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De The Servicemean's rParentse

liost of the servicemen in the imerican /rmed Forces are
unmarrisd. This mesns that they leave behind &s their "next
of kin" not & wife and child, but & mother and father. Al-
though older folks are better equipped to meet war emergencies
than younger, inexperiencsd psople, they too suffer vhen their
sons leave homs to do battle.

The greatest problome of service mothers and fathers are
tho problems of lcnslincss and anxiety. ‘e have flready dis=-
cussed these problems in connestion with the serviceman, his
wife, and his child. Parenbs-=particularly the mother==feel
a very deeop senae of loss when their aan‘entern the service.
Behind the blus stuér in the window of the service home many
lonely hours 8nd anxious hours are spent.

Sometinmes the son's departure severely cuts into the
family inoome. This necessitates an elderly couple's making
difficult adjustments in their way of livinge In other cuses,
the parents may be called upon to furnish & home for the
scrvicemén's wife and fanily. This, too, creates problems.

But the greatest nced of &1l is etill the simple lone-
liness for one vho is an csssntial part of the family circls.
Meny ptrents live for the sake of thelr children=--to sec them
grow up, beoome educsted, &nd establish happy homes. This is
their mejor concern. Var disrupts their plans and dreams
becouse 1t suddenly removes the son around whom these plans
and dreams revolved. No one else can f£i1l1 the void thus

created. Service parents &re people in needs toos




Ee The Serviceoman's Commnitys

The military reoruit does mot only leave a family and a
hom he leaves a oomnunity bohind him vhen he leaves for war.
The emnmn‘lty, too. has prublems thrust upon it 'by wapr. The
community 1: a gollection o:t‘ indivtduals and hmseholds bound
together oy geop;rnphiual and eoonom&o t:l.aa. and by a common way
of .‘-h inking and ao-i- ing toreﬁxer- This very vitul un.'..t of so-

ciety underroas certain defim.‘be and cruo!.al strains vhen the

nation poes to war and vhen it rctums to peaca.

l. Tons ion.

Yhen the rﬂd:lo and nemhlw’{s blare out the news, '."’ar |
dooclared!" a v:l.sible ohana;e comes over the comunity. Every- ~ L
one. 15 exeTteds " Litkle knoks of peoplslgather ih Tronv ofimae= |
stores to‘c.ii.scuss the news. Heighbo:-s exchange opinions. All

%

are curlous abaut how war will ai‘f‘eet this partiaular commnity

and its paoplo. The ajir is tense.

is the war stretohes out into veeka and months and years,

tha tension oontinuas to grip the eomuni.ty folk. This tension
tEkes on a more sombre asneob as war reaches dom and snatches
one after another ‘of the young men ;'rom the locality. #n ever
larger group wﬂ-h.’m the oom:mn:lty comes under the spell of
loneliness, ﬂ'nxiehy and rrief- Eews of a homa-tom casualty
brings these feelings 'l:o the surfage to be viemd by the whole
populaoe. Y
o ‘The livlng routineu of a oormm!.ty ohange in wartme, toos

omen li.ne up befors buhoher shopa to pet searue mea" nnd buttor.

™e me:n work harder and Ionrer houra at the shop -md ofﬂ.ne-

veryona livas undar more pressure thln before. ’l'ho ohildren




play var games in the streets. Some of the tcen-azers use the
zeneral turmoil and oonfusion to esperiment with a "freer" kind
of oonduct. Hkoney flows more freely to make everyone feel more
indépsndent;.

The result of %hese many tens_iona gripping hearts is a
gormmunity of nervous, somstimes jittery, people. Temper are
shorter than before. Occasional fights occur beh een people who
stand in long lines. Overworked clerks make curt rcmarks
and &ssume &n indifferent attitude toward customers. 'hile the
neighbors may join their hearts on ccrtain occasion of grief
or victory, mishaps in everyday life find them irritable and
resentful. Strangers who move into a ecommunity to take big-
paying war jobs in particular find the "nativos™ an casily-
offended mroup of peoplee.

The cumulative affeot of these tensions makes living in
the community ruch less enjoy&ble. I5 is & problem which must be
faced and met.

then peage returns, 2 new set of tensions takes the place
of the wurtime problems. "Readjustment™ stares business men in
the fuce. The community now wonders how it can best absorb the
young men whon it has learned to live without. The servicemsn
coming back want jobs. !Yany of them expect ﬂ:eir old job bagk.
*hat will happen to the civilian who holds that job now? that
can the community do for the ph.ynicﬂi and mental casualties?
Certainly it has an obligation to them. How can it discharge
it best? ‘ho is to take the lead in marshalling the resources
of the commnity to meet the veterans' post-war needs? These
are ﬂpJ:'oblems- They bother the folks of the co-munity. They

create tensions. These tonsions are needs.




