
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1945 

Habits and Practices which Enhance or Deter Effectiveness in the Habits and Practices which Enhance or Deter Effectiveness in the 

Pulpit Pulpit 

Earl Edwin Weis 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_weise@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Weis, Earl Edwin, "Habits and Practices which Enhance or Deter Effectiveness in the Pulpit" (1945). 
Bachelor of Divinity. 137. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/137 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 



The r "quired insight into the needs ant probleJIII or 

the people will do E1on1eth1ng .fbr tl10 pieachcr. I t 11111 

give him e_ sor t or hWi1an soreen thl'OU£h which to peas .b1e 

material. I t ,111 �~� ve him e. new seleotton. I~ •111 help 

h1m choose the things i.b1oh have a hUlllllll dostina'tion an4 
42 

a humen origin. 'l'h1s 1ns11!1Jt '1111 mke the preao ,her 

conscious o:r bi g truths. It is the big truths ,hat beai. 

It 1£ hee.lin,;; that :111en need. 'J.'he:nt are puzzled an4 bur4ene4 

hearts 1n eve ,., congregation, whoee hurt p,rh8!)8 ta oon­

cealed under a -c,11sted smile: business 118D and womEID wllo 

are wo ried equally b y the problems or failure or 11uco•••; 

people with i narticulate prayers tor th& lite or soul or 
som, loved one: a home Yd. th e. great bte; hole in 1 t lb.at 

nothing ht•man can ever till: nameless sorrows ihat tear• 

can never ease , and people who keep living t hough they 

have nothing l eft to live for: memor1es that are Just om 
4~ 

lon~ing ache , or those t hat bite like venom. All th••• 

enumerated needs ce.rt ainly ere bi g in the ltves or the 

paopls in t be parish. 'l'hey raust be dealt d. ih in tbe 

11gb t ot God• s .,ord . Kennard. points out thst there le • 

strong temp ta ti on to acoomT!IOdate our t•ohing 1D t.a. 

mood of tha people; to make the Word only soinUllate 

when 1 t sb ould shine and burn; to consult people• a whima 

42. hal1'ord J!i• .L.Uocook, In thc1 iU.niater• s irorkshop. P• 80. 
43 • .ram.es Black, �~� 1gslii-y ot PreaaEli,,11, P• ii. 
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rath r then the1:1~ snts, to be popular rather '1lan 

power !"ul , · a t,;, a.voi s 1n.lc1nr- into ino1.gniticanca, no\ 

by the s tre ~Jtl:' ·w1 th . h 1ch t.·e breast tho tide, but by tile 

'"' li l,!htness W1 th o1, 1 ch t1 c float on the current. RoweTer, 

euch o r o eiure 1 u tt• rly d9nlora ble. 'l'he conaa1en\1oua 

preacl .!r :rust cl ul with th neode of the '!)ec>nla m • w&J' 

in keep1n- w1. th t ile1't" seriouones9. tt•a eaay to see how 

1m1)ortant a. per·t t hese neede -pley in ecblertng :really 

effective ft1nct1on1ng of tbe preacher in the pulp1 t. 

44. J. ::>pen" r Ken 12rd, P&ychio pm,er !!!, Pneob1ng I P• 8. 
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II . Preparation ot tho ~anuoor1p' 

A lll' ache1· ":7ho h a cJcvulo ea into £<n exae1,t1or.a11~ 

good pe~ kc 1• r.: ~ b · a hle 1.0 ..., t e='p into thtJ pulp1 t at'ter 

many years of' _preuchir,g and deli ver e. ser:11 ... n 111 thout any 

3>rev1 ouu 1 r eparr11,ior . Ile mi(!iht even be quite etreotivo. 

But no prE:.a. ~h e.1· co ul ~ <lo t hat t:ur:.dny c.1" to1' wundey end :..t11l 

9 if:f'ect1 ve in -.:;1,, pul •,:i i t . .;vel.'y r eacher :;.Utit dov-::lop 

prac tices ti • -r,o t ho r ~p.... t1 0n or 111L 1•1Ltr,uac1·ipt \\'hich 11111 

enbtmce i.1 er-::a, 1': nes i n the p ul i t. 

