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Spirit working through the Wo:zad and sacraments, and there­

fore we must uphold this precious doctrine against all here­

tical tendencies. 

The indwelling of which Paul speaks here is not pe.rel.lel 

to, or identical with, pantheism or Buddhism. It ia rather 

that distinctive doctrine of the Bible known as the 11un1o 

lllJ'Stica"' st the mystical union. i'his doctrine is taught through­

out Scripture and ia expressed in a variety of figures. Here 

it is that of a home 01' a temple, the owner and inhabitant 

of' 'trhich is the Spirit, vho makes it a fit dwelling tor Bim­

aelt, uses it for Jl:lmselt, and defends it from all intruders. 

Since the Spirit of God is the direct opposite of the power 

of sin which t01'111erly dwelt within us, it is quite a simple 

matte~ to detemine which of the two dwells within the walls 

of our heart. 

Another interesting fact is noted 1n thia verse. Paul 
,.. C ,_ 

uses the terms -rrvc"'""'~ vco" 

ly in this verse. Do they really refer to one and the same 

Spirit? Hodge gives us some interesting 1ntormat1an on this 

point. He says that the "Spirit of Christa can no more mean 

the disposition Ol' temper of Christ than the "Spirit of' God" 

can mean the disposition of God. As a result, he draws the 

conclusion that both tel'llls refer to the Holy Ghost. He poillts 

out that other passages of Hol7 Scripture also ce.ll the Hol7 

Spirit the Spbit of Christ, namely, Oal. 4,6J Phil. l,19J 
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and l Pot. 1,11. He 1a the 8pil'1t of Christ 1n the aame 

sense that He is the Spirit of God. In other word.a., Be 

stands 1n the same relation to the Son as Be does to the 

li'athe111 • The e.n.aient 0%-eek and Latin ch'Ul'ohes argued quite 

heat edly over this point. The Latin Church insisted upon 1n­

ee:ttting in the Creed that clause which speaks ot the proces­

sion of the Spirit also from the Son. Thia is the vell­

known "Filioque Controversy." ~he Latin Ohul'ch must be 

praised f or its insistence, since by it the full equality of 

the Son vith the Father was vindicated. 1'he Spirit also pro­

ceeds fltom Him, belongs to Him, and by H1m 1s given to vhom­

aoever He villa to give it. On this point one might compare 

John 1,,,1 15.,261 16,71 and Luke 24,49.16 

I n th1s connection I call attention to an observation 

me.de by Smeaton,11 who 1n the· verses thus tar considered., 

sew a sequence. of operat1ons ·ot the Holy Ghost 1n Ohl'1st1ans. 

In t h.ai r order these operations a.re: (1) the Chl'1st1e.ns are 

1n the Spirit (vs. 9)J· (2) they are spiritually-minded 

(vs . 6 )J and (:;) they valk after the Spirit (vs. 4). Since 

ve already have discussed these verses, further exegesis 

Vill be unneoess&l'y. However., Smeaton asserts that this 

aequenca p~oves that the mere pertol'IDB.D.oe of good works to 

challenge the attention of spectators is by far 1nsuf'i'ic1ent. · 

16. Hodge., ,mz.. .szU• • p. 258. 
17. Smeaton., &• A1t•, pp. 79,80. 
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If' there is not the inner change of character and disposi­

tion which will f'ooua the heart's eye upon the real reason 

for good works, all that ve do will be of no avail 1n. God's 

Bight. 

Vs. 10: n.And if Christ 1s in you., the body is dead bacauso 

of sinJ but the Spirit is life becauoe of' right­

eousness." 

As pointed out previously, the 1Tvc~.,- o.. meant here is 

the hume.n "1T"11c-v~ which baa the :properties of' life infused 

into 1t by the presenoe of the Divine 
,.. 

"1TV E 1/114 o,. • In like man-

is to be tak8n in a wide sense, ref'ening also 

to tlle f"Ut'Ul'e eternal life. Likewise '°'" ~-"' aa-v'v"" 1s to be 
t aken in a Wido sense. It includes all the senses 1n 

vhich righteousness is brought home to man, first imputed., 

then imparted, and t1nally pract~sed. 

