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\'/hat Ia JlanT 

!!Hl!i PlmEXISTENT SOUL. tten have ,t all tlmea 

,vrestled. with the problem of man•a beginning. Philoa­

ophy haa never a4vanoe4 a aatiafaotory explanation for 

the first life upon earth. Bel1g1ona have uaualq at­

tributed man's existenae to God's oraatlon. The Ganeaia 

recol'd likewise states: "So God oreated man in his own 

image, 1n the image of God oreated he him; ma.la and female 

created he them." .~1th Christian faith man does not find 

lt dlffloult to aooept thla Noorcl.. Yet it does not ez­

plaill to human reason the marq qa.estiona oonoerning man I a 

origin. But 1n the nl.Deteenth oentur7 the Mormons olaim 

that God gave a more satls:taotor7. revelation in answer 

to this great question, "What ia maaT" It la interesting 

to note how the7 trace hla hi.story beyond tbs Oeneala 

rctoord into eterni t7. 
!Sia ctxaot time of oreation of man's entlt7 1a not 

spoken of. uan ls referred to as an "eternal" being Ju.at 

aa Go4 ls eternal. l!o:rmon theolog apeaka of him ao 
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ex1at1DG 1n sevol'al ditteHnt estates. ID hia first 

estate man la a apll'it. \7hen a oh114 la bom it simply 

means that. another Bl)1l'1t has taken. on flesh and bones. 

The. Jlormon philosophy oontends that all things• uh.ether 

s»i.n _tual or temporal, are material. Henoe the sp1:r1 ta 

are not something intangible, but they aonaist of matter. 

They have bodies s1n11lal' to the mo:rtal bodies 1D the . . 
fleah. The spirits are defined as "aggregates ot re­

fined material atoms an4 have more power who plaoed 1n 

bodies begotten for them.n15 The ap1r1ta have 1Dtell1-

genoe. The 1ntell1gence ot the spirit ls important to 

tho ultimate salvation~ the atel'nal man. The aplrit•s 

1nte111,.-anoa ia a1milar to man•a. It :reoognlzea soo4 
and evil and ohooses betv,een them. Thl!'D\lBh a;pertanae 

it 1Doreasea its 1ntell1genoe. The HOl'DlODB have made 

no speou.lat1on or revelation conoernlng the ap11'1ts 1 

origin other than that they wel'e begotten by the Hea­

venly Father. It seems that the~ do not, have a oleal' . 

notion on the origin of tho spirit. They sa..v of men, 

"num is of etel'nal nature and of divinb llneaga.nl6 ID 

contrast the follo\"11.ng statement la made: 11 Sp1r1ta are 

begotten by gods and goddesses, nho have tunot1onal 

16. Qeorga n. Arbaugh, 5 • .!!&!• • P• 100. 
16. James E. Talmage, ,!?a•· .!!ll• • P• 242. 

, 
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bodies like ours. 11 17 If they aro begqtten by goda and 

goddesses they oould not be eternal aooording to logloa l 

tlunld.ns. Perhaps .no batter desor1pt1on oould be gl van 

t he spirits than the worde of a member of the 1.Iormon 

cult.; 

This 1nd1v1dU:al , spiritual body, \"las ba-
got ten by the Beavenl7 li'atlm r 1 1n Bia own llke­
naas and imaae and by the lawa of preoreation. 
It \'1as born an4 matured in tile heavenly mana1011a. 
truined in the sohool of love in the family oir­
ole and amid the most tender embraoes of parental 
and fra t e rnal affootlo~. In · this primeval pro­
bation, in its heavenly home, it lived and moved 
as a frea ancl rational 1ntel.&.1g&nee, aoting upon 
its O\Vn .naenoy, and, like all inte1Lifi8noe, in­
dependent in its own sphere. It was pl.aced uncla' 
certain laws and uas responsible to its great 
Patr1arohal Head• Tllia llas been called a Afll!'at 
eato.te1tt1B 

