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THE PROGRAM COF CHRISTIAN LOVE
FOR

THE SERVICEUAN MAID HIS PAMTLY

Yhen & nation is plunged into war, its citizens are
effected in msny different ways. A few may prosper for
the moment becouse of an artifisial war prosperity. A
fow m2y benefit by having 2 new adventure &added to their
ctherwise dreary existences

For the nost part, however, war brings heartache and
trogedy to & natione. Homes are disrupted as the men march
- off 50 recruiting centers. Loneliness settles over the loved
ecnes left behind, &s well as over the soldier vho serves
his gsountry in a distent land. Z#nxiety grips the heaprts
of all and grief comss to many.

A people at wur is & people in need. ' :

God is interested in the needs of men, for He loves
men. The people of God, the Christians, are also interested
in, and sensitive to, the needa of their fellowmen. In time
of war, these needs come to the surface of individual lives,
and the Christian is anxious to grapple with them and help
toward their solution. .

This thesis will disouss the fundamental neceds of

the Z4merican people in the present ¥orld War II. It will



analyze specifieally the needs of the servicemén, his wife,

parents, childron and community. It will also disouss Chris-

tian motives and methode to meet these neceds.




I. The Christian Basis for Serviao is Love.

"Continue ye in ly love."
John 15,9.
Yhen one human being responds to the needs of another,

& mumber of motives may he involved. The helper may render
his service bocsuce the individuzl is his friond. He may
serve because he fecls it is his duty to serve. lis may doc his
kindness in order to cover up & doficiency in somes other
ares of his life. e muy help @ man in need for the inward

feeling of satisfaction vhich doing & good deed gives. EHe

may render 2id for prestige purposes or for good will purposess=e:

regerding his sacrifice of help as an investment whioh will
P2Ye

In vartime, som? of these motives come into shapper
foous and more dominant positioms. The "duty" motive, for
exémple, is very strong in wertime. Every person feels a
strong patriotio duty to assist the oitizens of his nation
who are suorificing for the sake of the vhole lande A mon
who would never think of picking up & hitch-hiker will
begin giving rides to hitch-hikers wearing uniforms. He
fecls an obligation to serve soldiers.

The sense of deficit in wartime also becomes & very
important motive for service. The civilian, particularly the
male, feels that somehow he may be shirking his duty'to
his nation 4f he is not in uniform. He doesn't like to
thinﬁ th;t someone else is doing lldmgoronc job for him.
To "ease his conscience” in the matter, he may go out of
his way to help the serviceman and his family wherever
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possible.
The feeling of pity also becomos a very wide=-spread
motive for service in & country at mr; The tearful
wother, the lonesome soldier, tho grief-striken wifo=-
all of these atuse an otherwise aloof individual tc re-
spond with sympathy and helpful zetione
To the Christian, however, thoe motives diseussed
ahove are socondary, if not entirely absent. The one
preat power which impells the man of God to serve his
followman is always the samc=--LOVE! He tukes seriously
end earries out the command of his Savior: "This is oy
cormandrent, that ye love one another as I have loved ;-mz-"l'
‘hat is meant by the "love" of which the Savior spoke?
/s Ce 8¢ Lowis points m.‘:,? Gnristian love has & diffcrent

rogning thit we commonly attach to the word. It is not @n

emotion of tenderncss vhich we feel toward a particular

individual. It is rather & fundamental astitude which

have toward &ll men, oven to those who &are our anemio"'.’
This love is not an inhcrent quality off the human being.
I+t is a God-given power which only those possess vwho are

alive in Him« "God is ].::nre.“4I and the people in whom Ho

1. John 15,12

2. "Love, in the Christian sense, does not mean an
emotion. It is a state not of the feelings but of
the will which we have naturally about ourselves,
and mst learn to have about otEer people.”

' . T lewis, Ce S. Christian Behavior, p. 50.

3. "But I say unto you, Love your enemies.” Natt. 6,44.

4. 1 John 4,16




abides must also be people of love. Indeed, Soripture

is very clear in indicating that love iz the sign that

the Spirit of God is active in a partioular individual:

"love is of God; 2nd every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth Gode He that_loveth
nos knoweth not God; Por God is loves"O

"1 we love one anothor, Cod grelleth in us, =nd
His love is perfeoted in use.”

“Je have kno'n and believed the love that God
hath €6 use God is love: and hs thats ;}t‘fellath in
love dwelleth in God, &nd God in him."

“If & man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,
he is & ligpr; for he thut loveth not his brother
vihom he hath zeen, how can hs lova CGod whom he hath
not seen?”™ d this commandmsnt have v from Him,
That he who loveth Zod love his brother 21sce®

"Be ye therefore followers of God, As dear child-
ron;g'lnd vallk in love,; as Christ &lsc hath loved
use”

"By this shall all men know that ye are L? dis=-
aiples, if ye heve love one %o anothere "1V

From these pass@res we may conclude that love is an

insopareble quality of the true Christian life.ll The work

6= 1 John 4..708.

8+
Ta
8.
9.
10«

1 John 4,12
1 John 4,16
1 John 4,20.21
Ephe 5ple2e
John 13,36

11 "lLove is the parallel of Christian faithe He (the Christian)
, is equipped with love through the work of the mesns of

. grace in his omn life." :
'-_--clemmror. Re Re, The Lutheran Church Faces the lorld,

Pe 24.
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of Jesus' atonement was to rodeen mankind from a life of
selfishness to a 1ife of love.!? Thus it had two functions,
one negative and one positive. On the negative side, the
sacrifice of Jesus cleared away the sin which leparl.-bed

man from Gode On the positive side, the Atonement opened
for man & new life--a life with God. Stoeckhardt deseribes

this latter result of the tonement as the "finis ultims”

of God's great plan of salvations1® Iuther in his explan-
ation to the Second Article of the Creed also alludes to
this new life when he writes: .
"(Jesus Christ) h#s rodeemad me..etha% I may be His
own and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him

in eve }uatins; righteousness, innocence, and blessad-
nesse "

Christisn logzmatios likewlse states:

"The performance of good works is the real objective
of the Christian's life on earth. 4s soon as 2 peraom
has become & believer, he no longer belongs to this
world, but tc the kingdom of heaven. But God wants
His saints to live on carth for a while in order thet
they may serve Christ, publish His Gospel, ﬂd perforn
many zood works to:'the praise of iis nams.”

12. "fle died for all, that they which live should not
honceforth live unto thomselves, but unto Him whieh
diod for them and rose again.™ 2 Core. 5,15.

g ape His workmenship, oreated in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we
ghould walk in them." Zphe 2,10

13. ®"pasz wir in Feuhoit des Lebens oder in oinem ncuen
Leben wandeln, das war der finis ultims.”®
--Stoeckhardt, Roemerbrief, p. 288. (1907eds)

14. Inther's Small Catechism, pps 1CO. 10l.

15. Luoller, Je Ts, Christisn Dogmatios, p. 419.




Viten a man rceeives this new life, we spsak of him as
being "eonverted." That 1s to say, he is & changed man. Tn-
stcad of being at odds with God, he now recognizes God ss his
loving Father--a Father "ho did not even spare the life of
His Son to demonstrate His love. The man now trusts Gode He
has fajth in Hime 'hat has actually happened is that the FHoly
Spirit has entered into the man's heart and begun & process
of ronovation. ‘hereas the man once lived totally for himself,
the new life in him now c2uses him to live for God @nd for
other peoples To be surc, at firat this life is very inper-
fect in expressing itselfe But as tho mén uses tho tools of
conversion--Gospel tnd Saoraments—-the new life in him grows
more poworful us the 'cipir:';t of God takos over more of his
livinge Thus we see that "faith" is not & momentary act of
acceptance, but !.t. is a vhole life of activity for Gode %albher

rightly said:

1
"Faith is not & dead, inert affair, but somothing that :
transforms and renswa the heart, regenerates a porson, :
and brings the Holy Spirit dinto his soul...Tho Holy ;
Seriptures emphatically testifty that there can be no !
gemuine f'aith without love, without a renewal of heart, 1
without aane'b ification, without an atundance of good

works « ">

This new 1life of love is extreded to all men and to all i
of thelr needs, spiritual, mental, and physical. The Savior
henled men's bodies as woll as their souls. He was sensitive |
to physical, as well as spiritual, blindness. He feod the :
poor with fish as well as nourishing the spiritually poor with

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIB

.. CONCORDIA SEMINARY
16. "alther, Cs F. ., Law and Gospel, p. 223" »-u“‘-.‘:;‘;‘ ﬂ‘ mlgg Mo / ]




the Bread of Life. To Fim a human need was a ery for help
which could not g0 unansvored. ‘thether that need was spiritual
or temporal made no differences The Good Samaritan was not
a preacher bringing the Gospel to a lost sinner, but a man
of love who served his neighbor's immediate physical need.

The disciples followed their kaster in ministering to
every need they founds  They vere concerned about the mrl'l
and the u!.ok.ls tooe The love of God which constrained them to
help was always active. The Apostle John explained the necessity
of this activity when he wrote:

"¥hoso hath t'his world's good, and séth his brother

have need, and shutteth up his bomwls of compassion

from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? Ny

little children, let us not love 11 word, neither in

tonzue; but in deed and in truth.

The disciples of Jesus Christ living in the twentieth
eentury &l1so have the mandate from the Kaster to respond to
the needs of their fellowmen. The life of God which stirs in
their hearts rust compel them to minister to every needful
persan wvhom the I.ord places across '-hoir path through lifee.
The Qod-';ivan pomr to love must mrohe itself in helpful
actions. - The true mén of God ccnnot stand idly by vhile tha
heart of a no:lghbor is. aching, or vlhu.o a cloud of Imlineu
lettl.n over: & ‘rlmily- The no!.ghbor [ ] pl:lght is a pcall to

actione

17 Aots 6,1=7
18. Aots 3,1-10
19. 1 John 3,17.18.
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I1. The Heeds to Be Served.

As The Servicemane

(Part I. In Service)

Vhen & civilian beoomes & soldier, he immedi&tely leunches
into & 1life in which many probléms he already has are intensified,
and in which & nunber of new ones are addede« The scops of this
thesis does not pernit a detailed discussion of every need the
gervicemsn has, but rather seczks to outline those fundamental
problems vwhich may have a very lasting 'ft-ifroot on the character
and outlook of the soldier.

Yorld Var II has precduced some very 2ccurate descriptions
of the average GI's life. Two such over-all descriptions
ray wll serve &s a starting-point for our analysis of the
sorviceman's nceds. irnic Pyle, who emerged as the zreaiest
war correspondent or the wvuar, wrote thus:

"The front-line soldier I knew lived for months like &n

enimal, and was & voteran in the oruel, fierce world of
dethe - ELverythinz was @bnormal and unstable in his life.
e was f£ilthy dirty, ate if and when, slept on hard
ground without cover. His clothes were greasy and he
lived in a constant haze of dust, pestered by flies and
heat, moving oconstantly, deprived of &ll the things that
once: meant stability=-things such as walls, chtirs,
floors, windows, faucets, shelves, Coca=Colas, and the
little matter of knowing that he would go to bed &t night
in the same place he had left in the morning.

. .The front-line scldier has to harden his inside is well
as his outside or he would orack under ths strain.”

1. Pyle, Ernie, Brave iFen, ps 8.




Other front-line writers have said essentially the sams thing=-

that the business of war is an ugly, uncomfortable, faarful and
endless _-tob.2 /nd at its end the nvera'v-,e' GI octn see only a
vwhite oross, or & quoationemark rapresenting his return to peage-
time living.

