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STATEM EHT OF THE PROBLEM

The purpose of thils thesis is tc look at the sducation-
al implications of Holy Baptism in order to show different

manners of iwmplementinzg and bringing to fruition these educa-

o~

s

jonal implications in the 1life of the individual child.
Serious concern has been expressed in several gquarters
of Christianity that Holy Baptism has become in many in-
steances merely & formality. It is this concern that prompts
this study. Several sexamples can be cited to point up this

concern, The {irst is & quotation from the Anglican Church

8 a8 quoted in Time, the weekly news magazine;
It is common knowledse, thast in the present state
of Englend, many perents bring the*r children to
the font o be "done" with scant knowledze of
what 18 really involved . o » uuas=st5 s show tha
*awrnly two=-thirds of the children baptized in in-
fancy are never brouzht to confirmation o o« « o

..i

2]
=it
[

inother i1s a8 statistlical report which 1s taken from the

Statiatical Yearbook of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. -

In 1955 34,681 chlldren were confirmed in North
America., But in 1241, fourtesn years eariier,
38,320 infants were baptized. In other words,
3,838 children baptized by our psstors in 1941,
or 9 per cent of the total, were not confirmed
last year., This 1s an annual situation., In a
perjod of 20 years, from 1920 to 1932, 105,978
ci:ildren baptized were not confirmed.é

1'Refusing the Font," Time, IXVI(Septemher 5, 1955), 34.

23tatistical Yearbook, compiled by Armin Schroder (St.
Louis:  Concordia Publishiny House, 1256), p. 262,
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These statistics of The Lutheran Church--¥isgouri Synod
will vary with the different districts of that church body.

As an example, the Western District published

;| O8 o
the {icures

4

ct
o
o

at in 1940 2,065 infants were baptized by pastors in that
district; however, in 1953 only 1,555 children were con-
trmed.® It is apparent that the difference here is ~rester
than for the entire bady. The percentage of difference is

et ter than twenty-five percent. These percentares and

Ficures show thet there must be some mis-understandinc or

of Holy Baptism.
The over-all picture of the statistics of The Lutheran

Church~-=-Migsgsouri Synod does not show anywhere near the per-

centare of los

147]

from Raptism to Confirmation at the present

-

time as reported for the Anglican Church of Ensland. These
atatistics do show, however, that @& goodly amount of concern
could and should be expressed concerning the educsational ir-
plications in Holy Baptism,

This study will concern itself chlefly with the subject
of infant baptism and the educstional Implications for the
child so baptized, though some reference will be made to
adult baptism and the educational implications present in

such a baptism,.

SBaptizinz and Tesching Them, Report published b& the
Western District of Tne Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod,
1954, :

lack of underatanding c¢oncerning the educational implications

e~
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THE DOCTRINE 0@ HOLY BAPTISM

In dealing with Baptism 1t 1s necessary to bear in mind
‘that Baptism 1is nof merely & church custom, but a divine
ordinance, explicitly commandied by Jesus in Hls charze to
V19 disciples as recorded in the Jospel of St. Matthew:

Yake disciples of all rations, baptizing them in
the name of the Mather and of the Son and of the
Holy Chost, teaching them to observe all things
wnatsoever I have commanded you, and, lo, I am 1
with you always, even unto the end of the world.

There are problems which are raised in connection with
this WMatthaean passace. However, a deteiled study of these
problems will not be made in this paper, For completeness,
they are ziven with a short evaluation:

1. The citations of the verse in & shorter form by
Tusebius have suggested that his shortened form
represents an earlier and better text.
The absence of Synoptic parallels is said to
make the authenticity of the commsnd uncertain.
« The Trinitarian theologzy of verse 20 is held to
be too advanced to be possible on the 1lips of
our Lord at this staze.
4. 1 Corinthians 1:17 is thousht to be inconsistent
with such 8 commission.
5. The early Church baptized "into the Hame of
Jesus"” rather than into the Triune lsme.
6. The universality of the Commission (all nations)
may be an indication of a later development.z

o
°

(&)}

Tnis paper accepts the command of Christ as recorded in the

13, matthew 23:19,20.

e

2P, W. Bvans, Sacraments %n the New Testament (London:
The Tyndele Press, 1547), p. 11.
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238th chapter of St. Matthew's CGospel as correct and suthen-
tice Nor does it find the trinitarian theology out of har-

mony with the Lord's teachinss at any stace. 1In the 1 Corin-

-t

thians 1:17 passaze the purpoas of St. Paul is not to belittle

the doctrine of Baptism, nor to make this an exclusion clause,

but to show the prime purpose of his ministry. Beptizing in
to the "name of Jesus"” does not do vioclence to the command
in St. Metthew, for as Dr, Peiper brimzs out

The Apostles'! Baptism, a@ccording to Christ's in-
atructions, "in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy fhost"” was eo ipso bhaptizing

in the nsme (cﬂ'z fw evoied Ty )y UDON N the n name, (EV IW"Vﬂvdh)
and 2180 into connection with the name (€/5 75 dvoma )
of Christe Since Christ has commanded Baptism in
{ n
t

o~

of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, this Be ep-

o
0

fsam 1s a RBaptism “1r Czv] the neme of Christ.”

o » o W@ must reomember that confessling the name of
Christ always includes confesging the Holy Trinity,
as Scripture clearly teaches.v

P
The universality of the cormand (21l nations) is not out of
haermony with other commands and revelatlons of Christ. This
universality can be seen in the pessaze from ILuke: "And that
repentance and remission of sins should he preeched in His
name amongz all nations, besinning at Jerusalem."4 Another

paésserze which shows the universality of Christ's commands

to His disciples is in His charce to them 2t His Ascension:

But ye shall recelve power after that the Holy
Chost 1s come upon vous and ye shall be witnesses
unto ¥Me both in Jerusalem and in Judaea, end in

Srrancis Pieper, Christian Dommatics (St. Louiss GCon-
cordia Publishing House, c.1958), LIil, 25%.

45¢., Luke 24:47,
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Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

The objections which are ralsed to this passare which
gives the command to baptize, can be answered on the basis
of the other parts of Scripture as has been Indicated.

The divine institution of Beptism can also be seen {rom
the practice and writings of the Apostles. At Pentecost
Raptism was enjoined by the Apostles, when Feter spoke and
said, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sinsg "

The ILmthersan Church holds and teaches that Holy Baptism
is a Sacrament. The Lutheran definition of & Sacrament 1s
important for an underatanding of its teaching in regard to
Holy Ba;tism. This mizht be stated as follows:

By a Sacrament we mean (1) a sacred act, instituted

by tod Himself; (£) in which there are certaln ex-

ternal means (3) cornnected with His Word; (4) and

by which God offers, gives, and seals unto us_the

forziveness of sins which Thrist has merited.”’

In conformity with this doctirival statement, the Luther-
an Church believes and teaches that throusmh Baptism the in-
fant {and older person) becomes a part of the Yinsdom of 7od.
To use the term "invizsinla® and/or “visible” in ceonnection

with the concept of the Xingdom of Fod is only to cloud the

issue. Through this means of grace, the forgiveness of flod

5Acts 1:8.
Sacts 2:33.

70swald Riess, What Does the Bible Say? (Detrolt:
Bethany Evanzelical Lutheran Church, 1958), p. 64.
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in Christ is brourht to the individual baptized. Throuzh
Baptism that infant is brouzht into fellowship with Christ
and made 8 member of His Church.

The sceriptural basis for this teaching 1s found in all
of the passages which speal of Baptism brinzing forciveness
to the individual. %Yhe passeze from Acts brinss this out,
“"repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of

Jesus Christ Egg EEE remission of sins . . ,."3 Another

’

passaze is, "Arise, and be baptized, snd wash away thy sins."®

Among other passases which could be marshalled is Paul's
statement to Titus,

Not by works of righteousness which we havae donse,
but accordng to his merey he seved us, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly throuzh
Jesus Christ our Savior; that being justified by
his grace, we should be made heirs sccording to
the hope of eternsl life

reter also mskes 8 besutiful comparison of beinz seved by
the water of Raptism as Noah was saved by water in the 014
Testament,
« « When once the lonz suffering of God waited
in the days of Noan, while the ark was & pregar-
ing, wherein few, that is eight souls were saved

by water. The like figure wqereunto seven baptism
doth also now save us .

9%cts 22318,
10ritus 3:5-7.

111 ferer 3:20-21.

a
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Dr. rancis Pleper brinzs this

ha wrltes:

Above all,

7

out vary clearly when

we must clesrly recopgnize and maintaln

that laptism 13 8 means of grace. Baptlism is no
more v 1o less then a divinely ordaine " means
whereby God in a speciazl mannar conveys and im-
parts to the “orson baptized the remission of sinsg
proviiad - him by Chriat's satisfactio vicaris.
Tn ot r worsy, Liptiu is a means oOf justificl-
t*ol, medlium mp-ificationis slve romissionis
cecatorum. BaLi’sn 18 not & work we offer tO
ﬁEﬁj"Fﬁf-Tne that 00d does to n3 and by which
"nod of'fers and vrelentas the ra;i;;ian of sins.”
(Trizl. 359, Apol., XXIV,13).1%
e differcnce betvzen Raptliswm and the ¥Tord of Christ s @

a
. .

neans ot

following

Viay:
%li-rein dc
{yom the Word of

B Enkal ant

Chrd

suci 8 kbest. al we hava
tiors 'The s tncti-e

1
is rathei thHa

a7
£ Lne
singli gparc.n bolomés

-

grace is pointed ou

.4 Baptism a3 & means of

YLeuiinnce

Tomise af e

the

nr 2 - 2
writer in

grace differ
T Hot in an individual
of thg Simtasjon of sins;

alvilin ;rlva ;e absolu-~
ghi: actoristic of Téutism
oe fﬁvex to @&
"9isivle Word," vivbum

igibile, Aa thé iipology says: “Ans Godf at the
wame t. a2, by tho Word and by the rits, moves
rearts tc believe anc confelve P ith, j-st as
‘'sul sars, tom. 10:37: "Faith o *1 by hearing.

16 Jdat as the Word watar. the'es; ;r order to

strike our huurt,

30 ihe rvite itself

atrikes the

eye (1qc:rr1t in ocv‘os) in order to move the

heartl” (TF?'I

30«', s)tJ’Jc} 1"'

waith is wrought by Baptism, a faith which clings to

and is implanted by the %ord and promises of

previous writew states it:

“hen Scripture says:

12pieper, op. clt., p. 263.

151bid., p. 2¢4.

"Reinz born azain .

iod., Or as the

« o DY
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, The Word of God" (1 Peter 1:23); "Which shall

¥ believe on Me throush their Corg" {(Tohn 17:20);
"falth cometh by hearing” (Romans 10:17), 1t
declares the Word to be not "an attendinm cir-
cumstance,” but the 1nst“um¢ntaliuv through
which regenseration is wrouzht or sf“h worked,
Besides these Scripture texts speak not of
thinrs vaCﬂd ng or rellom.n* feﬁarpration, but
of regeneration itse alf 014

The TLutheran Chureh helieves that the Scripturalness
of Infant Baptism is well established. The command to bap-
tize ziven in Metthew 22 and quoted earlier in no wsy excludes
children from the concept "8ll nations.” The words of Christ

to Nicodemus surelv go not exclude cghildren who are then in

Verily, verily, I asay unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of 5od. That uh ¢h is born of
Flosb is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.lS

<

Mr. Pleper pives two passages in showinge the Scripturalness

of Infant Baptism:

The Scripturalness of Infant Baptism is established
by Sceripture passaces such as Maryk 10:18-16 and
Col.2:11,12., In the fTirst text two things are
evident: (1) Also little children {(Iuke czlls them
PPEPY , infants, 13:15) are to be brought to Christ:
(2) infants, too, are able to receive spiritual
blessinzs and actually are members of the XKingdom
of God., « « ¢« COle 2:11,12 states that Baptism
has supplanted the 0l1d Testament 3acrament of Cir-
umcision. It is therefore the means of grace for
children. Calov comments: "Sacramentum baptismi
Christus surrogatum volult circumcisioni.™16

141bid., p. 129,

1531:. John 3:5-6-

16pieper, op. clt., Ds 277,
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This same thing is stated another way in the Apology of The

Aumaburgz Confession:

necessary to baptize little children,

se of salvation may be applied to

a to Christ's command, Matthew 22:1¢
ions. Just as here °"7vat10n is
Beptism 1s offered to all, to

en, infants.l?

