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PUFAOB 

The a\lthol' of this thesis beoai11e intereatad in or

mon theology when he met a Uormon Elder while making a 

oommunlty canvass. In a two ho\lr diaouaslon the alder 

im1>reased upon the author t he "Christian" oharaote:r of 

t he Hormon ottlt. Ee spoke of t he atonement of Jesus 

Christ, Baptis1n 1 Lord's Suppe:r and even Luthe r's lefor

mation. Is t he l:.form.on Chu.rob a Christian ChurohT To 

find the anm,er to this question the author has under

taken to i nvestigate 'Mormon theology on the basis of 

ormon t lleologioal literature. 

!J?he parpose of the t l1asis is to make oleal' tha Mormon 

oonoept of salvation. The development of ·this oonoept 

11eoe~1si tateEJ a oomplete 4isouss1on of the Mormon philos

ophy of life. The thesis will show the W1ohristian 

oharaote r of t his philosopb_y. 

The author ,•1ishes to express his gratitude to Dr. F.s . 

?:fayer for his help:f.''11 00UJ.1selling and suga a stions 1n 

nr1t1ng this the~1s. 
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Il''-l!RODUOTI OB 

The Churoh of Jesus Chr1at of the Latter-day Sainte 

had a very 1uta r est1nB beginning. Joaeph Smith foW1decl 

t he ou.lt in 1830 Tihen he published t he "Book of ormon.n 

Th true origin of t he Book of llormon haa bean traced 

to an unpublished manuscript ~rit ten by Spaulding . a Con

c.;r - ga.tional ole rgyme.o. The manuscript t1as a novel \'JhiGh 

pu.1•1>01•tad to ba t he religious history of t h • Ar,1e1'ioan In

di ans. Sp .... 1.1.l.ding gave tho manuscript to a printor to be 

1>ublished. Before t he printer was able to work on it the 

m usorlpt dis· :PPea.r ed. Sydney Rigdon. a young man \'1ho 

spent any idle hours 1n t ba pu.bllehiDB house haa b~en 

aoc 1sad of stealing tt. The theory is that Bi ~don became 

i nt e rest ed in re11gion ,·1han 11.e read the .novel. As a ra

s11l t he J olned t he Baptist Chu.rob and aoo.n obtained a li

cense to p reach. Up oh hie dismissal from the Baptista 

bee U"e of hie heratioa l p raaohing he Joined tha Oampbel-

11tes. In the interest of the Oampbel11tes Rigdon t rav

eled oonsiderab1e distanoea to praaoh. In t hla way he 

met Joseph. Smith. Joseph attraoted Bigdon•s attention 

beoause of his distinotive personality. Their casual ao

quaintanoe developed into intimate friendship. From the 

oollaboration of these t wo men oame the now system of sal

vation. 

Joseph Smith had gained looal publlolty tuough h1a 



great imaginative powara. For a t i me he ola1mad ho 

oould locate trao.suras by mean3 of a peep-atone. At 

2 

tile abre of thirteen llo said he had reoeived visions from 

God,, !l!lle foundation of the MormQn oult rests upon these 

vis ions. They were about some golden plates upon \"lhioh 

were written revelations from God,"inaoribod in E~t1an 

Itieroglyph1os by the Prophet lormon." The Uo:rmon aooepts 

Smith's olaim of find~ng these golden plates under God's 

direction. Witll the golden plates Joseph found the "Urim 

and Thw runi m, 11 cyyotal lilte balls, 111 wbiah to gazia to find 

the translation of the goldan plates. Th result Tiaa the 

" Boolt of Mormon. n In reality the Book of r:ormon is nothing 

1>11t pls:~iarism t1itl1 a fer; of Rigdon•s and Smith's ideas in

cluded in i:t. It is mad.o up 0£ Spauldin# s novel, tl1e Dible, 

crulbellits theology and controversial subJeots of that d~.1 

fhe soheme of the oult is based on the assumption that 

God 1 1 tl>.clre•. Hi e Holy l'r1esthood from the earth during 

t imes of apostasy. The.Church was take.n from the earth 

&£tar the apoatLes. God again restoad t l>.e Ghllroh to the 

earth by ordaining Joseph Smith to the Priesthood 1n a 

supernatura l -.:ay. Thus Joaaph Stclith is oonaidered by the 

1.tormona W1 iuspirod p1~ophet through \'Jhom Goel brought baok 

the chu1•oh to th .... earth. 

1. Oeorge B. ArbaU&h, Revelation!!! Iormoniam. 
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The m1ooeas of the llormon founder ln gaining oonverta 

i s remarkable. During the first year. 18ZO, Smith's 

disoip les increased from six members to 0110 thousand. 2 

In 187b about 75,000 Momona were living in Utah. The 
ce1111u 

l936Areported 678 1 217 !ormons in the United states. llor-

mon a ggres iveness may be seen from their translations of 

t he Book of Mormon. A quarter of a oentury Qft~r the cult· 

:hs.d 1tn beginnint; it t as translated in nearly every Buro

pear. 1&n61:1aga. 3 

f'uch peraocution ma1•'Jce the early stag1:ts of tl1e Yormons. 

The p'3l' eoution.s b rou ... ht them ,1e3tnard ,·,11.sre they sought 

a haven of' rei'u.ga. Kirtland• Ohio, near t he s hore of 

La.l::.e l~l'ie, 10..e tlle mo ne of t heir fir9t t emple. From bare 

t hoy ,·,ent to \"Joste rn . .ti s souri. !i!hey tried in vain to c!S

t ablish Zion in llissouri, but had t~ floe• ,, hereupon they 

a.ttempted. to buil.d the tample at Nauvoo, Ill1no2.a. It 

nas 11early oomp le'f,ed when aaain perseou.tion toroed them 

to leave. l{ere an a rmy of 5 9 000 men wao gat bared ancl 

tra ined to fight tha "Gant1lea. n /,t Nauvoo Joseph Smith 

waa killed, and hia suooeasor, Brighar,1 Young, took his 

plaae. At this. time a small faot1on broke away from 

Brigham Young 's group and fo1lowed Sidndy Ri guon fo1'Dling 

"The Ohuroh of Ollrist. 114 0th.er bodies existing today 

2. Farley P. Pratt , lte:y _12 ,1h! Soienoe ,!!! Tll olo,v. P• EB. 
3. I'Llid. P• 82. 
4 . George n • .Arba.ush, .2!.:. oi t. 
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,; hioll h:ave bro .. on o.,vay :r:rom the maiJl gr011,P a.re "~e 

Ohurc.h of Jesno Christ• (B1okorton1tos) ,"!!he Ohnrch o:f 

Juaus Ol1riat" (Strangitaa), and "The Reol'gainizod Ohuroh 

of Jesus Ohriet of Latter Day Saints. 116 Th ma.1or1 ty 

\"Jho follo1,1Jod Brighwn Young ,.ent to Couno1l Blu:tfa , . Iowa, 

r maining t hore :tor only _a short time. In 184'1 tbey rni

ero.ted to Utah, aettli11a at Salt Lake City . Si.nae that 

time the llo:rmons have continued to enlarge thair ld.DGdom. 

5. United States nureau o:f the Oencus, 1936. 
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CWLPT.3R Olm 

A S,Jstem of ork Bi hteouaneaa 

Our Lord s gya 1n · the tnenty-fourth chapter of st. 

?ta.tthew , "For many shall aome in m.v name, saying, I am 

Christ; and shall cleoeive many." i. Mormon O\llt hl• 

f1la this propheoy. 
I I 

It olaima to be · l-11. sole posaeaelon 

of the true Gospel of Ohrla"t. The name whioh the "" or

mons have av»lled to themselves, "The Chu.rob Of Jeaus 

Christ of the Latter-Day Salnta,n la a uau.l'pation of 

Chriot's name. ~he stuccy- of llormon theology ahona that 

1 t has nothing of true Ohr1st1an1 ty in 1 t. mum Ohriat 

spok the prophetic worcls quoted above He referred to 

suoh groups as olBim Rls ame, but by their teaching 

deny it. 

There osn be only two possible aytems of obtaining 

salvation. The first 1a by works. In this system man 

earns salvation by performing deeds which God reoog

nizos aa ~ort}W of reaarcl and aocepta them as auffioient 

payment for all sins the partioula1' 1nc11v14ual ha.a oom

mttted. Tha other system of salvation ia that of 
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reaot vinr; 1 t an a 11ura 1ft f !!Ot1 Goa without any 

T ,1 

• T-ha la.ttar 13 t ho Ch:r1ot1a.n oyoto:i.6 

or : of 

'o o 1l· 8011 , nJ'to, m.~tt.:,reu :.mu •' to f.or 

'iar1 t uro ole:u~l., poS.nt, t : 1g out 1n . 
l n tr · 

I -, : • • • • • e afla o~ J .- a 'hriat hlo 

u.o .... o ot .. l:ld ol! .. mot oa.utr1s , t o to his n ... lvc.t1on 

1n . l p ..., 1 

t hro ~\il l!~ith; ana that not o:r you.roalvan: it 18 t e 

r,i"'t f God : l'lOt o:£ orka. let1t Ul\Y an sbou.lu. boa.at." 

r'-f or~ aooo1•tlit to God ' a ~··ord rriQ!l lo sa,rild by Graoa 

c.lon nithout marl t ori a.l t orka no n oontrlbuting :raotor 

in rna.o. 

~To .10 uootrine olaa.ri:, violatoe ~'!'iptara's 

n· L'lo:i.p lo of "S lo. ,··at1a.11 s " J.Vnt1oa b~:t iraoB al.one. 

· oforo ant~~111 , ,1.nto tho phil::osophy of tl lr rall§lon 

,oz .. on smiroos sl10ll b quota to 1Uue

t ~o.ta t heir otro· ~~ be ll.of 1n i'lorlr. r1ehtootiones o.s the 

.vat £1 0£ obta1a1n S!llV t t Oih " ut a ... orao 1 person 1s 

11lty of • 10 .1. ai .a . o llo 1 t oor1pl; • ,·1t tl.\.1 oon-

t1 t ,la llin to t l:.e benof i ta o-£ Ohrlt1t 'a 
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tude of aina oomm1tted, repentanoa is not always followed 

by forgiveness and restorat1on.•8 Aooording to t hese 

statements man is de1>end0llt 11pon himself :to:r the forgive

ness of sin. Other statements may bo quoted in which 

this pl'ino1ple in still more evident. "That 1s, repont 

no\·11 and believe ill Jestis Christ, that you may be for

giv en ,:,hen he 1•1hom you have slain eh.all oorr..a ar!:lin in 

t he days of t he restitution of all thlDBs; and presoriba 

to you the aerms o~ which you mau be saved • .,g .And in 

thei r eo-oalled divinely written Soripttire the following 

stutement ooours. "l!'or tlley shall be Judged aooording 

to their \'lorks, and every· man shall reoe tve ao~ord~ng 

to 111s o,~ gorks, hie 01.1n dominion, in the r.iua1ona 

which are prepa red. 1110 It is true that Christ la fre

quently mentioned in oonneotlob with their system of sal

vation. However, their teachings make it plain that lt 

is not Christ's t"1ork v,hioh counts, btit man's work. n\'le 

believe that, through tl1a Atonement of Christ, all mu. 
lcind may be sa.vod by obedience to the la:1.?s and ordinances 

of' tlle Goo,pel. 1111 _ >.ooord1ng to Mormon theology Ohrist 

is tha Saviour of JilGll ill that lie made vs.lid the prasor 1.P

t1on nl1ich 1:a gave to man which lle rills't, :Collot1 in 01•der to 

be saved. The £ollo ~1ng statement 1a illustrative. 

a. Franklln D. Richards and Jam.Ga A. Little. A Oom-
hendiwn J!! ,!!!! Dootrines ~ !!!! Gospel• l>• -sg;-

9. 1a. 
10.Jamea u. !J!almage, ~ Vitality ,9! Mormonism, l>• 323. 
11. Ibid. P• 62. R1AL ... . " .. "- 1.1 .PRITZLAl"F MEMO L 0 1.<.ru, 

..........._ CONCORDIA SEMINARY 
ST, LOUIS. MO, 
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"He, the fi'l'st-born amon5 all the spirit ohlldren of 

God, uaa to oome to earth, o1othed nith the attributes 
• 

of both Godhood and ms . .nhood, to teaoh men tba saving 

principles or the eterna l Gospel and so establish on 

ea rth t he terms an oond1 t1ons o:f salvatJ.on. ul2 !J?he,re 

is no Gospel in "term!I and oond1tions .of sa.lva.tion." 

Tllase wo1•ds el1ou a pure pagan solleme of \10rk-righteoua-

ne33. And to 'bring 011t still more :Coroef11lly tllia hea

t hen att 1t11da toTia~d salvui 1on t ha folloo1D6 is cited: 

"So f a r as I art\ » .ars onally rasponsible :£'or sin, I, and 

I alone am aoooW1tabla. This is ~ust. 1113 !l?hase state

ments are not va~e. iormoniam has a elear-c11t con

oept1on of the dootrine of t,ork-rightaowmess, both as 

to its implications in this life, and to the life to 

oome. "After man is raised from the dead, he u1ll ba 

J11d5ed aooord1ng to his works, and will :receive the re

,.,ard and be consigned to the sphere e:xo.otly oorrecpond-

1ng to his f01•111a~ deeds, and tlle »reparations or qu.o.11-

fiaa.tions ,1h~ah lle »oasesses. 1114 Oan there be found ln 

snob statements the :faintest spark of Ohr1at1an1ty? 

Hence from their own ,,rttings wo see tlle paG(ln ays'tem 

by 1,h iah they w1sh to gain salvation. 

12. Ibid. P• 4.9. 
13. ftiid. P• 62. 
14. Parley .P. Pratt, .!l!,• ..2!!•, P• 126. 
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An 11.nderstanding of the lformon oonaept of sal

vation oannot be gained by airiiple raforanoou to their 

pagm1 pb:i.looop}iy of \'Jork-r!g 1iao11eiu1as. !l!hei r whole 

oonoept of rl13ll io an integral part of it. fllarefore 

t!le Uo1•mon philosopl"JY oJ.' man must no , be oonaicl.ereil.. 
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\'/hat Ia JlanT 

!!Hl!i P lmEXISTENT SOUL. tten have ,t all tlmea 

,vrestled. with the problem of man•a beginning. Philoa

ophy haa never a4vanoe4 a aatiafaotory explanation for 

the first life upon earth. Bel1g1ona have uaualq at

tributed man's existenae to God's oraatlon. The Ganeaia 

recol'd likewise states: "So God oreated man in his own 

image, 1n the image of God oreated he him; ma.la and female 

created he them." .~1th Christian faith man does not find 

lt dlffloult to aooept thla Noorcl.. Yet it does not ez

plaill to human reason the marq qa.estiona oonoerning man I a 

origin. But 1n the nl.Deteenth oentur7 the Mormons olaim 

that God gave a more satls:taotor7. revelation in answer 

to this great question, "What ia maaT" It la interesting 

to note how the7 trace hla hi.story beyond tbs Oeneala 

rctoord into eterni t7. 
!Sia ctxaot time of oreation of man's entlt7 1a not 

spoken of. uan ls referred to as an "eternal" being Ju.at 

aa Go4 ls eternal. l!o:rmon theolog apeaka of him ao 
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ex1at1DG 1n sevol'al ditteHnt estates. ID hia first 

estate man la a apll'it. \7hen a oh114 la bom it simply 

means that. another Bl)1l'1t has taken. on flesh and bones. 

