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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND PERSPECTIVE

During She nast decade & whelming wave of popularlity for
rolizion has been sweeping across the United Htates. For the
poat twenby years Probestantlsm has felt a resurgence of
shoological concerne Coupled with the uneasiness of an
anxiocus age, thls renaissance of religious interest has gained
for bthe Church & multitude of attentlve hearers. 7Today the
Church stands challenged, for the Chriasbian falth kas been
ushered inbto an sge of helghbtened potential eilther for pro-
gresg or deteriorations

Farishes of the LuSheran Church--lissouri Synod, sguare
in the path of Ghis driving relipious restlsssness, bhave been
effectively confronting this chaellenge. Utilizing
reach of mass communicabtion and the lay evangelistic push of
she individual congregation, this denomination has been vigore
ously integrating new "converts" into its membership. This
large influx of adult confirmmands has even led observers o
suggest that the total complexion of Ghis Church body has been
radlcally albered.

To this incoming $ide of awakening faith the whole Chureh
must speak convineingly in order to reglize the potentiality
of the timese The Mlssowrl Synod, as pert of this larger
Christlan fellowshlp and as a major sroup dealing with the
numerous “shoppers® looking into iss window,

cresently faces

a tremendous opportunidy for the proclomation of g full Cospal
“h * ] °
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Crowded churches simply mean that many people are "just
looking,® a reporter has vemarked, “and 1f they do nob find
somothing to buy, ono of these days thers 1ls golng to be the
greatest falling away from the Church that we have seen in
many a year." Commmunication of the Cospel, then, that is
‘pigorously falthful to the central bibliczl themes of creablon,
judgment, redempitlon, and resurrection, is one of the primary ;
needs of the American Churche. Starting with Sthorough bivlical |
faniliarity, and with all the imsgination it can muster, the
Church needa bo btresk open these mentioned themes at the
nolnte where honest "seckers" can feed on them. ELEvery enter- |
ing cotechumen has %o be involved in careful orientation and f
stimulating study before he may be hunestly absorbsd into the
ongolng and oubtworking life of the Churche «
fhe Church dare not beld out a shoddy and sasily-grasped
rospel in 1%s over-gagerness to add members Lo an already
vulging membersulp rolle A4 confirmand's pressured, verbal
assent %o a few doctrinal formulabtions is an affront to the
Christ who lovingly calls men Go carry a cress. Scmehow Ghe
unequivocal shock of the CGospel--the news that the resurrected
Lord Chyist has died for the sin of all men--has 5o break
through and prompt a reactione
To provide a framework for this meeting with the Lord
“hrist, the Lutheran Church-<Missouri Synod has traditionally
structured a sturdy course of study for L1%s wdult confirmands.
“ersistent efforts have been made to teach something specific

about God, man and the future, velief and ethicss Tho Hissouri
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Synod, generally has endeavered o acquelint 1is catechwaens
with the "separstoness® and mission responsibility of member-
ship in Ghe Churche The wrltsen word of God has been rela-
tively rvasic and central in this braining.

Pheough invelvement as an instructor in She adult con-

e

firmation process of the lissouri Synod, and being aware of

the obvious openness of the American citizen bto religious
conversation, the writer has underteken a study of the needs
and opportunitles in this arems Upecifically, the research
and creative achivity embodied in this Sthesls has been worked
oub in the direction ﬁx materials and course outlines for the
adult confirmation procosse 4An atlempt has been made to surs

vey representative courses shaped by pastors in the Missouri

«

cr

&

Swvnod and popular presentatlions of the basic TGespel written

by men of obther dencminsbtionse This exploration has led %o
& thinking through of the primary alms of adult confirmation
and an anslyzation of the confirmand's condition apposite to
these goalse

In order %o converge these investlgations and actualize
the writer®s personal concern for an adeqguate course of
study, an experimental course plan, based on the Hlcene
Creed, has been bBlueprinted as bthe bulk of the thesis. This
course proposes o incerporate the following major components
for e particular unit: an lnterest-cabehing text sectlon, a
review gulz %o be used aa an cubtline for class discussien,
guidelines for inductlve Lible study, pertinent excerpts from

the Lutheran Confessions, a brief witness by a living lutheran,

and en opportunity for personal wershin Ghrough prayers
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The chapbers following dlscuss the objectives and speci-

ficatlons of a confirmabtlon courss, sketeh the prepowsd

course in i%s wholeness, ard include five "pllot iesgson: ™
whilch concretbtizo Ghe suggestcu cocurse ingredlentss Lve to

the dearth of available rasearch naterial, and because of

the creative intent of the writer, the thesis actually concen-
trates on no preciso proulsm or guestion and terminates with

no tight conclusion. Yor the reascn that the effori is largely

&
=

e i o L PO, MRS R S =g S

ereative, cach of the five, final chapters packepges the "cone

clusion™ in 1tself.




JHAPTER I

=
[

{5 OBJECTIVES OF Tix ADULT CONFIRMATION PAOCESS

s

The Objective Precisely Stated

The shaping of pointed goals for adult confirmation is
esaential in plotting the strategy of tiils process. Once

patterned and occepted by she instructor=-gulde, the objec-

v
sives determine the teaching and learning thrusbts of She
course. They provide anchored and objectively measurable
vases for the evaluation of progress.

Since the goale of adult confirmation are of a plece
with the aims of the Church, the objectives of both merge.
The process of confimabtlion meshes with the total strategy
of the Churchs ‘therefore, Ho envision the confirmation

objectlves for adults, we look first at tho lod-intended

purpese of the Churel.

The task of the Church involves the worlde The bLusiness
of the Church ig to strengthen its members in thelr unisy
with eamch cther and with their lHead, in view of Gthe fact
that the world Sthreatens this unity and tends to bresk
off members cof Christ 4o become members of the world.

Yhe btask of the Uhurch lies furthermore 1in thils, thab

Ghe Church 1s commigaioned to invade the world and cap-
bure nﬁ?bers of the world for membership in the bedy of
Chriast,.

The work of Sthe Church centers in edificadion and evane

pelisme-defense ageinst the encroschment of the world and

liichard A, Caermerer, The Chureh in the Gorld (2%,

Louls: Concordia Publishing Tiouse, cei949), Da Ge
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advance to cspture the pecple of the world for CGoude The adult
in the confirmetion course, as he willingly responds o the
intensive interior building end cztensive cutreach of the
Chureh, beocomes o functioning member of the body of Christ.
Prior to involvement with the Church, as a person btotally
controlled Ly the world complex, he presents a target for
evangelism; as a growing Church member the adult needs the
nurture of the Church-followship. The context of aduls con=
firmation, then, is the Church, as 1t advances in ouireach

antg "upbullds itself in love,"

fut what are Hhe focused and pivotal confirmation-zoals

of the Church as it confronts the individual adult? %hab,
within the %otel perspeciive of Godls revealed purpose, are
is endse-ine-view for fiis created individuals? To holé out &
compact ond reallstlce objective for adult confirmation, the
following objective is proposed: thet each aduli participa=-
Ging in the confirmabtion process lives out a maturing love
of God and Ghe neighbore-bolstered andé nurtured within the
community of the Churchs Hot intricate or finespun, this
overture-goal intends to focus the revealed will of Ged as
ne deals with people in thelr completenssse,

Tho whole of God's blblicaelly disclosed concern for man
is encompassed here. Love of (od and neighbor comprebends
the 014 Covenant relationship between God and His chosen

people: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your
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hearst, and with all your soul, and with all your might. "2
and "you shall love your nelighbor as vourself «"?
Jesus made thias His "new" imperatlve by giving it fresh
force and emphasis, by lighting 1% with the radliance of Kis
works and words, and by activabting 1% with His sslf-

sacrificing deat "The conquering sanction of the 'new

[

commandment? is in lts laszt phrases ‘'ihls is my commandmentd,

o

that ye love one another, even as I have loved you. "4

ihe lew Testament Church concurred in this aime. The
mizsionary Peul encourspged the pastor Timothy: Ythe aim of
our charge 15 love that issues from a pure heart and a good
conscionce and sinceve faishe”ﬁ And Paul's well-known “"hymn
of love" in I Corinthians 135 throbs with the same polaritye.

Love of God and nelghvor pinpcints man's ultimate pur-
pose and God's whole revelation. llchard flebuhr oLserves:

In the lenguage of Chrissianinv love of Qcd and neirhhar
is both "law® and "gospel®; 16 4s both the requirement
leid on man by the ﬁetcrminer of all things and the gift
glven, albeit in incomploteness, by the self-glving of
the Leloveds L& is the demend inscribed into inxiniusl"
aspiring human nature by the Vreator; its perveralon 1n
icolatry, hostllity, and self-centeredness is the heart
of man's Gragedy; 1ts reconssruction, redirsction and
gmpowerment is redempiion from evil. Love of God and
neighbor is the gift given shrough Jesus Christ by the

zbeuseroxamv 638
G

loeviticus 19:18

Jeorge 4. Duttrick, the Parables of Jesus (Vew York:
Harper and &rothers, .15&85, Do #AliVe

91 fimothy 115
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demoustration in incarnation, words, deed, death and
regurrechblon thabt God 1s love-w-a domonsbrablion we bul
poorly anprehenu yob sufiicicnuly discern tc be moved
%0 a feltering response of rec iprocal love. The pur=~
pose ol the gaapel ie not &3mp1y that we should telleve
in the love of Ged; 1t is that we shovld love him aend
neil hbor. Falth in Godl's lvvr uowarg man is perfected

in wﬂh v love %o Cod and neighb o0

Fhe meaning of Ghis leve Liebuhr interprots and tersely

characterizes thus:

By love we moan a% loast these abttltudoes

rejolicing in the r“escnte of the beloved, graﬁitude,
roverence and loya;by boward hime. Love ls rejoledng
over the existence of the h@lﬁvﬁu cnes it is the desire
Gl  § Io:“i.; for bis
na;uir“ss in the
asisfechlon over every-
i 4 0'" loug,

that he be rasther then not heg
pregence when he is abs@nu it

& & s 2 i 4 - "-._ =
aght of himg it is profound
ing that makes him great and

:, m e e
t«'! ek

31
wl
th

Projecting Ghlsg in texms of the desired relationship of

an adult with God, a threefold profile emerges. 7o love Cod

with heart and mind and soul means %o weorship Him in "holy

-4
£2

ear®; to be trustfully and Joyously aware of hls presence,
and to glorlfy Eim through verbal communicaition. Joyous
worship, confident trust, and energetvic witness are embraced
in love toward God.

The first three covenanb-commendments given at Sinail
correspond %o Ghe pabtiern. The covenant-people were to
count on God gslonse They were to redlate and not selfishbly
sclipse their given revelation (the “lame") of God. and the

femily of Ucd was %o worship flm faithfully.

[ i
He Hichard Hiebunr, The ?urgose of the Church and 1ts

pinistry (Jew York: Earper and LrotLers, ColO00), De B2

T102d., pe 5.
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The objeect of adoring, trusting, and communicabting love
is God-=the living Jod who has cruclally disclosed Els nature
and purpose for peocpnle by acting declsively in human historye.
the confirmand 18 %o love the Cod who is bthe Source and Genter
of all Being, the Deborminer of deatiny, the Universal Onee-
Zod the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven snd Zarth. Love does
not fall in love with 1ltself. The effirmation that God 1s
love does not mean that love is Cods God 1s the "wholly

otvhier” Loved One. In the words of the Large Catechism, God

ic Ghe One "from whom we are Lo sxpect all good and to whom

we are %0 btake refuge in all dlstress."8 He alone is "eter-
nal, without bedy, wibthout parts, of infinite power, wisdom,
and goodness, the ileker and Preserver of all things, visible
and lnvisible; snd yet there ars three Persons, of the same
esasence and power, wihno also are coeternal, the Father, the
Son, end the Holy Ghost."? This 1s Godl's oneness, His uniguae

ness. He alone ls Cod, she ultimate object of love.
The Luman Condlbtion Apposite to the Stated Objective

Apposlbte Go Uedls lnbention thal men love klm Gotally is
man's perversion and oblique misdirection of love. The per=-
son 1a %he confirmation course tends o respond to Cod by

worshipping false gode, by dreading the close presence of

aﬂcok of Concerd (5G. Louls: Concordia Fubli
) e H shin 8
0+10807; B» 168 blls sty

gxbid. s e 12,
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God, and by "blasphemye” iz atitltude toward Godewwlthoub
Godts intervention throuwgh Word and Sacrament--would bturn 150°¢
in the opposibe directlon.

The maneon-she~atreet who bLecomes invelved in Ghe con-
firmation process will be struggling unconsciously to retain
his involvement with the worli surrounding. FProbably, as an
American, he will have had abt least a second-hand conbact

with the Christian gospel; for the atmosphere of Christlianlty

o}

permestes his culbture. Hud usually his overarching loyalty

-

will not be directed Soward a wholly commlited worship of

1

Ghe 1iv]

‘8

ng dod of huren history. The Sypleal John Q. Publle

T

!

sende o live for family,

business; nation, soclial positicn, comfort, assorted
other things, and Code-all at the same Uime, with vary-
ing degrees of inberest and concern in verious situatlions.
“hen Father 48 pulling off & big business deal, the oub-
come ig ¢ life-and-deaith matber and nothing is quite so
important as success. When vacstion time rolls around,
or when there ls slciness in the family, ail interest
centors on family affsirs. When &the cold war threabens
to become hot, a tremor of fear and anxlety runs through
the heart and everything seems %o depend on national and
internabional affairs. When all these things are happen-
ing simultaneously, there 1s confusilon, and "going to
church™ does not necessarlily bring order out of chaos

¢« » o Ghe patbern of living is hlurred. Toc put it in
religious langusge, they worship many gods instead of
bringing bthemselves and all of thelr concerns under the
suidance snd power of one god.1C '

Even religleslty is apt te Le a tainted, "make the most
of yourself” Christieniby; in reality the liturgy expressed

retains a "glory bo man in she highest® undertone.

1

1°Forrelius Loew “odern.hivala o Chrl :
S orn 5 Lo 4 sbian Falth
(Philedelphias wﬁe‘weétﬁiﬁsﬁﬁr'Freas,“ﬁ.!ﬁﬁﬁ’, Tie I%. s
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vithout the living God as the controlling Centor of
1ife the "double-minded man® 1s Munstable in all his ways®
An anxious dread cankers his whole beinge Stressing the
Church'®s comalission to speaek o the contemporary, dread-
ridden man, ishop Lilje statess

¥Yor She momont in which we set Torth our confesslon of
the 1living God iz the present moment, the immediate
world in whose lascinoting spectrum of longingz and
dread, tecbnlcal triumphs and world-wide catasirophes
we have been placed.

ve must face this world reuliatically. fhere can be no
doubt that i1%s most conapicuous characberistic is "dread"®
{Angat)e Our « ocld, rant uaunder by countless, almost
insupcerable tensions, is nowhere as uniled as heres The
memory of the tragedies which have filled the firast half
of 5"13 faseful century hovers over mankind like a Gor-
turing, everpresent shadow. Haeial znd religious,
polibical and economic differences disappear wherever

arise the dark clouds of fear, the dread of & new
war, Lho u-"fc* a catpstropho the conssquences of wiiiech
would be beyond rocaauin‘. There is in our world today
gn Internabionale of droad which cmbraces more men then
do any of she great polltical ideclogles.

That oure is the "age of anxiety” has also beon repeat-
odly accontod in reconi works of pastoral theology and
rersonal helpe One of the most penetrating of these is

Janes A« Plke's Heyond Anxiety, which sympathetically snalyzes

bhe principal marke of humaen annietye-Yfear, guilt, inhibi-
tion, frustretion, indecisiocn, loneliness and despaira“12

Andé underneath these haunting symptoms of dresd and anxiety,

unrecognlzed at tlmes, Ghere lurks the enslaving fear of deathe

11,
igssages of the fhird Assem % the Lu thergg rld
“edaration (il eapoiis: dugsburg rul iishi use, c.i @87},

Ee

i2
James A. Pilke, Bevond Anx ;ebx {New York: Charles
Sceribnerts Sons, e.lgads, Ne © :




iz

The third tralt of the man failing %o love Cod 1is
"hlasphemy'e~tle failure to witness, "wsing" CGod only for
solf-conbered advantage and presiiges Thls the nation-
centered Israelites did when they felled to "make God's
name greabt among the natiens.” ind this the adult confirmand
is apb te do as he neglects to make a reciprocal response of
wisness to Godts proffered love 1n Christ. Ged is "used” for
self. 1he edult deoes nob "recelive profound satisfactlon over
everybhing bthat makes Him greet and glorloua™ for other
peonle .

these, then, are the apparent characteristles, ceondi-
tiche, or "attitude-sate” of the adult in the cenfirmation

roup==the failure Lo worshiip God Gotally, anxious dread

rathor than trust, complacent hlasphemy in the place of

vibrant witness. |
These maladies gre overcome, and the positive oujective

rel

of love for God ls accomplished by Geod Himself, not by dint

of human effort. Dy ils actes in human history=-climaxed by

the deabh and resurrecticn of Jesus Christ--God has revealed
shat He is indeed worthy of totel worship. Uy manifesting -
fiis personal concern for the individual through the "signs®
and words og Jesus, God elicibs Che response of Ltrust from
men. Ly revealing His judpgment upon the lost condition of
men and by demonsbtrating iils concoern bLhat men might not meet
shis judgment, Ged 1n Chriat Getonases the chain-reaction of
witness and love. ixissentlally, the confirmand will develop
love for Cod as the Word of Ged's love is channeled to him

Ghrough She minlsbratlong of the Church.
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The Objective of Love for the lieighbor

{he horizontal dimension of the adult confirmation
objective is pointed in the direction of development of love
for She nelighbor. Love for God is fused with love for the
people of Goed in the family, a% work, asnd in soclety. Devo-
tlon o God in worshlp, Ltrust, and witness necessarily
determines anmi activates loyaliy to She human communibty.

deconcllietion o God is reconciliation to life itself;
love to the Creator is love of being, rejoicing in
exlistence, in its source, Lotallity and particularity.
Love te God 1s moro than that, however, great as this
demand and promlse ars. I% is loyalsty Lo the idea of
GoG when the actuallliy of God is mystery; it is the
affirmation of a univoras end the devobed will to maine
taln a universal community at whatever cost tc Ghe self.
It 1s the patricoblsm of the universal commonwealth, the
kingdom of God, as a commonwealibh of justice snd love,
the reallty of which is sure Lo become evident. There
ig e o o Ghe will §o be loyal Lo everyihling God end lils
Kingdom gband fopresw

‘e highest husen loyalty--love for God with heart and mind

and soul--unites men es neighvors. This ultimate allegiance

glves men common cause even ahove closed acciesies and in-
groups disloyal 5o each otberse

As with love Goward Cod, love Loward the nsighbor has a
definite objecth. Hclghbor-love is not mere emotion or atii-
Sude; 1t is élways dynemlc acticne For God's cwn prompting
love Goward men 18 not sentilment--even expressed seniimente=-

bub dynemic actione. "Iut God shows his love for us in that

Litetunr, op. eibe, pe 37.
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while we were yobt sinners Chirist dled for use"i4 liuman love
imitases the incarnate love of God for the indivlidual person

»

in bhis need. Christ-~like love is activated only by the con=-

crete love of CGod in Christ and not by the nature of its
objoeh; 1t does not seek worth bub brings worth into being.
is Jesue sbtresses in the Sermon on the Houni, our love iz %o
ned after God's own heart and Uhereflore shows the

ve pabser

&
ﬁ‘»

Py

sane disregard for fences es do sunshine and rein.

The direct object of acltive and concrete neighbor-love

the near one and the far onej the one beside the road I
sravel here and now; the cone removed from me vy disbance
in blme and space, 1u convictions and loyhlnics. Le is
my friend, the one who has shown compassion teward mej
end my enenmy, who fights agelnst me. Le 1s the cne in
nesed, In wiose hunger, nakednsss, imprisonment and 1ll-
ness I see or ought to see the universal sulfering
gservant. le 1s the coppressed one who bas not risen in
rebellion against my oonression nor regarded me according
to my deserts as an individual cor member of a heedlessly
oxploliting groupe e ls Ghe compassionabte one who minis-
ters to my needs: the stranger who bakes me inj; GLhe
{father and mobher, sister and brother. In him the image
of che universsl redeemer is seen as in a glass darkly.
Christ is my neighbor, but the Christ in my neighbor is
not Jesusgy 16 is rather She eternal Son of God incarnate
in Jesus, revealed in Jesus Christ. The neighbor is in
past and present and fubure, yet he is net simply man-
kind in its toballty bub vather in 1its articulaktion, the
community of individusls and individuals in community.ld

ut a dark shadow of thlsz love for the neighbor tends to

move in when combatlve human loyaltles strive against Lotal

14 &5, T
Aomang 9:i:d.

1513¢bubr, ops ¢lb., pe 38.
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love for Gode When a person is caught in a web of lesser
loyalitles than God==Go self and country and family-~he 1s
unable to fulfill his destiny of active concern for the needy
person neareste As John's Firat Epistle repeatedly emphasizes,
the man whe does not love people does not love Gode VWhen a
person short=¢lrcuits God's energiszing love by felling to
respond in worship, simultanecusly he cubs off love for the
human comaunity.

