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'..&.'he .&inde of L11uatrationa 

if illu ·trations are needed in sermons to throw light 

upon the message,that it may be understood,it le of great 

value to know t he kinds or t ypes of illustrations, whioh 

beHt serve thi~ purpose• There are various kinds of illus­

trations• ~hey are the picturesque word, simile, metaphor, 

true story, and proverb• ~he nuture of thooe illustrations 

is noted bV a deaDription or definition of them• 

17hat is a piotttrosque word? It ia a r1ord whioh presents 

an idea to the mind in a striking manner• It ia a verbal 

photograph of any life situation• The picturesque word must 

not be underst ood litnrally, but figuratively• To illu otrate, 

one rnay say• '':his hands flew u1,, and dovm on the keyboard of 

the piano". Taken 11 t er ally, thla ex1,reseion would mean that 

the hands of the pianist hud wings, which moved up and 

down on t he keyboard of t he piano,as a. bird in flight• ~'his 

aame idea could be stated 1 "hie l1ande moved quickly up and 

down 011 the keyboard~' It is evitlent, t hat the expression 

"~1 II " " T �~� ew is more graphlo than the uorde, moved quickly• o 

llluetrate furthermore.one may say, "he v,aa soared stiff"• 



which is more effective than u~ing, "he was budly frigh­

tened"• Or one mr y oay, "the earth l a marred and tioarred 

with the gra ve s of raon", Vlhich ill more powerful than etnting, 

"the ' I earth iu fu.ll of tho graves of r.1on' • t le evident that 

pio,t1lr~sqne words give "v 1 tali ty and color", l to one' e speech. 

it taJces thou.ght an d practice to bo efficient in the use of 

Pictu.resqu.e words• but when the prcnoller has learned tho art 

of llsing them, hia m&unage wi-11 bo moro s triking and a-ppeal• 

lng to his congregation• 

,Lnc, t he r kind of illustration i e the simile• A simile is 

u. "rhe to1·icul fi011re exprC t$Dlng comparison or lU::r.nese by the 

of such t e r ms a s like, as., eo, etc.".2 Exampleu of common 

Sicolle s aro, "he 11oted like a boa.et"; "stingy as u miser", 

"bitter a s ga ll", "s our as vinegar", "sVloet as t5ugar", " light 

us a f eather", and are used in ordinary conversation. 

hie t j po of l lu.stru.tion ie fo:md extensively in the Holy 

•iri tings• A few biblical similes are tho following: "The un­

godly ure not s o: but are like the chaff which thr. wind 

drive th av1u.y", 3 "Ho fight . I not ae one that bnntcth the 

l II 
11 1 f a r ,4 the kingdom of heaven is like u.nto a grn no 

1. J.H.c • .Fritz D.D., The .PrejLgher'e ltnnuu1, Concordia 
fa1g1t, 1942 vo1.l111, P• 44• • • 
2• ~runk H. ~izotclly, Litt• D., LL.D., The ~tnndprd Deak 
.D1c:tlonary,ncn'I edition, .l!'llnk und ,vugnulis .Co., 1936,p. 724. 
3. L'salm 1:4. 
4. 1 Oor•9=26. 

. . 
• 



m11stard uocd 11
• 5 "the lclngdom of heaven le llke unto o. mor­

chu11t man ee king costly pearls".G "ye are like unto o. whited 

Hep11lohre".7 

4 l though, 1 t lli caelor to cm1>loy the s imile than th'8pp1o­

turesquc \"lord. th~ s imile i.s as illuntrutlve uu tho -pictures­

que word • The employment of the slmllo.us an illuntration 

shou.ld caueo the preacher 110 difflcu.l ty• 

Like the piotureequc word and slqi1le.tho metnphor 1s 

also used o.s an lllustrntlon• ~11t .,1hat 1s o. metaphor? A. mo­

ta)>hor 1o n "f l g llrn of cpcech in wbiuh one cH>jcot 1c likened 

to anot her b y s peal.:1ng of 1 t an if l t ' mire thut othar• lt ls 

dlstinc; liuh r d from the sLmile by not empl 'oying auy word of . . . ... 

