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8. Readjustment. 

During the soni~c, tather'a absenae, the ah!ld wlll have 

to make many adjustments. In many· hlatano~a the mother will 

break UD houDekeeuing and move in with parei..ta or �r�e�l�a�t�i�v�e %   "� 

This me·on~. that ob:lldre~ of' s"chool age \T{ll hci'1'8 to ohan~ 

aohools, get aoquainted ,-;ith new children and ne teacher•• 

Theso adjustments wi ll of.'ten entail problems tor the youn~stor. 

1 hon tb.e .t:ather oorrcs b&ck nnd the ta1Dily reaums �i�t % � 

normal life, �r �o �a�d�j�u�s�t�m�e�n�t % � �m�u % �t� be maclo--alao by the Qhildren. 

Li t tle tots may find that their Daddy is a o~lete at:-an~•I'• 

They idll have to �~� aoqulllnted. Older ohlldren may tind 

their father ohllnF.ed somerihat. ?hey Tlill have to adjust them­

solves to this. Just ho,., trouble soma auoh r eadjustments oan 

be ia indloa~ed by the tollo~in~ case study.: . 
11'i'he boy vtad nine or ten When �h�i % � rather departed f'or 
military % �a�r�r�l�o�e�.� Urged.by the latter on leavin~ that 
now he must 'take D&ddy'a plaoo and beoOD the aan �~� 
the family, 1 the aon f'ollowed these pat ernal admonitions 
with a ven~aanoe ••• 

" ••hen Sfrgeant ,'rtderaon returned homa, he naturally 
aaaumod that he would take over .and that Tommy ,vau.ld 
slip baok ~racetully into his f'ormer role of~ little 
boy. Consequently he was perturbed attar the f'irat tew 
days at h0118 to sense tbat hi• aon behaved strangely 
toward h:lm. He f'a11ed to understand., tor inatanoe, miy 
Tommy cried % �o� bitterly when he wn11 aent back to his 
own room; why he olung to hi• mother and almost gl_.ed 
'When his rather would kiaa and oareaa her; or Why- he 
aoted ao aullan ilnd resentful when hla father triad to 
be f'rlendly with him• It nenr dawned on Ser~ant; 
.laderaon that his departing orders to 1'ommy to 't.ico 
Daddy's plu.oe I had been obeyed literally and that his 
return home precipitated a jealousy situation that held 
within lt all the itlemanba of' a family triangle drama. •21 
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». The Servloeman'• Parent•• 

float o~ the servioeman in the 1-lrloan IC'l84 Foroes are 

unmarried. Thia means that they leave behind aa their "nex.t 

or kin" not. •"' wife ·and ohlld, but a mot.her and rather. i\l­

tho-.igh older folk.a are better ~quipped to meet war e•r~noi ea 

th&!l youn~er, inexperienced people, they too ■utter when their 

s ons leave hom2 to do battle. 

"lha great.est proble~£ of' s ervioe mothers and fathers are 

tho problems of' loneliness tlnd anxiety. fte have already d:ls­

oussed t hese problems i n oonne::,t, ion with the servloeman, h:ls 

l'tii"e , and his child ■ Paronts--p11rtioularly the :nother--.teel 

a ver,y deep Eenae o~ loss when thoir son enters t he service. 

llohin~ the blue stu.r in the ,-.1.ndovr of the service home man:, 

lone l;.r hou1•s and anxious hours are a pant. 

Sorr.eti1:1es the son's departure aeveroly cuts into the 

f'~ily inoome ■ Thia noceHitntes an elderly oouple '• making 

ditf'icult lldjust1118nts in the ir -na.y or liTing. :tn other oases. 

the parent s may be a a.lled upon to turniuh a hcn:.o f'or the 

serviceman 'e ,'df'e "'1d rnmily. 1'hf.s, too, creates problems. 

But the ~reateat neod ot all 1a still tho simple lone­

!f.neas tor one who is an e asent.tal pa.rt ot the t~ily oirele. 

!Jany perenta live ror the s"1c.e ot their ohildren--to sea them 

gr017 up. beo~ eduoated. und establish hapPy homa. Thl• ta 

their major concern. ~a.r disrupts their plans and dresma 

'because it auddenly r,el!'-oves the ~on &r.aand .Whom these plans 

1111d dreams raTolved. No one e lse ,oan t'Ul th~. Told thu• 

cre:1.tecl. Sel"Tiae p~nt• are people in need, too. 
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.. . 
.. . ' 

The military rea:rult doe■ not only lean a family and a 

home; he lea"t'8■ · ~ a~.;._.ni~y be~~n~fhlm v.tien ho leana tor v,az,. 