Par ticula r attantlon should be given to th~ quotation 

above nhich refers to the intelligenoa of the spirit. file 

,1 ole s cheme of salvo.t1on of man evolves from and l'evolves 

about intellia&nce. Horman v11•i tars mal~e it a point to 

speak of individual diffeNncea of' men, whereupon refe1'8Daa 

is made to a fUDdamanta l principle of demoo:raoy aa 1a 

\7r1tten in the Daola:ration of Indapendanae, "-All men ara 

o:reated free and equal." A }!o:rmon wx-itaa: "But 1:t 1a mans.­

feat folly to oarry this oonoapt1on of the legal equallt7 

of cl tiizonahip to the extreme of assuming that all men 

are alike in aapao1t7 1 abil~ty or ~cme:r.1119 !rhe apil'lt 

• 
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aclvancas 'before it 'enters mortal flesh aa it makes use 

of its intelligence. The more the spir it grows 1111n­

t ~lligonae the gr ea.te r becomes its p oner, and t he grae.t r 

i n por er it beoomes the hi gha~ in ability u1ll be the 
. 

body into which the 9J."irit en.tars. Just hon the ap1r1ts 

ooi e to have different or varied intellig&noe is not 
e t ated , but ~ocord1na t o a l l indications it 1s by their 

own U.BEJ o:r tha intelligenoe whioh they were given when 

o ~aated. J., Mormon author \iri tea: "So far as we oan peer 

i n to t lle past by t he aid of revealed light we see that 

t here ~as alwaya gr adation of 1ntell1genoa, and oonae­

quently o~ ability, scion~ the spirits, precisely a~ w.oh 

di f feranoas exist amongst us mort".11&•"20 The spirits, 

ha.ving tho ohoice of good or evil, gain more 1Dtell1gen.ae-
. 

as t hey choose the good. With mo~• intelltgenoe the 

spirit lms more power beoause it has more control of mat­

t er. If the spirits ohoose the evil they may become lass 

i n talligent and henoe leas powerful for power 1s ga ined 

by intelligenoa. fhis might be oel.la<'l the k&)" note of 

their plan ~ salvation, beoauaa th'1l ~ ultimate goal 1a 

power and glory. The sou.roe of varied talents in mank1a4 

1s thera:f:01'8 tro.oed to man's preexistent soul. In reality 

t he prooess of h1o salvation is begun before entry into 

th"" norld by r,1orta.l flesh sinoe salvation la aaqu1re4 . 

20. James E. !ralmage, O'D• • .!!!• ·, . P• 240 
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through advanoament of tho "eternal be1ng.n !I?hia takea 

us to the plan of' salvation as oontinued in man•a ae­

oond oatate. 

T.Iru ORCAT! Olr Oli' ~'Ul. Tl1e i o:m10n :::atory of' the world 

oreation r eminds us of ·,he fu.scina:t1ng fniry tale a chil-. . 
ran love t o hear. JosGph Sr.ii ·t h , tho inspired p:ro,Pho1;, 

,ives us an 1ntere::1tin~ aoootuit of tm orea:tion of the 

\'JOl'ld. !l'll G l.e, ... d of the gods lla.d o. oouna1l ma e t1ng ,1th 

·U1e l e s se i• gods. The wprema head is tlle tiOd e.ddreased 

a.s God t he li'a:tl.el', ancl t he Father o:t Jeoua Ohr1at. Ho 

hao more i ,tollige ~ce t llan a.ll tl e other b~da. The Fa.­

ther oouoeived llf1 ide .... , llioh would permit all the !3J,lir1ta 

t o acquire the p0\1er of 14aaterillg nat~e • . The ,Plar1 wo.a 

to t a lte of tl1e sel:C-existe11t mate:t1ala, assemble them, 

Qlld ma.lee an earth of them. !fhe materials ,ero not oreate4 

for ail ma.tt,n.' is eterno.l, bu.t s11apl.y arranged into form.a 

This earth nas tllen to bo the abode · af "embodied" apiri ~a, 

the second estate of eternal man. ~he first two bodies, 

J.de.m and Eve, ,. ere thus oreatod anu. 1>laoad up on the earth. •. 

