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PREFACE

The purpose of thls paper 13 to show that simple language
is basic to all the excellencles of effectlve speech. Pare-
ticular reference is made to the work of the preacher in the
pulpit. he preacher must use lanzuage cormonly understood,
if he is to make hlimself understood, 1f he is to persuade,
and 1if he 1s to mové tn action.

fhe author wishes to express his gratitude to Dr. R. R.
Caemmerey and to Dre Je. U. fritz Tor thelr help 1n prepar-

ing this paper.
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PART ONE
SIVPLE LANGUAGE IS NTCESSARY. MOR (00D STVYLE

good style i1a clear.

1, Clarity requires the use of famllliar words.

2, Clarity requlres that words be 2o used that the
audiance wlll undsrstand them ian thelr intended
gense.

3. Clarity requlires the use of 1llustratlions.

good style is forceful.

l. Short words are more forceful than lonz cnea.

2. Teonomy in words is an ald to force.

Je Fowerful truth makes for fTorceful axpression.

goecd atyle is ceoncrete.

1., Technical teorms are oftean abstract.

2. The language of the people is hetter adapted to
coneretencss than techalcal language.

good style 1= accurate.

1. Jreeific words are more accurate than general
terms.

2. The inevitable word in common usage ls the accurate
word.



CHAPTER X
CLARITY

The most important quality of good style is clarity.
This means the use of famlliar words, phrases, and sentences.
"Clearness of diction is found where words are so used that
the audience to whom they are addressed will understand them
in their intended meaning." - It would be folly to assume
that because the words used by the speaker are clear to him,
that they are also clear to his hearers, When we speak of a
clear speaking style we mean a use of words that are clear
both to the speaker and to the hearers, and which are used
by both speaker and audience in their own thinking.

Clearness, here, depends on one or two things:
chief among them is the employment of plain simple

Anglo-Saxon words, acocurately and delicately used.

One writer has said that the language of preaching

should be "the language of the market-place and the

home raised to 1ts highest power." Nkatthew Arnold
defines good writing as simple o%nto language

used with a "high seriousness.”

In order to be clear in his speech it is necessary for

the speaker to avoid: ° the language of exhibition, fine

l. Th. Grasbner, The Expository Preacher, p. 1556.
2. James Black, The Lystery of freaching, p. 115.




writing, poetlical words, euphu :isms, unrestrained language,
technical terms, sentimental words, and coldly correct lan-
guaAge.

Speclal 1lingo has its place. Whenever a

speaker 1s addressing an audience of fellow sci-

entists or fellow craftsmen, he may well use the

Jargon of that group; but when he is addressing an

audience of laymen, he does well to avoid technical

terms, as far as possible; and when he must use

them, to translate them at once into the everyday

language of his hearers.

The speaker has no right to assume that the technical
language famlliar to him 1s famillar to his hearers. It is
true that there are well-informed laymen in our Lutheran
. churches and that many of them are acquainted with theologi-
cal language since their confirmation days. But even though
these people are acquainted with the technical language of re-
ligion, we dare not assume that they know what the technical
terms mean. They perhaps dld know once upon a time, but
that wvas long ago. "To give a subject absorbability is the
ministert!s task; until he moves into the listeners! medium
his technical jargon 1s as strange to them as Sanskrit.” 4
If we would concede that the people in the audience who had
been confirmed in a Lutheran church understand the technical
language of rellg:l.on, we would still have to consider the out-
siders who attend church services. - They are apt to have an

inadequate conception of the meaning of technical religlious terms.

3. Lew Sarett and William Trufant Foster, Basic Principles
of Speech, p. 551. .
= I:LJ—oﬁn Nicholls Booth, The Quest for Preaching Power, p. 1lll.



“hers the termlnoclogy of dogmatics 1s intro-
duced or obsolete and rare forms of King James
(i.V.) Bible English are used, the connection
should be such as to make these forms or terms in-
tolligible, or synonyms must be employed to male
thelr meaning clear. It must not be presumed that
the hearer will understand such terms as reconcil-
iation, sanctification, impute, atone, etc., unless
care is taken to describe the 1deas embodiled in
these terms.

Thers 1s also the danger that preachers who ars schol-
ars will unconsciocusly fall into the habit of using techni-
cal language. Yhen words beccme very familiar o oursslves
it is easy to take it for granted that others ars also famil-
for with these words. "Scholars immured in texts devoted to
philosophy and religion should avoid those femman words and
phraszas which abound in the theological lexicon." © Daniel
Vebster decided that he would have to usse the language of the
common people in hig political caresr 1f he was Lo make a
succeas of it. IHers are his words: ™I concluded if I was
to get my living by talking to plain people, I mist have a
plain style." 7

The 1llustration 3is a powerful clarifier. There is
nothing like a good 1llustration to make & point clear to
the people. The best illustrations are taken from the lives
of the peopls. I we can connoct the religious idea that we
want to put acroass, with something the people already are

5. Graebner, op. eit., p. 1556.

6. Booth, %% cit., P. 112,

7. Daniel Webster guoted by John Nicholls Booth in The
guest for Preaching Power, p. 1lll.




famlllar with, chances are they will understand it and
remember it. Illustrations can take the form of word plctures.
Figurss of speech perhaps make the best illustrationas, Il=-
lustrations should be used to explain the abstract and show
how 1t works in 1life. ¥When an illustration accurately and
forcefully clinches a spiritual truth, then it has served
its purpose. The principle of a good 1llustration is this:
te go from the known to the unknown. In this way the illus-
tration makes for clearness, assists the memory, and rests
the audience,

Another element in clarity is the use of simple language.
It has already been mentioned that Anglo-Saxon words are short
and many of them are monosyllablic, Few adjeétives should be
used, since all useless words obscure the meaning of a sen-
tence. Adjectives should be used only if they are needed.
Brevity 1s a necessary part of clarity. Words should have as
few syllables as possible, conslistent with clarity. Sentences
should be short as a rule, and all verﬁiage that serves no
particular purpose should be cut out. It is only clear, simple
English that carries welght with the common people:

Give up your pride of scholarship. Don't try

to be known for your mastery of English, Try to be

known for the satisfaction with which we listen to

you and the ease with which we follow you. The

great sermons win a kkind of admiration, we know; but

the friendly, patient, simple, Sunday sermons are

the ones that bring us back to our duty, that make
the rough way smooth, that make us glad toc have lived,



and help us hopefully to die. 8

The spoken word has to be clear because 1t 1s heard only
once. The hearer has no chance to retrace his thinking if
he has failed to hear a word, or falled to undersitand it.
"No style deserves to be called perspicuous which needs a
second reading." © Preachers "though they think with the
learned, must speak with the common people.” 19

In order to get people to listen to the speaker it 1is
necessary that clear and simple lenguage 1s used. Nost
people are not used to listening to speeches for any length
of time without give and take. Unless the speaker uses
language so simple that it cannot be misunderstood, it is
very likely that the listener will shut off his attention as
soon as he loses the drift of the speech.

Kuhlmann treats the doctrine of sanctification with
clarity and force:

And where shall we begin? As leaders, or as
followers, the beginning must be made in our own
lives as Christianas. Here, like the boy Jesus,
we must increase "in wisdom and stature and in
favor with God and man." Honest self-appraisal.
will show that thus far our progress in these
things has been lamentably slow. We have barely
made a beginning - even, the best of us. Paul
confessed, "Hot as though I had already attainedﬁ
either wers already perfect, but I follow aftsr.

That must be our franlr admission, tooﬁ and may it

be true of each of us that we really "follow afiter,"
that we earmestly seek to walk "in His steps.” 11

8. 0'Brien Atkinson, How to lMake Us Want Your Sermon, p. 133.
9. Austin Phelps, Engiish Style in fublic Discourse, p. 155.
10. Wealey aquoted by ﬁustin Phelps in EﬁinsE 35119 in

Publlic Discourse, p. 1l52.
1. Edward Kuhlmann, Cross Examined, A Series of Sermons, p.8l.
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In the paragraph Just quoted sanctification 1s Aesecribed
as a continual striving to De as Jesus was, to grow as he
grew. The language is simple and direct. The word sanctl-
filcation is not used, vut there is no doubt that the speaker
4s tallting about sanctification. He shows us the esasence of
sanctification by usiang the language of the people. Hs makes
1t mors clear by using an illustration, the growth of Jesus.
Then by quoting the Apostle Faul he shows what our attitude
st be over against sanctification, how we must never allow
ourselves to bellieve that we are holy anough, but that we
must keep on growlng.

Here is another way of describling sanctification, again
without using the word sanctification:

With the so-called layumen worship at church,
church membership dare not be a mere conventionality,
an lnnerited custom, a2 soclal cholice. A layman can
be a 1ight of ths world, and the salt of the sarih,
only by making his Caristianity appear to his fellow=-
men as a real, vital, uncompromising principle in
his thinking, willling, and doing., Thus 1t was with
his Christian forbears whom the heathen slew, and
who would not renounce their falth in Jesus, their
Aedesmsyr {from sig, death, and hell. They were
ostly laymen. _

In this paragraph the speaker did not make the idea of
sanctification as clear as ho might have done. He used words
which the average layman alght not underatand: coanvention-
ality, social cholce, uncompromising prinsciple. The illustra-

tion reforred to in the paragraph is not specific and hence

12, 0lin S. Reigstad, Gethsemane o Calvary, bp. 30-31.




would not carry much welght with the hearer. The paragraph
is not ¢lear bDecause it deals with abstractions rather than
conorote idsas.

Here is another example of & speaker's using big words
to describs a cerdain phase_or sanctificatlion:

Even the mass of men in the trenches, being
there by the mandate of the few. ir authority,
have but little of real hatred in their hearts
for those asgainst whom they are compelled to
ralse the death-dealing hand. 4And many a time on
the field of carmage, zs those opposed have both
received the thrust which meant death, they have
forgotten all rancor, ministered to each other's
necessities, and entered the presence of the
great Judge as brethuren. &nd the day 1ls-approach-
ing when there will be such a brotherhood of man
that the congress of natliouns will take away the
despotisn of the few. In that Christian democracy
of humanity war, and all kindred violence will be
relegated to the 1limbs of ocutgrown barbarities,
o whilch men will look with the burning chesk of
shame, Then, more ard more, questions of polity
will be solved by pracassas of a regenerated
reascn, and a sanctified coumon sense.

