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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The indefinite tif;le of this study indicates ite breadth and
general character. This is not an investigation into the specific
problems of va.ri;ous miracles, nor is it an exegetical presentation of
all 1I".he miracle stories of Ste lMark's Gospele The present writer has
simply let himself be confronted by the Marcan miracles. From such a
confrontation two basic questions arose: What does St. Mark tell us
about the miracles? and, What do the miracles tell us about Jesus
Christ? This study is an attempt to answer these two questionse

The present writer has experienced some difficulty in trying to
give the miracle of Jesus a proper homiletical treatment, He has
usually avoided them, especially when somewhat similar miracle stories
presented themselves in close sequence as Gospel lections of the
Church Yeare This difficulty has kept him on a constant search for
frosh and inspiring material on the miracle stories. His search was
recently rewardede It is proper to let credit fall where it belongs,
and credit for "opening up" the miracle stories to the present writer
and inducing him to do further similar study of his own, belongs to
Dre Alan Richardson, whose rather recent (1941) book, The Miraclew
Stories of the Gogpels, is a defimite asset to the field of Biblical
theology and an outstanding contribution to the understanding of the

Gospels.
No matter how meny limitations one imposes on himself, it seems
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as though the limited bonds are always somewhat exceededs Such has
been the case in this study; it has exceeded its intended limits of
length, and yet how hastily some sections hawe had to be treated and
how much ought to be addedd This study has been limited to St. Mark's
Gospel and to ths actual eighteen miracle stories of this Gospels Ths
great miracles of the Incarnation, Transfiguration, Resurrection, and
Ascension are nobt treateds Space did not permit a totally adequate
consideration of the Mabtthasan and Iumcan parallels of those sixiecen
miracle storiss of Mark which they also relatecs The concentration is
this almost exclusively on Ste Mark's Gospele The Synoptic problem is
nob a problenm in this studys the writer contends neither for Marcan
noy for Matthagan prioritye And lastly, this study does not indulge
in apologetics to any great extente Deeming Samel Cartledge's state=
ments "It is no longer necessary to parade one's rejection of the
miracles in intellectuvally respectable c:‘rcles,"'l te ba correct, the
wiriter delves inito apologetics only when such an approach is still
quite necesgsary.

Two details of ths mechanics of this study deserve mention for
the reader's benefit, Tha English Bible version quoted throughout
(except in quotations from other authors) is the Revised Standard
Version, Unless otherwise indicated, the chapter and verse references
are from Ste Mark's ®spd. For purposes of clarification in some
instances his Gospel is specifically designated (ike)e

lsamel Ac Cartledge; "Studia Biblica, XXIX. The Gospel of Mark,"
Interpretation, IX (April, 1955), 192,
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This study is divided into two complementary chopters. Chapter II
considers what St. Mark tells us zboub the miracles. The first section
pregents the miracle stories as an integral part of the Gospelse The
miraculous element in Ste Mark is then compared with the other Gospels.
Ths third section discusses the Greck words employed to exprass the
conzept of miracle. The miracle gtories are then classified into four
categories :l healings, cwpulsions of demons, nabture miracles anl resuscie- :
bationse Fach of these categories is trealed, and the entirs secti-:m‘
iz concluded by & consideration of the common cause of lhuman calamiby,
which made wmivacles (nob to say a Savior) necessary in the firsh place.
The final section of Chapler IT handles the Marcan miracle storise
contexbunlly, The four Appendixes pertain to Chapter II, and the wriler
suggests thal the reader turn to each when be is so reoue«tad in the
texbs These Appendixes were added for the readex's benefit, both for
clarification of the present study and for future reference usce

Chapter ITT treats what the miracles tell us of Jesus Christe
Af%er twe inltial sectiqns in which the miracle ministry is comparsd
to the pregc!:z‘lng winistry and soms limitations of the miracles are
pointed up, the hearh of the study is reached in the third sections:
2The Primary Proclamation of 'ohe Iiracles,” Thig procla:mtion is
fivefolds Seripture Tulfilied, God's power at work, God's kingdom
present, the eneny worsteds and the escha.tnlogical ou‘blook of the
entive proclamation—all in Jesus Clwiste The two concluding sections
of Chapter IIT take up the method which Jesus employed in the perfore

mance of His miracles and the response which the miracles evoked.
There is an abundance of homiletical material on the miracless
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bub, as Tfar as the writer's researches carried him; hs found a2 dearth
of exegebleal materisle Iy of the commentaries accord the miracles
an adequate treatment, bub mech of ths Breal® material is tucksd away
in sections or chapters of books in the field of Biblical theologzve
It is from thls latter source that 2 goodly portion of the material
for this study wap taken,
With s0 much by wey of introduction, we turn now o more interssbing

and profitable material=-ti Study of the Marcan Miraclcge”




CHAPTER IT
5Te MARK'S RECORD OF THE MIRACLES
The Miracles an Integral Part of the Gospelg

Whan Alan Richardson begins his book The Miracle-Stories of the

Gospels with the words, "The miracle-stories form an essential and
inseparabls part of ths Gospel tradition,” he has made an ixrefutable
gtatement and is on his way to a proper understanding of the mighty
works of J e:sus.l It is not enmough merely to note that "the New Testom
nent moves in the atmosphere of the znira.fsfulcms,“2 one mst move on o
determine how this atmosphere is related to the life and mission which
it enmlgpes. Ons mué.‘h come to the realization that "the gospel without
miracles,® as Blaks has put it, "would be like air without o:wgen-“g‘
Scrape the miracles from the record (and there would be much scraping
involved in such a project) and there remains “no recognizable plan

I

of work and no intelligent portrait of the worksr." Jesus Christ not

1A1a.n Richardaon, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels (Iondon:

SCM Press Ltd., 19l1), p o Lle

%5s Ee Jo Rawlinson, "The Megsianic Signs," Christ in the Gospels
(Tondon: Oxford University Press, 19lk), pe 33

3, Leroy Blake, "ha Plase of ‘& Miracle," Bibliotheoa Sacra,
LVI (1899), 25.

hJelm Te Driseu]l, ﬂlﬂracle," in The €Catholic { Newr =
Yorks Robert Appleton Company, cel9ll], X, 5. Te 'lﬁraclee,
:l.n A W Christ and the Gospels edited by James Hastings

Tkt eg Scribner's Sons, c.i'§08), II, 189f. has eliminated

evezw- trace of the miraculous from Mk. 1=3 in an effort to show what a
bare skeleoton is lefte As large a block as L:35=5:li3 wonld have to be
excised in an elimination of the miraculous from Mked
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'only entered and left the world of space and time in a miraculous
mammer (not to mention the miracle of miracles on Haster), bmt He
performed a -rf;.iniatry marked with mighty works, Any Jesus "discovered®
. apart from ths miracle gtories of the Gospels will not be the Jesus
of the New Testament faith,

The actuai count of the mirvacle stories of the Gospsls depends to
some extend on who is doing the counting., Thns Hanter cownbs tweniy-
si:{,s Robertson and Bruce 'l'.hirty-five,é Back "aboul thir‘-'rj-five,“7
and othera from thirty to forty, or aven ahove fortyes These discrepancies
in the count of the mirvacles do not indicates that as one advancas in
vroficiency in the field of Biblical theology he decwreases in mathomate
ical skill, but rather that there are slight difficultiess involved in
ths counting, Some of these factors which influence the comnting ounght
to be mentioneds For examnle, some scholars consider the Clean=ing of
the Terple (Mb. 21:32,13: Mce 11.:15=173 Tk, 193ii5,h65 Jn, 2:13=17) and
the Escape from the Hostile Crowd (Lke 11:28-30) as miracles. If the
supposed cases of miraculous foreknowledge (of. Mse 11225 1h:12-16),
tha general. refarences to healings and expulsions, and the miracles which
attended Jesust daa'l_;h and resurrection are added, the count increases
by leaps and houndse Some ﬁcholaré_ consider the Care of the Nobleman's -

SAmhibald M, Hunter, "The Mighty Works,®" The Work and Words of
Jesus (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1950), pe oky footmote 2.

6A. Te Rof:erbson, A Marmony of f.ha Gospels (New York: Harper &
Brothers Publishers, C.1922)s; De 2013 Le Da ?ﬁﬁce, The Miraculous:
Element in the Gospels (Mew York: - A. C. Armstrong & Son, C.1000)y
DPe 155"5;0

Dwight Marion Beck, Through the Gospels to Jesus (Wew Yorks

Harper & Brothers Publishers, Cel! 9§E5,"9's‘]p. %ﬂi. '
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Son (Jne Lslb6=53) a variant of the Cure of the Centurion's Servant
(Mb, B35=133 Tk, 7:1--10),8 and the Stater Story (Mt. 17:24-27) as mon-
m‘.raculous.g These and other minor considerations influence the
count, and, having been alluded to briefly, nsed not dstain us heree
The reader is referred to Appendix A, where the "Chronological Iist
of Miracles of Jesus® by T. Hs Wiright is prescented, with some necessary
corractions and additions by the writer, in the hope that it will
serve as a general survey of the mighty works of Jesﬁa' minlstrye
But even such a comprehensive list of the miracles in the Gospels
does not tell the whole s*uozjy. There are many general references %o
healings and expulsions which foree us to recognize that the miracles
which have bsen more fully narrated by the evangelists are but & sampling
of many more mighty works. %"Just as we have nothing like a complete
record of our Lord's words, so we have nothing like a complete record
of His deeds” (of. Jn. 20:30).20 A typical general referemse is rem
corded in 6:5l=5562
And when they got out of the boat, immediately the pacple recog=
niged him, and ran abou®t the whole neighborhood and began %o bring
sick people on their pallets at amny place where they heard he wase.
And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or counitry, they laid
the sick in the market places, and besought him that they might

touech even the fringe of his garment; and as many as touched it
were made welle

850 Richardaon, The Miracle~Stories of the Gospels, Pe 786

9Tid., p. 107, "though a miracle is doubtless implied, nons is
explicitly- afirmod.”

1°Sam91 Qe Bra:lg "Jesus and Hiracles," Jesus of Ye: and
Eo_@ (Phi Iphias * oo Presbyterian and ReZorme: S
3 Cel956), pe 135

MGORDM ..;EMINARY
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Other gensral raferences_to miracles performed by Jesus are recorded
in 1332=3l3 3:10,225 635,1, Shafto counts forty-two such generzl
and indirect references to miraculous action on the part of Jesus in
ths four Gospala.n There is tims no possibility of counting a1l ths
miracles performed by Jesus; they might run into the thousands! The
fact that many of the general references in the four Gospels are
parallel paragraphs does not appreciably diminish ths compreheonsive
miraculous picturee

The Miraculous in Mark Compared with the Other Gospels

The Gospel according to St, Mark is the Gospel of Jesus in
actions M"Here is a life story which is theology in deeds and doctrine
in dra.ma..":l'2 The evangelist does not reflect wpon the career or the
character of Jesuss he slights the teaching ministrys he is interested
in happenings and events, but he does not pause to muse over them. He
is writing the life of mighty works, he is offering a series of action-
packed sketches—~"Tha Cartoons of llark."n He does not talk about or
attempt to explain Jesus'! anthority, but he exhibits ths exercise of
that authority, He does no% reason out an elaborate Christology, but
he presents a man among men acting as the Mighty God alone can. BHe
does not tell us who Jesus was, but what Jesus did; and yet in so doing

. R. H. Shafto, The Wonders of the Kingdom (New York: George He
Doran Company, [1924]), ppe T¥e

12Gerald Kennedy, "Good News of Action," God's Good News (New
York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, ¢.1955), P 30e

BSha.f.‘bo, OPe E;:E-’ Pe 12¢
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he picturesquely portrays to us Who it was that alons could do these
mighty workse

Richardson has worked out the following statistics on the mira-
culous in Marks:

In St. Mark's Gospel some 209 verses oub of a total of 666

(to 16:8) deal directly or indirectly with miracle (i.ce over 31

per cenb)e ' If we omit the Marcan Apocalypse (cha 13) from our

caloculation, aboul one-third of the Gospel is concernsd with

miracles In the first ten chapters of the Gospel (i.es omitting

she whole Pasgion narvative), 200 oub of 125 verses deal. directly

or indirectly with miracle (lee. about 47 per cent).il

The above considerations are not intended to say that the other
Gospels ave unconcerned with ths miraculouss The seven miracles of
Ste Jolm's Gospel play a very significant role in his booke And both
latbhew and Luke reproduce most of the Marcan miracles (only ths Deaf
and "Dumb® lizn and the Blind ian at Bethsaida are peculiar to Hark).ls
But it is in liayk's Gospel that the concentration of the miraculous is
the heaviest, and where a distinet emphasis lies on the miracles
recorded.

For a helpful survey of the miracles in the triple and double
traditions and those recorded in a single Gospel only the reader is

referred to Appendix Be

u‘nichardson, Ths iracle-Stories of the Gospels, Pe b

155or o detailed study of the maaner in which the individual
evapgelists handle the miracle stories the reader is referred to ibid.,
PDe 100-22.
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The Words Employed to Express the Concept of Miracle

The Wew Testament employs three words to express what we are ‘
agcustonad to call "miracle.” These words ave Juvasu,ss (“mighty work?),
é—:‘r]ue?m/ (2sign), and f%:;o«-\s { "wondez™ ). A:J’m,u-/s is by far the pre-
ferred vord, being used, according to iy, one hmdred Hwenby times in
the New Tes banent.lé Iba bagie wsaning of Ypower® is, of course, in
mind more ofbten than its Ymiracle meaning® of "mighty worke® As
Richardson points out, #¥7au/5 emphasizes the essential biblical
notion of miracles as the resull of the operation of the :f:;'{/«g_.eu;}’
{power) of God, who is the sourcs of all power and with whom all things
are possible (Gene 13:lli; Jere 32:175 M, 10=_27>.1?

.'.lcf':m/w. /5 is employed in 3te Mark in direct connscition with a
mighty work in 5330, where in the Healing of the Woman with the Issue
of Elood i% is said of desuss ¥percelving in himself that power
(S u'm/scu') had gone forth from him, « ¢« «% IUs precise meaning of
mighty work? ocours in 632 ("What mighty workse oo dmgusers T AT L
arc wrought by his handsit), 635 (“M he could do no mighty Worlke
dovamev —there, o o o)y 631l ("Some said, Johm the baptizer has been
raiged from the dead; that is why ‘these porweré- ac d Uim;cits--are at
work in hime"}, and 9339 ("for no one who does 2 mighty work— Juvares
—ia ny namo will be able soon after to speak evil of me.")e Its native

153rs.e May, "For Powe Wenb Forth From Him," Catholic Biblical
Quarterly, XIV (April, 1952), 100s

17A1an Richardson, "Miracle,” in A Thaolo%cal Word Book of the
Bible, edited by Alan Richardson (New York: an vompany,
©.1950), pe 152.
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meaning of "power® or "powers' occurs in 9:1 ("Truly, I say o you,
there are somo standing here who will not taste death before they see
the kingdom of God coms With power— Jfivquia'), 12:2l ("Is not this
why you are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the powerww
Jivomes —of God?M), 13125,26 ("and the stars will b falling from
heaven, and the powerse 4. J 17:/«:];:’4- f/5==in the heavens will bo shakens
And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with greabt
power— JUviuinsmeand gloxy."), and 14262, where it is used as a peri=-
phrasgis for God Himself (Yand you will see the Son of man sitting at
the right hand of Powele Jwa;fa tulimmg and coming with the clouds of
hea.ven.“).

The second word for miracle is & 7,.us'?af ("sign®)s A sign is not
alweys a miracle (cf. ths "sign® to ths shepherds in Lk, 2:12); in

8

its bagic and broad meaning it is merely "MHerkmzl fuer etwas, “l But
when it is employed in the sense of miracle, it has greab significance,
ag Trench points outs

Among all the names which miracles bear their ethical end and

purpose comes cub in éyeeizv with the most distinciness, « « o

It is involved and declared that the prime object and end of the -

mirvacle is to lead us to something oub of and beyond itselfs that,

so to speak, it is a kind of fingerepost of Gods « . « valuable,

not o much for what it is, as for what it indicates of the grace

and power of the dosr, or of his immediate connexion with a

higher spiritual worlde « « «19 ;
Thimme also observes that Zeichen "™weisen ueber sich selbst hinaus und

erwarten, dass man nicht bel ilmen stehen bleibi, sondern sich durch

18
Holmut Thielﬂ.cke "Das Wunder,” Theolo dexr Anfeohhjg
{(Tuebingen: Je Ce Be ll;hr (Paul Sieéeck): 19%’

Po ®
19richara G. Trench, 8 of the New Testament (9th edition;
Grand Rapids: Vime Be Eerdm%lﬁﬁ Company, 1000), ppe 342=li3.




12
gie auf das Eigentliche das hinter ihnen steht und durch sie

angekuendigt wird, verweisen 1asse."2°

How precisely this designa~
tion of miracle as sign suits St. ;Tohn's Gogpel, where the seven
niracles recorded lend order to the whole, and where each record of a
mivacle ie followed by expogition and explanation, is abtested by the
fact that éyu ¢ro/ is Ste Joln's favorite word for miracle { 6y eioV
occurg soms sevenieen times in Ste John's Gospel, TE pas but onge in
L8, and Ji)flr';ﬁ,.t;fb never)e

‘T‘Iﬂa word &nn éiov is used with reference to miracle in Ste Mark
in 8:11,12:

The Pharisees cama and began to argue with h:un, seeking from him

a sign (eyueiov ) from heaven, to test him, And he sighed

deeply in his spirit, and said, Why does this generation seck

for a sign ( ¢quiiev )2 Truly, I say to you, mo sign ( énmeiov )

ghall be g:}.ven to this generation.
Tt is employed in connection with the Iast Things in 13:L ("Tell us,
when will his be, and what will be the sign— é7usio/ —when these
things are all to be accomplished?"), as part of the deception of the
false Christs and false prophets in 13:22, and in connection with the
work of Jesug! disciples in 16:16 ("ind these signs— 6yi ¢re —will
accompany ‘those who believes: . o o), and 16:20 ("And they went forth
and preached everywhsre, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed
- the message by the signs— 67;,u gl ~that atiended item)e J

The third word for miracle is 7E0«S , ™wonder,® the action which

2°Ephoma Thimna, "Ze:lehen, in Biblisch-Theologisches Handwoerter-
herausgegeben von Edo Osterloh und Hans Enge etbingens
nhoeck & Ruprecht, ¢ 1954), pe 703.



13
the miracle produces being transferred to the designation of the
miracle itseli‘.zl "I"b is the Jl:rl.racle,“ Trench explains, "regarded as
a gtartling, imposing, amazement-wakening portent or prodigys « « » ."22
Since such an impre;saion was the very last thing Jesus intended His
miracles to create, the New Testament (with the exception of LActs 2:19,
which is an 01d Testament quotation) never uses the word Tt/paxs alonze
It speaks of gigns and wonders, of signs alone and of mighty works
alons, bubt not of wonders alone. Trench makes a noteworthy observation

on this New Testament usage:

the fact which we are thus bidden to note is indeed eminently :
characterigtic of the miracles of the Na Te3 namely, that a title,
by which more than any other these might seem To hold on to the
prodigies and portents of the heathen world, and to havs somé-
thing akin to them, should thms never be permitted to appear,
exeept in the company of some other necessarily suggesting higher
thoughts about them,23
The Marcan apocalypse contains the only use of ths word 7EPAS
in Ste Marks; it is there used in 13:22 with reference to the wonders
of the falae Christs and false prophets who ™will arise and show signs
and wonders { 7!.’parar )s to lead astray, if possible, the elect.”
of E
A fourth word employed to denominate miracle is the simple Epyov ,
"worke® Although the almost exclusively faworite word of Ste Johm,
it is used in Mbe 11:2 and Lk. 24319 to include the miracles of Jesus.

And "bo ineclude? is its limited function when used :.-.n connection with

2lRichard Ce Trench, Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord (Popular
editions Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, Ge1909), Pe e

227rench, Synonyms of the New Testament, ppe 3il-hi2.
Doid,, p. 3z
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ths miracles, for it is basically the word which covers il the "works"
and deeds of Jesuse Tha word does mot occur in St. Mark, nor do the
1 following infrequently employed wordsz- E/v dofa (’_'glorious thingg,?
Ike 13517), rro'{p_o: Jafd ("strange things," Lk. 5:26), 1}dy,u4/é¢q_(ﬂmndgr-
ful things," Mte 2L:15), and Zpo¢ rA s ("wonderful deeds,® I Pot. 2:9)e

There are five New Testament passages in which o ry;m/:us y EM eloV
and i":’fpc—(d’ are employed togethers = Two of these pagsages vefer directly
to the miracles of Jesus, Peter preaches to the Pentecost crowdss

Men of Tarael, hear thess words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man

attested to you by God with mighty works ( Jovas ¢6¢ ) and

. wonders ( i‘pace ) and signs ( ¢yuessss ) which God did thirough

hin in youwr midst, as you yourselves know—, . . . (Acts 23:22)._
And the author to the Hebrews, writing about "such a great salvation,®
says: ; _

It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us

by those who heard him, while God also bore witness by signs

(éypeiors ) and wonders ( 7Epascy) and various miracles

( Juvdmescy) and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed

according to his own will (Heb. 2:3,4). '
The other three passages are Rome 15:19; 2 Core 12:12; 2 Thesse 239,
the first two referring to the works of the Apostle, the last to the
astivity of Satane

Although the th:'ee_ prineipé}'l. New Testament words for miracle are
not always, not even frequently, used to describe the individual miracle
stories of the Gospels, and although not a single miracle story is
explicitly describsd by all three words, the fact remains that these
words are descriptive of each and every miracle of Jesuse They do not
designate three different types of miraclesj 't.hey.designa?e any miracle
viewed from three aspects. Trench illustrates this po:lht, using the

Healing of the ?aralytic as a2n examples
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The bealing of the paralytic (ic. 2:1-1.2) vaas a wonder, for they
who beheld it "were all amaged®j it wes 2 , for the man ab
Christts word "arose, took up his bed, an {'orth before them

allv; it was a sign, for it gave boken tha Om greater than men
deemed wag among themy « o o

Clagsification of ths Miracle Stories

There ave probably as many ways to claseify the nighty works of
Jdesug ag there are those who attempt a classifications And, no doubl,
a miltitude of classifications is legilimate and ssrves mauy useful
purposese We shall briefly consider several atbempts ab classifications

Ce S. Lawris offers the following classifications W(1) Miracies of
Fertility (2) Hiracles of Healing (3) Miraclos of Destruction
(1) Miracles of Dominion over the Imorganic (5) iiracles of Reversal
(6) Miracles of Perfecting op Glm':i.t‘:l.::ad;i.:m.'"25 His sscond system,
although appearing to be quite simple, is theologically profound:

"(1) Mracles of the Old Creation, and (2) Miracles of the New Crea=
tion.“zé Te He Wiright offers an eightfold classifications
I Healings of bodily ailments
IT Hsalings of nervous disease
III Healings of nervous and psychical disorders
IV Revelations of power in the nature of Jesus
V Revelatlon of Jesus in nature and upon the
inorganic world
VI Power upon the organic world

VII Power wpon the imorganic world
VIII Raising of the dead2? :

Zhrreneh, Notes on the Miracles of Our Yoz Pe 6.