ilia oroation of man had its purpose :tor tho salvation 

of t he ~p11'1ts. When an !nvnortal breaks a law of the 1m­

mortals lie boeomea mortAl• In other v1ords, mortal. man waa 

made to emboiq the spirit whioh dicl not follon the ezaot 

21. Geo:rgo B. Arbaugh. S,• .!!1• , l>• 108. 
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l:l.ns of naturo.22 It wollld lo~oally follov that mor­

t a l man ts a deg?.ad'.ltion of tile spirit. bu~ thia is not 

so. Tho ambodiod ep1r1 t is in a h1ghar poa1t1on than 

the unombodiecl. Far this ranson tha 3J,>1r1 ta elle;1ble 

to enter into the mortal atnta of man is not oon:t1ned 

to those tllat broke a Law. In ordel!' to hava greater 

Joy and Greater develODMGt alrl spirits mu.st enter .i.llto 
23 r~ortal f leah. Hu.man e:1.stanoe is aimp)J another stage 

of the oternal being. 
Jhe11 this eternsl J,eing enters this ,1orld to bocome 

can lie 1s u.nconsotous, m1ak<mi.ng 1D the wo,rld \'11th no 

!a10\7ledgo ot the past. 24 ~he eternal being is placed 

uuon the earth 1n. the form of man to provide ;or hia 

further development 1n 1ntell1aenoe. However. God plaoed 

man on tho earth a por:teot oreatu?'e tJ1thout sin. In hla 

perfeotneos man oould not enJoy tha good.Dess of the Fa­

ther because he did not ltnow what it was to be illfllated 

t?i th evil,. !l!herofore to prooeod in ti1e unending oliain 

of _progress man had "to fall into sill·• 

Tius FALL OF MAM. Up to this poillt ti& have cona1clered 

t he praexlstonce of' man and tl1e purpose of man's oreatlon. 

TJ1a next step 111 the :Uormon order of salvation is the :tall 

of man. l{ormon theoloay aa19 the :fall of Adam is not a 
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aoornfu.l error in the hiato:ry of man but rather lt ia 

essentia l to t lla wo.y ~ oalva:tion. !i!o t he Ohr1at1an 

thQ f all of man meant a fataL mistake. As n result of 

it man was oat1•~c1. from God• \"Jbioh meant ete!'nal oo.n­

demnatio11 for him• "l'or the \'1ages of sin 1s death•" 

Rom211s 6 1 12. Bu.t the nen an4 atrDDgs revelations 1h1oh 

has oome to the !iormon seers arqa d1reotly the opposite. 

In Uormoniam the fall 1s a great blessing ao their 0 1n­

s p i:r a c1.n r evelati011 inclioatas: 

•••••••• Blessed be t he uama of God ~ for 
baoause of my tra.usgres31on r.ry- oyea are opened. 
and i n t llis 11.f'e I sllllll. llave Joy• al'ld a ge1n 
in t he fl.ash I shall see God. i•1ere 1 t not for 
ot1r t rw1sgr es s10.n we nevar sllot1ld have !w.4 seed, 
o.nd 11aver s hould have ?tn0\'111 .sood and evll and 

· the 3'oy of otu• redemption. and tlle et rnal l1f~ 
\•;hiol1 God giveth unto all the obediont. ·•B! . 

Goel gave Adam t wo oo~dme.nts. one commandment 

waa t o refrain frm eating . the forbidden tru1t. the other, 
to 'lio f :r.uitful and mu.l:tiply. In Aclal!l's state .of hol1neaa 

life ,; ould Jm.ve remained cixaotly tha swno. He oould .not 

have f ollowed the oommand to be :tru.it:Cul and multiplJ'. for 

Ev f! had. been throv,n out of. the Garden of Edan beoeuse of 

her ain. Ina's ain separated her from Adam. !l'harefora 

· in order to be :fruitful and llllll.tipl.J' Adam had to s1l'l 

to· beoome unholy that ha might be reunited with Bve. Be­

ine reunited with Eve Adam was now ·abie to lm.va children. 

Ee t herefo~e hfld to brealc the aommondment to remain hol.J' 

. 
26. Joseph Smith. !!!!, Pea.rl _2' Great Erioe, loses o. 

