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is present w:i. th eJ.l who sincerely, devotedly , and 
intelli ~ently accept Christ's teachin~ commlssiono 
o o o An unbroken succession or teachers in churc~ 
and home has mediated t he Christ ian faith from its 
inception to t his vory ho1 ~ ~22 

A more detal led presentation of the areas of ed1cBtion 

and the responsibilities ror this education will be dealt 

with in section I I I or t h is papero Here, suffi ce it to say, 

Chr istian education i s inherent in Baptism itselfo 

22 farl Ro Stol z 9 'Jbe Church snd Psychotherapy ( New 
York : hb:lnr~:don- Cokesbur1y ·Pre,ss; co '.f943 ), Po 204;-· 
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C:'Af'l''i.i,H I1 I 

'l'IT~- TEAC"F J N>: S O!i' ,.JO N- t 1J'i'!' ~-'Ft.N Cl :O PCI E:S 

of God :L. tho J.: vas o f Chr-IsU.en pi.n ·er.:t ,s , t;h e att.1tua es 8?)c} 

ho1'i.e f s o f t h e di ffer ont d<:morn~.r-3Uons v s r•y :l n th e :Z. r pro-

Jn cl eslinrr w1th t h e li t tle baby 2n t he reslm 0r s pl r itual 

1 :iJe o 

e -. _ .. 
t ircty 1n t he bistoricul Christia n sense o A~onr these ere 

C')ns ldex· t}~c Ch1~5 s t;j sn 3ti cN:1:tHrnts to be rne:re 
r·ltuo ls w1thoiJt tHlj" .rea l s 1? :lf'ict-Jne,~o A1'ly 
event in l l ~e is cons,aered secr arnen tel i f i t 
1s tr.'1~l y <A i' o·:1t?:Aro s i~n o f nn lm-19 -rd rrrace. 
·::e t e:r Bapt:lsm 1.$.$ s,:i icl t~; be ot :')e~t but a Sv,~hol 
::>f the Bap t i s m v;5th f1. ;:•a and t :1 0 Hol:,~ t"!host"'al 

sun1mor :!zed ss follows by D'I". '.l/a::··e1•: 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper- are riluced on a p2r 
•11i t r: the abr·o ~a tea J ew:l sh cerem:.ln:les, 3r,e se :l a to 
be unnecensary r or salvation or the develop~ent of 
spiritual life and evidently not 1ntend6d to be 
perpetually observed. 'I'he all-important Ba pt :l srn 
ls s a·id t::> be tt.,e BD}ltlsm wit1"! t he Holy Spirit, 

lf' . E. :,~ilyor, The feliRious .ao~ or America (St. 
Lo uis: Concordia i•ublishinc.~ Hon_se-, c.1954),. p . 412. 
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'Nhtch 11 1•e:J:.1lt s 5.r, t he u1.n·5 .. rvinrr of' tr,e hcort and 
in po1r.er for sor•v i c e . 11 Thev dcd 1 Cf.l tion of c '-1:i.ldz,en, 
testimony 9 wea r 5ng un1fo~ms 9 pl ed ~inf t o to l absti ­
n@nce » being sw~rn in, and r0gulatio~s s~e se !d to 
accou:plish t b e same en<h'I which aavocs tes ::>f 11Yl8tar 
n "' , .. • • I) 1 e '- I' "' l3 t ~ . . ::C"> 08r ~l.Sm C ~ ~m ~o. Op ~Sffl o -

ror od ~cat5onal i mplications in Holy Bap tism , it is un~eces -

s ar~ to c~nGider these ~r ou;s. 

hsv0 b~on divided into three c roups o 1he rroup in~e are ~a scd 

first, tho e who do not believe that the infsnt s hou ld b e 

bap t:lzea a t 011; sec or.dl-y .o t hJs(i wh:) believe t hat t.hc !nf'tl nt 

sh~uld be baptized, but that bsptis n is ~er0ly on out inrd 

symbolic~l act; 2nd , t.h1.:r-dly , those who boll.ev e t h$ t an :i.r:-

fs nt shou l d be bapti~ed because through BG pt i s m the :! r! f.'s r'!t 

r-ece~vcs sotneth:in~ nr. 1c h is i mporti1nt f~r his s p1.1"jtual life. 

It must be rememb En··ed tr~~t. t h e denominat:lonal m,;-nes ,.~,h ·~~,~ r.r·c 

i?,5ven, especi.ally in the r :trst two e~ro11µln,-s, act•iall:r cov0x~ 

o lar,,·c number of J2l"Ot1ps . It is feJ. t to bo 1.mnccesssry t-::, 

2~ •• p. 344. 

5p .• d _E2_., Note 3. 
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g1ve ull t he l:1d:i vidt;el denominat:!.onal na me s of' t h ene dH' f'e:r·­

ent ffr~ups. i.-~or t he ~u r po s es ·if th:i.3 s t t;dy, the na1nes \'.'h ch 

are used will be s ufficiently clear. 