In this paragraph words are ussd which might be diffi-
cult for the layman to grasp: mandate, carnaga, rancor,
despotism, relegated, limbec, polity. The speaker did not
use particular care to select all his vords from the vo_oabn-
lary of the common people, from the langusge that they think
wvithe It is true that some of the words roferred to exist
in the list of words understood by the average person. bBut
these words do not occur in the thinklng snd 'speaki.ng vocabu=-
lary of the average layman. The word limbo in particular

13. Robert Emory Golladay, Sermons on the Catechism, p. 37.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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ought not be used becauss iU 1s not cozzonly understood.

flore are a fow instanceos where the word sanctify is
ussd in aﬁ obsoure way, wlthout defining it:

Lent has no maglc power. These woeeks precod-

ing Easter posases no speclal virtuse nor ganctify-

ing influence...It is this Lenten truth which haa
the power tou sanctlfy our souls. 14

The spsaker hera seoms to take 1t for grantad that the
nearers will kunow what the word sanctify means. ZEspecially
these peoplie who have had no previous religicus instructionm,
will be baffled by such expressions. If the conbtext would
explain the word the hearer could get the meaning. Iub
evon that is not done in this instance..

Lindenann presents the doctrine of redemption with
cliarity: |

Thes main thing in life is to come to the liv-

ing waters and drink., Therse is no kind of thirst

of the scul that this fount eannot satisfy. If

you thirsit to have your sins forgiven, come and drink

of this water and your sins are forgiven, £or here

flow the waters of Christ's atoning merits. If

you thirat with a desire to conquer sin, to snap

off the chains of hLabit that bind you, to gain the

mastery over your evlil self, dvink here, and you

will get the desire of your heart, for here flow

the waters of a divins power that can conquor sin,

the power of Him who has in your steoad overcons
8in. 5

In the paragraph preceding the one guoted, the speaker
talked about Christ dying on the cross. In the paragraph
auoted above the speaker show2 what the work of Carist can
do for the simmer if he will only accept it. Salvation is

14, Ldward &, Schramm, Jur Great Salvation and The
Centrality of the Cross, p. 7. e
i5. Paul Lindemann, Vesper Sermons, p. 151.



described as water that needs only to be drunk in order that
1t may give its benefits to the sinner. By drinking of the
living wvater which flows from the work of Christ the sinner
gets what he wants: ,the victory over sin, evil hablts, and
his own evil nature. 7The wortis used in this paragraph are
simple and clear. The repeated references to water and
drinking make the idea of redemption ad clear that anyone
can grasp 1lt.

Christ's redemptive work is presented clearly by Dau
in one of his sermons:

Jesus, accordingly, came to earth with a
comulssion to teach men the knowledge of salvation
from sin, death, and eternal dammation - of that
salvation which had been decided upon in heaven.
He represented Himself to His fellow-memn in His
assumed manhood as One who had been "sent" to
speak to them in behalf of their heavenly Father,
who wished to recleim them for Himself. Step by
step He labored like a patlient teacher who wrestles
with the ignorance and stubbornness of rude pupils
to explain to them the plan and method by which
God would restore them to their lost birthright.
He told them that they must look upon Him as their
proxy, who had been placed under the law that they
had broken, to fulfill it in their stead, and who
would give His innocent, sinless 1ife, as a ransom
for thelr forfeited lives. If they would believe
this teaching of His, God would adopt them again
as His children, made righteous by the righteous-
ness which His Son had procured for them without
any merit or worthiness of their own. 16

In the preceding paragraph Dr, Dau compares Christ with
a teacher who 1s sent to educate his puplls in regard to a
truth which is very important for them. God has dlsowned
the sinner as lils child. But Christ shows the sinner how

16. William H. T. Dau, Utterances of Jesus, pp. 14-15.




Cod is willing to accept him as His child again i1f only the
sinner will believe on Jesus. The illustration of Christ as
teacher is interesting and clear. The work of Christ 1is
descrited in words which can hardly be misunderstood. Only
sevon adjectives are used in the paragraph, thus adding to
the clarity of the whole.
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CHAPTER IIX
FORCE

Force 1s an important element of good style. Strong im=-
pressions are lasting impressions. There are various elements
in language that contribute to a forceful style. Some words
are weak, others strong. "Pick out the words which can stand
up straight." 1 Words that drive home a point vividly and
emphatically are strong words. Care should be taken not to
tone down a strong word with qualifying or modfying phrases,
Short words are more forceful than long words.

Economy in words is an aid to force. The lessuvwords we
use to express a glven idea the more strongly each indivi-
dual word will impinge upon the conscliousness of the hearer,

Force may be achieved in part through economy

in the use of words, An effective speaker does not

say "The very identical thing," or "The ship was

surrounded on all sides by the sea."” He does not

say, "The whole town was burned down to the foun-

dations; the city was consumed entérely in a gen-

eral and complete conflagration.”

Force is gained by using specific rather than general
terms, by using concrete rather than abstract language, by
using vivid rather than drab words. Some writers have the
Habit of saying things in a roundabout way. Instead of mak-

ing a clear and simple statement of fact, they try to dress

1. Charles Reynolds Brown, The Art of Preaching, p. 180.
2, Sarett and Fostar' OPp. cIto. Pe .554.
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up the strong, bare truth in long words and supposedly

beautiful modifiers. The position of words in a sentence

has a bearing on force. The forceful positions in a sen=

tence are the beglinning and the end. Forgce may also be

gained by the use of climax or antithesis,

man.

Force is gained by the skillfil use of anti-
thesis and balance in sentence-structure, by the
uae of climax, by the uase of short words, concrete
words, and speclfic words, and by the avoidance of
roundabout modes of expression. Compare this
sentence: "“The inebriate pushed the door open with
considerable effort and damaged 1t"; with this sen-
tence: "The drunkard crashed the dcor off its
hinges." Again, "She misstated the facts dellber-
ately” is a weak way of saying "She lied.,"

Let us take a look at two paragraphs on the doctrine of

The one paragraph gives us an example of how force may

be lost in a speaker's style:

that an avsorbingly interesting, and supreme-
1y important problem 1s this of human personality;
that which the psychologist calls "The self," of
which we are always conaclous. "This self” knows
that even the body, in the strictest sense, is not
"I," but mine. The real secret of man as a self-
conscious, volitional beling, with all his hcpes and
fears, 1s that back of him, above him, surrcunding
hiz on every side, besetting him everywhere, there
is a parental, sustaining Personality, and that
through our own nature, and through all creation
around us, this original, uncreated Person, fod, 1s
upholding us, speaking to us, seeking to influence us.%

A professor of philosophy or psychology might be able to

grasp this paragraph without studying 1t. But for the aver-

age layman it would bLe very difficult. The paragraph would

3. Ibid.
de Maday, ODe cit., D. 32,
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be more forceful if expressed in the language of the common
manj; &t leaﬁ it would be more forceful to hiam. The whole
paragraph might be condensed in this way to make 1%t more
forceful and more clear: To know what we really are 1s an
interesting and important problem. %The todies that we have
are not our true selves. (ur bodies are part of us. EBEut
the soul that you and I have is the mosat important part of
us. 'This scul was made by God and came from Col. CGod still
provides for us and helps us.

illere is another paragraph describing man:

St. Paul also tells us why in these spiritual
matters man's word is mere babble and vanity. It
is because the world in its wisdom knows not God.
God Himself alone is able to tell us the truth about
liinself; for CGod's affairs are such that no eye
hath seen tiiem and no ear hath heard them, neither
have they entered into the heart of man. 1 Cor. 2.
#hen therefare a man, though he be the very wisest
of them all, presumes to speak his own  thoughts upon
God's eternal business eand purposes, it is as if
one borm blind insisted upon lecturing to us upon
the colors end paintings which he has never soen.
Sueh talk is mere foolish twaddle. Such foolish
and ignorant prattle wmay cause other foolish people
to stare for a momens, but it will never bring about
the new birth of a sinner, The Vord of man i1s as
the breath of man; it may make a candlelight quaver
and a leaf quiver, but it will not_awaken the dead
nor transform darkness into light.

Here we have a paragraph that strikea us forcefully. Ye
note that the words used are short and simple and taken from
conmon life. Ilost of the sentences are short and pithy. The
11lustrations used are perhaps the most helpful single factor
in building us strength. Iiian trylng to explain the things

5. M. Sommer, Vesper Sermons, p. 224.
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cf COcd, 4is like a Dlind man lecturing on colors and pictures
which he has never seen. Thls illustration puts force into
the paragraph. The insignificance of man's word is further-
more illustrated by comparing it with & breeze that males
a candle flicker or a leaf quiver, But the Word of God can
awvaken the dead and change darkness into light. There is
force n that contrast.

Clelseman is forceful in his description of sin:

Sin 1s a barrier which shuts men oui from

Gecd. It acis as such s barrier 1ln several Gif-

forent ways. 5in shuts men out from Goa first of

all because it fills their hearts with a determina-

tion to stay away from Cod. Vthen men love sin they

dc not love CGod and so long as they want to cling

to the sin which they love so long do they have no

desire to come into God's presence. This reveals

itself so many times in the lives of individuals.®

4ll the words used in this paragraph are simple. Host
of the sentences are short. The constructlons are easy.
Only two adjoctives are used. 7There is no excess verblage
to clutter the view and to obstruct the force of the ideas
expressed. DLescribing sin as a barrier makes it concrete
and sc adds force to the description. Force is gained by
the progreasion of ideas beginning with the fact that sin
gseparates from God and climaxing with the fact that man wants
to sin and so brings this situation about.

"Lent has come again, my dear hearers, and you and I

have an eppointment with our Savior - at the foot of the cross.”"?