The. Jlormon philosophy oontends that all things• uh.ether 

s»i.n _tual or temporal, are material. Henoe the sp1:r1 ta 

are not something intangible, but they aonaist of matter. 

They have bodies s1n11lal' to the mo:rtal bodies 1D the . . 
fleah. The spirits are defined as "aggregates ot re

fined material atoms an4 have more power who plaoed 1n 

bodies begotten for them.n15 The ap1r1ta have 1Dtell1-

genoe. The 1ntell1gence ot the spirit ls important to 

tho ultimate salvation~ the atel'nal man. The aplrit•s 

1nte111,.-anoa ia a1milar to man•a. It :reoognlzea soo4 
and evil and ohooses betv,een them. Thl!'D\lBh a;pertanae 

it 1Doreasea its 1ntell1genoe. The HOl'DlODB have made 

no speou.lat1on or revelation conoernlng the ap11'1ts 1 

origin other than that they wel'e begotten by the Hea

venly Father. It seems that the~ do not, have a oleal' . 

notion on the origin of tho spirit. They sa..v of men, 

"num is of etel'nal nature and of divinb llneaga.nl6 ID 

contrast the follo\"11.ng statement la made: 11 Sp1r1ta are 

begotten by gods and goddesses, nho have tunot1onal 

16. Qeorga n. Arbaugh, 5 • .!!&!• • P• 100. 
16. James E. Talmage, ,!?a•· .!!ll• • P• 242. 

, 
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bodies like ours. 11 17 If they aro begqtten by goda and 

goddesses they oould not be eternal aooording to logloa l 

tlunld.ns. Perhaps .no batter desor1pt1on oould be gl van 

t he spirits than the worde of a member of the 1.Iormon 

cult.; 

This 1nd1v1dU:al , spiritual body, \"las ba-
got ten by the Beavenl7 li'atlm r 1 1n Bia own llke
naas and imaae and by the lawa of preoreation. 
It \'1as born an4 matured in tile heavenly mana1011a. 
truined in the sohool of love in the family oir
ole and amid the most tender embraoes of parental 
and fra t e rnal affootlo~. In · this primeval pro
bation, in its heavenly home, it lived and moved 
as a frea ancl rational 1ntel.&.1g&nee, aoting upon 
its O\Vn .naenoy, and, like all inte1Lifi8noe, in
dependent in its own sphere. It was pl.aced uncla' 
certain laws and uas responsible to its great 
Patr1arohal Head• Tllia llas been called a Afll!'at 
eato.te1tt1B 

Par ticula r attantlon should be given to th~ quotation 

above nhich refers to the intelligenoa of the spirit. file 

,1 ole s cheme of salvo.t1on of man evolves from and l'evolves 

about intellia&nce. Horman v11•i tars mal~e it a point to 

speak of individual diffeNncea of' men, whereupon refe1'8Daa 

is made to a fUDdamanta l principle of demoo:raoy aa 1a 

\7r1tten in the Daola:ration of Indapendanae, "-All men ara 

o:reated free and equal." A }!o:rmon wx-itaa: "But 1:t 1a mans.

feat folly to oarry this oonoapt1on of the legal equallt7 

of cl tiizonahip to the extreme of assuming that all men 

are alike in aapao1t7 1 abil~ty or ~cme:r.1119 !rhe apil'lt 

• 
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aclvancas 'before it 'enters mortal flesh aa it makes use 

of its intelligence. The more the spir it grows 1111n

t ~lligonae the gr ea.te r becomes its p oner, and t he grae.t r 

i n por er it beoomes the hi gha~ in ability u1ll be the 
. 

body into which the 9J."irit en.tars. Just hon the ap1r1ts 

ooi e to have different or varied intellig&noe is not 
e t ated , but ~ocord1na t o a l l indications it 1s by their 

own U.BEJ o:r tha intelligenoe whioh they were given when 

o ~aated. J., Mormon author \iri tea: "So far as we oan peer 

i n to t lle past by t he aid of revealed light we see that 

t here ~as alwaya gr adation of 1ntell1genoa, and oonae

quently o~ ability, scion~ the spirits, precisely a~ w.oh 

di f feranoas exist amongst us mort".11&•"20 The spirits, 

ha.ving tho ohoice of good or evil, gain more 1Dtell1gen.ae-
. 

as t hey choose the good. With mo~• intelltgenoe the 

spirit lms more power beoause it has more control of mat

t er. If the spirits ohoose the evil they may become lass 

i n talligent and henoe leas powerful for power 1s ga ined 

by intelligenoa. fhis might be oel.la<'l the k&)" note of 

their plan ~ salvation, beoauaa th'1l ~ ultimate goal 1a 

power and glory. The sou.roe of varied talents in mank1a4 

1s thera:f:01'8 tro.oed to man's preexistent soul. In reality 

t he prooess of h1o salvation is begun before entry into 

th"" norld by r,1orta.l flesh sinoe salvation la aaqu1re4 . 

20. James E. !ralmage, O'D• • .!!!• ·, . P• 240 
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through advanoament of tho "eternal be1ng.n !I?hia takea 

us to the plan of' salvation as oontinued in man•a ae

oond oatate. 

T.Iru ORCAT! Olr Oli' ~'Ul. Tl1e i o:m10n :::atory of' the world 

oreation r eminds us of ·,he fu.scina:t1ng fniry tale a chil-. . 
ran love t o hear. JosGph Sr.ii ·t h , tho inspired p:ro,Pho1;, 

,ives us an 1ntere::1tin~ aoootuit of tm orea:tion of the 

\'JOl'ld. !l'll G l.e, ... d of the gods lla.d o. oouna1l ma e t1ng ,1th 

·U1e l e s se i• gods. The wprema head is tlle tiOd e.ddreased 

a.s God t he li'a:tl.el', ancl t he Father o:t Jeoua Ohr1at. Ho 

hao more i ,tollige ~ce t llan a.ll tl e other b~da. The Fa.

ther oouoeived llf1 ide .... , llioh would permit all the !3J,lir1ta 

t o acquire the p0\1er of 14aaterillg nat~e • . The ,Plar1 wo.a 

to t a lte of tl1e sel:C-existe11t mate:t1ala, assemble them, 

Qlld ma.lee an earth of them. !fhe materials ,ero not oreate4 

for ail ma.tt,n.' is eterno.l, bu.t s11apl.y arranged into form.a 

This earth nas tllen to bo the abode · af "embodied" apiri ~a, 

the second estate of eternal man. ~he first two bodies, 

J.de.m and Eve, ,. ere thus oreatod anu. 1>laoad up on the earth. •. 

ilia oroation of man had its purpose :tor tho salvation 

of t he ~p11'1ts. When an !nvnortal breaks a law of the 1m

mortals lie boeomea mortAl• In other v1ords, mortal. man waa 

made to emboiq the spirit whioh dicl not follon the ezaot 

21. Geo:rgo B. Arbaugh. S,• .!!1• , l>• 108. 
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l:l.ns of naturo.22 It wollld lo~oally follov that mor

t a l man ts a deg?.ad'.ltion of tile spirit. bu~ thia is not 

so. Tho ambodiod ep1r1 t is in a h1ghar poa1t1on than 

the unombodiecl. Far this ranson tha 3J,>1r1 ta elle;1ble 

to enter into the mortal atnta of man is not oon:t1ned 

to those tllat broke a Law. In ordel!' to hava greater 

Joy and Greater develODMGt alrl spirits mu.st enter .i.llto 
23 r~ortal f leah. Hu.man e:1.stanoe is aimp)J another stage 

of the oternal being. 
Jhe11 this eternsl J,eing enters this ,1orld to bocome 

can lie 1s u.nconsotous, m1ak<mi.ng 1D the wo,rld \'11th no 

!a10\7ledgo ot the past. 24 ~he eternal being is placed 

uuon the earth 1n. the form of man to provide ;or hia 

further development 1n 1ntell1aenoe. However. God plaoed 

man on tho earth a por:teot oreatu?'e tJ1thout sin. In hla 

perfeotneos man oould not enJoy tha good.Dess of the Fa

ther because he did not ltnow what it was to be illfllated 

t?i th evil,. !l!herofore to prooeod in ti1e unending oliain 

of _progress man had "to fall into sill·• 

Tius FALL OF MAM. Up to this poillt ti& have cona1clered 

t he praexlstonce of' man and tl1e purpose of man's oreatlon. 

TJ1a next step 111 the :Uormon order of salvation is the :tall 

of man. l{ormon theoloay aa19 the :fall of Adam is not a 
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aoornfu.l error in the hiato:ry of man but rather lt ia 

essentia l to t lla wo.y ~ oalva:tion. !i!o t he Ohr1at1an 

thQ f all of man meant a fataL mistake. As n result of 

it man was oat1•~c1. from God• \"Jbioh meant ete!'nal oo.n

demnatio11 for him• "l'or the \'1ages of sin 1s death•" 

Rom211s 6 1 12. Bu.t the nen an4 atrDDgs revelations 1h1oh 

has oome to the !iormon seers arqa d1reotly the opposite. 

In Uormoniam the fall 1s a great blessing ao their 0 1n

s p i:r a c1.n r evelati011 inclioatas: 

•••••••• Blessed be t he uama of God ~ for 
baoause of my tra.usgres31on r.ry- oyea are opened. 
and i n t llis 11.f'e I sllllll. llave Joy• al'ld a ge1n 
in t he fl.ash I shall see God. i•1ere 1 t not for 
ot1r t rw1sgr es s10.n we nevar sllot1ld have !w.4 seed, 
o.nd 11aver s hould have ?tn0\'111 .sood and evll and 

· the 3'oy of otu• redemption. and tlle et rnal l1f~ 
\•;hiol1 God giveth unto all the obediont. ·•B! . 

Goel gave Adam t wo oo~dme.nts. one commandment 

waa t o refrain frm eating . the forbidden tru1t. the other, 
to 'lio f :r.uitful and mu.l:tiply. In Aclal!l's state .of hol1neaa 

life ,; ould Jm.ve remained cixaotly tha swno. He oould .not 

have f ollowed the oommand to be :tru.it:Cul and multiplJ'. for 

Ev f! had. been throv,n out of. the Garden of Edan beoeuse of 

her ain. Ina's ain separated her from Adam. !l'harefora 

· in order to be :fruitful and llllll.tipl.J' Adam had to s1l'l 

to· beoome unholy that ha might be reunited with Bve. Be

ine reunited with Eve Adam was now ·abie to lm.va children. 

Ee t herefo~e hfld to brealc the aommondment to remain hol.J' 

. 
26. Joseph Smith. !!!!, Pea.rl _2' Great Erioe, loses o. 

10. 11. 
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1.D order to f11ltil the oommand to mnltipq. 26 Thia 

appears to be a stre.n5e 1noons1stenoy. but t his is the 

taaohing of the ncn·, l'OVGl atioa. The Book o~ Jlo1'mon de

scribes the ai t11a't;ion thus: " 

And l'JO\'J 1 behold, if Adam had not t:rans
greased1 . he \10\lld not hava f allen; ••• .t\nd a.ll 
thina s whioh ,·Jere oraatec1. mu.st have remained 
in the same o·tata •••• •. luia. they would h :i.ve had 
no oh ildren •••••• having no 30:,. for thoy lcnew 
no misery; doing no go od. for t h ey YJ18\7 no sin 
••••••• AdW11 fall that mah might be; an.cl men are, 
that tbay might have Joy.a, . 

It is i mpora"tivu to theil! s ystem of · salvation that ,.. _,. ...... 

ms.n sholll.d be :trui tfu.l. Fru.1 tfu.lnes s is a means "Lo the 

llltimata &;oal ,•,h ich they ha~u i n mind. 'i i t h ou.t l)~oor atim 

of ohildren tl1& oountleas spirits yet in thG spirit world 

wottlcl. have no T'Ja:J/ in nhioh to progra_ss. From the Jio:rmon 
. . 

doatr111e on the f a ll of man 1 t is evident t hat this ~roup 

\'lh ioh onl.ls itself " The Church of Jeslla Ohrist of the Lat

t e r D,q Saints" lms oompletely turned the Christian doo

·t rines top sy turvyl .t\not he r link has now been oompleted 

1n the steps to ard salvation. l3u.t to understand the na

cess1 t :, of tho fall we mu.at oons itl er ,·,hy i t is so i mportazt 

for each individual to have ott-ap~lng. 

\raY l?ROO REATIOM? !!he fina l aim of t _he llo:rmon la to 

atta in wiondillg power and glory, Just as the Greatest 

god has atta ined at t he present time. S1noe man is an 

26.. .ramea B. ~almage • !l!he utiolea o:t Fa1 th, P• 4'15 
2'1. Joseph Smith . !!!!, '!ook !! l"'ormo'ii'; I I fie1>h1 2 1 22-25. 
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off-spring of dGity he la of divine 11Daaga, and oon

aequantly, the Uormon o ansldel'a himself a potential god. 

Joseph &!11th glvea proof for such a statement nh011 ha 

says: "God Hi 11U1el:t nas once aa v,a are now, and is an 

exalted man, and oi1is cmthl'oned 1n yondel' heavena.n28 

The very God t1hom they oall Fath&!' developed to His high 

est~te by the same process \'lhich man now ezpal'iencaa ln 

his advancemcmt. Oonoerning man•a advancement t o Go~ 

hood t ho Doctrine and Covenants 801'&: 

Then shall they be Goda, because thq 
have no end; therefo:re · shall they be frcxn ever
l asting to evel'laating, because they oontinua; 
t hen shall they be above all, because all th1nga 
are subJect unto them. then shall they be Goda, 
because they have all power. and the angels are 
subJeot unto them. Verily. verJly I say unto 
you, except ye abide in my law, ye cannot attain 
to this gloey.2'51 

Here is set forth the prlnoiple that if the laws 

are kept which hnve been preoaribed man will become a 

god. Unless man produces off-spring his potentiAl.!:ty as 

a god uill not be realized. Oonaequentl.y the next step 

closer to salvation is preoreation. 

It nas stated° above that man•a ultimate goal la to 

attain unending po,.,er ud glory, Just as tho greatest god 

has attained. To be eligible for suoh a high estate one 

must be the parent of off-spring for parenthoo4 1a the 

. . 
28. Jamaa B. !almage. !he Vitality o:t Uol'monlam, P• 2'12. 
29. Ibid. Pf 24'1 - - -
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to the be~nniDg of th1s glo:ry and pOT1ar. A man 1a 'bha 

head o:f' his family• The larger the family whial1 he baa 

tho greater is his pom,r. It nq.turall.y follows that to 

reooive benefit in heaven from the power whloh a man gains 

:f'rom t his rela tion on earth, this family relation -must 

aontinue 1n heaven. For that reason the better start a 

man has in produoing bodies fol!' the spirits ,·1hile on earth 

the g reater po\'ler he \'Jill have a:rter thia life. Bven here 

on earth man oan. be called a little god. 

Added to the purpose of enhanaing his onn glory tha 

Mormon thinJ,s of all tha spi•ri ts ye-t to be embodied. in 

n1orto.l flesh, The more mortal bodies he ou provide for 

the Bpirits the hi(:;har he nill ~tand 1n relation to the 
. -

other g ods beoau.se ,of llia g ood work. 

