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PRETACE

The author of this thesis became interestaed in Jor-
mon theology whon he met a Moymon Elder while making a
community canvasse In a two hour discussion the elder
impressed upon the author the "Christian" character of
the llormon culit. He gpoke of the atonement of Jesus
Christ, Baptism, Lord's Supper and even Luther's Refor-
mation. Is the lormon Church a Christisn Chureh? To

Tfind the anawer to this question the author has under=-
taken to investigate IMormon theology om the basis of

Mormon theological literature.

The purpose of the thesig is to make oelear the lormon
concapt of salvation. The development of this econcept
necessitatas a complete discussion of the liormon philos-
ophy of life. The thesis will show the unchrisgtian
charaotex of this philosophye.

The author wishes to express his gratitude to Dr. F.:.
Mayer for his helpful counselling and suggestions in

writing this thesis.



INTRODUCTION

The Church of Jesua Christ of the Latter-day Saints
had a very interesting beginning. Joseph Smith founded
the cult in 1830 when he published the "Book of Mormon."
The true origin of the Book of liormon has bsen tracad
to an unpublished manuseript written by Spaulding, a Con-
gregational clergymene The manuseript was a novel which
puxported to be the religious history of the American In-
dians. Spuulding gave the manusaript to a printer to be
published. Before the printer was able to work om it the
nanusceript disasppeared. Sydney Rigdon, a young man who
spent many idle hours in the publishing house has been
ascuged of stealing it. The theory is that Rigdon becams
interested in religion when he read the novel. As a ra=

sult he Jjoined the Baptist Church and goon obtainsd a li=-
cense to prsach. Upoh his dismissal from the Baptists

becaune of hig herstical preaching he joinsd the Campbel-
litese In the intereat of the Campbellites Riglicn trave-
eled congldsrable distances to prasach. In this way he
met Jogeph Smith. Joseph attracted Rigdon's attention
bacauge of his distinctive personality. Their casual ac-
quaintance developed into intimate friendship. From the
collaboration of these two men came the new system of sal-

vation.
Joseph Smith had gained loczl publicity through his




great imazinative powers. TFor a time he olaimed he

could locate treasuras by means of a pesp-stone. AL

the age of thirtesn he said he had received visions from
God, The foundation of the llormon ocult rests upon thase
visiongs. They were about some golden plates upon which
were written revelations from God,"inseribed in Egyptian
Hieroglyphics by the Prophet ilormon.’ The Mormon accepts
Smith's olaim of finding these golden plates under God's

Airectione With the golden plates Joseph found the "Urim
and Thummin," cevystal like balls; in which to gaza to find
the translation of the golden platea. The result was the
"Boolt of Jiormone™ In roality the Book of lormon is nothing
put plagiarism with a few of Rigdon's ond Smith's ideas in-
cluded in ite It is made up of Spauldinds novel, the Dible,
carfbellite theology and controversial subjects of that day.l
The gecheme of the cult is based on the assumption that
God withdrew His holy pPriesthood from the earth during
times of apostasy. The Church was taken from the earth
after the apostles. God again rastoiad the Church to the
garth by ordaining Joseph Smith to the Priesthood in a
gupernatural waye. Thus Josseph Smith is considered by the
Mormons an iaspired prophet through whom God brought back

the church to the carth.

l. Ceorge B. Arbaugh, Revelation in lormonism.



The success of the Mormon founder in gaining converts

is remarkabie. During the first year, 1830, Smith'g

disciples increased from six members to one thousond. &
In 187 about 75,000 Mormons were living in Utah. The
lgﬁnggéorteﬂ 678,217 Mormons in the United States. lor-
mon aggrossiveness may bYe seen from their translationsz of
ths Book.of lormone A guarter of a century aftey the cult-
had ita beginning it was translated in nearly svery Euro-
pean language.3

Mach neraccution marks the early stagez of the Mormons.
The persecutiona brouzht them westward where they sought
a haven of refugee. Ki.rtla.mi, Chio, near the shore of
Lake &rie, was the seene of thelr first temple. TFrom hare
they went to western Migssouri. They tried in vain to =8-
tablish Zion in lissouri, but had to flee, whersupon thoy
attempted_ to build the temple at Nauvoo, Illinois. It
was nearly completed when again persecution forced them
to leave. lere an army of 5,000 men was gatharsd and
trained to fight the "Gentiles." At Nauvoo Joseph Smith
was killed, and his successor, Brigham Young, took his
place. At ihis time a small faction broke away Irom
Brigham Young's group and followed Sidney Rigion forming
®phe Church of Christ."4 Other bodies existing today

2. Farley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theolozy, p. &
Se Ibid. Pe 82«
4. George B. Arbaugh, Ope cit.




which have broken away from the main group are "The

Chuych of Jesus Christ" (Bickerxtonites),"Phe Church of
Jogua Chriat" (Strangites), and "The Reorgainized Churech
of Jesus Christ of Iatter Day Saints."® The majority
who followed Brighom Young went to Council Bluffs, Iowa,
iamaining there for only a short time. 1In 1847 they mi-
grated to Utah, settling at Salt Lake City. Since that

tine the Mormons have continued to enlarge thoir kingdom.

S. United States Bureau of the Census, 1936.
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HAPTEZR ONE

A System of Vork Righteousness

Our Lord says in the twenty-fourth chepter of St.

lMatthew, "Foir many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many." 312 Hormon Cult ful-
fils this prophecy., It olaims to be''in sole possession
of the truc Gospel of Christ. The naue which the Mor-
mons have applied to themsselves, "The Church Cf Jesus
Christ of the Latter-Day Saints," is a usurpation of
Christ's name. The study of liormon theology shows that
it has nothing of true Christianity in it. When Christ
spoke the prophetic words guoted above He yeferred to
such grcoups as claim His Name, but by their tsaching
deny 1it.

There can be only two possible sytems of obtaining
salvation. The first ies by works. In this system man
eams salvation by performing deeds which God rsecog=-
nizes as worthy of reward and accepts them as sufficient
payment for all sins the particular individual has com-
mitted. Tho other system of salvation is that of



vacelving it an a pura gift from God without any

worthinass in men. The latter im the Christian system.©
Holy Soripiure suys mankind ia saved by ths Work of
Jagug Christ, Cod's only Son, whoe sguffared and died for
the sinsg cf nane Seripture cleayly points this out in

T Johnt L, 7: "esseeeand the bLood of Jemua Chrint hin
gon cleanaath us from 2ll nln.® It gshould nlso be notod
hat man doeg not and ecannot contribute to his aslvation
from sine 3Sphesiaona 2, 6.9: "For by grace are y8 saved
thyough f£aith; and that not of yoursal.vas: it is the

#ift of God: not of workag, last vany mon should boaal.”

Thorefora accowiing to God's Vord man is saved by Grace
alone without moritorial work ag o contributing fectox
in mane.

Yernon doctirine cloariy violatea Seripiure's
principlo of "eoln gratvia,;," salvation by grace alona.
defore antering into the philosophy of thelyr religzion
stotenants £ronm Mormon sourcos shall be guoted to 1lluge
trate their atreonz belief in work rightocuaneas aog the
avatan of obtaining salvation. "“But as eazeh person is
gailty of his own sins, o he must comply with the cone
ditiocus which will entitle him to the benefits of Chriat’s

atonement Tor hils own zins."™? "On account of the magni-

Ge John Thecodore Tumellor bhristmn Dozmaties, pe Ge
7« Charlies Ve Fanrone, ligrmonT Doo ootr!fo,' D= 4.



tude of sins commitied, wepentance is not always followed

by forgiveness and restoration."8 According to these
gstatements man is dependent upon himsel? for the forgive=
ness of sin. Other statements may be quoted in which
this principle is stlll more evident. "That is, repent
now, and believe in Jesus Christ, that you may be for=
given vhen he whom you have slain shall coms again in

the days of the restitution of all thinga; and preseribe

40 you the germs on which you may be saved."® And in
their so-called divinsly written Soripture the following |
gstatement occurs. "For they shall be Judged according

to their works, and every man shall rsceive according

to his own works, his own dominion, in the mnahsions

which are prepared."l0 It is true that Christ is fre-

guently mentioned in connsctiioh with their sysiem of sale-

vatione. However, thelr teachings make it plain that it

is not Chyisi's work which counts, but man's work. "ie

believe that, through the Atonement of Christ, all man
Ikind may be gaved by obedience to the lawis gnd ordinances

of the Gospel."ll According to lormon theology Christ
igs the Saviour of méen in that He made valid ithe prescrip-

tion which Ne gave to man which he mist follow in oxder to

be gaved. Phe following statement iz illustrative.

8. Franklin D. Richards and James A. Little, A Com-
Eendtum of the lootrines of the Gogpel, p. ~2Bs

lo.ﬁames B. Talmage, The Vitality of liormonism, p. 323.

. Ibid. p. 62.
- : PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRAK)
~~ CONCORDIA SEMINARY
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"He, the first-born among all ths gpirit children of
Cod, wag to come to sarth, clothed with the atiributes
of both Godhood and menhood, to teach men the saving
principles of the eternal Gospel and so eatablish on
earth the terms an conditions of salvation."}? There

is no Gogpel in "terms and conditions of salvaiicn.”
Thege words show & pure pagen scheme of work-rightecuge

1ne33. And to bring cut gtill nore forcefully this hea=
then atiitude toward salvation the follcuing is cited:
S0 far ag I am parsonally rasponaible for sin! I, and
I slone am accountabla. This is just."ld These state=
nents are not vagus. Mormounism has a cleare=cut conie
ception of the dooirins of worke-righteousness, both as
to its implications in this life, and to the life to
come. “After man is raised from the dead, he will be
judged according to his works, and will receive the re=-
ward and be cousigned to the sphere exactly correspond-
ing to his former deeds, and the preparations or gquali=-
ficatlons which he possesses."14 Can therse be fTound in

guch statements the faintest spark of Chrigtianity?
Hence from thelr own writings wo see the pagan system

by which they wish to gain salvation.

12. Ibid. Pe 49.
13. Ibid. p. 62. _
14. Pariey P. Pratt, op. oit., p. 126.



An understanding of the Iformon soncept of sal-

vation camnot be gained by simple roforonces Lo their
pagan philogophy of work-righieousness. Theix whole
concept of man is an integral part of it. Tharefore

the ormon philosophy of man must now be congidered.
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CHAPTER TWO

YVhat Is Man?