6e 0o A, Golseman, The Christ ilen Heed, . GO0.
7. Schramm, ope. 8it., De. 69.
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liere we find the-use of the most conmon words bulldiag up

a force of expression that 1s remarizable. By using a phrase
from everyday life, "you and I have an appointment,” and

" 1linking it up with our Savibr. we got & clause that expresses
strong obligatlon. It forces us to admlt to ocurselves that
we did make an appcintment with Jesus and that we are ob-

ligated to keep that appointment.
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CEAPTER IIX
CONCRETENESS

A good style is a concrete style. The average person
cannot follow the abstract very long. HReliglon as expressed
in a doctrinal way is abstract. The preacher who uses such
abstract terms as sanctification and justification without
trying to meke them concerete by illustrations and explana=-
tions will have difficulty in putting his idees scrosa o the
people. In general, technical language, be it the lenguag
of religion, science, or philosophy, is abstract language.
If technical language is uscd in a sermon it should be con-
nected with things that «re tangible and conerete. Ur bet-
ter still, the whole idea of some theologlcal abstraction
should be explained in the words of the people, simple words
with good handles on them.

In preaching on the doctrine of prayer Dr. 0. i. Gelse=-
man describes in a concrete way what we should pray for:

tthen we make a cholce of a carser; when we

select our mate for life; when we battle against 1ll-

ness and disease; when we seek Lo cope with the prob-

lems of business or profession - all of these are
matters in which He is ready to be our helper.

Whatsoever we mey need for bedy or for soul, for

time or for eternity e is ready to give. But, we

should pray.l

It is easy to talk about prayer in an abstract way and

1le Geiﬂem' Ope C t.. P 19.
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to urge poople to pray. Zut that sort of preaching will not
tent to result ia action. Somehow or cther, laymen do not
always make the propsr application of what they have neard,
But whon a doectrine such as prayer is intimately connscted
with the life of the individual s0 that hs feels he can
really get some good out of it, then our preaching will re-
sult in action. In ths paragraph quoted abovs or., Geisemm
makes prayer something ccnorete and practlcal. ile shows how
1t should bs used In definite phases of our life.
Jesus of lazareth held a scepter that was uni-

versal, Powers unlimited were vested in Him, so

that He reigned ad infinitum. Every planet 1n the

vasgt created system, every star, every constella-

tion, every zalaxy of creéeated things rsaching out

inte the peripheral limits of sternity, was obedl

ent to His beck and ecall., Nevaer would they see an-

other like Him until the end of time, when Ee .1111

return in the clouds with great powar and glory.2

Instead of saying "ad infinitum” a morse simple expres-
slon could have been used %to make the 1dea of Christ’s uni
versal kinpdom more concrete. lost psople don't understand
such phrases as "the peripheral 1limits of aternity.” Such
phrases are mere avstractions to them. It might have added
more to the concreteness af the idea of Christ's universal
kingdom if some reference nad been made to Christ?s rule
over all people and Lis cgontrol of world affairs.

Here is another quotation from the same speaker:

The Gospel bears certain distinguishing marks, and

2. Reigstad, op. clt., p. 44.
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they are the same wherever you find them., They are

these: propltiation, pardon, and purity. Isalah's

concept of proplation is clearly set forth in the

Fifty-third chapter of the book which bears his

name. The principle of the substitutionary sacri-

flce is asserted there. Fardon agd purity are the

gifts proclaimed in this chapter.

e might well label this paragraph on rademption one
great abstraction. There 1is .perhaps not one concrete thing
uentioned except the Gospel and the Fifty-third chapter of
Isaiah., But the great ideas brought out in the paragraph
are presently abstractly. Such words as propiation and sub-
stitutionary sacrifice should not be used unless explalined in
& concrete way.

Piener has a concrete description of the power of God's
VWord:

An assurance of this kind we have in the words

of our text - a gem of rare beauty and excellence

which the graclious God may cause to sparkle within

our hearts, dispelling therafrom every shadow of

doubt and distrust.4

vhat a concrete plcture, the Word of God a gem in our
hearts, sparkling and expelling our evil thoughis. The idea
of a gem 1s easy to grasp. It is a vivid pleture easy to

remenmbers.

4, ¥, Pleper, Vesper Sermons, p. 197.
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'CHAPTER IV
ACCURACY

To be acocurate 1n speech means to use the specific rather
than the general term. It night be argued that technical
terms are nore accurate than terms in common usage. Strictly
speaking this may be true. bBut the lmportant thing for a
spoaker to remember is that the conception that the hearers
have of a2 certain word 1ls all lmportant. Even though the
speaker himself Inows the precise meaning of a technical
term he cannot assume that his listeners have the same under-
standing. As a r™ile, the words in comzon usage wlll more
accurately convey an idea to the listener than a precise
technical term which means little or nothing to him., The
mast accurate word that can be used in a given speech situ-
ation is ths most accurate werd in common usage.

As a rule the accurate word l1ls snecific rather
than general. Specific words are usually image-make
ing and vivid., For the general words "criminal"”
and "tree,” suppose we substitute the specific
words "pilckpocket" and "pine-tree.™ The zain in ac~
curacy 1s evident. 1
In selecting the accurase word for a given idea, the

idlom of the language must be taken iInto consideration. 7The
most accurase word is not the word used in the tlme of

Shakespeare or even in the nineteenth century. The most

l. Sarett and Foster, op. 8it., r. 534.
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acourate word is the inevitable word in conmon usage today.
At times the most accurate word may be a colloquilal expres-
sion. ‘The speaker who wishes to kit the bull's eye with
the s'.=-ords he usez dare not be satisfied with using words
that he Imows to be acceptable Fnglish., le must have an
atvmreness of the tines as far as words are concerned, and
speak accordingly.

It should be rentioned too, that accurascy means using
ne more shots than necessary. The speaker who can hit his
terget with cne word is cerieinly more accurate than the man
who requires three words.

Here 1s an example of missing the mark:

"ihatever Easter was or is, it is Cod's eternal self=-
vindicaticn. Cod is rightecusness, He waas that., IHe 1s
that. He 18 not going to be frustrated by evil,"®

Everything that is said in the above paragraph about
the resurrection of Christ 1s true. If the hearers knew
exactly what "God's eternnl self-vindication" means we could
alsc any the expression is accurate., 4As far as the speesker
is concerned, the expression is accurate. But is 1t accurate
for the hearers? It is itrue that later on in the paragraph
the speaker explalins the phrase, without however uentioning
it again. Yhy use such a phrase as "God's eternzl self-
vindication" if it is accurate for the speasker only, and not
for the hearer?

2e Gerhard E, Lenskl, ulhen God Cave Lasbol'y pe Se
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Kuhlmann achieves néauracy in discussing the resurrec-
tion:

Unvbelief says "lo." #hon the final eartaly
chapter in any man?!s 1ife 1s written, unbeslisf

writes below that last chapter, the words, "The

Fnd.” Then comes falth and takes the pen, crosses

ocut the words unbelief has wrltten, and in their

stead it writes the words, "ic Be Continued." Oh,

how great is faith! We could not have faith in

after-death continuance of life 1f Haster had not

davned, e}

Talth here is accurately porirayed as doing somethinge.
Falth is pilctured a2s a man writing words and characterizing
the life of an individuval after he has died. The whole pic-
ture is accurate bLecause it is true and because 1t is easy to
understand. Expressions such as are used in the Jquotation
just clted will hit the mark every time.

Death is accurately deseribed in the following question:
"that of that last grim disturber of our human plans, the
angel called Death, who insists on hanging hls crepe on every
door?'4 In a most vivid and accurate way the speaker de-
serines death. Death is called a "disturber of our human
plans.” IHe is calied a grim, unwelcome disturber. The fact
that he "insiasts orn hanging his crepe® accurately brings amt
the idea that death is inevitmble even thougzh unwelcomee.

The phrase "on every deoor” atcurately denotes the idea that

no one can escape death's visit.

S« Kuhlmann, ope. Clt., P B2
4, Lenski. _;_E:EQ’.E-’ ;’. 10.
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Here is an accurate descrilption of sin: "'The sins of
men are the wounds of God.! Sin nailed Christ to the cross;
sin put Him to death. o was wounded for ocur transgressions;
le was bruised for ocur iniquities."™ The effects of sin are
well and asccurately described by calling sins the wounds of
Christ. It 1s corract to say that sin caused the wounds of
Christ, It is also accurate to say that "sin nailed Christ
t0 the cross" and that "sin put Him to death." HNothing but
the simplest language %s used in these oxpressions, tut still
we have an accurate deoscriptlon of the sinfulness of sin and
the terrible results of sin. lot only are these expresaions

accurate, but they are also clear and forceful,

S ESchramm, Ope Cift., P« 65e




PART TWO
SINPLE TANGULGE IS RECESSARY IY CRDER TQ PERSUADE

A prerequisite 1s that the speaker throusghly understand
hig subject.

1. ‘oth preacher and audience sometlmes aasume they know
the Eeaning of technleal terms becauze they ars used
soc often.

2. Using the language of the peoplo would force the
preacher %o know the meanlng of hls technlical language.

5« Then the preacher uses the language of the people,
the people are able o think throush their religion
in thelr own terms.

Perpunsive speech means the whole man talking.

1. Usinz technical lancuage ceramps the individuality of
the proachar.

2. Using the language of the people helps the preacher
to effectively asaert his individual perscnallity.

Percuasive speech implles the sagernae=s to cormunlcate.

1. 'he speaker must nave a will %o enter thehsarts
and mindas of the people.

2. Mhe use of slmple lanzuagemakes the hesarers feel
that the spezker is sager to communicate.

Persuasive speech must be connected with easec.

1. Technical languazea allienates an audience.

2. The use of their lanzuame makes the geople feel
comforiable.

Persuasive spaech raaulres empathy.

Tn prder to he parsuasive, oroof must be ian the lanzuage
of the people,

d00d communication 1s 2 requlisite Tor perausasion.