The perverslona of worsulp, trust, and witness effect

also all human relabtionshipse In proportion te s man's

3]

dullness of worshipe-response is nis lack of perception of the

¢

"Christ in the neighbore" Trust in self and the resultant
anxiety produces a viclous, spiraliﬁg, inward drive for self-
help ab the expense of others. "Blasphemy," or religious
complacence, is evidenced in the desire %o dominate prather

than %o witness to Godls glory for Uhe beneflt of another

‘e appesite sympioms of lovelessness have teen apbly
described by Ste Pauls, He contrasts the outworking of "agape-
love" with the manifestations of false love. The person who
lacks love ls cqulck to lose patlionce, seeking ways o be
destructive. il¢ ls possessive, anxlcus to impress, nursing
inflated ideas of hls own importance. ILovelessness pursues
seliish advantage and is bouchy and ill-mannered. The love-
less man compiles statistics of evil and gloals over ths wicked-
ness of other pooples FPerverted love quickly gives up, is

quick S0 condemn, and soon flickers out. The man who fails
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to love is churlish and childish, not even on the way Go full
maturity in Christ.t8
For this reason God goes inbo action te activate love
for the neighbor. God gives His Son to remove the guils of
lovelessness and %o create the impulse of love for pacple:
In this 12 love, not bthat we loved God but thabt he loved
us and sent his Son Ho be the sxpiation for our sinsg.
feloved, 1f God so loved us, we also ought to love cne
snother. o man thas ever seen God; 1f we love one
anojher, God abides Iin us and his love is perlected in
S o
Jesus Christ as the Son of God is the living Creator of love;
and as lodel ian He 1ls the pattern for love. As the Fulfiller
cf Geod's total purpoge~-which is selflees love for God and
nelghbor~=~Jjosus Christ Limself fulfills the desired cbjective
of the Church, and the objective of adult confirmation. £l1ll-
out leve and "the measure of the stabure of the fullness of
Christ” are one.i8 The worshipping, wibtnessing, loving Christ
Himself is the concration of the objectives for aduls con-

firmation,
The Objectives Expandsd

The capsuled objective of love for God anéd neighbor can
now be amplified and delineated in wider outline. The blue-

print of objectives following may serve more specifically in

18
I Corinthians 13.

17 John 4:10-12.

18y phesions 4:12-16.
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e

plotbing the scope of adult confirmation and in evalustling
groubie
Following pavticipation in the process cf adult con-
firmation, 1% is desirable Ghab:
1, Hgeh adult member of the LZody of Christ possess:t
as Deepening love for the Triune Cod expressed

through Ju“oua and regular worsnip--wlthin the
-Qllﬁ“SLmﬁ of the chureh; and

e Firmlng ccenfldence in God's personal care, even
in the face of suffering and deabli; and

cs An intensifying joy in the glorificabticn of Ged
throuch personal wliness-=trained and sustalned

within She fellowship of the Churchj; and |

1

v

e
-

2e ine conflrmand bve equlipped Lo

A recognition and sensitivity o the "Christ in
the nelghbor” as an ohject of love;

be F"ll parvlcipation in the worship and sacra=-
rbal 1ife of the Church for purposes of mubual
p and for personal growsh in falth; end

Ce Active and lovi xu :Licipation in the life of
the family and communiby--as God intendse.

Py )

The diagram on the page following plobs this objective.
graphicelly. In Christ Uod's actlvating love ls directed
toward She individual. 7The indlvidual makes the vertical
responge of love toward Cod Shrough worship, trust, and wite
ness in each of the regions of human life--family, church,

dally work, and coomunity. AL the same time The person reclpe

rocabling Goed's love moves out wish Christe-like love in%oc the
sociebal aress surrounding.



GOD

LOVE

Family NgIGH
BOR

Church

Job

Community

Figure 1. The Objectives of Adult Confirmation Plotted Graphically
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The Objectives lmpllelt in Several Currently Used Study Courses

Only cne of the avallable manuals surveyed offered a

clear-cut statement of objective, For bils od and I "teaching

ald® Yartin L. Zeochneke sebs forth these centrolling slims:

le %o help the learner {ind Jesus Christ as his Savior,
be nourlshed in this falth, and cause him o place
his confidence in the loly Trinity.

2« Lo help the lsarner develop Bible skills, to enable
him %o search 5he Scriptures, to find Chirlst and
much blessing in them, and to test all teachlings by
she word of Gode

3¢ To help the learner apply God's great truths %o his
gveryday life and thoughb.

4. To help the lesarner
thereby develop a na
is in him.19

give expression to his falth and
Sural testimeny %o the hope that
In a gulde manual prepared by the churches comprising the
Hatlonal Iatheran Council, the oversall aims are not spelled
out, but a general chjective ls interwoven with guidlines for
the Geacher:
e must nobt only convince the mind eof the Ltruth of
Christianity in general, and of Lutheran doctrine in
particular; our alm shkould also te evangelistic-=to
bring men Lo Christ that they may know She one Wrue Cod,
and JdJesus Chriat whom he has sent.20
Perhaps the fims for the individual lessons in this handbook
are expressed more often in terms of means rather than endsg

and objectives are more lmplicltly than explicitly expressed.

9artin L. Koehneke, God and I (St. Louls: Concordia

Publlshing louse, C«1956), pe Se
2041160on Albert Laike P ’
& 4 aker, repering for Church Membershi
2 Pastor's Cuide (Fhilladelphias &EE%enberg rreas, 0.1556), 5.

10.
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Howsever, Gthe end result of a cenlirmend®s participation in
the course wighl approximsbte the ohjectives stabed in this
thesise For the course is life-related; and it strives to
equip the confirmand for worship, witness, famlly life, and
for participation in the wider life of the church.

. - . - . . 3 8 m o
Pestor Herman C. {helss' homeeproduced Life With God2l

shaepes obLjectives by tone and content rather than by speeciflc
statemente UIhis manwal is structured mround iShe cors-concept
of "l1life," thoroughly moving through the basics of the

tian pospel. Whils btheologically excellent and cars-
fully prepared, perhaps the course guffers from a lack of
procise objective; this is especlally evidenced by the some=
tlmos overly detalled lesson presontabtions.

fartin Heinscken's dasic Christlan Teaschings, while not
2

a course planned for confirmation, could well be used for
this purpose. One of the primary aiws of the course is "o
help churcl: workers + « « be prepared to guide others so thas
they also will be able Lo say, "¥ow I know what I believed 22
Lach: of the courses menticoned, forged and tested in
parish situatlons, would be generally helpful in attaining
the objectives elucidated ocarlier in this chapters The alle
controlling ohjective eof total love fTor Jed and nelghbor

approximates the alms implliecit in manuals currently employed

lierman G Thelss, "Life With God" (San Leandro,
Callforniat Ste Peter's Luthorsn Church, mimecographed).

22 |
Hartin Je. Leinecken, A Loadership Guide for Basie
1iat

Christian Teachinss (Philadel nited heran FPublicat
EEEEET?‘E:‘TT—"J-' ph latheran Fublication
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by the Churche. The proposed objective climaxes God's revealed

imperative, snd 1% should meet the test of flexlble workablility.
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The Value of Using the Doctrinsel Outline of the ilcene Creed

-

For the acocomplishment of the objeciives accenbed in Hhe

previcus chapter Lthe wriber suggests that a course of study

ve constructed around the framework of the Ticene Creed. Thils
sbturdy and hisioric confession possesses lntrinsic value as a
course blueprint.

Since the conflrmand's maturing love for Ged will be
energized only as She news of Godts love in Christ is comnmunie-
cabted effectively, it will be necessary that the confirmand
be conironted by the acts of God in history which reveal this
love. <The confirmandts developing 1life of love needs to be
grounded in the concrete, redemptive scts of God which arve
historlically recognizables: The confirmand must not be absorhed
inte the Church withoubt scllid preparabion and perscnal involve=
ment with Gthe firm fundamentals of hisboric Christianity. Ie

must not be inbtegrabted into the Church "upon confusion of

iy

althe" In turn, the Church must not content itself with

dispensing "cheep grace” to the confirmand.t

lsiatrich sonhoeffer, The Cost of Bisciglashig {Hew Yori:
¥aemillan Company, ©«1953), ppe 87fe




23

Dogma and clear-cub Lheology--as capsuled in the Nicene

-

Creed--ought b0 undergird end shape the entire conlirmatiocn

processe Lhis i1s essential for the honest presenbatlion of
Christlan belief, as Lorothy Sayers perceptively comments,

15 is a lie %o say thal dogma does nobt mabter; it matbers
encrmously. It is fabtal to let poople suppose bthab
Christianity is only a mode of feelinge ¢ o+ It 1s hope~
less %o affcr Chplstianlity as o vaguely ldealistic
aapiration of s simple and consoling kindj 1% is, on the
conbrary, a hard, Sough, exacting, and cocmplex dochbrine,
steepsd in a drastlc and uncoupromising realism. /ind 3%
ia fatal to imagine thatb ﬂVn?YHOGJ kneows qguite well wiab
IPLSumduldy is and needs only a little encouragement to
practise 1t. T brutal fact is that in this Christian
country not one person in a bundred has the faintest
notiion what the Church "%acnou aboui (God or man or soclety

or Gii@ person oL Jesus

L |
e

he Hicene (reed embodiesz bthls muscular theology in 1&s
doctrinal emphases. <The forceful Vhristological thrusts of

this creed are especiamlly relevant bto the modern cra, pervaded

foe

by indifferenbtism, relativ

sm, and hedonism. The abtmosphere
of sthe mide-cenfury ls evidently permeated by the same vapld
varueness aboub God and Christ as characberized the licene
ClGe
There are the frank and opsn beathen, whose notions of
Chrlstianity are a dreadful jumble of rags and tags of
“ible anscdobe and cloited mythologlcal nonsense. There
are the ignorant Christians, whe combine a mild genbtle-
Jesus sentimenﬁalitv with vaguely humanistic etbhlcg~=
most of these are Arien hereticsed
Thereforse the ceonfirmand must be led to an intelligent

recognition of the "onenecss® of God--lls uniqueness snd the

2oovothy Sayers, (reed or Lhaos? (London: Hethuen & Cos,
1904), pl 88,

S101d., pe 20
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necessary response on the part of men. The full, elther-or
claims of Christ must be sharply sst forthe

Vie cannot blink the fact that genbls Jesus meek and mild
was so o611l in lls oplnions and so inflammatory in liis
language that le was thrown out of church, atoned,
hunted from place o place, and finally gibbeted as 8
firebrand and a public danger. Vhatever nLis psace was,
it was nobt the peace of an amiable indifference.d

The Hicene Creed opltomizes the decisive words and works of

I B

its robust phrases, when understood, leave no room

o
o
@

for a half-way choice concerning Christ.

I'kis creed, Turthermore, offersg an emphatic and clsar-
cut witness %0 the Church's tobtal falthe As Gersely and as
explicltly as posslible the crecd atbempts o pubt into words

what the Church believes about Gofd end Chrilst and the Holy

but there 1s nothing harder to put into words. God is

a pgreat mysterye A& thres=yesr-old chilld can say the word
"cat® and know more or less what he means by it. But
that child would have a hard time il you asked him for

a full deseription of & ecabe 4 man can easily say the
word "God," but it 4ig hard for him %o say what he means
by it One ol the greatest minds that ever served Ghe
Churech, St Augustine, once sald thabt we say some of the
bhiings we do about Cod simply in order that we should
not remain silents The creeds are not that in which we
belleve; they are symbols that point beyond themselves
to the Father and the Son and the Spirit.

The Yicene Creed dees not Intend to deball the full scope
of Christlan theology; L1ts function is %o provide an operative

cenber around which falth mey crystallize and inorease. Its

purpose 1s more confessionslly practical than definltive.

4Iuide, pe 36

- “anpus Dun, We Belleve (Greenwich: The Seabury Fress,
001954), He 7o
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The creed is valuable, Loc, in that the Church repeated-
ly erxperiences it in its worshlp life. The creed rhythmlcally
recurs as the Church particlipates in the bucharistic liturgye

The creed, as s vital part of this common worship form, can

truths

fhe expsrience of life in &the Church precedes toth the
formulabion and the undersbanding of Christian doclirine,
That 1s why few people come to the precognltion of
Christian truth by means ¢f an abstract study of theology; E
thie normal approach is Sthrough the fellowship of a

Chrigtian congregation, The Church's life of falth and

wership is the source of Christian belief and theology.

Falth and worship are insepurably connected®

Finally, the Hlcene Creed may be convenienily parceled
into gixteen sections, each centered by a key doctrines The
breadth of the conflrmation course is thus insured; for Ghe
only mejor doctrinal area not specified is the Lord's Supper,
and thils may resdily be integrated into the courses The full
rangze oi Christian bheology is encompassed, and ample time is

alloted for therough instruction and guidance.
The Jcope and Purpose of Ghe Text Section

o s8tir inberest in the specific deoectrinal units and
to awaken unticipatlion for the actual clsss session, a gulde-
bock for the participant ls proposed, for use primarily oute
gide of class. A Gexi section would be included te point the
mind in the direction of the Indlvidusl unit. Nobt a tight

& . ‘
Alan Hlchardscn, The Cospel and Heodern fhought (New
York: Oxford Univarsi%y Tress, 4955), Ds I% .
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summary or digest of docitrine, She text should serve primarily
o condition the confirmand for energetic and lively conver-
gabtlon within the class-groub.
Sympathetically and pabtlently, the text section should
skebtch out the bteaching thrust of the unit. Happort must be

established through bthe use of apt and life-contecting lan-

AT 1N O - 2 v & P A e ey |
guage. An expert communicator reminds us,

If there is any connectlcn between the Crosa and the
common man, that connection must surely be expressible
in language ch the common man can understande. If the
Cross of Lhrlish bhag any relevance Lo the ordinary man in
his office or ab his workbench, or to the ordinery woman
in her home, that relevance can surely be put Into words
G0 wihich Ghe ears of ordinary people have become accusw
somed .7

e o

therefore the written content of the text section will
endeavor to move in close to the needs and experiences of the
reador, tc engage his mind and help him confront the Christian
message which alone can preoduce the desired outcome of love
for God and neighbor.
Appended to the text will be a checkequiz of varied cone

ructlcnes This will abtbtempt to review the wrlttes discussion,

jelling the impressions gained. The checkequiz will aiso serve

-

as a starter and a scaffolding for class conversabions
The FProvislion for Inductive Sible Study

fhe obvious advantages of perscnal and group Bible study

are readlly accepted. The offcchive use of the inductive

Tierman %e Cockel, The Cross and the Common Man (S8
Louls: Congcordia Publishing House, ce1055), Po G o
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process of Uible sbudy lncreasses splritual growbth toward God,
equips for campebent witness, and prompts the oubwerking of
lovae®

An adult confirmation course, then, can well provide a
training ground for bthe absorption of the Word. However, this
Word must be permitbed to sound through in accord with its

original intentione The Word must "have froe course™ and

aubhenticate itsell tec the modern hearer. it must not be
manhandled or forced to it a superimposed mold of thought,

Our purpose in teaching the Binle is that God may speak
throupgh 1t now Iinto the life of the worlds o o« « Our
bandling of the Bible must always be with this expecta=-
tion, Lhaet somehow the miracle may happen that Cod should
make hias word come glive with the same power in-our
twentleth century that 16 had when it was first spokens
Yor that %o happen, we must accepbt the responsibllity of
interpreting the anclent word in the modern situation, or
hoaring the word as 1t originally sounded in tue ears of
men, and of speaklng it 1n whatever form will bring 1t
home to living porsons Sodaye.v

Inductive Bible stwiy, which abtbempts to brosk the tlme

barrier and maike the Word conbtemporary, can help the coniirmand
receive the Word in ite pristine force.

. Fquipment for such stuly may well be fabriceted into the
guidebocke Larger gections of Sceripbture, coinciding with the
unit keynobe, may e analyzed and made relevant throughk the

inclusion of pertinent gulde-questions. The confirmand would

Silvert G. Herkens, "Learning Can Pe & Pl n
« B 18 5 Fs @ a Fleasure Advance
{Octiober, 1957), p. l. ¢ g

[+ 158 _ o P .
James Lo Smart, IThe Tfeaching liinlstry of the Churc
(Philadelphia: The WestminstGer rOress, 6015%4’; Pe 158,
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be encouraged to work through these oxerclses at home, prefer-
ably with arother persone And in the actual class meebing the
sections surveyed could be 1maginatively anplified, creatively
discussed, and declisively summarized, This use of the Word
would bhe in keeping with the intenbtlon of many biblical
writers, for most of the Lible books were written to be read

by churches, and not by isolabed individuals.
e Punetion of Confessional Ixecerpts in the Course

The Lubtheran Confessions are the tradifional response of
the Lutheran Church to the Uord of God, the echo of faith to

God'sg revelation. Iiven though the confesaions are ned a cone-

e

stibutive Tactor in the Ucspel proclametlion of the Iutheran

Ciharech, these symbolical writings are She guilding stendard of
2 o &. t L)

s

docrine, life, and practice.

ub, in keeplng with she intention of the confessions
themselves, this%eche of faith® must be heard above the "sound
and fury” Lodaye

“idelity Go the Lutheran confession-today does not demand
a fermalisbic recitasion and repstition of the sayings of
the fathers, but rather thelr rezponsible snd asctuslized
exposition and appllcatien. If we want o speak today of
a genuine loyalty te the lutberan confesslion, then we are
ouligated So address ourselves o Lhe contemporary situae
tion of the year « « o in saying what we confess whon we
confess sogethor with the fabhers.

For tho purpoese of acoueinting the confimand wish the
witness-regponse condensed in the cenfessions, the guldebook

]
13

10%he Unity of she Church, edited by The Uepartmens
Theology, Lusuersn World Federation (icek Island?aAuguauaﬁi
Sook Concern, c.1987), p. 99,
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might well incorporate excerpbe from the Symbolical Books
parallel So the unit themes. Hach guotation would fulfill a
multiple role: 1t wonld ascquailnt the reader with the kistoric
depth of the Lutheran Church, serve as a concise compendium of
doctrine for further reference, and provide a pivet for dis-
cusclon and summary in cless.

Used in thls manner, the confessions will not remain
silent and static; they would be activated, partlally atb
least, in the dlirection of the Church's life and doctrins.

s Prof. Ernst Kinder comments,

It

C.

1m not a natter of the worth of a confession bub
rather its roal, vital application in the realms of
preac tﬁv., the strengthening of faith, and pastoral
and other work of the church. Do we in fact reslly
do that, or de we pay respect to an honorable relic
preserved under glass? When one really makes a vital
application of the confession in the way described,
then one first notices the rich, deep and living
treasures that ars contained in them: &reasures nos
yob -fully exhiausted, Ve ought %o speak not so much
about the confessiong bub more happily to speak from
it and to use 1t.}1

The Advantage of g ¥ritten Witness by a Living Lutheran

The specifications alsc propose that the guldebook emtody
a "testimony™ by a living Lutheran on the subject of bthe unit.
Thls oneepage witness would reinforce the docirinal impact in
a personal way end would awsken a realizatlion of the Church!s
larger fellowship. as the confirmand is expesed %o the svidens

action of Ged in the lives of cthers, he would begin to feel

llipid., p. 112.
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his own need, and the resources of the Christlan Gospel would
appear more releovante.

The Heve. Samuel M. Shoemaker, an Episcopallan who has
plonecred in the involvement of people with the Church,
stresses the value of witness by a ccnvinced Christian in
cach of his helpful books.

There is another thing that may arouse a spiritual
interest, and that ls seeing what genulne falth 1s doing
for somebody else. If we were crossing a desert and
thristy for water, and somebody told us where we mighs

find a grove of palm trees and a well, we would be mighty
fools nobt to ask wihere 1% wade VWhen one is confronted

by an vnmanageeble personal lifey; or an inflammable intere
nation situation, or a mysterious universe, or by all &Ghree
together, he would te a stupldly obdurabe skeptic not &e
turn e religlon o ask whether 1% might hold an answer

for hime. Iub this search would come to an immedliate focus
i some friend of ours who previocusly had not falth began
finding 16, end deriving satisfaction from i&%. Like an
alcohelic wibth a pal whe has found the answer in Alcoholics
Anonymousg, he is drawn to seek the same answer for him-

gelfiet~

4s She confirmand would confront the theologiczlly well
crouvnded witness of ancother bhumen being--with the same evident
needs and mlsglvingse-~he would be led further into saying,

91'11 buy shate® le would be more declsively commitbed.
The Practical Valus of a Personal Reaction Section

In order %o provide a worshilp outlet for the faithe
responso generated by the total unlt, a pertinent collect or
liturgy excorpt would be added to each unibe Although not

carrying out & major purpose, these brief worship forms would

125 omuel 1. Shocemaker, The Experiment of Falth (New Yorks
Harper and Erothers, 6¢1857), De £0e
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erystallize the thought of the lesson. They would clinch and
make firm the decisions which should We called forth in the
class meeting. Space might also he included for the nctabtion

of perscnal comment and guestion, primarcily s a convenience

s He

for further clarification in cless.

. % b g
a0l O Wi Q1L

scussed specifications in this chapter is

e

given further perspective in the chart following. Lere the

L <
cverall pattern for the completion of a unlt 1s visualized,

and the relationships of the varlcus lingredients may be seen.

the scope of the confirmand's participation is indicated by

‘e clase participant would be conbtacted in his present

Fle would be encouraged Ge read bthe text section at home and
complete the checke-quiz, talking over the mabterial with another
parson if ab% all possiblo. The instructor would be careful %o
gulde the confirmand's "Bible Exploration® by fostering a
proper attitude of eagemess. he particlpant would read through
tho witness of she Confessions and the "Living Witness,” and ke
would Le conditioned to respond in worshiipe

The class session itself, as diagreamed, would usilize 211
previous proparasion and éwareness to bring about a personal
cecislon affecting the confirmand's present life. In each
desson W1t ghe confirmand would be led %o the objective of
active leve for Gou and spontaneously working love for the

nelghbor.
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CHAPTUR IV
THE PROPOSID COURSE OUTLIKE

Yor the accomplishment of Gthe statedrcbjactivaa of adult
irmation and %o fulfill tie proposed specifleations of a
course guide for the confirmand's use, %he blueprint followling
plots the scope of the course. The sixtesn~unit structure is
drafted here in general outline. The doctrinal emphases, the
rela@éa Sivle sections, the location of the confessional excernts,

and She prinfted worshipn opportunities are sugpested for each

L)

.