10. 11. 
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1.D order to f11ltil the oommand to mnltipq. 26 Thia 

appears to be a stre.n5e 1noons1stenoy. but t his is the 

taaohing of the ncn·, l'OVGl atioa. The Book o~ Jlo1'mon de­

scribes the ai t11a't;ion thus: " 

And l'JO\'J 1 behold, if Adam had not t:rans­
greased1 . he \10\lld not hava f allen; ••• .t\nd a.ll 
thina s whioh ,·Jere oraatec1. mu.st have remained 
in the same o·tata •••• •. luia. they would h :i.ve had 
no oh ildren •••••• having no 30:,. for thoy lcnew 
no misery; doing no go od. for t h ey YJ18\7 no sin 
••••••• AdW11 fall that mah might be; an.cl men are, 
that tbay might have Joy.a, . 

It is i mpora"tivu to theil! s ystem of · salvation that ,.. _,. ...... 

ms.n sholll.d be :trui tfu.l. Fru.1 tfu.lnes s is a means "Lo the 

llltimata &;oal ,•,h ich they ha~u i n mind. 'i i t h ou.t l)~oor atim 

of ohildren tl1& oountleas spirits yet in thG spirit world 

wottlcl. have no T'Ja:J/ in nhioh to progra_ss. From the Jio:rmon 
. . 

doatr111e on the f a ll of man 1 t is evident t hat this ~roup 

\'lh ioh onl.ls itself " The Church of Jeslla Ohrist of the Lat­

t e r D,q Saints" lms oompletely turned the Christian doo­

·t rines top sy turvyl .t\not he r link has now been oompleted 

1n the steps to ard salvation. l3u.t to understand the na­

cess1 t :, of tho fall we mu.at oons itl er ,·,hy i t is so i mportazt 

for each individual to have ott-ap~lng. 

\raY l?ROO REATIOM? !!he fina l aim of t _he llo:rmon la to 

atta in wiondillg power and glory, Just as the Greatest 

god has atta ined at t he present time. S1noe man is an 

26.. .ramea B. ~almage • !l!he utiolea o:t Fa1 th, P• 4'15 
2'1. Joseph Smith . !!!!, '!ook !! l"'ormo'ii'; I I fie1>h1 2 1 22-25. 
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off-spring of dGity he la of divine 11Daaga, and oon­

aequantly, the Uormon o ansldel'a himself a potential god. 

Joseph &!11th glvea proof for such a statement nh011 ha 

says: "God Hi 11U1el:t nas once aa v,a are now, and is an 

exalted man, and oi1is cmthl'oned 1n yondel' heavena.n28 

The very God t1hom they oall Fath&!' developed to His high 

est~te by the same process \'lhich man now ezpal'iencaa ln 

his advancemcmt. Oonoerning man•a advancement t o Go~ 

hood t ho Doctrine and Covenants 801'&: 

Then shall they be Goda, because thq 
have no end; therefo:re · shall they be frcxn ever­
l asting to evel'laating, because they oontinua; 
t hen shall they be above all, because all th1nga 
are subJect unto them. then shall they be Goda, 
because they have all power. and the angels are 
subJeot unto them. Verily. verJly I say unto 
you, except ye abide in my law, ye cannot attain 
to this gloey.2'51 

Here is set forth the prlnoiple that if the laws 

are kept which hnve been preoaribed man will become a 

god. Unless man produces off-spring his potentiAl.!:ty as 

a god uill not be realized. Oonaequentl.y the next step 

closer to salvation is preoreation. 

It nas stated° above that man•a ultimate goal la to 

attain unending po,.,er ud glory, Just as tho greatest god 

has attained. To be eligible for suoh a high estate one 

must be the parent of off-spring for parenthoo4 1a the 

. . 
28. Jamaa B. !almage. !he Vitality o:t Uol'monlam, P• 2'12. 
29. Ibid. Pf 24'1 - - -
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to the be~nniDg of th1s glo:ry and pOT1ar. A man 1a 'bha 

head o:f' his family• The larger the family whial1 he baa 

tho greater is his pom,r. It nq.turall.y follows that to 

reooive benefit in heaven from the power whloh a man gains 

:f'rom t his rela tion on earth, this family relation -must 

aontinue 1n heaven. For that reason the better start a 

man has in produoing bodies fol!' the spirits ,·1hile on earth 

the g reater po\'ler he \'Jill have a:rter thia life. Bven here 

on earth man oan. be called a little god. 