The most difficult word 1n this verse is the 

This v ozad seems to be stronger than /v.,""-r:o'., ., and the trans­

lation., na dead thing, 8 expresses a more vivid end pointed 

contrast to t; .... ~ than fJv,"f:o'i, • Hodge18 says that it 

mea.1J.s "'"c.,, f'-'~/.110 " , put to death, mort1f'ied. !l'he cause 
\ C. , 

of' this state is suggested in .the words ~""' "'"""~\>c:-,.,..v. 
!,llhis sin put death into our bod.J'., death 1n the sense that it 

is not only obnoxious to death., but also that it 1a alread.7 

the seat of death. 

18. Hodge• .sm,. ~. , p. 259. 



Continuing from verse n1D.e, Paul states that if' the 

Spirit of' God dvells 1D Chl'1ati&l18, then. the bod7 is dead 

because of' sin, but the apil'it 1'-t lif'e because of' .. the 

l'ighteousneas 1mpal'ted unto it. All men., Christiana in­

cluded, are, because of' sin, subject to death. Already 

While we live on this earth the body is dead; because it CDD• 

ta1ns 1n itself the gel'm of' death. Onthe other hand, our 

spi~it ., OUl' inna:za side consisting or both bodJ' and soul., 1s 

life . It is that because to it is imparted the perf'ect 

righteousness 1n Christ. Since Christ and His Spirit live 

in us~ o.s we hee.rd ~ the verse eight we all'ead7 shal'et1 ac­

cording to our spirit, in eternal life and have even now a 

fol'etaste of our tuture life in. heaven. Baturall'y ve have 

~acome partakers of' this perf'ect righteousness or Christ 

through f's.1th 1n Him, wh1ch faith is worked 1n us by the Holy 

Spi:rait. Thus even nov we Njoioe 1n the f'aot that the cer­

tainty 01• our salvation rests not upon our own imperfect 

sanct1f'icat1on., but rather upon Christ's spotless righteous­

ness., g&ined tar us during Bia sojourn. on thi,s earth. 

Vs. ll: "But if' the Spirit of K1m that raised up Jesus 

from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up 

Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mor- . 

tal bodies by His Spirit that dwells in 7ou; • 

'!'he phrase ~K "'c.-M. e ~ " , which 1s used tvice in this 

verse and is traDBlated, "tram death,• is defined more f'ull7 



,1 
1n the following paaaagea1 

Johll 2 .,22: 

0 
•••• Be cbuge4 them that they should tel1 

no man Vbat tb1ng.- they bed aeen. t1ll tho 

s"" of m~" VfJlle risen. flam thct dead.• 

"•••• because that it weo se1d of soma. the.t 

Jobn vea risen flam the dead. a 

"tlh.en thE>N>tOl'e he ,.-as r1aen f'Jtom the doad. 

his d1sc1ples remembored that he had oe.14 th1a 

unto them". 

11mm killed the Prince of 11ra. vhom God both 

raised f'ltam tbe dead. 11 

In t h:!.s verse ve have proot that the gree.t Apostle 

ce._· i'uJ.l :u ve1Bhed the vAl~e ot ewl"y word beforo he used it. 

Ra.tl-1e1, va may aa:, that God, Vho ws 41zaect!Dg Paul 1n h1e 

w~t1ns~ used the most 4eacr1pt1ve end adeciuate tel'ms pos-

sibl e in Ol'dr,i- that Scripture might be clear to us. Paul 
, I 

used the vo:Nl c~c.c. t'""" - to avoke, vhen speeld.n,z o:r Jesus, 

and t;wonoc.c.~ 1 ~O quicken, when Spttek:lng Of the believers• 

Since Jo~u:J vas mas-elJ" 1n a deep sloep., Hie bod.7 ve.o not 

oeeing co:awpt1cm., 1t vas enough to menly awnkon m.m. But 

When vc c:11e ve Jcnov that om- boa1ea 1mmed!atel7 begin to 

deeq- QDd viil. theretON on the lest clay haw to bo entirely 

nconst1tute4. flma tbs Apostle expresses this .f'e.ct VS.th 

the wol'Cl e;:.., owoc. ctv • 1~ 

19. 004et. &• Bl•• p. ,oG. 