comparieo11 1 ou.ch a:s '· '11Jte' or' 'o.s 1 ".8 1'hc Dible 1B rich in 
t • 

me to.phors • l'he best i,'iq t ·o get a a q11alnted \'1th thir. . type of . 
11lu.stra tio11 le to note o. few biblical metaphQrD, P.t1.ch ns, 

"lioa.b i s my wn. hpot" .~ "o.nd · they remembereci that · ood v,as . .. . 
tl]elr roclt" ,i'o "the Lord is a lfun onu -u e~1e::J.d" .11 " they 

eat t hs b1·es.d of wlckednesa tin\· drlnk'"tJie wine of violence" .12 .. 
"her hous e J:s 1:ho _wo.y to h'ell".13 "I . nm the ~road of llfe".14 

".L BL1 the door",15 "I run the goof uhephcrd".16 

The pe.r,!ble le 01s·o 0. kind of lllustro. tiOD• B11t what 1B 

a parible~ ~aylor ~iv a tho followJ:11g deflntton of it• 
• 

5. ->t•~atthew 1:; : 31; 6. St ■ Llo.tthe" 13:45i 7 • St. t.1atthcw 23: 23 
G• ~ra~t H. Vizetell¥.@•.a.il••P•499; 
9. -"u•1oa:g; 10• Po•76:35i 11. J.10. a4:11;11Provo::bs 4:J.7; 
13• rovcrbs 7:13, 14• St John 5:30, 16• St.john 10:9, 
lG • .L'oid• 10:11 ■ • •- 1 · 



l.n the .Nev, Joetwnent, two Grock worla have 
Reen rendered by thle one English term• 
~he one of theee,parolmia, is trunolatecJ. 
proverb"• J,iterally,it aignitleB "some­

thing by tho way"; and in its secondary 
s'E>nue 1 t denotoa a fig11rative disoourse 
or dark saying,111 which more is meant 
than moots the e1ar,und into whioh val­
uablt though hldd·en manning bas been 
pucked• Tho other more common term,para• · 
bole,which ia simply the lingliah word in 
~eek letters.It comes :erom ~u verb whioh 
eignlf·ioa to throw or ·plaoe ·aide by side, 
and denotes a plaolng one thing besides 
another fo~ the purpose of oomparison,or, 
more generally, an utteri nce which in• 
volves a comparison• Lt ls uued by the 
saored writers both in a : wider and in a 
nurrovter s ense• Iu the wider ,it is em­
ployed s pmetlmea to dE.note un udage ,or 
proverb properly so ooJ.lcd;l . sometimes 
to signify a sentiment so briefly and 

lD 

dur ~ly worded as not to be 12Dderetood;2 
s ometimes to designate a pithy inetruotlon 
couched in tho form of un aphortam;3 some­
tlmos to describe a lesson which is con­
~lrmed by a simile drav,n from nature.4 
Dut,in its more reat~ioted sense.it 1e tho 
nume givon to u. connected no.rrative,whether 
of events ill hWDUll life. or of a procces 
in na ture,by whioh some gr:bat spiritual 
truth is illuutrated or enforoed• lt is not 
a more slmile,which muy be exprcosed in a 
si•ngle cla.11se; or oven u do,tailed com­
parison of one thingto another; but a 
11 ttle his tory. \lhlch might be read n1erol:, 
for lta own sake, bu.t whloh, tis used by the 
ll.... i' -&eut eacher, wue mude a vehicle of in-
st uotlo11 or warning, of oomfort or oon­
demm1.tion• The 11 ttle girl r,as very noar 
the mark, when ,she suid a parable is "an 
earthly i;tory with an heavenly moaning"; 
and ~e muy not be far wrong if we define 
it to be a narrative true to n~tu.re or to 
life. 11eea for the purpose of oonveying 
epiritUAl truth to the mind of the hearer.- 17 