Added to the purpose of enhanaing his onn glory tha 

Mormon thinJ,s of all tha spi•ri ts ye-t to be embodied. in 

n1orto.l flesh, The more mortal bodies he ou provide for 

the Bpirits the hi(:;har he nill ~tand 1n relation to the 
. -

other g ods beoau.se ,of llia g ood work. 

Closely allied with tho doatrine of proareation la 

the Mormon praatiae of pol.ypm.v. Even though the Uormona 

have. submitted to tl1e present .Lana of our country they 

oannot t1'11th:f'ully olaim to have given up their dootrina .. 
of polygamy. If this were true they have given up a flmda­

mental stepping atone to their salvation. "All good Uor­

mona who by polygamy oan have large 1k1Dgdoma• ,-.il.l like-. . 
niaa b-oome goda.•30 Pol.ygamy was one of the moat impor­

tant doctrines of Joseph Smith. 

As an argwn.ent to Justify the plual marriage they 

use tl1a Scriptural grounds that it is not sinful to. marry 

30. George D. Arballgh 9 Jm.• .!!ll.• • P• 104 



after one \'life 110.s »a.st on to ete:ruity. they aay that 

the man nili have both wlvos 1n heaven. If auoh be ~uat1-

f1e4 1n J1aavan surely it ia not wrong to marry more than 

one nife here on ea:rth.31 As a matter of fact a man u1ll 

not have both wives in heaven for the institution of mar­

riaee does not continue 1.rl heaven. J.fatthe\1 22. 30: "For 

111 the resurrection they neither me.rr.v • nor are given in 

marriage . but are as the aD6els of God 1n hsaven.n An­

other argument advanced to Justify polyga.nw- ia the vir­

tuous \7omen nho should have op»ortunity to marry a good 

husband. Frequently the ~ood husband she \"J&nts is alNady 

married. Sha should thei~fore be permitted to marey him 

th t sl1e might enJ oy the o om_pan1onsh1J.) of a good mate. 32 

To substantiate the fact that tha Hol'mon places gl'eat 1m­

p:rtanoe upon marriage it is noted that lle refers to it 

as a saarement.33 Another says of those who do not marry 

that they become only angels and not gods. They beaome 

the servonta to the "Royal FamilY of Heaven. The P:rinoea, 

Kings and Priests of Btemity.n34 Consequently •outside 

of marriage the salvation of man would be inoompleta.n35 

Salvation could not be oomplete beoauac, man oould have 

no great power without a large family over which to rule. 

a1. Chal'laa r. Penrose. ll• 01t •• P• 51. 
32. Juvenile Inst motor Mf1oa, A, Hand-book .2t, Re:terenaa, 

P• l00. 
33. Ibid. P• 99. . 
34. Pariey P. Pratt-9 .9.R.• .!ll• , P• 161. 
35. Franklin D. Rioharcls, .9.J!.• .!ll.• P• 117. 



2l 

Polygancy- is p:raot1sed so that as many ohilcl:ren DUQ' be 

had as possible. Their interpretation of Bphealana 

O • 22 "The hu.sl>a11d is the hea.d of the v,1fo • even a.s Oh:r1st 

ia ths lltJtLd of the Ohuroh" 1s peoulla:r to this dootrine. 

In reforenoo to the po.asage it 1a ea.id, "as Christ ia . 
e ternnl.l.y tho lloaa. o:f tbs 01.urch, so 1a the husbar.&d ete:r-

.nall y the-head o:f the \1ifo.n36 The begett111g of ohil.dren 

likenioe d~ea not end TI1th this µfe. P:rooreation la the 

ma.in r eason a mmn keeps his u ife after this life. With­

out he~ he could not continue to adva.no8 1n poue:r. 

~OR~AL tu.m. OBE SfAG I N AB ETABN.AL 2ROCBSS. Aa 

stated previously• man enters thls world oompletely obli­

vious of what has happened to him 1n the world of ap1:rlta. 

IIe nio.y !lave been one of the leso intelligent ap1r1ta. 