The last vorda ot thia verse played qu1te an important 

role in the first agea ot the OhUl'ch. The reading ve have 
~ ' ~ > ,. 1n OUl' text, CH.0. -co~ C.\101,, .... 0"11''1:'0,S' 

l'eceived by 11ttle mwe than tmiee Alexandl'1nes and bT the 

F'athel' of Alexandr1nea. Clement. Tischendorf' also e.ooepted 

thi s reading 1n his eighth edition. With this expression 

the Apostle vould ascribe the clivi.ne opel'ation of l'aising 

fliom the dead to the Hol7 Bpil'it. Hovevel'• the opponents 

of this teaching vho held the ending, Sc.~ -eo i.vo" K.o~" 

°":-c.,':, -rrvcZ.-"' "because ot the Spirit that dvells in 

you 11 wex-e quite numel'ous. Some authorities tor this read­

ing 1rere such ancient vel'eions as the Itala and Peshito, and 

auch church fathers as Irenaeua and Origen. ~he meaning also 

seems t o be in favOl' of the lattel'., best supported reading. 
I 

In varse ten ve sea tvo instances 1n vhioh 3"-,. vith the 

accusative, 11because ot," is used, and thus 1t seems qu1te 

nat ll!'al t he.t 6r...1. would have the same mean1ng 1n this vel'se. 

i'he natural sequence 1n these verses wou1d then bas because 

of' sin., death; beoauae of righteousness, the life of the 

Spirit; and nov because of' the life in the Spirit, the l'&BU1'­

rection of the bod7. Lenski 20 is of the same op1n1on. For 

proof ot his view he dl'avs upon such passages as Bph. 1.141 

2 Cor. l,22J an4 5.5. 1n vhich the Spirit is called the pledge 

of' our inheritance. the advance guarantee, which God will 

follow by granting all that He thus pledged. Thus since the 

Hol7 Spirit has been given us as a pledge and alread7 dvella 
20. Lenski• .sm,. ill•• p. 519 



1n us,, there.fore 004 v111 complete vhe.t he has thus promised 

us. 

I n order to see how divided scholars have been on this 

subject, we may. refer to Ph111pp1.21 vho gives us a rather 

represontative list on this matter. The accusative reading 

has been adopted by El'aamus. Stephanus, Mill• Bengel, Oi=ies­

bach, Knopp, Hahn• by the DE PG J codices, by the most 

ancient Fathers, such as Ireneus, Origen. Tertillion, end 

by ouch translations as Peehito. and Itala. On the other 

hand, the genitive reading wss bald by the editor of the 

Elzevi~ ed1t1ona. by Laol'Jmenn, Tiechendorf. de We~te, Clement, 

Alexe:ndrius and Methodius and is found in A B O w. Also such 

l ater Fathero as Omaysostom, Ambrose, and Augustine, also 

diffe~ed on this point. Philippi. therefore, dl"avs the con­

clusi on the.ta sound opinion can be reached only on internal 

grounds . He adopts the accusative reading. He quotea Luther 

to substantiate his position, vho translates, "um dess Willen, 

dass sein Geist 1n euch vohn.et." 

nz.. Arndt also accepts this accusative reacling. He sa,-s, 

"s~~ with the accusative 1s the better reading here: on ac-
22 

count of the indvelling Spil"it.n 

God l'aised Christ from the dead, He vho is the l,!edia­

tor of' salva tion. B7 His arising and entering heaven~ He 

preptll'ed for us resurrection and the 11~e or glol'J' vh1oh vill 

21. Philippi, 122• .Q.ll,., PP• 406-7 • 
22. Arndt, a:e,. cit., p. s,. 



follow in heaven. We m-e to share 1n His res'Ul'rection e.nd 

glory, which 1a the basis tor oui- reaurroct1on end gloza1f'1ca-

tion. ~herefore, Just as God has already raised Om-1st fitom 

the dead., so Ho will also make us pBl'takers of lif'e mid im­

mol'tali ty. We knov that Olll" sp1r1 t is already lif'e. Thl-ough 

His Spirit God has al.ready begun to quicken our bodies. 