Closely allied with tho doatrine of proareation la 

the Mormon praatiae of pol.ypm.v. Even though the Uormona 

have. submitted to tl1e present .Lana of our country they 

oannot t1'11th:f'ully olaim to have given up their dootrina .. 
of polygamy. If this were true they have given up a flmda

mental stepping atone to their salvation. "All good Uor

mona who by polygamy oan have large 1k1Dgdoma• ,-.il.l like-. . 
niaa b-oome goda.•30 Pol.ygamy was one of the moat impor

tant doctrines of Joseph Smith. 

As an argwn.ent to Justify the plual marriage they 

use tl1a Scriptural grounds that it is not sinful to. marry 

30. George D. Arballgh 9 Jm.• .!!ll.• • P• 104 



after one \'life 110.s »a.st on to ete:ruity. they aay that 

the man nili have both wlvos 1n heaven. If auoh be ~uat1-

f1e4 1n J1aavan surely it ia not wrong to marry more than 

one nife here on ea:rth.31 As a matter of fact a man u1ll 

not have both wives in heaven for the institution of mar

riaee does not continue 1.rl heaven. J.fatthe\1 22. 30: "For 

111 the resurrection they neither me.rr.v • nor are given in 

marriage . but are as the aD6els of God 1n hsaven.n An

other argument advanced to Justify polyga.nw- ia the vir

tuous \7omen nho should have op»ortunity to marry a good 

husband. Frequently the ~ood husband she \"J&nts is alNady 

married. Sha should thei~fore be permitted to marey him 

th t sl1e might enJ oy the o om_pan1onsh1J.) of a good mate. 32 

To substantiate the fact that tha Hol'mon places gl'eat 1m

p:rtanoe upon marriage it is noted that lle refers to it 

as a saarement.33 Another says of those who do not marry 

that they become only angels and not gods. They beaome 

the servonta to the "Royal FamilY of Heaven. The P:rinoea, 

Kings and Priests of Btemity.n34 Consequently •outside 

of marriage the salvation of man would be inoompleta.n35 

Salvation could not be oomplete beoauac, man oould have 

no great power without a large family over which to rule. 

a1. Chal'laa r. Penrose. ll• 01t •• P• 51. 
32. Juvenile Inst motor Mf1oa, A, Hand-book .2t, Re:terenaa, 

P• l00. 
33. Ibid. P• 99. . 
34. Pariey P. Pratt-9 .9.R.• .!ll• , P• 161. 
35. Franklin D. Rioharcls, .9.J!.• .!ll.• P• 117. 
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Polygancy- is p:raot1sed so that as many ohilcl:ren DUQ' be 

had as possible. Their interpretation of Bphealana 

O • 22 "The hu.sl>a11d is the hea.d of the v,1fo • even a.s Oh:r1st 

ia ths lltJtLd of the Ohuroh" 1s peoulla:r to this dootrine. 

In reforenoo to the po.asage it 1a ea.id, "as Christ ia . 
e ternnl.l.y tho lloaa. o:f tbs 01.urch, so 1a the husbar.&d ete:r-

.nall y the-head o:f the \1ifo.n36 The begett111g of ohil.dren 

likenioe d~ea not end TI1th this µfe. P:rooreation la the 

ma.in r eason a mmn keeps his u ife after this life. With

out he~ he could not continue to adva.no8 1n poue:r. 

~OR~AL tu.m. OBE SfAG I N AB ETABN.AL 2ROCBSS. Aa 

stated previously• man enters thls world oompletely obli

vious of what has happened to him 1n the world of ap1:rlta. 

IIe nio.y !lave been one of the leso intelligent ap1r1ta. 

Shoul.d this be true \i 1th· an 1Ddl vldu.al. he could e:xplaln 

his own 1neff1o1eno1en. Homon theology sa.,a tha e::q,lana

tion is simple. The spirit of that person was one of the 

ap1r1 ts _,,111oh did not oo.n:rom to the perfeat lava. on the 

other hand the indlvldual who enjoys the i,eek of hulth. 

good fortune, fame, all4 the llke may be the 1'esult of one 

of the good aplrl ta. Han oomes into tl'lis world with native 

ability exaotly 1n aoool'danoe with what he haa deserved 

aaoordlng to the_aplrit whlah inhabits thia tabernaole. 

"The spirits of all men in their pr1mevs1 states were in

telligent. nut among these lntelliganoes some nere moro 

36. Ibid. P• LLB. 
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noble• the. t i s to aay, more intelligent than others. 11Z'1 

Thie aooounta for the differenoaa to be found in mnn:t3a~. 

But regardle~s of the differenoea I man la plaoad 1n 

the state of mortality for a speoifio ~urpoae. If a man's 

tab~rnaole is inhubite4 by ona of th~ lesser intelligent 

SD1l'i t s tha man has a allanoe to gl'0\7 1.D 1ntell1genoa I and 
. 

make up for what his preG.xJ.stent spirit laokecl in oompari-

son with other spirits. He not only mQ make u,p for bis 

l ack, but gain even graater po~er than others. If' a man 

a.oes not make uae of' the iD.talligcmoe he }µla he w1Ll be

oome lesa intelligent rather than beoome more so. If how

ever, ha "makes good" during this parlod he will be olOaer 

to the ultimate goal of salvation. Fllrther tosti.nt& s.we.i ts.,,..,.,. 

in the next stage of life lf man fails to make the proper 

progress. Talmage desoribea man's mortal life na to ita 

pl.a.ca 1.n the eter.nal existenoe of'· his soul when he aq-a: 

our life in the flesh is but Olla stage · 
- in the oourae of the soul's ete rnal »roG~fse~ 

a link oolJlleot1ng the eternities pa.at. W:L 't.u ,gne 
eternities yet to oome. The purpose of our 
mortal probation ls that o~ e4uaat1on training, 
trial. and test, whereby we demonstrate whether 
ue ~111 obey tha oommanclmants of the Lord our 
God and so lay hold on the boundless opportui
tias o.f advanoem'3.nt ill the etarno.1 norlcls.38 

. 
Life is as God, that is. t'11thout beginning and \"ilthout 

end. Jlarl is Just »a.rt of that huge oirole. "!o eve17 

a,. Parley P. Pratt • .!?Jl.• cit •• P• 68. 
38. James s. !l!almage • S,• ol't;. 1 P• 238. 



stBG9 of de.elopment, as to 11~e, there 1a 

beginning and ei:d; bu.t eaoh stage ls e. definite fre.ot1on 

of atel'nal prooesa, \"1h1oh 1a ,11thout iJesinning or anc1..n39 

~he life of ~a~ in bu.men existence oan be called a part 

of salvation itself. It is a step higher 1n degree than 

the first eotate bocauae the mortal body is a hlgher 

development than the sp1 l'1 t. 

Thus far we have oonsidored the (levelopment of man 

in relat ion to soJ.vation up to the point of h1a death. 

First 1 t was noted that al.l fil&n are eternal beings., haViJIB 

preexistent s011ls. !l.'hen in o~er to permit. the advanaam.ont . 

of the souls a body Yias areat d for them. Bowever, t.T10 

bodies gave tabernacles to on~ two of the preenatent · 

spirits, oonsaquentl1' Aclam and Bva v,era commanded to multi.. 

ply. Thia introduced th.a Uormon doot,rine o:t procreation 

,: 1th its implications as to man's salvation. It was noted 

that the more bodies _prooreatad by the hnrnan being the 

higher he advanoos in power booau.se he becomes tho head 

of so many more people. Henoe the 1.tormo.ns have allied 

i 'Ji th tl1e1r prooreative aohema the p_oqgamoua mar:riagea. 

Alld finally the life 01' man was oonsiderad aooordl.ng to 

its plaoe in the aaheme of aa1vatlon. "Ortal man mere]¥ 

oooupiea one short period of time, or one a~age of the 

eternal proceaa of the soul..-." Bow le't us see what the 11~• 

after death holds 1n store fo~ man. 

39. Je.mea E. Talmage 1 .2:e,• .!!!• • P• 24.2. 
... 



~he Mormon Heaven 

It llaa been eta.ted that al.l things in Mormon 'theol

oe.y are tangible. .:?.verytlling ls Sllb3eot to tlle :fealinp. 

emotions, or ~eneoa whioh man ha.a. As a l'&sult the H:o:r

mon thinks of heaven as a plaoe ver-a a1mJ.lar to th1a 

earth. He even expeots thia earth to beoome heaven 1n 

future tlmao. In the earlier days of Mormonism th1a fact 

s •iiood out more plainly. Thay seemed to be oonfidant that. 

o. a peoplr:t sent from God• they ware to beoome the l'Uling 

p ov,er of the Uni to4 states• and eventually the aorld. 

The·1r fir«Jt attemi,t to b11ild this earthly kingdom waa 1n 

It1rtlwld9 Ohio. The group havins 3ust iJeen 1!ou.nded t he 

iormons 1110t u1 tl1 au.oh 0p!>0a1 tion that they W4?re :toroed to 

mova. ·At about this time God revealed to Joseph. Smith 

tllat IndepGndenoa. W.saourl al1011.l;.4 be the oater of' the 

lformon Xingdom "hereupon the first migration to the weat 

began. For a short while the grou.p f~o11.riahed until they 

again were foroad to fLea • . At Bauvoo. Illinois 'the7 or~ 

ized an a~ to realat by ~oroe. ihey also worked au.ta 
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plan \lhereby Joseph rtn1 th ahou.la. be eleotea. pres1dallt 

of the United States. end Sidney Rigdon. 111s oloae 

asaooiate, as vioe president. ~ay made further pro-. . 

vision. shou.ld this fail. by oontraoting a oona1clerable . . 
area of land in Texas VJhere they would begin their earth

l y lti.nf,«Lom. nut before any of this mn.teriallzocl Joseph 

Smith was assasinated. Beoause persec~t1on oontinu.ed 

at Ifauvoo. Brigham Young. the prophet follow1na: in antth•a 

foot steps, led the group to Utah. To the present time 

they are V!orking fanatioally to build their ld.usdom on 

earth. The earthl~ kinS(l.om is a part of salvation itself 

f'or it !.s an early stage o:f tl1e l18s.venly ·k1Jlgdom. 

!L'he oult bolds to the ravalat ion that Independenoo 1 

:'i1ssour1 muot some day be the center of t.torr40n po\-;er. 

S1noe tlm.t time hne not yet come th~ Mormons s eem to liave 

lost hope that they will be e-stahllaJ1ed at Independenoe 

prior to the great Millennium'! Whan that period oomea 

the land of North and South .Amerioa nill be ruled from 

Independence• tlle lie\1 Zion. ~he members of the :t ormon 

cult are proud tod.Q' of what they oa~l a fI:r&at patriotiam. 

They olaim that their young men are very amd.ous to aid 
if 

in the protootlon of the Amerioas because by~they protect 

the "promised lancl •. 11 Borth and South Amarioa la the npro

mlaed land" \'lhioh God promised to the Jewish tribes. \'than 

the tU.llennial period oomes Ohrist n~ll also oome to the 

earth to :rule. and all tha righteous. who are the llormona 
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that have obayecl the la-r1s and orcU.nano1.1s ~ tl1e "Gosi,ai.• 

will rise from their graves to reign n1th Ohr1st. !rho 

riahtoous peo:ple living at that ttmo Oll the earth v11ll 

r eoei ve an immo.rta.l ·body. 40 The l.Iillenn1al par1od. ,1111 

be unutllor st~a i n tha ::1alva;l;io11 of man' :a etarnal. aoul. 

D\.1.rina ~ t the earth v,ill bo a beat1t 1ful pl.s.ca on \7hi<Jh 

to 11 va , ror prospori ty and peaos •iiJ,l be atlpreme W1dar 

t 1e efi;ic1ent thoocro.cy. 

In or der. to widarstand f~lly the Mormon concopt of 

sal vation it is necessary to oonaider their view on man's 

ete~nal axis t enoe. It may be said in general t hat the 

r·or.01011 !'let theory 1s etermil man's s ueoess1va s t ages iD 

lifa, eaoh stQGo being a higher form of glory. The ~1rst 

1"" callod man• a " firs t estate." represe.util1s hie praexistct 

soul as ~ apiri t \Vi thot1t a. mortal boccy. His saoond as·La.ta 

is the 8l:iate.ulle !11 111\)rtal flesh UiPOll this ea.1'th. At death 

man passos into the third estate ~hiah is oallad the "world 

of spirita. 11 41 !l?he third eatate is the up:robationa17 

a,:phare." After the third estate is the bodily rasurreotion 

\'llliol1 is ca lled the fou:rtll estate. The 1,~llenn1al period 

~ be said to exist in tl1a fourth estate. although some 

who live during the W.lle.nn1al. period will not have lived 

ill tbe third estate, bt1t will take on immortality without 
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entcrinb into the third estate. For olar1f1oat1on of 

tha stageo of man• c e:riate11oe a ref e renoe may be me.de 

to other 1· orrnon oatoeorieo. !i!he unembodiad op1r1 t is 

tlle first esta te; the embodied spirit is the eeoond 

estate; the disembodied spirit is the third entate; 

t he ~esu1•reoted body ls the fou.rtll astate. 42 The :tlrat 

stage of salvation after man's life on earth is the third. 

~t a.te. _In the pl'ussnt diocusslon of the :r.to:rm.on maven 

t e third e s t ate is now to be considered • 

• '\s tlte te1·m " disemboct:ied" op1r1t indicates, eterno.l 

.an i s again 1th.out a, body immadlataly sucoeadins his 

life on aa.i·th. I.n "iormo.n tlleolo~ the rir;t.teous pe ople 

•.o to t hat part of t he sp i rit \V.Ol'ld ,,hieh the Scripture 

Ci:Llls ''l ·•ad1ee1143 ~hey so,y the tam "Par::i.dioe" is used 

i n oontl.'ast to t he "p~ison" ten&nted by the disobedient 

0.r,irits. nef .re.uoe is made to I Peter 3, 19. 20. "By 

which also ha \"Jent. a nd preaahecl W1to tho spirits in pri

son; whiol1 sometime ,·1e:re disobedient• nhen once tlw long

s uffering o:r Ood wa.i ted in tlle days of JJoah. v,hile the 

ark v1as a preparing, t:heri.n few, that is eit;ht souls 1era 

savod by water. n44 Tlley do not dinting,.iish betr.een the 

"Paradise" and the "prison" as :ra1• ao the looation ia 

42. Ibid. 
43. James ~- Talmage. J?.11• .!!!i•, 261. 
44. Ibid. 
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oonael'nfcl, aa the following quotation indlaatea. 

