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The 'Use Vf Illustrations in Sermons
(Outline!

The preaching of the"law".and the "testimony” is
the business of the precachere -

The “uw end thé Uospel must be presched that men
understand- »

“hen Yesus sojourned asmong men, He taught them the
Ruowledge of sulvatione His preaching awakened a response
in 8ig hearers. #7hy? It was because He spoke to them in a
way that they could undcrétund- His profuse engagement of
illustrations made His sermons and teachings comprchensible
20 His hearerse

fow, if the Lorad Jesus made such an extensive use of
illustrations to teach men th& way to Yod and to eternal
life, it ie proper for all other freuehers and teschers of
the “ord to employ theme '

Yhis paper has the obﬁeot of setting forth the subject:

1he Use of illustrations in Sermonse

l. Yhere is a nced for illustrations in sermonss

4, 1t is necessary but not absolutely to have
illustrations in sermons-

B, It ig expedients

U, 45 the Saviour found it necessary to use

them,s0 should «ll other preachers be
conscious of this neede




Ze¢ Which are the kinde of illustrations?

4 flctureesque word-

B, Simile.

C, ligtaphor.

L, Larablee

Le irne storye

¥, Proverb.
l. aistoricale
1ll. fietaphoricule

Je ‘here ure various sources of illustrations.

A, Dible.
by Hypnologye
C. Yastor's personal experiences
Y, Current eventse
E, mature-
P, History.
l. Church.
11, Sccular.

4e "ho urc the cmployers of illustrations and some
samples of their illustrations?

«, Inployers of illuetrations are:
l. The Higster Ireacher.
ll. those divinely inspircd.
1ll. Those not divinely inepired.

B, Sgmples of their illustrations.

le By the mgster freacher.
ll, 8y those divinely inspired.
111, By those not divinely inspired.

Be "hat is the object of illustrations?

A, The differcnce betwecn the need of a thing

and the object of a thing muet be notcd.

The object stated from a negative viewpoint.

The object determined from a positive viewpoint.

L]




THE UCE OF ILLULIRATIONS IHN SERLONS
Introduction

The prcaching of the "law"l and the "testimony"2 is the
business of the preucher. lts objeative is to lead men to the
conviction of thelr sins, and to direct them for their for-
givenecs to Christ Jesus, "the Lamb of God that taketh away
the sin of the world".3 To attain this soul-saving purpose
of preaching,the Lord Jcsus commanded the proclamation of "tle
word of truth",4 "for f£aith cometh by hearing,and hearing
by the word of God".5

‘he w«gw anu the Goepel, the two great principles of the
Holy Bible, must be preuched that men understand. ln his un-
converted state, man is spiritually blind and dead, "for the
natursl men receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God™.6
The non-christian hus no true.respect for God's holy will
and cares‘uot for His gracious will. "The Qord,of life"7 to
the unconvertcd heart is either "foolishness"8 or a “etumbl-

ing block.9 The unbelicver must be "tahght of God"10 thru His

l. Ie.8:20; 2+1b1d.8:20; 3. St-John 1:29; 4. 2Cor.6:7;
6. Romens 103 17' 6. 1 Cor.2:14; 7. hil. 2:16; 6. 1 Cor-1:23;
9o lbide 1:23; 10+ Ste. John 6:45e
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“ord, as outlined in the Holy Seriptures.

When Jceus esojourned among men, He taught them the know-
ledge of salvation, by preaching His word to them- His redeem-
ing love opened the "gate of heaven"ll for them. Hig preach=
ing swakened a response in Hie hearers,"for the common people
heard Uim gladly".12 %hy aid the fisherman, the tax collector,
the housewife, und others of humble stunding love to hear Him
preach? It was because He spake to them in a way,that they counld
understand. His profuce engagement of illustrations made His
fermons and teachings comprehensible to His hearers. His
relation of parables illustruted that which He wanted the
people to kunow and believee The parables of "the sower”,13
of "the mustemd seed",14 of the "leaven",15 of the "treasure
hind in the ficld",16 of "the pearl of great price",17 tell
of commonpluce things kuown to all men, but when emnloyed by
the Yord Jesus Christ,they become the pictures which convey
the message of salvation to their heartse

How, if the Lord Jecus Christ, "the Teacher come from
Yod",16 made such an extensive use of illustrations to teach
men the wey te. Yod and eternal life, it ie proper for all
other preachers and teachers of the Vord to employ illustra-
tions in their seruons, tkat their hearers too may arrive at

& fuller ané deeper understanding of their salvation thru

lle Genesis 28:17; 12. dyrk 12:37; 13. Matthew 13:18;
14. Ipid, 13:31; 15- "Ibig. 13:33; 16. Ibide 13:44; 17 Ibid.

13:46; 18. 5t-John B3i2e




faith in the blessed Scdeemer, "who is the Saviour of all
men, especially of them that believe".1l9 '
1his naper has the object of setting forth the subject:
The Use vf Lillustrations in Sermons.
the firot part of the subject, the need of illustrations

in sermons now followse

19. 1 Timothy 4:10.




o
The Need of Lllustrations in Sermons

The ute of illustrations in sermons is negessary but not
absolutely. Uivine “ruth can and may be taught without the
of ;liuﬂtrutions-A1though, the Saviour thruout the greater
part of Lis prophetic office used illustrations in nis preach-
ing,for "without a parable spake e not unto them",20 there
vere pccasions when *e did speak eﬂbeciully to th; twelve
without their employmente "iWhen Yesus knew that nis hour was
come that HZe should depart out o7 this world",21 ne defi-
nitely tells =2is disciples of #is crucifixion and‘rosurrec-
tion on three different times without illustrating nis re=
murkse Then,the Lord informs uis upostleé.that'“uo must go
to Yerusalem, und suffer muny things of the elders and the
chicf priests and seribes,and be killed, and be raiced on
the third dey"-%2 “he forgoing indicates,that it is not
entirely neccesary to use illustrations yet it is expedient.
The Saviour found it &0

according to Yuwson VU-Byran,in ais Sermon on the #ount,
Jesus need "fifty eix metaphors”. Why did Yesus used S0 meny
metaphorsf vwhy did Ae employ metaphors am'“ye are the esalt
of the ecarth",24 "ye are ithe light of the %orld". "why

£0, Hatthew 13:34; 2l. Stellohn 13:1; £2. “atthow 16:21;
23+ Vawson VeByran,the sart of illustrating Sermons, ihe

" Ppe 55=56]

Rover of ihe metsphor
24. Mgtthew 5:13; 25 lbid H:1l4.




beholdest thou the mote that is in thine brother's cye but
considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye;? 26 He
employed these metaphors, as illuetrations. They wepe the
“7indows"  of His sermon thru which the light of His word
shined into the hearts of His hearers,” to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ".27

How, us Jeeus realised the need of "windows" in His
Sermon on the “ount, so should all preschers of the Word be
consclous of this necessity. The informed pre#cher keeps in
mind that all his preaching snd teaching is for the "perfect-
ing of the saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ".28
“4gcordingly, he will write a sermon,that will indoctrinste,or
reprove,or correct,or instruct the hearer, that he "may grow
in grace and in the knowledge of" his "Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ",29 that he may receive "an inheritance among
all them that are sanctified".30 Although,his sermon has
these important phases,yet it may lack "windows". In order not
to forget to put "windows" in his sermon,the preacher should
bear in mind that the construction of a sermon is much like
the building of an houce. There are buildings without windows,
constructed so purposely+s Hut an house to be used for a family
dwelling must have windowse Of what value to a family is an

house without windows? By way of necessity a family could live

26. datte 7:3; 27. 2 Cor-4:6; 28. LEph.4:12; 2, Peter 3)18;
30. Aots 20:32e




in such an house,even though,it is as dark as a tomb,but not
Wwith comfort or happinesse Such an houge too could have all
modern conveniences, its rooms furniched with the best of
furniture,its floors carpeted with the finest oriental TUgsSe
Lts occupants might too be aware that the house contained
the best of everything, but because of the lack of windows
would be unable to enjoy the conveniences and comfort it
offerede Yo avoid these conditions,the curpenter builds wine
dows into the house which permits the light to enter from
every sidee when Yod created the world, 2S¢ "made two great
lights",31l and lesser lights,the myriad of stars,to illum=
inate it, that man could behold its magnitude and glory,over
which the VYreator made him, overseer. fiow,if the almighty
“gker found it necessary to illuminate the wald.by“com-
manding the light to shine out of darkness",32 that man may
enjoy its usefulness, as fully as poasible: eand if the car=-
penter constructs the houre with plenty of windows to light
it, it is just as necessary for the preacher to bduild his
sermon with enought "windows" or :"lights" that hies message
may be propely lighted for all who have come to hear his
messages fhe"windows" or "lights" of his sermon are his
illustrations. but what creutes the need of illustrations
in sermons? .

‘here are several conesiderationse These are the intell-

igence of the congregation, its secular and spiritual educa=-

3l. VYenesis 1:16; 32« 2 Cor. 4:6¢




tion, und its physical make-up. These categories of hearers
present various problems deserving Jf careful attentione.

