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Preface 

The chief sources of material were fron the Pri tzlaff Mer:ioria.l 

Library of Concordia Theological Semin.aryt St. Louis. Missimri; the 

Kideley Library of Waahineton University, St. Louis, Missouri; the 

St. Louis Municipal Library; and the main library of the Uni'Versity of 

Hd.lelberg, Germany. 



z. - - - - - - - - - - - - - Jrl.yger lp.f&!be (~langen JW.tion) 
of Luther's Works. 

Lenker Tr. - - - - - - - - - The writings of Dr. M&rtin Inther 1n 
laglish language. edited. byJ. •• Lenk-er. 

Phil. m. - - - - - - - - - !he Philadelphia lldi tion of Lu:taer• s Wo-rk&. 

s.L. - - - - .. - - - - - - - St. Louis Mitioa (Genaa) et Inther•• Works. 

w. - - - - - - - - - - - - f21parer Au.gab• (Weimar ld1 tioa) of Luther• s 
Works. 

lf. TR. - - - - - - - - - - - Luther'• fiadlredg (!able-!al.ka) in the 
Weillar lW.1 tion of hls Works. 

v. :Br. - - - - - - - - - - - lJlther' a Lettera in the Weimar Jld:1 tion 
of his Worn. 

W. Bibel ~ •• - - - - - - - Luther•• Bible 1n. the Weimar Jld:ition of 
his V•rks. 

Wal. 
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time, throughout his vritin&s, both exegetical and re:f'ormational, in his 

private discourse!, and through his private and public life. 

An interesting but ironical question is, then, despite such a great 

possibility of discovering in htther a well-developed philosophy of edu

cation, why is there no such work worthy of mentioning among mtherane? 

Age.in, why is there no well-rounded theory of education, or an integrated. 

unified and complete system of educational philosophy,4 aueed upon by 

the :followers of Luther? The answer mu.st be sought in the :following con-

sidera tions. 

Indeed, Luther wrote several stirring works tba. t classify as pedagog

ical writinge;S and no less than .54 talks of his Tisch.red.en haYe education

al content, since they set forth his ideas of children and their education, 

teachers, method of teaching, and schools of various grades. liotwi thstand

ing, Luther never wrote a volume on the theme "Philosophy of education," 

nor did he publish a single text book or guide book on education, 1 ts 

:philosophy and methods. His views of education are scattered throughout 

his pedagogical, theological., exegetical, reformational wri tines, his 

private discourses and letters. The aim of all his writings -.a didactic 

in one way or another. In fact, the emphasis on education w.s one of the 

4 
F.dwin. H. Rian, Christiani t:y ~ American !duea. tion ( San An ton:l.o • 

Texas: The Naylor Company, 1949), p. 205. 

5Three of the a:,st significant writings are: The address to the 
German nobility in 1520; the Letter to the Germen Councilmen in behalf 
of Christian Schools 1n 1524; the Sermon on Sending children to School 
in 1530, and the Catechisms. 



principle• of th Eaton& tion. 6 • factor oomplicat • 

u r• to ho vbo •tud.7 Io. r• • pedagogical Ti •• 

jtJ.o di f1 t7 1D. Lu r 11 th peculiar atyle of hi vr1 t~, 

M1i • De11pite loud 0%'7 Zu :Luther n.ra.eckl I thrcraoiout tu 

C ••• 1 co reheD-

11T ad e:rheut1Te17, 1D.clu4.inc all pba • of hie teacbh«, 

b quot aD4 in eJ:pr tecl b,- hi• 

ra and hie me e• alilt for their OWJl :vu.tap• to Jutitr their 

re tiYe point• of Tie • Luther'• concr te h11toriaal alluaion•, can-

Yiolent ~ eeei na, br1111ant illu• rat1one, real.11tic metaphor•, 

•, all the•• 

ev r, factor• 1ometime cau.e con.aid bl• clittti-

cul 7 tor the int rpr ter trie• to ap mat Luther really -.na. 

J. t.h r p bl• •rl••• th co11plu na of th Bator tion. 

6ct. ter JI. »e , Luthery llr!MBW'l ~ ill the .:::;;Uc=1:.:;.;:;~ 
Stat (S • Lo 11 Con.oo:d.ia Pa.bll1hi.Dg Houee, 19.39), P• s. 

8ob1ene the 1t,te of Iuther'• writing espee1all,- 1n h11 •sermon 
on e Mount,• I&\b•r'• , rican edition, edited b7 Jaro1laY 

lilcan (St. Louie: Co11COrcl1a Publlahizac Houae, 19.56), m, 1-284. 
her• to have a apeci&l !ondn••• tor the gro•• at 8J1Dl>ol• of • 

on u.am1>l• ~. Ct. • 20, .3:,4 tf.1 Luther pictuN• God 
a ti1hert111n; Christ th hook an4 bait, Md derll a• the flab. 
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fhi• aoveaent vaa the most :f'aZ1-reS4b1ng, many-sided. and pro!oun4 awakening 

1n the hiator,' of the westera world. lfo aspect of hl:1-.n pereonalit7 and 

life was untouched by it. It involved poll tical, economic, religious. 

moral., ph1loaoph1-cal., literal, educational, and institutional changes 

of the most sweeping character.9 '!'he chief champion of this movement 

va.a, of course, the for.mer .A.u&u,atinian friar Marta Luther. A etudy ot 

him., therefore, aay mean. an 1nvo1Tement in the ff.tlous problems of hia 

time, and, oonsequ.entl.y', a dealing vi th his attitude to'Al'4 thoae phaaea 

of the Reformation. Luther-study is one of the moat complicated area.a 

of research. 

Luther• a view on education 1n particular have not received the 

attention, concern and interest they really aeri t, 'by both Intherans and. 

non-Lu.therana. 10 Studies of Luther'• educatiOJLB.1 vieV8 are few, a.n4 ~od 

studies eTen f'ever. u il though a eoneiderabl~ nuaber ot stud.iea deal with 

9 Cf. Frederick lby, and Charles r. Arrowood, The DevelopDellt 91.. 
Modern lducation (1iev York: Prentice-Ball, Inc., 1934), P• 29. 

10:Ra1]11()nd H. I.each, 'Luther and this new Education,• School .YI. 
Socie;tz. XXXVIII (December 16, 1933), 805. 

~e author has checked the issues, between l900-S2, of Jahrep
veneichnie der !A den deuteehep. Jiaivereitaet;s !mi Hochsclm.l~ lt-
1clµanenen Schrit'ts (publillhed in :Berlin and Leipsig, Ge~ with the 
intention ot f'~ out the number of doctoral d.1saertat1ons written 
1n German uniTeraitiea cbl.ri.Jlg those .53 7earai and at11die4 those aateriala 
diaeovere4. More tbaD. 150 di11ertationa haw been written during that 
8p8l1 of time, about Lather or on the topics rel.a.tecl to bl.th.er. Su.rpriein8-
l7 f tJW vr1 tiDga wre produced between 1900-194<). However, a eonsiderabl7 
increaa1.n& number of works ha.Te been mad.e since 194S. A atill mre aig
ni:fi cant f'indi.n8 i• that out of those 15<) or IION onl.7 the follo'lf'ing two 
are related. to Luther•• educational. view: 'Luther ala J:rsieher, • b7 
Hertha Israel in 1919; 1 Erbsu.ende und lrs1ehun&1 1m Luthertua. b7 
7. Spa.nuth in 1933-



' 
Ohristian pectagogy and. elaborate v:pon Luther•• educational principlea,12 

not a single book ex:s..ats vhich attempts to present a full and ooaprehea

ain Tiev of bis id.ea.a on eduea.tion 8J1d which can be regarded as a etaud

ard work, nor has a single study eTer been made haTil!g as its sole objec

tiTe the unf-oldhg of !Ather1 • philoeopq of education. Whatever kind of 

studiee met, their nuaber and. ecope are Tery lbli ted. 13 Like in Luther• a 

!he author baa also checked the 115iiofm}1e !!!£ d.eu.tsehg Geacbicb-
!.! ,a Zeit,J.tq !!£ Glaubepsapaltug j. 2- (Im auftrag der Xomi ... 
•ion nr ~orMhmag ur Geach1ohte der lletorma.tion. mu:t Geganrefol"llatiea: 
herauagege'bell TOil Earl Schottenleher, I Band. Leipzig: Terlac Karl •• 
Ilieraeaann, 1933), under "Luthert -"Ersiehung, Schule. • • !his sectio-n 
alone contain• :aore thaD. SO pa«ea. Ire• such a large collection ef 
vr1 tiJlge about Lu tber, no more than a dozen works are even worthy ot 
mentioning in connection Vi th this thesis. Some of the aTailable materi
als from them are· used. in this clleeertatioa. 

It is not vi theut signU'icaace to note that the ,Arch1T tue;r c:::~= 
tionageschichte. ieauea fro• 1986 to l9SS, which the author vas able to 
inspect, do not contain a single neay on the e4ncat1onal Tiev of :Luther, 
or a sbdl.ar topic or related theme. 

12ot. Biblio~, part !hree. 

lJ:rro. the iaw.ea between 1929 to 19.56 ot 11!!. 1411.catiual Ipls 
(:published. by !he R. w. Wilson Cbmpa.ny in l'ew York), onl7 t.he followillC 
articles were toun4: "Method.a of great religious teachere; Martin Luther• 
by R. H. Bainton 1a 1932; 1Luther and this new :ld.ucation• by R. lL Leach 
in 1933; aa4 •r.v.~r on N.uca.tion in the Chrietian liome and. School• b7 
P. E. J:retsmann in 194<>. It is indeed no tewrthy that such a large 
ed.uoational ind.ex can renal no more than three articles on Luther•• 
educational view 1a Z'l ,-re. 

Jurthermore, Itea.der• a Gv.ide !2_ Periodica.J. L1 teratur1 lists only one 
article in ita isaus between 1925 and 1956, which treats the edacatioaal 
concept of Martin Luther, that is also aentioned. by~ Kucatiopal Inds, 
1.e. tl1e article, "Lu.ther and this nev l!lducation1 b7 ~ B. Lee.ch in 1933. 

~ Inte:m.atlonal. Iadex lg_ Per1o41cala (published by lL w. Wilson 
Compazq in l'ev York) does lht no s1n.gl.e article, between 19:,4 and 1956, 
on. the theme o'! Luther's Tiew of education. 

AlthotJ&h in a limited scope, these three indexes reveal a considerable 
number of wr1 tings on Luther and Tarioua pbaaes of Luther•• contributioa 
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cwn wvi·kc~ llo .. e alsc find hi~ educationnl views, whi.cli a.re interpreted 

•
1
,y his students, scattered throughout the theological and pedagogical 

from the bibli.ogru-phy of thi~ t.hesis, one can readily not1, the scope 

nf th.e work. The source mat~rle.ls are divided into s:1:x: ca.tegorif>.s., 

tr ,-:,.:nf;,~l ted to dett>rm:ine Lutter~ 3 educa ti.on.al philosophy and .,hject:1 ver;. 

'fhe:7 are there.fore bnsi c for the en ti:re thesis 8 riut e1rpec1ally for Se(\-

!n tbB second part. of th~ bi1)liog::re.phy a.re lis.ted tb.ose lforks which 

cl.Pr,! wH:b tut.her! s theology and with interpretations of bis theology .. 

