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CHAPTFER I
INTRODUCTION

Saints' days are totally foreign to a large segment of
the American population. Americens are accustomed %o think
in terms of a secular calendar. The church year, and in
perticular the saints of the church year, have passed inio
obscurity.

Such 2 secularization of the calendar has also af-
fected the Lutheran Church. Most Lutheran Christians, like
other Americans, do not think extensively ia terms of the
Church's year. #Huch less do they think in terms of the
gsaints' days found in that year.

Thils present study is intended to investigate the

saints'! days of The Lutheran Liturgy. The study will look

at the higtorical warrant for the saints! days. It will
further ccnsider the theologlcal content of the propers for
each commemoration. Finally, it will look at the extent of
the present use of the gsaints' days.

The main emphasis of this paper will be on the saints'
daye in the calendar of the Luthepan Church, and in partvi-
cular The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Such a study
must broaden its base to include the history of the minor
festivals of the pre-Reformation YWestern Church as well as

some of thoge of the Eastern Church.



2

The organization of the 1lnvestlgatlion will broadly
follovw the three masjor considerations--that of hilstory,
theology, and use of the saints' days. The first major
section wlll treat the historical introduction of saints!
end nartyrs' days into the calendar of the Church. Thelr
history will be traced through the Medleval Church %o the
time of the Reformation. The study will then narrow down
to the Lutheran Communion and the retention and use of the
saints' deys in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth
centuries in Germany. The next chapter will concern itself
with the retention and use of the saints' days 1in the
hymnals and service books of the Lutheran bodies of the
United States.

The last major sectlon will view each of the saints'

days of The Lutheran Liturgy of the Evangellcal Lutheran

Synodical Conference of North America. The main emphasis
will be on the liturgical celebration accorded the apostle,
saint, or mariyr rather than the 1ife and history of the
individual. The treatment will of necessity be largely
historlical in nature. However, thls section will also con-
sider the theological content of the propers for each com-
memoration.

The materlal for the pre-Reformation history of these
days has Deen gathered largely from secondary sources.
'Primary sources such as the Kirchenordnungen and the col-

lected words of the Reformers were used for the Reformation
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period. Hymnals, service books, annuals, and sermon bocks
were used for the Lutheran sources. On the whols then,
primary sources, where available, were used in treating the
Lutheran retentlon and use of the saints' days.

The materizl of the gixteenth century Xirchenordnungen

hags been orgenized into a table on page 135, The table
lists salnts' days retained together with the number of

Kirchenordnungen that liszted them.




CHAPTER II

HISTORY OF THE SAINT3' DAYS TO THE TIME
OF THE REFORMATIOHN

The Purpose of Saints' Daye

Modern, Protestant, Purltan, and Anabaptist America
lives in a secular calendsr. Cutslde of the fact that the
years are numbered gnno Domini, the only other religious
intrusions into the czlendar are the festivals of Chrlstmas
and Easter. Vith few exceptions, Christianity exerts no
ma jor influence on the calendar.

Certainly the idea of celebrating gaints' days is un-
Enown to most Prctestantism in the United States. Even in
the Roman, Orthodox, Anglican, and Lutheran Communions
where the saints are commemorated, they exert 1llttle effect
on the life of the community.

Yet from the foundaticn of the Church there has been
no controversy over the holiness of those who laid down
Thelr lives for the falth. The New Testament did not omit
to hand on to posterity a record of those who fell in the
Biblical era--the Holy Innocents, St. Stephen the Proto-
mertyr, and St. James the Greater. The seer of Revelations

also saw the martyrs of Christ beneath the altar of God who



did not forget them.l

Already in the fourth century The Constitutions of the

Holy Avostles had a pronouncement on the salnts' days. The
slaves were to desist from work on all great holldays of
the Church, on 21l Sundays, and on saints' days.
Let them rest on the daye of the agpostles, for They
were appointed your teachers to bring you to Christ
and make you worthy of the Spirit. Let then rest on
the day of the first mertyr, Stevhen, and other holy
martyrs, who preferred Christ to their own life.

In medieval times the secular calendar took second

=)

lace. The civlil holideys were Church holidays. Courts
recessed, battles cessed, shops closed, and all labor sus-
pended.’ Such was the practice till the time of the Ref-
ocrmation.

At the time of the Reformatlon the more radlcal re-
formers discarded the church year. In Puritan England and

Calvinistic Scotland, from which many of the early American

lgeinrich Kellner, Heortology: A History of the Chris-
tian Festivaels from their Origin to the Present Day, trans-
lated from the German by a priest of the Diocese of Vest-
mingter (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Tribner and Company,
Limited, 1908), p. 204,

2Alan A. MoArthur, The Evolution of the Christian Year
(Greenwlch, Connecticut: The Seabury Press, ¢.1953), D. 159.
“Constitutions of the Holy Apostles," translated by James
Donaldson, vol. VII in The Ante-llcene Fathers, edited by
Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (American reorint of

the Edlnburgh Edition; New York: The Christian Literature
Company, 1896), p. 495.

Jraward T. Horn, III, The Christian Year (Philadelphia:
¥uhlenberg Press, ¢.1957), b. 15.
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settlers came, the church year was regarded with guspiclion
as "popery.” The result has been that Protestant America
has had an impoverished background.4

Such an impoverishment was not the background of the
Lutheren settlers who came to this country. The Confesslons
teatify eloguently to tﬁe Lutheran position regarding the

seints.? The Kirchenordnungen snd agendas also witness %o

the rich church year retained by the Lutherans.6

Until recently the dominant religious tradition of the
United States wae Protestant, Ae a result even Lutheranism
has tended sometimes to become Protestant in i%s epvroach

ag the Lutheran Church has become an American denominaticn.7
Baslc Considerations

In the New Testeament all Christians were called "holy"
1
( aitmﬁ). In the course of time popular usage tended to

restrict the term to those members of the Body of Christ who

b1bid., p. 26.

5vapticle XXI of the Augsourg Confession," Triglot
Concordia: The Symbolical Books of the Ev. Lutheran Church
(8t. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), ». 57.

62;5 evangelischen Kirchenordnungen des XVI Jahrhunderis,
edited by Emil Sehling (Leipzig: O. R. Reislend, 1904), II,
17, 25, &9, 79. Kirchen-Agende Baaden (Xarls-Ruhe: In der
Schmiederischen Buchhandlung, 1775), oop. 126-187.

TPaul W, Spaude, The Lutheran Church Under American

Influence (Burlington, Iowa: The Lutheran Literary Board,
c.1943), pp. 399-402,
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had especially distinguished themselves by their witness to
Christ, whether by a martyr's death or by their service %o
His cause and His Church.®

Is the purpose of saints' days merely to cell to mind
some important member of the Church? The real purpose of
the saints' days might be summed up in the thoughts of The
Confessions. According to Article XXI of the Apology, the
saints deserve a threefold honor. First, Christlians ought
to give thanks %o God because He has shown examples of
mercy. The second service ls the strengthening of faith.
For example, when Christians see the denial of 5%, FPeter,
they are encouraged to believe that grace superabounds over
sin. The final honor is the imltation, first of falth,
then of other virtues.?

The Roman Catholic position on saints! days has been
stated by J. H. Achterfeldst.

We may best honor the saints in three ways. (1) By

congidering the virtues displayed by them on earth and

their constancy unto the end, and how they pleased God.

(2) By stimulating ourselves to virtue by their example.

(3) By asking the saints to entreat God to give us_His
grace to follow in thelr virtues and godly living.l0

BMaasey Hamilton Shepherd, The Yorship eof the Church
(Greenwich, Connecticut: Seabury Press, c.1952), p. 114.

Pnppticle XXI of the Apology of the Augsburg'Confésalbn,“
op. o1%., D. 343

105, H. Achterfeldt, Lehrbuch der Christkatholischen
und Sittenlehre (Braunsberg: n.p., 1825), p. 8.
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The use of sgainte' days proclaims the theological be-
1ief of the individual or denominztion, as Asmussen points
out. Une would not celebrate a feast of angele if he did
not believe in angels.l1 :

The most sncient festivals of the Church were the com-
memorations of mertyrs on the day of their death, or as the
Church phresed it, their "heavenly birthday." The day the

martyr suffered was called dies natalis, the Christian's

true birthday.lz Ags waa pointed out above, tThe New Testa-
ment already took note of the very first meriyrs, 5%.
St¥evhen and 5t. Jameg the Greater.

Tertullian used the term natalitla, meaning the
nativity to the glorious crown in the kingdom of heaven, 13
8t. Peter Chrysologus bade his suditors remember that when
they heard of the birthday of a saint, not to imagine a day
of natural birth, but the day when the person was borne
from earth to heaven.l¥

¥artyrdom was a highly respected estate in the Primi-

tive Church. For the catechumen martyrdom was consldered

11gans Asmussen, Die Lehre vom Gottesdienst (Minchen:
Kaiser Verlag, 1937), ». 193.

125hepnerd, The Worship of the Church, p. 113.

13Tertu111an, "The Chaplet," translated by S. Thelwall,
The Ante-Nicene Fathers, III, 94,

Upeter Chrysclogus, "Sermon CXXIX," Patrologlse:

Patrum Latinorum, edited by J. P. Migne (Paris: n.p., 1894),

LIT, col. 555,
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equal to Holy Baptism eince by mertyrdom he identified hilm-
gelf fully with Christ and His cross. This identification
was so fully realized in mertyrdom, including the coming %o
resurrection, that 1t was regarded as = surrogate for

baptism.15
Written Sources for the Study of Zaints' Days

The Church, i1t seems, was alwaye rather careful %o .
note down and remember those of its members who had sul-
fered for the falth. Among the very first written materlals
used in the services of the Primitive Church were the lists
of people, both living and desd, for whom prayers were 10
be offered. These were written at first on two wax covered
tablets that were hinged and folded forming diptychs.lé

The earliest calendars used by the Church were prob-
ably the diptychs of the living, of the dead, and of the
local bishop which were originally reed at stated places in
the service. V¥hen it became impossible to read these lists
at each service, the Church adopted the scheme of com-

memorsting these distinguished members on the date of their
death.17

15Louis Bouyer, Liturgical Plety (Notre Dame, Indiana:
University of Notre Dame Press, c¢.1955), o. 221.

16Horn, op. eit., p. 28.
171v1d., ». 31.
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Each Christian community wes at pains to preserve the
memory of the mertyrs thet beleonged to 1it. Chapéls were
cften erected over the martyrs' tombs, and every shred of
information relating to the martyr was preserved. The
bishops took steps for drawing up authoritativg reports
concerning the martyrs who belonged te theilr flock.18

According to the Liber Pontificelis, Clement I 1is sald to

have divided Rome into seven sectlions with a Christian
notery appointed over each section. It was the business of
the notary to investigate and record the facts of all
martyrdoms.19

8%. Anterus of Rome (235 A. D. to 236 A. D.) during

his forty-twe day eplscopate collected The gesta mariyrum and

carefully preserved them in the Romen archives as a notlce

in the Liber Pontificalils testifies.?0 st. Cyprian of

Carthege, during the Declan and Valerlan persecutlons,
adopted a simllar gystem. He ordered the prieste and dea-
cong to keep record of the names and dates of the deaths of
Christlans in order that thelr memory might be celebrated

along with the memorisl of the other martyrs.Z2l

18kellner, op. cit., p. 204.

191vid., p. 205. Liber Pontificalis, edited by L.
Duchesne (Farls: . De Boccard, 1955), L0553,

20gellner, op. ¢it., p. 206. Liber Fontiflcalis, I, 65.

21Ke11ner, oo. eit., p. 206. Cyprian, "Letter XXXVII,®
Patrologise: Patrum Lsetinorum, IV, col. 337.
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The sources of information on the saints and martyrs
are found in a number of different sources. There are the
Acta, the Passiones, the legends, the calendars, the
martyrologies, end the service books.

The Acta are the reports of the trial taken down by
the notary or procurator. They ébntaln the eccusation, the
examination, fhe deposition of the witnessez, and the
description of judgment end punlshment. A proclamation of
Emperor Severus, 194 A, D., mede it law that all the Acta
had to be preserved and be produced at any time for examlina-
tion. Copies of the Acta could be bought by anyone inter-
eated. ©BSome of these are still extant. One of the most
famous is the Acta Poconsularia 3. anrlani.zz

The Pagesliones are the accounts of the imprisonment,
triel, and executicn drawn up by eyewitness Christians.

Some of the best known of these are the Martyrdom of

Pervetua and Felicitas,23 the Mertyrdom of Polyesrp,2¥ and

the Life and Pesglon of Cyprisn, Bishop znd Martyr by

Pontius the deacon.25

22Felliner, cn. c¢it., o. 208.

23vvaptyrdom of Perpetus and Felicitas," translated by
R. E. VWallis, The Ante-Nicene Fethersg, III, 700-706.

buza“ﬁartyrdom of Polycarp," The Ante-Nicene Fathers, I,
39-44. '

25Pontius the Deacon, "The Life and Passion of Cyprisn,

Blghop and Martyr,! translated by Frnest Wallis, The Ante-
Nicene Fathers, V, 247-274.
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The 1egeﬁda are the narratives based on documents such
ag the Pasgiones. They were written by later writers for
the purpose of edification. The legends form 2 large volume
of material beginning with the account of the Martyrdom of
Egg&&igg.zs Their worth varies sccording to the nature of
writing, the author, and the purpose. Unfortunately, much
of this meterial 1a deficient from the hisgtorical and
criticel polnt of view.27

Closely connected with the calendar is the martyrology
or menology aa it was called in the East. The martyrology
1s a comprehensive list of all martyrs who are to be re-
membered. It differs from the cslendar in this respect
that the celendar was selective rather than comprehensive.
Yet the two are often not distinguished and indeed could
hardly be in the early days.28

Early in the fourth century an official document was
igsued which was to be the ultimate basis of nearly every
subsequent development. It is the so-called "Philocalian
Calendar" prepared by Furius Dionyeilus Philocalus. It

embodiles two lists, dating from 336 A. D., reissued with

26Kellner, op. clt., p. 209. "Martyrdom of Ignatius,"
The Anue-Vicene Fathers, I, 129-131.

27Kellner, op. oi%., p. 210.

28yalter Howard Frere, The Xslendar, in Studiss in

Iar%x Romen Liturgy (London: Oxford University Press, 1930),
’ L
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addltions in 354 A. D. One is the Depoeitio ¥vigcoporum,

the other the Depositiones Martyrum. The earliest martyrs

recorded in this, spart from any apostles, are of the third
century beginning with S%. Callletus of Rome, who dled in
223 A. D.29

A number of calendars are still extant in sddition to
the Philocalien of fourth century Rome, for example, the
"Hieronymlan" of sixth century Geul, the Martyrology of
3iles of seventh century Spain, the Coptic calendars of the
seventh and ninth centuries, the Menology of Constantinople
of the eighth century, the Martyrology of Bede of‘eighth
century England, the Martyrology of Ado of ninth century
France, the martyrology of Usuardus of ninth century France,
the Martyrology of Rhabenus Maurus of ninth century Germany,
the Martyrology of Belbulus of ninth century Switzerland,
and the Menology of Basll of tenth century Congtantinople.
tilssel calendars are alsc avallable for Rome, Eologna, Sens,
Corbie, Lodeve, ¥Winchester, Durham, Auxerre, Mayence, VWerden,
Cologne, Essen, Strasborg, Trier, snd Vorcester. 30

An example of a fifth century calendar 1s seen in a
fragment from Carmona near Beville, Spain. Among the days

it lists, the following are found in The Lutheran Liturgy:

29Ib1d., p. 8. Oscar Cullmann, Peter: Discivle-Apostle
ﬁgrt r, translated from the German by Floyd V. Filson
(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1953), p. 123.

3°Horn, op. git., p. 32.
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St. Stephen, St. Jochn the Fvangelist, St. Philip, St. John
the Baptist, and St. Andrew.3l

The three sacramentaries or books, containing all the
prayers used by the celebrant at the administration of the
sacraments, that did much to shape the present calendar of
the Western Church are the "Leonine," the "Gelasian," and
the "“Gregorian.®

The menuscript of the "Leonine Sacramentary” 1s that
of Verone, dating from the seventh century. The Sacramentary
itself probably dates from the mlddle of the sizth century.
The manuscript, originally containing 163 leaves, now lacks
the first twenty-four leaves covering January, February,
March, and part of April. Among the days 1istéd on the
Leonine Sacramentary the followlng have appeared 1ln many

Lutheran cslendars. 32

June 25. Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist
June 29. 5t%. Peter and St. Paul

August 2. 5t. Stephen, Protomartyr

August 10. St. Lawrence

Seotember 30. 8t. Michael

November 130, 5t. Andrew

December 27. 5t. John the Evangelist

December 28. Holy Innocents

Of the "Gelaslan Sacramentary" the oldest manuscript
is the Regina 316 that comes from the great Abbey of St.

Denys by Paris. It detes from the end of the seventh

eregory Dix, The Shape of the Liturgy (Westminster:
Dacre Press, 1945), pp. 283-285.

32Frere, op. cit., pp. 30-32.
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century. Only a fragment of the index is left, but it glves
the calendar for most of the year. In addition to the days
listed in the Leonine Sacramentary the followlng days,

appearing in the CGelasisn Sacramentary, have appeared cn

Lutheran calendars.33

February 2. Purlfication of the Blessed Virgin Mary
February 8. 8t. Thomas the Apostle

March 25. Annunciation

May 1. S%. Philip and St. James

August 15. Agsumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 29, Passion of S5t. John the Baptist

August 9. Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Hary

September 14, Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 29, 8t. Micheel

The "Gregorian Sacramentary," the last of the three,
wes requested by Charlemagne from Pope Hadrian. Alcuin
worked on the CGregorian Sacramentery and a number of ninth
century manuscripts sppesr with his additions. It gives
the same 1list as the Gelasian Sgscramentary but omits St.
Thomas and the Psssion of B5%t. John the Baptist.Bu

It is interesting to note that in the earliest Rcman
gervice books the commemorstion of the martyrs 1s not set
apart but incorporated intoc the ecclesiastical year. The
Proprium de Sanctis and Proprium de Tempore were still fused

together. Only in the Gelasian Sacramentary are the

natalitis sangtorum separated frcm the eccleslastical year

33.I;b.1-.d_'s pp' 36"'39-

354Ibid., pp. 51-52.
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end collected together in a second volume, 35
¥artyrs' Days

By the latter half of the second century martyrs'
days were beling observed.36 A letter sent by the Church of
Smyrna to the Church of Philomelium would seem To indicate

this. This letter desceribed the martyrdom of St. Polycarp
and stated,

Accordingly, we afterwards took up his bones, as belng
more preclioue than the most exquisglte jewels, and more
purified than gold, and deposlited them in a fitting
place, whither, being gathered together, as opportunity
is allowed us, with Joy and re jolcing, the Lord shall
graent us to celebrate the anniversary of his martyrdonm,
both in memory of those who have already finlshed thelr
course, and for the exercising and preparation of those
yet to walk in their steps.37

In 258 A, D, after the Decian persecution, when S%t.
Gregory Thoumaturgus, bishop of Neoceesarea, returned to
hig diocege, he ordered annual feasts in commemorstion of

martyre who had been faithful to death.38

35Kellner, op, olb., D. 214,

36Georg Rietechel, Lehrbuch der Liturgik, revised by
Paul Graff (G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1951), I,
157.

i 37"Martyrdom of Pclycarp," The Ante-Nicene Fathers,
G L

38F. E. Werren, The Liturgy and Ritual of the Ante-
Nicene Church (Second revised edition; London: Society for
Promoting Christien Xnowledge, n.d.), ». 143. Gregory of

Nyssa, "Life of Gregory Thaumaturgus," Pstrologlase: Patrum
Grazecorum, XLVI, col. 954,
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Agein in 321 A. D. Constantine ordered the feaste of

martyrs kept as holldays like Sundey. Of course, 1% took

a long time before the pagan populatlon was guppressed enough

to carry out this order to its fullest. Yet 1T indicates
the widespread observance of martyrs' daya.39

Such fathers as S5t. John Chrysostom, 5t. Augustine,
8t. Leo, and 9t. Gelasius often mention mertyrs' days and
the reading of the martyrs' histories in the services.0

A number of the councils also spoke out on the matter
of martyrs' days. The Council of Gangra, 325 to 381 A. D.,
in Canon ¥¥ anathamatized anyone who condemned or abhorred
the asgemblies in honor of the martyra.“l Canon LI of the
Council of Laodicea, 343 to 381 A. D., stated that the
natalitis of martyrs were not to be celebrated in Lent, but
commemoratlions of holy martyrs were to be held on the Sab-
bathe and Lord's days.*2 The Council of Hippo, 393 A. D.,

passed canons on the celebrations of martyrs' days and the

39pix, op. git., p.' 382.

quoaeph Bingham, Origines Fecclesiagticae--The Antig-
uities of the Christisn Church (London: William Straker,
1844), VII, 137-143.

HloThe Gouncil of Gengra,' The Seven Ecumenical
Councils, edited by Henry R. Percival, in The Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers, under the editorial supervision of
Philip Schaff and Henry YWade (Grand Rapilds: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Compsny, 1956), XIV, 100.

gz“Synod of Laodicea," The Seven Ecumenical Councils,
v. 156.
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reading of martyrologles.X3

The cultus of martyrs developed esrly in the life of
the Church. The official cultus of salnts was firet con-
fined to martyrs.uu The commenoration of martyrs far ante-
date the commemorations of the apostles as such. In the
early calendsrs the title "martyr" far outnumbers the Title
"saint,"™5 In fact, according to Kellner, the earliest
exauple of public commemoration of saints who were not
martyre dates only from the time of Symmanchus of Rone.
Under him around 500 A, D, a church was bullt and dedicated
to 53, Bylvester and Martin of Tours. 46

In spite of the fact that martyrs! days were obsgserved
very early, the impression must not be gained that these
martyrs' feasts were universally kept as were the feasts of
our Lord., The days were chlefly celebrated by the church
where the martyr suffered and lay buriesd. It was customary
for every church to have her own calendar of martyrs. Thig

state of affairs generally continued until the ninth cen-
tury. 27

“3uAfrican Code,” The Seven Ecumenical Councilis, pp.
L73, L63,

bhgeliner, op. cit., p. 208.

“SHorn, op. cit., D. 18,

u6Kellner, op. c¢it., p. 208.
u7Bingham, op. eit., p. 136.
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A striking example of the local observance of the
martyrs is seen in the case of S%t. Ignatius. Although St.
Ignatiue of Antlioch was mertyred at Rome, his day Tinds no
place in the Gelaslan or the Gregorian sacramentaries. But
at his own church in Antloch, St%t. Ignatius was commemorated
from the beginning.X8

Normally the festival of the saint or martyr was kept
at the grave or crypt. 8t. John Chrysostom mentions the
fact that for the feast of a2 martyr the whole town went to
the burial spot in the country.”9 The underground burlal
spots were often used for services during the times of per-
secution. Later churches were built over these spots.30

During the sixth century the dévastations of the Goths

and Lombards made it lmpossible to celebrate at the cemetery-

chapelg. The relics of the saints were moved inside the

city walls that the day of the martyr might be commemorated.3l

As the commemoration of a martyr lost 1ts exclusive associa-
tion with the burisl spot, 1t also lost its local associa-

tion with the calendar of a particular clty.

hBKellner, op. 0it..) p. 211.

h9B1ngham, op. eit., p. 135. John Chrysostom, "Sermon
LXV," Patrologiae: Patrum Graecorum, L, col. 647.