AQE80N.

le Ui belleve in one Code o o o = Common relipglosiby -

Concepticng of Ged ge Mansging Director cof the Unlverse, Leavene
ly OGrandfather, Stern Policeman - The biblicslly revealsd con-
cept of God as the Conbtroller of human history and destiny -

The 1living and loving, almighty, Trlune, one God « The ongoing
responge of bthe confirmand to the glven revelatlion of the one

1

God - VWorskip and love - Isalak 40: 12-31 - Jhe Large Cateciiism:

fhe Firet Commandment - The Collect for the £ixth Sunday after

e "I believe in bthe Father Almighty, the Maker‘of heaven
and earblic « o ¢° = The popular conception of creaticn as
happoning in the distant past, with feeble relevance for today
- The supposed conflict bebwesn sclence and Genesis - The reve~
lation of CGod's pewer and love in creation - God's presenst
control and engeing creation = The ethleal response of stewarde

silp of physical property, the use of the body, and the daily
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job = Genesis 1 and 2, Job 38 and 3¢ - fhe Small Cabechism:
The First Artlcle - The Collect fer the Second Sunday after
blhe Epiphany. |

3. YI believe in one Lord Jesus Chbriste o « o « God's
intended revelation in creation andéd Chrlst - God's focused
revelation in the Men Jesus « The elithere-or claims of Christ
- The ecither-or response of hlstory to Clrist - The invitation
to follow Christ now « Survey of the entire Gospel of lMark -

The Small Catechism: The Second 4Article - The Gloria In

Hxcalsise.

4o "I bolleve in one Lord Jesus Christ, who for us men.

o s o = ihe evident paradozical nature of man « Man as the

“glory and the scum of the universe® « The corecalion of man in

b

the image of God = Jur rebellicn = Fresent ovidences of sin =
ibe original sin of the confirmand « God'a redemption in

Christ - Homang 2@ 9=-04 « The Augsburg Confession: Article XIX

« The Ceollect for the Firss Sunﬂaﬁ in Advente.

S5¢ "I believe in cne Lord Jesus Christe-who came down and
was incarnatée « « o = FPalze conceptlons of the remoteness of
God caused by man's actuael soparation from God. The human
personality of Jesus - The purpose of the incarnaticn for
reconciliation « The response of awe toward the incarnation -
Ioke l: 2€«38 and Ffhilipplans 2: 5-11 = The psugsburg Confesaion:
Article III - The Collect for the Second Bunday in Advente

8¢ "I believe in one Lord Jesus Christe-who was crucified

for us under Pontius Pilate. o o " Tho human predicamente~the

clutching power of sin, death, and the devil - The inability
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of man 5o free himself Sthrouzghk any process of seli-righteousness
- The entrance of God into humanity through Christ - Christ'!s
involvement in the human predicament - His death, bthe driving
victory which breaks sin, death, and the devil's power « The
working out of this victory Shrough the resurrection, the pre-

P

sent relgn of Christ, and the {inzl completion of this redemp-

[}

<

gion « Issiah 53 « The Small Cabtechism: The Second Article -

The Agnus Del.

7o "I believe in une Lord Jesus Christ--who rose again
the third dey sccording to the Seripiures. o « «" « The fact
of the resurrection and %the necessary response invelved = The
resurrection ag antihentlcating the work of Jesus - The resurs
rection as the key interpretive point for bthe working out of
God's plan of redemption - The resurrection as the beglnning
cf the "new creation,” manifeated now in the Church, complebed

at the second coming of Christ - Jobn 20 and 21 - ihe Large

Catechlsm: Excerpts from article II - The Collect for Taster.

A 1

Se believe 1n one Lord Jesus Christe--who ascended

-t

into heaven and slitteth on the right hand of the Fatheri and

de shall come agaln with glory %o judge both the guick and the
dead; whose kingdom shall have no ends ¢ ¢ o =« The preosent
accessitilitvy of Christ - His present control of history -
Uistortions of the second coming of Christ, the false idea cof
upward progress - The certainty of the second coming - the
watebifulness of the Christian, looking forward to Christ's
coming = Judgment as separation - The everlasting reign of
Christ = I Thesaalonians 4: 13-85: 11 - The Augsbure Confesslion:
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Article AVII « The Collect for Ghe ?wenty—alxbh Sunday after
Trinitye.
s "And I belleve in the Holy Ghosi, the Lord and Giver
of Lifee o » o7 = Our inability to believe in Cod-in~Christ

without the 3Spiris, our moral helplessness without Ghe Spiris,

fe

our inter-personal separation without the Spirit - The enabling
ané empowering work of the loly Epirlt - This work the creative
work of Cod Himsel{ « Vague notions sboui tho Holy Spirit -
he promises of Christ and the Father %o send the Eplrib in

reasponse o persiatent prayer = Acts 2 = The Small Catechism:

The Thilrd Article = The Collect for Penbecoste.

10 %I believe in the Holy Ghosit, who with the Father
and the Son btogether is worshlped and glorifieds o o o = The
aifficultics assocliated withh the doctrine of the Trinity =-

Ihe bistory of the doctrine « the implications of the doclirine
==iiie extrome manifestabion of Geod's concern for us = The

Trinity in us « John 3¢ 1=21 « The Augsburg Confessiont

Article I = The Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity.
1l %I believe in the lioly Glost, who with the Father
and Son together is worsbiped and glorified. ¢ ¢ o" = The
comfortable dangers of spectator religion -~ The call to parti-
cipate and She opportunity for perticipation in worship = The
how of corporate worship, private worship, family worship -
Review of the liturgy - Overview of the church year « Assigne-
ment So survey the liturgy noting szceremental snd saecrificial

agpectis = The Collect for the hleventh Sunday after Trinlsy.
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12. "I believe in the Lkoly Ghost, who spake by the
prophetse s« s o = The need for revelation = Cod's revelation
in Christ and the inbterpretative work of the Spirit - The
parallel to this lew Testement work of the Spirit in the 0ld

rE

Testament = The mnity of the Bible in Christ - The structure

of the Hible = The use of the BEible - Structured opportunity
for browsing in varicus brenslations, study alds - The Collect

-

for Ghe Word.

13, "I bolieve in the one holy Christisn end Apostolic

Churche o o o% = The calling action of God in creating the

Church - The holy separateness of the Church = The cneness
of the Church 1n Christ and the responzibility to actualize
thils oneness - The Church as the family of God - The worship,
Sacramental 1life, and oubreach of tke Churei « pheslians 4:

1«16 « The Auvgsbursg Confession: Article VIiI = The Jollect fopr

Good Frlday.

14, "I acknowledge one Haptism for the remission of sins.
e o o = The need for forgiveness -« The assurance of forgive-
ness in bSapblism - HBaptlism into the Church - Infant Daptism and
the implications for nurture - ihe ongolng use of Baptism by

the Christien - The Small Catechism: The Sacrament of Holy

Baptism - The Collect for Ash Vednesday.

15« "I believe ¢ « « in the remission of sinse « « o7
~ The Sacramental principle - soly Communion as instituted by
Christ, iis effective promise - The presence of Christ in

Communion - Communion as the pledge of forgiveness, a fellow-

ship meal « The Small Catechism: Low the Unlearned Should be
Taught e Cenfess.
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&s "I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
1ife of the world 0 comte « o o = The utter reallty of death
as bthe ultimate humen contradictlion « The lnevitability of

I3

death within a corruph creation -« Fopular platonic conceptions

of automsilc immortalisy - The resurrectlon power of God decis
sively at work in lis new creaation - The hope for the resur-

rection activated only by the resurrection of Christ - The

living hope now = ixcorpts from I Corinthlans 15 The Collsct

for the Third Sunday alfter Trinlty.

Pilot lesscns Tor {ive of Shese patbterned unlts are
ineluded in the chapters following. Hach chapber offers a
complete sample of an incividual lesson as iV would be presented
for the confirmand's use, with the exception of the Qersonal

witness secltione. iHepresentative personal witnesses by living

Lutherans are appended at She close of the thesls proper,




CHAPTER V
PILOT LESSON I: I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD

"What is God like? Who made God?"

Probably you have heard children blurt out these quick
questions, And you have possibly overheard your own mind
making the same inquiries, We seem to be “incurably religious.™

Not that we have always acted so very religlously, but we
humans heve always shown at least a spectator's interest in
religion, “vaGod did not exist, then man would have to invent
Him," observed the skeptic Volteire, Plutarch the ancient
Greek commented, “You may see states without walls, without
laws, without coins, without writings; but a people without a
god, without prayers, without religlous exercises and sacri-
fices has no man seen."”" On and on goés the quest for God,

In the twentieth century you hear modern man talking much
about "finding" God, almost as if He were lost, The word “God"
is familiar to all of us,

But to many of us the word "“God" stands for a foggy,
"oblong Blur.! "“God" is not a very natural word., You feel
rather ewkward in using it., It is often a colorless and queer
word--representing a vague and distent Somebody.

We fit right in the group of college students who were
asked these twin questions: "“How many of us believe in God?

To how meny of us 1s God a living reality?" At the first

question almost every hand went up. At the second scarcely a
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heslbont hend was ralsed. And s UGallup Poll reveals Ghat 89
per cent of the American populaticn believes that God exists.
gus for many--as far as thelr workadey routine is concerned--
God might as well be non-existent. God is optional.

This does not mean that God is never talked aboubt. IHost

Kt
b

of us have our own pet pichtures of Cod filed away for ready
reference when an argument heass up. If you would conduct a

mnan=-on-thoe«gtreet interview on the subjsct of God, the res-

ponses might come back like thiss
Qes "what do you think God is likei™
Ae: "Well, uli, God, why I never really thought too much

aboubt Lime. Ie never 4id seem very real to me, especially in

L

this spac

o

agee od-wie must be some aort of "President of

the United CGalaxies." At least I hope someone is still in
charge of thls dizzy universe. Eut Ged 1s probably a long
way off and can'!t trouble Limself with this planefi, least of
all ile doesn't Interfere with my problems. lie has enough %o
do keepling the wheeis of the univerae turning.' Le may be ab
home in His own inaccesslble heeven, bub apparently le's ncot

at home with: uz poor mortals. Frankly, I rather like 1t &his

=

way, as long as God lebs me alone I can do all right by my-
selfs I'm a rugged individusal."
1ot (Addressed %o a bow-tied collsgian} "Sir, could

you give us your copinion about God?®

As

"God, I think, must be a pretty nice guys This
statement is not moant %o be funny cr facetlous. It is simply

my cenception oq the Creator. lie gave life to man. Man tries

-
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right, He pretty well goes along with us.
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to do what He wanbse And God conbtinues to shower Glessings
on the belngs He has created. The earth keeps burning; the
sun still shines. God is rather like a Man Upstairs, a chummy

sort of fellow, a Cosmic Ccmpanion. If we men 'deal iim in!

T

(llobe: The kind of cuddly Ged tile fellow adherss %o 1s

characterized in %e L. Auden's "Christmas Oratorio™ thus:

O Gold, put eway Jjustice and truth for we cannot under-
stend Shew and do not want theme Eternity would bore us
dreadfully. ILeave the heavens and. come down to our earth
of wq&er locks and hedges, bDecome our uncle, look aftGer
baby, amuse grandfalher, escort madam Yo Ghe opera, help
Willie with his box OWOrk, introduce Huriel tc a2 handsome
naval officer, be interesting and Waah like us, and we
will love you as we love ourselves.)l

o round out bthe picture, our questicn could be asked

It

againe This time suppose that & rabther meck-and-milé person

replies:

Ast "GoGe~he 12 a hard perscn to get slong with. He
always insists Shat His rules be cheyed, and I guess we had
better go along with him. Ie knows best. Usually I plcture
God as a glunt Folicemene. Hind you, we need Someone like that
around %o keep control, especlally of the younger generatlon.
Ged certainly wanbs us o de our dubyl”

(Hiotes Perbaps this Henpecked Lenry comes from a flery-
furnace home dominated by religion. God wae the stern and
invisible guest ab every meale KEis naume was invoked to keep

cur friend from doing the things he wanted Lo doe God seemed

liuoted by Donalé Hacleod, "The God We Want Versus the God
We Heed," The Pulplt, XXIX (February, 1958), l4.
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like the private CGestepo of his parents. Cod was llke an over-
hanging glacier, s ruthless force grinding all the joy oub of
life.)

Thore arc many varietles of "geds" on the market bLodaye
You can push along your supsrmarket cart and tske your picke
Put the pictures of God as "The President of the United
Galexies,” a "Cosmic Companion," or a "Clant Foliceman™ appeer
to be the most commone These three ideas capsule the religious
thinking of many modernse.

%0 the problem for most 1s not whether God exisbs or note.
fhe crucial questlons are: what differcnce dees 1% meke that
God exists? where am I golng? who em I? Today there are few
live athelsts running sround: even at a recent ubthelst conven-

tion a man salid, "I am & real athelst, Shenk Godl®™ Yet there
are many for whom God 1s a dlstant Llur, a Man Upstairs, a Cruel
Tasumagber--nany for whom God bhas no meaning for life, many

who would like o be introduced to Code

If you are such a person, what you read next can be vital
and life-changing for you.

You have likely bhesrd Chrisbtlans speak the words of the
Ricene Creed-~"I believe in one Gode o o «" How notice that
church members do nobt say: "I believe that God exists." The
midget word "in" makes all the difference. If I say "I believe
that demccracy exists,” I mean more than this--that I ses

evidence Gthat a political system called "demcecracy"™ is at work

in certaln countries. Stalin could easily have said, "I
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believe bhat democracy exists." But he would never have said,
%I velieve in democracy.”

You can believe thabt God exists, yet nob make Llm central
in your life. You may even wnconsciously regard God as &
personal Enemy and unknowingly resist Him day and night. Or
you may consider the existence of 0od an ldle question for men
in ivory towers and react to Him with a totally detached mind
and hearte

The word "in" is the keyl You may believe that an eleva=-
tor exlists, but unbtil you geb in and allow it to 1ift you Ge
the fortieth floor you cannot say, "I believe in thiz elevator.”
Waen you say, "I believe in God," you are saying in effecth:

"T belleve that God is the most important fact in the universe.
I inbtend %o put my complete Gtrust in Eim, Lo love and obey Him.
From now on, od will be the Center around which my life
revolves.” Then you are commibtbted. You have jumped down from
the spectator's balcony ontec the playing floor of real life.
ilowever, Lo say you velleve In God, you first need to
know what kiné of Uod you believe in, just as you need to have
falir assurance that the elevator csiiles will carry your weight.
i 1s terribly essentlial toc know scmetilng about God, sovéou
can be sure wiat sort of Lord you are Grylng teo love and cbey.

For this precise purpose God has provided a revelation
of Himselfs How? gy authoring & blography and parachuting 1%
down Go earth? By allowlny men b0 examine Him under an electron-
microscope? Lardly. #o, God has disclosed scmething of kis

nabure and purpose by acting in our human history, by dealing
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with men whore Lhey are, by "laylng bvere Ils mighty arm® %o
reach down and conbach mene %We come to believe in Cod, Ghen,
by re-tracing ilis "Tootsteps” on the "gands of time."” We
cannob dissoct, bisech, or trisect God, or chart lils perscn=-
ality with formulaz and graphs. Obviously we cannot capiure

God in any scarchlight beam. God standis ahove us, beyond the

P
>
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reach of any human invenitlon, Leyond cur self-made ildeas about

iim, beyond our deepest Teslings, beyond all buman atSainment.
Ged 1s always asting, on the move, shaping and controlling
the course of human events for His vast and sweeplng purposes.
The story of this cenbrolling action is the scope of the Hible;
thhe Uible, like a slow motlon movie on a Clnerama screesn,; pic-
tures for us thé dynamic activity of God with men. The Eible
does nobt gttompt Go prove tho exigtence of Ged, for God does
ned need o be proved by argument any more thian the existencs
of these printed words noeds to be proved. OCGod isl And the
only way lie can be proved o you is for you Lo hear what He
kas doneld
The actilon of God described in the 0ld and New Testaments
migh% be ccmpared Go a tremendous symphony. Sack in the dise
tant stretches of ebernity God planned a “symphony of creation.”
He created all the things that we can see--the eartb, the stars
aind planetge-ani He made everything in the vast world of the
unseens How you can take a pliece of papar, some ink, & pen
and write some music; bub you cannot make music out ef the
clear blus. Uod alons can creaie oul of nﬁthing. And thiis

Ee did ab the beginning of timo=-get into motion a vast
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gymphony o creatlions The people, planitc aund planets all
blended in close harmony wibth each othere [he lMaker's "Hew
World Symphony" echoed and resounded throughout the wunlverse.

Today the entire creation atill depends upon 1its Composer
and Conductor to leep 1% golng. To put it anotber way, God
could exist without the universe, but this universe minus God
would be nobhinge The universe ig real (1f you stub your %oe
ageinst o brick, the brick is really there), but its reality
is derived from the reality of Gode The universs is real
becauge ke created 1t and sustalins it minube-by-minute. If
Jod were Lo take Limself away from you right at this instant--
11 the Conductor would sbtep down from the podium=--you would
"vaporize,” like the light in the refrigerator whén you slam
shut the decor. God Aild not just wind up the world like a
glgentic music tox and then sit baek on the sidelines toc wabtch
us "gweait 16 oubt." God is stlill at work iIn creation.

However, somebhing horritle has broken into the symphonye.
Men have tried to climb up on the podium and Sake over for God.
fen try to direct the symphony themselves, elbewing God So the
glde.s Hight et the beginning, the first people persisted in
ebtempting to "be like CGod"j they tried Vo tell God which notes
were good and bade They refused to count on the Conductor
for direction and support. 4And as a resuli--beceause men are
poorly equipped to be directing the "whole show"-=-disharmony
has nearly wrecked the symphony. The first sin wes the first
sour, screechy notej 1t ruined the entire symphony. So like

2 squeaky dresser drawer which does not 1% properly, man now
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is e misfit in = world out of kilter. Even our bsst efforis
sound screechy in the sars of God.

However, Cod has nob slammed shut His book of muslc; e
has rot called off the symphony as ie rightfully could have
denee. Instead Le decides %o rewrlite the symphony, using the
bad note as the first note in & new masterplece. God promises
to visit Ghe world in Person and bake it upon Eimself &o repeir
the fare-reaching damage of the sour disharmonye.

The 0l1ld Testement tells ue how CGed begins and accomplishes

P

thiis plan of promises IHe calls a desert chileftain named Abraham

to e kls special representative In a world of pride and
intrigve. Through Abranam God promises to bless the rest of
mankind. Conturies later, after the descendants of Abreham

were enslaved in Egypt, God rolls up the sleeves of His mighty

arm bto break thesze bonds of slaverys God Himsslf loads the Jews

out from bthls Lgypblan concentration camp as a conquering General.

And e rohabilitates these "U., Pe's® in a now land.

But coften the people rebel against The God who had called
themes Iike lusting adulierers they go after pagan godse Yet
God stlclks with them and educates them so that they get a
clearer idea of the Conductor and the "music® He wants played.

PHow odd of Cod to chose the Jews," we saye It is strange,
is 1t nob=~Cod loving this tiny, desplsed clan 1n Asia lilnor,
God never swerving, God keeping His centuries-long loyelty?

#lnally=-sven though most of the chosen people had for=-
saken the God who had done so much for them--comes.the long-

looked=-for personel visit, the ree-creation of the symphony.
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There appears a ilan who ects as if he were God. Le goes around
forgiving peoplets sins, and evorybody knows that only Ceod can
do that. e brings dead people back to 1life. 4And when Iie 1s
killed, He does not stay deade lLe 18 crucified on Yriday, and
the following Sunday le 1s alive agaln wilth Hls disciples.
Tnese followers then go out and dle for their proclamaticn,
TPhe Man you have killed is God's Sond  Hub Cod has raised Him
upl e has taken upon himsel{ the sourness of sinl 7The

symphony has been climaxed Soon i1¢ will be all over, over

for good for Ghose players who do not wanié nelp in Ffollowing

H¥ind you, some unlearned fishermen with nc apparent
ulterior motive, go out and lay down their lives for their
"Lord Jesus.”" These men are so effective with their message
that they "burn the world upside down." They travel all over
the Homan kmpire and nothlng stops them, not even llons in the

arena. And it is Che same way Lodaye “he Christlan Chureh is

busy all over Lthe world radlating the good news of Jesus Christ.

Eardly a weeck goes Ly that some Cuhristian does not give up life
somewhere 1n the world becaunse he will not abanden his faitsh
in the living Christ.

There must be something to all of thilse What If Jesus
really did r»rise from the dead and re-work the symphony? ¥What
if the old symphony will be over socon? Where will you be?

From thils quick survey of God's "conducting” action in

- centuries of human hisbtory we gain something of an under-

8tanding of God's "personalliy,” as a symphony conductor's




48
personality 1s evidenced by hls interaction with Ghe players
and muslc. Heacting o God's creative work with men on the
stage of the world, we can describe God with four key words.

We believe in the CGod who 1s living, almighty, Triune, and cne.