250, s. Lewis, Miracles (London: Geoffrey Eles, 19157), Pe 161-

%Ibido 9 Pe 1620

27“1‘13%, OPe _ﬁo s Pe 190,
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Robsrtson alluclas"bo the Tecommon division of Chrigt's miracles
e » + into miracles of mature, miracles on man, and miracles on the
spirit world,® He goes on correctly to point out that there is mo
tgharp line of cleavage®™ between the different classes of miracles
and that "we get & very little way in understanding Christ's power by
any an2lysis of the kind of miracles 'm'ougl'rb."zs Our purposes will
best be served by 2 simple classifiecation of Christ's miracles in*};o
four categories: healings, expulsions of demons, nature miracles,
and reauscitations.29 The Marcan representatives of each of these
categories are listed in Appendix Ce ‘It. is now ouwr endeavor to taks
up in order each of these miracle categories pointing up nscessary

considerations and making observations pertinent to our studye.
Healings

An effort to classify the various diseases represented in ths
healinge is about ag difficull as it is fubtils. For ons thing, as
is the case often today, diseases and defects did not always coms
gingly won the Gospel “patientse." Ths cure in 7: 31=37 is of both
deafnzes and a speech impediment; and the boy at the hill of Trans-
figuration (9:14=29) suffered from epilepsy, dumbness, deafness, in
addition to and probably ag a2 result of his possession by a demons
His case raises another considerationt Shall expulsions be classified

25, , Robertson, *The Miraculous Element in Mark's Gospel," - -
Studies in Mark's Gospel (New York: George H. Doran Company, €.1919),

29'1‘.135.5 is the classification of Beck, Ope Citey Pe 139
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with the other healings? Although Beck and others believe that heal-
ings and expulsions cammot always be sharply separa.ted,30 wo have chosen
to maks such a separation in our study. The reasons for this will be-
coms ¢cleay as we come® to consider the category of expulsionse It will
suffice here to say, with Wendland, that demonic influence iz not ths
cangs and explanation of all (or even many of) the sicknesses reported
in the Gospels.ﬂ
0f all tho miracles of Christ the healing miracles ars the

uclogest™ to us, for we are abls, partially at least, to undergtand
the process involved when a human body recovers from a disease, or
when a wound mends itselfs We are abls to picture Jesus doing "small

and closa“32

what God does gradually in the case of every recovery and
curee But the inadequacy of even this rationalization, and of every
rationalization with reference to the miracles of Christ, is apparent.
You simply cannot explain a miracle without to a certain extent ex=
plaining it away. That ths "closeness®™ of the healing miracles should
lead those of a heavily naturalistie outlook to accept many of the
healings of Jesus and then to explain them as cures by "suggestion,?
thus denying their miraculous character, is an unfortunate product of

owxr "scientific’ ages It will be interesting to see if such naturalistiec

3oIb1d. 35 Pe 2, : :
3:"t1.nm--l):te'lat:'ﬂ.el:t Wendl Miegsianitaet und Wunder,* Die Eschatologie
des Reiches Gottes bel Jamw((’an'eteulahz C. Bartalmsm’a, 19517, p. 536; :

32'!1:13 his Cs S« Lowis' idea of what happensd in owr Lord's miracles;
Ope _(_!_g-"_o, PPe 159=70,
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considerations will some day be able 1o explain and "de-miraculize®
the cures ab a distanoe?B which Jesus accomplishsd, The present
explanation of "coincidence" deserves no serious oonsic_iaration.

‘Although the healing stories vary in some details, a somewhat
similar pattern is observable in all of theme The sufferer iz introe
duced with somz namsd ailments the hsaling is performed by Jesus!?
word and/or actiony ths success of the cure is demonstrated by an
act or word; and there is some reaction on ths part of observara.ﬂ:‘
Pormgeschichte has, of course, capitalized on this healing pattern,
and, having ransacksd contemporary literature, has found a similar
patiorn in the Hellenistic and Rabbinic cures, from which sources,
it is affirmed, the evengelists borrowed their formge Bubt the
Formgeschichtlers appear to have overlooked a very simple points
there is no other way in which to relate the story of a healingl All
ong would nsed to do would be to insert the "mman element® into moderm
medical case histories to observe a very similar pattern.

Our discussion of the category of healings concludes with a con=
gideration of Ste Mark'!s description of those suffering from specific
ililnesses, his general description of the sick, and the words which
describe the curee

‘ 33rheré are two cures at a distance in the Gospels: The Centurion’s
Servant (Mte 83:5-13; Lk 7:1=-10), and The Hobleman's Son (Jn. Lsh6-53),
which we do not consider a variant of the Centurion's Servant, as does
Richardson, The Miracle-Stories of the % 78. Matthew and
Mark contdin an expulsion at a distance? hter of the Syrophoenician
Woman (Mbe 15:21-283 Mke 7:2Li=30)e

mack’ OPe c_i-t_o s PPe 1h=hi5e
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In Mark's Gospel there is one case of fever ( 7vp fecovedand
o avpt o5 s 1330,31), one leper ( A<wpss and 77°/i£’zrpd ’
1:40,42), ons paralytic ( mopaAvr/ao?, 283,1,5,9), a man with a
#withered hand® ( 23’7 papp €/\/375/ :jj,'(wv e (Eipas ?3133)3 B womAn:
trith a flow of bloodt ( foea iy pUecs L S AT aS 5 53255 ¥

n‘qy% ) m:fu_ura.:-‘ s 5229), a deaf and Waumb® ( I\:wt;‘ai'/ kac
poycAninty 7¢32) man, and two blind men ( ;g AcC), ond of Bethsaida
(8:22) and Bartimaeus the Beggar {10:46).

In the general statemenbts of cures ths sick are designated as
aKws Ei;@-: TAS (1332,3h; 22173 6:55), as having /u,:xlértyAS(f'rO.'n
AB T f » "scourge,” or "plague,® 3:103 5:29,3kL, in the latier two
citatiocns describing the sickness of the flow of blood as an egpecially
distressing disease), and ag ?{p;: we raheak,® 635,135 16:18),:

The cure is described by various wordse The most common is
Sop arcoev (Mo heal," 1a3h; 312,103 635,13)e The vorb of "restora~
tdonit { Geniadioraveir ) is employed at 3:5 and 8:25, Another wverb
of heeling ( /a6 fai ) occurs oncs (5:29), as doss the periphrastic

al a (>3

1ot -grtayls ('r"h@ whole,” 5:;31;), and Karws élfm:mx/(“tMy will
rECOVET, " lézlé). The leper is characteristically "cleansed®

{ «a 9—«,3: fecv s 1:ho,li1, k2, cf. Lly) from his unclean disease of leprosye
And lastly, and quite significantly, the verb &uw fsev (*to savel),
frequently employed of etfema.l. sp.ftrit‘ua.l rescue, occurs five time: ia

conneetion with sickness {5823,28,34; 63563 10:52)
Expulsions of demons

I pl#sir_:ai s:l.cima& is quite close to us, demon possession is
quits foreigne It is about as far removed from our daily experience
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as any phenomenon could be, Rawlinson's quotation of Canon J. O.
Hamnay states the situation well:

For the modern man ‘the whole apparatus of demons and their
works has passed into the region of nmyth. Even to those who
hold fast the ancient Christian falth, the existence of demons
is an obsgcure dogma rarely present to the consciousness. To

the primitive Christian demons were intensely real beings, and
belief in them was the most pressing and ingistent of all
beliefsé excepbing only the conviction that Christ could conguer
thome" 3

To present the Marcan material on demon possession and to attempt o
remove this phenomenon from ths "region of myth" will be our dual
purpose in this section.

There are seven distinel cases of demon posssession in ths
Synoptics=36

1. The Capernsum Demoniac, Mc, 1:23-265 Lk, L:33-36.

2. The Dumb Demonias, Mte 9232,33; Lk. 1lsll.
3. Ths Gadarens Demoniac, Mt, 8:28-3ls Mk, 5:1-205 Lk, 8:26=39.

lie The Blind and Dumb Demoniac, Mte. 12222,

Se %l{_ze_ rrber of the Syrophoenician Woman, Mte. 15:21-283
1 ®

6. The Bpileptic Boy, Mte 17:1=2L3 Mk, 9:1Ui=295 Lke 9:37-4i3.
Te- The Woman with a Spirit of Infirmity, Lk. 13:10-17.

Of these St. Mark records the four (relatively more important) cases
underlined in 1;he abqve‘liat-ing. The summary accounts which mention
expulsions (cf. 12343 3:11,12; 6:13) indicate that the fully narraied

3%3. 0. Hannay The in of Christian Monasticl
oe 3 e O Homny, The Spirip md R e
Gospel," St, Mark (6th editions :.ondonz Methuen & Company Ltd., 1947),
Aviiexiviidi.

3631'.. John records no cases of demon posséssion.



2%

cages are only examples of many cascs of demon pogsession and that
"ehe Saviour's {sic | pover over the demons is a leading motif in the
Gospels, especially in Sl. Iﬂa.rk.“37 Bub Ibadlam is incorrect when he
goes so far as Lo say: "To cagl oub devils, o cure thoge possessed
of evil spirils, is represented as the work of our Leord more constantly
then any other mireculous act:?.v:?.t:r.“Bg

The vecord leads us to believe that demon possession was common
and frequent ab the time of ocuwr Lord. Femner thinks that we are conw
fronted by an gpidemic of posssssions in the early Christian w';iznes.ag
And Geldsnlyys speaks of the "amazing scale™ on which demon posssssion
oscurred dweing Jesug? appearance on aar‘ah.ho Alexander offers a most
probable explanstion of bhis fachs

The incexmation initiated the establishment of the kingdom of

heaven upon earth, That determined a counter movement among

the powers of darkngss. Gemuine demonic possgession was one of

its manifestations, :

We turn now to a consideration of the menper in which Ste. Mark
describes ths possessing demon, those possessed, and the expuilsion, In
every case where rrvea/m (®spirith) is employed to describs & demon

the qualifying adjective @Ka f#ap7os ("unclean') is added (1:23,26,27;

3TRalinson, Christ in the Gospels, pe 35.

36Art1'mr C. Headlam, The Life and Teaching of Jesus the Christ
(Londons John Murray, 1925)"’ De LObe

39Friedriah Fenner, Die Erankheit im Neuen Testament (Ieipzig:
Je C. Himrichs'sche Bucmﬁﬁd'lung, 1930); pe 70.

l'al\.o:c-\mil. Geldenhuys, Gomuen on the Gospel of Luke (Grand Raq::lds
Wme Be Eerdmans Publishing Company, )s De

' m‘ﬂilli.a:n Monzies Alexander, Demonic’ Possession in the New Testa~
ment (Edinburgh: Te & Te Clark, 1%2;, o 219
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3311,303 532,8,135 6375 71253 9125}, exnept in 9817, whore the refer=

ento is to & TVELMA  KAAAGV {® Gamity spsrit;w the to mvelpa of
9320 veferring back to this), more fully described by our Lord as 70
AXaNoY Kal ICWPOV (Mdaafh) svelua (9825)e It is instruebive o
note that AKa Sapresis nob employed in the Gospels except as a deseription
of spirite {demons)e It is not an easgy matiter to determine why Tunclean®
should be employed to deseribe the spirits; and not many scholars have
attempted the task, Perhaps Du Brau is on the right track when he

writess

This momenslature [[“unclean gpiritt] mo doubt havks back to the

impure and unclean gpirit of idolairys To the enmobled and

regonerated Christian soul,; uncleansss was inseparable from

the pagans? worship of their lesser divinitips, or demons, both

fron 2 physical and psyehical point of views
The actual word Ju(xsviov (®demon®) oecurs ab 1:3h bis, 395 3315,22
biss 63135 7926,29,305 93383 1619,17s and ths verb Jacwov!Tredic at
12323 5315,16,18, used gubgtantively to descriha the on® possessad,

With regard to the persons possessed, tl;us Capernaum demoniac is
said to b &Y mvedmarTe dkafedpr(li23), as is also’ the Gadarens
demoniae (5:1=20)s The Syropibezﬁciaa"l daughter is gaid to "have"

( ai)gw ) an ®unclean up:lrit“ (7325), as the epileptie boy "has"
{ E_)\ovm ) a Fdunb spirit* (9417).

The verb desor:lbing the expulsion is elther é’f'ap)(eez}dt. (*oom
on'b," 1r25,203 538,135 6113 Te29,313 9:25,29), or £K BRANECY (Moast
out,® 1234,395 35153 7¢263 9318,28,383 1639,17)s curiously each verd is
employed nine times in connection with demons in Mark's Gospel.

MR T.DuBrau,"EdlSpmta“OommjaM wx
(Apri1, 1939), 277 4
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Thers appear W bo no attendant maladies in the casas of ths
Capernaum, Gaderens and Syrophoenician demoniacs, bub the boy 2t ths
hill of Transfiguration suffered from epilepsy, deafnsss and dusbness
in addition to {o® in conjunction with and as a resuld of) his possession.
Bub this case of the epileptic boy does not indlcate that all cases of
ordinary sicknesas are attributed o a demonic canse in The Compels.
Such & position is so frequently taken by modern scholarshiph? thet 4%
is necossary for us to emphasize that demon pessession %la distinguished
s o o Trom cases of ordinsry sicikness, insanity (%lunacy!), leproy,
blindnags, lamencss, doafnsss, and other natural defects and diéeases.“!‘h
Hotdce how carefully Matthew deliniates diseases and possessions
. So his fam gpread tlroughoud all Syria and they broughd him
el e siek ( dvras oS Kaxds Dxevrns ), those afflicted
with various digeases ( mocxiAwis vdeess ) and paing (Brsdves),
dawoniacs { Jacmov. §om €veus), epilaptics (6eAy va foiivars),
© and parelytics { mapa Avrik wis ), and he healed them (Mtte lLs2ls
ofe Mts 53153 10333 iice 63133 Tk, LshOs T321,22) :
Foavster poinbs up three considsrations which distinguish demon
possession from amy other phonomenons
" Es ist nichi so, dass im ¥ alle Erankheiten auf Daemonsn
surueckgefuolat wordone « « o Zway nicht alle Krankheiben sind
Dasmonoswerk, aber alle Krankheiten koennen als des Teufels Werk
. angesshen werdene Bei den meisien Besessenheitsgeschichisn aber

~-und dag ist das Zwelte—-handelt es sich um etwes anderes, um
eine Zerstoerung und Verleinung der schospfungsgemaessen

" OGottescbenbildiichkeit des Henschen, indem das Zentrum dey
Persoenlichkeit, das Ich als bewusst wvollendes und handelndes, von
fremden Maschiten lalmgelegt ist, die den lbbnschen verderben wollen
und 4hm gelegentlich bis mu Selbstzerstoerung treiben (M, 5t5).

® & & & % 6 & & % & 6 & & & A @ & & H 0 & 6 6 & 9 & N O & 6 ° @ &

e

43366, for examle, S, Vernon eGasland, By the Finger of God
(Ve Yorks The Moomillan Company, €.1951), 1;-%7'.'— g

l‘hﬁm, OPe _0_1_"-"_.' Pe 17h0
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Den Daemonen wohnt zum dritten als 7vedmar KA ein

besonderes Wisgsen imme, Sio muessen dieses Wissen aus-

sprechen, e« « o o

Several other facts aboult demons and demon possession deserve
notice. Ibre than one demon may take up residence in a person. "iy
nams is Iegiony for we are many® (5:93 cf. Mt. 12:43=li53 M, 16:9)e
The demons recognize Jesus and express their recognitione The Capernaum
demon sayst "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Hagareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, thé Holy One of God® (1:2h).
The Gadavene legion cries: "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Mogt High God?" (5:7)e How applicable Jas., 2:19: "Even the demons
believe=wand shudder®} Tha case of the Syrophoenician daughter is an
expulsion at a distance and we have no record of the demon's reaction
when the mother confronted Jesus with ber requeste The epileptic boy
suffered from dumbnessy the demon was thus deprived of the wehicle of
confessions Bub that ecach and every demon knew Jesus is stated in
1:3h: ®and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons
to speak, because they knew him," So characteristic of demons is this
recognition of Jesus for what He is that Alexandsr considers this cone
feasion "the classical criterion of gemuine demonic possessi.tm.“h6

Another fact that needs to be noted is that demon possession is
to be differentiated from possession by Satan, It is one thing to be
possessed by the leader of the demm himself, and quite another to be

h&m Foerster, "Agé':wv,;e:n Theologisches Woerterbuch mm
Neuen Testament, herausgegeben von. haﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁe‘i"ﬁﬁ T Ver
Von We KoRlhammer, 1935), II, 19

l'énlemndar, Ope Cites Do 150.

-
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possessed by one or more of his horde, Geldentmys rightly explains
regarding the demon poosesseds

Those possessed are depicted throughout as unfortunate sufferers

who by no fault of thelr own are dominated by evil spirits and

who, when the spirits are cast out by Jesus, accept, their deliver-

anse with joy and gratitude (Mke 5:18-203 Lk, 8:2).47
In their case no forglvensss of sins is hinted at, no prior faith in
Jesus is expected, and no moral consequences attend their actions while
possessade How different the case of Judas, whom "Satan entered”

(Jn. 13:27).

Before wo venture to say that we have removed the phenomsnon of
demon possession from the "region of myth® we need to note and refute
some objections to its actuality and to make some positive attemts to
defond its actuality. One objection to danon' possession as a separate
and distinet phenomenon is presented by Battenhouse, who writess |

Knowing that be the word "demons® they [the ancients]were but

giving & name to the fact of sin and evil in the world, can we

say, today, that they were wrong?h8
We believe that this statement, in addi‘bion to glossing over the
difficulties involved, fails to note that the New Testament can nams
“gin and evil® without any reference to damg»n possessions Ths word
"demons® does indeed designate sin and evil, but it does so as a
distinet phenomenon especially prevalent during Jesus' ministrye

A second objection is raised by McCasland, whose book By the Finger
of God was written to uphold the accuracy and credibility of the

h7G@1d0WB’ ODe Eé-_tq s Pe l?h.

enry M. Battenhouse, Christ in the Gospels (New York: The
Ronald Press Company, €e1952); Pe 1G3s
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Gospel expulsion narratives at the expemse of holding that demon
possession equals insanity, The following is a typical quotation from
McCasland: "Physlcians in our time call disorganizations of the mind
neuroses or psychosesy the ancients called the same phenomena demon
possession.’“hg In answer we refer again to Mt. L22l, where the demoniacs
and epileptics (the closest probzble description of insanity in the
Gospels) are differentiated, and to the quotation of Foerster cited
above.50 We majntain that the demon had an effect on ths mind of the
one possessed, & profound and extensive effect, but we are wwilling
to see the existence of demons and the realily of demon possession
ritten off the record® by any explanation which holds that.the
ancients ignorantly accepted and employed demon possession as their
explanation for what we know as insanity. We take owr stand with

Zahn, who wrote:

Those who are possessed are mentally diseased and, according to
Mark, are cases of extreme insanity, Bul the true meaning of

the account is not that those who are afflicted have in their
delusion identified themselves with the demons by whom they be-
lieve themselves to be controlled, but, on the contrary, that
actually existing demons have taken possession of the whole
psychophysical organism so completely that the ego of the patient
can no longer ubtter even a cry for freedom.5l

But there is another facet to this second objection: namely,
that if the demon possessed of the Gospels are not to be simply considered
as insane, then we have no accounts of cures of the insane in the

Y9 yscastand, op. eite, Do 2

*supra, pe 23te

SLtheodor Zahn, __% quoted by Theodore
Grasbner, "Demoniacal Possess n, ;" Conco heological Monthly, IV
(avgust, 1933), 592,
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Gospels, whereas we have such accounbs in ancient seculer literature;
and, if ‘the demon possessed are just whait these two words mean, then
wo have m cases of pcssessibn in the ancient world outside of the
Gospels. The case is succinctly stated by Goulds

The dilemma ls very curiouse Outside the N, T., no demoniacal

possession, but only lunacy and epilepsys in the N. Te, no-

cases oi:‘ 1ux5;33y and epilepsy proper, but only demoniacal

possession,
This objection overlooks the &¢A» viadow fvaus of Mte h=2h,53 and
incorrsctly confines demon possession to the New Testament. LIcGinJ.ay's
study reveals the practice of exorcism in Hellenic miracle stories,
although there is a distinet scareity of such practice in the Hellenie
world when compared to the exorcisms in Rabbinie circlas.gh It thus
appears impossible categorically to deny cases of possession in the
Hellenic tradition and cases of insanity in the Gospels, But let us
frankly admit that it is difficult to find a clear reference to in-

sanity in the Gospels. Let us also admit that the dividing line between

5250ra P, Gould, A Gritical and Dxegetical Commentary on the

Go%el Aocor% to St. Xk (Wew Yorkes es Scribner's Sons, ©.1896),
Pe ° ce aSﬁIﬂ; Ope E&E" Pe 66.