This paper does not intend to go into a discussion of
the mode of Baptism, exceprt to say that the ILutheran Church
believeas that a valid Baptism conslists in the application
of weter in any manner, by washinz, pourinm, sprinkling or

Y

fmmersing in connection with the trinitarian formula piven

Though the term "initiatory rite" is a common expression
thin church agroups with a Reformed background, it is
not used renerally within Lutheran circles. The term could
be used to show that the porson baptized has been received
into fellowship with Christ by this sacrament. Dr. ¥ayer
glves a similar term when he states:

Some Lutherans have designated Zaptism 8s sacra-

mentum initistionis and the Last Supper as sacra-
mentum conlirmationis.l8

In order to distinguish between the two terms, this paper

will spesk of the TLutheran concept as an "initlatory

17" Apolony of the Augsburg Confession,” Triclot Gon-
cordia: The Svmbolical Books of the Evansmelical Lutheran
Church (St. Louis: Concoroia Fublishing House, 1921), D245,

i8¢, &, Mayer, The Hellizlous Bodies of America (St

‘Touias “oncordia rublishing House, c¢.1954), pe 164.
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sacrament” to dlstinguish this from the idea prevalent in
Reformed circles, where Baptism ia looked upon as merely 2
rite whereby a person comes Iinto fellowship with the visible
conzregation in a certaln place.
¥ith the above in mind Baptism can truthfully be. called’
an initietory Sacrasment, and the child who has been bhaptized

has heen recel

<

ed into the blessed communion with Christ,
has been made a part of the "communion of saints,” has re-

ceived falth from God. Dr. Pleper states it in this way

-
°

]
v

3 CT =le
P
! {1

s Is not a potential, but an actual faith,
, one they have now as children (Matthew
1 John 2:13%), and they not merely expect
members in the Church, but are members
10;14),1%
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Baptism is an act complete in itself, and therefore 1t
is performed only cnce in the 1life of an individual. Trhrouzh
Baptism a person is brought into a covenant relationship with
zod., On the part of Cod that covenant will s tand for all
time., Fven though man in his sinfulness will leave the cov-
enant, he needs only te return to it to have 1ts benefits
anew, namely, the assurance of sins forgiven. Thus we can
see that Baptism has meaning for the individual throughout
his life., Dr. Pieper shows this continuinz meaning of Bap-
tism when he writes:

Though administered only once, Baptism is to be

used by Christians throughout their whole life,

Nowhere do the Apostles call on Christians to re-
peat Baptism; however, they frequently recall to

19%pieper, op. olt., Po 277,
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their minds the Raptism once received, This re-
minder is intended both for consolation snd ad-
monition. In Gal. 3:26-27 reul reminds the
Christians that by their Raptism they put on
Christ, that 1s, become God's children, without
the Law, by faith in Christ. In Rom, 6:31f,

Paul employs Baptism for admonition, instructing
Christlians that by thelr ""p+asm they have bhe-
come dead unto sin, but alive unto righteousness,
Peter strikingly sets forth

the consols "or of
2aptism, Fe says (1 Pet. 3:21; that as Noah and
nis family were saved by the wat 8T 0of the *lood,
evern so the weter of BSeptism now ssves us, and
the reason ne gives is that 3aptwsm is "not the
putting away of the {lesh, but the coveﬁant of
a good conscilence toward God." Baptis then,
involves the establishment of @ cavv“ant of
grace between (od and the person baptized. W®ith
r204 reason, therelfore, the daily repentance of
Chrﬁstiaaa (poentientia stantiom) is cal-“é a
dally return to Baptism, or to the covenant of
<a~q.3ﬁ, inasmuch a&s the believers dai lv carfe )
their transgressions, by feith seize the remis-
sion of sins guaranteed by Beptism, and tnw
cuwﬂolcy, strive for fruits worthy of repentance

in a new life

Also the repentance of backsliders (poenitentia
lapsorum) does not consjst in seizing the "second
plank” (secunds tsbula), the Roman Sacrament of
Penance, but in a return to the grace of which
Baptism gssures us.~<

In view of the act that Baptlam hes meaning for the
individual throughout his 1ifs, it follows thaet he should
learn something about his PBaptism, about what came to him
in Baptism, about the meaning of Baptism for his 1life, about
the thinss expected of him as g baptized child of Zod. These
expectations show the necessity of Christian education that

flows from Baptism 1tself. In the case of an adult a certain

amaunt of Christian education or instruction will be received

20ptepar, op. cite., ps 275,
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before his Baptism, however, this educatlve process ghould
continue after his Paptism &and throughout his 1ife. In fTact,

n this sducative process by

sty

he himself should have & part

~

seeking to prow in the grece of God, the knowledme of his

Tord Jesus Christ, and in the grace of Christian living. 1In
the case of the infant or child the education or instruction
will be received after the individual has been baptized and

.

3 | - + 2 L 3 17 ol fyy h !
will also continue throughont h

s
@0

1.

e
L

€. Iuither in his larze

Catechism brings this out with the terse statement:

e s

e« « o every Christian has enocugh in Baptiam to

learn and to practice 81l of his life; for he

has always enough to do to belleve {irmly what

it promisea and brings: victory over death and

the devil, forgiveness of sins, the grace of Cod,

the entire Christ, end.the Holy Ghost with His =ifts.®l

That baptized children, no less than edults, sra to be
educated as Christians is alsc inherent in the very command
which Christ gave to His disciples when He told them to bep-
tize, Stolz, though he does not recognize the.sacramental
character of Baptiam, presenta a picture of edvucational im-
plications in these words of command,

Jesug! final commission to the apostles jia an
educational challenze: "Go ye therefore and
make disciples of all nations . . « teaching
them o « " Matt, 28:19,200 e e @ The charge
of Jesus to His disciples implies that teach-
ing is a primary method of promoting His cause;
that the Christian relizion is mediated in the
teaching process; and that the spirit of Christ

2lywartin Inther, "The Large Castechism,” Trizlot Con=-
cordias The Symbolical Books of the Evanselical %utﬁeran
Church (St. Iouis: Concordis Fublishing House, 1991), p. 743,
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is present with all who sincerely, devotedly, and
intelligently accept Chrisgt's tesching commission,
o o o An unbroken succession of teaschers in church
and home has medlated the Ohr?ﬂtlﬁﬂ faith from its

2

inception to this very hour,

A more detalled presentation of the areas of education
and the responsibilities for this educstion will be dezlt
with in section III of this paper., Here, suffice it to say,

Christian education is inherent in Baptism itself,

€2rarl R. Stolz, The Church and Psychotherapy (New
Yorks; Abinsdon-Cokesbury Press, c.l1943), p. =04,
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Thouzh every Christisn denominatlon 1ls ready to admi

that the "miracle of hirth" is & manifestaetion of the love

ferent denominations vary in their pro-

posals and teachings a4s T2 how the parents should proceed

in dealing with the little baby in the realm of spirituval

0% e : - vy e lm A b 2 ¥+ B
There are saome zroups which reject Bs

tism Iin its en-

O

tirety in the historical Christian sense, Amons these are

groups like the Luakers, who

consider the Chriatisn 3scraments to bas were
rituals without sny re2l sigznificance. Any
event in 1li7e is considered sacramental if it
is truly an ovwtward sign of an inward mracs.
v Eaeos

pter Baptism 18 sajid to be at best but 8 symbol

of the Baptism with fire andé the Holy “host,!

Another group in this classificastion is the Salvetion Army
whose attitude toward the sacrementis, includins PBaptiasm, is
summarized as follows by Dr. Hayer:

Baptism and the Tord's Supper are pluced on & par
with the abrogated Jewish ceremonies, are said to
be unnecessary lor salvation or the development of
gpiritual lirfe and evidently not intended to be
perpetually observed., The sall-important Baptism
is said to be the Baptlsm with the lioly 3Spirit,

ir. E. Mayer, The Religious Bodies of America (St.

Louis: Coneordia Publishing House, ¢.1954), p. 412,
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which "results in the nurifyﬁrr of the heart and

in power for service," The dedication of children,

teatimony, wearing uniforms, pledcing total ebsti-

nence, being sworn in, and regulations are said to
accowrlish the same ends which advocates of "water

Baptism” claim for Baptism.2

Pr. Mayer's evaluastion of these positions, given in 8
Tootnote with the preceding guctation, 1s pointedly clear:
"The allepedly 'neutral position! towsrd the Sacrsments is
tantamount to 8 relection of the Sscramenta.”~ %?en lookiasz
for educational implications in Holy RBaptism, it is unneces-
garvy Lo conslder these mroups.

In order to trsat thils subjiect, the educstional impli-
cations in Holy Baptism, the denominatisns of Christendom
have been divided into three proups. The grou;
upon thelr different sttlitudes towsrd Holy Bspitism, or more
specificaily, ialfant or pedo-~baptism. These groupin-s are:
first, those who do not believe that the infant should be
baptized at all; secondly, those who believe that the infant
should be baptlzed, but that baptism is merely an outward
symbolical act; and, thirdly, those who believe that an in-
fant should be baptized because through Baptism the infant
receives something which is important for his spiritual lifre.
It mast be remembsevred that the denominational names which sre

given, especially in the first two groupinvs, sctually cover

e larze number of groups. It is felt to be unnecessary to

2Tbid., pe. 344,
Ibid., Note 3.
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give all the individual denominational names of these differ-
ent groups. For the purposes of this study, the names whlich
are used will be sufficiently clear.

The first group consists of those who do not believe
that infants should be baptized. Included in this grouping
are the Baptist denominations and the Christian churches,

The basis of thelir contention that infents should not be bhap-
tized rests upon their understending that there mumat bhe fsith
before & person can bhe haptized., When dealins with the bap-
tismsl command of Christ In St. Matthew 22:19 they believe
that the person must first be made a disciple by heing teught
and then baptized. The attitude of the group is that s’nece
an infant cannot he tausht the Christiaun relicsion, it cannot
have faith, and therelore, should not be baptized. Baptism,
for them, becomes merely an outward symbol whereby a person
shows the inner condition of his or her heart. The individ-
val in fulfilling the command to be baptized expresses hisg
faith.

In the words of & leading Baptist theoloslan, this
could be stated as follows:

Christian Raptism is the lumersion of a bheliever

in water, in token of his previous entrance  into

the communion of Christis death and resurrection,

or, in other words, in token of his rezsneration

through union with Christ.?

Thnis sare writer in speakling of the proper subjects of

4augustus Wopkins 3trong, Systematic Theolory (Fhila-

“delphia: The Judson Press, ¢.1907), p. 931.
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Baptism has this to say:

The proper subjects of Beptism are those only
who give credible evidence that they have been
regenerated by the Holy Spirit - or in other
words, have entered by faith Ilnto the communion
of Christ's death and regurrection.®

The position of this group, its opposition to infant
Baptism, prompts these statements. The group doss not look
upon Beptism as g Sacrament Iin the Lutheran sense of 8 means
of grace. Vhen this group deals with the Sible passaces
which spealk of Rgptism giving the forgiveness of sins and the
assurance of salvation, they show that this has merely a
gsymholical significance. This Is attested by the following
aguotation:

St, Matthew 3:11 “I indeed baptize you in water
unto repentance." Hark 1l:4 "the baptism of re~-
pentance untc remission of sins." Mark 16:16
"He thet belicveth and is baptized shall be
saved.” John 3:5 "Except one be born of water
and the spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of (God." . « . 8re to be explained as per-
ticular inatances "of the general fact that, in
Seripture lenmuare, a aingle part of a complete
action and even thet part which is most obvious
to the senses, is often mentioned for the whole
of it, and thus, in this case, the whole of the
solemn transsction is desipgneted by the external
symbol." TIn other words the entire chanse, in-
ternal and external, spiritusl and ritual, is
referred to in languare belonzing strictly only
to the ontward aspect of it.

Thouzh these anti-~pedo-baptists do not look upon Bsp-

tism as a means of grace in the Luthersn sense of the term,

5Ibid., p. 945.

61ibid., p. 946.
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nor do they f£ind any ground for Christisn education irherent
in Baptism itself, they still have & highly developed pro-
gram of education. There is an association of Baptism and
teaching in their midst which can be readily seen from a
presentation ol what they call "the relative order of baptism
the third commend in this chain of obedience."? The writer
speaks of the pgreat commission glven by Christ and savs:

By the examination of this commission, as ziven

by #atthew end Mark, the items stand thus: "Irst -

Teaching or presching. Second -~ Belief or fai

on the part of the tauvght. Third - The %apﬁasm
of the believer in vhrist. Fourth - The tesching
or inatructing of the disciples in all the com-
mandments of Christ. And, lastly, the promise of
the Savior is, to be with those who execute his

commisaion to the end of the world."
From this guotation it can be seen that these groups believe
thut Christian education should precede Raptism g8 well as

follow 3t. The purposze of this Christian educstion is to
%)

brinrs a8 person to falth in vhrist so that he will be beptized.

After Bpptism @ person is expected to grow in the teachings
of Christ.

The second group consists of those denominations which
accept infant Baptism merely as 2 symbol of & eovenant be-
tween %od and the parents of ﬁhe infant. Included smong
these are the different Methodist groups, the Presbyterians

and the Reformed bodles.