~a people SrJept 01:f b;y the flood. of 
Noah , were imprisoned in the v101'ld of ap11'1 ta, 
in a kind of hell; without .1usti:tioation, with
out t he tne knowledge of God, or a hope of 
raa11rraotion, during thoae long a ges \"lh ioli 1D. ~:~:;=t5bet~een the flood and the death of 

The quotation refera to a "lc1D4 of hall0 exlat1Dg 

1n the world of apiri ta. ~heN:tore in the world. o:t 

spirits are both the "k1Dd of hall" 01' "prison" an4 

"Pa re.dise. 0 The unri8htaoua ahall go to that "prison" 

where they reaeive .1ust :punlahment for their slna, while 

the ris hteoua go to the "Pe.rad1ae.n46 ~he ma~o1'1t7 or 

people, tlle Oathollo, Protestant, Jew, J.tohammadan, athe

ist, eto. !Bh..,= ente1' the sp1r1t world to :reaeiva more 

opportunity for sal.vatlon. : It la obtained in ~xaat~ 

t he aame manner a.a p:resorlbed on earth, namely, by, obe

d1enoe to tl1e laws and ordlnanaea of the"Oospel." For 

t his reason the ?Kormons oarry on preaohing 1D the world 

of splt1ta. He1'e tha command to p1'eaoh the Goepel to 

ever;y oreo.tu:re 1a flnal.17 1'eal1zed. "In the vozild of 

spiri ta the re are Apostle a• Pro»heta • Bldel'a, .and member a 

of the Chu.rah of the SaiDta • holding ke79 of Priesthood, 

and power to teaoh, oom:l!ort, 1Datl'll0t, and proalaim the 

Gospel to their fellow-ap1r1ts, rdtezi the patten of 

Jesus Chr1at.n4V 

45. Parley p. Pratt, !!!l !!•, 51.• alt., P• 136. 
46. James E. Talmage, .!m.• .!J:l.• • p.-mfa. 
47. Ibid. P• 134. 
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But the 1norease 1n kaowleclge of Christ 4oea not 

neoesaariq mean there will be an 1Darease of hail)plneaa. 

"•••••At death the apirita o~ all man paaa to an 1nter

medlate state, in nhioh they aasooiate \11th their k.1Jld, 

the good with the g oo4, the wlokacl. with the wloke41 and 

so shall endure in happ1Deea or awful aua;panae until 

the time appointed for their resurreot1on.nl8 From these 

desoriptlona of life immediately after death we under

stand it to boa probation. ~he Mormons al.so will be 

on probation, their duty during the time to be preaohing 

the "Gospel." The llormon Saints have progressed much 

farther than other men beoause they obeyed the "Gospel" 
t 

nhile on earth. The probation la therefore relat1ve 1 

varying with tlm 1n41v1411a1. 

The aplrlt world is a separate at~• 1n the proaeaa 

to the ultimate goal. fha Heaven~ Father andaOhriat do 

not live in the aplrlt world.49 !l!he ultimate goal la to 

live w1 th the Father and Ohrlat and to be like them. "Thus 

nlthln the soul are the potent1al1t1ea of godhood. Suoh 

high attainment la apeoifioall.y the exaltation of the 
. . 

soul aa d1st1ngu.1ahed. from salvation. Bot all who are 

saved in the hereafter shall be exal. te4. n'50 Hanoa the 

ap11'1t world la an earl.1' stage of the lformon' heaven, a 
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step nearer to greater happiness. It 1::s "a pace of wa1 t

i ng for t he resurreot1on or redemption of the body. 1151 

On the ot her hand to those who deserve 1 t • the world o'f 

spirits 1s a plaoe of punishment, a purgatol'y or hell, 

where spirits are buf'fetted till ~ha day o'f l'edemption. 

The world of spirits ia a part o'f salvation beoause there 

t he spirits may grow in knowledge. Tha culmination of 

the soJ011rn 1n the spirit norld. \9111 be a liodily resu:r

rec t ion, at wh1oh time the soul will take on flesh, 1n

oorrupt1ble and eternal. Man will then live eternally 

in his ppeoif1o 1'8alm of glory. 

The location of the spirit world la tha present 

norld. T~~ ~prld has its tempral and spiritual sphere. 
, . 

The tempora~ wprld is inllab1tecl b7 mortal hnmsn beings, 

while the apiri,ual side of the tempral world -is inhabited 

by ~h~ sp~rita.. The ap1r1 t~l beings are no:rms.117 1nvia-

:f:. bl~ to mortal beings. Ho\"'Javer. it is possible to disoel'n 

t he invisible world by a supernatural power. 

To dlsoern beings or thi11ga in the apirit 
world, a person 1n t.na flesh must be quioltened 
by spiritual element. tha vail mat be with
drawn, or the organs of alght, or ha:d.ng • must 
be transformed, so as to be adai,ted to tlla 
spiritual sphere. Thia state la oo.lled v1a1on •. 
tranoe ., aeo ond sight , olairvoyanoe, eto. 52 

Da.ring the ;period of probation ln the spirit wol'ld 

51. Parley P. Pratt. ~ .!!•-5• ill.•• p. 132. 
62. Ibid. 
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the Ultimate glory of the s011l la determlae4 beoause 

e aoh individual t~ill receive glory axaotly 1h aooorclanoe 

to hia northin~DB• It follows that there are MG.IQ' de

grees of glory, but the 1.lormon theologian baa oonvenient-

J.y oJ.aas if1ed them into three main divisions \1h1oh they 

t e rm t he teles tlal, terrestrial Slld celestia l glory. 

t he s ouls t hat reoeive the telestial alory, the 

lowest grade, are t hose which were cast 1D t he "ld.Dd of 

hell" as mentioned previously• They are 41at1ngu1she4 

from the people \9ho onoe believed, the "Gospel" an4 later 

reJeoted 1 t, for these have no promise of salvation. 

Those wh o reoeive the telestial glory took act ion against 

t he ''Gospel" " Ju.le 11v11Jg on the preset earth, havUJg 

neve r been converted to it. 

Those nho ·were ca st down to the depths 
for their sins, ,,11.0 r~Jeoted the · gospel of 
Jesus, who peraeouted the saints, who reveled 
1D iniquity, Ylho oonuai tted all DU:U1Der of trans
gressions exaept the unpardonable arlme, will 
a lso oome forth 1D the Lord 1·s time, thro~h 
t he blood of the Lamb and the milliatry of Bis 
disoiples and their own :repentanoa tuia. willing 
aooaptanoa of divine lan, an4 _entor into the 
various degrees of glory and powe:r and progress 
,,, , ,The7 will ••• have an eternity of usefulness 
and happiness 1n harmony~with the

5
~1gher powers. 

Thay raoeive the telestia l glora. 

Balow tMa state of glory is oondemnation ~here 

we find those who we:ra onae :r.tormona but turned against 

Uomoniam. ~hose who reoe1ve the telostial 3lory :real-.,,, ..... ' 
1ze their a:r:ror while 1D the spirit no:rld and ahon theirA 

68. Oharlea w. Penrose• .2Jl.• !!!• • P• 5'1. 
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tUld o.ooept anoe of tha "Goapal11\1hile in the spirit ,·,orld. 

The reou r reotion after the probation in the sp1r1 t world 

consists in t aking on an eternal ir.oorrupti~le body 0£ 

flesh. They will be extremel.1' happy in their sphere of 

glory beoauae there he.a been no prevloua e:x;perienae 

mo re 3 oyful. 

?1ormon authors say littLe about the terrestrial 

glory. Honorable and respectable peoplo • ~.ho ho-wave~ 

were blinded by the ora£t1ness of men. reaeive the ter

restrio.l glory. "They will .not attain t o tl:la gifts of 

i noreaao and dominion o.nd the f'ullneas of the highest. 

but \?ill enter i nto their rest. \'1h~~h shall be glor1oua.n54 

l o doubt all l?rotestnnts, Catholiaa. Jewish and pa,aan 

p~oploo who lived o. decent life will enter the terrestrial 

glory. Hot";ever • they too Will be exoluded from salvation 

if tl1Sy re3eot the "Gos»el" in the sp1r1t world. It 1a 

oharaoteristio of all aastems of work-r1ghteou.aness t hat 

by good works all men will be saved. Likev;iae in :r.tormon 

t heology it ia oertain that few will be \71thout salvation. 

Salvation is made possible for ,hose outside tha Mormon 

cult by constant progression of the souls whether in this 

life or in tha world of probation. Ona might loaioal~ 

oonolude tha"t tlloae in the lower degrees would final~ 

rea o.h the higher de6reee of glory. Rowevar. the pl:'Og:rea

alon ~ill ba within certain well defined 11.nea. nthe 

54. Ibid. P• 66. 



1nher1tors of 8.JJY speo1f1o order or k1Dg4om ~ {iJ.ory 

may advanoa f orGvar i i thout at ta1n1ng the particular 

exaltation belonging to a cl1fferaut kingdom or order.t16&; 

The oelestial world is the third degree of glory. 

Only good li,:ormons u ill attaµn to the oeles tia.1 9 for it 

1s t he ultimate and highest goal. attninad by thosa who 

adhere strictly to the La,,a and ordinanoes of the naos_pal." 

fter probation all men will rise with their immortal 
'" .... , .. 

bo~, at \"Jhioh time the"u1ll enter with flesh and bonea 

into t he third degree of the oeleatial glory. The first 

ob3eot he has in .mind is to live nith the Fathe r . and with · 

Christ; t he second ob3eot is to become like them. It baa 

been stated tlla.t man is &tf:)rDal 9 begotten by '11vine beings. 

lii s pa.rents were fiOda; bis ease.nae 1a identical vii th God 

and beoause of tlle identioal essenoe with God he has the 

ability to beoome likA God. ThaPdivinG ~oripture" of the 

!Iormon remarks: "Then shall they be Goa.a. beoause they 

have no and; ••• i hen shall they be Goda b&oause they have 

all ~o-r..er. and the angels are sub3aot unto .,them. 1156 The 

~ormon thinks of he~ven in terms of ll~e here on earth. 

Consequently their "hes.van" is a satisfao~ion of man•a 

oarnal desires. the Jlormon's aim is unlimited honor. 

glory and pOl'ler. !!his unlimited power ia al:roady bagu.n 

on aa?"th by beoom1ne; a father to JDSDY ohildrsn. Aa pre-

t>f>• James· a. Talmage, .!m• .!!1• • P• 269. 
56. Ibid.., P• 24?. 
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v1cusly mentioned tho :family relll.tionship shall oon

t111ue in the 11.aroaftel', tor sex is said to be an ote:rnal 

c1ual1ty 1.·1111oh has its eqw.va.lent evacywhere.67 In hea

ven a man shall oontinue his sexual relation with his 

wi~e, or ~ivea, ai1d bJ reproduotion of off-spring hia 

lory becomes greator. His p<mer 1noreasos because he 

is the 1•uler 0£ l:i.is family. 

~ production of off-sprins Ill.so glorifies the Eternal 

li'ather. As gror,th ta.Ites place through the celestial. mar

riage the need for new norlda o.l'iaea. The sternal Fathe~ 

t hen crantes new worlds and thus He too inoreas s in grea1i

nesa. In thla uay in an unendlng circle the ma3eaty and 

po11er of fatl1e::.- and ohild1•en continues t o erov;. 

Tlteae new worlds ohioh God creates are the hoavena 

for eternal man to en3oy as a god •himself. These ~orlds 

, al'e comparable to the present world 1n ,vhioh ti'S live. 

·l.llen human reason attempts tu define heav-su it oan do so 

only 1n ooncepts ,11th \':hioh man is fam11Ju.r. This aooou.n1a 

for the fact tbat the liormon says the Joy ~f heaven o onsiata 

basically in four prinoiples: life eternal• love ete:fna.l. 

peace eternal. wealth etarns.1.58 .A.pl)ly1116 humnn standa:rda 

tlley define life eternal. as & spir1 tual 1n:telliga..uoe., em

bodied in tho llkeneas ot its own speo1as. and olothed w11h 

an outgard tabernncla of eternal inoorruptible flesh and 

5'1. George B. Arbaugh. llvolutio.n .2t, Mormon Dootrina 1 
P• 164. . . 

58. Parley p. Pratt I Jm.• .!!!.• , .P• 62. 
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b OJ'!Ga. c
9 

I11 othor words ater.ual 11:Ce 1s obta1nod ,men 
mun en tears t he, he avenly l::ing dom ,,1th i'lesh and bones. 

Likeuise love eterna l implies the relati onship to otllar 

beings of t he same attributes. Tliia 1m t l1c princip le. 

on wh1ol1 ,tonnons ba se their oln.irn that f'a1111ly ties must 

be of etei•nnl dl\rat1on. When they def'1na hsaven as paaoe 

ete rnal t hey mean the development of eter?Jal law and govern

ment. This la,, would be in itself tru.th. 6-0odness and 

po,1er. "Any gov&1.'llr,1ent short of' this. could never aua,r-

antee etornal peaoe.n60 In their oa!'.aal concept they 

think of heaven as a place of tanaJ.ble wealth. A poa

se~s!on of eterna l wealth implies that "eternal man must 

pos,..esa a certo.in vortion of the surfa.oe of a ome eternal 

t,lo.not, a.da9ted to bis orde~ or spho:re of' existenoe. 11 61 

The portion must bo suffio1ent ln size to aooomodate hia 

d.e,!>ende'&i-as. If he has s.n exoeedlngly large family his 

portion will be relat1v- ly s~eater. Naturally the greater 

tha portion the a rentor tbs ms.n's glory c.:d poner ~111 be. 

T!leref ore tl1e ?F.01,non goal is to be :ru.ler!I 1>ve:r su.oh prc

i')erty. A tormon author deso~ioea this eternal inheri tanoe 

i n the f ollo,,1ng words: 

Eternal gold• silver. precious stones. 
ud other preoious •te:rlala would-be useful 
in tlle a:reotion and fu:rnishing of' mansions, 
and of publio and private dwelll.ngs or ad1fioaa. 



Tha•e edif1aes oombined, or a:rran3ed 1n wis
doni, wou.ld oonatitute eternal o1t1ea. Ga:r
dons, groves , walks , rivulet s , fountains, 
flowers, and. :f :rul ta,. would benutlfy and adol'n 
th.:, lanclsoape, _please the eye, tbe taste, the 
smell; and t~!J. oont:ribute gladness to the 
heart 0£ li'lt'tn• · 
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Tlle Holy Sqripturo 11seo similar lnnsua'-"3 to de-.. 
it" 

ncrib tha Blo~louo otarnal home vniioh e s hall inherit 

bltt 301•ipt11re.l l angu.aaa is f1£,'11:ra.t1 ve, ,:Jh!.l.e t he llormon 

a ittllor )tGl' fJ does not intend to speak f'igu.rativel.y-. !l1 

t ha mi .lid o:C the Uormon }waven 1 a p l aoa v.ary oi milar 

·to the :101•.l cl in \"Ihioh \"IO live. It 13 a l'>erfect ·10:rld 

1.11·tbout nin, oonsdqu.entl :,, no sor:ro-., of az1y k ind. Paople 

;i:ill 11 v r cl.la, l>ut continue to live m1d i'8pl'odu.oe. The 

,~1cho"1 of tho 3re t ~st :n1.lars 1n tlle preeei-1t ~orld a ~ 

bt111 toys wllon o,m1,a:rad to that of the next.63 Since the 

da rk oolo~ or men's skin is a rew.lt of Oain's ~in all 

co~ored raoes will 110.ve a white skin in lleavwi. 64 

I11 t h is tol'Jl10n haave.1 rlan nill be able to .1ove with 

g roat fJpeed. "The1•e i s 110 a.pparant limit to tll.e s_paed 

a ttaiuable by the body v,lum w1ohai11ad, set fr a from the 

elemeuts ,;1J1ioh uor1 011slave it, and dictated by the v1111.nm 

'?ho human b ody \"Jhioi1 oor11os fortl1 from the resurrectiOll 

",·,111, like tha risen Jeslls • asce..11d and des cend st will 

and w1 tb a spoed nea.~ly instantanaous. "6G Ue uill oom-

62; Ibid. 
63. Jiiirey p . Pra-t,t, Ibid., P•. 63. 
64. lleorae B. Arba~h-;,livela:tion in liormoniam, P•· 120. 
_66. J1aDle2r P. Pratt, .!!Jl• .ill• , P• '11:6. 
66. Ibid. P• 147. 
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mu.nioate with other gods like h1maelf. "Planets Tiill be 

viatted. mesaa&es oommun1oated 9 aoquaintanaaa and friend

ship~ formed. and the aolenoes vastly extended.n67 

fhe Uormon doctrine of heaven brings up a•veral pro

blems. I~ liormon theology there la a plurality of gods of 

v1h1oh the Father is the greatest. If there is a plurality 

of gads -C.hs .. prob.lem ls. ho\7 aan tllere bJ:UDity among them? 