TheJ· were mainly cont.l",.11ted in the preraration of chapters V, V1 and VI!. 

JJ. ilwugh theee works may 1e classified as st:icond£,xy, they are recognized 

Ri1 '"ti.. tLor-i tative works on the theolo5"ic&l tho1;ght of Luthf'~. In the 

Under the thircl category wP. find wo:rks wtich d..ea.1 with LutL.e:rtt a 

1'-:rnc,fpt of ed.1:.cs tion Md wi t.li those -.,orks of Christian t':'duc~ tfon which 
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fot"ller, and what the7 rn-1 a• to lli• ed.ucatlo phi o~ an.4 

0 e'HD though he7 my not all ba e been t.en tor 9UCh p~ 

o• •• In hi• aectlon, par lcul.arll'1 the author a temp\ to a • bl 

•• comp e elJ •• poeeibl all the eolU'Ce •terial1 &Tailable at the 

p act tille. The wol'ke UDder tbi• • ticm are to w.batant1at.e eap ciall.7 

,,. .. ,.,..,.,.r• III. IV, I, I and.: X. 

e 

of 

on educe. 1oDAl hi ry, hic.h e uat nithe I Ti 

e intended priaari 1 \o proY1cl -.t 1al• tor chapter• 

III an4 IV. 

-T·- II 1a nbetllDU& ch1efi7 by the •ter1al• 1 • e4 Ull4 

itth ca epJ7 Sn the b1bl1~. 

e aiacellaneou• work:• conwlted !or t.hi• th 111 baTe a certa.1.D 

ral dgn.U'ican tor • 1t a1 a vhol • en. thoucb t.be author 

ed. tb not all of th a ci eel in. e t of th thee1•. 

I like hi• dY area DO 

0 • al l can b «1-• • !or th 1our 

and ih1 ca egorie1 of th bibliocra~, all 

r refer nc to rial• ar incomplete. !rhe t lilllt-

• r al• an.11.a l on ot thoH • ct.ion , euch •• n the 

Chr11 loo of La.ther and t cb.1ng on the o of 

!he aumber ot o t.h 1f e of t tber th 
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ted with the help of God. Man is the means thMU.gh whom God educates 

men, and he is also the one to be educated. To understand who man is, 

is therefore, the vital and basic consideration. 

The educational process, the renewal of aan•s existence as man, 

occurs through the messages of God1 B Word. which is preached and taught 

in the church, school•, 9lld the family. !he Word of God is the indispen

sable means in the process of education.. 

Yor the Reformer, the knowledge of justification throll&h faith com

prises a new view of the total structure of man. Luther believes that 

man must achieve fellowship with God and that his vhole life essentially 

belongs to the Creator and the Savior Jesus Christ. Thie relationship 

to God is the determining factor of man as man. God• s grace and love 

accept, :man and places him in fellowship with Hi• and restores this re

lationahip to its original order. This restoration of the God.-!l8ll re

lationship takes place in Christ. lklucation is centered in this life

renewing Agent, Jesus Christ. Luther' a education, therefore, is Christ

centered education. 

Section three analyses the eduea tional a&eno1es, 8\1.Ch ae, home, 

school. state and church and their natures and reepective mission• for 

the ca.uee of education. .Aleo treated in this section are educational 

means and methods, the nature of the office of teaching, and the task 

of education. 

The appendixes elucid.a te in greater detail various aspects in this 

thesis. Each reference is directed. to the respective append.ix. 
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religious lead.erah.1;, which waa . nee4ed. for such a time. 

Der Maml, der ZUlll Retormator werd.en aoUte, muaste wohl. each dllrch 
die l(iseenschatt c!es HnNnismu.s h1n4.urehgehen, aber aeia Velit Jll\18ste 

:February" 18, 1,546, also at lisleben. Jlis father need to earn his llvi.11& 
as a lliner. •1 am a p•aant• s eon,• ea.id Luther OJLCe to Melanchthon 1n 
conversation. • ~ fa th.er. pe.nd!ather-all .. . 'q aneeetors were through 
peaaante. • Luther is the father of Proteetantia11 and the founder of 
Lutheraniaa. :Both Zwill&li and Oalnn. were infl.1lellced. 'b7 hi.a. 

.tac,ng Tarioua other. editimla, Luther•• volica are found 1n Weimar, 
Erlangener, Walch, St. Louis llldi tions, which are ued., as the source 
references, in thi• theeis. 

!he tables of Chronolog of Luther are found in the following sc,urcea 
aa well as in many- other biographies of w.ther: Here .! Stap4. b;y Bolan4 
:Bain ton, 19SO, PP• 17-20; l• l{artin Luther, Lebeyb114. mt 9.1 
deutaches I!:!!!,. by Georg Buchvald., 1914; Ip.ther, by :tarl G. Steclc and. 
Helmut Gollvi tser, 195S, PP• 191-92; Luther, by Bwiolf !hiel, 1936, II, 
.369-71. 

Sxurs bad ~ sq about lAther: 'IA ther trag cla8 ganse religioeM 
lrbgo.t eeiner Ze1 t 1n sich. • As quoted. 1n Wolf, .!m.• cit., p. 6. 

6 
In the conclud.i.ng statement concerning the ed.ueational mo'f'emata 

and Wl.11cees which attecte4 educational theory- and practice du.ring 
the Micld.l.e Agee and at the cloae of the 15th century. Bra.ce said: •~e 
time vae ripe for a leader who could incarnate the spirit of his time 
and was stronc enough and. eoura&eoua en.oU&h to aesume the intellectual. 
and religiou.e leadership. Such a man aroae in the person of Martin 
Luther. 1 G. M. Bru.ce, Luther !!. !:!! :alucator (M1nneapolia: .Augsburg 
Pub11ah1Dg Bouse. 1928), P• SJ. 
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t,,; -:.-e: and on the othe:r band, a man like Thomae Ca.rlyle i whol9e approach 

can be vie·Aed as the 11 grl.':at manll t ype, did not hesitate to give his 

ttheroea 11 almost unlimited tribute.11 The question is yet to be a.nswer

aa:. Ras Lu ther been realty u.nderstood7 

In the examination ot Luther, two factors l!IUSt be considerede 12 

,~hi..ld-hood., hie school and universi,ty experiences~ his aas,:-,cia.tes:1 and 

c,!onrpanion.s. and then hf ;; experiences in the mone.$ tery. How t he s e various 

,mv1:r,,nrnen tal factors affected him and hit personality have an imm~asur-

11 
The fo l lowing is an e.xMrpt from Carl yle's g l owi.c.g tribute to 

nn~ of his "heroes.11 Martin Luther: "Martin Luther was the spi.ri.tual 
Cap t.3.in of the people and . .s broker of Idols. H~ dared the first. stroke 
of honest demolition to a.n ancient thing down false and idolatrous; 
pr.epi:1ra.tory afar off to a n~w t.hine , which aha.11 be tr<-1e, P..nd authentieal~ 
l y dl vine! Ther~ was born at EidP.ben in Saxon:re once more~ a mighty 
"!18.n: whose l ight was t o f la.."'1~ a s the bee.con. over l ,::m,g centu.ri.~a ruid e::.)1)ch.s 
of t h,1 wor~d; the who1~ world and i h history waa waiting for thls man9 
! t h strang e . it is erea t. 1 t leads back to another Bi :rth-hou re in a 
d-'<.. .11 meaner envlr•J!lJ'!l~nt.. Eic;ht.P-e.n hundred years ago , ~ of whi r..h it :is; 
''lt tha t we say n-:>th!rr::: , t,hf:, 1

• •.'·' :,Ll. nk on l y in sil.,..nc.e ; f or wb.at w,:. :r-d l$ 
'.:r i · ther-E-1 The Jl.ge of mi reel es :paat-1 The Age n f m:Lre el e s h fo.t'ever 
h~ r >? J He war: not pro,r,p t tc atta ck in£'verent.ly perR0ni; in e:u t .bort ty. 
Lt·B-in hi::> will he eve r be<':arr,e a not0riety. Luther and hi'-'l Protestantism 
r:,rf:' not .rt:'s:pon s l1lle f or ,.,,a;-~1 . The c ont :r nve rsy did nc,t f 1.ch t s o long 2-a 
L~ 'cc"8 8 t her€.'. ! t is e. proof of hi, grea tn~ss in all senses . HNI seldom 
do we find D man that ha r Btinc~-up sorue vast C~l[r:,mot1o~, vb :, c. oo '"' not 
L i.1.r1:;:: el f :;~ ri sht AWe-f t-. e.way tn. lt. We will <:al .l thhi Lu. tJier Et tru. \~ g:re.nt 
~~ · e;reet i.n all ~er.p ec:.t. n Thon·.a ,: Carlyl e , Ee::Je::,, Jl!,J:<;;~2.!'}:!1:.L a ne tbe 
n '~.P-.1').i c in FiiD_!_o_ro;z :_I,,:,ndon ~ Char l7\Fln rinc. Ea1 L Lt d ~, l f.8 2 ) , pp . l 07=·n. 

12 
Cf, A.nd:rew .Edvrur d Harvey, '1Lutre:: i n t,h~ Es tiiw. te cf Hod~rn 

;: :1 ~1 to rians, n .Th..e.. ~X3~ :L2'El'.!~~J-. gf Theolq_ex. XXTI {.Ju.: yt 191 8). 12~-
;t:3 . 
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impetuosities of courage.n20 His courage and conviction did not shrink 

21 from the consequences. True, he was gripped by an over-ruling sense of 

sin,22 but he conquered fears and dared to face the challell€ing missions 

of the Re:!onnation. He did not hesitate to decla:re that he would be safe, 

even though he cut himself off from the authorized. channel of supply. 

that is, the existing Roman Church. 23 This is the courage which Luther 

discovered in Christ who was hung on the Cross. 

If history is the record. of the su.ceeseive impact of individual. 

personalities upon society, wholly dominated by devotion to a cause, 

then so •controversial" a figure as Luther illustrates the truism of such 

a principle. 24 He made history, and he himself played a crucial role. 

Scherrill compares Luther vi.th a controversial man, Abraham Lincoln, 

20ct. c. F. Thwug, 1,ducation !!:ru!. Religion (l'ew York: The MacMillan 
Company, 1929). PP• S f. Cf. Hertha Israel, "Luther als lllrzieher" 
(Thueringische Landeauniversitaet Jena. 1919), P• 12?. 

21cf'. T. L. Jarman, Landmarks ~ the History of Education (London: 
The Cresset Press, 1951), p. 135. 

22 ill!• , P• 155. 

23 Cf. J. K. Hart, Democracy!!!. llxi.ucation (New York: The Century Co., 
1918), PP• 11, 191. It should be noted that the authors mentioned. in the 
preceding references are by no means Luther's students nor people who are 
particularly in favor of Luther. Also Of. Melanchthon•s Oration at the 
Funeral of Luther. 