To be sure, there are mény citizen-soldiers who don't live
in front-line trenches. Their lives are not in constant danger.
But they, too, have problomses They, too, have needs which mist
awaken in the Christian heart a desire to serve in whatever way
is possible. That are these speaific nesds common to most of

Amerioa's fishting men?

2. In a review of Bill Kauldin's book, Up Front, Time iazazine
oarried the following excellent description of Lhe front=
line life Vauldin's cartoon characters, "illie and Joe,
exemplified:

“#illio and Joo were citizen soldiors. Before their in-
earnction, thoy had presum&bly boon peaceful eitizens.

Yow they were veterans of war's hardships, its filth,
discomforts and agonizing horedom. War was bad weather
and soaking clothes, cold rations and no letters {rom homs.
Vlayr was mile after mile of tramping, metting just as tired
advaneinr as retroating, sleeping in barns, bathing in

icy rivers, sorounging for small comflorts.

"Yar was getting drunk on grlpga ménufactured in stills
made’ from wrecked airplene parts; reading with vacant eyes
the labels on K-ration tins or even Garmén propagandca
leaflots just to be reading.

War was praying betwoon artillery.barrages; pitying the
starved Italian children and the Italian women standing

in the midst of their ruined homes. Tar was watehing their
frionds die, one after the other, day after day ufiter day.
War was learning tho cestasy of wiggling a little finger
just to see it move and know that you were still alive.

War was hell.

"411ie and Joe vers combat infantrymen."

--="B§11, ¥Willie & Joe," (sie) Time, June 18, 1945, pe 16.




ls Ileneliness.

The servicenman away from home iz a lonely man. Ho missos
his family ond friends, the familiar sights of homs and ths
homo-town. He missos tho evaryday cxpericnees that oncs
made up the total pattorn of his lifo. These sights and
these ezperisnces were real, they were normal. [ow thoy ars
only memorics. There are endless hours in which the man in
uniform can brood over those memories, and '-'li:'i:h for their
returns OSven & atoady flow of lobhers from loved ones cannct
completoly overcome the feeling that in & very tragic way
"0ld things are passed awsy“--at leasi for the moment o5

The Gevernment has recognized this as one of the service-
man's gravest needs, and has sought its solution by urging the
home=folks to wwrite e¢ndless letters, and by sponsoring tours
of ‘merican artista to bring the home nation to the fighting

méne

8. "The soldier's relations with his loved onea at home
probably eontimue to ofrry & heavy emotional charge.
He lives for his girl's letters, and she for his, but
stranze misunderstandings somehow arise. It is not,
however, hostility but mmtual idealization that chiefly
hinders commnication betveen the soldier and those he
lovese For the duration of the wir, commmnieation betwsen
loved ones may well continue on an apparently hizh level
of uhderstanding, but it 1s delusive and unreal, because
each person has meanwhile built up idealized conceptions of
the others"

===faller, ¥Willard, the Veteran Comes Back, p. 31




2+ Boredoms

Along with lonelincss coused by sep2ration from normal
life, the man in uniform invariably is bored with military
lifes There is & part of him that will never feel at home
in military surroundings, and which rovolts against the new
life. fis leoaders try dssperatoly to keep his nmind ocoupicd,
but it is inovitable that there will be tires whon the servicc-
ntn will look oritically 2t his surroundings, brood over them,
and become disgourazed and very unhappye The shecr monotony
and endlessncss of the job ho. must do gnaws away at his
interest and enthusiasm for living at moments like those.
8« Frustratione.
Frustration is closely allied with boredom. Frustration
is the check=-mating of individual desires It is a necessity
in militapy 1life. The individual's will must be submerged in
the interest of the common will.* The relation betwmen frus-
tration and boredom is brought out by Valler:
"The Loredom of war is one of the things men rebel against,
one of the chief complaints azainat a militapry siperiencoe
Boredom is somsthing to rebel azainst, but it is more than
that: boredom is rebellion. Boredom is an unsupressible,
un-put-dovn=-able mutiny, the most damaging form of resistance
4o authority.e.e.Boredom is an autometio, unecontrollable ro-
agtion 4o frustrsation. The montal state of borsdom is
characterized by &n apethy toward the stimuli of the current
situation, by mild repugnance to the situation &nd by 2
psychic withdrawal from ite There is involved in it a

desire to be somevhere else and to go somsthing different,
%0 esoape from the boring stimli.™

4. "The essence of military action is cooperation according
to design imposed from above. In order to achieve that
cooperation, the army :ust partly annihilate &nd partly
ignore the soldier's private will.
==ijaller, op. -Q-Et_.' pPe 18«

6. Ibid, pe 74




The mentally &lert soldier suffers greatly from frustrat-
ions It is not sasy for an independent business man, for
example, to adjust himself to a 1ife in which his voice is
not hetrd &nd in which he himself is regérded as & numbor rather
then as an individual perssonality. Every m6n wants to be re-
cognized as an important pert of society. In mény ofses, this
recognition is either totally lacking, or is of & very slight
nature, in military life.

4. Fear.

Some might suppose that this need should be plaged first
rather than fourth. Obviously, when & man lives for long
periocds of tims in olose company with death, fesr is an cver=-
present companion. Veterans tell us, however, thst while
forr is common in batile, it is by no meens the greatest prob-

lem of the GI. Indood, the fear he experiences is quite dif-

ferent from the fear one might expect a man in battle to feel. 1
Ernic Pyle, sitting on a transport off the Scilian coast the -

night before D-Day, wrote:

“"is we sat there on the hard deck--squatting like
Indians in a circle &round ocur pineapple can=-it all
struck me a&s somchow pathetic. Even the dizziest of
‘us knew that before long mény of us stood &n excellent
chance of being in this world no more. I don't believe
one of us was afraid of the physical part of dyings
That isn't the way it is. The emotion is rather one
of almost desperate reluctence to give up the future.

I suppose that's splitting hairs and that it really all
‘comes under thg heading of fear. Yet somehow there is
a difference.™"

A sallor returned from eighteen months of service in

6« Fyle, Ernle, op. olte, pe 5. "




the Pagific told the writer that actual fear of doath came
at very rare moments and thet most men pst over 1t very
quickly, becoming philosophical about the whole thing. OFf
groater pain to the GI than fear is worry.

6= Yorry

Tho serviseman's worries have two objecks: home ond
the fubursc. Since he is far removed from kis lovad ones, he
is uttaerly helpless %o cure for them when 4hey need him. A
marricd mén, or any man viho hes dependonts, fesls thils reose
pensibility ond helplessness in particulsr. He is apt to feel
that the gip which his departure crozbsd in the fanilly life
will never te adequsately filled. He may eusily begin to won-
der whethor things are golng as well ab home as he 1s led to
beliere from lettors.e This uncertainty may inerease when &
troublesome letter arrives, vhen & newspaper filled with bad
hore=ront news reaches him, or when & fellow soldier recseives
disheartening news. "Are things all right at howe?" is one of
the chiocf causes of & soldier’s uneasiness vhile serving in 2
distent land.

The servicemen is 2lzo &pt to worry about the future~-nst
vhether his future will be cut short by & bullet--but whab
lies beyond the dischirgzing office back homs. 7ill there be
a job for him? Can he %tke np courtship or married life whars
ho left off? 7ill the folks buck home receive him bagk into
normal life without oausing emdarrassment? 7ill his fricnds
have chanced while he was away? The future is alwiys a
question-mark in men's minds, but the soldier knows that that
" question-mark is &ccompanicd by & complete readjustment that

jn itself will be & problems Because the future is uncertain,
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Tho Serviceoman

(Part IX. Back Home)

“Thousends of our men will soon be returning
to yous Theoy have been gone & long time and
they have seen and done and felt things you
ocannot know. They will be changed. They will
have to le2rn how to adjust themsclves to
pedgces™ :

==Ernie Pyle7

It is commonly agreed® that three kinds of veterans =ill
return from World RNar II. The adjustment problems of sach of
these groups will differ in meny ways, but certain needs they

will hold in common. The three groups are:

“l. Tho physically and mentally normal persons. It is .'
expected tﬁi‘i the majority of men &nd vomen will not i
return physically injured, nor msntally disturbed to: \
any serious degree. All of them will have ohanged, fl
but for many the ehonge will be in the direction of a

greater maturitys This group has been able to adjust

themselves to military life, a&nd will readjust themselves

easily to civilian life. _ |

"2e The sically sick end injured. Many of these will ]
be hospitalized for & grenter or lesser period. Some
of them will return with severe handicaps, vhile others
will completely recover. Their minds will be filled
with uncertainty about employment, marriaze and other
social relationships.

recover ar of recurrence will be added to the
feeling of disgrase at being ill mentally. It is hoped
that this will not be & large group, but friends und
relatives must be prepared to meet Bhem with a sympa-
thetic and understanding attitude.” f

"3« The mentally and emotionally ille Though some will
, the fe :

Ts Pyle, op. olbe, pe 460

8. The booklet 'hen the Uniforms dre Put /way, published
by the Missourl Synod, &dds & fourth group: "Those
changed in attitude" (ps 10)e Our discussion will in-
eclude their problems, but will not treat them as a

separate group. ; PRI

9. The Homecoming of Our Servise llen and YWomen, & pamphlet
Published by the Defense Servico Counoll of the Presby-




the serwviceman werries.

This docs not oxhmust the needs cof the servicenman, bub
it doss present the major onsss The writer has purposely
omitted the more physica2l preoblems of milisapy life--the
physictl pain 2nd the grief over stricken comrades. Most
problems cther then those ws hove discussed lie beyond the
help which the individual Christian and the Christien Church
en ronder the serviceman. Tor thnt'ranson they have besn

omitted from cur discussion.
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Tho Servicenxan

(Part 1II. Back Home)

“Phousends of our men will soon be returning
to'you. " They have been gone & long time and
they have seen and done and felt things you
oannot knowe. They will be changeds They will
have to learn how to adjus* themselves to
pelce.” -

==krnie Py1e7

It is commonly agreed® that three kinds of vetersns will
return from:World War II. The adjustment problems of sach of

those groups vill differ in many ways, but certain needs they

will hold in common. The three groups are:

“ls Tho physically and mentally normal persons. It is
ledl o R e s e e e e e
return physically injured, nor mentally disturbed to

any serious degree. All of them will have changed, .

but for many the ehange will be in the direction of a
greater maturitys This group has been able to adjust
themselves to military life, and will readjuat themselves
easily to civilian 1ife. o

"2, The physisally sick snd injureds ‘Meny of these will |
be hospitalized for & grenter or lesser periode. .Soms
of them will return with severe handicaps, while others :
will completely recovers Their minds will be filled \
with uncertainty about employment, maérriaze and other
social relationships.

"3« The mentally and emotionally ille Though some will |
recover, the fear of recurrence will be added to the . - '
feoling of disgrace at being ill mentally. It is hopad
that this will not be & large group, but friends &nd
relatives must be prepared to meet ghem with a sympa-
thetic and understanding attitude."” :

7o Pyle, ops olte, p- 460

8« The booklet ‘hen the Uniforms Aro Put iy, published
by the kissourl Synod, &dds a fourth group: "Those
changed in attitude” {ps '10)s 'Cur discussion will in-
clude their problems, but will not treut them as a _
separate groups IR TN

9. The Homecoming of Our Service Yen and Womsn, a pamphlet
published b %hrna?enu Servico Counoll of the Presby-




Yhat will be the great fundamontal needs of those men as
they re-enter a paaceful sooisty?