-

2. Selfishness.

Grave as the phenomsnon of tension is in & commnity,
selfishness is an even more disastrous feature of wart ine
living. T¥apr is a materialistic venture. It focuses men's
minds on materialistic geins and losses. High cultural ideals
are forsaken, and "real life" is reduced to flesh and blood
existence. 'iar is a struggle for survival of & nation. That
attitude oarries over into individual lives, tooe 3Socareity of
cortain commodities brings this attitude into the open as
people vie with each other for possession of such zoods. ¥ar
makos men selfishe.

"Yar production has floundered under absentesiam nn'd

unauthorized strikese The profiteering and opportunism

of managemont is due for more drastic revelations beyond
the ominous signs &lready at hand. The nation enjoys
the feeling of big money in 1its pockets The OPA fights
only & delaying 2ction against inflation. Loose money
roests only temporarily in war bonds, flirts only at
safe distunce with projeots of charity and relief,
flecos shamnlessly into astronomic alcohol and tobacso
budgets, unrestrained luxury trades, the black markat.

"/s we look at the total fipures and general character=

istics of our tims, wve are apt to forget that wv are

talking about people. The wild self=-indulgence and the
rioting materialism of these war years is a trait always
of flesh-and=blood men and women and childrensa.

"These symptoms of decay are gravae. The aatug} malady
is zravers. It is selfishness and self-will."

Selfishness not only prevents whole-hearted coopsration
among people in wartime needs. It also is the chief block to
amooth raoé‘%ersion to peacetime livinge Selfishness makes

workers resent the return of vetarans to the employment mar=

24. Cagmmerer, Re Re, "Our Number One Responsibility,"
The Iutheran Witness, April 10, 1945, p. 119.




ket. Selfishness nmakes men resent “he return of normal wazes
and prices. &elfishness builds walls hatween individuals and
groups in the commnity. . Selfishness brings unhappiness to

a cormunity. It robs 1lifa of the warmth and joy of neighbor-

liness. Tt represents a disastrous need in men.




¥1X. How the Church Serves These Heedss

A« It Equips People to Serves

The Christ:ian Church 1:: that 'rrwp of -:eople in whom the
life of God is nctive- A Chris i-ian conrrevation 13 a p,;rou:: of
nuch people :|.n a pnri‘.icul T eommity guthared nboui: the ¥ord of
God end the Saorements inatituted by Christ. They gether bout
this Yord for.the purpose of Bbra.ngthening the life of God im
their midst--in each :lndiv:ldual of the oangregat!.on. Further-
more, they gabher together to strengl:hon each other in exerecis-
ing that 1ife of God more effectively among the other poopls of
the commmnity. Christians desire growth in two directions: a
stronger ‘hold on God (faith) end a stronger love toward men.
The latter means the aoquiring of a greater desire fo sorve
the needs of fellowmen, the former raanhes out for the spirt=
ual resources: o empower the service.

"let ue héld fast the profess‘ion of ouri f‘nlth

without wavering; (for He- is faithful that promised;)

and let us eonsider one another to provoke unto

love and to good workl.‘fl

This is the business of the Christien Churchs

1. Te Pastor. ,

The Christian enﬁgﬁg&bim enlists the services of-a pro-
fassibnnl worlkar',w a paator,‘to diﬁot the progran of Spir:lti:ul
groﬁzh in i:bu midsi:. Thia m&n is trainad to undaratand tha basio
needs &nd l-tt:ltudes of men End to understand God's me‘-hcd of
solﬂng those needs ﬂnd reshaping those ntti'hudes- H:l.a whole

time is g:lven oyar €o imparting this knowledp;e--nnd the 1life

e

1. Hebe 10, 28+ 24.
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of God which is latent in i1t--to the individual members of the
Christian congregation. He does this through various media:
publio discussicns of divine truth in sermons, Bible c¢lasses,
and gatherings of groups within the church; private consultat-
ion in his office or in an individual home; on visits to the
sick or shut=-ins. In each of these activities the pastor secks
to carry out the mandate of his lord:

"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to the whole

floock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,

to feed the ChI:EGh of God, which He hath purchased with

His own blood.
This "feeding" implies the imparting of spiritual food for the
strongthing of the life of God in Christian people.