1. The speaker communicates cnly when he stirs up the
oxporience fTor which the symbol stands.

2. Tor the purpcse of persussion the speakermust use
the symbols that stir up 2 lot of wmeaning for the
hearers.
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CHAPTER I
UNDERSTANDING OF SUBJECT

The blg Job of any preacher 1s to persuade. In order
to do this he must thoroughly understand his subject and
mast present it in such a way that his audlence thoroughly
understands what he is talkling about.

Both preacher and audience sometimes assume they know
the meaning of technical terms because they are used so of=-
ten. But they are often mistaken. The sound of the words
is familiar and the words convey a certain idea 1in a certain
connection, but taken alone they would convey only a warped
conception of thelr full meaning.

There are many Scriptural phrases and words
which, I apprehend, are not sufficiently intel-
ligible to the majority of the (British) congre=-
gation. The very frequency of thelir use 1is one
cause of thelr belng imperfectly understood, be-
cause people take 1t for granted that they know
wvhat they hear every day. I mean such words as
justification, regeneration, communion of saints,
living in the Spirit, walking in the flesh; such
words and phrases will, I am afraid, convey no
clear and_definite idea to the majority of your
hearers.

The only solution for this sltuation is to break the
technical terms down into simple, everyday expressions. In

this way the preacher 1is forced to think through his

1, William Gresley, "Eccleslasticus Anglicanus,"
quoted in Th., Graebner, The Exposltory Preacher, p. 156.
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technical terms, and he can present them in a much simpler
and more practical way to hls hearers. Thinking through
technical terms and presenting them in the words which the
hearers think with, is a big aid in persuasion.

If a speaker constantly trles to achleve

accuracy through the use of specific words, he

not only makes hls meaning clearer to others, but

he forms the hablt of compelling himself to clarify .

his ideas in his own mind,

If the preacher thinks through his theology in the lan=-
guage of the people and presents it in this way, he stimu-
lates them to do thinking of thelr own. It 1s not llkely
that the layman will talk about his religion if he has to
use special words that are used only on Sundays. But 1f
theologlcal terms are broken dowvn into the speech of the lay-
man we can also expect that he will think his religlon
through for himself and talk to éthars about 1it.

Relgstad uses technical terms without explaining them:

The Gospel bears certalin dlstingulshing marks,
and they are the same wherever you find them.

They are these: proplation, pardon, and purity.

Isalah's concept of propltiation is clearly set

forth in the Fifty-third chapter of tha book which

bears his name., The principis of the substitution-

ary sacrifice 1s asserted there., Pardon and purlty

are the gifts proclaimed in this chapter. 3

In this paragraph technical terms are used: propi=-
tiation," "the principle of the substitutionary sacrifice,"

"Isalah's concept of propitiation.” These expressions are

2, Sarett and Foster, op. cit., p. 534.
J. Relgstad, op. clt., p. 106.
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not explained anywhere in the sermon. Unless the hearers
were well indoctrinated they would not understand these words.

How much easier i1t would be for people to understand
the preacher if he would explain the technical. terms he uses.
In the following paragraph Golladay makes clear the idea
of incarnation.

Here, now we have the explanation of the oft

used word, = incarnation. Carnal means pertalning

to the flesh, To incarnate means to clothe in

flesh. Incarnation means being clothed in flesh,

And the incarnation means that the eternal Son of

God came down from heaven, and was clothed in

flesh; taking on Himself a body of flesh and blood,

yot without sin. And Iin this form He dwelt among

men, and those who allowed the Spirit to give them

vision were privileged to see, shining forth in the

words and deeds of Jesus, the glory of God." 4

If the preacher feels the need of using technical lan=-
guage he should explain it as was done in the preceding par-
agraph. Agaln and again the word incarnation was used with
1ts meaning. When the word was used again at least some of
the hearers knew what 1t meant. The plicture used, the Son
of God clothing Himself in flesh, was vivid enough to im-
press the idea of incarnation upon the minds of the hearers.
It 1s evident in thls paragraph that the speaker had in mind
a clear idea of the meaning of incarnation. He used the
words of the people in describing incarnation. The hearers
should have had no difficulty in following the speaker's

train of thought.

4, GOllﬂ.day. Op. Git.' Pe 196.
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The idea of growth in sanctliflcation 1s described in
the following paragraph without any specific mention of the

word sanctification being made:

The real secret of growth in holliness of 1life
is to walk closer to Christ, in fuller fellowship
with {im. The Holy Spirit 1s the active agent,
but what He does is to bring Christ to us, to make
Him more effective in our lives, Jesus says, "I
am the vine, yo are the branches; without me ye
can do nothing." But drawing our power from Christ
we may learm to say with St. Paul, "I can do a11
things through Christ, who strengtheneth me.”

It might have added to the understanding of the para-
graph if the word holiness had been defined. The i1dea of
Christ being "more effective in our lives" should have been
explained. Otherwise, the paragraph is very understandable.

5. Go:.laduy. 22. (4] t.. Pe 370.



CHAPTER IX
GHOLE WAN TALKING

In order to persuade people we talk not only with words,
but also with our character and our personality. Themmn who
i1s one type of person iIn ordinary conversation and another
type of man when he speaks in public, is inconsistent. In
order to be effective 1n the pulpit and to persuade his hear=
ers the preacher must be himself as his people know him in
personal contacts. %¥We all know people who are the most de=
lightful conversationalists. They knoy how to use just the
right words to indicate thelr thoughts, and very simple words
too, But when they speak in public they seem altogether dif-
ferent people. Thelr expression becomes sober and dead.
Thelr style becomes stiff and ponderous. Their vocabulary
dhﬁnges completely from words that anyone can understand to
words that only certain people understand. There are also
preachers who use technical words both in private conversa-
tion and in the pulpilt.

The persuasive power of a man's delivery in the pulpit
would bé greatly increased if instead of using technical lan-
guage he would use the language of the people. His listen-
ers would begin to realize that they can follow his train of
thought without difficulty, and that the preacher is really
talkling to them,




A speaker should be natural and simple, Then he will
be able to be himself on the platform., This 1s brought out

by Klrkpatrlck:

The reader wlll infer from the preceding chap-
ters, i1f he 1s convinced that the conversatlonal
standard is the correct standard both in basis and
expression, that two of the outstanding characterise
tics of dellvery, so based and so expressed, are
naturalness and simplicity. UVe know that the great
orators of the present are free from abstruseness
in matter, formality in manner, ostentation in
literary style, and affectation in delivery. So,
too, were the greatest orators of the past, judg-
ing from examples of their oratory, blographies
and other sources. VWhat could be more direct and
natural than the greateat oration that we have in-
herited from the past, "The Oration on the Crowm,"
by De:iiosthenes ! True oratory 1s clear, spontaneous,
frank, unadorned, and unaffected. In other words,
it 1s simple and natural.

Golladay shows hls zeal and enthusiasm in this paragraph

on conversion:

We are not to rest content with a plcture of
that which has been made posslble for man. The
possible has, in all these ages, been becomling the
actual. In all these centuries the image of CGod
in man has been in the process of restoration.

This world has held men and women, they may be seen
today, in whose soul there burns, in whose face
there shines, the light of a new 1life; recollection
brings from thelr eyes bltter tears of sorrow for
the sins by which their lives have been marred;
they are in love with truth, purity, righteousness;
selfishness has been cast out, love has come inj;
they are giving and living to serve. Oh, yes,
there have been men and women, there are men and
women today, and many of them when we come to think
of 1t, whose faces reflect the light of heaven,
whose conduct bears witness that 1ts inspiration
was gained from heavenly sources. In the presence

l. Frank idome Klrkpatrick, Public Speaking, p. 24,




of such people it is easy to believe the statement
that man was made in the image of God.

When we read this paragraph we get the impression thabt
Golladay is talking with all the feeling and eloquence he
can comnand, lie is trying to convince his hearers that a
Christian 1s different from other people, and that Chris=-
tlanity is worthwhile. Iie is putting everything he has into
his expression. The words he uses are not difficult. We do
not get the lmpresslion that he is trylng to show us how well
he can talk, but rather that he 1s straining all his facul-
ties To get across %o people the idea that Christians are
loving and noble and happy. We get the impression that the
speaker is chiefly interested in communicating.

In a description of the universe whiéh shows the exist=-
of God, Golladay is indirect and distant:

On the part of man universally these thoughts
about the primary phenomena of the universe, and

human life as the most signlificant part of the

visible universe, lead to one universal deduction:

back of the vlisible there is something not tangibly

revealed; back of the things made there is a2 laker;
back of 1life there 1s a Life=glver; back of all dis=-
cernible movement there is an Artist. 4nd all the
world has united in calling thils wise master-bullder,
this almighty ruler = God, ©

In the first part of thls paragraph Golladay speaks like
a sclentist or a philosopher. But he 1s not talking as a

speaker should talk in order to convince the average

2. Golladay, op. eit., p. 56.
S Golladay, op. c¢it., p. 52.



audience. His words are large and unnatural for the average
hearer, Thls paragraph would give the impression that the
speaker 1s talking over the heads of the listeners., In
order to speak with his whole personality a speaker must use
simple and natural language.
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CHAPTER IIX
LEAGERNESS TO COMMUNICATE

In order to persuade, it 1s necessary that the speake
have 2 will to communicate, a desire to get close to the
people mentelly. In order to do this it is necessary to
know how the people think. If the spesker succeeds in an=
ticipating the thoughts of the hearers, he also establishes
mental affinity. lhen the hearers realize that the spealker
is thinking their thoughts with them and carrying on from
there, mental contact is established. The speaker who. 1s
Interested in getting an idea across to his hearers will
teke care to thinlkk with them and for them.

~ Une of tho biggest alds in convincing the hearers th at
the speaker 1s eager to communicate 1s the use of thelr
vocabulary. W%hen people reallze that the speaker is think-
ing thelr thoughts in their owmm words, they are going to
listen to him. They are golng to be convinced that the
speaker really wants to talk to them. They are going to
feel that they can get what the speaker is saying.