1. lisunderstanding.

During the serviceman's stay away from home, chanzes have
ooccurred vhich sannot but affect his life. He himself has
changed and the pesople among vhom he resumes the tasks of norm2l
living have changed. Kisunderstandingz on both sides may well
bs the result until the veteran is complstely “readjusted."”

This misunderstanding can easily become the gravest deterrent

to a complete readjustmenta.

"Phe soldier home from the wers will seem & curious
bundle of contradictions to his family. In some areas
of life military experience will have matured him. In
others he will appear dovnright childishes: He will want
freedom from military diseipline and at the same time
feel bewlldered to know whiut to do with his new givilian
liborty. He will express 2 wish for soccial activities
and yet feel unesasy when these are provided...liost of
all however, the returned soldier will be differcnt==
differcnt in hundreds of little wayas from the man his
family knew before he went away; different in his outlook
on life; different in his ménner of doing things;
different in his sense of values; different in his likes
and dislikes. In brief. he is apt to seeTofor a time
almost & siranger to his puzzled family."

Some civilians &re apt to mistake any ch&nge in the veteran
as an abnormalitys: luch pseudo=psychology has mude tha veteran's
loved ones and friends alert to "diagnose® every trait he has
acquireds Serviceren have made very clear that such “diagnosis™

is ‘the worst thing that cén be perpetrated on veterans--sven

though 4t ibe well-intentioneds. /n artiocle titled “The Soldiers

10. Pratt; George K, Soldier to Civilian, p. 7s
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Say Don't Do It:" by Don Fharton mekes this olear:
"They (soldiers) were disgusted with the impression
ocreated among their home folks that most returned soldiers
wore strange neurotiocs who didn't want to talk about
what they'd been through, who had to be handled with
o&re. - They wanted everyone to know that returned
soldiers asked only to be treaked like normal human
beinzs without any of the pampeiing advooated in most

' “hen-He=Comes=Homo' articles."

The misunderstanding which & wounded or mentally ill
vetoran faces is greater than that which confronts the healthy
veteran, of course. He may find himself exposed to an at:iitude
of pity and condescontion which is anything but comfortable.
This will be due to the family's and ﬁiend‘l inability to
vnderstand the veteran'i true feelings. They will eonfront him
with one of his gravest needs in retufning to. peaceful life.

2e :1 JO L]

lfost of the serviceman's worries about the future have to
do with his future work. "1ill I bc able to get and keep &
satisfactory, steady job?" is the big guestion in the minds of
these men. This 1s perfecily natural, of course. Luch of a
man's future is determined by the job he holds. Unemployment
is one of the greatest catnstrophas'thaﬁ can befall him.

In some instances the conoer;t for a job is not an immediate
one. lany veterans of Yorld War II will seek additional edu-
cation before they jo.ﬁm the army of job-hunters. HNevertheless,
they too are vitally concerned sbout what the future will hold

for them in the line of worke

11. Condensed from Cormon Sense in The Reader's Digest,
o h'.ll.'oh. 1“5. p. IB. :
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5. Readjustment of attitudes.

Attitudes created in the chaos and abnormality of war are
very often complotely unrealistic and unuseble in peacetime
living. Yar hardens & man and teaches him to hate. ¥ar soms-

times convinces a soldier -that what does not concorn itself

vith physical life and death is not real. The finer things
of life are soft and weak--and therefore to be spurned. A
soldier's astitude toward death itself undergoes & tremendous

chéngeoe

"llany systems of attitudes and beliefs are devised
by the human mind to make the risk of doath oasier
to boar...Fatalistioc creeds flourish in war; they |
becoxe the common speech of the day. Death will l
come to you only from the bullet that has your name ’
on it, and thst bullet has not been manufactured yeot; 1
death will come for others, of course, but not for |
youe Desth will take you vhen your time comes, but ]
not before; nothing can change the date of your fated

rendesvous vith death, your appointment in Samara.”

The soldier's value of individuality and of the individual
life is apt to undergo a change in his war experience. His
attitude toward the oivilians among who'he will resume work
may easily be one of contempt as a result of h_i.u experience.
Life itself may lose some of its interest. These attitudes
will bring great harm to the veteran unless he is able to

cope with them and chénge them.

4, Disillusionment.

The man in uniform is constantly assured during his

2
military carcer that he is fizhting for & noble ca@use and for -

1.2O T-'ﬂller. ﬂ-a Uit.’-p. 67.




noblest nation and way of life on earth. “hile he is awny
from hore, his mind idealizes homs, his loved ones and the
“way of life" he is defending. The illusion must break when
he returns to the flesh-and-blood world he left. DIr. Pratt
desoribes just how this disillusionment may come &bout:

"It wasn't long before flaws began to appear and the

horrid doubt flashed &cross Corporal Richerds' mind

that maybe there was something to this adjustment

business that he hadn't counted on. For one thing, he

discovered that, cordial as his girl vas, she had been

plunged, by his return, into a gonfliot of loyalties

with friends Wno had made “hile he was away. For

another, he found it ineredible to realize that the

girl had gotten & job and wmsn't always free to rum

at his every beck #nd call. In looking bick on it

now Corporal Richards chuckles in amused exasperation

at the %deallzed imege he had nurtured while he was

a\\'ﬂy-“l

There are other :I.11_u=s!.ons of a graver sort to be broken,
however, Corruption and intrigue in the government of the
nation for whom the soldier fought is not so easily laughed
off. The sclfishness in people, particularly in family and
friends, is hard to “ake. ‘as the effort worth while? ¥as
this way of life worth the death of all the buddies who died
the hard way, and worth the painful struggle of those who
lived? Disillusion can haunt the mind of the veteran &nd
intorfere with his happiness. It is a need.

5« Bitternesse.

Kost veterans will harbor some bitterness in their hearts.
Tt may be bitterness against oivilians, against the system

: !
of government that permitted war to come about, against those |/®

e Y

15. Prazt, op. cite, pe 1ll4.

20




profited from war, 8gainst the church which did not speak up
against war. He may be bitter beoause the skills he learned
in war are of no value to him now. He may be bitter agzainst
life in general because it has dealt him such & large measure
of pain, heartache, and disillusionment. Some Vorld Tar I

literature has given us a picture of a veteran's bitterness:

"Xy mental attitude towards the war had chanzed.
“hatever romance and glamour there may have been
had worn off. It was just one long, bitter waste
of time,--cur youth killed like flies by 'dugouts’
at the front =o that old men and sick might oarry
on the race, vhile profitcers drew bloated profits
and politicians exuded noxious zases in the HousSeeee
How dared thoy have valets while we were lousy
and unshaved, with rotting corpses round ocur gun
vheels? How dared they have wives vhile we 'unmarried
and without ties' were either driven in our weskness
to licensed women, or clung to our chastity becmuss
of the one woman with us every hour in ocur hearts
whom vi@ meant tg marry if ever ve oame whole out
of that hellp"l

It is fortunately true that most veterans will return

without such bitterness in their hearts. But many of them will

resent every attempt a4t glamourizing war which they meet. ]
/nd they may easily resent those ~hose ignorance of war's
horrors has left them unaffected by the terrible price of
victorys The veteran who has undergone grave hardships may
f£ind bisterness welling up inside him when he meets up with
some personal trouble, or plunges into & perfectly normal
dospondent moods

6« Personal problems of readjustment.

Each veteran will face complex personal problems when

Pt

14. A. He Gibbs, The Diary of Four Years of %ar, op. oit.,
p. 101
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he returns to o!.villﬂn.life- Eusbnpds of hasty war marriages,
for example, will face the very difficult task of taking up
a married 1ife that scaroely got um!ei_ vay. /m almont-
strange woman Wwill meet many such vetorans in the sapacity
of a wife. Othor men will find that they are unable to resums
their interrupted education because their age has made them
misfits in a younger class.

in endless line of needs stands behind the word "readjust-
mente" The serviceman vho survives the dangers of death will
return to find a world of poace which also is frauzht with

dangers, problems and heartaches.




IXI. lieads _1_:_9_ _B_e_ Served.

B. The Service Wife.

"the also serves vho waits long &nxious days and
weeks and months until the battles end and he
comes vack agtine « the also serves who writes
newsy, loving letters, who remembers apecial days,
who keeps alive the love of home. #nd she vho
must witlk the long lonesome path trying to be
beth parents for children vwhose father will never
return--she serves.”

The needs of the scrvice wife are not dramatie. They
are quiets They wust be borne in the zilonce of loneliness.
But they are very real and very heavy and very painful at
timess

"Says Dre Kasanin, vho maintains a glinic for the

rehabilitation of discharged serviceren.as well as

one for the treatment of servicemen's wives:

'women are paying the same war penalties as men,

many of vhom orack up long before they rsash con-

bate. Tomen vho have followed their husbands to

embarkation ports often find themselves spiritually

stranded. l'any stay simply because thﬁ somchow

feol sloser to their husbands there.'"

l. Loneliness.

In & normel home, the wife's 1life is wrapped up in that
of hor husband. ‘hen he leaves home. for military service
she is aast adpift. Tho same lonsliness which grips the
heﬁrt of her husband many miles from home also takes hold
of her in the solitude ‘mfamill.ar surroundings.. To deepen

her sense of :loneliness, however, the wife must usually spend

more hours of inactivity than her husband.. He is surrounded

R — T

15. From She Also Serves, & Demobilization Bulletin, ps l.

16. Time, Jamuary 29, 1945, pe 66e
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by other mon engdged in & common osuse vhich is often highly
adventuresomes She must continue to live the same life as
hefo:-'e--withmt t.he ‘parson v-ho made it complote.

Unless the: scrvice wife ;nns ocultivated the asguainktiance
of obther serviceAx':ivas. shé is apt Lo spend meny 1on;1y
evenings &t homé. She must neaesssarily be left out of all
"eouple" &ffairs. Thus she i.# destined tc-» have many une
ogcupied hours in vwhich she cé&n b4rood‘ ovef her 1maiinsan-

It ia small wonder that “sn estimated 2,500 (service wives)
in San Francisco &lone have undergone treatment for paycho-

neurcsis during the past 18 inonths."ll?

2. inxietye.

Loneliness is usﬁally ﬁccomp&niud by feidr and anxiety
of one kind or anothere TIn the case of the service wife,
the anxiety takes 2 vei-] definite shape. éhe is worrisé ahout
two things: what is happening tt; _ixar husband, &nd what the
future holds for both of theme She is not only worried about
her husbend's physical safety in many instsnces, but what is
happening in his mind, &5 "9ll--vhat ch@nges war and ceparat=
don are meking in his ohar@ictor and behavior.

The service wife is also apt to face the future with
anxietys - Vhat if he does not come buck? Fhat if she must
spend the rest of her life with.-a crippls--or, even worse,
with & mentally ill man? ‘hat if his attitude toward her
changes while he away? ' These are some of the questions

which cause tensions in the heart of many service wives.

17« Time,. January 29, 1946, pe 65
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They must be rmuiled over in loneliness. They are a desparate
need.

S+ Shouldering new tasks.