Shoul.d this be true \i 1th· an 1Ddl vldu.al. he could e:xplaln 

his own 1neff1o1eno1en. Homon theology sa.,a tha e::q,lana­

tion is simple. The spirit of that person was one of the 

ap1r1 ts _,,111oh did not oo.n:rom to the perfeat lava. on the 

other hand the indlvldual who enjoys the i,eek of hulth. 

good fortune, fame, all4 the llke may be the 1'esult of one 

of the good aplrl ta. Han oomes into tl'lis world with native 

ability exaotly 1n aoool'danoe with what he haa deserved 

aaoordlng to the_aplrit whlah inhabits thia tabernaole. 

"The spirits of all men in their pr1mevs1 states were in­

telligent. nut among these lntelliganoes some nere moro 

36. Ibid. P• LLB. 
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noble• the. t i s to aay, more intelligent than others. 11Z'1 

Thie aooounta for the differenoaa to be found in mnn:t3a~. 

But regardle~s of the differenoea I man la plaoad 1n 

the state of mortality for a speoifio ~urpoae. If a man's 

tab~rnaole is inhubite4 by ona of th~ lesser intelligent 

SD1l'i t s tha man has a allanoe to gl'0\7 1.D 1ntell1genoa I and 
. 

make up for what his preG.xJ.stent spirit laokecl in oompari-

son with other spirits. He not only mQ make u,p for bis 

l ack, but gain even graater po~er than others. If' a man 

a.oes not make uae of' the iD.talligcmoe he }µla he w1Ll be­

oome lesa intelligent rather than beoome more so. If how­

ever, ha "makes good" during this parlod he will be olOaer 

to the ultimate goal of salvation. Fllrther tosti.nt& s.we.i ts.,,..,.,. 

in the next stage of life lf man fails to make the proper 

progress. Talmage desoribea man's mortal life na to ita 

pl.a.ca 1.n the eter.nal existenoe of'· his soul when he aq-a: 

our life in the flesh is but Olla stage · 
- in the oourae of the soul's ete rnal »roG~fse~ 

a link oolJlleot1ng the eternities pa.at. W:L 't.u ,gne 
eternities yet to oome. The purpose of our 
mortal probation ls that o~ e4uaat1on training, 
trial. and test, whereby we demonstrate whether 
ue ~111 obey tha oommanclmants of the Lord our 
God and so lay hold on the boundless opportui­
tias o.f advanoem'3.nt ill the etarno.1 norlcls.38 

. 
Life is as God, that is. t'11thout beginning and \"ilthout 

end. Jlarl is Just »a.rt of that huge oirole. "!o eve17 

a,. Parley P. Pratt • .!?Jl.• cit •• P• 68. 
38. James s. !l!almage • S,• ol't;. 1 P• 238. 



stBG9 of de.elopment, as to 11~e, there 1a 

beginning and ei:d; bu.t eaoh stage ls e. definite fre.ot1on 

of atel'nal prooesa, \"1h1oh 1a ,11thout iJesinning or anc1..n39 

~he life of ~a~ in bu.men existence oan be called a part 

of salvation itself. It is a step higher 1n degree than 

the first eotate bocauae the mortal body is a hlgher 

development than the sp1 l'1 t. 

Thus far we have oonsidored the (levelopment of man 

in relat ion to soJ.vation up to the point of h1a death. 

First 1 t was noted that al.l fil&n are eternal beings., haViJIB 

preexistent s011ls. !l.'hen in o~er to permit. the advanaam.ont . 

of the souls a body Yias areat d for them. Bowever, t.T10 

bodies gave tabernacles to on~ two of the preenatent · 

spirits, oonsaquentl1' Aclam and Bva v,era commanded to multi.. 

ply. Thia introduced th.a Uormon doot,rine o:t procreation 

,: 1th its implications as to man's salvation. It was noted 

that the more bodies _prooreatad by the hnrnan being the 

higher he advanoos in power booau.se he becomes tho head 

of so many more people. Henoe the 1.tormo.ns have allied 

i 'Ji th tl1e1r prooreative aohema the p_oqgamoua mar:riagea. 

Alld finally the life 01' man was oonsiderad aooordl.ng to 

its plaoe in the aaheme of aa1vatlon. "Ortal man mere]¥ 

oooupiea one short period of time, or one a~age of the 

eternal proceaa of the soul..-." Bow le't us see what the 11~• 

after death holds 1n store fo~ man. 
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