24 
George W. Forell, Faith Active .!!!_ Love (New York: The .America.n 

Press, 19.54), P• 14. Cf. Frank E. Gaebelein, Christian Education 1:A a 
Pemocra<?Z (Nev Yorlc: Oxford University Press, 1951), p. 45. -
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i.n Anerica. ZS 

Luther yas a man vi th a strongly influential personality, 26 a born.-

leader whose influence was like a Mtornado 11 blowing across the pages of 

human history. Z'l Julius Koestlin points to Luther as the most influential 

and powerful figure in the history of the Germana. 28 

Leopold von Ranke cites the significant words of Euricius Cordus in 

a session of the Marburg disputation, characterizing different representa

tives. when he had to introduce the reformers to the Prince: 1den scbarf

siIU1igen Luther. den sanften Oek:ola.mpad, den grossher:igen Zwingli, den 

beredten Melanchthon."29 Luther was a great man without greatness, a 

25L. J. Scherrill, The Bise of Christian Education (New York: The 
MacMillan Company, 1944)-;--j;'. 91. ~rvey showed an interesting observa
tion of contrasting views about Luther, saying: On one side, "extrava
gantly laudatory, extolling their hero (Luther )as a saint or at lea.st 
as a divinely commissioned prophet, minimizing or explaining away if not 
wholly disregarding his blemishes, emphasizing and exaggerating his vir
tues, •••• Similarly no one need be anazed that opponents of Luther 
••• could see 11 ttle or no good in him (LutherJ, depicted. him as one 
depraved, possessed by devils, if not as the devil himself." Harvey • 
.21!.• cit. , P• 322. 

26cf. Xahnie Rede in 1883: X:. F. A. Kahnis, ~ ::Sedeutupg der 
PERSOENLICBKEIT LUTHER'S W£ lli Ep.tstehung und lli Entwickelung m 
deutschen Protestantismus (Leipzig: Verlag von Georg Boehme, 1883). 
Al so Cf. :Bruce. .2J2.• cit. , P• 5 5. 

27Luella Cole, A History of Education (New York: Rinehart & Company. 
1950), p. 221. The following comments are cited in Kreinheder. !.12.• cit., 
P• 296: "• •• all human progress must remember Martin Luther," by 
Phillips Brooks; 11Inther1 s teaching of justification by faith ••• changed 
the face of the whole world," spoken in Berger in bis book Kul turaui'gaben 
~ Reformation. 

28Julius Koestlin, Life S!!.. !.nther (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1913), p. ix. 

29von Banke, op. cit.t p. 9.JJ. Two ~orthwhile references are sug
gested, which are mde by Thomas Carlyle and Robert Ulich concerning the 
Portraits of Luther by Lukas Cranach. In the Portrai ti aceording to them, 
roost of the distinct features and characteri.stics of Luther• s personall ty 
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c-,,,. e :r~y=r.:iHde ~\,r'.{:-metl,(•d was offer€'li by Lu.th.er: nev,H·thelassi he 

_-;;rP.>•n.t~d 1m ,:;,, f'.:,-rm found-i:.tion of life ;,rnd ro}ic;fon 'tlhid~ h: Jesnia: ChdsL
1
J.0 

•• in der ln'1P.r~n. /};,.Sf~i'1i~ht.~ <ier, June;en Lnth"'l" fun'!'' di~ nfluere 
r,,rs~lnme imn~r c.eut.lich~r ge·,\K,roen i st: di.,. :tu:,x·eiv.b.ar,:eit d.er 

,.,E>, 
4-0"f'• 

4J.G" '1 
~+ "'. ;:chwi eb,.n;ot, .1).l_ti?.e.£ ~- H.1 s ~ (:'"'. L-0•1 l :s ~ G:mc0 rd:i.r-i 

'.t,,Mtli:'; En,rnf.:, 1S,SO)r I'• lJ..16. Cc,nr;~rn'n{:>; VHi\P':" 1 ~ the01o,:--'lea.l dt<>v•·-•i 1rr~.,---...l'- . ,,. '" ,-4 !: 

".1,;7 ', i'l!s ltit<> ,~d,-'Jltir)o, of hls '1m'r\.~< -.;,~s llE! 8. tP•'-" r,0,,r-(;,> .:i<1te1"1.8.l, •:~i-0 

y~~~·,~:~1ll:l In thP ?"·rtf.:f-:1(~~ ~-c. ':·1i:~ ttN1-:-\.:::: in 15"¥5~ ·,;. }-"'tq,.,..,37; and a.lGc: hi.F. 
',:,,·1-"ntari!'!i3 on ?:,mlms, Roman", as well as hie loc-':nres on Ga.l.atia.r1:;; and 
': ~L /~~w;,,;.,. 

"· l .' ".' 
'1 (·' ~--· ~ · I,, ,I 

~J~. x, J~ r:.-,.f!:ct':..'nd rJj,' I.1i...:.·~~1t~r~ ~: ~~·. ,,,__..,.,...,._,...,.....__.,., .--.... - - .,..,.,..,.<_",.._,., •.. 

(., ·'.'~ i';. ~ ~. \~ --~ 

';]'.'.':'Qloa 
·::_1.f, 
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rry sins." T'.cnt 1st B.8 von Hanke ('-e,mm~ted, th"! lon~ing cry of a cre.atn.re 

,n~i 11 is thi:> clAarent meaning of tbi? passir,n on the Cr:rss nnd th~ 

Ai<K1fGEf'FlTNGSP7N'KT of the tbeo1.,h.1:Y of th'!l Crol":;; which Lt!th.,.~ (~x:.1.,.l"i ~nc""3 

,,,r'::r-0.tally i!1 the Psnlm~. 48 'l'he d.f:':<1,t1l r,,f thP !jOd.,Mr..n on thP. Cx-os1"t wa~ 

46W., 7, 5B6, :.fu.:,711lfi(',at (1j21),. !t ir:> .3.ls,:1 .~U&{;'.f•Sied in thl' 
r, ::,Jllerable Fast<->:r 9er11ons by Ii•.t't)vrr w-hl,-;1:i 0N1vey thi~ ,:mmc mr>'.'1£ag>"l m1 th,, 
vl,::t,:,r,y of Ch:rl'8t i>r, the Cruse ov~r all si:'l.-"' r-..nd Satm. Luth'°'r'n fustt:1r 
sermons cari. bB loc.-s.1,ed thr011.6h th~ helr ,:-,f th.A ifRi:,\:;l;,,ter ue"ber a2.~rnt11,~:J~ 
.1:· 1Nlgtenij in Weinu1.r Edition X:G!. Also c1·. Bornka;ru~.t 1!~.t~.t:'i 9!.!.!tl\~ 
woelt, Qll• cit.p r,$ 21.:-1. 

47 
-V•;n. Ran.kt"., Qll• cit. r P• lh:?! rrEB'. .ta":' d.ie ;:.ehns•1cn.t d.e:r Irf:'.att1'f' 

n~ch de?' Reinh~l t. thres sc1,oepfe:r8, d'!:'r nie si,';'.h in dem GTu.nd;;. ih.l"t'tt 
Tif'.seins Vt•:rwand t. von d.er cle Bic;1 do,:-h wle.if;;l' du!'Ch nine ime:rmessllch;:; 
-;c1uft Bn tfern t fb.:hl tr ei.n Sefuehl, das L·,;.t.1-:,,:,r d11J",Jh ,:u:w.blat·HH,igea elrJ= 
Sc.l!I'.i~!" ·}?'IH!b<":'11'.1 naAhr't'°'r UXld <18.Ct ihr: Ulu SO til:!fer u.nd flChrn"'lr''l'b.B.f tet dUJ"C>1r~ 

d~'"a"U,!:~, dn es durc:n kein~ BuSS!:t~bune b'":'IH'.'.hwt,~h tif,;t, Y,m k~in-91" L~hr·P,- inn-'T·0 

, L:;b •md w-i l'i:: •:;.<,r.1 ber,:ebrt t/U rel~·. ir.-.. .i. n f"'l ·~h ~vat.(> r iL:1. !'1L!l wJJ;:::;""n ,.,ff)"': 1 tr·~ ~ 

,'~nll affi,'11:>•(i tr.f, }T, W')1)_~(1 

~/0 1~!" Lut/,Pr L. ,,lr:,r-.c.;, fr'f:'St;Ii.t :.n 
/?• Sil• f ;:>e 1 l J. 1 Yn. 1. 

be :::orr- J~r:t t(> 
t ~""'1 t?- L~~~ t 11:re .,,~ ·~r.:1 

t>-2'i~~"" 1;.ht:t ~~·.,e 

thf:' ?·~;a 1 !Jl:t;IJ ,...,. ~, "" 
.-1_v,.. :. t 
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of God which Luther :found in Jesus Christ, we summarize, is to under

stand Luther, the true Luther. Without thia understanding, a biograph

ical sketch of Luther, vi th full de.tea, tacts, data and ~ents, exposes 

no more than a Yain effort. The clearer one k:nov the Goepel and the 

better one comprehend& the theology of Luther, the closer he can get 

to Luther. Luther•a religion was his all. Man meets the livin& Luther 

in his religion:, the Gospel of Christ. \fe Join vi th Karl Holl in hie 

remark: "Vir halten keine Totenfeier, wenn wir an Luther gedenk:en; wir 

beruehre.n uns mi t einem Lebendigen. 150 

SOB'.oll, ~· cit.• P• 1. 



CHAPTER II I 

REFOBMATION AND 'l'RE EDUCATION IN GERMANY DURING LUTHER'S TIME 

Education Du.ring the Middle Ages and at the Close of the 

Fifteenth Century 

The importance of Luther a.a an educational as well a.a religious 

reformer ean better be appreciated 1n the light of the edncational world 

of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth centuriea.1 As with 

theology, Luther vas also well a.equainted with the education of bis time 

and its explicit needs. 

All education, seeu.lar and religious, with posdble exceptions of 

universities and a few burgher schools, was under the immediate control 

of the Roman church. Most of the educational institutions were existing 

for the cause and interest of the Church. The time had not yet arrived 

that the State would participate 1n education for its citisens. 2 Para

doxically enough, though the splendid cathedrals and churches of northern 

France, southern Germany and England were the products of those centuries 

preceding Luther, hardly one out of a hundred priests had taken an ade-

~ 
quate theological. training or bad even seen a university from a distance. ~ 

1A clear summary on the "Chronological Table of Educational Develop
ment11 from the fourteenth to the seventeenth century is found in Paul 
Monroe, ! Text-~~ fil History of F.ducation (New York: The MacMillan 
Company, 1914), p. 350. 

2c:r. Ct. M. Bruce, Luther as an lliucator (Minneapolis: .Augsburg 
Publhhing Rouse, 1928 ), p . 52-. -

3cf. P~ E. Kretzrrru1n, A Brief History of ~ucatJQ!l. ( St. Lou:i. $: 
Concordia ?ubliahi~ House, n. d . ). II, 53 ff. 



Con~equently the ignorance of the priesh ~.nd o;;lergy wae reflected 

1. r; t h e live~- of the :peci:,V,!i while the schools at the begtrmi.rcg of the. 

d .::r:.teen th century au.ffe.red frow the d.e-praved con.di Hon of the Roman 

Cbnre:h, 4 The arraignment of Phillp Melanchthon,5 after visiting the 

s<'hc <'.; ls and chur<~hes of Thurineis by order of the Elector John. presents 

'.;lb.at can be offered in juetification, that theBe poor people have 
hi t,be:rto beer, left in such gres.t ignorance and etupidi ty? My heart 

4cf. F. v. N. Painter, Luther .QB. filu.cation (St. Louis: Concordia 
I,..._iblbhing Housei 19213), p. 2-7. 