Dale points out that his unwillingness to communicats
may be an unconscious thing, as he suggests a reason why
speakers use language hard to understand:

eeoProbably this habit arises from unconscious un-
wlllingness on the part of the preacher to come
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into near mental contact with the people =- a
grievous error since such closeness of mental con=-
tact 13 one of the chief aids o spiritual impression...l
Lindemann enters right into the heart of the hearer md
offers him the solution for the things he needs most of all:
The main thing in 1ife 1s to come to the
living waters and drink. There 1s no kind of
thirst of the soul that this fount cannot sa=-
tisfy. If youn thirst to have your sins fore-
glven, come and drink of this water and your
sins are forgliven, for here flow the waters of
Christ's atoning merits, If you thirst with
a desire to congquer sin, to snap off the
chains of hablt that bind you, to gain the
mastery over your evil self, drink here, and
you will get the desire of your heart, for here
flow the waters of a divine power that can conquer
sin, the power of Him who has in your stead over-=
come sin, 2

The desire to commmicate 1s shown In this paragraph
not only by the fact that vlital issues are dealt with, but
also by the use of simple language, plcturesque language.
Simple language coming from the heart of the speaker, will
go the heart of the hearer. 7The hearer gets the impression
that the speaker !mows his needs and 1s eager to do some-
thing about £filling those needs,

Boecler might have spoken the following paragranh with
meaning to a group of theological students, but for the
average audience it would not serve to convey the impres-

sion that he was eager to communicate something about the

laws

l, R W. Dale, Nine Lectures on Preaching, p. 54.
2e Lindemann,'ForEx-two Sermons, p. 1o61.
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Unnecessary it 1s to explain to you, over

against the teaching of Rome, that, though Christ

by His vicarious fulfilment, made an end of the

moral law for righteousness to every one that be-

lieveth in Christ as the one liediator between God

and man, that law wvas thereby not abrogated, but

confirmed as lmmutable and irrevocable, for which

reason also i1t always does and must remain for the
redeemed and sanctlified child of God the guide of

his life, by obedience to which he proves himself

in truth a free and faithful child of God.3

This paragraph teems wilth technical words and phrases,
and would therefore not be understood by the average hearer,
"The teaching of Rome," "His vicarious fulfilment," "end
of the moral law for righteousness,” Hediator, abrogated,
immitable, irrevocable, and "redeemed and sanctified child
of God" are expressions that present only hazy ideas to the
average hearer. He 1s not used to such terms. Since he can=
not understand them, he will shut off his attention when he
hears them. He will not get the impresdon that the speaker
1s eager to communicate, but rather that he doesn't care
to make himself plain to the hearer.

Such expressions as "consummation of that plan,"4
"disaster not to be retrieved,"” "God!s eternal self-vindica=-
tion,"® and "shoals of mediocrity, *7 should not be used by a
public speaker because they do not help to convey a message,
they do not impress people favorably, and they do not convey

the impression that the speaker 1s eager to communicate.

3. Boecler, Forty-two Sermons, p. 27.
4, Sohmmm: op. cit., p. 8.

5. Lenski. op. olt:, pa 1

6. Ibid., P. S»

7. ey Do 18
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CHAPTER IV
EASE

Any stiffness and undue formalism on the part of the
speaker will alienate his audience instead of attracting
them. In order to persuade people it 1s necessary to create
an atmosphere of ease. People must feel comfortable when
they listen to a speaker. They must feel that they can get
what the speaker 1s saying, without much effort on their part.

A layman expresses himself on the subject:

You will nottalk to us in a friendly, heart-
to-heart way until you break wlth the tradition

that colloquial speech 1s in the same class with

slang and vulgarity. Heart-=to=heart talks are not

carried on in the chilly air of formal expression.

Their natural medium is the warm speech used by

cultivated psrsoni when they chat with theilr

Intimate friends.,

The language of the people must be used in order to
create an lmpression of ease. In order to get people to
relax and listen we must use words with which they are
familiar., Sometimes it is well to use a colloquial expres-
sion in order to assist in creating a comfortable atmosphers.
Language that 1s coldly coldly correct will alienats an
audience rather than attract 1t.

Sometimes the language of a speaker is as
coldly correct as an engraved invitation. It has

1, Atkinson, op. clt., pp. 107-108.
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no barbarism; no improprieties. It obeys all the
text=book rules of grammar and diction; it has
drawing=-room manners. Yet we do not respond.

The trouble 1is that the speaker seems more concern=
ed with rules than with what he has to say. His
language does not "come alive." It has propriety
but 1t lacks distinction.2

ilaler achleves ease in the followlng paragraph on the
Justification of the sinner:

Your salvation is "great," indescribably
"great," also because it is offered freely, with-
out payment, by the most magnificent mercy sinners
can ever recelve. Your redemption cost Jesus a
fearful price; but 1t costs you nothing. ¥You can
come to the Savior just as you are, without fee
or price. You need only say: "O Christ, my sins
crush me. I hardly dare draw near You. 'There 1is
nothing good or praiseworthy in me, But I anm
sorry for my transgressions and, O Jesus, I be-
lieve with my whole heart that on the cross You
became my Substitute and Atonement. IJForglve me,
bless me, help me " ind the Savior whose arms are
outstretched to the weary and heavy laden will
reply: "Be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven -
thee." "Thy faith hath saved thee." ©

In this paragraph the atmosphere of ease is created not
only by using the first person and dlrect conversation, but
also by the uss of simple words. The great needs of the soul
are expressed simply and fervently. There is no attempt to
speak in a grand way, but the grandness of the thoughts ex=-
pressed in simple words l1ls attractive. The hearer feels that
the speaker i1s talking directly to him without the barrier
of difficult language between them,

2. Sarett and Foster, op. cit., p. 532.
3, Walter A. Haler, For Christ and Country, p. 5.
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Baer loses ease in his discussion of justification:
There are persons who think that thls declara-

tion of approval by Christ to the lawyeris answer

is inconsistent with the doctrine of qustlrication

by faith and Paul's affirmation that "By the deeds

of the law there shall no flesh be justified."

The perfect fulfilling of God's law will win His

favor, but who has ever glven God perfect obedience??%

Sentences typifled by the first one in the above para-
graph, alienate an audience rather than set it at ease, The
words used are difficult for the layman. It would have been
more conducive to ease if simpler words had been used, In
order to keep the hearer confortable and at attention, words
that are famlliar to him should be used.

In a discussion of Christlan stewardship Baer gives us

an sxample of how ease may be achieved:

When you are asked to do something in the
church, do you answer, "There are others who can
do that so much better than I"? Do you tell
folks how you would sing, if you could sing like
Jeanette IlacDonald or Grace lioowm, Nelson Eddy or
Lawrence Tibbett, but refuse to use the volce God
has given _you? If you do, you are burying your
talente. 05

By making the issue very personal and by spesking of
familliar things the speaker achleves ease in the quotation
just cited., But the effect would be seriously hampered 1if
the spesaker had used big words instead of the words of the
pecple. Simple language makes for ease,

4., Dallas C. Baer, Windows That Let in The Light, pp. 49-50.
5. _I_b_j_-g-. p. 81.
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CHAPTER V
ENPATHY

In order to persuade people it 1s necessary for the
speaker to get them to think and feel with him, It would
not serve the purposes of persuasion if only the speaker
concentrated on what he 1s saying. Both the speaker and the
hearers muat be concentrating on the same subject at the
same time in order that the hearers may be persuaded. When
the speaker succeeds in goetting hls hearers to think with
him so Intently that thelr muscular and emotional reaponses
are ldentical with hils, then he has succeeded in producing
empathy. When empathy exlsts 1n a given speech situation
the hearers wlll be powerfully persuaded to accept the
speaker's ldeas. This 1dea of empathy is brought out by
Kirkpatrick:

The attitude of the teacher toward his pupils
resembles the relationship of the public speaker to
his audience., May I use a very elementary example?

A teacher wishes to lead some children to under-

stand that 2 ¢ 2 = 4. He may proceed after this

fashion: he holds up two sticks, and calls atten-

tion to them, repeats the process with two others,
then places them all together and focuses the at-
tention upon the result. Thus, at the time of

teaching, the teacher concentrates upon hls ideas

by concentrating the minds of the puplls upon them,l

l, Kirkpatrick, Op. c¢it., p. 40.
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In order to get the hearers to think and feel with the
speaker 1t i1s highly important that he use thelr vocabulary.
Words that are famlliar to the audience will be particularly
useful for riveting thelr attention on what the speaker 1s
saying. Simple words should be used, words that convey rmuch
meaning, but attract little attentlon to themselves. The
language of the people will be best suited to producing em=-
pathy in them,

By using technical language and comparatively hard words
Kuhlmann loses empathy in discussing the doctrine of
sanctification:

%hile these lines are true in their dis-

avowal of any ability on our part to work out our

salvation by any form of self-righteocusncecss ocur

pride and self=sufflciency may devise, they are

not true 1f we imagine that CGod expects nothing of

us but a formal acceptance of Christ and a flabbdy,

spineless acqulescence to certain denominationally

prescribed doctrines concerning Eim and His claims,

No, He expects much more. He expects our disciple-

ship with His Son to result in a consecrated study

of His 11fe, so that all our thinking and doing may

be directed to new and nobler channels and that

each day in our assoclation with others we may give

living evidence that we have been with Jesus...

Such words as: Disavowal, self-righteousness, self=-
sufficiency, devisc, acquiescence, and denominationally do
not produce empathy. The use of such words will rather
alienate the hearers and cause them to shut off their atten-

tion. Simple language must be used in order to produce em=

pathy.

2. Kuh]-‘mnn’ _0-2. cit.' PPe 79‘80.



Kuhlmann achieves empathy in speakling of the resurrection:

Unbellef says "No." Ymhen the final earthly
chapter in any man's 1life 1s written, unbelief
writes below that last chapter, the words, "The End."
Then comes falth and takes the pen, crosses out the
words unbellef has written, and in their stead it
writes the words, "To be continued." Oh, how great
is faith!l Ve could not have faith in aftsr-death
continuance of 1life 1f Easter had not dawned...2

There 1s not one word in this section that is so dif-
ficult as to interfere with comrmunication of thought to the
audlience. Empathy 1s galned in thls paragraph by direct
spaach, by personification, and by klnaesthetic and visual
language. But all these devices would have lost thelr ef=
fectiveness 1f the speaker had used difficult language.