7D. B. Ray, Baptist Succession (Rosewead, Califarnia:
The Ring's Press, c. 1949), p. 219,

81bid.

-
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The Methodist Book of Discipline has this to say sbout

chlldren and Baptism:

=

"

not

Ye hold that all children, by virtue of the un-
condltional benelfits of the atonement, sre mem-~
herg of the Xingdom of God, and therefors gracious=-
ly entitled to Baptism. The minister shall earnest-
1y exhort all persons to dedicate thelr children to
the Lord in ‘ﬂpt,um as early 88 convenient and, be-
fore RBaptism 13 administered, shall dilige .tly in-
gtruect the p“ren*s recsrding the vows which they
assume 1n this Sacrément, It 1s expected of parents
or puardians who present thelr children for Raptiam
that Lksy use all dili~ence in brinzing them up 1in
conformity to the Word of God; and they shall be
admonlished of this oblisz athoq and earnestly exhorted
to falthfulness therein.®

The Methodist Church also assumesa g respongibility to-
the baptized child as can be seen {rom the zame gource:

rd all ckildren who have been baptized as

n visible convenant relation to God and
under the special care and supervision af the
Church. All children who are baptized by 2 ¥etho-
dist minister and other baptized children under
the care of a Methodist Church shall be enrolled
as preparatory members in the YMethodist Church
untll this status is termineted by their reception,
after a proper courae of training, into full
membership, or by death, withdrawal, or transfer
to another evanzelical denomination., . . . when,
a8 & baptized, instructed child in the church, he
cives evldence of understanding his Christian
orivilezes and obligaticns of his Christian faith
and purpose, he may_be admitted intc full member-
ship in the church,i0

We rera
heinz 1

Though these quetations indicate that the child does

receive anything in Baptism, it should be noted that the

9Doctrines and Discivlines of the Methodlst Church,

Edited by Nolan B. Hsrmon (Nashville:; The Wethodist Fublish-
inz House, 1944), p. 40.

101b34.




TR RN TR TR,

will at a future date receive a "proper course of tra
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subject of Christisn educatlion is closely associated with the

act. 1he cnildren are enrolled es "preparatory members” who

ining."

o

When spesking of the instruction that he 1s to receive the
expression ovccurs: "to instruct him in the use of the means
of srace in llving the Christian 11¢e."11 T™ils terminolocy
refers to the use of the ¥ord of God end praver, but does

not refer to the Sacraments in the lutheran sense of msan

L ]

of prace, Another intcresting and important item is the
sexhortation that is given eoncerning parents; they are to
"ase all dilir-ence in brinzing them up in conformity to the
. "1(”,

Yord of God."**

Though these church bodiez do not look upon Baptism

as a Sacrament in the Lutheran sense that it actuzlly bring

-t

the grace of God into the heart and 1ife of the little one,
they do recognize that Raptism should be followed by Chris-
tian training and educstion.

The position of the Presbyterian groups ls guite simi-
lar. One of the writers of these denominations, Dr. C. .,
Fichards, recognizes Raptism as the most sascred and signifi-
cant of all of the ordinances observed by vhristians. e

maintains that there is no "thus saith the Lord" for the

Baptism of infants, but that the practice is based upon

Llansd e perdds

127pid., p. 40.
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inferences.

The fact that tP Magter commissioned His apoatles
to go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the f&ulvr and of the 3on, and of the ¥Foly
Ghost; the {act that Peter in his rreat Fentecostal
B ermon, called on men to he baptlized and added, Tor

the promise 18 to you snéd to your ﬂnildren° and the
additional fact that, among those persons oaﬁﬁ- ad
by the apostles, at least three of them are spoken
of as having been baptized with thelr households
21l point in the same direction. Almost certainly
in some of these groups were included ch11ﬂwmﬂ,
which {act co:“o rlield arn inference that the infant

children off believers have & risht to bapt:
when we add to that the fact that the Wew
clearly recognized that the covenant with Abraham
wags identical with what we call the covenant of
arace and thet the infant chlld of Abraham recelved
the seal of the covenant, then the inference that
chiléren of believers:shoild be baptized becomes 8O
strong as to merit & place in that creedal state-
of our Church,i®

o vy
men

ct

This seme wrlter zives a definition of sacrament,

7]

which 13 worthy of note because it develops the idea of a
covenant relationship.
Wow in this sacrament there are three principal

parts; the covenant itself, the sign and sesl
the covenant, and faith o« o o «

; if

<o

E o o o the sign of the coverant . . . does not

i create the covenant « « « but is a8 visible sign
§ of the covenant already existent, just as the

; rainbow 12 a8 senslible sign of the covenant with
; Moah. It is also the seal of the covenant and
) - answers the purpose of & seal. Vhen the sacra-

ment ig administered properly sccording to the
command of God on the one side and received by
man on his side, 1t may be said that the covenant
18 made under the hand and seal of both contract=
ing parties that it may be binding and sure.i4

13¢, #, Fichards, "The Baptism of Infants,” Bulletin of
Columbia Theolo-ical Semi nary (Decatur, Zeorcmia, Warch,
1248 ), n.pe

14ibid,
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That Baptism is not a

of a meana of grace can he seen from the effects which this
writor lista:
First of §1l1 is its eflfect on the parents. And
among these may be mentuoﬂed that it should pro-
duce in perents a wondering sense of worshin thati
God should have entered into &8 covenant of salvae-
tlom with them = a covenant thal includes 'hc;r
children. ind & second effect gshould be that of
driving parents to an earnest GOﬂuiﬁerﬂiﬁu of
the yeglitv of their faith - & Taith what accepts
the blessings of uhu covenant not only Tor them-
sglves but for thelr children with them. And the
third effect should be to produce in pasrents &
conident assurance of the ultimate salvation of
thelr beptized children.if
The effect upon the child is that it
marks him as a member of the visible church o « o
It does not make him 2 member of the visible church -
he is that by birth to his belleving perents.l?
This same writer draws the coumparison between the American
citizenship which comss to the ctild who is born of American
pasrents, even when born in a foreign country, and this mem-

vership which comes to the

151bid.
161bid.
171vid..
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mother are members of the Christian church,

Though the ¢resbyterians do not recognize Baptism 238 a

(]

My,

sacrament in the sense that the lutheran Church holds and
teaches, they do recognize the necessity of Christian train-
ing following Baptism in the case of chlldren. A very apt

presentation of this is talen from a publication intended

for parents:

A high polint along the course of a child's life
between kirth and entrance inte the church school
is baptﬂsm. it is Interesting to review how John
Calvin felt about this sascrament: "Calvin looks
upon the c¢hild in the covenant as God's c¢hilg,
forpiven of sin and vnvengratcd, with the new

life 2s a latent seed, 2lready at work in its
heart. The child then opens 1ts eves redeemed

on & world in which by careful nurture it is ex-
pected to grow and develop in the Christian ideal
of life and character.. The Important point is

that this chlld is presumptively a Christian.. . « »
The grace of adoption is sealed by baptism.

Too {reguently In discussing baptiam we lay stresas
only on bringing up & child "in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord" and fail to recognize the
basic meaning of the sacrament, that God has laid
his hand upon this child and placed him within the
Church. The ssacrament of baptisu is, sabove all,
od's act., Of course parents should be reminded
of their responsibility to bring up their child

to be what God would have him be. Recognlzing
how great an influence the receiving of this
sacrament can have on the life of the child and
his parents, ministers are iIncressingly using
prebaptismal counseliny to make sure that parents
understand clearly the oblization they are under=-
taking., Also, baptism must be followed by guid-
ance in weys in which parents can discharge their
holy duties in the child's Jhristian nurture.

The congregations too assume responsibility by
promising to do their part. The church should
keep in close touch with 1ts baptized children
and their parents and should provide the best
possible teachers and facilitlies for the program
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of Christian educatlon.i3

Reformed writers nave done much to develop the covenant
jdeas assoclated with Holy Beptism and heve produced some
wonderful materials showing the necessity of following Holy
Baptism with Christian educetion. It must be remembered in
reading any of the writings that these bodies do not sub-
gcribe to regeneration by Baptism. A recent publication
from the ranks of this group says:

Baptism signified not only the covenant of crace

which God has made with people and the washing

away of our 8sins in Christ and union with Him,

but also the application of redemption to our

lives by the Holy Spirit. It sigznified rezenera-

tion, the new birth from above, which Go0d gives

His people, and the dally renewing of their lives.

Althouph the Scriptures do not teach regeneration

by baptism, they do teach that the latter symbo-

lizes the former and thus the two are closely re-
lated.19

This same writer develops the ideq that there is not baptis=-
mal grace, but that children are covenant children. In view
of this covenant relationship Christian parents have the duty
laid on them that next to their own love for cod they are
dilizently and prayerfully to nurture their children in the

Christian felth,.<0

A EBuropean wrilter who holds the fundamental Reformed

185ean A. Thompson, Sara G. Klein, and Elizabeth C.
Cardner, Belfore They Are 'Three: Infants and Two-year-olds in
the Home and Church (Fhiledelphia, The Westminster FPress,
c.19545, PPe 85 f.

1€ . Funene Osterhaven, What is Christian Raptism?
(Grand Fapids: Society for RefTormed Publications, C.1056), P« 43.

201b1d., pe 55.
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view shows that netural birth into the church is to be re-

garded 8s the sign of the divine will to salvation and con-

sequently as claim to reception into the fellowship of Christ.

His statement of the relation between falth and Raptism showa
that he does not regard the sscrament as a means of arace:

We therefore come to the following conclusion
asbout the relation between faoaith and Raptiam:

1) after Baptism, faith 3s demandsd of all those

baptized: ey

2) before Baptism, the declaration of f2ith is a
sizn of the divine will that Baptism take
vlace, demanded from adults who individually
come over {rom Judalsm or heathenism, but in
other cases lacking;

durinz the baptlamal act, fa
of Lhe praving congresation.

(&
g

ith is demanded
21

Note should he taken that he does not mention anything of
faith coming to the individual in Baptism.

Though this wrlter does not explicitly mention that
Christian educstion is to follow Baptism, he does give in-
dicatinn that there is to be a human response after Baptism.
This response would not only include the faith mentioned
above, but would also include Instruction which would lead
to & practicing Christian life.

Thus it is confirmed that Besptlsm, so far &s it

is essentially a sacrament of reception, points

to the future snd demands from the future a

human response. 7This holds good for all persons

> : nlt 1iléren, and
baptized, whether as adults or ch -

whether they had faith previous to Baptism or

not. »y baptismal faith is not simply faith in

Christ's work in zenerel but on the quite specific
dee¢ which he performed upon me at the moment gﬁ

219scar Cullman, Baptism 1n the New Testament, translsted

by J. K. $. Reid {Chicazo: Henry Regnery Co., 1950), D. 55,

T T e
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my Baptism ln my velng received iato the inner
Sircle of ois Ringdom, that 18, into his earthly

Ll o o

bod<,
-—-——.—4—

It runs contrary %o the meaning that it has
pleased God to gzive to Baptism if the Church
undertakses the Baptism of & man indiscriminately
thet is, without any divine sign susgesting the
prospect J" nis perseverance 1 i

the communi cv. Such & Baptism would be just

o:nufc"v vo rrason as the so-called emerzency
Baptism of a cHILd mortslly sick., If he is not

sx;chnd to belong to the earthly Beody of Christ,

then this necessary g cond act of the Baptismel

N0

event carpot follow.”
The last group is made up of denominztions which hold
and profess that Baptism is 8 means whereby the grace of God
comes to the person baptized. Actually there are four de-
nominations in this group though one of them, the Lutheran

2

has been dealt with earller in thils paper. The

Py

remaining groupe are the Holy Orlental Catholic and Apostolic
Church (Orthodox Church), The Holy Cetholic Apostolic Roman

Church (Homan Catholic), and The Anglican and Episcopal

]

Church. <‘hough these groups 8ll state that through Hsptism
the grace of God 1a brought to the individual, there are
differences evident as the groups are compared.