THE PREEXISTENT SOULe Ilenm have at all times
wregstled with the problem of man's beginning. Philos-
ophy has never advanced a satisfactory explanation for
the first life upon earth. Religions have usually at-
tributed man's existence to God's creation. The Genesis
record likewise states: "So God ereated man in his own
image, in the image of God orsated he him; male and female
created he them." With Christian faith man does not find
it diffiocult to accept this record. Yet it does not ex-
plain to human reason the many gquestions concerning man's
origin. But in the nineteenth century the MHormons claim
that God gave a more satisfactory revelation in answer
to this great question, “wpat is man?" It is intereating
to0 note how they trace his history beyond the Ganesis

record into eternity.
The exact time of creation of man's entity is not

gspoken of. Iian is referred to as an "eternal" being Just
as God is eternal. Mormon theology speaks of him an




existing in sevoral different estates. In hig first
estate man is a spirit. When a child is born it simply
means that another spirit has taken on flesh and bones.
The Mormon philosophy contends that all things, whather
spiritual or temporal, ave material. Hence the spirits
are not something intangible, but they consigt of matter.
They have bodies similay to the mqrtal bodies in the
flegh, Ths spirits are defined as "aggregates of re=-
fined material atoms and have more power when placed in
bodies begotten for them."l® The spirits have intelli-
genca. The intelligence of the 8p1r1£ is important to
the ultinate salvation of the eternal man. The spirit's
intelligence is similar to man's. It recognizes good
and evil and chooses between them. Through experience
it increases 1ts intelligencea. mha lormons have made
no speculation or revelation concerning the spirits!
origin other than that they were begotten by the Hea-
vanly Father. It seams that they do not have a elsar.
notion on the origin of the gspirite They say of men,
"mon is of eternal nature and of divint lineags."l6 In
contrast the following statemont is made: "Spirits are

begotten by goda and goddesses, who have functional

15. George B. Arbaugh, op. sit., p. 100.
16. James E. Talmage, Ope oit., p. 242.




bodies like ours."l? If they are begotien by gods and
goddessss they could not be eternal according to logical
thinking. Perhaps no better description eould be given
the gpirits than the words of a membar of the liormon
cults
This individusl, spiritual body, was bo=-
gotten by the Heavenly Father, in His own like-
ness and image, and by the laws of precreation. -
It was born and matured in the hsavenly mansions,
trained in the school of love in the family ocire
cle and amid the most tendey embraces of parentd
and fraternal affectione In this primeval pro=-
bation, in its heavenly home, it lived and moved
as a free and rational :Lnta].ii.gsnca, acting upon
its own agenoy, and, like all intelligence, in-
dependent in its own sphere. It was placed under
certain laws and was respongible to its great

Patriarchal Head, This has been called a wfirast
eatatel” .

Particular attention should be given to ithe quotation
above which refers to the intelligence of the spirit. The
whole scheme of salvation of man evolves from asd revolves
about intelligence. Iormon writers make it a point to
speak of individual differences of men, whereupon referencs

is made to a fundamsntal principle of democracy as is
written in the Dsclaration of Independence, "All men are
created free and egqual.®™ A HMormon writes: "But it is neni-
fest folly to earry this conception of the legal equality
of citizenship to the extreme of assuming that all men

are alike in capacity, ability or power."1® The spirit

19. Jamag E. Talmage, Ope. gite., D 236
17. Georgs Be. Arbnugﬁ,'%g; olt. p. 100.
18. Parley Pe. Pratt| Ope. cit. P b7.
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advances before it enters mortal flesh as it makes use
of its intelligence. The mcre the spirit grows in in-
tolligonce the greater becomes its power, and thse greater
in powex it becocmes the higher in ability will be the
body into which the spirit enters. Just how the spiritg

come to have differsnt or varied initeclligence is not
gtated, but ascording tc all indications it is by their

own uae of the intelligence which they were given when
ersated. A Mormon author writes: "So far as we can peer

into ths past by the aid of revealed light we see that
there was always gradation of intelligence, and conse-

auently of ability, among the spirits, procisely as such
differences exist amongst us mortals."20 The spirits,
having the choice of good or evil, gain more intelligence-
as they choose the good. With more intelligence tha
gpirit has more powar becsuse it has more control of mat-
tere If ths spirits choose the evil they may become less
intelligent and hence less powerful for power is gained
by intelligence. This might be called the key note of
their plan of salvation, because thaiv ultimate goal is
power and glory. The source of varied talents in mankind
is thevefors traced to man's preexigltent soul:. In reality
the process of his salvation is begun before entry into
the world by mortsl flesh since salvation is acquired

20. James E. Talmage, Ope ¢it., pe. 240



through advancement of the "eternal being.” This takes

us to the plan of salvation as continued in man's se-

cond eatnte. !

THS CROAYION OF MANe The llomaon story of the world
oveation reminds us of the fuseipa$1ng fairy tales chile
aren love 10 nhear, Joseph Snmith, the inspired prophet,
glves ug an interesting account of the creation of the
worlde The lead of the gods had a council meeting with
the leszsexr godse The supreme head ig the god addregsed
as God the Father, snd the Father of Jesus Christ. o
has more intelligence thon all the other godse The Fo-
they conceived an idea which would peymit all the gpirits
%0 acguire the powver of mastering nature. The plan viasg
to take of the geli-axigtent materials, assemble then,
sud make an eaxrth cf them. Ihe materials were not created
for all matier is eternal, but simply arranged into form.2
Thig earth was then to be the abode of "embodied" spirits,
the gecond estate of etermal man. The firsl two bodles,
Adem and Eve, were ithug creaited and placsed upon the earth. .

The oreation of man had its purpose for the salvation
of the spirvits. Vhen an immortal breaks a iaw of the lm=
mortals he becomes mortale In other words, mortal man was

made to embody the spirit whioch did not follow the exact

2l. C(Ceorge B. Arbau.gh, ODe. cit., D. 108.



lows of naturo.®? It would logleally foilow ihat more
tal man L3z a deg»adation of the gplrit, but this is not
30 The embodied spirlt 1a in a highox position than |
the unombodied. Foar this roason tha spirits eligible

to antar into tho mortal atote of man is not confined

to those that broke a lawe. Ia order to hava greater
Joy and greater developmant ali spirits must enter into
nortal :f.'lssh.25 Human exigtence is aimply anothor stage

of the eternmal being.
When this eteraal being enters thig world to become

nan he is unconsclous, awakening in the world with no
knowledge of the past.24 The eternal baeing is placed
upon the earth in the form of man to0 provide for his
further development in intelligence. However, God placed
man on the earth a parfect creature withocut sin. In his
perfectness man could not enjoy the goodness of the Fa=-
ther becaunge ha did not kunow what it was to be inflicted
with evil. Thoersfore to procesd in the unending chain

of progress man had to fall into sine.

THE FALL OF MAW. Up to this poiat we have ccnsidered

ihe preexisicnce of man and the purpose of man's creation.
The next step in the lMormon order of salvation is the fall

of man. Mormon theology mays the £all of Adam is not a

22.Charles W. Penrose, ope. 6it., ps 43.
23.George B. Arbaugh, op. cite, De 233.
24, Parley P. Pratt, op. eit., p. 57.
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secornful errory in the history of man but rather it is
essenbial to the way of salvetion. To the Chrigtian

the fall of man meant a fatal mistuke. A3 a resulit of
it man was osiranged fyom God, which meant eternal con-
demnation for him, "For the wages of sin is death,"
Romens b, 12, But the new and strangs revelations which
has come to the lormon ssers says directly the opposite.
In Hormoniam the fall is a great blssging ag their "ine
spired" wrevelution indicates:

«esseswsBlegged be the name of Cod, fox
baeause of my transgression my eyss are opened,
end in this life I shall have Joy, and again
in the flesh I shell see Col. VWers it not for
our tranggwession we nevar ghould have nd seed,
and revey should have known geood and evil, and
‘the joy of our redemption, and the eternal life
vhich God giveth unto oll the obedient. '® .

God gave Adam two commondments. One commandment

was Lo yefyain from eating the forbidden fxuit, the othef,
to be fruitful and muliiply. In Adam's stalte.of holiness

life would have remained exactly the same. He could not
have followed the command to be fruitful and muliiply, for
Eve had been thrown out of the Garden of Eden becesuse of
her sin. Eve'ls sin geparated her from Adam. Therefore
in oxder to be fruitful and multiply Adam had to sin

to become unholy that he might be reunited with Eve. Be-
ing reunited with Eve Adam was now able to have children.
Fe therefore had to break the commandment to remain holy

25. Joseph Smith, The Fearl of Great Brice, loses 5,
YoEe11 R T
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in order to fulfil the commend to multiply.Z6 Thig
appears to be a gtrange inconsistency, but this ig the

teaching of the new rovelation. The Book of Mormon de-
geribes the situation thus: "
And now, behold, if Adam had xot trange

gressed, he would not have fallenj...And all

things which were crsated, mugt have remained

in the sane staltGee...ind they would hove had

no childr@flece«esehaving no joy, for they lnew

no migery; doing nc good, for they knew no sin

eccecsoddam fell that meh might be; and men are,

that they might have joy.&27

It is imperative to their system of salvation that ne Me=on
man should be fruitfule. TFrulitfulness iz a mesns to the
ultimate goal which they have in mind. Without procycatim
of children the countless spixits yet in the aspirit world
would have no way in which to progress. From the kormon
doctrine on the fall of man it is evident that this group
which culla itgelf Y“The Church of Jesus Chrisi of the Iate
ter Day 3Jainis" lLias compleitely turned the Christian doo-
trines topsy turvyl Another link has now been completed

in the steps toward gsalvation. But to understand the ne-
casslity of the fall we must consifder wvhy it is so importam

for each individusl to have off-gpring.
WHY PROCREATIONY The final aim of the liormon is to
attain unending power end glory, just as the greatest

god has attained at the present time. Since man is an

26. James E. Talmage, The Articles of Faith, p. 475
27. Joseph Smith, The Book of liormon, Il Hephi 2, 22-26
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off«-gpring of deity he 1s of divins linesgs, and cone
sequently, the Mormon congiders himself a potential god.
Jogeph Smith gives proof for such a statement when he
payg: "God Himself was once as we are now, and is an
exalted man, end sits enthroned in yonder heavens."28
The very God whom they call Father developed to His high
astate by the same process which man now experiences in
his advancement. Concerning man's advancement to God-

hood the Doetrine and Covenants soys:

Then shall they be Gods, because they
have no end; therefors shall they be from ever-
lasting to everlasting, because they continue;
then shsll they be above all, because all things
are subject unto them. Then shall they be Gods,
becauge they haove all powar, and the angels are
subject unto them. Verily, verily I say unto
you, except ye_abide in my law, ye cannot attain
to this gloxry.=2?

Here is set forth the prineiple that if the laws
aré kept which have been precsribed man will become a
god. Unless man producses off-gpring his potentiality as
a god will not be realized. Consequently the next step
clogar to salvation is precreation.

It was stated above that man's ultimate goal is to
attain unending powsr and glory, just as the greatest god
has attainede. To be eligible for such a high estate cne
must be the parent of off-spring for parenthood is the

28. James E. Talmage, The Vitality of lormonism, p. 272
29. Ibid. ps 247 S



is the beginning of this glory and power. A man is the
hegd of his family. The larger the family which he has
the greater is his power. It naturally follows that to
recelve benefit in heaven from the power which a mon gains
from this relation on earth, this family relation-must
continue in heavene TFor that reason the better start a
man has in produeing bodies for the spirits wvhile on earth
the greater power he will have after this life. Even here
on eaith man can be oalled a little god.

