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foyer lies, promised bafore the etornal ages.

Paul eontinues to characterize his aponatolia office.
The phrase, "in hopa of eternal 11fe" refers back to the
very beginning. Paul 1s an apostle in hope of eternal 1life.
The final burpnae of the aponstolate 1s to awaken the sure
hope of heaven in the hearts of the elect. Thia hope ecannot
be based on the godliness of the believers. Although one
may speak of faith and knowledge of the truth as belng in
hopa of eternal life; 1t is more natural to take faith,know-
ledge, and hope as correlatives polnting to the apostleship
as thelr source. :

Concerning the eternal 1life, Paul adda that God haa
Dromised the same, v éﬂ?f;l!llﬂdto g ’Eﬂarre/ﬂﬂw means
to announce or to promise. The meaning here 1a "to promise,"
for Paul adds mﬂo\ 7[o’vwr azwv/wr, before eternal times.

Tn His eternal council God formulated this plan and 1t con-
stituted a promize to fallen man. What God promises, however,
he also announces as cuch, and did so frcm the first promise

to fallen man (%en. 3,15) toc Malacht.

Translation:
Verse 3, DBut has in his own times manifested his Word

in the proclamation, which I was entrusted with, according to
Lthe command of God, our Savior.

In his own time God has manifested his eternal promlse
through the proclamation of the Gospel. This unrestricted

proclamation also to the Gentlles characterizes the Apostolic
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4ge 1n which Paul s a chosen instrument of Zod played such
& leading role. TFaul's specetleship centers in the preaching
of the 11fe-giving, hope-bestowing Word. Tc this end he was
commissloned by 7od, our Savior. The apostle was entrusted
vith the proclamztion of the Word, his rission and ministry
1s the ministry of the "ord. e had the special cormend to
preach, publicly to preclaim this Word, to shout it out 28 a
herald that 211 men may hear. This trust is a noble, and
lmportant one, coming from God NHimself. And it is God as
our Savior, who commanded the public preaching. Paul con-
fesses hle faith with thot of Titus in the salvation offered
in the'¢n5pal, and thus wishes to lead a&lsc the Cretans to
believe and confess God as theilr Savior. The fﬂn:) stresses
Paul's personal respcnsibility. He must obey, he cannot but
obey. He has a divine commission to write to Titus and to
esslst him 1n establishing the ministry of the Woréd, the
publiec prezching in Crete.

And now we come to the important guestion: Are we to
apply what Paul says of himself to a2ll pastors? Paul and the
other apostles had a special office, & unique position in the
lew Testament Church. Twelve Apostles were trained, cslled,
and commissioned by Christ Himself, Matt. 10,1f., after re-
marking that the people were as sheep having no shepherc.
latt, 9,36. Judas' apostlaahiﬁ fell on Matthias. Acts 1,
15-26. Paul was chosen by Jesus directly to be the apostle
of the Gentiles., Already to Ananias Christ sald concerning
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Saul, "He is a2 chosen vecsel unto me to bear my nane before
the Centiles." sects 9,15. : '

ind Paul relates that Jesus commissloned him: "Depart,
for T will send thee for hence ('equaaz‘cﬂ&:’ e ) unto the
Gentlles.” Aets 22,21. And in the first verse of his
9platles to the “omana, Jeeond Corinthians, Galatlana,
“pheslans, Collosslanc, and First and Second Timothy Paul
declares hls apostleahip in a most deflnite way as also in
thla epistle to Titus.

The apostles were offlclal eye-witnesaes of Christ'a
Resurrectlon to all men of all time. We find thls clearly
stated in the appointment of Matthias, Acts 1,21.22. "Where-
fore these men which have companied with us all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, must one be
ordained to be 2 witness with us of his resurrsction." And
1t was through their word, as Christ states 1t in his high-
briestly prayer, that othors were to believe on Him.

John 17,20.