59Bingham, op. G2 et i K7
51pix, op. eit., p. 37L.
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Apostles' Days

The process of including the great names of the MNew
Testament was a slow one. For the first eight hundred years
the calendar was dominated by consideretions of local in-
terest. By 348 A. D. the prophets and apostles were lin-
cluded in the eucharigtic prayer slong with the local
martyrs. At Jerusalem they could be considersd as being
among tﬁe glories of the locel church. At Rome 3t. Peter
and St. Paul were commemorated for the same reason.52

The beginning of the practice of commemorating New
Tegtament saints 1ls probably of Festern origin with the
gpread to the other churches of the "Jerusalem model.® The
cultus of the apostles followed the seme line of develop-
ment as Tthat of the other saints. At first they were
nerely local, although there was & stronger tendency to
observe them throughout the whole Church than in the case
of other saints.’?

It has been suggested that the completion of the
calendar was not a doctrinal consideration. If was pri-

marily the avallability of relics or supposed relics, 5%

521bid., p. 375.
53Kellner, op. cit., p. 277.
54pix, ob. cit., . 376.

=l
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Another reason why the anniversaries of so few apostles
were observed in the West is that, 2t least as far as tradi-
tion is concerned, many of the apostles did not die in the
West but in the East, even beyond the limits of the Roman
Empire. The rule was strictly observed even when the
apostles were involved: The dies natalis was not cele-
brated outside the Christian community to which the martyr
belonged.55

However, 1%t has been stated that the Church was careful
%o list and record all the facts of a martyr's death. How
ig it that so 1ittle 1s known azbout the martyrdoms of the
apostles? £As was pointed out abeve, many of the apostles
did not do their work within the limits of the Roman Empire
but were martyred in the Eagt and the South., Tradition so
relates with reference to 5t, Bartholomeﬁ, St. Matthew, St.
Thonmes, 5t. Simon Zelotes, and St. Jude. Thus, there was
no uniform system for recording the facte of the martyrdoms
28 1ln the Roman Empire. As a resultl most of the commemora-
tions of the apostles have been fixed by the date of the
trenslation of relics or by mere chance.56

Some of the heretical sects got arocund the difficulty

of commemoratling the exact day of the apostles' death. For

55¥illiam J. 0'Shes, The Worship of the Church (West-
minster, Maryland: The Newman Press, c.1957), p. 295.

56Kellner, op. oit., pp. 277-279.
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example, the Eblioniftes celebrated the feast of 211 the
spostles on one day.’?! It is also possible that the
Western Church may have had 2 general day of commemoration
of all the apostles as appears from & collect 1in the
Gelaslian 5acramentary.58

The majority of the apostles' days were added to
Western calenders from about the fourth to the ninth cen-
turies. St. Peter and 8t. Paul are attested by the
Philoecalian Calendar of 336 A, D. and 354 A. D, as having
had their relics translated in 258 A, D. B8%t. John the
Gvangelist appeared in the fourth and fifth centuries. 5%,
Andrew made hils appearance under Simplicius of Rome (468 to
483 A. D.) with the dedication of a chureh in his honor.5?
The feast of St. Phillp and 5t. James the Less is common %o
both the Gelasian and the Gregorian Sacramentarles. 1t 1is
the dedicatlion festival of the Church of the Apcstles or

Bagilica Julia, built by Julius between 337 and 352 A. D.

Rebuilt and dedicated to 5t. Philip and St. James, 1t 1s

5THadrian Baillet, Historische und kritische Abhandlung
von der Geschichten der lsetyrer und Heiligen iLeipzig:
Johann Chrigtian Ksppe, 1753), ». 7.

58Frere, op. c¢it., p. 120.

59Edward Lambe Parsons and Bayard Hale Jones, The
American Prayer Book (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1955), p. 80.
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usually cslled Basilice gggggg;gggg.so 5t. Thomas sppears
in the Celaslan Sacramentery at the end of the seventh cen-
tury. Between the seventh snd ninth centuries 2t. Mark,
8%, James, St. Bartholomew, 5t. Matthew, St. Luke, &%,
Simon, and St. Jude were sdded.6l 8%t. Matthias appeared

in the eleventh century.®2
Feastes of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The cycle of fezsete of the Blessed Virgin Mary was the
last to be added to the calendar. Although the Virgin wes
honored above ell other saintes in the Church, there is no
record of a feast in her honor till the fourth century in
Syria.63 Ageiln it has been suggested that the feasts of the
Virgin were slow to develop because there were no relics.64

A fTestival of the Blessed Virgin did play a big part

on the calendars of both the lestorians and the Copts. The

60yagsey Hamilton Shepherd, The Oxford American Praye
Book Commentary (New York: Oxford University Press, 0.19505,
P. 238. Frere, op. cit., p. 101.

61Parsons, op. cit., ». 80. Francis Procter, A Hew
History of the Book of Common Prayer, revised by Walter
Howard Frere (London: Macmillan Company, Limited, 1905),
D. 327. CGerhard Kunze, "Dle gottesdienstliche Zeit,"
Lelturgie (Kassel: Johannes Staude Verlag, 1954), I, 485.
Ludwlg Elsenhofer, Grundriss der Liturgik des Rémischen
Ritug (5th edition; Frelburg: Verlag Herder, 1950), ». 158.

62parsons, op. cit., p. 80.

630'Shea, op. git., p. 288.
6hblx, op. cit., p. 376.
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Copts celebrated her feast on January 16.65 s%t. Gregory of
Tours in the sixth century slso speaks of z January feast
in honor of the Virgln Mary.ée The Hieronymlan Hartyrology,
in its revieed form of Auxerre of 595 A. D., assigned
Janvary 8 to the Virgin Mary. The Council of Toledo of
656 A. D. enjoined the fixed universal date of December 18.67

There were simply no feasts of the Virgin lMary in Rome
$111 the seventh century. The Annunciation, the Purifica-
tion, the Falling Asleep or Repose, and the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin are all of Eastern orlgin.68 These were
taken over by Rome and the West in general from the Byzantine
Church under the Syrian, Sergius I, 700 A, D.69

The present commemoratlons of the Lutheran bedies in
the United States contain three of the so-called Harian
Feasta. There are eight general cr universal feasts in

honor of the Virgin Mary kept by the Roman Communion. 70

651.. Duchesne, Christien Vorship: Its Origin znd
Evolution, tranelated from the French by M. L. HeClure (5th
revised edltlion; London: SBociety for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, 19315, v. 296,

661b14. Gregory of Tours, "Liber de Gloria Confessorum,"
Patrologise: Patrum Latinorum, LXXI, col. 83s5.

67Ducheane, op. 9l1t., p. 269.

68Procter, op. oit., p. 326,

69Dix, op. elt., p. 377.

7°2§§_§ggg of Saints, compiled by the Benedictine Monks

of 5t. Augustine's Abbey, Ramsgate (3rd revised edition;
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1944), p. 185,
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When feasts kept in particular countries are included, the

number Jjumps to seventeen or more.’+
Multipllication of Sainte' Days

During the Middle Ages the calendar had gotten ocut of
hand and there were thousands of saints but no free days in
the calendar. % should be pointed out that not 21l saints
recelved ecumenical veneratlion, but each received some com-
memoration somewhere.’< This lncrease and development of
the festlvels of the saints had a disturbing effect cn the
church year. Ordlinary Sundays lost thelr positlon and gave
way to commemoration of asinte.’? In some casea the feasts
of the sanctoral cycle had octavee and so changsd Che em-
phagle and thinking from the temporal cycle te the sanctoral
eycle for a whole week, 74 Many of the saints' deys evi-
denced no close relationship to the broad scope of tThs
church yeer. They were not based on concrete events as
were the days of the temporsl cycle. The result was that

the people were spiritually nourished on the proper of the

7ljames L. Monks, Great Catholic Festivals (New York:
Henry Schuman, c. 19515 PES 3.

7250rn, op. cit., p. 179.
73Kellner, op. cit., p. 215.

7#111tyd Trethowan, Christ in the Liturgy (New York:
Sheed and Ward, 1952), p. 103.
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gaints rather than on the proper of time dealing with our
Lord.7?5

A complicated system of ranking festivals rose. This
system became so complex that the preface to the 1549
edition of The Book of Common Prayer stated, "Many times
there was more business to find out what should be read
then to resd 1t when it wese found out.'?6 The classifica-

tion included Dominicae majoreg of the first and second

classes, Deminicse minores, ferlse ua jores both privileged

and unprivileged, ferise minores, fegta dupnlicia of the

first and second classes, dupliciz majora, duplicia, semi-

dupliela, and simolica. (7
Ags with the commemoration of martyrs, the process of
canonization wes purely locel. Each bishop was called upon

to declde the veneration of the saints in his own diocese.

Canonizatlon through papal declaration for the entire Western

Church did not take place t1ll lste medieval times. The
cldest instance of such a papal ceanonization is that of

Bishop Ulric of Augsburg undertaken by John XV during a

75Ernest Benjamin Koenker, The Liturglcal Renalssance
in the Roman Catholic Church (Chicage: University of
Chicago Press, c.195L4), ». 57.

76The Two Liturgies, A. D. 1549 and A. D. 1552, edlted

by Joseph Ketley for the Parker Society (Cambridge: The
Unlversity Press, 1844), p. 18.

77Kunze, op. ecit., p. 476.
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synod held in Rome in 993 A. D,78

The canonization of saints was reserved to the papal
gee by Alexander III in the twelfth century.’? But the
process of canonization was difficult to centralize, and
bishops continued to bring forward local saints despite
efforts of papel restrictions. Not until 1634 under Urban
VIII was the pope able %o confine the making of salnts in

the Roman Communion toc the papal curia, 80

780%%0 Haering, Living with the Ghurch, translated from
the German by Rembert Bularzik (llew York: Benziger Brothers
Ine., ¢.1930), po. 166-167.

790'shea, op. cit., p. 286.

80Horn, op. eit., p. 178,




CHAPTER III

THE LUTHERAN RETENTION AND USE OF THE SAINTS' DAYS IR

THE SIXTEENTH, SEVENTEENTH, AND EICHTEENTH CENTURIES

Retention and Use of the Saintg! Days

in the Sixteenth Century

The dawn of the sixteenth century saw a demand for a
reform in the calendar in both eccleailasticsl and in secular
clrcles. The overfrequent holidays were interfering unduly
with the development of 2 commercial economy.1 It was this
overburdened calendar and the demands for reform that Luther
and the Reformers fell heir to.

The demand for reform wes not one of economic pressure
only, but 2 theological consideration as well., Luther in

1523 in Concerning the Ordering of Divine Worship in the

Congregation wrbte,.

All the saints' Testivels are %o be dropped, or where
there is a good Chrietlan legend, this may be added
after the Cospel on Sunday 28 an example. But I allow
the Festival of the Purification of lMary and the An-
nunciation to remain; the Festival of the Assumption
and of the Nativity of lary one must allow to remain a
while longer even though the songs in them are not
pure. The Festival of John the Baptist also is pure.
Not one of the legends of the apostles is pure, except
8t. Paul's; therefore observances of the 2Apostles'

lraward T. Horn, III, The Christian Year (Philadelphia:
¥uhlenberg Press, c.1$57), v. 179.
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Festivels may be traneferred to the Sunday, or if pre-
ferred, they may be specially observed.?

Agein in 1523 in the Formula lilssaze et Communionis

Luther said,

If any desire to approve the introlts for Apostles!
Days for feasts of virgins and other saints, we do no%
condemn this, if they have been chosen from the Psalms
and other Seriptures. Ve, of Wittenberg, seek to
celebrate on the Lord's Days and ci: Festivals of our
Lord, abrogating completely the festivals of all s=ints;
or if there is anything worthy in them we think they
ghould be referred to in the Lord's Day preachling. We
regard the Festivals of Purification and Annunciation
ag Festivels of Chrigt, like Eoiphany and Circumcislon.
In plece of the Festivals of S5t. Stephen and St. John
the Tvangelist, it pleases us to use the office of the
Nativity._Let the Festivals of the Holy Cross be
anathams.

In the Deutgche Yesse of 1526 Luther, merely in pass-~

ing, mentions Purification and St. Michael and like festivals
when Latin services might be continued.”

Luther's attlitude seems to have been one of unconcern.
Once the objectlionable parts hsed been removed it mads no
difference if the ssints' deys were kept or dropped. ©On
the whole he seemed to be more in favor of letting them

drop.

2¥artin Luther, "Concerning the Ordering of Divine
Worshlp in the Congregation, 1523," translated from the
German by P. Z, Strodach, The ¥orks of Martin Luther
(Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, ¢.1923), VI, 63.

JMartin Luther, "Formula of Mass and Communion for the
Church at Wittenberg," translated from the German by 2. Z.
Strodech, Works of Martin Luther, VI, 86-87.

“Martin Luther, "The German Mass and Order of Service,"
trenslated by A. Steimle, YWorks of Martin Luther, VI, 185.
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In spite of this apparent lack of concern Luther con=-
tinued to preach on the salints' days. For example, between
the years 1521 and 1546 Luther preached flfteen sermons on
the Purificatlion of the Virgin Mary.J Luther's sermons for
the year 1529 reveal that he preached on first vespers of
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and sgain at the
morning service on the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.6
For the Feast of the Vigitation in 1529, Luther preached on
Tirst vespers, the morning service, and again at vespers.7
While Luther preached sermons headed by the tltle "S%.
Stephen® and "S%., John the Evangelist" in 1529, they arelin
reallty sermons for seccnd and third Christmas day.8

On the matter of the saints the Confessiones take a
more positive stand. ¥While they do not speak explicitly
%o Tthe point of liturglicel celebration, they de hold that
the memory of the saints is to be get forth that Christians
mey follow fthe falth and good works of the saints and thank
God Tor the mercy He has shown. The Confessions also

cheerfully grant that the angels and the Blessed Virgin Hary

5'Register #ber sdmtliche Predigten,” D. Martin Luthers
lierke (Welmar: Hermann B#hlaus Nachfolger, 1929), XXIX, 1ix.

Syartin Luther, "Predigten des Jahres 1529," D. Martin

Luthers Werke (Weimar: Hermann B8hlaus Nachfolger, 190
XXIX, L12-536. 5 :

7Ibid., po. Lhh-LES.
81pbid., pp. 669-691.
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pray for the Church in genere. However, they maintain that
thig does not mean the Church should invoke the ssints.?

The calendar was simpllified by setting up new criteria
of Judgment. The new standard of judgment did not ask
when the Teast was first commemorated. It asked rather 1if
the saint commemorated was a New Testament personage. How-
ever, this rule does not apoly universally. St. Lawrence
and S%. Nicholas, two frequent exceptions to this rule,
appear on many Lutheran calendesre. On the other hand, the
general dropping of St. Timothy's Day cannoct be explained
by the general rule. On the whole, it might be said that
the guiding principle of reform was not a break with the
past but a purification and glmplificatién of the old.10

In line with this purification of the old not all the
feasts retained were retained with the pre-Reformation
propers and emphasis. Luther himself took a hand in this
work of purification. Luther's Festpoostille of 1527 con-
tain some rather interesting entries along this line. 1In
2ddition to the avostles' days and the Purification, An-
nunciation, and Visitation of the Virgin Mary such days as

St. Barbera, S5t. Nicholag, Invention of the Holy Cross,

I"Article XXI of the Apology of the Augsburg Confession,®
Triglot Concordia: The Symbolical Books of the Ev. Lutheran

gﬁgrcgbést. Louis: Cecncordia Publishing House, 1921), vp.
. r - O :

1040orn, op. cit., p. 34,
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8t. Mapgaret, Assumption of the Bleased Virgin lary,
Hativity of the Blessed Virgin lary, Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, S5t. liartin, and 2%, Catherine appear.ll It 1s in
the sermons on these days that Luther's desire to purify 1is
seen. In the 9t. Barbara's Day sermon Luther states thail
he wants %o preach on the Gospel and not on legends that
have grown up about the saint.12 A aimllar attitude is
revealed in the 3t. Nicholas' Day sermon. Luther says that
the legends of the saints are full of lles, and because of
this he intends to preach on the Gospel.13

Bugenhagen, Luther's co-worker in Wittenberg, expressed
thoughts simllar to those of Luther. In the Xirchenordnung

fir Pommern of 1535, Bugenhagen specifled that such days as

the Furificatlon of the Virgin Mary, Annunciation, the
Nativity of 5t. John the Beptist, Visitation, and S%t.
¥lichael should be retalned. However, the legends and fables

should not be the subject of the sermons for these days.

It is rather the Gospel that is to be treated in the sermons.1¥

1%Martin Luther, "Festpostille," D. Martin)Luthers
Werke (Weimar: Hermann B8hlaus Nachfolger, 162 XVII
253193, it el .

121p3a., p. 265.
131bid., . 270.

145 onann Bugenhagen, "Kirchenordnung fiir Pommern von
1535," Dle evangelischen Kirchenordnungen des XVI Jahr-

hunderts, edited by Emil Sehlin Leipzig: 0. R. Relsland
1911), 1V, 343. i e ;
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llelanchthon also took a hand in this work. Between
1549 and 1560 Melanchthon's Postille were written. The
daye included were the eapostles' days, St. Stephen, Holy
Innocents, Purification, the Annunciation, Netivity of gt.
John the Baptist, Visitstion, 8t. Mary lMagdalene, St.
Margaret, 5t. Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Augustine, Holy
Cross, St. Michael, St. CGall, St. Dionysius, All Baints,
S5%. Martin, 5t%. Catherine, Conception of the Virgin Mary,
snd 5%. Nicholas.l5 telenchthon's method was to give a
short hlstorical accocunt of the individusl and then proceed
to his work or significance. For example, under St.
fugustine's Day, Melanchthon takes up £%t. Augustine's vwork
against the Peleginas, the Ariana, end the Donstists,l16

Books of sermons treating the saints' days by less
well known theologlsne also appeared in the Reformation
century and reveal the extent to which the saints' days were
retained and used. The sermon books by Simon Musaeus and
Simon Paull treat the apostles! days, Purification, Annuncia-
tion, Visitation, Nativity of St. John the Baptist, St. Mary
lagdalene, Beheading of S8t%t. John the Baptist, and St.

15Phi1ip Melanchthon, Postilla, in Corpus Reformatorum
(Bgu;g;lgae: C. A. Schwetschke et Felium, 1856), Vol. XXIV
&nll. L]

161big., XXV, 414-418.
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Micheel.l? 1In addition Paull's book contains a sermon for
Holy Innocents and All Sainte, 18

Johenn %Wérner, a Schwenkfelder, provides sermons for
a much wider group of saints' days. In addition to Those
mentioned above, Wdrner providees sermons for 8%, Nicholas,
Conception of the Virgin Mary, St. CGeorge, $t. Hargaret,
Ste. Lawrencg, Agsumption of the Virgin Mary, Nativity of
the Virgin Mary, Exaltation of the Holy Cross, S5t.
Wencesleaus, St. Martin, S%t. Catherine, and St. Zachaeus.l?

The books containing wmusical settings for the propers
are another source of information for the retentlon and use
of the seints' deys. Johan Spangenberg's Cantlones

Fecclestiasticae contaelns the proper Introit, Collect,

Epistle, Sequence, and Gospel for St. Stephen, St. John the
“vangelist, Purificaticn of the Virgin Mary, Annunciation,
Nativity of 2%t. John the Beptist, Visitetion, a Feast of
Angels with the Epilstle from Revelation chapter twelve

speaking about S5t. Michael, and a common of the

175imon Musaeus, Postilla:d Das 1st Auszlegung des
Evangelien von den Flirembsten Festen (Frankfort am layn:
Nicolaum Besseum, 1574), pp. 7-333. Simon Pauli, Postilla:
Dag lst Auszlegung der Episteln und Evangelien an Sonntagen
und fdrnemsten Festen (Frankfort am Mayn: Feter Schmidt,
1577), op. 1-133.

18Peuli, op. cit., pp. 30, 133.

197ohann Wérner, Postill: Kurtze Auslegung #ber die
Evangelien so man pfegt zu lesen an den Sontagen und der

Heyligen Fest (n.p., 1586), Part III, cols. 1-82a.
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apostles.2? Lucas Lossius' Pgalmodia, with the preface by
Melanchthon, containing introits, antiphons, resgponsories,
end hymns, gives a larger group of commemorations. Included
ere the Purification, the Annunciation, Visitation, the
Nativity of the Virgln Mary, Converslon of 5t. Paul, 5%,
Philip and 3%t. James, Nativity of St. John the Baptist, 5%.
Peter and St. Paul, S5%t. Mery Magdalene, Beheading of S%.
John the Baptist, S5t. Michael the Archangel, All Saints, a
common of apostles, a common of evangelists, and a common
of martyrs.2l

One of the most interesting works illustrating The
inportance of the saints's days is 2 calendar and hilstory
of the saints prepared by Andrew Hondorff, a Lutheran the-
ologian. It is a work similer in nature to Butler's Lives

of the Saintg. For example, larch 12 lists St. CGregory,

St. Gregory Nazlanzen, and St. Gregory bishop of Pontus.Z22
The blrth of Martin Luther is recorded under St. HMartin as

an lmportent event falling on November 10.23

203ohan Spangenberg, editor, Cantiones Ecclestlasticae
(Magdeburg: Michael Lotther, 1545), pp. 27-144,

2lluces Lossius, editor, Fsalmodis hoc est Cantica
sacra verteris Eccleslse selecta (VWittenberg: Zacharias

RZ2pndrew Hondorff, Calendarium Sanctorum et Historiarum
(Frankfort am Mayn: Nicholaum Basseum, 1587).

231vid., p. 627.
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The Interims and the Lutheran reaction to them are
elsc imporGant in determining the Lutheran attitude toward
the commemoration of saints. The Augesburg Interim of 1548
relaxed only two major rules of the papel party, that is,
communion under both kinds and the marriage of prlests.
The Wittenberg theologisns voiced their protests against
the Interim, but the celebration of the sainta' days they
held were adlaphora.zu Bugenhagen, Prfeffinger, Casper,
Creutziger, Hajor, Melanchthon, and Froschel, in opposing
the Augsburg Interim, said that in the Lutheran churches
the important ceremonies were retained for good order--such
as Sundays, feast dsys, and the usual lessons and hymns.
However, hymne to the salnte and orocessions of the Blesged
Sacrament were discontinued.Z25

The Lutheran theologlans, meeting in July of 1548,
submitted thelr report to Maurice, the Elector of Saxony.
They maintailned that the Lutherans celebrated after the old,
accustomed wey all Sundays, Christmas, St. Stephen, 5t. John
the Evangelist, Circumcision, Epiphany, Conversion of St.
Paul, Purification, Annunclation, lMaundy Thursday, Good

Friday, Easter and the two following days, feasts of the

2hgerhard Xunze, "Dle gottesdienstliche Zeit," Leiturgia
(Kassel: Johannes Stauda Verlag, 1954), I, 508.