All tl!~ 'P l.·C?r,:£.rot i on s mln1. •. ter .n. ke s ro1· J:is ber •ton 

t !U t have ! J: :1 nt ir.i . i nd . :ra.1t.ir1.t:,; 

end ti.ere , \ Qiu: •. e t .:-. r i a l !'ro:.. e t'~w uoolu:, a ~seii!bl1r~ the 

mBtter 11 a _,•·:. ch~ni ce.l sor t. or \:a~• i~i~l m.:vur help the 

preael1ei· r. 1 t c a ~ er- on \.hn t c!.n be \!i'fe c tive i n &113 uense 

or the t srrJ . ne of the [:1•1.a1ar y functions or tile .rillnieter 

in the p1•ap~1y2 t10 n or is s e ·won ..r..ust ba lt6ditat1on. Ke 

must ke~p his ~holJ8h t .. ccll~c ted. lie must avoid e.ialeas 

rambli.r~ e l 01:z . 'He .ll.lU:. t t urc t i::?B out to conteapla te E..n4 

evaluott, tile pa.: s i ng str .. t..ir. or events. lie must conslder 

how he -z:ill m!.lke h11:1 ~r,;1lioa t1ons in the 11.;ht ot Scri1>turea. 

The ~1n1s ter = u · t con:;ide1· t he· specific noads of 1ihe time 

and see ho:: he can t i-e ut them in his sermon. Rather tll&IL 

aimlessl y n r i ting along the lines of' his text, he must 

•41 tat.a on tba 1:i.06 1
.; e t:rscti ve mrumer. ot ,>re sent:at1on ror 

the partic Ulur s ormo n bo 1s wr1 ting, and tho~ d a..:14• how 
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Ila oan use 1 t. Above all, he must plan a 4eep oona14era,1on 

or the text he 1s u s ing. 

In all his work, the .m1n1a1iar muat ratleal. He 4o•• 

a great de · 1 o:r reading. But reading ta ot 11 tU.e aYai.1 

lt lt is unaccompanied by thought. fte aame thing bo1cla 

true or observation. At the bo,ttom what 1• 1aportant; 1• 

•hat we ourselves do with the data we raoain. It •• 

clo nothing \71 th the data, we will have no_ 1claaa ot our 

own, nothing of' our own to aay, nothing to write. •ol­
•~rve • read, r e f'leot, reoord useful •tar1al--theae :tour 

things; and o:r the tour it .1a the th1r4, retleal, 'Cllal 
1 

1a the moat important." 

It a person wants to have something ot lnierea'- 'lo 

say, he must have a big store ot 11a:ter1a1 troa which 1o 

ahooae. The wa y to build up suoh a a tore 1a to be a ware 

ot th1nga--to meditate on them aa you obaene \hem. Tou 

must oapitalize on past expertenoe, pa71ng atteal1on to: 

1. Wbat you have done 
2. Vlhat you have read 
3. What you have 1mag1necl and 4reaa4 
4. What you have felt deeply 
5. What you have believed 
6. What you would like to do ·or aee clone 
7. rJhat you have heard other• tell about.8 

To these things tor the preacher there JllUllt be a44e4, ot 

course, oonetant, deep m41tat1on ot th• wom DI 004 whlcdl 

1a to be the canter ot hie meaaage. 