Certainly therefore He will complete this work and on the 

Day of Judgment He will revivify OU%' mortal bodies and lead 

us to immortal lif'e., where Ohriat now 1s. Ile has begun this 

work - He will certainly also CB.l'l'Y it to completion. llhe.t 

assurance do we have of' thio? Our xaeslll"xaeotion has been con­

fi~med by the tact that God raised Ohl'ist f'xaom the dead. And 

the pledge of our resurrection we have in the Holy Spirit, 

vhom Ohl'ist has given into our hee.rts. 

Vs. l'.';: "Fol' if you live after the body, you are about to 

die. But if you thl-ough the Spirit do kill the 

tilings· (deeds) of the f'lesh, you will 11,~e. 11 

"To live according t 'o the f'les~" (y • .12) is. ma eDexegeti: 

cal infinitive., ahow_ing us vhat the debt vou~d be, .namelj! to 

malce Olll" whole lif'e conf'Ol'Dl to what is .flesh. Godet gives ·------ _,___ . . _. 
• • I 

us a..TJ. inte:ttesting tl'anslation of ~c.\°)lc.-~c. : "there :!.e nothing 

foI» you but to dieJ auch is the only f'ut'Ul'e vhich awaits you."23 

Instead of the (S"J-.,,,.v,s of OUl' text, D E F G, the Vulgate 
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I 
and ZDaD.J' of' the eBl'lJ' witera have cr-.fK•• , which Bengel 

and Gr1esbach also approve. Although this reading looks 

like a gloss , 1t has much 1n 1ta favor ·because or the veight 

of' these me.nuacripta, and because of the usual mode of' speak­

ing of' the apostle.24 

,=:::::::~=--f f'' the common reading of "deeds of' the bod78 is to be 

retained. 1t is better to take the VOl'd 1bod71 1n its liter­

al., usual sense, instead of tranalat:tng it as an equivalent 

to 1t lesh 1 • 

stand f or s1ntul deeds in general, deeds perf'ol'llled b7 the 

body, being the deeds which the bod7, as the orge.n of sin, 

~ arms. 

Verses twelve and thirteen .f'orm the transition f'rom the 

previous passages to this one. In the thirteenth verse Paul - . -
po1nts out to the Romana the f'atal results at a lite that is ------------ ~ ~ . ,, : 
i ; ved according to the f'leah. He does this to d1sc0Ul'age the - - ....... 
Chl'iatiens f'rC?Jll 11v~ a vorldly lite. Paul does not went 

them to get the false idea that since the7 were Christians 

it would not matter what sort of' a 11f'e the7 led. To be 

au.re ., if the7 would., as all other aimlers., indulge in all 

their des ires and live according to them, they would receive 

eter nal punishme~t. 

But on the other band, Paul points out to them the va7 

to overcome these desires of the .f'leah. He says that they 



Vou1d, by the paver of' Ood'a Spirit which is in them1 be 

able to mortify their a1nt'ul flesh. Whenever they are tempted, 

they should immediately grasp the SWord of the Spirit and slay 

their flesh with its affections and lusts. Thus 1s mortifi­

cation of the flesh the vay to life. What, ve object, is not 

eternal lif e a free, unmerited gift of God, which ve receive 

Ol"..ly thltough fa.1th in Christ? Certainly this is true. But 

ue must not live accord1Dg to 0111' :f'lesh, ve must ever mor-

tify OUl' bodies, or else we shall loae this preqioue gift 

of l i f e . This mortal combat between our spiritual and car-

nal lives wi ll go on all the days of' our lite. As long as 

we ear:ey- our flesh with us, manifold temptations will beset 

us "tfhich we must overcome. We can win this conf'lict onl7 

as pointed out above, by using the paver of' God1a Spirit 

vithin our hearts. Thus the more ve overcome the deeds of' 

the body, the more our bodies become the Spirit's temple , 

these bodies that are to be raised in glory in the :f'inal 

redemption . 