25Jonenn Bugenhagen, et 21., "Iudicium IV de 1ibro
interim," Corpus Reformatorum (Halle: C. A, Schwetachke et
Felium, 1839), VI, cols. $39-9kl,
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spostles, Ascenslon, Pentecost and the two days following,
Nativity of S%. John the Baptist, 8%. lMary Magdalene,
Visitation, and Feast of the Angels.z6

Meeting again on November 19, 1548, in Altzella, the
theologians drew up a list of saints' days to be commemorated.
They named St. Stephen, 8t. John the Evangellst, Feasts of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, days of the apostles, Nativity and
Beheading of 5%. John the Baptist, 5t. Mary Hagdalene, S%.
¥ichael, and Conversion of S5%t. Paul.27 The diet met in
Leipzig on the twenty-Tirst of December and sccepted the
resolutions of Altzella putting the Leipzig Interim into
effect.28

The last and verhaps the best source of information

are the numerous Xirchenordnungen put into force during the

sixteenth century. They reveal a diversity of saints' days
commemorated. However, 1in examining these Xilrchenordnungen
1% must be kept in mind that the calendar contained regional
differences. Thus, as the Reformatlon spread each region
wag faced with the pfoblem of reforming its own calendar.

Uniformity did not seem important to the people, in fact

26"0rd1nes in conventu Misnico ad Mauritium," Corpus
Rgiormaiorum (Halle: C. R. Schwetschke et Felium, 18Eo§,
VII, col. 67.

274U1%ima sententia Consillariorum de Adiaphoris in

Adiapgggis in Conventu Cellensi," Corpus Reformatorum, VII,
col. . '

28Kunze, op. cit., p. 510.
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the political situation was agalnst uniformity. No one
order could be adopted snd have control. This gave rise to
the differences in the retention of the saints' days.29

The days most frequently kept by the Kirchenordnungen
are the apostles' days, Purification, Annunclation, Visita-
tion, Nativity of 3t. John the Baptist, 2t. Mary lMagdsalene,
St. Michael, St. Stephen, and Converslon of 8%t. Paul. Fow-
ever, such days as All Saints, Holy Innocents, Natlvity of
the Virgin ¥ary, Assumptlion of the Virgin Mary, St. .
Lawrence, S%. Martin, and 5t. Catherine sppear frequently. 3°

If the 1549 editlon of the Book of Common Prayer 1is to

be regsrded as a Lutheran order,3l England and its calendar
will have to be considered. There are two calendars extant
which belong to Cranmer's hand. The first 1list contains the
names of 211 the apostles, 3t. John the Baptist, S5t. Mary
Magdalene, £t. Timothy, S5t. Titus, S5t. Hichael, Holy Inno-
cents, four feaste of the Blessed Virgin Mary, twelve chief
doctors of the Church, esnd a number of English ssints. The
gecond 1ist has large additions. The opening days of
January are filled with 01d Teatament saints such as Able,

lNoah, Abraham, Sarzh, and Isaac. In February New Testament

2%korn, ob. cit., pp. 213, 214,
30Infra, p.135,

3larthur Carl Piepkorn, "Anglo-Lutheran Relations during

the Reign of Edward VI," Concordia Theological Monthly, VI
(Septgmber, 1935), 6701683. , C
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names were added such as Ananias, Simeon, end Zaccheus. Yet
neither of these ever became official calendars cf the Church
of England. 2

The calendar of the Book of Common EFrayer of 1549 in-

cludes all the daye found in the calendar of The Lutheran
Liturgy with the exception of the Visitation. The 1549
calendar adds S5t., Barnabas and keeps the twenty-ninth of

- o

June age St. Feter's Day.33

Retention and Use of the Saints' Days in the

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

The continued use of the saints' dsys is evidenced by
nunmercus sermon books published during the seventieenth cen-
tury containing sermons for the saints' days. Sermons for
the apostles! days, Purification of the Virgin Mary, An-
nunciation, Vipitation, Nativity of 8t. John the Baptist,

St. HMary lagdalene, and 8t. Michael appsared regularly.3h

32Francis Procter, A New History of the Book of Common
Prayer, revised by VWalter Howard Frere (London: Hacmillan
Company, Limited, 1905), pp. 335, 336.

33The Two Liturgies, &. D. 1549 and A. D. 1552, edited
by Joseph Ketley for the Parker Soclety (Cambridge: The
University Press, 1844), op. 23-28.

34Paul Nicander, Auszlegung der Episteln (Leipzig:
Abraham Lambergs, 1602), pp. 1-336. Conrad Schltisselburg,
Postllla: Das ist Auszlegung der Episteln und Evangelien
(Frankfort: Johann Saur, 1604), pp. 23-570. MNatthias Hoe,
Fest Postill (Leipzig: Abraham Lambergs, 1614), pp. 2-1084.
Johann Michael Dilherm, Augen und Herzens-Luft (Nérnberg:
Johann Andreas, 1661), pp. 235-361. Johann Michael Dilherm,
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But this far from exhausts the 1list of salnts' days treated
by the sermon hooks. The following days were included:
Conception of the Bleassed Virgin Mary,35 8t. Nicholas,36
Holy Innocents,>? John Hus,38 8%, Mark,39 8t. Lewrencse,0
Beheading of 9%. John the Baptist,“l Assumption of the
Virgin Mary,Y2 Holy Cross, 43 Corpus Christl,?d Hativity of
the Virgin Mary,“5 All Saints,ué and St. Martin.*7

Heilig-Fpistolischer Bericht Licht, Geleit und Freud
(Wirnberg: Johann Andreas, 166 3 pp. L29-625. Heinrich
'ﬁllern, Evangelische Schlugz-Kette und Eraft-Kern (Frank-
fort am Mayn: Balthasar Christoph Wusten, 1698), pp. 89-235.

35Dilhern, Augen und Herzens-Luft, p. 243. Dilherm,
Hellig-Fnistolischer Beriecht, Licht, Gelelt und Freud, p.
L39.

36D11herm, Augen und Herzens-Luft, ». 235. tHoe, oD.
Py AZe

clt.

37Dilhern Hellig-Epistoligcher Bericht, Licht, Geleit
und Freud, ». Lés, 65, Hoa Lon, a1t.0 b 1117,

38toe, on. cit., p. 898.

39Dilherm, Augen und Herzeng-Luft, ». 303.

2 40Hoe, op. cit., p. 934. Schlisselburg, op. cit., D.
29.

“1Sch1ﬁsselburg, op. cit., n. A480.

%, “2yce, op. clt., p. 952. Schlisselburg, ov. clt., .
2.

u3Dllherm, Augen und Herzens-Luft, p. 311.

&

L!'L"Mg-. ? p. 327-

“5Hoe, op. eit., v. 1005.

h6Sch1ﬂsselburg, op. oit., p. 5720
b7Hoe, cp. cit., . 1084,
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Another indication of the importance of saints' days,
even in popular plety, is a handwritten prayer book com-
pleted in 1679. This book contains longer devotional
prayers for the following days: 8%. Stephen, St. John the
Evangelist, Purification of the Virgin Mary, Annunclation,
Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and S5%. Michael. X8

A Kirchenordnung promulgated by the Saxon Duke, Johann
Erngt, ordered that the Purification of the Virgin Mary,
Annunciation, Netivity of St. John the Baptist, Visltation,
and S5t. Michael be kept as whole day feasts. The apostles'
days were to be kept as half day feasts, and St. Gregory's
Day wae to be a2 school festival with the celebration to in-
clude a vrocession of the school boys.a9

Perhaps the most imposing group of saints' day sermons
are to be found in the second part of Valerius Herberger's

Ivangelischen Hertz Postilla. In sddition to giving full

sermons for all of the days found in The Lutheran Liturgy
Herverger provides sermons for St. Nicholas, Concepntion of
the Blessed Virgln Mary, 3t. Lucy, St. Agnes, St. Timothy,
St. Brigid, St. Dorothy, St. Valentine, St. Gregory, St.
George, Inventlon of the Holy Cross, St. Stanlslaus, St.
Liberate, 8t. Vitus, John Hus, St. Margaret, S5t. Ann,

48upiner Bestdndigen und GlAublgen Liebmaberin Jesu
Christl Thres He}lan des Zusammen geschriebne Sonn und
Festtdg Liche Gebete" (Handwritten book, 1679), pp. 36-392.

49%3irehen-Ordnung (Veimar: E. Witben, 1664), pp. 115-118.
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St. Martha, St. Peter'as Chalns, 8$%. Lawrence, Assumption of
the Virgin Mary, St. Bernard, Beheading of 3%t. John the
Baptist, Nativity of the Virgin Mary, Txaltation of the
Holy Cross, St. Francls, St. Hedwlg, St. Ursala, All Souls,
8t. Martin, 5%. Tlizabeth, Presentation of the Virgin Mary,
and St. Catherine. In 2ddition the book contains short
devotions for saints' days covering six columns of index
gpace, 0

The eighteenth century produced a similar number of
sermon books with saints' day sermons. The apostles' days,
the three feasts of the Virgin Mary, Hativity of St. John
the Baptist, and 5t. Michael are the most frequent commemora-
ticnas,5l although St. Nicholas, St. Lawrence, Beheading of
5%. John the Baptist, and All Saints do make thelr appear-

ance,92 Two very significant works are reprints. In 1710

50valerius Herberger, Evangelischen Hertz Postilla
(Leipzig: Schiirischen, Gotzischen Erben und Johann Fritz,
1668), Pert II.

5lgottfried Kleiner, Prediger-Hirten Stime: Episteln
auf alle Sonn- Fest- und Feyer-Tages des ganzen Jahres
(Hirschberg: Immanuel Xrahn, 1743), pp. 698-814. Gottfried
Kleiner, Evangelische Prediger-Hirten Stime: Evangelia auf

alle Sonn- Fest- und Feyer-Tage deg ganzen Jahre Hirsch-

berg: Immanuel Krahn, 1746), Part II, pp. 8-87. Carl CGott-
lob Hofmann, edltor, Die in dle Evangelischen Kirche ge-
w8hnlichen Sonn und festtdglichen Episteln und Evangelia

nit summarischen Betrachtungen (Lelpzig: Sebastian Heinrich
Barnbeck, 17?05, pn. 8-89.

52jchann Arndt, Postillia: oder Auszlegung und Erklérung
der Evangelien (Lineburg: Johann 3tern, 1701;, Part III,
pp. 511, 658-692,
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Luther's Kirchen Postille was reprinted which included 5%.

Barbara, Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, S5tT. Margaret,
5t. Lawrence, and the Nativity of the Virgin Hary.53 Her-

berger's Evanpelischen Hertz Postills was reprinted in

complete form in 1754, 54

Not %o be overlooked are the propers provided by the
hymnels, agendas, and prayer books of this period. Here
again the apostles' days, 3t. Stephen, Purification, An-
nunclation, Vigltation, St. Mary Magdalene, Nativity of St.
John the Baptist, and S8%. Michael are normally included. 55
Hymnals often provlided special hymns for Purification, An-

nunclation, Nativity of 2t. John the Baptist, Visitatlon,

53uartin Luther, Kirchen Peostille (Leipzig: Thomas
Fritschen, 1710), pp. 1114-1305.

5%valerius Herberger, Evangelischen Hertz Postilla
(Leipzig: Johann Friedrich Gleditsch, 1754).

55Vollsténdiges Kirchen-Buch (Leipzig: Gottfried

Richtern, 168l1), pp. 14-240, Gebet-Buch %Altenburg: Johann
Ludwig Richtern, 1718), pp. 88-91. Neu-eingerichtetes
Kirchen-und Haus Geseng-Buch, edited by Johann Adam Stein-
metz (Magdeburg: Michael Jacob Behlen und Gabriel Gotthilf
Fabern, 1760), pp. 75-463. Hitembergisches Kirchen-Buch
(Stuttgart: Christoph Friederich Co%tta, 17355, PP. 35-53.
Xirchen-Gebet-Buch (Chemnitz: Joh. Dav. Stroszel, 1775), pp.
60-73. Kirchen-Agends Baaden (Karls-Ruhe: In der Schmieder-
éachen Buehhandlung, 1??5). Pp. 126-187. Altenburgisches

esang- und Gebetbuch (Altenburg: Herzogl. Sichs. Hofbuch-
druckerey, 1793), op. 105-127. 2 &
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and $t. Mlchael.56

Generelly speaking Purification and Annunciation ranked
under the high feaste of our Lord. Visltatlion, Nativity of
8t. John the Baptist, and 3%. Michael were next in importance
with the apostles' days ranking last.57

With the coming of Rationalism and Enlightenment changes
in the calendar were urged. The old calendar with 1its
strong emphasis on Christ and His seints did not lend 1%~
gelf to the "freed" and "enlightened" mind. The calendar .
wag considered a hold-over from the Middle Ages. For
example, 1t was suggested that the Sunday after Epiphany
ghould be celebrated sg "The Feast of Enlightenment."
Agein it wes suggested that the day after Pentecost should
be "The Feast of the Fatherland." In some retionalistic

calendars Easter became "Spring Festival." A "Feast of

56Neu Vollsténdiges Marporif. Brandenburg. Gesang-Buch
(Mérnberg: Joachim Bathasar Endrer, 1706), pp. 219-450.
Gegsngbuch (Chemnitz: n.p., 1712), pp. 121-449., Das privi-
lepirte Vollsténdige und verbesserte Leipziger Gesang-Buch,
edited by Carl Gottlob Hofmenn (Leipzig: Sebasilan Heinrich
Earnbeck, 1735), pp. 108-383. Dreszdnische Gesang-Buch
(Dreszden und Leipzig: Friedrich Hekeln, 174%), pp. B7-156.
Sammlung auserlesener gelstreicher Lieder zu sonderbarem
Gebrauch der Evangelisch-Lutherischen Gemeinen in Grasz-
Pohlen (n.p., 1750), pp. L48-172.

578rich Roth, Die Geschichte des Gottesdlenstes der
Siebenbilrger Sachsen (G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
c.1954), p. 186, Theodore Kliefoth, Die urspriingliche
Gottesdlenst-Ordnung in den deutschen Kirchen lutherischen,

e e

lhre Destruction und Reformation, in Liturgische Abhandlungen
8§ghw§r1n: Verlag der Stlller'schen Hof-Buchhandlung, 1861),
o
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Parents," "Feast of Children," and a "Feast of Maidens"
were all urged for inclusion in the calendar.58

In spite of the efforts of the Rationalistse much of
the old calender remained. The Saxon Kirchenbuch published
in 1812 gave the proper Gospel aﬁd Epistle for all the
apostles' days, 3t. Stephen, Conversion cf 5t. Paul,
Purification of the Virgin Mary, Annunciation, Nativity of
St. John the Baptist, Visltation, St. Mary Magdalene, and
St. Michael.5?

The question might be validly asked if the saints'
days were actually observed during the seventeenth and
eilghteenth centuries. The appearance of numerous sermons
for saints' days stends as good evidence that the days were
observed. Generally, Purification, Annuncistlion, Visita-
tion, Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist, and £%. ilichael
were full day feasts. The apostles' days and other saints!
days became half day feasts that people might go to work

after attending services 1in the morning.60 Roth reports

58pgul Craff, Gegchichte der Auflésung der alten
gottesdienstlichen Formen in der evangelischen Kirche
Deutschlands (G&ttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1939), II,
93.

59K1rghenbuch fir den evangeligschen Cottesdienst der
Kéniglich Sdcheischen Lande (Dresden: Kéniglichen Hofbuch-
druckerey, 18125,_pp. 12, 16, 157-191.

60Paul Graff, Geschichte der Auflésung der alten
gottegdlienstlichen Formen in der evangelischen Kirche

?;Etsch;andg (G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1937), I,
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that the apostles' days were observed by the Saxens in
Trensylvanis into the nineteenth century.6l

During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies the picture began to change. ¥With the coming of
Rationalism and Enlightenment the calendar and liturglcal
commemorations of the saints' days came under criticism.
The celebrations of the apostles' days were dropped or irans-
ferred to the next Sunday. In some areas even Purification,
Annunclabtion, Netivity of St. John the Baptist, and St.
¥lchael were dropped or transferred.®2 The trend was to

narrow down the church year.

6lroth, op. eit., ». 154.
62Graff', op. oit., 11, 89.




CHAPTER IV

THE RETENTION AND USE OF THE SAINTS' DAYS
IN AMERICAN LUTHERANISH

The Calendars of the Hymnsls and Agendas

From the available evidence, it would seem that the
sainte' days did not fare so well in the early days of
Lutheranism in America. In 1748 Henry Melchior Mihlenberg
organized the Pennsylvenia Ministerium.l The liturgy,
prepared by Miéthlenberg, wase not printed. Each pastor and
cendidate had to prepare his own copy. Cne of the most
complete copies ls that of Jacob Van Buskerk prepared in
1763. In 1898 this copy was published for its historical
value. Paragreph four of the "lMithlenberg's liturgy" speci-
fled that the propers for the Sunday or feast day were to

Pe taken from the Marburger Gesang—Buch.z The Marburger

Gesang-Buch appeared in American reprint in 1764. It in-
cluded propers for 5t. Stephen, Purification, Annunclation,

Visitation, Nativity of 5%. John the Bagptist, St. Milchael,

F. E. Mayer, The Religious Bodies of America (St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, c.1954), p. 178.

2Church Agenda of 1748," Documentary History of the
Lutheran Minlsterium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States
(Philadelphia: Board of Publication of the General Council

of iﬁe Evangelical Lutheran Church in North America, 1898),
P .
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and all the apostlee.3 Since no records are availables, 1%t
is impossible to determine 1f these commemorations were ever
used. Since the various editions of the hymnal of the
Pennsylvania Ministerium 41d not provide propers for the
sainte'! days, the indication 1ls thet the saints' days were
not used.

The first edition of the hymnal of the Pennsylvania
Ministerium published in 1786 did not follow the church
year and provided no speclal hymns for any of the greaf
festivals of the Church.” The second edition of 1795
remedied at lesst one defect of the first edition by pro-
viding hymns for the major festivals of cur Lord. There 1s,
however, no mentlon made of the saints' or mertyrs!' daya.5 !

The complete absence of any saints' days was generally
the cage for the Lutheran synods that later formed the

General Synod.® The one exception to this is found in the

3Vollsténdigzes Merburger Gesang-Buch (Germantow
Christoph Ssur, 1764), ovp. 5, 6, 61-72. '

YErbaul iche Lieder-Sammlung zum Gottesdienstlichen
Gebrauch in den Vereinigten Evangelisch Lutherischen Ge-
meinen in Nord-fmerica (1lst edition; Germantown: Leibert -
und Billmeyer, 17867,

5Lieder—Samm;ung zum Gottesdienstlichen Gebrauch in

den Vereinlgten Evangelisch-Lutherischen Gemeinen in
Pennsylvanien (Germantown: Nichasl Billmeyer, 1795), p. O.

6L1turgy or Formuiary for use of Evangelical) Lutheran
Churches, authorized by the Synod of Ohio ELancastar, Ohio:

John Herman, 1830). Lilturgie order Kirchen-Agende der evan-
gelische-lutherischen Gemeinen in Pennaxlvanienlrfébanon: j
Helnrich Diezel, 1839 and 18L1). Paul Henkel, editor, !
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1855 and 1857 editions of the Liturgle und fgende published
for the Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio Minlsteriums,
These two editions gilve an zlternate name tc Second Christ-
mas Day, 5t. Stephen's Day, although the propers are for
Second Christmas and not for S5€. Stephen.7 The last Liturgy
issued by the Csneral Synod in 1881 provided propers for
only the major festivals of our Lord.®

A group of interesting hymnals put out between 1846
and 1863 for Lutheran and Reformed congregstlons gives

almost the same patiern as that set by the General Synod.

The major days of the church year are listed such as

Church Hymn Book, authorized by the Ev, Luth. Synod of
Tenneassee (2nd revised edition; New Market: Solomon Henkel,
1838). Liturgie und Kirchenagende fir die Evangelisch-
Lutherischen Gemeinden in ZPennsylvania, New York, Ohio
(Philadelphia: Julius Bétticher, 1842). Liturgy for the
use of the Fvangelical Lutheran Church, authorized by the
General Synod (Baltimore: Publication Rooms of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, 1847)., Paul Henkel, editor, Church
Bymn Book, authorized by the Ev. Luth. Synod of Tennessee
(3rd revised edition; New Market: Solomon Henkel and
Brothers, 1850). Hymns Originsl and Selected for Public and
Privete Vorship in the Ev. Lutheran Church, authorized by
the General Synod (Philladelphia: Lutheran Board of Publica-
tion, 1850). Liturgy for use of Ev. Lutheran Churches
authorized by order of the New York State Ministerlum (New
York: Henry Ludwig, 1859). Book of Worship, authorized by
the General Synod (Columbia, South Carolina: Duffle and
Chapman, 1867).

7L1turgle und Agende ein XKirchenbuch fiir die Evan-

R e e e e e

gelisch-Lutherlische Kirche, authorized by the Pennsylvania,

New York, and Ohio Ministeriums (New York: Heinrich Ludwig,
1855 and 1857), p. 26.

8The Liturgy of the Evsngelical Lutheran Church,
authorized by the General Synod (Philedelphia: Lutheran
Publication Soclety, 1881), pp. 7ff.
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Christmas, New Year, Epiphany, ¥ester, Ascension, Pentecost,
and Trinity. Here eagain the one exception is that S,
Stephen's Day appears as an alternate name for Second
Christmas Day.g

Loehe of Neuendettelsau had a profound influence on
the Lutheran Church in the United States, in particular
upon the Lutheran Church--{issourl Synod snd the synods
that later formed the American Lutheran Church.l0 Hence,
Loeghe's 1liturgical books muet be examined especially since
his Agende of 1844 and 1853 were dedicated "To Frledrich
Wyneken." The 1853 dedication read, "To Friedrich VWyneken,
Peogtor 2t 2%. Louls and President of the Lutheran 3ynod of
Misgouri, Ohio, end other States,!ll

The Agende of 1844 provides propers for Purification,
Annunciation, Vieitation, Nativity of St. John the Baptist,

9 Das Gemeingchaftliche Gegangbuch zum gottesdienst-
tichen Gebrauch der Lutherischen und Rerormirten Gemeinden
in Nord America {Philedelvhie: ¥entz und Xovondt, 184
po. 371-373. HNeues Gemeingchaftlighes Geaangbuch zum
gcttes&ienetlichen Gebrauch der Lutherischen und Reformirten
Gemeinden in Nord America (New York: Wilhelm Radde, 1849),
PDO. 418 L19. Neuestes Gemeinschaftliches Gesangbuch zum
gpttesdienstlichen Gebrauch der Lutherischen und Reformirtgg
Gemeinden in Nord Americe (New York:!: Koek Compeny, 1850 and
1863), p. xi.

10y, E. Jacobs, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
United States, in The American Church History berlea TNey
York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), , 119,

1y11neim Léhe, Agende fir christliche Gemeinden des.
Lutherischen Sekenntnisses (Wordlingen: C. H. Beckschen,
18LL and 1853).
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S9%. Micheel, and a common set of propers for the apoatles.lz
In the 1853 and 1884 editlons all of the ssme dsys again
appear. However, in these two editions all of the apostles'
deys are provided with an individual set of propers. In
additlion there are propers for S5t, lMary lMagdalene, St.
Lawrence, All Baints, 5t. Stephen, and Holy Innocents, B5t.
Mark and 5t, Luke, the two non-apostolic evangelists, do
not appear.l3 Loehe provided these saints' days and their
oropers to be used and himself celebrated these days with
the liturgy and a sermon.lu

In his Haus- Schul- und Kirchenbuch Loehe included a

celendar that listed a salnt for every day in the year.
Common lessons for martyrs, confessors, and virgins were
provided that the deys might be observed, 15 .