5sinee we do not treat Phili£ Mela.nchthon ( 1'pniceptor Germa.niae") 
in e. ii~arate section in this thesis, it may- be appro:priat~ to mention 
here briefly his role in Luther's educational movement. 

\i,,.lanchtbon (1497-1560) ~ together with ,Johann Bugenhagen (1485-
1558 ). was Luther' e prominent colleague at the Uni.verd t.y of Wi Henberg, 
er,o. ;::,\lC-h responsible for the G-erman ~chools:. ~specially the Sa..""tony School 
? la.n which became fundamental for the greater part of Germany. Re 
a.p_~· lied Lutb~r•e concept of univerf.ial edncation into prect.1.ee, beth :i.:a 
~econdary school and university, a.ncl set a.n educational pattern that has 
f':'l'."$ i '3 ted in G~rmany up to t he present time. Considerine the restrict
ed. field of educ--ation alone. Melru-.chth<m was pofleibly a. mor-e commanding 
i'if.:\.,r~ t1e.n Luther. (On this point, however, Painter disagreesl) As 
rnucb as Melanchthon's hiit;h res:pet't f()r Luther, mtr,er ~, :t."ten comr.1ents.ted 
hictl7 i-':elanchthor. for hif scholarly talente and achievements. }.bet 
tlt,"'llific'.ant, bu.t. somewhat disa:p:pointing a.s for the original intention of 
:,, thPr, however, is the fact, that as Melancht,hon undertook hif; ~dncation 
':i>Yr,~:::rc.r.:.. he gre.dually reverted to hnrna.nism. Thur; he impressed upon the 
~,ducational prog?'fl.m of Lutheran ?:rotestanthm rat:her a hUDlllni~tic ate.mp. 
: ·he folloW'ing eource'; can be mf'!ntioned: P • .,r. Marique, fil.!!:.2EZ 2.£ 
<hrt stian Education \N~w York: Fo rdhitre Tfni vers it. ~1 Pr,:,.ss. 1926), II~ 110; 
" . it / ., . ~ / 
h rer,zrria.nn, 2.I:• L..•, p. t>~, ; :.,ue.t.. a :::ole, ! Hisk,r-v o : Ed.uca tion iNew 
Yn-k : Pinehart & Company, 1?50), :pp. 224-26; Pa.inter, !lli.• cit., PP• 14B ff; 
P.,lso C:f. Luther' a Preface to '.folencb t.hon rs Commer: t.ary on Cc,lossiani;. 
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bleeds when I regard this misery •••• And who would not mourn 
to see the faculties of man so utterly neglected., and that his soul, 
which is able to learn and gra.gp so much, does not even knov any
thing of its Creator and Lord. 

Still better known is the cry of Luther, after the visitation of the 

churches of Saxony in 1.52.8, in the preface to his Small Catechism: 

The deplorable, miserable condition vhich I discovered lately when 
I, too, ..as a visitor, has forced and urged me to prepare (publish) 
this Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this small, pl.a.in, simple 
form. Mercy. Good Godl What manifold misery I beholdJ The coll111lon 
people, especially in the villages, have no knowle~e whatever of 
Christian doctrine, and, alasJ ll8D.Y pastors are altogether incapable 
and incompetent to tee.ch (so much so, that one is ash.a.med to speak 
of it) •••• 7 

Prior to Luther's time, Latin grammar schools and universities were 

established under so called the Revival of Learning. 8 The former used to 

offer the languages of educational classics of the time for those intend

ing to go to universities to prepare for service in either Church or 

State, or for teaching; and the latter, for advanced education. However, 

the religious training or the learning of the Holy Scripture was complet&

ly neglected, as Luther observed, 11 ••• wir Jetzt den hohen Schul.en die 

heilige Schrift geetohlen haben."9 

6 
~B cited in Pa.inter, .212.• cit., p. 87. 

7cf. The Preface to the Small Catechism, found 1n w. 30 i, 2J9 f!. 
The text cited in this thesis is found in Concordia Triglotta, edited by 
F. Bente (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), p. 533. 

R 
·-er. E. P. Cubberley, ~ Historz of Education (Boston: Houghton 

ififflin Company, 1946), pp. 263-86. 

9E. 35, 251. A further observation was made in E. 15. 536: ~Der 
Teufel ha.t lange regiert in den Rohen Schulen, da ist e'1 alles in 
Frieden gewesen. 6 



!he form of uatruction a.n4 curr1ca.1Wll o! the edueational institu

tion• remained essentially the aame from the Middle Age-a down to the 

beginning of the sixteenth century. The limited elementary education was 

confined to the three R1 s-read.ing, vri ting, and. ari thmetic--in modern 

sense o! the term. and even this vas limited to the few. The texts being 

u.aed during the fifteenth and sirrleenth centuries were not 1111eh more 

10 
ad:ranced than the traditional 1Seven Liberal Arts,• possibl7 with a few 

additional instructions in phileeophy and natural science, such as phyeice.
11 

12 
Most of the instruction was baaed upon the ancient textbooks. 

lOseven Liberal Arts: TRIVIUM and. Q.UADRIVIUM. Triyiwn: Graanar, 
Rhetoric and Dialectic. Quadrirlup: Art thmetic, Geometry, Astrono1117 
and J.hsic. Luther vaa made Magiater Artium in the Seven Liberal Arts. 
7or a further reference, Of. :Bruce, !m.• cit., P• 53; William A. 'Cramer, 
•Christian Education,• Lutheran Cyclopedia. edited. by E. L. Lueker 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing Rou.ae, 19.54), P• 208. A table on the 
development of the Seven Liberal Arts, from earl;r Middle Ages to the 
period of the Rertval of Learning. is etatecl 1n a diagram form in 
Oubberley, .S!lt• .2!1•, P• 281. 

11 
Ibid. • P• 281. 

12!he greet textbooks of the Middle A.gee: The Marriye of Mercury 
~ Philoloq, vri tten by J.fartiaiJ.Ua Capella, betwen 410 aad 427 A. D.; 
~ fl,.sica. by :Boethius (475-S24); 21!, ~ Liberal A.tl!. and Sc1enoea of 
Casaiod.oru• (c. 490-SBS); Et.YD10lo.des or Or1gines by the Biahop of Seville, 
Isidore (c. S?0-636); Tree.tiees on the studies of the TRIVItM by Alcuin. 
a learned. aeholar of the eighth century; QA~ Instruction ~ .Y!!. Clergy, 
and I!!. UniTerso. written by Mauru.s, in 819. a learned. ao:nk of J"uld.a. 
Theae textbooks were used for the study of the TRIVIUM and the QUADRIVIUM 
thro'll&hout all the early Middle Agee. Cf. Cubberl97, !l?• _ill., pp. 163-234. 

Luther mentioned 1a hi• letter to the councilmen in 1S24 Done.tu• and 
Alexander. Aeliu.a Dona.tu• wrote m_ Grammatica and Ara Minot which were 
videl7 used clurin& the Middle Ages. Alemnder de Villa Dei wrote 
Doctrinale mierorwn which is a commentary on .A.rietotle in vene form. 
Luth.er also actions, in the eame writing, Catholicon. Florista, Graecista, 
Labyrintlm.s, Dormi. Secure, which are the naaea of !Atin. grammars and 
collections of sermons. However, he considered. these books as the eenae
ueeless, and hurtful books of the monks, introduced by Satan. Cf. W. 15, 
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9',,_:;, ·: · .. : .• _,.'.--1~~._,,__ . .., - 1~-; -; "" ~--h:,.--~-,,~.., ,··..J,o \ ::,!1 ·4
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Reformation um da.s Schulwesen ebenso traurig bestell t war vie um das 

kirchliche Leben."16 The deteriorating condition of schools throughout 

Ge~? avakened Luther's deep regret, and appealed to those in authority 

to think of the subject seriously and intensely. for the instruction of 

the youth is an "ernste und grosse Saohe, 11 a matter of which Christ and 

a.11 the world are concerned. Lamenting over the wretched situation of the 

schools. Luther we.med the :peo:ple that the neglecting of education for 

child.ren is a grievous sin against God's commandment, and the neglecting 

and corruption of precious souls as veli. 18 All the towns and villages, 

therefore. should spend money generously for schools. as they spend it 

for roads, defense, bridges and the necessities of life.19 One of the 

notable and tragic facts in the educational arrangements of the Middle 

Ages and during Luther• s time was the complete neglect of the common 

:people. 

No general effort was uede to reach and elevate them &0111non people) 
by education. Tl.e ecclesiastical schools were designed. chiefly 
for candidates for the priesthood; the :parochial schools fitted 
the young for Church membership; the burgher schools were intended 
for the commercial and artisan classes of the citie•; knightly 
education gave a training for chivalry. Thus the labouring classes 

l6J. Meyer and J. Prinzhorn. Dr. Yiartin Luthers Gedanken. ueber Er
z,iehunJi ~ Un terricht (Hannover: Verlag von Carl Meyer. 1883), p. 9-;
Also Cf. E. 22, 171. 

17cr. w. 15. Z7 ff. 

19cf. E. 22, 174; also See Appendix IV. 
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.Ja, was hat :;.;;inn eelerr,t in hohen Schu1en und Kloes;te-rri bi.ch,::rr 
d.er.n :f11er Esel. Kl1)e11e un<l Block we:r.ien1 z.,.,,a.rndg~ vi(>r:: 1.g: Jah:r 
bet elner ge1.t".;rnt 1 und hat no~b wider Lat..,.ini !'<Ch noch Deutsr,b 
gev,rnst. kli schweigl!'; da.s scheend.lii'h~ la.~r:.tt!!r1ic.h I~l:en, dadnn':'n 
dJ I'! ~dl~ .Tug~r..d i:ro jaf"mrnerlich verder't:t tst.. • • • Tio'. si.n1'l f,:,;~r 

"'4 Kinc.er-f rP.e ~er U."ld Ver,~~:rller." 

2.t., 
.::.1' ,--?~t 1 :?t 



'':'h( r,h:. t n-y of t.t._. G~rN1!1 un lv er~ ti f' t nnd sd,,),:,ln >J'Uir.,,- t:-1~ 

,dxte-e-r,th C'entury ••• r:ro;;luee·rl th!:' tut,,:rs of thf· 11rin,:er z:wd thrrn 
:l~.flntd the metbcd of their own ~d.·;cai,ion. But in many infltances 
tlwy a}(.o C'l;;ie unc.'"r th"' p11n1~\>i ,,'.' i.he r,rincA:'l3i si,.1)ject, ti:1 their 
prot~ctlon end dirPotion. Hence, in history, their courses aud ?