'fhe n .rut group consists or th.::,se wh1) d::, not bel i eve 

that lnf ants s hou ld be bap tjzad. I ncluded in t h ~s ~r~u ~in~ 

a r-e tr:e Rap els t denomi na tions ond t h e Christian churches. 

1'be bas i s of thei:l." conte. tion t;ba t inc'snts s ho-Jld n.)t be bs;:i­

t:i zed res ts upon the:i I' ~rnders t9 nd 5 ng th&t there must be fa~ th 

be! ore a person cs n be baptized. \·.nen d ea UP-" v-:1 th the 'ha~­

ti.smal cnmmana of Christ i n S t. Msttr.ew 2 9: 19 the. bt>neve 

t hotthe person must f1rat b e made Y disciple by ~e~ n~ t qu ~ht 

ar,::i t.ben b s p ttzeo o '11 e att:i. tude ()~ t:-~e gr 0up ::. s that s ! nee 

er. in"'snt cannot be tan ~ht the Cbr•ist lan rel1 r?ton, 1 t ce""n~t 

h~1ve f ai th, and th ere:'o,··e~ should 11ot be ha pt:! zed. Baptism, 

f'or them, becomes merely an outwera symbol whereby a person 

ab:->ws the inner c0nd 5 t.ion of h~s or her boat•t. T':-:0 1n<Hvid­

ual i n fulfilling the command to be baptized expresse3 his 

!'o ith . 

In t he words of e lead ing Baptist tbe~lo~lsn, thi~ 

cou ld be stated as follows: 

Gbr1 s tia n i3aptlsm is the iw.merslon of a bel!ever 
i n water, in token of his previous entrance- into 
the com."Jlun:J.on of Christ's death and resurrecti~n, 
or, in other words, in token of h:l.s re~enera t :t~n 
thr::>uRh union w!th Ohrist.4 

Th:ls sa1:·e writer in speak1nr.; or tbe proper subjects :,f 

4A.J~stua Hopkins Jtron~, §_xsterr,at1_.£ Theolo.-•v ( Fh 1 la­
delphia: The Judson i?:rerts, c.190'7), p. 931. 
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Bapt ism has this to say: 

Thfl r,roper s ubJ0cts of l3ep t i s m s re t}:1~se ::>nly 
who rd ve cr edible ev i de nce th:l t -~he :y hav e been 
re ~enera ted by tho !loly Spirit - or 1 n otl'10r 
wor cl s , 10 ~:e enter·cd by fs i th -ln t.0 tte commu n :i on 
:.>f Chr5.st 1 s des th and rer3tU''f'ecti·:m . ·) 

'fhe pos i t :i on of t h :ls gr oup , i t s oppos j t i on to inf'ar.t 

Bnp t:1 srn, p rompts thon e s tc tcments. 'Th e g roup does not 1:.:>ok 

up on Gapt i.sm ss s Sacrament i n t !1e Lutheran ser.se o f s mr-ians 

of i;::r s ce. i'.hen th-ts ~~roup deela wi t ti t.he Bible p ~HH.:a --es 

wh·7ch s p ee!! or Bap t i s m 2',iving tbe for r} .vencss of' g ·ins a n :j the 

ass ur-o nce of s a l v :J t ion , they s h o\'f that thi s has merel y a 

quo tat~on: 

S t. U.stth m·1 3:11 " I inooed baptize y ou :tn \·;ate:• 
unto repentr;i nce . '1 h' ::n•l: 1:4 ''the bapt i sm of r·0 -
pents nce unto remi s sion of s~ns. " ~ork 16:16 
11 rl G tbc~t belioveth and is bap t:i.zeo s ha ll be 
savad . 11 J ~hn 3 :5 11 ?1:xcept one be born ~>f water 
a nd the spirit, he cannot onte~ into the k1 r ~­
d~m or God . " • o • S'!'P. to be exp ls i neci as p~r­
ticular ins ~ances "of t h A Ge neral f ac t t hat, in 
Scr•1.pt.u re 1ons,.uo :re 9 ~ s i r.? le part of a com~lete 
action ~rncl oven tbe t port \'t .. h :1ch :!s n ost obv i -=>us 
to the 3ens es, is of t en ~e , t 1oned f o r t h e ~hole 
of it, and thus, in this cs se , the w:~cle ~f' the 
solemn trsnsocti on is desiRneted bv the exter nal 
symbol." Jn other ~mrcls t.f1e Ol"'!t:irs chtH,;1:e, i n­
ternal and external, sp:Tr·itual and rttu~l, ·; s 
referred to i n lan~ua ~e be1on~in~ s trictly only 
to t no 0 1.1 twa:rd aspect o.r it.6 

T"n~n.i t~h these onti-pedo-baptiats do not look 1.Jpon Bep­

t i.sm aa a means or t\race in the Lnt.her·a n sense ,:,,f t h e t erm, 

------
s_!Etd., P• 945. 