‘he intelligence of the various members of a congrega=
is. not alikes Yhe measuring scale whercby the Intelligence
“uotient of the human mind is.memsured ranges "from zero
to one hundred and fifty plus".33 It is probuble that the
intelligence of the average congregation ranges from 84 to
132+ 4 person having an L.%. of 84 is considered normslly
intelligent,whilet a person posseseing an I.Q. of 132 is
considered a person of superior lntulligeﬁée- Undoubtedly,
the person having an I1.Qe of 132 has greuter power of com-
prehension than a person reglstering an I.Q. of 84« But,
how about such who have an I.Q¢ ranging from 70 to 84,which
indicates thut they are below normal intelligence but above
woron classificatione Lt iz difficult to say how many people
of the average congregation belong to the 70-64 type. It is
safe to eay that most congregations have some members belong-
ing to this cutegorye- “ccordaingly,the prescher must take
these people into consideration,as he preaches to them,that
they too may get their portion of the grace of God, for the
salvation of their soulse Even as,the 70-84 group presents
& preaching problem for the preacher, that they may under=
Stand, so0 too do the people of moron clussification,only to
greater degreee Mdorons are also in need of salvation and
should be given cureful coneideration, for Christ died also

for theme

33+ Aghwinkel bectures,fsychology,Summer School,pastors,1938.



ldiots and imbeciles, whose I.%. ranges from O to 50
do not belong to the renk and f£ile of hearers. To minister to
these unfortunste people by way of preaching is jimpossible.
Ikey are served in other wayss In addition, to the above men-
tioned classes, there are those hearers who are blessed with
Superior intelligence, whose I.&e ranges from 132 to 150 pluse
Theee pcople are the must capable hearers of all,for they have
the greater power of compre¢hensione But it matters not whether
the hearcr is highly intelligent, normally intelligent, sub-
normally intelligent, his attendance at Divine Scrvice is an
indication that he has come to hear the Word of Gods but he
must hesr understendingly and believingly, if he is to hear
profitablye

fiow as, u2ll hcarers are not equally. intelligent, so too
thej are not cqually cducatede Some are highly cducated, not
& few hauve & mediocre education, whils{ some have little or
N0 educatione «lthough, they stund unot on the same level,as
for as their education is concerned, yet, when they come to
church they are on the same ground, for they are all hearers
of the worde There is no doubt, there was a great difference
between the education of licodemus and the Woman of Samaria.
Yet, Christ taught both of them His Viord.fe helped then to
grasp fis teachings by the use of illustraticnas In the case
of “icodemus, He used the 1llustration of the "wind",.4 blow=

ing here, there,snd everywhere; and in the case of the iloman

34, Ste John 3:8e



of Samaria, He employed the illuetration of "Jacob's well".Z5
If it is imperative to consider the secular education
of the.hearer, it is more important to determine his spiri-
fual knowledge and understending - Christ's question to Nico-
demus, "art thou a master of Israel and knowest not these
things", 36 should remind the prescher not to suppose too
much of his hearers, as far as their Soripture knowledge is
concernede It is true that some have had the opportunity to
aoquire a fine biblical education, for they had the advant-
ages of the family altar, attended a parochiasl school, and
cagie to sunday school regularlye Others, however, did not
have these fuvoursble benefitse #ill these pecple with the
lesser spiritual educsation "lknow Christ,and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering",37 to the
SGume degree , as those with the better knowledge 6f the vord
of Yod? diust not the preacher present his message in such a
manner, that they too understend thoroughly, that they may
"be etrengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man;
that Christ may dwell in their heurts by faith! "that" they
"being rooted and grounded in love,may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and hecight; and to know the love of Vhrist which passeth
knowledge,that" they "may be filled with all the fulness
of Goa".38 :

35e Bt, Jdohn 4:6; 36. “teJohn 3:10; 37. Phil. 3:10
38 Ephe 3:16-19, -




o achicve this end, the preacher must use illustrations
that the gist of his sermon may touch the hearts of all his
hearerse

in addition, to coneldering the fntcllectuality und the
Becular and the spiritual knowledge of the hearers of a ser=
mon, the physical make-up of the congregaution must not be
Overlookede 4 congregation consists of "old and young and
middle aged people, where there are working men andi men of
leisure, dull men and,sharp men, practised worldlings and
spiritual and guileless men; in fuct all sorts of men".39
‘o preach to adults, youths, und children at the same time
1s & difficult tusk, for it requires the preacher to touch
all of them with hiec message. If the preascher can get the
children to understand, he cen be ulmost certain that his
Ssermon hus been understood by the older members of his con-
gregatione But how can a child not acquainted with theolog=
lcal terme and big words be made to understund? By way of
lllustratione whin the child begins public school, it is
tauight thru illustrations. The school is provided with
charts, pictures, mups and other devices to enable the
child to understand snd io thinke It is hardly possible for
& preuacher to take tuch illustrative muterial into the pul=-
pit, to teach the children the lesson of the sermon- He must
have other means to quicken their understanding and atten-
tione *llucstrations take the place of these deviciss Lf the

preacher illustrates his sermon thaut the child can understand

39, bonault asde Hoyt, UeDe " The laws for the use of illustra-

tion",The iork of *reaching,p 268°
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he cun be certuin thut the older members also understood. Of
course, this does not mean that all will hear alike profitebly,
for us there are degrecs of intelligence and of secular and
spiritual kxnowledge, there too will bc degrees of profit for
the hearerse +ut,it should be so, that ?vcryone. man, woman,
and child receive his or her portion of the gospel, “the
power of God unto salvation".40

fow,1f presching must be understood by the hearer to pro=
fit him and illustrations are a means to help him to under-
8tand, the prescher should recognise the necd of illustrations
in his sermons,and should ute them extensively. But what
kind of 1lluetrations chould he use? This will now be

answered in part two of this papere

40¢ Romagns 1:16.
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ihe #inds of Illustrations

if illustrations ure needed in sermons to throw light

upon the message,that it may be understood,it is of great
value to know the kinds or types of illustrstions, which
best serve this purposee There are various kinds of illuse
trationss They are the picturesque word, simile, metaphor,
true story, and proverb. The nature of these illustrations
is noted by a deseription or definition of theme

hat is a picturesque word? It is a word which presents
an idea to the mind in a striking manner. It is a verbal
photograph of any life sifuation- The picfﬁresque word must
not be understood literally, but figuratively. To illustrate,
one muyy say, "his hands flew up and down on the keyboard of
the piano”, Taken literally,this expression would mean that
the hands of the pianist haud wings, which moved up and
dovn on the keyboard of the piano,as a bird in flights This
Sume idea could be stuted,"his hands moved quickly up and
dovn on the keyboard' It is evident,that the expression
"flew" is more graphic than the words,"moved quickly”. To

illuetrate furthermore,one msy say, he was scared stiff",




which is more cffective than saying, "he was budly frigh-
tened". Or one may say, "the earth it marred and soarred
with the graves of men", which is more powerful than etating,
"the earth is full of the graves of men". It is evident that
picturesque words give "vitality and colof".l to one's speech.
Lt takes thought end practice to be efficient in the uce of
Plcturesque wordse but when the preacher has learned the art
of using them, hils message will be more striking and appeal-
ing to his congregatione

“4nother kind of illustration ie the simile. A simile is
a "rhetorical figure exprcssing comparison or likeness by the
of such terms as like, as, £0, eto.".Z Examples of common
Blulles are, "he acted like a beast”; "etingy as a miser",
"bitter ae gall", "sour as vincgar", "sweet as sugar","light
us & feather", and are used in ordinary conversation.
ihis type of iilustration is found extensively in the Holy
“ritingse 4 few biblical similes are the following: "The un=-
g0dly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind
driveth away", 3 "so fight I not as one that becateth the
air",4 "the kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of

o le JoH.C. Fritz,D.D., The Prescher's Mapual, Concordia
Palpit, 1942, vol ALII 'pl ad. Dy -

&e frgnk H, Vizetclly, Litte D,, LL,D,, The Standard Desk
Yictionary,new edition, Fank sund Wwugnalis Co., 1936,p. 724.
3e 38alm l:4,

4. 1 Cor.9:26,




mustard sced",5 "the kingdom of heaven is like unto o mer-
chunt man secking costly pearle”,6 "ye are like unto a whited
sepulchre"”.”

«lthough,it is cazier to cmploy the simil¢ than theppice
turesque word, the simile is as illustrative as the plctures~
tue worde The employment of the simile,us an illustration
thould cause the prescher no difficulty-

“ike the picturesque word and simile,the metaphor is
also used as an illustrution. Sut,what is a mctaphor? A me-
taphor is a "figure of cpcech iIn which one object is likened
Yo another by epeaking of it as if it were that others It is
distingalehcd from the similq by not employing‘auy word of
comparicon,such as 'like' or''as'".8 The bible is rich in
metaphorse lhe best way to get ucyuainted with this type of
illustration ic to note a few biblical metuphgrn, such as,
"Hoab ie my wa.hpot",¢ "and they remembercd that God was

their roek",10 "the Lord is & tun and a shield",1ll "they

eat the bresd of wickednees and drink the wine of violence”,12

"her house is the way to hell",13 "I am the brcad of life",14
"L am the door",15 "I um the gooé chephcrd".l6
‘he parible ie also a kind of illustration. But what is

a paruble? Taylor sivee the following defintion of it.