6 t:~"t~:; (1d.t; 1)1l t ';~lne:(.': 1-i'>ft}. fl: ,:,f thP :_-, f ~.Y; z~-,~, J: ;; /:,_,·+ft: eo; !l.it? t i;~ _ _rj.r'\f'. and t °'::,':~,_ i.r, i_ I!.f~• 

'"""' ,:ui::r,.,rt.eic. 1:y th<> cbdc au'.'h,:.:'Jti,,.,. ..... :, 

t;; (~ ,:ix f.l;i,'): Lb C,:.,r, 1:'JT;,· ft (TJnprbll i:t:;ed Pr;. ;). Dl£-tH, rtr1 ~ i.'.Ht~ ;; t. Lcld 1;: ! 

il"-t,rd:r.;_:ton uu~ver~:ty, 1944), p. l;(,: rh"he :,)~,Uev1,l u1:iv,0 ~·i,,:tt .. ,:lld n.:;: 
J l't'T'.'i)t8 t,-- \:ne·,:-,!\.tf.ti" !1€\: k.· .. 10v:l·?f~:S,::,t h1 : .. ti> s~.:-r,+..::.;;,.r,.fi.~t:'; a.nd :_~;1r:r~r-i th'° old.fa 
C:-};~ tnst-r~·;t:t:3J,r; ;:-,)tiSl.t~'i:er:.~ :Jf .:::,..::n.:~,f~·::t 011 d::.t:e9.t;;. cir t.1 i.1:t?~·,,. 1-1.0.i..~1.- d~i~ 

Th~ Gi)'.\f1 i:t fil't'.i.~~ 

"c!'f• tlJ':.·,ff\ :if i"..!lr.1til<'>O..C1"~ 
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individual judgment in the interpretation of the Scripture• for the 

collective ju~ent of the Church; and subet1tutin€ individual responsibil

i t}" for aal va tion, in view of his teach1D€ of "justification by faith, " 

for the collective responsibility for salvation taught by the Roman 

Catholic Church. Jor this mighty task of liberation the Reformation. was 

the beginning point, n.o t in the least the end, 32 and the underlying force 

of the Beformation, expressed in the first thesis of Lnther1 a 95 Theses, 

•:aepent ye, ••• • moves on during Luther's time and the generations 

following. 

One of the enormous contributions of Luther is in the field of 

ethic•• 33 His ethical concept is based upon three agents: God., 11 I 1 

and "My l'eigh'bor1 ; namely, the tulf1llment of the will of God, "Persoen

lichkeitagedanken1 and "Gemeinscha.ftsgedanken. 1134 Luther's ethics is 

war 1n ihrem Urspl"UJl€ e1ne r~in r~ligioeae Bewegung: s!e wurzel t durchaus 
in der theologischen Entvicklung ihres J'uehrere, Martin Luther.• Heussi, 
21?.• cit. , p. 285. 

32cr. Karl Holl, •tuther," Gesammelte e¥!:(asaetze zu.r Xirch~eachichte 
(Tttebingen: Verlag Ton J. c. B. Mohr--Paul Siebeck, 1932). I, S42f. 

JJ Carl Stange observed that the modern moral philosophy, such as 
Kant's Categorical Imperative, is not original. It is a revision, in 
terms of rational philosophy, of one aspect of the Reformation, i.e. on 
morality. 11Da.s Arloa (k:atagorischer Imperativ Kants) 1st tateaechlich 
keineavegs eine Entdeckung der modernen Philosophie, sondernwird schon 
von den Refor11atoren in der ibnen eigent~emlicben Form der Problemstellung 
mit Na.chd.ru.ck betont •••• Das pnichtbewu.setsein Kanta bat nichts su 
tun llit der naiven Rei terkeit antiker Lebeasauff'aseung, aondern klingt 
sehr deutlich an die reformatorische Predigt von der Busze und Bekehrung 
an.• Carl Stange, Studien !!!:£ Theologie LUthers (Gutersloh: Dl"llclc und 
Verlag von C Bertelsma.n.n., 192.8), pp. 112, 159. Rupp considers Luther as 
the father of Protestant moral theology, for Luther's religion is a re
ligion of conscience. Cf. Gordon Rupp, ~ Righteousness of God (London: 
Rodder and Stoughton. 1953). 252. 

34cr. Roll,~·£..~ •• pp$ 227 ff. 
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p rlnnm plantanda esti sine ea enim ir::possibile est intelligi.~ quid bonnm 

,)_pu ~,; sit~ quid Deo placeat. • • • SublA.ta arbo:re referr; to ;~aith 

11 ~{':f'l sse est au.ferri q_uoq_ue fructus good vork • n.JS The a.ct of lo7e. 

ther~fore. is the act of faith.39 Faith and love are the sum total of 

Ch:d atian strength and understa.ndlng. 4o 

Acco:rding to Luther, individual and com~,runi ty c;mnot be separated. 

?.nch individual ba:s 'bo t h the right an,l the o·oligation to b.is nei~hbor 

,.,.':ill his cownu.ni ty. F't'e,:,dom equ;:-1ls reeponsi'bili ty. The man-man relation 

l s wi.thin the pale of ree-ponsibility. The significance of Luth~r' s in

tr."Hiu.ction of 11Persoenlich.kei tsgedanken" lies in the awareness of res

-;:.onsibili t.y. while his emphasis on 11 Gemeinsd1a:ftg~dank:en1t presupposes 

t he act of love which is illucidated throughout the new Testa.ment. 41 A 

Christian man exists no longeT for bimselfr nor for his own benefit or 

fo r the benefit of hie family. but he lives for his 11 nAie;hbor. 11 In his 

d.P.i.ly life and in profession, he serves his neighbor and his cornrnuni ty. 

38w. 4o ii, 66. Gal. 5: 14 (15Jl). Also E. 16. 299 f.: 11Der Glau't.e 
brlngt den Geist mi t ihmr d e r alle gn.ten Werke mit Lust und Liebe tut 
u.nd also Gottes Gebote erfuehllt.tt 

39cf. Ottmar Ditt:dch, Ges~hichte Der ~ (Leipzig: Verlag von 
~elix Mein~r, 1932), !Vt 24--25. 

40cf. w. 19, 7?; ':f. 30 i, :349. For a t horoll{;h treat:nent of the 
i,mb.ject, faith and lov1:1 in Lutherr. a sr,cial ethics 9 the a.utte r re:Prs to 
Fo:rrell . 2:Q.• cit., PI'• 1-198 . See 1tlso Geo r f; B1J l~a1wald, D. Martin Luther, 
Eln Lebensb1ld fuer d.as deutsche ~ (LPivzig und Berli;; Druck u. Ver
lag von B. G. Teubner. 1914). p. 1. 
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,, 
€ifi,tr~"!'·t"ri.' A mrrn like Ilt'l1nrH"!"' ~ci::.,,pti;, but ri,,l.1ct,ctntly, th!'\ c,:mtrl.::iution 

t.,,.,·,ven,1.<H, [a.b'.J•tt !_,1th<>r 1 1 contrlbntii,n tl'I ~inc.t'!.ti.J'.l~r the tru.th lie$ 

pai-tJ,;r tn both CB-"!'lpB. tt4 

s point we ha·re alr~ad.y obs~rved in th!:' Int rodnctl:.m ,f t);.-is 
<,h,_,n • to. Cf. E. B~ Ka.uf!l'ltmni "G:r.mdfragen der Frz i. ehu."lg bei Luthf'?:". it 

1~~t]l~!, ·;5. t te:!.b1nlren der, Lu therg,~Mlse;haft. (19.54). Zwei tes Heft, 6c ff. 

·•, 

;,>~~ f..d'"8.rd. A. Fi tipntJ•it-k, Ex],1or'1,1t;: ~ T leolli~ of 'Ed•tc$tion 
''':'1.w-;,;:>::r,e, WiM:.; 'I'he '?rnce ·::>i1hl tshine: :>cr::,nn:r, 1c5c), r,. 8& 70t' H 

f '~th,,:- inst ch tt the au t1,,n· re,+-,,rs to ot'1"1' wor1rn ';,y '7i tz,.v, t:d cl::. s·.:.ct at,, 
{'tt:.is,)::,hv of DJ,,"",ati'Jn: 3-Ntdir.£, in th~ ?h.~ 1.,:,~ of 1''3dnc~~tton;,; !.£!! 
.~,, __ < t . ,_ """" .., -~ ----~ 
c1:'dst."11n Ed1.1.cat1on; ::iow to :SO.uettte 3:mtilu~ Be~. 

'../. 

~~t r~:~ h~i~:1f~r, The E;.r;_,li~_-r_~,'1::l fit._~ t11e ~qf?!f.!521.l T~)::1.~~. (1Ts-~A ~r-/~;e;: ·--~n~ 
, ~; -~~ r 1, ?~~1. 
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q 
ve:::y front rank of the world*s g:N>stest edu.cator~. 1A RP- ha.a especially 

~r-f<,r, a:r:o,:l\aHne to tho I!lil.g11:1trotes in behnlf of foundinE schools for 

the peopl~. :By hh, influen,)e1 met.hqds of indruction wer"" improved, 

'flhere is scarcely a.n.y phase of education that Luther left untouched. 

R "Cf. T. Misa1,1a, Modern Educe.tori; a.nd Their Ideals (N1>w York: 
r. Ir;Ietvn and Compa.tty. 1909), .P• 7. W. c. Kor..n, 11:tuther' a In.:fltumce 
·,n :f o~:ula.:r !ducatfon, fll ~(l>ur-hu:ndredtb Anniveniary 2f ~ ~formation, 
,,f!it.,;d by w. R. 'I\ Dau ,St-. LouJ~: Concordia. Pllbliahine House, 1917), 
t'• '}'): ~ .... indi~ntable fact is that V.tt.her i~ the father of nonuler 
~'C..'1Ct,1:ic,o. • • NI Also Cf. Hor~t Kefer~t.ei.n, fllNartin Luther, It Encykl~
Lt:.!:'.2-J sch~s Handbuch ~ ?J!!degoii:1=£, hera.v,sgegebf'·n von w. Rein (Le.n$er;~ 
tr1!1r1: Henia.nn E~;'er & Soehn4---Tie:y~r & Manni 1';n16), :PP• 694-701. 

'1/""':: 

v.·Lutherts rather adVHnced thoughts on education cn.n be observed in 
U ,~f !:' respect1;s: 1) Ad.eq_uatE> :rrog:ram .,f comtse of study; 2) Attractive 
td,,, :r,,onis and pler .. sant atmosphere for learning and tee..chlng; J) Graded 
tn,,t.:rtdion a.ccord..ine to the capacity of each child; 4) Stress on the im
po;-,tance of t&ichers; 5) Source study and rational methods; 6) :=:c.hool for 
tirlr~ ?) V:H~at.!einnl t.ndning; 8) Cba.ra.cter-building, and reUgious in
".tr,ctiC\.n~ Th.,:, following sonrcf!s c:m be consulted: Kohn, ou. cit., n. 218; 
E~~.2_Rnd, "Me.:rttn Lutherf" ~cY}Qopaedie des e;,esammten Erzi~unZs=und-~te:r.., 
d1·id,f'lwe£',•me, herau9gegebl:ln iron K. A. Schmid, et al (r,othta: Ve:rln1:; vor.. 

f Bet1zt>rf 186.5}r !V, 469 on 1,c1t':',er and Gf,;;;~-Volks£1chule; P;,:intert 
L1:J]~;.t QB. Educ.":&t.il)\l, fil?.• cite:•• PP• 152 f., 159 f., 159 f.; George Mertzt ::ia.s 
]£,pulwese_:B _c!ey cleutschen Reformation im 16. Jah.rhun.dert (Heidelberg: Carl-
''i'ln te:r1 s Uni versi ta~tsbuchhandllu.£. 1902) i PP• 336-78 on the m~thod8 of 
lrrntrnction during MforrN:i.tion. Al so Good~ £:F'.• 9J.l., P• 515; 11 It wa.s 

,},f'v.' "1hr, jni•t d""Hrly rerci:>ci11ed the".t. th(> crlnciy-I+ss rif thf'1 Pef,,rrritl+ion 
~"''.lly dcmt+'1dec: r~'l •miv~rt.a} el;,rn,c:.n1.ary ,,.(lucation. tt 
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regarded the "first Reformation docu,~ent on ed.ucation. 122 It is short, but 

a remarkably lucid exposition of Luther's philosophy of education and ite 

practice, and worthy of careful examination, even tod.ay. 23 In this writing 

Luther earnestly pleads the cause of the schools, solemnly en.joined upon 

the magistrates of cities their obligation to support and to promote the 

means of education. 24 The consequences of this stirring plea of Luther is 

clearly elB.lDined by Dr. O. Albrecht, who has edited this treatise for 

the Wei:11a.r Edition of Luther's Works and writt~n the critical introduction 

to 1 t. 