Pastors today are not direct successors of the apostles,
Bince they are not eye-witnesses of the Resurrection, not
teachers of the entire church. S5tlll we have a right to
apply what Paul here and elsewhere says of his offlce, so
the ministry of the Word and its encumbents in the local
congregations. (Cp. Hoenecke, IV:180f.) Paul included his
coworkers in his letters. Thus Sosthenes in 1 Cor. 1,1:

"And Sosthenes, our brother." Timothy in 2 Cor. 1,1,
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Fhil, 1,1 and 0»1. 1,1. He even ineludes Apollos, who was
mot 2 coworker, hut worked by himself, in 1 Cor. 4,1. "Let
8 man no aacount of us as of the ninisters of Christ and
dtewards of the mysteries of God." And in verse 6, "to nmy-
8elf and to Apnllos." The emphasis lies everywhere on the
"inlstry. And 1€ theore 18 an office theve are those who are
to hold that nffice, namely shepherds, elders, overseers,
atewards etec. And 1t isprimarily a ministry of the Word.
The inspired Word is the one and eonly tool with which theae
workmen of od are te officlate. It le not a nerm measage
or different message, but the eternal council of fod record=
ed in time which must ever he proeclaimed, whether by apoatle
or pastor. Stoeckhardt:® "nie Prediger sind Caneele des
geettlichen Yorts." Tn our ministry the emphasis must ever
remain on the WORD, “henever the pastor steps before hils
congregation he must do so with the conviction, "What I eam
telling you 12 not merely true, it 18 God's Truth, the Truth
of the never-lying God. It i3 not a matter of "tzke it or
leave 14," a2 "belleve it or not”; it is to be driven home
with all earnestness as uncontrovertible fact.

And the Christian pastor 1s authorized to do this. Tt
15 the command of Zod our Savior. Rom. 10,15. - "And how
shall they pre=ach, except they be sent?" It s necessary to
establish beyond a doubt the doetrine of the dlvine call.

This conviction muet grow in our hesrts and everything that

15. Cp. glt-' p. 10.
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casts doubt upon 1t, such as "wire-pulling," ought to be
Scrupulously =veided. Only the firm conviction that he is
preaching and ministering in direct ohedience to a direct
gommand of iod, his Savior, ean give a pastor courage, free-
dom and Joy ("rreidigkeit" as Luther calls it.) over against
dlscouragement, opposition, and the trials of his calling.

Important, too, 18 the addition awtﬁ"po; %wﬁr our
Savior., The final purpose, end and aim of all our preaching
and teaching 1s to save. We .ought not stress the truth, only
in order to safeguard our own conscience. The feeling of
duty, as important as it 1s, ought not be our prime motive;
but our one glorious aim must ever be the saving of souls.
Every true pastor will consistently alm at the mark (w3J
aioov{bu; eternal life. He not only hopes vaguely to save
Some, but knows that through his preaching and through it as
God's own appointed way, the final number of God's elect will
be saved. What a tremendous truth ! The pastor is to seek
out the elect of God, to guide them along the way of godli-
ness to their eternal goal. On the one hand this must humble
him deeply, on the other hand his heart must be filled with
unspeakable glory and praise of his Savior, God.

Translation:
Verse 3. To Fitus genuine chlld according to the common
faith; grace* and pesce from God, the Father end Christ

desus, our Savier.
#liote: 38 found in the codex Alexcndrinus and
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most minuscles. Tischendorf and Westle omit it. It seems
to have been talken over from T ana IT TAmothy.

Having introduced himself as the sender of this epistle
Paul now addrecses ''itue as his child or son, probably be-
cause Tltus had been converted by his preaching. He i1s a
genulne, true child, because he has remained true to the
tommon faith, the saving faith in Jesus, which the pupil
shares with his teacher. He 1s true to his spiritual parent-
8ge and shares in fullest accord the falth of Paul and the
elect. He is expected to work in full harmony with Paul,
who loves him tenderly, as his own son, There is a spiritual
affinity not only between professors and students at a
theological seminary, but between the pastor and the children
or adults whom he instructs for confirmation. The writer
wishea at thls polnt to pay tribute to salnted pastor Wm.
Nachoff with whom he worked as Assistant Pastor for ten years
in wonderful harmony. His father counsel and advice have left
an unforgettable memory. Stoeckhardt makea the remark: 16
“Dle Glaubensgemeinschaft gibt erst der Amtsbruderschaft
ihren Wert." He adds: "der gemelnsame Glaube gleicht auch
den Abstand zwischen Aelteren und Juengeren aus." On the one
hand the younger brethren ought to lovingly appreciate the
experienced council and advise of older pastors; on the other
hand the latter should not be inclined to suspect younger
pastors of dlsrespect when they differ in their oplnions and