GOL IS5 ThHE LIVING GOD

It 1s clear that a God who is revealed through nis
schivity in bistory musti ve living and personal. XNot an
indifferent llanaging llrector, toc busy hendling the universs,

thie God of the ©1ble doss inbervene in the course of svenbse

o
§

ie is not cold and aloof, impersonal and distant, like a force
such as olectrlicliy.

God's perascnal concern was supremely revealed in Jesus
Chiriste In conbtrast Gto the attitude of the girl who prayed,
¥Oour Father who art in Yew Haven, how do you know my neme,”
Jesus, Cod's perscnal Hepresentative, would say that God has
even counbed the halrs on our heads. God-in-Christ was willing
to go all the way %o the cross in order teo enter fully into
human li1fe; e 1s not a Conductor who stands solidly on the
podiuvm and does not bother Himself about the playsrs.

Yo illustrate, perhaps you have seen plctures of deaf
chlldren learning to speak by placing their bhands on the lips
and throats of their beacheré. With Ghelir sensltive finger-
tlps the children cateh the sound-wave pulsetions and the
muscular movemenbs of bthe instructor. Then a silent world
cemes vibrantly alive. In parallel fashion "God in the

lilghest" has bent down in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth o
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allow us te Louch Him and to permit us to feel the sound-
waves of lis perscnal love. In Christ, God has gone to great
lengthes to ostablish s personsl relatlionship between Himself
anc use

(God's closeness and concern for each of us kes heen
beautifully described by 2laise Pascal {easily one of history's
most brilliant men) in these words, worbthy of ponderinge o o o

God of Abrahaem, God of Issac, God of Jacob,

not of philosoplhiers and scholarse.

Certitude. Joyes Feaces.

God of Jesus Chrlab
L ]

My God and your Gode

Thy God will be my Gods

He is found only by the ways taught in the Gospel.
ilghteous Father, the world hath not known thee;
but I have known these « « »

k<]
this is life eternal, that they might know thee, 4
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom shou hast sentl®

i

We admire strength. We admire thoe strengih of gtomic
power, we thrill to She power of those who can drive a golf
ball farther Ghan the rest of us, and we wonder at the "strong
mountaing.”

Jut we are not quite sure how to feel aboubt UGed's power.
You would not wan® your father or mother or husband or the
President of the United Stabes %o be almighty, would you?
When a man is given too much power, it usually goes to his head
and the strength 1s misused. So wisely we have included a

system of "checks and balances” in our governmente

P " 3
Quoted by Karl b. &. Rest, Put Your Falth Lo Work
{Fhiladelphia: tuhlenberg FPress, Celuo6), D Sle B
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nowever, God is not checked or cenbtrolled by anything
oubgide lilmselfo We do not elect iilm as Gode Zven 1f &two
anG a half villion people passed a law belling God what &o
do, Gthis ruling would be worse than worthless. The almighty
God UYakes corders from no cne. il alone determines and domi-
nabede.

-ab tids does not mean Gthat God's .achlons are cruel,
clumsy, or wildly done on the spur of the moment, so tkat no
one can guess wiat e will do next. No, God's power 1s care-
fully controlled hy bBimself, by iis own nature and by His love.

ok

Yor tinls reason there are some things that God cannot or
&

{22]

will not dos or example, neoither God nor anyone else can
meke sense oubt of nonsonse. ile cannot create a stone which
1s bigger Ghan He can 1ift. Lo cannot alter the multiplicstion
tablee Col is not a megiclian. iie is merely God almighty and
is cepavle of doing everybthing that can be dene. EBecause lie
is 2 loving and perscnal Ged, lLe cannot compel a human bveing
to believe in Lim, fer human love cannot be Torced. Obtherwlise
we would Lie puppets and not peoples So too, Jesus Chrisd
could nob coms down from lile crcss--as the psople dared Hime-
tecause Le was carrying out the loving purpose of God. Eecause
God 1s love, Le Coes nol use His power like a heavy mechine %o
hammer things into shape.

Nlagara Falls has power Lo sweep a man to destruction or
to turn glant turbines, bub it bas no power %o love, to fore
glve sins, or to teach a child So preye In contrast God ig

powerful and loving at the same timee. Therefore He is uitterly
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reliable and dependabls. While 16 is true Shat we cannoi
forecast exactly Ghe Ghings He will do, we can know the pur-
pose of His actlions. Whatever God does, no matter iow

startling and palnful 1% may be, is done out of His goodness

and love. TIn love God abldes by the rules of the gamee. ke

is not a wishy-washy, over-sentimental Kan Upstalrs, nor is
ile & cruel Taslmaester who likes bo throw kis welght arcunde
God 1= like an all-wise, all-loving Father, who uses only a

part of the bvoundless power lie pcugsesses, and who prefers to

work quietly ané steedily for the greabtest good of His children.

flegds sbtart shaking when the doctirine of the Trinity is
brought upe Feopls with minds like IBM machines have said that
Ged cannot be thregsein-cne--it 1g arithmetically impossibles
And there is even a lot of bewllderment and confusion on the
part of some Christlans on the subject of the Trinity.

Ackually, Ghls teaching of the Church about God is most
meaningful and relevant Lo lifs. The Trinity is nobt a puzzling
problem in higher mathematics or a blusprint explaining the
Inner working of God.

The whole idea of %he threeness of God is a result of the
impact of Christ's life. In a very simple, non~bookish way
the men and women who followed Jesus became convinced that in
some way He was "one" with Gode ABut they also knew that he
prayed Hc iz "Father in heavern” and was constantly aware of
Yelng pgulded from above. So, "If Jesus ia Ged, thers must be
soume sort of multiplicltly within Ced," they thought,
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Afber the resurrectlon of CLrist--at Fentecost--Ghie first
disciples reocognised whabt thoy callod the Holy Spirit or Loly
Ghost=~=0od fully actlve among them right then and Gthere. Thls
was a bthird way of experisncing Geds Their leader Christ was
now invisible; yet ile was still directing them like an unseen
Cenductor through the power and presence of ths Holy Spirit,

Sueh was thke convichtion of God-belleving people who had

been struck by the impact of

Py

Jegus Chriss, wito had éxperienced
the work of the Holy Spirit. God was three-in-one-«Father,
Son, and koly 8piribts 4And so the Church belleves that there
is cne CGod and only one Gods Bub God is not rigidly one like
a glent stone. Within His oneness there are three living
Centers, or Persons, cor whatever word you wisih to use.

For & human analogy of the Trinlty we can refer back o
the symphony plcture. The full productien of a symphony
involves a trinlitarlian process. Ihere Is first of all the
ldea of the symphony, in the "heaven® of the composer's mind,.
The i1dea bakes shape when the composer sits down and converts
the thoughts inbo notes on sheess of paper. 4nd then someone
has &o intecpret the notes sc that they produce an effect upon

the hesrer. For our purposes the parallels would be:

Tdesa z0é the Father
Zusic . Gol the Son
Effect God the loly Spirit

God the Fatheér plans and envisicns the symphony of
creation. 2od the Son, who was the Agent of creation and who

became Men in Jesus, pubts the plan into operabtlon. lie gives
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the symphony form and meanings God the koly Spirlt inberprets
the syumphony for each individual; He mekes it come alive; Iie
creates falth in Cbhrliste.

The ides, tho nobes, and the effect are cne, each egually
in itsell the whole symphony. The idea 1s the whole symphony.
The music is Lhe whole symphonys, The effect 1s the whole

symphony btco. Yed a single part cannot exist without the'
other. In like manner the Father i1s God. 'The Son is Cod.
The Holy Splrit i1s God. And yet Lhe Father, Son, and Loly
Spirit tegetier avre ons. Hone exists without the other,.

Tre concept of the Trimlbty involves an extra dimension
too large feor human mentality to graspe. Bub what is lmportant

-=-ttiis teaching tells us that God is not remote and dAlstant,
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ted for us by becoming Men in Jesus Christ. He
is personally invclved wlth the worldl The doctrins of the
Trinity, then, is not as confusing as 1t is comforting. It

2lls us God carcec.

i~

£ Chriat had rever come we would not
bave thils tecaching--Lut wo would alasc be unaware of God's

perscnal love Goward us.
GO0 IS ONE

"0f course Ceod is one,” you say; "1t coumplicates matters
60 say that Ged is Triunse~-but bto say that He 1s one 1s reslly
making much of an obvious fach. Well, when God's 01ld Testament
beople Iirst went oubt inbo the neighboring nations with their
news ahout God's concern for them, this was good news, the

oneneses of God. Hany people were sick and tired of the old
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religions, and this was one of the splendid things about the
message the Jows brought--instesd of a wholes army cof gods they
spoke of the one true Gode

Today if you have more bhan one God, ycu never know where

you are, LI you divide your hesri between differsnt loyaliies
n.r : w E

1# you pin your falth on many gadgets and things, 1f you believe

K]

both in Providence and blind ¥ale, and in lucky numbers and

b

charms, and in the Almighty Dollar above all--then 1life for
you is disftracted. Your heart is tern asunder because you
have too many counbterfeit gods. Whabever you love, that is
your gods And if you love many thinge--like home and comfort
and prestige and job and seli=-then you are like the anclent
pagsne with their chaos of "gods many." You moun% your gods
and ride off In all directions. 7This causes the split person-
alities psychlatriats talk sbout; anything more than one is
Yoo many.

The uUible pointis you to the ons and only God, the Center
of all creation. I{ God has gone to the Grouble of dying for
men=-declsively in Christ--then lie is indeed worthy of worship
and all-ouf loyaltye &Le alone fa Uodl No other god--your cash
or car or career--hnas created you. o obher (od hes overcome
the prohlem of your lostness in a world gone wrong. No other
god is reliable enough to pzlve solld hope for life beyond the
grave, Only the one Creator-God can bring wholeness to your
life and keen you from flying to pieces.

fio alool Hanaging Director, or Feebls Grandfather, or

Growling Pcliceman 1ls God. ke 1s one-=worthy of alleout worshipl

e
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He is Triune--concorned enough to send lLils Son Lo become iand
He is almighby--in control of &the destiny of men and nabtlonsi
And Cod is living--ab thls moment working outb lilsg plan for all
people«wincluding youl

It all comes down to Ghlss the firm fact Sthat God is
living and almighty, Teiune and eone, has life-and-death mean-
ing for you here and now. Ve could go on and defend the state-
ments avout God which we have male, bubt religion, like good
music, needs not defenso but renditiocn. A wrangling controversy
in support of the Chrlstian falth would ve like members of an
orchestre beating folks over the head with violins Go prove tiatl
muslic is Loautifule The procedure Lo prove that music is
beausiful is o play 181 Lusiec cannot be argued. The procedure
to prove that Ged iz real and active and powerful is %o belisve
in Lim and follow the Conductor's directionse

AG Ghis point the Job for you is not to read up sbout
God in a dry-as-dust oncyclopedia. Your job now is to move
dovn from bhe gudlence inSo the ocrchesbra-«te pick up the instru=
ment of your life and play in tune with God as well as you can,
with Ghe muslc you have already been given. Your job is te

ssep down from the bleachers onto the playing fleld of rsal

This you can de right now in two ways.

You can participate fully in the worship life of your
churche You will not understand everything that is going
on at first, bui graduslly the meaning of worship will come

into clearer focus for you. As two lovers geb to know each
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other by sharing good timés and conversation, so you will geb
to know CGoc as you worship Him in the company of cther Chris-
tionse At first your worship will be awkward, like riding a
bicycle, but if you gtey with it and allow obhers %o help,
soon worship will be the bLiggest thing in life for you. And
your whole life will be worshipe.

You can also begin to plan in tune with God and His
orchesira-churci: by serving Lim where you are, by helping and
loving the people nearest you. You may feel that there is
nothing that you can do for Ged, espoclally now, a8 you move
out more fully into the Christian 1life. True, you are not
President of Ghe United States or chalrmsn of tha board of
Ues Se Steal, or Lhe Pulitzer lrize winnor of the current year.
But you are not a feeblec nobodye. Hemember? God is just as con-
cerned about you as He is aboui anyone glse-~so concerned, in
fact, Ghat He gave .ls only Son to live oub an obedlent life
for you, die on the cross for you, and shatter death for you
by His resurreciione.

Fnat God wanitse, then, is Gthat you slmply serve Him now
with your given abllliles and opportunities. e does not ask
a married woman wich seven small chlildren %o lsave husband end
family to serve as a medical missionary 1n Burmae. & working=-

man may not be expected Lo preach a sermon. Bubl you do have

-

a home wilch you can make a radiant house of Code You 4o have
& Cally Job where you can work honesily and heartily, whers you
can in some small way help God in Fls creablive work of running

the universe. You do have neighbors and friends who do not
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know Christ ané the churche-you can talk a few werds aboub
Christ to them, even if 1% does sound awkward and like Chris-
bian baby talk. You do have a church which needs your ablli-
ties. Within the narrow horizons of your life there is sone-
thing you are privileged to do for the Almighty CGod-=rignét
nowil

]

0, will you take the Gime and trouble to0o e ¢ o

%

STOF and ask yourself the life-and-death questions:
Where am I golng?" and "wWhat does God have to do with me?"
LOOK closely abt what Cod has done and is now delng in
Ghis world,
AND LISTIEN quletly and openly to whab He has to say %o

vOUe.




58
Thinking It Through

The sbtatements feollowing are eibher true or false according
to the sectlon you have Just read. RRespond o these sentences,
please, by cirecling the "T" for trus or the "F" for false. If
the sentence is Talse, jot down a few words explaining why.

Eres Ll G

e

irlstions would be overjoyed if some famous physicist
on the Linsteln lewvel would prove conclusively that
Cod exlistse

T I 2. Uefors you can believe in God, you need "falth."

T

~
C
o

God has disclesed and revealed Himself through Eis
action in human history. It follows, then, that in
order Go believe in God you have to be a goed per-

gon and 1lifs yourself up Go Him.

T P 4, If the claims of Christ %o be God are really true,
then the events of iis life are probahly the mos§
impertant happenings of all time.

T F Be "eod is livinge" Unis means that God is involved wi th

the world and that He 1s personally concerned aboukb
each person.

T F 8. The fact thai God L1s almighty and loving at the same
time means that we can do pretity well what we pleases
God will talte care of things. "He will always for-
give."

T F 7. "od is Triune." The doctrine of the Trinity resulted
from the impact of Christ's life and the work of the
Loly Spirit.
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decause God 1s cne, le has the right bto expect every
perscn tc respond to Hime
You will have %0 walt until the end of Gthis course
before you can begin to serve God in worship and

witnosse

——.
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The Witness of the Viord

fead over the majesbtic words of Isalah 40: 12-51. Then %o

warm up for discussion in class, jobt down your replies to the

following gulde=quastions.

Lo

2o

[
°

List the dynauic scbtions of God described in vve 12-17.
For example: "welghed the mountains"s « »

Think about the meaning of ve. 17 for ihe current scene of
Internatlional unrest.

Verses 18-2C describe the folly of rojocting the Creator
who commands bthe sbars like a general dlirectlng his army.
fherefore, o manufacbure and trust in an idol--even as
powerful gs atomic energy--ls sheer stupidity. Can you

suggest obther manemade idols and images which we tend %o

S A

-

=
3

worsbip an

P

count on for help?

-t

According to vve 28«31, how does God meke use of ﬂié powsr?

Is God's power aveilable o the individual?

The senbences coming up next are elther true or false,

according So the Dible texb. Indicate your reactions,

please.

¥ ¥ CGol creates tho universe as easily as your grecer
performs the simple operation of weighing meat.

¥ ¥ The Cod of creation 1s the CGod of humen history.
God has not cruelly abandoned His creation like a
baby on a doorstep.

T ¥ If God would allow men to advise Him on human affalrs,
the world would be better cff. For we are closer %o

the situation than God.

R dinestera by




T F oOur way of life is hid from God. le does nnif uo
2l hh& Insteran JonlvedIans

11y care what bccanﬂa of us.

or especia

*E ¥ God helps those who help -'ahmﬁm.' Ba Y

—_ gy
Foy P RL. o Si1s e
':r:;" P G SR % w4 LS i a
sadg Py ! L& GLESENS
i i i e
e A L
i"'
o R ;
4
E 4
o “ | v e g
b * >
e
..‘ i N 3
; \ = W &
« i
i »
b 30
\‘. :
- —
g i o =0
4
E Lo RN
1 y
: o & sy, v D omasedens S
1
]
by
¥ -
W 1
1 *
T
i g it o
¢ al
3 ‘| ¢ J ] 11 3 B
-
i1 . Phoms & -
AN : B e O & nb
- T - el i :'4' y #
b 1
.
A - LEE ¥ 3
p g & 4 wit o - Erpasi - d L Auache @
B x a - o . A - g -5 4 A L4
§ ' SHE W ) AT -
P ST sl 1T 3 e L2 Ja¥ Soh LG SR Lt #

shic: FAvev and POLEReSE WiRD T SR uhiv %ﬁifiﬁt
¢ wlthouk ends  ABOR. .

wsThe Cidlset {Pvayer) tﬁw spe Siakh %ﬂgﬁ&#f'
arier CrtatLy i




"

o)
o

Vitneps of the ILubheran Confessions

i

L |
i
bl

What does 1t mean %0 have a god? r, what 1s CGod?

inswer: A god means that from which we are to expect all good
and bto which we are to take refuge in =2ll distress,

so that to have a CGod is nothing else than to trust and
beliocve iilm from the whole hearte o o o

These twe helong together, falth and Gode « o

That vpon which you set your heart and put your Strust

is properly your Zode o ¢ o

S0, boo, whoever Gruasts and boasts thalt he possesses greab
skill, prudence, power, faver, friendship, arnd honor has also
a god, but not this true and only Gode

This appears again when you notlce how presumpbuous, securs,
and proud people are becsuse cf such possessions,

ané how despondent when they ne longer exist or asre withdrawn.

«-the Large Catechism, the ¥Filrst Commandment
The ¥Witness of Your Own Heaction

Toward Cod 1n person-to-ferson worshipe o o o

Lord of all power and might,

who art the Author and Glver cof all good Lhings,

gralt in our hoarts the love of Thy name,

increase in us true religlion,

nourish us with all goodness,

and of Thy great mercy koep us in the same;

throupgh Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Loxrd,

who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Epirls,
ever one (od, world without end. Amen.

-=The Colleet (Frayer) for the Sixth Sunday
after Trinity
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CHAPTER VI
PILOT LESSON II: US MEN

And God saw bhat 16 was goodl

Wlth each dramatic episode of creation (in Cenesis I) we
have this splendid condluding punctustion--and Jod saw thabt 1%
was goodl Well then, 17 the universe was created good and
perfact, why do we have obvious imperfoection, disharmony, evil,
and death in . the world today? "Whai causes wars, and what causes
fightings among you," asks St. James.

And what causes men to miss ths meaning of Jesus Christ?
%hy do men Egil te have a sharp ”aensg of humor" (previous
lesson) when Jesus stands rizht up and claims, e who has
seen Ye has seen the Father"? If this Man was Cod, why d4id we
men pound llm %o & cross? Why?

First of all, in responding to thess forthright quessions,
let us make one thing clear. God cannot Ba h=1ld responsible
for the presence of these problems, for evil in the universel
The provlem lies on our doorstep. UWe canneot blame God for the
apparent mixed up stale of affairs any more than you could
blame o watchmaker for damaging your wabch when you deliterately
drop 1% under a steamroller.

“lHan has always been pis own most vexing problem" (Heinhold
Wiebuhr)., "Much bhere is thet is weird,” sald the Creek
Sophocles, "but notiing that 1s weirder than man.” "What is
man," Hebrew iing David asks of God, "that thou art mindful of
bim?® 4 .

IRRTRE || ||
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Problem Humber One of our century--as in eévery centurye--
1s the problem of man. Homan Catholic Bishop Sheen observes:
"Ye used Lo study the problem of men (philoscophy); now we
study man as o problem (psychlabry).®

This problem is all the more acute now vecanse we have
unlcashed the power te destroy ourselves--and we are afraid
that we will. "There hovers the ;riﬁ prossibility that all men

will be "ecremated equal."

)

ubt sclenbtiste do not fear the "bomb™ as much as the men

e

who wield 1t. Iwo of our natlion's leedling atomic scisntists~=
Drge Larcld Urey and Arthur Comptom--have challenged a group
cf clergymen with these terror-striking words:

Gentlemen, we are frankly frightened. In finelly achilev-
ing nuclear {ission, we have clther dlscovered something
that will greatly bless our culture or thoroughly blast

i%e The threat is not in the explosive powers of the

atoms Ve can control that. What we cannot explain is the
explosive power of human nature. « « « 7<The plaln fact is
that man's skills bave outdistenced his morals. Iis
engineering has leaped ahead of his wisdom. We cannot

stop or cancel sclentific sdvance. Bubl we can~--and must,
if this world is to survive-<help men to close Ghe terrific
gap between men's morals and his cleverness. In God's lame
-=1f you 8till bvelieve in CGode-=tell us what you can de to
helpe Otherwlse we perishel

Sooner or later, as we recognize the awesome potential for
good and evil in man, we rsalize what a balfling plece of equip-
ment men is. He ia strangely put together.

Shakespeare glves sxpression te the puzzling humsn con-

tradictions in Lamlet's [amous scliloguy:

laueted by wayne Saffen, "Blble Forum Adult Instruction
Series," (Oberlin, Ohio: mimeographed), Number II, p. l.