2. Co-workers.

The pa;shor'ﬂ ministry is augmented by the services of many
mombers within the congregation itself. Elders, Sunday School
teachers and youth leaders &lso engage in the task of equipping

Christians for a2 life of service--a life of love.

3.« Equipment: Law, Gospel, Saorlm;its.

Then God sets about the ;l:ask of equipping pecple to live
as His people, He follows a definite procedure. He has made
this procedure clear in His Vord, and Christians pnltéra and
laymen have found that it is the only one that works. The first
-stop is to make the individual recognize his own weakness and
spiritual deficit. God does this through His Law, which sets
down the pattern of living mean was oreated to earry out. 4s

the individuakl measures up his everyday life azainst this

2. Aots 20, 28,




pattern, he must inevitably conclude that he himself is ill1-
equipped for the kind of life God expecots of him. Soripture

supports this eonolusion:

"£11 have sinned end come short of the glory of Gode™

"Thosoever shall keep the whole .i.a.w, and yet offend in

one point, he is guilty of all.

God's second step in equipping men for & life of love is
%o make olear to them vhat He Himself did to rescuec man from
this life of weaknese &nd vronge le points out that the
gravest tragedy connected with man's sinful life is that it
cuts man off from Gode It makes him dead, completely unable
to do the works of life. One simple statement of Soripture

tolls the whole tragic story:
"The wages of sin is deathe"?

The bulk of Seripture deseribes how God planned to remove
this block of sin betwsen God and mén--and how thet plan was
cérried out successfully in Jesus Christ. Ha.re. in one singls
individual, God and man combined to do the superhuman task of
paying off the sin of the world and bringing God and man to-
gether again. The job was done when Jesus Christ died on the

.oross nineteen centuries ago.

S« ROome 3, 23.
4, Juamos 2, 10.

5. Rom. 6, 23.




"God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them."

"He hath made iim to be sin for us who knew no sin

that "}F might be made the righteousness of God in

Hime

"Ho is the Propitiation for our sins, and not fop curs

only, but also for the sins of the rhole world."

The Heavenly Fathor aigna.leﬁ his approval of Jesus' whols
work vhen He raised Him from the dead on the third day after
His death.

“Christ was delivered for our_offenses and was raised

again for our justification.*?

This part of God's plean for creating a people of love was
completed at one definite point in history. The third and
£inal phase of the ‘great plan, homvur.'oontinues right down
to the present day. The Christian Church is charged with the
responsibility of implementing this part of the plan. Thisz
third step mskos the historical fact of Jesus' atonement &
dynamic in the life of an individual human being.

To eonclude this process, God works & miracle. His Holy
Spirit entors tho heart of &n individual, giving him the power
to believe the acocount of the Atonement (the Gospel) and to
understand its significance for him. Becauss this entrance
of the Spirit of God into & luman hesart is brought about by
tho Gospel and by the Sasrsaments which add physical expressiocn
to the Gospel, we: think of these as "means o!‘rgraue" which

e

6. 2 Cors 5, 19.
Te 2 Cora 5, 21.
8.'1 John 2, 2.
Ou. Bome & 2Ba . Lo o AR e T s




41

the Holy Spirit uses.
The Christian Church is charged with the dispensation of

these "mesns.” As indivicuals and as eongregations, those who

meke up the Body of Christ have tho primary function of using
Gospel ond Sacrament to strenghbhen thoir own hold on God and
thon %o carry them o their fellowmene They are to be able to
say as Paul said to the Corinthians:

B Chri.ifé' Jesus I have begotten you throu-z;h the
Goopole™

The Savior had this plan in mind when He prayed on the last
Thursdsy of His life:

"Hleither pray I for these aloneo, but for them also

which shall believe on Ye through their word.™l

Tith this whole plan of God as i%s working basis, with
Gospel and Szerament as’ its fundamental equipmsnt, and with
the Spirit of God a8z its ultimalbe Source of pover, the Christian
Church moves out to solve the needs of men. It equips its
wembors with a) an understanding of %he basic nesds of their

fcllowmen; b) an understanding of ‘God's plan for their solut-

jon; & spirit of love to hslp others; and the Gospel to change

the lives about them.

On some cccasions, indced on many occ2sions, the pastor
will find it useful to.apply Christian solutions to vory
specific needs in the community. The problems of the service-

mén, for example roeprosents specifio needs, as we have sceans

10« 1 Core. 4. 15.
11. John 17, 20.




That doess the Christian religion offor to a lonely man? Can
Christianity do anything about worry? C=n it ense the anziety
of the service wife or parconts? Can it do anything about ths
tensions and selfishness rampont in the community?