D. Ytedgtthew 13:31; 6. bt-ha thew 13:45; 7. St.liantthew 2

6° Frani He Vluetelly.nn city,p.499;
9. £5.108: 9; 10. 25786 3d 1l. Pse. 84 11 2Prove: bs 4:17;

13- roverbs 7: 213, 14- ut dohn 6:356; 16- st john 10:9;
16. lbid« 10:11. y
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in the liew festument,two Srecek works have
been rendered by this one English terme
ﬁhe one of these,paroimia, is transluted
proverb". Miternlly,it signifies "some=
thing by the way"; and in its secondary
sense it denotes a figurative discourse
or dark saying,in which more is meant
than meets the ear,und into which val=
uable though hidden meaning has been .
packed+the other more common term,para-
bole,which is simply the LEnglish word in
éreck letterselt comes from a verb which
signifies to throw or place side by side,
and denotes a placing one thing besides
ano ther for the purpoce of comparison,or,
more generally, an utterince which ine
volves a comparison. It is usged by the
sucred writers both in a‘wider and in a
nurrower sensee In the wider ,it is en-
ployed spmetimes to denote un adage,or
proverb properly so called;l sometimes
to signify a sentiment so briefly and
durkly worded as not to be understood;2
sometimes to designate u pithy instruction
couched in the form of an aphoriem;3 some=
times to describe a lesson which is con=
firmed by & simile drawn from nature.4
But,in its more restrlcted sense,it is the
neme given to u connected narrative,whether
of cvents in human lifc, or of a process
in nature,by which some great spiritual
truth is illustrated. or enforced. It is not
a mere eimile,which may be exprcssed in a
single clause; or cven a detailsed com-
parison of onc thingto another; but a
little history, which might be read merely
for its own sake, but which, as used by the
Ureat lYeucher, wus mude a vehicle of in=-
struction or warning, of comfort or con=-
demnatione The little girl was very near
the mark, when she said a parable is ' an
earthly story with an heavenly mesning";
and we muy not be far wrong if we define
it to be a narrative true to nuature or to
life, used for the purpose of conveying
spiritusl truth to the mind of the hearers 17

17+ wWilliam M. Taylor,DeD., Lu,D,, The Pursbles of Our
Saviour, Introductory,pp.l==2.




in conncetion with Tgaylor's definition of a parable,it
Bay be well to consider another reference concerning ite
Dr-¥ritz points out in "The Ereacher's Hanuul",as follows:

Bible students distinguish betveen the ty-
pPical or prefigurutive und the symbolic or
emblem:utical parable- The prefigurative
parables in the ¥ew Testzment are found in
the nurratives of the Good Samuritan, of

4 Lertain Rich 4an,of the Rich Liun und La-
zerus. =8 Bugge suggests, the subject-matter
and doctrine lie on the sume plane, belong
to the same sphere. These psrables present
charascters,uas representatives of the reli-
gious or rellglo-moral relation, which is

to convey to the hearere a lecson for imi-
tation or admonitions To the symbolic
parubles belong,e.g.,the Btory of the
“pborers in the Vineyard of the Great Supper,
and of the Yrodigal Sons ‘Here,the subjeot
mutter ana the doctrinal inetruction belong,
respectively, in a different domuin, inasmuch,
as an ecvent which takes place in the realm
of human experience or even in nature is
emblematice of a certain religious or a
religio-moral conceptione & gpecial group
within the symbolic parables are the nature
psrables-. Uf these,these are seven in number
in the dew * estnment the puruables of the
Sower,of thé Tures umong the wheat,of the
bnstond beed, of the fiﬁ ree, of the Crow-
ing Seed(ligrka),of the et of Fishes.The
material is sought in processes that belong
to the natural world".18

The Bible has muny purablese The greater number of
them are in the lew “estamente In themselves, all of them
are subject mutter for sermons. However,they too serve
well for illustrative purposese In view of the fact,that

they present their message in an illustrative manner,the

18, Vre J.H.C. Fritz, op. ait., pp.103-104.




Preacher may use them us they are for illustrations: He may
introduce them as illuctrations:to his hearers, by such
remarks, as is illustrated in the rarable of the Frodigal
Son, in the Yursble of the Good Samaritan,etas
| 4nother kind of iilustration is the.true story.
Trua storics are incidents or evunts which occurin caily
life- They may be stories,which pretent various phases of
human cconduct in Gifferent places under divers ciroumstancess
Lany interesting satories have come out: of the present ware
There ure stories of heroism, of distress, of devotion to
God snd fellowman, of loyulty, of sacrifice, of sitendance,
to duty, of responsibility, of rescure, of coafession,of
fuith «nd the like. These stories,when used ss illustrations
at the right time, end in the proper way in the sermon are
of great value to the prcacher in the presentution of
hies messager

Lroverbs may too be used as illustrutions. i&s such,
4 proverb presents, "homely truth in condensed, prsatical
form".19 There ure a variety of proverbs. Hention is made -
of only two types, "the historical und metaphorical proverbs".20

The "nistoricul proverd",2l when used illustratively,
alludes to some historical e¢vent or fumous statement made

' at a momentous occasion”, which "has passed into a

19, Prank He. Vizetelly,litteD.,LL.D. op. ait. pe 627e

20e Fopular Coumentmny Hew Edjition,Proverbs,Iptro.p.Ill,
2le ibide Yroverbs,intro. pudllle = -




Popular saying",22 or which cxpressees "some general state=

ment or ifdea".23 To illustrate: The situation of a person

performing an office not sssociuted with his regular sta-
tion in life, may be set forth by the proverdb, "is Sanl
anong the prophets”"24 Or, the unpopularity of a minister
among his own people, or in his home congregation may be !
demonstrated by the Lord's saying,."no prophet it accepted
in his own country".25 |
"The metaphorical proverb”,26 when used illustratively
"enuncistes some moral truth under a figure drawn from na-
ture or life".27 s4n examnle of the "mataphorical proverb"c8
is "in vain.the net is cpresd in the eyes of any bird".29
Surely, this proverb illustrates the truth, that the alert
¢hrizrtian ie not trapped by the snares of Satan, no matter
'how 8killfully he baits them with his wi@icd inducementse
In a similar way, other historical and metaphorical proverbs
muy be usede
The bbove types of Lllustrations are different from
one another; yet all msy be used with good taste at the
right times Hence, it muy be said,"any comparison,analogy,
instance, example,tale, anecdote, or the like which &crves
let light upon a subject may be called an illustration,this

word in its widest use including all the rest".30

£2¥opular VYommentary,new euit;on_Ezn;anirﬂ' p-11I,

£3+ Ibide; 24. 1 Ssmuel 10:12; 26. St. uLe 4:23. -

26. fopulsr bommentury new cdition,tra.,Intra.p.l LEEe

27. Ibid.; 28+ Ibid-; 29. froverbs 1:17. -

30 Jumes C.Fernald,l.H.D. K6 E S ; .
Pe H2e : ;
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It takes study snd practice, however,to detormine when
and how to use theme fut before illustr&tions can be used,
they must first be found. VWhere, then; nuy good illustrutioms
be found? This question is unswered in part three of this

Paper,under the heading, the source of illuztrationse
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The Sourcea of Illustrations

“here may good illustrations be founs? There are a num-
of sources, which provide the preacher with excellent
illustrationse He must know of these eources, not in a gener-
sl but in a specific waye He too will claesify hie illustra-
tions, gleaned from the various sources, according to impor=-
tance, and fitnees for desirable practical purpocess

The foremost gource of illustrations ie the Holy Bible.
Illustretions taken from the Bible are the best illustrations,
for their author is the ilioly Ghost. To‘illustrnte with
biblical ifllustrations is to illustrate, "rot in words
which men's wisdom teacheth but which the Holy Ghost teacheth".l
- Biblicel illuetrations are rellsble and truetworthy, for
they are the #ord of God, "which cumnot be broken",2 and
"which liveth and sbideth forever".3 Furthermore..biblicnl
illustrations are colorful and striking. They are more than
"windowe" end"lights" to a sermon. They are”searchlights” for
they penetrate the darkneus Lf unbelief. #hen Yeszus related the
"Fgrable of the Wicked Husbanaman",4 the chief pricsts and

pharisees "perceived that He spake of them".H Eut, "how can

L4

l. 1 Cor.2:13; 2, St.John 10:35; 3. 1 Petor 1: 25
4. Ste.lgtthew .21:33-46; 5 Ibid. 21:45e




these things be".6 Lt ie becuuse "the word of God is quick
and.powerful snd sharper than a twoedged sword, piercing
tven to the dividing asunder of ssul und spirit, end of joints
and marrow, and ils a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart".7 '
4lthough, the Bible is the best source of illustrations,
they will not be available to the preacher, unless he searches
the Bible for them. The diwine injunction, "search the Sorib-
tures"6 tukes in a study of the smored text sleo for illus=-
trations. To make such a search requires an analyeis of
every book of the #ible, Vld and lew Testament. lot all books
of the Yible are rich in illustrative material to the same
degrees 4 goumparison of the books of Law and History of the
U.Te with the books of Yoetry and Xrophecy of the 0.T. shows
the lutter group excells the former in these things. The
books of Yoetry and frophecy are replete with picturesque
words, &imiles and metaphorse HNevertheless, the Saviour illus=-
trates die crucifixion to ficodemus by the historical event,
that "as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness ewen
80 must the Son of man be 1ifted up".9 Un another occasion,
the Lord Jesus illustrates the world conditions, ot nis second
coming by the remark that they would be as they were "in

the days of fice".10 Theee exumples taken from the books of

6+ St. John 3:9; 7 nebrews 4:12; 8. St. John 5:39;
9, Ste Jolm 3:14; 10 St- ke 17:26e