¥z
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%hat s vlece of work is manl
Tow noble in reasonl
How infinite in Taculty!
in forn, in moving, how express and admirablel
in action how like an angell
in montel skill how like & godl
the beaubty of the worldl
and yob $o me, what i1s Ghils quintessence of dust?
ku'lg‘!. deli ‘:1_55 Nnot M8e o« = 02

"iian, the sbumbler and finder, goes cn, man the dresmer
of deep dreams, man bhe shaper and maker, man the answerer™
(Carl Sandburg)e. Cubt man is also the fighter and the engineer
of wholesale slaughter, the devliger of devilish skzmes and
outrages, bthe violater of human dignily, the dumbfounded, the
loveless aud hate-~Tllled.

e lsgolate hacteria and new healith snd happiness are
insured; but scmswhere tanks full of deati: Gureaten %o burst
in the madness of Lactorioclogical war. The Wright brothers glve
us wings and so creabte a Light-linked world community; but what
destructlon can alse be airborne? 3Slght and sound leap across
continente and sesas so truth can be ssen and beard as never
before; and lles go around ths world as well.

"W¥hat a puzzle is man}! %¥hat a novelty, what a monster,
winat e chaos, what a subjeet of contradiction, what a prodigyl

Judge of all things and imbeclle earthworm, depcsitory cf

Sruth and zink of error and uncertainty, glory and scum of the

universe} o

2 i -y ) i = '3 : =
Guoted by Alan Hichardson, Ibhe Cospel and Modern Thought
(fiew Yorit: Uxford Unlversity Fress), 5?“?%5."”

S1vid., p. 146.

TN
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Bub how CGo we. men come by Lhls glory-scum nabure? 1Is it
God'e fault? Lias God created man ag an experimental toy?” 1s
it God who makes men so thal one diccovers radictherapy for
cancer anc another devises redioactive explosives? Is it a
devilisk God who glves one man the skill to bulld cathedrals
and another tiie abllity Go bombard them? Is i% God who Is
amused by all this nonsense? Let's look toward the Bible and
866 .

Yhe biblicel and Christian view of man starts from a
frank recognition of cur taffling naturc. The Chrlistian Church
realizes that we are bothh ths glory and the scum of the uni-
verse. Thls may be illustrated by cuotations from the Psalms:

What ls man that thou are mindful of hinm,

And Ghe son of man that thou dost care for him?

For thou hest made him but little lower than God,

AnG dost crown bim with glory end honore

Thou hast glven him doninion over the works of thy hands;

thou Bss put all things under hls [seb,

all sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the fleld,

the bLirds of the air, end the fish of the sea,

whatever passes along the pabths of the sea.é

This is our stabus in creatlon--we are "little lower than
Gode" The great diifference hetween us and the beasts is indie-
cated by our dominion over nabure. %e men are ihe crown of
God's ecreatlon. We have the "image of CGod"” buils right into
S

But what is the "imaze of God" which we hear about so

often? One way of interpreting "the image of God" is to think

4psulm 311-8.
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of a reflection, such as you see in a mirror. When you look
at your reflection in a mirror, it ls something like you, and
yet it 1s not truly you, even though it can give you a pretity
good 1ldea of what you look llke. Furthermore, the image is
completely dependent upon you. If you move away from the
mirror--no more image. Lt cannot exiat independently. This
reminds us of an important lact aboub our relationshlp with
Cod. We are dependent upon bhim just as She image in the mirror
is dependent upon us. If God were %o depart completely from
us, we would ccase Lo be, just as the image in the mirreor
ceases to be if you go into anobher room.

In additlion, because you and [ are made in the image of
God, we are responsible for responding %o lilm in active worship
and love--1n much the sane way eas your 1V screen responds to
the electron rays contacting it. bub if the screen falls to
light when the beams strike 1%, Ghe tube 1s out of orders If
is dead.

the human fact ls that we have not responded o Godi we
have usually chosen o “"declare our independence” from God.
And this has worked out disastrously. We have destroyed the
image of @ocdse Instead of having full dominien over naturs, we
are controlled by it; and we succumb to the forces of disease
and physical power. We die. Instead of loving Cod and respond-
ing warmly to Him we turn away in sluggish indifference.
Instead of loving, bonoring, and obeying Him we love, honor,

and obey our own selves. ue suffer from "I" strain.
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As a dirccht result we are blindly ignorant,; you and I,
avout our purpose on thls planet. Heally, we do no% know just
why we are here., Ve do not know what on earth we are doing.
The basic questions about our lives are riddles--why are we
born? Where do we Journey? Vhat is the nabture of that Mystery
from whom we come, to whom we go? We are like the hillbilly
lad who learned ardithmetlc bub never learned to read. And
whenever he came S¢ a road sign he could always tell "how fur®
it was to the next town. Bub ke had ne idea "where to."

¥ow education and science ¢an tell us how far we aré
going and Gake us thore, but they cannot tell “where toe."
Belence can dissect life, bubt 1% cannot give purpose to life.
We are so Ignorant that even our science has proved to be death.

Ve do not know what a day will bring. The past is lighted
by memory, buit the fubture is veiled. We walk with the line of

1ight at our bvoes; we cannot foresee events even one hour.

¥

—

his ignorance about the fulure applles--need it be sald?

¥

=0 deaths The eggshell of 1life on which we walk breaks, anc
we slip through inbo silence and dsrknessl Ve are nobt only
ignorant but deathly ignorant as well.
Death 18 a firm fact of life. The fact is plaln and
dally underscored, and yet we shy away from ite. In our creature~
comfort culture we think 1% vulgar o mention t@e grave and
death, decay and the corpse.
Teath on the American Plan 1s practiced in a temple of
make=beliefe known as the Funeral liome. The shrine is

constructed, as often as possible, along the llnes of a
country club and rectory combined. Oubside, there are
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gracious plantings of evergreens--designed toc “create
favorabls public sentiment.® Inside, thers i1s a sumpbous
successlion of muslc rooms, chapels, lavatorles, store-
roous, and, of couras, “slumber rooms.” The decoration
is subdued but cheerful,” which enables many funeral
homes , when thelr husiness ls lagging, %o rent space to
wedding parties. And there, where the reek of euphemism
mingles with the chemical decdorant and %the recorded
bymn, has beenr perfected "the new aesthetic of death,”

a specifically Americsn response to the handwriting en
the wall."

b}

;—J
2]

But camouflage it as we will, silent death comes to all.
Hedical advances have boosted our life expechbancy. DBut &Ghe
death rate remains the same: one death for every inhabltant.
Each of us must face the fect thabt one day soon our neme will
appear in an obituary column: ?ublic, Johni Cey DOrne o o o

The end of one part of our story is death. lowever we
may feel that after death there comes a kind of release,
death is not a natural thinge We will all dle. The promise
that we shall not die 1z s false hope; i% 1s a lie, the firss
lie recorded in the Bible (Genesis 3: 4).

Thia makes us wonder with Job in the 0ld Testament, "If
a man dles, sbgll he live again?” There was an Alr Force
pllot wiho asked a simllar question of his chaplain, "I wish
you would tell me, man o men, do we ge on living?® He struck
a match, blew 1t oubt, and added, "Is that what bappens to us?®
Like every other man the pilot was in a fix, and he knew it.
¥e are mortal; but we know we are mortal (as the animals de
not)s Somehow we are above deabhb, yet we are powerless %o

cure our death.

sQuoted by alfred F. Klausler, Christ and Your Job (St.
Louist Concordia Publishing iiouse, Cel0GG), Ps 20
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Ané while we walt around for desth, there ls trouble and
plain human cussedness. There 1s sine %e can deny this,
sugarcoat the fact, call sin "respectable,” but we cannot
escape the consequences. Ye are constantly breathling in the
polscnous Fumes of human perversiiys We have tried %o con-
vince ourselves that we are "good at heart® and that man
"every day in every way was gebtiling better and better." UYe
have sald that education end slum clearance and "progress®
would wipe oub evil, for evlil was due to bad environment and
lack of knowledge.

however, 1% has not been Lhe savages who have started
the wars in receni years, bub the college graduabes and
leaders of "civilized” countriese Crime is not limited to
slum-bred¢ criminals and "underprivileged" juvenile delinquents.
I% is also practlced hy charity organlizations in raffles, by
sons and deughters of Ysolid" citizens. Law courts buzz with
divorce cases because hushands and wives are "incompatible ,”
a8 well as adulterous. Polltics 1s wracked with bribery
because "servanis of the people” have itching palms. Students
cheat at school because the end (good grades) justifies the
means; and thelr stabtus-consclous teachers make grades more
important than wisdome

We are behaving badly. Han 1s on sn escalator going
Gown==not upl We are like ships whose ballast has broken
looses When this happens a ship rolls unmanageably, endanger-
ing 1tself and obther crafb. And when people~~you and I-=break

away from Cod and lose !iim as the steady Center of life, we
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move aboubt unmanageably. We damage obther people. We are
Hlooge" and losase

Now could it poesibly be Ghat abt the core of our problem
is s break~away from God? Could it be that we have leost our
koléd on Him? Perhaps. <There are blnts. Leb's go back and
see if we can determine just how and when man's bresk-away
from God occurrede.

We have ssen how God has imprinted Lis cwn bandmark on
eachk of use. iie has breathed His own Spirit into us, given us
His imapge. There ia & "Cod-shaped blank"” in each of us which
cannot be filled with anybthling but God. Host of our troubls
comes when we try Uo £111 this blank with Selfe When this
happens we become mislits~~like GLoo=hiz drawers in s dresser=-
we "squeak" and cause all kinds of trouble. %God has made us
for Himself, and we are restless unti)l we find our rest in
Him." 'he ballast breaks lose, the image of God is shattered,
beceuse of man's own pride, not because of {od's mishandling
of man. W“hen man was first created be was In a position of
being a leader, responsible for all creation. God has glven
man the opportunity to share lils creatlve power. Adam-=-
representative man-~could "look God in the face," talk te and
with Bim. 4s we would put 1%, they talked "man to man."

¥an knew that CGod was Creator, more powerful, more wise,
but he had no reason o resent this, or to guesilon the fitness
of 1L: Cod has made man, buds God treated man almost as an
equale ©God cared for him; Cod loved him--and man felt the

same way about Gode
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Hor was there any "babtle of the sexes” between man and
wemane They, too, respected and honored each other, There
was no need to think of which was "better," or more important.
Man had his responsibilibty; woman had hers. They simply loved
each other and were unashamedly happy.

Because there was plenty there was ne need to desire asnye-
thinge What more then they already had could they deslire or
covei?

"

xeepb-~to Lo Cod?

| 4 |

7o be God, be no longer a creature=~-but God?

Yes. Man listened to the doubt of God's love which Satan
wiiispered to hime. "The law of your dependence on God, sald
the Enemy,"is designed tc keep you in dependence. If you
bresk it you will be free of God, and then you can deal with
Eim on equal torms. Why should it be that CGod should be the
one Go declide for you what is good amd whabt ls evil? You
must ve in a position Gto decide that for yourself. Go ashead,
be Codl"

Zu6 how can that which has been creabted become the
Creator?

One of the most famous horror storles of all time is that
of the Frankensbteln monster. A& mad scilenbtlat seeks tc creats
life, a man, and ends up with a monster who seoks te dssiroy
the scientist. Such is the story of man's attempt o be god
for himself, When man seeks to make himself Ged, he ends up

with a monster on his heands and ls then capabls of being desw-
trayed.
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when man declares his independence, he sets off a chain-
roaction of evil. Adam and Uve became restless and anxious,
aghamed and gullt-ridden. Instesd of responding Lo God with
open love, they attempted to hide and cover upe And a family
quarrel developsd; both partners blamed sach other fer the
intrusion of the disssber.

Esgenbially thie l1s sin=-~rebellicn, self-assertion,
counting on Self Instead of God, filling the CGodeshaped blank

inside us with "I," disregarding the person nearests Sin is
not something which can be locallzed and confined in the
Garden of lden. The Guvécn of Xden story 1s not something
which happened long ago and far away as much as it is your
true story and my storye The human problem le not that sin
originated but thabt 1t is originale I% is criginal Go humen
nature anc o your present predicamente.

Two thecloglcal professors were telklings they had met
again after several years of separaticne In the course of
conversatlion one sald, "Jochn, do you now believe 1n crlginal
8in?® To which the reply was, "Yes, I have a son.® 4 second
question came, "John, do you belleve in the total depraviiy
of human nature?® to which the friendé replied, "NHo, that
doctrine ls an exaggerabtion of Martin Luther." Then the

questioner commented, "You walt uniil you have another son.”

Se even in children the basic problem of the human breake

avay from God is evident. Ilsten to Karl Mennlnger, one eof
fmerica's picneer psychlatrists, underscore the fact in des~

eribing the infant:

-
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Children bvetween the ages of one and two when put btHo-
gether in a play pen, will bite cach obther, pull easch
otherts hair, and rob each ctherts toys, without regard
for the other child's unbappinesse. 7They are passing
through a stapge cof development where destruction and
aggresalon play leading parts. If we observe young
children at play, we notice tiat they will destroy

thelr toys, pull off the arms and lege of their dolls,
puncture Sheir balls, amash whatever la breakable, and
will only mind Ghe result because complese destruction

of the oy blocks thelr play. The more their independ-
ence and sitrength are growing, the more they have te bLhe
wabched so as not Lo create too much damage, not to hurt
each cother or those weaker Lhan bthomselves. AL this Gime
of life destructive and aggressive impulses sre stlll at
work in children in a manner in which Shey only occur in
grownup life when they are let loose for purposes of war.®
Q .

So we see bthat there is something in all of us--from
erib to coffin~-whilch ls perverse and "sinful." This does nob
mean necessarily that every one of us is mean and dirty and
low, but rather thait each of us tries Lo play Gedl Ve are
born with a strear of sslf-asserbtion in oppoalibion to Gede
Semethiing inside us keeps on whispering, "You are the center
of creaticn; you are Gocds You are the mid-point of the
universe."

Bubt just because we are not Cod, we cannot successfully
manage ourselves, any more than a three-year-old can drive an
Oldsmobile down Haln Street withoubt wrecking it.

Thie is what we mean by "sin"--traveling through life
with the poorly equipped Self in the driver's seate Sin is a
basic dislocation of the whole of life, affecting all levels

of living. Jesus, who had deep insight intc humen nature, put
it .this.way;:

&
Saffen, ope glliey Do Yo
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Out of the hicart of man comes
evil theoughts,
fornication,
theis,;
murder,
adultery,
coveting,
wlckedness,
decelt,
envy,
sla wder,
pride, o
foolishness.’
By the heart Jesus meant the core of personality, the center
of the real you, where your attitudes and mociives influence
your declsions. Host of the more obvious "Sunday School sins®
like cursing or telling off-color jokes are superficial.
Getting drunk, for example, 1s not so much a sin in itselfl as
1t iz an indlcation that somethlng had gone wrong at bthe
center of life. L& Iis not sins but sin which is the real
cause of our Groublce
or is sin a aspectator sport in which the other fellow
participates and you watch from the sidellnes. You cannot
get rid of sin yourself, sny more than a wan can keep his
beard from growinge The writer Carlyle has a passage where he
Imagines that a man is trying to run away frem hls own shadow;
again and agein he burns eround, and 1% is stlill there. That
black thing dogging him, on and on-=he flings himsell wildly
avay from it--and sround egain, and i% is still there. The
man pants, "God, God, I cen't gebt away from itl I can't.”
If we are honest we will ory out about cur sin, "God, I

can't get away from L6l Lelp. Ky lostness. Ky lack of love.

Thark 7121, 28.
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My restlessness.” uith Whitbaker Chambers, former edibor of
Time, we will say, "How silly %o auppose that any man by his
own effort can ever save himself." These are the words cf a
man who bried frantically %o break with Communism and to
escape back intc Sue other world, but o no availe.

Help must come from the oubtside. Ve need not a resolubion.
bubl a rescua.

This rescue God has provided in Jesus Christl

It was uhe physiclat Archimedes who sald, "Glve me some-
where to stiand and I can move the worlid with a lever." BHut
he could never get far enough away toc move the world; he was
alwaye Gtoo close %o hlmself. S0 if our world of rebellious
men 1s toc be movsd and rescued, Scmeone has to come from the

outside, Someone whe can sbtand with men and yet move Sthem with
the power of Gode

Jesus of Nazareth ls that Movere

left to ourselves, we are trapped and held down by sin
and death--az the crew of Gthe submerine Squalus was "sunk" 240
feet into the Atlantlic Oceane The sub's motors wers dead. All
the sallors could do was %o send up flares and a buoy, hoplng
for a rescue. Their help had to come f{rom aboves In silence
they waited, until a sisber sub discovered ithe buoy, and a glant
diving vell was sent down Ho haul up seversl men at a time,
Soon all thirty-three men were rescucd--Irom alovo.

In like manner our rescue from sin and death, our help,

comos from above. God sent Jesus Christ o identify Himselfl

with us to pul) us up {rom the murky depths of sine
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But God who is rich 1n mercy

out of &he grest love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead through our trespassses
made us allve together with Chriat o ¢

and relsed us up with bim ¢ o e

by grace you nave been savedl®

There is no cother way.

Shphesiuns AL L
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Thinklng I% Throug

The following opinions expressed about cur human condition
are "open a2t both ends" for discussion. For the present,
hewever, please circle the "A" if you completely agree with
the statement, the "U" if you disagree, the "U" if undecided.

A U D 1+ The fact that one of twenty Americans enters a
menbal bosplital sumebime during his life indlcates
that the study of man's nature is not toc be Gaken
lightly.

A U I 2. Wkan has generally used his inventlons and dis-
coverics for the betberment of civilization.

£ U D 3. When we say that man 1s the scum of the universe,
we nean that we are golng Lo hell and nothing can
stop us. e might as well enjoy ourselves--it's

later than we bthink.

A U D 4., The 5te. Lawrence Seaway FProject, where men have
moved millions of carth-tons, is & violation of
God's purpose for men. Hen should let Cod's
! creatlon alenes -
A U D 8. The fact tha% you are created in the image of Geod

means &thalt you are capable of responding to God
in lcve and worshkip, as a IV screen responds %o
the electron=-beams

& U = 6, The supreme oxample of human ignorance was Ghe
crucifixion of Jesus as a trouble-ralsing blas-

phemere

R—
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The influences of heredity and environment, of
slandular makeup and economic need, are so strong
that the individual perscn cannot be held res-
ponsible for sine For example, 1% would be un«
ir of Gol to count a widow responsible for
embezzling money from a bank.

Me docbrine of the totel depravity (complete
sinfulneegs) of man seems to be an wnnecessary
exazgeration of possimistic chiurchmen like Martin
Iuthere To say thab even bables are bvorn wlth
sin 1s going teo fare.
We are responsibvle teo Geod for our actlions. Sin
is real and involves disastrous consequences,
potl: for the individual ané for sodieby.
ozt of the good, reapectable people in our
communities the Bible would not csall Ysinners.®
They lead & geod 1life, atbtend church, raise thelir
ciiildren well, and help in community affalrs.

The best definltlon of sin would be: "doing bad
things" like cursing, or drinking liquor.

It geoms bthat the harder we try to rescus ourselves
rom sin, the deeper we sink--llke a man struggling
in a quicksand pite.

4 good characterization of sin might be: "when
ona believes nothing, cares for nothing, enjoys

nothing, sees no good in anything, lives for
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nothing, and Coesn't 'die! tecause he can seeo
nothing worth dying for."

l4, The person who 1

s self-satlsfled; who thinks he

is "good enough," is really rofusing the resculng
work of Jesus Curist.

15. God's "Operation Rescue” was accomplished ag Jesus

kept Geod'ls commandmenbts in our place.
treats us as

v
2P
Eq I

How God

e had oheyed bthe commandments
lets us go free.
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The Witness of the VWord

Do you remember 2 few years ago, vefore the Salk vaccine was

rfected, how parsnts of young children used to apprcach the
pe ) J op

polio season? Ivery declaion %o go to the beach or to the

circus was made wiib real worry. Then with the coming of the

vaccine, a whels &

-

fear was remcved from the minds of

g
<
«Q
o

millions. The dlsesse was not removed, hut 1%s power to kill

and cripple was gone., A& simllar Shought is bekind the scenss
of Homans 2: ©-24. HHers 54. Paul, like a family doctor,

diagnoses "what ails" the human familye. &in is liks a power-

ful plague which overcomes every man, a sicknesa which shows

its ugly symptoms. IHut God has supplied the vacclne to over-

come the dresd cdlascase. e kas removed bthe killing and

erippling power of sin Gthrough Jesus Christe To understand

this, let us work our way lnto thls section of Scripbure. . «

1.

2.

4.

A

4 church group has set the borderline hetween sinful and
moderate smoklng ab ree packs of cigarettes a dayes In
the light of v. 8, do you think this evidences a very deep
recognition of what sin is? @hy?

What arc the symptoms of Gthe sin-slckness described in
verses 11-187

If Paul were spsaking btoday, he might have used the X-vay
as an 1llustration of the work of God's "lawe" Is Gthere
any person who can bleck the X-rays of God's law?
Continuing the sickness picture, how has fcd set men "back

on their feei"? {vve 21-84)

S TR R S
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Summing up, then, which of the following statements best
exprezses Lbe cenbral Ghought of thils passage?

Scme people have sinned, and God has had o rescue
ther Shrough Chrigb,

All mene-<religlous and worldly--are sick with sin.
But God glves helpless men "health" through faith in
Jeasus Chrlste.

Since sin 1s mostly doing bad things, Uod overlooks
sin for the sake of Jesus.

The Witnese of the Lutheran Cenfessilons

Also our churchcs teach that since bthe fall of Adam
all men berobten in the natural way are born with sin,
that is, witbout the fear o¢f God,

without trust in God o o

and that hils disease ¢ o ¢ 18 truly sin,

even now condemning and bringing eternal death

upon those not born agalin througk Daptism and the Holy
Spirit.