Kost wives learn to be dependent upon their ‘husbands
for countless tasks of cveryday livinge. The stability fur=-
nished by the husband becomes & huge void in the service
wife's life.' She must shoulder these tasks alone now--
for an indefinite times It is not easy. One such service

wife wrote:

"It was not until ebout a week after his departure
that I realized the magnitude of responsibilities
that had now descended on my shoulders. Billas began
to come in, requests for insurance payments, gasoline
rationing dates were set, 2ll fuel oil users had to
neasure their rooms and & host of cther matters oceme
upe Hone of these wore very weighty in themselves
but a8ll had to be dealt with by the head of the
household and I was that head nowe Before this
there hud been times vhen I had had to do more than
my share of running the household michinery, but

I had alwsys had recourse to my husband's help and
advice, and it was a comparatively simple matter to
teke ofAre of details vhen the final responsibility
rested on his shoulders. HNow there were only my
shoulders. '15

Particularly when the wife is also the mother, the new
responsibilities weigh heavily. If in addition she must be=
come the breadwinner, her =;jn:ah begomes extremely diffloulte.
’nd the discouraging thing is that there is no predistable
end to it all, no respite from the grind “for the duration™--

1f he oomes back thenae

4. Orief or readjustment

The service wife's loneliness and anxiety c2n end in

18. Christgeu, Alice, "Your Wife's a Good Sport," in Parents'

kazazine supplement for Fathers in Uniforme., pe 3.
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cne of two ways: grief over his loss or reunion. Mo words

are adeguats to desoribe the overvhelming grief a young

service wife must suffer vhen she receivos & fateful Wap

Departrnent telozrames T"Ath one tinkle of the doorbell 2 life

is shattered, and for & vhile the whole routire of living

bzgores me&ning:less.lg Here is the deenest need of all.

"She wulks aloncessin diys that echo
and nights that ughes

the is the wife and the mother. The
latest communique only oconfirms vhag
she has alreudy lived through and no
reporter describes the battle asz vividly
s she saw it. Yet, if her heart spills
over, only the pillow knows. 20

But even if a service wife is snared this grief, her

needs may not be pono entirelye. GShe, tico, faces a problem of

19.

20.

“Do you know what it is like to go through the usual motions
of your daily life without knowine you apre doing sof It is
as if you are 4 mechanical thing, an Subomsteon, wound up
with a key. You lock at the clock &nd see that the hour has
moved from two o mince You losk af the calendar and know
that this is tomorrow, not yesterduy. You know that on
Wednesday you went swimming with the ohildran. You know
that dozens of people have telephonzdeee

"pgople have said, 'It must be comforting to realize he
never knew what hit him.' That ruch is true. Ho nover
knewe But I knowe Mnd I am not likely to forgete I
know that in one fraction of an instant he was with his
mene And that in the next he was not. /nd that two wecks
later they found him--and buried him--in France."
--=-Rogers, Henrietta 0., "Next of Kin," dtlantic

Ponthly, June, 1945, pp 59,60.
“The Forgotten ¥oman" in She Also Serves, ps 2.
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readjustments Ethe must be the key figure in assisting her
husband to finé his way bock into the routines of normal life.
This tosk will test hor putienae and love in meny instances.
It will be p&rtieulurly 2 Lrying expericnes 1f her veteran

is Injured in body or in mind.

The serviesc wife may ciperience othsr.nceda of grave inm-
pers @nd concerne ‘fant of meil will deopem her loneliness.
Hews of puarticular batiles "with heavy ca2sualties" will in-
crcase her anxiety. Her husband's changed tenmperament may
meke readjusiment for bokth diffioult.

‘nd cach additional nced ;ust touch the heart of she

Christian neighbor @#nd the Christian Churche




C. The Serviceman's Child.

The most pitiful victims of any national catastrophe are
the children. Adulis are somewhat fortified for the experiences
of war and normally cén adjust their lives to meet new crises.
Little children are not so fortunate. They eannot so casily
understand why ixappy rontines of life must be &ltered so sudden=
ly. Thus, vhen the service father zoes to war, he leuves be-
hind him 2 1ittle one vho has needs vhich nay wsll influence
his entire life.

l. Negleot.

then God instituted the human family, He planned that two
adults should be responsible for the training and care of the
children in a partiocular home. ¥War interferes with this plan.
The training and care of the child now falls on the shoulders
of one psrson, the mothers 'The child will not be long in dis-
covering thet fathor's absence makes a big difference. Iothor's
attempt to assums all of the household management keeps her
from spending @s ruch time with the child as formerly. She is
apt to be more :hired and irritable, too, because she is bsar-
ing a very heavy burden.

The child who is not old enough to understand vhat lother
i.;i experiencing, may begin to feel neglected. Indeed, part of
the normal training must be neglected in wartime. No womén o2n
be both mother and father and do the job perfectly.

Other things may contribute to the child's feeling of
being neglected, too. Daddy's visits are always too shorte
fe hes so mueh to do curing the brief days of a leave that he

" mey oasily fall to spend sufficient time with his children.

TR g e L




He may not always be in 2 gheerful mood %o play with them,
either. Children will not fail to notice this, and the affect

on them may be very unfortunate.

"Daddy's home-coming is a red-letter event in the
children's lives. For them his leave can do a

lot %o bolaster up their security, if the time is
spent simply and in & normal way.. If it is treated
as & poriod of bacchanal, the ehildren will feel
that the time Daddy spends with them is being sand=-
wviched beimeen other more important things, and
that they, the ochildren, are secondary in his lifo.
Their security ill get ancther blow. For they
will subconsciously sense, 'It wasn't this way be=-
foro vhen Daddy was at hoga. It probably never
will be the same again.'"sl

A child vho onoce feels that his parents are neglecting him
will have greut difficulty overcoming the personality handi-
caps that such & feeling invariably brings with it.

2« Loneliness.

Children, too, suffer from loneliness when their father
leaves homs. They cannot but mdss his reading of the funny
papers, scuffling on the floor with them, and putting them to
bed with a story. If tho father has been a good father, his
gbsence will leave & painful void in the little heart he left
behind. The mother of such & child wrote:

"1ast nigh Han was restless again. I got out of
bed and went into her room. . Through the window the
light of a eold sprinz moon shone on her troubled
face. She stirred uneasily. /nd in her same half-
voice of sleep, the volce that has startled me so

often, she. cdlled ocut the words thet are familiar to

me now: . 5
'] want my father.  Floase, God, I wint my fathere'"

21. Danziger, Juliet, "Lake the Most of Your Furlough,"
Parent's Supplement (ops oite), p« 13.

22. Rogers, Op- cit., pe 6l.




8+ Read ;\lstmant .

During the service father's absence, the child will have
to make nany adjustments. In meny instances the mother will
bresk up hdusekeening. and move in with parents or relatives.
This means that ohildren of school age will have to change
schools, get Acquainted with new children and new taachors.
These adjustments will often entail problems for the youngster.

“hon the father comecs back snd the family resumes its
normal life, roadjustments must be made-~also by the children.
Little tots may find that their Daddy is a complete stranger.
They will have to zet aoquainﬁed. Older children may find
their !‘atl-'xer chanred somevhat. They will have to adjust them-
sclves to thise Just how troublesoms such readjustments c2n

be is indica%ted by the following case study:

“The boy vas nine or ten when his father departed for
military service. Urged by the latter on leaving that
now he must "take Daddy's place and become the man of
the family,' the son followed these paternal admonitions
with a vengreances«s

"¥hen Sergeunt /nderson returned home, he naturally
assumed that he would t2ke over and that Tommy would
slip back gracefully into his former role of a little
boys Consequently he was perturbed after the first few
days at home to sense that his son behaved strangely
toward hime He failed to understand, for instance; why
Tommy cried so bitterly when he was sent back to his
ovm room; why he clungz to his mother and almost glared
when his father would kiss and oaress her; or why he
acted so sullen and resentful when his father tried to
be friendly with him. It nover dawned on Sergsant
/nderson that his departing orders to Tommy to 'take
paddy's place' had been obeyed literally and that his
return home precipitated a jealousy situation that held
within it all the elements of & family trisngle drama.*2>

23« Pratt, ope oit., ppe 176=177




De The Servicemean's rParentse

liost of the servicemen in the imerican /rmed Forces are
unmarrisd. This mesns that they leave behind &s their "next
of kin" not & wife and child, but & mother and father. Al-
though older folks are better equipped to meet war emergencies
than younger, inexperiencsd psople, they too suffer vhen their
sons leave homs to do battle.

The greatest problome of service mothers and fathers are
tho problems of lcnslincss and anxiety. ‘e have flready dis=-
cussed these problems in connestion with the serviceman, his
wife, and his child. Parenbs-=particularly the mother==feel
a very deeop senae of loss when their aan‘entern the service.
Behind the blus stuér in the window of the service home many
lonely hours 8nd anxious hours are spent.

Sometinmes the son's departure severely cuts into the
family inoome. This necessitates an elderly couple's making
difficult adjustments in their way of livinge In other cuses,
the parents may be called upon to furnish & home for the
scrvicemén's wife and fanily. This, too, creates problems.

But the greatest nced of &1l is etill the simple lone-
liness for one vho is an csssntial part of the family circls.
Meny ptrents live for the sake of thelr children=--to sec them
grow up, beoome educsted, &nd establish happy homes. This is
their mejor concern. Var disrupts their plans and dreams
becouse 1t suddenly removes the son around whom these plans
and dreams revolved. No one else can f£i1l1 the void thus

created. Service parents &re people in needs toos




Ee The Serviceoman's Commnitys

The military reoruit does mot only leave a family and a
hom he leaves a oomnunity bohind him vhen he leaves for war.
The emnmn‘lty, too. has prublems thrust upon it 'by wapr. The
community 1: a gollection o:t‘ indivtduals and hmseholds bound
together oy geop;rnphiual and eoonom&o t:l.aa. and by a common way
of .‘-h inking and ao-i- ing toreﬁxer- This very vitul un.'..t of so-

ciety underroas certain defim.‘be and cruo!.al strains vhen the

nation poes to war and vhen it rctums to peaca.

l. Tons ion.

Yhen the rﬂd:lo and nemhlw’{s blare out the news, '."’ar |
dooclared!" a v:l.sible ohana;e comes over the comunity. Every- ~ L
one. 15 exeTteds " Litkle knoks of peoplslgather ih Tronv ofimae= |
stores to‘c.ii.scuss the news. Heighbo:-s exchange opinions. All

%

are curlous abaut how war will ai‘f‘eet this partiaular commnity

and its paoplo. The ajir is tense.

is the war stretohes out into veeka and months and years,

tha tension oontinuas to grip the eomuni.ty folk. This tension
tEkes on a more sombre asneob as war reaches dom and snatches
one after another ‘of the young men ;'rom the locality. #n ever
larger group wﬂ-h.’m the oom:mn:lty comes under the spell of
loneliness, ﬂ'nxiehy and rrief- Eews of a homa-tom casualty
brings these feelings 'l:o the surfage to be viemd by the whole
populaoe. Y
o ‘The livlng routineu of a oormm!.ty ohange in wartme, toos

omen li.ne up befors buhoher shopa to pet searue mea" nnd buttor.

™e me:n work harder and Ionrer houra at the shop -md ofﬂ.ne-

veryona livas undar more pressure thln before. ’l'ho ohildren




play var games in the streets. Some of the tcen-azers use the
zeneral turmoil and oonfusion to esperiment with a "freer" kind
of oonduct. Hkoney flows more freely to make everyone feel more
indépsndent;.