16. Op. elt., p. 37.
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volee such at conferences.

"hat Paul wishes Titus in his greeting avery aervant of
the ¥ord shoula dally ask of God, as essential to his per-
sonal 1life and his offlce. (Crage, fulness of grace, full
forgiveness includes also eace, reconciliation. In the
difficult work of = pastor a heart 1s needed, that is firmly
grounded in the essentlal conviction, that we are right with
God through Jesus Christ our Savior. Instead of the usual
"Our Lora," Paul writes "our Savior." The minlstry of the

ford is primarily the Minilstry of Salvation.
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IIT. The Loeal Ministry. v.5.

Translation:

Verse. 5. Tor this reason I left thee in COrete, that

thou mishteat mo on to set in order the thinms lackinz, and

&ppoint oity by eity elders as I preseribed to thee.

Tnatead of 3171‘8,}14170!’ a number of manuscripts, amons
them Sinaiticus has Kate’llurw. 'Anoﬁec"rruv" means to
leave hehina, Hartat!\ec"rruv- to Lid one to remain. Tn either
9359 the sense iz virtually the same, namely, "I left thee
behind." AnEAurov is anrist, expreasing action in its
slmplest form, not distinzulshing between incomplete or com-
plete action.

Paul 1aft Titus in Crefe sometime during his Journeys
after his first imprisonment. He left him there, goinzg on
to winter in "tkopnlis, where Titus was to Join him later.
3ince the =nok of Acts ends with the first imprisonment of
Faul, we have %o ecull fromw his eplatles information resard-
ing his setivities bhetween hie first and second imprisonment.
lfuch 1s 1left to mere speculatlon.

Concernlngz the island of CGrete during the time of this
epistle very 1ittle could be found. e offer here a trans-

lation of 2 quotation from fosterzee.l? "No doubt this

17. Kretzmann, Pastoralbriefe, p. 304.
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(Orete) 1s the same 1sland, which 1s called Caphtor (Deut.
2,23; Jer. 47,4; Amos 9,7), formerly called Telchinia, now
Critl by the Greeks, Candia by Europeans, the southernmost
Island of Europe, 1n the eastern part of the Medliterranean
Sea, lying practlically in the middle of the three known parts
of the world in ancient times, because of 1ts considerable
8ize and long narrow shape given the name Macronesus (large
Island) in antiquity. Very early already it recelved the
title 'Queen of Islands,' into which because of its mild and
healing climate, Hippocrates sent his patients, whose pro-
duets, because they far excelled all other lands in good-
ness, and whose fertility, which has since been reducedcon=-
Blderably, were famed in wide circles. Its inhabitants,
originally the Caphtorim descended from Ham (Gen. 10,14)
‘were later increased by Pelasgians, who were later displaced
by the norians, to whom in the following order came the
Achaelans, Aetolians and others. Homer mentions already one
hundred citles in his Ilias II,149 and ninety in his Odysse,
X1X, 174, of these the following became known in mythology
as well as in actual history, Gotyna, Rhytion, Phestus,
Gnossus. Lyktos, Hierapytna, Cydonia, Pergamum, and Tarrha.
Crete was a center of idol worship and its civil institutions
and laws fascinated Plato. After much innte strife, these
brave islanders were finally also subjugated by the Romans,
under Gaius Caecilius Metellus in the year 69B. C. and made
into a Roman province together with Cyrene under Augustus.
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That the Jews in their diaspora at the time of the apostles
bad settled there can bo seen not only from Acts 2,11, but
also from Josephus and Philo."