1. Thomas, Jlanoheater, Soo,t, Campo•lont1.!!, COllep 
Students, p. 9. 

I. Weaver, Borchers, Woolbert, Jl! !!! Better speeah, P• u,. 



so 

Carelessness is one th1116 tha, will quiokl7 da,ar 

etfectiveness in the pulpit. It 1■ ea11ll7 :reoognized by 

congregations. First, the message lo••• i ta impaot.­

Seoondly , criticism begins. It robs or "1le proriolency 
3 

every one hopes to acquire. The aareleaaeaa •1 be in 

a number ot departments. Perhaps it is the appearance or 

the preacher that is careless. JiaJ'be 1 l is hi• 4al1ver:,.· 

Otten 1 t is the organization o~ the aermon material tha1; 

is careless. \ihen the organization is oarelaaa. the reaui• 

is that the preacher doesn• ·t Jmow Just when he is or llha1; 

he is t1.•ying to do. Thu result ot that again is that he 

tends to go on end on in big oircles1 making the sermon 

unduly involved and tar too long. Mulloia, Chaplain 1io 

the Emperor Napoleon III. and iUsaiona:ry .A.postolic, alrea4:, 

in the year 186? noted the detrimental etteots or a long, 

1nvolvec1 se1·.mon. "La11g sermons bore us, n says )l. de 

Cormemn, "and when a Frenchman is bored, he leaves the 

place and g oes away. It he cannot tal.k, he yawna and :tall■ 

" asleep. Anyhow, he declares that he will. 110t aome again.• 

JIUll.ois explains then that the sermon should be shart. 

At any rate, 1 t must never bore. 

In order to avoid oarelesaness, the minister slloul.4 

plan each se:mon oamtully. Be should. see to it tJlat hill 

·1ntroduc.tt.on prepares tbe hearer for what is to aou. 1, 
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should take his needa into cou1deraUon. The main boel7 

BhoUl.d 1mpreaa on his miDcl and hear, 'the m1e t aapeota or 
the chosen truth. The closing warcla ahould am4 h1a forth 

•i th a firm resolve to do the will ot Gal •• 1 t haa b•n 
5 

revealed. In order to have the DB ter1al organized to 

accomplish those goals, a good, clear outline 1a eaaential. 

a ny speaker in preparing a speech s hould always first maka 

an outline. Be may not use the outlim while he la deliver­

ing the spe,ech, but it Will aid h1·m in ordering hia thoughla. 

It will help him to concentrate on hia JDl!d.n point and 
6 

prevent sea ttered thinking. In his preparation tor a aermma, 

the p.ree.che r wil_l need good outlines. It is a good praotioe 

to draw U1) a tentat1 ve outlim n.rat and 1ncorpora1ie tlle 

important points in 1 t. Than attar the whole ma 'tter 1a 

SiV3D mare consideration, a complete outline should be . 

writ ten which contains the entire plan ot the a.-m,on alld. 

all the material to be brought in. 

In arransing the outline, an indispensable ad:nnup 

is movement. Balford E. Luaoock &aJII that an7 d1aoour1f1! 

dea1gmd to win and then hold att~ \ton must haTe movement. 

The eye aDcl the mind ara made to follow mwam.en t involuntal'ilJ; 

and the preacher hac! better remember that t'aot. P•op1e•a 

attention will t'ollow a aemon aa 1018 •• it 1a maYiJl4'• 
'I 

As soon ae 1 t stops, they relax as it the plot had aeggecl. 

5 • Andrew Vi . Blackwood, Preaabll h'O.m the Bible, P• 18' .. 
6. Weaver, Borchers, woolberi,e It•• iiitar speeoh, p. 898. 
'I. Bal:f'or4 .:. Luooook, !!! .!!!! Jiliil'aiii'•a fiorkabop, p. l.88. 



Dr. Graebner expresses th1a same 14ea in h1a Ilduol1Ye 

.B.omile tics, i'lhere he states tbat ":ln•er7 aeza,n then 

must be progress from part to part;, 11114 al:l parts mual 

be interrelated in such a way as to t1n4 lhelr Wl:ltJ' 
8 

in the sermon-subject or thema. 11 
.. 

If you have a good, olaar, log1oal cllv18lon 1D ;rour 

sermon, never hide the di Visions or :ta11 to mabl them known. 