Another problem o onae1•na their eternity• for even . though 

the gods are eternal they beget oh1.ldren who beooma Jgoda 

like ~hem. fhe eternal being oonfltots nith prooreation 

uhioh i mp~i~s a beg1Dning. S1m1la.rly the dootrine of the 

p:roc ress1on of the gods oonfl1ota with the eternal.Lana 

wl 1oh govern all matter. By 1Dtell1genQa they gain con-

trol of the elements. and orgam.ze them into new world.a. 

In spite of this dootrine they BIQ' the universe 1a oontroled 

by definite laws. Even the gods are subJeot to these laws. 

\'/hile God governs all His oreatuNs, He Himself _is governed 

by eternal la\7 "llioh He neve.r violates. 68 Thus the orea

tiveness of the gods oonfl,ilota with the soientifio control 

of the universe. And agllin, aoao:rcling to the 1.{omon theory 

all things are material, both worldly and spiritual subatanoe. 
c.11;.. .,,.... .,. ... ;., • 

Fo:r oxample, the"preexistent soul made of mate:rial substanoe 

oonfliota with the spirituality of the aou.1.69 

6'1. Ibid. 
68. "Oliiil~s f l. Penrose• .!m.• 01 t., P• .J..2. 
69. Geo:rge B • .Arbaugh, 6vol11'iion _!!! Ko:rmon Doot:r1na1 

P• 164. 
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SUl.1?.lli'RY 

From whe.t ha.a been pl'esented it is evident that 
,_. r•c.,, ., ••• , ...... , •• ~-

the Mormon conoept of salvation ls obtained by thechea-

then system of work-righteousness with no plaoe for the 

\'lork of O·hrist. The process of salvation begins whon 

tho preexistent soul atte~pts by means of l::nowledge to 

control the elements. The pr~exlstent soul inore~ses 

its 1ntelligenoe when it takes on mortal flesh beoom1ng 

man. Man. his mundane life being only one stage in an 

eternal p1•ooesm, oontinues the progress to po,1Gr Slld 

glo1-y. mien rllD.ll leaves the life on earth ho enters the 

world of spirits which io a probation where he oOlltinues 

t o enrn salvation until hia reeurreotion. At tlle reeur-. 
ieotton he takas on immortal flesh to live ao a god. 

This is t he fina l stage ,·1he1·e m8ll 1 . if he has obeyed the 

l nws and oro.1nanoes of the "Go.l!'pel," meet~ God t he Father 

and His Son Jesus Christ. uan . now a god, oontin11es to 

incre:i.uJe his po\·1er and glory b eoomi11g like Wlto the Father 

and the Son. fhe heaven 1n wllioh man 11 ves as a g od may 

be described in Mormon Theology as a glorified earth where 

11:f'e is as \'18 e:z::_pel"ienoe 1 t today, exoept that it· is with

out de~th or sorrow. 



PAff II 

iaarninat1on Of ~he ~rteen Artiolea 

Of~ Uomon Faith 
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Ilf.l!P.ODJ OTI O:N 

Th~ iiormons have published thirteen a.rt1oles as 

0.11 expression of their faith. fhe artioles are oouohod 

in Christian t e rminoloQ. Their m1as1onaries frequontq 

endeavor to oreate the impression that Mormon theology 

is Christian • .But the faot ia. as the··first part of 

t lle thesis has shown. the oent:ral theme of .Mol'Dlonism 1s 

a system of aoa.rse \'lOrk-righteousness. At first alanoe 

t he Mormon artioles of faith do not reveal their unchris

tian oharaoter. Beoause the artiolea SO\Uld ve-ry Christian 

1 t ia neoessary to investigate the interpretation the 1.to:r

mons plaoe upon them. AD explanation nill show that the 

trol'Dlon oonoept of salvation aa presented 1D Part I per-

meates their nhole theoloo. Therefore the thirteen arti

cles of their faith are to be oonsldered in Part II. 
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THE THIRT 'BN ARTICLSsl 

The first artiola1 We believe in God the sternal 
Father, and in Bia Son Jesus Christ, and 1n the 
l!oly Ghost. 

Tho first artiole gives the impression that the Hor

mon is fundamentally a believer in the Christian Tr1n1-

ta1•ian Ooa.. Howava:r 1 the!r ex.position of it 1a pol.ythe

istio. \'la note tJ1at not Olle v.•ord ls said about the unity. 

There oan be no Trinity without unity, in f aot, t he Mor

r110 11 emplmtioally dentea the witty. The t h ree persons do 

11ot make up one a od but rather three d1stinot and separate· 

goda. " !Chat these thl'ee are separate individuals, p~si

oa.ll.¥ d1st1not from ea.all other, 1a demonstrated by the 

aooopte~ records of div.1.ne dealings l'l:1-th mail. n2 Special 

r e::Cerenoe is made to Christ's baptism • .At this time John 

sau t he visible tangible body of Chri st. He heard the 

voioe of the Father from heaven· saying, "Thia is my be

loved Son in whom I am well pleased." He also r~eognlzad _ 

the visible sign of tJ1e Boly Ghoat.3 "The_ three person

ages ,,erEl p:reaut., eaoh manifesting Himself in a difierut 

1. ,tamas a. Talmage. Art1alea~.,2! Faith, Passim. 
2. Ibid •• P• 39. 
3. James B. Talmage, !!!!, Vitality !?,! Mormonism, P• 43. 
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nl8JU1er to mortal aense • a..nd plainly• oaoh d1atinot from 

the other."4 "Eaah of tile members of the ~~1nity ls 

aaLled God. too9the~ they oonetituta t he Godhead.nu The 

ormons oall "sectarian" concepts of the trinity a sense

less 1noons1s tenoy. 

It 1s but another way of saying. that 
there io a ~od who does not ox1.st. a God uho 
1s oompoaed of nonentity. who is the negative 
of all enstenao. ·,,ho oacup1os no s-J,1aoe. ,,ho 
ensts in no time, who is oomposed of no sub
stance I knowli 01• 1111knov1n , EWd who has no pov,ers 
or properties in common with anythlng or being 
ltn0\"1ll to exist, or \1hioh aan possibl1r be oon
oei ved of, as existing either in the heav8l'la 
o ~ on t h • oa 1•th. 6 · 

flle God t he II s ects" Jors l'!ip I they deale.re, is as 

po,,erles s as any of the visible idols set up by tbe hea

t hen. Josep h Smith denieA the Ollristian doctrbi, of the 

T,!1n1 t y Tihel'l ho s o.ya : " "flll'lY men oa:y there.:> i s one God; 

t J1e Father, Son and Holy Sp1r1 t are onl.,v ona God! I a~y 

that is a strange God anyhow ••• All are to be orammed into 

ono God I a.ooording to oootarJ.anism. '~ '1 Thus the !,{ormon 

vien of tha Godhead is not the Christian Trinitar ian vien. 

They look U!,>OJl tlle Father. So11 and r:Ioly Glloat ao separate 

godo 1a o. polytheiot1o 1naJmer,. 

The Wlity of the G-odhead ls not one i l'l entit y. but 

one only in a --,breement. I t J.s oalled s. type of unity 1n 



attributes, »oners, and purpoaos oi" ita aombora.8 -Ea.oh 

member of t he Godhead is peri"oot-1 Gncl. therefore theu 

s~rae 1n all und3rs tancl1ng and Juug«11mEltit. "Under ar.ay 

g1 veJ1 oondi tiolls eao1 v1ou.ld aot 1n the samG r;ay I gu.ided 

by •i;J e11 srune llrinaiplas of unerrin ,1ust1ae and eqt11ty.n9 

11hei r r elation to eaoh other 1111gllt ba c ompared to t r10 

llwn .. ~ beine;a 11110 are in J.l8l'faat agraar110nt. The doels iolle 

of' tlla t ,10 1ud1 vidua la ,. ould ba t ha oQ.l!le r eaard! e3s oi" 

,heth.a r both are present to }l'Qke the dea1oi on or not. 

Betv:een the t t"JO individuals t h&!'-3 is no union. Thay s i c.

p l y b:lve identical viens, and llave an identical I alee-up, 
I 

c onseqt".ent~ their aot 1n ident ienlly the same ".:ay. The 

u.nity of the Godhead may be illustrat ed in this fashion • 

.: s a type of tbis kind of u.n1 ty !.!omon theoloey ol tes 

Cll::ii st 1 s Hi...,h Prleatly Pra.yer i n -r.ih1ch He asked that His 

Disoiplas , bG preserved in unity . Ho aakad nfhat they all 

fllEQT be ~ne" ... ao the Father and the Son are on:i,. "Christ 

desired thut all should be united in heal't, spirit, and 

pu1-pose; for suoh is the unity between Bis Father and 

Himself• and betm,en tl1em nnd the .. oly Ghost. 11 LO The uni 111 

of the ~rinity ia not en es8ent1al unity but a unity in 

a131•eer4ent. 

God the Father 1s the greatest of the three gods 1n 

8. Jar11es B. !!almaga, .2.J!• .!.!!• • .P• 40. 
g. Ibid.~ .P• 41. 
10.tb14., P• 40. 
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the Godhead. There ia no explanation fo:r hia superior 

power. But in some n~ he got a "haad start" over the 

other gods and attained a degree of intelligence exoeed

ing tl1e oombined intelligenoe of all other bei.nga.ll 
He attained His power by learning the la,1s of the uni-

-verse and oonforming to them. Mormon theology refers 

to the Father- as the highest god but 1t \'10Uld seem that 

there 1s still a god higbsr ainoe God the Father must 

oontorm to the laws of the universe. 

The Father is a personal being with the form of 

man, 1'01• man was oreated in the Father's image. The Fa

ther is the first of the 

God Himself was onoa aa we are now, and 
is an exallad man, and sits enthroned in ycnder 
heavens. That is the great aeoret. If the veil 
was rant tod~, and the Great God v,ho holds this 
in 1 ts orbit, and ·who upholds all worlds and all 
things by His powar, ,.,as to make H1msel:l fi91ble 
- I sq, if you were to see Him today, you would 
see Him like a man in form - like yourselves in 
all the pfJrson, image, and very fom as a man; 
for .Adam ,1as created in the very fashion, image, 
and likeness of God, and reoeived inatruotion 
from, and walked, talked and oonversed with !2°1• 
as only mQl'l t a lks a.me.communes ,vi th another. 

The power of this god is infinite. Yet since he 
has a buman form and is made of mterial substanoe, "Bis 

person oannot be 1n mo%e than one plaoe at aq one t1me.nl3 

God is understood to .be omnip:reaent th~Qu.gh the medlum of 

ll. George B. Arbaugh, _g)2_• oit., P• 167. 
12. James B. Talmage, VJ:talffi of tlormonism, P• 272. 
l3. James T. Talmage. Artioiea of ·ra.lth, P• 43. 



the Holy SJ,irit. God oommu.nioates b7 means of the 

Holy Spirit. The Holy S,Pirlt is in no way mys tloally 

united nith the Father or in one essenoe with Him, but 

simply oommu.nloates to all oreation for the Father at 

His \?ill. In this nay t lle Father is said to be present 

every\11he re. 

God is said to be all powerful for He organized 

matter. As a result of his intelligent control of matter 

the universe operates in a perfect system. Yet God him

sel f is subjaot to eternal laws. The lawa are said to 

govern tlle most refined order of ph¥a1oal existenoe.14 

Si.nae the Father is subjeot to laws, man too, who ulti

mately beoomes a god, must be indirectly responsible to 

t he s ame laws. Thia introdu.oes the Father's relation 

t o man with regard to man's s a l.vation. 

Whon tl1e world was oreated it was done at the B11g

gestion of the Father. It nas all plBrU2ed for the bene

fit of the spirits that the7 might advanoe in power. 

\1hen the spirl ts oonform to the etol'nal laws they advance 

in power, but on the other hand thay retrogress wl1en they 

do not conform to them. Hanoa the spirits are 1D realit7 

responsible to the eternal la\1& 9 and not to the god which 

the 1.iormon oa lla Father. iha Father s imply made the i,lana 

for hia ohil4ren. using hi~ own intelllganoa for the bane-

14. Parl.e7 P. Pratt• .!?,E.• .!!1•, P• 44. 



44 

f1t of them. Men must therefore be thankful to God the 

Fa'ther for havin~ formulated the plan of salvation, but 

not for the 61ft of salvation. The plan has merely made 

it possible for man to earn h1s salvation. for the re

sponsibi~i ty of sin remains with man. He is dlreotq 

responsibl! to the Fathe1' for his sins and indireotly 

respo11sible to the lo.ws to i,hioh the Fatlla1' mu.at conform. 

Even tho11gh the t1omon denies pantheism, this is an evi-. 
dent trend to~ard pantheism beca11se there must be a higher 

force t han the Father. Thia higher force, or lau, is in 

reality the oontroling power of the universe since God 

t he Fatlle r la S11b3eot to it. ~Ile responsibility to an 

existent law of this nat11re oould eaa14r be interpreted 

as pantheism. 

The seoond phrase in the first article ree.da: 0 and 

in Bis Son, Jes11a Ohrist.n The Mo:rmona ola1m to aooept 

Jesus Oh!'lst as the Savio1',r \'lho oama to redeem lost man

lcind. HO\·,ever, their aooeptanoe does not connote the 

Oh:riatian aooeptanoe of Ohr1st. This is evident fl'om 

their »lan of salvation aa it is norked out on tbs basis 

of works. fhe Ohristian aaoep~s Ohr1st as true God, one 

\'Jlth the Father and the Holy Ghost. fo the Oh:ristiara Ha 

la the on.cy source of saJ.vatlon having kapt the law pe:r

feot~ ln man's stead. and having paid the penalty fo;r 

man's sln. 