The Orthodox Yhurch believes that Baptism is an actual
means of grace, A concise summary of the teaching of this
group 1s the following:

Raptism 1s performed by trine =- triple -~ immersion,

It is ssid to convey the forgiveness of sins not

only negzatively by the removal of sin and its guilt
and punishment but also positively by effecting the

®2Ivid., p. 50.
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regeneration and justification of the soul., HBap-
tism restores man to his orizinal rishteousness.
Orthodoxy mainteins that the lust or conecupis-
cence, wipienr rewm8in In tne "‘?3"'5728("! fa not sin-
ful and reamalins ﬁLthol. gpiritual damare 3, even 88
pain and death remain in the heptized. The sacra-

v ment of Chrism, or Holy Ammeinting, or Confirmeiion,
18 sald to complete BRaptism and is administered
immediately after *‘gttsrudv

Roman Catholicism glsw tosches that the prace of Cod

is ziven the individuwal in Holy Baptism. In any considersa-

tion of the iloman view, specinl note must be taken of the

g

marney in which the word "azrace" 18 used, Rome speaks of

‘sanctifying grace” or "habitusl arace" and en "actasl grace.”
Baptism brings to the soul of man the Sanctifying

Groce that would hsve come to 1t ip genorstion

had Adam not sinmnede ¢ « o It admita the soul fn-

to Heaven and enables it {0 see and know God as

He sees and knows Himmelf. DBut it is merely what

is required Tor secing and knowins Him. The soul

that has only thils azrece will bYe, humanly speaking,

far away from G004 « o o The Grace of Baptism « . o

micht be compared to the life of an infant. All

its powers are there, but thelr cspaclity and asctiv~-

ity ig very smell._ Proper development will increase
1ta nossioﬂlnu;@s.3~

"

The chiel effects of sanctifying grace are glven as:

first, it makes us holy and pleesing to (iod;
second it makes us adopted children of dody third,
it makes us temples of The Holy Ghostj fourth, 3t
zives us the riszht to heaven.<

Thigs sanctifying or habltusal grace muat be supplemented by

23?58,‘,‘01‘, Of e E-j:‘E., Be 17,

2410seph Jocobs, The Sacramentary Teachings of the Church
{(Poston: Meador Publishing Compsny, c.1838), p. 53 T,

25prancis J. Connell, Baltimore Catechism, Revlsed Con=-

fraternity Bdition No. 3 (New York: Fengizer Brothers, Inc.,
1949), p. 86,
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actual grace, which is8 called:
supernatursl help of 0od which enlizhtens sur mind
and sgreagthens our will %o do good and to avold
evil

In any study of the doctrine of Baptism es taught by

Rome, the entire sacrament gystem of Tne Roman Church
9

4

mast be kept in mind. A briel summary of the teachings of

Home on the sacraments is:

% L v S y
1 aible prace ordained
by Jesus ub“-st ‘s a }erwmhewt meang in the Chureh
and which, by virtue of Christ's infinite merita,
nas pover to convey Lo the worthy veceliver the
groce whniceh it algnifies.s The object of the sac-~
raments is to apprly the fruit of our Savior’s
redemption to men by conveving, through the
means, to our gouls either the "n':ju a8l F“aﬂe”
n

of Jjustifica or an incresse of the same andg
a ga'rﬁnn in of othe races or the recovery of
justification when 1

ihe ujcrﬂmonuu csnhaan and confer "the grace
vhich they signify." In other words, they im-
part the sanctifying grace and @il its con-
comitanns, viz., the divine virtues of faith
and the infused moral virtuss., In additlion,
¢ach sacrament cau“ors ites own specific sucra=-
mental grace., Justificatlom is therefore ob=-
t¢inable only tur~mqb the sscraments sppolnted
oy the Church. . . ¢« Rome's view of {sith as s
mere intellectuel sssent snd its delfinition of
srace as an infused quality in man becomes
evident in & twofold manner in its sacramental
theolozy. In the {irst place, only the sacra-
ments are means of "grace." The Word is nots
e o o In the second place, Rome vigorously de-
fends the ex opere op: ergto efficacy of the
sacramenta.e? .

Fome's teaching of the dacramenis, including that of Baptism,

261p1d,

gvh?ayer ops oit. P, 56 f.
9 OBe Cile,
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is bound up in the sacramental system which Fome has in-
gtituted. Thiz sacramentel system mskes it well nigh inm-
pogsible to find salvation outside of the Roman church. If
Rome's progsram ig followed through, it amounta to this, that
man is given the power by God to work out his own salvation.
Home recognizes the Importance of Christian educstion.

This can be seen from the wonderful educational system that

L)

has been bullt by this Church throughout the world. The re-
lationship of Paptism to this edncational system can he geen
in pert from the Papal Hncyclical, Christisn ®ducation of
Youth, issued Docember 31, 192%. We guote in psrt from this
docurent:

e o« o there can be no ideally perfect educztion
which 1s not Christisn education.

e » « We 8ee trhe supreme importance of Christian
educstion, not merely Tor each individual, but
for families end for the whole of humen society . . .

Bducation is essentially a so2c¢clal and not 2 mere
indlividual activiity. UVow there sre three neces-
sary societies, distinct from one another ané vet
harmonionsly combined by God, into which man is
born: two, namely the femily and civil society,
belonz to the natural order; the third, the Church,
to the super-natural order. . o

The third society, into which man is born when
through- Baptism he reaches the divine life of
orace, is the Church; a society of the super-
natural order and of universal extert; & perfect
society, becanse it has in itselfl all the means
reguired for its own end, which 1s the eternal
salvation of menkind; hence it is supreme in its
own dom9ine .« o o

And first of all education belongs pre-eminently
to the Church, by resson of a double title in
the supernatural order, conferred exclusively upon
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her by (God Himself; absolutely superior therefore
to sny other title in the natural order,<”’

Thoupgh Homén Catholicism does not believe in Baptismal
regzeneration in the sense that the Lutheran Church accepts

and suhscrices to this, it 8till recognizes in Baptism edu-
2 5 -

&

cational implications. This is specifically stated in the

Tneyclical Letter quoted earlier:
The proper and immediate end of Christisn educa-
tion is to cooperate with divine grace in form-

ing the true and perfect Chriatian, that 5 to

is
form Christ grmsci¢ in t hose regenerated by bap-
3 Rl =
L2 ool [ L] o L]

‘wiscopal Churches'! posltions are
omplicated by the fact that there are tendencles withiln
these bodles to try to reconcile the extrems Romén view
held by meny within these comnunions with the extreme Pe-

{ormed views held by others within the sams communions.

Arpain the summary of Dr, Hayer misht be used as @

L1

neceint presentation of the teaeniings of this group of
Christians with reference to the sacraments, and especially
with refervence to Baptism:

The Episcopallans are agreed neither as to the
place nor as to the significance of the Bacra-~
ments. o « The Thirty~NHine Articles (XXV)
stated that the Sacraments a8re not only badges
of Christian men's prs“ession, but also “surs
witnesses and effectual signs of grace & Ly
by which He doth work invisibly in us." But

23pjus XI, “Christian Educetion of Youth," Encvelicsal

Letter of *ccpﬂber 31, 1929 (¥ew York: The Panlist Press,
Nels )5 'Poe T0 eC gl

297p1d., Do 35
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since the days of Hooker many Angllicans consilder
the Cacrements "the social and corporate rites of
the Church in which by means of divinely aprpointed
sizns the apiritual 1i'e flows from God." As to
the manner in which Sacramental grace is hestowed,
some hold that it 1s given directly, others that
the Secraments "convey oprortunity for erace,”

and still others, that the Sacraments express a
gstate of wmind and will which. prepares men Lo re=-
cefive the giit of God with profit. The Thirty-
Wire Articles (XXVII) allow for teaching bsptismal
recenerstion. However, mosi Fpiscopslisns seom

to view Haptism &8 the Secrament of Initiatlon,
whereby a persogﬁis prafted into the corporate,

vigible Church.vV

Though there are widely divergent positions held by
arts of the Zpiscopal communions, some excellent materials
have come from this group dealing with Baptism and education.
A noteable writer in this respect is J, R. Jumb, who shows
the close relotionship of Baptism and education:

The first of the mesns of grace through which s
soul may grow ia that of Holy Baptism, which is
bound to be the starting point of all Christian
religious education. To that gift the soul looks
back as the tims of its regeneration, when for-
ziven and made alive by the gilft of the Spirit,

it put on Christ and was taken into the Body . + »
go at the font is begun a pastorate of the soul
from which there can be no discharge., This is

the commitment of ecclesis docens.3

A sampling might also be given from another work which 1s a
Catechism to be used in the instruction of children. This
particular little booklet deals with Baptism, showing:

In Baptism you were made @ living psrt of Jesus

Crrist. One day he sald that he is like a vine,
gnd that wecasre some of its branches . . o The

3sayer, Ofe eits, pos 887 £,

51y, B, Lumb, The Fducation of Souls (London: The
¥aith Press, Ltd., 1952), pp. 25 f.
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life Lhat Christ rives all h's members (like sap
in a plent or blood in your veins) is called Zrace.

=

your new birth in baptism . . o you became God's
11e | S b'\ aaopbion o . <« 3

2 O

&
hi

O

it
God?s kinzdom: heaven 1s now his or her eternal

nome ove

Every baptized Christian is now an inherit
a

from the writings of J. B. Iumb it appears that he

accepts the Jacrament of Holy Baptism as an sctual means of

a means of regeneration. The guotation miven

arasce, 8

t

above a8 & sample of cutechetical matsrials winich have been

produced in the Ypiscopal Church takss @n Anzlo-Catholic

view of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,.

48 one studies the teschings of the individual churéh
eroups concerning Holy daptism, there are & number of thinas
which atand out. One of these ia tuhat regardless of the

kS
attc

tuade of the church group concerning the baptism of an

infarnt, whether for it or agsinst éuch infant Beptlsm, all
geree that the little child should receive &8 Christisn train-
ince Those who 4o not accept pedo-basptism still want the
¢hild led to know the Tord Jesus Christ as 1ts personal
Savior from the curge of sin. They want the 1ittle ones to
receive this trainins and guldance that they micht be brousht
to faith, own Christ and accept Baptism. On the nther hand
all of the groups which practice infant Baptism, whether opr

not they rccognize it as a means of regeneration, hold that

92W, A, Wilson, Hazgerston Catechism {(London: A. R,
Mowbray # Co., Ltd., TUAB]; PFe il
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the c¢hildren should be given Christian tra‘ning also. They
believe that the children deserve to recelive the nurture of
the Lord. ‘They belleve that the children should be led to
know what the Lord Jesus did for them. In the communions
which hold Baptism to be an actual means of God's grace 1o
the individual, there is the deslire that the child will %e
led to know, understand, appreciate, and have an appropriste
response o that grace which came €0 him in Baptism. Thus
it can be seen that every group holds that children should
receive Christian treining. Those who hold pedo-baptism to
be a command of God make this the starting point of such
training; yes, it might be said, the {irst reason or ground

for such training.
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CHAPTER IV
THS EDICATIOUNAL J¥PLICATIONS

There 1s a danger in speabklinc of Christian education

1y

which 1s demanded by Baptism. The danrer lies in the fact

that people misght be prone to limit such sducation to that
which takes place in a formel teaching situvation, 2s in s

" .

classroom; or someone may met the idee thet this education

©

means merely imparting a certain body of knowled:re, consist-
ing purely of facts, figures and dstes; or that Christian
education Involves the study of thinzs from the desd past,
which have little 1l any meaning for the present life. All

of these thinrms esuld lead o gu intellectual !
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which would never see a connectlon with the faith
come t0 the individual in Baptism, let alone see a relatlion-
ship between that feith and every day life.

A1l of relipgious ed cation must have & purpose, that
purpose is to teach the little one not only to learn by
gathering relisious knowledre, but to learn to use that re-

lizious knowledze in doinz. This is not to bhe "doinz" for

"doing'e" sake, but & dolnz which flows out of the love which

the individual has for Christ. It could very well be placed
into the language of Scripture with those well known words

of the Apostle James, "feith without works is deed."l mgrgn

liames 228,
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has been brought to the child in Holy Baptism, but the child
must be shown how to make that faith s vital force in his
life. Lumb has this to say about the purpose of Christian
relisious edvucsation:

Xnowledge, by itself, 3is useless, or worse than

useless, unless it leads to doing things. So

we want knowled:ze with 8 purpose, The purpose

of Christian religlous education %8s to help us

to love God in worship and prayer, and to love

our neighbour by self-sacrificinz service.®

When the qyuestion is asked 28 to what a ehild should be
taught, the answer 1ls fonnd first of all in the Raptismal

gervice itself. The infant who has been baptized should he

broucsht up in the knowledse of hi

i

baptismal covensnt with
God, There shovwld he & huilding upon the thinrs ziven to

the child in Holy Baptism. He should be led to do the thinzxs
whilch were promised at his Baptism. In the Raptismsl service
God acted first by giving the c¢hild faith, now there shonuld
be a building upon God's foundation., The ehild who has been
dedicated to God should now be educated for God.

In the Iutheran Bsptismel service the aress of instruc-

tion are shown in the Exhortation to the Sconsors.d® These

aregs in which he should be inatructed mipht be indicated

as follows:

2Reginald Lumb, The First Three Years (Iondon: A. R.
Mowbray & Co., Ltd., 1944), p. 19.

3Pne Lutheran A~enda, authorized hy the Synods constitu-

ting The Uvanpellical Lutheran Synodical Conference of Horth
Amorics (St. Louis: Concordis Publishing House, n.d.), p. 4 0,
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1. That he obtsined and possesses the saving falth
in the one true %Fode. 1In other words, that he
has been recelved into the famlly of a loving

Wather in heaven.