Law show that theze books also provide fine {lluetrative
materiele But, what has the Hew Testument to offer in re-
gard to illustrations? |
like the V1d Testament, the Hew Testament has ite divi-
glon of bookse They are the Eiographle:l Books, tﬁe Fauline
Epistiles, the Wencral Lpistlee, and the.frophctlcal Eook. It
is dertain that the Biographical Booke¢ have the most illus-
trative materisl, for they contain the Yarablcs of Jesus.
*he other booke do not come far behind for illustrative ma-
terial,for they are well etocked with pleturesque words,
gimiles &nd metaphors. Lt must also be noted that the New
Tectament surpasses the Vid Teetament in Farables which sug-
gests their value for iiluétrutivs purpoees, considering the
fuct, that they are in themselves highly illustrative.
Later on, in this paper samples qg illustrations gleaned from
both Testaments will be licted. ' j
su0ther source of illustrations is hymnology- There are

thoussnds of christisn hymns. Everﬁ hymn hee a sgtory connected
with it. Foi exumple; the etory ussociuted with the beantiful
hymn, "Just us L en", by Charlotte Llliot is:

Though a4 daughter of the Church, brought up

in a pious home, 1t scems that Hirs £lliot

had never found true peace with Yod. Like

so0-many other seeking souls in &1l ages,

she felt that men muet do something theme-

selves to win salvation, instead of coming

to Chriet as helpless simmers and finding
complete redemption in Bim-

When.Yrs Cgesar liplun,the noted Swlss preacher
of Geneva, cume to vislt the Elljiot home

in Srighton, England, in 1lE£2, he soon
discovered the cause of hcr epirituul per-
Plexity, und became a real evangeclical guide




and counscllor. "You huve nothing of

merit to bring to wod", he told her

"You must come just us you are, a sin-

ner, to the Lamb of wod that taketh

uway the sin of the world".ll

Yther hymne have theire. These stories deal with
all phases of Uhristian experience, of joy, eadnese, faith,
temptation surrender to Uhrist, u#nd combat with the devil.
EVfrF story may be used as an illustration and in a very
delightful waye Lt depends what the preacher wishes to illus-
trate- Lf he would illustrate the truth, "the blood of Jde=-
tus “hrist ois Son cleanseth us from all €in",12 he may
quote the hymn verse:

Jeceus, Thy blood und rig*teousness

1y veeuty are, my glorious dress;

fijdet flaming worlds, in these arrayed,

“ith joy shall L 1ift up my head-13

Bow Leautiful?l
The pastor's personsl experience.with people and his

knowledge of them is snother source of illustrations. His
daily contaet with pcople of ull types and classes gives
him ocecaeion to study human nature in its unconverted and
regenerated stutee 4f, he is & etudent of human nature and
4 Keen obeserver he will study the pa;uonallty and charsacter

oX every person :ith whom he dealse fe will note that the

1l: Ernest &dwin ftyden, Ihg__jg_x_g*__n;_gx;ng,pp.276-277i
1Z. 1 Yohn 1:7;
13- udwig von 4inzendarf, ir.,John ﬁealey _hg__n;hgznn

Hoal , _n&un.._hx_lmﬁ_nnd__ish.tmanm.:i?l Vels




Gonduct of the aunconverted will be different than that of a

Christian. "Felix trembled"”, when Yaul spoke to him of'"righ=
teousness, tcmperunce and judgment to come",l4 but the’man
of Lthiopis",15 after his contact with Befgr "went on his
way rejoicing"l16.

~ut the pastor does not deal with non-Christians only,
but ministers to Christians aleoe Agoordingly,.he has the
behaviour of his parishioner frequently under observation,
not in the spirit of the FeB.Il., but in the spirit of the
pastorul heuarte lThercfore, he studies hie member, as he be=-
huves at church, in his home, on ocousions of joy, such as
& weading, a baptism, & family reunion, in time of sorrow,
the death of a loved one, in the hour of misfortune, in his
ucsoelation with hils fellowmen, who may be those of "the
household of fuith",d7 or those not of "the body of Christ".18
Care) however, should be excrolsed thut illustrations taken
from the field of pastoral experience do not divulge the
occasion, when they occurred or the person or persons con=
cerneds Such u mistake would defeut the purpose of the
illustration.

Curren cvents serve as fine illustrutions. They made se-
lected from the medical, industrial, musical,agricultural,
énd financial world, and whatcoever has to do with daily life.
4leo, in this connection,the biographies of great men should

be forgotten. <he stories of their lives relate outstunding

14 scts 24:26; 16. Aots 8:L7; 16+ ibid. 8:39;

. 17° CGulatiuns 6:10; 18. 1 Cor. 12:27



achlevements and dismal dieuppoinimentﬂ. heights of Jjoy and
depths of sorrow, perserverances and ssorifices, blessings
and tribulations, 10yu1£1es and disloyalties; strength and
weuknese of churactere To select! iliuatrations from this
gource requires the pastor to be acguainted with the times
in which he lives, and at the same time %o be an extensive
readere

Huture is another source of illustrations. Plant and
animel 1life furnich meny of theme The Suviour presented His
teachings by Llluctrations about such things us the lilies
of the field, the fowls of the air, the lightning, the 1kght,
the salt, the leuven, the bread, the water, the fig tree, the
8011, the vine,. the branches, 'the fox, the wolves, the vipers,
Eho hen and chickens, und the likee

Biggory isthe 7inal source of illﬁstrution& to be con=-
slderede It is of two xinds. They are church and seculars
Church Listory,especiully ‘that portion of it written by the
"holy wen of wod,ns they were moved by the Holy Ghost" 18-
ercells <egular iistory , as a source of illustrationse
Church 4istory is the record.of the Church's marehhthru the
sges, from gencration to generation- It is khe story of its
origin, its promotion, its depression, its triumphs over
8in and wickedness, lts blessedneas, it heroes, iys in-
fluence for good,its certainity of existence to the end of

time-.

19, £ Peter 1:21,.
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Pimilurly,Sggular History ls the "gpecord of past
cvenis especiclly of those in which mun hus taken purt";zo
It concerns the nutions of the world, us to tieir origin,as
to iheir governments, us to their contributions to the world,
88 to thelr wars, us to their loyalty or disloyalty to God,
8 to their decline, full and disintegration.

411 these phases of Vhurch and c“ecular History furnish
illustrations for sermons. It depends upon that which,the
Preucher desires to illuotratee If, he speuks about the
horror of persecution of the Church let him illustrate it by
cases of persecutione If, he preuches of the steadifastness
and loyalty of singere Christiuns to God and the Scriptures,
let him iliustrate these principles out of the lives of
‘eul, hpgs, iWickcliffe, “uther, walther und other Christians
Kown to possess these aqualitiese. » gsimilar procedure is
followed us to the choice of illustrations selected from
“ceular distorye Cure, however, should be exercised in the
choice of illustrations from these sources as to their
uthenticity, as to the time and pluce of their occurrence,
and us to the people involvede

dow Lf, these sources of illustrations are kept in mind,
there should be no dearth or difficulty in the acquirement
of ample supply of iheme Thé great abundunce of them ought

to incite a desire to use them frequently and judiciouslye.

20. ¥rank He Vizetelly, Litt-D., LL.D. op.aite, p-383.
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“imilarly,Sggquiar History ls the "pecord of past
€vents especiclly of those in which mun hus taken purt“;zo
It aconcerns the nutions of the world, us to tieir origin,as
Yo iheir governments, us to thelr contributions to the world,

48 to their wars, us to their loyalty or disloyalty to God,

‘88 to their decline, full and disintegrations

411 these phases of Church and ceculur History furnish
iilustrations for sermonse Lt depends upon that which, the
Preucher desires to illuetratee If, he spouks about the
horror of persecution of the Church let him illustrate it by
cases of persecutione If, he preuaches of the steadfastness
and loyulty of sindere Christiuns to God and the Scriptures,
let hlum iliustrate these principles out of the lives of
faul, Huss, wWickeliffe, Luther, walther und other Christians
Known to poesees these aqualities. =+ similar procedure is
followed us to the cholce of illustrations selected from
“ecular dlstorye Cure, however, should be exercised in the
choice of illustrations from these sources as to their
authenticity, as to the time and place of their occurrence,
and a8 to the people involvede

Yow if, these sources of illustrations are kept in mind,
there should be no dearth or difficulty in the acquirement
of ample supply of iheme The great abundunce of them ought

to incite & desire to use them frequently and judiciously.