‘They condemn ke Pelaglans and others

wiio deny that original depravity is sin,

and who, to obscure the glory of Christ's merlt and bene-
fits,

argue that man can be jusiified before God

by kis own strength and reasine

-=The Augsburg Confession, Article II

Of the cause of sin they teach thal

altbough Cod dpoes creabo ant preserve nature,

yot the cause of sin is the will of the wicked,
that 1s, of the devil and ungedly men;

which will, unaided of God, turns.itself frem God,
as Christ says: (John 8:44) "ahen Gthe devil lies,
he speals sccording bo hils cwn naturee « o "

--The Augsburg Confession, irticle XIX
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The Witness of Your Own ileaction

Toward God in person-to-lerson worshibPe ¢ o o
Stir uvp Thy power, O Lord,
and comee=-
that by Thy probection
we may ke rescued from the threatening perils of our sins
and may bhe saved by Thy mighty deliverance,
who livesat and relgnest with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
ever one God, world withoubt ends Amen.

<

e i

e Collect for bthe First Sunday In Advent
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CHAPTER VII

PILOT LESSON IIT: T BELIEVEZ IN ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST=-
WHO CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND WAS INCARWATE
BY THE HOLY GHOST OF THE VIRGIN MARY
AND WAS MADE MAN

“God 1s in His heaven, all's right with the world."
Thies is the sweet way a poet has described our world condition
--while under the influence of a sunset's glow,

“Tt may be a pious wish," the thought comes to mind,
Ybut enyone with his eyes and ears half open can see that all
is not so well with the world," We shudder at the grimness
of death, and the churches talk about the downdrag and damage
of sin, Suffering and evil appear to be shockingly real; take,
for example, the twenty~six children who plunged to their death
when their school bus careened into a Kentucky river, What
is God doing in His heaven when things like this go on? It
gets to be pretty hard to belleve in a good God if He allows
wars, concentration camps, cancer,rund crocked business, Why
even any normal, decent humen being, if he exercised divine
power for five minutes, would abolish such things at once.
Does God dare to remain sloof and distent above the tangled
affeirs of men? Who doesn't God do something, Doesn't God
care whether we sink or swim?"

Now the Christian Church speaks precisely to this point
vhen it proclaims thet all is not reslly well with the world
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~=bui also thet God has not barricaded rimself in heavene
The good news of she Christlan falth iz that the God of the uni-
verse has entered into the humen life of this plennet--by
being born snd vy living out a man's l1life in the FPerson of
Jesus Christ.

How in order to help us see more clearly bthis problem of
Cod's "keeping Lis distance” {from the earth and the proclama-
tlon of the Church in answer to Gi:ls prcoblem, let us listen
%o a modern paratles (Lhe parable is adapted from ®The Sign
of Jonai," a drama writben by an Zest German clergyman in 1948.)

Suppose that ab ﬁha end of time all poople who had ever
lived were brought before CGod to be judged. They wers all
assembled_ﬁuﬁatﬁmr on a great plain before Cod's throne. -
LSrangely, hdwavwr, the crowd did not submit to the awesome
presence of Gode Ho one much cared. Oroups clustered here
and‘thero, heatedly talking., No one seemed to be greatly
disturbed or ashamed for past wrongse.

One of the groups had suffered severe persecution at Ghe
hands of men. They were Ghe Jews. I[iillions of them had died
in slave caups~--in Lgypt, Babylonia, and termany. iow Ghey
nade bold o ask, "What can God know of hLow we have suffered?
We really know what 1t ls to be despised and Yreated with con-
tempbts Wo were starved and Gortured to death. Who 1s God
that He should be our judge?"

Another of the groups was made up of' fmerican negrees.
They tob were questioning God's right to judge theme Look

at what ke had allowed to bappen o thems Thelr people had
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been Uakon as clavee from their homeland and shipped off %o a
strange countrye They suffered all kinds of indignities at
the hands of men who even considercd themselves Lo he CGod's
people.
There wore hundreds of groups, cach harboring a long-
folt grudge againet God {or the evil and suffering that He

had permitted in the world, How fortunate God was to live in

‘heaven where everyshing waes goodness ané light, with no weep-

ing and fear and hunger and erueliy. What did He know of what
nan had been forced te endure in this world which He had made?
After all, dildnt't God lead a probtected l1life?

from each group came a leader, chesen because he had
suffered the mosts A doformed arthiritic, a war widow, an
wunbouchable from India, an Lllegltimabe child, a face-gcarred
citizen of iiroshimg--all came forward. And before the throne
of God they consulted each othere What would they do? Vas
Ged a £1% judge?

¥lpnally thelir case was brought forthe It was quite sim=
Ple. Defore God would be qualified %o be Gheir judge He mus®
endure what they had endured. Thelr decision was that Ged
should be sentenced to live on oarthe--as a manid

But because ile was God certain safeguards were set up to
insure shat He would nos use His divine power to soffen Eis
lot,

Then the senbtence was solemnly proncunced:

"leb Him be born a Jewe




Fﬂur-‘*r* E

87

Give Him a work so difficult that even lils family
will Ghink Jim out of ils mind when He tries Lo do
i1te Let Him try o describe what no man has seen
or heard. Lot Him atteupté bto bring man back to Gods
let Iiim atbempt Go bring to men what men do nob
want=-ihie Life of Gode

Let 'lm be rejected by the same peoople He has creabed,

Glve idim for friends only those whom all men hold in
consenpioe

et ilm be bebtrayed, tried, and convicted by a

5
erooied Jury.

et Iim dle alone, abvandoned by Eis friends.

Let lidm diel Dle so that there can be no doubt that
He died, and that le was dead. Let Hls grave be
sealedi"”

As tho sentence was announced, qulet murmurs of approval
weni up from the greal thronge

tut then thers was a long silence, an uneasy stillnesse
Gradually those who pronbuncod judgment stepped back. e one
spoke. ¢ one made a sound.

The Zon of God--Jesus Christ--gstepped forward. e pointed
to Ilis bands, scar-marked by Sthe crucifier's splkes.

An awed bush cvercame bthe assemblage. Silence. Every
man wes riveied to bthe spobe. For then they all reallzed--

God had already served lils sentencell

The parable is imeginative, but the sbaggering reality of
1% central point vings trus. For Ged was incarnate--iie was
made man in Jesus. Inls is the bold, joltlng, and shocking
asserticn of ke Churche UGod has served lils sentence.

Qur firm feith is theb Jesus was as délvine as God and as

human as any men. He is She Son of ¢od and the Son of Nan.

Or else ke was a raving lunatice

T |
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TPut in whet sense 1s Jesus both God and Man,™ the
question stirs in your mind. "How could that one life be both
completely human and cempletely divine? Aand what dlfference
does 1t meke?" llow we cannot sound the depths of this awe-
filled mystery, but neither dare we playfully skim its surface.
If this event actually happened, then we nmust plunge in and
take an bonest, under«the-surface look at the Hew Tesbtament

record. All the wirile we heed the wordsj; "If any man says

that he understands the relation of Deity o humanity in Christ,

he only makes 1% clear that he does not understand at 2ll whab
is meant by an Incarnation” (William Pemple). So we approach
the incernation as the shepherds and wise men came to the
infant Jesus. DIThey were the simple and the learnede-those
who knew they knew nothing, and those who knew they did nob
know everything.

To all who are copen on the Godward side, the witness of
the Hew Testament about Jesus Christ seems 50 38Fe o o o

ihe geed of life was placed in a young Jewish virgin
named liary by the power of the loly ﬁpiriﬁ, the Lord and Giver
of life. Cod begen to "serve iils sentence"” In an astounding
waye. Co 3. Lewis aptly points to the crudeness of the marvel
-~"The Eternal Leing, who ¥nows everything and who created She
whole universe became noi only a man but (before that) a baby,
and before that a foebus inside a woman's body. If you wanb
to get the hang of 1%, think how you'd like to become a slug

or a crab,.”

el |



~

89

This child‘grew up In Ghe household of a carpenter in an
obscure Falostinisn nill town, a pinpoint on the map. IHe
went Ghrough the normsl stages of development, growing out of
bis clothes with each passing birthday. He carried the
schoolboy'!s scrolls and evidenced a tosn-age kind of independ-
ences and at the age of thirty the Man was baptized by a
rough~and-reody ccunﬁrg preacher, John the Bapbizer.

As a walkeaboul Seacher the Man 1dentified himself come
pletely with peoplss Iie never remained detached from the
experlences of thicse smong whom He dwelt. He always partici-
pated. he conversed with the higher-ups in religion and shared
the food of sceietyls rifferaff, Lis emobtions meshed wAih
ours-~=~iie felt Gthe Joys and the high moments, the pangs of grief
enc the soul-ache of loneliness.

de shared our blood and sweat and Sears. When you come
right down o 1%, it was like one who dwells in a reglon of
perfect heelbh going into a plague centers It wes like one
wiio lives 1n refinement and cleanness going into the animal
erudity of some bushlande.

' The extreme plainness and rugged manhood of Jesus have
not often been realiged. Fletorially le often wears a sweeb
and noble smilee. Usually in the Sunday School pictures the
atmosphere about Him is that of a summer day when pillowy
clouds float in the sky blue. But the atmosphere of Lis 1life
==if we go by the record--was more like that of the fumes and
grime and disease of the earthe. There is nothing really

romantic about being born in a drafty cave because no one in

T T
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the donkey-motel next door will give up hile bed for you. THor
was 1% especlally pleasani for Him %o sgonize and die on the
execublioner's crossed timbers--alone, forsaken by frisnd and
Father,

But under all the humility and rugged human gentleness
of Jesus there was a purpose harder than stesl, a compelling
drive to "go to Ghe rather” for men-«by dying on a crosse.

And it was for this very reason--the determination toc
suffer--that many people missed the meaning of &iiis Hen. The
Jews hed been expecting a warring Ghampion, a mighty Hessilah,
2 national Libherstor who would get them out from under Roman
ralee S0 Lo them the suffering Jesus was a hapless, hopeless
disappointmeont. he did not £it in with thelr grandiose planse.
So they execubed nim on the trumped-up charge of blasphemy;

for as a mere len Jesus claimed to be God's Equal.

"I didn't know he was so great. I saw only a little man,"

sald a young woman once enzaged to the composer Mozart. SEhe
had jilted him because of his stunbted physique, but later he
was eapplauded as a music master. NKany gave Jesus up, Ltoo; as
a failure, Dubt some recognized Him for what fe really was,
God among men, e #an among mene They were led to belleve that
He was the Son of God, %he Bridge~Person between man and God,
the Lord God incarnatel

After all when a Man claims tc be Une with the Father,
dares to invite indictment for sin, feeds five thousand
People with a couple of chunks of bread and fish, and makes
men physically and spirltually whole=--then you at least have

M= EE 1]
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to look up from your everydey routine and ask, "Who 1s He?"
And especially when the report goes out of His resurrectlion
from the dead do you begin Lo wonder, "Maybe His clalms were
really authentic after all. liaybe lle was God focused and
functioning among men."

Now if Jesus was really God; then "what on earth was God
doing?" Was Jesus bringing some revised rulss of order from
God? Vias iie snooping as a one-man investigating committee?
Just what does CGod's personal vislit o thls planet mean to us
in the twentlieth centunry?

Let's look ot the incarnation of God in the Han Jesus in
Gtermes which are readily manageasble. When we were children,
we were Gaught that on Christmas Ive Santa Claus came fronm

the Horbth Pole and left presents for us afber trimming %the

-~

tree. We accepted the word of our parents--there was Ghe
lighted tree, the prosents=--and Santa Clsus was the porfect
explanation of the facts. SHub Shen as our childheod world
began ¢ expand, we began to wonder and think and doubt. How
could one man visit so many homes in a single night? How
could he go down &ll the chimneys? Was Santa reel? Then some
older brother told us the dlsappointing facts. We were shocked
at first--gomething had gone from our world. The fuzzy
"Christmas Spiprit® which we now heard about could not by any
means replace the personal Santa Cleaus So whom we could write
letters.,

But then there came the time not very long after when we

learned that father and mother were really Sante Claus, that

g "
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they bought the Soys and Lrimmed the Ltree because they loved
ugs Oradually we accopted this fact thabt She “Chriskmas
Spirit" was personifled In our parenis and that through them
it could get into us.
This was Gthe course our growth had btaken: we moved from
trust in a fanciful man in a red sulf to an impersonal spirit,

t

then to the personal exprassion of that spirit--from the figure
of Santa Claug to Gthe spirit Wincarnste" in our fathers and
mothers.

Phis 1s the way we can move inteo a living and vital faith
in God adequate for an adult world. Vhen we are young, we
ersonal ferms, He 18 the God who is with
us in the dark, the Gol who goes Lo school with us., Ie 1s
quli e close and reals

But then we grow up and our horizons expand and we begin
to think and doubt==liow can God cere aboul so0 many people aib
one time? liow can God possibly care about me? How can Ghe
fuler of the universe possibly be concerned about 1little me?
And porhaps we come bto the easy cencluslon that CGod ls merely

a Life Force, a gisnt machine like a buldozer, toc distant and

too busy to meke much difference in our lives.

And then, 1f we ccme Into centact with the clear Christian

Gospel, we begin to see somsthing else--that the God whom we
believed in as childfen and whom we discarded as adults, once
upon a Hime personified Himself in a real human belng. We can
believe tihis because we know the Person. IHe is Jesus. We

know what the "Spirit of God" is like then, as we wabch Jesus
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at work. So wo can eovenbtually say, "There is the Ged that I
can know; in Lim are gabthered together all the forces ittabt are
beyond my comprehension. Sub hiere they are condensed and reduced
o hwaan berms, scaled down, made concrebe and relevant to my
1life and¢ my world. I do not lmow how one God can hold so many
plahets in His care, bﬁt I know thabt in Christ CGod cares for

meo“

This is why God came in Clrish--to make 1% possitle for
us o meet ilim on our level, Yo break through %o us in She
Person of Jesus.

Flnally, teo nail it down firmly, to érive home The impactl
of the incarnation, we might think of the sbory of the king
who became a pceasent to win the love of a girle A powerful
king, while Gtraveling through his domein, fell-in love with a
peasant girle =She was not attractivey in fact she was rather
homely and plaine. BHub for some strange reascn the king deeply
loved her. Dack in His palsce He thought to himself, "If I
go to the girl and ask her to marry me she will no deubt con-
gent. Iut perhaps she will come only out of fear for my pomp
and power." I: was her sterling-pure love %hat he wanted.

So the king devised a risky plane e removed his royal
robes, and went o the girl's homeltowne He "jumped oub of
bis skin," took a job as a streect-sweeper end began patliently
to court the girle Only after winning her love Aid he tell her

that ke was the king and that by loving Him she would live by

ble side in tte palace "happily ever after."
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In the common dan Jesus, the "little rabbl frém ¥azareth,ﬁ
God was courilng the world of men. This wes exbtremely risky,
for men could spurn or accepb Iils love.
all men Go liimsel? in She only way possible, the way of the

incarnation, Ghe way which oventually led Lo the cross. In

Jegus God slaved and guiferad with and
all on the cross. To bLlhoszse who wantad
who were alert and open on the CGodward
eternal companlonsi:ipe.

It wes a cosmlc Lléve affair going

& peasantts 1life.

-

2o purposed to link

for men. He gave iils
God's lovs, Lo those

aide, Jesus gave an

on a3 the King lived outb

It was Cod serving lils senbence-~Tor our beneflitl

:
-
e
i
e
1
]
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Thinking 1t Through

Please move back mentully over Ghe sectlon just read and respond

to Ghe following true-lalse statements.

T

T

m
&

-

v

‘t':!

¥

W

v

3

Le

2o

L

Je

Go

T

Se

A man onge sald to the aged philosopher Carlyle, "I
can only believe in a God who Goes somebhing.? With
a cry of pain ihe old man replied--"lie does nothingl®
Carlyles was evidently not conscious of God's personi=-
fication in Christ.

Jesus entered the world tthrough the normal process

of conceptlon and birth, except Ghabt [lis conception
was by the power of the Loly Spirit,

Joaus assoclabed mostly with goeod peoples

Josus was lgnorani of scme things because His mental
powers were limited hy Hig human povsonallbiy.

iecause Jesus was CGod, Iis divine powers protected

Him from experiencing the bitterness of life. Jesus

only “secemed" to be humane

The temptations of Jesus described in the Hew Testamentd

were probably not real temptatlons. For Jesus they
were not too peinful and difficult Go reslisto.

Jesug can lead groplng humanity tc (od because He
Limself was successful in discovering the Way. All
we have to do is follow kils example.

If Jesus 1s God-in-the~{lesh, then a religion which
politely ignores Hlm or tones down liis extreme claims

is an hoeonest and Srue religion.
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Let 56, Iuke, a doclor, speakt o you in His gospele-=chiapter 1:286-30.
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The Viltnoss of the Viord

your grasp of this wltness. o «
fiow did llary flrst respond to the angel's message?
What response did the angel want? Why?

Why do you suppose Jesus is called "the Son of the

Host High" and nobt "a Son of the HMost High"?

T b e Ry ﬁ :
In the cellect for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity we :
pray:

0 God, who declarest Thine almighty power
chiofly 1n showing mercy and pltye o o

e ——ee ———

Which words of the angel to lary are eciiced bhere in

the Colloet?
What then was bthe most powerful thing Cod ever did?

liow does CGod make use of lils power?

How let's take & snapshot look at Philippians 2:5=-1lls To help

you frame thie picture In your nind's eyee o o

1.

2e

Se

Heeshape verse 6 in your own words.

Jot down Ghe phrase-parallels between verses 0-5 and

the words of Ghe Nicene Creed which keynote this lessone
GCreeod ' Ve 68

one Lord Jesus Christ

came Jdown from heaven

and was made man

|11

what 1s to be our reasction te thetaction of God-in-

Christ pictured in the dynamic werds of this paragraph?
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The Vitness of the Lutheran Confesslons

Our churches teach that the Word-~-that ig Gthe Son of Ged,

did assume the human nabture in the womb of the blessed Virgin
lary, so thab there are btwo natures=-the divine end the humanee
insoparabily joined bogether in one Person, one Christ,

true God,

antd true Man,

who was born of the Virgin Mary,

Sruly suffered,
was crucilfied, dead, and buried.

~-The Augsburg Confeasion, Articls IIX
fhe Witnegss of Your Own Heaction

Toward (od In person=LHo=rerson worshipe o o o

Stir up our hearts, O Lord,

Go wake ready the way of Thine only~begotten Son,

sc that by kis coming we may be enabled to serve Thee
with pure mindgee

through the samoe Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord,

who liveth and reigneth wisth Thee and tho Holy Spirit,
ever one (od,

world without ende Amen.

~=The Collect for (he Second Sunday in Advent



CHAPTER VIII

PILOT LESEON IV: T BELILVE IN
ONE HOLY CHRISTIAN AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH

“Cannot a person be a Christian by reading his Bible and
tuning in to church services on TV without belonging to the
church," people ask, "Why can't I be a !'lone ranger'! and enjoy
my flight of the alone to the Alone?"

Js it really possible for a person to be a lone=wolf
Christian, a rugged individualist before God?

Well, can an ace pltcher win a baseball geme without
eight other men around?

Would a soldier look good 1n a one-man parade?

Doeg & finger live if it is amputated from the hand?

Does & four-year-old child fare well if he obeys an im-
pulse to pack up and trot off from home?

No, pltchers generslly lose, paraders sppear ridiculous,
fingers decay, end children die=-~if they go it alone. 4&nd
Christians are in danger of spiritual death I1f they persistently
cut themselves off from fellowship wlth other Christians, A
lone-wolf Christiesn is as self-contradictory as a one-man
college.

A Christien is celled to be & member of a team, When
Christ calls, “Follow me," you step out and march along with
the rest of His diseiples, You become part of the Body of
which Christ is the Head, You are adopted into a familly
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fellowshipe A4As a called Christian, you belong=-to the Churche
This calling topether by God is not an afterthought or an
extra. Fellowshlp btogethor ls essential for the life of the
Christiane.