2. That he renocunced the devil and his wicked
works, In other words, t hat he is to learn to
ficht arsinst sin and woridliness.

5o That he should be tausht the Ten Commandments,

the Clhristisn Cread
tfe ahould be tsuxzht the Christion faith as
outlined in the {atechism,

4., He should be broupht to God's house. o teach

4

him to love that plasce and to worship faithful-

ly and knowingly.

5. He should be brousht up to lesd & godly 1if

2o

Hvervything taught him should have this ag its
objective, that he may continue in the faith
until the day of Jesus Christ.

T.est someone raise the question Qf how & person ¢an

teach such things to little ones, the answer of Lumb is

avoted:

Can we translste these arest thincs of the hsptis-
mal promises into s Tew words, or ideas, that a
baby can bezin to learn from the start? T susgest
that they are the following: "Sorry" (to tasach re-
pentance); "Father" and "Jesus” (to introduce him
to the #aith); "Ousht" (to introduce the life of
obedience); "Prayer" (to lesd him towards worship);
"Church" (to introduce him %o his Father's house).
From the time that he is two, and perhaps before,
Baby 1s learning many words, the vocabulary of the
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world. At the same time, and never 8ny later,

he should be learninz the heavenly vocabulary,

and 1t contains these gix words - sorry, -a.rar
Jesus, ought, prayer, Church. Around these a*x
gimple words the baby=~teaching of thinking end
doinz, all told in baby-languaze, is to revolve.%

T o 2 - b ! . N ) & Y 4 7Y L, v o
amb zoes into detall to show thati the Church has g

8

gyllabus of relizious education in the Catechlsm. He shows

that 1ts outline provides the church with & "bluve pring' of
Christiasn liTe. He also pnfnts out thet the four =resat
aroups in the ¥Yest: the Luthersns, the Cslvinists, the Ansli-

cang and the Koman Catholics, developed {atechisms for the

a4

ingtruetion of children., Me brings out that the words can-
not be used in teaching a llttle one, but the outline of the
Cateochism presents & plan which can be wisely followed.”

According to that plan the Tollowing are the
peths along which 8 learning child is to be led:
1is memberanly of Christ's Church, the truth
about God, the life of obedience, the 1life of
>rayer, ond the 1life of the Lordt's Table. Our
plan is to lead Baby, by baby-steps, juat a
little way up each of these great raads L o
which, all his 1ife, he will never 1les and
to the end of which he willl never *owe &

Q.‘ (o 2 &
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A Tuathersn will readily recognize that these ohserva-
tions are ejually apgplicable from the Iutheran poaint of view,
Tne summary (rom one of the sections of ILumb's 1ittle trea-
tise, dealing with baby's first lessons gives some pointed

directions which could be used effectively in Lutheran circles:

4Lumb, op. elt., pp. 36 If,
51bid., ppe 37 f,
61bid., p. 43,




AVS. AL

&3

1. We are not so much concerned with "knowledze"

ag with awakening & relizious disposition or

"anzle on 1life." We want Raby to mske friends

with the thinza of God,

Our "sround plan” teaches us to introduce him

to all the fundamental aspects of the religious

life, because the whole of Baby is reaching out

towards 1life, juat as the whole of him is reach-
ing out to the whole of the world that he meet
in daily contacts.

3o The lLife in Grace., Let us take him to church
for weex-day visits, and explsin. Let him share
some of our Sundsy worship.

4., The Lile of Faith. Let us tell him what we know
about God In our own words, uaing good plctures.
Let vs use the Christisn Year as the basis for
our {"jrat Bible stories sbout Jesus. ILet them
be "{ive minute" storiles.

5. The Life of Obedience. Godts pgift of conscience.
The fact of sin in early years, The learning of
the "onshts."

G, The Life of Praver. Prayers at the cot. The
TimiTations of Paby's prayvers. The fundamental
speaking to %od. The teaching of the Tord's
rrayer.

7. The L4fe of Communion. The first teaching about
the altar and the Bread of Teaven.

9. "Doing comes {irst, and undergtsnding after."

e are to teach Baby to do religicus things, and
to understand them later. The sharing of our
own relizion.

no
°

Wihan Tamb speaks of this zround plsn of learning, he
makes the observation that 1t "is just the same at two as it
will be at twelve or sixty."® He then brinzs an interesting
illustration whick beautifully portrays the differences which
exist from one age to another:

The fundamentals never chenge. This has been put

so well by a great Fomen Catholic teacher, Father

Orinkwater, the author of the 3ower scheme of re=-
ligious teaching, that 1 ask for your attention

7Ibid., Pe 59
3Ibid., p. 47.
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to his 1ilustration before we embark on the
sctual methods of teaching Baby. He asks us

to imagine thst we are c¢limbing the stone steps
Inside a high tower, and g8ll the way up there
are windows. Through these windows you can look
out on the ca:rtrysde and admire the view.
Round and round you go, and up and up you 20,
The view that you get at the %artom is of the
same countryside that you see 8t the top. There

Canernesaim

are the stu urees, houses, churches, shops, and

rivers In one sense you m4*“b 3ay that the view
never al ers But, of course, it does in another
way, because v 0 9ee thinrg from & different ansle

a8 you go hichers and you see more of them. Re=-
lirzious eduncatlon, in Father Crinkwvater's mete-
phor, is like that. The chlld at the bottom of
the tower is Baby. He sees just the ssme country-
side as the person at the top, except that he does
not. see so much of it, and he sees it from a 4if-
ferent angle. So we must not think of "baby sub-
jects," to be followed lster by "junior subjects,”
gnd then by "senior" and "adult subjects." They
are the same subjects 8l1 the time, but seen from
different heizhts and with widening perspectivs,
@8 the hebyl!s vision and intelilizence ascend the
ladder of the yeursag -

Theae sre aregs of religioug life in which the chilg
should he trsined. It is guite understandable that the
child will zrow in his love for God and love for his fellow
men if ~uided along the lines which have been outlined,

There c¢an be no doubt that the Christian training of
the child is to begin at birth. In the seculsr world, those
interested in the infant, whether it is the doctor, who is
interested in the proper physical development of the child,
or the educator, who is interested in the proper development
of the child mentally, all want to bring thelr guidance to

the parents 1lmmedistely after birth. The host of materials

97bid., pp. 48 f.
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which have come from the press offering guidance and direc-
tion to parents in the physicel and mental development of
their child attest to this interest. Surely the most iwmpor-
tant training of the child for time and for eternity in
Christian development and nurture should receive as muclh,

if not more, consideration.

Though everyone may not azree with the educators and
psychologists who assert that a child's personality is lixed
in the first few years of life, all must admit that the first
years of life are lmportant years in the training of that
cnild physically, mentally &and spiritually. Horace Bushnell |
brinzs this out forcefully when he writes:

Let every Christian father and mother understand

when their c¢hild is three years o0ld, that they

have done more than half of all they will ever

do for his character.iO
Trhe same line of thouzht 1s developed by the psychologist
Alfred Adler, when he writes:

By the end of the fifth year of life a child has

reached a unified and crystallized pattern of be-

havior, its own style of approach to problems and
tasks. « » « By the agze of five years a child's

psyche is & unit . . . the threads of his per-
sonality hsve been drawn together.ld

If this Christign training of the child is to bezin at

the earliest possible moment after birth, it follows that the

10Horace Bushnell, Christian Nurture (¥ew fiaven: Yale
University Press, c.1889, reprinted 1953), P. 212.

1lalfred Adler, What Life Should Mean to You, edited by

Alan Porter (Boston: Little Rrown & CO., 1981), PP. 12 and
220, ,
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home must be involved in it. Religious education bexins at

23 s

the font of Baptism, and it must be carried on in the home
2
invmediately therealte The home is t'e mozt important

azency in religious education, Parents are the most impore

tant teaschers that the child will have. The whole 1ife of
the prarents in their relationship to thelr e¢hilld must be

one that recognizes that God wants them to brinz up that

child in His nurture. This is how one writer puts it:
o o« o When they are brought to beptism, Lu&??
parents promise &9 provide such an edicetion

or them o « o they (children) become conscious
akers of the covensnt life onlv by a saving
h in Jesus Christ that 1s wroucht in their
' Holy opirit, a faith by whfch
but aimply appropriaste
faunua;n of’ all spiritual bless-
they obtaln the full lnheritsnce
i th and sanctiflcation, by sepsration
rld in consecration to Cod, and by
1life of childlike and loving obedience. In
he cese of Christian paren' s this naturally
involves the duty that they be dilicent in train-
ne their children in the fesr and admonition of
the Lord, in order that these children, when they
come to maturitv, mgy willinzly enjoy the rich
covenant blessings.l
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It could be said that the religious traininz of chil-
dren be=zins before their birth in the religious life of the
parents., If the parents foster a love for Cfod in thelr
lives, if they show a desire for service to Him &nd 8 will-

inzness to worship Him rezularly in their own lives, this is '

12Louis Berkhof, "The Covenant of Grace and Tis Sirni-
ficance for Christian Education," Fundamentals in Christisn
Lducation (Grand Raplds: Wm. 3. Berdmans rublishing Co.,

s PP 21 and £%,.
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good preparation for the later training of thelr children.
If they have acommon religious 1ife which they share with
each other, they will be more ready to share it with the
child whom Cod permits to come into their home. ITumb brings
out the importance of the home vwhen he writes:

fdome is the firat word tkhat counts in the re-

lizious educaticn of & child. %Ye cannot be

content with giving him what the worlé calls

a "good home." Our duty is to pive him a

Chrilstisn home, 8 home that 1s beyond any doubt

a house of Godel

The home ig the most ratural place to tesch &2 child the
meaning of the thinrs which were listad earlier in the areas
off Christian training. ¥hat 1s more normel than to teach a
child to pray by hsving the parents kneel beslide the bed of
the 1ittle one to pray? A normal way to teach a chilld to
love to worship and love the thinzs of (God's house 1s tO see
and experience the love which the parents have for these
thinzs, Lvery one of the areass of Christian treining finds
a normal communication from psrent to c¢hild in the home.

Closely associlated with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
is the Church custom of having sponsors stsnd with and for
the chilld at his Raptism: The subject of sponsorship is
considered in this connection because there are educational
implications connected with it. Historically, it aprears

that the terms "sponsor" and "godparent” were synonymous.

How the whole custom of sponsorship developed is lost in

18Lumb, ops cite, Pp. 21 f.
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uity. An exhaustlve treatment is gliven this subject in

the book Sponsors st Baptism and Confirmation from which we

P

Fven the most careful examination of the evidence
]qu,u several questions connected with sponsor-
ship unanswered. Apart Frov the impossibility of
ueuP“ﬂtnTPT exactly how 1t Pirst came into being,
and what preclsely were the functions of °pnwsor¢
1n, ssy, the L“JTm century, there are several in-
trisuing problems to the solution af which %
sources make no contribution. For example, we
know that in the seventh century 1't was ot

O ]
f:n

t :9t0m ry
for one sponsor to act for the candidate at the
catechumenate, another a2t the baptism, and a third
at the confirmation, &nd we may reasonsbly infer
thaet in the course of time these three spansors
came to act together at the bapt*sn, thus origi-~
nating the practice mngﬁwn@c in the Prayer Baoku
2ut ﬂ.ﬁ*t was the custom by which there

were auccessive -quaveuts for & candidste
durin whole initistion? BHave we here evi-

dence

36
& ism of an adult the sponsor
was not the one who preﬂ-nted the candidate for

& [

enrolment; or that originally also there, were
three Sponsors, ons who testified to the candi-
dates fitness for admission to the catecnumenahe,

one who bore witness to his conduct during the
period of instruction (and may actually in some
cases have taught h%u,, and one who assisted at
the baptism? It will be remembered that the
Church Orders give no definite Indication as to
whether the same person or different persons
fulfilled the sponsorial dutiss they enjoin, s=o
that the cautious historisn must naturally sup-
pose & sinzle person is mentioned throughout.
But 1t 1s not impossible that the custom de-
scribed by Archbishop Theodore and given legal
force by Leo IV had its origin in a practice %o
which the sources make no reference, If this
were so, we should heve yet another instance of
the transference of usazes from adult initliation
to infant baptism, since it seews clear that in
the case of the latter there was at {irst general-
ly one sponsor (the parent = normally the father)
and not mors. Impossible though it 1s to settle
this and other guestions, we can nevertheless
trace with some accuracy the growth and develop-
ment of sponsorship, and there can he no doubt
thet the most important determining fsctor in
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its evolution were the supersession of adult
baptism by infant baptism, the shilting of em-
phaslis from sponsorship tc godparenthood, and
the emergzence of the idea of spiritual relation-
ship.14

This same writer brings out that originally the sponsors
were rejuired to see that the child was taught the Lord's

-

Prayer and the Creed., Alter the Reformation the Decalogue

was added to the former.

b ¥

The Homan Church insists upon sponsors, who are called

codparents. The term sponsor is used in connectiocn with the

m

person who stands for the e¢hnild at confirmation., The Catho-
lic Catechism in ziving the duties of a zodparent has this
to say:

The duty of a podparent after Bsptism is to see
that the child is brought up a good Catholic, if
this is not done by the parents. (a) Codparents
contract a spiritual relationship, not with each
other, but with their godchildren. Godparents
cannot marry thelr zodchildren without a dispen-
sation. . « « Only Catholics who know their
faith and live up to the dutles of their religion
should be chosen as godpsrents for Bgptism. (a)
Godparents should be at least thirteen years of
are, {(b) Hon-Catholics cannot be godparents, nor
can the father, the mother, the husband, or the
wife of the person to be baptized.1id

The godparent holds the child at Baptism, answers the

questions which are addressed to the child in Holy Baptism,

l4perrick Sherwin Bailey, Sponsors at Raptism and Con-
firmation: And Historical Introduction to Anglic&n Prsctice
(Wew York: ~The WMacmillan ©9., 1950), pp. 180 f.