20, frank H. Vizetelly, LitteD., LL.D. op.cite, p.383.
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The Euployers of Lllustrations ;
Samples of thz?g illustrations
“he employers of lllustrations: liho are they? iAs far
thiﬁlpuper ie concerned, they are the pre:chers of the Yord
of Yode A simple classification of them would be: The Master
~reacher, the divinely inspired preachers, and those not
divinely inspirede
the ligster reacher of the ¥ord is the Lord Jesus
Christ, "thc Teacher come from Yod",1 #ho has "in all things
the pre-eminence"2 and "in Whom are hid all the troasures of
witcdom and knowledge".3 Lhe divinely inspired preachers of
the ford are the prophets, apostles and evangelists, "the
holy men of Yod who spake as they were moved by the Holy
Yhoet".4 Those not divinely inepired are all other Vhrietian
preachers, whose hearts are "sanctif}ed by the Word of Uod
and prayer",5 and who have the divinely prescribed qualifi=-
cation,"apt to tesch",6 that they "nay he able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and convince the gainsayer'.?

Some esamples of the illustrations of thcse precechers

1now followe

1- John 3:2; 2. Uolossisns 1:18; B- Colossians 2:3;
4. 2 Yeter 1:21; 5 1 Tim. 4:5; 6+ 1 Tim. 3:2; 7. Titus 1:9.




ficturesque Words, employed by Vhrist according to

the "OBpelaa

gt thew
“atthew

Bgtthew

digzithew
“aithew
Larik
dark

digrk
duke

John
John

John
John
John
John
Yohn

John
John

c b
e BN
o
(o) W]

7:38

16:1
16:2
£1:156
£2L+16

“imiles employed by

gt thew
dgtthew

watthew
i"fal:‘l;hew

dgre
“uke
Luke
~nke
-uke

10:16
11:16

13:31

Fichers of men

#dehold the fowls of the alr:

for they gow not, neither

do they reap, nor aathsz:

into barns.

4nd why beholdest thou the

mote that is in thy brother's
cye but conslderest not the

beam that ie in thine own eye-

vo rather to the loet theep
of +sruecl.

_Inalnmnina_gnat and _ﬂnlﬁnw

a ouniele

ae surnzned them Soanerges,

which is,the sons of thinder.
1t is eaeier Yor a camel to

gn_thznwxhe oye. of"n needle
nhich devour widows'housess
The gtones would immediately

Cephag, a_stone. '
Destroy this tcmple and in
three days I will balld it up-

Ho was a hnzuinbﬂuna_hhinins

ligtte

-ut for the mumgh..mmm.th
anto cverluasting life.

Ont of his helly shall flow
Ii!ﬁ!ﬂ-ﬂf-anlﬂ&-Hﬂ&&I‘

L g;m the true vine-

bvcry branah that beareth-
__m..d....m;c._lhmhe.-

feed ny sheepe

Christ asccording to the Gospels

Wise af _serpents. harmlese gg do@ese
«sike unto children sitting in

Lhe narket place-
The iingdon of God ie like

$o uogiain of muutard scede

Ag g ghepherd divideth his gheep
from the goatse.

Are ye come out as sguinet a thééf.

éﬁ..lzmhl snong wolves.
full from heavene.

g.n.hgn doth gather her brood.
That I am not us other men are.
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ke 21:356 Fof a8 a8 tuare shall it
gome on &ll theme
John 9:9 He ie like hime

detaphors employed by Chriet sccording to the Gospels.

gtthew  5:13 Ye gre the gslt of the earth.

dgtthew £:14 e are the light of the worlad.

“atthew 7:156 inwardiy they are ravening
wolves-.

wgtthew 16:18 Upon this xock,l will build
my church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail
sgalnst it-

wgtthew 16:19 I will give thee the keya
of the kingdom of heaven.

“agtthew 23:33 Ye ﬁgxnnnia ye gencration of
dpke 724 vhat went ye out to nee?
4 reced shaken in the wind.
ke 11:562 Taken away the key of know-
ledge-
“uke 13:32 Go ye and tell that fox.
John 6:38 The bread of God is de
which c¢ometh down from heavene
John 6:36 I am the hresd of life-
John 8:12 L am the light of the world.
John 10:7 I am the door of the sheep-
John 10:14 I am the good ﬁhanhﬁxd
John 15:1 I am the true xine.
John 156:6 1l am the yine and ye are the

branches-
“arables employed by Christ sccording to the Gospels.
ihe Suvisur used many parsbles in His preaching and
teaching. ilis use of the parables was 80 extensive,that
4atthew makes the comment, "without a parable spake He not
unto them".8 It is, however, not necessary to enumerate all
4is parsblese To list several, pointing out the point of

comparison is sufficiente The illustrative material employed

8e ST.ligtthew 1% 340




by the Lord makes the point of comparison stand oute Which

0f the parsbles is most important or the most outstanding
18 2 matter of cholices The parables celected for this paper
are the following-

The Great Supper, Luke 14:16-24« This paruble presents
the truth, as the man prepared the banquet at no cost to the
invited, so the heavenly Father prepared the saving gospel
for einners, "without money and without price".9 is the
host of the banquet asks the guests to come, to eat, and
o be filled, so the Lord invites sinners to believe the
Yospel und be saveds

The “arable of the Ten Virgins, Matthew 26:1-13. As
the foolish virgins could not borrow oil from the wise vir=
8ins to fill their hamps, so the unbeliever cannot be
"eaved by another's faith"-10 "Everyone must believe for
himself":11 Faith is non-transferablee

The Parable of the Yood Semaritun, Luke 10:25-37.
Yecause the lawyer, ihe prieut.and the uevite 1nokqd brother=-
ly love,the fuiled to observe the law, " the foyal Law",12
therefore tiey were not in, but far from the kingdom of Gode

The “arable of the Yrodigsl Son, Luke 15:11-24. &5 a
father forgives a wayward son, so the heavenly Father for=-

gilvis every penitent sinners

9. Isaiah bb:1;
10, Dpesgrtin uathcr, ___hnz1__xnnliilnn“niL_nmll__n&ﬂchiﬂm
‘Pe 7.
11, Ipige-
12 SteYames 2: 8-
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The ¥urable of the Unmerciful Servant, HMatthew 18:23-36.
In this parable,the Suviour gives the pabnt of comparison by
the vords, "o thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that
debt because thou derircdest me- Shouldest not thou also have
had compastlion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on
theee o likewive shall my hecavenly Father co also unto you,
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother
thelr trepasscs".13
“ictureeque words employed by several of the propkets,
loses, Yeremiah, Daniel, und Ezekiel.
Yeneels 437 Sin lieth at thy door.
Uenesis 5:84 Enoch whlked with God.
vYenesis 19:24 The Lord rained upon Sodom

and Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the Lord out of

: heavene- .

Lxodus 10:2 Dariness,which may be felt.
Yeute 28129 Thou chalt grope at noonday-
lepish  24:4 The carth pourneth and fadeth

the world languishefk and
fadeth awaye -
Isaian 24:20 The earth shsll rcel to and
: fro 1like a drunkard-
Jere 5:8 Everyone d after his
neighbour & vilfes
Thou wast not gaglted.

Lzekiel 16:4
36%26 I will take away the gtony
3

Lzekiel
hearte.

They that be wise thall ghine
ag the brightness of the
firmamente.

Yaniel 1

®imiles velected from the Book of Fealms and of

Yroverbgs

£gsalm 102:6 I um like a pelican,like an
awl,as a Sparrowe ,

Ysalm  109:23 I um gone like a shadow, I am
tossed up and <down as-the loauste.

13e ST.ligtthew 18:32-33,3be




fualm  114:6 1¢ mountains,that skipped
like rams,sand ye little

$ hills like lambs-

rsalm 124:6 Slessed be the Lord,sho
hath not given us nﬂ_nxay
to their teethe

Pgalm  186:2 4p_the mountsning are around
about Yerusalem, 2o the Lord
ie round about his pcople-

Ysalm l44:12 tYhat our sons may be full
a8 plants grown in their
youth: that our daughters
may be g8 corner stones,
pdlished aftcr the simili-

- tude of the palace-

Provirbs 5:19 Lgt her be an_&hn_lnzinc

froverbs 7:22 As an ox goeth to tho
slaughter,or us the fool
to the correction of the

J etockse

froverbs 10:26 4g vinegar to the teeth,
and uas_smoke to the eyes.
80 is the sluggard to Lhem

that sent hime.
Lroverbs 26511 A word fitly spoken is,Lan
npples in pxctunes of silver.

and an.nxnam&n&_gi_zins_anﬁn

80 is a wiee reprover-upon
an obedient eare

Yroverbs £5:18

fletaphors chosen from Ysalms,fcoleSiastes,lsaibh,
and s#mose

+'salm 28:12 lgny bukls have compassed
me:strong bulls of Bashan
have heset mee-

Fealm 9l1:2 ne is my refuge asnd my gnxngna

Loge 12:6 Ur ever the nllzg:_ng:n be
loosed,or ithe 3
be broken at the fountnln,
or the wheel broken at the
ciutern.

lsaiah 7:18 The bee that is in the luand
of Agsyriae.