The result of %hese many tens_iona gripping hearts is a
gormmunity of nervous, somstimes jittery, people. Temper are
shorter than before. Occasional fights occur beh een people who
stand in long lines. Overworked clerks make curt rcmarks
and &ssume &n indifferent attitude toward customers. 'hile the
neighbors may join their hearts on ccrtain occasion of grief
or victory, mishaps in everyday life find them irritable and
resentful. Strangers who move into a ecommunity to take big-
paying war jobs in particular find the "nativos™ an casily-
offended mroup of peoplee.

The cumulative affeot of these tensions makes living in
the community ruch less enjoy&ble. I5 is & problem which must be
faced and met.

then peage returns, 2 new set of tensions takes the place
of the wurtime problems. "Readjustment™ stares business men in
the fuce. The community now wonders how it can best absorb the
young men whon it has learned to live without. The servicemsn
coming back want jobs. !Yany of them expect ﬂ:eir old job bagk.
*hat will happen to the civilian who holds that job now? that
can the community do for the ph.ynicﬂi and mental casualties?
Certainly it has an obligation to them. How can it discharge
it best? ‘ho is to take the lead in marshalling the resources
of the commnity to meet the veterans' post-war needs? These
are ﬂpJ:'oblems- They bother the folks of the co-munity. They

create tensions. These tonsions are needs.
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2. Selfishness.

Grave as the phenomsnon of tension is in & commnity,
selfishness is an even more disastrous feature of wart ine
living. T¥apr is a materialistic venture. It focuses men's
minds on materialistic geins and losses. High cultural ideals
are forsaken, and "real life" is reduced to flesh and blood
existence. 'iar is a struggle for survival of & nation. That
attitude oarries over into individual lives, tooe 3Socareity of
cortain commodities brings this attitude into the open as
people vie with each other for possession of such zoods. ¥ar
makos men selfishe.

"Yar production has floundered under absentesiam nn'd

unauthorized strikese The profiteering and opportunism

of managemont is due for more drastic revelations beyond
the ominous signs &lready at hand. The nation enjoys
the feeling of big money in 1its pockets The OPA fights
only & delaying 2ction against inflation. Loose money
roests only temporarily in war bonds, flirts only at
safe distunce with projeots of charity and relief,
flecos shamnlessly into astronomic alcohol and tobacso
budgets, unrestrained luxury trades, the black markat.

"/s we look at the total fipures and general character=

istics of our tims, wve are apt to forget that wv are

talking about people. The wild self=-indulgence and the
rioting materialism of these war years is a trait always
of flesh-and=blood men and women and childrensa.

"These symptoms of decay are gravae. The aatug} malady
is zravers. It is selfishness and self-will."

Selfishness not only prevents whole-hearted coopsration
among people in wartime needs. It also is the chief block to
amooth raoé‘%ersion to peacetime livinge Selfishness makes

workers resent the return of vetarans to the employment mar=

24. Cagmmerer, Re Re, "Our Number One Responsibility,"
The Iutheran Witness, April 10, 1945, p. 119.




ket. Selfishness nmakes men resent “he return of normal wazes
and prices. &elfishness builds walls hatween individuals and
groups in the commnity. . Selfishness brings unhappiness to

a cormunity. It robs 1lifa of the warmth and joy of neighbor-

liness. Tt represents a disastrous need in men.




¥1X. How the Church Serves These Heedss

A« It Equips People to Serves

The Christ:ian Church 1:: that 'rrwp of -:eople in whom the
life of God is nctive- A Chris i-ian conrrevation 13 a p,;rou:: of
nuch people :|.n a pnri‘.icul T eommity guthared nboui: the ¥ord of
God end the Saorements inatituted by Christ. They gether bout
this Yord for.the purpose of Bbra.ngthening the life of God im
their midst--in each :lndiv:ldual of the oangregat!.on. Further-
more, they gabher together to strengl:hon each other in exerecis-
ing that 1ife of God more effectively among the other poopls of
the commmnity. Christians desire growth in two directions: a
stronger ‘hold on God (faith) end a stronger love toward men.
The latter means the aoquiring of a greater desire fo sorve
the needs of fellowmen, the former raanhes out for the spirt=
ual resources: o empower the service.

"let ue héld fast the profess‘ion of ouri f‘nlth

without wavering; (for He- is faithful that promised;)

and let us eonsider one another to provoke unto

love and to good workl.‘fl

This is the business of the Christien Churchs

1. Te Pastor. ,

The Christian enﬁgﬁg&bim enlists the services of-a pro-
fassibnnl worlkar',w a paator,‘to diﬁot the progran of Spir:lti:ul
groﬁzh in i:bu midsi:. Thia m&n is trainad to undaratand tha basio
needs &nd l-tt:ltudes of men End to understand God's me‘-hcd of
solﬂng those needs ﬂnd reshaping those ntti'hudes- H:l.a whole

time is g:lven oyar €o imparting this knowledp;e--nnd the 1life

e

1. Hebe 10, 28+ 24.
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of God which is latent in i1t--to the individual members of the
Christian congregation. He does this through various media:
publio discussicns of divine truth in sermons, Bible c¢lasses,
and gatherings of groups within the church; private consultat-
ion in his office or in an individual home; on visits to the
sick or shut=-ins. In each of these activities the pastor secks
to carry out the mandate of his lord:

"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to the whole

floock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,

to feed the ChI:EGh of God, which He hath purchased with

His own blood.
This "feeding" implies the imparting of spiritual food for the
strongthing of the life of God in Christian people.

2. Co-workers.

The pa;shor'ﬂ ministry is augmented by the services of many
mombers within the congregation itself. Elders, Sunday School
teachers and youth leaders &lso engage in the task of equipping

Christians for a2 life of service--a life of love.

3.« Equipment: Law, Gospel, Saorlm;its.

Then God sets about the ;l:ask of equipping pecple to live
as His people, He follows a definite procedure. He has made
this procedure clear in His Vord, and Christians pnltéra and
laymen have found that it is the only one that works. The first
-stop is to make the individual recognize his own weakness and
spiritual deficit. God does this through His Law, which sets
down the pattern of living mean was oreated to earry out. 4s

the individuakl measures up his everyday life azainst this

2. Aots 20, 28,




pattern, he must inevitably conclude that he himself is ill1-
equipped for the kind of life God expecots of him. Soripture

supports this eonolusion:

"£11 have sinned end come short of the glory of Gode™

"Thosoever shall keep the whole .i.a.w, and yet offend in

one point, he is guilty of all.

God's second step in equipping men for & life of love is
%o make olear to them vhat He Himself did to rescuec man from
this life of weaknese &nd vronge le points out that the
gravest tragedy connected with man's sinful life is that it
cuts man off from Gode It makes him dead, completely unable
to do the works of life. One simple statement of Soripture

tolls the whole tragic story:
"The wages of sin is deathe"?

The bulk of Seripture deseribes how God planned to remove
this block of sin betwsen God and mén--and how thet plan was
cérried out successfully in Jesus Christ. Ha.re. in one singls
individual, God and man combined to do the superhuman task of
paying off the sin of the world and bringing God and man to-
gether again. The job was done when Jesus Christ died on the

.oross nineteen centuries ago.

S« ROome 3, 23.
4, Juamos 2, 10.

5. Rom. 6, 23.




"God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them."

"He hath made iim to be sin for us who knew no sin

that "}F might be made the righteousness of God in

Hime

"Ho is the Propitiation for our sins, and not fop curs

only, but also for the sins of the rhole world."

The Heavenly Fathor aigna.leﬁ his approval of Jesus' whols
work vhen He raised Him from the dead on the third day after
His death.

“Christ was delivered for our_offenses and was raised

again for our justification.*?

This part of God's plean for creating a people of love was
completed at one definite point in history. The third and
£inal phase of the ‘great plan, homvur.'oontinues right down
to the present day. The Christian Church is charged with the
responsibility of implementing this part of the plan. Thisz
third step mskos the historical fact of Jesus' atonement &
dynamic in the life of an individual human being.

To eonclude this process, God works & miracle. His Holy
Spirit entors tho heart of &n individual, giving him the power
to believe the acocount of the Atonement (the Gospel) and to
understand its significance for him. Becauss this entrance
of the Spirit of God into & luman hesart is brought about by
tho Gospel and by the Sasrsaments which add physical expressiocn
to the Gospel, we: think of these as "means o!‘rgraue" which

e

6. 2 Cors 5, 19.
Te 2 Cora 5, 21.
8.'1 John 2, 2.
Ou. Bome & 2Ba . Lo o AR e T s
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the Holy Spirit uses.
The Christian Church is charged with the dispensation of

these "mesns.” As indivicuals and as eongregations, those who

meke up the Body of Christ have tho primary function of using
Gospel ond Sacrament to strenghbhen thoir own hold on God and
thon %o carry them o their fellowmene They are to be able to
say as Paul said to the Corinthians:

B Chri.ifé' Jesus I have begotten you throu-z;h the
Goopole™

The Savior had this plan in mind when He prayed on the last
Thursdsy of His life:

"Hleither pray I for these aloneo, but for them also

which shall believe on Ye through their word.™l

Tith this whole plan of God as i%s working basis, with
Gospel and Szerament as’ its fundamental equipmsnt, and with
the Spirit of God a8z its ultimalbe Source of pover, the Christian
Church moves out to solve the needs of men. It equips its
wembors with a) an understanding of %he basic nesds of their

fcllowmen; b) an understanding of ‘God's plan for their solut-

jon; & spirit of love to hslp others; and the Gospel to change

the lives about them.

On some cccasions, indced on many occ2sions, the pastor
will find it useful to.apply Christian solutions to vory
specific needs in the community. The problems of the service-

mén, for example roeprosents specifio needs, as we have sceans

10« 1 Core. 4. 15.
11. John 17, 20.




That doess the Christian religion offor to a lonely man? Can
Christianity do anything about worry? C=n it ense the anziety
of the service wife or parconts? Can it do anything about ths
tensions and selfishness rampont in the community?

& group of Christiens will want %o know the answers to
these apzoific and widespread needs. = & ehmireh, they will
want 4o shudy Soripture Lozother so thet in addition to have-
ing an over-all view of men's problems, they ure also equipped
with an understanding und solution of such specific needs.
They will vant to know juat how the love which they have for
their neighbors can cxpress itself most offectively. This

is park of the equipment which the Church mst provide.




Bs How Christians Sorve.

Equipped with the 1ife of God, the plan of God &nd &he
love of Cod, the pecple who are the Ckvrsh of Christ launch
out to eope with the neceds of the ssrvicemén and his fanily.
They serve these needs 25 pustor @nd layman, as indivicuals
' and s zZrounsSe

Part I. is individvals.

l. Priendliness.

The Christien who wants to help his neighbor must also

look as if he vants to hslp. He nust bs friendly. He must

attrect people to him befors he can begin to help them. He
rmet ™in their rocpeet and their good will before he can
agts The Eavior pointed . out that ilis psople wers to be like
this:
'"Ye are the light of the world...Llet your lizht so
shine bofore men thet they may see your good wrorks
and glorify your Father which is in hoaven.®
As men are attragted by light, so are they to be attracted
by the Christian. They must find Christians to be the most
joyful, helpful and understonding of all companionse. Paul
put it this way:
"Do all things without mrmuring and disputings, that
ye may be blamoloss 2nd hermless, the sons of God
without ‘rebuke, in the midst of a orooked and perverse

nation, armong whom yo shine as 11§ht- in the world
holding forth the woré of life.?l

e ]

12. Matt. 5, 14. 16

13. Phil. 2, 14-16.




Everyonc in the world needs eénd appreciates a friond.