53This reference is admitiedly quite indecisive, for the relation
between insanity, epilepsy and "lunacy" in the Gospels is far from
being clearly understood. It is, perhaps, as good a guess as any to
say that é6€lnv.ATeedac covers epilepsy, lunacy and insanity, and
thus Mt. L2l gives us one notice of insanity in the Gospels. The
situation is complicated by ths fact that Matthew employs the same
verb in 17:15 (ths only other usage in the New Testament) as the
father's description of the epileptic boye If our above guess is true,
Hatthew'!s version of this incident makes the boy both insane and
possessed, One fact remains certain: the boy had a demon (Mt. 17:18).

Shmureme Je McGinley, Form-Criticism of the tic
Narratives (Woodatock, Mdes Woodstock Gollege Fﬁa%& s De 10Le
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insanity and demon possession may not always have been carefully ob-
served by the ancients. The subject is here beget with difficulties
and remains shrouded in silence. But such silence dare not be allowed
Yo deny the existence of demohs or the reality of demon possessions

In each of Mark's four expulsions we are dealing with a ¥spirit."

Ve have already alluded to the fact ﬁha‘b demon possession is con-
centrated in the period of our Iord's ministry. Something similar to
it is recorded in 1 Same 16:1Lff. and 1 Kgs. 22:22ff,3 and the Acts
recorded several cases (16:16-183 19::1.].-16).55 But it would seem that
the story does not end here, for, whether or not demon possession has
contimed throughout the Christian centuries, there appears to be excel=-
lent evidence that it has been in existence in regent timese 4. Mo
Hunter, a careful and cauntious Scottish scholar, writes in his recent
little commentary on St. Marks

o one acquainted with the facts will deny that the phenomena

ageribed in the Gospels to evil spirits are well attested in

both ancient and modern times (though nowadays such phenomena
are mostly seen in the mission field among primitive peoples).

« o o Competent observers have declared that these phenomena

are only intelligible on the hypothesis of demon-possession.’d
Unger records the following about the work of the famed Dr, John C.
Neviugs

Dr. Jolm C. Novius, @ missionary to China from 1854 to 1892,

in the prosecution of his Christian work there was faced with

the question, which was constantly forced upon his attention:
nIs there such a thing as demon possession in the latter part of

Ssﬁeldermﬂ,‘@_. 9_5;!'!_0 » Pe 17h.

0y roribaid M, Humter, The Gospel According to Saint Mark (Londons
SCM Press Litds, 1948), pe 33. See also W, Thnter, Inter-
preting Paul's Gospel (Lomdon: SCM Press Ltde, 195h), ppe Th=10s
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. the Ninsteenth Century?" Dr. Nevius' experiences and careful,
unbiased study of strange psychical phenomena in Shantung
Province present unequivocal evidence of the widespread existence
of demon possession in modern pagan China, the author recording
mumberous cases, thoroughly authenticateds>?
And even Cadoux admits that "there are certain phenomsna in mental
diseage for which the hypothesis of spirit~possession provides an
eagier explanation than any other."ga

One more positlve consideration deserves attention. It is simply
this, that our Lord Himself believed in the existence of demons and
diagnosed the four Marcan cases under our study as cases of genuine
demon possessions The only way in which to get aroum} this fact is to
posit an accommodation theory by which Jesus operated, Ve shall have
more to say on this subject latere

We bring om-r extended discussion oi‘ the category of expulsions
% a close, conscious that we have been dealing with a largely unknown
supernatural world and with a subject "on which it isg excusable to be
in smspemse,"59 yet hopeful that in soms small way we have removed

demon possession from ths “region of mythe"

5Tierrill Fe. , "Biblical Demonology and Demon Possession,®

Biblical Demonolo ton, I1l.: Van Kampen Press, InC.s Ce1952)
Ps 87+ See John 5. Nevius, Demon Possession andmi;d Thm’nea"(Sth g
editiong New York: Fleming V. ROVell GOmpanys NeQe)s PPe J=0le

5 8ceuil Jolm Cadoux, "The Conqueror of Satan,"” The Historic
Mission of Jesus (New York: Harper & Brothers, neds), pe 0be

59&‘“00’ 920 _c!-i'i.’ Po 181.
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Nature miracles

The nature miracles, like the expulsions of demons, are quite
beyond our ken, Some have tried to explain (away) the Stilling of the
Storm and the Withering of the Fig Tree by positing a coincidental ex-
planation—a very unsatisfying procedure to serious scholarship., The
futile attempts to rationalize the feedings have met with little success.
The conjecture that the four thousand in Matthew and Mark is a doublet
of the five thousand in all four Gospels (the only miracle thus attested)
does not remove the miracley and the conjecture about "sharing hithexrto
horded provisions" deserves the "brush off® accorded it by serious
Biblical scholarshipe The "ghore theory® with reference to Jesus!
Walking on the Water has met a similar merited fate. It is heartening
to hear F. G, Grant, a scholar who is neither conservative in his
‘theology nor reticent in his criticism, say with regard to the nature
miracless

Whether we can "explain® them or notewand I doubt if we can
fexplain® them to the satisfaction of the mind of cur genaration
—-they had better be left as they stand, as an indispensabls
element in the gospel story and as the evidence (for the first
century) of the stupendous power and true value of ths oncoming
kingdom of God, the proof of "the powers of the age to comem
(Feb. 635) and the assurance that the ministry of Jesus, and
contimious with it, the spread of the church was not lmman in
origin or devising, but was the mighty act of God for the
salvation of men. b

The evangelists certainly had mo difficulties with the nature miracles
and felt little difference betwoen them and the acts of Jesus upon

nan, 5

6°F‘reder5.ck C. Grant, “lﬁracles,"'. An Introduction to New Testa-
ment Thought (New York: Abingdon Press, ©+1950), De 1508e

613901‘5, OPe P_i_ﬁo; pe 209.
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The nature miracles are quite severely restricted, We have listed
the five of Mark's Gospels the only one to be added from the other ‘
Gospels is John's account of Changing Wg;berl to Wine at Cana (Jn, 2:1-11).
The general references to mags mivacles contain no hint of nature
miracles, and, although ths power to heal, expel demons and raise the
dead was commmnicated Yo the disciples, they are nowhere informed and .
authorized %o perform nature miraclese And yet with all these _
restrictions the six nature miraecles of the Gospels are well attested,
They are found in each period of Jesus! ministry, in the Fourth Gospel,
and in both the double and triple synopsise The Walking on the Water
is recorded by Matthew, Mark and Johny the Stilling of the Storm and
the Withering of the Fig Tree by Matthew; ¥=rk and Lukej the Feeding
of the Four Thousand by Matthew and Merks and the Feeding of ths Five
Thousand by all four evangelistse "They are therefore as well attested

as the works of hea.ling."62

But what purpose did they serve? That Jesus' healings, expulsions
and resuscitations benefited the recipients goes without saying, but
how about the nature miracles? Cartledge sets us off to a proper
answer of this question when he notes "that these miracles were worked
for ths benefit of human beings just as were the other miracless it
makes no important difference that men were helped indirectly rather
than divectly.n°>

S2r1ght, ope cite, Do 189
et Gartledge, "Studia Biblica, XXTX. The Gospel of
liark,” Interpretation, IX (April, 1955), 192



32
Bruce paints out the surface purpose served by the storm
incidenta:
In the storm incidents we encounter miracles which, whether
providential or not in nature, were certainly such in aim.
The object Jesus had in view in both cases was to guard against
danger threatening the men with whom the fortunes of the kingdom
were identified, Danger is expressly pointed at in the story
of the stilling of the storm, and it is pretty plainly implied
in the other narrative concerning the walking on the 502,0
The feedings served the surface purpose of feeding hungry people,
very hungry people in ths ease of the four thousand (8:2,3)s Very
likely the five thousand were Jews, the four thousand Gentiles. There
is very much to commend two separate :‘;‘eed:i.ngs.65
The Withering of the Fig Tree is for some the most perplexing
story in the Gospels. It is not the nature miracle itself, but the
supposed unworthy light which it casts on the character of Jesus which
finds objections It is held to be frankly incredible that He should
have used His power to wither a fig tree because it did not yield figs
two or three months before its natural time {this was the time of the
Pagsover and figs do not ripen until Juns)e Thus Bumter, for ons, beset
by this perplexity, holds that the source and kernel of Mark's story
was Luke's parable of the fig tree (I.lc..~J.3:6-9).66 This would, of course,
mean that Mark invented the miracle story. It does nob seem necessary,

however, to go to such lengths to explain this story. It is an "enacted

Gr*lmwe, Ope Cilte; Pe 27Le .

65nschardson, The Mirasle-Stories of the Gospels, ppe 97-98. A
further purpose of the Teeding miracies is seen by some scholarsg in their
possible Eucharistic significance; cf. ibid., PPe 96-97. _

663.;:;1-,31-, The Gospel According to Saint Mark, pe 1104
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parabie,"®7 but let us mot drop the Menacted® unless compelléd to do
s0s Lot us frankly admit ‘bha:!‘, this is the only example of a “eursing
miracle" on the part of Jesus, and thal every other miracle wag of soms
help and service to pecples Te believe that there is, nonetheless,
ample jusbtification for this mracles
For one thing, such enacted parsbles "were not without precedent
among the Jews (see Hose 1sl=33 Jne Lsé=ll; Mt. 13:10=15)s And in Jesus!
own teaching, the recourse to enigmatical methods that should force men
to think, was not uncomon.“68 Furthermore, as Lohse correctly observes:
Judgment 1s coming upon Israel, because it bears no fruit, because
it has failed to recognize and to accept the Christ of CGod, because
it hag rejected Him and condemned Him to the crosse Jt nt has
slready been passed upon the unbelieving peopls of GodeS
¥hen note iz taken of the fact that the Cleansing of the Temple umediately
follows the Withering of the Fig Tree the picture becomes even clearers
Jesus "on the eve of spiritwal conflict with a nation whose prime and
patent fault was hypocrisy or false pretense, s o ¢ here finds a tree
guilty of the same thinge It gives him his opportunity, ?uithou'b hurting
anybody, to sit in judgment on the faulte® !0 In addition, there was
deep meaning in this miracle for the disciples, whether they grasped
it at thal time or not; and Jesus put the whole incident to didactie
uso in the context of Peter's obsemtd.on that the tree had "withered

éT1chardson, The Miracle-Storiss of the Gospels, ps 57.
68 0ould, ope Cite, Pe 212

698anard Lohse, Mark's Witmess to Jesus Christ (London: Lutterworth
Press, 1955), pe 61e

7°Gou1d,. Ope v cites DD 211-12,
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away to its roots" (11:21-25), And lastly, C. S. Lewis, tying the
fig tree incident in with God's constant action in nature and applying
his principle of "small and ciose" for a partial explanation of the
miracles of Christ, pointedly calls our attention to the fact that "no
tree died t.ha-ﬁ year in Palestine, or amy year anywhere, except because
God dide==or rather ceased to do==gomething to it."n There is little

Justification for any questioning of the Cursing of the Fig Tree.

Resuscitations

The one Marcan resuscitation need not detain us long here in this
preliminary consideration of the miracles by categorieses That ths
young daughter of Jairus was definitely dead is expressly stated by
Ste Iuke ( cido7es o7 awE Savey » 8253), and an honest study of the
Matthaecan and Marcan narratives yields the same conclusion. let it
be admitted that we cannot definitely pinepoint the instant of death,
in fact we cannot even precisely define wihat death actually ise And
our knowledge of the state of being beyond physical death is still less,
All such considerations admitted, the young daughter of Jairus was
"deads®™ And Jesus brought her back to life.

Mark's marching scenes lead toward one climax, The response that

Jesus made to the fathert!s first pitiful plea, his fear-banishing

words ag he overruled the death message of the messengers, his

strong questions to the mourners and his olimactic life-giving

words to the girl all point in fourfold fashion to One ud.ghb'y in
word and in power to overcoms death and to restore lifeel

7115!15, %‘ Eé'-t.’ p. ]690
T2Bsck, ope Cites Pe 2124
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Here is the resuscitation of a young girl who had Jjust died; the young
man at Nain (Tk, 7:11-16_) had been dead one day and was on his way to
buxia.l; and Lazarus (Jne 11:1=5l) had been dead four days before the
almighty and irrestible call to life began with his nams. These are the

three resuscitations of the four gospelss
The categories crossed by a common cause of calamity

Were we to say that sickness and death, demon possession and
calamities in nature occurred at our lord's time and occur today because
the world has gome awry; and were we further to say that it was Jesus!
migsion to set the world aright, we ‘ghould be meking two vague statements
which would enjoy general a.ccep‘bancé. Our purpose in the following paras
graphs is to show in small compass that the amyness is due to sin and
Satan and that the miracles picture Jesus setting matters aright. We
ghall here be dealing with a common cause of all luman calamity, a
double cause, and yet hardly double. It may be somewhat belpful for
us to think of sin with a capital "S" (Sin) and to see Satan behind :
this *Sin=force"; and/or to see 9in when we say Satan, the father of ite
Althovgh this is conceptually difficull, for practical  purposes Sin
equals Satan, or vice Versde

Job had rejected the idea that specifisc sicknesses are to be
attributed to specific sinss Jesus also rejected this widespread belief
(cf. Lie 13s1-5; Jne 911-3)§ "but this mist not be taken as a denial of
any relationship between sickness and sinet’> To realize this we need

Tlan Richardson, "Heal," in A Theological Viord Book of the Bible
ed:i.;':ed'by Alan Richardson (New York: 1an G o"""mam-;'bws%—. ,
‘Pe 103,




345
but cons:!.d.ex; the Healing of the Paralytic (2:1=12), "It is the only
miracle where a. physical healing is brought into direct commexion with

"71‘ The Ona bhafore whom tha

the proclamation of fargiveness of sinse
paralytic is lowered is none other than Ho of Whom the Psalmist had

said that He forgives all iniguities, and heals all diseases (Pse 103:3)e
Harnsck's well=knowm statement, which climaxes in a reference to this
story, deserves our attentions

Jesus says very littls aboub sicknesss he cures it, He does not

explain that sickness is healthy he calls it by its proper nams,

and is sorry for the sick persone There is nothing sentimental

or subtle about Jesus; he draws no fine distinctions, he utters

no gophistries aboubt healthy people being really sick and gick

people really healthye He sees himself surrounded by crowds of

sick folks he attracts thomy, and his one impulse is to help them,

Jesus does not distinguish rigidly between sicknesses of the body

and of the souly he takes them both as different expressions of

the one supreme ailment in humanitye Bul he kmows their sources.

He knows it is easier to say, "Riss up a.?d walk," than to say,

"Iy sing are forglven theo®(iice 2:9)e!

The relation be‘bween suffering and gin is further indicated by ons
of ths vely words used to describe suffermgz maffliction,® "blow,
“plagua," the /wwrcf of 331103 5:29,34. The word of rescue, 6c‘u$‘€w
(5223,28,3Us 62563 10852), is of even: greater significance, being used
of both physical and spiritual rescue (cfe Ike 7:18,50)s "The Christian
picture of Jesus as the Good Physician, the Saviour {sic] of both the

body and the soul, is wellmgrounded upon the stories of the Gcnapels."?6

L B g Kingdom,® The- Mission
and Achievement of Jesus {Chicagos Aleo R. Allenson, Inc., 195%), Pe Lle

"5pdolph Harnack, The Mission and ion of Christianity in the
First Three Centuries, transiated from Jdames
mwmﬁ;'m Yorks Ge Pe Putnan's Sons, 1908), I, 101c

76B.icha:rdaon, 9Heal," pe 103,
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The waiation hetwoon death and sin needs 143Ye elahovations Teath
1o thn nahesl end of disecse vnowred, c..rzri the end of the Yhoeltlyn man

toceenll basause of oin {ef, Roms 5:12 et al.)s

Satan "o nob only the father of whoso who sin,Y says Rrmos, "bub
ha is the Yyramb of thoss who mi’farﬁw Wha' wo have said sbonth sin
and sickipas and death poss for Saban and sicimess and death wloo. The
one ig & porgon, the olber %8 a powers Dub the satanis attack won men
voazhes 1%a wovel pealr ug iz m‘?ziioﬁs telie pogaeasion ‘o.i' mode That tha
casos of possession in the Gospels ave tho work of Satants "undoresniriteh
is the menifest testimny of the Baelzehub Jontvoversy {3:22«07) and of
the gtovy of the Infim Vomen (Tks 33510=17), "who hed & goivit of ine
£20dEy," cold Ywlon Sotan bounde?

Zaln niosly pills together the thoughts of tids sectdon of oup
study whon he wdbeass ' 7

Jonar grunileopende Sleg Josu ucher Satan ist mumaechst eine

Usberwindung der versuchericchen ieoht Satany und demdd dew

Susndes eber anf der Macht, welche Saten auf dem elttlichen

Oebiete ucber die Mensohen ausuebt, berubt euch seing ¥acht auf

dem Gebicte dos physischon Licbensy welche er nicht nay' an don

Rogespeneri, sondern in dlen Keankheitsformen (Tk, 13:11=153 Achs

10338} und im Sterben der Menschen (Jne Bally) boweiste76

- Thore is & curious incident whioh soms believe 'bies in one of the

rature miracies with the sotanie, The address of Jesus to the vind and
soa (L¢35=41) 18 said to indicate that He is addressing the demon of the
gtorms  Teob uo mote right now that this oppliss to only ome of the

L ¢ibey Pe 17s » .




38
nature miracles, and is a rather nebulous interpretation, as we hope
to showe This is not to deny that calamities in nature are dus to

satanic force, nor to imply that calamities in nature are part of God's
intended order for His creaturess

The contention that Jesus is addressing the demon of the storm is
well presented by Engellands

Jesus kasmpft aber nicht mur in den Heilwumdern und den
Totensrweckungen mit daemonischen Gewalten, sondern auch
anorganische Maechts koennen daemonische Hintergruends habens
In der Stillung des Sturmes begegnet er den Wellen nicht wie
einer Zusammenballung toter Materie, sondern in einer Weiss, in
der man mux einer feindlichen Macht begegnen kamn: ex bedroht
den Wind und ruft dem Meer die Befehlsworte zu: "Schweig und
verstumel® [ e U mray, me@imwoo |(Hce 1239), also in der
gleichen Weise, in der er dem Daemonen gegemebertritt: ®und
Jesus bedrohte ilm und sprach: Verstumme und fahre aus von
ihﬁ;[?gcy.é T kal efedde € 4drv | (Mke 13253 cf. Ike
H ™

This explanation of Jesus' address to the wind and sea is quite preva-
lents Bruce offers another explanations
Tha true view to take of the apostrophe to the storm is to con=
ceive of it, not as spoken, with express intent to influence either
the winds or the disciples, still less as addressed to Satan, the
prince of the power of the air, but as the spontansous expression
of victorious faith and heroic self-possession,80
It is a wholesomé exerciss to try to imagine what other words Jesus
might have employed in the situation, Should He have said, addressing

the disciples: "Don't worrys calm is at hand"? Or should He have

"Hans Engelland, "Wunder," in Biblisoh-Theologisches Handwoertertuch,

herausgegeben von Edo Ostérloh und Hans Enge oe £
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, ce195L), pe 697 ‘Ee Basil Redlich, St. Mark's-
Gospel (London: Duckworth & Company Ltd., 1948), pe 55, and Xar

oblem of Miracles in the Light of Modern Natural Sclence,"™ The
Transformation of the Scientific World View, translated from the 1st
German edition by Ve A. Whltehousse (London: SCM Press Ltd., 1953),
Pe 191 are in agreement,

w&'ﬂ.ce, OPe g&., Pe 21l.
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performed the miracle in silence? The fact that He addresses the

storm is tremendously impressive, to say the leaste HNesd this direct
addvess imply anything more? On the strength of this one incident
(notice also the weak verbal resemblance in the two passages invqlved)
it would appear note Or, are we to find a demon in the fig tree, aq.so
personally spoken to by Jesus (11:1:)? The purpose of this xflira.cla,
agide from preserving the disciples and the Lord fr?m danger, was to
induce them to ask the question: "Who then is this, that even wind and
sea obey him?® (L:lil). The direct address of the Lord of Nature to ths
storm is the most effective manner in which such an enlightening question
could be ewokede

The Marcan Miracles in Contexd

At this point in our study we wish to "locate™ the Marcan miraclese
By location we imply a bit more than a listing of chapter and verse
references. Ve want to get a picture of t.ha miracles as they occur in
their inseparable settingse To this end a rather lengthy outline of
the first eleven chapters of Ste Na.rk is submitted to the reader's
cautious sorutiny in Appendix De The outline is limited to chapters one
to eleven because these are the “miracle chapters" which are our concern
in this study. An effort has been made in this outline to trace the
footsteps of Jesus in so far as this is possible, Thus the capital
letter subdivisions usually contain a place reference. Spedéial notice
hgsbeentakenofthemnnﬁingpgpularityo?km,; as well as of the
mounting opposition to Hima And, of eourse, a1 réfaremes to the
mivaculous have been noted, especislly the eighteen actual miracle
stories (which are underlired in the outline)e The writer suggests -
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that before reading further the reader carefully read the outline in
Appendix De

As seen from the outline, Mark's Gospel concentrates on the
Galilean ministry of our Iorde Even in the wandering and withdrawal
section (6:6b-10:52) the Sea of Galilee is ths center of operationse
Incidentlyy our Lord spent a good mamy hours on this Lake, crossing
and recrossings a fact suggesting that to the well-known expression
about the "footsteps™ of Jesus we add “the wake of His ghipe"

The mounting popularity of Jesus is too obvious to be overlooked,
The astonishment over His teaching in the Capernawm synagogue (13:21,22)
and the amagement over the expulsion of an unclean spirit (1323=26)
spread His fame "everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of
Galilee™ (1:28), so that the same day at sundown "the whole city was
gathered together about the doort® (1333)e The publication of the
Cleansing of the Leper (1:40-42) produces the result that "people came
to him from every quartert (q;:hS). Upon His retwrn to Capernawm (2:1)
"many were gathered together, eo that there was mo ionger room for
them, not even about the door“_(2:2)v. At the seaside "all the crowd
was gathered about him® (2:13)e After the Healing of the Man with the
Withered Hand (3:1=5) "a great miltitude from Galilee followed; also
rromJuﬂaaandJemsalemandIdxmaandfrom'beyond the Jordan and from
about Tyre and Sidon a great multitude (3_:7-,8)3‘. And so the story
contimues (cfe 33203 Lalj 5:21,2h; 6333£8,, 53ffe; B8:1ffes 10:1;
11:8=10)e |

This mounting popularity is paralleled by mounting oppositione
Already in chapter two (vve 1-12) the scribes dispute with Jesus regard=
ing the authority to forgive sins. "Straightway" follow the disputes

s eET rTEasliEE
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about eating with tax collectors and sinmners (2:15-17), about fasting
- (2:18-25); and about the Sabbath (2:23—28).' They are already watching
Jesﬁs in the synagogue on the Sabbath (332), and He dogg heal the man
with +he withered hand (3:1=6) with the result that "the Pharisecs
went out, and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him,
how to destroy him" (3:6)e He is accused of madness by His friends
(3:21) and of possession by the scribes (3:22). His home town folk

take offense at Him (6:3;1;). His humble forerumer is decapitated
(6221-29)s And so the story contimmes, culminating in the events of
Holy Weelss

Clogely related tc the mounting popmlarity' and opposition are the

withdrawols of Jesus, withdrawals of His person, His word and deeds.