6Ib1d., p. 946. 



nor do they rind any i round for Christian educ ation inhe~ent 

~n 30;, t:s:-:1 its elf t they s ti l l ha ve a hi ghly developed pr·o-

r-r·am o r educ a tiono 'I'here is en ossoc:l .; t ion 0.r 8opt 5s .. end 

ta~chinr( :tn t ho5r midst whi c h can b e reacl1ly seen f r ::>m a 

prasenta t:lon o f what the y c oll ''the relative order or be:;.1t i s w -

t h e thh· d command in tli-js ehsin or obedience. 11 7 'I'he VJ:r-1ter 

spea l< s :Jf the t;v ·0at commiss ion g iven by Christ rmd says: 

By the examinatt on ~C th .is corre-: hrnion, as ~iven 
by f!: otthaw s nd ';aJ.' l· , the i tems ::H,c. n,j thua: 11? jrst -
Teachine or pFea ch ir ~ e Second - 6el lef or fa th 
on the part of' the taup,; h t. Thh a - Tri e. .,ap t~ s m 
o f' t he be-1. iev~r in ,,;hri s t o Fourt h - The t e a ch:!. nr;: 
or instru c t i ng o r tbe d:lsc:iples in a ll the cot .- · 
ma ndments or Chr is t o And, l as tly » the p romis e of 
t h e S ~vior is , t ~ ~e ~5th those who execute his 
COtrJJliiss·i on to "i;hc end C·[' t;ce 1.':orld 0 "8 

? 1•'.)::i1 t hi s quota ti.on it can be seer. that t hese f rou,.:s hel:!eve 

foJloi:: lto 'l'he purpo3e o f th1.s Ch1":i.sti an ed 1..1oat:lon ~s to 

br . n~ a per son to fa!th in vhrist so thHt he wi ll be hopt!zed. 

At' t er Bnpt:am a p erson i s expected t o grow in t ~e tsechi~~s 

ot Chr jst. 

'l'c,e second gro\lp cons i s ts of those denomina ti 0na wh·"t ch 

acc e~ t i nfa nt Baptism merely ass symbol or a c~vensn t be­

tween 0od and t he parents or t he inf3nt. Includ ed amon~ 

t hsse are t h e different ~ eth~dist groups, the Presbyterians 

and the Reformed b odi es. 

7o. B. Hay, Rsp tist Success ion (Rosemead• Cfl l H ':>rnia: 
'l'he 1\ ln13•s Pr·ess, c.1.949), p. 21~. 
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·'fhe ~e t bot:.1 ~ Book. of J.lisc:lpl1.ne has trd.s to say ab::ru t 

child ~e n ra nd Bnptis m: 

·., e hold t hat a 11 chil d r an, hy v h ., t :-1 e ::> !' t h e trn­
cond 1 t i o na l csnor.::. t.s of t he ~tone:~1ent, e r e mA-:11-

J bar s or the Ki n~dom or God , ~nd the r ef,r e grac i ::>u s -
1, ~mti tled t .., Bapt ism. T'he m1 n.l s tel" sha 11 oarnes t ­
ly exhor t a l l persons to dedicate tholr ch ildre n to 
the Lor d 5.n ;"!.sp t,l srn as ee1rlJ :: s c ·.Jnven:tent and , ,.~e­
f ore Baptism is admini s ter ed , sha ll dill :ently in­
s t r uct t h e parent s re ~srd!ng t ~e vogs wh1ct tt ey 
assJ~0 in this Sacramento I t ls expected ::>f psrent s 
or eua}'."dhn :is who pr~scnt their ch11 r.fr· <,n1 for °-apt ~ sm 
tha t t hey use al l d il l .r encc i n br "i!'l~. n~ them up 1 n 
co~f~r mi t y t o the rlor•a o:'.' ·1od ; a no tl-:-,ey s ha 11 b e 
admonished or t his obl i 1etion and earnestly exhor t ed 
to ratthfu lness th~re i n. 9 

!: .. oi•a the baptized cb :lld os can bo s een f r om the 39me soui-•ce: 

~e r e ~ard oll ctil dren who hove be a n baptized a s 
be· nz in vis i ble conv0na nt r e l sti ~n to ~od und 
u nde~ tt e s pec ~ol c gre and s upervi sio n of t he 
Gburc h . All c h ild T' en -;;ho a r0 ba p t i zed by e ~~e t!lo-
d j n L min1ster and other bap tized ch ildr en under 
tt.e c are of a ~·.'. ethod ist Ch urcb s hall be enrolled 
ss pr epor>a t 0r y 1:1erabcrs i n t he ~1 eth odj_st Church 
u nt i l tt1s statu s is ter minated by their recep t ion, 
a ft er a proper cour se cf t~aining , i nto fu ll 
membersh i p ~ or by death, w:l thdrswal, or transf er 
to anothe r evsn?.el i cal de nomin3tion •••• when, 
as s bDp tized, h wtr>u cted chi ld in t h e church , ho 
Gives evidence of under~ts nding h i s Chris tian 
priv1.1 G7,es and :->b1.i ~ations of h :ls Chrlst1an faith 
i:lnd purpose, h e may be ~dm:i. t ted into full member-
ship in t h e church.lo 