The Ohic Synod and the lowa Synod whe together with
the Buffelo Synod organized the Amerilcan Lutheran Churchl6
for the mogt part had fewer commemorations. The Ohio Synod

Gegangbuch, published between 1870 and 1896, provided

12¢ilhelm Léhe, Agende, 1844, table of contents, pp.
b

13wilnelm L&he, Agende, 1853, table of contents, p. b.

1Mgans XKressel, ¥ilhelm L&he als Litghg und Liturgiker
(Neuendettelsau: Freimund Verlag, 1952), p. 101.

15y11helm Léhe, Haus- Schul- und Kirchenbuch (Stutt-
gart: Verlag von C. K. Liesching, 1859), II, 116-140.

16%ayer op. cit., p. 180.
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provers for Purification, Annunciation, Visitatlon, Nativity
of St. John the Baptiet, and St. Michael.1? The Agende for
altar use with this hymnal provides no propers for these
daye nor does any listing of theee days appear in the
book.1l8 The eame pattern holds true for the Iowsa Synod
hymnals.19

The hymnal goften out by F. A, August Grabau, founder
of the Buffalo Synod, provided hymna, prayers, collects, and
lessons for Purification, Annunciation, Nativity of St.
John the Baptlst, Visltation, 5t. Michael, common for all
the apostles, BSt, Gregory, 5t. Peter and S5t. Paul, 8t. Hary
Magdelene, St. Lawrence, All Saints, and St. Mertin.20

The Buffalo Synod Agende of 1888 dropped all the
apoatles' celebrations with the exception of St. Peter and
St. Peul. It continues to provide propers for the three

feasts of the Virgin Mary, Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist,

17gesangbuch f#r Gemeinden des Evang.-Lutherischen
Bekenntnigses, authorized by the Ev. Luth. Synode wvon Chio
u. a. Staaten (Columbus: Lutherische Verhandlung, 1870,
1875, and 1896), pp. 483-538.

187gende der Allgemeinen, suthorized by the Ev. Luth.
Synode von Ohio u. a. Staaten (Columbus: Schulze und Gass-
menn, 1870). Agende fuer Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden
Ungeaenderter Augsburgischer Konfegaion von Allgemeinen,
authorized by the Ev. Luth. Synode von Chio u., a. Staaten
(Columbus: Lutheran Bock Concern, 1909).

19¢e1gtliche Lieder fitr Schule und Kirche (Decorah,
Iowa: Lutheran Publishing House, 1865 and 1879).

205yvan elisch-Lutherisches Xirchen-Gesangbuch
(Buffalo: Georg Zahm, 1842), pp. 71-279.
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St. Mary Magdalene, St.‘Gregory, St. Lawrence, 5t. Catherine,
St. Martin, and All Saints.?l

The hymnals and agendes contalning the largest number
of commemorations are those that have been published by
the synods forming the present Synodical Conference of North
America. In 1847, the year the present Lutheran Church--
Mlssouri Synod was organized, the first hymnal was printed
by thet synod. Hymns were provided for Purificatlon, An-
nunciation, Visitation, Nativity of £%t. John the Baptist,
5%, Yichael, and common hymns for the commemoratlions of the
epostles.22 In 1853 the book was reprinted. This edition
provided vropers for the days listed above and individual
propers for the apostles'! days, 8%, MHary Hagdelene, Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and All Saints.23 The propers

for these saints' days appeared through the 1876 edition

2lEvangelisch Lutherische Agende, auf grund der slten
Pommerschen und S#8chsischen Agenden, suthorized by the
Synode von Buffalo (Buffalo: Reinecke und Zesch, 1888),
table of contents, p. vii.

zzglrchen-aesang-Buch fiir Evangelische-Luth. Gemeinden
ungeénderter Augsburgischer Conf. (5t. Louis: Verlag der
deutachen evang. luth. Gemeinde u. A. C., 1847), table of
contents, pp. iii-v.

23Kirchen-Gegang-Buch f#ir Evangelisch-Lutherische
Gemeinden ungefnderter Augsburgzische Confession (St. Louls:
Verlag der deutschen evan., luth. Gemelnde uw. A. C., 1833),
table of contents, pp. iiil-v.
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of the Gesangbuch.??¥

In the 1880 edition of the Missourl Bynod Gesangbuch
provers were also provided for 35t., Nicholas, 8t. Lawrence,
and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. The propers for
these days remained through 1888.25 The 1889 edition
dropped the additlons of S%. Nicholas, St. Lawrence, and
Holy Cross méde in 1880.26 The 1892 edition restored these
three days, and they have appeared since 1892 down through

the laset edition of the Gesangbuch in 1955.2?

The Visconsin Synod German hymnal has had a simllar
number of commemoratione including 2%. Nicholas, St.

Lawrence, Nativity of the Virgin Mary, and Holy Cross. 28

ZuKirchen-Gesangbuch fér Fvang.-Lutherische Gemeinden
ungednderter Augsburgische Confession (S%. Louis: Verlag
der Evan. Luth. Synode wvon Migsourl, Ohio, u. a. Staaten,
1865 and 1876), pp. 322-387.

25Kirchen-Geagggbuch fir Evangelisch-Lutherlsche Ge-
meinden ungefnderter Augsburgischer Confessions (S5%t. Louis:
Lutherischer Concordis Verlag, 1880, 1884, 1885, 1888),
pp. 376-448,

26g 3 rohen-Gesangbueh fir Eveng. Lutherische Gemelnden
ungefinderter Augsburgische Confesgsion (S8t%. Louls: Verlag
der ev.-luth. Synode von HMiss., Ohio u. a. Staaten, 1889),

27Kirchen-Gegangbuch fiir Evangelisch-Lutherische Ge-
meinden ungefnderter Augsburgigcher Confessions (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1892, 1893, 1895, 1898, 1899,
1903, 1955), pp. 376-4Lu8. - : -

28Evang.-Lutherischea Gesangbuch von der Evang. Luther-

lschen Synode von Wisconsin u. a. Staaten (Milwaukee: Georg
Brumder, 1872, 1903), pp. 475-529.




55

The Missouri Synod Kilrchen-Agende, appearing between

1856 and 1902, provided a proper collect for Purification,
Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity of S5t. John the Baptist,
8t. ¥ichael, and two common collects for apostles' daya.29

The Perikopenbuch gave the proper Gospel end Eplstle for the

deys listed above and included also 3%, Hicholas, S5%. Hary
Magdalene, 8%. Lawrence, Nativity of the Virgin liary, Holy
Cross, and All Saints.30 The last Kirchenagende published
in 1922 has cut the number of commemorations. It provides
collects and lessons for Purification, Annunciation,
Natlvity of St. John the Baptist, Visitation, Conversion of
St. Paul, 8t. Peter and 5t. Paul, 5t. Michesel, and one com=-
men collect for the apostles! days.31
Although the Wisconsin Synod Gegangbuch provides

propers for twenty-three seinte' days, the Agende provides

propers for only the three festivals of Mary, Nativity of

29%irchen-Agende flr Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden,
authorized by the Synode von Hissouri, OChio und anderen
Staaten (3%t. Louls: Druckerel der Evangel.-Lutherischen
Synode von Misscuri, Chio und anderen Staaten, 1856, 1866,
1876, 1880, 1890, 1896, 1902), pp. 274-281.

3°Evaqge1iach—Lutn§risches Perikonenbuch, authorized
by the Synode von Hissouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten (St, Louis:
M. C. Barthel, Genersl Agenten der Syncde, 1876), pp. 25-132.

31§;rohenqgende fir Ev.-Luth. Gemeinden, authorized dy
the Synode von Miassouri, Ohio und andern Steaten (St. Louls:
Concordls Publishing House, 1922), pp. 274-281.
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St. John the Baptist, and St. Michael.?2

With the orgenization of the General Council in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, in 1867, and the publishing of the Church
Book a2 new day had dawned for English-speaking Lutherans. 33
As wag pointed out sbove, the calendar and the llturglcal
usage of the General Synod tended more toward the Reformed
tradltion than toward the Lutheran. The General Council
wvas a reaction toward a more conservative Lutheran position
in theology and worshilp.

The first edition of the Church Book of 1868 included

all the apostles, 8t. Stephen, S5t. John the Baptist, St.
Hichael, and the three festivals of tThe Virgin Mary.3u The
1893 edition added All Saints,35

The culmination of the efforts of the General Council
came in the form of tThe Common Service Book published by
the General Council, the General Synod, and the United Synod
of The South in 1917. The Common Service Book added the two

non-apostollic evangeliste, 3t. Mark and St. Luke, to those

32y ende, authorized by the Synode von Wisconsin u. a.
Staaten Emilwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 18%96),
table of contents, p. 1l.

Brayer, op. oiv., p. 179.
3%church Book for the Use of Evangelical Lutheran

— ——— SS—— SR

Congregations, authorized by the General Council (Phila-
delphia: Lutheran Book Store, ¢.1868), pn. v.

35church Book, 1893, p. viii.
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commemorations apvearing in the Church qu§.36

The Genefal English Lutheran Conference of Migsourl
and other Statés took the lead in pushing the Mlsscurl
Synod into English work. In 1889 the Engllish Conference
published a hymnal containing hymnes for the Presentation of
Christ and Michaelmes.37 With thls incentive the Misaouri
Synod published 1ts own English hymnal, Instead of goling

to the German Gesengbuch and Agende Tor 2 source, it went

to what was available in English. Thus, the calendar 1s

ldentical with the first editlion of the Church 5095.38 The

"green" hymnal of the Missouri Synod published between 1912

and 19731 and the Liturgy and Agendz included the same group

of saints appearing in the 1893 edition of the Church Book.3?

36gommon Service Book and Hymnal , auvthorized by the
General 3ynod, the General Council, the United Synod of the
Sough (Philadelphia: Lutheran Publication Society, ¢.1917),
p. O,

37Evangelical Lutheran Hymn Book, authorized by the
General English Lutheran Conference of Missourli and other
States (Baltimore: Harry Lang, 1889), table of contents, p.
xvii.

38Evangelical Lutheran Hymn Book, authorized by ths
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourl, Ohlo, and other
States (Chicago: American Lutheran Publication Board, 1895),
P ¥

39Evangelioa1 Lutheran Hymn Book, authorized by the
Evangelical Lutheran Bynod of Missouri, Ohilo, and other
i;g;eslégg. ?821?‘ Conﬁordia Publishing House, %912. 1924,
’ p. 893, Liturgy and Agenda (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1921), p. b25.

1 IRl |
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In 1941 the 8ynodical Conference of North America, com-
posed of the Misgouri Synod, the Wisconsin Synod, the Slovak
Synod, and the Norweglan Synod, published e new hymnal.
The calendar was revised at that time and S%. Mark and 3%.
Luke were added, bringing 1t into line with the Common
Service Book. In addition, Holy Innocents and S5t. Hary
lagdalene were added, which are not found in the Comaon
Service §gg§.u0

The Tinal remalning large group of calendars to be
congldered are those of the Lutherans with Scandinavian ante-
cedents. OSince the Church of Sweden has been characterized
by a very consgervative liturgical heritage, one might assume
that the Scendinavian calendars would be full. The opposite
is true. The Augustana Church has consistently included
only the Presentation of Christ, Annunciztion, Nativity of
8%. John the Baptist, St. Michael, and All Salnts.%1

The Norweglan gynods forming the Evangelical Lutheran

Church note only three saints' days--5t. Stephen, Annunciation,

4Orne Lutheran Hymnal, authorized by the Synods con-
stituting The Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of
North America (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, ¢.1941),
P. 3.

4lyymnal and Order of Service, authorized by the Even-
gelical Lutheran Augustana Synod (Rock Island: Augustana
Book Concern, 1899), pp. 276-292. Hymnal and Order of
Service, authorized by the Evangellcal Lutheran Augustana
Synod (Rock Island: Augustana Book Concern, 1925), pp. 83&-
840. Church Service Book and Ministerial Acts of the
Augustana Ev. Lutheran Church {(Rock lgland: Augustena Book
Concern, 1928 and 1951), pp. 128, 129.
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and All Saints.%2
In closing this section, it should be pointed out that

the new Service Book and Hymnal %o be used by all synods

except those of the Synodical Conference has added Holy
Innocents to the commemorations of the saints.*3 With the
exceptlion of one day, S5t. Mary Magdalene's Day, the calen-

dars of the Lutheran churches in America are in agreement.““
Annuals

Yhe Lutheran annuals that have apveared in the United
States present a striking contrast to the calendars in ths
hymnels and service books of the Lutheran Church. The
hymnals and service books present a list that is for the
most part made up of New Testament saints whlile the early
annuals include a saint for every day in the year,

To be sure, the majorlity of the saints' days listed in
the snnuels were never meant to be kept as liturgicel cele-
brations. An explanation for their inclusilon on the calen-

dar of an official church publication may be similar to the

“2ggg Lutheran Hymnary, authorized by the Norwegilan Ev.
Lutheran Synod, Hauge's Ev., Lutheran Synod, the United
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1920 and 1935), pp. 57-77. ZThe Altar Book
(iinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, c.1952), pp. 182,
255, and 421, ~

43Horn, op. oit., p. 219.

“47he Lutheran Hymnal, p. 3.
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explanation given by the Anglican bishops in Jjustificatlon

of the "Black Letter Days" in the Book of Common Prayer.

The bishops explalned that the daye were restored for con-
venlence sake and for the preservation of the memory of the
great saints.¥5

The privately published Lutherischer Calendar of 1843

1s an impressive example of a full celendar. It lists such
0l1d Testament worthies as Abel, Seth, Aaron, loses, Jonah,
Amog, Abreham, Nosh, David, and Adam and Eve. For the moset
part these 0ld Testament salnts are not given on the days
essigned to them in the medleval calendars. One notable
exception is Adam and ¥ve Talling on the twenty-fourth of
December. 46

Seven feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary are given--
Candlemas, Annunciation, Visitation, Assumption, Nativity,
Presentation, and Conception. A sample listing of the
saints of the Church includes 8%. Polycarp, St. Agatha, St.
Nestor, St. Perpetua, St. Urban, St. Leo, S5t. Plus, 5t.
Dominic, S8t. Jerome, and St. Francis. John Hus, Luther,
Melanchthon, Calvin, and Erasmus are some of the Reformation

personages that appear. Fineslly such nemes as Ben Franklin,

45y, XK. Lowther Clarke, "The Calendar," Liturgy gnd
Worghip (London: Soclety for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
1932), p. 216,

: uéHeinrich Frost, editor, Lutherlscher Calender
(Baltimore: Evang. Luth. Buchhandlung, 1843), pp. 2-26.
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Lord Bacon, and George ¥Washington appear.“7 Perhaps these
men were noted and recorded on the calendar for their leader-
ship in the secular sphere.

From 1853 to 1885 the Lutherische Cslendsr (known as

Lutherische Kalendar from 1855 on) under the auspices of the

Pennsylvanizs Ministerium appeared listing the Lutheran

clergy for all Synods in the United States. The Lutherische

Kalendsar carried on in the spirit of its predecessor, list-

ing a saint or noteworthy verson for every day in the year.“s
In 1875 the Missourli Synod began publishing its Ameri-

kanischer Kalendar fir deutsche Lutheraner. It continued

the precedent set by the Lutherlsche Kalendar and listed a
saint or noteworthy vperson for every day. A random sampling
from 1875 through 1940 includes Kilian, Hans Sachs,
Domitille, Anselm, All Souls, Spalatin, Polycarp, Forty
Martyrs, Perpetus, John Chrysostom, Jerome of Prague,
Veronica, Baslil, Ursule, Ambrose, Athenasius, Gregory,
Eusebius, CGeorge, Fdward, Catherine, and Assumption of the

Virgln Nary.”9 A representative week taken from the 1940

@7Ibid., Dp. 4-26.

b8pep Lutherische Calendar (known as Der Lutherische

Kalendar from 1855; Allentown, Pennsylvenia: C. K. Brobst

end Company, 1853-1885).

49 pmerikanischer Kalendar fir deutsche Lutheraner
(8t. Louie: Lutherischer Concordia Verlag, 1875-1040).
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Kslender llsts Willibeld, XKilian, Cyril, Pius, Henry, and
Eugen, 50

In 1941 the pettern was changed. For example, the
fifteenth of August was no longer listed as the Assumptlon
of the Virgin Mary, but "The Founding of the Valparalso
University Association.“5l Although the listing day by
day no longer followed the saints of the Church, a number
were retained. From 1941 through 1952 John Chrysostom,
Ansgar, John Hus, Ambrose, Irenaeus, Anselm, Eusebius,
Ulfilas, Nativity of the Virgln Mary, Columba, Caecella,
Silvester, Slxtus, Athenasius, Cyprisn, Jerome, Willibard,

and Justin have appeared.52

The Lutheran Annual of the Missourl Synod firset ap-
peared in 1910 and followed the German example of listing
& seint or notable person for every day in the year. A
sample listing from the 1910 edition from the sixth of
August through the fifteenth of August gave "Transfigura-
tion, Donatus, Cyrlscus, Romanus, Laurentius, Herman, Clara,

Hippolytus, Eusebius, end Departure of Mary.53

5°Amer1kan;§chqg Kalendar fir deutsche Lutheraner,
1940, ». 10.

51lsmerikanischer Xalendar fir deutsche Lutheraner,
1941, p. 12. ;

52pmeriksnischer Kalendar fiir deutsche Lutheraner,
1941-1952, |

53The Lutheran Annual (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1910), . 9.



63
Between 1925 and 1940 only the present calendar of The

Lutheran Liturgy was listed, except for the addition of the

Nativity of the Virgin lary and the omlssion of Holy In-
nocents.5® Since 1941 2 number of the gaints and fathers
of the Church have sppeared occeslonally in the calendar of

The Lutheran Annual. Those listed sre slimilar tc the lists

that have appeared in the Kalendar since 1941,55
The Use of the Saints! Days

In trying %o gain an idee of the actual use of the
salnts' days in America we face a problem. There are no
authoritative sources on which to rely. There are no

Kirchenordnungen that prescribed when services were to be

held. The official calendars and agendas, although they
list the saints' days, do not prescribe with the force of
law what days are to be observed. The major sources of in-
formation are the published sermons, the homiletical maga-
zines and aids containing sermons and outline, and the de-
votional and prayer becoks. The fact that a sermon book is
published seema to indicate that services were conducted on
the day for which the sermon was written,

With regard to early Lutheranism in America it is known

that Henry Melchior Mithlenberg conducted gervices on the

54The Lutheran Annual, 1925-19%0.

55 he Luthersn &nnual, 1941-1958. Supra, p. 62.
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Conversion of S%. Paul in 1743 even though the day fell on
a Tuesday.5® Another entry in Hihlenberg's Journal in-
dicates that he conducted services on the Nativity of S5t%.
John the Baptist in 1747.57

Martin Stephan, the leader of the Saxon immigrants %o
Perry County, Missourl, whlle stiil in Germeny in 1826
preached on the Purification of the Virgin Mary, the An-
nunciation, Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist, Visitatlon,
and St. Michael.98 The published sermons of C. F. W,
Walther indicate that these days continued to be observed
by the Lutherans in Perry County and £t. Louig.5%

Since The Lutheran Church--Misgouri Syncd 1s of prime
lnterest in this investigation, an examination of the sermon
books published by Concordia Publishing House, the offlclal

publication house for the Synocd, was made. Books of Lenten

56Hpnry Melchior NMBhlenberg, Journals, translated from
the German by Theodore G. Tappert and John Y. Doberstein
(Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1942), I, 87.

571pid., p. 156.
58Kartin Stephan, Der Christliche Glaube in einem

vollsténdigen Jehrzanze Predigten (Dresden: Kéniglich
Hofbuchdruckerei, 1826), op. 228-500.

5%Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Welther, Amerikanisch-Luther-

ische Evangellen Postille (St. Louis: Lutherischer Concordia
Verlag, 1870), bp. 356-384. C. F. W. Walther, Amerikenisch-
Lutherische Epistel Postille (St. Louis: Lutherlscher Con-
cordia Verlag, 1882), pp. 475-481. C. F. W. Walther,
Predigtentwiirfe (bt. "Louis: Concordis Publishing House,

1891), p. 117. P ¥, ialther Festklénge: Predigten

Yber Festtexte dea Kirchenijahrs St. Louls: Concordia Pub-
1ishing House, 1892), pp. 178-389.
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sermons, Advent sermons, weddling addresses, confesaional
eddresses, and speclal addresses were not lincluded in the
getudy since they did not claim to cover the saints' days.
Of the seveniy-four sermon books published by Concordia
Publishing House since 1866, when its first sermon book
appeared, only six‘been60 have contained a sermon for one

cr more saints' day. Of that number six were reprints from

60p, G. W. Keyl, editor, Predigt-Entwiirfte #ber dis
Sonn- und Festtags Evangelien aus D. Luthers Predigten und
Auglegungen (St. Louls: Lutherischer Concordia Verlag,
1866)., ILcht evengelische Auslegung der Sonn- und Festtags—
Evangelien des Kirchenjahprs (S5%. Louls: Druckersi der
Synode von Missouri, Ohio und anderen Staaten, 1872), Vol.
VIiI. C. F, W, Walther, Ameriksnisch-Lutherische Evangelien
Pogtlille. C. F, W, Walther, Amerikanisch-Lutherische
Epistel Postille. C. ¥. W. Walther, Lutherischs Brosamen
S5t. Louis: M, C. Bartel, General Agent der deutschen evang.-
lutherischen Synode von lMissourl, Ohlo und anderen Staaten,
1876). Martin Luther, Die Haus-Pogtille, in Simmtliche
Schriften, edited by Jochann Georg Walch fSt. Louis: Luther-
lscher Concordia Verlag, 1883), Vol. XIII. C. F. W. Walther,
Predigtentwiirfe. C. F. W. Walther, Fegtklinge. C. F. W.
Walther, Dasg walte Gott!, edited by August Crull {St. Louis:
Concordis Publishing House, 1893). Anton Corvinus, Aus-
legung der Evangelien go auf die Socnntage und vornehmsten
Fest durch des ganze dJahr, edited by A. L. Grébner (St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1899). Tilemann Heags-
husius, Postilla, das ist, Auslegung der sonntédglichen
Evengelien (St. Louis: Concordia Publlishing House, 1901).
Henry Sieck, Sermong on the Gospels of the Ecclgsiagtical
Year (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1502), Vol. I.
Henry Sieck, Sermons on the Gospels of the Ecclesiasticel
Year (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1904), Voi. II.
C. F. ¥, Walther, Licht des Lebeng, edited by C. 0. Hanser
(5%. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1905). Immanuel
Gottlob Brastberger, Evangelische Zeugnisse der Wahrheit
zur Aufmunterung in wahren Christentum, edited by W, H. T.
Dau (8t. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1912). Fred H.
Lindemann, The Sermon and the Propers (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, c¢.1958), 2 vols.
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older Lutheran sources.61 However, the mere fact that these
books would be reprinted with the saints' days included in-
dicates thet there was recognition of the value of the
sseints! days.