0

17• • llllam ii. Taylor,D.D.,LM,D,,Tb,e ~arab1ep of Ohr 

t>nyl0L1~, Introd11otory ,pp.1-2, 

• I 



111 oonnootlon with Taylor' a definl tion of a parable, 1 t 

■ay be well to consi~er anothor roforenoe concerning it• 

l>r•.h
1

ritz points ot1t in "The ~reaohor's 1.1.anuul",as follows: 

.Bible students a.1uting111sh between the ty-
pical or prefig11rutive >.md the e~bolio or 
cmolemutico.l parable• Tho prefigu.rative 
parables in the mew Teetamont are found in 
the nu.rrutivee of the Good ~umuritun,of 
a Certain .dich J.:ian,of tho Rich .Lian £and La­
zart1s• ~s Hugge s~ggests, the subject-matter 
and doctrine lie on the uume 1>lane, belong 
to the same sphere• Those parables present 
characters,as repreuentutives of the rel1• 
gioue or roliglo-moral relation, which io 
to convey to tho hearortl u lesuon for imi­
tation or admonition• To the symbolic 
par ables belong,e.g.,the story of the 
-Mo.borers 111 the Vineyard, of the Greil.t Supper . 
and 9f the rrodigal Son■ ~re,the subject 
rat-1.ttcr ana 'the doctrina1 inctruction belong, 
respectively, in a differC1nt dom¥,in, inasmuch, 
ns ~Ul event which tate·a place in tho realm 
of human oxperlonce or even in nature is 
emblematlce of a cortuin religious or a 
religio-moral conception• A speoial group 
wlthln ' the uymbolio parables are the nuture 
par a bles• Of those,thcse are seven in number 
in the ljew •estamont,the puru.blea of the 
~ower,of thb !l'uros umong the lhcat,of the 
ki11st!i:d i>eod, of the Fig !l'ree, of the Grow­
ing ~eod(Uark4),of the Hot of Fishee•!l'he 
material is sought in prooeueos that belong 
to the natur~l world".18 

The _.Bible has muny parables• The greuter number of 
I 

them are in the lJew ~e.stament• ln thomeolves, all of them 

are subject matter for ~ermons• However,they too oerve 

well for illu~trative purposes• In view of the fact,that 

they present their mesease in an illustrative manner,the 



preuoher may que , them us they are tor tllustrationa, tie may 

l11tr.oduoe them as illuutratlone · to his hearers, by auoh 

remarks, as is illu&trnted in the "'1arable of the r>rqdigal 

ijon, 111 t he J." urable of the Good Sa.mar i t11n, eta• 

4 nother kind , of i l lustration iu 1tho . trite etor7• 

Trua stories ar e lnaidente or evonte whloh ooourin dailJ 

life• They may be stories,whioh present various phases of 

hllman ccnd1tct in different plaoea IUldor divers <:iroumetanoes• 

" any lntereeting stories ha~e •oome out of the preeent war• 

There are stories of heroiom, of distress, of devotion tp 

God nd fellowman, of loyulty, of su.orifioe, of attondanoe, 

to cl1tty , of reapo11eil>lli ty, of reeoare, of confeaa1on,ot 

f'ui th t~nd the like• · l'hese ,etori·ee ,when used us illu.etrations 

ut the ri6h t time, ~nd iu the proper way in the sermon are 

of great value to the p:rcaoher in the llresentution of 

his meeeage, 

~rovsrbs may too be uoed as illuutrutlona• As ouch, 

u proverb presents·,. "homely tr11th in oondo11aed, praotioal 

form 11 .19 There are a var le t y of proverb&• .mout ion le made · 

of 0111.v two types, "the his torioal uud metaphorical proverbe''.2O 

~he 11historioul proverb" .~u d1en 11sod illustratively, 

ulllldea to fj0me hlstorloal event or fwnou.a utatemont made 
II U II t at a ·moraontous oocaslon, whioh has paused in o o. 