Luther's rousing call was not in vain. Already in the year 1.524 
c~rt.?.in significant evangelical school reforms took place which 
mu.st be regarded as the fruit of the efforts of the reformers and, 
especially, of Luther's tract addressed to the councilmen, such as 
in Magdeburg, Nor.dhausen, Halberstadt, and Gotha, in 1525 Eisleben 
followed and Naremberg in 1526. During the folloving decade there 
was a manifest growing seal for founding and remodl>lUn.g city Latin 
schools throughout the entire Germany and, indeed, it prevailed un
til vell into the middle of the 16th century in the Protestant 
territoriea.25 

Luther wrote this treatise on the eve of the Peasant's Revolt, in 1524, 
1n the midst of confusion. For a comment on this writing, See J. Koestlin, 
~ of Luther (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913), pp. 19)-4. 

22P. J'. Marique, Historz ~ Christian Education. (New York: Fordham 
University Press, 1926), II, 108. Cf. Painter, Ristot'Y of Education, 
~· ill• , :!'.'• 143. 

23 (l'. P. E. Kretzmann, A :Brief History 2f. F,duca.tion (st. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, n.d.), II, 55. 

24cr. ~. H. Reisner, The :Evolution of the Cormnon School (New York: 
The MacMillan Company, 1930), pp. 26 £. 

2sw. 15, 15. 
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Under such an int,egrated system of edue!ttion by Luther, a.11 agencies, 

home, Church. State and schools, should be in operation. He inspired 

magistrates and princes to establish schools beint: permeated by the spirit 

of the Reformation. Education, according to him, is a perpetuation 

(e::ceeution) of ~ poli ticus ~. A.nd it ext~nd.s freely through the 

"ganr.en Koerper der Chri stenhei t. "53 To make such a liberal education-

GUOG liberos educet,.54 Luther encouraees the rule:rs to introdnce compulsory ---
education whenever the neci:>ssi ty ar'hes • .55 

In th~ education of chi.ldren, one. finds the sou:rce of genuine str~ngth 

of a cl tyr the spring of the highest we.lfare of the people, training of 

good citizenst and treasur~ of treasur~s. 

mm liegt einer Stadt Gedeiben nicht allein da rin, class man grosse 
:~.che"etsse sammle. feste Mau:ren, schoene Haeuser. vlel Buechsen und. 
Harnisch zeuge; ja, wo dess viel ist, und tolle Narren drueber kommen, 
i~t ao viel deste aerger und deste g~oesser Schade d~rselbe.n Stadt; 
sondern etas 1st einer St.adt bestes und aller:teichest Gedeihen, Heil 
und Kraft, class sie (so) Vielseiner. gelehrte:r. vernuenftiger, ehe
'ba:r. wohlgezogener :Burt:er bat, die kuennten dnrnach vohl Schaesee und 
alle-s Gut sammlf>n, b.al ten und recht brauchen. 56 

Luther's ideal of educe,tion is a lofty one: in each onets respective 

station, ln his own surroundings, dedicate himself to a life of service to 

53B.. WP,rderma.rm, Luther als Erzieher rnd lli_ Re1igionspa.edagog;ik 
(Guet~rsloh: Verlag J3ertelsir.ann, 1938), p.6. Cf. Koehler, 22• cit., 
P• J91; W. JO ii, 569 f., 575 ff. 

54-"Fo11rth Commandnient," Concordia Tri-"'lotta, Qll• ill•, p. 630 f. 

55cf. Wilds, .2:Q.• cit., p. 288; Bruce. 212.• cit •• p. 171: the eta tement 
spoken by Schmidt in the Geschich te m Paed.agogik, I, 4-6. And also 
Cf. Leach. $2.• .£!.i•, p. 805. 

56
11' ?2 17Q ... --t . ...... , /. 
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t1nd cirn i:i.uc:h das schlicht.este. klar·P:te un.d gesu.ndeste, d.a.r, es in aer 

- ,. ·· ·,-,( ~11 "~ d"' , i:ir·"i "ht·:r, · -£'\- , 115° >:-;.,', ·~~,'-J.,4~ l,., - !.'~ V' ! J-_J ./, C ~ '!!':,_ !:°'.!,'..Ji,,,. 
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is established22 and will be preserved a.lwayb. 23 The ChtU"ch does not 

tl'.ake t.he Word but is me.de by the Word.. 
24 

Luther's Understanding of the Word of God 

t 1. 
l 

The Word of God: 

' ' r 
As in the Holy Seriptu.res, 25 Luther speak:P of JeAus Christ aF the 

"Word of God." "Luther nannte Je1rus r;o gern d.a.a Wert Got tes. ml ~ 

~ gel'laueres Bild fuer ~ geistige Selbstmi tteilung gibt. lf
26 

Christ ie 

called the "Word• because He is God} s Son from eternity. manifesting to 

the world what are G¢d's thoughts, plans and expressions; and revealing 

God to men. He who l3ys hold of the Word, therefore, poseesses Christ. 

Thf' Word brings to men all things, necessity for salvation, and Christ 

E'imself ~ 27 Where God's Word is, there is Christ. 28 With the Father He 

22w. :, 454, 25: 11 scriptl1m eat ventur. unde o:ritur verita.s divine. 
et ecclesia. • 

w. 4, 189, ;,4: "quia i.n verrJO enne;elii est eeclesia construct.a, 
'!_uod est verbum sspientie et v::r-i:,utis dei. 11 

W. J, 571, 28: 'ex Chr1 i,;to et evangelio ns,se1mtur plu.rbd. fideles. tt 

w. I.s., 415. 21: •quia. :per li tere.m et htunan.as tT1,,di tiones non 
edifiootur eeclesia. Christo. soo per evarige1ium~ tt 

23w. 3, 259. 18: •verbi.ur en:tm dei conaervat ecclesiam d.ei. w 

24ct. ·t. 8~ 491. Luthert s 96 Theses, N'O. 62~ "The true tr~asnre o:f 
the Chur<>Jl is the holy Gospel of the g1 ory and t:l'fl;Cf" of Goel. 

25ct. Jn. 1:1; 1:14; I Jn. 1:1; Rev. 19:13, etc* 

2t>neinJ:ich Eor!Lii:a.'1l1!1. ~u_thelJ! Goistie;e Welt (Guet~rsloh: C .. :Bertelffiliru1n. 
1953), :p. 86. On this point, hoiwi:,,ver, Prof ~:rnk;amro' s -view is somewhat 
dubious .. 
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works in the croot:Ive e~c:1':i vity, who if: yet in a different P~1·son. 29 God 
"V\ 

cT"'rded, anti then spoke. Re and Htfi eterr.,al 'ford also preep,rve all .. ~" 

Th~ Word. the ln!",f,.rt,ete Son of God,;1 wa~ the on.ly .Agent in cre . .a.tionrJ2 

God came, to the world in a. forrr. r,f 

----

~,..,. 
rn.~.- ( 

29·t1. LJ.2, 14: 11 Ergo in principfo et ante ol!".nem c:rM ~-'~ est verbuw, 
P,t est tfl1ll ,,otens verbumt q_tlod. ex nUdl,i faci t. omn:ia. • • • Et taoen ha.~c 
dI ~,tlnctio etui:nnodJ est.~ ut 11nissirn, • , • un11;,i:is es~~ntiae nnr,e::i,t.

11 

>1cr. E:icpotd.tion c,n the Gosr,~J Af?;cnrtlirtt::: to St. Sohn l:i. ~tated 111 
;> •. • .• ?, 1662 f. J...2.so the exposHlor, on ,Tn~ 1:1-14, dcc:umentecl in s.r. 7. 
2.1_0 c-6.5, especially in P1?• 2152 and 2161. 

32cf. r.r,. ".l 19~32. -·· 
33(::f S~l• 

., 28 f.; ?s 1S45. .., . -· 
34 i"t~ , . .,. 

. .._>.,:,. L.."• .t,. 
,., 1547 t 1551. r, 

'J:'7 
_,. f P' :il 

- J1 .. 2: .5 ff• 
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"Luther hat, di,e heilige Schrift a.ls einen OrganislIDlll anzusehen gelehrt, 

in dem alles einzeln.e SP.in Licht von dem Mittelpunkt empfaen.gt, in dem 

daher ~uch Untersehiede des Wertes bestehen."49 By Luther 11the Old Testa.

ment was beet handled in expos! tion, the Ne.,., Test.amen t was best hand.led 

in sermons. 1t "This was in keepine with his distinction between the Old 

Tes +~.ment S.£' 1 :Scrlpture• in the more precise sense of the word and the 

J.fow Testament as 1:pre-llching. 1 n.SO In no respect was Luther l~se tll1 e.xre:rt 

0n the Old Testament than. Qn the New, nor did he minimize the importance 

.51 of the former. 

49Wilh. Walther, 11Der Glaube and.as Wort Gottee, 11 Das Erbe der 
.Reformation (Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche Ve:r1a.gsbuchha.nd1~ ~r:-;-1903), 
Erstes Heft, 24. 

c;o 
"" Luther's Works. ed1te4 by J. Pelikan and translated by the editor 

et al (St. !-ends: Ccncordte.. Publiflhing Houset 1956), XXI, x. Prof'. 
!!einrich Bornkamm made the :followinc obserrc1.tion: "Wenn sid1 die Lage bei den 
Predigten eennu ,:ung-ekehri-!..uther hat dreissigmal so viel Predigten ueb$r 
neu.teetrunentliehe Texte gehal ten mer ueber a.l ttestamen-tliclle • • • • " 
B:einrlch :Bor.n.kamm.. ~ ~ AJ te Testamen;t; .2.l?.• cit., p. 6. Ibid., 
:p. ?: 8!,uther Mt etva sechs J~.hre la.ng (152~29) die fuenf :Buecher Mose vor 
(te:r· Wi ttenber:;er Gemeinde durchgepr.edigt." Cf., L. W. Spitz, Jr., tttuther 
E:q;cm.n,ls the Gospels, 11 Concordia. '.fheologic.al MonthlY, XXVIII (Jenua77, 19:56), 
l5. 

l':''1 

~
1
-we should re~ember that Lu ther detected the centrel doctrine of 

Ju st~i:fieetion by fa.Uh, not dn.r:i nc his N. T. studies, but wh:tlP. hf' was pre
paring his leetu..r~ on the Pse.l ms. Cf. w. 51, 1-H. Th.ere iB a. mounta in of 
materiel on Luther's Ul'ldersta.~r~ng of the Old Teet.ament, twenty volt.ll'.'les of 
IJJTHER1 S WOMrn. Prof. :Bor::il:-!?.:w brou.g·ht out a.:n L11 teref:ting pointt when he 
said: "WP.nn man 1uthers <l.anlals einhei tHc.h~ biblische Professor in die hettte 
ueblie.~en beiden Faeeher ~1.fteilen koe.nnte1 so Illll&a€te rran L\tther viel ~her 
einen Professor der altteataraentlicl1en Exegese nennen denn der neuteata.mant
lichen." Heinrich J3ornka.m, L1-1,.tf~.r u.nd d;f!;s Alte, :riestament, .ml• ill•, p. 6. 
E. 18, 319: "Es itlt e.ber ein gewoehnlic:::ter .A.ussp1"lrnh in den Scl:m.len der 
T'11.eologen, dasz im al ten Test.::>,rrH111 te r:d ch t viele z~neniese vom ewigen Leben 
und von der Au.ferEtehung der 7o,l k -,t ·,,- , :-h.and. e:r. g ':)1en; (doch d.:tes 1st irr
thue-:mlich). n 
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Sle:lnen Ver.~tnnd hat ,..r rl'Jch ni<:ht. Dem, 'Evan,:7el h,r::, :-:;hne Ve:rsta:nd 
ha1,,::,n, isl kdn ::Vonc:;0U11rn habet1; ,md die Sc~ .. fift babN1 ohne 
3rken>:.tnis Chrir--ti, 1£'lt k~:b·,e St~h::-i+-t ht\D<:'T!.