Up %o 1908, Concordls Publishing House had published
ninetten books of sermons. Of that number fourteen®2 con-
tained saints' days and only five had none.®3 Since 1908
the picture hes completely reversed ltself. Two books have
contained saints! dayséa while fifty-two have not.

The days that have appeared_most often are Purification,

Annunciation, Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and S%t.

61Key1, on. cit. Echt evangeligche Auslegung der Sonn-
und Festtegs-Fvengelien des Kirchenjahyrs, on. c¢it. Luther,
op. cit. Corvinus, op. cit. Hesshusius, op. cit. DBrast-
berger, op. cit.

62¢ey1, op. cit. WValther, Amerikanisch-Lutherische
Evangelien Postille. Echt evangelische Auslegung der Sonn-
und Yesttags-Fvangelien des Kirchenjahrs, ovn. cit.
Walther, Lutherische Brosamen. Walther, Amerikanisch-
Lutherische Epietel Postille. Luther, opn. ecit. Walther,
Predigtentwlirfe. Walther, Festklénge. Corvinus, op. c¢it.
Velther, Dasg walte Gott! Hesshusius, op. cit. Sieck, ov.
cit. VWalther, Licht des Lebens.

63w, Sihler, Zelt und Gelegenheits Predigten (St.
Louls: Druckerei des Luther. Concordia Verlag, 1883). V.
S8ihler, Predigten #ber die Sonn und Festtags Evaengelien
des Kirchen jshres (8t. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,
1893). GC. F. W. Walther, Gnadenjahr (St. Louis: Lutherischer
Concordia Verlag, 1890). C. C. Schmidt, Katechismuspredig-
ten (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing Houge, 1905). L.
Firbringer, editor, Die evangelischen Perikopen des Kirchen-
Jehres (8t. Louig: Concordia Publishing House, 1908).

6“Brastberger, ¢n. cit. Lindemann, op. cit.
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Micheel. All of the salnts' days of the present Lutheran

Liturgy have appeared at least once in the fifteen sermon
books.

While the traditional salnts' days have receded into
the background, new minor festivals are belng observed.
Mother's Day, July Fourth, Memorial Day, Sunday School
Rally, and Stewardship Sunday head the list of modern "minor
festivals, "65 |

The Magazin flr Ev,-luth., Homiletik, the official

homiletical magazine of the Missouri Synod, was published
between 1877 and 1929. From 1877 through 1893 sermons or
outlines appeared every year for the Purification of the
Virgin Mary, Annunciation, Nativity of St. John the Baptist,
Visitetion, and St. Michael.66 From 1894 through 1909 the
feasts of the Biessed Virgin Mary, Nativity of St. John the
Baptist, and 35t. Michael appeared occasionally. In 1907,
1208, and 1909 a few other saints made their appéarance--

8%. Philip and 8t. James, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Simon énd

65Panu1 Lindemann, Festival Days (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, c¢.1935). 0. A. Geiseman, YWhere God Meets
Man (New York: Ernst Keufmann, Ine., ¢.1940 and 1941), Vols.
T and II. O, A. Geiseman, God's Answer (New York: Ernst
Kaufmann, Inc., 1943 and 19555, Vols. I and II. In Segson
Out of Season (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,

e e

c.19LL),
66Magaz1n fdr Ev.-1luth. Homiletik (St. Louis: Druckereil

der Synode von Mlssouri, Ohio und anderen Staaten, changed
to Luth, Concordia Verlag in 1888, changed to Concordia
Publishing House in 1891, 1877-1893), Vols. I-XVII.

[
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St. Jude,57 St. Matthew, St. Peter and St. Paul,b8 ana st.
Jameg the Elder. 59
In 1913 the magezine became bi-lingual adding the

English. Since that time no saints' days have appeared.’©

The Fnglish counterpart to the Magazin flr Ev,-luth.

Homiletik, the Evangelicsl Lutheran quiletic Magezing, ep-
peared from 19073 through 1912. 1In 1913 the German and
English were joined into one magazine. The Homiletic Maga-
zine, during the ten years of 1%s existence, never included
any sermons or outlines for the ssalnts' days.71

Concordia Theological Monthly, continuing the work of

Megazin fdr Ev.-luth. Homiletlk in one of its departments,

has generally disregarded the saints' days also. B5t.
Sylvester's name has appeared occasionslly es a title for
New Year's Eve with no reference to thaet fourth century

bishop of Rome.,’? St. Michael sppeared once in 1935 as a

67lagazin fUr Ev.-luth. Homiletik, XXXI (1907), 129,
161, 193, 289.

68uagezin fdr Ev.-luth. Homlletik, XXXII (1908), 161,

258. S

69Kagazin fir Ev.-luth. Homlletllk, XXXIII (1909), 193.

)70Hagazln fir Ev.-luth. Homiletilk, XXXVII-LIII (1913-
1929),

7lEvangelical Lutheran Homiletic Magazine (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1903-1912), Vols. I to X.

72Concordia Theological Monthly, II (January, 1931)
45; V (December, 1934), 948; X (December, 1939), 925.
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day for special observance.’? In 1953 St. John the Evan-
gelist; in 1954 S%. Stephen, St. Mark, and 5t. James the
Elder; in 1955 Saints Philip and James; in 1956 S5%. John
the Baptist and St. Mary Magdalene appeared.74 For the
moat part these days fell on & Sunday and were not lincluded
for gpeclal observance.

The final seriles of homiletical aids published by
Concordia Publishing House is the Concordia Pulpit. Con-

cordia Pulpit, appearing yearly with sermons for the church
year and speclal occaslons, has been published since 1931.
Between 1931 and 1939 Micheelmes asppeared regularly.75 The
1943 edition contzined sermons for the Conversion of St.
Paul, St. Bartholomew, and St. Matthew.7® Since that time
no saints' days have appeared.??

The prayer books and devotional books published for
use in the dissourl Synod reveal a similar disregard for

the gaints! days. Of the nineteen publications examined

73Concordia Theological lMonthly, VI (Sentember, 1935),

699.

7“Congord;g Theological Monthly, ¥XIV (December, 1953),
923; XXV (November, 1954), 862; XXV (March, 1954), 210;

XXV (June, 1954), L83 XXVI (April, 1955), 277; XXVII (May,
1956), 393; XXVII (June, 1956), L490.

75Concordia Pulpit (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing
House, 1931 through 1939). :

76Goncordis Pulpit, 1943, op. 378-387.
77Concordia Puloit, 1944-1958.
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only four contain any saints!' days.?8 1In reality three of

these books are the same, the Gebets-Schatz of 1884 con-

taining prayers for the Purification of the Virgin Hary,
Annunciation, Nativity of S8t. John the Baptiet, Visitatilon,
and St. Michael.?2 An abridgment in English was published
in 1906 and again in 1956 containing prayers for the same
days.so

A daily devotional publication hasg appeared regularly

gince 1937 under the title Dailly Devotion and since 1948

Portals of Prayer. During the twenty odd years of publica-

tion the salnts' daye a&s a rule have not been used.8l One
of the rare exceptlons to this 1g the issue of 1938, "Re-
deemer Comel!" by F, H. Lindemann. Lindemann includes St.
Andrew, St. Thomes, 5t. Stephen, St. John the Evangelist,

and Holy Innocents. 82

785vangelisch-Lutherischer Gebets-Schatz (St. Louis:
M. C. Bartel, General-Agent der eveng.-luth. Synode, 1884).
William A. Kremer, Devotions for Lutheran Schools (Revised
edition; St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, c¢.1l946).
The Abrideed Treasury of Prayers (St. Louls: Concordia Pub-
lishing House, 1906 and 1956).

79Gebets-Schatz, table of contents, p. 1ii.

80The Abridzed Treasury of Prayers.

8lDaily Devotiona (£t. Louis: Concordia Publishing

House, 1937-19L7), Portals of Prayer (St. Louls: Concordis
Publishing House, 1948-1957).

52preq . Lindemann, “"Redeemer, Come!," Dally Dsvo-
tions, 1938.
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The general trend, as lndicated from the sermon books,
homiletical magazines, homiletical alds, and devotional
books of the lMisgourli Synod, seeme to have been the use of

the saints' days, at least Purification, Annunclation,

Naetivity of St. John the Baptist, and St. Michael, till the

early part of the twentieth century. From that point on
they play lees and less a role. Notable exceptions to this
general trend of disregarding the saints' days are seen in
the serles of devotional articles on the saints' days ap-

pearing in The Lutheran Chaplain,®3 and the Sermon and the

Provers published by Concordia Publishing House in 1958

covering all the saints' days of The Lutheran Liturgy till

Pen‘becos‘t.84

In summary, the words of the Lutheran GQuarterly of

1897 seem to apply to the use of the saints' days now as they

did then. "The saints' days and apostles' days are no
longer generally observed. "85 This seems to be the picture

in the Lutheran Church today.

83Delvin E, Ressel, "The Minor Festivals of the Church
Year," The Lutherasn Chaplain, XII (December, 1951) through
XIII (December, 1952).

84Fped H. Lindemann, The Sermon and the Propers.
85A. G., "Public Worship in the Lutheran Church,"

Lutheran Quarterly, I (April, 1897), 180.




CHAPTER V
THE SAINTS' DAYS OF THE LUTHERAN LITURGY
Introductory Consideratlons

In this chapter the individual days of the calendar
will be studied in more detail. The maln emphasis will not
be upon the life of the apostle, saint, or merfyr, but upon

the commemoratlion of the sa2int as 1t found its way into fthe

calendar. The propers of The Lutheran Liturgy will be

compared to the basic attitude toward the sainis expressed
in the Confezgsions. An attempt will be made To show how ‘

The Lutheren Liturpgy fulfills the Confessicns! attitude

toward the saints.
Szint Andrew the Apostle's Day

S5t. Andrew, a native of Bethsaida, and brother of S5%.
Peter, according to a second century tradition is supposed
to have gone %o Scythie (neer modern Roumania), Greece, and
Patros and was crucified on an X-shaped cross on lgvember 30.1

In 357 A. D. 3%t. Andrew's alleged rellics were translated to

lsabine Baring-Gould, The Lives of the Saints (Bdin-
burgh: John Grant, 1914), XIV, 594, Francis Procter, A New
History of the Book of Common Prayer, revised by Walter
Howard Frere (London: Macmillan Company, Limited, 1905),
.p. 325. .




73

Constantinople2 and on November 30 in 359 A, D, a church was
dedlceted to hls honor in that city.3 56. Andrew was re-
garded as the founder of the Christlan Communlty in
Constantinople end is listed as the ordinator of the first
bishoo, Stac-.hye..l'L

There is almost universal agreement in assigning the
date of November 30 %o St. Andrew.J One unususl commemora-
tlon of 5%t. Andrew occurs in the Hieronymian Martyrology on
February 5. The entry reads, "Patros in Achails ordinatilo

evniscopatus sancti Andreese anos‘toli."6

The commemoration of S5%. Andrew has been observed in

the Enst since the fourth century,7 while the cult of

2Heinrich Kellner, Heortology: A History of the Chris-
tian Festivals from their Origin to the Present Day, trans-
lated from the CGerman by a priest of the Diocese of West-
minster (Londeon: Xegan Paul, Trench, Tridbner and Company,
Limited, 1908), p. 289.

JHeinrich Alt, Das Kirchenjshr des christlichen Morgen-
und Abendlandes, in Der christiiche Cultus (Berlin: G, W. F.
Miiller, 1860), 1I, 85.

Y¢ellner, op. cit., . 289.

5A1lban Butler, Lives of the Saints, edited and revised
by Herbert Thurston and Donald Attwater (London: Burns
Oates, 1956), IV, 451, 8. K. Lowther Clarke, "The Calendar,®
Liturgy and Worship (London: Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, 1932), p. 236. L. Duchesne, Christian Worship:
Its Origin and Evolution, translated from the French by
M. L. McClure (5%th revised edition; London: Scciesty for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, 1931), p. 283.

6Butler, op. cit., IV, 451,

7Luther D. Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy (Philad :
. Lutheran ] ay elphia:
Muhlenberg Press, o.i?E?j, pP. 510. ;i
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St. Andrew began in the West in Rome under Simplicius, h68
to 483 A. D., with the founding of the Church of 3t. Andrew.
Four masses are provided in the Leonine Sacramentary for
St. Andrew's Day.s According te Duchesne St%t. Andrew occurs
on all calenders Trom the sixth century on,?

In 1210 the crusaders captured Conetantinople and re-
moved the relics of S5t. Andrew To Amalfl near Naples.lo

5%. Andrew igs alsc closely connected to Russia and
Scotland. Russies has sdopted him as one of their pstron
salntes and malntains that he preached the Gospel in Poland.11
The relatlion to Scotland is based on an eighth century
legend in the Aberdeen Brevlary.lz

The Apology has set up the threefold honor of the
gaints, that of thanksglving, strengthening of falth, and
lmitetion of faith and other virtues. How well does the

celebration accorded S5t. Andrew in The Lutheran Liturgy

8yalter Howarad Frere, The Kslendar, in Studies in Early
Roman Liturgy (London: Oxford University Press, 1930), 155
12, 1L3. Massey Hamilton Shepherd, The Oxford American
Prayer Book Commentary (New York: Oxford University Press,
c.1950), p. 226.

9Duchesne, 0P, 0i b D 283%

10p3us Parsch, Das Jahr des Helles (Klosterneuburg:
Verleg Volksliturglsches Apostolat, 1952), I, 172.

llThe Book of Sainte, compiled by the Benedictine Monks
of St. Augustine's Abbey, Ramsgate {3rd revised edition;
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1944), p. 22,

lzButler, op. eit., IV, Ls1,

E
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fulfill this triple honor?

The concent of thanksgiving is best brought out in the
Epistle (Romans 10:8-18),13 which extols the preaching of
the Goszpel. "And how shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard?" "How beautiful are the feet of them
thet preach the Gospel of peace.” Had it not bsen for ths
epostles, and in particular on this dsy 8t. Andrew, the
Gospel would not have been proclaimed.

The imitation of the faith cof the apostle and his
obedience to the call ig best exemplified in the Coapel
(Metthew 4:18-22)1% and the Collect.l5 The Gospel is the
historic account of St. Andrew obeylng the call of our Lord
and following Him. The Collect prays for grace to obey the
call of our Lord and follow in heart and life. The note of
the mercy of God in calling St. Andrew and in calling all
Christiasne 13 not tc be overlooked. Thus, the element of

thankegiving again enters at this point.

132&3 Lutheran Lecgtlonary, authorized by the Syncds
Constituting the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference
of North America (St. Louis: Concordla Publishing House,
[1949) ), ». 250.

lb1pia., p. 251.

15The Lutheran Liturgy, authorized by the Synods Con-
gstituting the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of
gort Lmerieca (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House,

1948)), p. 209,
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Commen Introits, Collects, and Graduals for the

Evangelists', Apostles', and Martyrs' Days

The Tirst of the common Introlts 1s a cry of thanks-
glving to Cod for having selected and called men to His
salvation.l6 The first Introit for apostles includes The
Thoughts of strengthening and imitation of falth. The
antiphon repeats the words of our Lord, "Blessed are ye
when ye are versecuted for my sske Tor the kingdom of
heaven 1is yours.“17 The antiphon of the second common
Introit for apostles' days sounds a simillar note. It is a
promise to those who are falthful that they will shine as
the brightness of the firmement.l® The common Introit for
evangellsts reminds the Church of the work of the evan-
geligts. What they have written will endure. The Church
in turn will give thanks for this work of the evangelists.l?

The first common Collect 1s & reminder that the apoatles
are the foundation stones of the Church resting on Christ,
the Head Corner-stone. This prayer in the Church's mouth

becomes a ory of thanksgiving for the apostles and their

-

6Ibid., op. 192, 193.

=

71bid., p. 193.

[

81p1

f=7]

191bi1d., p. 194.

|
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work.20 The second Collect petitions that the Church might
remain in the doctrine of the evangellsts and the apostles.
In this collect both the honor of imitation and the honor
of thanksgiving are included. The third Collect is a direct
petition for the grace to follow the virtue and examples of
the saints.2l

The note of thanksgiving a2gein appeers in the antiphon
of the first common Gradusl of spostles. "Their sound 1s
gone out into all the earth and thelr words to the end of
the earth, "22 The second Gradual reminds the Church of the
work of the apostles and evangelists. Their work wee "the
edifying of the body of Christ.” This should lead the
Church %o imitate the work of the apocztles as a community
of people edifying one another.23 The last Gradual for
apostles identifies the apostles with "the righteous who
flourish like the palm-tree." The implication 1g that all
Christians are tec flourish in the same manner. The allusion
is to the imitation of the apostles' faith,24

The Tirst common Gradual for evangelists again 18 a

reminder of the work of the evangelists. "The Lord Jesus
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gave some, apostles, and some, evangelists, for the edifying
of the body of Christ."25 The last Gradual speaks of the
word of God. I% 1s an allusion to the fact that the
evangelists have recorded the word of CGod. This 1s to
motlvate the Church %o thanksglving.26

The dominant note of the common propers 1s that of
thanksgiving to God for gilving apostles and evangellsts and

for the work of these saints.
Salnt Thomss the Apostle's Day

In Syriac Thomas means a twin, Didymus being the CGreek
equivalent. FHRuseblus states that 5t. Thomas went‘to
Parthie.2?7 Yet the most persistent tradition states that
8%. Thomas went to India and egtablished seven churcheé in
Malabar. The chief support of this comes from the third

century document, Acta Thomse. In this document an extrava-

gant legend 1s told a2bout St. Thomas' journey to India, 28
The story records the name of the king as Gudnaphar or

Gondophorus. Thie name has turned up on en inscription

£5Tbidkes 4
261p1a., p. 196.

27Butler, op. eit., IV, 589. Fusebius, "Church His-
tory," Hicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, edited by Philip
Schaff and Henry Wace (CGrand Raplds: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Company, 1952), I, 132.

. 28Butler, ov. oit., IV, 590. Shepherd, ob. cit., p.
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found at Shahbaz-CGarhl in the Yusufzal country on the
Punjab frontier. The inscripticn includes the date with
the king's name, Samvat 103, fourth day of the month
Vesakh in the twenty-sixth year of the king, or 1in ¥Western

reckoning 46 A, D.29 The Acta Thomae were reoudiated by

S¢. Epiphanius, St. Augustine, end Innocent I. The mere
mention of the name Gudnapher does not warrant the sup-
positlon that 8t. Thomas actually went to India. Such an
authentic detall could easily be learned from travelsrs or
tradere and incorporated into the story.3o

In the modern Indian states of Cochin and Travancore,
there 1is o large populaticn of native Christians who call
themgelves "Christlans of 5%. Thomas." Thelr history is
not known in detall before the sixteenth century. Although
Christianity in that part of India is ancient, these Chris-
tians asre probably descendants of & mission of the Nestorian
Church and do not go back to 8¢t. Thomas., I+

$t. John Chrysostom reports that the body of S5t. Thomas
was buried in the cathedral 2t Edessa, Syria. In 1258 these
reliés were translated to Chios and from there to Ortona,

Italy.32 Yet in 1522 the Portuguese discovered the alleged

29Baring-Gould, op. cit., XV, 233.
30Butler, op. ecit., IV, 592.
3lghepherd, op. eit., p. 228.
32Paraoh, ep. cis., I, 225,
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tomb of 5t. Thomas in Medras, India, where the relics of
St. Thomas are preserved in the cathedral to the present
time, 33

In the earliest martyrologies the third of July was
observed, but the Hieronymian lMartyrology places St. Thomas'
day on the twenty-first of December. The December date has
been observed in the West rather generally since the ninth
cern:m'yﬁlL The choice of the twenty-firet of December has
been somewhat fancifully associated with the unbellef of St.
Thomas on the ground that this is the shortest and darkest
deay of the year.35

The great theological stress of the propers of St.
Thomzs 18 the strengthening of faith. The Collect states,
"didet strengthen the falth of Thy Apostle St. Thomas, by
Thy same Word keep us ever steadfast in the falth unto our
end."36 The Gospel (John 20:24-31) is the historic incident

of St. Thomas' unbelief and subsequent belief in the risen

Lord. "Thomsa, because thou hagt seen Me, thou hast believed:

33Butiler, op. cit., IV, 591.

MBaring-Gould, op. ecit., XV, 226. Clarke, on. cit.,
p. 237. Reed, op. cit., o. 496.

35F. Xaver Schmid, Kultus der christkatholischen Kirche
igasaau: Druck und Verlag von Ambrosius Ambrosi, 1641), 11,
2.

367ne Lutheran Liturgy, o. 196.
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blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed, "37
Saint Stephen the Martyr's Day

The three post-Christmass feasts have been explalned as
11lustrating three kinds of martyrdom. S5%. Stephen was 2
martyr in will and in deed. 3%. John was a martyr in will
though not in deed. The Holy Innoecents were martyrs in
deed, but nov in wilil, 38

The commemoration of St. Ztephen may be as o0ld as the
New Testament. St. Paul in Acts 22:20 calls him a "martyr
of Christ." Under Constantine a church was dedicated to
S5%. Stephen, and the Arilan martyrology of 360 A. D. lists
him, 39

Other early witnesses to the commemorstion of 3t.

Stephen are found in the Constitutions of the Holy Apostles.X0

3%. Gregory of Nysasa, in hls funeral oration over St. Basil,
preached in Cepopadocian Caegsarea in 372 A, D., stated that

it was customary to commemorate St. Stephen end St. John

37Tne Lutheran Lectilonary, p. 213.

38Gueranger, The Liturgical Year, Christmag, translated
from the French by Laurence Shepherd lhth edition; Vest-
minster, Maryland: The Newman Presa, 1950), I, 279.

39kellner, op. cit., p. 224,

40Butier, op. cit., IV, 617. "Constitutions of the
Holy Apostles," translated by James Donaldson, The Ante-
Nicene Fathers, edited by Alexander Roberts and James
Donaldson (American reprint of ths Edinburgh Edition; New
York: The Christian Literature Company, 1896), VII, 495.
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after Christmes.*: St, Augustine stated in a sermon in 426
A. D., "Yesterday we celebrated the birthday of our Lord,
today of his servant, 142

The feasts of 8%, 3tephen and S¢. John were probably
fixed in Jerusalem in the fourth century before the
Jerusalem Church admitted the Roman Nativity celebration to
its celendar. It 1ls quite posslble that they were fixed
before ths date of Christmas since they are kept by the
Armenlian Church which re Jects Christmes.?3

In 4315 A, D, the supposed body of St. Stephen was dis-
covered at Kephar-Gamalsa, a town situsted on the eastern
short of Lake Cennesareth. The flnding of this grave gave
great impetus to the commemoration of S8t. Stephen.uu

The Yestern celebration was begun under Simplicius of
Rome, who died in 483 A, D, He erected a basilica in St.
Steohen's honor.*5 From the fifth century onward all

Western calendars glve the twenty-sixth of December as

“1ai%, op. eit., p. 95. Duchesne, op. cit., p. 265.
Ludwig Eisenhofer, Grundriss der Liturgik des R8mischen
Ritus (5th edition; Freiburg: Verlsg Herder, 1950), p. 148.