'.11h".>;J~h these quotstions indicate that the child d oes 

not rece i ve anything in Baptism, it should be noted that the 

9noctrincs a :1d Disclplines ~ tbe Methodist. r.hurch, 
E:dited bv Nolan B. Hsr·nlon (Noshville: 'lne ,.~ethodiat ::: ~1bltsh­
in~ nous~, 1944), p. 40. 
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subject or Christ i an educati~n is closely assoc i ated with t he 

act,o 'l'h0 c h:l. l dren are enr'.)lled a s n1n ·epars t or y ~em~Jers" who 

w1.11 at a f; ,!ture date r·ecei.ve a 11 p r·ope r C0 '.1rse of tr 0 in i n . • '' 

\':he n s p ea ld ns of t h e 1 ms tr·t:ct i on t 'ha t he is t o rece:t v e the 

e;<pr- ession ·Jc curs: "to :1.nstru c ·t him in the use ~ f the m~ans 

o r. f::r s ce tn livlnr.: t h e 0hrj s t:i an li f·o . :, 11 'I'his terminol~ ~y 

ref~rs to the use o r t he ~~rd of God and prayer, but does 

not r efer to the Sacraments in t he ~Jtheran s e nse of means 

of ~~aceo Anothe r intcrest~n~ a nd important item is the 

axh~rtation tha t i s g jven 00ncerning pnrents; they a~e t~ 

11u s 0 all d:1.11 ·en c e in hririr~'i ng them up in c-:>nrorm:lty to the 

l' "d 11 1 2 
\;' o.J 0 

'lho::i ,~h these cb.urch bod i e :., do no-t l ~ok upon 3ap ti. sm 

3 8 a '·'scrame.1t l n trie Lutheran sense tha t it actt..;al l y brinr.s 

t h e ft rs ce of God into tha haert and J.:1f e of t be l:t t tJ.e one, 

they do reco~ nize that I3{3pt"i. s m 3bou ld be f ollowed by Chris ­

tian training and ednc~tion. 

Th e position of the Prf-lsby ·terian ·:roups is qu ite s:7. m5. ­

laro One of the \'lri ters of theso denom1.nations, Dr. C .. ~.' . 

Richards, rocogniz es Baptism an the most sac~ed and si~nifi ­

cant of all ~r the Ordinances observed by vhristfans. Re 

maintains that there is no 11 thus sa ~th the Lord" for the 

Bap tism of infants, but that t h e practice is based upon 

11~., p. 41. 

12~., P• 40. 
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·rh r';} :r':'01ct tl: a t t r. e ;,1sntex• c~r,J.n1i :;.; si:.n.1ed !Us apon tl cs 
to f1: 0 «:ind ten ch all na t :i.ons 9 bspV1z1i.;c~ therr. 1n t h e 
name of t h e Fath0r D and 0·{' t h e S::,n P and ot t h e Foly 
Phos t; the fe et thot Pete~ in his preet PentecostQl 
aermonp called on men t o he bap tized ana 0d~ed ~ for 
the promise is t~ you and to y ~ur ch!ldren; a nd the 
s d~jt{onal : ac t t hot , a men~ t h ose persons bapt Szed 
~Y the spos tle s , et l ea st three of them 2r e s~o ~en 
or as ha v ~nR been ba p t i zed ~ith thej r house' olds 
a ll po i nt in t he same dlr ection o Al mos t certa inly 
in Eome or t h cne gr oups wers inclid ed c h ild r~n s 
w~ }ch f ac t ~ould yield an infare nce t~at t~e i nrent 
c1·· i ldre r, or bell ev~·«:> s have a i'.'"lri:ht to b s pt :i. s il o B,J t 
\ han we a dd to t ha t t he fa ct t hat the i ew Te s tament 
cJ.early r ~co i~niz~c t hfl t t be covenant r.,ith l'.brar..am 
·· .. a s :~dentica1 n:;th wha t ,1e cal l the C;.,venant o f' 
•;:rac~ snd t h ~t t h e jnf.ant c h ild of f\ b r•ebmn r-ec o l\•ed 
the ~rna 1 of t h e covenant, t h e n the inr~:n~snc e t}:at 
c !' :l l 13 :i:·0n of bel :l evers _should be b::ip ·tiz e d become s S3 
!3 t ~on;;,: a s t o merit e Place i n that cree da 1 s tate­
mcr'it of -:>1.1r Chu :r•c h oJ.3-

u hi cb 1~ ~ or thy of note because it develops the i~ea or a 

c ov e 1-1ont 7•elat:lonsh :1.p o 

~ow 1n this s a crament t hEre are th~ee principa l 
parts; the covenant i tself 9 the s i a n and seel of 
t h 0 0ov0nant , an d fu 1t h • o o o 