From a purely homiletiaal point ot v1ew, the anno1111aem.enl 

of subject and parts is to be reoommended. Tm at\14:le4 

avoidance o f such announcements 1ai not 1D aooor4 •1th tbl 

practice of the great preachers, but 1 t 1• a regret;table 

• ooncees1on to the manner or present-day aeot;ar:lan preaob111g. 

There are some hyper-sensitive preachers Ibo 1ih1Dk lhat it 1a 

artistic to conceal diviaiona as tt the7 ••• soma1ih1ng 

indecent, or at leaut indelicate. But they are :tar trm 

right. Black quo-tea PalaJ as saying that 11a d:laoourae . 
which reJects these aids to perspiou:lty ma;r turn out• 

bewildered rhapsody, •1 thout aim or ettao,, arder or oon-
10 

olusion." ti hen ·d1v1a1ons are nat;ur&llJ' there--aml tll•J' 

certainly should be then--for oJ.earneaa 1.o yourself alllll 

otha rs, announce them frankly. 

In this matter of organizall.on, un:lt1 • l• TR7 J.~ 

portent • ill digressions trom tha principal thought _o:t 

the sermon are to be exoluda4. ID ihe :ln41V14ual. paragrapb, 

a. Th. Graebner, Induo1.1Ye Homi_letioe, III, P• •• 
9. Th. Graebner, fictuoiive Doiiieiia■, II, P• '• 

lQ • .Tames Black, The .11Yaler1 ot Preaoiuy, P• 90. 



it ls otten good to atate the main thought in• alear 

sentence. This sentence may be plaoed at the N1nning 

ot the paragraph, and then explatmcl, 1llut;raa4, prove4, 

or contradicted. It may also be "plaoed at the end. B7 

such a topic sentence, the heuer 1a advised ot t;he aubJeot 

or the discussion; and as sentence attar sentenoe paaaea 

him, he can relate 1t to the topic. But ir the aubJeo, 

is not announced, the individual sentences must be kept 

in mind until the reader catches the dr1tt ot ·1ibe dia-
11 

cussion. Clarity 1s the import.ant thing and it mut 

be achieved it the hearers are to gain from Ula sermon. 

Repitition, too, will often help to make matters clear. 

Dr. Graebner sa~a that young preacher■ often 811Jlounoe a 

thing once and think that it "ia suttiolent. The:, 4on•t 

seem to realize that rap1t1t1on ls essential. "Line upon 

line, and precept upon precept, here a little and there 
12 

a little, is the abiding law." 'l'hat doean•t man that 

everything 1s supposed to be repitition, or even that 

everything must be repeated. But it mean■ that the idea■ 

which are most necessary must be 1mpreaaed. upon the minds 

or the people by rep1t1t1on and in other ways. lt the 

ater1a1 ot the sermon 1a wll-organ1ze4 and planned to 

gain the interest ot the hearers, 1t will greatly ellhance 

ettaotivenaaa in the pulpit. · 

11. ~h. Graebner, Inductive lio.mlle,1ca. III, P• 10 
12. ll!!· 1 P• 21 • 

• 



In preparation o:t the aermn manuaoript, 1, 1• ver7 

important to give consideration to the at7l.e and ooapoallloll 

used. A slovenly style will OlllJ' deter et't'eolivemaa ill 

the pUl.pi t. A brisk, clean style w111 do muoh to •• Iha 

••ssage e f'f'ective. In ordinary apeak111g, l t la lmporMlll 

to have something worthwhile to say ln order to hold 

attention. The preacher doean.' t have this problem. Be 

always has something worthwhile and even. eaaential to aa7. 

His message 1s baaed on the n'ord ot God an4 alw117a shcnra · 

his listeners the one thing needful. But the min1sar muat 

always be certain that he 1s treat1Dg his aermon ill a worth­

rchile manner. He must Jmow that he is read1 to do •• goo4 

a Job or presentation as he possibly can. 1'o thia •114• 

caretul attention as to his style and 00mpod1on 1a im­

portant. 