%241%, op. eit., p. 96.

43zdvard Lambe Parsons and Bayard Hale Jones, The
American Prayer Book (New York: Charles. Scribner's Sons,
1955), p. 77. Gregory Dix, The Shave of the Liturgy
(Westminster: Dacre Press, 1945), p. 378.

. b4pyuchesne, op. eif., p. 267. Kellner, op. cit., D.
23. ,

hSkellner, op. eit., ». 228,
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St. Stevhen's Day with the excepticn of the Leonine Sacra-
mentary. The Leonine-Sacreamentary 1lig%s nine masgses for
8t. Stephen, Protomertyr, but places them on the second of
August, the maertyrdom of St. Stephen of Rome in 255 A. D.hé

In northern Englend the day was known as "Wrenning
Day® from the custom of stoning 2 wren in commemoration of
St. Stephen's death.*7? |

The propers for 5t. Stephen encompass all three honors
mentioned by the Confessicng. The Psalm verse of the In-
troit can be consldered an ascription of thanksgiving to
God for the mercy shown. "Blessed are the undefiled in the
way who walk in the law of the Lord. 48 Tne Epistle from
Acts is the account of St. Stephen's sermon and martyrdom
which stands as an encouragement and strengthening of
faith.*® The Collect petitions that Christian psople
imitate the example of St. Stephen. As he prayed for his
persecutors may Christians love and bless their verse-
cutors.50 The Gospel (lMaetthew 23:34-3¢) is = final en-
couragement to strong faith, not from the words or life of

5t. Stephen but from our Lord Himself.J1

46Duchesne, op. cit., p. 267. Frere, op. cit.,
b?Baring-Gould, op. eit., XV, 299.
LBThe Lutheran Liturgy, p. 196.

Dol 2s .

b9Tne Lutheren Lectionary, pn. 214,
50The Lutheren Liturgy, p. 1S7.
517ne Lutheran Lectionary, pp. 215, 216.
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Saint John the Apostle and The Evangelist's Day

9%. John eccording to tradition was banished toc Fatmos
where he wrote the Apocalypse. After the death of the
emperor, Domitian, in 96 A, D., S$%t. John returned %o
Ephe;us. £t. Epiphanius reports that in the third year of
the reign of Trajan, 100 A. D,, at the age of ninety-four,
8t. John died.52

In the fourth century under Constantine the grave of
5%. John was opened and only powder was found. This may
have glven rise to the story that 5%. John was zssumed into
heaven.%3 Another explanation for the early wldesoread be-
1ief of the esgssuuption of St. John occurs in The apccryphal
Acts of 8t. John. According to this second cenftury tradi-
tion, S%t. John simply disappeared. His body was never found.,S5%

According to the Menology of Constantincple and the
Calendar of Naples, the twenty-sixth of September was com-
pemorated in honor of St. John the Evaengeliat, The Calendar

of Naples gives the entry, "Adsumptio Jeannis Evangelistse. 55

However, in the writings of St. CGregory of Nysea, the Syriac

Breviarlum of the early fifth century, the calendar cf the

52Butler, op. cit., IV, 620, 621.
53Ke11ner, op. git., p. 297.
5¥Butler, op. eit., IV, 623.

55Kellner, op. git., p. 297.
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Copts, the calendar of Carthage, and the Hleronymian Mariyr-
ology, the twenty-seventh of December was S5t. John's Day.56

In the calendar of Carthege, the Hleronymian Martyr-
olegy, end the Gallican Martyrology, St. John 1is listed with
St. James the More. Such a listing occurred as late as the
eighth century in the Gothico-Gallic Calendar.5? The
Leonine Sacramentary sppoints propers for St. John alone
and this tradition has generally been followed.58

The story of St. John safely drinking the polsoned
chalice led to the medieval German custom of drinking a cup
in honor of S%t. Jdohn, Wine was blessed on this day and
given to brides and grooms in the ensuing year. The cup
was to protect health and help in atteining heaven. So
wideepread was this practice that the Pfalz-Neuberg Kirchen-
ordnung specifically forbade the consecration of wine on St.
John's Day.59

The propers for this day present no unified system.60

Thenksgiving is briefly alluded to in the Psalm verse of the

558utlerr op. cit., IV, 622. Duchesne, op. cit., pp.
267, 268.

57Duchesne, op. cit., p. 268. Kellner, op. cit., p.

297.
58shepherd, on. cit., p. 101.

598award T. Horn, III, The Christisn Year (Philadelphia:
Muhlenberg Press, c¢.1957), ». 75.

60The Lutheran Liturgy, oo. 197, 198. The Lutheran
Lectionsry, pp. 217, 218.
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Introit, "It is a good thing to glve thanks unto God." It
is hard %o fit the rest of the propers lnto elther the
cabegory of imltation of the apostle's example or strengthen-
ing of faith through his example. Rather the propers dwell
on the theme of instruction. The Collect states, "beilng
instructed by the doctrines of Thy blessed Apostle and
Evangelist St. John." The Eplstle (1 John 1:1-10), the
Gradual, and the Gospel (John 21:19-24) might be summed up
in the final phrase of the CGospel, “This 1s the disciple
which teetified of these things, and wrote these things

and we know hig testimony is true.”
The Holy Innocents' Day

The number of innocent babes, slaughtered not only for
Christ but instead of Christ, has generally been assumed to
have been large. The Byzentine liturgy speaks of 14,000
while the Syrien menologles number 64,000. The figure has
even been placed at 144,000. These figures are completely
ficticlous since Bethlehem wes a small town.6l

8t. Irenaeus, St. Cyprian, St. Gregory of Nazianzus,
and 3t. John Chrysostom 211 speak c¢f the Holy Innocents.
However, this does not imply that the day was liturgically
commemorated at that time.62 According to McArthur the

61A1t, go. ¢it., p. 97. Butler, op. cit., IV, 626.
62paring-Gould, op. eit., XV, 311.

BT I eI 3
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first indication of a celebration may be found in fourth
century Jerusalem when & day was commemorated in Bethlehem
forty days after Christmas.63 There is definite procf that
Holy Innocents was celebrated in North Africa at the time of
8t. Augustine in the fifth century.éb From the latter part
of the fifth century it wes observed in the West on the
twenty-elghth of December. The one exception to this was
the lozarabic rite that placed Holy Innocents after
Epiphany.65

Liturgicelly Holy Innocents' Day 18 not treated as a
mertyr's day. The day is celebrated like those of Advent
and Lent, The color of the vestments is violet. The Gloria
and the Alleluia are not sung.66 One explanation given for
this is that the children were martyred at a time when they
could not attaln the beatific vision.67 However, when the

day falls on & Sunday, it is treated as a martyr's day. 68

63A. Alan McArthur, The Eveclution of the Christian Year
(Greenwich, Connecticut: The Seabury Press, ¢.1953), p. 155.

6“D1x, op. cit., p. 368. Eisenhofer, ov. cit., p. 148.
Shepherd, op. e¢it., p. 102,

. 65Butler, op. cit., IV, 627. Duchesne, op. cit., p.
268.

66paring-Gould, op. cit., XV, 142,

67Frederlek C. Holweck, "Holy Innocents,” Catholic
Encyclopedia, edited by Charles G. Herbermann, et al.
(Wew York: Robert Appleton Company, ¢.1910), VII, L19.

68putler, op. cit., IV, 626.
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The term "Innocents" derives from Roman liturgical
usage. The Gallican books employed the term "Infantes."ég
During the Middle Ages Holy Innocents' Day was a day
devoted to children and foolg. In England it was called

Childermas, and in Germany Narrenfest. A chlld was elected

bishop and the sacred services were mocked and parodled.
In 1260 the Council of Cognac forbade dencing in the
churches on this day. A circular letter issued by the
University of Paris states that clerics danced in the choir,
seng indecent songas, ate meat at the altar, and burned old
shoes in the censer. In 1473 the Council of Toledo banned
such performances.70

The two alternate Collects’l stress the imitation of
the virtues of the martyred Holy Innocents. The first Col-
lect petitions, "mortify all vices within us that our lives
may in deed confess Thy faith." Here the Holy Innocents
are brought to mind as belng martyrs "in deed." The second
Collect expresses a similar thought.

The narration of the Gospel (Matthew 2:13-18) ought to
lead all Christiasns to thank God for His unsearchable wisdom

69Duchesne, op. ¢it., p. 268.

7OChariles Alexander, The Church's Year (London: Oxford

University Press, 1950), ». 37. Baring-Gould, op. c¢it., XV,

71The Lutheran Liturgy, po. 198, 199. The Lutheran
Lectionary, p. 220. ‘
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that thrcugh the death of the Hcly Innocents our Lord might
be protected for His work of redeeming the world from its

sin.
The Conversion of Saint Paul

The feast of the Conversion of 8t. Paul is peculiar %o
the VWest. It is rather strange that in the Esst 3t. Anesnias,
the baptizer of St. Paul, is commemorated on this dey.72

The origin of the feast is very obscure. Both Frere
and Shepherd state thet it ig purely Gallican. Frere nctes
that the Conversion of 5%. Paul 1s found in the Bibbo

Sacramentary and the Missale Gothicum of the early eighth

centux‘:,r.?'3
Ducheene, Kellner, and Butler trace the Conversion of
3t. Paul back to the Hieronymian Hartyreclogy. In the

Auxerre recension of the Hieronymlian HMartyrclogy an entry

"Romae Translatio 8. Paulil Apncstoli" occurs. This is then

linked up to the "Conversione S. Pauli" =appearing in the

Milssale Gothicum.7u Butler, without explanation, states
that the ninth century Bern manuscript of the Hieronymian

Yartyrology shows traces of & transition from "translation®

72Baring-Gould, op. cit., I, 370.

73Frere, op. eit., op. 91, 92. Shepherd, op. cit., Dp.
229.

- 7“Duchesne, op. git., ». 281. Kellner, op. cit., p.
288.
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to "conversion."?5 Clarke explains that the commemoration

eppears as "Iranslatlo st Conversio 2. Pauli, 76 During

the tenth century the day was inserted into the margin of
the Gregorian Sacramentary.??

The Conversion of S5t. Paul was o day of obligation in
2ll of Englaend end much of Germany. In 1308 it became a
day of obligation in the diocese of Cologne.78

The honors of imitation, strengthening of faith, and
thanksgiving are seen in the propers.79 The Collect 1s a
petition te follow the example of 3t. Paul in spreading the
Fogpel to all the world. Such sn imitation would be an
Imitation both of the apostle's falith and virtue.

The Epistle (Acts . 9:1-22), relating the conversion of
St. Paul, should lead the Church to give thanks to God for
the mercy He has shown not only to St. Paul but to all
Christians,

Strengthening of f=2ith 1s also one of the cbjectives
of the Gospel (Matthew 19:27-30). The promise and the

?5Butler, op. ecit., I, 162.

"Clarke, op. cit., p. 220.

77Shepherd, op. 61t P, 229.

78Horn, op. ¢it., p. 187.

79Tne Luthersn Liturgy, p. 199. The Lutheran Lec-
tionary, pp. 221-223.
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strengthening assurance are contalned in the words of our

Lord.

The Presentation Of Our Lord and The

Purification of Mary

The first reference to such a commemoration belongs to
the latter part of the fourth century at the Church of
Jerusalem.80 The festivities are described by a certaln
Abbesgs Etheria from Spain who was visiting in Jerusalem at

that time. The day wes described as "Quadregesimae de

Ephipheni." Since the sixth of January was considered the
birthday of our Lord at that time, the day fell on the
fourteenth of February.81

It was from Jerusalem that the festival spread to the
Eastern Church. By 540 A. D. 1t was introduced into the
city of Ephesus. In 542 A, D. the emperor, Justinian, en-
Joined its celebration in Constantinople and the entire

Eastern Ghuroh.82

80Butler, op. cit., I, 233. Clarke, op. cit., p. 221,
Duchesne, on. ¢it., p. 272. Eisenhofer, op. cit., pb. 150.

Kellner, op. cit., p. 174.
81Duchesne, op-iicit . iip 272¢

82Fernand Cabrol, The Year's Liturgy (London: Burns
Oates and Washbourne Limited, 1920), p. 10. Parsons, Op.
cit., p. 78. Georg Rietschel, Lehrbuch der Liturgik, re-
vised by Paul Graff (G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1951), I, 1sb.
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Just when the feast made ite way into the Vest 1s not
known. Some would place 1t as early as St. Gelaslus, 492
to 497 A. D.,83 while the greater majority assign 1% a
later date in VYestern calendars. Only in the course of
the sixth or seventh century was it introduced into Rome. 8%
It is listed in the early editlon of the Gregorian Sacrea-
mentary.85

The feast has long been associated with a candle pro-
ceggion. There 1s dispute on the introduction of the pro-
cesgslon with candlesg. Kellner reports that many believe
the candle processlon was introduced by Gelasius I to run

conpetition wlith the pagan feast of Lugercalla.86 However,

he dlscounts this by stating thet Luoercalis fell on the
fiftveenth of February, and since Purification fell on the
seccond of February, such a theory cannot be maintained. 87

Butler and 0'Shea reason thet Purification, while still

83p1%, op. cit., v. 49. Kellner, op. clt., p. 175.

8“’(1‘.9.‘0:'0].. op. ¢it., ». 10, VWilhelm L&he, Hartyrologium
(2nd edition; Gdtersloh: Druck und Verlag von C. Bertels-
mann, 1913), p. 38.

85Frere, op. cit., p. 93.

86Lunerca11a was a pagan fertllity rite of antiquity
which presented a purification of the land. CGosats and dogs
were sacrificed, and the priests, called Luperci, after
cutting the sking of the victims into thongs, ran naked in
the streets atriking the women they met with the thongs.
The celebration lasted until the fifth century of the Chris-
tian era. Butler, op. cit., I, 234,

87Kellner, ov. eit., po. 175, 176.
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attached to the fifteenth of February, was adopted at Rome
with a candle processlion to supply a Christian substitute

for Luvercalis. The fortieth day celebration was borrowed

from the East preclsely because it fell on the fifteenth of
February. The keeping of the twenty-fifth of December as
the Nativity of our Lord in time brought ébout the changs %o
the second of February.88 The blessing and distribution of
candles which now form the principal feature in the Roman
Rite cannot be traced back earlier than the eleventh cen-
tury.89

The name of the feast hag differed widely. The Greeks
heve known the day as "The Meeting! referring to Simeon's
meeting our Lord in the temple. In the Gelasian Sacramen-
tary the day is called "Purificatio." The candle processicn
hee given the vopular title "Candlemas. "90 The gtrong em-
phasis on our Lord in the propers has given this feast the
nane "Presentation.” The title "Presentation of our Lord"
has been sdopted by the Common Service Bock while The

Lutheran Liturgy combines both the Presentation and the

®8gutier, op. cit., I, 235. William J. O'Shea, The
YWeorship of the Church (Uestminster, Maryland: The Newman
Press, ¢.1957), po. 246,

89Shepherd, op. cit., p. 232.

90keliner, ov. eit., p. 174.
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Purification in its title.%l Host authorities agree that
the feast 1s first and foremost one of our Lord and secondly
a feast of the Virgin Mary.92

This day has had two other connotations. First is the
“Churching of VYomen."?3 Second is the association of the
day wlth the weather. In medieval times if the day was
falr a long hard winter season was yet to follow. In the
United States this suverstition still survives under the
less churchly title of "Ground Hog Day. "94

The propers bear out the fact that thls is a2 feagt of
our Lord.?5 The Introit, the Collect, the Gospel, and the
Graduel 211 speak of the historical event of our Lord's

presentaticn and the meeting with S¢. Simeon. The Epistle

91Common Service Book of the Lutheran Church, authorized
by the United Lutheran Church in America (Philadelphia:
Board of Publication of the United Lutheran Church in
America, 1930), ». 156. The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 187.

92Butler, op. git., I, 232. Kellner, op. clt., p. 176.
Otto Hazering, Living with the Church, translated from the
German by Rembert Bularzik (New York: Benziger Brothers
Incorporated, ¢.1930), p. 20. Persch, ov. cit., I, 453,

Reed, govn. cif., p. 499. Rodrigue Villeneuve, An Introduction
Lo the Liturgical Year, translated from the French by J. A.
Otto Eisenzimmer (New York: Frederick Pustet Company, c.l946),

p. 57.
23Baring-Gould, on. cit., II, 35.

9%orn, op. cit., p. 189.

95The Lutheran Liturgy, pp. 187-189. The Lutheran
Lectionary, pp. 201-203.
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(Malachi 3:1-4) is interpreted as a prophecy of our Lord's

presentation in the temple.
Saint HMatthlas the Apostle's Day

Of 8t. Matthias, selected to fill the place of Judas,
nothing 1s known elther before or after the event related
in the first chepter of Acts, One tradition places his
minlstry in Judes, another in Ethlopia, and a third in
Persia.?® The Greek menologies, which are corroborated by
several anclent breviaries, relate that St. Matthlas was
crucified.??

According to tradition the relics of 2t., Matthias were
translated by St. Helena, the mother of Constantine the
Great, to Rome. On May 6, 1084, Gregory VII translated
St. Matthias' relics to Salerno, Italy.98

The firet occurrence of St. Matthias' Day in Western
liturgical books dates from the eleventh century.99 The
rule for dating the feast 1is that it 1s to fall five days
before the firet of lMarch or the VIII Kalends of March. In

a normal year the feast would occur on the twenty-fourth of

96A1%, op. eit., o. 89. The Book of Salnte, p. 187.

Parsch, op. cit., III, 620. . 7 ]
97Baring-Gould, op. cit., II, 394.
98parsch, op. git., III, 620.

?9Parsons, op. cit., p. 80. Reed, op. cit., p. 500.
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February, but in a leap year 1t would occur cn the twenty-
fifth. The Roman Church s%11l follows this rule.100 ag

least one Lutheran Kirchenordnung of the sixteenth century

took note of this rule and specified that 5t. Matthiss'
Day should be celebrated on the twenty-fourth even in a

lean year.101 The Lutheran Liturgzy assigns S5t. Matthias

to the twenty-fourth.loz

Pius V gave St. ¥atthles' Day a vigll and placed it
in the same category as the other apostles. 3t. &attﬁias
1g treated liturgically like the other apostles a2lthough
he was not one of the twelve during the life of our Lord
on earth.103

The Gospel (¥Matthew 11:25-30), the Epistle (Acts 1:
15-26), =nd the Collect are references to God's actlon.l0¥
In the Epistle and the Collect it is God's action in
selecting = successor for Judas. In the Gospel our Lord
is speaking. Perhaos in the context of the feast the "yoke®

spoken of 1s to be interpreted as the yoke of discipleship.

10001arke, 0D« nedt., PoR22.

101"Lﬂneburg K0, 1575," Die evangelischen Xirchenord-
nungen des XVI Jahrhunderts (Tdbingen: J. C. B. lohr, Paul
Siebeck, 1955), Vi, 661,

1027pe Lutheran Liturgy, »n. 1v.
103Cabrol, opa ¢it., p. 97.

104yne Lutheran Liturgy, ». 200. The Lutheran Lec-
tionary, nn. 224, 225.
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The propers seem to be lacking any reference to the triple
honor of the csaints. The prcpers rather indicate thank-

fulness to God for His ceontinued rule in the Church.
The Annunciation

The general liturgical observance of the Annunciation
cannot be traced earlier than the seventh century, though
as early as the third century Christian chronographers had
fixed the twenty-fifth of March as the date of the Annuncia-
tion.105 Hippolytus, in the first half of the third cen-
tury, in commenting on the book of Daniel, says that Christ
wes killed and begotten on the twenty-fifth of March. Both
9%. Augustine and Tertullian reecho this. However, this
does not imply liturglical observance at that t1me.106

Before U400 A. D. & church in Nazareth wes dedicated to
The Annunciation. Whether this was the cause of a festival
or the building of the church was inspired by the Teast 1is
imposcsible to determine.107 An indication of such a primi-
tive feast of the Annunclation is a2 sermon by Proclus,

bishop of Constantinople around 446 A, p, 108

1055hepherd, ov. clt., v. 235.
1063ut1er, op. eit., I, 674,
1071vi4., p. 675.

1°8Kellner, op. eit., pp. 232, 233.
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By the seventh century the feast had become common and
well established as 1s attested by tThe Chronlcon Paschale
of 641 A, D.109 7The Fastern Church in the Council of
692 A. C.,, in Trullo, adonted Annuncilstion on the twenty-
fifth of March. The date entered the VWest when it was
adopted by Sergius I of Rome, 687 to 701 A. p,110 Propers
are found in the Gelssian Sacramentary but not in the
Gregorlan Sacramentary tlll after Alcuin's revision at the
end of the eighth century.lll

The date of celebration has differed widely. The
Auxerre recension of the Hieronymian Martyrology of about
595 L. D. places a “depogltio” of Mary on the elghteenth of
Januasry. In Milan, Aguileia, and Ravenna the Annunciation
was kept on the lest Sundey in Advent.ll2 The Council of
Toledo éf 656 L, D. deplorsd the diversity of dates and
placed it on the eighteenth of December. The early
Hozarablc rite retained 1t for celebration on the

eighteenth.113

1°9Duchesne, ap.cite P 2%a

lloEisenhofer, op. ¢it., p. 154. Rietschel, op. git.,
P. 153. Shepherd, ov. oit., p. 236.

1llrarsons, op. cit., ». 78.
112.&1'5, op. ¢it., p. 51. Butlero ov. cit., l_h75'

I
113Butler, op. cit., I, 475. Clarke, op. cit., p. 22L.
Kellner, op. cit., p. 234.
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The significance of the twenty-fifth of March has been
manifold. Some of the anclent calendars cerry the note,

“Netale Mundi," or creation day.llu In the lilddle Ages the

twenty-fifth of March marked the beginning of the civil
Yeer. Untll 1751 the day was still observed ag New Year
in England.ll5 :
Doeg this day properly belong to our Lord or to the
Virgin Mery? OSome of the ancient titles would seem to in-
dicate it was early consldered a feast of our Lord. It

appeared az "Annuntlatio Domini," "Annuntiatio Chrisgti,"

and "Conceptio Christi."l16 1In the Roman Rite, Annunciation

ls regarded es a feast in honor of the Blessed Virgin

Mary.ll7 The Lutheran Liturgy seems to regard the feast

in honor of both Christ and His mother.ll8 The first
Introit has changed the originsl sense of the Psalm.
"Shall intreat Thy favor® is made to apply to God by the
capitelization of the pronoun. In the Psalm 1t applies to
the king's daughter. Thus, if it 1s used in fhat sense it

would apply to the Virgln Mary. The verse continues by

llnﬂorn, op.rcit., ‘p. 19k,

115A1exander, () el 8 ey o 45 o
lléﬂaerlng, ap. ‘eit., p. 151,
117Ke11ner, op.relts apoh 231

1181ne Lutheran Lit
2he Lutneran ur po. 189, 190. The Lutheran
Lectionary, pp. 203-206. d ’
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referring to the king's daughter, "fhe shall be brought.
. « +% The first Collect speaks of our Lord's incarnation
by the message of an angel whlle the second alludes to the
Virgin Mary's willing agreement to the angel's message.