Isaiah 4539 Yhell the glay say to him
; fashlioneth :ite
dmes 4:1 Hear this ward,ye xj.m. of

Bashane




ficturcsque words employed by the spostlese

40ts
Romans
Somans

1Cor.
Gule

Ggle
Uule
Eal-
Zph.
Ephe
Cole
Cole

20: 28
7:4

12:1

oW

we

3:1
4:19
5:15
6:15
6:16
2j2

436

L.Zinothy 4:2

James
Aeye

1: 26
Z2+13

Oimiles cuployed oy

“omans
1l.Ypore.
i, Thesse
1l Lhesse
l.thesge
£hile

1l feter
1l recter

13:13

13:1
5:2
2:7
5:3
3:21

2:6
4:16

fievclationd: 7

To feed the church of God.
That ye should be married to
anolher, even to Him Who is
raiced from the deade

That ye prcsent your bodies

a living sacrifice.
g have planted,ipollos watered.
Jumes, Yephas and John who
scemed to be p.llarge
0 foolish Galatians who huth
bewitohed youe
dy little childrcn of whom I
travail in birth.
If yc hite and devour one anpthere
and your fect ghod with the
preparation of the Gospel of
gcaoe-

Shall be able to quench .all
fiery darts of Satans:
Thelr hearts bcing comforted,
being knit togcther in love.
Let your speech be alway with
grace,ﬁgnﬁgngi with salte
onscience §gn;gi with a hot
irone
and hziﬁl;lh not his tongue-
I am Alpha und

the uspoitlese

uet us walk honsetly as in the
thﬂ d"x-

I am become

and jinkllns“nxmhal- )

the uord cometh ag s thief in
the nighte

LZven a8 4 nurse cherisheth her
childrens ‘

Vegtruction cometh upon them
a8 travail a woman with childe.
That it may be fashioned like
nntn ﬂ’g i"g:lgnﬁ hﬂdx‘

ie also,.a8 llvely siones.

uet none ol you suffer ag s
ihief, or uas an evil doer,

or in other
mens business- .
And the firet beust was like

a lion, and the second bheast
lixe a calf, and the third




Rav )

12:6

beast had the face a8 g man
and the fourth beast was
like a flying eagle-

4nd 1 heard as it were the
voice of a great multitude,
€

yen a8 the voice of many
waters,and g8 -the voime of
wﬂum- :

ligtaphors employed by the Apuctlese

acts
1 Cor.

1 Core

2,Cor.
7 .Lapho

.]“.apho

Cole
1 Thesse

1 Thesse

1l Yeter

2 feter

Jude

Alays

laye

£3:3

Qo O

ot o b
OHFRE NP o
TS

2:2
2:17

12

22:14
£2:156

God ghull smite thee,thou
'} 1.
4 little leuven leaveneth
the whole lumpe
That rock was Lhrist
Yo are our gnistle written
in our heartse
Lver wind of doctrines
Put on the whole armor of Gode.
and merciess
e are the ghildren of light,
the children of the. day, we

are not of tha_nighi nor of

darinesse
Putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and for a
helmet,the hope of salvatione
Desire the sincere m;lk of the
worde
They are wells wlthout water,
alouds that are carried with
the tempest.

ese are spots in your feasts
of charity,when they feast with
you,feeding themselves with
fear: glouds they are without
water,carried about of the
wind: trees, whose fruit
withereth,without fruit,twice
dead,plucked up oy the roots:
raging uavea of the seas,
foaming out théir shame:
wandering stars,to whom is
reserved the blacknese of dark-
ness,
That they may have the right to
the Lree of lifee
Without are dogse
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Other types of illustrations employed by Paul
and Zetere

The 2arabvle of the Olive Tree, Romans 11:17-32.

This parable presents "the goodness and severity
of Wod".14 It shows that God extends Hig mercy to Jew and
Yentile: It teaches the truth,"that God hath concluded all
in unbelief that le might have merey upon all".l1lb

“uoting feathen fYoetrye

Titus 1:12 One of themselves oven a
prophet of their own said,
the Cretians are alway
liars,evil beasts and slow
bellies'.

Illustrating by way of comparlson.

1 Cors 12:12-27 For as the body is one and
hath many members, sand all
the members of that one
body, being many are one
body:so also is Uhrists--

- How ye are the body of
Christ,and members in parté-
cnlar. :

Lilustrating from the athletic gumose

1 Cor. 9:24-27 Lnow ye not that_ they which
run in a race---I myself
should be a castaway-

I1lustrating by quoting a proverbe

2 Feter 2:22 Byt is happened to them
according to the true pro=-
verb, 'The dog is turned to
his owvn vomit sgainiand the
sow that was washed to her
wallowing -

l4e Somans 12:22;
15+ ibide. 12:32e




Besldee,uelect;ng exanples of illusirations recorded
in the Holy bivle, a number of illustrations of other
preschers of the Word have also been selected. Accordingly,
iiluetrations employed by Chrysostom, Luther, Spurgeon,
Houaren, walther, Moody, Maier, und Fosdiok have been
chosen from their cermons and writingse Their illustrations
now appear in the order their names have been mentionede

Lllustrations emplyed by Chrysostome

ag sgparks falling upon reeds sand hay,chunges
into ite own nature the things eo kindled; so
also did this man seiting upon all mske things
change over into the truth: like winter torrent,
Ewecping over all things and overturning every
obetacle-And like eome champion who wrestles,
runs,snd boxes too;or some soldier cngaged by
turns in stroming,4 fighting on foot,on ship=
board; =o did he try by turns every form of
fight and brecuthed out fire,und:was un- '
apnraachsble by all;with hig single body tak=-
ing nosscesion of the world, with his single
tongue putting ell to flighte Not with ocuch
force Gid thosc¢ many trumpets fall upon the
stones of Yericho,and throw them dowvm, as did
the sound of this man s voice both dash to .
earth the . tronghold oi the devil and bring
over to himself those that were against hime.
and when he had collected & multitude of cap-
tives,having armed them,he made them his own
army,and by their means congquered- Wonderful
was Yavid,who lald Goliath low with a singhks
stone; but if thou wilt examine Psul's achieve=-
ment,that is child exploit, and great as is the
difference between a shepherd and a genersl,so
great the diffecfence thou shaelt find here.tor
thie man brought down no Goliath by the hurl-
ing of a stone, but by epeaking only he scat=-
tered the whole array of the devil; as a roar=
ing loin and darting out flume from his tongue
eo woe he found by all irresistible: and bounded
everywhere by turns continually: he ran to these,
he came to those, he turned about to these, he
boundecd to others, swifter in attack than the
wind; governing the whole world, as though a
‘8ingle house or a single ship; rescuing the




8inking, steadying the dizzied, cheering the sailors,
8litting at the tiller, kecping uan cye to the prow,
tightening the yards, handling aa oar, pulling
at the mast,watching the eky; being all things
in himself, both sailor and pilot, and pilot's
mate,and sail and ship; and suffering all things
in order to relieve the evil of others. For con-
£ider; he endured shipwreck, that he might stay
the ship wreok of the world: "a day and a night
in the deep”, that he might draw it up from the
deep of error; he was " in weariness", that he
might refresh the weary; he endured smiting that
he might hcal those that had bien smitten of the
aevil: he paesed his time in prison that he might
lcad forth to light those that were sitting in
prison and in dsrkness; he was "in deaths oft",
that he might deliver from grievous de:aths;

five times he received forty stripes cave one”,
that he might free those that inflicted them from
the scourge of the devil; he was "beaten with
roas" that he might bring them under "the rod
and staff" of Christ;(psalm 23:4) he was "stoned"
that he might deliver them from -the senseless
stones; he was "In the wildcrness",that he might
tuke them out of the wilderness; "in journeying"
to stay iheir wanderings and open the way that
lesdeth to heaven; he was "in perils of the
Sea , that he might show the city which ie above;

in hunger and thirst" to deliver from a more
grievous hunger; "in nakedness" to clothe: their
unseemlinese with the robe of Christ;set upon by
the mob to extricate them from the besctment of
fiends; he burnt that he might quench the fiery
darts of the devil; "thru a windew was let down
from a wall" to send up from belcw those that
lay prostrste upon the gwounde 16

_#and accordingly, there are many images where-
by Be brings us_into union. Thue if you mark it,
He is the "the Heud", we are the "body"; can
there be any empty interval between the:-head and
the body? He it the I' foundation",we a "building";