God always calls people tc team up together. Go back to
your childhood days and Ghink of the times when the SHeams were
chosen for a softball gemes The captain would say, "I'll
pick George ond Sam and you ande o« « o You would all steg
ouf from line, and then the whole team would go to work to
wallop your opponents. Well, God has done scmething like &his

2

in calling out Lis people %o e a kind of teame. However, God

[

doog not select only the Lest gualiflied as a choosy capbain might

4o, and let she rest of the world go by In fact le calls
pecple not because Lthey are so good, but because He has a task
HEe wants them %o accomplish as a teame Terhaps when you were

chiogsen by the softball captain, you helped im plck She rest

of the teame. Cod, too, calls speclal psople in order that they

mizht be active and alert in bringing other people Go Ilim.
This is basically the story of the Eible--%he story of

God's calling a %eam, a famlly, a Churche For the bteginning

of the sterey of the Church 1t is not snough te say, "Back to

the HReformation,” or even "bamck Go the good old days of ihe
dew Tesﬁament." We must go back teo Abraham, or even back Lo
the Garden of lden and from there back to Gode The Church
begins with God and nobt with men having a bright ldea, not

with men forming a mutual admiration sccietye
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The story of the Church begins with the account of Ged's
creation of the universe and 1%s diffevent forms of life.
Then the human race, btelescoped inbo Adam and Eve, appears on

the scene. Goon, because of sin, the story narrows down. The

spotlight is Leamed on one small fraction of mankind, the Hebrew
people, which God singles out for a unique purposee God calls

Abraham, and later lloses, and after a thrilling rescue from

slavery, ile calls an entire race of people. Climactic in the

story is the gethoring of these called-out slaves at Mount

5inajl where Cod malkes. a covenan®t or personal relationship with :
His people. God promises them lils apecial care and concern, !
brovided Ghat they respond &o Iiis choosing by cwning up to Ills

law. The remainder of &the 0ld Tegtament fills out the record

lious world of men; the people of Israel were called %o te a
radiation center for Ued's Light and Lovees Bul strange to say
==in spite of God's undylng love and protection--they falled
more oif'ten then they succeeded. Cod's pride~filled people
failed so miserably in branching out o other nations that they
were cub down to size with the ax of CGod's Judgmente The trese
of Israel hecame a sbump; the people faithful to God's covenant
vlthered intc a minority remnant. Hut feeble cries for a
Deliverer were heard; a Rescuer was needed badlye

Then at the beglnning of tHe New Testameni era the spobt-
light focuses sharply upon one solltary figure: Christ. le

gives a rather "shocking" performance~-claiming te be God-in-Man,
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Insisting on His Suffering as she only way of rescue, defying
death by bursting from a rock-sealed grava. As ile begins
His ministry, obher figures come into the widening circle of

light, These are the dlsciples. After a few years they

spread out inbo the oman fapire; and theilr successors pene-
& 2 :

trate into practically every part of the world. This cubreach
is like an ongoing atomic-chain-reaction. CGod bursts into the
world in Christ, and people like you and me keep on conbacting
obhers with the Gospels Ged keeps on calling--you and you and
you, and the rest of us into the Church of Christ until the
end cof time. Then, wlth the rebturn of Christ, the fellowship
will be permanently closed.

Always, as you have noted, it 1s God who deces the choosing
and callinge Christ 1s the One wheo heads up the Churche This
is why the church is called "holy," and 1ts membvers sre called,
quite realistically, "sailnts" {(called-out ones)e.

nis is puzzling, for by no stretch of the imaginatlon
could we call ourselves "holy." "The Church is full of shabby
Christisns and even hypocrites,” folks say. Lut the Church's
holiness is not Gthe result of anybhing men do or do not do.

The church 1s holy because God has called this group of people
6o share iils life in Christ, and He has separabted them to be
ILis personal representatives on earth here and nowe God makes
us salnts, or noly ones, just as your team captain picked his
tean-nates--not necessarily because they wéra so good==but

because he liked them and wanted them to play on his teeme

i e A E ) )
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An inberruption comes now from a spectator in the balcony:
1f Cod is One, as Christiens mainbtain, and 1f one Chriet heads
up the_Church, wily are thers so many sectlons in the Church?
The Churchk looks scparated all right, but not separated for a
wn

purpose, just pla split up into denominations." Most likely

cl'l

s

the objector hails rom dmerica, where churches Ltry to sell
their wares on every sitreet corney in supermarket style, and
where we have "an e@cclesiastical zoo which exhibits all sorts
of rellglous wild life, eacl: specimen in i6s own separate
secctarian cage."

Again, ubls is a man-made boliche We men can cbscure Ghe
real unity of Lhe Church, which cught to be as close as that
between the Son of God and kis Haﬁher. ut the real oneness
can never be destroyed, for 1% is something which, like She
Church 1tself, le given by Gud, not manufactured by men.

let's try an illustratione A man from India vislits the
United States. As his gulde and hoat; you take him on an exten=-
sive gour through the forty-eight statess The tour completed,
he says, "I bave seen the States; now show me the United States
of imerica.” At Gthils point you cannot very well Gake him to
Yaghlngton and say, "This is the United States of America,"”
becauss after all, this is but the District of Columbla,
feither the Wiito licuse nor the ¥National Capltel bullding is
the United States of America. Nor is it Libe total collection
of States! <The great nation which is called the United States
of America is & Xind of "hidden" legal and cultural reslity

which includes and encompasses all the States but 1s also
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. gomething "more® or "obher® than a mere collection of Stabes.

. And any sbabe, to be a worthy part of the United States of

& America, must express in 158 own government and in the ideals

and culture of 1ts people thab greaber governmental reallity
which 1s the whole.d

So the more faithiully church dencminations express &the
reality that Christ alone 1s the Sevior and Lord of the world
and that lie comes to people bthrough the Werd and EBscraments
by the work of Ghe lioly Splrit, Lhe more falthful the churches
are to the one Church of Jesus Christe Wherever the good news
that Christ alone is Ghe Savieor of mankind ia‘taught there the
true Church exists. [The oneness of the Church 1s given through
the Word and Sacramentss. "The Church was cne before it was many.®

lherefore a group or a peraon brasks off from the Chureh
at the risk of decsy and deaths A person or a splinter-group
cannot stay alive spiritually if 1t 1s severed from Christ, any
more than your left blg toe can stay alive If it is ampubtated
from your fool. Ste Paul stresses this by calling the Church
the Body of Christe The Church bslongs to Christ; le is as
closely related to the Church as you are attached to your own
bodye Christ, the Head of the Church, i1s in heaven; Lils lody
1s on earth. Christ's Dody which i1s alive on earth is proof
that the liead 1s very much alive in heaven.

I% works out like this. You have e thinking head and =

working bodye. Your head decldes what your body does nexte.

Lilvin w, flognesa, His Increasing Church (Minneapolls:

Luther League Press, Cel957), pe 20,
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Mayhe your heud tells you to steer left at the next corner,
if you are drivinge. <“hen your amms go ahead and swing the
steering wheoel around. Just so, as Hthe liead of She Church,

Christ pguides and dlrects Idls Body. Whnen the whole Eody of

i
B
B
b3
L

Christ llstens to the Head, 1t does the same work Christ's
body did when it was on éar&h~—heala the sick in hospitals,
proclaims the Uospel, helps the poor and lonelye. Yhen parts
of the bwody refuse Lo hear the Head or fall to co-ordinate,
trouble comes. You would be in gquite a fix 1f your arms turned
the car right every time you c¢licked on the left hlinker. ;
b Only ase the whole Zody of Christ works togethor and listens
to she Lead can 1t functlion propsrly.

Another characteristic New Testament symbol for the
Chureh is the family-~the household of Gode The Tigure of
the family 1s homey enough and wi@e enough to pelnt out the

true functions of the Churche 4 minube ago, you probably

f‘ agreed that a teddler could not keep himself alive without

. bhe embracing love of his family. We shall use the pilcture

of the family Go describe how we Goddling Christlans are keph
alive and nourlshed wlthin the family-fellowslilip of the Church.

In the first place, Hhere is no family without its pedigrce,

LU USRS s

- no Church without its fabtbers in the falth. Our communiiy of

_~raihh hags not been gathered as &the result of common agreement
ﬁ;on a s6% of religicus ideas, as a HZobary Club mlght be orgen- -
i.

dzed by men with like-minded civic principles. You will pemember
gﬁhgt Coll 1s the one who has called us-~the same God who called

 ¥oses, the family of Israel, and the prophets. We too have
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agreed to let our common life be governed by lils covenant~Word.
To vecume a Chrisblian, therefore, is to become a Jew. Spliritu-
ally we ars Jemlbes.

But we also believe thabl &the crown and climex of Ged's
work Ghrough cur Jewish ancestors was asaccomplished in Jesus
Christe Ve belicve that what lie dild was done for us-—-iis
11lumining thls worldts darkness, Iis breaking the deadly
circle of self-love, and destroying death.

The Church, therefore, is rcoted 1n what Go¢ has done==-
wilthout our helpl

the Church with 1ts pedlgrese

[

niberits a treasure of femlily

lore and develops its own way of livinge The Church has a

stored-up herlbtaze of knowlsdge about God's weys and lis will
which 1s simply not accessible te research of any kind. It

1s the kind of knowledge which is avallable both to the wise
and to the simplees It iz secured not through mental striving
but by a kind of osmosis, by loyal and humble particlpation

in the Church's family life. lembers of the household of God
develop a style of living in much the same way as your children
pick up a pattern of behavior from your home. This style of
life=--not determined by a rigid how-Go-do-1% rulebook--we call
"love," self-sacriilcing love. ILove grows and warms as the
Church-family cenbters its life in Christ--until outsiders say,
“Pohold, how those Christisns love one another." Love-=-

mascular and long=lasting--ousht to be the trademark of the

household of God.

el
!
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Every family which cherishes Lbts common life prizes also
its family heirlooms, items usually of small store worth,
vhich yet unlte bthe gensrations and remind the family of 1%s
origins. The helrlooms of bthe Church-family are the Sacraments
of Beptism and Loly Communion. The homely ltems of water,
bread and wine are of slight market worth, but they link the
Clhristian people of each and every gensratione. Theée Sacranents
remind the Church of lits origin-~=-in Jesus Christ and Ghe Ged
who senit liim.

The Sacrament of Daptlsm declares delinitely thet this
child, this man, is a membsr of the Churcih-~family before he is
a nepber of any nation, class or race, that e ils a member of
a community of brobhors for whom Chrisé dled. And as long as
men think greatly of Christ's death, Sthey will think greatly
of this person's life in Christ, and nos despise his skine
color or income levele

The Sacrament of Communion, the bread broken and the wine
pourecd out, signals that all men are embraced in She new
bumanity created by Cod's love in Christ. Communion is more

than a gentlc reminder that we belong to the Church not on the
conditlon of perfeciicn or character reference, tut on the cone
Gition of Cod's forgiving grace.

The buman family clso marks its solidaribty by festivals

of unity in which ihe common life and ccmmcn joys are shared
and celebrstec. Yo come Sogetber for family reunions. and
80 in the Church we come logebher in our wershlp services %o

8trengthen our famlly 5les and to recall our famlly bhisbtory.

{ CONCORDIA SEMINARY

I LIBRARY

{ ST. LOUIS 5, MO.
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In song and story we celebrate God's mighty acts in bringing
our family Into helng.

And since the unilon of men with Cod 1s the union of men
with each other, we move oul btoward our falth-brothers at the
gams time. We are pulled btogether in love as we worshlip our
commion Fatnere ''he more we have in common with God the closer
we come Gogether on earth.. Ve use the phrase "communion of
saints” to eoxpress Lhils close meeting of like minds and
spiritisse Poople who enter into comumunicn with one enother

do not merely mest on the ountside edges of btheir lives, like

J

people who btallkk sbout the weabther Stogether; they meet at the

&
o

center of Ghelir 1ives, in the deepeat Ghings.

ihe surest way, then, to interlock your life with God and
the most pracilcal way to be unlited with other pesople--your
wife, children, employer, even your enemy--is to enter fully
into the epiris of these family festivals of the Church.
People ge% theilr best food for thelr bodles who geo to Ghelr
meals regularly and do not depend on the feood Ghey might harpen
o find hanging on trees or lylng on the ground. Those whose
spirits arsc best fed are those who use meat falthfully the
helps that God offers us in His Churchs "The famlly that prays
together stays together” rings true both for She human family
and the Church-familys

Te be honest, we also have Go mentlon that to particlpate
in the worship 1life of the Church involves you in a »iske "To
attend church is sbout the most dangerous thing anyone of us

Can possibly do. For this ls CGod's Church and Ee is here.
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This is Christ's Body and He 1s in Ghe midst. AL any moment
the sword of iHls Spirit may descend upon us to plerce the armor
of cur pride and self=-prigshteousness and gin and leave us naked
end defensecless. A% any hour His voice may sound in our hearis
and olectrify us Into action, sending us forth 5o challenge

the world and de babtle with Sho principalities and power

which seelr to rule 15.,"° A family, as strong and as solid

a8 1t might think 1tsell &o he, dare nevor become lulled to
sleep around the fireplace. There ocmes o time when the family

menbers must leave She warmbh and coziness of the homs and g

This brings us Gto the fifth function of the Church~-
outreach. VYour family invites the neighbors andé friends in to
share hospltallty and recreatlon. The Church-family too has
a command Lo go oube In fact the Church is fer more a battle-
statlon tnen o retreat-sanctuarye. The Church ls not a com=-
fortable club for clean-handed people whb have passed & post-
graduate course in plety. Its members ought to be plumbers and
executives, fisherman and tax.ccllectors,.paupers and millionalres,
monks, politlclans--cach at his own batitle station in the world,
reaching out with the Good Hews of Christ.

The calling action of Cod must go one The chain reaction
dare not be absorbed in the lead walls of incdifference. God

wants you @s a member of Eis Church-teem %o be busy calling

. Zohacles T Savdeson, fediscovering the Words of Falth
(New York: Auingdon Press, Cel996), De 71.
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othors for Capbtain Chriss, %o reach out with words so that
others migh% share your family fellowshkipe This you can do,
as poorly as you think yourself equipped; for the command of
Chriss to "gpo' is backed up with the promliase of His presence;
"I am wibth you always.” <Vou cannot be a silent Christian and
fail %o speak up for Christ any more than a lover can bs mum
about his beloved. You too can gossip the Gospel.

The Cburch veaciies oubt by getting mixed up in politics,
commuunity development, charitable work, and relliefl of people
in physical necd. "But religion and politics do nobt mix,”
beckles the voice from Lhe balconye iaybe scme religions do
not mix with politics, and azain some "wveliglions" {1like
Communiam) become purely polltlcale. Bub the religlon of Jesus
Christ does exert a bLealthy, "meddling" influence in community
lifes Jesus haed seme potent words 6o say about the Church as
a permeating, yeazt-like influence in the loaf of society and
the responsitility of glving to Caesar what is Caesar's.
Christ challenpges lay-pecple to work on school hoards, help
administor housing plans, run for public office, "needle"”
Congressmen, and pay taxes cheerfullye.

Lvery Churche-member ought e be awake to the world-wide
community to which he belongs and %o the world-wide mission
of the Body of Christ. Wien one of Kapoleon's genersls 1ln
She Egyptian campaign sceffed at a certain plan of procedures
as being "mere imagination," the Litsle Corporal flashed

backe~"Imagination, yes, bul imagination rules the worldl

Hombership in the Bedy of (hrist demands the use of imaginablong
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1% insists Ghat we summon up in the eye of the mind'the Tar-
flung fellowshlp which confessesthe Name of all MNames. We
need Gto be prayling for the desperate, hungry, uprooted Chinese
Christlan who only lately learned the Name Ghat can set this
world on fire, Ghe converted iindu Untouchable who has found

a new way of life and a new hope in Christ. We need the

global point of view, s plchture of the Church st least as big

age a Clnerama screen. +he old-time 30© screen of the theater

1s gone for goode And a person's narrow perspsctive on the

e

world gees cub for good whon Chriet comes ine

{0 come back home cnce more, we can capsule what we have

sald by sending you an invitabtion to partieipate in %the life

of Ghe one, holy Chrisitian Churcli. « o »

The Triune Code--Father, Son, and lioly Spirit
cordially invites you
6o beccme an adopbed member of the Church-ifamily
not because you are sc good, bus because Christ is good to you,

and Go participate fully in all the privileges of this family--

to share the family pedigree
to inherit the family lore and to live 1n love

to troasure She fomily teirlooms with the rest of the
family

to join in the reunions and to share the festivels of joy

to share in the privilege of speaking the Gospel of Christ
to the werld.
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Wwe invite you to become One with Us.

ReGoVePo (actively, intelligzently, wholeheartedly)
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Ihinklng I6 Through

Suppose Ghat you were a man-on-the-street reporter inter-
viewing people frem all psrlods of history. You asked guestions
about the Churcli of Christ and you received the following
responses. flace a check-mark afber the replises which reveal
that bthe person speaking understanGs what the Church is reslly
1lkeo
l. ™ihy stould I be so concerned about belonging to the

Church, when I cen walk in my garden alone, and Christ

will walk with me, and talk with me, and tell me I am His

2. "I regret that people call thenselves after my name. We
are nol Lubberans, but Christians. I am a wrebched
creaturc; Christ alone is our Lord and Leadear.®

That's right, I am a Jew and proud of it. CGod has glven

us His Law and we do a good job of obeying it Why last

wesk we made Lwo conver$s in Siclily. Of course we do have

a problem with all these scumy Roman tax collectors around

here. %hey even make a good Jew want to swear."

4s "Ghy don't the churches all get together and form a blg
organization like Ceneral Hobtors-e-more inrlusuce for good
that way, more money?"

8¢ "Christians are people who 'sow thelr wlld ocats during
the week and then go %o church once in a while %o pray

for a erop fallure.! Host church members I know are

bypocritess. I'm as good as any of Ghem."
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"Look ab how Gl.ose Christians love one asnother.”
"when I do go %o church on Christmas, Good Friday, and
Easter, I nover pgeb muéh out of the service."
¥our famlly was never really what you call 'happy! until
we worshipped Gogether in church every Sunday and started
fomily devotions in our home."
"Hach man's religion is lils own buslness. Xy boss goes to
the FPresbyberian Churche I'm a Lutheran. We're all goling
Go Ghe same place anywaye. Wiy talk about 1t7®
"Why yes, I am gled to be part of the Churches We might
not leook too fancy in what we do, but we are trylng to
telp people all over the world with the Gospel of Christ.

It i a privilege %Ho work for Him,"
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he Yitness of the Yord

In his letter Go the Ephesians, St%e Paul likens the Church

of Christ %o the human bodye As the Pody of Christ, the Church
has nearly the same function as the Church-family. The left
column bLelow, like a home movis In slow motlon, pictures Gthe
marks of an average {amily. The middle column briefly points

£

ous the corresponding traits of the Churchefamily. The third

column shifts to Lhe plcture of Gthe Body-of Chrlst and asks

[

you Ho sketeh (in your own words) the parallsl characteristics

of the Pody of Clrist as desgeribed in Zphesisns 4il~l6.
FALILY CLUHCL=Y AT LY HODY OF CHRIST
pedlgree codts calling action v. 1, k=12

in Christ, the nation of

Isrzel, and the Church

through the ages
style of living acbive love Ve 1l=3, 1318
treasured Haptism V. 4
telirlcoms Holy Communlion
festivals Commen worship Ve 15-18

The Lord's Supper
loving - world-wide kelp for Ve 16
ousreach: all people in need,

: atrenucus witness for
Christ
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The Wibness of the Lutheran Confesslons

Our churches teach thal cne holy Church lz %o continue forevers.
Phe Church is the congregation of saints,

An which &the Gospel 1s rightly taught,

and She Cacraments are righitly administered.

And %o the Srue unity of the Church

it is snough LL azrec concerning bthe doctrine of the Gospel

end the admini Su“ﬁulﬂn of the JSacramenis. :
lor is it necessary that humen traditions, '

that is, rites or ceremonies, instituted by men,

should ba every ,icrc alikoo.

As Paul Says: "One faith, cne uaouism,

one God and Fabher of us alle o o o

-=The Augsburg Confesalion, fArticle VII
fhe Witnoss of Your Own Heaction

Toward God in porson-Go-FPerson worships ¢ « o

Almighty God,

graciously behold &his Thy family,

for wiich our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed
and glven up into the hands of wicked men

and to suffer deail: upon the cross--

through the same Jesus Cbrist, Thy Son, our Lord,

who livest wnd reipgnest with Thee and the holy Spirld,

ever cne (od, world without end. Amen.

-=The Collect for Good Friday




CHAPTER IX
PILOT LESSON V: KISS]NG.AND COMMUNION

"I kiss my daughter in order to love her, as well as
because I love her," A Christisn thinker, Baron von Hilzel,
once mede this remark in commenting on the use of the sacraments
in Christienity., We might well begin our approach to the
mystery of Holy Communion by considering whaet these words mean,

L father kisses his daughter "because' he loves her, His
love neceds & form of expression, a way of showing itself, of
meking itself felt, A kiss can make love actual and real and
touchable,

A parent also kisses his child "in order to'" love her,
This, perhaps, ie not so obviously true, Kissing cen express
and chennel love, but cen 1t create love? Surely not, What
Elgel means is not that the kiss creates more love 1n himself.
He is saying rether thst the love-relationship between himself
and his deughter will grow with these outward expressions of
love--kisses, A kiss 1s 8 means by which a love-relationship
grows stronger, deepens, and warms,

Anyone who has been in love knows that love thrives on
actions, words, gifts, the contact of lips. "Love is as
communicative as fire, as busy and as active.," Love lives by
expression, If yoﬁ could measure love with a meter, like water
or electricity, you would say that there is more of it after

your act of love than before. Love between two people glows
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more brightly bthrough Ghe glve-andé-take of endearing words,
roses, chocolates, kisses, or a diamond ring.

With CGod and us 1t ls much the same way. Our mutual love=
relatlionst:ip lives by expression. God loves us wibth words and
things which we can see and hear and touche God glves us Iiis
Son-Jesus to hear ancd see, His Word about this Son to read, and
then to make firm this relationship with us He glves the
tangible sacraments of vapbtism and Holy Communion. As a father
kisses hils daughter, Gold conbacts us sacramentally in order bo
love ug, as well zs because He loves us.

Holy Communion 1s one vibal way by which God channels His
forgiving leve. It is o form of expression fer His great grace
in Christs God gives us this sacrament "in order to" love us.
iikc & kiss vebween father and child, communion does not create
love in Godls This is impossible, for God has alreasdy demonstrated
Bis measureless love--sven for Lis enemles--~in the crucifixion
of lis own Scne It is our own perscnal man=-to-God relationship
which grows and deepens as we recelve the oubtward expression
of God's love in Gthis sacrament. |

Like kissing with its many shades of meaning, and a
diamond with its sparkling facets, the Sacrament of the Altar
is a "many-splendoved thing." In communion there 1s a lot more

than meets the eyes Like a CARE package which contains a large

Gquentity of'concentrated food and which establishes a rela-

* tlonship of love and gratitude between distant peoples, the

bread and wine of communion contain concentrated apiritual

food and unite us with %od in thankfulness.
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How let us unwrap thls CARE package of communion. L6t us
look more closely at the gleaming facets of this cosbly gifs,
this "crystallizabtion® of God's loves

But how shall we procesd? We cannot plck apart this
mystery by using ouwr scientiflcally tralned minds or by
examining Ghe yeactless bread and fermented wine of communion
In & laboratory. We cannct demand a sclentific explanation
of Holy Communion any more than we can properly analyze love
or the value of a dismond ring.