15¢rancis J. Connell, Baltimore Catechism, revised
Confraternity Edition No, 3 (New York: Henzipmer Brothers,
Inc., 1940), p. 190.




45

but there is no exhortation addressed %o the sponsor in the
Baptismal service given in The National Liturgical Veek
publication of 1955,1€

The Anglican Church retains the number of three sponsors
or zodparents. ¥or & male chlld the church asks that ithere
be two male sponsors and one female sponsor. For a female
child the order is reversed.i’ The writer quoted earlier
speaiks of "the traditional three, but in certain circumstances
two are allowed or even one." >

In the Baptismal service, the questions addressed to
the godparents indicate cleariy the responsibilities which
they accept., The answers expected are in the affirmative.

Having now, in the name of this Child, made these
promises, wilt thou alsc on thy psrt take heed
that this Child shall be instructed in the Chris-
tien Fegith end the commandments of God, and en-
courasred to resist all evil, and to love and

serve nis Saviour Jesus Christ in his holy
Church®. « .

Minister. ¥ilt thou undertake to set him an
example by the faithful exercise of the dutles

of a Christian, as this Church doth understand

the same? . «

Minister. Wilt thou take heed to urge this

Child, so soon as sufficliently instructed, to =
come to the Bishop to be confirmed by him? . . 1€

l8"administration of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,”
"The New Ritual and Social Order," National Liturzical ¥eek
(FElsberry, Missouri: The Liturgical Conference, 1956),
PPe 30 f£T,

175, A, Wilson, Hazgerston Catechism (London: A. R.
Mowbray & Co,, Ltd., 19457, p. 34,

13Bailey, op. oit., p. 130,

19#asaey Hemilton Shepherd, Jr., The Living Liturgy
(New York: Oxford Universilty Fress, 154€), p. 131,
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The Lutheran Church tesching on the subject of sponsors

has heen talren from Pastorsl Theolowy:

Spongors at baptism are non-sssential, but to
have sponsors 18 an 213 custom in the Church
and serves & zood pu rﬂvse, and therefore 1t
ought to be retained.

The purposs which sponsors serve is alad given by this

same writer as follows:

The purpose of having sponsors iu threefold:
Tney are to be ﬂﬁ%aaaseq attesting to the fact
of a ¢ i'a baptlamg tne" are to promise to
xive th d a Christian training in the true
faith in case the parents dle before the child
1s confirmed, JWG 8lso to suggest such training
1f th '

@ parents nexlect 1%; and they are to pray

In the Baptismal service an exhortation is addressed
to the sponsors which brinss out the three points listed

above, In the Lutheran Agenda there are two manners of

civing the exhortatlion concerning the treining to be piven

e « . s much as in vua 1193, lend your counsel
ond aid {especially if he should lose his parents),
at he may be brought up in the true Tnowledne
ﬁﬂd fear of 3od,
Either:
Acgording to the ﬁpech*r~s of the Lutheran Church
and faithfully keep the baptismal covenant unto
the end, 3
Or: .
And be tausht the holy Ten Commandments, the
Christian Creed, and the Lord's Praeyer; snd that,
as he :rows in years, yon place ‘in hls hands the
Holy Soriptures, bring him to tbe services of

£0John H. C. Fritz, Pestoral Theolosy (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 19C2), p. 114,

2l1big,
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God's house, and provide for his further in-
struction In the Christian faith, thet, abid-
ing in the covenant of his Baptism and in com-
munion with the Church, he ray bhe brought up
to lead_a zodly 1ife until the day of Jesus

Y

o

Christ.”

AL

{

It should go without saying that every sponsor or zod-
parent will pray Tor his godehlild. The sponsor will be

-

anxious to take the cause of his god-child to the throne

£y

of God's mercy, asking that Zod's blessings will rest upon

the god-child and the sponsor. His prayers will also re-
Flect the prayer apoken in the Tutheran Azenda:

May God enable you both to will and to do this

charitable work and wlth Hias grace fulfill what

we are unsble to ﬁooéb

“hen it comes to having g part in the Christian train-
ing of the child for whom the person is a sponsor, limita-~
tions are readily appsrent. The opportunities for actual
training of the child in the items referred to will be few.
Every opportunity should be taken by the sponsor to inmquire
into the spirituel development of his godchild., He should
2l1lso encouraze the parents to give their child 2 sound &nd
thoroush Christian tralaninge. Yo doubt much can be done to
sncourage the child Iin his religious training as he grows
in yeers. #Hvery sponsor should be led to understand the
seriousness of the responsibilities which he has accepted,

and every parent should recognize the weight of responsibilitgy

227he Lutheran Lrenda, 980'_?}:}_0, Pre 4 To

25Ib1d., Pe Se
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which they have asked the sponsor t9o share with them. The
educational implicetions of sponsorship are apparent, though
they are difTicult to put into practilce.

The premise that the font ls the place where the initia=-

128
&

tory Sacrament administered bringa into focus that this
Sacrament involved the entire coomunion of believers. The

child has becowme g8 part of the communion of believers

-
=3
o

given place, and 8s such, this communion has a responsibility
toward thils newly gc¢gulired member. It must be remembered
that this child is not received into a conditional, prospec—
tive or potentisl membership, but into an actual membership.

Dr. Pleper's comment sgain sprlies: ", . o they not merely

expect to b

(8,

~ - - o )
members in the Church, but are members."%% Tp

»

view of thi

ETr |

relationship, the responsibility devolves upon

v}

the whole membershiy to be intereated and have a part In the
Christian training of this new meamber,

All of the different elements of the local communion of
believers, the local conpregstion, must become involved in
the trsining of the child who hss been recelved into its
communion throupgh Baptisme It should be remembered that the
development o this section must of necessity be limited to
broad aspectas of this responsibility. The conditions of
orzanization from one congrecation to another and from one

church body to another will make any program of relizious

24¢rancis ?Pileper, Christian Dommatics (St. Louis: Con-
cordis Publishing House, 0.1P0c), L1, De 277




49
education varye.

The conerezational 1ife which 18 pictured here is
drawn mainly Trom this avthor's fifteen years! experience
in the Iutheran parish minlstry.

The two elements in the orzenizational make-up of s
Lutheran congretation which ere most vitally eoncerned with

o

this training of the infant and child are the Board of Elders
and the Board for Pariash Education. These boards msy he
known by various names, The fTirst mentioned, the Boerd of
Flders, is that sroup which is charged with the splritual
oversieht of the entire conprezation. The board's concern
for the Infant received into the church throush the Sacre-
ment of FPoly Paptiam should begin even before the child is
brourht to the font. This concern would center in whether
parents have heen directed and ere beinz directed to the
Importance of the Sscrament s3 a means of bringing the zrace
of God o the ¢hild or children with which He has blessed
them. VYhen the child is broupght to the font and thus re-
ceived into the communion of believers, the elders should
accept a spiritusl responsibility toward thait newly received
member just as they heve a reaponsibility toward the parents.
Some congrecations endeavor to make this Interest tanaible
at the font by asking an elder to be present at the Baptism
of the ohild snd to assume & definite responaibility toward
that child. OFf course, one of the obvious intents of such

an interest is to impress upon the parents that the church
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does care and 18 Interested 1n this child who has been
brought into church membership through Reptism., This re-
sponalbility, slter the initiatory act, could include direct~
ing the parents to seelk the aid of the church in the train-
ing of the child from earliest Infaucy. Actually this would
be the field of Christisn family 1ife education. This fileld

~

of endeavor would bHe shared by ths Board for Parish Fducation
which has been menticoned. The detajls of implementing such
a program is beyond the scope of this study, but it is

quite obvious that it would very from one congregation to

another and {»om on

@

church body %o another becsuse of the
different conditions which could and would obtain.

The other board referred to may be known variously as
the Board for Purish Education or the Board for Christian
Eduvecation or perhaps by some othsr name. This board's re-
sponsibility can be more direct and more easily followed.
fiven before the chlild is born, this board could begin dis-
charging its responaibility toward the infant through trsin-
ing the expectant parents. This might be done in prensatal
classes which would strive to lead the parents to a fuller
appreciation of God's blessinzs which will come to them in
the birth of an infant. If the parents have g more vivid
understanding and sppreciation of thelr child as a gift from
God, there 1s bound to be a more wholesome response on the
pvart of the parents in rearing that chlld as a Christian.

from birth. fhere will be a greater willingness to work
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at this Christian traininz of their child. This kind of

training would surely have as ons of 1ts objectives the

e

strengthening o the worshlp life of the parents. 1t would

IS

strive to lead the parenta to recoznize their nesd for God's

blessinze and guidance as the 1little one is bronsht into
their lives. They surely should bezin to ask %od specifi-
cally to make them pood Christian parents. No doubt some
preliminsry training could be given to help them in the
later training of thelr child in the areas which were in-
dicated sarlier.

After the child has come into the home, and no doubt

By

in most cases has been baptized, another group could be
formed, a cless for parents. In some instances, where the
number of parents invelved is small, the two groups, pre-
natal and parent classea, mirht be togpsther. The purpose
of such a group would be teach the parents how they might
teach their little one the great truths of the Christian
faith. This would be a concrete manner of helping psrents
meet the varying situations and problems which confront
them in the growinz spiritual 1ife of their child. Tt 1s
in 8 group such as this that the opportunity would be af-
forded to become véry specific about the manner of teachlne
the dirferent areas of information which were outlined
earlier, This would be the place where questions such as
these could be answered and help given: How do you explain

the concept "Church"” to a 1little chlld? How do you foster a
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worship life in a little child? How do you explasin the
doctrine of Baptism to g little one? ¥hat should & Chris-~
tian parent do sbout discipline? There are a host of dif-
ferent subjects and questlons that could be dealt with in
such a group.

Another group that could be used to foster such train-
ing is a Parent Teacher Leazue, The program should be one
of training for Christian parenthood rather than a program
which is primarily concerned with fellowship or raising of
funds.

After Baptiam the child should be enrolled in a ¥Yursery
Progsram in the Church. The purpose of this prozram should
alsc be to help the parents in the Christian tralning of
thelr child, The ideal prozram would include rezular visits
from teachers in the Nursery Jepartment (usually this is a
department of the Sunday School). The purpose of guch
visits must center in the spiritusl development of the child
in thet home. Assistance can be given the parents through
consultation, through printed materials, through encourag- -
ment t0 enroll in & parents' class and, perhaps, through
other means at the disposal of the local congregzation. All
of these helps must center in the Christian tralning of the
child in the home., The extent of this contact may vary with
the individusl congregation. In some instances it may only
amount toc a maill contact at stated intervals. The extent of

such a Hursery Program will depend upon leccal circumstances
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and interest.