¢ is a "Vine" we"branches"; He 4is Shepherd" we
the "sheep"; He is the"Way" we,"they that walk
therein"e 17 :

. 16 Chrysostom, £hilipp Schaff,D.D. LL,D., Hicene sand
Ltopt-li ry ,domilies on the Eniutlee of Paul to the

Corinthians, VoleXIl ppe396=3970
17« Ibide p.a7e -
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lllustrations employed by Luthers

We must not view the rich man according to his
outward conduct; for he is in sheep clothing.
Lie life glitters and shines beautifully,while
he tactfully conceals the wolf.1l8

for, If + cannot trust 8im to sustuin my hody,
much less can 4 trust Uim to tustain my sounl
forever. for example, if I cannot trust a person
that he will give me a dollar,how can i trust
him that he will give me ten? If 1l cannot expect
from a person that he would give me a piece of
bread; much less could 4 have any hope that he
would give me a house und yard and the whole
wouldel9

+his, howcver, the Lord commends,namely,that he
did not forget himself,praising nought but his
cunning and shrewdnosse Just as when a flirt?
draws the whole world after her and L say: she
is a clever flirt,she knows her business. The
“Yord further concludes that just us the steward
ie wise and shrewd in his transactions so chould
we also be wise in obtaining eternal life-20

illustrations employed by Spurgeon-

llyve you ever heard that pretty fable told by
the rersian Saadi moralist? He took up in his
Hgnd a piece of ecented clay and said to 1it,
Vh clay,'rhence hast thou thy perfume"; And
the clay said, "! was once a piece of common
clay,but they put me for a time in company
with &« roese,and L drank in its fragrance, and
hsve now become scented clay"e Belicver,thou
too art nothing wut a piece of common clay,
but if thou liest with the Mose of Sharon,if
thou haet Jesus in thy company thou wilt be
a pice of scented clay and where thou goest,
thou wilt smell of #im., 21

But slthough the smiting was a sinful act, the
water came forth to show by persgecution the church
has been made a blessing to' the world. ZThe

funeral plles of Smithfield huve scattered sparks
over this land,which have 1lit up a thousand :
firese The smiting of Yod's gospel rock the

18+ ligrtin Luther,frofe J.N. Lenker,V.D. Luther's Works,
V‘Ol;%z'po 18 19. 4bid.ope gite,pe204. Z20- Ibid. opn.cita,
Pe V40 g .

2l.C.H. Spurgeon, Spusgeon Memorial Library,pps241-342,vol.2e




40

church has scattered darops of precious water
to lunds where else it would never have flowed.
1t has been by perceaution that the seeds of
life huve been scattered like the seeds which
arc blown about by the winds ‘rom nlants which
elee might have died childlees- Persecution
tukes up the vorde of Yod'e children,and
scatters them abroad, everywhcres lever was
there a more significant aet performed than
when the aches of VWickcliffe were dug up and
cast into the river,from whence they were
carried tc the sea, and then to the shores of
every loande S0 it is with Christ now mystically;
g must be scattered abroad,liis aches muet be
cast to the winds of heuvan.that fle may give
life tc distant nations,and that men may hear
the truthez2

1 was lookinb the other day at s glass be&-hive
and it was esingular to observe the motions of
the little creatures inside. Well, now,this
world it nothing but a huge bee-hivesGood looke
down you,and Ze eees you alle You go into your
little celle in the strects of this huge city;
Jou go to your business, your pleasures, your
devotions, snd your sins; but remember,wherever
Jou go, you are like the bees under a great
blass shade, you can never get away from God's
obeservatione23

‘llustrations employed by flemander HMaclarene

Ljke Jonah's gourd,the smallest secd of hate
needs but an hour or two of fuvcring weather

to become a great tree,with all obscecne and
blood secking birds coroeking in its branches.24

“ike intertwining snakes, the loathy hecads.are
separate; but the slimy convulsiona are twisted
indistinguishably together,and all unbelief has
in it the nature of unbellefoaﬁ

Separation ies withering. Did you.ever sec a
hawthorne bough that the children bring home
from the woods,and stick in the grate; how in a

£2e Charless Eaddon Spurgeon,op.cite vol.2,pp.323-324;
23+ Ibidevol.2,p.392.
~4e Alcxander ﬁacluren VeDe LitteD. &xgngijinn_nt_ggly
Soriptura,Sens Exe,leve and Nunbers,B00k of Uonosis,ps242e
25. nlexander lgelaren, Vel nltt-D- _xJnLiIinn_ni__nlx
Steldnrkpel7e




day or two the little fresh green leaves all
shrivel up and the white blossoms become brown
auna smell foul, and the only thing to be done
with 1tlis fling it into the flre and gct riad
of 1t? '4nd so' says Jesus Christ,’ as long

a& u man holdes on to #e and the sap comes into
him,he will flourish,and as soon as the con-
nection is brozen, ull that was so falr will
begin to shrivel, and all that was green will
grow brown and tarn to dust, und all that was
blossom will droop, and there will bs no more
frult any more forever'.26

+llustrations employed by ¥althere

“ng lehrt hier der Herr? Er lehrt, ein jeder
falscher frophet, das hcisst, ein jeder fal-
scher Lehrer, der Vottes Wort verfaelescht, sei
ein fauler Baum, eine Vistel, ein Vornetrauche.
“le uun der Yornstrauch keine Trauben, eine
Vistel keine reigen, ein fauler Baum nict gute,
sondern arge Lruechté trage, wenn der fauler
Baum seucerlich auch nock so schoen and schlank
gewaschcn sei, so sel auch die frucht oder die
Wirkspmkelt eines falschen lLehrers immer eine
boete, schaedliche und verderbliche, wenn der-
£elbe auch acuscrlich einen noch so guten Schein
habee Ja, Christus sagt noch mehr,er erklaert
sogar alle Falschen Yropheten,trotz der Schafs=
kleider, die sie. tragen, fuer reszende tioelfe,
dat heiezt, fuer Lecute, die, wie die VWoelfe

den Leib, so0 die Secle gerreiszen und morden.27

“ohl une, meine Theuren, in den letztverwichenen
wochen haben wir dies auch zu unserer groszen
Freude und zu unserem groszen Xrost selbst er=
fahren an den licben Pruedcern und Schwestern,
die der Tod aus unsercr Hitte gerissen hate
~ind etwa ohne Yroet und Hoffuung gewesen?
“ind sie in stummer oder lauter Verzweiflung
dahingefshren? Huben £ie in ihren Todesnoethen
entweder iIn stumpfer Wlcichgueltigkelt oder

in knechtischer furcht, Angst und “weifel da-
gelegen? VU nein: Ewig unvergeszlich wird es
mir sein under bleiben: fust alle ohne aus-
nahme, e€elbst schwache Frauen und =<inder eind
wie siegende Helden gestorben;fast alle ohne

26+ alexsnder Maclaren,V.Ds Litt-D. Ex.ouitionsof the
of Hgly Sorpj ,Stedohn AV-XXI p.16:

JS-2aripture L
27+ Dy.C.F.d.ly) ther,Licht des uebens,p.480-




suenahme sind dem Yod und der Ewigkeit wie
einer ewigen “ochzeit entgegengegangen,odsr
ihr Yderz war doch so voll himmli&cher éoff-
nang, voll seliger fuhe und voll von der Ue=
wiszhelt: wir gehen zu unserem von Christo
versoehnten Vater in den Himmel 28

Wie is nacmlich zur Zeit der Suendfluth eine
rcttvnde arche gab, wie Lot bel dem Untergung
Yodome und uror'-orral ein stilles =oar fuand,und
die Lhristen bei der “erstoerung Jerusalems
einen berg der <uflucht und ein Yella der
“icherheit fuuden, so Lhaben auch wir noch jetzt
c¢ine elichere Ereibtaette. in die wir fliehen
und so uallcm Verderben entflichen koennen.
Yiese unsere jetzige srche, dileses unser Zoar,
unser Serg und unser Fella ist Jesus Christus
und ceine Lircheer Vier dahin flieht,ist vere
borgene 29

lllustrations employcd by Zoodye

A man hss been in the hubit of stealing money
fronm hie cmployere Suppose he hus taken $1000
in twelve months; chould we tell him to take
w000 the nex} year, and lese the next year,
ant the next, until in five years the sum
taken would be only #¥560Y That wuld be upon
the same principle as gradual conversione 30

Lf i1g guve nc Bls Son,will He not give us the
certainity that He le ourse I have heard this
illustration. There was a man who owedvl0,000,
and would huave been bankrupt, but a friend
.@me forward snd pald the sum. it was found
afterwerd thot he owed u few dollars more; but
he did not for a moment entertain a doubt that
as his fricnd hud paid tke larger amount,he
would also pay Lhe smaller. .ind we have the
high warrant for saying that if Yod has given
us #ig Son fe¢ will with #im Ifreely give us

all ithings;and if we realize¢ our salvation
beyond controversy ﬂe will not leave us in
darkness- 3l

There 18 one nail, fastened in a sure place;
aud on it hang all the flusons and all the
cups*"Oh" says one little cup,”l am s0 small

. 28¢ Vpe C. F'\--I‘lalther,gn egitep4B4; .