Every et:tective preacher will haw to de'8rm11le for 

himself the ideal s1 tuatlon as to style. Be nn.aat kllow tha, 

1 t oannot be crude. Yet, 11; cannot be so brilliant that 1, 

attracts attention to the mode 1 taelt' at the expense ot the 

subject. As t'ar as the laJJguage 1a oollceme,d, lt 4oea 110t 

have to be dull. It 1an • t ,rieceaaary that the • preacher 

descend to that which is low Bild tr1Tia1, muoh lea• to 

that which ia vulgar in order 'lo praaoh •plain" ~ermona. 

On the other hand, aiaple language ia equal.1¥ ~ar ren:ow4 

·trom h1gh-aowacl1ng phrase■, atrlnga ot' auperlatlT•f• 8114 

ever: · t'o1'211. ot exagerati on. Colloernillg li tenry ■t7.le 1n 



general, Russell D. Snyder states that it is 11ka an1 

other style. The wll-dresaed ·man 1s that JEn wboae 

clothing is neat, but still does not draw attention to 

itself. If you meet him, you should tael his warm ham­

clasp • see h·1s gleam.ins eyes and hie tr1endly 111111le; 

but you should not notice his dress. You should aee tba 

mn, not his clothing. The same thing should hold true 

in preaching. The only go.od sty.la tar the pul.pi t 1a 

that style that never attracts attention to 1taelt. The 

hearer ohould be intent upon the truth 1ibat 1a being spoken, 

but he should not even be aware or the medium through •h1oh 

it 1s com1ns to him. A literary sty.la my at1iraot atte~tion 

either because it 1s toQ shabby, er beaauae it is too gaudy 

or rhetorical. says Snyder: 

The preacher who does not know how to handle 
i10rds, VJhose style l.1mps along like a Model 
T Ford, on one cJ11nder and three flat tires, 
has my sympathy; I know from e%per1ence Ju■t 
how he reels. on the other hand, the preacher 
who knows too much about words and too many 
0£ them, from whose lips they tall .iD a 
torrent, like a cataract ln the rainy season, 
has my prayers; he needs th•• In either 
case the mind or the hearer is diverted tram. 
the mesf!!Se to the manner• aDl that is 
tras1c. 

Craig s uppl1ea a desoJ'.lpti ve term. Be sugges a tlla 1; 
l.4 

the preaoher strive to achieve negative aapabllit7. 

13. Ruasell D. Snyder, ·Reality 1D Praaah1Df;. P• 33 -r. 
l.4. Yilllam c. Craig, Th PraaoTii'r•a voloa, P• a. 
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By that expression he me&DS tha ab111t7 to ooJDa1uniaaw 

thought w1 thout any d1atraot1on thmugh manner or unuaual 

f'e&ture of expression. Any part ot the sermon deliver7 

may oall attention to itsolt. If it doae, it inlertarea 

with commun1cat 1on. Raspy voice, ainsing to tba audience 

(~ul~it tone), assumed atrectat1on, or awkwtrdmaa or voloe 

or body or botli are dangerous. Theatrical ezllib1 tlon ahoul4 . 

be untholJ6ht ot. All these things dater ef'teot1veneaa ln 

the puluit. On the other hand, 1t should a1waya be re­

member~d that s ermons must be adapted to the subject-

matter ot Chris tian pra ach1ng. Thia preaching deals w1 th 

issues of the highest im,o~tanoe to every 11v1118 person. 

Therefore the lang uage used must always praaerva a moa, 

dignified form. The language or the Bible gives the ex­

ample. It is the higl'!eat form. of' sublime atyle 1n all 

11 terature . That language should be reflected 1n the 
15 

sermon • 

.Another requ131ta tor good style is tbat tha language 

be adapted t~ the hearers. It should ••t their intellectual. 