Kettner produces empathy in speaking about justification:

Do you follow Peter as he goes out to weep
bitterly? Do you weep withHm, tears of penitence
for your many transgressions, for the measure of
suffering which your sins have caused Christ? Do
you believe that He looks at you with pardon, in-
deed, that He bears all that suffering for the sins
of the world? Do you by falith see Jesus! love and
forgiveness so surely promised in His Word? Then
you can know as assuredly as you know that you are
altting here that you will be found acceptabls on
that Great Day, forgiven, cleansed, transformed
into the likeness of Christ, to enjoy the bliss of
heaven forever, 9

By speaking dlrectly to the people in simple language,
and appealing to thelr emotions Kettner moves them and sways
them to think with him and feel with him,

2. Kuhlmann, 2@. cit., pp. 79=80,
X

3. Elmer A, Kettner, Symbols of His Suffering, p. 21.
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CHAPTER VI
PROOP

There are three main types of proof used by speakers to
persuade an audience: loglcal, emotional, and personal proof.
Loglcal proof includes these factors: 1llustration, facts,
testimony, and reasoning. Emotional appeals to the emotions

of the hearers in order to bear out the truth of what is said.

Personal proof is the welght of the speaker's character, his

reputation, his whole 1life and person. All three types of
proof may be effectively used to persuade an audience.

But none of these methods of proof will succeed unless
the subject matter at hand 1s presented in simple language.
An 1llustration that 1s forelgn and unintellibible to the
audience will not accomplish its purposes of persuasion and
proof. Reasoning with technical language will eonv.inoe no
one unless he understands that language. Emotional proof 1is
damaged by using words that confuse people. Even personal
proof is hindered if the speaker habltually uses technical
language. The hearers will get the impression that the sp ak-
er is not interested in them, or that he considers himself
superior, if he insists on using language they cannot under-
stand.
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Reigstad weakens hils proof for the universal kingship

of Christ, by using difficult words:
Jesus was even more a king than Pilate knew,

for He was the Lord of lords and the Kling of kings,

Jesus of Nazareth held a scepter that was universal,

Powers unlimited were vested in Him, so that He

reigned ad infinitum. Every planet in the vast

created system, every star, every constellation,

every galaxy of created things reaching out into

the peripheral limits of eternity, was obedient to

His beck and call,.l

There i1s good proof in this paragraph that Jssus is a
king and that His reign is universal, But the proof 1s weak=-
ened by the use of such expressions as: "ad infinitum,"
"galaxy of created things," and "peripheral limits of eter-
nity." Vhen the audience hear these expressions they will
try to puzzle them out and in that way lose the full impact
these words would convey 1f they were understandable to the
peoplee.

In another paragraph Reigstad proves the resurrection
in a very effective manner:

I lnow that Christ lives because He lives in

me, A falth such as that cannot put us to shame,

We place our hands upon our hearts and we say, I

know He lives because He is there. Christ lives

in me because He. guides and rules my thoughts, my

words, my deeds, and He glves me strength to take
up the cross and follow Hlm,

The simplicity of the paragraph makes the proof effective.
All the words are meaningful to the hearer, with the result
that he has no doubts in his mind as to the validity of the

l., Relgstad, op. cit., p. 44.
2. Ibid.’ PPe 5-74.
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proof. The listener finds himself agreeing wlith each sen=-
tencs as 1t 1s spoken. The cumulative effect of all these
ﬂ:mpressions is one of overwhelming proof and persuasion.
Dau loses force in trylng to prove that wvhen the Vord
of God was not used the clmrcin suffered: -

On the other hand, stagnation, corruption, de=-
cay have set in when the rmouths of Jesus! witnesses
were hushed, when Christian principles were exchanged
for prudent policies, when church members feared those
who could destroy their bodles more than Him who can
destroy thelr falthlesssouls, Or there came times
when the church went bargaining in diplomatic come-
promises with 1ts. adversaries, and made concessions
by which i1t sought peace when there was not, and could
not be, peace; when her members were neither cold
nor hot, and lmagined that godliness 1s for carthly
gain and profit. The single-hearted truth that
should have conquered her cunning opponents was
wrapped %n duplicity and could deal no telling
D1OWSeeeo

The things sald in the paragraph are all true, and they
are good proof. But the proof 1s weakened by the use of 4if-
ficult words. Such expressions as: "exchanged for prudent
policies," "bargaining in diplomatic compromises," and "wrap=-
ped in duplicity" weaken proof instead of strengthening it.
In the mind of the speaker the arguments presented are cogent,
But in the minds of the hearers proof is not so strong. '

Se Dau, op. elt., p. 29.
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CHAPTER VII
COMITUNICATION

In order to communicate we must convey thougnts. Words
are the symbols used for this purpose., "To understand our
language, the person to whom we speak must agree with us
that certain symbols stand for certain experiences,” 1
Unless both the speaker and the hearer are agreed that a
certain word means a certain thing, that word is useless for
conveying thoughts.

The more definite a symbol 1s the more useful it will be
to convey thought and also to persuade. "So much of the mis=-
understanding that goes on among men and women is due to the
lack of definiteness of some of the symbols," 2 In order to
obviate this difficulty the professions have invented tech-
nical terms, which in a compact manner convey definite
thoughts, Such technical terms are useful in communicating
with another member of one's profession. But these terms
dare not be used with the layman because he is not familiar
with the experiences for which they stand. "We communicate
with others only when we stir up the experlence for which
the symbol stands. Therefore, 1n order to communicate with

l, Lionel Crocker, Pullic Speaking for College Students,
Pe 249,
2. Ibid.
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others we must use the terms the audience understands."S
Golladay gives us a good example of effective communi=-
cation, as he describes falth:

Faith is just walking with God, as the child
walks with a parent; it is enjoying the Father's
company, leaning on the Father's arm, listening to
the FFather's counsel, Joyously running the Father's
errands, This 1s falth, this 1s spiritual 1ife,
which two things, in the final analysis, are
practically one.

Vihat a beautiful and simple way of describing faith.
There are no words in this paragraph that cause a hearer to
turn away because he can not understand them. This is an
example of good communication, using the termminology of the
hearers to describe an abstract thing in such a way that
everyone can grasp 1it.

In describing God, Golladay does not succeed in com=
mmlcating effectively:

On the part of man universally these thoughts
about the primary phenomena of the universe, and
human 1life as the most significant part of the
visible universe, lead to one universal deduction:
back of the visible there 1s something not tanglbly
revealed; back of the things made there i1s a lMaker;
back of 1life there 1s a Life=-giver; back of all
discernible movement there is a lMoverj; back of all
the beauty there is an Artist., And all the world
has united in calling this gise master=builder,
this almighty ruler - God.

If the first half of this paragraph had been omitted,
it could be said without reservation that the paragraph lends

itself to good communication. Such phrases as: "primary

3. Crocker, Ope. 011:.. Pe 249,
4. Golladay, gg_. cit., p. 42,
5., Ibld., p.
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phenomena," "universal deduction,"” and "tanglbly revealed,"
do not make for good communication. The average layman
does not think with these phrasss. They are to him symbols
that convey little meaning. The last half of the paragraph
is easlly understood and appreciated.

Again Golladay forgets what good communication means
as he shows how.nature proves the existence of God:

But 1f he 1lifts hlis eyes to the starlit

heavens, and reoallzes that thls earth, sollid and

big as 1t seems, is but a mote which floats thrcugh

space peopled with innumerable worlds; and 1if,

from this teeming universe, he goes back and looks

out into the vold, which was the pregnant womb of

time, and out of which vaculty there came these

teeming systemns which form the one complete system;

oh, then, = language falls as an adequate vehicle

for expressing the overwhelming sense of infinitude

borne to the soul by the magnitude and variety and

complexity of the unlverse.

¥For the scholar or the philosopher thls paragraph would
have meaning, and for them it would be good communication.
But the average people are not accustomed to thinking with
philosophicel abstractions and fancliful figures of speech.
For them such expressions as: "innumerable worlds," "teem-
ing universe,” "womb of time,"” "vaculty," and "infinitude"
are not meaningful symbols,

In a paragraph on Christian falth Golladay has good
communication:

The content of Christian faith, reduced to

1ts simplest terms, is Jesus Christ as the all-
sufficient Savior. It 1s written that God justifies

6. Ibid.' PPe 66-67.
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those who have faith in Jesus (Rom. 3, 26). When
one knows himself to be a poor lost sinner, de-
plores and confesses 1t; and recogniszes Jesus
Christ as the only Savior from sin, and with the
confidence of his heart, weak and trembling though
it be, reaches out to lay hold of Jesus as his
Savior, that man has falith; God receives that man,
forgives him, justifies him, makes him an heir of
all His spiritual blessings. 7

This is a paragraph very useful for communication. In
the first part, the word "justifies" 1s used without ex-
plaining 1t, but later on in the paragraph 1t is explained.
The symbols used in this paragraph to convey thoughts, are
good. They are words used by people in ordinary conversation.

7. Ibld., p. 47.
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;eauty of thaughh is more useful for creating emotion
than beauty of words.
The truu dignity of the pulplt "has emotlonal value.
l. The dAilgnity of the pulplt dres not rnsult from
uslnog techalcal lanzuage
2« 't d0es result from "resenting ~rand truths in a
alm:le manner.
4n actlive imagination on the part of the speaker is a
help to emoctlione.
1. Suzzestive words stir the imsgination and call up
agaocliated meanlngs.