19. ~rank H. Vizetelly,Litt•D.,LL.D•,&• .a,il. p• 627• 

20. :?.0.l)ulor Commentnn;y, .tlew ) :a.1tton,.froyerba,Intro.p. !II. 
21. ibid• ~rovorba,!ntro~ pitiII. · · 



pop11lar saying", 22 or whiuh elfl)reseee "ttome general stn.to­

ment. or idea".· 3 To illustrate: ".rhe al tuation of a p erson 

performing an o f fice not a.1u;o9iutod with hie rogu.lar £Jta­

t -1on in life, may be uut forth by the prov&rb, "is Suul 

among the 1,rophets" 24 Or, the unpopularitJ of a m1nicter 

among his own people, or 111 his home congrega tion may be 

domomstrt ted Dy the Lord •a saying, . "no prophet ic accepted 

in hio own ootmtry".25 

"The me taphorical proverb", 26 when used illustrntivoly 

" enunoittte ~; s orae mora l truth 11nder a figure drawn from na-

t ure or l i fe " . ,.7 An example of the "mnit~phorical proverb"28 

i II 
a in vn ln . the net is opread in the cyeo of any bird,,. 29 

~11r ely, this prove rb ill11etratoa thu tr11th 1 thnt t he ulert 

c:hrh·tiun i s no t trapped by tho enu.reo of .>atan, no matter 

how Ekillfltl l y he ba its them wl th hiu wicked induoemonts• 

1n a s imilar way, other hif;torlcal and muto.phorioal proverbs 

mHy be us ed• 

Th o hbove t ypes of illustrations are diff erent fro~ 

one ano t her; yet a ll may be used with good taste at the 

right time• Hance, it muy b e uaid,"e.ny compurioon,11.naloS7., 

ins tance, e:xample,tale, anecdote, or the like which l!crvcs 

lot light upon a. subject mo.y. be called an 111-u.etration, this 

word in its widest· U:ue including all the roet".30 

:.:..2J.Jopular uo111me11t11.ry ,11cY1 ecl 1 tlon..,J.lro,1,intra • p •III• 
23• Ibid•; 24• l Samuel 10:12i 26. ~t. uk& 4:23. · 
2G. ropu.lo,r Uommentu.ry,now odition,.tro-,Intra•p.LII. 
27• Ibid•i 28• lbid•L· 29• ~roverba 1:17. ~ 
30• J mes c.Pernald, .H.D., English ~ynonyms tmd Antonyms, 
P• 52• 



.It tulces s t\ldy nnd pruotioe, howevor, to detormine when 

and how to \lee them• b\lt before 111\lotr~tlona oan be used, 

they mm~t fi rst be fom1tl. \'1hore, then, muJ good illuatru.tiOIIB . . 
be fonnd? This Q\les tlon 13 unswered ln part threo of this 

puper, 1mder the _heading, tha s oufoe of lllua trationa• 

,\ .. 

• 
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The dou.roeo of I11ustratlona 