Ve have seen that one of the greatest problems of people in
this war period is lonelincss. Loncliness means that a
single individual is bearing the burdens of life alone,
without @ny helpe. The Christion who is gemuinely friendly
mst skind ready to bring the warmth of that friendliness
to the neighbor in necde.

2+ Sympathye

The Christian must also cultivate the attitude of sym-
pathy before he c&n render service to his fellovman. Many
of the troubles lying heavily in & human hesart need most to
be shared with 2 sympathetic listener. This is particularly
truc of the lonelinces @nd anxiety that hangs over those
whom the wep has affected most personally. The Christian is
well equinped to be a sympathetic listensr to problems.
Fe recopnizes thet his priméry purpose in the world is ren-
doring aid to cthers. Ho lovee his neighbor as he lovas
hinmsclf, end this feeling sho s itself in sympathetic inter=
est in the problems of his neighbor. This is an essential
part of the Christian life and program of service:

"We then that are strong ought to bear th:linrirmitles

of the weak, &nd not to please ourselves.

"Jear ye= one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ."l6

"Remenmber them thet are in bonds, as bound with them;

and them vhich lmf{er adversity, as being yourselves
also in the body."16 ,

e e i

14. Rome 15, 1.
16. Gal. 6, 2.
16. Heb. 13, 8.
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2. Spocific dots of Love.

The Christian will also cultivate an attitude of help=-
fulness that will maeke hin sazer to perform aspsaifis acks |
of love demanded by the moment. In wartime, such astivity
will inolude faithful lettor-writing to servicemen, visit-
ation of the lonely and bercaved ot homo and sacrlfice for
the henofit of the comrunity's war effort. He will regard
oven such fctivities as bond-buying, donating to the Red
Crosa hloed benk and coopersting with variocus scrap drives
as opportunitics %o sorve. Careful observation and rozding
will make him sensitive %o new areas of service.

It might be pointed out that here the Christian pastor
has a particularly important opportunity %o porforr cuch
acta of love. A pasior's visis to a lonoly home, bringing
the cheer of the CGospel, etn be one of the most valutble scr=-
vieces one humén being cen render to a@nother. A word of prayer
can bring comfort and psscs %o & heart hoavy with fear or
griefs letters toc servicemen from their pastor are likewise
of particuler meening and valuee.

Scripture is full of illustrations and directions for
carrying out such 2 program of spocific acts:

"I was eyes %0 the blind, @nd faet wns I to the lame.

I wvas & father to the poo“ﬁ and the c2use which I

knew not I searched oute.

"Mure relizion and undefiled before God and the

Father is this, To visit ths fatherlass and midows

in their aﬂ‘liot{on. and to keap himself unspotted
from the world."18

17. dJob 29. 15. 16.
18- J.ne. 1. 27-
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"(The Samaritan) went to him, and bound up his wounde,

pouring in oil and wine, oand set him on his own biast,

and brought him to an inn, and took sars of himes" 9
Christians in the twenticth esntury will want to do no less
then this. They will mot wint o overloock a single call for

he].p.

4. Fmpartine fod's Life.

The Christion is interested in wore than alleviating

the noed or pain of the moment. He is anxious to acquaink

the neady person with God's remedy for all needs. He will
want to impart the understanding of trouble and pain which
he himself has from his study of God's Vord. The Christian
is eguipped to ix'-ﬂ:erpret difficulty as God"s invitation to
try the life of God.
Having demonstrated friendliness and sympathy, &nd having

performed specific &cts of love, the way is open for the Chris=-

tien to mako his greatest contribution to his neighbor's life--
the life of Gode Peter saw this as the climax of the Christion’s {

service:

"Be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a rensonaaf the hope thet is in you with
moekness and fear.”

The tools the Christian uses in this process e have al=-

ready discusscd: the Gospel of Christ Jesus. This tool, wielded

by the Christian and utilized by the Holy Spirit, has ths

power to transform the life of the neighbor in need. This i=

the. highest service of lovo he can render.

O e i SR e SRR

19. Luke 10, 34.

20. 1 Pet. 5, 16»



Part 1I. As Groups

le The family

"The family is the keystone of the divinely
established plan f'or the tcmporal and eternal
happiness of God's children. The family ate-
dates sin. It is the only divine institution

for the benefit of mankind which was established
vhile man was still in & state of innocence.

/nd when God in His meroy decided to send the world
& Redecmer from the guilt and punishment of sin,
He ordained that this Redeemer was to be born
into a humen family, the seed of /ibraham &nd
David, the family of Nary the Virgin. Thus God
hallowed the institution of the family and in-
dicated its supreme and rundameniial importance in
the 1ife and happiness of man."

The family is indeed the basic unit in & program of
Christian action. Fellow-Christians living together under
the same roof have the best opportunity to understand each
other's needs and to help in their solution.

Holp to the servicem&n bogins with his family. Here are
the folks who vrite letters to him most faithfully while he
is away and here are the folks who give him the warmest wel-
come vwhen he returns homs. Vhat can the members of & service-
men's family do to help him while he is away? The first en-
swor, of course, is: Vrited Cheery letters are the number
one morale booster to the mén away. Snapshots of the family
Aci'd, toos ind thoughtful packages--especially on specisl oc=
casions--will leave & smile on the GI's face after mail call.

During vartime, members of the service family have obli=-

gations to each other, tooe : Each rust recognize that his

21 "ind, He, "The Postwar Battle Line -.The Family," a lec-
ture delivered &t the Visitor's Seminar, Valparaiso Uni-
versity, lNovember, 1944, pe 100.




Christien responsibility iz to help 4keep the rest of the family
cheerful and to take up some of the burdens of the household
formerly done by the absent serviceman. The inevitable ten-
sions of the service home call forth a greater amount of love
nﬁd petience and willingness on the part of the Christian
fanily. '

‘ Great as the service of the Christian family is :ln.war,
it may be even greater in post-wir days. Every serviceman
looks forvard to the day when he can walk through the very fa-
miliar door of the place called Home. FHe expects that he will
£ind more love and more sympathy and more cheer there than in
any cther place in the world. The mermhers of the Christian
family will not let him dowme They will follow essential prin-
ciples which will help the veteran make the adjustment from
military to civilian life with the least amount of difficulty.

Some of these prineiples are:

“le Love him and velcome him back.
2+ Listen well...but dmlt pPrys
3« Face the reality of disability, if there be one.

£, Treat him as an essentially normal, una'tanding. com=-
petent »erson, not as an invalid.

5= Commend his efforts and successes and ignore the
Bl’.pﬂ-

6. Expect him to be different in some ways.

7. Allow hinm time and freedom in getting acquainted
with the old places and in re-establishing his old
contaocts.

8. Creats an atmosphere of expectancy: encourage him to
take up his favorite hobby or sport, to go back to
‘work. as soon as he is able, and to lead a mormal
social life: but avoid pushing or regulating him.
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9« Get professional help if it is needed. Don't just
muddle through.

10. Let your own faith and_besuty of spirit be your
chief stock in trade."2?

These are common sense suggestions. There is no need for

Christians to practice amateur psyshology on the veteren .23

Rule #10, coupled with germuine love &nd intelligence, will be
sufficient to eass the veteran over the readjustment period. |
If the veteran returns &8s a physical or mental casuzlty,
greater resources of love and understanding will be requirsd
of the Christian family. /nd Christians will respond to the
greater needs cheerfully and patiently, knowing that here is
the Lord's challenge to them to serve in a greater capacity.>®
The Christian family which prastices the principles of
love faithfully in the orisis.of war and in the difficulties
of the post-var era, will emerge 2 more closely-knit unit |
of Christianity thean ever before. They will find that their
trials hnv§ increased their reliance on God and their need to

help each other.2®

22. Rennie, Thomas 4. Ce, "hen He Comes Dack, pp. 1ll=13. Cfs also
How Families Can Help, Pamphlet No. 7 In the series, "The
Church @nd the Returning Service Personnely™ publishsd by the
Federal Council of Churches.

23. General Dwight De Eisenhower told & press conference, "Don't
try to psycho@nalyze the boys. Pat them on the back, they're
normal human beings." St. Louis Post-Dispatch, dJure 19,
1945. pl 2’\‘

24. For speoific suggestions on family treatment of the disabled
see Yhen the Uniforms ire lut /iway, ppe 38-43.

2E. Cf« Popence, Paul, litke the Ysr Strengthen Your karriaze.
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2+ The Service Conmittes.

The Christian people who meke up & particular comgrezation
will £ind it uaeﬁxl to appoinﬁ a specific somittee to study
the nceds of sawioameﬁ and their families and to'su:;gast
new ways in “hich merbers of the church ean ssrve these neseds.
Careful thought should be given to the personnel meking up
this committea In & parish. Tt should includs & renresen‘.bativa
group of Christisne whose interest and ahility qualify them
for this specific task of love.?20

thile this Servicoc Committee may sece fit to sarry out
cortain programs of service ltself, its primary funotion is
to study a&nd to recommend. The actual cérrying out of indi=-
vidual tasks should be charged to various groups and versons
within the congregation.

The committee will devote itself to the servicemen's noods
in wartime end in the post-war period. During the war, ths
committee may vell insugurate 'a. program which will include
jtems like the following:

1le Lettors 0 servicemene - Round-robin letters inoluding
execerpts from the various servicemen &re morals-boosters
and keep a bond of unity amongz them.

2. Papers, bulletins, eaiendlra.

Ss Religious literabturee.

4. Packages.

6 Guidance to familiss on correspondence.

6« A Service Tiives Club.

P e

26. Drs Peul Dannenfeldt, of the Army-Navy Commission of the
Missouri Synod, suggests that the Committee include represen=
tatives of all church orgénizations, the pastor and the con=-
gregation chairmén.




7+ Bducation2l programs for service families.

8. Visitation of newly-inducted and berecved.

9. 8pecial sservices for service families.

Through these projegts, the church will kzep touch with
its men in uniform. Servicemen will know that the church they
left has not forgotten them, but that it is doing everybhing
it cqn for their needs.

Yhen the veterans return, tho Serviece Committee will heve
an opportunity to render fdditional services. Here the mem-
bers of the committee themselves will serve directly in many .
instances. Possible post-war projoctas of the Committee are .27

1. ¥Yelcoming the veterane

2s Counseling him on joﬁa, educctional opportunities.

3¢ /ssisting his re-entrance into church life and ectivitye.
4. sssisting rehabilitation of the wounded.

6« Suggesting professiontl agencies to handle specifie
needs s

6+ Arranging educitional roorsational programs for
veteranss

The scope of the Service Committee's activity will vary
from parish to parish. Zome oom';r_agatiana may be able to
serve only their own service memberss OCthers will find it
feasible to serve soldiers of the commnity outside the house-
hold of ram_;. thereby testlfying to the lpve of God whioh

ljes in thé Christian heart. °

27. Cf« Phen the Uniforms Are Put fway, ppe 48-49. Also
The Progrem of the Local Churoh, Pamphlet No. 6 in the
series, "the Church @nd Returning Servies Perscnnel.”




Ss Tha youbh =roups.