level and be su1 tad to the area in wh1oh they live. Preaoh­

ing always must presuppose an eu41enoe. Ehn 4ur1ng th• 

preparation 1n the study, there should be the shad.ow or 

a listening people. To forget them 1n the preparation 1• 

the crime next only to forgetting God.. The people muat be 

15~ Tll. Graebner, In4uot1ve Hom1letica, III, P• 11,. 
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the most regula tive 1ih1ng in tbs ser:cion preparation. The 

tor.m, colour, and tone ot preaob1.ng mw.t be pzeaaribed bJ' 

a cons1derat1on or them. otherwise, the ae:rmon could be 

Jus t an essay or an artiolo. 'l'he ta1lure ot a great man7 

sermons 1 s th3 .ta ct that they ba'Ve t oo little rela1i1on 

to the audience. Even if' they tU1·niah e.xaellent material, 

they ar_ v,orth but 11 ttle as sermons if' they don• t reaah 

the peopl e :t'or ;,vhom they ara written. Tharet"ore, in everJ' 

preacher• s study should stand "this shado" 01" a 11alan1.ag 
16 

people." Mullo1s, in France in 186'1, realized thia aama 

tact. lie ne. de clear that :ror etreottveneas in the pulpit, 

the111e must be Joinsd to a profound kno11ledge ot r'el.igion, 

a profound k no\· ledg e of human1 t :,-. li'-' said that to speak 

trnnkly , people a r e not known; not even b:, the most keen.­

sight e d individuals. They ara studied only supert1o1al.ly, 
l. 'I 

in books, in the newspapers, or t htW are not studied at al.l.. 

lilullois suggests that the essential rule of el.oquenoe 

should be chal.'1ty. 'l'o address man well., thsy must be l.OYed. 
18 

Lo'Ve is the secret of li'v e l.y and attec1aial. preaohing. 

It should prompt 'the preacher to g1v,, close conaidara1.1on 

to thoae people he is serving that he •n preach to th• 

1n a most effe ctive .manner. 

Any speaker mus ·t adapt .b.illlsalt to h1s a wl1anoe. B• 

muat bow the physical charaoter1st1oa. Ii.a muat aak him-

16. James Black, ~he .i!IY'&t«rf ot Pr&ach1n9, P• 39. 
1'1 • .M. L'a'bbe Is1dora1Thiio s-;-Tha Clergy.!!!!!~ Pulp11i, P• 14. 
18. Ibid., P• 15. -



selt of the au,Uence: 

1. How large will it be? 
2. ,ha t age groups will be present-and 1n what 

proportions? 

58 

3. \ hioh sex will predom1na1ie--ancl in llha1; axtea,, 
4 . \,hnt will b e the phys1oal statue or tile aucl1 tor■? 

a. \rill they be tirttd trom a day ot hard labor? 
b. ~111 thej be tired from a loig preceding 

program·/ 
c. Will thoy be lethargic from having just 

eaten heartily? 
d. Will they be ulert and excited--eager 

ror a ct1on? l9 

The preacher ,1lll kn<?"R thase taota of' his own congregation. 

He Will have what 011 ver oaUs a "•eleote$1 audienoa•--ona 

oons1s ting or :rre mber s who are all assembled w1 th a common 

interest, as at a meeting ot a lodge, a aen1oe ol.ub, a 
20 

labor union I or a ch ur oh. · 

'l1he speaker should reD&mber 1.bat 1n no matter wha'I; 

kind of an audience he has, he must mow almpl1o11i7 and 

directness ot address, both 1b. vocabulary and in 

rhetoric. 'l'he preacher shald be oonv1noed that hi■ 

sermon cannot be compl1oa ted, but •1n addreaaing all 

sorts or people I some ot whom are unoul. lured, tile m1J11a1ier 
21 

should make every nessage simple an4 attraative.• zu■, 

what leve l of intelligence can the preacher figure on 

appealing to in his sermon? Years -ago, 1 t was 4 ot1D1 tel7 

the seventh and e ighth grade level., but now he aan appeal .. 
to the high-school level in moat OOIIUllUD1 t1u. But Ile mu■ , 