Added to the purpose of enhancing his cun glory the
iformon thinks cof all the spirits yet to be embodied in

moytal fleshe The more mortal bodies he can provide for
the spiritis the higher he will stand in yelation to the

other gods becaouse of his good wWorke

Closely allied with the doetrine of prooreation is
the lormon practise of polygamy. Even though the Hormons
have submitted to the present laws of ocur country they
caunot tiuthfully claim to have given up their dootrine
of polygamy. If this were true they have given up a fundee

mental stepping stone to their salwvation. "All good MMor=
mons who by polygemy con have large 'kingdoms® will Like-

wise become gods."S0 Polygamy was one of the most impor-
tant doetrines of Joseph Smith. '

Ag an argument to Jjustify the plural marriage they
use the Scripturzl grounds that i1t is not sinful to marry

30. Gsorge B. Arbaugh, ope. cit., p. 104




after one wife has past on to eternity. They say that

the man will have both wives in heaven. If such be juati-
fied in hoaven surely it is not wrong tc marry more than
one wife here on earth.®X As a matter of fact a man will
not have both wives in heaven for the ingtitution of mar-
rilage doen not continue in hsaven. latthew 22, 30: "For
in the resurrcetion they neither merry, nor are given in
marriage, but aro as the angels of Cod in hsaven." An-
other argument advanced to justify polygany is the vir-
tuous women who should have opportunity to marry a good
hugband. TFrequently the good husband she wants is already
marricd. She ghould therefore be permitted to marry him
that she might enjoy the companionship of a good mateed2
To subgtantiate the fact that the Iiormon places great in=-
prtance upon marriage it is noted that he refers to it

a9 a sacrament.®® Another says of those who do not marry
that they bscome only angels and not gods. They become
the servanis to the "Royal Family of Eeavén, The Princes,
Kings and Priests of Eternity."34 Consequently "outside
of marriace the salvation of man would be incomplete."30

Salvation could not be complete becaugse man could have
no great power without a large family over which to rule.

dl. Charles Ve Penrose, Ope. O:I.t-, Pe 5l.

32. Juvenils Instrotor Office, A Hand-book of Refarencs,
Pe 100.

33e. Ibid. p. 99.

4. far[ay Peo l’ra.tt.q ODe 011"-. pe 1l6l.

35. Franklin D. Richards, op. eit. p. 117.
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Polygamy is practised so that as many children may be
had as possible. Thelr iunterpretation of Ephesians

6, 22 "The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ

is the head of the Church" is peculiar to this dosctrins.
In referencs to the passage it is said, "eg Christ is

ct;rnally the head of ths Church, so is the hugband eter-
nelly the head of the wifo."®® The begetting of children
likewise dces not end with thig life. Proereation ig the
main reagson a man keeps hig wife after this life. Withe

out her he could not coniinue tc advance in powere.

MCREAL MAN, OHE STAGE IN AW ETIRNAL PROCESS. As
astated previously, man enters this world completely obli-
vious of what hag heppened to him in the world of spirits.
He may have been one of the leas intelligent spirits.
Should this be tyue with an individual he could explain
hiz own insfficlencies. Ilomon theology says the explana-
tion 1s simple. Ths gpirit of that person was one of the
gpirits vhich did not conform to the perfect laws. On the
other hand the individual who enjoys the peek of health,
good fortune, fame and the like may be the result of one
of the good gpirits. Man comes into this world with native
ability exactly in accordance with what he has deserved
according to the spirit vhich inhabits this tabernacle.
"fhe gpirits of all men in their primeval states were in-

telligent. But among these intelligances some were more

56« Ibid. Pe 1l8.



noble, that is to say, more intelligent than others."3”

Thig accounts for the differences to be found in mankind.
But regardless of the differences, man is placed in
the state of mortality for a speciiic purpose. If a man's
tabernacle is inhabited by cne of the lesser 1ntelligant
spirits the man has o chance to grow in intelligence, and

make up for what his preexistent spirit lacked in compari-
son with other splrites. He not only may make up for his

lack, but gain sven greater powsyr than othsrs. If a man

does not make uge of the intelligence he has he will be-

come less intelligent rather than become mcors go. If how=-
ever, he "mskes good" during this perioed he will bs closer

to the ultimate goal of salvation. Further teating aweits mexs

in the next stage of life if man fails to mels the proper
prograss. Talmage descyibes man's mortal life as to iis
plece in the eternal existence of his soul when he zays:

Our life in the fleah is butl onms stage

- the urge of t *s etornal progres
gnlink ggnggotfng %ﬁeag%%rgitiga pasg Wrih the

eternitiss yet to coms. The purposs of our
moxrtal probation is that of education, training,
tricl, and test, whereby we demonsirate whether
we will obey the commandmants of the Lord our
God and mo lay hold on the boundleas opporguni-
ties of advancemant in the eternal worlds.9®

Tife is as God, that is, without beginning and withoub
ende Man is Just part of that huge oirele. M"To every

37. Parley Pe. Pratt ODe cit. De 68.
8. James L. Talmagé, Ope. cIt:, Pe 238«



atage of development, as to every human life, thers is
beginning and erd; but each atege 1z = definite froetion

of eternal process, which is withou® beginning or end.*39
The life of man in humen exigstence can be called 2 part

of salvation itself. It is a step higher in degree than
the firat estate becanse the mortal body is 2 highex

devalopment than the spirit.
Thus far we have considered the development of man
in yelation to salvatlion up to the point of his death.

First it was noted that all nen are etsrnal beings, having

preexistent souls. Then in oxder to permit the advancement

of the souls a body was oreatdd for them. However, two
bodies gave tabernacles to only two of the preexistent -
spirits, consequently Adam and Eve ware commanded to multi-
pPly. This introduced ths Mormon doctrine of procreation
with its inmplicaiions as to man's salvation. It was noted
that tﬁa moye bodies procreated by the human being the
higher he advances in power becauge he becomes thae head

of so many more people. Hence the liormons have allied
with their procreative scheéme the polygamous marriages.
And finally the life of man was considered according to
its placs in the scheme of salvation. lortal man merely
occupies one short period of time, or one stags of the

aternal procegs of the soul. Now let us see what the life

after death holds in store for man.

39. Jomes E. Talmage, one. ceit., p. 24%2.




CHAPTIER TIREE
The liormon Heaven

It has been stated that all things in Mormon theol-
ogy are tenglblec. Lverything is subjeet to the feslings,
emotions, or =sseunses which man hagse As 2 result the lor-
mon thinks of heaven as a place very similar to this
earthe Hs even expectis thig earth to bescome heaven in
future times. In the earlier days of Mormonism this fact
stood out more plainly. They seemed o be confident that,
as a people sent from God, they were to become ithe ruling
power of the United States, and eveniually the world.
Their first attempt to build this earthly kingdom was in
Kirtland, Ohio. The group having just heen founded the
Ilormons met with such opposition that they were forced to
move. At about this time God revealsd to Jossph. Smith

that Indspendence, lilssouri should be the centsr of the
Mormon Xingdom whereupon the first mj.gratiqn to the VWest

bogen. For a short while the group flourished until they
again were forced to flee. - At Nauvoo, Illinois they organ-

ized an army to resist by foroe. Thsy also worksd out a



plan whereby Joseph Snith should ba elected president

of the United 3States, and Sidney Rigdon, his close
assoclate, as vice preasident. They made further pro-

vision, should this fail, by contraecting a congiderable

area of land in Texas where they would begin their earth-
1y kingdon. Iut before any of this materialized Joseph
Smith was asgsssinated. Beeause pergecution continued

at Nauvoe, Brigham Young, the prophet following in Smith's

foot stepms, led the group to Utah. To the present time
they are working fanatieally to build their kingdom on
carthe The ecyrthly kingdom is a part of msalvation itself
for it ig an early stage of the heavenly kingdon.

The cult holds %o the revelation thaet Independence,
Iigsouri musgt some day be the canter of Iformon povier.
Since that tiée hag not yet come the Mormons seem to have
lost hope that they will be established at Independence
prior to the great Millennium. ithen that period comes
the land of North and South America will be yuled from
Independence, the New Zion. The members of the liormon
cult are proud today of what they eall a great patriotism.
They oleim that their young men are very anxious to aid
in the protection of the Americas because byyfhay protect
the "promised land." North and South America is the "pro-
miged land" which Cod promiseé to the Jewish iribes. Vhen
‘ the liillennial period comes Chriast will also come to the
earth to rule, and all the righteous, who are the liormons



that have obsyed the iaws and ordinances of the "Goapel,m

will rige from their graves to reign with Christ. Ths
righteous people living at that time on tho earth will
raceive an immortal bouy.4° The Hillennial poriod will
b2 another stago in the salvaiion of man's aternzl soul.
During 1t the earth will bo a beautiful placs on whioch
to live, Tor progparity and peaocs will ba supreme uunder
thae efficient theocracy.

In order %o understand fully the Mormon concapt of
golvation it is necsesaary to congider their view on man's

eternal oxisience. It moy be said in genoral that the
ilormon pet theory 1s eternal man's successive stages in

life, cach gtage being a higher form of glorye. The Tirat
13 called man's "first estate," representing his prsexisiant
soul as o gpirit without a mortal body. iHis second esiate
iz the exispiteuve in mortal flesh upon this sarthe. At death
man passcs into the third estate which is enlled the "world
of spirita."4l The third egtate is ths "probationary
sphere."” After the third estate is the bodily resurrection
which is called the fourth eastate. Ths Hillennial period
may be sald to exist in tha fourth estate, although some
who live during the Iiillennial period will not have lived
in the third estate, but will take on immortality without

40. Janes Ee. Talmage op. 0it. D= 175«
41. Parley T. Pratt,tgﬁf'aIf., pP. 57.




entering into the third egtate. For clarification of

the stoges of man's cxistence a reference may be made

to other Icrmon categories. The unembodicd spirit is
the first entets; the emhodied spirit ig the gecond |
eotate; the disembodied spirit is the third estate; |
he wesurrecbed boldy im the fourth aotate.2® Dhe first

stage of malvation after man's life on earth is the third
eastates In the presesnt discussion of the lormon heaven

the third estste iz now to be congidersd. _

Ag the term "disembodied" spirit indicates, eternnl
men is again without a boldy immediastsly succeading hig
1ife on earth. In Joxmon theology the righteous psople
#0 to that part of the spirit world which the 3Jeripture
colls "ropadige®4d They say the temm "Paradinse" ig used
in contrast to the "prison" tensnied by the disobedient
spirvits. Reference ig made to I Peter 3, 19. 20. YBy
which algo na went. and preached unto the spirits in pri-
son; which gomeiime were disobedient, when once the long=-
guffering of Cod weited in the days of Xoah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherin few, that iz eight soula wers
saved by water."44 They do not distinguish between the

"Paradise" and the "prigon" as far as the location is

42. Ibid.
43. James k. Talmoge. op. cit., 261.
44. Ibid.



concerned, as the following quotation indicates.