The Gospel (Luke 1:26-38) and the Gradual contaln the
words, "Hail Mary." These two propers ought to incite
Christisns to thanksgiving, strengthening of falth, znd
imitation of the faith of the Virgln Mary. Christians
thank God for the incarnation of our Lord. They are
strengthened in falith when they see God's mercy in coming
Yo the lowly Virgin. They are led to imitate her faith
when they see her willing acceptance of the angel's mes-
sage. All three honors advocated by the Confessilons are

included in the celebraticn of Annuncilation.
3aint Mark the Tvangelist's Day

S8t. Mark, companion of St. Peter, St. Paul, and St;
Barnabas, i1s the traditional author of the second Gospel.
According to Eusebius in the fourth century, 5t. Mark was
the founder of the Church at Alexandria.ll® According to
tradition St. Mark was martyred at the season of Faster in
68 A, D. in Alexandria. The great solemnities of Serapis
were being celebrated. The mobs broke in upon St. Mark,

bound him, dragged him through the streets, and threw him

119shepherd, ov. cit., p. 236.
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into prison. The next day the performance was repeated
until 8%, Merk died. The peagan mob burned St. Mark's
body. Later Christians collected the bones and ashes, 120

Not t1ll the ninth century does St. Mark's name appear
on Western calenders.l?l The founding of St. Mark's cult
in the Vest 1s related to the removal of hieg relics. The
Venetians in 829 A, D, stole the supposed relics of St.
Yark from Alexandria and translated them to the cathedral
in Venice. They repose there under the high altar.l122

Rome did not adoot the feast till the twelfth century.
One explanation for this 1s the extreme conservatism of
Rome in not including saints who were not burlied or mar-

tyred in Rome.l23

The Litaniege Majores on the twenty-fifth of April in
Rome ccnsilderably predate the feast of St. Hark in Rome.
They probably go back to St. Gregory the Great. The roga-
tlon processions were the Christian adaptations of the
Robigalia occurring on the same day.lzu

According to the propers there 1s no expliclt statement

120Bar1ng-Gould, op. cit., IV, 336.
121 e11ner, ov. eit., D. 300.
1223hepherd, op. cit., p. 237.
123Rreeda, op. cit., p. 501.

E 12“Butler, op. eit., II, 162. Kellner, op. git., p.
1.
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of the three honors of the saints.2?5 The propers rether
carry the general theme of thanksgiving for the work of the
evangelist =28 CGod's apokesman to the Church through the

Sacred Scrilptures.
Saint Philip and Saint Jeamea the Apostles' Day

5t. Philip ceme from Bethsaida in Galilee and was
responsible for bringing Nathanesel to Christ. However, 5t.
Pnilip has been incorrectly identified with St. Philip the
Deacon mentioned 1n Acts. Eusebius quotes Clement of
Alexandria as saylng that the apostles were married. "For
Peter and FPhilip begat children; and Phillp also gave his
daughters in marriage."126 In the next book Eusebius speaks
of the apostle Philip and his daughters, but then he says,
“Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, mentions the daughters
of Philip who were at that time at Caesarea in Judeas with
thelr father, snd were honored with the gift of prophecy. *127
From thia it 1s evident that Fusebius identifies St. Philip
the evangelist and deascon with St. Philip the apcstle.

9%. Philip 1s supposed to have preached in Hierapolls

in Phrygla in 80 A. D. against the worshlp of a serpent.

125The Lutheran Liturgy, po. 200, 201. The Lutheran
Lectionary, pp. 225-225-227. .

126Euseb1us, op. git., vn. 162.
1271bid.
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The magistrates of the city seized him and hanged him on a
piller.128

The identification of S5t. James also presents problenms.
There are three James recorded in Sacred Scripiture; James
the son of Zebedee whose death 1s recorded in Acts 12:2,
James the brother of our Lord recorded in Acts 12:17 snd
15:13, end James the son of Alphaeus also one of the
twelve.l29 The identification of the Jemes commemorated
on this date 1s in question. The identification of James
the son of Alphasue and James the brother of our Lord has
been made and generslly followed,l30 However, Clement of
Alexandria maintained that these two James were two indi-
viduals and not to be confused.l3l Some scholars have fol-
lowed thils conclusion.l32 Perhaps the safest course %o
follow is that of Duchesne when he admits that he does not

know which James 1s really meant.133

128paring-Gould, op. clt., V, 2.
129H0rn, op. ¢it., p. 193,
130p1%, ov. cit., ». 87. The Book of Saints, p. 14,

| —— — S————

Butler, ov. _;g "II, 204, Clarke, op. cit., ». 225.
Xellner, op. clt., p. 293. Ldéhe, on. cit., p. 75. Otto L.
Schreiber, The Lives of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus The
Chrigt (Philadelbhia- General Council Publication House,

1912, p. 80.
131a1%, op. cit., p. 88.

13251exander, op. eit., p. 113. Baring-Gould, op. git

V, 5. Gehard Kunze, "Dié gottesdienstliche Zeit," Leitur 1

(Kaagel: Johannes Stauda Verlag. 1954), I, 485.
133Duchesne, op. git., p. 282.
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8t. James the brother of our Lord was called "the
Just." He remained a2t Jerugalem for thirty years after the
Regurrection and Ascenslon of our Lord and was finally
martyred by being cast from a pinnacle of the temple in
61 A. D, 13L Josephue reports that 5¢. James' death caused
great grief and regret to all good men even among the
Jews,135

The relics of both St. James and St. Philip were
teken to Home and placed in the Church of the Apostles
erected under Julius I, 341 to 352 A. D. Under Pelagius I,
556 to 561 A. D., the church was rebullt, and rededicated
under John III on May 1, 561 A. D., to the honor of St.
Philip and 3%. James. The church was usually referred to
28 Basilica Apostolorum. The feast 1s common to both the
Gelaslan and the Gregorian Sacramentaries,136

In medieval times iay Tve or Roodmas was one of the
four sabbaths of witches. In northern Europe 1t was also a
day of pagan festlvals and sacriflces to appease the

devil, 137

134Butler, ov. eit., II, 205. Ldhs, op. git., p. 76.
i

135Bar1ng-Gould, ops ¢i%.., 'V, 8

13601arke, op. oit., n. 225. Dix, op. eit., p. 377.
Duchesne, op. c¢it., p. 282. Frere, op. cit., p. 101.
Procter, op. cit., p. 325. Shepherd, ovo. cit., p. 238.

137Horn, op. git., p. 194.
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The propers again contain a general note of thanks-
glving for the work of the apostles as a whole. Through
the Collect thlis is directed especlally for the work of St.
Philip ané 5%. James.130

The Nativity Of Saint John the Baotist

Zhis feast was one of the earliest to gain universal
recognition. 35%. John the Baptist was an excevtlion to the
general rule--the ccommemoration of martyrs was confined to
the particular locale of the mertyr's death.l39 The East
ranks 5%. John the Baptlet nexi To Christ and the Virgin
Mary,luo although this commemoration is found at an earlier
date in the West than in the Bast.l¥1 sgt, Augugtine 1in the
fourth century left seven sermons for the day. In one of
the sermons 5%. Augustine remarked that the feast was
kept "by tradition of our forefathers." It can loglcaelly
be assumed that the feamst goes back at least to 375 A. D,1b2
In 506 A, D. the Council of Agde numbered the Nativity of

S%. John the Baptist as a chief festival. Christians were

1383ne Lutheran Liturgy, ». 201, Ihe Lutheran Lec-
Tionary, vp. 227, 228.

139ke11ner, ov. eit., p. 217.

140rR1etschel, op. cit., ». 154.

1k1pix, oo. git., ©. 378. Duchesne, op. eit., p. 271.
Reed, op. eit., p. 3. Shepherd, op. cit., p. 2k2.

Ke]

1%2pix, ov. eit., p. 378. Duchesne, op. git., p. 271.
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to attend services in thelr parish church on this day.1u3

The Leonine Sacramentary provlided a vigll, a fast, and
two masses, As early as the fifth century three masses
were celebrated on the Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist as
on Christmas. The Gelasgian Sacramentary contalins two
masses, and the CGregorlan Sacramentary has three. 144

The date of the Nativity of St. John depends on the
date of Christmeas, It falls on the same day exactly six
months before Christmas even though they appear one day
different on nresent day calendars. Both dates are the

VIII Kalends. The twenty-fourth of June is the VIII Kalends

of July, snd the twenty-fifth of December is the VIII
Kelends of January. Since June has thirty days, you arrive
&%t the date, the twenty-fourth, counting back from the end.
Since December has thirty-one days, the VIII Kalends falls
on the twenty-fifth.145

According to tradition Samarls was the place of 35t.
John's burial. His remains lay buried there till 362 A. D.

when, under the persecution of Jullan, the tomb was violated

and the remains burned. This alleged discovery of St. John's

relics gave impetus to the spread of the feast in hils honor.

1“3Kellner, opTrelty, e 218,
14k1p34,, p. 222,

152“5Cabrol, op. cit., p. 232, Eisenhofer, op. cit.,
p‘ L]
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St. John's head wae removed to Constantinople bstween 391
and 453 A, D, There arc three accounts of 1ts translation
to Constantinople.1“6

The twenty-Tourth of June has had pagan customs
asgociated with it. Bathing on the day was forbidden by
5%. Augustine as & pagan custom. A similar custom was re-
ported by Fetrarch in a letter to Cardinal Colonna as late
28 1330. The women of Cologne are described ir the letter
a8 washing in the Rhone that 211 ills of the coming yesar
might be cleansed., The custom still prevails in %Walloon
country. The fcurth canon of the Council of Leptines,

743 A, D., forbade the pagan custom of fire maeking on the
day. In gpite of this the use of fires hzs continued to
modern times ss a way of observing Midsummer.lu?

The triple honor of the saints is clearly brought out
in the propers for this feast.l”® The Introit carries the
note of thanksgiving, "1% ls a good thing to give thanks
unto the Lord." The strengthening of faith is contalined
in the first Collect, "we may at all times find comfort and
Joy in his witness.” The second Collect speaks of imlita-
tion of faith and other virtues, "we may know this Thy

salvation and serve Thee in holiness and righteousnegs."

146Ke1iner, op. ¢li., po. 219-222.
14758aring-Gould, op. eit., VI, 333.

148The Lutheran Liturgy, pp. 201, 202, The Lutheran
Lectionary, pp. 229-231.
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Saint Peter and Saint Paul the Apostles!' Day
The Jjoint celebration of the two apostles has had
varied explanations. According to one tradition both S5t.

~ Peter and 5%. Paul suffered martyrdom on the twent&-ninth

of June in 67 A. D. Another tradition states that they

were both martyred on the same day but in different years.1l49

Frere, cn the other hand, believes that the joint observance
does no%t rest on any history of thelr death. Rather they
were martyred at two different spots at two different times.
5%. Peter and 8t. Paul were early assoclzted in men's minds
ag the founders of the Church at Home. UWhen the cult of
the mertyrs gained impetus in the third century it was
natural to give them a Joint festival. 150

Vhether St, Peter was ever in Rome has been argued by
the scholars. Karl Heussl concludes that the "unanimous'
ldea that S%. Peter worked in Rome cannot be proved with
certainty.151 Ogear Cullmann states that the proof of St.
Peter's stay in Rome must be derived from the literary wit-

negss. On the basis of that he concludes that 5t. Peler was

149A1t, op. cit., p. 79. Baring-Gould, op. eit., VI,
L53. Léhe, op. clt., p. 105. Shepherd, op. eit., p. 243.

15°Frere, op.-eit.  pp.. 1092710 .0
151Kar]l Heussi, Die r8mische Petrustredition in

kritischer Sicht (T#bingen: J. C. B. Mohr, Paul Siebeck,
19557, ». 59.
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in Rome and was martyred there under Nero.152

The tradition that St. Peter was in Rome 18 attested
by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth in 170 A. D. He states in
his epistle to the Romans,

You have thus by such admonition bound together the

planting of Peter and Faul at Rome and Corinth. For

both of them planted and likewise taught us in our

Corinth. And they taught together in like manner in

Italy, and suffered martyrdom at the same time.l53

At one time 1% was generally accepted that St. Peter
was bishop in Rome for twenty-five years. This was besed
on incorrect chronological data, 5% The Guo Vadig legend
about St. Peter's return to Rome was first related by S5t.
Ambrose in his sermon agsainst Auxentius. Tertullian reports
that St. Peter was crucified head downwards.l55 Eusebius,
on the authority of Origen, adds that the downward position
wes of St. Peter's own choice.l56

5t. John Chrysostom records that St. Paul converted

one of Nero's favorite concublneg. By inducing her to

pursue a 1ife of chastity, St. Paul incurred the wrath of

1520gcar Cullmenn, Peter: Discinle--Apostle--Martyr,
translated from the German by Floyd V. Fllson (Philadelphia:
The VWestminster Press, 1953), pp. 70-152.

153Eusebius, ov. cit., p. 130.

—

154Butler, op. cit., II, 667.

. 155Baring-Gould, op. ¢it., VI, 429. Butler, ov. cit.,
IX, 667. _

156Eusebius, op. eit., p. 132.

v -




110
the emperor who imprisoned nim. 157 As a Roman citizen, by
Valerian and Parcilan law, St. Paul was exempt from cruci-
fixion. COrucifixion was reaerved for eglaves and malefactors.
5t. Paul suffered death by decapitation which was considered
a more noble death,158

The Joint celebratlion of the two apostles dates from

an early time. The Philocalian Calendar of 336 and 354 A. D,

lists the day as deposition, "Petrl ad Catacumbas et Pauli

Ostense," adding the date 258 A, D. It ig thought that the
258 date records the institution of the joint feast.l3?
Lietzmann reconstructs this to read,

Petri in Vaticano

Petri et Paull in catacumbag 6
et Paull Ostens;. Tusco et Basso consulibius. 160

The feaet found acceptance over all the Church. It is
recorded in the Arien martyrology, the Armenian calendar,
and the Hegtorian calendar although on different dates.

The twenty-ninth of June was a well established date in
¥ilan when S5t. Ambrose was bishop. St. Augustine has left
Tive sermons for the feast. The feast was lntroduced at

Constantinople in 491 A. D. when the Roman senator Festus

157Bar1ng—Goulﬁ., 9op. _Q_lt-_n VI, h’53‘

1581bid. Lé&he, ov. ecit., p. 106,

159Duchesne, op. cit., . 277. Elsenhofer, op. cit.,
P. 156. Kellner, op. cit., p. 28k,

160Hans Lietznann, Petrus und Paulus in Rom (Bonn:
A, Marcus und E. Weber's Verlag, 1915), . 83.
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induced Emperor Anastasiu to celebrate the day.161

According to the view held by many Roman archeolo-
glsts, the bodles of 5%, Peter and 5t. Paul were in 258 A. D,
conveyed from their tombs on the Vatican snd Ostlan Way to
a hiding place, ad catacumbas, on the Applan Way close to
the eite cof the oresent basilica of S4t. Sebagtian, 162
Between 1915 and 1922 excavatlions were made that revealed
the basin or hollow (ngﬁw). The original name “"catacomb”
derives from the netural depression in the ground (ﬁ(%?ﬁ
KgJ“%ufnJ ). Walls of & large room constructed about
250 A, D, were also discovered. From the decroation and
detalls 1t was a place intended for a meeting of a cere-
monial nature, perhaps the z2gapz. Seceribblings still re-
maining in the plaster cerry inscriptions to St. Peter and
8%. Paul, UNearly eighty of these Latin and Greek lnscrip-
tions are legible to the point of reading the apostles'
names.163 It has been suggested that the apostles' bodies
vere transferred here in 258 A, D. and later removed to

their respective basllicas.lsu

& ————

’ 161414, op. eit., p. 80. Kellner, op. ocit., pp. 282-
285, -

1625hepherd, ov. cit., p. 24k,

—— ——

1638utier, op. cit., II, 667, 668.

16“Cabrol. op. eit., ». 92. Duchesne, op. git., p.
277. Procter, op. cit., p. 325.
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Between 1938 and 1950 excavetlions were made under St.
Peter's Basilica. Remains of a tomb and a body were found.
Whether they are the humen remains of £t. Peter can not bhe
determined, 165

The general trend in the observance of St. Peter and
8%, Paul the Apostles' Day has been to commemorate 3t.
Peter at the expense of 5t%. Paul. The Leonine Sacramentary
provides masses for both. The Gregorian Sacramentary lists
a vigll and a feast for both. The Gelasian BSacramentary
lists a mass for Bt. Peter, one for both, and a third mass
for St. Paul on the following day.166 The rezson for this
mey be found in the celebratlion accorded the apostles in
Rome, Prudentius in 405 A, D. reported that he vigited
the tombs of the zpostles and thelr churches, Since the
dlstance was great, it was fatiguing to celebrate mass in
both places on the same day. Thus, the celebraticn was cut
in hal? with S¢t. Paul commemorated on the followlng day.167
The propers of The Lutheraﬁ Liturgy follow this pattern of
commemorating only St. Peter although St. Paul is named 1n

the Collect.168

165Butier, op. oit., II, 668.
166rrere, op. eit., pp. 109-112.

167Gabrol, op. cit., . 235. Kellner, op. cit., p. 285.

168The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 203. The Lutheren Lectlon-
ary, po. 231-233.
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The general theme of the propers conveys the triple
honor that the Confessiona approve. The Epiatle (Acts 12:.
1-11) relates the story of God's deliverance of St. Peter
from prison. The CGospel (Matthew 16:13-20) relates St.
Peter's confession of Christ. Both of these propers should
lead Christians to give thanks. Strengthening of faith is
gseen in the Collect and the Gradual through which the Church
is reminded of the martyrdom of the apostles. Imitation of
the apostles' Taith and 1life is especilally contained in the
Collect, "with like constancy we may at all times be ready

to lay down our lives Tor Him,"
The Visitation

The Visitation originated in France in the middle of
the thirteenth century. The Council of Le Mans, 1247,
ordered its observance in that dlocese. 5t. Bonaventure,
General of the Friars linor, ordered it observed in that
order in 1263. Since the Franciscan breviary was widely
used, the feast found its way into many parish churches.
The archbishop of Prague, John of Jenstein, induced Pope
Urban VI to introduce it in the hope that through the sup-
bPlication of the Virgin Mary the schism of the Church
might be healed. Boniface IX published the decree of his
bredecessor in the first year of his reign, 1389. The
Council of Basel in 1441 decreed it be celebrated in the
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entire Vestern Church, 169

Why the second of July was plcked is unclear. It 1s
rather an unhapoy cholice chronologically. The Visitation
should logicelly precede the Nativity of St. John the
Baptist since the CGospel records that 9%, John leaped 1in
the womb of 3t., Elizabeth. The second of July has besen
celebrated in the Eastern Church since Emperor Leo I,
469 A. D., as the translation of Mary's garments at
Constantinople. Perhans the date was plcked because it
was being used in the Eastern Church for a feast of the
Virgin Mary.170

The Visitation, a minor festival, was presumably re-

tained in the Lutheran Kirchenordnung of the sixteenth

century because 1% was based on an incident recorded in
Seripture. 1% is recorded in the first chapter of St.
Luke, verses thirty-nine and following.171

The resounding note of the vrcpers is the honor of
thanksgiving to God for the mercy that He has shown.l72

The words of Mary herself bring this out. "My soul doth

1698aring-Gould, op. eit., VII, 32. Heering, op. cit.,
P. 154. Rietschel, op. cit., . 156.

as 170p1x, op. e¢it., p. 376. Kellner, op. cif., DpD. 266-

171Reed, ob. cit., p. 504.

172The Lutheran Liturgy, pp. 191, 192, Ihe Lutheran
Lectionary, po. 206-209.
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magnify the Lord." The Collects include the honor of
imitation. "Grant us grece in 211 humility and meekness

to receive Thy word,"
Saint Mary Magdalene's Day

It has been generally held that $t. Mary lagdalene
was the sinner who anointed oui Lord's feet, the sister of
Martha and Lazarus of Bethany, and the witness to the.
Rigen Christ.l?3 This tradition of identifying the thres
ags 5%, Mary lagdalene hes been attested to by Tertullian,
Victor of Antloch, snd S8%. Gregory the Creat.l7% The
Roman Martyrology has followed this identification.l?5
Although this identification has been generally followed
in the VWest, 5%. Ambrcse, St. Albert the Great, and 5t.
Thomes Agquinas did not accept the identification and left
it an open question.176 The Easgt has always held that
St. Mary Magdslene and St. Mary of Bethany wére two dif-

ferent people.l77

173Butler, op. eit., III, 161. Cabrol, op. eit.,
P. 295. Kellner, op. ¢it., pp. 309, 310.

174Baring Gould, op. eit., VIII, 508, Parsch, on.
eit., III, 429.

175Butler, op. cit., III, 161, Parsch, ov. cit.,
I1I, 429. R

176Butler, op. eit., III, 161.

177Baring-Gould, op. oit., VIII, 508. Kellner, on.
-gn.i—t’ 2 p- 310'
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A nunber of tales sprang up in The lMlddle Ages aboub
8t. Mary Magdslene. One sgtory related that she was engaged
to £¢. John the apostle. Yhen he followed Chrigt and left
her, she gave herself over to a life of lust. Our Lord
conversed her because 1t was not Titting that the call of
one should be the occasion for the damnation of another.178
Another tradition relates that she accompanlied St. John and
The Virgin Mary to Echesus, died, and was buried thers.
5%. ¥Willibald was ehown her shrine when he visited Ephesus
in the eighth century.l?? The tradition of the Roman
Martyrology is that she together with Martha and Lazarus
evangellized Provence in France. Her suppeosed relics have
been kept by the abbey of Vezelay in Burgundy since 1279.
The story of evangelization seems to have originated in the
eleventh century.l80

The liturgical celebration of St. Mary Hagdalene ap-
pears for the first time in the tenth century Verona Missal.
It 1s found in some eleventh century missals, and was
finally adopted by Rome in the thirteenth century.l8l

The dey wes extremely popular in pre-Reformation

178Butler, ovn. eit., III, 162.
1791v14.

P— —— S— ——— <

18lciarke, op. cit., ». 228.
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Germany. Luther favored the retention of the day.182

The Lutheran Liturgy has ldentifled S5t. Mary Magdalene

as the sinner who anointed our Lord's feet.l183 The main
etress of the propers 1s that Christlians are to honor her
example of a penitent life. The CGospel (Luke 7:36-50)
brings this out most strikingly by relating the hisforilcal
fact of the anointing. The Eplstle (Proverbs 31:10-31)
applies the example of a virtuous woman to the lives of
Christians. The Collect has changed the person whom we are
to follow 28 an example from St. Mary lagdalene to our
Lord, "delly endeavor ourselves to follow the blessed steps

of His most%t holy 1life."
Saint James the Elder the Apostle's Day

8%. James, the flrst martyr, the son of Zebedee, and
brother of 2%t. John, was martyred by Herod Agrippa I at
Easter time in 43 or 4L A, D.lgu

8%. James was buried at Jerusalem, but, again accord-
ing tec the tradition of Spain dating from about 830 A, D.,
the body was translated first to Iria Flavia, now El Padron,

in Galicia, and then to Compostela, Spain. During the

182Horn, op. cit., p. 219.