The arregt of John induses Jesus to leave the Dead Séa area and 'bo enter
Galilee (131)s After His initial Sabbath in Capernsum (1:21-3L), He
goesg to a lonsly place to pray (1335,36) and, being sought by the people
(1:37), goes through Galilee {1:38ff,)s Whather He‘retur.ns to

Capernaum (2:1ffe) or departs to the seaside (2:13), a crowd is always
at hand or never far away. In such circumstances ths *smaller circle"
is appointed -_(3:'13-19&). And to crowds who bave ears only for a kingdom
of this world and eyes only for the marvelous His teaching assumes the
parabolic structure (4:1-34) which only "open" ears and eyes can receive.
The 8tilling of the Storm (h:aB-h;), the expulgion of the Legion of
demons from the a.adarézn,- (5%2-19), the cure of the Woman with the Flow
of Blood (5s2lib-3k), and the Raising of Jairus' Daughter (5:35-i3) lead
only to rejection and unbelief, epitomized at Nagaveth (6:3-6a)e Amd 80
this story also contimuese A piloture of the “fleeing Christ,® if you
will, fleeing from improper popularily and premature oppositionp
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withirawing His plain word where it went unheeded, and His merciful
deeds where they produced mere wonder and amazement (there are mo
reforences to "mass miracles® after chapter six)e

Ve coms now to the actual miracle stories, A cursory glance at
tha outling in Appendix D shows that they are quite evenly scattered
throughout the first eleven chapters of St. Mark, although a concentra~
tion is observable in chapters one to sixe Tho section ls35-4:l3 is
solid miracle material., As noted above, there are no references o
"mass wiracles" afier chapter sixe Eleven of ths eighteen miracle
stories of Mark are contained in the first six chapiterse This would
appear to agres quite well with whal we have noted regarding ths
mounting popularity and opposition, and regarding the withdrawals of
Jesug! person, word and workse The works are distinetly withdramm from
Jewish Galilee after chapter sixe Ths demon is expelled from a
Syrophoenician girl (7:2li=30); the deaf and fdundb™ man is in ths

Decapolis area (7:32-=35); the four thousand were most likely Gentiles
(8:1~9); the Bethsaida’, where ths blind man is healed (8:22-26); is
on the east side of the Jordans and the epileptic boy (9:1h=29) is in
the region of Cagsarea Philippi. The Healing of Blind Baritimacus
(10:46-52) is the crowning "eye-opener” after the disciples! syes

have been opened near Caesarea Philippi, IV is an Wopen secrei® that
the climax of Ste Mark's Gospel is the crucial question of Jesus and
the oritical confession of Peter (8:27-30): "You ars the chris_t."
Heretofore only the demons had recognized this tremendous truth, and
they were commanded to keep silence, Even at the occasion of Petert's
confession the disciples were charged "to tell no one about him" {8:30).
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But matters had progressed since theny Jesus is on the road to

Jerusalem (10:32); the three passion predictions had been uttersd

(82313 92313 10:32=34); He is Mt to permit the crowds to _shout their
nHosannas® and "Blesseds" (11:9,10); the great secret is out, and e
Bartimaeus may cry out with open spiritual eyes "Son of David® (10:l47,L48),
to receive his physical sight and to follow Him on T.he’wav (10:52){
The cursing and withering of the Fig Tree (11:13,14,20,21) was a
necessary enacted parable of judgment, significantly set in its broad
context of Holy Week, and its cursing and withering interspersed by
the cleansing of the Temple of a religion gone to seed (11:15-18),
The concentration of miracle in Mark lies in chapters one to six. From
chaptor seven on the miracles are in Gentile territory, with the fitting
exception of the two highly aymbolic miracles which conclude Mark's
record of the mighty works of J esuse To say that the footsteps of
Jesus, the popularity and opposition, and the withdrawals form a har-
monious and purpose-filled pattern is close to being the understatemsnt
of Marcan studiese

Is there a pattern within this pattern? Do the eighteen miracle
stories themselves fall naturally into any semblance of a pattern? Or
would we here be indulging in speculation and a mechanical handling of
the text? The following chronological listing of the types of the eighteen
miracles does not appear to yleld any significant patterme ™

81Al‘l-.l::mgh Austin Farrer, A Stu% in Ste Mark (Westminster: Dacre
Press, 1951), ppe 34ff. has found pa | and cycles in the miracle

stories never before dreamed ofe The present writer hesitates, and yet
feels constrained to say that, however interesting Farrer's work may
be, most of it is guite fantastioc.




l. Expulesion 10 Nature

2. FHealing 1le Nature
3¢ Healing . 12 Expulsion
be Healing 1L, Nature
6e MNature 15« Healing
Te Ixmpulsion : 15, Expulsion
8. Healing 17, Healing
9¢ Resuseitation 18, HNature

A closer examination of the tenth 'bo fifteenth miracles does, -
however, yield something of a patierne 'Il‘hesek gix niracle stories are
the warp of which the spiritual condilion of ths, Twelve is the wooLs 2
There are two parallol sections in the Marcan ;lmative, the first of
which beging with the Feeding of the Five Thousand (6:30-li};) and the
Walking on the Water (6:15-52), miracles which ought to have opened
‘the disciples! eyes to the person of Christ, but "they were utterly
astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their
hearts were hardened" (6351,52)e The intensive healing ministry
{6253-56), the extension of mercy to the faith=filled Gentile woman
(7:24=30) and the symbol=filled cure of the deaf and "dumb® mane-fa
lsssianis miracle of the utmost significance’d—fail to open the
disciples' eyes. Thus, in the se«_:ond of the hm parallel sections of
St. Mark!s Gospel Jesus goes back, as it were, and starts over againe
Thie section likewise opens with e feeding miracle (8:1-10), followed
again by a crossing of the Sea of Galilees The failure of the disciples
to understand the feeding miracles is strongly chided by the Master
(8:11=21): "Do you mot yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts

8%or this insight the writer is indbted to Richardson, The
Miracle-Stories of the Gospels, ppe 8i=87.

Bmia., pe .
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hardened? « « » « Do you not yet vnderstand?® Now we move on right to
the climax: the opening of the eyes of the blind mad of Bethsaida
(B:22-26), "The story represents an enacted parablet the opening of
the eyos of Ste Peter himself and his corpanionse The blind men of
Bethgaida is none other than St., Peter, whose eyes were opened near
Caesarea Phllippin (8::27----3(?))«8_!*l The parallelism of the Bethsaida and
Caesarea Philippl evenls is quite strikings

Bothsaida Cagsarea Philippd
1, Setting Yo 232 Ve 27a .
2. Tirst question Ve 230 Te 270
3 Ira;)erfect replir ve 24 v, 28
Lie Second question V. 252 Te 292
Se Perfect vision Ve 25b Vo 290
6e Secrecy ordered Ve 26 ve 30

Thore thus does appear to bo a pattera to the miracle stories
of 6:30=3:30e Admittedly, there are wealmesses in the pattern, a per-
fect pattern would have called for a feeding, walking on water, and
healing of 2 blind man in that order in both parallel sections, which is,
of course not the case. And yet it does appear that Jesus performed
just these six major miracles during this time, or that Mark has
singled these six out and set them as ho has to show how while helping
people, while fulfilling the Scriptures, while establishing the king=
d@ while defeating ite foes Jesus is beneath it all opening the eyes
of the Twelve.

Bh]'.bﬂ.d., Pe 864




OHAPTER TIX
THE MIRACLES' RECORD OF JESUS CHRISR
Tha Miracle and Preaching Ministey Comazed

One need not pondor the sacred record doeply nor search it ad
lenghbh to reulize that teaching or preasching and performing mighty
works ars the two featwres of Jemua! ministry that loom large inm all
four Gcsp&l.s.l God both preachsd ®gpod nows of peace by Jesus Chrish,®
and “anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and wibth power® with the result
that "he wenh about do:?.ng good and healing all thal were oppressed by
the devil® (Acts 10:36,38)e The expression Pwords and works of desus?
is & fitting alliterative description of His mission and ministry.

ub not only are wozjd and work: two aspects of Jesus! ministry,
they ave im0 ¢losely connscted aapeéﬁs. Eloguent testimony to this
+ fach ig glven by Jesus Himself in His answer to the Baptist, where

word and work are gombined %as two .part or agpects of ome sali‘ma
whale."z ‘

Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive thely

sight and the lame walk, lepers aro cleansed and tho deaf hear,

and the deed are raised up, arxithepoor}ave good newe preached
to them {it. 11sli,5)

Eem'wJ Oadbury Jegug What Mammer of Man (New Yorks The
Hagmillan Gong;aw, c.lahm.-m

2
Jds Re Tllingworth, "Thesignsazﬂl’iomsﬂl‘ha mmraclss
(Londons Macmillan & Company Lid., C1915), p-’luh.

{
1



Wt

The Heaeling of tho Paralytic (2:1-12) commect® Jesus! miracle and His

word as closcly as can bes He mot only has the suthority to say: "My
gon, your sins ave forgiven" (v 5), He has the power to work a complete
and immediate physisal curee Shafto nicely points wp how closely word
and work are combined in Jesus! ministry and how easily He moves from one
facet of the ministry to amthers

bre Then oncs we have found that His activities were aptly
sumed up in ths phrase "He went about doing good®; we must add
that Hie conception of doing good simply dees not recognize the
compartments in which we are prons to classify and arrange
beneficencese He passes directly and simply from one department
to anothor and with no apparent consciocusness of transition. Is
ths parelytic burdened with a sense of sin? Jesus forgives its
Is he inert and helpless? Jesus speaks power to the atrophied
nerves and muscles with a worite Is the mltitude distraught and
lacking a consciousness of right direction? He teaches it, Is
it hungry? Ho satisfies its bodywneed; Is 2 friend's heart
bereaved and desolate? He comforts it,; even though to do this
involves calling back the beloved one whe has passed one Are
people ignorant and hopeless? He spends Himself in a divine
ingemity of teaching methods. And it is all one to Hime3

A further comnection of word and work is seen in tho cormissions to
" the Twelve (787-133 Mte 9335-10123; ik, 981-6) and to the Seventy
{Lke 10:1=20)3 their mission is also ons of both word and worke

In addition to being closely commected in meny contexts, word and
work are intimately related to each othere To strip:away the miracles
and retain the teaching is idle follys "Ik~ two are so interwoven in
Markts Gospel that nothing of mal‘faiue would rmain.*h As Manley has

g

Ge Re Hy Shafto, The Wonders of the Kingdom (New York: George

hA. Te Robertson, "The Miraculous Element in Mark's Gospel, " .
Studies in Mark's Gospel (MNew York: George He Doran Company, c.1919),
Pe U9 ‘ .
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‘put its YThs miracles of Christ were the deed of which the gospel was
the wc:hrd."5 And Bruce correctly points out: "Words and works are so
united that the ons divorced from the other would in many instances
becons unintell:l.gible."6 ; \

So intimately related, in fact, are word and work that one is
correct in saying thal the miracles are a form of the teaching and
preaching of Jesuse Needless to say, a powerful and pictorial forme
Thielicke remarks: "Genau so naemlich wie das Wort sich zu den Ohren
verhaslt, verhaslt sich das Wander zu den Augens « « o7 Further,
the miracles of Jesus are very similar to His parables, Not only do
both parable and miracle, in most instances, present a picture of the
realities of the kingdom which Jesus is establishing, but both demand
the same condition in order to be rightly receijred: the parables "open"
ears, the miracles "open" eyes—both, of course, "open® hearts.

Thielicke, in three profound yet simple sentences, aptly states
the intimate relation between word and works

Das Wunder ist der Ieib (der Wirklichkeits-leib) des Wortes, und

das Wort ist die Seele des Wunderse Wunder is Wort won aussen

geseheng Wort ist Wunder won imnen gesehen. Wort und Wunder sind

zwel Seiten desselben Vorgangs: naemlich der in Gericht und
Gnade hereinbrechenden neuen Welt.O

50. Te Manley, "Miracles," The New Biblé Handbook (London: The
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, I947); ps &7e

GA. B, Bruce, The Miraculous Elemént in the Gospels (New York:
A. Co Armstrong & Son, C.1005), Pe LiDe

THelmt Thislicke, "Das Vunder," Theologie der Anfechtung
(Tuebingen: Jo Ce Bo lohr (Paul sa.ébem';‘r%). Pe 1iGe

BIbid.. 9 Pe 113e
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Iqb; despite all the parallels and affinities %)etween the words and
worke of Jesus;, it ought to be noted that His words, ‘His preaching and
teaching, maintain a position of dominant ?rscedame. This holds true
from the programmatic proclamation of 1:Il,15 one Thms Jesus taught
in the Capernaum synagogue (1:21,22) before He .ezpelled '!;ha demons, "He
was preaching with word™ (2:2) to the crowd in His house, and then the
paralytic was forgiven and healeds "He began to teach them [the five
thousand | many thinge" (623l) and then fed them, The four thousand had
been with Him three days (8:2) before they wers feds obviously He had
taught them during this time, Such implications may also be safely
read into maxw‘of the notices of a crowd about Jesus where no express
mention of the fact that He taught them is made, True, there are
passages which refer to general healings and expulsions without mentione
ing teaching or preachings but to match these there are passages which
refer to teaching or preaching without mentioning miracles (1:38; 2:13;
l131ffe3 632,6be3 Tslliffes 10:1)e There are two passages where both
words and works are referred to in which words are placed first (1:393
6:12,13, this latter in reference %o the disciples! tour of Galilee).
A review of the outline of Mark 1-117 will show how closely the preaching-
teaching is related to the withdrawals of Jesuss When an undesirable
pepularity threatened to interfere with "His essential work of preach=
mgu'm Jesus withdrew to the next towns in order to preach there also
(1:38; cf, 1ak5 et al,)s As unwanted popularity and inevitable

9393 Appendix D. _

10g, Basil Redlich, Ste Mark's Gospel (London: Duckworth &
Company Ltd., 19’48)3- Pe T3e
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opposition increase, the teaching of the Twelve becomes ever more
intensees And even though the mmmber and frequency of the mighty works .
had greatly decreased by chapter ten, we read in 10;1: Yand crowds
gathered to h:Lm againg and again, as his custom was, he taught them.®

His "™working words® and His "speaking acis" are two prominent features
of Jesus' ministry, but ths "working word" remainsg in a precedent ;

position, |
Some Limitations of thé Miracles

There were many respects in which the miracles of Jesus were

subject to limitationse This is a fact which must be pointed up, for,
in view of ths heavy miraculous element in Mark's Gospel, it is an

eagy thing to overlook ths definite limitations of the mighty workse
Thus, in a general way, the Marcan miracles are quite limited to the
Jews, more particularly to the Galilean Jewse. As we have already noted,

the miraculous activity of Jesus is concentrated in His earlier minis=
try. By and large the ministrations of mercy are extended only to
faith=filled recipients. Nor does Jesus seek for sufferers in order to

T —

heal thems Mg_}gz_cggjgﬂ_nﬂeheala them=2 point often over— j
lookede!l And to those who, out of a tempting and disbelieving heart,
seek a sign, nothing but a stern and blunt refusal is given (8:11,12).
In these ways the ministry of miracles was subject to limitationse
With regard to the character of the miracles themselves we notice

PRt .

10 enly apparent exception to this ruls is the men at the Pool
of Bethesda whon Jesus approached with the warda: "Do you want to be
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limitations algo. Jesus wallked in a world of womier-urkéra and
mirscle-mongers, bul His mighty works, although possibly of the sams
general type as the products of the thaumaturges, are totally different
in character. E&eanir@.ew mels and needless wonders have no plage
in His ministzye Even Renan admitied that "the marvellous in the Gospels
is bub sober good sense compared with that which we meet in the Jowish
aprooryphal writings or in the Hindu or Buropean mythologios," 2 The
role of wonder-worker was precisely the one which Satan held out before
Josus (Mte h33=Ts cfe Mie 1:12,13} and which He vejected then and again
(8s11,12; b, 26353,5U)s Further, es Molinley points outs "Unlike
non=Christian wonder-morkers of His time, Jesus is never presented in
the gynoptle tradition as the healey-avenger, who sometimes cures and
sometimes maimg? {Lk, 935256 is explicit testimony to the comtwary) P
The wondsywsoricer draws about himself those onr whom he has worked his
wonders, but Jesus so offten commands Hig “patients® to be silenis He
sends the leper to the priest (lshl), the Gadarens demonise baek home
(5:19)3 He withdraws ever and again when wonderw-seeking crowds threaten
to defeat His purposes. Further, while the miraculous element forms as
essential parb of the Gospel history, it is not unduly prominent. The
evangelists are neither exbravagant in their descripiion of the mighty

120u0ted in Jokn T. Dnaooll, "Miracle,” :l.n Ths Catholis Encyslopedis
{Bew Yorks Roberd Applaton Company, 6.19115 7.

BI.a:uremo Je MeGinley, Forn-erit:l.e.tm of the
Narratives (Woodstock, Mdet Woodstock College Press, O 9 I, De 56
Tootnote 5e This book is an emnlleut amlly‘a:ls of the Fomgesehd.c!rbe
method applied to the healing narratives., See especially pp. 150=52,
where the Symoptic traits are shown to differ from the Rabbinic and
Hellenic. :
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mm, nor do they wecord tho helf of all the miracles which Jesus
performed (cf. dne 20330)c "Ths style of the mirecle-hisbories, like
that of the Gospels throughoub, is calm, condensed, aober."m

L fuwrther linitation of tho mighty works iz o})servable in the faed
that Jgsus never employed them for personsl advantage. Ho remained the
Hslpew and Servant, gaining nothing for Himself, neithar honor, no¥
gifts, nor protection, Never is His power emloyed for personzl ease,
gratification, or comvenlense, "Nothing was domp by extrasordinary which
gould ba dons Ty ordinarxw mans."ls Gould nicely summerises the above
paragraphs when he wriless:

A schame of miraclss which rigorously exciudaa everything bub

works of beneficence=--2ll miracles of personal preservation, of

punisiment, or mers thammaturgy, never occurred to any one bub

Jesuse Tho moment we go: forward or back from him in Jewish

history we £ind all threesl6

As a £inal obgervation on the limitations of the miracles of Jesus
we mote thad they were not "evidential® in charaster, they wore mot
designed to prove the hsavenly origin, the divins aubhority, or the
divine sonship of Jagsus. In the days in which Jesus performed His |
mighty works a miracle might be encountered by any ons auy day of‘tha

week ab any turn, and the ability to work miracles was far from being

nnmelbmmlo % in the Gos Do 121. The reader
is refem %a"'i’fﬁ'm&t on 0F atlenpus Jesus out as a
wonderwworker in Alan Richardson, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels
(londons SCHM Press Lid., 1941l), pps 220Te ‘ '

15, :
To He Tx "iiraglesy,® ig A Dictlo of C and the
Gomats, sadtoa by Sune Tasiiads (v Torks ThasTes Serfinar s Sons,
Ce ":I. 1880 A : : :

Bisra P, Gould, & Cribiosl and Exegetisal Go - on the
dospal. Apoardis to Sto mﬁmﬂéﬁ?ﬁam :

Ce )’ Pe a
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considered a proof of divinily. As Richardson rightly remaria: WAL

most the mirgeulous eloment in the Gospel story could prove only that
Jesus was & good m"ml Nelther Jesus mor the apostles attached an
eﬁdan%ial significango %o *hﬁé mighty workses Albhough a time dame whom,
in a lest fubile effory to win over the m’oelie‘sing,'d'em did point o
His works as proof thal He cams from God {Jn. 10:38), ¥he-did not parude:
them in this light, as being, so to 83y, ocular demonstrabtions of

It

degup was ol a "heavenly bellman® who called athention
Yo His diviniity by ils Works.w ®Tha Divinity of Jesus," says Fialx?r,
ig a 'Mth which rests vpon s testimony and thab of the apostles,

and not uwpon the fagt that Hs per?ormad works exceeding Inmsn pawex';"ag
The mlghty works arve indoed signs, testimonies and proafs to those who
have recelved Jesus in faith, but they signify, testify and prove
nothing to those whose hearts are hiardened to the Ima;ma'be Gode A man
migt firet tako bis stand with referense to Christ, then the miracles
£213 inbo plages if he confronts the mivacles first, he will understand
neither them nor the Ons who performed thems The miracles ave not seals

 pichardson, The Mivacle-Stories of he Gospels, pe 2L,
footnote 1.