4 

i;r~ldi 11Di.;? 'Bibel itt Gottes Wort, tnsofe:r-n sie di.e am Ili1d Christi r;e= 

w<'..',fu,enE- Leh:re Luthers vc,n der Rechtfertigung enthaelt. •
66 

TM s does not 

me~.n, however. that we should select eert~,in parts of the Bibl!'! as 

er.pecielly Chri~tian and reject other :,a.::rts a.B non-Christian. Luther be-

lieves that in the deepest sense a.11 parts of the canonical books refer 

to Christ. 67 

The Scriptures is given thro11t:::h :::)roy,hets and a1ostlas inspirt,>d. ty 

tL.itt-Jl to se:1 n1 believe in Jer~:1s ·2>ris CkJd.ts 3t)r!. r:::d rt1:>l ;~~~"v"!..o:r., ,/1.P 

".,,< l"v~ in Jes1u1 Christ b,ec,.c.nsf' wr:· bel:cvA in :;crlpt,1:re; we 1:;,Jlieve tn 
::c1"ipture becc,.use we believe in ,Tcrr,10 Ghr:. '.'.':t. Th1!": r~i r,:~ p, ,,n:5.~ts l~c:1t,s1c-
l t :1s.s a ct~ntc~:r- -:-t·oor1t ,~:t'":icl1 it ;+:~·:-to:ver.: 1T!Jrr:.\s Cl-:·, __ ri~t. Set~ fialt~r- P~ 1cf~:1J0

·;:-ct 

u~;;_t;":\ ~'lord ln tl1.~ itord." C0ttco:::1i~), Thec-\cr:ical )f>Jn_t1Uv, XJ:V (Fc1:rr1.1,tr"tf 1·.:1c;l.~\ ----- . .,_ --.. ~----,---tlO·-- .. ____ ,.....,.._::;:..:,,.,, . ..,- t ~ ,.,- -· . ,: t 

l~S. 

{··" ,,\ '·l, 

1:. " 

rt."h.f::(\ ;_ ! ;J··:_ ~ _______ ..,...__;:;... 
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nit£\ end which he hopes to accomplish. Such a destination det('rmines the 

means and the methods that are to l;e ell'l;;,loyed and will affect the en tire 

~ educative procedure.- Lutherts educati,'Jn, which is devised by not thf> 

----~--
nfoht a.11ders 1 :J.,tt helfe mid Axn1:n! 1 

On. t}""r(S -risr1t,j \rlt..t th~ ~-1Ci'"n~-~:::: )f G}";rl;;ttPJ1. in.struct-.!)nt t:0n:fiT'::·1,,\ion 
and t}\t? mar·r1.~e of !..:c1.tI1erz tf])f~:r Q.1~1?...~ nich.1:s AJHlt~rur :iArt.21 ,i:~s RAcl1t,e, 

g~!}\1)\~/~t d;;:r" C'n:<i c1t 
. .:..n th.r, re-r:.r~ 

'~'1 /$- ·.~. <"oj ..... ~-·: •.3 1 Q (", 
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state of man which e:rlsted in the beginnine~ Christ became incarnate in 

ore.er t0 make men the sons of God. He brought us to the knowlecge of our

selves Rn,: our Creator, so that we might learn to know who and wbat we 

have been, and who and what we n.ow ar~. We were •1tterly lost and destroy~d, 

,; .., 
but no1:! ¥.e are- delivered from sins, and becane pu:re~ justified a.nd savec..- -· 

· Luther expressed his joy in the incernation of Christ in this -way: 

Aeh. wir armen Mensc'henl Das w:i:r so k:al t und fa.ul zu dieser grossen 
freudt uns stellen. die doch uns geschehen intr- die gross woltr?,t, 
die 'deit uber alle ander werk der schopffung sindt, und sollens den
coch so schwechlig gla.uben. so es uns vor. Engcln gepredigt und ge
sungen wirdt, welchS4hirnlische Theo].ogi,e sindt und haben sich unsert 
halben so g~freuetl 

In the in~..arnation, there is an objective lesson given. to men. Christ, 

the• Almighty God. chose to become a man to save ma:-: and to :oerve roan with 

~~ 

the A_post.les and His believerf'.~.) If it were His will, Re, with Hi s almi01ty 

powe:r could turn the world. ups:icie down with one sinelP, move. However, Ee 

preferred to be a sen'1lnt rather than to be min:ietered unto.56 In the 

fo1":!l , of a man, Chrir.t lowered Himsel.f in a deep htuniliation becoming a 

sn,yant of sinners. 

m•n· , pacificamur. per quam in nobi s recnat." Also W. 4. 16. 

_5Ju. T--o l, '1,0 c:o n - .n.. ,. • .JV• 

54w. TR. 4. NO. 4201. 

55cf. ,,_ ,c l."lt;l.tt. 20: ?.o. 

56c:r. Phil. 2:;, ff.; :-.1att. 20 ~28; Mk. I0~h5. 

57 f -~, t"-: ~·, 0 r ~ ~":- _ , ~ ,.. - .. . .. 'i. TP ... ;<,~ Ni). ,-~2t)t..> • .!.JllvLL fi .r stressed co:ns1 s t .. ent].7 t.r:..:.~-- t g \1(~1··, .fi. s t, J :r it 
::> f 8hrist ot1ght to be t:'l~ (:!X1<.wple f!, r teacl-;er ,. ::i.nc. od.ucc.t,: r r:. ,Al?, 0h:dst 
'b t? {~.Jne rr.ci..n i n o:-d.er t.0 ~.e~~\ie Jr:nx.1, s ~ the t~--r1.cI-.ers rrr,~r-ct. bA(>;m;::: [;,._ ch.!1C in 
f):d f}T t.(', ~ft) Ji:.a Le; t-e.[;J'•h r<n{i hf·, 1r t.r.H~1ffi4 Cf,. WaJ.. 1_ ,)i 5?.~ i'()T' f~1rt!-~.e r 
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stian life is a life 

"good work. 11 ~t!m is justifi 

jirntific~,tion throueh good 

stehet ein chri.stlich le 

, ~6 . 
die werk sz.n-...- Faith 

there is true love. 158 

I. ~ -. A.H. 
Main: Vittorio 
R. M. )heller. 

1ss,. 
qu.alitas Ye 
donec 
qua.edam eerta 

• • • •• 

9. 
ill€ wo:rks of ther 
1 and W. 4o 11, l 
"Von der Freiheit 

• 

• E. 16, • 
:"ead.er 1s referred to: G. 
American Press, 18,54 ). 1 

t 

esses 

s elation is indispe 

durch den glauben und 

15? Where there is true f 

total of the Christien 1 

( 
7; • , .2:P.• cit. • 

and 

t run 
43 f; 

• 132 f •• 94, 146. 

des cb.ristiana non est otiosa 
poss excistere to morta.11, 

fice Sed si est fides, es 
a.ssensus quo · 

). On faith and good work, th1' follow

den 
(1 

thorough treatment 
. 11, Faith 
And. espt:,eiaJ.ly 

(W. 4o 1, 
6, l ); 

7,, • 
f'ai th and love. tht 

(m~w York: Tb.e 
• , :P• 189. 

1 • E. 8. J " . f.; *• 63, 
1 et, dass der Glau.be ni terlaes soll te e wi rke:n. Er fragt 
auch nicht, ob gu.te Werke zu sind, sondorn eh-e ma.n fragt. hat er sie 
getan u.nd ist imme.r im Tun, .... 1.>.lso dass unmoeelich iet, Werke vom 
Glaub~n z1t scheid<"..nt j~. so w..,,1l'IOeglich, als 'Brr;nnen und Leticb.ten vora Feuer 
mag eden werden.• 
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ed.u-ca tional material. 37 God• a Word camio t be proclaimed vi thout Hi a 

people; God's people lik:eviae cannot exist without His Word.JS !he achool 

is the :f'ru.1 t of Go41 a Word.. "Das lfaehsthua der Schul.en iet eine lru.cht 

des Wortes und aie s1nd Lehranetalten der Kirchen. 1t39 Luth.er places ed.uca

completely under the Word-under the Law and the Goepel. All ia made by the 

Word; all educational aehieveaen.ts can be bro\l&ht thro\l&h the same Word. 4o 

Luther did not hesitate to urge the parents not to send their children 

to a school where God• a Word 1e not taught or a false idea was being taught. 41 

Condemning the higher achoals of hie time vb.ere the holy Scriptures were 

neglected, Luther deacribed them aa 1 great gatee of Bell. -42 J'or him, edu,.. 

cation. means the learning process where God's Word is intensivel1 taught. 

To neglect or to eliminate the Word of God from the achool cu.rriculwa, there

fore, means to ignore the primary source of knowledge and instruction. 'fhe 

instruction of God's Word must stand in first place. ill other instru.ction, 

'11hether theoretical or practical, whether natural or spiri tu.al sciences, in 

Luther• s educational plan comes after God's \ford and Hi• revelation. 

Ylot. Chapter v. Of. Wal 10, 4, 384. er. Kef'erstein, ~ Paedagogilt 
der Kirch~, .ll• s.ll·, PP• 19 t. Cf. Hammelabaek. Gl.Aube J.!.ll. :lniehup;;, ~· 
cit., p. 5?. Of. Hammelebeck, Ji!!Meliache Lehre m ~ lrsiehpng, 9:2.• 9.U •• 
P• 29. 

J8 Beckel, s;e,. e1 t., P• 30. 

J9 s. L. 22, 209. 

4oCf. Theodor Pauls, Erz1ebl1!1£; ~ Up.terricllt !a. IiBthers Theologie {Ber
lin: Furehe-Verlag G. M. 13. H., 1935), PP• 11, 12, 38, h.S, 83. 

4-1,,. 6, 462. Wal. 10, 384: 11Wo aber die he111ge Sch.rift Dieht regieret, 
dare.the ich fuerwahr Niemand., <lass er sein Kind hinthue.u Cf. wai. 12. 339; 
13, 2119. 