The people swept off by the flood of
Hoah, wore imprisoned in the world of spirits,
in a kind of hell; without jJustification, with-
out tha truc knowledge of God, or a hope of
rasurrection, during those long ages vwhich ine
tervenei between the flood and the death of
Christ,. 40

The quotation refors to a "kind of hell" oxisting

- ww b sl |

in the world of spirits. Therefore in the world of
spirits are both the "kind of hell" or "prison" and
"Paradise.,” The unrighteous shall go to that "prison®
where they receive jJust punishment for their sing, while
the righteous go to the "Paradise."46 Tha majority of
people, the Catholic, Protestant, Jew, liohammedan, athe-
igt, etec. Theoy enter the spirit world to receive more
opportunity for salvation. It is obtained in exacily
the game manner as prescribed on earth, namely, by obe-=

dience to the laws and ordinances of the"Gospel."™ For
this reason the Iformons carrxy on preaching in the world

of spirits. Iiexre the command to preach the Gospel to
evary creature is finally realized. "In theﬂworld of

gpirits there are"Apoatles. Prophets, Elders, and members
of the Church of the Saints, holding keys of Priesthood,

and power to teach, comfort, instruet, and proclaim the
Gospel to their fellow=gpirits, after the pattern of
Jesus Chrigt."47

46. James E. Talmage, op. Gite, De 202.
47. Ibide. pe. 134.

45. Pﬂ.!la'.'f Pe I’rﬂtt, 4th ed.-E _0_2. ﬂit.' Pe 136.



But the increase in knowledge of Christ does not

necesgarily mean there will be an increase of happiness.
M,eeesll death the spirits of all men pass to an inter-
mediate state, in which they associate with their kind,
the good with the good, the wicked with the wicked, and
g0 shall endure in happiness or awful suspense until
the time appointed for their resurrection.™® From these
deseriptions of lifs immediately after death we under=-
gstand it to be a probation. The liormons also will be
on probation, their duty during the time to be preaching
the "Gogpel.," The llormon Saints have progresssd much
farther than other men because they obeyed the "Gospel"”
while on éarth. The probation is therefore ralative,

varying with the individual.
The spirit world is a separate stage in the process

to the ultimate goal. The Heavenly Father andaChrist do
not live in the spirit world:49 The ultimats goal is to

live with the Fathey and Christ and to be like them. "Thus

within the soul are the potentialities of godhood. Such
high attainment is specifically the exaltation of the

goul as distinguished from salvation. Not all who are
gaved in the hereafter shall be exalted."®0 Hence the

gpirit world is an early stage of the Mormon heaven, a

48. James E. Ta '¢%ﬁ' cit. p. 66,
49. Parley P. P Qe , Op. eita. De 120.

50. Jamsa EH. Talmage o 015., De
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atep nearer to greater happiness. It iz "a pluce of wait-
ing for the resurrection or redemption of the body."5L

On the other hand to those who deserve it, the world of
spirits is a place of punishment, a purgatory or hell,
whore spirits are buffetted till the day of redemption.
The world of spirits is a part of salvation because there
the spirits may grow in knowledges The culmination of
the sojourn in the spirit world will be a bodily resur-
reciion, at which time the soul will take on flesh , in-
corruptible and eternal. MNMan will then live eternally
in his specific realm of glory.

The location of the spirit world is the present
world. This world has its tempsal apd gspiritual sphere.
The temporal wiorld is inhabited by m;rtal human beings,
while the spiritual side of the temparal world is inhabited
by the spirits. The spiritual beings are normally invis-
ible to mortal beings. However, it is possible to discern
the invisible world by a supernatural power.

world?oad;ggggg Rgi%ﬁg §{e§g§3§§tigetgﬁig g:%&

by spiritual element, the vail must be withe

drawn, or the organg of sight, or hedng, must

be transformed, so as to be adapted to the

gpiritual sphere. This state is called vision,

trance, second sight, clairvoyance, etc.b52

During the period of probation in the gpirit world

bl. Parley P. Pratt, 4th ed. op. ecit., p. 132.
62. Ibid. T



the ultimate glory of the soul is determined because

easch individual will receive glory exsctly in accordance

to his worthiness. It follows that therse are many de-
grees of glory, but the klormon theologian has convenient-

ly clasgsified them into three main divisions which they
tern the teleztlal, terrestrial and celestial glory.

The souls that receive the telastial glory, the
loweat grade, are those which were cast in the "kind of
hell” as mentioned previouslye. They are distinguished
from the people who once belisved the "Gogpel" and later
rejected it, for these have no promise of salvation.
Those who receive the telsstial glory took action against
the "Gogpel" while living on the present sarth, having

nevey been converted to it.

Thoge who were cast down to ths depths
for their sinsg, who rejectad the gospel of
Jegus, who pergecuted the saints, who reveled
in iniquity, who comnitted all mannar of trans-
gressions except the unpardonable crime, will
also come Torth in the Lord*s time, through
ihe blood of the Lamb and the ministry of His
disciples and their own repentance snd wililing
acceptance of divine law, and enter into the
various degress of glory and power and progress
eeveeThey wille...have an eternity of usefulness

and happiness in harmony with the %1gher poviers.
They receive the telestial glo:y.5

Below this stale of glory is condemnation where

we find those who were onee liormons but turned against

Mormonism. Those who recelve the teleatial glory real-

P rove I

ize their errcr while in the spirit world and show their”

53. Charles W. Penrose, ope. cit., pe 57.



and acceptance of the "Gogpeltwhile in the spirit world.

The resurrection after the probation in the spirit world

consigts in taking on an eternal irneoxrruptible body of

flesh. They will be extremely happy in their sphora of
glory because there has been no previous experience
more joyful.

liormon suthors say little about the_terreatrial
GLorye anorable and regpectable people, who howsver
were blinded by the craftiness of men, receive the ter-
restrial glory. "They will not attain to the gifts of
increagse and dominion and the fullness of the highest,
but will enter inte their rezt, which shall be glorious."54
o doubt all Protestants, Catholies, Jewish and pagan
peoples who lived o decent life will enter the terrestrial
glory. However, they too will be excluded from salvation
if they roject tha "Goapel" in the spirit world. It is
characterigtic of all systems of work-rightecusness that
by good works all men will be saved. ILikewise in liormon
theology it is certain thot few will be without salvation.
Salvation 1s made possible for those outside the Iormon
cult by constant progression of the souls whether in this
life or in the world of probation. One might loglecally
conclude that those in the lower degrees would finally
raach the higher degrees of glory. Howevar, the progres-
sion will be within cortein well defined lines. "The :

54. Mﬂ Pe 56.




inheritors of any gpeclfio oxder or kingdom of glory

nay advance forever without attaining the particular

exaltation belonging to a different kingdom or orxder."dd

The celestial world is the third degree of glory.
Only good Hormons will attgin to the ceelestial, for it

1s the ultimate and higheat goal, attained by those who
adhere strictly to the laws and ordinancss of the "Gospel.
After probation all men will rise with their immortal
body, at which time thé"will enter with flesh and Dbones
inte the third degree of the celestial glory. The first

object hie has in .mind is to live with the Father and with
Chrigi; the gecond object is to become like them. It has

boen giated that man is eternmal, begotten by divins beings.

iiis parenis were gods; his essence 1s identical with God
and because of the identical essence with God he hag the
ability to become 1lika God. Tha"divine seripturd" of the
Mormon remarks: "Then shall they be Gods, because they

hava no andj...Then shall they be Gods bscauss they have
all power, and the angsels ars subjeot unto them. "6 Tha

Mormon thinks of heaven in terms of life here on earth.
Conseguently their "heaven" is a satisfaction of man's
carnal desires. The Mormon's aim is unlimited honor,
glory and powere This unlimited power ia alroady basgun
on earth by bscoming a father to many children. As pre-

bbe James K. Talmage, op. oit., p. 269.
56. Ibia.A. Pe 247«



vicualy mentioned the family relationship shsell con-
tinue in the hsreaftewr, for sex is said to be an eternal
quality whioh has 1%s equivalent everywhere.57 In hea-
ven a man shal;. continue his sexusl relation with hisg
wife, ox wives, and by reprcduction of off-gpring his
glory becomes greater. Ilis pover increzses because he
is the ruler of hisg family.

Reproduction of off-spring also glorifies the Eternal
Tather. As growth tokes place through the celestial mare
riage the need for new worlds ariges. The Eternal Father
then cercates new worlds and thus He oo inoreages in greate
negse In this way in an unend.i.ng cirecle the majeaty and
powey of fathex and children continues Lo grov.

Thege new worlds which God creates are the heavens
for eternal men to enjoy as a god himself. These worlds
ure comparable to the present world in which we live.
hen human reason attempis tv defino heaven it can dc mo
only in concepts with which man is familiar. This accounts
for the fact that the Mormen says the joy of hsaven consists
basiezlly in four principles: life eternal, love eternal,
peace eternal, wealth eternzl.58® Applying human standards
they define life eternal as a gpiritual intelligsuce, em=-
bodied in the likeness of iis own spscies, and clothed with

an outward tabernacle of eternal incorruptible flesh and

67. George B. Arbaugh, Evolution of Mormon Doctrine,
Pe 1l64.
58. Parley P. Pratt, op. cit., p. 62.
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2 1n otler words eternal life is obtained when

borzege
men enters the heavenly kingdom with flesh and bLones.
Iikewise love eternal implies the relationship to othex
beings of the pams gttributes. This is the principle
on which Mormons base their claim that family ties must
be of eleynal duyation. When they define heaven ag poace
eternal ihey mesan the development of eterual law and goveirn-
nent. This law would be 1n itself truth, goodness and
powere "Any govemnment short of this, could never guar-
antee eternal peace."®0 In their carnal concept they
think of heaven as & place of tangible wealth. A pose
sesaion of eternal wealth implies that "eterncl man must
possess o certaln portion of the surface of some eisrnal
planet, adepted to his ordex or sphore of existence."6l
The portion must be sufficient in size to accomodate his
dependebiss. If he hag an excecdingly large family his
portion will be relativaly greater. Waturally the greater
the portion the greater the man®s glory oxd power will be.
Therefore the MHorymon goal is to be rulexs vver such proc=-
perty. A lormon author deseribes this eternal inheritance
in the following woxrds:
Sternsl gold, silver, precious sitones,
and other preciocug materials would be ugeful

in the erection and furnishing of mansions,
and of public and private dwellings or edifices.

59. I’arley Pe Pra’i‘.t. 4th Ego. 22. 011'-., De 59.
60. Ibid.
Gl. m.. pe 60.




[hess e@difices combined, or arranged in wis-

dom, would constitute eternal citiss. Gar-

dens, groves, walks, rivalets, fountains,

flowersg, and frults, would beautify and adorn

tho landscapo, please the eys, the taste, the

gxgg%%;o?:%a:hgg contribute gladnesa to the

.

The Ho.l..y %gc:fiptura nges gimilar lansuage to de-
soeribe the gloélous ';'b'arnal home which w2 ghall inherit
but Jeriptursl language is figurative, while the Mormon
anthor hers doss not intend to apealz figuyatively. In
the miﬁa of tha lormon heaven is a place very similaxr
%o the world in which we live. It ig a pexfact world
wiithount sin, consdouently no sorrow of aay kind. Psople
will nover die, but continue to live and raproduce, Tha
richan of the greatest mlers in the present world axre
mnt tovs whon compared to that of the next.®® Sinca the
dark color of men's gkin is a result of Cain’s asin all
golored races will hove a white skin in heaven.®4

In this Mormon heaven nman will be sble to nmove with
zroant gpeed. "There is no appavent limlt to the gpsed
attainable by the body when wiachainad, sst fr»se Lfrom ths
elements which now enslave it, snd dictated by the will."®
The human body which comes forth from the resurraction
"will, like the riscn Jeaus, ascend and descoend et will

and with a speed nearly instontoneous."S6 s will com-

62. Ibid.

63e i’urIay e P!af‘ﬁt. Ibid., De 63. :

64. (George B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Lormonism, pe 120
65. Parley P. Pratt, op. oite, De 146.