2. The use of simple, plctorial words stire the emotlons.:

The thince which interest the hearers will stir thelr
ametions.
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CHAPTER I
BEAUTY OF THOUGHT

Among the things that appeal to the emotions of the
hearers is beauty. True beauty is beauty of thought rather
than the use of bilg, high-sounding words. Polysyllabic wards
do not in themselves make for beauty. Using many words,
especially descriptive adjet;tives, is not the essence of
beauty of expression. Unless the thoughts that are to be
expressed are in themselves great and grand, they cannot be
elegantly expressed. VWhen beauty is sought primarily in
words rather than in thoughts, beautiful language becomes an
end 1n itself and serves to obscure thought,

Quintilian has a fine paragraph on this subject:

Beauty of language ought not to be regarded as
an end in 1tself. However desirable such beauty
may be, when associated with clearness and gran-
deur of thought, and when it naturally follows the
orator's conceptions, to seek for it as a distinct
object will ensure a fallure as to the orator's
legitimate end. Not words, but things, deserve our
chief solicitude. Besides, the most valuable thoughts
in a discourse are such as are recommended by their
simplicity and naturalness. Ought we to. be dissat-
isfied with a strictly correct expression of our
thoughts because 1t does not seem learned, or be-
cause any other person might employ 1t?...Cicero
himself cautions us against departing from the ordi-
nary modes of speech. Such a proceeding in an
orator he condemns as one of the greatest rhetor-
ical faults, 1

l. Quintilian ‘quoted by Th. Graebner in The Expository
Preacher, p. 121, =T



Yhen the words used in expression are closely corre=
lated with the thoughts behind them so that those thoughts
are expressed in a simple manner, the result is true beauty
of expression. There must be a "close fit between your
meaning and your phrases."” 2 VWhen words accurately convey
beautiful thoughts from the mind of the speaker to the mind
of the hearer there is beauty of expression. Beauty of ex-
pression depends first of all upon beauty of thought.

Simplicity 1s the keynote for beauty. The speaker can=
not be saild to have beauty of expression unless this beauty
exlsts for his hearers. Shedd shows how elegant language
alds simplicity of expression:

Elegant 1s from e and lego. Elegance is a

nice cholce. The elegant is the select. Out of

a multitude of particulars the most fitting is

chosen. Under the influence of that principle

and idea of unity, of which we have spoken, the

orator selects the most appropriate word, the word

which promotes the simplicity of the statement,

and thus his dictlon is elegant. Or, under the

influence of this same i1dea of unlty he culls the

most sultable metaphor out of a multitude, and
thus his illustration is elegant.

Reigstad fails to schieve beauty in describing the Gospel:

The Gospel bears certain distinguishing marks,
and they are the same wherever you find them. They
are these: propltiation, pardon, and purity.
Isalah's concept of propitiation is clearly set
forth in the Fifty-third chapter of the book which
bears his name. The principle of the substitu-
tionary sacrifice 1s asserted there. Pardon and
purity are the gifts proclaimed in this chapter. %

2. Brown, OP. cit.. Pe 183.

3. Shedd quoted Dy Th. Graebmer in The Expository
Preacher, pp. 120=-121.

4, Relgstad, op. oit., p. 106.
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For the average layman there is no beauty in the word
propitiation. The idea behind the word is beautiful, and
1f beautifully expressed in a simple way, would be effec=-
tive in moving the hearer. lords that are not meaningful
to the hearer can have no connotation of beauty for him.
Reigstad has a beautiful paragraph on the resurrection:
I know that Christ lives because le lives in
me, A faith such as that cannot put us to shame.
We place our hands upon ocur hearts and say, I know
He lives because He is there, Christ lives in me
because He guldes and rules my thoughts, my words,
my deeds, and He gives me atrength to take up the
cross and follow Him., 5
This paragraph is beautlful because beautiful thoughts
are expressed in simple, chaste language. The words used do
not impress us with thelr elegance. But the thoughts con-
veyed by these words are elegant. They move us and strike |
a sympathetic chord in our own hearts, j
Reigstad brings out the beauty of God's grace:
Thank God, man's thirst can be quenched.
There is a true source of satisfaction, and those ,
fountains flow freely. God's grace 1s sufficient !
to meet all our needs, and the living waters from
the throne of God can quench our nameless thirst,
Nothing the world can give is proportionate to our
need, for the soul of man cannot be fed on husks,

With simple words and beautiful thoughts the speaker

produces beauty of expression. lan's need for God's grace

is beautifully described as a thirst. The scurce of grace

5. Ibid-' pp. .’3-?4.
Ge m-’ Pe 112,
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is pictured as a fountain that flows continually. The
source of this fountain is the throne of God. The water
that comes from this fountain is living water. There 1s
beauty in these pictures and these thoughts.

Golladay loses beauty in describing the work of Christ:

I believe that Jesus Christ 1s the second

person in the family of the Godhead; that He was

eternally begotten of the Father, and in the fullness

of time became a man for our redemption. I believe
that by the active obedlence of the life, and the
passive obedience of the death, of this God=-man

every chlild of Adam's lost race has been redeemed;

and that salvation is assured for every one who

comes as a needy sinner, and cl to Jesus Christ

by a living, approprlating faith.

The beauty of the thoughts expressed in this paragraph
would have been enhanced 1f they had been expressed more
simply. Such technical terms as: "active obedience,” "pas-
sive obedience,"” and "appropriating faith," should have given
way to simpler expressions, in order to make the speaker's

words more beautiful to the hearers.

Te Golladay, OP. © t.p P. 62.
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CHAPTER II
TRUE DIGNITY

True dignity in speech does have emotional value. But
this is not the dignity that comes from the use of big words
and high-flown phrases. Especilally in the preaching minis-
try there exists such a false sense.of dignity based on
wrong premises. The dignity o: the pulpit does not 1lie in
the preacherts moral qualii::l.éa, in his personal sanctity,
in his zeasl, nor in the elevated language that he uses, The
true dignity of the pulpit lles 1n the glory and grandeur
of the' truths he presents, in the solemnity of his duties,
and in the infinite issues depending on how the truth is -
recelved and presented. Keeping these things In mind 1t
will not be hard to appreciate the fact that simple language
1s more conducive to true dignity than technlcal language.

Burrell suggests why preachers do not use simple words:

It sometimes happens that p].ail.:'mess in the

pulpit is hindered through an erroneous idea of

what 1s due to his dignity. Thls leads some

preachers not only to speak In anartificial tone

of voice, but to make use of circumlocutions for

the very purpose of avoiding plain terms. Prob-

ably this hablt arises from unconscious unwllling-

ness on the part of the preacher to come into near

mental contact with the people = a grievous error
since such closeness of mental contact is ome of

the chief alds to spiritual impression. In other
circumstances the use of unusual words is a
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wreteched plece of pedantry, a device if the preacher's
for showing off the superiority of his training. 1

Just as true beauty of expression 1s based on beauty of
thought, so also genuine dignity of expression can result
only from grand and important thoughts., 7To clothe such
thoughts in polysyllabic terms and unnecessary modifiers is
to detract from their dignity by implying that they need
bolstering. The less the words used to clothe thoughts
stand in the way of those thoughts, the more will their true

dignity become apparent.

There 1ls a conflict between the demand for
t he exalted and the demand for the simple, and
as long as we hold to the opinion that elegance
and beauty may best be had by using the choice
words, we shall not be simple., The simple style
cames from the love of the common words, the
keen desire to use_them, and the lasting effort
to use them well.

Golladay, stating what man would be if God had not
created him, loses dignity by trying to achieve 1t with big

words:

Then the masterly achievements of the human
mind, the tender emotions of the human heart, the
vaulting aspirations of the human soul, the longing
for immortality, these are all but the unexplain-
able fatuous dreams of a bundle of atoms in fortul=-
tous concourse. Then this vitalized mechanism of
human life, the world's greatest unsolved puszzle,
wvhen 1t hes run down, and worn out, and the magilec
bond of unity 1s severed, returns to the sphere or

non-vitalized dust.

1. David James Burrell, The Sermon, Its Construction

and Dalive PP. 535=-64.
e e oit., p. 150,
Se 0011aday. . Glt., Pe 75.
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l'erely the sounds of words will not serve to convey true

dignity. There must be thoughts conveyed before the hearer
becomes avare of the impact of a grand truth. Such words as:
"fatuous," "fortultous," "concourse," and "non-vitalized,"
detract from true dignity because they are not understood by
the average layman.

liatzner has dlignity in hls presentation of man's
helplessness:

In other words, the kingdom of God comes from
above, And vhat does that mean? It means that,
when man bad sinned, there was absolutely no hope
for him untlil God prepared a way of saving sinners.
It means that there was absolutely no hope that
any man would ever rise who would be able to cope
wilth the desperate situation here on earth = until
God sent His Savior from heaven, His only Son. It
means that none of us either in this land or in a
heathen land can ever find Christ and His salva-
tion, or pray in a manner so that our prayers
reach the thrme of God, or do anything that is
really pleasing to God = unless God regenerates
us with a power not of thls earth and saves us
by Hils grace, 4

The awefulness of the thoughts in this paragraph make
for dignity. The helplessness and‘hopelessness of man, as
far as saving himself 1s concerned, is the thought that
lends d.fgnity to the paragraph. The fact that the great
God deigns to save man is a grand and dignified thought.
These thoughts are not obscured, but rather reinforced by
the simple language used to express them. These are no
clrcumlocutions, no pompous phrases to clutter up the
dignity of the thoughts sxpressed.

4, Emill W. YMatzner, To Live Is Christ, pp. 15-16.
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Relgstad seems to have a false sense of dignity in
describing Christ's universel kingship:

Powers unlimited were vested in Him, so that
He reigned ad infinitum. Every planet in the vast
created system, every star, every constellation,
every galaxy of oreated things reaching out into
the peripheral limits of eternity, was obedient
to His beck and call, ©

To use foreign words among the average people might
be due to a false sense of dignity. Other abstract expres-
slons are used which do not lend dignity to the paragraph.
Dy using these terms the true dignity of the thoughts ex-
pressed, 1s toned down.