&Y e _hm-pp.ubz-ﬁﬁﬁ'

30e Uedeligody,Lhe tiny to nn and low Ln ind I ,pebb;
31 Xpideop.cit.p.93e




end €0 black, cupnote 4 were to drop”s "On",
gays a flagon, "there is mo fear of you; but

i am £0 heavy,80 vcry weighty,suppoee 4 were
to drop *4nd-a little cup says, Oh,if l.were
only like the gold cup there,l should never
fear fulling"e But the gold cup unswers,"It

i1s not becnuse L sm u gold cup that L keep up;
bzt because L hang upon the naile If the nail
gives way we ull come down,gold <cups,china
cunps,pewter cuns,and all; but as long as the
nail keeps up,all thut hang on #im hang safely.32

lllustrations employed by HMalers

‘the Bible must come from heaven because only

a divine voliume couald viotoriously conquer the
ﬁnpnralleled.vicious opposition it hus suffered.
“Yoples of Lt have been burned,thrown down into
the ocean,ground to pieces:yet: the Bible is

gold in greater numbers to-day than any other
book; tranclated into thousand different languages
and widely distributed over the fuce of the
earthe Sob lngersol once stauted in Venver that
within fi1fty vears the 3ible would not have
Rifty helicvers left in the citye & half century
has elapred. “ast week 4 wired the secretary of
the 4perican 3ible Soclety in Usnver to see
whether ingcrsol was right that the Scrinture
was an unknown bhook in that metropolis of the
“{ockies- 8¢ replied that in the last year almest
38,000 Yibles und Yestament parts had been dise
tributed in thies c¢ity,one for every ten Venver
citizense Zcecent newspuper reports tell us that
in ¥agcist Spaln a shipment of 110,000 Bibles
has been confiscated by “eneral rranco 8 total-
itarian government und that they have been
ground to pulpe Hut Yod's Word cunnot be de=
stroyed in thls way, nor by persecution and in-
prisonment of its readerse Une nation rejeots
it,only %o have another uccept ite from ware-
torn VYhins come unprecedented demends for foly
Write38

let & ftragedy =till more grievous than eguch

refusal to exalt Jesus is the unwillingnees to
accept nim, though the Spirit of vod testifies
that Be is the atonement and redemption of our
soulse Hodern VYhinese history knows two men who

98 Veliddigody,op. cite ,pel00;
U

33e Wehellgier LheD. y 2P 97
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illustrate this truthe Both were well educatede
Hoth hud become int:rested in LChristianity.

Yhen one wus invited to muke a declsion for
Uhrist,he told the missionary,"I'll sec you to-
mprrow moruning at eleven o'clock"e. Before that
gsme day cloeed, he was assagsinated. This man,
apparently cnly a few hours dietant from Vhrist
yet in roality an eternity from oim, was

admiral VYhene The other national leader was urged
by his mother-in-law to read the bible and pray
vod for enlightmente #e followed her sadvice,

aid his private eurly morning devotions brought
the Boly =pirit into his heart,made him study .
the entire wible,convinced him of the baptis-
mal blesting,und finally led him all the way to
the Lorde That man of the hour, a humble
Christian who cen pray,us visitors testify,cven
for enemy airmen circling over his city with the
avoved purpose of destroying him, that convert
to Lhrist for whom 'almost” was not cnough is
Generaliesimo Chiang Xai-Shek,leader of 400,000,000
Chinesees 34

Illustrations cmployed by Fosdicke

To be sure,the individual often secems helglesa,
but that is no answer to.our proposition.in a new
biography of whittier,we leurn that he was much
impressed by s tale narrated by his father,that
when an Indian tribe went on a drunken d&ebauch,
invariably one Indisn was selected to stay sobexs
vo,when a crowd goes mad and crashes thru the moral
standards on which a decent society begins,this
Indian propoees to stay sobers Vihen fear grove
contagious and men say we cannot build a decent
economy,or hysteria sweeps the nation and the
mob cries for war,this lndian is going to s8ay
gober. Even one Indian cen do that and ve,as we
know, instead of one,there are multitudes of us
who can do that with saving effecte 38

nfter all ,we men and women are nuch like flagstaffse
Some flagstaffs are very tall and promiment and

some are small, but the glory of the flagetaff is
not the size.but the colors it flies. 4 very small
flugstuff flying the right colors is far more
valuable than a very tall one with the wrong staff.
When a msn is altogether done with 1ife,l should
suppose that the moet satisfying thing would be

34 Wede Maier ¥H,D. m. ,De 2062
36. Barry Emerson ﬂosdlck. The © ns
_lzing Pp.26-27.




the ability to say, 1 am athamed that { was not
a better, teller, straighter flagntaff,-but I
not ashamed of the colors that I flewe 37
“ere ends the list of examples of illustrations. but why
80 many of theme They are put down "for our learning"38,
which, when studied, are of great value to the preache®.
Bowever, the manifold and succeseful use of illustrations
is not an easy accomplishment but an earnest task, which
nears perfection by prauotices
though, there are so many kinds of illustrations, they

will never be of any value unless their object is kept in

ninde Their object is set forth in part five of this papers

37« Romans 16:4,
38¢ Harry Emerson roedick,op.cite p. 225,
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The VYbject of Lllustrations

Beretofore,in part one of this paper,the need of illus-
tretions was discusseds %0 conclude it, by coneidocring their
objeet in sermons seems like a repetition- duch it not the
case* *here is a very close relatiom betwéen the need of
a thing and the object of it-‘et,there is differonce be-
tween the two concepts- 4n arctic explorer nceds warm clothes
for his exnloratowy in the frigid zone. The object of euch
warmclothes L& to kecp him warme If this fine difference
1s kept In mind, it will help to set forth the object of
ilivetrations more readilys

The object of illustrations in sermons may be stated
from a negative and positive viewpointe lLooked at from the
negative viewpoint, their object ie not to entertaine Presch-
ing is too serious a business to devote any part of it for
the entertainment of the hearerse Its object is to edify,
to draw the hearer to Uhriet, and to make him "wise unto
Salvation thru faith in Uhrist Jesus”".1l Entertaining
iilustrations do not attain this high vurposee Cure should
be exercised, therefore, in the choloe of them,that they
are not humoroué, but of a’'dignified charaoters

*lluctrations ‘should never be used to lengthen a ser=

mon, to make it last the usual twenty or thirty minutese

1. Hamena 1214
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*t 18 better to preach a short sermon without illustrations,
than to presch one with them, which serve no other purpose
then to teke up timee

It is not the object of illustrations to prove divine
‘ruthe The Word of God is Truth, for it ic as Yesus says,
"Ihy vord is Truth"e2

from the positive viawpoint, the object of illustrations
is %o get the hearer's attentions To appraoch him with a sub-
Ject that he knows,or of which he has some knowlecdge. It
helps the preacher to reach his hearer,and the hesrer to
follow the prcachere

It is aleo the object of an illustration to rest the
mind of the hearere«frequently,he tirese He fatigues not be=-
fause he is especially disinterested in the sermon, but be-
cause hle capacity for constant attention is easily stéhined-
The pre:cher,therefore, ought to know his hearers, and
Should be aware when to insert his illustration. Care, how=-
ever should be taken that the illustration is pertinente

1llustrations too have the object of appealing to the
emotions of fear, of joy,of sympathy,and of lovee then the
emotions sre aroused,action followse 4fter iis relation of
the Yarable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus directed the
lawyer, "go and do thou likewise".3 In this connection

lgslie Deweatherhead writes,

2e St.Jdohn-17:17-
Be Stewuke 108357




The storice were part of the strategy of Jesus
in attacking men's proud and einful heartss
Ngthan without the parsble of the one ewe lamb
would have becn effectively silenced by David

bc fore ever he got to the point.The story got
under hie guarde Again and again proud Phari-
sces,hypoceritical soribes,self-righteous
ecclesigstics,the rich and careless and thought-
less, as well as the publicans and sinners,
found themselves lietoning to these lovely stories;
and then-= b.fore they knew where thcy were- the
barb was in their breust,the citadel of a sleep=-
ing conscience was awakened, attacked,assaulted,
and Fequently startled into action, in counter-
attack perhnps, or escape. Sometimes the citadel
was captured before 1ts owner knew that its com-
placent peace was threateneds 4

Illustrutions help the hearer to rcmembers This is
& vital pointe Only that which the hearer remembers is of
profit to himefrecachers do not want their members of their
congregation to be hearers only but doers alQo of what they
hear in thc sermons

4G above all things illustrations have the great
object of helping the heurer to understand. ‘hen the heaeer
understunds his heart is being touched, and if touched to
believe, he begins "to grow in grace and knowledge of our
“ord and ®aviour Jesus Christ",6for the salvation of his
soul for time and eternitye

Finise

4 leslie Deveatherhead, in Gnest of a Lingdoms
b.b. 59;‘60’. S “ : :
b 2 Yeter 3:18
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