66. Ibid. Pe 147,
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manicate with other gods like himéelf. "Planets will be
visited, mogssages communicated, acquainfances and friend=-
ships formed, and the sciences vastly extended."67?

The lormon doctrine of heaven brings up several pro=-
blemse In liormon theology there igs a plurality of gods of
which the Father is the greatest. If there is a plurality
of gods bis.problem is, how can there be unity among them?
Another problem concerns their eternity, for even.though
the gods are eternal they beget children who become :gods
like vhem. Thé eternal beiﬁg conflicts with prooreation
which implies a begimning. Similarly the doctrine of the
progression of the gods conflicts with the eternal . laws
wiich govern all matter. By intelligence they gain con=-
trol of the elements, and organize them into new worlds.

In gpite of this doctrine they say the universe is controled
by definite laws. Even the gods are subject to these laws.

ffhile God governs all His creatures, He Himself is governed

by eternal law which He never violates.58 Thus the crea-

tiveness of the gods conflicts with the scientific eontrol

of the universe. And again, according to the lMormon theory

all things are material, both worldly and apiritu#l substance.
Cliive thal #hers i3 @

For example, thespreexigtent soul made of material substance

conflicts with the spirituality of the soul.®®

67. Ibide.

68. Charles W. Penrose, op. oit., p. 12.

69. Geoige B. Arbaugh, Evolution of }Mormon Doctrine,
ps l1l64.
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SUIMARY

From what hag been presented it is evident that g =
the Morymon concept of salvation is obtaine3'3§f§5£:£:§:""'
then aystem of work-righteousness with no place fecr the
work of Christ. The process of salvation begins when
the preexigtent soul attempts by means of knowledge to
control the elementa. The preexistent soul increases
ita intelligence when it takes on mortal flesh becoming
men. Ilan, hia mundene life being only one stage in an
eternal process, continues the progress to power and
gleorye Vhen man leaves the life on earth he entsrs the
world of spirits which is a probation where he continues
t0 earn salvation until hig resurrection. At the resur-
rection he takes on immortal flesh to live aa a gode.
This is the final stsge where man, if he has obeyed the
lawg and orainances of the "Gospel," meetg God the Father
and His Son Jesus Christ. NMan, now a god, continues to

inerease his pover and glory becoming like unto the Father
and the Son. The heaven in which mon lives aa a god may
be described in Mormon Theology as a glorified earth where

life is as we experience it today, except that it is with-

out death ox sorrowve.




PART II

Examination Of The Thirteen Articles
¢f The iormon Faith
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INTROIIGTION

The Hormons have published thirteen articles asg
an expression of their faith. The articles are couched
in Christian terminology. Their missionaries freguently
endeavor to oreate the impression that iormon thsology
is Christian. But the fact is, as the first part of
the thesis has shown, the central theme of liormonism ig
a system of coarse viork-righteocusness. At first glance
the Mozmon articles of faith do not reveal their unchrig-
tian character. Becauss the articles sound very Christian
it is necegsary to investigate the interpretation the lNor-
mons place upon them. An explanation will show that the
Mormon concept of salvation as presented in Part I per-
meates their whole theology. Therefore the thirteen arti-
clag of their faith are to be considered in Part II.
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THE THIRFSEN ARTICLESL

The first article: Ve bolieve in God the Eiernal

Father, and in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the

Holy Ghoste.

The firat article gives the.impresaion that the Mor-
non ig fundamentaily a believer in the Christian Trini-
tarian God. However, thelir exposition of it is polythe-
istics Ve note that not one word is said about the unity.
fhere can be no Trinity without unity, in fasct, the lMor-
moin emphaticzlly denies the unity. The three persons do
not make up one god but rather three distinet and separate
godse. "That these three are meparate individuals, physi=-
cally distinet from each other, is demonstirated by the
accepted records of divine dealings wiih man."2 Special
reference is made to Christ's baptisme At thig time John
gaw the visible tangible body of Ghriat. He heard the
voice of the Father from heavsn saying, "This is my be=-
loved Son in whom I am well pleased." He also recognized
the visible sign of the Holy Ghost.d “Ths_three person-

ages vere present, sach manifegting Himgelf in a different

l. Janmes E. Ta%maga, Articles of Faith, Passim.
2. Ibid. Pe 39.
3. Jomes E. Talmage, The Vitality of lormonism, p. 43.
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manner to mortal sense, and plainly, sach distinet from
the other."4 m"Each of the members of the Trinity is
called God, together they constitute the Godhead."® The
lormong call "sectarvian" coneepts of the trinity a sense-
less inconsistencye.

It 1s but another way of saying, that

there ig a God who does not oxist, a God who

is composed of nonentity, who is the negative

of all existiencae, who occupios no gpace, who

exists in no time, who is composed of no sub-

stance, known or unknown, aind who has no powers

or properties in common with anything or being

known to exist, or which can possibly be cone

cegived of, as ex&sting either in the heavens

or on the earih. :

The God the "gects"™ worchip, they declere, is as
pomarless an any of the visible idols set up by the hea-
then. Joseph Smith denies the Chriatian doetriye of the
Treinity nhgn he says: "lMony meh soy there is one God; .
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are only one Godl!l I s=y
that is a stransze God anyhowe..All are to be crammed into
one God, according tc mectarianism."? Thus thse lMormeon
view of tha Godhead is not the Christian Trinitarian view.
They look upon the Father, Son and Hecly Ghost as separate
goda in a polytheigtic manner. .

The unity of the CGodhead 1s not one in entity, but

one only in agkreement. It is called o type of unity in

4. Ibid. A 3
D James E. Talmage, ope ¢it., pe 40.
6. Parley P. Pratt, 43h ed., Ope. cit., p- 27.

7. George B. Al"ba.ugh. Ope. 011‘1-, De fGO.



attributes, powers, and purposes of its membora.8 . Eash
member of the Godhead ig pesriect, and therefors they
agree in all understandlug ond judgenenie "Under any
given conditions cach would act in the same way, gulided
by the same principles of unerring Justice and eguity."9
Their relation to sash other might bas compared to two
humen beings who axe in pevfaect agreement. The declagions
of the two individusls would ba ths name »egurdless of
whether both are present to make the decipion or not.
Between the twe individuals ther: is no union. They sine-
:plg have identiecal views, and have an identical make-up,
consequrently they act in identieally the game way. The
unity of the Codhesd moy be illustyated in this faghion.
Az & type of thig kind of unity XMoxmon theology cites
Christ?’s High Priestly Prayer in which He asgked that His
Digeiples ba praserved in unity., He agked "that thay all
may be one" asg the Father and the Son are one. "Christ

dsgired thut all should be united in heart, spirit, and
purposs; for such is the unity between His Father and

Himgelf, snd between them and the Holy Chost."10 fThe unity
of the Txrinity is not an egpential unity bui a unity in
agreement.

God the Father is the greatest of the thres gods in

b« Janes Ee malmage, Ope Oit.. Pe 40.
e Ibid-, Pe 41.
10.I51d., p. 40.
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the Godhead. There is no explanation for his superior
power. But in some way he got a "head start" over the

othor gods and attained a degree of intelligence exceed-

ing the combined intelligence of all other beings.ll
He attained His power by learning the laws of the uni-

versa and conforming to them. Hbrmon‘theology refers
to the Father as the highest god but it would seem that
there ia still a god higher since God the Father must
conform to the laws of the universe.

The Father is a personal being with the form of
man, for man was created in the Father's image. The Fa=-
ther is the first of the human family.

God Himself was once as we are now, and
is an exaliad man, and sits enthroned in ycnder
heavens. That is the great secret. If the veil
was rent today, and the Great God who holds this
in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all
things by His powar, was to make Himgel:? vigibla
- I say, if you were to see Him today, you would
gee Him like a man in form - like yoursslves in
all the person, image, and very form as & man;
for Adam wag created in the very fashion, image,
and likeness of God, and received instruetion
from, and walked, talked and conversed with Ekp,
ags only man talks andccommunes with another.

The power of this god is infinite. 7Yel since he
has a human form and is made of material subatance, "His

person cannot be in mowre than one place at any one time."1l3

God is underatood to . boe omnipresent through the medlium of

li. George B. Arbaugh, op. cit., p. 167.
12. James E. Talmags, VI%alIE of Mormonism, p. 272.
i1Z%. Jamesg T. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p. 43.




the Hely Spirit. God communicates by means of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is in no way mystically
united with the Father or in one essence with Him, but
simply communicates to all creation for the Father at
Hig wille In this way the Father is said to be present
everywhara.

God is said to be all powerful for He organized
matter. As a ¥egult of his intelligent control of matier
the universe operates in a parfect system. Yot God hine
gelf is subject to eternal laws. The laws are said to
zovern the most refined order of physical existence.l4
Since the Fathar is subjJeast to laws, man too, who ulti-
nately becomes a god, must be indirectly responsible to
the same laws. This introduces the Father's relation
to man with regard to man's salvaiion.

When the world was created it was done at the sug-
geation of the Father. It was all planned for the bene=-
fit of the spirits that they might advance in power.

When the spirits conform to the sternal laws they advance
in power, but on the other hand they retrogress when they
do not conform to them. Hence the gpirits are in reality
raspongible to the eternal laws, and not to the god which
the liormon calls Father. The Father simply made the plans

for his children, using his own intelligence for the bene=-

l4. Parley P. Pratt, op. cit., p. 44.
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£it of them. Men rmust therefore be thankful to God the
Father for having formulated the plan of salvstion, but
not for the gift of salvation. The plan has merely made
it possible for man to earn his salvation, for the re-
gponaibility of sin vemains with man. He is directly
regponsible to the Father for his sins and indirectly
responsible to the laws to which the Father must conform.
Even though the lMormon denies pantheism, this ig an evi=
dent trend toward pantheism bhecause there must be a higher
force than the Father. This higher force, or law, is in
reality the controling power of the universe since God
the Father is subject to it. The responsibility to an
exigtent law of this nature could easily be interpreted
a3 pantheisne.

The second phrase in the first article reads: "and
in His Son, Jesus Christ."™ The Mormons claim to accept
Jesus Christ as the Saviogr who came t0 redeem lost man-
kind. However, their acceptance does not connote the
Chrigtian aceeptance of Chrigte This is evident f£rom
their plan of salvation as it is worked out on the basis
of works.l The Christian accepts Christ as frue God, one
with the Father and the Holy Ghost. To the Christian Hs
is the only source of salvation having kept the law per-
fectly in man's stead, and having paild the penalty for

man's sine
Hormon theology says that when God planned the system
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of galvation for men He needed a saviour to complete the
plene It scems that the Father asked for volunteers to
perform this taske The Book of Abraham describes the -
choice in the third chapier, verses itwenty-saven and
twenty-eight: "And the Lord said; whom sholl I mend? And
one answered like unto the Son of lan; here am I, send nme.
And another angwered and gaid: Hers am I, gsend me. And
the Loxrd said: I vill deny the first. /And the second was
angry, and kept hot his first estate; and a% that day, many
followed after him."1® At this moment Jesus Christ was
chosen from smong the angels to serve as the Redesmer of

mankind, becoming next in authority to the Fathexr. He
was not identified with the Father for He was meresly one

of God's many children. As a child of the Fathsy Chriat

is no different from the Father in form, however, a sepa-
rate individual from the Fathex. "He differds nothing

from His Father, except in age and suthority, the Father
having the seniority, and, consequently, the right, accord-
ingz to patriarchal laws of eternal Priesthood, to preside
over Him, and over all Hig dominions, forever,and ever.'"lé
Christ does nothing of Himselfl independently of the Father,
One is subordinate to ths othar. Chyist does all things

by the authority of the Father since Hoe is of the aame

15. Jogeph Smith, The Pearl of Great Price, p. 9.
16. Parley P. Pratt, op. ceit., p. 40.




oind as the Fathored?