•·•here cw.y good illu.atrn.tiona be fow1a? There are a mlDl• 

of souroee, which provide the preuahor with exoollcnt 

lllus t1·atio11s• Ho muRt lmow of theoe euurces, not in n. gener­

al but in a epeoiflo 't1ay• He too will cluE.taif~, hie illustra­

t i ons, gleaned from t he vo.rioue tiourcea, aooording tp impor­

tance, and fi tneea for dEul~rable praotloal purposes• 

The foremost BO llroe of illustrations is the Holy Bible• 

11111st retlons to.Jcen f rom the Biblo arc tho best illu.stro.tlons, 

for t heir author is the lioly Ghost• To .illuetrate ~1th 

biblical illustrations Le to illu.etrata, "not in words 

which man's wisdom teaoheth but '1hioh the Holy Ghost toaoheth".l 

Biblical illuutrations are reliable und truetworthy, for 

they are the ••ord of God, "whioh oe.uuot be broken" ,2 and 

''which live th and abid&th forvver".3 Furthermor e, biblical 

ill11s tratione are colorfu.l and striking• They are more thu 

"wimlowe" and "l_ights" to a s ermon• The:, are 11 0&0.rchllghta" for 
• 

t hey penetrate the darkness of unbelief• iihen J cau.a rolnted the 

"&ar&ble of the Hicked liueb'andman" ,4 the chief priests and 

pharisees ",poraeiv:ed tha.t Be epake of them". C> .Htlt, "how aan 
, 

l. 1 Cor,2:13; 2. St.Jolin ~0:36; a• l 2oter 1:23; 
4• dt.Matthew ~21:33.46; 6• Ibid• 21:46• 



these things be" .6 .Lt _l e beau.use "the v,ord of God is quiok 

and ,p9werf11l and shar er than a twoedged sword, p1ero1.r,g 

,iven to t he dividing as1111dor of e :,ul 1,nd uplri t, end of joints 

and marrow, und is a d1aoerner of tho tho11.e1hta and intflnts of 

the heart".7 

a.lthoa6 h, the Bible 10 the boat so11roe of llluotratlons, 

they •Will not be available to t~e preacher, unless he aeo.rohes 

the .litble for · them• T.he di"'ine injwiot1un, "search the ;:jorip-

... "a 11nree t akes in n. study of the snored text e.leo for illus-

tratlona• To make ouoh a oeuroh requ.iros _an analysis of 

every book of the " ible, Uld and ~ow ~eatument• ~ot all books 

c, f the JJlblo ure rioh in lllulitrative material to the oame 

,logroe• •11· oompariaon of t he books of .Liaw and His tory of the 

O.T. wi t h t he boqks of ~oetry and ~ropheoy of the O.T. sho~s 

the l a tter group exoells the former in these thingn• ibe 

books of ·~oe try and ~ropheoy are replete with picturesque 

words, 1eimllco and metaphors• Derertlu.;lese, the 5av lour illus­

trates Jii e gruolflxion to .£•icod~ciue by the his torical event, 

tho.t "o.s Moses lif' j;ed up tho serpent in the v,ilderncHs even 

so muGt the ijon of mall be lifted up".9 Un nnothor occasion, 

t he J.ord Jef,ius i l luotr&tea the world conditions, o.t Ais aeoond 

coming by tho i:emark that ' the.v would be as they wore "in 

tllo dn3 e of noe''. 10 Theee c-xnmplco tnJ::on from the books of 

6• 3t• Johll 3:9, 7 Gobrewa 4:12; 8• St. John 6:39; 
9. ~t• John 3:1~; 16 ~t• -~uke 17:26• 



Law ahow that these books also prov}.de fino 1·11u.ctrative 

materia l• .Bu.t, ,uhut hne tho Bew t'oe;tamont to o-'!for in re­

gard to illuetro.tio11e?-

L1jte the 014 1'estar:icnt', the z•~w ·Teeto.ment hue its · divi­

eion •O'! books• They nre the ~iogrnphiotil .Hooks, the .l'nu.llne 

~JllUtles, t he liencro.l J?;plsiles. ancl tho J."roph~tioo.l l!ook. It 

le oortatn t hu t the Hiogro.phlcal ·J:Sooku have . the moot J.llu.s­

tra ti've materlal, ' for they oontalri t he J."arublos of Josue• 
1'he other booka <lo not come far behind tor llluntrntive ma­

hrlal, for t hey arc ··ell stocked wt'th 1>icturesque v1orde, 

S.i.mlles E:11d metaphors• J.t r.:iust a1Ro be noted that the Bew 

1'e t arnent surpasaca the Uld !l'est~eut tn ~J!arnbloo VJhlch eug­

geata their value' for l i lutl trntive purpoeee, conHidcring the 
I • • 

f act, that they .a re in themuelveo highly illus trative• 

Luter -~n, in thic p~per snrapl:~~ of_ _1.l~untrntione glcnnect from 

bo t h 1'cstamF-nts will be lh:ted• 
.: .... 