Vs. 14: "Fol' as many as are moved by the Spirit of God, 

these are the sons of' God. 

"The "'t.~ -9c. • .:: are those who have been justified b7 

f ait h, thereby lawfully received by Him into the :f'ellowship 

or childl'en with a reconciled Father (v. 15), governed b7 

the Holy Spirit given unto them, (ctr. Gal. 4,6) exalted 
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to the dignity ot the relat1011a ot brethren to Christ (v.29). 

• and &Ul'e of' the eternal glory ( ot the 1nher1 ta.nee. )25 In 

connection with thia phraae an interesting observation has 

been made. Philippi 26 po111ta out that Jobn alone uses the 

, ~ " . ' expression "l:'ct<.110" vc o" • the SJD.opt1ca -vc. oa 9c.o:; • and 

Pau1 uses both. He drava the conoluaion that the phraae 
1t:"J1<",,,", , "'~~r 9co~ denotes 1D. Paul the poa1t1on and privi­

lege., 1n John the origin Bild natural likeness. 1n the SJUOp­

t1ca the identity 1n the diapositlon of' t'he child tovard the 

Father. " He adds that all these elements must be combined 

before the Kev Testament conception of' a child or God can 

be exhaust ively 1)1'eaented. 

ia the ground, 

present before the latter can be found. Thel'ef'ore these ·ex­

pressiono may be used interchangeably. because the one is 

naturally derived ti-om tho other. 

is also found 1n Gel.. 5,18. It is also interesting 

used with denotes an 

abiding influence. where 'fc'ecfr 9ar.c. • also used w1.th 

-rr-ve:.: """'a.-z:1. 1n 2 Pet. 1. 21, show a mere trans1.ent impulse. 27 

Cl 
'!'he o u-coc. 1n this verse has an e:xoluding and contrasting 

Me:,er. Qritigal, !iD4 Bxegetical Qopgentan: 2t. ll1!. Is!: 
TeatameDt, P• 63. 

Philippi• .ml.• ,an. PP• 41:,-4. 
Ibid.. P•· 412. 
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force and might be thus translated, "these onlya or •these 

and no others.n~S c~. Gal. :,,7. 

'l'his verse gives ua the reason for the~ ~a-ccr-9c. of the 

piaevious verse. There ' &'l'e tvo possible mean1ng~ of this 

passe.se. Does Paul mean to say that the fact that one lives 

acool'ding to tbs Spirit proves that he possesses the rank ot 

a child of God, or does he mean. that as aoon as one allovs 

h1m3el f to be led by the Spirit he has a right to the title 

of s on? The lattel' seems to be the preferable mean1ng. One 

becomeo a son by justification, yet tor the enjoJ1D8nt of 

the adoption the vorld.Dg ot the Holy Spil'.tt 1n the heut is 

requi:r.ed . Thim working., 1t must .not be forgotten, begins 1n 

t he veT.!"'9' moment of justification. Godet offers therefore 

t his cJ.ea.r translations "it 7-ou let -:,ourselves b.e led by 

t he Spil'i.t 11 you e.re ipso raoto sons of 'God."29 'l'hus the 

Ho~y Spirit is the guiding influence 1n the life ot every 

Cllzl1sti an. "It 1e He vho gives us the power to mort1f'y our 

flesh., t o dl'-ive away evil thoughts, and to do good works. 