Chrint i= culled tha firvai-born cmong nll the
apirit ehildéron of Coldl.l® Although Chrint is now nonrly
an great and powerfal as the Fathey Ho i9 po more of die-
ving iincoge thon Abraham, David, Faul, or man living toe
doye Thevofcre the worl: which Christ porforned is not
nacansarily sny groster than that which any moc cou.‘.ﬁ havo
perfornad had mon basn appointed to 4o so. ™Ho ocne utho
accep(o ag o eality tho atonoment of Joosua Yhrint in Lo
alf of all unan-kind ean conailastently dony the eifionoy
of vicaricug service, in whioh ono perswmm officiates in
bohalf of ancthor, providod of couarss th € thoe L.bor be
doze by divine usppointmont.”iV She quotation eccontuaton
man's cliarnotor and loweyn ths charvacter of Chriut. lore
mon theology placosg man and Chyisi on Tho aand lavel.
shrist and man ave not agual in glory ot the progsemt time,
but the ponaibility oxists that man ocan attain the Lavel
of Chrisi's prenest nialee Shug sccopding e Normonian
it i a foot that Chrint ig aunothor oxulted man living in
tas i.«;suvénc umith the Fathore Eo g a4 boly oxuctly like
tho Father's, which is a body junst as man's bodye. Christ
in of tho namo O3nenco &3 pan, the difforyonce being in the
atate of excliatiocn vhich mon has not yot attaioed.sC 1p

L7 ?hs z&., e 4l.
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followg that tho work of Christ as tawght in Zeripture

ig donicle Soripture makos it clear thot Chyrist had to
be e Thoanth:rcpic Redecmer, for He was required to icke
the place of nman in porfoming a task oniy Cod could do.
In vhyistian thoeology Chrigt®s work paid the ponaliy LfoF
the giung of the aﬁtlm world; for both oviginal and aqtuaz.
aine Thig work of tha atonemont of Chiriat is completie.

In IMoymon theology the Atonomont of Chyist takes on
a far differont moaninge VWhen man Foll inio sin ha.*aas
o7tranged fyom Gode The astrangensnt rom God made man'

o movrial being, compelled to dise Tho death was not only

physicai btut prinavily 1t vwag spirvitual, or complete banie

ahment from (ode The Hormon says that since this wasg

the result of "one" individual act it would be unjust
that all men mugt suffor aternalliy in holl for it. Thore-
fore Chrigt comemto tho world to atone for that “ona® ine
dividual sin. Yhrough the rodenption of that “one® sin
which Adam committed, immortaliiy is agoin restored to
tho whole mmun vage. Illormon theology speaks of a unie
vorgal atonemant, but this universal atonement is marely
a cancelation of Adam's sine T"l“:'m;"t;niveraally rostorad
man'a lost immortality, as e iormon author wrlises: "de
migt look at Jeaus Christ in hisg true character of God
ond Saviow, in order to form o propey comospiion of the
great sacorifice which hags opened, to the human family




the woay to immoriality."2l liote the expression "the
greatl sacrifice whichh hoaz oponodes..the way to immortal-
i1{r." The burden of man's ain has not been talken off
his ghoulders and placed upon Chrisi's. Yeo..Atone-
meat is mado operative for the remigsion of gina through
individual compliance with the cond.i.'t.:l.ons explicitly amet

forth by the author of etzrmal salvation unto sll them
that obey him.ﬂzz

Another important work vhich Christ performed was

te give assurance to men that they will »ise azain. Just
89 he rose, g0 shall man rise who obey the loaws and ordi-

nonges of the Gospel. His resurrection proved the immor-
tulity of the soul.?23 .

Chrizt's woxrk ineluded the prescribing of laws and
ordinauces of the Goapel. He did not ushsr in a Hew Tegta-
meant era of "Cracse™ hut brought with him "laws” which man
mugt fulfll in oxder to reach the state of exaltation in
keaven. "As each perscn is guilty of his own gsins, sc he
aust comply with this eondlitions which will entitle him %o
the full bensfits of Christ's atonement for his own sins.'@4
The Mornmon gays there is no salvation but by Jesus Christ,
but this gtatement means that without the laws and ordi-
nances which Christ prescribad for man to follow, and with-

2l. ¥ranklin D. Riohards, ) Oit.. Pe 7Be
22. James L. Talmaga, Op. O te, De 64.

28. Charles W. Panrose, ope Git., D 44.
24. Ibid., p. 14.
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out the redemption of Adam's sin there would be no sal=-
vation. In spite of the Liormons' claim that Christ is

Redeemer, they have denied that Christ can save man.
Their plan of salvation is sald to be cooperative. The

abonement effected by the Lord Jesus Christ has only

opened the way; it is left to every man to enter thersin

and be saved or to turn aside and forfeit salvation.=d

In short, the lMoxmon wants to earn his salvation by worksl
The lormon ceoncept of salvation is evident vhen they

discuss Christ's work as being incomplete. \then Christ

gaid on the cross, "It is finished" He meant his work here

on earth is finighed. After His death on the cross Christ
went down to hell to preach the "Gospel"™ to the spirits.

The point to be noted is that Christ entered hell aftesr
hig erucifixion to preach to man how he could save himgelf
by performing certain works.

The whole scheme of the Iommon cult is baged upon

a@scvibed by them 7o Chyiol withswl preaf from Hely Jevipture

another gpecial work of Christ. Vhen Christ came He intro=-
duced to the world the pure doctrines and restored the

priesthood to the earth. The Church had been taken avay
from the earth. After Chrigt the divine priesthood was
again taken from the earth because of apostasy Just as be-
fore Christ. It was not restoréd again until Joseph Smith

received the divine ordination through supernatural means.

26. Jumes E. mﬂ.mge. ODe Oito' Dpe 50.
In Mormonism the Gospel has no other meaning than
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.
The Christian meaning is never employed.
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The third part of the firat article purports to be
a confegsion of faith in the third Person of the godhead.
The Iiormong bqlieve that the Father and the Son are cor-
poreal beings, but the Spirittis a substance like elec=-
tricity, galvaniam, magnetism, animal magnetism, spiritual
masnetiam, egsence, etee The purest of all thess gub-
stances of this nature is that of the Holy Spirit. The
aly we breathe, which although invisible to our sight, is
clearly monifested to our senss of feeling. Likewige is
the Holy Spirit. They go so far ag to claim that the com=
ponent parts of this substance mey be analyzed.26 uThig
substance, like all others, is one of the elements of ma-
terial or physical existence, and thersfore subject to
the necesgsary laws which goverm all matter, as before
enumeratel."27 "ilogt Gods have their parts agsembled in
one spot, but the Holy CGhost is digtiributed throughout
the universe."28 It seems that Joseph Smith vaguely con-
ceived of spirit as an offshoot of an original inert na-
ture. He says: "There is 1o such thing as immnaterial mat-
ters A4AlL apirit'is matter, but it is more fine or pure,
and can only be discerned by purer eyes; we cannot sce it;
but when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is
01l matter."29

26. Parlesy P. Pratt, 4th ed. op. cit., p. 8.

2"- Ibid.. 4t11 ed.. P. 199-_-

28. George Be. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mommonism, p. 100.

29. George B. Arbaugh, Evolution 2:_Hormon Doctrine, p. 166.
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The work of the Holy Spirit is fo give man or beast
intelligence. It arffects the instinet in animals. In

some meagure it enlightens every man,

llan, ignorant of God and his attributes,
increases in knowledge by experience and ob=

gservation, explores the fields of nature,
watches and experiments with the elements,

acquirese.....truths, makes discoveries....

thinks, in hig ignorance of the spiritual
elemenfs, that he acoomplishes these important
results Dy his own unaided wisdom, when the

are the effects of the workings of that uni-
vergsal spirit of intelligence which emanates
from the Father of light, without which man
would be 1153 the blind, who wander about at
noondayeses

The usual channel through which the Holy Spirit
extends its influence is the nerves of the body.3l The
Holy Spirit carries out the work of the Father and all

the Angels. %ingels and all holy men perform all their
miracles simply, to use a modern magnetic term, by being

in 'communication' with this divine substance."92

"This Holy Spirit, under ths control of the great
Elohim, is the grand moving camnse of all intelligences,
and by vhich they act."33 The work of the Holy Spirit
is to carry out the will of the Father. By this work the
individual beihgs in the universe can inersease in intel-
ligence. The greater the increase in intelligence the

cloger an individual is to salvation, or to power which

30. Franklin D. Richards, %%’ cit., p. 130.
3l. Parley P. Pratt, op. Olte, D 100. .
SRe Ibid-. Pe 103.

33e m—, 4th s_d_-. Pe 39
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constitutes his salvation. "Those beings who receive

of its fulnoss are called sona of God, because they are
perfected in all its attributes and powsra, and being

in communication with it, can, by its use, perform all
things."94 The lformons believe that only they have re-
ceived of the fulness of the Holy Spirit, and by contine
ued communication with it may progress to the attributes
of perfection. Other people have only partial enlighten-
ment, with which it is saild the nind 1s able to reason,
discern, judge, compare, comprehend and retain memory.35
Thus the Holy Spirit also has "its" part in man's pro-
gression to greater power. "It" places within the grasp
of man the possibility of atiaining powers through intel-
ligence, which is the means to salvation. It must be
noted that the Eoly Spirit gives these powers only to
those who are considered worthy of them. In this way the
Holy Ghost also fits into the scheme of work-righteousness.36

Article Two: lWle believe that men will be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam's transgressions.

It has been stated that Christ's work atoned for Adanm's
firat trangression which separated man from God. This Atme-
ment is universal, for all men,in that it restored immortall ty

to both believers and unbelisvers.® Sinee Christ did not

34. ij.d.-. 4th edo. Pe 4l.
55 oy ed.
36. James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith, p. 167.
» Of. pe 47 of this Thesis.
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atone for the actual sins of men it 1s evident that man
mgt suffer punishment for his transgressions. Unleas
man pays exactly the amount he owes he will not partake
of salvation. "The Book of Mormon teaches that men will
be rewardsd or punlished aooordihg to the degree of good

and evil done in this life."37

The punishment of man's sin takes pldce in the world
of spiritses He who has not been converted while living

on earth will go to & "purgatory" where he will receive
punishment according to his due, The punishment will be
without mercye. He will suffer a complete and Jjust rewazd
for his evil workse This "hell"™ will ba eternal in the
ganse that it will exist throughout ages, but the punish-
ment for sing will not go on for eternitys When each ine
dividual has paid the penalty he owes he will be placed
on the road to salvation.38

Even in the world of spirits man must earn hig way
to salvation. In order to be gturted on the road to sal-
vation each must accept and obsy the laws and ordinances
of the "Cospel." The "Gospel" ia preached in the world
of spirits. By this plan of salvatiog the msjority of
mén will eventually recelive salvation, although it will
net be a salvation in the exalted form such as the Iormons

roeceive. It will be of either the Terrestrial or Telestial

37. Charles A. Shook, Cumorah Revisited, p. 439.
38. Charles W. Penroge, op. cit., D. Db-
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glorye.