Uo:rmon theology says that whan God planned the system 
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of salva tion for men Ha needed a saviour to oom:oleta the 

plan. It soems tha.t the Father asked f or vol1211teors to 

perform this task. !fhe Book of Abraham desoribee the · 

oho1oe in the third oha.pte:r, verses t1.,enty-aeven and 

t wenty-e1gllt: "And tl1e Lord said; t"Jhom shal.l I send'? And 

one anS\181'8<1. like unto the Son of ttan; here am I, send me. 

l,nd another anm·;ered and said: Here am I, aend ma. And 

t he Lord said: I -,111 deny the first. And tlle seoond was 

ang ry, and lte»t hot his first e3tat.-: 8.l1d at. that clay, ID&D7 

follo\ved after ld.m. 111.5 At this moment Jesus Christ \1aa . 
ollosan from o.mong the angels to serve as the nedeemer of 

mn.nkind, becoming 11ext in authority to the Father. He 

was n ot 1dcmt1f1ed ,vitll the Father for He 1.vaa merely one 

of God's many oh1ldren. As a ohild of the Father Christ 

i s no different from the Fat.bar in form, llo\1ever 1 a sepa

rate individual from the Father. "He differ~s nothing 

frora Bis Father., exoept in age and authority, the Father 

ha.ving t he seniority, and, oonseq11ently 1 the ~tght, aoaord-

1ng to »atr1arohal laus of eternal P7iesthood! to preside 

over Him, and over all His dom1n1cms, forever,and ever.nl6 

Christ does nothing of Himael:f • independent~ of the Father, 

One is aubo:rdillate to the other. Christ does all thl.DGs 

by the authority of the Father sinoe Ho is of the same 

16. Joseph Sm1 th, !J!he Pearl .!!! Great Prioe, P• g. 
16. Parley p. P:rat-r.-o» • .!ll• • P• do. 
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follooo tl:i..~t tho . orl-: of' Chr1,st aa tutiellt 1ll ;Jarl,ptw,,~ 

1 O.ou1e6.. ~1•11:,·t.u. ·a mak3c 1 t cle r t lnt C.t~iot had to 

t :le l')laa"' o~ m• • it• l,J0,1':tominG D 'bal: a-nl J,' l1 co'"dd do. 

tn lu.•i •iaian thoololQI Cl:.l'iot' a t 01•I. »a.iu. tiia .t,"IO&t.ltg fur 
. 

i rJ oz tll.G ontt:;.'8 \70 ~14.: :tor b th or1~111c,l Qlld aotu.a.1 

· 1.n. 1'h1s ,;c;r!: of' t be atonamont 01' Ohr1at l s oom1,J.Gto. 

I n "'Iomon 'i.ibsoloczy tho ... tonomont o:r Christ ta'kas on 

f a r dt:Cfa1-ont moooina. mum man :roll into s1n ha \1:lB 

o t- •an{.;oa. :from Goa . ~ho ost1-anger.l8nt f"roo God oada ww·· 

['JO tal uGtn 1 • e09pall.ad to dio. ~ho dea,~b. ti a not Ol11:, 

_pbj/- io" l ut p r1oari]¥ it tJas sp1ritilwl, or coaplu"tG baoi-

1.llQont from oa.. ~ha ormon oo.y13 tJn t o1noa tllis \1aa 

t ho t'U ttlt of none" 1.ncU.v1<1ual aot it, \lOULd bo w13uat 

11bat all: r. an mu.st S'.J.ff'or eternal~ in hull for .1 t. !2l1\lre

f o1•e e·~tst c,t\li\l,li,.to tho \'70rld to atone tor toot 11 ona" la

u.1v1duol e1n. 1.fhrou.Gh, t l1a r,3d.a•1ptlon of 'th:J.·t ••ona0 a111 

t bicb .l\uom oomLll.ttea. i rru.1ortGJ.1t:, ia azaj.o rastoraa. to 

t :10 t.llol.a hwlc.o raoe. ormon thoo1oG¥ ::,peal.ta o~ a. 11111-

voroal n:tonomsnt. but tllio unlvQraal stoner.wit ls aae~ 
TM ef•11•••111t 

::i canoo1lc.t1on CJ£ dam's aJ.n. ....._ wis 11111voraal1-Y rost.ored 

nw.n I a los t 1moortal1 ty, o.s a ilol'mo.n o.11tbor rl tao: n a 

ouot look :it Jae11s Cir1:Jt s:n h1s tmo otm.rnotr.J1' of Oed 

eJld Savior. ln ord~r to f'orra a. proper oonoapt1011 01" the 

a wo.t onorlfioe wh1oh haa o,r;,enecl • to t.htl bwnan ~ami~ 



tlle uay to 1mn1ortal1ty.1t2l liote the exp~e sion "the 

.gr eat suo~ifioe \"Jhicb has 011amd •••• th.e f,'Olf to i mmortal-

1 t .,r. 11 The bt1:rdo11 of man's sin has not 'bean t a?.:.on off 

:t 1o shou.lders and placed llpon Cliris t•s. 11 •••• Ato11e

mont is made ope rative fo1• tho remiss ion ·of aina t :u•ou.sh, 

i nclivid\lal oomplianae with the oo.n41t1ona &Xl)l1o1tly sat 

fort h b:,r tbe .at1thor of eta rnal salvation unto aJ.l thwn 

tl1 t obey him. n 22 

Another important v,orlt \'2h1ah Christ performed . was 

to fiive aaouranoa to men that the2, \"Jill rise ase,in. Ju.et 

ag he roqe , ao shall men rise nho obey the laws and ord1-

n1moes of t h~ GosDel. His resurreotion »roved t he 1m..~or

t ul 1ty o:r tlle s o111. 23 

Christ' s 11O11k included the prescribing of lt1na and 

ord1J1aucc,s of t ho Go9pel. He did not usher in a Ne\'1 Testa

ment era of " Graoe" bu.t brought .. 11th 1111'.I, "laws" ,h1oh man 

"ust fulfil in order to roaoh the state of exaltation 1n 

heaven. "As aaoh person is g uilty of hla Olm aina, so he 

r~ust oompl.y ,11th tlis oond1t1ons wh1oh ,111 entitle him to 

the full benefits of Ohriat'a atODemant for h1s own aina.,e, 

The il.iormon aa.ya tJiere is no sal.vation but by Jesus Chr1at, 

but tllis sta.teaent means that without the lava and ord.1-

nan~es i, h1oh Ohl'is t presoribad f'or man to :f'oll0\1 • and with-

Frankl!n D. Rioharda, Jm.• .!!!• , P• 78. 
James .is. !ll:ilm~~, .!?J!.• oit. , p. 64. 
Charles \1. Puroae, Jm.• .!!.ll•, P• 44. 
Ibid., P• 14. 
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out tlle redemption of Adam's sin there nould be no sal

vation. In spite of the J.lormona• olaim that Ohl'iat ia 

Redeemer, they bave deliied that Ohrlat oan save mu. 
Their plan of salvation is said to be oooperative . The 

a ·!;onement ef'f'eoted by the Lord Jesus Ohriat has only 

opened the ,·,ay; it is left to every man to enter therein 

B.Dd be saved or to turn, aside and forfe1 t salvation. 25 

I n short, the ormon wants to earn his salvation b7 workaJ 

The llo1'I4on oonoept of salvation is evident nhen they 

discuss Christ's work as being incomplete. When Christ 

said on the oroaa, "It is finished" He meant his uork here 

on ea rth is fi.nished. After .His death on the orosa Christ 
Tient down to hell to preaoh the nGospel"* to the spirits. 

The point to be noted 1s that Christ entered hell dter 

his 01.'Uoifixion to preaoh to man hon he oould save himself 

by performine certain works. 

The wl1ole soheme of the Momon cult ia based upon 
~rC'1H1"4 by 11o .... 1• CA,;,r ... ;1 ... 1 , .... , ,,,... 11.,, r c.1,.tnC' 

another speoial nork of Christ". VJhen Christ oame He intro-

duced to the world the pure dootrines and restored the 

pries thood to the earth. The Clluroh had been taken a,,ay 

from the earth. After Christ the divine priesthood ,,as 

again t aken from the e·arth beoause of a»ostaay .1ust aa be

fore Christ. It waa not :restored again until Joseph Smith 

reoeived the divine ordination thro1JBh supernatural means. 

25. J mnes B. !almage. J!J!• o~t., »• 50. 
C In ltormon1am the GoiipeT"'lias no other mEIIUliDB than 

obod1enoe to the Laws and o:rclinanoes of the Gospel. 
The Christian meanina is never employed • 

.... 
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'!he third part of the f'lrst artiole purports to be 

a c onfession of ;Cai tll 1n the 'third I?erson of' the godhead. 

Tho tormona believe that the Father and t he son are oor

poreal be1n£.a;S, but tl1e B_pir1t ls a substanoe like eleo-. . 
trioity, aalvanlsm, ma6lletism, a.nlmal ml1Gl'let1em, spiritual 

magnetism, essence, eto. The purest of all these sub

stances o.f this nature is that of' the .Holy Spir1 t. The 

a11• t1e b1•00.the, \":hioh although 1.nvis1ble to our sight, 1s 

cl e~rly manifested to our sense of feeling. Liket'Jise is 

t he IIoly $z>i1•1t. They go so far as to ola1.m tho.t the com

ponent parts of this substanoe may bo analyzed.26 11Th1s 

subatanoe, like all others, 1s one of the elements of ma

terial or pJ\Va1oal existenoe, and therefore &ubJeot to 

t lle necessary laws l"lhioh govern all matter, as bei'ore 

enumerate:\. n 2'1 "Most Gods have their parts assembled 1.n 

one spot, but the Holy Ghost -is distributed throughout 

t he univerae. 11 28 It seems that Joseph Smith VatJUely oon

oe1ved of' spirit as mi offshoot o~ an original inert na

ture. He S€qs: "There is no au.oh thine; a.a imnm.terial mat

ter. All a»irit ls matter, but it is more fine or »ure, 

nnd oan only ba discerned by purer eyes; we ommot see it; 

but wllo.n our bodies are purified we shall see that it is 

o.ll matter.1129 

26. Parley P. Pratt, ~ ~• .!2• .ill• 1 P• 38. 
2?. Ibid., ~th ed., P• ~9. 
28. George r.-.Arbaugh 9 Revelation in t:Iomo11ism, P• 100. 
29. George n. Arbaugh. iioiutlo.n ortformon fiootr1ne, P• 166. 



the \?Ork of the Holy Sp1r1t 1a to give man or beast 

1Dtell1genae. It affeota the instlnot 1n animals. In 

aome meaB11re 1 t enlightens eve:ry JIISII .• 

~an. 1porant o:r God ancl his attributes, 
il'loreasea in knowledge b7 9%.Perienoe a.nd ·ob
aervation, explores the f1.el4a of nature, 
watohea and experiments w1."th the elements, 
aoquirea ••••• tmtha, makea diaooverlea •••• 
thinks in his ignoranoe of the ~il'itual 
elemenls., that ha aooompllahea these important 
reslll.ts uy his own una1cled wladom, when the7 
are the ettaota o:r the workings o:r that U.Di
veraal spirit o:r lntelliganoe whloh emanates 
from the Father o:r light, without whloh man 
would be l1k8 tlle bl1n41 who wanclal' about at 
D00nday. • • • ii5 

~he uaual ohannel throu.gb. nh1ah the Holy Spirit 

extend.a lta imtluenoa la the nerves o:r the borq.Zl !l!he 

Holy B,p1:rl t oarrlea out the wozik o:r the Father and al.l 

t he .Angela. ".A!JBela and all holy men perform. all their 

mi1•aoles simply, to use a mod.en magnet1o term, by being 

i n 1 oomnUU11oat 1oni with this d1v1ne aubatanae. 0 32 

"!l!hla Bol.7 S,plrit, unclar tbs oont:rol o:r the iJreat 

•lohlm, ls the grand moving aau.se o:r all intelligenoea, 

and by whioh they aat. 0 33 mhe work of the Holy S,p1r1t 

la to oarry out the will o:r the Father. By this work the 

111d1vi4ual beil'la s in tha um.verse oan 1noreaae 1D intel

ligenae. ~he greater the inorease in intelligenoe the 

oloaqir an 1ncliv1da.al. is to salvation, ozi to power ,-ahloh 

30. 
a1. 
32. 
zz. 

Fn.Dkl1D D. Rioha~da., .!m.• oi t • ., P• 
Parley P. Pratt• 5., J!l!•· ,P. .1.00. 
Ib14 •• P• 1oz. 
!614., _!1!! .!!• • P• Z9. 

130. 



oonst1tu.tea his salvation. "!l?hoae be1.aga who reoe1ve 

of its fulnoss are oalled ams of _God, beo~uaa they are 

perfeoted in all 1ts attributes and powers, and beJns 

in o CJmmun1oat1on \'11th it, Oflll, by 1 ta uae, perform all 

thinga. 11 34 !i!he .Mormons believe tl,at onq tha7 have re

ae1ved of the tulness of the Holy fJ.pirlt, and by oontin-

ued oonunun1oat1on with 1t mq progress to tha attributes 

of perfeot1on. Other _people have oncy partial enlight~

ment, n~th wh1ah it :la ~aid t~a m1D4 1a able to reason, 

disoern, Jud&e, oompare, oomprahend and :retain memo:ry.35 

~hua the Holy S,P1rlt also has "1ta" part in man's pro

gression to greater power. "It" plaoes within t~e grasp 

of mWl the poas1b111ty of attaining powers through intel

ligence, whioh la the meo.ns to salvation. It must be 

noted that · the Roly S!)1:r1t gives -these powers only to 

those who are oo.nsidered wort!JN of them. In this WIQ' the 

Holy Ghost also fits into the aohema of work-rightaouaneaa.36 

Artiola !l?no: We believe tbit man will be punished 
for their own aina, and not for Aclam's transgression• 
It has been stated that Christ's work &:toned for Adam's 

firs t trangreaalon Vlh1oh separated man f:rom God. !l?hla Atm e

ment is un1versaL.:tor all men, 1.11 that i't restored. 1mmonal1 t7 

to both believe:rs and unbelievers.• Since Christ cl14 not 

M. Ibid •• 4th ed., P• 41. 
35e "!'&Tcte 1 4'EJi "• . 
36. Jamee rs.""!aliiage, Art1o1es of Faith, P• 16?. 
* Of. p ~ 47 of this thesis. -
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atone for the aotual ulna of men it la eT1dent that man 

must sllf'fer pUD1ahment for his tranagreasions. Unl,aa 

man pays exaotly the amout he owes he will not _partake 

of salvation. "!I!he Book of lfomon teaohea that man will . 
b~ _rewarded or punished aooord1ng to the de~ree of good 

and evil .done in this l1fe.n3? 

!I!he punishment of man•·s sin takes pl.aae .1J1 the world 
of spirits. He who has not bean oonverted while living 

on ear th w11.l 60 to a "pur~atory" where he will reoe1Te 

punishment o.ocordi.ng to hia du.e. !l!he pun1ahmant nill be 

\11 tllou.t mercy. He will suffer a complete and Just rEnvard 

for his evil works. !l!hia "hell" will be eternal in the 

sanme that. it will exist throug1',out ages, but the pUDish

ment for s i ns ,,111 not go o:n for etern1 ty. \1hen each in

dividual has paid the penalty he O\"Jes he ,,111 be plaoed 

on the road to snlvat ion.38 

Even in the r,orld of spirits man must earn 111a n1q 

to salvation. In order io be started on the road to sal

vation eaoh must aooept and obey the laws and or41nau~aa 

of thG "Gospel.." !I!he "Gospel" 1a preached in the world 
. . 

of spirits. By 'this plan of salvation the ma.Jo:rity o:t 

11\9.ll ~ill eventual]¥ :reoe1ve salTation. although it will 

n~t be a salvation 1n tha exalted form suoh aa the Uormona 

reoeive. It WS..11 be o:t either the ~errestrial or feleatlal 

3?. Oharlea A. Sbook. Ownorah BeT1a1ted •. P• 439. 
38. Oha:rlea w. Penrose• .!I!.• .!!ll• • »• 6&. 
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glory. 