o • o the sign or t he covenant o o e docs not 
c r eete the covenant o o e but {s a vi s ibl e 6iPn 
of tbe. covenant a l reac:y ex:lstent s just s s the 
r·a:t nbov1 iE a sensible si p:n of the covenant ,·Ji th 
Noah . It is slso t he seal ~r the covenant and 
ansners the purpo::ie of e sealo 't hen the sacra ­
ment 1.s administered properly .scoording to the 
comma na oi' God on the. one s :i.c1 e and r c;Ce i ved by 
man on his sidet it may be said t hat the covena~t 
is mad e under the hand ond seal of both contract­
inf parties that i t may be binding and surool4 

13c. Ll . Fichsrds, "The Baptism of Infants," Bu llet in of 
Columbta Theol~ ·:i.co l Semt narv (Decatur, :-; eor:-:ie, ~arch , 
1 e4(ff;""n. P. 

14Ib:i.d o 
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The use cf the term sacrament by this v,ri t er is bss ·;:; 

'.l'he covenant vI°hen once astabl t s hed may e nc o1lra~e 
~nd conf 1r•m faith b t t he coYenant d oes not crea t e 
f ~ith o 'I'b.e cov enant was made '.'Ji tti. Aln•al'Hlra as o 
re~a ~ d to t h e faith of God 's servanto Faith is ·1,.. 
the antecedent occasional ca use of the covenant o-o 

ri'ha t Baptism 1s not a s a c r a ment in t he Lu t heJ"Si:"! s ens e 

o.f a 1;1ez:rns of g race can be seen froro the e ffe c ts ,.1~h'lch 'i:J-.:i.s 

writer· l:lsts : 

~ i r st of all i s its effect on t h e par entsc And 
among theae may be ment i oned t h at :lt should pro­
d1:ice :i.n parents t~ wonder:lng sense of' i'Jor•shtp that 
God should hav e e n t e red into 0 covenant of salva ­
t :~_ o n w:l.th t h em ... a covenant tha t includ e s the:lr 
chilare n o And~ second effect should be t hat of 
dr jving parents to an earnest c~nsiderat i on of 
t he reality of t h eir f ai th - a faith what s c cepts 
the b les s :1 nr,·s of t h e coven<) nt not onls· for them­
selves but f or the ir ch i l dren with t hemo And t h e 
t h ird effect sh~u l d be to produce in parents a 
con 2:ldont assurat1ce of t he ultimGte SGlvation (;If 
tr.e:5.r b!!p t.ized c bi l d rene.16 

Tl1.c e ffect upon the c h ild is that i·i~ 

marks him as a member of the visible church o o o o 

It does not make him e member of tbe visible chur·ch -
he 1s that by birth to his believing perentsol? 

:!.'h is same \7riter draws ·che comparis~,n bet1;1een the Arner·i can 

c i tizensh:tp which com~i s to t he coild who is born o f American 

paT' ents, even when born in a f oreip;n country, and 'th:l.s me~­

b et •sbip ,f'hich comes to the child becat.:se his father aria 

15Ibid. 

16Ib:l.d. 

17Jbido · -
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socramont in the sen3e tr,a t the i...utherori Church hold s a nd 

teach es, they do rec~gnize t~e necessity of Shr ist j a n train­

ing follo~ing Ba ytism in the case of c hl ldren o A very o~ t 

pr asentstion of thjs ls ta r en from a publ!cat! on intePded 

for porents: 

A h i 1h poJnt a lons the cou~se or a ch ild's li f e 
b etween bi~t~ a~d entrsn c e into the church school 
is bapt i sm o It :t s lnteres ting ·to review how John 
Ca 1 vi.n l' al t a bun t this s a c r smen t: 11 Cs 1 vin loo 1.< s 
upon t h e chi l d in t he covenant as God 1 a child, 
f ore 1. ven of s in and reg j:rne?.'a. ted, w:l t h the ne\'; 
li f e as 8 latent s eed, elready at work in i ts 
hes r t o '.t""ne child then o pens :1 ts eyes redeemed 
on a vwr1d in which by c aroful nurture it i s ex­
pected to grow ~nd develop in t~e Chr i st i an 11oal 
of lt'' ,7 o nd charactero · 'Ih e important point ls 
t ha t t his ch ild is presumptively a Christ i an. o • o 