.rauo ther sou.rce o f illu.utro.tloue iD :qymnology. There are 

thou.aande of' ch1•iHtio.n hymns• Every hym11 hi•s a S"tory connected 
; , • .. 11 , .. • • 

with it• .b'or example, the s tory eicsooit..tod with t he beatitif'ul 

hymn, ".lust l s J. am". by lihorlottc l!:lli,cot .10: 

:L'holterh u. daaghter of the Uhuroh, brought up 
in n pious home, ·1 t seems' tlmt £:lies J!;lliot 
had never found true peace with Uod• ~iko 
oo many oth .r soel,ing souls in ll'll uges, 
she felt that men mu.~~ do aomethLJ18 them-

• ·. solves to \'flri salvation. instead of coming 
to Uhriat o a helnleas Di1mers ttnd finding 
ooinj~l:ete redemption in llim• · 
When ..JJr ■ Caesar l.ia1un, 1.ho noted ti1.1laa preacher 
of ~eneva, c uwe to visit thu ~11iot homo 
in .ijri ghton, J$uglrand, in 1622, he Doon 
dis cove r ed the ouu.se of her aplritual per• 
plexity. ~nd became a real evwigclioal guide 



" 

. 

and oo,mec,ilor• "Xou huve uothlng of 
merit to br lng to "'od", he. told her 
"Xou muut come just as 21011 are, a sin- : 
ner, to the ~umb of "'Od that taketh 
away tho sin of the world" .11 ,. 

Vther hymns have their• ~"hose stories doal with 

all phases of Uhris tinn experio11ce, of joy, sadness, faith, 

tem , tation : urrender to Uhrlst, 11nci combat with the dovil• 

~vnr y story may be uuod ae an iilunt~otion and in .a very 

delightful way• .Lt depends vJhe.t the preacher v,ieheo to illus­

trate• .if ,he would ill11e•trate the truth, ''the blood of Je­

cue ~hriot .a.1a i:>on clea11eeth us from ull sin",12 he may 

q110 te the hymn verse: 

~csus, ~hy blood und rcig~~eousnosa 
my beauty ~re, my glorious dress; . 
li11dst flamirlg '-worl'ds, <in these arrayed, 
il l th ,1oy shall .1 lift up my heo.d• 13 

.a.ow Lea11 tlful ! 

~he pastor's personal experionce with people and hie 

knowledge of them is another source of illustrations• .ti.is 

daily contact with peo ple of ull typeo encl olaseos gives 

him occas ion to ut u.dy hwnan nature in its unconverted and . 

r 

r egener a ted s t ttte• .Lf, ho lo n. ctudent of human no.tu.re and 

a keen obuorver he will s tud~ the peruonal1ty and ohnraoter . . . 
of every poreon .1th whom he deals:- ao will note that the 

11• ~rneet ~dwin nyden, ~be ~tory o: uur BYm~, pp.276-27?1 
12• l "ohn 1=7; ~ 
13• uudwlg von ~inz~ndtrf, ~r-,John noeley,The uµthernn 
JilDDual, "oeua,~by .t:SJ,aad nnd !'ttd)teauem:ss,·3'11,v.l• 

• 



oond11ut or the W1uonverted will 90 different thun that of a 
' . 

