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which is more cffective than saying, "he was budly frigh-
tened". Or one may say, "the earth it marred and soarred
with the graves of men", which is more powerful than etating,
"the earth is full of the graves of men". It is evident that
picturesque words give "vitality and colof".l to one's speech.
Lt takes thought end practice to be efficient in the uce of
Plcturesque wordse but when the preacher has learned the art
of using them, hils message will be more striking and appeal-
ing to his congregatione

“4nother kind of illustration ie the simile. A simile is
a "rhetorical figure exprcssing comparison or likeness by the
of such terms as like, as, £0, eto.".Z Examples of common
Blulles are, "he acted like a beast”; "etingy as a miser",
"bitter ae gall", "sour as vincgar", "sweet as sugar","light
us & feather", and are used in ordinary conversation.
ihis type of iilustration is found extensively in the Holy
“ritingse 4 few biblical similes are the following: "The un=-
g0dly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind
driveth away", 3 "so fight I not as one that becateth the
air",4 "the kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of

o le JoH.C. Fritz,D.D., The Prescher's Mapual, Concordia
Palpit, 1942, vol ALII 'pl ad. Dy -

&e frgnk H, Vizetclly, Litte D,, LL,D,, The Standard Desk
Yictionary,new edition, Fank sund Wwugnalis Co., 1936,p. 724.
3e 38alm l:4,

4. 1 Cor.9:26,




mustard sced",5 "the kingdom of heaven is like unto o mer-
chunt man secking costly pearle”,6 "ye are like unto a whited
sepulchre"”.”

«lthough,it is cazier to cmploy the simil¢ than theppice
turesque word, the simile is as illustrative as the plctures~
tue worde The employment of the simile,us an illustration
thould cause the prescher no difficulty-

“ike the picturesque word and simile,the metaphor is
also used as an illustrution. Sut,what is a mctaphor? A me-
taphor is a "figure of cpcech iIn which one object is likened
Yo another by epeaking of it as if it were that others It is
distingalehcd from the similq by not employing‘auy word of
comparicon,such as 'like' or''as'".8 The bible is rich in
metaphorse lhe best way to get ucyuainted with this type of
illustration ic to note a few biblical metuphgrn, such as,
"Hoab ie my wa.hpot",¢ "and they remembercd that God was

their roek",10 "the Lord is & tun and a shield",1ll "they

eat the bresd of wickednees and drink the wine of violence”,12

"her house is the way to hell",13 "I am the brcad of life",14
"L am the door",15 "I um the gooé chephcrd".l6
‘he parible ie also a kind of illustration. But what is

a paruble? Taylor sivee the following defintion of it.

D. Ytedgtthew 13:31; 6. bt-ha thew 13:45; 7. St.liantthew 2

6° Frani He Vluetelly.nn city,p.499;
9. £5.108: 9; 10. 25786 3d 1l. Pse. 84 11 2Prove: bs 4:17;

13- roverbs 7: 213, 14- ut dohn 6:356; 16- st john 10:9;
16. lbid« 10:11. y
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in the liew festument,two Srecek works have
been rendered by this one English terme
ﬁhe one of these,paroimia, is transluted
proverb". Miternlly,it signifies "some=
thing by the way"; and in its secondary
sense it denotes a figurative discourse
or dark saying,in which more is meant
than meets the ear,und into which val=
uable though hidden meaning has been .
packed+the other more common term,para-
bole,which is simply the LEnglish word in
éreck letterselt comes from a verb which
signifies to throw or place side by side,
and denotes a placing one thing besides
ano ther for the purpoce of comparison,or,
more generally, an utterince which ine
volves a comparison. It is usged by the
sucred writers both in a‘wider and in a
nurrower sensee In the wider ,it is en-
ployed spmetimes to denote un adage,or
proverb properly so called;l sometimes
to signify a sentiment so briefly and
durkly worded as not to be understood;2
sometimes to designate u pithy instruction
couched in the form of an aphoriem;3 some=
times to describe a lesson which is con=
firmed by & simile drawn from nature.4
But,in its more restrlcted sense,it is the
neme given to u connected narrative,whether
of cvents in human lifc, or of a process
in nature,by which some great spiritual
truth is illustrated. or enforced. It is not
a mere eimile,which may be exprcssed in a
single clause; or cven a detailsed com-
parison of onc thingto another; but a
little history, which might be read merely
for its own sake, but which, as used by the
Ureat lYeucher, wus mude a vehicle of in=-
struction or warning, of comfort or con=-
demnatione The little girl was very near
the mark, when she said a parable is ' an
earthly story with an heavenly mesning";
and we muy not be far wrong if we define
it to be a narrative true to nuature or to
life, used for the purpose of conveying
spiritusl truth to the mind of the hearers 17