The young poople of the consregation vill find them-
selves in a4 particulerly advﬂntnp;ccu; position to serve the
serviceman and the veteran. 7These men &re in tho main their
om 8ze. Their interests und problems are commone This
faot nakes the young people’s sooiety of the congrezation
the most natural organization for keuping conbtact wikh the
sorvicenan as he leaves the commnity for the eamp and battls-
front. Round-rrobin letters from socsiety members Lo 2ll mem-
bers in service are pariicularly valuable devie=s for kesping
this conkttct. Fagkages on spacizl occusions, birbhday cards
and similar tokens of thoughtfulness mean & zreat deal o the
men overseas, porticularly vhen they come from his omn age
groune

Yhen the younz men rcturn home, again the younz peoplo
of the congregation cén Luke the lead inm rendering help. The
alther League has listed & number of specifie projects 2
youth group can cuarry out to show its love for ths veteran:

1. Appoint two or three Leaguers tc c2ll upon each re-

turned servicemane. :

2., Send a letter of meloome to each serviceoman upon his
returne.

3¢ Gxtond & yeer's complimentapy "alther League mom-
- bership to essh returning wveteran.

4. Plan a socialss.designed especially to appeal to the
boys who return from the service.

5e Give the returning servicemen &8 dsfinite part in
. your society programess

10. Assist your pastor in the psychologiecal readjust-
ment of the boys vho have come bick from battleees




"12. Care for tha spiritual and materisl welfare of the
wounded end diseblsd veterans in your ocongregation
and cmv\l.-mn.’d;yé whether in hospitals or confinsd to
their homose™

The young peoples' group which acespts the challonge of

service placed upon it by war will £ind in this service & uni-
fying power of great significanca. The bonds of Christian

love among the membsrs will become tighter and stronger as they
sense the mututl desire to serve each other's needs in the spi-

rit of lovee.

4. len's and women's groupse

Yhile the largzest part of direct contast with service=
men wili be carried on by the young 'baople of the congzregation,
¥en's Clubs, Ladies Societies, Adult Bible Classes, and
other 2dult groups will alse tfke an Active interest in the
serviceman a.ndrhis needs. The men will be able to lend finan-
clal n.’;.d to the Service Cormitice's program. The ladies may
wish to sond paokages to servicemsn, particularly at Christ-
mas tinee

For the most part, however, the adult activitied will
eoanter on tﬁe needs of the folks at home. They will want to
#aka the lead in wisiting the parents and wives of servicemon,
helping to ease ths loneliness and anxiety while the men are
away. -These visits by mothers snd wives to service mother and
vrives can do muech to 1lift the burden under which many of those
ladies .ura earrying on thoii- lives. Fartiocularly in times of
hereavenent such visitl can bring the comfort and cheer that

is despera';ely needed.

26+ The Vorker's Quarterly, October, 1944, ppe ?




Men's groups will also take a partioular interest in the
veteran's probloms. They will'be familisr with opportunities
in the businesé world, 'nnd mey te &ble to render valuable ad-
vice and aid to the returning servieemén. The Servioa- Com-
mittee m&y call upon them Lo help solve some of the material
problems 61’ the veteran. Thsse men's groups will probebly in-
clude veterans from thé ‘las‘; wiare They vill be in & position
to understand the practical nceds ofrth voterans and to sug-
gest ways of solving them.

One other thing must be said sbout the men's psrticipation
in & service program of the church. lIn many instances the men of
the congregétion are best equipped to help the apiriﬁxal ncoeds
of the veteran. A battle~hardened serviceman vill respsct the
simple faith of othoer minly men. Xen's groups will therefore
be interested in inviting veterans to participate in a very

spiritvel progrém of activity.

6. The congregétione.

"The Fastor must ready the congregation for the
veteran's returns He must persuade the congregation
by tho power of God's Tord and Spirit to rocapture

Ste Paul's ideal that the Church is the Body of

Christ @nd through the same means churoh members rast
be made to realize that they are members one of an-
cther &nd their brother's kespereeefo will e2ll atien-
tion of the conzregation to its responsibility over
against them (the veterans), encourasze i%s participa-
tion in the work of reintegrating service men and
womon into norm&l homo, clurch and commmity life."zg-

The whole Christian congregation must participate in

the working out of the servicemen's needs. The servicemen

thomselves and their feamilies at home must feel that they

S SR SR SR T

29. Dannenfeldt, Paul, "The Returning Service Kem and
Women,™ an address delivered at the Visitor's Seminar,
Valparaiso University, November, 1944, p. 48.
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oan count on the continuing love and backing of the whole
number of Christians who make up the congregations I a
hundred different ways the maivlduﬂla and groups in the
church will demonstrate this love &nd this support. The
servicomin and tho service family must never feel 2lons in
facing their needs. Through the ministry of the shurch they
know that they ocan count ¢n Gode Through the evidencss of
love they know that they can count on God's people.

On some occ@sions the whole congregation can participate
in on activity for service folk. It will offer up speciel
prayers for servicemen, joining voices and hearts in bring-
ing its potitions before the throne of God. Sometimes whole
scrvices will be given over %o thoughts @nd prayers concorn=-
ing the specific needs of servicemen and cervias l-;oms- Thus
the program of Christian love will be directed .in the minds of
men to these specific needs.

The Christian congregation will understand that in serve-
ing the m&n in uniform it not only is cxercising its God-
given duty &nd privilege, but it iz at the same time laying
the basis for additional spiritual help when the serviceman
becomes & vekteran. Tho veteran will want to come back to
this kind of 2 church--& gathoring of people who oare for him
and his problems, and whose highest joy is to serve. Ome
well-informed vriter deseribes the kind of ochurch that will
be able to serve the serviceman in pe&eetime when he writes

thus:




“The wvetoran needs shurchss vwhich moke it eleay thit
thoy earc about him #nd 2re grateful to him and ad=-
rire his couraze nd efficisncy and vnselfishness b
vhich insist, hecouss they love him well and truly,
that ths Shings thel peally metter, thanks 5o the
‘merican sohool and college, lie teyond his untrained
goznizancde

Phe weteran nocds a shursh vhioh +i1l %ell hinm
the tyruth abcut his omn inoompetence 2nd the income
pokonge of She seneration which brad and tr2ined
hime "0
To thie wo ould 2dd cne other thoughte The veteran
necds 2 gimrsh which will tell him that Jod haa taken sy
the canso of this inceompetonee in Chelst Jesus and thalb £aith

in fim snd His redomotion opons a way to & useful, happy,

chl:rnal lifct

50. Bell, Bernard Iddings, “The Ohurch and the Veterun,"
The Atlantic Monthly, December, 1944, pe 88.




Conalusions

Vier brings both problems and opportunities to Christian
people. It intensifies personal needs and oreates mew ones.
On the other hand, these very needs can lead the Christian to
& gloser touch with God and a richer life of love and service.

Christian people arc concerned about the nceds of otherse
In vartime they are particularly consecious of the serviceman
and his family. The needs of those people are very evidente.
The Christian and the Christian Church moves out to serve theose
needs for just one reason--the love of Christ which dwells in
thelr hearts constrains them to do so« This love reaches out
%o overy neizhbor in need.

The eattitude of love is not only basic to & Christian pro=-
grém for the serviceman &nd his family, but it brings with it
some of the most essential equipment for serving needs--the
skills of tact, of sympathy, of cheerfulness and resourceful=-
nesse These skills vhich spring from genuine love are the
orying need of our day.

In dealing with the problems of individuals and groups,
the Christian religion always serves the whole man &nd the whole
society. e do not isolate the problem of the vetoran from the
problem of the family or commnity. The nceds of all rust be
served sirmiltaneously because they interact upon eash others
The power of love--the love of God in Christ--and the love of
God at work in His people--c&n serve every naed effectively

and construectively.

The tnak. of the Christian is twofold: to take more of God's

Spirit into his heart through Viord and Sacrament and to utilize

the new life of God in serving the needs of others.

R




Appendix I. Serving the Unchurched Veteran

No prozram of Christian love can stop at the church doore.
Indeed, the very nature of love is to spill over all man-made
boundaries &nd flood the countryside. fthen Christian pecple
consider the needs of returning veterans, they cannot stop when
they huve cared for only those who &are of the household of faithe.
They will inevitably be concerned with the needs of those whose
lives are as yet untouched by the Savior.

If surveys &nd Chaplain’s reports are correct, the un-
churched will constitute the bulk of the returning armies. The
church cannot ignore this largze group of fmericans. It rmst
be senait;ve to their needss It must include them in its post-
way planse

liany of these unchurched veterans will rebturn with a
questioning attitude tovard the church. They have sensed the
need for God in moments of crisis. They have met Christian
Chaplains and have learncd to respect these men of God. MHNow
they will want to know whether the eross on the nearby stesple
stands for the same kind of help &nd love as the cross on the
Cahplain's lapel. They mmst get the right answer, or the church
will lose its God-given ché@nce to win their souls for Christ.

Principles .°.£. the Program.

le ‘TT MUST BE MOTIVATED SOLELY BY THE LOVE OF CHRIET.
Christian people help their followmen in need simply because
it is their nature to love. ‘rh? Good Samaritan had no re&son
to help the fallen Jow. EHe had nothing to gain. fhen ths

Christians of a church go a@bout dcing good, they, too, must




do so without thought of gaine Therefore, & program of service
to the urclurched veteran must not have as its underlying, though
unstased, purpose the gaining of new members for the chirche If
the community ever suspected such 2 purposs, the entire program
would be useless~-both to the church and to the veterans

2« IT MUST BE GOOBD]]‘L\?HD WITH THE COMMAINITY PROGRAM. All
possible commnity agencies should know of the church's program
for veterans so that duplication of effort is eliminated. The
church itself will not want its program to sonfliet with the prc-
grams of other commnity agenoies. Since ﬁhe church is earrying
on its veteran program 2s & service of love, not as a device for
adding to its memborship, this cooperation is possibloe The
church will know, however, that its program of love is a power=-
ful witness for the faith it professes.

3« IT MUST BEGIN EQ_! A veterans' prozram that vaits
till V-Day to awing into operntion vwill fajil. The veteran rust
not only know that the ohurch has a program, but he mst think
of the shurch in friendly terms, when V-Day comes. He st un=-
derstand, even while he is in a distant fox-hole, that the church
in his neizhborhood inscludes the people who are most concerned
with his welfare--now and after vénay- In psychological terms,
the soldier must be "oconditiomed" to parﬁioipato in the church's
pr‘;gram of service wi'.th oomplat".e_ fajth and confidence. His
family, likewu;, mist know that the church is seeking only to

help, not to gain, in the orisis of war and post-war astivity.




Aopendix II. The Pastor Counsels.

In additic-m'to the task of equipping his ccngragation
for a program of service to servicemen and their families,
the pastor will {:_ake ths lsad in aotualljr ministaz-:lng to
individu2al needs. He '.jrill £ind that the crisis of war orsubes
opportunities for effective SPiri‘B!;ﬁl miristration to indivi-
dvals, The pastor will therefore be very zezlous in caring
for the man entering the service, the serviceman's family,
and the returned veteran. He will apply the love of God in
Christ to the very real person&l needs of these ﬁdlvidu&ls.
The pastor will want to be the Iiumhe‘r One Example of Christian
love in ucticn.

l. ten zoing into the service.

Although the gresatest recruviting phase of the present war
is over, many men will-oantin-ne to enter the service in the
days and months ahead. The prospect of compulsory military tr2in-
ing for /meric8n youth even after the war confronts the psastor
with a contimiing need among the men of his shurch and commn-
ity.

iany ‘'of the men who ledve hone will have diffiocult per-
sonal problems connected with their leavinge. They will want
to discuss these problems with the pastor before goinz amay.