18, granan, "he Person and Teaching of Our Lovd Jesus Chriat,
in & Catholic G on Holy Seripture, edited by Bernard Orchard
o L Eatons ™ Toomes Totaon s Soms, 19%3), pe TToe

 19hrohibald Ma Hunter, "The Mighty Works,® The Work and Words
of Jesus (Philadeiphias The Westminster Press, IJ50); pe 55e
20360rge Pe Fisher, *The Nature and Function of the Ohristian
tirasies,® Essayy on the Spematural Origin of Christianity (Wew Yorks
s De °

Charles 8 v 3”
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attached o a document, %o be examined .’_n an effort to desterming tin
charaster and aathorily of its conients, thay are part of the documant
steeis,

Tha Primary Proclamation of ths ifiracles
The Luifillesnd of Sorviptuve

The writer of Deuleronony closes his book with the significant
statements

And there has not arisen & prophet singe in Isreal like Ibges,

whon the Iord knew face to fave, nons 1like him for all the signs

and wonderg which the Lord sent him to do in all the land of -

Beypl, to Phorach and to all hig servants and %o 211 his land,

and for all the mighty power and all the greal and terrible deeds

wizich Poses wrought in the sighi of all Israsl (Dout. 34:10~12).
Du the Jesus of the Gospel history the prophet lilke unto Moses {(Deube
182283 ofa Acts 3322«23; Te37) has appeaved, in fulfillment of this
ag well ag of the mmdreds of other prophotic predictions of ths 0id
Testamant Scriplures. Judalam awaited such 2 Messiah, One endowed with
divine power o regtore, remakeand venow the fallen world orders 4
Hegsiah withoub xzﬁ.rénles, even & prophet without miracies, would have
been somewhat unlikely to Jesus!? contemporaries, although John the
Baptisl, even though he parferqad no miracles, was considered a prophate
But to the same Jolm; who came Yo have his doubts in prison, Jesus
pointed to Hig miracles es indications of the fact that He was "he who
is o Gome®g

L e

Pmtor, The Work and Hords of Jesus, P 55
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Go and tell Jolm what you hsar and gee: the blind receive their

gight and tho lams walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,

and the dead are fFalsed wp, and the poor have good news preached

to them (m. s L-6§ efe I8 3585,65 612l)e

Ste Mark, unlike Sto liatthew and the othor m:angel:m‘bs, omits :E’onm..
01d Tesbamen® quotationse IHe quotes ths Old Testament bub once (1:2,3),
alithough he represents Jesus as quoting ity and has nineteen formal 01d
Tesbament quotations. Westcobt suggests the following implication of
these factsg

The uvtmg portraitwre of Christ ig offered in the clearncss of

Flg present energy, not as the Fulfilment [ sie] of the Pagt, mor

even as the foundation of the Future. His acts prove that Hs is

boths bub this ls a deductioza from the marrative, and not the

gubject of ibe2R
Bub such a ®deduction® is certainly logitimate anl necessary to a proper
understending of the Marcan miracle storiese Indeed Hoglgms and Davey
go so far as to ssy thal "neither Maitthew nor Tuks ls able fully te
dotect the whole wealth of Old Testament allusion contained in the
Harcan miraculous nam’c-ivea.“’za

Tho 01d Testament woots of 'l;i'g healing narratives of Haric's .
Gospol are amply indicated in Ise 35:5,6 (cfe 295185 32:3f.3 L2:T3 61233
Bzake 24227)s _

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstoppeds ;

thon shall the lame man leap lile & hart,
and the tongue of the dumb ging for joy.

22, ¥. Westeot'&, An Introduction to the % of ths Gospels
{6th oditiony Cambridget mmm, 35 pp. .

Hoskyns and Noel Dm, nMiracles, Parables, and Aphorim,
The Riddle of the New Testament (Londons wzber & Faber I-td., 1931),
Do 120. 5€e DDs LLIZfe for & Tine discussion of mirvacles, emphasising
their fulfiliment agpecte

L e e et &
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The word here translated as "mid® ( oycAadwv in the Sepbusgint)
is‘tm‘samae word used to deseribe.tha doaf and wmb® man of Te31=37
(%o 32, wopiAL ov}e This word, descriptive of ons who stamers or
speals with difficulty, is found in only these two places in the embire
Gresk Biblse, Tims, this healing incldent especially is closely tied
to its 01d Testement propheey and suggests that the Morean healing
naxrratives depend for their understanding wpon the detection of the 014
Testament allusions which they emboda'.ah Tho remazk of tha peopls
which follows tha healing of the deafl ami "dmb" man is very insteustives
%Hp has dons all things wellg ho even males the deal hear and the dumb
gpeak® (7:37)e Thoy might just as well have said:s *How exactly Ho
fuilfils [sic’] the Wophsoiésl“z;

The expulsions of demons rest, among other prophecies, on the
first promise (Gene 3:15) and meed no speeial elucidation heree Bub
what aboul the nature miracles? Here again the Old Testameni background
reveals iteelf to the diligent aearclwrg The two feeding mirvacles
vecall tho manna which Moses dispensed in the wilderness (both feedings
took plase in the desert) and the ono hundred men whom Elisha fod with
twenty loaves of barley (2 Xgs. hsha=llis ofs Jna 639, whore, in comection
with the Peeding of the Five Thousand, the loaves are said %o be of
barley)e Richardson aptly comussntiss

mw’ Ppo 119-20.

25&.-3-:3.”11&!09’ %ﬁﬁ!ﬂ!ﬂﬂ&t&ﬂl! Christ in the |
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It was appropriate that Jesus, Who stood between Moses and Elijah

on tho Mount of Transfiguration, and Who hed coms to fulfil [sie’]

.the Law and tho Frophote, should éanthontisate His mission ty means

of the gigns which they had given,2d
The Stilling of the Storm prompls the questions ®™Who thon is this, that
even the wind and sea obey him?? The answer is supplied in Pse 65373
Bgho dost still tho roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves.?
Tho Wallking on the Water finds ite baskground in Job 9:8 {cfe 38:16)s
®ho alons stvebehed oub the hecvens, and trampled \walked, 717 ]
the waves of the seae” The 01d Testament sea mstaphors are fraught
with danger and fear, and portray the confused and troubled world of
simers {ofe Tse 57820)e The sea incidents of the Cospels picture
Josus! anthorily and power over the violent sea end His abllity to
produse & peaceful colme-zll in i'u‘.!.i':l.‘llmn% of the Scﬁptms. Recallm
ing the syabolle character of ths Cursing of the Fig Tres, we see thal
this mighty vork oo falls into place a8 fulfillment (of, Jers 81133
Joel 1373 Eszal, 1732lis Home 9:10,16f.)e The £ig twes represents
Judaisme "Tho leaveg of the ires are the empity ceremonies, professionsg
and traditions by which the Jows atiempted to cover up the naltedness of
their spiritusl 1ifes « « «?2! Here is amother in a series of judg-
mente on the apogtate rages

So full is the aspect of the fulfiliment of Seripture in the
miracles of Jesus, that Alan Richardson, who has coms into print om

26El:lt:l»:«az-datm The Mracle-Storics of tha Gospels, pe 95. Regarde
ing the transfer from ELishe to Elijah ﬂcﬁ\"m&,@ in a footnotas
*Elisha, won whom Elijah's mantle had fallen, must be regarded as the
~ ghadow of which Elijah is the substanse.”

27_1.21.-‘;0.’ Pe 56,
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the subject of the miracle stories in more than one publication, ig
B0 bold es o says ¥Every [itelics wine | miraclo in ths Gospels may
‘be regarded as the fulfillment of some 07 conception of CGod and his

Ebsaiah.“ag

God's power iz ab work in Jegus through the Holy Spirid

*The Hebrew mind,? says Richardson, "dwells not o much upon the
being of Goﬂ a8 won hig activilys God cammot be known to us in his
inner being, bubt only in o far as he rewsals himself 4o us through his
8otge">’ Tho God of the Bible is the God who ashs, and His sotions are
always powerfule %As in the 0ld Testament, so in the New, what we call
Riracles were Looked mgion as manifestebionaiof divin powery® b ik
proper reading of Mark."s Gospel. forces on us ths impression that a powsx
is enlewing this world, & "power nothing less than the wlitimate divine
power redeoeming men from 2ll avil."”l That power operates in and
through Jesus, "Ohrist is to t!E‘i Yew Testement writers the manifestation
of ithe power of God in the world, and His mighty deeds are the signs of
the affeotual working of that powars®2 He is the "Mighty God" of Is, 9:6,

28y Richardson, *Miracle,” in & & Thoological Vord Jook of 8
%edi‘bsd by Alan Richardson {New Y0: s 0e1950),
Pa

291b1d., De 1530

3Oprederick 0o Graxrb amraca.es,- An Introduction o New Testement
Thought (Bew Yorks Abmdnn Press, ©.1950), pe illie

3% ohn A, Allan, *The Gospel of the Son of God Cruoified,®
Interpretation, IX (Apr.L‘l, 1955), 135

3zaichardson, The itiracle-Stories of the __w Pe 1%.
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The f£act that God was ab work in tho 1ife of Jesus is ths explicid
testinony of Wicodemus ("m0 one can do these signs that you do, unless
God is with him,® Jn, 3:2) and of tho apostolis preachinge

Jazus of Hagareth, a man atlested o you by God with mighty works
and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midsd,
o & @ (Actﬁ 2822).

how God amointed Jesus of Nezereth with ths Holy Spirit and with
powers how he went about doing good amd healing all that were
oppressed by the devil, for God Was with him (Acta 10:38)e

This lasgl passage,; closcly linlcing power with ths Holy Soirlt, reweals
the diving sourse of Jemug! JUvam(S et is in the powex of the Spirit
that Ho carries out Hiz wighty missions It is in Indke's Gospel, "The
Gospel of the Foly Splrit,» thal this 'bz'uth is egpecially emphasised,
Bub Mark is nolb entively devold of it (ef. the descent of the Spirit
ab Jesus’ Baptism in 1210, and thoe Siritts role in whs Teptation,
1:12), and it is more than a pious wish to state that the Marcan
naretive preswposes the ministry in the power of the Spirit tiwoughouts
But o Imks wo mab turn for two i‘:‘:portant referencess The first is
the lactilon of our I.ord in the Hasareth gynsgogues

Hz opensd the boolk, and found the place where it was uri‘hten,

The Spirld of the Lord is wpon me, because he has anointed ms

to preash good news to ths poore He has sent me to proclaim

release to the captives and meovering of the sight to the

%o seb at Liberty those who are . gsaed, ©o proclaim the

accepiable year of the Lordn (l’.k. 217=19s of, Mk, 6323 Ise 6H111=2),
Heve is a clear statement that Jesus regards noi only His preaching but
also His mighty works as created and sustained by the Spir:l‘b.33 The
other Lusan passage of mote here is in the context of the Beelmsbub

Gontroversy, whove Jesus ssyst "But if it is by the finger of God that

33, '8, Catrns, The Faith That Rebels (61;h editions Londons SOM
Proas Ltd., 19534); Pe 096 .
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T cast out demons, thon the kingdom of God has coms upom you? (Tik. 11320),
Hatbhew wenders this saying *by the Spirdt of Godv (Mbe 12328), perhans
betraying "a desp theologlical motive abt work in the choize of the
alternabe phrase, 'the Spirit of Bod, 1% Ty ig pignificant also thab
imediately following the Beelzobub Controversy the sin against the Holy
Ghost i spolen of {cfe Mie 12831,32; e 3328-30)e Tha sscret of
Jesus? power Vo expel demons lleg in His poasession of ths Holy Spirdt,
nand thove is uwo bobler cxplanation of his works of eal:‘u'g,*ss or of
any of His mighby workse

Ouwr bedef ssobiom on tho diving power ab worl in Jasus through ths
Holy &pirit is fitbingly summed wp by Grandmanms

Seine Eraft habt er im heiligen Geiste o o o Dor Goigh

Exigtons aus CGott sichtbar macht und seine Bristeng mi% Got'b

verbindel, schliesst in gben diesem Urgprang seiuer Existens und

in diesexr Verbindung seiner Existens die Kraftbegzabung eine So

gowlsy CGob Los Vesen Xraft ist; so gowlse ist wil der Gabe ssines

Gelstes die Kraftbagabmg verbunden. Die Geistbegabung gibt ilm

€fovela , oine gans bestimmie perscenlichn Vollmackt, su d/ar%
Verwirilicimng er die-—gubstantiell goedaghtem— Juvn,u/ s habe

Godg kingdom is heve in the parson of Jesus

The programmatic proclametion of our Lord, "The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand [is heve s vepent, and belisvs im the

Mp1ohardzon, The Mirasle-Stories of the Gompels, pe 39, footmote Le

3571manb‘£‘aa'lcr "t Tife and Mintstry of Josus,' Tin Intorprotests
Bible (HNew Yorks Abingdon-cokesbm Press, 6.19$l), VIi,

Mwormdum ® AUveauis ,% in Theo hos Toerterbuch
Beven Testamont ’ mﬁ%‘(m
ﬂ'ﬁmm 1935}, II, 306-01-
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goepels® (1815), soba the tons and benor for Mis emtive ministeys The
advent of Josus ls tho advent of God's redempiive mule in astion, tho
brealeing in ypon the stage of higtory of ths divine visdbtation and vo=
dampticne It is a2 3ule in the mﬁﬂm of individual mon as well as in
tho vedin of the commmilty of sm«:h‘ hoarta=the Clmrchs 'T's is both
comsamporansouy and eschatologisal; “already® and "mob -Ja“ present and
to fully comse Josug Himsclf lg 21l thab this /’_"mwkf.-f-t dmplies and
drvolvesy Ho is the Auraias’s (Tke 2762006 :

Tha pir?aaa “ledngdon of i}ad“‘ocemr's fourteen times in Nark®s Gospel
(L3105 4313,05,308 931,L75 10sh1,15,23=255 12s3s 113253 153&33 and
glways on the 1ips of Jesus. Al»knuba 4% nover occurs in e.cplm.:;k

. comnastion with the mirvacle storles, this by mwo means indicates that the
mighty works ave somohow excluded from the kingdom, bub ouly thab Movlk
is presupposing the reader’s rocognliion that the miracles ave part and
parsel. of the .m-abz'eaicing Kingdoms ; '

It is ospecially tho Germean seholarg who have caught the sigz.ﬁ.fieama
of this "cingdon agpect® of the mighty works of Jesugs Thielicks, for
exumple; syss :

Dem [ramiconheilvmgen, Dasmonenaustiveibumgen und xotemm

odnd even in spesifischer Welse indivekie Xenmnzedcheon und

indivelkic Mashtwiriamgen=-rrieder in einsle~-dor hereintwechsnden

Gottegherrachalfte, Denn das eben igt doch dag Zeishen dieser

%mm,mm-msmz dagg dis Iahmen gehon und die

sehen und don Armen die fyrohs Nachrichi verimuende® wird
'(ﬁba 1135)037 ;

37,

Thialiclna . c:!.t., Pe 1oh. w. Thsodor Zalm, "Des Zeugnis
dey Wundar,® Gmm& g der Noutegbamewhlichen T % (Teipzizs 4
Daic}mrtaoha vmmmsm Js Do 178

23 cit., Po 02§ Richardson, The ries of The

Qalﬁ, PP
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That Jesus Hﬁnsélf rogardad Hls miracles as evidences of the
prosence of 1 lingdom i the lmport of tho Boalssbub Oontroversy
{Mbo 12:25-373 1, 3822-303 Ik 1Lsl7-23)e The strong man's house has
haent enteredy hisg kingdom is i:e:l.ng supplanted by the ldingdome Wo shall
hawvo more to say on this aspect of the proclamation of the mighbty works
in the following sections -

The Healing of the Paralytis (2:1-12) is especially replete with
latent kingdom dmplications, Wo refer Yo the use of Josus! favorite
title "tho Son of Men® and to the forgivencss of sins expliciily pro=-
mommced in comeciion with this curee "Bub "a!j:a'b you mey now that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins;—lm said to the
paralyble==I say to you, rise, taks uwp your pallet and go home® (2310,11).
Denngy's remark on the use of the Son of Man is mosh spplicable to
this miracies

It 13 the namo which describes Jesus in His mation as the Person

through whom the Kingdom of God is establishsd, s s «-e It is

velative to the Eingdom of Geod, jnstmtw&n,_%l%c_%% J.s

relative to the Fathers bub the Kingdom of CGod to W 8

relabive is n kingdom of grace in which msn 'aye forgiven all their

iniquities and healed of all thelr diseasese3
This story with 1ts significant title (Son of lEn) and with its -hea'ling
combined with forgivensss is a p:s.cfmm of the present ld.ngdm, in which
there is life in place of death, ;]oy in plasce of suffering, a closensss
%o God in plage of divine judgment, forgivemess in place of condesma
tion.”

3a:annsnomw 3 the ¥ew Yorks A. c.mm
& B0, 0,1908), Ppe 2 fﬁ%ﬁ 9252.&1. : g

39m1m, Opie Gibes Do 107,
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The fact that Jesus claimed freedom from the Sabbath restrictions
is elso an indication that in and with Him the Messianic Age, ths

l

kingdom, had dawmade : In claiming to bs Lord of the Sabbath '(2328);
Ho is indicating thab tlﬂ.é'"rimal anticipation of tm'lbssianﬂ.c Age*hl
hes now served its purpose, because God's Rest is here, on its way to
perfect fulf:ﬂlmm’: in tho eternmal Sabbaths To emphasgize this truth,

despite the fact,; or ratheyr becauss of ths fagt that it so infuriated

His enenies (cfe 336), Josus wend oub of His way, it seems, to heal on

the Sabbath. Thers are seven Sabbath healings in the Gospels, including

one expulgions

1,
2
3e
Lie
Se
Ge
Ts

The Unclean Spivit in the Synagogue at Capernsum, 1321-28,

Simon's Wife's liother, 1:29=-31 (although this seans to be an
Sunintentional? case)e

The Hoaling of the Withered Hand, 3:1-6.
Tho Bent Voman, Lke 13:10-17.

The Dropsical Man, Like 1h=1-§. .

The Tmpotent Man ai Bethesda, Jne 5:1=18,

The ian Born Blind, Jn. 9.h2

Then Thielicke saya that miracle "ist das Stueck einer Geschichts

Gottes mit seinen verlorensn und gesuchien und gefundenen Kindern,

i

10ge0 Mo 1321,295 2323=3163 Mbe 122113 Ik, 636-113 13310=153
1453 Jne 5:26-18g 7:23 for Jesus' attitude toward the Sabbath.