As the baptized child zrows older it will come under
the direct teaching amencies of the church., These avencies
may include the Sunday >chool, the Christian Dey School,
week~day classes, relcased-time classes, Vacation Bible
School, Bibkle Clssses, and others, Each of these azencies
must be vitally c¢oncerned in the Christian traininz of the
children who are baptized members of the conarsgetion

Baptism has placed an oblization upon each of them. The

-~

purpose which glil of them have is t¢ teach the child the
Christian faith. The objective of such teaching is ths
same as thet stressed sarlier: to lead the child to do some-

thineg ebout God in its daily life. This is well

]

taeted by
Jumb when he writes:

The Christian relligion is . +» « what a man, woman
or c¢iilld does about God through Jesus Christ our
Iorde « «» o It lan't "belng .good"™; It isntt just
"pelieving iu 70d." He says, "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy 308 with all thy heart, arnd with
all thy Sdil and with all tqv m:nd. Tris is
the first 1reat commandment. And & second like
unto it is this, Thou shalt love Thy neizhbour
as thyself. On these two commandments hangeth
the wnole law and the prophets" (St. Yatt. 22:
37-40)s + o o For many, religious education
seems to be siming et some thinv which they call
‘an attitude towards 1life.” But there is nothing
of this in the teaching of Christ. There His
reliszion is shown to be a commandment-reli~ion.
e ¢ o« It means doing thinzs that proceed from
the whole=hearted love of uOd and our neighbonur,
through the power of Chriat.<

‘The Christisn pastor, by virtue of his call as shepherd

BsLumb, 9.£| Cito’ PPe 12 {e
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of the flock, must be in the midst of all of this training.
He must show & vital concern for all of the areas which have
been indicated. He especially, of all people, will be aware
of the difficulties involved 1n this entire subject of Chris-
tian training of the younge. If he has been ensaced in Chris-
tian educegtion for even & short while, he will readily recoz~-
nize that bringing children up to the implications of their
discipleship 1s & complex operation. Tumb in one of his

books brings this out clearly:

e ¢ o @Xperlenced pestors o o o are well aware of
the grest rap between "knowledze" snd disciple-
ship . . . week by week they teach them (children
of knowledre) the Bible (or Catechism) in the

{ 11

day school; but very ttle happens about it on
Sundeves, Thelr kpowled-c remgins what that
great Nonconformist educator and hymnwriter, Dr.
Vatts, cslled, "notional."” They know gquite well
their %nﬁ'av 4ut*, ut thev lack the environment
and inwsard Impulge t©0 do what their minds assure
them to be rightiGiic s (Tﬂev have) a "belief”
in Goad, for whom and about whom they are pre-
pared to do nothing at all - that is the termi-
nus of the "children of knowledge."~

It can be seen Trom this presentation that the oppor-
tunities for the different elements of the Christian congre-
#ation to have a part in the Tulfilling of the educstional
implications of Holy Bsptism are almost unlimited. In fact,
the only limitins factor will be the willingneass and ability
of the local congresztlon to implement a forceful and vital
Program as the responsibility is recognized and the opportuni-~

ties are accepted.

263, R, Iumb 11~ Bducotion of Souls (London: The Faith
Press, Ltd., 19¢% ) “Ppe B i0s




CHAPTER V
SOME PEACTICAT, ASPECTS

In view of the responsibilities which devolve upon the
parents and the local congreszation becavse of the education-
al implications in Holy Baptism, there are seversl aspects
which ahould be given some specisl consideration in any
treatment of this subject,

One of if{hese aspecis mirht be stated as follows:
should children be baptized in every ilnstance whers parents
or guardians briny them? Before glibly giving an enawer
in the affirmative, 1t mizht be well to look at some of the
thinegs which are involved in such & question, It is a 4if-
ficult queztion because of the educational implications of
Holy Baptism as outlined esrlier. filo one wants to deny any
child the blessings of Baptism., However the responsibili-
ties for Christien education, inherent in Beptism, zive
pause for concern. It was this concern which led to this
study. An Anclican writer hes presented the problem in a
lizght vein in verses. Howevér, the deep concern which 1s
involved cannot be hidden by the ecclesiastical humor of the

verse. The poem is entitled: Not Done:

The Vicar won't christen our baby;
Tt's really & terrible shame;

1S, J. Forrest, What's The Use? (London: 4. R. Mowbray
2 CO., Ltdc, 1956)’ Po 12. ;
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For children get on so much better

¥hen christened and given 8 name.

He asked some di;q1ict'n- questions
Of habies he'd c¢h fr“teﬂod before
%¥ho go to the Salvation Army
Along with the cer ‘lurow next 4door.

But if they are Jcnt ?o the CThapel
! ¥ ta

Wh athe 8 inz his nap;
S0 long as they all alteqd SOMEVHERE,
I don't see that 1t matters a scrap.

Such narrowness, 1ln a iree country,
Ouizht never, in Church, to prevall;

The State Sh)*lﬁ COMPYEL all the cleray
To take svery child, without fail.

When Baby required vaccination,
The doector came here at the rung

But parsons, who cell themselves Chtristlans,
Fefuse to let infants be DONE.

Tt's true that the godparents' children
Were reared at the old Gospel Hall:

I don't think it very much watters,
¥or now they go nowhere at all.

The R.Ce's, of course, willy-nilly,
Are made to keep promise and vow;

But C. of E., godparenis' duties
Are merely lormalities now,

Tne vows that we make in the Prayer Book
Are nominal ones that suffice
To render tne service impressive,
And make it @ll solemn and nice.
30, if he won't christen our Baby,
We're not zoinr to meke ourselves 111;
There's still quite a number of churches,
and plenty of chapels that will.

The concern of this writer is that Baptism has become,
in many instences, merely a formality through which the
child is taken, without any thousht of its significance,
its purpose, its expectetions. To what extent this attitude

is prevalent in the various church groups would be difficult,
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1f not impossible, to ascertain. That aich an attitude is
present smonc some people of every ehurch group, no dou;t,
is true, as indlicaied by the evidences~which were cited at
the very bszinning o this thesis.
This same concern has been svidenced by missionaries

working in forelign T
{8 that c¢children may be contacted, enrolled in some formal

or some other form of Christian educaetion, and through this

contact express a deslire for Holy Baptism. The parents may

e ¥
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siznify a wi:
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any serious intention of permitting the child to arow up a

{

Christian. 4The qgueation is a knotiy one, to say the lsast.
What should be the missionary!s attitude and policy in such
a case? Should the missionary refuse to baptize the child
unlesas he can be ressonsbly sure that the child so baptized
will be reared as a Christian? OShould the missionary be
satisfied %o seeck the asgsurance of the parents that they
will permit the little one to continue his Christian train-
ing and place ne hindrance im the child's path as he seeks
to express his Christian convietions?

Some evidence of this concern and its results can be
seen from the communication which is cited below:

In confirmation of our conversation relative to

the performance of boptism in our Asiatle fields,

T want to assure yovu that our Missionsrles ars

very coutious in performing baptises of children

whose families sre nol related to the church.
Perhaps statistics cen best indlcale this. 'The

r such as a Sunday School, Vacation School,

permit such a Baptism, but not have
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1956 record shows these [ipures for the specific
fields under our care:
Chnildren from
Country non-Christian homes Adults
Formosa: 61 247 53
Hong #onge 445 154 423
india: 1,.2\(_-’: rirk AC4
Japan: 24 7 102
Philippines: 1 © 38 25
Totals 1,853 ~ 437 1,068
On & percenta:e basiz 1t would agppear that of all
baptisms 54% concern children from Christlan homes
and 15% represent other children snd 31% represent:
the adults, Incidentally the d*vis’on line bhe-~
tween c¢hildren and adults in our atatistics is
set at 16.

In the case of Pormosa, Hong Kong, and the Philip-
pines there were laerzer baptism ceremonies that
concerned whole familles and thus the percentaze
of children {rom non-Christian backzround 1s hizh.
N & Yo L7

Of the 33 c¢hildren in this classification in the
Philiprines, 28 were baptized in one place when a
larger group of adults was also preceived into
membership. Of the 27 such children baptized in
formosa, 18 were reéceived at one place at a larne
Faster baptlsm in 1956, This elso concerned a
good number of families. Had the baptism of the
children taken place a8 day later, it would heve
been recistered as that of children from Christian

homes . @
This same correspondent asks the question whether men
working in these fields have so little contact with non-

Christian homes and therefore have so few Baptiams from such

homes, In answer to this he quotes the statistics of children

2Herman E., roppelmann, "Letter to Franklin W. Ritthamel,”
dated Way 2, 1957. 1In author's possesgione




from such non-~Christian homes that ars enrolled in education-

“

8l azencies:

In Formosa re 316 children from such homes
in Sunday S 20 in Vacation Bible School,
In Hong ¥Xong are 513 such children In the

re
Sunday Gchooly, 80 In Vacation

780 such in our schools,
1,92 201,
In Japan ti 1,154 in Sunday School, 487
in Vacatio ~chool, 345 in Xindergarten,
=49 1ir €

thare ara 414 in Sunday School

Bible School. Here there are
very many in the Foman Catholic Church
but otherwise nnected with any church.”

7

The concern can be seen in the cautlon which the mis-
sionaries exercise in dealing with this problem as indicsted
by this corresrondent in his letter. This caution, no doubt,

is founded upon long experience in dealing with this situa-

.y

tion in foreizn heathen countries.

A similsr aspect is involved in the case where a child

may be brought for Baptism without the consent of its parents.
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Perhaps the consent cannot be obtained for one
another, It may be that a relative brinss the child to be
baptized, or it may be that one of the psrents brings the
child to be baptized without the consent of the sther pérent
or perkaps in direct opposition to the other perent's wishes,
The direction of one writer is as follows:

Children should be baptized-when their baptism is

requested by those who have parental guthority -
over them: the parents (also at the request of the

=

“ibid.
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mother if the [ather objects, 1 Cor.7:14; 2 Tim.
1:5), foster parenits, step~-paren's, cuardiasns
who have been enirused with the child's training,
magsters of children in slavery, and also such
parents or guerd i

faith or have been excommunicated or sdhere to
false teacnli

that they v

e
ans as have {allen away {rom the
n
P

ap their children in the

errors of sSe religions It is not
necessar; that the pastor ask them
to prom up their chlldren In the
Trus 3 n promise, on account of

their lignorance 0 true relimion, they
might not even be able To give. "As long as

D g 0

children of unbelievsrs remain with their
parents, the children should not be baptized

if the parents object: ¢ « « for Baptism is
the reception into, and the seal of, the
evangelical covenant which God through Christ
the Mediator has made with us who belisve in
Christ, and therefore only such should be bap-
tized concerning whom we may hope that they
will be brough true godliness and in
81l thinss pertsining to the evangelical cove~
nant. « o » Certainly Cod did not intend that
the Christian religion should bhe spread and
the Sacraments administered by violating paren-
tal rights; for He knew that, 1f that be done,
much confusion would result and that the Gospel
and the Sacraments would become odious to un-
belisverrs. « « « If, however, Baptism has
been administered to a child contrary to’ the
will of its psrents, such baptism is valid,
provided that all thingzs essential to Haptism
heve been obzerved; for the thinzs essential
to Beptism are not determined by the will of
the parents,"4

The directions and guldance given in this paragraph
offer solutions to the concerns which have been voiced.
If 1t is @t all possible to baptize the child, this should
be done., Assurance that the child will be resred as a

Christian is preferable, however, this should not be made

4John H. G, fritz, Fastoral Theolozy (St. Louis:
Concordies rublishing House, 1002), Pe .
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an impediment to Baptism.
Another aspect 1s that represented by mass baptisms.

If this is done for the sole purpose of being able to Tlaunt

larce numbers, without any serlous considerstion being ziven

to acceptine the responsibilities that are inherent in the

Sacrament of Baptism itself

i1t would be better not to stri

-

111inz to accept 8 responsibility

Where the congremation is w
toward such children baptized en masse, the objections could
not be maintained. 7This writer knows of an instance where
such a propgram is followed and has been followed for 2

number of

a4

years with good results. The Baptism 1a arrangsed

j e L3
»

-

for Faster Sunday every year., Some weeks before the parents
of the el ildren to be baptized are asked to attend & number
of sessions in which Baptism 1s explained. If there are

children who should receive instruction before they are bep-
tized, this 1s slso done in class sessions., The results of
this program can be seen in the steady growth of the congre-

ration,®

S0ur Ssvior Tamtheran Church, Seattle, Washinzton.
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There are several sreas which were orizinally treated
as peripheral guestions, However, it was felt that they be=
long to the evaluation and concluslons and ere 8o trested.

These areas include the arpancements which are made with the

@

parents f{or the Baptism of their chllds; the order of the
Baptiasmal Sexrvice as a means of brianglinz home the education=
21 implications in Holy Baptismy; and the importance of train-
ing parents to a fuller understanding of everythinz involved
in Baptism.

Too olften when srranrsments are made by thse parents for
the Baptism of their child, they are made over the telephone.
They can even be made without direct contact with the pastor,
the grrangements belng handled by the church or pastor's
secretary., The first inkling the pastor may have 1s when he
sses the notice on his desk that parsnts have made arrance-
ments to have their child baptized on Sunday morning, and
this may be ss late as Thursday or Fridey morning,.

It would be much better if the perents wsre to come in-
to the pastor's study for & consultation when meking arrange-

ments {or the Baptism. This would give the pastor an oppor-

tunity to show the parents the importance; the meaning, the

expectations and other aspects of Baptism. An outline of

such & program might look something like this:
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1, God's love to the perents in giving them this

child,

2. God's loving concern for the little one shown
in instituting Baptism,
ds The love and grace of God comineg to the child

flow Trom Baptism ltselfe.