17+ wWilliam M. Taylor,DeD., Lu,D,, The Pursbles of Our
Saviour, Introductory,pp.l==2.




in conncetion with Tgaylor's definition of a parable,it
Bay be well to consider another reference concerning ite
Dr-¥ritz points out in "The Ereacher's Hanuul",as follows:

Bible students distinguish betveen the ty-
pPical or prefigurutive und the symbolic or
emblem:utical parable- The prefigurative
parables in the ¥ew Testzment are found in
the nurratives of the Good Samuritan, of

4 Lertain Rich 4an,of the Rich Liun und La-
zerus. =8 Bugge suggests, the subject-matter
and doctrine lie on the sume plane, belong
to the same sphere. These psrables present
charascters,uas representatives of the reli-
gious or rellglo-moral relation, which is

to convey to the hearere a lecson for imi-
tation or admonitions To the symbolic
parubles belong,e.g.,the Btory of the
“pborers in the Vineyard of the Great Supper,
and of the Yrodigal Sons ‘Here,the subjeot
mutter ana the doctrinal inetruction belong,
respectively, in a different domuin, inasmuch,
as an ecvent which takes place in the realm
of human experience or even in nature is
emblematice of a certain religious or a
religio-moral conceptione & gpecial group
within the symbolic parables are the nature
psrables-. Uf these,these are seven in number
in the dew * estnment the puruables of the
Sower,of thé Tures umong the wheat,of the
bnstond beed, of the fiﬁ ree, of the Crow-
ing Seed(ligrka),of the et of Fishes.The
material is sought in processes that belong
to the natural world".18

The Bible has muny purablese The greater number of
them are in the lew “estamente In themselves, all of them
are subject mutter for sermons. However,they too serve
well for illustrative purposese In view of the fact,that

they present their message in an illustrative manner,the

18, Vre J.H.C. Fritz, op. ait., pp.103-104.




Preacher may use them us they are for illustrations: He may
introduce them as illuctrations:to his hearers, by such
remarks, as is illustrated in the rarable of the Frodigal
Son, in the Yursble of the Good Samaritan,etas
| 4nother kind of iilustration is the.true story.
Trua storics are incidents or evunts which occurin caily
life- They may be stories,which pretent various phases of
human cconduct in Gifferent places under divers ciroumstancess
Lany interesting satories have come out: of the present ware
There ure stories of heroism, of distress, of devotion to
God snd fellowman, of loyulty, of sacrifice, of sitendance,
to duty, of responsibility, of rescure, of coafession,of
fuith «nd the like. These stories,when used ss illustrations
at the right time, end in the proper way in the sermon are
of great value to the prcacher in the presentution of
hies messager

Lroverbs may too be used as illustrutions. i&s such,
4 proverb presents, "homely truth in condensed, prsatical
form".19 There ure a variety of proverbs. Hention is made -
of only two types, "the historical und metaphorical proverbs".20

The "nistoricul proverd",2l when used illustratively,
alludes to some historical e¢vent or fumous statement made

' at a momentous occasion”, which "has passed into a

19, Prank He. Vizetelly,litteD.,LL.D. op. ait. pe 627e

20e Fopular Coumentmny Hew Edjition,Proverbs,Iptro.p.Ill,
2le ibide Yroverbs,intro. pudllle = -




Popular saying",22 or which cxpressees "some general state=

ment or ifdea".23 To illustrate: The situation of a person

performing an office not sssociuted with his regular sta-
tion in life, may be set forth by the proverdb, "is Sanl
anong the prophets”"24 Or, the unpopularity of a minister
among his own people, or in his home congregation may be !
demonstrated by the Lord's saying,."no prophet it accepted
in his own country".25 |
"The metaphorical proverb”,26 when used illustratively
"enuncistes some moral truth under a figure drawn from na-
ture or life".27 s4n examnle of the "mataphorical proverb"c8
is "in vain.the net is cpresd in the eyes of any bird".29
Surely, this proverb illustrates the truth, that the alert
¢hrizrtian ie not trapped by the snares of Satan, no matter
'how 8killfully he baits them with his wi@icd inducementse
In a similar way, other historical and metaphorical proverbs
muy be usede
The bbove types of Lllustrations are different from
one another; yet all msy be used with good taste at the
right times Hence, it muy be said,"any comparison,analogy,
instance, example,tale, anecdote, or the like which &crves
let light upon a subject may be called an illustration,this

word in its widest use including all the rest".30

£2¥opular VYommentary,new euit;on_Ezn;anirﬂ' p-11I,

£3+ Ibide; 24. 1 Ssmuel 10:12; 26. St. uLe 4:23. -

26. fopulsr bommentury new cdition,tra.,Intra.p.l LEEe

27. Ibid.; 28+ Ibid-; 29. froverbs 1:17. -

30 Jumes C.Fernald,l.H.D. K6 E S ; .
Pe H2e : ;
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It takes study snd practice, however,to detormine when
and how to use theme fut before illustr&tions can be used,
they must first be found. VWhere, then; nuy good illustrutioms
be found? This question is unswered in part three of this