The ~raco or adoption is sealed by boptism o 

1I'oo fre-l uent l y ln d:iscu ss·lng baptism we lliy str·ess 
only on br. i.nging up s c btl d 11 5.n the nurture and 
aamonit:!::m o i' the Lord" and fai l to reco ~~rd.ze t he 
basic meani ng of the s a crame nt, traat Ood has l aid 
his ha na upon this child nnd p laced hfra within the 
Church . ~ e sa c:ra .r ent o f bE.:p t i .sm is, above a 11, 
nod's set. Of course parents stould be rem!nd ed 
of their responsibility to bring up their child 
to b e whl:l t God would have him be o Feco &:niz :! ng 
how grea t an influence the receiv:lng or this 
sac1~ament ca n have on the l ife of the child and 
hi s parents, ministers are increasin~ly using 
prebaptisroal counselln3 to make sure that perents 
understana clearly t he obli~a tion they are uncer­
takin~o Also, baptism must be followed by g'...l id­
ance in ways in which parents can discharge their 
holy duties in t be child's ,:;i,,.1:-.istisn nurt:Jreo 

'I'he conerega tions t~o assume r{'spona1bi.lity by 
promising to do thejr parto The church should 
keep 1n close touch with its baptized children 
and their psr·onts and should provide the best 
poAs!hle t ~G chcrs and facilities for the pro~ram 
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of Christian education.la 

Reformed writers have done much to develop tho covenant 

ldeas a s soc iated \'Jith Holy Baptism and have produced some 

wonderful materials s h owing the necessity of followtn·::; H:)ly 

Baptism vlith Chr i stian ecuceti~n. It must be reme~1bered in 

readin~ any of the wrJtinfi S t ha t these bodies do not s ub­

scribe to r e~eneret ion by Baptism. A recent publicat1on 

f rom the ranks of this e;roup says: 

Baptism si ~nifl ed not only the covenant o f ~race 
v1h i.oh God has made wi ·i;h people and the washing 
away of our s 1na in Christ and union with llim , 
but also the application of redemption to our 
lives by the Holy Sp:i.rit. It si t;?ni fi ed re~e nera­
t i onp the new birth f rom above, wh5ch ~oa ~ives 
Hi s p eople P and the daily rene,;ling o f their lives. 
Althour:h the Scr ip tures do not teach re r: e nerat :ion 
by baptism, they do teach thst t he l atter symbo­
l i zes the former and thus t he t·wo a1 .. e closely re­
l ateo .19 

This same v1ri ter develops the idea that there 1.s not bapt i s­

mal Brace, bu t that ch i ld r en are covenant ch:! ldren. In v i ew 

o f' this covenant rcltttionahip Christian parents have t h e du ty 

laid on them that next to their own love for ~od thev are ., 

dili~e ntly and prayerfully to nurt:Jre their children in the 

Christian faith.20 

A European writer who holds the fundamental Ref ormed 

l8Jean A. Thompson, Sara G. Klein, and Elizabeth c. 
Gardner, Before They!!:,! ~'hree: Infants !..!19. Two-year-olds in 
the Home and Church (Philadelphia, The Westminster Press, 
o.1954), PP• 85 f. 

19,.~. Euf!ene Osterhaven, What !.s Chr! stien Baptism? 
(Grand Bapidsz Society for Reformed Publications, o.1956), p. 43. 

20Ibid., P• 55. 
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view shows that ns t i;rral b ir: th 1 nto ti'Je c h u r·ch is to be re-

garde~ us the sign of t he d i vine wil l to 3a lvotion a nd con­

sequer. t ly as cla i m to !'ecept ·io n !r.t.0 the fell ::>ws n jp o f Chr i st . 

His sta t ement o f the relation ~e t wee, f aith and 3ap ti s x shows 

that ~e doe s not re~ard the aacramant as a means of ~race: 

~e t herefor e co~e to the followin~ conclu s 1on 
about the relat i on bet~een foith and Boptism: 
l) after ~aptis~ , ta 5t h Ss demanded ~f all t~ose 

baptized; ~-
Q) before Baptls m, t h e dec l arati on of r21th l s a 

si ,; r101' the d i vine w:i 1 1 that Baptism tak e 
p l ace, dci-na nd ed fr'Jrn ad~lts who in<ltvidually 
come ove:r f' r')m J u oa:lsm or heatbe n:!. sm, bu t tn 
othe r casas lacking ; 

3 ) du r t me. t h e bapt'J.s. al act, f' s :i.th is der:rnnded 
., h . - . . 0 1 a t t . e ~ray)nf> con~re7,at1on o~ 

l'Jote sh:) 1ld b e taken t h at- he does n::it ment,.1on anyth:in~ -;:,f 

'I'h'.11J;:,h t his wri t or does not oxpl:lci tly me ntton t hat 

Chris tian educs t ion is t o f ollow Baptism, he does give in­

dicat i on that there 1s to be o h11:nan response ef'ter· Baptls mo 

ih1s response w~~ld not only i~clude t h e fai t h mentioned 

above ; b u t w:>U ld also inc l u de ins'i;r~ ction whi c h would lead 

toe p~acticinp Christian life o 

Thus it is c~nfirmed that Baptism, so far es it 
ls essentially a sacrament of reception, p::> i n t s 
t'.:> th~ future s nc1 demands from the future a 
human response. 1~is holds pood for all persons 
bopt1z ~d, whether as ad:,1 ).ts or childr en, and 
~hether they had faith p~evi ous to Bapt i sm or 
n~to ~y beptism~l faith i! not ~1mply £aith in 
Ghrist's work i.n ~eneraI but on tne aui-ce suec!f'ic 
deed whic'ii"'tie performe~ u'po'li me .at the mome~t of 