For a few there is no promise of salvation at all.
These few are ocalled the "ponsg of perdition." They wil-
fully turned away from the "Gospel" when they weres once
enlightened by it, thus committing the "unpardonable™ gin.
They receive the "second death.” It is said that about
ons=third of ths angels rebelled with Satan, these ars
living in the world of.the "seoond death."” "The gecond
death therefore is final consignment to the dominion of
Satan, and, of necessity, banishment from the pressnce of
God and Christ."2® After the thousand years reign of
Chrigt on earth Satan will be loomaed for a time. If some
chooge to follow Satan during this time they also will be
condemned eternally.40

Article three: We believe that through the Atone-

ment of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by

obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

Article four: e believe that the first prineiples

and ordinences of the Gospel are:; first,Ffaith in

the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentanece; third,

Bogptiam by immersion for the remission of sins;

fourth, laying on of hands for the gift of the

Holy Chost.

Artiole three states the system the Mormon $ellowsto
g2in salvation while article four presents the ccnditions
sttached to that system. The Atonement of Christ as pre=-

viously desoribed stones for Adam's transgression, and

39. Franklin D. Richards, op. oit., p. 302.
40. Juvenile Instructor Office, op. eit., p. 96.



does not effect the means by which salvation is obtain-
ed. IMan saves himgself® by obeying the laws and ordinances
of the Gospel which Christ prescribed when he came to the
~earthe.

The four principles mentioned in the fourth article
are not the only rules which condition salvation. For

instanes, coneerning the Sabbath the followling statement
cecurs: "The obligation is evidently as binding upon the

later-day Saints as it was upon their fathers, and they
in like manner will reap the reward of cbedience."4l 4ind
in regard to the law of the Tithe: "The law of tithing in
- its fulness raquires ths surplus property of membsrs com=
ing to Zion to be paid into the church as a consecration,
ané after that, one teath of their interest, or -inerease,
or earnings annuslly."42 The four principles related
auove are merely four of tha.main lawg to be followsd. The
whole scheme of salvation rests upon works. It is avidant-
that the Mormon definition of faith is really obedience
and not the "medium leptikon" which appropriates Chriast's
narite.

The second principle related in the fourth article
is repentance. "Repentance, then, is not only a confes-

gslon of sins, with a sorrowful, contrite hsart, but &

fixed, settled purpose to refrain from every evil way."4%

4l. Frankiu.n D. Rlohards. ® °1t.. Pe 226«
42. Javenile Instructor COfTice, op. oit., pe 96.
43. James E. Talmage, op. o6it., p. 1IZ.
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Repentance ias more than a gelf-acknowledgment of ain.
The three -steps of repentance are: "l) a convictiion of
guilt; (2) a desire to be relieved from the hurtful ef-
fects of gin; (3) an earnest determination to forsake
sin and to accomplish good."44 The real object of re-
pentance is goeod workse. When & men comes to ths know=
ledge of the Father and perfectneas geen in Him ho rea-
lizes his own weaknessges. With this realizaiion he
wishes to become more iike the Father. Ie wants to e
"relicved from the hurtiful effects of sin.” A3 a result
man ciraves the opportunity "of ahowing by good wiorks the
sincerity of lis newly developed faith; eand he will re-
gard the remission of his gins as the most deairable of
blescingse. Then he will learn thet this gift of nmercy is
granted on coertain specific comditions.45 uercy grented
onn gertain specific conditions cannot be o gift of merey
at all, but something earned.

The third principle acecrding to the fourth axticle
is baptism by immersion. Jogeph Smith prophesicd that no
nan could be baptized until his works showed worthiness
of it.40 With this condition of worthiness is the stipu-

lation that the beptism must be pexrformed according to the
cne and only correct methode In oxder to be valid the bape
tign must be by immersion, sdministoered by divine authority,

443 Ihid-. p. 109.
45. Ibid.
46. Goorge B. Arbaugh, Revelation in Mormonism, p. 60.
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and performed with the correct formula.47

The special purpose of baptism is admission to the
churche It is a sealing of the covenant with God. Be-
cause baptism is part of the ordained law recognized in

heaven it is essential to the highest glory of salvation.
"Justice forbids the granting of universal and uncondi-
tional pardon for sins committed excecept through obedience

to ordained law."48 Baptism is a bi-lateral covenant
concarning both God and man. IMan must uphold his agree=
ment to obay the laws and ordinances of the Gospsl, while
God promiges to reward man upon hig completion of such
requirements. Again we gee no gift in bapitism as Holy
Seripture offera, but rather a part of the work-righteous
scheme.

The liormons have introduced the "Baptism for ths
dead" since baptiaﬁ is egsential to the highest glory of
salvation. The llormon argues that Christ did for men that
which they could not do for themselves. In former dispen-
gations the officiating priests were permltte@ to act in
the place of others. Therefore s dontinues, man may be
baptized in the place of others who have died without bap=-
tism. The Mormons are known for their acourate genealo-
gles which have been traced back for many generations.
They have compiled these records for the purpose of per-

47. Charles Wl Penrose, Ope. Git., p. 15.

48. Jemes E. Talmage, op. oit., D. 122.



forming baptisms by proxy for relatives who were not bap-
tized in the true church. - They say concerning those in

the spirit world:

If they are indged acocording to men in
the flesh, it would evidently be unjust, if
they should not have the benefit of all the
ordinances and privileges that pertain to the
living. To the question, how can the dead re=-
ceive the ordinances of the Gospel there can
be but one answer = Rg proxy; by the vicarious
works of the living.

Small children do uot need baptism because they are

sinless. Baptism is necessary as one of the laws and or-
dinances of the Gospel, but the sinless are exempt from

such lawg.
The fourth principle of the laws and ordinances of

the "Gogpel" ig that of laying on of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost. This means the bestowal of the Holy
Ghost upon an individual through one of the members of
the priesthood.®0 "The special office of the Holy Ghost
is to enlighten and ennoble ths mind, to purify and sanc-
tify the soul, to incite to good works, and to reveal the
things of God."Sl These gifts can be had only through
the priesthood. The gifts ars an aid to salvation since
salvation is earned by good works. However, it must be
noted that only those "who are entitled to His tuition"

will receive inoreased powers of intelligence from the

49. Franklin D. mﬂharda. 2%. cito. Pe. 42.
60. James E. Talmags, op. eit., D. 1lG5.
5l. Ibid. p Do 167-
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Holy Chogt,. 92

He will serve as a guide in things divine
unto all who will obey Him, enlighfening svery
nan, in the measure of hig humility and obe~
dienoe- unfolding the mysteries of God, as the
knowledga thus revealed may effect graatar
spiritual growthj....sanctifying those who

‘ve been cleanged through ob%gianoe to the
requirements of the Gospel."d

The Holy Chost is given in this special way to those
who profess their obedience to the laws and ordinances of
the "Gogpel." The exalted state in heaven cannot be had
without the bestowal of the Holy Ghost through the laying
on of hands.

Article five: We believe that a man must be

called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying

on of hands, by those who are in authority to

preach the Gospel and administer in the ordi-

nances thersof.

Article six: Ve believe in the same organiza-

tion that existed in the Primitive Church, viz.,

apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evan-
gelists, eta.

Axrticles five and six deal with the minigtration of
the Woxd, and therefore are closely related. The first
atates that ministers_must be ordained by divine author-
ity Unless the Holy Priesthood retains its divine suc-
ceggion the vorks of this office would become invalid,
hence much depends upon this doctrine of divine authority.
On this basis the Mormons claim to possess the sole power

of performing valid sacramental aots. A baptism outsides

b?.. Ihido. P 162.
530 ibide
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of the Hormon body cannot be valid because it is not
performed by a divinely ordained minister. 1o mar-

riage (a sacrament to the liormons) is valid before God
unless performed by a member of the divine priesthood.

As Seriptural examples to illuatrate_tha necegssity of

the divine ordination they cite Noah, lielchigedec,
Abraham, ifoses, Elijah, Peter, James, John.and othsrs.
"They were not only endowed with the Holy Ghogt, but
werse also appointed and set apart to administer nesdful
rites in God's stead. What they sealed on earth by this
authority was sealed in heaven, and what they loosed on
earth vias loosed in heaven."54 This dootrine has a great
deal to do with the final salvation of the llormon.  Thsy
say, & person might believe the Mormon dootrines and live
according to it, yet he would remain outside the Liformon
Church if he were not received into it by divine author-
. ity through the laying on of hands.b® This would mean
that he could not anter into the highest state of exal-
tation sinply because he received no dispensation of the
Viord and Sacraments by divine authority. It shows how
man's salvation in Iormonism is not dahéndant upon Christ
but wpon human beings who must qualify to bsstow upon an
individual the privileges of the highest glory in heavan.

The Mormons oclaim to-have divine authority on the
theory that God has taken the Church from the earth during

64. Charles Ws; Penrose, op. cit. e 20.
55. Ibid., Do 24 » 2pe 52200 P
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the times of apostasy. For example, after Christ the
apostles had the dispensation of the "Gospel."” But when
reople fall away from the church no one could receive the
ordination to the priesthood. "When the Prisathood is
onca lost it camnot ba rogained merely by the hopes, wishes
or acts of men."56 “yhen there is no man living in the
flesh, who holds this authority, its restoration can only
be effectsd by the administration of heavenly beings who
formerly held it on the earth."5? Joseph Smith claims to
have recelved the keys of baptism for the remission of sim
from John the Baptist, when he appeared to Smith in a vi-
gion to restore this divine power. In the same manner
Jogeph Smith rsecseived the keys of beptiam of the Holy
Ghost from Peter, James and John. The latter is the bap-
tism which Christ performed. Thus ths world exlisted from

the time of the apostles up until 1830, the time when the
priesthood was restored to Smith, without ths possibiliiy

of having a single person saved for the statse of exalta-

tion in heaven.
The church organization of the liormons consists in

the following: the presidency andi two counsslors; twelve
apostles, equal in power with the former; the seventies,
special witnesses to the "Gentiles;"b8 glders, deacons,

pastors, teachers etc.%9 This arrangement is supposed to

664.Iblide., p- Z2l.
57 .