By the time of this epletle there were groups of Christ-
ians in various clties of Crete, but incompletely organized;
false teachers, mainly converted Jews who were laying atress
on Jewish laws, myths, and geneologles and whose standard of
life had not risen very far above that of their heathen
neighbors were disturbing the Christlans. The reason for
leaving Titus in Crete is that he night further put 1in order
ET"-J'-OQGJG‘{] (aorist middle subjunctive), 1lit.."to set in
order besides or further." The preposition d¢k expresses
"addition." "The things that are lacking" Aefmovtx may
8imply mean "the things that remain," or "the things that are
lacking." Titus 3,13. Among these things that were lacking
Paul mentions especially the appointment of elders.
Kd‘éow't')fogs does not mean to crdaln or elect, but slmply
to appoint one to administer an office. The incumbents of
this office are called Weeaﬁutc’eoa-)- , 6lders. These same
men are called eT(o KoTtov- , a bisheop, in verse seven.

These elders or bishops Titus 1s to appoint according to
previous arrangement, "as I prescribed to you. Atqz’:a{ 660
18 used in Acts 18,2, in regard to the command to the Jews
to leave Rome, and in Matthew 11,1, where Jesus appointed
apostles sending them out. Thls passage 1s used to teach

that the lccal ministry is a dlvine institution. Dr. Fleper
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bakes this view:'® "7as den Schriftbeweis hierfuer betrifft,
80 sehen wir nieht nur, dasz die Apostel den enstandenen
Gemeinden Aelteste oder Blschoefe ordnete, deren Amt es was,
dle Gemeinden oeffentlich und sonderlich mit Gottes Wort zu
versorgen, sondern es wird such ausdruecklich berichtet,

dasz Paulus, als diese frdnung 1n den Gemeinden auf Kreta
unterblieben war, dem dort zurueckgelassenen Titus befiehlt
in den eilnzelnen Gemelnden solche Aelteste oder Bischoefe
8lnzusetzen."” The fact is that Faul is quite anxious, not
merely from personal whim, but as an apostle of God, that
there be established a local ministry in the cltles of Crete.
In fact Paul commands Titus to see to 1t that something that
1s easential be aﬁded. Mo Christian congregation is complete
without a pastor. e cannot, however, on the strength of
thls passage alone prove everything regarding the local
ministry. It does not tell us the method by which elders

are to be appointed. That a pastor cannot be imposed upon

& congregation or statloned there by a person or persons out-
Blde of the congregation is evident froem 1 Cor. 3,20 where

We are told, "All thinzs are yours," giving the local congre--
gation at Corinth and with it all local congregations the
right and privilege to call pastors. The office of the keys,
moreover is a church power, not a clerigal one. Titus was
not to appoint elders without asking the congregation, with-

out the divine call through the congregation which would be

18, 220 c".t.' Pe 506-
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contrery to Taul's own teaching and practice on this matter. .
(Acts 14,23.) weither can we assume that these elders were
to be merely missionaries or evangelists. They were to be .
elders andg bishops, ovorseers over the local floeck already
exieting in the cities of Crete.

This passope does not say how many pastors each congre-
€8tlon may have. It does not establish the office of a man
who 18 to supervise the placing of pastors. Presidents or
visitors cannot insist that upon their recommendation alone
pastors may be called. Since Titus was not to remain 1n
Crete, thls was a temporary arrangement. Thus our verse
8lmply but definitely tells us thst the local ministry of
the word is an eesentlal part of every local congregatlon
8nd that it is the will of Jod that there be a local ministry,
86 soon as eircumstances perxit a2nd demand it. This is also
the conclusion of our Confessions. The Apology (Art. XIII)
states; 18 "Nam minlsterium Verbl habet mandatum Dei . . .
Habet enim ecclesia mandatum de constituendis ministris.”
There are times in the 1life of every pastor when he is tempted
to resign, when difficulties arising from his own short-
comings and caused by obstreperous members rob him of peace
of mind day and nlght. It is then that this "mandatum Deli®
must establish his heart to say, "In splte of my own unworth-
iness and fallures, in splte of enemies within the congrega-

tion, yes in spite of all the devils in hell I musi carry on,

and with God's help I will carry on .«

18. Triglotta p. 310.
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IV. The Minleter, his Qualifications and Work. v.6=9.

