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but a short step--and the Pergamos church experienced this-­

from using the world's mechanics to accepting its standards 

of morality. The line of demarcation, if not erased, was 

badly blurred. 

The Lord has severe rebuke both for the party that up .. 

holds the false doctrine and practice and for the congrega­

tion which, failing to maintain church discipline, tolerated 

them. The alternatives are clear, "Repent, or else. • • • 11 

Would they overcome within as they were victorious without? 

Then the hi dden manna, the white and dazzling stone, and 

the new name awaited them. Connnentaries• long pages of 

theories on this triple reward are not important for our 

study, but certainly the adjectives are as important as 

the nouns. Obvious to the naked eye is the fact that Satan 

is enthroned at Pergamos, but the hidden is also true--God 

still sits in the heavens. The devotees of Asclepius and 

the healing springs were concerned ~7ith the visible life of 

the body. The Christians have a greater life, although it 

is hid with Christ in God. Our citizenship in heaven, 

which we already hold, is not yet fully realized. He who 

is "the bread from heaven," "the bread of God," and 11 the 

bread of life," is a better bread than the desert manna 

(John 6:31££.). Because we walk by faith and not by sight, 
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He is the nhidden manna" ·whom we shall enjoy to the full 

when we see Him as He is. T'ae delicacies of the gluttonous 

idol feasts (Rev. 2:14) were in full view, but they are not 

worthy to be compared to the banquet, visible only to the 

eyes of faith, t·,hich will be served when 11ma.ny shall come 

from the east and west, and shall sit dot111 with Abraham, 

and Isaac, and Jacob, :l.n the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 8:11). 

Similarly, the gray of our present imperfections will be 

replaced by the dazzling white of perfect holiness. And as 

for the new name~ this is one of many new things which the 

Lord has for His Clmrch--a new man, new covenant, new com­

mandment 9 new Jerusalem> new creation, new way, a new heav­

en and a new earth. Centuries before the nativity, God had 

promised, nBehold I will do a new thing" (Is. 43:19). Paul 

gave present assurance to the Corinthians that for the man 

in Christ, 11behold, all things are become new" (2 Cor. 5: 17). 

In the closing verse of the Lord's last word to the Qiurch, 

as John sees "the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven, 11 Christ on the throne signals the 

fulfilment of newness, "Behold, I make all things new" 

(Rev. 21:2,S). 

The Lord greets this congregation as "He which hath 

the sharp sword with two edges" (2: 12). John had seen it 



43 

going out from Christ's mouth (1:16). In a later scene, 

the sword going forth from the mouth of the Son of God is 

His weapon for smiting the nations (19:13,15). The Asian 

Christians would know of an earlier letter to one of their 

congregations in which '7the sword of the Spirit" was iden­

tified as " the word of God" (Eph. 6:17). And for some He­

brew Ch~ist i ans " t he word of God11 had been pictured as 

"quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged swordu 

(Heb. 4:12), discerning clearly and dividing sharply. 

Christ 's self-designation states in the strongest way 

that at Pergamos the battle line must be reestablished. 

Fraternizing ·with the enemy in no-man's land must cease. 

For this is war , not a fellowship gatl1ering. Christ divides. 

He "came not to send peace but a sword" (Matt. 10:33}. And 

if a Christian's foes are often those of his own household, 

much more is this true of his fellow citizens in a pagan 

city. Christ's reproof is sharp and the warning is stern. 

The Pergamos congregation must recognize anew the divisive 

character of Him who said, "He that is not with Me is a• 

gainst Men (Matt. 12:30). Paul had stressed the dividing 

and clarifying function of the Word for the Corinthian 

Christians, pointing out••with five sharp questions--the 

dangers in being unequally yoked together with unbelievers 
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(2 Cor. 6:14ff.). 

In that outward conflict in ·which Antipas was a casu­

alty the Per.gamos church fought well and victoriously. 

This deeper and continuing conflict is more subtle and more 

deadly. It is a real bat t l e , for here 11 faith was opposed 

by faith, doctrine by doctrine , spirit by spirit, in an ir-

reconcilable conflict."10 Satan, firmly entrenched at Per-

gamos, wlll not leave. The church nrust not leave. The 

conflict is inescapable. 

T~4Ue , the whole congregation had not yet made common 

cause wlth the enemy, for the Lord says , 11I will fight a 0 

gain.st them, r; (2: 16) not against "you." However, the dan­

ger is t here . 1he Lord wants them all to know that He who 

uses t he sword to "smite the nationsn {19:15) will wield 

its destructive force against the unrepentant in Pergamos. 

Of another sword the Lord had told Peter that it belonged 

in the sheath. There is no scabbard for the sword of the 

Word. The Christians at Pergamos must use it, or it will 

be used against them. 

lOLilj e, _gp_. ill,. , p. 81. 