CJiriHtian• " l!
1ellx t.remblod".• when J."aul upoke to him of"righl§ 

teuuuneas, temper moe bn« judgment to com~" .14 but tho"man 

of Kthlopla" ,15 after hio oo 11tu.ot with .i.>eter "went on his 

way r ojo iclng"l6• 

·"llt t he pastor .do~u not ·deal with non-Chrir.tiana only, 

bllt minis ters to Ohri ntlnne aleo• .Aooordlzigly,he hao the 

behuviollr of hio puriuhionor frec1ue~1tly under observation, 

not 111 tlu npirlt of t.he F • .B.I., but ~n 1.._pe spirit of the 

pastorul hourt• rherefore, he &tudies h~s m~mbor, us ha be• 

huves a t ahu.rch, in hie home, on ocoasiona ot Joy, a11oh as 

a we~d1ng, a baptiam, a famil~ relwion, in timo of sorrow, 

the death of a loved une, in tho hour of misfortµne, in hie 

a ·soaintion \1l 1.h hlti fellovnnon, who may bt, thooe of "the 

hOllBohold o.f fti.i th" ,l7 or those· not of "tho bod;,y of Ohrllst" .J.8 

Carel owever, ahollld bo oxcroised thnt llluatrntlono taken .. .. .. ' 

from the field of pastoral Ol,.'l)Crienoe do not divlllge the 

oc:uaaion, when they oco111·~ed or the person or poruono oon­

cerued• .ju.oh u. mis take wollld dafeut the purpooe of the 

illustration• 

C11rren events serve tut :f'l11e 1lluutrut1o:rle• ~hey made ae­

l eoted from the medical, l11d11strio.1, L1uuioal,ngrioul tu.ral, 

o.nd :f'ino.nclul world, and whatsoever has to do rd.th d.ail.ly l~fe • 
• 

4lso, 111 this oom1ootion, the blogruphies ~f great men should 

be forgotten• ~he stories of their lives relate outstunding 

• 

14• , .. ate 24:20; 16. Aots a:2'7.; 16• ibid. e:39; 
17• Gulutiuns G:10• 18• C · 
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u.t:hlovements and1 dlumul cllauppoi11tmente, hoighto .of ~oy and 

depths of ~a.crow., pereervcranooa cmcl aaor1f1cea, blessings 

and trlb~latlona, loya1tiea and dislo1o.ltiea, • etrength nnd 

Wet,kness- of· chr r a cter• To s eloot . 11.l.uotratlons from thio ~ 

source re cm.ires th.o pa stor to be· aoa~ui•nted w.i th the times 

in whloh he lives, a nd at the . same time to bo an extenolvo • 

render• 

lluture io ano t her son.roe .of illuatrat-ioU:s• .l?lant- and 

a11lmai life fu.rni's h many of" them• The ~ii.viou.r pro1;entod His 

tenuhl11g e b y illllli tra tlona ·about au.ch thj.11gs us tho lilies . 

of t ho fleld, the fowls of tho ai~, the lightning, the .1.lght. 

tl1e salt, t.he let.von., ·· the breua, . the water, the fig tree. the 

0011, tho- vlne, t h e bro.uohea-_ ·the fox, the wolves, the vipers, 

tho hen and chlckerio, und the like• 

il1e~S7 .i@l-he f l11a.J. sou.r oe of il.lu.stru.tione to be aon­

eluered• It 10 of t ~ o .k:lnds'•. Tho~ ue church and tteoulo.r• 

Church h i s tori ,es p eoialiw "'that pox•tion to:f J::t ·v,r1 tten by the 

"holy men of \i-od ,ne they wore movo~ b.:i the Holy l}hoot" (ll­

el·uelle weolllur .U.lutory • OB a sou.roe of illllutra.tlonB• 

Chllrah .u1utory is the reoord .of the Church 'e marahhthru. the 

agoa,:fr om ga11nr o.tlon to g oneratlon• lt iu the story o:Z its 

origin, its promotion, its depreoe~on, its triumphs ovor · 

eln nnd wickedness, lta bletteod11ese, it horooa, 1)8 in- · 

flue11oe for good,ite oertalnlty of exiutence to the end of 

·time• 

t 