For a fer, thel'e 1a uo promise of salvation s t all. 

!l!heae few are oalled the neons of »ordition." !l!hay wil

fully tu1~Ded awa.v· fl'om the "Gospel" nhen thay were onoe 

e.r1ligl1te11ed by it, thus oammi:tting tha 11unpardo.nable" sin. 

They reoeive th& 11seoond daath. 11 It is said that abou.t 

ono-thlrd. of the angels rebel:,le4 with Satan, these an 

ll v1ng 1D tlle world of . the n aaa·ond death." n !ale meoon4 

death therefol'e is flnal _aonai~t to the d.Ol411lion of 

Satan, and, of neoessity, bon:l.ahmsnt from the preaanoe ~ 

God ancl Ohrlat.n39 After t ·hs tho11sand yaa:rs reign ~ 

Christ on earth Satan will be looaad tor a time. If aoma 

ohooee to follon Satan during this time the:, also will be 

o ondenmed eternally. 40 

A:rt.iole three: t'le believe that thl'ough the Atone
me.nt qf Ohriat, all mank1D4. JDQ' be saved, by 
obedtenoe to the laws and ordlnanoaa of the Gospel. 

Artlole fo111': We believe that the first p1'1no1»lea 
and ordinanoea of the Gospel are: first,Faith ln 
the Lord Jesus Oh:riat; seoon4, Bepantanoe; thl1'4., 
Baptism by immersion for tbs remission of sins; 
fourth, 1~1Dg on of hands for the Gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Artlole th:ree states tlle system the :Mol'Dlon h,na,.Jto 

galn aalvatio.n while artiole :tou1' preaenta the oaadltiona 

s.ttaohed to that system. !l!he Atonement of Chl'lat as p1'e

vioual7. desor1be4 atones fol' Adam's tranagreaaion. and 

39. Franklln D. R1ohards 9 Jm.• oit., P• 302. 
40. Juvenile IDatruotor M"fl'oe7'op • .!ll•, P• 96. 



does not effaot the means b7 whioh salvation ls obtain

ed. mm saves h1r4sel:t by obeying tile laws and o~inanoea 

of the Gospel. whioh Ohriat p1'8aor1be4 when he aame to tbl 

·earth. 

The four prinoiplea mant1omd in the fouth artlale 

are not the only rules \th1oh csondl tion aal-va t1on. For 

instance, concerning the Sabbath the following atetement 

ooours: "The obligation is ev14antl.v aa binding upOD the 

lat~r-da.y Saints as it "Was ~pon their fathers, and they 

in like manner will reap the 1'8\?ard. of obedienae.n4l. And 

in r ega rd to the law of the !1!1 the: n~he law of ti thing 1Jl 

its ful.nesa requires the surplus property of members oom-

1ng to Zion to be paid in.to the ohuroh as a oonseoratlon, 

and a~ter that, one tenth of their interest, or -increase, 

or e ar .n1.13fiB annually'. n4.2 The four prinaiples rela1,ed 

above are merely four of the maill laws to be followed. n& 

l'Jhole aoheme of salvation rests upo.n \;;Orka. It is ev14ant 

t hat the Mormon dafiJli tion of faith 1a Nally obed1enoa 

and not the nmedlwn lept1kon" wh1oh appropriates Ohriat 'a 

fhe seoond prinalple r•lated _in the fourth artiale 

io repentanaa. nRapentanoe, then, 1a not only a ao.Dfea-. . 
· a1on of sins. with a sorrowful. contrite hea1•t• but a 

fixed, settled purpose to refrain from •~•ry evil •IQ'•n43 

41. Franklin D. Bioharda, ~• olt., p. 226. 
42. JiiYem.la Inotr11otor Offiae;cip. ol t. • .P• 96. 
43. James B. ~almaae • .S• .!J:!• • P• l'I'r. 
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Repentance 1D more tllan a self-aoknowledgment of sin. 

!che three -ste1ul of repont_ance a.re: "l) a 0011v1ot1on of 

~'"111lt; (t) a desire to be relieved from the hurtful ef

feots of sin; (3 ) an earnest determination to forsake 

sin and to acoomplisll good. 11 44 The real obJect of re

peutanc io goocl. ¥,orko. \'Jhei1 e. man oomeo to tlle know

ledg.-e of the Father and perfectness seen in lilm he rea

lizes his onn ~eaknesses. :1th this realization he 

,••ishos t o become moru like the Father. Ho nants to be 

"relieved from t.he hurtful uffeots of sin. 11 as a ~esult 

GU1n <::i!aves the opJ)o1•tun1ty 11 0:r aholting by good wol.'ka tlle 

si.nceri t, of Lia ne\-,ly developed fa.1th; and ha , ill re-

8Cil.rd the remission of hie sine as tho most des irable of 

1Jlesa1ngs. Tllon he \7111 learn the.t t his gilt of meroy is 

g r anted on oortai.11 speo1:t:1c. oond1 tions. 46 1,1wroy g r&nted 

ou oerts.1n speoifio oondi t~o.na cannot be a g i:f.'t of meroy 

at all. bLtt something earned. 

Tho third i>rinciple acoording to tbe f ou1•tl1 o.rtiole 

is baptisDl by i nwar ion. Josop h Smith prophes ied that no 

mun 00L1lc't be bn.ptized 1mtil l1is \"10l'lts showed uorthinese 

of it.46 With this cond1t1on ·of wortllineC!s is the stipu

lation that the baptism must be parformed according to the 

0110 and only oorreot method. In oJ.'der to be valid the bap,

tisr.a muot be by 1Jillll81'SiOl11 aclmln1stored by divine authority, 

44i Ibicl.., »• 109. 
46. fhiu.. 
46. George B. A:rbau,;h, aeve1at1o.n J:!! ltormoniam, .P• GO. 
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and performed nith the aorraot fomula.4'1 

The apeoial purpose of ba»tiam la a4mlaa1on 'to the 

ohuroh. It ia a sealing of the aovemmt with God • .Be

oause baptism 1a part of the o1'Clalned law reoosr,aized 1n 

heaven 1t ls essential to the !ligheat gloJ:7 of salvation. 

"Justioe forbids the granting of universal and unoond.1-

tional pardon for sins aommitted exoept through obedlenoe 

to ordained law.n4B Baptlm la a bl-lateral aovenant 

conaern1ng both God and man. llD.D mat uphold his agree

ment to obey the laws and ordillanoes of the Goapel, while 

Goel p ron11ses to re\1a rd man upon his aompletion of so.oh 

requirements. Apin we see no gift 1n baptism as Hol.7 

Soripture offers, but rather a part of the wozik-righteoua 

scheme. 

The :Uormons have lntrocluoad the "Baptism for tlle 

dead" ainoe baptism is essential to the highest glory of 

salvation. the Mormon argues that Oh!'iat did fol' men that 

which they oould not do for themselves. In fom.er diapan

sationa the offiolatins priests were permitted to aot in 
..... . 

the plaoe of others. Tharefol'e •"'"""'"' dontinuea I man llllQ' be 

baptized in the plaae of others who have died without bap

tism. The Hormone are known for their aoourate genealo

gies whioh have bean traoed baok for many generations. 

They have compiled these reoorda for the pul'pose of per-

4'1. Oharlea w. Penrose, !Jt• oit . 1 p. 11;. 
48. James E. Talmage 1 .21!.• !.ll• 1 p. 122. 
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formlna baptisms by pro'JQI for relatives who ware not bap

tized in the true oha.roh. - !!hey say ooncernina those 1n 

the spirit world: 

If they are iudged aaoordlng to men ln 
the. flesh, lt wou d evidently be un.1uat, if 
they should not have the benefit of all the 
ordinanoes and privileges that pertain to the 
living. To the question, hon oan the dead re
oeive the ordlnanaea of the GoapeL there oan• 
be but one answer - ll proxy; by the vioarloua 
~o~ks of the living. . 

Small ohlldren do uot need baptism beoausa they are 

sinless. Baptism is neoasaar;y as one of the laws and or

dinanoes of the Gospel, but the sinless are exempt from 

suoh l a-r,a. 

Th.a fourth prinoiple of the laus and or41nanaea of 

t he II Gospel" la that of la.,vlna on of hands for the gift 

of the Roly Ghost. ~a means the bestowal of the Holy 

Ghost upon an individual through one of the members of 

the pr1esthoo4.ti0 "The spaaial offloe of the Holy Ghost 

ls to enlighten and ennoble the mind, to purity and saao

tify the soul, to 1no1te to good works, and to reveal the 

things of God. 1151 !aleae gifts oaa be had on11" through 

the priesthood. !fha gifts are an aid to salvation ainoa 

~alvation la earned by good works. However, it m11at be 

noted that only those "who a.re entitled to Ria tuitioJJ" 

will receive inareaaed powers of intelli..,noa from the 

49. ?:ranklln n. m.aha:rda, .21!.• .!!1• , P• 42. 
60. James B. !J!almage, ..22,• ill.• , .P• l.66. 
51. Ibid., P• 167. 
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Roly Ghoat.62 

He will sane aa a gaJ.de 1D thiDga 41v1.ae 
wito all who \1111 obey H1m. enlightening evel'y• 
mnn. in the meaaul'e of hla humility and obe
dienoe; unfolding the JQ'ateries of God 1 as the 
knowledge thua revealed 1111Q' effeot gl'eater 
ap11'1tual gl'owth; •••• aanotlfylng thoaa who 
h"vo been oleanaed thl'OU&h obe.41enoe to the 
requirements of the Goapa1.ntia 

The Holy Ghost la given in this apeaial way to those 

who pl'ofess their obedienoe to the lawa and ordinanoea ot 

the "Gos_pel." The exalted state 111 heaven oarmot be had 

v,.1 thou t the· besto\"1al of the Holy Ghost th1'ough the l1qlag 

on of hands. 

Article five·: We believe that a man must be 
oa.lled of God• by propheoy. and by the Laulns 
on .of hands, by those who &l'e 1n authority to 
preaoh the Gospel and aclm1n1ste1' 1n the ord.1-
nanaes thereof. 

Artlole six: We believe in the same organiza
tion that existed 1n the Primitive Churoh, viz., 
apostles, pl'opheta • pasto1'a, teaohers, evan
gelists• eto..-

Artiolea five and six deal with the m1n1atl'at1on of 

t he i~ord, and therefore are oLoaely related. The first 

states that ministers must be ordained by divi.ne author

ity. Unless the Holy P1'iesthoo4 retains 1ts div1ue ·su.c

oession the works of this ottioe would beoome invalid, 

henoe muoh depends upon this doot1'1na of divine authority. 

On this basis the llormona ola1m to possess the sole power 

of pel'foming valid aaoramental aota. A baptism outside 

p2. Ibid.,»• 162. 
53 .• ::.:til4. 
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of the Uormon body owmot be 'Val14 booauae lt la not 

porformed by a di vine~ ordained m1D1ater. Bo mar-

r1ab-'B (a saoramant to the Uormona) ls valid before God 

unless performed by a member of the dlvlne priesthood.. 

As Sortptural examples to illustrate the neoeaslty of 

the divine ord~atlon ,hey olte Boah, Uelohlaedeo, 

AbrallWll, Moses, El13ah, Peter. James, John.and others. 

"!ehey were not only ~ndowed r,1th the Holy Ghost, but 

uere also ap1>01llted and set apart to adm1D1ste1' needful 

ritaa 1n God's stead. What th~ sealed on earth by this 

authority v,as sealed in heaven, and what they loosed on 

earth ,1aa loosed 1n heaven. 11 64 !lhia 4ootrine has a great 

deal to do with the final salvat10ll of the Mormon • . they 

say, a person might believe the litormon dootrlnea and li'Ve 

aaoordi.ng to it, yet he would remain outside the Uormon 

Churoh if he were not reoel'Ved _lnto it by div1De author-

~ 1 ty thrOIJGh the laying on of ha.114.a •. 61> ~his would mean 

that he oou.J.d not a.ater into tbs highest state of exal

tation simply beoause he reoe1ve4 no dlspe.nsatlon of the 

\'lord and Saoraments by di ville authorl ty. It shows how 

man's aalvatiOll in Momonlam la not dependant upon Christ 

but upon human be1Dga who muat qualify to bestow upon an 

individual 'the p1'iv1legea of the highest slo1'y 1.n heaven. 

5?hs llormoaa olalm 'to -have divine aa.tho1'1t:, on the 

theoey that God haa taken the Oha.roh from the earth during 

64. Oharlea Wt Penrose, ~- 01 t. , »• 20. 
55. Ib14., l>• 24 -
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the timsa of apostasy. For axam»le, afte1' Ohl'lat the 

a»oatles bad the dispanaation of the "Gospel." But When 

people fall S.\i lJ¥ from the ohu:rah no one aou.ld reoe1ye the 

ordination to the 111'1aathood. "When the Pl'ioathood la 

onoe lost 1t oannot be ragalned merely ~Y the hopes, wlabal 

or acts of men.n56 "Vlhen there la no man living ln the 

flesh, wllo holds this autho1'1"ty 1 1ta restoration oan OJ2q 

be effected by the admlnistratiOJ2 of haa"fenly beings who 

formerly held it on the earth.n67 Joaeph Smith olalma to 

have reaeivad the keys of baptism for the remission of aim 

from J ohn the Baptist , \'I hen he appeared to Sm1 th 1n a vi

al on to restore this d1 -vine power. In the same mamu,r

Joseph ~1th reo91ved the keys m: ba»tlsm of the Rol.7 

Gho_st from Peter, Jamaa and John. !!!he latter 1a the bap

tism \"lh1ch Christ perform.e1cl. thus the \'lorld 8Jtiatod from 

the time of the apostles up unt1~ 1830 1 the time when the 

priesthood was restored to Smith, without the possibility 

of having a single »arson saved for the state of exalta-

ti on i.n heaven. 

The ohu.roh organlzatlo~ of the Uomona oonsists ln 

the folloWing: the presideno7 and two oounselors; twelve 

apostles. equal ln power \Vith the former; the seventies, 

special oitneaaea to the "Gent~lea;n68 elders, deaoona, 

pastors, teaohera eto.59 fhia arrangement ia au»»oaed to 

56~ ,.Ibid. 1 »• 21. 
5'i~ n;nr • . 
60. Ibid., P• 24. 
59. Juveni:U. Inatru.o1.or Off1oe, .21.• .!ll.•, p. 147. 
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to be exaotly a.s that 1n the 118\"1 TestSf!lcmt period• and 

it is oalled o. mark of the tr11e ohuroll. omaequently. 

t lle Iormon ala~ms hia 1a the only tme visible ohuroh 

on earth. The men holding the poaitiona 1D the ohuroh 

Bllpp osedly have exaotly the same fl1Dotio11 as dld the 

mon in t he Ne,, Testan1ent Chu.rah. "A churoh nhioh has 

not 1ns_p17ed apostles nor prophets, oEUJDot be the Churoh 

of Chris t. for these are essentiaL to 1ta full oonsti

t ution. 1160 The exalted state of salvation is dependent 

upon membe r ship in the true .visible ohuroh. ~he visible 

ohuroh ~as a divine ora9.Dization formed by Christ and un

loas the divine organization ia fulfilled the aots of the 

ohuroh a.re invalid. Here again may be seen the legalia-

tio basis of 1,tormon \'JO:rk-r1ghteouaneas. In Mormon theol

ogy 1 t is oertainly tme that Cllrist did not oome to offer 

graoe but to preaoribe laws whioh men mu.at follow 1D order 

to reach t he exalted state of gl.ory. 