Haler achieves dignity as he talks about sin:

Others turn a deaf ear to Christ because they
love sin. They do not wish to be disturbed in

thelr secret affairs or faverite vices. But they

know that if they come to Christ, these must be

renounced. They are making money in sinful occupa-
tions, finding pleasure in breaking God's law of

purity. They derive too much sensual satisfaction
from following their own lusts to heed the Savior's
call for repentance and faith. So they pass Jesus

and heedlessly turn thelr faces from the only
Savior they can ever have. 6

It certainly is not big words in thls paragraph, that
lend dignity. It is rather the terrible truth of the facts
presented that impresses wus in a solemn way. By using words
that the average man can understand, the speaker makes the

dignity of the thoughts all the more outstanding.

S. Reisstﬂd. 22- Git., Pe 44,
6, Maler, op. cit., p. 7.
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CHAPTER IIT

[HMAGTHATTON

imaszinatlon, properly used, 18 useful lor stirrins tha-
emotlons. “he average person thlinks moatly in terms of
Ploetures, imazes. lLan-uaze thet 1s abairact does not appeal.

"letorial languace may be sahleved by using pictorlal
worde "which express & vislble reotion or emotlicn such &s
'hobiling presreas.'” 1 ibstract ideas such ez “progreas,”
beeore conerete when Zescribed in a pictorial way.

imaginative words not only denote meaning, but they
alscs connote. They sugsmeal more than they say.

sugcestiveness mesna the power of words to

clir the fmaginetion. Ouggestive words not ocaoly

cormuninate preelse meanings but 2leo call up as=-

sociated meaninzga. Oaonalder the Alfferent conno-
fatinns_af"the ﬁnrda :housa" ﬁns'hnme,“ and of

the werds "lady"” and “mother.

There are certain wordzs Lthat mean much becauae there are
many vleasant nsscoclaticns conneeted with them. The word
"home” stands for something plesasant, agreeable, and com-
fortable,

Words alsn stlr up the imacinaticn whern the scund sug-
geats the sense. Poe's poem, “The Zells," is an example of

usinz sound to aunéaat the sense.

1. Hsoth, op. eit., p. 116,
2. sarett and ?oat;r, ope. git., P 535.




Flgures of speech are the most common devices for
nmaking language plctorial. Some of these 2re: simlle,
metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche, perscnificatlon, a2nd apos- :
trophe. The €13 Testament of the Bible 1s particularly rich

in fipgures of speech, and is for that reason appealing even

to children.

The whole matter may be summed up as an
appeal to the imaglnation by couchlng ideas in
images, examples, compariaons, anecdotes, etc.,
wlthin the experience of both the speaker and the
hearers. Way I digress for a moment, at thls
polnt, to say that there 1ls 2 popular conceptlion
that the imagination is freakish, czpricicus,
whinsical, and abnormal? This is not correct
Such & conceptlion cenfuses imagination with fancy.
On the contrary, the imsgination is normal, serlous,
and truthful. It 1is based upon actual impressions

derlved from reality.
in order to be effeactive, the imagery used must be taken

from the experlence of hoth the hearer and the speaker. In
other words, 1t must be familiar. It would not do for a
pastor tc use 1llustrations from city life 1fhls hearers

were unacguainted with urban conditlions.

"ot only must the imagery be taken from the experience
of the hearers, bt also the wordsused to describe that
imagery, must be taken from the experience of the hearer.
Painting o beautiful picture in words that are not meaningful
to the audience, would defeat 1ta own purpose.

Schramm uses imagination 1in describling Jesus' words on

the cross:
Tn the light of the seven words spoken from

3., Elrkpatrick, op. cit., p. 120.
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the c¢ross we catch seven wondrous zZlimgses of

the centrality of the ernss. These seven words
are seven heacon lighis, shining sut into the world
of men, shining up intn the abodo of fied. and
wheraver these sven words shine, thex reveal the
eross at the very center of things.

By descr'bing Jeous' words as lichtoc the speaker fur-
nlshes the hearer with handles with which to cling to the
idea of whzt theso words do. The words of Jesus are like
spetlishts trained on the crnési The pleture brings out the
importance of Jesus' desth. This plcture would have been obh-

seured had the speaker used difflcult language,

nor lacks imagination in his dlscuasinn of Justification:

There are perscns who think that this declar-
ation of approval by Christ to the lawyer's arswuer
i85 inconaiatent with the doctrine of justification
by faith and Paul's affirmation that “3y the deeds
of the law there shall nn Plesh be justlified.” The
perfect fulfiliing of God's law will win Hlis favor,
but who has ever given Zed perfeet obadience? "all

have sinned and eome short of the glory of fod,”
and therefore 2ll are under condemnation and need
the graclious salvation offered by Christ, who in

iits lnesvnation and sacrifilce ugnn the cross kept
the mhole wlll and lsew of Gnd,

The paragraph 1s abstract rather than conerete. Thore
are nc pletnorial words. The aspeaker dld not use lmagination.
The ideas are stlll more obacursd by his using tLechnical
words and phrases.

ienak! auceeeds in suggesting the sense with the souad,

28 he deseribes the 11fe of man, "Cur human life here bslow,

4. Schranm, Ope €it.; P« 53
Se :';aer. g_'g."gz.&:&pé. 49-50.

1T 18 aad
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after a2ll, in not aimply a fitful dream, a convulaive sob, a
pasp, and then the falling of the cloda upon some coffln 114,"6
The effect is helghtened by the use of aimple words. In the
same way lenaki uses 2 picture to describe death, "What of
that last grim disturber of our human plans, the angel called
Death, who insists on hanglng his crepe on every doorz" T ~

Pau mizht have effectually used imagination in describ-
lng the Trinity:

™rom these words of Jesuas the nmysiery of the
Holy Trinlty looka out at us: Cod the son 1s here
apeaking to God the "ather. The superanatural re-
lationshlp exlsting between theae two distinct
peraons and, as other texts of Scripture show with
egual clearness, existing also between these two
persons_and the Holy S5pirit, baffles our inquiring
reason,

The abstract words used do not furniah.a good picture.
A few 1llustrations might have been used tc present in a
more vivid way the ildea of the Holy Trinilty.

Schramm glves us a vivid picture of the terribleness of

sin: »

A British sergeant who served 1ln the Somme
sector in the World War sald that through those
long months when the two battle-lines kept up
their continuous exchange of shella, he could not
get away from the feeling that Christ was out
between the llnes and that the shot was passling
through His body.2

6. Lensxi, op. ¢it., pp. T=8.
T Ibld., ps '10.

8. Dau, op. eit., p. 13.

9. Schramm, op. eit., p. 64.
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HUDAH TNTEREST

People are self-centered. They are interested in what
concerns them. The more vitally a matter affects them the
more’ interested will they be in it. Tn the same manner
people will be interested in things that occur fregueatly
in their own experience.

The conclusicn of the matter is, that the

speaker, in order to secure the interest of his

llstencrs, must present 1deas adjusted to their

experiencse. What conatitutes the experience of

an individual? Someone has summed it up well as

follows, "All that he retains from Ehat he has

aeen, heard, read, done, and felt."

Jevan factors of interestingness are: the antagonlstic,
the animate, the conerete, the similar, the unusuzl, the un-
certain, and the vital. It is ture that 2 preacher chooses
his subject matter from the Bible, not from the lives of
people. But the Bible must be linked up with the liives of
the people. The preacher should capitalize on thelir interest
by showing how the 2lble gives them what they =are interested in.

In order to move and intercst people, it is not enough
to talk about thinge that interest them. Interesting matters
must be presented in simple lanzuage in order te be effective.

"Phe speaker must seek to bring Hls ideas and language withiln

1. Kirkpatrick, op. clt., p. 45.
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the vivid exparience of those whn constitute his audience,
1f he would interest them."2 This pertains not only to the
subject matter, but alao to the lansuage used.

Geoiseman has human interest in his discusslon of prayer:

God wants us to come to Him with all the
thines of 1life. We have no problems so great or
80 amall, but what He 1s eager to hear of them and
to help us in finding a asolution for them. When
we are youngs and atudents at school, He wants us
%o come to ilim and ask of Him those thinms that are
necessary for the cultivation of our souls, the
deévelopment of our minds, the strengthening of our
bodies, the equliprent of ourselves as that we nay
ba able competen;ly and successfully to face the
battlea of life.

People are interested in the thinge they neced for
Buccess., atudents at school are no exceptlions. They are
interested in knowing that God will supply their every need.
The needs of the student are expressed in simple language.

Gielseman talks about sin in an interesting way:

7hen indlviduals try to ignore the things of
thelr souls, they can only make themeelves the more
desperately miserable andunhapoy by doing so. I
have known persons in my ministry who have made
themselves sick, have called in doetors and nurses
and speecialiste and swallowed pills and medicine
all in the hope of trying to find an answer to thelr
problem without petting rid of sin, but it was all
in vain. It was not until they accepted Jesus that
they came to be free in spirit, th=t they were no
lonzer in need of doctors and mediclne, for now
they had found inner spirituzl life which allowed

them to be happy and at peace.4
All people are interested in sin because all people

know thet they do wrong and that they are sullﬁy. In this

2. Ibid., p. 45.
3. Gelseman, gg. elt., p. 1%
4, ibid., pP.
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paragraph man's foremost need 1s presented in a concrete

and realistic manner. Simple language helps to make the

presentatlion 1ntereat1ng'by ﬁakihg 1t easy to.follow.
Relzetad lacks human interest value in discussing the

Cospel:

The Gospel bears ceriein distinsulshing rarks,
and they are the same wherever y~u find them.
They are these: propitiatlon, pardon, end purity.
Isalah's concept of propitiation is clearly set
forth in the Tifty-third chapter eof the bock which
bears his name. The principle of the substitue
tionary s=2crifice 1lc asserted there. Fardon and
purity are the gifts proclasimed in this chapter.

Although this paragraph treats a subject of universal

intereat, how one can get rid of sin, yet the average person

would not be much moved by it because the use of technical
terms and phrases.detracts from 1ts human interest.

ienski has an interesting clause, "...a Gospel that is
a never fallinem fountain of lifeand hope for weary souls..."S
A mossage like thie, that supplies the greateat need of men,

expressed in simple languame, will interest people.

5. Reimstad, op. eit., p. 106.
6. Lenski, opn. eit., p. 6.
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