M3 roranand M, Hunter, The Gospel According to Saint Mark (Lendon:

SCH Pm:a,!‘.td.,‘l?hﬂ). Pe fas

4234 chardson, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels, pe T7e

43rn16140ke, ope gites Pe 13ke



T T T T Y

6

hs reminds uz to note that the kingdom of God with its obvious mﬁﬂesta—
tion of power in the mighty works is also the kingdom in which there is
both forgivensss {as wo lave noted) and grace, as well as 2 diviue
sympathetic compassion and pity for suffering and sinful mmanity, YHsale
inge were the marks of gracs) ¢ « o ."u* #"Tholr motive was maTCY¥s o o o
Tho Redemplion is a work of merey, and the miracles reveal ths mercy of
God in tho works of Hls Inparnale 500 « « .”hg In addition to vhe
gyabolic and didactic purposes which the mighty works serwved, 'bha'y were
performed for the immediste remedying of suffering peopls and for the
revelation thereby of God's love amd 1:a:i.1w‘.""‘S The significant verb
Ty X vi§ eedae ("move with compassion™) occurs in 13111.h7 in the Cure
of the Leper, in 6:514 in direct connection with the Peeding of ths Pive
Thousand, and in 882 in direct conmection with the Feeding of the Four
Thousand, Also of note here is ‘bha.'b desus "had mercy on® the Gadarens
demoniac (5:19)¢ Even P-icha.rdaon, who strongly disparages the com
passion mtive for the Gospel n:l.racles, admitse |

We camnot, we dare nob, deny tha.t a motive behind the mighty works

of Jesus was enmpaasion, or that they are to be understood as

panbluof'bmgraﬁémamrcyofaodmdsthosewhomin
aff1iCtioNg o o o o ¥

Whierey 1, Battenhouse, Christ 2 the Gospels (Hew Yorks The
Ronald Press Company, 04955): P-

l‘SDrimll, %o Sites Do 6.
mﬂrl.ght, ope cite, pe 188,

WA though the D reading opp/6feis 4s felt by some to have good
warranby esge Richardson, Ths Miracle-Stordss of the Sospels, pe 33.

halbid., De 32.. Ses ppe 29=3 for a full diacusdonofthil
question by Richardsone :
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Andl 'bhis is all thal tho present paragreph intends to point up; dest
we becoms 80 :‘r.rwolvgd in the tremendous theological aspects of the
kingdom ag presented in the miracles that we fail to sea tha trees for
the forest, fall o appreciate that the simple Christian, especially the
suffering Christian, has alwayg seem in these works of merey & compassion=
ate Savior, "the friend of men, bearing by sympatly their sicknesses as

well as their sorrows and sing os & burden on his hear‘b."hg

The enemy is being worsted

In the Wew Testament there ave two gredt kingdoms, ths kingdom of
the prinse of this world and the kingdom of God.sc The one is being
esbablished, the other must be demolished. "The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil® (1 Jn. 3:8)e 4nd what
an array of "™works® Satan places before Himi

He sets every body and every thing in motion against Gods The -
ruler persecutes the childrem of his texTitory, . « « the plous,
the theologians, the priesis all accuse him, one of his own
disciples betraya him, the populace throw stones at him, ¢ « e
the Boman judge condemns hima a .« « The reasons for this hostility
are differend in every case, but the relentlessness of it is
universale People who are at emnity among themselves find theme
selves allied in the fight against Christe « « « & "United Front?
is formod, hold togethsr by nothing else than o defense against
Chrigste o » « But where does ths unanimity of this mortal enmity
coma from? It is the gpirit of the adversary, mmswers the NE,

h94\. Be Bruse, *Jesus." .‘m B:I.bl:l.ca edited by Te Ke
emyw Jo 8. Hlaok (londons “Adam & Ciar s Black, 1901), iI,
Cole °

sewermr Fourrber " Am/—cwv ® in Theolo hes Wosrterbuch
0 i iy i sastanin vou SRR R
on Ve s 1935), II, 18,
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which is active in them all. + « « Jesus tells his persecutors

the same thing to their face in Lulte 223533 "This iz o » « the

power of darimosse®5l :
Egpecially the will of Ohris® bore the brun:b of a threefold demonis
atbacks tho triple temptation in the wildernsss (M, Lsl-dij Lie Lsl~23)s
the eatanic robuke of Peter (Mbe 15322,23); and the fight between self-
will and CGod's will in the gardeon. To each gssmﬂ_.‘a the triwmphant words:
"Fly will bo dome® proclaim Jesus the Victor, for hers at long last has
appeared "the first and only one wio has never fallen % the seductions
of the old sez-pent."sa Ho cams off as Congueror in the ﬁ.lda:mega
(1312,13)3 He boldly proclaimed the arrival of the lingdom (13ll,15)3 and
He went straight to the batitle when all hsll then broke loose in the
sscond half of Ste Mark's first chapter, which has been fittingly sube
titled "the conflict of the lkcingdoms® (uote the conpeﬁbration of
mirasulous activity on the part of Jesus in 1321-45, initiated by the
expulsion of a demon)e

The expulsion of the demons is the most cbvions counteratteck
against the enemy. As Zahn commentss

Besgonders die magsenhaften Hoilungen Dasmonischer durech sein

blosses Wort, also durch Geist und olme matericlles Mittel, wollte

Jegus als einen Beweis dafuer angesshen haben, dess dis Macht der

boesen Geisterwelt durch ihn gebrochen und somit die Alleinheri

schaft Gottes in % Schoepfung durch ikn begruendet sei (M. 8:16f.3
123285 Tice 11:20)¢53

Slpthelbert Stauffer, "The Kingdom of God and the Demonis Powers,?
Few Testament Theol translated from the Sth German edition by Jolm
Tovsh (Tomiony— SO Press Ltde, 1955), pe 1236

52-12’-43; Pe 12he

53“, Ope 01___‘5-; Pe 16,
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The damons loiow who is confronting tl*ram;Sh

they Imow what 1iss before
thems They provest Uhat thoir tims les nob yeb rum out (5:7,10)s “desmus
does nob torment them (Mce 5:12f.), neither doss ho carry oub final
sentence won them yebe Bub wherever he mesbs them he drives thea before
hing o « o ."55 The implication of the Baelzebub Combroversy (3322-27)
in this comection is tos obvious to need comente, The zirongz man hes
been bound, his house entered, and his gwds' are being spollsde

Tho healings present an atback on Satan alsos %The Sabanis will
to dastruction lies 8iso behimd the whole range of sickmssses which dis-
tord the mman body and elowly destroy it.“sé Agein Acts 10838 is ine
gtructives “H.. went aboub doing good and healing all thab wers oppressed
by the devily « « o o7 The Ralsging of Jarius? Daughter (as well as the
othsr resuseitations of the Gospels) spells victory over him who hes the
power of dealh, ond umistelably points forward to the destruction of
Ulis "lagh enomy® (I Core 15328)e :

Thus he who would dethrons God and desiroy His creation is being
wrsted, together with his minions, in the mighty minisiry of Jesusa
Hare is Uiw ruised Seed crushing the serponb's heade "The irresistible

Sitne demons always malke a confession of Jegus in Mark's aceount of
the expulsions. The only exveptions are the Gentils mglm-(_?:ﬂ;-go),
which was an expulsidn at a distancejy and the epileptic boy (9:l=29
whom the demon had rendered dumb and thus his mediwm could nol maice
confession for hime:

ssstmﬁ'fer; ope Gibes Do 12h,
Srarl Hoin, "The Problem of Miracles in the Light of Modarn
fatural Soience,® The Transformatdon of the Seiemtific World View
translated from the 18T German GALion by We Ae Whitehouse (Londons
SCM Preas Ibd., 1953); Ps 190
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power of the civitas diaboli is brokens the civites dei must be ab its
it

The eschatological outlook

The Seriptures foumd I‘alf:ilbnenb in Jesus, but thers is moch in
‘bhem which is gbill prophecye Tho power of (God wag active in Jesus, bub
4% still has mah:work to doe The lkingdom has come, and yet we prays
Thy leingdom comse® Ths enany hss boen ghricken, bub nob yet destroyed.
The outloo;c of the New Tegtament is eschatological, Tha mighby works of
Josus, o, poit to tho perfostion ab the conswmations "ie Wunder
Jdest,” says Grandmann, Ysind wio sains ganze Geschichite eschaiologischse

Goschahon,¥ )8

The battle of Jesus against ths devil and his demons is a fore-
ghadowing of ths lagh battle with its final defeat of the forces of
evil (Reve 20:10)s The esshatological aignificancﬂ's of the resuscita
tlons of Jesus, especially of His own rem"ci?n, ig imposzibla %o
overestinato, Uith deep insight into this truth, Engelland writess

Buteéheidend sind wnter den Wundern Jesu dis Totonerweckungsn,
...weﬂsichmihﬁnd&am&mﬂacmm&a‘rodea
anlcusndicot, als dessen Hermn er sieh in ilmen erweiste Darum ist
dag Wunder der Wunder die iuferweckung Jesu, durch die Gobi ilm
mhbmemummmindiemskbenmqecm‘t,daaelma
Tages doch haetie wieder enden messen, sondern ilm su seinsn
elgenen Léven erweckt und dadurch seinse Uebermacht usber dem Tod
bezsugly o « o « Die Auferweckung Jesu ist die Rrtscholdugssshlacht

575W:E‘er,_ggo ﬁo' Pe 1250 .
sw’ ﬂ. &&!’» De 392@
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Gotles, und alles Kommendo=wdie Wiederiunft Christi, dis Auf
stelung dsr Toton, die noue Welt Gottes-——ish mm ihre Folge.”?

The picture which the wighty works of Jesus present is the picture
of the Rewvelation of Ste John; a picture of the destruction of all evil
and the perfection of the original mighiy works of ths Creator, Thay
foreshadow the restoration of mature to her paradisiscal position
(of, Rom, 8:19=23), whon mnger and thirst will be wknown (cf. ths
feodings and ths Wedding at Carap Reve 7:16), and naturel disorders un-
heard of (cf, the sea incidents; the Walking on the VWater even hints aib
new "laws” for mature), and where £ig trees will never wither {by in-
direct inferense from the £ig tres ineident)e Tho miracles are harbingers
of the Hew Age, "when sin, suffering and death will be mo mnre."ée They

are “fragments of heaven in the 1ife of time,"°l “moments when the sun-

less light of btho new Jerusalem suffuses earbh."62 In the words of

Battenhousss

They represent momente in history when, by tho uplifited "finger of
Gody® the comnon order of things was interrupted: the blind sawy
the lame walled; tho demon of evil was cast outj and, for a time,
life on earth was as it should be, altogether natural, as at the
firgt creation—a 1ittle spase of Eden restored in a world of sin.s3

59ans Engellond, "iunder,” in PiseninTiocloniesiss Handwoerterbuch,
herausgegeben von £do Osterloh und _ $
Vandenhoecl: & Ruprecht, ee1954), pe 697.

6°Grant, "E clbe, p. 151. ‘Gf, Co S. Lewis, Miracles (I.nndom
Geoifrey Bles, 9117)— PP- 9=95,

610&1-.1.':1;, 9pe Sites Pe 6T .
62]111!]3'0% Ope _0__1205 Po_llB- _
@mtmmm, gp_. cite, ppe 185-86. 5
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Bany scholars have expressed themselves on tids bright subjest, for i%
lends itself admirably %o flowery phrases and moving sentences inspired
by the glorious hopo ﬁndar doscription, bub no one has excelled
Thielicks's wordse
Diese beiden Pole "Zeit® und "Ewigkeit,® aion houtos und aion
mellon kommen sich so in dsr Heilsgeschichis GobUes hler Wkl
Jotzt in blitzenden Entladungen nahs, Das Wunder ist ein Funken
dieges Hlitzese Und thor der verstehl dag Wundsr richiig, der es
gugomman mit dem Wort des lebendigen Gottes versteht als dicsen
Blits, dew dis Finsternis ueber den Voelkern und das Dunical wsbaz
dza:n Erdrelch erhslli, und der go—im Lichte seines Strahlos—

ureh die Naght dieses ssons hindurchzehb . Jonay watberleuchbandsn
Verhaissung am Phrem Horisont entgegensilt.b

The Msthod of Jesus

Did Josus prastice "accomsdation® in the performanse of His
mighty works? Did He accommodate Himself %o the techmiques and
approashes of the healers of His tims? Vas Hls thought world limited
% the mdical and scientific lmowledge of the dasr? Did Hs use the
power of suggestion® in His cures? And was ib in viﬂms of His perfect
manhood o' of His almighty diety tha.t ‘these miracles were dona? These
are the questions which shall concern us in this section of owr studye
They ave questions which are moch easier to ask than to;amswer, We shall
find ourselves at @ 1oss to answer *¥es® or "o in gome cases. In fact,
one almost wishes he could pass over this section of 2 study of the
liavcan miracles, Ib is less edifying than the sections we have Just
completed. 4And yet a sense of honesty and a striving for a semblante of
complotensss induces the present writer to grapple with these questions.

%M, Ope 2_1303 Pe 13'40
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Grundmann, after having called attention to the fast thad the world
in which Jesus lived was full of miracles and miracie-mongers, states
the tireefold way in which he believes tho miracles of Jesus arve differemt
from the other miracles of His daye '
{a) Die ni.lichon Wundey Jesu haben nichts st tun mit Zavberei und
magischen Mitteln und Vorgesngens « « o (b} Dis Wunder werden
harvorgerufen dursh dag krafterfuellis Vort Jesu, das mit Zauberformsin
nichts zu tun hate ¢ « « {¢) Die Tunder haben sur Vorausssbzung den
Glamben des Tasters und dessen, der das Wunder empfacngbe Sie werden
also in einer durchaus personalen Beslelmng vollzogen.d5
Grundmann's tlree points will probably £ind few objectorss 4nd yet there
are thoes who see an accormodation technique in the laying on of hands
and especially in the use of spittle {T7:31=37p 8:22=263 cf, Jn, 926}«
Mayk mentions that Jesus used His hands on Peter's mother-in=law (1:31),

the leper (1:lil), the danghter of Jairus (5:ll), the genoral reference

in 635, the blind man at Bethsadda (8:23), and the demonize boy {9:2?).66
That a healer was expecied to touch a gick person is the testimony of’
53233 72323 8222, where Jesus was requested %o touch Jairug! daughter,
the deaf and Ydumb® man, and the tlind man at Bethsaida, Boggs explains
this use of hands by Jogus as Heinforcing the power of suggestione”

Ho writess :
This type of technique was used by many healers in ancient times,
and while it may not have been gssemtisl to the actual process of
healing, it unguestionably had soms valua in reinforeing the power

of suggestion, since tho people of that day were accustomed to such
& teolmique.oT

Gsﬂrumm, ope 9ite, Ppe 301~02. ‘
69here are alse seversl veferonnes to the Pact that Jesus was
touched by others, cfe 33105 5827-313 63564

6Tvade Ha Bo saling an ‘
» Boges, Jrey, Faith B and the Chrigtian Faith
(Rictmonds Jolm Km; Pm;s, Cal950), Pe OTe
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This ig a8 vevevent a comment as ono will find among those scholara win
bother 4o discuss the questions Bub whai more affectionate and syubolic
mothod could Jesus have used to indicate %o a sufferer that He wee sboub
o cure him, than by laying His hands uwpon him or %aking him by the hamd?
Neod wo reod anything more than such affection and gymbolism ints the
cass in questlon? Richardson ig certainly correct when he reminds us
that s '

In vhe wrld of the Bible, signs and gestures count for & great

deals men fall dow: on vhelr fapes, they imeel in lnmillity or

respeoi:, they beat thelr broagts, reond their garments, kiss ome
anothery laugh and weep, feast and fash, gird themselves, shaks

the dua'i‘. of £ Thelr fee‘b, 19£% up their heads aand casb down their

eyes, shave their hsads or wear Iringes on their clotheg=esverye

thing is done with a wealih of gymbolic actionwhich is quile

Toveizgn to the ind of the sophistlcated Buropean or Amsrican of

the twoniioth centuxye It would have been sivange indeed if the

Trangelistes had recordsd the wonderful works of Jesumg withoub o=

marking won His choracteristic gestures, so full of meaning to

those win hove eyes 10 360e08 '

The use of spittle ig o bit move Aifficulte In ths case of the
doaf and ®dmub® mag {T#31=37), Jesus pub Hs fingevs into his ears,
touchsd his tongue with saliva, lcoked wp to hsaven, sighed, and thom
gpoke the one word "Ephphatha." In the case of tho blind man ab
Bothsaida (8:22-20), Jesus spil on his eyes, put His hands vpon him,
andaammmif ho saw anmythinge Upon Isarning thal his vislon wes
a8 you impexfect, Jesus pub Hig hands upou his eyes and ‘bhe gure wes
complatee Both ¥patients® were teken aside rrom the avud. Boskyne
and Davey hold that Metthew and Iuke omitted these stories because they

present Jesus a8 & Tsuperstitious wonder-worker,® and ®the procedure of

6831 onardson, The Mirecle-Glories of the Gosmls, ppe 52-53.
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the editors [Matthew and Inke | shows their amxiety to be rid of tids
impres:lon."ég That the use of spitile in the cure of bliuims_s was
the accepied practice of Jesus! day cemmot be denieds 1pGinley, Wio
has domo & tlcnrougn compaz"lson £ tho Rabbinie, Hellenie and Symopiis
healing narratives, listy the use of spitilo 2s the only detadil common
to all three traditions. IHs offers asg the main difference botwesn
Jesus! cures involving selive and those of the Rabbinis and Hellenie
treditions the fagh that J ssus_healad because Ho willed the curee %The
Jewish usage is partly medical, partly imprecatory. In the Hellenie
examples wo have either a preternatural remedy or a magile cham.ﬁm
Bogge again intwoduces tho power of suggestion as "‘blra angwer to the use
= That both cures are highly gymbolic, intending to lesd *
the "patients® to an attitude of trustfol expentency, cannot be denieds

of spiltiles

The gradne.-'m;ass‘ of the cure of 'hh?:‘s blind men of Bethsaida ig probably

to be explained, as Gould does 80, by ths faot that ®Jesus is contending
hare against o d:all, dlow-moving faith, which hinders the oxdinayy
immediatensss of the cures® 2 What mst be emphatically stated is that
nedther Jesus mor Ste Navk imeglied thab there was my healing virtus
in the spittle or in the touchs Had this been the case, Jesus would

~ have employed and Mark would have recordsd ab least the laying on of
hands in each and every curee Bub ths paralytic (2:1-12), ‘the pan with

69bam- and Davey, 9o c:l.t., PPe 117-&.8.
wmﬁi.ﬂny, Ope od.t., Do 150. '
nﬂogga, e Cibes PPe 66670

nﬂould, o Cite, PPe 119=503 & very ramrenb and highly satisfap-
Yory explam’oi%% o?‘"u'h; two "maliva cures® is here presented,
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ths withared hand {302«6), awd blind Bartimecus (108h6=52) were cured
by Jesus? word a.lomlw "he practice of Jesus seems to have varied,

and His asction to have been adaptod in ea.ah‘ sass Yo the mental state of
the person healedes One He healed by & wordy; another by word and deed
t:omb:i.m;:}.'@T}'i

Did Jesus prectice accommodation in ths casez of demon possession?
Ons thing is obviouss Jesus hed mobhing whatever o do with ths |
techiques of eontemp?mv exoreistse b nowhere employed *inecanbabisne
based on sacred names, and Imowledge of the demon's nompy jealously
puarded secret Ecnowledg(—a of effisasious herbsy noises and musia-;‘
ritualistic precantions, ete,*vs Hs expelled demons with a word, without
tho aid of "gpells or smellse™ And this holds ue in every case of
expulsion narrated in the Gospelse Ome expulsion wastaccomplishad ab
a distance (The Gentile daughter, T:24=30), an accomplisiment unhoard
of in contemporary exorcist practices Thai the peq)le Imediately
recognised the difference between the expulsiom of desus and the others
thay had wilnogsed is exprossly sta'hed in the words following the exe
pulsion of the demon in the Gaperazm synsgogues ™hst is Wds? 2
new teaching! With aubhority h owmends even the unclean spirits, and
thoy obey him® (1327)e But Hoslyns and Davey have an objections

73&‘15 nature miracles alsy involve mothing more than Jesua?

unless one wants to quibble aboud the fact ﬂutmmdafewlm
axﬂfiahtoatarbﬁthintlmfwd&ngs‘

Uprace, mmmmmm_mpp.m

753, Vernon MeCasland; mmetaaa(mrm- The
lhomiﬂmﬁow,t.%).g -



[

in the exorcism of the demoniac of the tombs, Jesus camnot

cast the devil oubt until he hes learned his name, Xnowledge

of a name was commonly considered by the ampients to give

power over its omer, and a formula for exorcism in the great

Haglcal Pap;ym of Parig leaves a space for the nems of the

devil who is to be cagt oubeld
How very strange that Jesus did mot says PLegion, I adjure thes by Cod
o come oub of himl® Although Jesus asks the name, He drives the demon
out by His personal cmm.nd.w

Bub what of the faot that Jesus ascepbed the existence of &a?mm?