19. Robert T. Oliver, The psychology .!!t, perauaa1'Y8 SJ!!!all., P• 211. 
20. Ibid., P• 299. -
21 • .Andraw n. Blackwood, ?reaol:ling £!:!!!! ~ BlblB, P• 1.09. 



sea -co it that his sermon ie plain enough and a1m.ple enougll 

to be unde rstood b:, all hie, listeners. It 1• a good. 14e• 
. . 

to ·presume t hat the p~ople you are addreesing kDDlf littla 

about your subJec t. blen IJ1'ten make the .m181iaka ot assuming 

special theological and general Nl1g1oua kDowleqe in 11m 

w1 th their o::n on iihe part ot their hearers. Thay uaa 

terms of theolog y wh1ob they tbamaalva■ ar-wii don•t tul~ 

understand. But lihe pwaohar should naTer uae a term 

ev~n 1.f it i s oomnx:,n in ilia ogn thinking. W.n1a1;era talk 

together about the .Pentateuoh and the Synoptio Gos_pel.8~ 

about Eschatology or the Divine Attributes: and 1 t 1a 

so.ta to say that to the average hearar those tar.ma are 
28 

only "contusion worse oontoumed." The preacher has DO 

right to assume that he is displa,ilg ignorance by usiDg 

simple l anguage. ~u1te the opposite is ,;he aaue~ Fimt 

use of s1m,Pl e l a l'lguage baa oeen made by tha finest in­

tellectual speakers. James Blaak calls to a,,ent1on 

the tact that John Bright and Abraham LimolD proved •ha• 
a "pie ce or power" simple language is 1n the bani a of an 

ezpert. The Gottysburi Address ot Lin.oeln 1a a ••tar-
~ 

pieoe of s1mpl1cit,Y and narvellous ei'teot. L1llll•1•• 

the best e t:rmons are the ones Y.tliah are writ•an fn a 

simple , clear style. A sty.la adapted to '1B level ot Ila 

22. James Black, .a2'!!, Ja.Yatary .2!_ Pre&ohing. P• l>S. 
23. Ibid., P• 116. 



hearers and to their needs la tba one at,.18 that "11.1 

enhance ef1ectivemaa in the pulpi -c. 

The speaker must have II good. ohoiae ot worcla at hia 

OOIDIIBDd. Thoue;h t 1s expressed bJ means ot worcla,. •••11. 

if words are f:l)oken in umaodulaa4 tones• 1.he,- will baw 

a naan1ng 01· r;hemaelvee. 'l'hough1.s and. word.a an cl.oael.7 

related. lteeling, pa.aid.on, aent1.mnt, ancl emotion a:re 
2" . 

all expressed through wards.. words are our •1111.elleo"t.ual 

counte2·a 1 the standard coinage tor the e.iccl:uulge of idea. 

Clearness• here• depends on one or 1.m tb111.ga: ahiet among 

them is the employmnt of' plain, simple Anglo-Sazon 
25 

words, accura tely and delicately used.• .&r1a1.otle 

points out tba t language is oompaee4 ot name-word■, 

that is• nouns and adjectives, and verbs. lie 0011."t.inuea 

by saying that the speaker l!boul.4 uae ran word.a, com.poUDd. 

words, and coined words ·sparingly and seldom, tar 

they diverge too far rrom custom toward the extre.118 or 
excess.. In langmge that ta apoken, only the aurrent 

term, the ·dit;t1not1ve nar,a, encl meaphora oan be uae4 
26 

to advantage. Thia applies Tary det1ni'8ly to 'Che 

words a minister should uaa in the aer111011.. He lboulcl 

uao the pl:a1n, simple, euo"t. nouns an4,arb■ lo ezpr••• 
I 

the simple truth a ha must teaab. Soma p:reacbers use 

vulgariama, thinking that they are ■&king an 1mpre■&1011. 

24. Joshua Bryan Lee, Public 8-ald.~ P• aa. 
25. Jamee Blaok, 'the ~tort or Pre& 1u, P• 116. 
26. Lane Cooper, 'l'he 7itior o or l.Haio e. P• 188. 


