll this we make a fimm
Covenant and write it, and our princes, our Levites, and our
priests set their seal to it.

These references to the Covenant and the revelation that God
made concerning Himself in ratifying it indicate that the ratification
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of the Covenant at Sinai is & central event in the 0ld Testament. ~Llso
note the many other references to the Covenant in the 0ld Testament.l

The waterial on the ratificatlon of the Covenant is found in
Exodus 2L, In ilnterpreting this eveat we shall also consider Exodus 19,
32=3L, Leviticus 1-93 and 16-17,

The story begins with Israel's arrival at Mount Sinai, God
talked %o Moses and informed him that He was going to make = Covenant
with Israel,

Exodus 1933=063

And Vioses went up to God, and the Lord czlled him out of the

mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the people of Xisrael: You have seen what I did to

the Egyptians, and how I bere you on eagles' wings, and Lrought

you to myself, DNow therefore, if you will obey my voice and

keep my Covenant, you shall be my own possessicn among all

peopless for il the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a

Itingdom of priests and a holy nation., These ars jhe words

which you shell speak to the children of Israel,.”

When Moses anncunced this to the Children of Israel, they answersd,
BAll that the Lord has spoken we will do."? Then God told the people
to prepare %o meet Him after three days., Their preparation included
cleansing their bodies and clothing, During this time, they wers
warned %o stay away from the mountain under penalty of death.h

On the third day, God ciéme down on the mountain displaying

His glory to Israel, Once again He warned the Israelites that any=-

lRobart Young, "Covenant," Analytical Concordance to the Bible (21lst

Anerican Edition. MNew York: Funk and Wagnalls Gompeny, N.O.)s DP. 208-
209,

2ixodus 1933-6.
3Exodus?19:8.
M odus 19:10-13,
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