God can take any one of His created elements and use 1%
sacramenbally, and because we are not C¢od, we cannot begin %o
grasp just how He goes ahout 1t. Teke, for example, the
rainhbow which in the Genesls story was glven to Hoah and his
relatives as a sign and pledge of the falthfulness of Uod.

We can elmost hear a Phe De investigator of the twenbtieth
century saying, "How we know the rainbow 1s a natural puenomenocn
of the polarization of 11566 by moisture in the alr; how can

1t prove anything about God?"

Speaking 5o this point, John Calvin, a sixteenth-century
theologian and the "founder” of the Presbyterlan Church, sald,
"If any davbler in philosophy, in order %o deride the simpli-
ity of our falth, contends that such a variety of colors is
the natural result of the refraction of the solar rays on an
Opposite cloud, we musi immeéiateiy acknowledge it; but at

the same %ime we will deride his stupidity in not acknowledging

God as the Lord and Governor of Nature, who uses all the

elements according te His will for the promotion of Ils own
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glory. If he had impressed simllar characters on the sun, on
the stars, cn the earth, and on stones, they would all have
been sacraments to us. Shall nobt God be able %o mark His
ereatvures with His Word bthat Lbhey may become sacraments, though

before they were mere elementa?™l

{n

0 a good starting place for the analysis of this sacra-

ment is not in a lasboratory. It might be better to come to

2 1 b |

the place where spiritual "slght"” ls more easily sttained--
in a divine worshly service. We might take a slow moticn look
at the words and the dramatic action of the Lutheran Communion

liturgy.
fhe pastor, whom we call the "celebrant,” speaks:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the seme night in which He
was betrayed, took bread;

and when e had given thanks,

He broke 1t and gave 1% to lis disciples,

saylng, "Take, eatb.

ihis Is my body--whichk ls given for you.

This do in remembrance of me."

After Hthe ssme manner He took Ghe cup

when e hed supped, :

and when BLe had glven thanks,

fle cave 1§ Go them,

saying, Firink ye all of 1%;

shie cup is the New Testament (Covenant) in my blood,
wiich 1s shed for you for the remission of sins.

This do, as oft as ye drink if, in remembrance of le.”

fere then in communion we are keeping & commanc, an order
from our Lord Jesus Christ. o other order in history has been
80 universally cheyed by so many peoples The Communion Service

at your church next Sunday is a direct descendant of the Last

. 1 = ‘
Guoted by Donald Me Baillle, The Theology of the
Sacraments (New York: Charles Seribner's Scns, Cel957), De 45.
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Supper of Jesus with lils dlsciples. With one or two exceptions
the Church has cheyed Christ's command to "do this in remembrance
of Him." Communion, as celebrated by the Church, is plainly
not an aubtomatic, hocus-pocus tradition, even though at times
it has been "maglcelly” obssrveds It is a throbbing part of
the Church®s 1life, as muck a part of the Church's life as your
family meels are part of your famlly life. The hoad of the
Church, Christ Himsel{ inatitubed this particular sacrament;
this is no bright idea of mero men.

If we really belicve (hat God was in Christ--facused and

a dynamic "Word," 1t 1s not too harﬁ o believe that the Sen
of God could promise His presence (His body and blood) through
the speaking of a creabtive worde So we believe that the bread
and wine which we receive are actually Ghe body and blood of
Christ. ©his 1s not crude cannibalism, bui faith in the word
of the living Christ. We have Lils word for it.

This diagram might pull your understanding of communion

in%o sharper focus:

CREATION THE FIRST LORD'S SUPFER

God speaks " The Son of (God speaks

"Phis is my body, no bloods ¢« o o
The disciples receive iiim.
Q “w!)r(l“

Christians through Ghe JLes
are sustained Ly His body and bleood.

and the universe \\\ ’
is creatbed. We receive Iim.
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What does 1% mean thal Jesus Christ is really present in
Holy Communion? 4s the ascended Christ lle "fills the universe,”
does He not? Ve say that Gud iz present everywuere. aAnd yeb
we also say thai God 1s wlbh those who trust and obey Him in a
way in which Ie is not wilh others. We say God is with Gheme
And we say bhat God's presence 1is wibh us mcre at some Glmes
than at cothers. We sposk of entering inbo lils presence in
vorshipe. The Hew Testament says &thabt wherever two or Ghree
are gathered together in the neme of Jasus, lie is there in the
midst of themes And then in apparently a further sense we speak
of the real Presence in the sacrament. What does it &ll mean?

The 1llustratlon of the magnifying gless and the sunlight,
which we used in apeaking of Jesus the Lord, can lei some light
throughh on this subject alsce Az sunllght beams down every-
wkere on 2 bright day, sc the resurrected Jesus, "sltting ab
God's pight hand® {which means everywhere)}, is closer to you
than your breathe

iowever, lie has chosen to focus Els presence in His Word
and in His sacraments. With the magnifylng glass you concen-
Grate the sun-réys in one burning spote In the tread and wine
of communien Jesus focuses Hils full presence. Ilere He comes
o us with iils intensely burning love. Christ meets us on our
cwn level, So communion is not an "it" bﬁt a %e"l

Again we may be becoming too "sclentific.” We sald thab

we come to believe through worship, so we had best continue

with the lisurgy.
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Following the "Words of Instituticn," the family of God

eings the Apnus Lel, before coming to the altar. Defore

-

,CJ
©

family meals we wash our handaz. A4t $his point Ghe congregation
asks Christ, bthe Lambh of Gold, o giva cleanness and wholeness,
We pray, "Lord, have mercy upon us, remcve the grime of our
guilt.*®

God answers bthis prayer by glving us the touchable and

tastable™ bLread @nd wine as a guarantee eof Hls promise Lo

jzgue.s To atbtempt an 1llustration,

-5

forgive-~for the sake o
let us aay that 3 friend promizes yoﬁ fif6y dollars, and you
are confident of that promise. Bul he also lnsists on giving
you a promissary note alﬁhough you reassure him that his word
ie enough. Usinz paper and ink, he incorporates his word in
these visihle elements. IHe does not Lhereby promise you
anothor fifty dellars or a differenu filty dollars. In Ghe
note you have the game fifty dollars in new or non-verbal
form=-a visible forme This makes the pvdmise more sure, solid,
and definite. This parallel to communion is clear. In com-
munion Ged malkes Lls promise of forgiveness more sure and solld
and visible,

We are ready now for the "Distribution." At this high
moment every cammunicant- receives the bedy and blood of
Christ with the bread and wine, not only spiritually by falth,
but also with she mouth of tke body. To us Christ comes in
Eis fullness!

tefore the communicants leave the Lord's Table, the

celetrant speaks these encouraging words: "iday this strengthen
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and preserve you in the trus faith unto life everlasting.”
This is a reminder that communion glvés strength and spiritual
vigor. The sacrament is cdesigned Lo keep ue golng spiritually,
to sustaein us on our march, while we welt Zor our Lord to come
agelne A vislt of a gensral b%o the front-lines will glve
incressed courage Lo the babtle-weary soldiers. So hers the

Captain of our salvation comes Lo us to belster us for our

presenti fight azainst Saban, evil, and cur own destructlvs
pride.

Being a faithful, loving Christian is a super-human Gask,
ané we nced guporbwian sbamina for this job. Often we fail and
falter. Yo pub% 1% clumally, CGod's géace is always "with us®
but we-are not a2lways "with 1t." Ve fall znd fall. So the
Gime comes when we nsed -culc,-anent and renewal mnd rs efresh-
ment. We commune with Christe.

When we come %o Holy Comounion, we do not recelve Chriss
for the first time or all over asgain, bub we receive, as i
were, a fresh infusicn of lis life. The snalogy. of a blood
Srensfusion i1s es apt es any anslogy can be. When you receive
a transfusion, the blood that is already in you is nourished
and renewsd by the blood you receive from without. In this
special conbtact with Christ in communion wo receive lim--Hls

Cvn personality powerful and working witbin our personalities.

The vigor of Lis 1life beccmes ours. Communlon, then, is high-

calorie food,.

After the Qistribution of Lthe bresd and wine we recognize

!,4“h&t this "galvation® which we have utaken intc our lives is




Pfor all pecple.” Chriet will not have us keeping Him to
curgelves llukc chlldren gelflshly hugging thelr toys. In
fact, we simply cannot Keep lim for our own privete properiy.
As it 1s blhe nabure of ligiht to Lreak cut snd shine everywhere,
80 the Light cf She werla geoes out e all men. When the sun=-
light focused threugh she magnifying gleass strikes the paper,
the paper catches {ire and burns 1liself up. Wnen She Christ
focused in communion comes Yo us, He intends that we catch fire
and burn ourselves up for iim by warming Ghe lives of other
people wilih ils love. Cbrist intends that we be active in a
spiritual cuhaln-rcaciéion. lils power sbrikes through to the
cenber of our perconalliles--through communion sspecially--
and Le wante us Lo move out then and get this Power Into Ghe
lives of people around us.

50 we pray that God "would strengtiien us « « « in fervent
love toward one another.” Ckristlans cre bound and linked %o
each obher at Lhe Lord'e AlSar, for communion i{s a fellowsiip
meal of the deepest and closest kinde Only as people are as
oné with Cod Shrough Chrisb can they really be ab one with
each other. The shortest distance between two people 1s
Ghrough Jesus. So we come bogether in ccmmmnion o come
Ltogether--periodi

King &rsbur and his knights always came together for a meal
before a risky mission. They looked at the king and af each

other. ang they received mubtual strength all arounds. Now we
are nob quite like gallant Christian knights, but we do have

to go through some rough-snd-tumble battles in life. We can
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be victorious in these battles only as we slay together in
Christ, as we come bSogethar ab the Iing's table, as we love
each other with forvenitly buralng lovs.
rings us back o where we started--to the
discussion of love and commuaion end kissing. We have looked

ab the shiny gift of lova wlich Ced gives tc us in communion;

we have caught the glint of its sparkling facebs.

There is only one propsr Staing left for us %o do--as

(6,

there s only one thing a loved one ought to do when love is
offered--nccent wlth gratlbtude Godls congenirated gift of love
in communion.

-

Jesus sald, "This dos + « «" It 18 up o us to say, "We

(".Oo - - @ )
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Thinking It Through

Please circle the "I" if the statement holds true, "P" if

falseo
< A
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Ls a kiss may be =z token of love and forglveness, so
the physical presence of Christ in communion assures
the believer of CGod's forgiveness and loves

As CGol once shared lils life with us in the body of a
Jewish carpenter-teacher, so He is able to share
HEimsel#® with us ncw in the bread and wine of com=-
muiione.

Defore He died, Houdini promised his friends that ke
would ccnbact them at regular intervals after his
deattis, Hub nothing was heard., Jesus Christ promised
His presence to Iils follcwers in Holy Communion. ILike
Houdini, lie cannot keep ils promise because He is
dead and gone, or at least invisible.

The freguency of our communing should depent on how
we foel about 1t--just as a sick man should see a
doctor cnly when he is in the moods

On lMemorial Day we recall the supreme sacrifice of
our war dead--mllitary men wbo have lald down Ghelr
lives for our freedom. It 1s good that we remember
Christ in Holy Communion by recalling His Supreme
Sacrifice for our freedcm from deabha

As medicine is for the 111, communion is for sinnerse.
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T P 7. DBeczuse Goi's forgiveness 1z frae-~for the gake of
Christ--we can approsch cemmunion with e "bargain

1 s b M [ e 136 L Wy Ty v e . LT -
bosemant™ attitudo. "He'll slways forglve," as the
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T F 8. The Lord's Supper might bscome moaningless to Chrise-

2 s} 2

;ians wiko parteke of it teo frequently. An overdose

1s Qungoerouse.

T F 94 UYrancis Tcott Yey was encouraged in the thick eof
baettle by the slight of the American flag, and he

Capner." Later someons

described this flag~--now in the Smithocnlan Institute:

*i.
Lo *

£ o mobk-~eabon flug, and a worme-caten polej
It doesn's lcok likely %o stir a man's soul.

) -9

fubt 2t's bhe deeds Hhat were done 'neath that
moth=-eatsn rag )
viken t(he pole wae a staff, and the rag was a flag.
Juast so, the little hunk of bread uné sip of wine 1in
the Lerd's Supper can "stir ocur sculs" and set us

.
fl

ginging-=-because ¢f the deeds done by Jesus Christ,
viio died on & vorm-gaten CroOSS.

T F 10. When communing, & Christlan should tkink of all the
people he knows whe should rot be communing wlbth him

because of thelr ocub-and-out sins.

(Note: the Hible study and confessional sectlons for
thls unit would be replaced by an adapsasion of Luther's
"Christian Cuestions and Answers for Those Who Intend to Go %o

the Sacrament,® printed in the Small Catechism.)

P ——
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The Wiltness of Your Own Reaction

0 :'r& God in person-to-Porson worshipe ¢ ¢ » =

Almighty and everlasting God, :

give unto us the incraase of fai.bh, hiops, and charity;
and that we nay obteln Stat which Teou c!osi; grmni&e,
make us o love unat which Thou dost emnﬁ; 3

~ through Jesup Christ our Lord

who 1iveth and relgneth witsh fhee and the Holy enw&; :
ever one God, world without end.  Amen. ;

-=TLe Collect Tor the ’I‘hi’rte‘enth Suﬁﬁdxraﬂ;er i‘ri&i&y

o 58
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APPERDIX A

Sample Wiuness by a Living Lutheran: I Eelieve in

One Loprd Jesus Christ

when I assert that Jesus Christ is Lord I am echoing the
most ancient and Gihwe most moedern of Christian creeds. The

primitive church saicds kyrios Christos, Christ is Lord. The

World Council of Churches in our day has as a touchsbone of
Christlan minimuns Gho affirmation that Jesus Christ 1s God

-

and Bavior. oul Lo assert, "I belleve in one Lord," Jesus

Chriet, I an geoins further; I an Gaking the answer from my
kead and making 1t one of my heart. How I am commitbed. Now
there dare be no osher Lord of my 1life bub onc--otherﬁise I
am also a liar,

I BELIEVE IE ONE IORD JESUS CHRIST

I assert tils despito the evidence of my own life which
constantly sees my honoring cbher lords--obhers wio have power
and authorlyy over my life. You may have different names for
your clay-footed tinegods, but we share a commitment o what-
over seems o sablasfy our hungerg end cravings here and now;
Bhe Lord Jesus Christe--sn historlical person of long ago, does
not seem Ho.

I BELIEVL IN ORE LORD JESUS CHRIST

I assert this despiie the evidence of my own calculatlonse
For when 1 really stop S0 think things through, I admit tbat_
I would kave dens things aifferently. I could have built e
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better case for
for Gthe one who
an obscure Lime
a fallure, ocne w
Lord?

I BELIEVE I

i% dosg not

I must out of ny

Ghe btruith; or
fellows? liave I
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I confess
these evidences.

alone in illness

rooms, at bedsldes and while preaching 1% as srus.

wondered whether 1

One Lord? uy

y Lord?
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lordsi ip for almost anyone else--certalnly nob
T4ook the form of a servant," a carpenter, in
and an out of the way place, a man in many ways
bo dles in apparent defeat. lie shall be my
N ONE LOHD JESUS CERIST
come easy, at first. If somecne sa&a it does
cwnt experience question whether he is telling
he cub of a different fabric than am I and my
ever believed Ghis 1f I have never doubbed 14?
N GUL LORD JESUS CHRIST

iis, for 1 can confess nobning else despite
I have Ghought about 1% in crowds at noon and

at three a.mn.; on moundalntops and in classe

I have

abould "pub all my eggs in one basket.”

Until I noblice the presumpition of the very

question 1tselff llow, as always, $o whom shall I go? The God
WLo both veils and reveals Himself in Christ refutes whatever

else I hold dear.

are all wrapped

88l %o me in resurrected triumphe

faith 1s 1sgels

become the roek

iy hopas, my ebhical declsions, my coneerns

ap in sbis sufferer on kis cross who shows bim-

The vision of the eye of

a gifts. The quicksand crystallizes. It does

on which all is built. Paseal had it righb:

T
The nheart bas 1ts reasons  « o

wwlartin B. Marby, Fhe D., Pastor of The Lutheran

Church of 4he Holy Spirit, Elk Grove Village, Illinocls




APPIIIDIX B

Sample Witness by a Living Lutheran:

What Holy Communion Neans to e

I don't understand Loly Communione.

How can the eabting of a smell wafer and the drinking of
a 8ip of the fruli of the vine have sny meaning? By every
standard of human lozle, 16 can'be

But Loly Communion doesn't depend on man's logic or on an
explanation of i&.

Decause Uhe lLely Spirlt has given me the faith to accent
the simple words Christ used when He institubted koly Communion,
I belleve thut in toly Communion the bread 1s Christ's btody and
the wine is Christ's blood, No obher words of explanation are
necessary, because no obher words could add meaning to the
aystery of ioly Communion whkich I accept by faithe

Leceuse I receive Christ's body and blood in Eoly Communion,
the sacrament 1s for me a falth-strengthening agent, a vigible
evidence of God's love for me.

Loly Communion is for me a seal, a guaraniee that the
wristen and spoken Word which I have been privileged e read
and hear during the tlmes between Lely Communion is backed by
the same sure promises of God as He evidenced when le sent His
80n ¢ be saerificed for me.

Flpally, hcly Communion is for me a remembrance of thab

Bacrifice. It reminds me that I nalled Jesus bo Ghe cross;
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that the gulilt of the sins I am still committing 1s washed
avay because of i.ls abonewment; that, Just as Jesus rose again
on Easter, I should, here and now, with the help of Gthe Holy

Spirit, rise Gu a newness of life.
~=llmer Lracmer, Zditor of The Lutheran Layman
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An Annotated List of Dasic bocks for Use by the Instructer

in Prevaration for CGulding the Confirmation Class

-

Ferrias, Theodore Parikcer. When I Became a Hane Hew York:
. .y e

Oxford Unilversity Press, 1B

~

Vigorous sermronic cssays which aptly contact and speak
%o Gthe basic problems of living = Extremely sympathetic
to the key questions which disturb the honest religlous
S6eKer.

Hoker, Milton Albert. Freparing for Church liembership, a
fastortis v for 2iblical and Catechetical Situdlies.
Priledelphla: liuhlenberg Press, 196G,

A helpfel gulde for gelning insight into the confirmand's
life sibuasbtion - Locates conbtact areas for the Gospel.

Helnecken, lartin J. .sasic Christisn Teachbingse. Philadelphlat
iuhlenberg Press, L349.

A penebratlng study for the stretehing of theologlcal
avareness - Sharpens the foel of ILutheran theolegy for the
layman,

funter, William i, God and You. Westwood, Yew Jersey, Fleming
ie nevell Company, 1987,

A skillfully constructed book by a Presbyterian pastor =
Liscusses the Apcstles! Creed with engaging literary style.

fickardson, 4lan. ihe Gospel and lledern Ihoughte Hew York:
Oxford University rress, 10006e

A sburdy, systematle series of ¢ssays which speak te Ghe
educated meodern = Gomes to grips with bhe earnest questlions
of the sclentviflcally orientated mane

Q2 A
“lmcox, Carroll.z. Living she Creed. Hew Yorks Merehouse-
Gorham, 1950. '

Structured Ly the Apostles'! Creed - Clear and concise pre=
esnfations of basle Christian doctrines for the educated
ana lntelloctually slert lnquirer.



APPENDIX D

-

An Annotated List of laslie Focks for Inclusion in the Parish

Library for the Confirmand's Use

Beck, Victor mmanuel. Uky I Am a ILutherans Hew York: Thomas
Helson and Scons, 1258.

A journalist's non-apologetic survey of varlous aspects
of Lutheran "culture“--history, dectrinal emphases,
educational principles, liturgy--Articles by leading Lubtherans

-

on the subject: "Why I Am a Lutheran."

Brown, iobert HeAfee. Jhe Zible Speaks to You. Phlladelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1Y55.

A aparkling and interest-catehing book written eoxpressly
for teenagers, bult so well written thab sny adult would
profit by reading 14 - The Gheology is vibrantly Christian
with a slight Yresbyterian slante

Gockel, Lerman, ILe Cross snd the Common Mane S5G. Louls:

T

Concordia Fublishing Louse, 1933

A popular, systematlc apologetic for the cenbral Christlan
Gospel - iloves in close to the nseds and condlition of the
"average? confirmande

Lewis! Ce 3o lere Chrisbienitye. liew York: The Macmlllan
Lompany, LYss. -

4drois apologebic for the full Christian falth - Clears the
underbrush for a forceful validation of the Church's belief.

Phillips, J. ©. Your God Is Tooc Small. Hew York: Macmillan
Company, 1954, - iR

4 careful snslysis of s number of lnadequabe conceptions

of God which narrows the possibllities for theistic beliefl
to the Christlan Uod - A constructive book which pencirates
the general religlosity of the times.

Traver, amos Johne A4 Lutheran hBandbooke Philadelphia: duhlenterg
BOBeA, 1056, - SRR A e il

Treats the central Lusheran docbrinmes, Iutheran bisbory aund
worship - Slort and compacte
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