183The Lutheran Liturgy, vo. 203, 204. IThe Lutheran
Lectionary, pp. 234-237.

18%x1%, op. cit., p. 83. Clarke, ov. eit., p. 228.
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lMiddle Ages the shrine of Santlago in Compostela became one
of the greatest of all Christisn shrines.l85 The relics
8till rest in the cathedrsl at Compostels., Leo XIII in
1884 referred to the relics as authentic although their
genuineness 1s seriously ﬁiaputed.186

A legend relates thet S5t. James preached the Goapel
in Bpain befores he was martyred by Herod Agrippa. in
Paleatine. Isldore of Seville in the seventh century is
the first to make mention of the legend, bui he mistakenly
calls St. James the asuthor of the eplatle.l87 S+, Julien
of Toledo rejected this alleged visit of the apostle %o
his country.l88

In VYestern calendars 5%. James' appearance is ascribed
%o Charlemagne. The commemoration of 8%, James dates from
the ninth century in Spain.189

The cholice of the twenty-fifth of July may be con-
nected with the translatlon of the relics of St. James.190

The Greeks, Russisns, Copts, Maronites, and Abyssinians

185Butler, op. ¢it., III, 183, Parach, op. eit.,
III. b‘3?0 Shepherd, _9_2. git. ’ po 2!‘!'6-

186Butier, op. eit., III, 183.

187Baring-Gould, op. cit., VIII, 550. Cabrol, ob.
Q—L_.‘l pi 2390

1888utler,rgg.‘cit., TET 183
189Ke11ner, op. eit., p. 292.
190¢1arke, ov. cit., ». 228.
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keep the thirtieth of‘Aprll o8 8%, James the Elder.l191

The vropers lesd in a giving of thanks.192 The Col-
lect for the day evokes the honor of example. "As Thy
Apogtle 8t., James readlly obeyed . . . we may by Thy grace
be enabled . . . to follow." The Goaspel (Matthew 20:20-28)
reveals the service of atrengthening of faith. The mother
of 5t. James had asked for & speclal place for her son.
Our Lord's answer, while a rebuke, leads to strengthening
of faith, Finnlly, the Epistle (Romend 8:28-39) with its
emphasis on CGod's love in tribulation, underatecd in the
light of the mertyrdom of the first aspostle, leads the
Church to give thanks for God's mercy in His dealings with

8%, James ond with sll Christiens.

o

2int Bartholomew the Apostle's Day

Beyond the fact of his existence nothing certain is
known about St. Bartholomew. Bartholomew is a patronymic
meaning "son of Tolmai." The traditional identification of
St. Bartholomew with Nathanesel is only a reasoned guess.l?3
S%. John's Gospel never mentiocns Bartholomew, while the

Synoptic Gospels meke no mention of Nathanael. The Syncpile

191Baring-Gould, op. cit., VIII, 526,

1927he Lutheran Liturgy, p. 204. The Lutheran Lec-
Xlonary, pp. 237-279.

i 24593Cabr01, op. cit., p. 306. Shepherd, op. cit.,
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Gospels constantly link St. Phlliv and S%. Bartholomew
just a8 the Fourth Gospel links St. Phillp and Nathanael.
Thus the identification is mede.l9%

Popular tradition of 3t. Bartholonmew is summed up in
the Roman Martyrology. "Presched the Gospel of Christ in
India, thence to Greater Armenla where he converted many
people and was fleyed allve by the barbarians."125 The
earliest reference to India is glven by Fusebius in the
fourth century. He reletes that a hundred years before,
Pantaenus went to Indis and found the CGospel of 3%. Matthew
which the people sald St. Bartholomew brought.195 Hdwever,
"India®" in the Latin and Greek writers referred to Arabis,
Ethiopia, Libya, Parthia, and Persia.l97 The Greek
Menclogy of Emperor Basil relates that St. Bartholomew went
To Hierapolls in Phygia.lgs Finally, the town of Albansa on
the shore of the Caspian Sea north of Csucasus hes a strong
tradition that St. Bartholomew met martyrdom there, 199

5t. Bartholomew's Day first appears 1in the

lguButler, op. elik,, IIX, 391,
1951p14,

1965, p1ng-Gould, op. eit., IX, 255.
1978utier, op. eit., III, 392.
198Baring-Gould, op. cit., IX, 256.

1991114,
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sacrementaries of the ninth century.?90 The twenty-fourth
of August 1ls sald %o commemorate the translation of 3¢.
Bartholomew's relics. There are confllcting stories re-
garding the translation of the reliecs. One legend relates
that Emperor O0tto II cordered the relics translated to Rome
in 832 A. 0,201 Another states that Emperor Anastasius
removed the relics %o Daras on the borders of the
lFesopotamia in 500 A, D.202 The final story relates that
when 5%. Bartheclowmew was martyred at Derbend, the king, to
make sure the body would not fall into Christian hands, put
the body in & lead coffin and threw 1t into the Caspian Ses.
The coffin floated like wood and ssiled to the island of
Lipari near Sicily. In 839 A. D. it was translated %o
Beneventum and finally to Rome.203

S8ince 1little is known of 5%. Bartholomew, the reference
o him in the opropers is limited to the Collect.20¥ The
Collect leade the Church to give thanke to God for the
mercy of providing acostles end faithful stewards of the

Gospel, eenecially S5t. Bartholomew.

200¢3arke, opn. cit., ». 230. Frere, ov. cit., ». 127.

201714, op. cit., p. 86.
202peed, op. cit., p. 505.
203Baring-Gould, op. cit., IX, 258.

20LTne Lutheran Liturgy, o. 205. The Lutheran Lec-
Sionary, vp. 230200, :
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Saint VYatthew the Apostle and the Evangelist's Day

Little is known of &8%. Matthew other than the informa-
tlon reported by 3t. Matthew 9:9. The Galilean publican
was first celled lLevi and named Matthew when he became a
follower of our Lord.<05

The field of 5t. Matthew's lsbor is much disputed.
Eusebius said that 3t. Matthew went to Ethiopla. 8¢t.
Ambrose reported that he went to Peria. Isidore of Seville
stated that 5t. Matthew labored smong the lacedonlans. St.
Irenacus and Clement of Alexandrla list his actlivity among
the Hebrews. <The most accredited opinion is that 5%.
Hatthew waas the apostle to Ethlopiae since accounts of his
martyrdom are extant in Africa.206

St. Matthew's martyrdom is an open question., Heraclean,
disciple of Vslentine, living in the second century, sald
that St. Matthew died a natural death. Clement, Origen,
end Tertullian attest this.207

The feast of St. lMatthew i1s of Eastern origins and

spread tardily to the West. It entered the West through

205Butler, op. cit., III, 609.

20641%, on.- . p. 87. Butler, op. eit., III, 610.
Cabrol, op. cit., p. 308. L&he, op. cit., . 160.

207Baring-Gould, op. cit., X, 324.

L ————
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the sacrementarlies of the ninth century.zoa The Eastern
Church celebrates him on the sixteenth of HNovember. The
Western date of the twenty-first of September 1s supposed
fo be derived from the translation of St., Hatthew's relics
to Salerno, Itely, in 954 A. D.209 Hig relies are claimed
by Salerno,?l0 Naples, Monte Cassino, Rome, and Bologna.2ll

The Collect leads the Church %o imitate the example of
St. Matthew in following Christ.212 The Epistle (Ephesians
L:7-14) and the Gospel (ilatthew 9:9-13) encourage Chris-

tiens to give thanks for the gift of apostles and evan-

gelists,213
Saint Michael's and All Angels' Day

The‘cultus of angels and especlally St. Michael cen
be traced back to remote antiquity. Conatantine built a
church in honor of S%. Michael on the Bosphorus. On the
opposite Asiatic headland of the Bosphorus, Justinian erected

another church to £%. Nichael.zlu The present commemoration

208Frere, op. clt., p. 134, Shepherd, op. git., ». 250.
20971%, op. cit., ». 87.

210¢abrol, op. cit., D. 308. .Clarke, op. eit., p. 232.
leBaring-Gould, op. cit., X, 324,

2127ne Luthersn Liturgy, p. 205.

2137he Lutheran Lectionary, pp. 240, 241.

21uK911ner, op. cit., po. 238.
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of 3t. lMichael goes back to the dedication of a basilica

on the Via Selarias seven mlleg from Rome. Little ies known

of this church that was superseded by two churches of 5t.
Michael 1ln the clty of Rome. The cultus of 3t. Michsel
therefore dates from at least the fifth century, perhaps
much earlier.?l5 The Leonins Sacramentary gives five
magges for the dedicatlon of 8t. ¥ichael's in Rome on the
Tthirtieth of September. The Gelasian Sacramentsry places
St. Michael on the twenty-ninth of September. This latter
date is followed by the Gregorien Sacramentary.216

The cultus of St. Michael was extremely popular during
the iiddle Ages. He was popularly thought to be the angel
who conducted people into the realms of blisgs. St. Michael's
Day divides the season of Trinity and 1s the beginning of
the school terma end court gessions in England.217

The Council of layence in 813 A, D. adopted the
Teast.21® In France the Synod of Tours, 858 4. D., fixed

the date.?l? 1In England King Bthelred in 1014 provided

215Butler, op. cit., III, 679. Frere, on. git.

Procter, ov. cit., p. 325. Shepherd, op. git., p. 251.

216!)ucheane, op. clt., b. 276.

217Horn, op. cit., pp. 203, 204,

218314, op. eit., p. 75. O'Shea, op. cit., p. 293.

—————

219Kellner,'gg. olt., p. 331.
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the day be observed with a vigll 2nd o three day feast,220
The nopular name of the feast is Michaelmas. The
Roman Missal's commemoration still bears the title,

"Dedicationis S. Michaells Archangelil." However, the

prayers of the ligsael meke 1% elear that all ggod engels
are to be included.?2l The Romen Migsal 2lso commemorates
the Gueardien Angels, St. Gebriel, end 5t. Raphael.?22 The
Lutheran Liturgy adds "All Angels" to the name of 3t.
tichael'e Day. The inclusion of all the angels is men-
tioned in 2 number of sixteenth century Kirchenordnungen.223
At least one entitles the day, "St. Michael, Archangel and
All Angels."22% Another source for the addition of "All
Angels" may have been the 1662 edition of the Book of

Common Praver.<225

The =zddition "All Angels" in 1941 is certainly appro-

priate in the propers of the liturgy.226 The dominsnt note

220Reed. __O_go Cit-, p- 50?'

22lButler, op. cit., III, 679.

222¢ellner, ov. olt., p. 328.

2238gyhl1a, 1562," Die evengelischen Kirchenordnungen
dee XVI Jahrhunderts, edited by Emil Sehling (Lelpzlg:
0. R, Reisland, 1904), II, 350. "Anhalst, 1568," ibid.,

D. 569. ‘"Preussen, 1544," op. cit., 1911, IV, 68.
"Pommern Agends, 1569," ibid., p. 469.

22l igurlandische KO, 1570," op. cit., 1913, ¥, 98.

225Clerke, op. cit., p. 232.

226The Luthepan Liturgy, op. 206, 207. Ihe Lutheran
Lecbionsry, po. 2b2-2bh.
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of the day ls thanksglving for the work of the angeis in
alding Christians. This is especlally clear in the Introit,
Collect, =and Graduval. The power of God evidenced in Hie

engels is alsc an encouragement and strengthening of falth.
Saint Luke the Evangelist's Day

2t. Luke, tradltionally 2 native of Antioch, 1s called
the "beloved ohysician" in Colosslans b:ilk, 8t. Luke, ac-
cording to an early tradition, was unmarried and wrote his
Gospel while in Greece. At the age of eighty-four he diled
a8 the bishop of Boeotian Thebes,227

Begldes being a physiclan 5t. Luke is reputed to have
been an artist. A writer of the sixth century stated that
Fmpress Eudokia had a century before sent to St. Pulcheria
an icon of our Lady supposedly painted by St. Luke,228

St. Gregory of Naziasnzue indicates that 5%t. Luke was
a martyr. Gaudentiuvs, bishop of Bresclia in the fifth cen-
tury, also speaks of St. Luke as having been martyred.
Later in the eighth century Flias of Crete denied that 3%,
Luke was martyred.Z229

22751%, op. ¢it., p. 91. Butler, opo. cit., IV, 143.

Sel 228Bytler, op. eit., IV, 143. Cabrol, gp. cit., D.

229Baring-Gould, on. cit., XII, b69.

.
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During fthe fourth century the supposed relics of 5t.
Luke were discovered. Emperor Constantlus II ordered the
relics brought to Constantinople. On March 3, 357 A. D,
St. Luke's relics slong with those of St. Andrew and St.
Timothy were translated to the Church of the Apostles in
Constantinople.?30 The feast of 8t. Luke first appeared
in the Yest on the eighteenth of October in the sacra-
mentaries of the ninth century.23l

The propers are an ascription of thanksgiving for the
evengelists =nd in particular for St. Luke.232 This theme
1s brought out in the Introit, the Collect, and the Gradual.
The Epistle (2 Timothy 4:5-15), relating the desertion of
S8t. Paul in prison by his fellow laborers, gives an example
of the steadfastness of St. Luke. 3St. Paul says, "Only
Luke 1g with we." The third honor of imitation of S5t.

Luke's steadfastness 1s placed before the Church.
Saint Simon and Saint Jude the Apostles' Day

Very 1ittle is known of these two apostles. - They are
mentioned together in Luke £:14-16 and agaln 1in Acts 1:13.

St. Simon wag surnemed Zelotes. This may refer to hls zeal

262 230kel1ner, op. elt., p. 289. Shepherd, op. gil., D.

231Frere, op. cit., p. 134,

2327ne Lutheren Liturgy, ». 207. The Lutheran Lec-
tionary, op. 2LL-2ZL7.
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for the law and does not necessgarlly meean that he was &

member of the Jewish varty, the Zealots.233 In the Gospels

of St. ¥ark and 5%, Matthew, 3t. Simon is called a Canaanifte,

and St. Jude is replaced by Thaeddaeus also called Lebbzeus.
Thaddeus 1ls called the brother of James and is usually re-
gerded as the brother of St. Jemee the Less,23%

Perhaps bscause there is so little known about these
two apostles, the legends about thelir lives abound. VWestern
tradition generslly holds that St. Simon after preaching 1in
Egypt jolned £%. Jude who came from Mesopotamla. Both then
proceeded to FPersie where they were martyred together.235
Pgeudo-Dorotheus says that 5t. Simon labored in Africa and
Britain. PFseudo-Hippolytue relates that 8t. Simon succeeded
8t. James the brother of our Lord as bishop at Jerusalem
living to be 120 years old and dyling a peaceful death.236
Another tradition states that S5t. Jude married and ralsed

e. famlly before accompanying St. Simon to Persia.237

233Butier, op. eif., IV, 213, 214. Shepherd, ov. ecit.,
p' 25“’.

234Bytiler, op. cit., IV, 214, Léhe, op. cit., ». 189.
Parsch, ov. ecit., IIL, 716. Schreiber, op. cit., P. 124,

298 235Cabpo1’ Ob. cit., D. 362. Kellner, op. git., Dp.

, op. cit., p. 89. Baring-Could, op. eit., XII,




129

Yhy the twenty-elghth of October was selected for com-
memoration is unknown. Both apostles were supposedly
martyred on the first of July. The feast made ite way into
the calendar through the sscramentaries of the ninth cen-
tury.238

In accord with the vegue information avallable, the
propers for the commemoration are vague.??? The Introit,
Collect, and Gradusl are the common propers for zpostles.
Both the Epistle fl Peter 1:3-9) and the CGospel (John 15:
17-21) spesk of persecution and can be interpreted as a

forewerning toc strengthen faith.
All Sailnts' Day

A Teast in honor of all the martyrs of God has been
known from en early date in the Church. How the commemora-
tlon evolved into the November first date in honor of all
the saints is stlll a problem. St. Ephrasem who died 1n
373 A. D. mentions a feast kept in honor of "the martyrs of
all the esrth." The date was apparently fixed on the
thirteenth of lMay. Thls may have been the reason for

choosing the thirtsenth of May for the dedicatlion of the

238c1arke, ob. oit., v. 233. Frere, op. cit., P. 135.
Shepherd, op. cit., p. 254.

2397he Lutheran Liturgy, p. 207. The Lutheran
Lectionary. pp. oh6ozhy. o T
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Pantheon in Rome to 2t. Mary and A1l the Martyrs in
609 A, D.240

A feaat? 1in honor of all martyrs cen be traced through
geveral stages. Emperor Phocas gave the Pantheon to
Boniface IV who dedicated it to All Martyrs in 609 4, D,241
Under CGregory III, in the eighth century, an oratory was
dedicated to "All Apostles, MHartyrs, Confeszsors, and All.
at Rest."242 During the ninth century the date in honor
of All Saint%s was changed to the first of November. 243

A number of arguments and counter-arguments have been
advanced as to the reason for the change from the thirteenth
of Mgy to the first of November. One theory is that the day
wag so populer that pllgrims flocked into the city of Rome.
In spring the food supply was low. In order to alleviate
the situation the date was changed to November since food
was more plentiful at thet season.24¥ Shepherd believes
that the Hovember festival was actually an Irish invention

that spread to England, to the continent, and finally %o

2h0Bytier, ov. cit., IV, 234.

C— e

2bl1.8he, op. cit., p. 192. Procter, op. cit., P. 326.

242p1%, op. cit., p. 79. Clarke, op. cit., p. 234

243Butler, op. eit., IV, 23&; Cabrol, op. cit., D.
357. Frere, op. cit., op. 136-138. Kellner, op. git.,
Pp. 324, 325.° Shepherd, op. cit., p. 256.

2M‘Kellne'r, op. cit., ». 325.
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Rome,zuﬁ Some evidence seems to point TGo the fact that the
November feasst may have been kept in England a century be-
fore it was generally adopted.245 Emperor Louis the Plous,
with the consent of all the bishops of Gaul and Germany,
introduced the feast in the empire in 835 A, D,2%7

During the Middle Ages All Saints was extremely popular
in Englaend, Wrance,‘lreland, and Germany. It was retvained

in & number of Lutheran Kirchencrdnungen of the sixteenth

century. However, the celebration of the Reformation has
generally over-shadowed the ancient and ecumenical feast
of the Church,248

In this festival the Church is mindful not only of
those saints celebrated during the year, but also of the
many others who have no feast in their honor. It 1s a day
when 211 the faithful departed are remembered. The propers
for All Saints' Day are gtrong in thanksgiving to God for
the mercy shown sll Hie salnts.2%®9 The propers are also an
exhortation to imitate the faith and 1life of God's saints.
The Gospel (Matthew 5:1-12), recording the Beatitudes, and

2455nepherd, oo. cit., p- 256.
2“6Frere, op. cit., p. 138.
247Kellner,,gg. eit., p. 325.
248Horn, op. cit., pp. 208-210.

2497he Lutheran Liturgy, . 208. The Lutheran Lec-
Xionary, pn. 247-250.
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the Collect lead to the honor of imitation. "Graﬁt us grace
80 to follow Thy Dlegsed saints in 2ll virtuous and godly
living." The Introit, Epletle (Revelation 7:2-17), and

the Gredual are a cry of thanksgiving.
Sumnmary of the Propers

In only a few instances such a8 the Nativity of St.
John the Baptist and 5%, Peter and St. Paul the Apostles!
Day do all three honore of the salnts advocated in the
Confessions come out clearly. In other commemorations such
as 5t. John the Tvangelist's Day, 8t. Mark the Evangelist's
Day, and £t. Bartholomew the Apostle's Day they are com-
pletely azbsent. Reed polints out that many of the propers
are from npre-Reformation sources and were certainly not com-
posed with the Confessions' triple honor of the saints in
mind.250 In spite of this, the propers, consldered as a
whole, are in harmony with the theology of the Lutheran

Church on the matter of saints and thelr honor.

250R¢eda, op. cit., po. 493-511.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

It has been pointed out in the historical survey that

the seints! days of The Lutheran Liturgy are qulte old.

The youngest, Visitation, is about 569 years old while many
of the others date back to the fourth and fifth centuries.
From the historical survey 1%t is evident that salnts' days

de have a place in the calendar of The Lutheran Liturgy.

The propers of the saints! days are in harmony with
the official attitude of the Lutheran Church respecting the
honor of the saints as expressed in the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession. The propers of the saints' days in-
cluded the threefold honor of thanksgilving, strengihening
of Taith, and imitation of faith end other virtues.
Theologically they are well within the ecope of the worship
of the Church, _

It 18 only the present day non-use of the saints' days
that argues agsinst them. Even here the complete disregard
of the saints! days 1s & rather modern innovation in the
Lutheran Church. It would eppear that instead of veing an
argument against them, 1%t i an argument in favor of keep-
ing end celebrating the saints' days. Any major revision
of the calendar that might affect Lutherans in the United

States for a long time to come should be tempered by sound
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historical Jjudgment. The recent non-celebration of the
saints' days by the Lutheran Church must be viewed against
the centuries that the saints! were regulerly commemorated
by the Church.
The present investigation séeks only %o show that the

salnts' days on the celendar of The Lutheran Liturgy are

historically warranted, in keeping with the theology of the
Lutheran Church, and have been used by the Church with
profit for centuries.

The entire matter of the calendar, especially the
sainte' days and festivals, needs much further study. The
calendar =ze now conetituted gives the 1mpression that after
the apostolic age nothing of importance happened till
October 31, 1517. There is nothing to remind Christlans
of those who lived the falth and often died for it during
the fifteen centuries before the Reformation and the four
thereafter. Might not such men as 8%. Lawrence, St.
Ambrose, 3%. Augustine, St. Martin, and S%t. Francis be
added to the cslendar of the Lutheran Church? What of men
such as Luther, Gerhardt, Mthlenberg, and Walther? Should
the title "gsaint" be restricted only to those in Scripiure
or to those who are so certified by the Roman Curia?

The lives of the saints continually remind Christians
of the great host of witnesses who have gone before. They
stand asg & continual reminder of the existence of the Body
of Christ, and of the fact that the Church is one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic.
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TABLE

SAINTS' DAYS IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

KIRCHENORDNUNGEN

The Arabic numeral indicates the number of Klrchen-

ordnungen that retalned the commemoration.

Bt 0 Andrew | . L NANE BEE
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By, BODhan o . s e S R e e
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Anﬁunci B0 0N R e s o Bt TR R
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St. Mary Megdalene . 3 A AR o S
S danes: the ' Blder . .« .« o o s o o o st
8L, Bartholomew . o . .« & s aiiaire o ol
BE Batthew .7« 08 4NN N adiishre W
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BB LUke . . e e G e e i e B R s
St. Simon and St. Jude . . &+ ¢ o o o o o
All u?ints . . . . ) L) . . . . . . .
All the Anostles' PRYEIT 5 LW e e

The following comemorations, not found in

of The Lutheran Liturgy, were alsc retained.

Agssumption of MBIy .« « o « + o o o « v »
Beheading of St. John the Baptlst . . . .
B Catherine S A0 08 LARIEESE SatRivRinies
Conception of Mary A T o e TR
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Nativity of Mary RRLL AL BOSNE L AR
8. Peter's Chaln® . « - « .o oo wie o s

e & @& e & e 3 o e @
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38
100
20
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3
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91
27
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62
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22
6
1
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