In many instances, these will be spiritval problems, for the
man vho marches ‘away from the stability of home and family
may suddenly sense his need for God.

In cm;nseling the recruit, the pastor will want to be
sure to suggeat thﬂ!: the man contact his ohllplain at camp,

and hecome aaquainted with thn Iutheran pﬂstor of the neigh=-




boring town. e will also proride. tho racruit wwith a New
Testament, urzing him to méke frequent use of the one thing
thet keeps him in close touch with Gode The pastor should
elso assure the man going avay that he will vrite regularly.
After encouraging tho man to.view the service ahead es
an adventure in which he is to discover new ways of utilizing
the pover of God in his life, the pastor will want to close
with & very personal prayer. One pastor pives this advice:
“fhe pre~induction counseling conforence should elose
with & prayer. This prayer should bc as perscnal and
as significant as the pastor can make it. At a later
time he may want to send a copy of this pray=r to nis
parishoner.
"Po be &ble to make this ccmi'o'renue significant &nd to
include &all that needs %o be covered the pastor will
wint to have from forty-five minutes to an hour with
each person and he will want to.see him alone. There

are few young people vho would not appreciate snd long
remonber such & sonference.”

2o Serv!.c-:emen's faniliese.

In the b;)dy of the thesis we have discussed the nesds
of service wives, paronts .nnd children. The most crucial
of these needs ure lconeliness “nd anxietye. The pastor who
does rok minister to thesc necds loses & God-given Opnartnnl-;
tﬁ o make the Christian religion real and helpful to service
Pamiliess A rénuine application fo tha Seriptural advice to
"oast nu vour care upon Him for He cnroth for you" to the
wnrries of service ﬂ:lvn's and mothers ‘ctn be the pastor's

graaﬂ:est contribution to their wartime living and happinesse.

1. Dicks, Russel L., :’ustural fork and Fersonal counsellng.
p= 103 a

2¢ 1 Peter 6, 7.




In the post-war period, the pastor must be available
to holp overcome readjustment problems in the reunited
familye ' Young married souples in particular may find marital
readjustment diffioult after a lax‘tg;thy wartims separaiione
Tf the pastor has succeeded in gaining the confidence of both
servicemén and servioe wife during the war, they vill be an=
xious to seek his advice in their new problems. They will
know that the man of God is eager to help and has the eguip-
ment necessary to do so effectively.

3. Veteranc.

The veterans who roturn from Vorld Var II will face the
tasks of normal life with three attitudes: constructive, ds-
structive and dtsiﬁtagrated.s The veteran with a set of construc-
tive attitudes will find his plage in ‘society most easily.

His own desire to "carry on," to be i-.ndependent » and to so-
operate in the general resonstruction of the ‘country will make
him an active &nd useful citizen of his comrmunity.

i'set of destructive attitudes will méke the tusk of re-
adjustment very diffiocult for many veterans. I¥en with such
attitudes w!;11 f;cl a nee;l to be heroes, martyrs, to criticise
the service, to eriticise the p,;overnmant and to aontimue to
hold an aggressive pose toward civilians. '?hg very nsture
of these att!.tude# mekes it difficult for the pastor to render
ajd. These men will call forth 8ll the resocurccs of courage
and tast which the pastor has.

Meny veterans will return from the war with a set of

e ST T

"8. 1illets John s Pe, Counseling to Meet the Heeds, pe 8.




disintegrated attitudes. These men are shot through with
fears, resentments snd doubts about the most fundamental aims
of living. They heve a desperate need to diseuss their needs
with 2 man who lives &ccording to stable, wholssome philosophy.

The pastor is often the best-equipped man in the commnity %o

do this. He shonld be, for the life he leads is the life of
Cods

Veterans with these three sets of attitudes will face
inmumerable problems. A zgrcoup of Chichagzo pastors have listed
scme of these typiocal needs which & well-equippad pastor
should be prepzarcd to holp:

"People onpressed by @ sense of guilt and in need of

reloase or the sense of teing forziven.

People befuddled by the cvil and sufferinz of tha
world=-their need to face realistically the wvhole
problem of pain.

Embittered men whe mst be helped to find assurance
of the ultimate goodness of life.

Yen oynical about the ideals they supposedly have
been fighting for.

VYen who need to gain releise by reliving their wap
oxperiences, men who feel they must talk.

Servicemen &nd veterans who need help in ohénneling
constructively some of the destructive attitudes
thoy may have when they returne.

lany servicemen &nd their wives have profound fear of
what She future holds for them.

lfen who have becoms sharply antagonistio to religion
and the church, yet who appear to have a need f'or them
and to disouss the mattor.

Those who doubt their o™n personal worthe ™

e ——

4. A Personal Counseling Service, & folder distributed by the
Cturech Federation of Greater Chicugo, pe 2.




4s the pastor oomes into oontﬁ with a veteran having
such a probl.om, his first task is to show & gemuine interested
understanding and helpful attitudes He will know that hers
the Lord has placed before him & human soui redeemed by fls
Seviors He will want o help. In addition to his halpful
attitude, hovever, the p&atdr w:.li .ﬂnd it useful to keep in

mind certain basic counseling rules:

"vhat not %o do.

l. Do not arpgue about points which arouse obvious &nd man=-
ifest hostility.

2+ Don't be overly-aggressive in attempts %o under-
atand tho men.

Ge Do not be ovor-cffusive.

4. Do not attempt a cmoluélon as to his problem until i
there has been adequste opportunity to locok it over
thoroughly.

S5e /void offering unlimited and unoritical sympathy
with a man's complaints and griovances.

€« fwoid betraying stronz personal emotions in fac2 or
attitudes. '

BhA S0 dos

l. Y may begin our service to returning men rizht now
by dealing vwith their families.

2. Tt is always in order to atiempt to get returning
men to resume their ehurch affiliations.

3. Do whatever you can to help the man develop & real
plan for what he is going to dos

4. In dealing with men who are injured, either physically |
or emotionally, treat them all alikee. ' 1

6. Trcat each men as an individual.

‘6« Remember that the aucéeaml roadjustment of these men
to civilian life will depend more on thoir fanilies 1
then anything else."® |

O e e

B. Millet, Op._ocite, ppe 21-25s




"hen the Uniforms /re Put fway adds the following useful

inforrmation for oounseling pastors:

"Understanding the problem is the first step in saving

a human person&lity. This meuns entering the heurts

and minds of others. The pastor is ooncerned chiefly

with *functiontl psychosis'--those which do not in=-

volve any derangement or breakdowvn of the mind and
nervous systom. Those a4re primarily dus to

l. Inmer confliect, 4z yet unresolved.

2¢ Inability to make % decision or Hoke a stand

(keecping mind snd spirit in a state of tension 2nd
turmnoils )

S« 3once of guilt.

4. Fears

6. ‘roused anger.

6o Frustration or repression.

“"The sounselor must cateh heart &and socul sicknsss before

it becomss mind sicknessessThe key word to the under-

standing of all nervous or mental difficulty is ‘conflict.’

Conf'licts usually arise from threats and fears, from

the revbesllion of suppressed feelings, from thinzs v do

not want to facse Thon the counselor can £ind cut

what causes the eonfliocts, then he can usua TI Tind 2

oure.

The Christian pastor, using the Gospel of Christ, can
relo].ve the basic conflicts in the human heart, restoring tlm
inner stability and serenity which is the chiracteristic oi’
the child of God. The pastor mist never forget thai he has
in his hands God's own weapon for combating every inner tension
and disturbénce of the scul, and that 28 he applies the Gos-
pel, the Holy Spirit is ot work beside him, echenging tho

humén being whose heart is troubled..

6. Ops Cit., pp. 35-34. See also "Things to Remember"
In the same uooklet, ope 34=35.

8o

TR ——




The woaridsd YetEEsRRRII] remtire ‘particular skill in
counseling. liost injured men will be sensitive about their
hendicap to & greater or lesser ecxtents Here the pastor's
gemiine ‘love and kindli.nessv will be partiouidfarly useful in
making the veteran &t ease. The Sﬁrg;eon General of the
Unihc:} States frmy has given four sound rules for mesting &n
injured man. f:ro;:erly: ‘

"le Treat the maimed person &s the normal person he
alweys has been and cont inues to bee

2. Don't &sk questions or give advises
s Be casual and realistio--noy overcheerye.

4. Don't wait on the injured mén too rmohs"7

The pastor's chief aid to the injured man will be to
help him oconcentrate on the resources for usefulness he has
lef%, not on those he hs lost.& FHere he will point out the
supreme value of the human pcrsénality. and indicate that

the man still has & role to play in God's great plan.

7« "Fhen Cne ieets Injured Men" in - btitudes and Problems,
Pamphlot No. 1 in the series, "The Church @nd the Returning
Service Personnzl," pps 20-%3. .

Cf. Also Tieleoming the Yiounded, Pamphlet iHo. 4 in the same
series. The writer of tnis pamphlet, an armless pastor, ad=-
vises, "Grect the man, not the wound."

Cf. &lso “Counseling tho Families of Rebturning Servicemen,”
ppe 37-4% in Then the Uniforms Are Fut 1 « Note particu-
larly “Practical suggestions GO Lamilles wio hove physically
disabled men returning® and "Helpful suggestions to familioes
who have erctionally disturbed members returning to them."

8+ Vhen the Uniforms ire iut saway, pe 37..




67

Dre luther Ee Tioodward of the Kational Committoc for
FKental liyziene, Incs, offers spcoific sugzestions for re-
habilitating nervous men:

"le Encouraze him to weor his Vetsran's Service Bubbon
with pride in having given his services %o his

counbrye

2. Treat the norvous illness of a veteran as you ould
any othsr illness.

S« issure him he cfn still contribute to soociety.
4. Encoura-e him to zo b2ck to work as soon 2z he oan.
be Try to draw him into his former social activities.

Ge Use or advise no medicsation without & physiocian's
proseriptione.

7e Fncourage him to take up his old hobby or. wry out
& new once

8+ Enoouraze him to lcok %o his owmn fubture and to pree-
pere to moke his ovn way."
Rules like thie oc&n be useful only to 2 limited degrece
Each individual must be treated 28 a separate cfues His
problems of adjustment will be different. 4s & resuli, the
pastor's common sense will have to join his spirit of love

and helpfulness in assisting the wounded veteran to £ind his

vay back to normel life &nd 4 constructive set of attitudes.
vhet is a suprema importince is that the pastor take the
respensibility of counseling seriously and that he salways
rezard it us & divinely-imposed opportunity to sorve.

In many instences, the pastor'. is the only individual

in +he community whc c2n help the vetersan readjust his life

e ——————

9. Voodward, luther E., If Ho Comes Back Hervous, ppe 31-32.




properly. #As one vriter pﬁt it:

"Rehabilitation is...cpiritual. Nany men &nd women
will return disillusioned, oynical, utterly without
faith in truth or goodness or beauty. These men and
women will constitute & grove provlem o themselves
and to societye ¥ is chiefly the work of the mini=-
_ster ond religious agsncies %o aid those men to re=-
cover their faith in 4he validity of cthical prin-
ciples, in the suprenmfey of the moral law, in the
duty ond the power of man to creaste & world of justice
and brotherhood &nd peace.”10

esednd, ve nmight ndd, the Kingdom of Gode.

10 Goldstein, Sidney E., Karriage and Family Counseling, ps 362.
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