58. Tm.. Pe 24a

69. Juvenile Instructor Office, op. cit., p. 147.




t0 be exactly as that in the New Testament period, and

it is called o mark of the true church, cmmasquently,

the Hormon elaims his is the only tme visible church

on eaxrthe Ths men holding the positions in the church
supposedly have exactly the same function as did the

men in the Wew Testament Church. "A church vhich has

not inspired apostles nor prophets, connot be the Chuxch
of Christ, for these arse egsential to its full oconsti-
tution."%0 mhe exnlted state of salvation is dependent
upqn memberghipy in the true visible church. The visible
church has a divine orgenization formed by Christ and un-
less the divine organization is fulfilled the acts of the
church ave invalid. Here again may be seen the legalis-
tic basia of liormon work-righteousness. In Mormon theol-
ogy it is certainly true that Christ did not come to offer
grace but to preseribe laws which men must follow in order

t0 reach the exalted state of glory.

Article seven: We believe in the gift of
tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, hesal-
ing, interpretation of tongues, etc.

Article eight: We beliesve the Bible to be the
word of God as far as it is tranglated correctly;
we also believe the Book of kormon to be the

word of God.

Article nine: Ve believe all that God has rs-
vealsd, all that he does now reveal, and we b=
leave that He will yet reveal many great and

60. Charles V. Fenrose, Op. oit., p. 24.
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important things pertaining to the Kingdom
of God._

"The Latter-day Saints elaim to possess within the
Church all the sign-gifts promised as the heritage of
the believer."6l The lMormons emphasized tha gifts of
the Spirit to prove that God's presence was manifest
among them. Thig was particularly true at the begin-
ning.%2 Since then many of the spesial gifts of the
Spirit have fallen into disuse, which has given indivi-
duals opportunity to challenge the validity of the church.
The prieats answer that the gifts are not among the com=-
mon lay people for anything more than personal guidance,
and therefore a mayk of the church is not at stake.63
The guidance of the church is placed into the hands of
the priesthood. "One should not doubt the priesthood
because if there is anything wrong in it God will set it
right."64 The present-day MNormons claim that revelations
are gtill received for guidance of the churche.

Mormons believe in the individual gifts of the spirit.
The following quotation is a reference to the gift of
tonguess "In the present dispensation, this gift, again
promtéed to the saints, is not infrequently manifezt."65

6l. James L. Talmage, op. oit., p. 233.
62. Gaorga B. Arbaugh;iiy clte, De 6l.
63. Ibiﬂo. Pe 180.

64. Ibid.

65. James E. Talmage, op. cit., p. 224.
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The same is sald of the gift of healing.56 0f the gift
of prophesy they say: "In the ocurrent dispensation this

8ift is enjoyed in a fulneas equal)to that of any pre-
ceding time."%? The gift of revelation is very important |
to the church. All of the new doetrines are bagsed upon
it. "Though it is the privilege of any person to live
S0 as to merit this gift in the affairs of his special
ealling, only those appointed and ordained to the offices
of prosidency are to be revelators to the people at large."68
Chrigt promigsed that specified gifts are to follow the be=-
liever. "The possassion of such gifts may be taken there=-
fors aa essential features of the Chureh of Jegus Christ."69
From the seventh article it is evident that the mem=-
bers of the Church Of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints

have placed their faith in human agenocies. The gift of

which The Mormons chiim i parsers
tongunes, the gift of healing etc+ can be the product of
paychological conditions. The practiss of the Christian
Seientigts and enthusiastic Gogpel Preachers proves that
mental healing is posasible. In like manner may the miracles
of the lMormon cult be oxplained. Heance their way of sale

vation is based on a series of human illusions.
The eighth article states the lormon's belief in the

Bible and the Book of Mormon. To them the Bible is the
produect of a former digspensation. "The Latter-day Saints

67. Ibide., p. 229.
68. Tbid., p. 230.
69. Ibid.
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bolleve the owiginal records to be the word of God unto

man, and, as far as these records have been transloted

corractly, the tronslations arve regardeld as agually ate-
thontic.”?C However, tho translator must be inapired in
order to prasant the trae Bible in another langnagze. 7k
The interpretation of the Bible is much different from
that of the Christian interpretation. The progressive
vavelotion as illugtrated by the Book of lNormon accounts
for thise Tha Book of lormon is an added revelation
which gheds pnew Light on the former ravelations; it is
Hormonisn'o "Korone" Tho significaunce of the Book of lor-
mon 1o its claim to reptore the “Gogpel” of Adame Iis
writers wars influcnced a great deal by the Campbelliics.
It contains Jampbellite theology snd the lormon vorsioa
of Ameyican sntigquities.e Thougin tha Book of Mornmon was
ths original sourece of lMormon dooirine it has lost much
of its influance in the presant chuvche Othor revelao=
tiong have taken its place to formulaite lMormon theology,
for actuclly *The Joctrine and Jovenants”™ has node More
monigm what it i8.7?

The ninth article concerns the revalation of God
t0o none "ifhe ingpired utierances of man who speak by
the power of the Holy Ghost are soripture unto the peopl ¢."73

70 Ib’-d-. Da 236«

7l. 1DiGe, De 237 ;
78« Eﬂfgﬂ B. Arhauﬂh. ODe Qito. Pe SGe
7o« Jansg Ze Tﬂlma{(e. Dpe GIEO. Be 29%.



This statement evaluates the revelations of the priest-
hood. Upon this raevelation aspénas all authority. Thus
again 1t is plain that the salvation of the laymen is in
the hands of the priesthood. Whatever the priesthood
speaks, that the layman must take as an oracle from God.
Raovelaticn conastantly progresses. The progressive reve-
lation has Irequently brought conflicts in Mormon theo=
logy, yet they say, continued revelation is nesessary
for the present conditions. "while the revelations of
the past are indispensable as guldes to the peoplé....
they may not be universally and directly applicable to
the eircwnstances of succeeding times." 74 The founda-
tion of the church is placed upon this progressive reve-
lation. It stands to reagon that the church could not be

very firmiy grounded in principles when it is established

on such a basise

Article ten: Vle believe in the literal gathering
of Israel and in the restoration of ths Ten
Tribeg; that Zion will be built upon this cone
tinent; that Christ will reign personally upon
the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed
and receive its paradisical glory.

The tenth article is a statement of belief in the
Iillenniun. "The Milleonnium, with all 1ts splendor, is
but a mora advanced gtage of prepargtion. by which the
earth and its inhabitants will approach forsordained per=

V4. Ibido. Pe 302,
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Tection."?® During this period all the true Isrselites
will reign with Chripte. When Christ comes to the earth
to reign the thousend years the true believsrg will take
on immortality. All those righteons who have died will
rise from the dead and live on the earth with Christ.
Hortal beings will also live upon the earth, but when
the regeneration is complete thers will be no more death.

This will take place at the end of the thousand year reign.76

Juring the Millemnium the earth and its inhabitants
will not be perfecte.

Throughout the liillennium, the process

of regeneration will continue. Society shall

be purified; nationa shall exist in peace; wars

shall cease; the ferociiy of beasts ghall be

gubdued; the earth, relieved in greal measure

from the curss of the fall, shall yeild boun-

teously to the husbandmen; and the planet shall

be radeemed.’

The heathen will be redeemsd during the Millenninm.
They will not receive the exaltation of the Mormons, but
will receive the privilege of gerving the Saints.”8 The
Saints will own the soil, the redeemed heathen will be
the toilers of it under the direction of the Saints. Iife
will be very promperous undey the world theocratic govern-
ment. The 0ld Zion will remain to govern the world which

exigted at the time of the prophets. The New Zion will

75« Ibid., pe 375

76. 1bid., p. 378

77. 1Ibide, De 377.

78. Pariay P. Pratt, 4th ed., op. cit., 140.
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be egstablished at Independence, Missouri. "Thus all
notions will be associated in one great brotherhoed.
A universol theocracy will cement the whols body poli-
tie."79
Article eleven: We claim the privilege of
worshiping Almighty God aceoxding to the dic-
tates of our own oonsecience, and allow all
men the same privilege, let them worship how,
wheve, or what they may.
Article twelve: Wie believe in being subject
to kings, presidents, rulers, and magiastrates,
in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.

Axticle thirteen: \le believe in being honest,

true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in do-

ing dood to all men; indeed, we may say that

we follow the admonition of Paul - we believe

all things, we hope all things, we have en-

dured many things, and hope to be able to en=~

dure all things. If there is anything vir-

tuous, lovely, ox of good report or praise-

viorthy, we geek after these things. ---~Joseph Smith

¥he Ilormons state according to article sleven that
there mugt be freedom of religion. Religious intolerance
ls unseriptural. £ESvery man will recsive in the hereafter
the exact punishmont or reward according to hig dseds on
earthe TFor this reason no one should take it upon hime
gelf to interfere with an individual's conscientious be-
lief. "The Church holds that the right to worship accord-
ing to the dictates of conscience has been conferred upon
man by an authority higher than any of earth; and that,

in eonsequence, no worldly power can justly interfere with

79. Ibid., p. 1l4l.
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its exeroise."80
It is easily understood that the Mormons should up=-

" hold such a doetrine in their documents. Because of

their strange anti-socoial practises vwhich are a result
of their theology they themselves have often not been
tolerated. On the other hand, where the Mormons have
held full authority they have mot tolerated others smong
them,. 81

The iformons claim to be good citizens, subjsct to
the eivil government. It is true that they obey thallaws
of the land in order to keep peace. "Wherefore, be sub-
Jeet %o the poviers that be, until he reigns whose right
it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under his feet."82
But it is also true that the Mormon thinks primarily of
o theocratic government. The present government of the
land ig not the divinely ordained government. In describ-
ing what the Book of lMormon tsaches concerning governmant
the following remark applieg: "However, as the civil and
and the ecelegiastical powers were usually vested togsther,

the king or chief judge generally being also the high priest,

80. James k. Talmage,'ﬁn. git., p. &98.

8l. Bill Hickman, Brigham's JDestroying Angel. The life of
Bill Hickman ag writien En a bDook of oongesslon is illus-
trative. He lived under Brigham Young, the suacessor to
Joseph Smith. Hig life is a story of hideous crimes, most
of them murders, which were carried out at the command of
Brigham Young. Hickman himself had ten wives and twenty-
six children. He diad a despondent character because he
realized his life's error of joining the llormons.

82. James E. Talmage, op. 6it., p. 422. Passage quoted
from Doetrine and Covenants.
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there ars comparatively few admonitions of alleglancs
to the civil authority as distimot from that of the
Priesthood."®3 It follows that should the ordained
Priesthood declars a oivil law contrary to Mormon doc-
trine, the civil law would be disobeyed.

The way to Mormon salvation is a bold system of
Worke=righteougness. On that basis it is but natural
that they should endorse article thirteen. Wforks are
consideved more important than specific dogmas. Indeed,
88 a concluding remark the following quotation is appro-
briate.

Hormonism may be ealled a conglomerate.
It is Buddhistic in that it proclaims a sort
of transmigration of souls. Ii is lichammedan
in its carnal conception of heaven. It is
Jewish in its legalism. It has a Christian
veneer in the Biblical names and terms which
it uges. It vies with Rome in the perfection
of its hierarchical govermment and in its clain
of ecclemsiastical gupremacy over the State. Its
prophet proelaims himself the infallible mouth-
biece of God, as does the Pope. In philosophy
it is materialistic. It has much in common
with Spiritism and praoctises_faith-healing, as
do the Christian Scientists.84

83« Ibid., pe 429.
84. Fogulgr Symbolics, p. 445.
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