2loscax· Cullman, Rap~ism 1!! the~ Testament, transleted 
by ,T . !C s. Heid (Ch:lca r.to: Henry Re rgnar y Co., 1950), p. 55. 
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:n;;;r Bap t i3v;1 i n my i'l e ·l ri ~ :r·e c e i v0d }nt o ·cbe :i.nn e r 
~!.'cle o c- ·b:ls RTnE«R>r:i; tha ~ Js , f "nt o his oortFily 
.b..)~:,,. • ~ 0 0 ·--·· 
It r~ ns oontrary t o t ~c ~ca~!ng ~ 1s t 3 t has 
plna s e d ~, od to f i v o t o ~5ap 'd.sm :i f. t he Church 
1• n0. 0:r• ta 1<,~s t ho ."\'i"l_r1 t i sm ·J f a man :!.nJiscri mi na t e l -y t 
t hat ts:, wi thout a ny d:lv i~ s 1 :n 3!.~J ·:.,r,:es ti. ~ ~he 
pr o s pe n t o ~ h !s parsevara~ce ln Ba p t 1s~ vithin 
the c otJ'\:nLtn i.ty . ~1uch ~a!-1 d .s rr. v;ould ·b-e h ;.s t as 
n:>ntrl\:ry -Eo I' ·' eson as t!':.e s o .. ·call ed Gm(,;r ;e r:cy 
Bap t ism of s c hild mor ta l l y s i c k o I f he i s n~t 
~xpec ted t o belon ~ t o the e arth ly Bod y of Ghr is t , 
t h e n 'this nec ess0r•·11· seco nd act of t he 8 a nt :i s mal 

•I t '.)i'> . • 

ev en t c a • not f oJ lowo G~ 

'J.ho l ost e r :,tip :·.s tmJ o e up ':.)f d e nomine t'!ons i.vh :i.ch hold 

a nd p r o f f%5 th a t Ba p t i s m i s a meo.ns wh e-reby the .;race of C-o d 

c omes t o t he pe r s on ba p t i z ed o Ac t · . .ta l ly there s re f ou r (3 e­

nonr.1 na t 1 ~rnz 1.n t t :i s r;r oup t h ou.sh one 0 f them, t he Lu the r an 

rernn in:i nF grouj_)S are t he Hol y J r ien ta l Ca tt.oli c ~r.d Apos t o l i e 

Church ( Or thod-.n : Chu rch ) P 'fhe Holy Ca tho lie Apost olic Rome n 

Chu r ch (Home n Ca t h olic ), a nd 1'he An glican and .Sp:i.s copal 

r '.l.' , 1 t h ,1hL1rcho hough these g roups a ... s ate t ~a t t hrough ::eptism 

t he gra c e o r God is brought to t he i ndj vidual, the re are 

differences evidont as t he grJups are compsr edo 

'Ih e Orthodox ·.J11urch bel ieve s t hat Bapt1s m t s a n ~ctu al 

mea ns of p.race. 1 conc i se s ummary ';)f t he t oschi n~ •::> .f' t b is 

~rou p is t he f o l lowing : 

Bapt:tsm is performed by t r 1.ne - tr~ple - 1.rnmersion. 
I t is sa id t o a ~nv ey the f or~iveness of si ns not 
only ne~a ti voly by t h e removal of sin a nd 1 ts gu ilt 
and punish.'Tle nt but also positively by eff ect1. ng the 

22rb1a. po 50o --- ' 
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rep·enm"e,;, lon snd j us t:i.ft ontion o f t h e ·s oul. r~~r, ­
t :t::i~n res tores '"11.an to his or5. ·~ i n.ul ri. r-t>hto::>~HnH·,ss. 
Orth odoxy meint.s5na that th0 l ust. or concup..,s­
cence, Dhj ch ~emalna fn t~a hapti zea, i u not sin­
ful ~nd ~e~a\ na wit~~at s plritue l dama r o , eve n ss 
petri :H 1c! oeeth r·emaln 5n th0 :·)s_~t5 zod . Tbe S[~cr.:;i -

' ment of Grn:· :i.sm1, 01° n~)ly Anno!.nc:i t\~ , or• Co rifir·~11!Jt·l or, , 
i s sai d to complete B&ptjsa aad is Gdm1nistered 
11,m;e<l:i.ately a f ter J:i8ptis m. 23 