& group of Christiens will want %o know the answers to
these apzoific and widespread needs. = & ehmireh, they will
want 4o shudy Soripture Lozother so thet in addition to have-
ing an over-all view of men's problems, they ure also equipped
with an understanding und solution of such specific needs.
They will vant to know juat how the love which they have for
their neighbors can cxpress itself most offectively. This

is park of the equipment which the Church mst provide.




Bs How Christians Sorve.

Equipped with the 1ife of God, the plan of God &nd &he
love of Cod, the pecple who are the Ckvrsh of Christ launch
out to eope with the neceds of the ssrvicemén and his fanily.
They serve these needs 25 pustor @nd layman, as indivicuals
' and s zZrounsSe

Part I. is individvals.

l. Priendliness.

The Christien who wants to help his neighbor must also

look as if he vants to hslp. He nust bs friendly. He must

attrect people to him befors he can begin to help them. He
rmet ™in their rocpeet and their good will before he can
agts The Eavior pointed . out that ilis psople wers to be like
this:
'"Ye are the light of the world...Llet your lizht so
shine bofore men thet they may see your good wrorks
and glorify your Father which is in hoaven.®
As men are attragted by light, so are they to be attracted
by the Christian. They must find Christians to be the most
joyful, helpful and understonding of all companionse. Paul
put it this way:
"Do all things without mrmuring and disputings, that
ye may be blamoloss 2nd hermless, the sons of God
without ‘rebuke, in the midst of a orooked and perverse

nation, armong whom yo shine as 11§ht- in the world
holding forth the woré of life.?l

e ]

12. Matt. 5, 14. 16

13. Phil. 2, 14-16.




Everyonc in the world needs eénd appreciates a friond.

Ve have seen that one of the greatest problems of people in
this war period is lonelincss. Loncliness means that a
single individual is bearing the burdens of life alone,
without @ny helpe. The Christion who is gemuinely friendly
mst skind ready to bring the warmth of that friendliness
to the neighbor in necde.

2+ Sympathye

The Christian must also cultivate the attitude of sym-
pathy before he c&n render service to his fellovman. Many
of the troubles lying heavily in & human hesart need most to
be shared with 2 sympathetic listener. This is particularly
truc of the lonelinces @nd anxiety that hangs over those
whom the wep has affected most personally. The Christian is
well equinped to be a sympathetic listensr to problems.
Fe recopnizes thet his priméry purpose in the world is ren-
doring aid to cthers. Ho lovee his neighbor as he lovas
hinmsclf, end this feeling sho s itself in sympathetic inter=
est in the problems of his neighbor. This is an essential
part of the Christian life and program of service:

"We then that are strong ought to bear th:linrirmitles

of the weak, &nd not to please ourselves.

"Jear ye= one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ."l6

"Remenmber them thet are in bonds, as bound with them;

and them vhich lmf{er adversity, as being yourselves
also in the body."16 ,

e e i

14. Rome 15, 1.
16. Gal. 6, 2.
16. Heb. 13, 8.
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2. Spocific dots of Love.

The Christian will also cultivate an attitude of help=-
fulness that will maeke hin sazer to perform aspsaifis acks |
of love demanded by the moment. In wartime, such astivity
will inolude faithful lettor-writing to servicemen, visit-
ation of the lonely and bercaved ot homo and sacrlfice for
the henofit of the comrunity's war effort. He will regard
oven such fctivities as bond-buying, donating to the Red
Crosa hloed benk and coopersting with variocus scrap drives
as opportunitics %o sorve. Careful observation and rozding
will make him sensitive %o new areas of service.

It might be pointed out that here the Christian pastor
has a particularly important opportunity %o porforr cuch
acta of love. A pasior's visis to a lonoly home, bringing
the cheer of the CGospel, etn be one of the most valutble scr=-
vieces one humén being cen render to a@nother. A word of prayer
can bring comfort and psscs %o & heart hoavy with fear or
griefs letters toc servicemen from their pastor are likewise
of particuler meening and valuee.

Scripture is full of illustrations and directions for
carrying out such 2 program of spocific acts:

"I was eyes %0 the blind, @nd faet wns I to the lame.

I wvas & father to the poo“ﬁ and the c2use which I

knew not I searched oute.

"Mure relizion and undefiled before God and the

Father is this, To visit ths fatherlass and midows

in their aﬂ‘liot{on. and to keap himself unspotted
from the world."18

17. dJob 29. 15. 16.
18- J.ne. 1. 27-
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