42s.t. 10, 342. 
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be sure, •tea from his theo1og1cal viewa; and., consequently, hi• aim of 

education directs to God awl to Christ. In a lim:1 ted sense, Luther did 

form.late the task of education, which was also an admonition to the 

parents, to rear the children in God.' s Word vi th 1 Zuch t, 1hr W1d Go ttee Furcht. a1 

Luther looked upon the religion of Chrlat as the highest interest in 

life because it is the basis of all worthy lirtng. Religion mu.et be lived 

as well as believed. Luther placed both school and church under the 

guardianship of the state, and laid a foundation for the atate to control 

the education tbroughou t Gernan.y at his time. In banding oTer the schools 

to the state, hoYever, Luther never intended a •secularisation• of education. 4 

On the contrary, be intendecl. to make the Christian principle of life

cryatalised in the Roly Scriptun-lhi.n.g and active in the daily life of 

people. !hls is the source of peace, prosperity and orcier. !hue Luther 

tautnt in these words: 

durch goettliehe Huelfe ihm [the youth] rathen un4 helfen zu. aeligem 
und chrietlichem Regiment deu.tschel!I I.llnds, an Leib un4 Seel, mit allen 

Frits Strieh {Muell.Chen: Meyer W1d Jeseen. 1924), P• 2.59: Luther wollte die 
Welt niehta a.n.ders lehren, ale was cl.as Wese:n cler .Religion sei; ••• • • 
Foster Vat.on, 1 Ma.rtin Lather,• A Cyclopedia ef cat ed1 ted by Paul 
Monroe (lfev York: The MacMillan Company, 192.5). IV, 95: .ill Luther•• edu
cation is subordiM.te to the religious motif, 19t it ittcludea the greatest 
queetiona, religious teaching, fa.mil,- ed'l1cat1on, the vernaou1ar.• 

3v. JO i, 134 (Xatechismspredigten, 1S2B). Eph. 6:4. Cf. lf. 1, 449, 
450. Cf. L.W. Spits, •fbe Inclusive Aim of Christian Education,• Lutheran 
lduca.tion, 83 (December, 1947), 198-207. 

4 
Cf. 11.aer Barrieon lfilu, ,!h!. :roundations !l1 Modern (lfev 

and enlarged edition: Nev York: Rinehart & Company, Inc., 1 2 , PP• 283, 293. 
Cf. P. J! • XretABnn, A :Brief History !l1. Education (St. Louis: Concordia 
PublishiDg House, n.d .. ), II, S?. 
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Word of God. and his pedagogical vork:s in conjunction vi th modern educa,

tional philosophies. All these men, with four different aspects of Luther 

study, should. have the ea.me one goal in mind, namely, to crystallize the 

education.al view of Luther in the light of his theology. These cooperative 

studies would be compiled in one volume, thereby gathering the entire re

search material into one unit. SU.ch an undertaking should be of great 

help in gaining a fuller view into Luther• s philosophy of education. 

May the Lord grant that the day come soon.I 

Soli ~Gloria~ Christo. 
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3. Parent1n Causes of parental aegl.igence of educating th4dr oh1ldrea. 
a. Lack of plev · ( . and 1lpl'ightne88 ) ; hardened them-

ael Tea ·ag&:laet own 'Offspring. and , did no thing tor them. 
P• Jll*• 

b. !M great -~1'1~ ot parents wre uaqualif'ied (,ggeechiekt) 
tor educating their cb.Ud.ren. P• ~· 

c. Parents bad u tae 1ror . MUca tiag their chi14rea. 
d. 'foo expenai,ve, to Mre teacher•• eapeeieJ.17 for the poor !ol.k8; 

many a bright 'bo7 . ~ ltnabe) on account. of poverty. 
would be ne€1,e&te4. P• j/.pli 

4. Opportuni tiea were neglected.: 

a. !he rulers an.4 puenta were e till enveloped in the former 
eondi tion ot da.rk:11.••• 

b. Uee!ul reason bad. to pass vi thout grati tu.de and improvement. 

s. Appeal and ad:llonition. 

a. 1aithful. parents should speak. for :pleasing God and being 
themsel•e• bleaaed.. (:trezlich rech,e chrlatliehe trewe elltem.) 

b. !he graoe and·· VO!'k of God must be ueed vhU" they are near 
and available,· for the7 vould not always be present. "f'aule 
haenae IMeMa ·.e1J1 boffsea jar haben. 1 P• J~* 

III. Luther• a atti,tude \&ward. the education of youth. 

to neglect to educate you th. 

a. To 11eglect w ed!lcate youth is even contrary to nature !t8elt', 
'because naw.re 1 taelf moves men to ednca te you th. On the 
contrary, however. the people were ashamed to talk a.bout ednca.
tion. 

b. Bational creatures should educate their 70uth. 
c. !o ·~eot to ecluoa.te yeuth is contrary to the state o.f perfect 

saints. 
d. Such ni9g); ce of edl1Cat1ng children deael'Vea heayY chaetiae-

ment etl'affe vefdieuet). 
e. !c n eet to educate 70uth is to neglect and to diahonor 

immortal settle (•ecUen aeelen verlaasen und. geachendet werd.en.") 

2. Positive approach: 'l'o educate youth. 

a. !o ecb1cate ynuth is a eerious and grave aubJect ( 11 eyn ernste 
grosee eache .. •)-Ohrietians aut educate and bru.g up th~ir 
children in a Chriatia.n way. 

b. Chriatian eacation 1a the subJect with which Christ and the 
world are coa~rned. p. ~ 

c. Christi.an seal and debotion ought to be deYoted to oTercoming 
the obstacle• of edncating a.n4 promotin€ it. p. 30-* 

' ,', , 
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"lline Predict. daas man IUl'. Sehul.en hal tell eolle. • (A Sermon on 
the Dllt7 of Sen.ding Children t School) (15:30).• 

Purpoee of the Sermon: 

In order to inatn.ct preachers. scattered all over, in the duty 
of admonishing their people to send their children to school. !'his 
subject is a rich and appropriate theme. P• Sl7** 

"so. reich u. vol iet eolch Them." 

The shining em.nple of • 

It influenced o the life of other communities. Such a. 
city as Na.remberg is the ornament and honor of Germany and. its 
other cities. 
German books were u\111.sed. by the common people. 

Crafty- deTices of Sa.ta.tu 

1. His ultimate pvpon is to destroy the holy Gospel and the 
Kingclom of Goel. 

2. Re attearpts to delude the common people into withholding their 
children from school and instructioa. P• S20*• Sa.ta.a sugg&•t• 
such hurtf'111 ~ts to the people as: 1 S1nce there is no hope 
for the and prieeth&od &Bl' mere, we do not need learned 
men and stwl1'. lN.t IIWlt consider how we can obtain food and wealth.• 
Thia is a paster-piece of 11Teu:f'fel 1s macht.• p. 520*• 

3. Results of the elimination of Scripture-study: lawleaenese; 
multitude of Yil.d bee.sts--1 Solcher verzveivelt boeeer Lente.• 
P• .521** 

~ Sermon ~ Iteel{: 

1. '?he ministry 1s ineti tu.ted. by God (ge1atlich ~) 

a. The Dlinisterial office is instituted. by God, not vi th gold and 
silver, but with the preciou.e 'blood and. bitter death of Christ. 
P• S26*• 

b. !his olliee promotes eternal 11:t'e and releaees man from death 
&!Id •in. P• 526*• 

e. Preach.ing and ministration of the Word and Sac1"611enta; imparting 
the Boly Spirit and ealva.tion. :P• 52B. s~· 

d. N'ot the monastic clergy, but the m.Wetry of the Word. P• 528•• 
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b. •teicht iet die achreibo-tedd.er, • but the whole bodJr an4 aoul 
of man are aob111se4 t.o work with 1t. p. STJ** (Painter, 2S8f') 

4. !he hardship of l 

a. Luther cont.rae tchol&Jos .and soldiers. Re aa.ya- that knowledge 
1• a light to carr;r. ba.t a hea.-y one acq,uire aad. 
difficult to • •zs 1st vol was, ktmat at. l&ieht n. 
tra.gen (~ man) •• ,. aber Ju.net 1st nich.t balt gele-mt, lm4 
nicht leicht su ubm sue brauchen. • p. S?S** But on. the 
other hand, armor is heavy to carry. but 1 t ia eaay to 188ft 
how to wear 1 t. 

b. Luther• s o -te1timon7 to his atud.7: llothing can be exch8Jl€ed, 
for it. Bi• educational training maltiplied wealth. happiness 
and position in his life. P• 571*• 

s. Where theologians are absent there are also absent the 1n&tl"\let1on 
of the Word of God.; nothing but heathens and derl.le are left. 
Where jurists or right rc.lers perish, there perish also law and 
peace. P• 578** 

6. Pree.ch.era. 
where the li 

1 , jurists and phys1eiana come :trom schools 
arts are taught. P• .579** 

7. !he office of teachin& is an e:ml ted and honorable calling. 11 If I 
had to give ttp pr~ and ether duties, ther.e is no office I 
would rath&r ha.-ve than that of a school-teacher. •• .J'or I know 
that next to the ministry 1 t is the most useful. greatest and best; 
and I am not ru-e which of the two is to be preferred. p • .58<>** 

l. !he go't'ermaent and its rulers should make speciel provision for 
the education of gifted and pr~llieing children. 

2. l'or such promising 70Uths from poor faailieth scholarships must be 
provided. 

:,. Compu.laoey education: Bnl.era and governments nm.st encourage. 
and. compel if necessary, the people to send their children to 
schools, especiall,- euch as are promising. Ignorance is the 
tool of the deTil. 

E. A few poai tive obsermtions. 

1. •Etn iglichs hat seine ehre von Gott so wol als seine ordnu.ng urul 
werck. P• 568•• 

2. In Tievi:ng the result ot ed.ucat.ioa: Think rather of the good than. 
of the bad. Do not condemn the trff, because perchance some of Us 



---------------
fru.ite fall untimely or become p-reys to worms.• P• 571 f .•• 

3. The children of common people will rule the world. both in 
1p1ri tua1 and se-oul-ar at&tiona. 

4. It 1s easier to train the young children. 1 •• • Young trees ••• 
though some may break in the process, are more easily bent and 
trained. • So also in the . training of children. P• 580*• 

s. Medicine is a u.aefu1, · comt"orting and salutary profe&sion. 

6. In Godt s merc7, a.11 ia done. 1J'or God spares the whole human 
race for the aake of one man who is called Jesus Obrist. It 
Re vere to look on mankind alone, there cou.14 be nothing ba.t 
anger.• (Painter. p. 2.57) 

fostseripti 

1. fbus, the words of Nprophet 11 were spoken. (Luther) 
2. :Be not in ingratitude and :forgetfulness of God's benefi tsl 
J. J'ollow God' s Word.; praise and honor the Lord.J .ben. 

* 1. w. 30 11. 508-.588. 
z. E. 17. '.377-421. 
J. Wal. 10, 478-533. 
ts.. s. L. 10, 4l6-S9, 
5. Phil. Ed. IT, 1),-SO. 
6. 7. v. N. Pa11lter, Luther .2!!. Education (st. Loui2: Concordia 

Publishing House, 1928), :PP• 210-7].. 

** All page references are to the Jeimar text. 
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