And that Ho did so nseds no lenglly demonstration here., Firsh of all,
we must recall that Jesus had to spesk and ach in a wey that was underw
standablo to His contemporarics-—-alithough even thils fact mst be
qualified in that many of Jesus! words were not understoody and His
greatest act, the sacrifice on the cross, was unthinkable to the men
of Hig ages And yei in the commwn, ordinary dealings with men Hs spoke
their language and conducited Himself as a first cenbury Palestinian
dews To be Man in a real sense His Incarmation thus qualified Him, He
nincreased i wisdom and in stetuwe, and in favor with God and man?
(Tk. 2852)3 "hs Learned obedience thwough vhat he suffered® (Hsb. 5i8)3
the Bon does nob know #that day or that hour® (13:32)s There was a
certain circle of ideas which Jesus accepted in becoming Man in the same
way in which He accepted a particular language with its w& and

vocahu].ary.78 Jeaus timg sccepted the existence of demons, in "accommo=

76!bdqma and Davagr, e eit-, PPe 118-19.
Mocasiand, ope citu; v § TR
78wmm Sanday, "The Miracles of Jem," Outlines of the Life

of C (2nd ud:l.tion; New York: Charles Scribnerts sons, 19207,
Pe
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dation," if you will, %o the curren’ belief on the subjects Bul this
does nol mean that the exisbtence of demons was solely a curvent opianion,

not %o say erronsous opinlon., And here Langbonls quotation of Profs
Sehmid of Tuebingen demerves seyious considerations

any ascomndation [sie | to erronsous opinions, or positive yielding

%0 them, which would zmount %6 an approval or confirmation of them

i9 ¢ « o & tendency far removed from ths choraster of our Lord,-

s o o o IN every case when taath and falsehood were in question,

He was wonb to express Himself franlkly, even when most in opposition

0 tho mightiest among Uhe peoplee Hobt only did Jesus say mothing

against the prevailing ideas of Satan and his kingdomg tut He so

gpolte and taught that we mush adwmit them among the body of His

‘beachinga e 3 -79
In an efford to bring help to the sufferers of His day "Josus epoko and
worked in a way thebt harmonized with men's thoughtss That doos mot mean
that their thoughts were true thoughts, or that His thoughts were mot
w.ﬁaﬁ In fact, Josus transformed to & certain extent the current
ideas of possession, as He transformed the current ideas of the HMsssiah
and the kingdom of Gode Ho purified ihe current conceplion of possession
in His Rapologetie discourse® (3:22-27) on the expulsion of demons, by
placing possession under a universal and ebhical po:_mb of view, repre-
senting 1t as a manifestation of ‘the power of Satan, the great antegonist |
of the kingdom of God.'m'

Thus Jesus did aceommodate Himself, bub in a way winlly in keeping
with His character and wholly dimead from the sught»es'b misteken notion

of Mg day, Ho was a man among men, bud without sin, also wkthout ths

- Edward Langton, Satan, A Parhrmlt (Londons Sheffington & Son
I‘td" 19115), Pe 108, % "hoggh ODe Oi'bo, Pe 110,

80
Arthur C Ht’a WT% of J’esn! momm
(Tendons John Murray, 1923? _

%e,mmmulmmmmmtm_ggl_g,pp.xss-&u
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gin of beilng duped into_‘dalusionao To hold that Ho considered the
employment of His hands, or even the use of His spit‘ble; in amy way
efficacious to the cure of diaeasge; and to hold that Ho entertained

current mistaken notions that what we call insanity wes possession by |
demonsy is inconsisbent with the record, imjurious to the Clristian's
faith in his Lord, and often based on hypothetical assumpiions too regd.ﬂ;;r
taken o be truths discovered by the modern scientific agees Than to
impugn the perfect chavagter of our Lord by foisting on Him an erromsous
accommodation theorys Pib would be more candid and move Teasonable %o
83y at once thal Jesus was m:l:ata.ken.“'82

& £inal question, which mey well be considered in this gectioan of
owr study, is whether Jesus performsd these mighty works in virtus of
His pexrfect manhood or of Hig almighty deltye Let us frankly acknowledge
that we are here wallking in?wlm'a angels fear to treades® Bernard,
speaking with "great caution,” suyss

To assert that the miracles of the Iord were wrought withoud

effort, as it wove, and that they are to be ascribéd .to’the

exoreise of His Divine nature rather than to the operation of

Hig lmman nature emriched and glorified by His indissoluble

union with the Father, is perhaps to go beyond the evidencesS
And Bruce believes that perhaps "it is best not to commit ourselves too
decidedly to any theory as to the conmnection bebween the power exhibited

inthehtsalingﬁ.niattyandﬂmpersonofthekgent.'& To consider

Grasbner, "Demoniacal Poaaess:!.on," Concordia Theological
Yonthly, IV (August, 1933), 590s

a3
de He Bermard, "Miracle," in A of'bheBibh edited
bv Jamos Hastings (Mew Yorks Gharles FQFWBEM, , IIT, 399

Usruse, The Misesrlous Elanert in tie Gompels, pe 202
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preyer the secret of Christ's miracle-working pomé, as Cairns has
done BS is bullding on a ra.thar shaky foundation of three passages
(9329; #be 262533 Jne 1Lslll2)e To say that Jesus worked His miracles
a9 man beomise Ho delegated the same ability to the Twelve fails to
rocognizo the definite differcnce between His person and their personge
To hold that Jesus was enervated Ly His mighty works reste on the one
motics in 53308 Fperceiving in himself that power had gone forth from
him,® which probalily is no more than ampther way of saying: ®Hs
wrked & miracies He éxercised His miraculous powerse®

Ungey is fully confident that, Bit"Be it wes by "the Spi:-l.‘it of Cod®
(Mbs 12228) that Josus cast oub demons, Pit wes, accordingly, by ths
power of the Foly Spiris, operabing in untrammelied i'mmsa__i.u His
sinlegs lmmenity, thab Jesus effectucted His cures; « . .3'8'7 This
explanation, coumbined with tho cautious reamark of Bermard, appears to
do justice %o the questions ‘

The Responte %o Lhe Miracles

Tho wesponss of the crowds, the disciples and the Jewlsh leaders to
the mlghty woris of Jesus varisde By and large, the response of the .
paople wds ona of amazgment, mmzanﬁfeari After the first Marcan
mirasie "they ware all amemed® (1827, €9amB7y Py 6ar)e At the Healing

cm-m, Ope ci’al, PPe wﬁu

asEric May, ®"For Pover VWent Forth From Hin,' Catholie Bi'b].ioal
m XIV Ap!'.ﬂ., 1952)0 mﬂ.

87%:-:!11 Ps Unger, usmm:. Demonology and Demon Poasen:l.on,'
Biblical Demeuology (Wheaton, T1l.s Van Kampen Press, :cm., cs1952),
P' m
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of the Paralytic the emasement was supplemented by glorit‘iba‘b:lng of Gods
"ihay wewe all amased ( £5/6ra O« ) and glorified God, saying, We
never saw anything like thigl® {2 :12?9 The townspeople at Gadara

twezo afrald® (5815, €fof 7Py6av ), WAnd they began to beg Josus

to depart from their neighborhood? {5317)s The result of the entire
Gadarens affair was that "all men marveled® (5:20; Eﬂwf,uafov Yo

At the resuscitation of Jairus! daughter "they were overcoms with anagom
ment? (Sshe, & femoay E03US Ek6THGEL /.‘,eya:)\rf). And the Healing
of the Deaf and "Dumh® Man evoked one of the more laudable responses,
containing an 01d Testement allusion {cfe Ise 3585,6): "And they were
astonished beyond measure ( 3npnp/b6¢35 JEffﬂ'/\’;uwro )y saying,

Ho has done all things wells he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speal?
{7:37)e In genoral, these responses leave something to be desired,

The amazenment, marvel and fear lead to little more than a thronging of
Jesus for personal and earthly advantagese Unfortamately, the stern
diotun of Jesus spplies to mny of the crowds which allowed Him 1ittle
rests ¥you seek me, mwt becauss you saw signs, but because you ate your
£i11 of the loaves® (Jne 6326)e ‘

The response of the disciples was mot moh- better, although their
eyes were finally opened near Caesarea Philippi, only to be partially
closed again by the events of Holy Week. St. Hark gives motice of
their response after both of the sea imoidentse After the Stﬂli!g of
the Storn "they were £illed with awe ( €Go Py 6cy JPov pueya), and
said %o one awother, Who then is this, thab even the wind and sea obay
him? (hell)e And at the Walking on the Vater "they were utterly

; 3 < A F) ’
astounded® (6351, NiAv €k TEpléeoy - £v Eauros &f/eTuvio),
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But there is anothsr seb of mépoms, tragie to tell; which
Sulminates in the crosse Jesus! om tomspeopls were not aloms in &
hpgtile reaction to His words and works (ofe 693). The active opposition
Camo from the Jewish loaderse They accused Him of blasphemy at the
Healing of the Pavelytic (2:7)3 with hearts hardensd they were watching
Tor an: opporum.n. Uy Yo accuse Him ab the Healing of the W:zthered Hand

€3:2,5), and, whon Jesug had satlsfied Vheir devilish desire, we read
In 363 "Tho Pharisees went oub, and immodiately held counsel with the
Herodiang against him, how %o destvoy hime? %he manner in which Jesus
performed His mighty works aroussd hatred bub did mob crush its Ths
power with which His works spoke for Him compelled people and lsadars
%o decide for or ageinst Hime The call ¢ faith inheréent in the miracle
was matehed by its incentive to umbeliefe Thoge in whom the mighty
works did not establish falth wers confirmsd in their unbelief« Bacause
of His epulsions Josus was acoused of being in the service of the
dovil (3:22-27); end bocause of the raising of Lasarus the Sanhed»in
Tegolved upon Fis exscution (Jn. 113’46-53)'.88 The mighty works of Jesus
can thms be rightly called & ceuse of the crosse As Richardson remarks:

The realisbic rulers of the Senhedrin knew woll emough the lmpotence

of sermons and ethical ideals; they would mot have crucified an

ethical teachers their ac'bion bears the clearest historjcal testi~-
mony to the truth of the miracle stories of the Gospels.

The negative responss of the Jewish leaders to the mirasles of Jesus tims

88 Selﬁa.tter "Dex Helfer in Gobtes Macht,® Dis Geaelﬂ.ohbe des
Sristus (S’Mttgu-ts Calwer Tereinsbuchhandlung, 197L); De
aglﬂom-daon, "ifiracle,® pe 15ke
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proclaims "the hawrd facts which underline man's rejection of God's
salvation and which bring history to a climax and the purpose of God to

1ts Lulfiiment [sic] 070
. This nsgative response of tho Jewlsh leaders is explained by the
necessary precondition and vesult of Jesus mighty workss mmly,
repentance and faithe They lacked both, Ths mighty works which they
had witnessed had been seen through "closed® eyes and with faithless
heartse For the mighty works no less than the rdghty words called outs
‘Repent and believe the éood newse® They both heard and "saw® that
call, bub, as Wendland correctlysayss "lian kamn nichh sehen olms su
glaubeng allein dey Gla.ubex_‘zda wird sehen."gl Thus their ?equeat for
"3 sign from heaven? (8:]1,12) had to be refused by Jesus, who dare
not give a sign that would satisfly curlosity or convimce even enemiss
and thus make “Tepentance and faith superfluous by averoom:ing unbeliaf
with violences ¥Es kamn nicht zugeben,ﬂ Schlatter says, "dass es statt
der Busse einen endern Wegi mu Gott gebe, nasmlich einen fuer den Un=-
glauben usberwaoltigenden Vackterwoise? o Ste iatthow mentions the sign
which Jesus did give on this occasion (Mbe 12:38=412), a sign quite
different from what the Pharisees had desired, the sign of Jonah, &
sign which demanded faithe For as Jonsh was restored to life from a
Miving daa’oh;“ go shall Jesus be raised from the deads This was the

*gichardson, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels, pe 135

ﬂﬂaim-m.etriah wondland, "Messianitaet und Wunder,'
: Eachatoln du Beiches Goties bed Jesus (Guoterslohs C. ﬁmmm,

5> P

923.. Sohhtter "Die Wundsr J'en,' Dia des Neusn Testa~
ments (Stuttgarte Verlag der Vereinsbuc s s Iy
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only sign given to this Yevil and adulterous generation? at its request,

and even this sign did nob produce a veslt of faith (&f. Me 28:11-15),
Ve moel tho somo stullborn unbeliof ab Nazarothe "And he could do
no mighty work thersy; except that he laid his hands wpon 2 few gick
people and healed theme And hs marveled because of their unbeliaf?
(635,65 efe ik, 105133 Hte 11220,21)e Ste Yavk docs mot mean to say thab
the lagk of falth on ths part of the people of Nagareth mads the pure
forming of a mighty work "physically® impossible, bub rather that "their
obstinacy vendered tho miracle ugcless in advanse, for it would have
falled in its primavy purposeet’> Tirimms nicely explains tiis relation
botwesn the possibility of a miracls and faith, when he writess
Das daxf f£reilich nichi so vorstanden werden, als ob der Glaube
die von seiton des lMenschen su vollbringende Bedingung fuer dis
Wirking der Zeichon sele Wie Imthor im Grossen Xatechisms won
der Taufe sao'h, dass der Glaube die Taufe nichi macht, sondern
empfasngt, und hingufuogte tdass i'm nicht die groessie Machd
daran liege, ob der da getauft wird, glaube oder nicht glaubse

Bonn darumb wird die Taufe nicht unpecht, sondern an Gotles Word
und Gebot liegb alleg™, so ist auch der Glaube im Verhaelinis su

don Zeichen nicht die Voraussetzung dafusr, dass disselben geschohen.

Vielnslr liegh ilx Vollzug allein an Gottas allmeechtig wirkendsn
Worts Im Glauben gber wnd my im Clauben wird dem Menschon der
darin handslnde Gobt offenbaredl
Thank God for the faithful few at Wegareth upon whom "he laid his hands
o o o and healed them® (6:5)s They saw the Jesus of their Nazareih as
m less than the Mighty God at work saving men, body and soule

. Only to the eyes of faith was the secret of Jesus' person and the

® senger 'rmmmﬂmmintmﬁibh"inA

st GRS L AN
,7.120.

9hﬁihom Thimms, "Zeichen,” in Biblisch-Theologlsc

b hevausgegeben von Edo Ogterloh nd Wans Ingelland
Vﬁmk & Ruprecht, ce1954), Pe T03e
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mtery of His mlssion manifests There is a hiddeness about Jesus in
the Smptica—; the theology of the Gospels allows for a "mgasianic
secret,” properly understoods As we have repeatedly moted, even the
Twelvo are "in the dark® until the erisis and climax nesar Cassarea
Philippl. And tne.w aghievement &b this juncture is nmob to be writien
to their eredit, for "ths secret of Who Jesus is is understood mob by =
£lesh and blood bub by the revelation of the Father in heaven (Hbe l&_zl?)a“gs
It is & dimim gife, the gift of faithe

Hore, in connection with the *legsianic secret,” is the place
whare we :na.y conglder the charges %o sgecrecy enjoined by Jesus after
- many of His mighty worké. The atmosphere in‘which J esus worked wasg
charged with false expoctanciese There were, of courss, "tho meek in
the land,® who had rightly read their Scripturese Bub they were far
outmumbered by those whose Megsianic expectations had sold out to
politicas by thosz who dreamed of the great apocalyptic cataclysa which |
would foreefully usher in the dsys of David for the people of Gods and
by those whose kingdom of God wonld be reslized on the path of ethical
achievemente Against these false ideclogies Jesus was in constant com-
bat by a reticent use of misundersiood Messianic titles (Ho chose ths
#Son of Man" as the t¢itle which He could pretty well £ill with fitting
content) and by guarding against rumors which might meke Him out as &
wnieMorlnar; a good and great man, or anything less than whal Ibo wase
Hare is where the charges to sscrecy played their roles Ste Mark recoxds
such charges at 1325,3h,43,hlis 33125 S2h33 7356; 8226 and even at 8230
to the disciples ab Gassares Philippi. Richardson maintains that this

%PRichardson, The Miracle-Stories of the Gospels, ppe 10-11.
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commend to secrecy after the peﬂozmma o:t‘ gone of the miracles is due
to the hand of St. Mark himsel?, and that "he has mot worked oub his
thoory very carefully, since in soms seciions of hiw Gospel he sppears
to have overlooked it {(cf. espe Mite 281=l2 and 28).“96 Against Richardson
we would say that Ste Mark has employed the charge to secreoy often
enough to show that it was the custom of Jeaus; and thus need not racord
it ab each and every insiance, 7This reply, of courss, suffers from ths
woaknoee of any avgument from silensee Bub a consideration of thoss
instanses when a command to silemse is not recorded yields a plausible
explanation of such omissions, Tims, the Healing of Simon's Motherw
in=Law (1329-31) involwved a closed and intimate group of friendss the
sicimess was probably not widely lmown, and the chances were very good
that tho story of the cure would not be published abroad, In the cass
of the paralytic (2:1-12) Jesus was proclaiming Himself as the authority-
invested Son of Mang & charge to secrecy would have been an anomaly hevee
In tho case of the withored mand (3:1-6) Jesus was already in the
presence of His enemies when He porformed the curee Ths Stilling of
‘the Stom (h‘:g.s-.la); the Walking on the @ater (63h5=52) and the Witherw
ing of the Fig Tree (1L:12-1l;,20-25) can be reasonably supposed to have
been kept by the diseiples to themselvese The Issue of Blood (5:2ib~3h),
the Feeding of the Five and Four Thousand (6£30-li; 8:1-9), and ths
Expulsion of the Damon from the Epileptie Boy (9:1i-29) were all per-
formed in the presenve of erowds {the labtter also in the preseuce of
onemies), where a command to silente would have been foolishs The
Expulsion of the Iegion from the Gadarens Demonies{5:1~20) and the

%';_Md., pp. 102~03, .

D PP
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Expulsion of the Demon from tho Syrophoonician Deughter (7:24=30)
£EVeIved Guitiles and wirs performsd in Ganbile tarsitony; Wl s
rumor would be Likely to cause less damage than in Jewlish territory.”!
In fact, the Gadevene Demoniae is sent homs to proclaim the Lord's

mereye And the finmal caso where a comfmﬂ to gilence is not given, the
Healing of Blind Bartimzeus (10:l6-52), ia addj.tion %0 being performed
in a crowd, occurred aftey the %gecret was out,” Bartimasus was per=
mitted to proclaim Jesus as ¥Son of David® without rebuke, Although
some of these epologies limp a bit, they certainly offer a botier
explanation of tho missing cherge to secrecy than a theory which claimg
that Mark inmvented these charges and them failed to carry out his plan
consistently,.

By and large, these commands to silence wére not heeded (ofe 1:h5s
7836). In fact, "often they appear io bave acted rather as a provoca-
tive to freer speech, a wesult which can surpriss mo one acquainted with
" Wo doubt Jesus knew that His commands would be to
some exteny ineffectualy and yet Ha contimied to enjoin secrecy on ﬂg
"patients¥” and it was uwp to them to obey or disobey Him. At any rates,
the ministry of mighty works had to proceed regardiess of the risks
involved in undesirable rumorse “Fhe fulness [&lc ] of His grace must
be made menifest even ab the risk of bemporary mismderstending,®’”

man naturoe®

P1\ithough 1n view of 7:36 and 8126, this apology is quite weake
PB5ruce, The Miraculous Element in the Gospels, pe 28
P mad,
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Ouxr consideration of The hostile responses to Jdesus! mighty works
hag led us to note falth and its necessary predecessor repentance 2s
the two cowrslatives to miracle, necessery both to its reception and to
its proper understanding.s 7The question which now occupies our attembion
ises What role did faith play in the "characters® of the actual miracls
stories? Waes faith alweys demairled ag a nacessaryé prorequisite %o the
recepiion af a mighby work? Was this faith the full faith in Chrisht
which we think of when we spesk of falth today? To these and related
questions we now look,

Faith is explicitly mentioned in the Healing of the Paralyiie:
%and when Jegns eaw their falth? (2:35). We tale the faith here membioned
%0 be that of tho paralytic and his friends.”® Jairus is enjoineds
"Do not fear; only believe® {5:35), a call o tremendous faith in the
face of deabh itself. The woman with the flow of blood is commendeds
"Daughter, your falth has made you wells go in peace, and be healed of
your .disease® (5:3!4).101 The fathor of tLhe epileptic hoy confesses a
Syicarious falith®s "I belicves help my unbeliefi® (9:2h). And to blind
Bartimeeus Jesus sayss %o your ways your faith has made you well®
(10252), S

I% would appear that faith can be inferred i soms of the cases
where it is not explicitly memtloned without doing viclente to the texte
Such instances are the Healing of Peter's Motherwdin-Law (1:29-31), the
Healing of the Leper (Lsh0-Ui5), the Hosling of the Men with tho ¥ithered

100&1 also Demney, ope Cits, Pe 277e

mlﬂer faith was evidenced by a mere touch, 5:27=313 cf. 3:103
655,55,
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Hand (311=6), and the Expulsion of a Demon from the Syrophoenisian
Daughter (7:2Li=30}, another case of "wicarious faith,"

Mneagmch ag the nature miracles are not performad wpom persons and
are umrequested we are not swrprised to find a mntion of tfaithlagldm
in them, The Stilling of the Stowm (4e35=ll) does, however, raise the
queastiont 'Why are you afraid? Have you mo falth?® And the Withering
of the Fig Tree (11:12-1),20-25) is put to didactic use regarding falth
(11922-2))a |

In tho ocases of damwn possession mo faith is possible to tho om
posssssed and is never roquired of hims 02 Ths father of tho epilepbls
boy believes for hls sony and the persistence of the Genbtile mothar
would seem to Jxpiy her faith for her daughters

We have yoi o mention tho deal and fidumb" man (7:31-37) and the
blind man at Betheaida {B8:22-25), which appear to be two instandses in
which tho miracls itself was designad %o induce i.‘a.ﬂ:tsh.m:3 Tha general
referenses o healings and exorcisms contain no hint of faith, and the
disciples wero not instructed to male certain that a person had faith
before they performed their cuwress ‘

Faith was tims an important factor in the mighty works of Jesuse
Bub the aptual role which it played in cach instanse is not nearly so
plain as is often supposede Those who would consider Zaith as the

absolutely necessary pracondition are oversimplifying the astual

mzﬂﬂrns, ﬂ' Gﬂ.’l‘n, Po 690

103896 Bogga, ODe Bito, PPe 611620
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simtion.loh Such a position is wmable to cope with those miracis

gtories in which an antecedent faith is almost certainly lacking, The
classic examples aro the Impotent Man ab the Pool of Bethesda (Jne 5:l=16)
and ths Man Born Blind (Jn, 9)3 in both cases the mpatients® do mot even
know who Jesue is after the cure h2s been accomplished, although in beth
cages Jesus later leads thom Yo lmorledge and, in the case of the Man
Born Blind, to feith, We ave able %o say in defemse of the faith of
Jesus! ®patients® that there is not the slightest hint of opposition
to Hin before and while He works His miracle and mo conaequarrb_hostdle
reactions I appears as though faith, although most desirable, was mot
always demonded as & nscessary preconditions Boggs is no doubd correct
when he eays that "Jesus varied His methods to suit the needs of His
Pai'-:l.entt::."m5 In some cases faith was worked in the peraozi concernsd
by the miracle itselfs in some few others faith was given after the
miracle., Some instances are so shroudsd in silene with regard to
falth, that silense congerning thom is our best reaction alsoe Bub im
by far the majority of cases faith is somehow rglated %o the mighty worke
As for the nature of the Bpatients' faith, there is gensral agree=
ment among scholars that it was faith in the person of Jesus for what Ho