Article seven: \'le believe 1D the gift of 
tongue a, p ropheoy • revelation, visions, heal
ing• inte rpretation of tongu.ea, eta. 

Artiole eight: Re believe the Bible to be the 
word of God as far aa lt ls translated oorreotl.7; 
we also believe the Book of Hormon to be the 
word of God. 

Article nine·: We believe all that God has re
vealed, all that he does now reveal, and we be
lea'Ye tha:t lie will yet reveal many great and 

60. Charlea VI. Penrose, .!?R.• ..!!!•, P• 24. 
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of God. 
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"The Latter-day Saints olalm to possess within the 

Olm.rah all t l1e sign-gifts »romisea. as the hari taga ot , 

tlie bel1ove:r. "61 The :ntomona amiahaaized tha gifts ot 

the Spirit to prove that Go41 a preauae was manifest 

amon them. This via.a pa1-tioularly true at the begln

ning. 62 Sinoe then many of the spaoial gifts of the 

8,pirit have fallen into disuse, whioh has givu indivi

duals opportunity to ohallenge the val1dit7 of the ahurah. 

The priests answer that the gifts are not among the aom

mon lay people for anything more th_an personal glli~o•• 

and therefore a man of the ohu:roh is not at stake.63 

!l'he guid.SJ1oe of the ohuroh la placed into the hands ot 

the priesthood. n One should not doub't the »riesthood 

beoaus e if there ia a.ny~h1ng wrong 1.n it God will sat 1t 

richt, 11 64 !fha present-dEcy' Momona alaim that l'evelaticma 

are still reoe~ve~ for gu14anoe of the ohurah. 

Mormons believe in 'the individual gifts of the spirit. 

The follcming quotation ia a referenoe _to the gift of 

tongues. "In the present dispensation. this gift, agaJ.n 

promised to the saints, is not 1Dfrequently maDites t.n65 

61. James B. falmage • .21!.• oi t. • P• 283. 
62. George B. Arbaugh, J!J!.• .!ll•, »• 6l. 
63. Ibid., P• lSO. 
64. Ibl4. 
65. James E. falmage • .2V.• .!ll.• • P• 224.. 
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The swno ia so.id of the sift of heaUng.66 Of the p:tt 

of _prophesy thoy o~: "In tlle ourrent 41spensatio~ this 

gift la enJ oyed in a flllness equal to that of any ·pre-
, 

oeding time. 11 G'l The gift of revelation la v·eey important . 
to the ohuroh. All of the new dootrlnes are based upon 

it. "Though it is the privilege of any paraOD to live 

so ~a to merit this gift in the affairs of hla apaoial 

oalli.115 , only those appointed and ordained to the ottioea 

of prss id.e11cy are to be ravelators to the people· at la•ge.n68 

Cl1riat :premised that speoified gifts are to follow the be

liever. "The possession of suoh gifts Dl'1 be takan there

fora as essential features of the Ohuroh of Jeaua Christ. 11 69 

From the seventh artiole 1t is evident that the mem

bers of the Chu.rah Of Jesus Christ of the Lo.tter ~ Saints 

have plaoed their faith in Jmman age.no1es. The gift of 
wl,id, 1),,a Mo•.,•"'' cA,i,. fl r•rre,rr 

tongu.ea, the gift of healing etoJ\ oan be the produot of 

psyohologioal oonditiOlla. the p:raotise oft.he Ohrlatian 

Scientists and enthuaiaatlo Goepel Preaohera proves that 

mental healing ia possible. In like manner mq the miraolea 

of the Uormon oult be oxpla1.nad. Renod their way of sal

vation is baaed ~n a aeries of bnman illuaicma. 

The eighth artiole ata,es the Mormon's belief 1n the 

Bible and the Book of Mol'JDon. To them the Bible la the 

produat of a fomar dispensation. "The Latter-dB¥ Saints 

6?. Ibid., P• 229. 
68. Ibl4~. P• 230. 
69. Ibid. 
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bol1ovo ta or1g1nnl records to b tho worcl of Go4 unto 

tranale.ted 

oor~Jot.l;,.,, tl1a trc.mslatlono a ro :rega.rdacl oo iaqua.ll;f au.

thont1a. n'10 Houeyer, t hl) trez1ala.tor mu.st be l opiracl in 

ordo1' to praaant t ho, t~11e Bible lD tl!lother lODlJllBCG• '11 

The 1ntorpr~tat1on of t h Blblo 1a muoh a1~:toront from 

t 1 t of t.10 Chriatlan lntorpra'fintlon. Tha proarc1tu11ve 

i'Ovo_0~1on oe 1Llustrat 4 b~ t he Book of noimon naoounts 

for t his·. T~1e .nook o~ l.tormon 18 an :iddecl rovalat1ou 

11l.1cl a a(lg n a\'.1 11 ht on th11 formar riaveJ.ationa; it ia 

i. 01i oui • a HKoro.n. 11 Tho e16111f1asnae o:f tho Book of uor

mou 1o i to el.aw ~o rastore tla "Goapel" of dWil. Ita 

1:rnital!" •.J r-a in:tlu.oaood a 3r.Ja.t de• l by the C pbollitoa. 

I t co t iJ:lt1 ~ar.i»bo1Lit'3 thoolOQ ana. tha .. ormo11 vc1rolon 

o • e1.-lcW1 tUJt1qu1t1ea. ~hough tha DOO ~ cf , omon r,ao 

th.a o·r1 ina:l sou.roe o:r 01'mon doo.tr1ne 1 t h:lo lost mu.oh 

of 1ta 1ufluan\le 111 tlla _ _presant oharoh. Otlklr revala

t 1on::, h:lva taka.n lto plaoa -to :tormul.Bte omon theoloa . 

for actual~ "Tllo :ilootl'iDB ancl Oovamuitan has mo.de or-
r. • 

rnonim uha.t it ia. • 

:£:ha ninth nrtiola oo.ooems the l'OYelnt1oll O'f God 

to r.m11. "~he 1J:leplred 11tteranoas af mon ullo speak b~ 

tho _ponor of tha· Holy Oho11t are so~lptura wato the paoJL d• 11 '12 



~his statoment evaluates the ravelatlona o:t the prlaat

hood. Upon tllls revelation 4ape.n4a all autho1'1ty. ~a 

again it ls plain that the aalvatlon o:t the laymau la 1n 

the hands of the pri1Jathoo4. \Wlulteve::r the priesthood 

speaks, that tlle layman muat take as an o:raole :tram God. 

:Ravelatj,,cn oonstantly progresses. !he progresa1va rave~ 

lation hnFJ :Crequwitly brought oonfliots ln lfomon theo-. . . 
logy , yet they sa_v, oontinuad revelation la neoesaaey-

f o:r t be pre3ent oondi tlona.. "\'lhila the rav.olatlona o:t 

the past a re indispensable as guidas to the people •••• 

they rflllY no·t; be universally and direct~ applioable to 

the cir ownat anoes of suoaaading tlmaa." '14 !l!he founda

tion of the ohuroh is plo.oad upon this progressive reve

l ation. lt stands to reason that the ohu.roh oould not be 

very firmly grounded in pr1no1p1ea when it 1a established 

on s~uh a basis. 

Artiolo ten: \'la believe ln the 11 teral pthering 
of Israel and ln the restoration of the !en 
Tribes; that Zion will be built upon this ao.n
tinent; tbat Christ will reign perao.na1J.y upon 
the earth; and. that the earth will be renewed 
&.nd reoeive its paradiaioal glory. 

~he t enth artiole ls a statement of belie~ in the . . 
r,f11lenn1um. "The Millennium, wl th all 1 ts splendor, 1a 

but a mora advanaed stage of pre»a~tlon, b7 whioh the 

earth and its 1Dhab1ta.nta will approach foreordal.ned per-

74. Ibid. 9 P• 802. 
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f eotion.n'lfi Dll.rinG this pe:riod all tile true Israalitec 

will reign \11th Ohriet. \'/hGn Christ oomes to the aa.r1h 

to reign the tllo11se.nd years the true believers v1ill t:ika 

on 1mmor t al1 ty. All those righteous v1ho have diea. itill 

rise from the dead and live on the earth with Christ. 

Uo?t a l bci.nge:: ,·1111 a.lso live u»o.n the earth, but when 

t lla rege.nera:tio.il is complete there will be no more death. 

Tl'lis •will t ake place at tlle end of the thousand year re1p. '16 

1ur1D6 the Yillem1um ·the earth and its J.llhabitanta 

will not be perfect. 

Tllrougl1ollt the l.U.llennlum, the prooeaa 
of reganeration will oontinlle. Sooiety shall 
be purified; nationa shall exist in paaoe; wars 
slwll oease; the faroaity of beasts shall ·be 
subdued; tlle ea1•tll_, rel1eve4 ·1n great measure 
from the ourse of '&he fall, shall ye11d bowi
teously to the hu.sbuclmen; and t he plaDet shall 
be r edeemea..7? 

The heathen t"li.ll be redeemed during the lU.11•~• m. 

They uill not reoeive the exaltation of tho Mormons. but 

will reoetve tl18 privilege of aarvina the saints.78 The 

Saint a t11ll -own the soil, the :redeomed heathon t11ll be 

the toilers of it under the direotion of tbs Saints. Life 

n1ll be very prosperous under the world theoaratia govern

ment. The Old Zion will rema1.D to govern the world whloh 

existed at the time of "the pro»heta. The New Zion will 

75. Ioid., P• 375. 
'16. fhl4., P• 378. 
77. Ibta •• P• 37?. 
'18. Parlay :t>. Pratt, .ill! !!• . .2P.- .2!1• , 140. 
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be established at Indepenclenoe. Missouri. "!flm.a all 

nationo will bo aasooiated 1n one great brothemood. 

A universal theooraoy will oement the whole body pol1-

tio."79 

Artiole eleven: \'le olaim the privilege of 
worshiping Almighty God aooo%d1Dg to the dio
t ntaa of our o-cm oonso1anoB 9 and allow all 
men the s ame privilege. let them norahip how, 
Tille re • or v1hat they IIUQ'• 

Artiole twelve: Uo believe in being aub~eot 
to kins , presidents, rulers, and magistrates, 
in obeying, honoring, and auata1Jling tlie law~ 

Artiole thirteen: ~e believe 1n being honest. 
tr11e 1 chaste, bonevolent, virtuous, and in do-
i ng dood to all men; 1ndeod9 we .IDIQ' BQ tlmt 
,;ve f ollow the admonition of Paul - we believe 
all things. we hope all things, r,e have en-
durod many things, and hope to be able to en-
dure all things. If there la aqth1ng vir-
tuous, lovely, or of good report or praise
v,orthy, \"le seek after theae thlnga. ---Joseph SIii.th 

The Mormons state aooo:rcling to art1ole eleven that 

tlwre must be freedom Gf religion. R8l1g1oua 1ntoleranoe 

is unacriptural. &'veriJ man will reoe1ve in the here~tar 

the exaot punishmont or l'&Ward aaoo:rcllq to h1a deeds on 

ea rth. For this reason no one should take it upon him

self to interfere w1th an 1Dd1v1clual1a oonaolent1oua be

lief. "The Ohuroh holds that the right to wo:rahip aooord-

1ng to the dlotatea of oonaoienoe haa been oo~erred upon 

J11aJ1 by a.a authority hlghal' than any of earth; and that, 

in oo.aaequanoe, no worl~ »owe:r oan 3ustly lntorfere w1 th 

, ?9. Ib1d. 9 P• 141. 
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its exeroisa.n80 

It i s easily undGratood t ,hat the Mormons should up

hold suoh a dootrine in their doaumento. Beaause of 

their strQJlge anti-aooial praotisea whloh are a reB11lt 

of their t heology they themselves have o1:tan not been 

tole rated. on tlle other hand. nhere the J,formons have 

hell f~ll authority they have not tolerated others among 

them. Bl 

The ormons ola i m to be good aitlzena. aub3eot to 

the oivil gove rnment. It is tme that they obey the laws 

of the l and in order to keep i,eaoe. "llherefore • be sub-

3ect to t he po~ers tl t be• un~11 he reigns whose right 

it i s to reign . and subdues all enemies 1111de:r his feet. 11 82 

But it ,is also true that the Uo:rmon thinks primarily of 

a theooratio government. fhe present government of the 

land is not the divinely ord.alnecl• government. In deaol'ib

ing what the Book of Homon teaohea oonaerning goval'nment 

t ha following remark applies: "Kowner. as the oivil and 

and ~he eoolesiastioal powers were unally vested together. 

the king or chief .1u.dge ganeral.ly being also the high priest• 

so. James E. !L!almaae • .BJ!• 01.t. • P• 398. 
81. Bill R1c1cman. Br1~•'i""11eetroyinf Anf el. !tlhe life of 

Bill Hickman as written a book of oon ess on is illus
trative. He lived under Brigham Young. the euooess or to 
Joseph Smitl1. Hia life is a story of hideous orimes. moat 
of them murders. wllich \Vere carried out at the oommand of_ 
Brigham Young. Hickman himself had ten wives and twenty
six ohildren. Ke died a despondent oharaote~ beoauae he 
realized hio, life's error of ~o1ning the Mormons. 

82. James E. Talmage,~- oit., P• 422. Passage quoted 
from Doctrine and Covenanrs. 
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there are oomparatlveq few admonltlons of alleglanae 

to the oivil authority as dlatlnot from that of the 

Prleathood."83 It follows that should the ordailled 

priesthood deolare a oivll law ooutrary to Uomon doo

trtne, the oivil la:w would be 41aobeyed. 

The way to Harmon salvation la a bold ayatem of 

wol'kPrighteoupess. On that baaia it la but natural 

that they should endorse artlole thirteen. Uor~a are 

oonsidered more i mpo~tant than apeolfio dogmas. Indeed, 

as a oonoluding remark the following quotation ls appro

priate. 

tforrt1011ism may be oalled a oongloma:rate. 
It is Duddlliatio in that 1 t proclaims a sol't 
of transmigration of souls. It la Uobarnrnell\an 
in its oarnal oonoaption of heaven. It la 
Jewish in its lesaliam. It has a Ohrlatian 
veneer in the Biblloal namea and terms whloh 
it usea. It vies with Rome in the pe:rfeotion 
of i ta llierarohlofll government and J.n 1 ta olaim 
of eoolesiaatioal auprema.07 over the state. Its 
prophet proolaims himaeli the infallible mouth
piece of ~d, as does the Pope. In. philoaoplq' 
lt ls mater1al1st1o. It has moh in oommon 
with SJ.)irltlam and praotlaea faith-healing, as 
do the Christian Soientiata.84 

83. Ibid., P• 429. 
84. Popular Szmbolios, P• 445. 
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