S« What the Church 1s ready to do to help the
parents in the Chrilstian training of thelr
child,

€+ The entire subject of sponsors and their re-
sponsibilities.

Tne value of such a consultation would be heightenzd if the
sponsors could be present forvthe counseling session. This
would o"fer a wonderful opportunity to show all directly con-
cerned the nerltaze which helongs to that child who is to be
baptized. It would also a“ford an opportunity to show them
their part in bringing the heritage of Christlan education
to the child, :

The second area raferred to is the order of the Baptis-
mal service as & means of bringing home the educational im-
plications in Holy Baptism. These implications in the Iuth-
eran Crder of the Baptismal service are conta’ned in the

% extiortation and question addressed to the sponsors which
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have been referred to & pnumber of times.: There is no doubt

that this emphsasls could be heightened, perhaps by following

the supggeation of the wrliter who asks:

In what way, then, can sponsorship be made 8 more
effectlive and significant insuibutian than it is
al present?e

His answer in pert is:

The lit-';«c>7 functions assoclated with sponsor-
ship need to be glven fresh considerstion. The
baptism service certainly gives the godparents
adequats :‘c":.itlon, but the part actually allot-
ted to ti ceremonies is neither large nor
impressive, and ?or that very resson is often dis-
charzed in a perfu q,u ry memmer. Some enrichment
of the rite of baptis vy an elaboraticn of the
sponsors! part wonld tue refore scem desirable,

in order %o emphasize the solemnlity of the occca-
sion and the importence o the sponsorial office.

-t i
it is elso worth considering whether the
gervice ouzht not to include & formal

edicetion and commissioning of sponsors. A
brief office for this purpose could well stand
at the beginninz of the service. After the
minister had inquired which persons emong those
present, beling baptized, confirmed, and communi-
cating members of the Church, proposed to come

forward and assume the duties of sponsorship,
the Exhortation . « o could be read. The spon-
sors could then be asked whether they understood
their obligations and responsibilities, and
whether they were willing to assume 8and, with
God'a help, discharge them. Their assent being
given, a prayer of dedication and commissioning
could follow, and the baptiam could then commence.d

&nother thing which could be done would be to ask an

l18upra, pp. 35 f. and 46 -,

2Derrick Sherwin Bailey, Sponsors at Baptism and Con-
firmetion: An Historical Introduction o EnaIIdEh'P?adfT&e
(Wew York: ~The Wacmlllen To., 19o0), P. IS0,
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S31bid., pp. 135 f,
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Elder to stand as & sponsor, representing the congregation.
He could he gsked to assume the responsibility in the name
of the congrezation to provide help to the parents in the
Christian treining of their child. He could also be asked
to call at the home of the newly baptized to explain to the
parenta the congregzational program designed to help them in
tian training of thelr little one,

A question, perhaps, could be addressed Lo the assembled
congregatlon, asking them to sssume an sducational rssponsi-
bility toward this newly baptized member. .Gf course, there

is the danger that this would become perfunctory, too.

[ ™
ne
ine

man Catholiec Church hes done much tc foster
throuszh the liturpgy of Baptiam a greater appreciation of the

nfused gr

-
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ce that has come to the child in Holy Bapiism.

Fome's prime int

IS

(.)

rest 1s to direct its people to o fuller
use of trhe gacramentalism of the Church.

Q- T
Several

tems, some 1liturgical, others not, whose use

pts

is suzgested to heighten the consciousness of the wonder and
blessinzs of Baptism might be listed, The first of these is
the chrisom, a white robe that is placed upon the child after
he has been baptized, to symbolize the innocence of Christ

with which he has been clothed in Baptism.5 The second is

4Bernard A. Sause, "Family Life and the Sacraments,
National Liturgical ¥ eek (Flsberry, Missouri: The Liturzi-

cal Conference, inc., 1947), PPe 74 fo

5"’aters of Life,” Life in Christ Series - No. 1 (SBrook-
lyn: Christ the King Press, 104%), PpPs 16 1.
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a lighted candle which is given to the child after Beptism
with the chrisom, symbolizing the 1izht of falth.® The
third is to encourasze the parents to observe the baptismsl
date of their children as their spiritual birthdate, Some
sucszest that this be observed in preference to the child's

virthdete. In this cel

@
ar
b
]
c S
o)
b= ]
ck
&
@
s
®)
e
0]
L]
(37
o
®
Q
©
3
Q
=
@
-
o)
3
o)

whatever 1s a memento of the Bagptism, is to be brought out
and stown the child.” The fourth is the manner in which

an announcement is mede of the birth. Instead of announcing
the birth in the usuwal way bv giving the vital statistics

of the ehild, the christening hour is announced with an in-
vitation to stiend.® The fifth is the manner of snnounciag
the Beptism in the Sunday bulletin. This sample announce-

ment was taken Trom the National Litursical Wesk:

The bulletin announces each Sunday under a symbol
of Baptism: "Born szein in Holy Baptlsm into Di-
vine Life and become our fellow-member in the
Mystical Body of Christ in Holy Femily Parish:
'James Jones, son of Henry and Mary Jones; VYary
Smith, Convert « . « ' Ve welcome them to our
family, and embrace them in Christian love."®

No doubt sueh an announcement could be used to bring

home the educstional implications in Holy Baptism by rewvording

€Ibid. p. 16,

7%The Wew Man in Christ,” National Litursical Vesk,
August 2-8, 1943 (Conception, Missourl: The Liturgical Con=-
ference, Inc., 1949), p. €8.

3Tbig.

9Yational Liturgical Week, October 21-25, 1940 (Mewark:
Benedictine Liturrical Conrerence, 1941), p. 131.
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it, The one other ltem in this list which could be used. in
this manner is the observance of the Beptismal date,

Tnere csn be no doubt that the pbild who 18 baptized
has the best opportunity for a Christian education and train-
ing in a Christian home atmosphere. FSverything possible
ghould be done to assure such an atmosphere in the homes of
children who heve been baptizeds This subject has actually
been touched on earlier in this thesis, but it surely bears
repeated emphasis. It is true that it 1s the Holy Spirit
who makes the inTant &nd ohlld a Christian. However, the
Aoly Spirit has given wmany means of helping that child re-
main 8 Christian. The entire history of the Christian Church,
whiceh has been continued from one generation to anosther by
the Christian perents and teachers who have trained each new
zeneration of chilildren, bears testimony that the llves of
these people have been used for the transmission of the
Gospel in its most complete sense. It has not been merely
8n intellectuel knowledze which has been passed on, but 1t
has been a living Gospel in the hearts of these failthful
perenis and teachers. The child who becomes a Christian
through Holy Baptism should feel the impact of the entire
Christian community in its life. FEverything in the Christian
community, the Church, the Sunday School, the Church School,
and any other program that mizht prove helpful should be

marsnalled to help that home achieve the high and lofty gosal
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which God has set for it, "the perfecting of the saints.”10

This relationship of the Sscrament of Holy Baptism and the

-al

family is brousht out very effectively by Dr. Caemmerer:

Traditionally the Baptism of Infants has a strong
family interest. That interest should be for ‘
more than a day. As the children advance through
the years, as they renew their baptismal vow at
confirmetion, as they become ejuipped for taking
up the burdens of trelir own households, the power-
ful meaning of Baptism can become stronger end
Stronger. T[or Baptlism mesns that the Spirit of
God moves. into the individual, controls and
guides him, and becomes his true life., As that
fact s msde clearer through the years and as

the presence o the Spirit of God is reinforced
continually through the other means of grace,

the Paptism of the individual assumes ever more
precious significsnce. All of the religious
thinkines and activity of the entire family can
contribute to that significence. It does so not
merely as the family talks about Baptism or com=-
mente cn new Information about Baptism or commemo-
rates the beptismal vows of the chlildren at the
time of confirmation, but as the advenecing years
brinz with them new opportunitles for the Chris-
tien 1ife to move into action_end new obstacles
which that 1ife must conquer.il

¢ [y

(o Yy il 7

The subject of the Christian education of the souls
of those whom God in His grace has received to be His own
throupgh Holy Raptism covers the entire span of human 1life,
This studv hes been directed primerily toward the infant and
small child, but what has been said, in meny instances, would

have 8 resdy epplication to the areas of later 1life. In any

10ipresians 4:12.

1lnlchard R. Caemmerer, "The Christian Family--A Living
Force in the Modern World," Fifth Yesarbook of The Lutheran
Education Association (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,

Co RENDR 50 1.
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agze bracket of Christian training, the question could be
asked:

Is the best religlous education we can glve our

children, no metter how comprehensive and how

thoroush, really commensurate with the high dig-

nity to which our children are called? ¢ « »

Let us ever be mindful of the fact that the Kins's

children must have a royal education.l® '

The education of the older child and the'edult could
be evaluaited in much the same manner in which this study has
attempted an evaluation of the relicious education of the
small child on the hasis of the educstional implications in
Holy Baptism. However, such an eveluation would lead beyond
the limits which have been set for this stndy. Perhaps such
8 study could be made gt & later date.

The result of this study is that the author is more
firmly convinced that there are educational implications in
Holy Baptism. He feels that it can truthfully be stated
that our Lord expects a response of those who are baptized.
Before such a response caen be expected of the child that hss
been baptized, he must receive training and guidance in the
meaning of Baptism, the blessines of Baptism, the expectetions
of Baptism, that he miéht be trained to eppreciate the love

of God that has come to him and have 2 response of love ex-

cited within his hesrt. Then that desire will be present €o

cance for Christian kducation,"” Fundamentals in Caris
JducatiOn (Gr‘and ﬁapidsg ?:rm.’Bo Eer’amans Iﬁlmfnﬁ 50-:
9537, p. 32.
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show forth in 1ife the faith which has been implanted in
Baptism,.

The concern v ich was expressed in the statement of
this thesis, concerninm the losses from Baptism to Confirma-
tion, are surely a problem which should rpive grave concern
to every person who baptizes 2 c¢hild, to every person who

gccepts responaibility for

)

ehild as a sponsor, to every
father and mother who brinvs a child to the font, to every
part of the Crristian communlty that in any way has a re-
sponsibility or interest in that child. This concern should

not conslist in the wringing of hands over a deplorable situa=-

bt

tion, but should call forth some of the best efforts of per-
8ons and groups to do all within thelr power that every
child who i3 baptized is given a Christian traininz and is
led to profess his fatith and live a faithful Christian life,
¥rom personal experience, this writer knows that some of the
statistles are bound to be in error, becsuse they are merely
statistics. 43 an exaemple: those statistics do not reflect
the situation where a person baptized as en Infant, thoush
not conlirmed at the usual time, doss take that step later
in 1ife, perheps in the G-e bracket of high school or adult-
hood. There is also the possibility that a child baptized
in the Lutheran Church; the Wpiscopal Church, the Roman
Catholic Church, or some other church may in adulthood ‘be-
Come a member of some other Christian denominstion. Mo one

Would ever say that no concern showld be shown for the losses

e 7 *

o
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guffered of those baptized as Infants or children, bhecause
the above 18 merely conjecture based upon Some isolasted in-

atances in the authort's own experience. There is no doubt

3
]

that examples of perso

-

=

e

baptized as infants, but not coming
into the church until adulthood could be multiplied from the
experience of every pastor. All of these concerns should
only heizhten the realization of everyone conserned with the
Baptism of eny infant that there is an impelling and urgent
necessity to follow throuzh on thst Baptism with a good
prozram of Christian education or nurture in the home and
church,

Ho doubt much could be done_to encourase 8 ro-evaluation
of the doctrine of Holy Baptism in the light of its educa-
tional implications on the part of everyone who has any con-
tact or interest in the rearing or training of children in
the Christian church. There has been & wholesome concern
shown in some quarters, and this should be & wideninz circle.

There will always be knotty érobiams connected wilth
the doctrine of Baptism becsuse of the educational implica-
tions which are involved with the doctrine. Nvery pasior,
at some time in his life, is going to be filled with a need
to re-evaluate the practices which he has been following in
baptizing children brought to him. There will be questions
Whether this Baptism should be performed because it appears,

humanly speaking, that the child will not recelve a Chris-

tian training. It may be problematical whether the child
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will be reared in & Christian atmosphere gnd home. All of
these different circumstances in which the psstor lives and

works for his Lord Jesus Christ should only strenzthen his

.

1

resolve to dc all with

-ty

n his power to fulfill the charze

P

which ftod has given to him, namely, to have a part in the

ald

"verfecting of the saints,. In striving to fulflll this
cherze he will be minded to train and direct all parents to

sheir children to Baptlsm early; he will instruct the

parents in the meegning, the importence, and the expectations

of Holy Baptism as far as their children ere concerned. He
will also want to portray vividly for them the educational
Implications of Holy Baptism thet they do not nezlect to

train thelr children in the faith. This same training must

be the responsibility of every pastor with reference to his

entire congrezation.

fo .
13rphesians 4:12.
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