10hgoms of the seholars who do so are Hmber, The Work and Words

_?iJem Pes 563 FPriedrich Femner, Die Erankheit im

} Neuen
t J. G, Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1980), pe OUj ond Schiz

ther,
Who goes g0 far as to say that faith is die unerlassslichs Bedingung

fuer die hglichkei‘b deg W. o s oy TMIOEQ’ Pe 281
msnoggaa OPe ﬁo, De 61ls
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m, faith in its £ull Chrisbtological wm.ms lio one has expressed
thia better than Richardson, who speaks of this faith as:
2 believing relation and attitods Yowards his own persoun as
Mossiah and Son of God, even though those who cams %o him to
be healed could nol have zrticulated thelr belisf in so precise
a formia ag tlhisehd' ;
No other explamation of their faith, feebls and faltering as it may
have often bsen, will satisfy the demands of New Testement theolozye
The faith of the mirecle stories is the faith of Jesus! proclamstion
(efs 1:15), the faith made possible by His 1ife and death and glory,
the faith for which the Glmreh through 211 ages has stood and fallen,
the faith demanded of us today for the only proper ap?reoiaticn of the
miracle gbories of the Gospels, faith in Jesus él‘n‘ia‘b, the God lan,

as personal Savior and Redoanere

106 2 S : ‘
Sea Schlatter, Theolo pe 2683 Engelland, ope cits, Pe 6963
Femner; ope cite; Pe 5&%&011: The itiracle-Stories of the
Gospels, pa Glis _

mRiehardaon, miiracle,” pe 153¢




CHAPTER IV

CONOLUSION

Such is St, Mark's record of the miracles and the mivaclsg!
record of Jogus Christe If there ig ome point which gtands ont ag [
the resullb of our gtudy it igy o give a pavochial cliche & new twilsh,
that J es@ Taracticed what e preached.” His wrda are paralleled by
Hip deeds, I Hls words fulfilled the Scriptures, go d:ld. His decdse
If s words begpole the power of Ood, sy did Hls deeds, even mors
dﬁpnstrau‘ﬂ;y 80e If whol He sald proclaimed the arrival of the king=
dom, what Ho did meds this twuth plein to feithful eyese If Ho apole
of dafeating the a;m'g’; Hig deeds porivayed Hin as ever galning ground
in ¥he battle. And 1f Ho preached an egchatological message, His works
plotured the situation that will prevail when sschatolozy is absorbed
in eternity, His was a ministey nighty in word and in deed, describing
and depleting Himgslf as the Messlah, g

Sush a ministery called for repemtance and faithe That mighty worls
mads $his call very velovant to Jesus® contemporaries is micely staved
by Dibsliugs

T? eomsthing inexplicehle should happen in owr world and before

ouwr zyom, if somcone should cause @ person who vas lylng dead

w@tuppwfeﬂlymn,orifammﬂdmw
wp dato the air withoub using auy mechanical means to help e
the gbouthearted would rogard the event as o’ subject for imve
gation, the timorous would draw awsy from ity those wWho Wﬁm
would eall in the police, while the emtin sould glve B
news %0 the progse-bul mwbody, we can be sure wuldfalglon__
kmoes in prayer) Butthisis:justwhatgeadatoaem_hmgk
the mos% natural thing to do when confronted by the marvelouse
them, anytiing that was not instantly explicable wes miraculouse

e S N ) N
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They did not reckon with laws of nature or trouble themselves
with a‘b‘temp'bf ab explanation, for it wai the supernatural that
they sensod at once in the unempla ®
Unfortunate, indesd, that tho knses of many of them ‘lrould_ m% bende
Today the Lord confronts men malaly tlrough Hls word, a word, let
vs not forget, that is freught with the record of His deadse qu'
regponse o ths mighty works of Jesus thms dare mot differ from that of
those who actually saw and recognized (Qod's legsish at work serving and
saving silmnerse For the wiracle storiesy; mo less than awt-hmg elssy
"are written that you mey believe that Jdesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that belisving you myy have 1life in his nams® (Jn. 20:31).

lmrtin Dibelius, "The Signe of the Kingdo n Jasua translated
from the German by Charles B. lledrich and Freder:.ck Ge Grant
(Philadelphias The Westminster Pross, Ce1949), PP 80-81




APPENDISE A

Chronological Ydst of ifivacles of Jegns™

{a) Preliminavy Periods From Baptiez to
Call of Leading Apostles.

L_. Water made wine
2¢ Cleansing of the temdle
3. Son of noblaman restored

(b) Pirst Period of Galilean Ministry,
v Death of Jolme

i, Escape from hostile crowd
Se Dramght of fishes

6s Capernaum demoniae
Te Peter's wifo's mother | Hue
8. General healings and
exoreians Mte
9» Laper Mve
10, Palsied maan ' Wb
11, Impotent man of Bethosds .
12, Han with withered hand Wte
13. General healings and _ :
exorcisns ifte

¢ F

ke
Meo
e,

e

Mo

Lice
Ike
ke

ke
Tice
Lice

Lke

Like

Ine

Jdne

_ Im.uust'utamm !;E.Mght' "iracles,” in 4 Diction
ﬁ%}?“‘mm ol 'qgiﬁodbyamufm (h!ﬁrﬁ
rVs Sons, © B v |

A

8. The nebessaly

list are treated in the following footmotes, There mey be items listed

here which we would wish to exoludsy such is owr privilege.
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s
15
1.
17
18,
19.
20,
2o
22,

93
Centurionls servant

Son of widow of Nain raised
General healings and exorcisus
Dumb demoniase hoaled

Tempent sbillad

Gadarene demoniac(s)

Rajging of Jairus?! daughter
Issue of bhlood

Two blind men healod

() Saetond Period of Galilean iilnistry,
to 4ts Close.

23s
2l
25,
26,
27.
28,
294
30,
3l.

Five thousand fed
Jesus walks on sea

Daughtes of Syro-phoenician
wWoman

Deaf and dud vestorsed

General healing of
intirmities

v--Fo.ur thougand fed

Blind man restored
Deaf and dumb epileptic

Stater in fish's mouth

Mbe

W

Mbe

ifbe
s
Hte
ibe

Ht,
e

Mte

e
Moo

Wte
i,

Like
Lk
Tiko
e Ike
Mco ILke
m. Ilk.
Mo ke -
Hice Ik-h
m:. Jne
Moo
e
Mo
Mce :
Wk, Dk
eo?

%Lcs 1123 may be identical with the Mte 9832-3% references
3A<_imbdmnon:laonsalno healed in this context.

b

Jne should be added

attested in all four Gospelss
slhiaatoryia not recorded in Mke

here; this is the only miracle stoxy
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- {d) Ministyy in Judea and Peress

32, ilan blind from birth rostored Jne
33, TDapotont moman rostored Tdeo
34, Men with dropsy healed Tk,
35, Ten loperg cleansed e

conct 1y :
36, Lasarus raisad Jne
37 Two blind men near Jeriche Moo Mka Lo

{e) Glosing Days of Lifoe

38, Witharing of fig tres Bbe Mo

39, GClesnsing of templs Hbe Mke Tk

40, Healing of Malclms ‘6.7 Lite Jn.7

ll. Falling to ground of -

goldiersd _ Jile

6

As Ts Roberbson, of 'bhs (New Yorks Harper &
Brothars Publishers, _.:.9 s De 29) pilades o. 36 before Nos 35

1

This incident is recorded only in Tke

8“" I3 should precede Noe 40e Add Noe hz, tl':a gecond dreught of
fish, recordsd in Jne




The Miracles in the Twriple, Double and Single Traditions

APPENDIX B

1

The Eleven ifiracies of tho Triple Traditions

1

2
3

he
Se

64
Ts

84
2
10,

11,

The healing of Peterls mothareinelaw, Mic, 1:29=3hs M, 8114,15;
U‘Co h838,39¢

The healing of the leper, Mte LtlO-libg Mte 822iip Lke 531216,

Tha hsalzl.ng of the paralytic, Mre 231-123 Mie 932-83
Lk, 5:18=25,

Tho heeling of the witherred hand, e 3:;-6; fbe 12:9=1k3
ma \)36"3—4!

The g%illing of the tempest, . ha354a.3 Mo, 8218273
Lis 832225,

The demonias of Gadare, s 531-20 Mie 8:28-3Us Like 8:26-39.

The woman with an issue of blood, Mke 5825=3i3 Mo, 9020224
Lica 831!.3'4;

The raiping’ of Jalrus? d.aug Mo 5:22-&,3%;
I, 9*18,19,23-263 Llte 83’&1,!32,59"‘

The feoding of the five thousand, Mc. 6s35=hliy M. 1215-213
Ike 9312=17 [2lso in Jnsle

The healing of the lunatie bay, e, 9:1&-29; Mo 17=114-213
Lk 9'37“’43.

The healing of the hlind man ab Jemm, m:.:o:lﬁ-szs
Mbe 20329=3Ls Lice 13335-3e

.

The Sewen iMfiracles of the Doubls Traditions
In Matbhew and Maxk fours

l'lhaaawbeﬂ.aummma.n.m, m.raaulm
in the Go Bew York: A. G, Armstrong & Son, ©
BTt 0, s Sospela (
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1. Jesus wallting on the sez, Mbe 111322w233 dik, 6¢i5=523
(JBO 681’4‘521 @

2, The healing of the Campanite woman's daughter, Mbe 15321283
Mce 732306 !

3. The foeding of tho four thousand, M. 15332-395 ke 8i1~9.
Lhe The cursing of the fig-tres, Mte 2LslT-223 Mo 9812w1ly, 20=2),
Tn Matthew and Tulse Bwos ’
1s The heuling of the Cenburion's servant, Mbe 8s5=133 Lke 7:1-19.
2o The healing of the dwd demoniac, Nbs 9832,333 Zke 11slle
In Maxk: and Tuko ones

1. The healing of o depmoniag inm the Capernuum Synagogus,
X 2823263 ke 2L333"36¢

The Sevenieen liracles Recorded in a Single Gospel Onlys
A M they Lipags : .
1o The healing of two bilnd eny 9327=31s
2. Tha healing of a demoniac, 12822,
3¢ The finding of the stater, 17s24=27.
In Mark bios | St A
1. Tha hoaling of one deaf and Gy, T33L=3Te _ .
2. The openinz of tho eyes of one blind at Bethsaida; 8:22-26.
* In Iuke six: ‘ _
L. 'ma miramilous draught of fishes, 5sT=1le
2 The reising of tho widow's som, Tellelle
32 The cure of & woman with & spirit of infirmity, 13s10-17.
be The cure of the dropsied many Mslbe
Ss Ths cleansing of the ten lepers, 17:12-19
6+ Tho healing of Malohus® sar, 22¢i9=5l.
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In Jolm gixs

1.
2
3»
e
Se
6a
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The change of water lmbto wlne, 2:l-1l,
The healing of ths mobleman's sony lishb=She

Tho healing of the impotent man at Bethesda, S:l=lfe
The opending of ths eyes of one bora bl:b@ Pe

The raising of Lasarus, 10:l=5l.

Tho second miraculous draught of £ishos, 21:1-23,



I

IT.

IV,

Healingss

Ao
Be
Co

Dy’
Es

Fa
Go
He

Cure
Cure
Cure

AFPENDIX O

The Marcan Miracles by Categovy

of Peter's lothor-inmlaw, 1329=3le
of a Leper, LshO=}5,

3 of the Paralybtis, 2112, ]
» of & Man with o Withered Hand, 3:l=b.

of a Woman with & Flow of Blood, Ss2libm=3l.
of o Doaf and "Dumb® B, Ts3L-3T.

of a Blind Man at -B.e‘bhaaida, 8322-26.

of Blind Bertimacus, 10:h6=52.

Expulsions:

A,
i
¥
De

Ao
Be
Pa
S
E.

The Man with an Unclean Spirlt at Gapernaum, 1321=-28,

The Gadarens Demoniag, 5tl=20e

Tho Daughter of the Syrophosnician Voman, 732h=30.

The Epileptic Boy with a Deaf and Dumb Spirit, 9:1li=20s
Tature Miracles:

The Stilling of the stom., hzss-hl. e

The Peeding of the Five Thoussnd, 6530kt

The Walking on the Water, 6-1;5-52. _

The Feeding of the Four ‘!hounnd, 811-9- )

The Withering of the Fig Tree, nuz-ah,zo-zs.
Resuscitations

A. The Raising of Jairus! naugmr, sszz-at,ss-la. |
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APPENOIX D

Cuibling of Ste Mavic 1-12

The Prologus, l3l«l3,

Ae
B.
Ce
Do

The Titls, 1l:l. |

John the Baptist, 1:12-8,

Tho Baptism of Jegus, 139-1’J.o.
The Temptation of Jesus, 1:12,13.

Tho Galileaz HMinigtyy, 1:...uu:> s6a,

Lo

B,
Ca

De

Ee

Affter the Arvost of Jolm, Jesus Enters Galilee, Proclaiming
the Avelval of ths Kingdom, 183h,15.

The Gall of the Four at the Shore of the Sea, 1:16=20.
In ths Synagogue ab .Caperm:tm, 1;2].—239

Le Astonighuent ab Hlz teaching, 1122.

2, T Qzﬁ.&vn of aa wiclean spirit 1823-36.

3. Ammsanent over the axpulaion, 1s27. _
Le Jesus? famp spreads through Galiles, 1:28.
D the House of Simon and Andrew, 1129=3he
1. Jem heals Simon's mother=in=law, 1:30,31. -

2+ The sick anl possossed ave! brought %o Hin at snndm,
1132-321.

Trip Thwough Galﬂ.os, 1:35-1». ‘
Lo Jesus goes to a lomely plase 0 pray, 1:35,36-
2, M is soaght by the peuple. 1837

3. i‘ravanlltlu'oughﬁﬂﬂn, mﬁm@mmm
23 3390
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Lo dJesus hsals a leper, Liho-lib,
8, Charges him to say mothing to anyone, 1sh3,ll,

be The charge unheeded, Jesus is forced to stay in the
countrys pecpls come from every quarter, LeiSe

Retwrn to Capernemum, 22l=l2. ;

1e Many gather and Hs preachsg the word to ths:g, 232,

2, dJesus forgives and heals the paralytic, 2:3=i2.

2. First Galilean digpute with the seribes regarding
aubhority to forgive sing, 236w=lle

bs ALl are amaged and glorify God, 2:12e
Teaching tho Growd at the Seagide, 2813e
The Call of Lavi, 2slle
Second to Pourth Galilean Di.sputes, 2:15-2&
1. Eabing wlth tax collectors and simars, 2 15-17.
24 The question sbout fasting, 2¢18-22,
3» The question about the Sabbath, 2:23-28e

desus Hoals a mnwithamﬂaredﬂand in the m
S ®

1. Tt s the Sabbath and He is watched, 32,

2, Pharigses and Herodians plot His destruction, 336.
Withdrewal to the Sea of Galilee, 3+7=12

1. A great miltitude follows Him, 33Tb=Je

2+ Healings and expulsionsy 3:10=12e

Jesus Goss into the Fills and Appoints the Twelvs,
3813=19a,

Jesus Returns to His House at Capernsum, 3319b=35.
1. Tho gathered crowd allows Him no timo to eat, 3820
2, Jesus accused of madness by His friends, 332L.
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3« dJemus accused of possession by Beelésbub by ths seribess
the ©i0%h Gallilean dimpute, 3322«30,

as The Dinding and spoiling of the strong man, 3:23-27.
bs Tho unforgivable min, 322530,
he Jesus? mother and Wothers ?.sk for Himy 3:131=35,
Teaching in Paracbles abt ths Sea, Lsl=3l
le Parsble of the Sower, Lsl=9, |
2o Tbs explomation to o select few, L:10=20,
3+ Attendant ingtruction, Lh32l=25,
b Paroblo of the Automatis Action of the Soil, Ls26~29.
Se Pavable of the Mistard Seed, 4s30=32.
Ge Imch voaching in parables, L233,3k.

Crossing tho Sea of Galileeg Jesus stills a storm enroute,
335411,

In the Countxy of the Gadaremos, Ssl=20e

1. Jesus expels the Leglo: from the (Gadarens Demonias,
53;39-.

2e ALL mem mevvels 2420, 7

On the West Side of the Sea Again, 5:21-li3e

1, A groat cvowd ob the seaside, S512lb.

2, Tha requast of Jairusy Jesus goes with him, 5322-2ha,
3¢ The hesling of the women with 3 flow of blood emroute

. %o Jairus’ house, 52lib~
4. Despite the report of her death, Jesus gontimes to the
In Hip Ovn City—Rasareth, 6tl-6a, _
le Teschss in the synagogue on the Sabbath, 6:22.
2. Astonistment at His words and wrks, 632
3. Offense at mm, 613,110
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a, Only a few sick healed, 635,
b. Josus mavvele ab thelr wibelief, 6iba.

TIT, Wanderinge and Withdvawals, .60-10:52.

Ao

.~ Be

De

Eo
Fo

Teaching Tour Among the Villages of Galilee, 6;6?3-30,
le Jesus comnissions and sonds oul the Twelve, 6:7-13.
as To preach repentansce, 6:12,
be To oxpel demons and heal the sick, 6313e
2s. Tho Herod, Hewodias, Johm the Bapbist story, 6:ll=29,
3s The wetwrn of the Twelve, 6330

Unsuccessful Departure to & lonsly Place for Rest from the
Crowds, 6:31~ldie

i, As they land a great throng gafshers, 6233, 318,
2. Jesus teaches them many things, 633hbe
3+ Jesus foeds the five thousand, 6335-lilie
Crossing the Sea Towerd Bethsalda, 6shi5=52.

e Jesus diemisses the éro'ud, 63L5.

2. Josug prays in the hills, 63l

3» Josus wolks on the sea to the disciplgg, 6 8li7=52.
as They ave utlerly astoundsd, 6851ba
be Their hearts are hardensd, 6352,

Landing at Gennogarets the Whole Neighborhood Flocks %o
Him with Their Siclk, 6353=550.

Healing the Sick in Villages, Uities, and Guuntry, 6356+

Disputes with the Phariaees and Scribes; Instruction of tha
People, T7:1l=23. :

ls The tradition of the elders, 7:2-0e
2. The Corban evasion, 7:9=13e -
3. The peoplo instructed on real defilement, 7sll-15e
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he Jesus enters the house and explains the parable of
defilement to the disciples, 7:17=23.

Withdrawal to Tyre and Sidong Expulsion of & Demon from the
Daughter of tho Syrophoenician Toman, 732l=30s

Roturn from Tyre, Through Sidon to the Sez of Galilse, Through
the Region of Decapolis, 7:3l=0:9e

le Healing of a deaf and “dumb® man, 7332=37.

2s Zealous proclamation of the cure, 7:36.

be Astonisihment, 7237

2, The four thousand fod, 8¥d=9.

Crossing to Dalmamitha, 8:10=12¢

1. Tho Pharlsees seek & sign, 8:1l.

2s Sign refused this gensration, 8:12,

Reerossing to Bethsaida, 8:l3=26e

1. UDilscugsion envoute régarding the leaven of the Phariseess

the disciples fail ‘o understand the significance of the

- feadings, 03l3=2le ; .

2+ Hlind man hoaled ab Bothsaida, 8322-26.

Departure to the Villages of Cassarca Philippi, 8:27-9329.
1, The crucial question, 8327
2. Pater's confession, 8:28«30. T

3. The first prediction of the Passionj Peter's rebuke,
8131=33,

ho Ingtruction in discipleship, Bs3~9el.
S The Transfiguration, 9l2-$.
6. The questdion about Elijah, 939-13.

7o The expulsion of a deaf and dwb spirit from the
'ﬂege?licp_o;;%:i—-ﬁ:

rf'\n‘
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Le Josus Fasses Through Gallles Unowaresy Secomd Predietion
of the Pagsion, 9¢30=32,

M Arrival a% Capornaum, 933 3=50.
1, True greatnoss in the Kingdom, 9333-37.

2¢ dJolmls guestlon aboubt a wan easting out demons in
Josus! nema, 9338-lile

3s Instruction to the diseiples, 9sli2-50s

No Deparituve to the Reglon of Judea and Beyond ths Jordan,

1. Crowds gabher and Josus teachos them, 10sl.
2, Tho Pharisees® question aboubl divorce, 103212
3» Jesus blesses the children, 10813-16.

he Tha rish young mam and abtendan® instrustion to
the Twelve, 10817-3le

Oe On ths Road to Jerusalem, 10332-445.
1. The third Passion prediction, 10:33,31;.
%, The request of James and Johm, 10s35-4S.
Pe Arcival ab Jerichos hoaling of blind Bartimsens, 101h6-52.

I¥s. Ab Jerusalem, 11s1-33.

As The Approach and Eutry imto Jenmalmn, 11:1-11,
1. Preparation far entry, 1131~7s
2 Trimphal entay, 11810,
3« Josus enters the temple, 1l:llae :
. b Departure to Bethany for the might, 11el1b.
Bs Return to amealm; 11412195
Pig tree oursed, luldMhs
2. The cleansing of the t.éupte_, 11:15-18,
3. Departure from the city at ovening, 11tl%

-

R —




[

B
108

Co Return 0 Jorusalem; 11.:20=33,

1, The fig trec withoreds instruction oa falth and
Povgiromnas, 11s20=05e

2, The quesbion aboub aunthority in the temple, 11:27-33.
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