In ot he!" vords, Be vozaks all the· good 1n us. Yet it is by 

no means correct to say that this working and d?-iving of the 

Spirit is coercion or compu1s1on. As Melanohton says., "Ron 

est enim coact1o, ut v~luntas non possit repugnareJ trahit 

Deus ., sad volentem trahit.•:,o Therefore, since there is no 

Meyer, ,sm.. al,., p. 6:,. 
Godet:, Sim• R.1ii,. , p. ,09 • 
Me7er, .sm,. ~ •• p. 6,. 
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coercion 11hataoever,, ve aa7 tbat the Bol7 Sp1l'it vorks 

through the reneved will ot those converted. Thua can ve 

say., in a restl'1cted sense,, that theae good vorks are ot 

the Olll'istian., though ve muat always f'i~st point out that 

it ts tlle Hol7 Spirit vho is the ~ot1vat1ng agent. Only in­

sof'ar as 11e &l'e led bJ' H1m can ve do anything pleasing 1n the 

sight of' God. 

As a l'esult of' this working of' the Spirit vith:l.n us,, 

are we able to call Olll'Belves the sons of' God., sons 1n whom 

the Fa ther takes great pleas'Ul'e. It ia a wonderful gift and 

ve ove much th&Dks and praise to the Holy Spirit f'or having 

brought about this vondertul state. 

Vs . 15: "Pol'" yGU have not received the spirit of' bondage 

again to f'e&l', but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption., 1n whom ve Ol'J', Abba, Father." 

Referring to 0Ul' previous discussion on thio verse to 

detel'Dl1ne who 1JI meant bJ" th~ vord ,r" c.,v.-. °"', pp.12-16,, 
' ve will recall that we reached thG conclusion that 

... 
"tT" £. "' - °" 

So,., \c.L, .. s was an actual possession of' man himself'., v~lo 

n",t""'"°' v~o 8,vftA.s refers to the Holy Spirit. 

Bef'ore ,re continue, however., it might be voll to con­

sul t a f ew mOl'e schol&l."B on this highly controversial point. 

Concerni:ng 

ceived not ., \fhen the Hol7 Spirit vas communicated to you, a 

spirit of' bondage, that is,, a spirit such as is the regulating 
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PCJWe?t 1n the state ot alavel'J'• •'1 1'beN.t"ore this ,rv,:;""'°" s."'>.,:~o..S 

certe.tnly cannot l'eter to the Holl' Spirit vhomve he.ve re-

c iv ~ as ve hoes- 1n Pau1 1a Second Ep1at1o to Tllaotby., 

"Po~ od. h snot given ua the apbit or teB?.n32 The gem.­

t" ve o~ oi'teot, vbiohvould make the lioly Sp1!-1t the One 

vozald.!13 bond.oge., 1s eclvooated. by Keellnes II Ruechert., Sa'l.lEl-

S&"t z-... 0:fus:tua., Hoffman., and ReuthcaJr, all or whom ro1 ... 

ltme Theodore o.t" Mopauost1Q.. However., this v1ev 1s ev!dent-

1'1 ?,•. lss . Ormcerning the 'ffV,Cv,,,u.. ":og, er:~., 11 we v1ll hevc 

to 1 fer with rca,-.j vho a&J'B tbtl.t this io 11a op!r1t which., 

in the stt\t e ot adaption., 1a the JNl.!ns ~1no1ple."'' Re-

ga.in to tho pzaevioual:, drawn oonclue:f.on.., we hold 

the.t t h10 1s a reteronce to the Spirit of Ood B:Lmself., 111 so 

f"m: '1> . Ite produces that ap11'1tuol. atate vh:2.oh coneopomla to 

so:ru:shi"" . tro might evon oall Him tho Sp1l'1t of His Son11 sin.co 

we r- ,, 11.Aml beoo.use ye B:l'e acms., Ood .bath aoat f"Ol'th tho 

Spir-i·t o~ hia son into J'OUl' 11.0m-tu., c171DB., Abba., Fe.ther. 11'11 

cihus tbic s_s.rit aotuall7 puts us 1nto thD sezne pos1t:!.on to 

· ·th;;. F t ho1.., as 10 Jeaus. HaturallJ", the va7 1n vhich the 

Sp~! leru!o ua 1nto this sonsh1p v1th tho Father ia through 

f'atth Vt'..iCh Ho VOl'ks 1D 0~ he&l'tB. 

:&.' e words:, nAbba., J'athor.,a aloo Jn'OBBnt an 1nteroat1ns 