Translation;:

Verse 6. If any 1s unaccused, one wife's husband, hav-
ing believing children, not in accusation of dissoluteness
Or unruly.

Now the apostle cives a 1list of qualificationa for the
ineumbents of the office of elders or bishops. This alone
does not prove the divine 1nstitutlon of the local ministry,
that would make slavery a divine institution, since the quali-
flcatlons for slaves are also given (2,9). But it does set
fpart the ministry of the Word from all those who assist the
pastor in the congregation, deacons, day school teachers,
etc. We have here a mirror for every pastor to look into
8nd examine himself, as well as a pattern by which congrega-
tions may judme candidates for a divine call. It is law,
God's law and the application is to the individual incumbent.
~"If any be unaccused," XvéjwA7tos. (1 Tim. 3,2.10) "If
any," means that only such as fit these qualifications are
to be chosen. "Unaccused" namely of such sins, aswould give
him a bad reputation among Christians and non-Christians.
There are no human beings that can be said to have no sin,
whose conscience will not accuse them, or who are unaccused

before the tribunal of God's holy Law, What is meant here,
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18 any sin which leaves a mark, deprives a man of his honor,
o would hinder him in admonishing others, e.z. drunkenneas,
Sexual impurity, marital unfaithfuluess, dishonesty in money
matters, etc. Any Christian gullty of such sins and having
repented 1s to be ennsidered a brother, but not unleas the
olreumstances bhe very exceptinnal a candidate for the divine
office of the minlstry. 1In faet such sins if publicly known
would disgualify a2 theological student from taking a call
after zraduation.

"One wife's husband" - the emphasia 1s here upon "one."
Polyzamy was common amonz the heathen. This pasaage does
ot exelude bachelors nor second marriages after the death
of the firat wife. Cellbacy as enjoined upon the priests
and clerzy of the “oman Church 18 certzainly uatenable as a
‘qualification for the office of the ministry. On the other
hand a happy wedded 1ife resulting in Zéxva éwv has been
the bleseing of many a parsonage. "Having believing child-
ren" -- Since elder men were usually chosen it could eaeily
"happen that such would still have children who were pagans.
That woeuld then be too great a hindrance for one who was to
be a pastor to bslievers and gailn converts as an elder.
fhat, however, of pastors whose children fall away after he
has been in the ministry for years? Would such a one have
to resign? This as well as the above case in mission fields
of forelgn countries are problems which belong into the

field of casulstry and circumstances must decide. The
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emphasls must remain on the charccter of the pastor. If the
pastor 1e a bellever and shows his faith in confession and
life, 18 known to all as a sincere Christian who has made all
efforts to keep his children in falth, 1t would be pressing
the statement to exclude him from the ministry. Circumstances
8zaln may meke 1t impossible for a pastor in a certain local-
1ty to work effectively especially 1f his children are "in
8ccusetion of dlssoluteness or unruly," &V mtmfoeté
déwtt:t_s -‘;,\ &vumétuxtxe ©On the one hand we must deeply sym=
Pethize with any pastor who like the patriarche of the 0l4.
Testament has "ungeratene Kinder" due to no direct fault of
his own, on the other hand the cholce of 2 good mother for
the chilaren, ana the necesasity of spending sufficient time °
with the family 1s indeed ilmportent. Stoeckhardt remarks
here? "Seg 1ot verkehrt, wenn ein Prediger zwischen Haus

und Amt escheidet und unterscheidet und etwa darueber klagt,
dasz er ueber seiner Amtsarbeit seine hasuslichen Pflichten
oft vernachlsessigen muesse. Nein, was er im Haus an Welb
und Kindern thut, das gehoert in sein Bishofsamt hinein. Der
Apostel macht es den Aeltesten nicht als Hausvaetern, sondern
als Blaghoefen zur Pflicht, vor Allem auf ihr Haus, ihre
Kinder aufzusehe.n.“ The pastor must ever practice the match-

less advice of the Table of Duties to parents. (Sph. 6,4.)

19, 22. _ﬂ_l_!l.c. De 40.