Rop t:i. sm b1'inf s to t h e so·J.1 'Jf r.Jan ·the S:-Jnc tlf':/ 5.11:-~ 
u- r·uce t hst w0;ld h~ve co.me to .n:·. in f!eno r·s tl on 
had M.h1m not sinned. o • o I t ~omits t he s::>ul 1.n-
to Hoeven and enEbles i t to see s nd kno• nod os 
lJe fJe (lS 1:1nd k nows Hlms e lf o B,~t it s merely wh l:i t; 
! s r0Q;1 5r ed f or- !:rno:i.ng tHtd knor,11n(~ Fi1t11. 'Hie s ~ul 
t hat ba s onl J t~is ~r oe~ will be, huma nly s pc3 ~ j~~ , 
f'ar :;:1ws~ f r•om (;.oa • • • 'J:h0 ~r~ ce of Baptiom • • o 

mi ~ht he oomp~rad to the life of ~n inrant . All 
it~ po~er D are there, but their copac,t~ s nd Qct! ~-
5ty is very smGll. Proo5r devolooment will in~~enae 
its ~ossibilit1e2 .24 - -

'Ihe cble f' e ffects of sancii lfyin.s ~race ::n·•3 g 1V\"'1!1 t.: s: 

f irst, it makes us holy s nd plees1n~ to God; 
second it m.tikos ,;s adopted ch tld:r·en of r.oo; t t i1·d, 
} t in~k es us temples ol" the Hol:v Ghost; fourth a 1 t :::;"t.: . , 
.~5.vea us t h o ri. ~ht to h0~110n. u 

'lnls ssnct.ify- :1.n~ or hsbi ti.::~l r;.ruce must be supplemented by 

- - --· --·---

24,Joseph Jocobs, 'l'l~ Sscr·smentar:y ~reaehinr.s ·:>f tt.e Church 
(.Poston: ~.1eodor "t-ubl!shlng Company, c.1 936), p. 5.:3 !'. 

25r,,ranc5.s J. Connell, Baltimore Catecb1sm, Bavtsed Con­
f'ra tern:!. ty KU tion No. 3 ( New York: · Benz i ;?er Sr:->thers, Inc., 
194,9), P• 66. 
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s uperna tural help ,r ~od which enli ~~t ens our m1~d 
snd s t renRth0ns ou~ ~i ll to do ~~od ~~a to av oid 
evi 1 .. 26 · 

i~'ro D:l Br uno de.n oc-)s 1; h0 H& C\X'9!nent GS 8 n o u tv,•,,pd 
s 7 !n of a c~rras pond 5n~ i nviRible ~r ~cc o=do 5n~d 
h y .Tesus Ch i•Js t ~s s p{,r nsnc-rn t m~S'1S ·ln t.ne Ch1n·cl: 
8nd ~·Jhi c h , hy v:1.¥·t~Jo ~ f Cl'.rr· ·J s t 's 5 r- f' ·i~lte 111er"i. ·:. s~ 
ba s po,:er• t::) c:onve~ t o the ;,vor 'c!r;y 'Nice:i VG!' th e 
r~rnco •:ih:5cb \ t s1:t ni ~''.1.es o '1'!10 object, o f' t he ~r:ic -
r urncnt.s is to eppl·:;r tl'1e f p : ·it of ::,~1r Ssv:i o7'1 s 
:r ed e r.1\)t :.1 o n to :r: 0n oy r: o nveyi i:l !.,. 9 t h r :m Ph their 
!Yi N lr.S II t~ 0 1)!' S 0 ilS Edth:?J' t h e ?:hS ~):i.tD[;)l p;rnc e 11 

of J~Jst5 f·; c e t i ~n jT' e •1 .i ri~reaae or t te s::imc end 
a ooln"' 'l n rr tr; of ~) t.!H~r "~r~c:es or-· 'c~·,o r•0e overy of 
Ju; t i f1c i tion wten lost o 

i he ~ecro ments contain a nd confer "the arsce 
v1h :1.c~1 t h ey ::;-; ~nH'y . 11 In other ,:,:,rds , they i ;·!t­

p:n•t t he :H.'!nctify:in,{ r·ra ~e a"'O t:ll :i ts con­
comitants, viz., the divJnc vir ?ues or f s jth 
and tbe infused moral virt~es . In a dd1 t1o n , 
eoch s ocr~~en t confers i ts ~ ,n specif ic s acrs­
m0nta l ::>: t'8 <H3 o .Juetit'lc.tJt:to n is theref ore ob­
t ir.abl~ onlv t ·.rOilr:h the s .scra???ents aDoo'lri t~ed 
bv t b e Church o • o ; Rome ' s view of fa i ih as a 
m~re in t ell e c tual assent and its def1n5tion of 
~rcce a s an infus ed quality in man beco~es 
ov ident in a t,iof'ol d :na nner in i ta s:.:i c r er-1e,·,t;.1l 
·c' .. eolo~o!.Y • In tht~ f 5rst p l a c e , ~rnly tbe S:3cre ­
ments are mea ns of t,~race. 11 '!he Word i s not • 
• • • In the s econd place, Rome vi~or ously de­
fonds the ex opere opercto· e rficacy or the 
secramen.ts-:,:?'r -.. · - · · 