Paper,under the heading, the source of illuztrationse
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The Sourcea of Illustrations

“here may good illustrations be founs? There are a num-
of sources, which provide the preacher with excellent
illustrationse He must know of these eources, not in a gener-
sl but in a specific waye He too will claesify hie illustra-
tions, gleaned from the various sources, according to impor=-
tance, and fitnees for desirable practical purpocess

The foremost gource of illustrations ie the Holy Bible.
Illustretions taken from the Bible are the best illustrations,
for their author is the ilioly Ghost. To‘illustrnte with
biblical ifllustrations is to illustrate, "rot in words
which men's wisdom teacheth but which the Holy Ghost teacheth".l
- Biblicel illuetrations are rellsble and truetworthy, for
they are the #ord of God, "which cumnot be broken",2 and
"which liveth and sbideth forever".3 Furthermore..biblicnl
illustrations are colorful and striking. They are more than
"windowe" end"lights" to a sermon. They are”searchlights” for
they penetrate the darkneus Lf unbelief. #hen Yeszus related the
"Fgrable of the Wicked Husbanaman",4 the chief pricsts and

pharisees "perceived that He spake of them".H Eut, "how can

L4

l. 1 Cor.2:13; 2, St.John 10:35; 3. 1 Petor 1: 25
4. Ste.lgtthew .21:33-46; 5 Ibid. 21:45e




these things be".6 Lt ie becuuse "the word of God is quick
and.powerful snd sharper than a twoedged sword, piercing
tven to the dividing asunder of ssul und spirit, end of joints
and marrow, and ils a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart".7 '
4lthough, the Bible is the best source of illustrations,
they will not be available to the preacher, unless he searches
the Bible for them. The diwine injunction, "search the Sorib-
tures"6 tukes in a study of the smored text sleo for illus=-
trations. To make such a search requires an analyeis of
every book of the #ible, Vld and lew Testament. lot all books
of the Yible are rich in illustrative material to the same
degrees 4 goumparison of the books of Law and History of the
U.Te with the books of Yoetry and Xrophecy of the 0.T. shows
the lutter group excells the former in these things. The
books of Yoetry and frophecy are replete with picturesque
words, &imiles and metaphorse HNevertheless, the Saviour illus=-
trates die crucifixion to ficodemus by the historical event,
that "as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness ewen
80 must the Son of man be 1ifted up".9 Un another occasion,
the Lord Jesus illustrates the world conditions, ot nis second
coming by the remark that they would be as they were "in

the days of fice".10 Theee exumples taken from the books of

6+ St. John 3:9; 7 nebrews 4:12; 8. St. John 5:39;
9, Ste Jolm 3:14; 10 St- ke 17:26e




Law show that theze books also provide fine {lluetrative
materiele But, what has the Hew Testument to offer in re-
gard to illustrations? |
like the V1d Testament, the Hew Testament has ite divi-
glon of bookse They are the Eiographle:l Books, tﬁe Fauline
Epistiles, the Wencral Lpistlee, and the.frophctlcal Eook. It
is dertain that the Biographical Booke¢ have the most illus-
trative materisl, for they contain the Yarablcs of Jesus.
*he other booke do not come far behind for illustrative ma-
terial,for they are well etocked with pleturesque words,
gimiles &nd metaphors. Lt must also be noted that the New
Tectament surpasses the Vid Teetament in Farables which sug-
gests their value for iiluétrutivs purpoees, considering the
fuct, that they are in themselves highly illustrative.
Later on, in this paper samples qg illustrations gleaned from
both Testaments will be licted. ' j
su0ther source of illustrations is hymnology- There are

thoussnds of christisn hymns. Everﬁ hymn hee a sgtory connected
with it. Foi exumple; the etory ussociuted with the beantiful
hymn, "Just us L en", by Charlotte Llliot is:

Though a4 daughter of the Church, brought up

in a pious home, 1t scems that Hirs £lliot

had never found true peace with Yod. Like

so0-many other seeking souls in &1l ages,

she felt that men muet do something theme-

selves to win salvation, instead of coming

to Chriet as helpless simmers and finding
complete redemption in Bim-

When.Yrs Cgesar liplun,the noted Swlss preacher
of Geneva, cume to vislt the Elljiot home

in Srighton, England, in 1lE£2, he soon
discovered the cause of hcr epirituul per-
Plexity, und became a real evangeclical guide




and counscllor. "You huve nothing of

merit to bring to wod", he told her

"You must come just us you are, a sin-

ner, to the Lamb of wod that taketh

uway the sin of the world".ll

Yther hymne have theire. These stories deal with
all phases of Uhristian experience, of joy, eadnese, faith,
temptation surrender to Uhrist, u#nd combat with the devil.
EVfrF story may be used as an illustration and in a very
delightful waye Lt depends what the preacher wishes to illus-
trate- Lf he would illustrate the truth, "the blood of Jde=-
tus “hrist ois Son cleanseth us from all €in",12 he may
quote the hymn verse:

Jeceus, Thy blood und rig*teousness

1y veeuty are, my glorious dress;

fijdet flaming worlds, in these arrayed,

“ith joy shall L 1ift up my head-13

Bow Leautiful?l
The pastor's personsl experience.with people and his

knowledge of them is snother source of illustrations. His
daily contaet with pcople of ull types and classes gives
him ocecaeion to study human nature in its unconverted and
regenerated stutee 4f, he is & etudent of human nature and
4 Keen obeserver he will study the pa;uonallty and charsacter

oX every person :ith whom he dealse fe will note that the

1l: Ernest &dwin ftyden, Ihg__jg_x_g*__n;_gx;ng,pp.276-277i
1Z. 1 Yohn 1:7;
13- udwig von 4inzendarf, ir.,John ﬁealey _hg__n;hgznn

Hoal , _n&un.._hx_lmﬁ_nnd__ish.tmanm.:i?l Vels




Gonduct of the aunconverted will be different than that of a

Christian. "Felix trembled"”, when Yaul spoke to him of'"righ=
teousness, tcmperunce and judgment to come",l4 but the’man
of Lthiopis",15 after his contact with Befgr "went on his
way rejoicing"l16.

~ut the pastor does not deal with non-Christians only,
but ministers to Christians aleoe Agoordingly,.he has the
behaviour of his parishioner frequently under observation,
not in the spirit of the FeB.Il., but in the spirit of the
pastorul heuarte lThercfore, he studies hie member, as he be=-
huves at church, in his home, on ocousions of joy, such as
& weading, a baptism, & family reunion, in time of sorrow,
the death of a loved one, in the hour of misfortune, in his
ucsoelation with hils fellowmen, who may be those of "the
household of fuith",d7 or those not of "the body of Christ".18
Care) however, should be excrolsed thut illustrations taken
from the field of pastoral experience do not divulge the
occasion, when they occurred or the person or persons con=
cerneds Such u mistake would defeut the purpose of the
illustration.

Curren cvents serve as fine illustrutions. They made se-
lected from the medical, industrial, musical,agricultural,
énd financial world, and whatcoever has to do with daily life.
4leo, in this connection,the biographies of great men should

be forgotten. <he stories of their lives relate outstunding

14 scts 24:26; 16. Aots 8:L7; 16+ ibid. 8:39;

. 17° CGulatiuns 6:10; 18. 1 Cor. 12:27



achlevements and dismal dieuppoinimentﬂ. heights of Jjoy and
depths of sorrow, perserverances and ssorifices, blessings
and tribulations, 10yu1£1es and disloyalties; strength and
weuknese of churactere To select! iliuatrations from this
gource requires the pastor to be acguainted with the times
in which he lives, and at the same time %o be an extensive
readere

Huture is another source of illustrations. Plant and
animel 1life furnich meny of theme The Suviour presented His
teachings by Llluctrations about such things us the lilies
of the field, the fowls of the air, the lightning, the 1kght,
the salt, the leuven, the bread, the water, the fig tree, the
8011, the vine,. the branches, 'the fox, the wolves, the vipers,
Eho hen and chickens, und the likee

Biggory isthe 7inal source of illﬁstrution& to be con=-
slderede It is of two xinds. They are church and seculars
Church Listory,especiully ‘that portion of it written by the
"holy wen of wod,ns they were moved by the Holy Ghost" 18-
ercells <egular iistory , as a source of illustrationse
Church 4istory is the record.of the Church's marehhthru the
sges, from gencration to generation- It is khe story of its
origin, its promotion, its depression, its triumphs over
8in and wickedness, lts blessedneas, it heroes, iys in-
fluence for good,its certainity of existence to the end of

time-.

19, £ Peter 1:21,.