The aomnunity. too. h•• problem• t hrust upon it by war. The 
. ' . . , 

com."m1nity i■ a collaotion ot Sndlv:ldu&ls llnd households bound 

together by ·~eographlcal and aoonomlo t :la■ • and by a common way 
: .. .. .. ' ... 

at thinkin~ and actinit tor.ether. Thia very vit-.1 unit or eo-
• ' ..... t •• • - . .. • .•• · ..... • ... 

ciety under~oea cert ain definite and aruc:l•l strain■ when the 

nation ~oea to ",7&r and l'lhan it r eturn• to peace. . . 
,; ' : 

t,hen the radio and ne'ffllh&wk■ blare out the ne'lll8 9 
11 :ar .. 

doal~redJi• a ~:laible change aomH OV'er the oommunit7. Every-

one :la exalted. Little knots ot people gather Sn tront ot dru,r.-
' . 

stores to dlaouH the newa. neighbor■ exah•n~ opinion•• All 
.. • !I • 

are curious about how war nf.11 arreot this pariiaular community 
. .. . 
and its people. The air la tense. 

L \t 
Aa the war stretches out into waaka and month• and :,ear•• 

'· • i '· • • ' 
the 7an■ 1on continue■ to ~rip the community folk. Thi• tension 

'!.' I I ': • -\, I_, '; • 

take• on a more aombre aspect as war reaohe• do1111 and anatahe• 
- - . . 
one attar another of the young mn from the locality. Pa ever 

• , i.. • • • • • .. 

i arger group lfith:ln the odm.1Jnity aom■ under the spell ot . 
,' I I t 

lonelina••• anxiety and grief'. tiems or a home-town casualty 
• .' 'I" 

brings these teelin1• to t~e aurtaoe to be vie•d by the whole -~ . • • I ~ . .. .. ' . 
populace. 

• •' ; ■C,~ - •., I - · • • 

· 'l'h~ living routines or a oomnunity ahange !n ~ime 9 too. 

\iomen '11ne up bef'we butoher •hop• to ~et aoarce ••t Gnd butt er-
- - ,. ,,.. '- .. " .. 

The men ~k h•~d•~ ·-.d longer ha:ira at the shop and ortioa■ 
• / ~ I • ' If f :..•• • ::, ~ • I ~ :" : • I • 

Everyone 11'99■ under more pre■aure than betore• The children 



play v,ar game■ in the atreeta. Som or the toen•a~r• uae the 

general turmoil _and oontu■lon ta e .tporimant r.lth a "~ear" Jclnd 

or oonduat. Money .f'loma more i'roely to :take everyone teal moro 

independent. 

Tho result of' t hese m■nf ten•~~ns grippin~ heart■ •ia a 

au1111111n.ity of' nervoua. sometime~ jittery. people. Tenper are 

short•~ thQn before ■ Oooaalonal f'l~t• ooour bet'..8en people w~o 

s t and in long ilnes • Ovorwoz:ked olerks . make ourt remark■ 

and assume a.~ inditf'erent attitude toward ouatomer■• hile the 

nei~hbors may join their hearts on oortalra ooo~ion of' grief 

or viotnry. mishaps in everyday lite tind them irritable and 

resentful ■ trangers ~tho ,ova into a oo'lllffl\lnity to take big• 

payin~ 'l':nr jobs in particular f'ind the· nnatlvoa" an easUy­

off'ended ~rou p of' people. 

Tho auraulatlve atteot or these tension■ makeo l!vlng in 

the community 1:'Uoh less enjoyable■ It ls a problem 'llhioh mat be 

r aaed and met• 

-hen peaoe ret1,1rna • a now ■et of' ten■lnn• takes the plaoe 

of' the wr.,.rt!ma problems. "Readjustment• atarea buslneH men in 

the f'&oe ■ The OOIDIIU~lty now 11011dera bow lt oan beat absorb the 

young men mom ia h&a loamed to live without• 'lha aervioemen . 
oomlng baok want jobs ■- •any of' them expeot their old job bllak ■ 

bat will happen to the oivllilll'I who hold• that job now? ,hat 

oan the 00J11J1111nity do tor the ph)'aioai and mental caaualtiesT 

. Certainly :lt ha■ an obligatton to th••• Hcnr aan lt dl■oh&r,te 

it be■tT '110 !a to t.ite the lead in m•r•h•llln~ 1:he re■ouroaa 

ot the ao1111111nity to meet the veteran■' pc,at-"81' need■T These 

are .problem■• They bother the talk■ ot the oormunlty. They 

oreate ten■lon■• ffieae ton■ lon■ are need■• 

,, 



2. Selflatmeaa. 

Gra,re ae the phenoanon ot ,tend.on 1• !n a ammanf.ty. 

aelf"l•lm••• 111 an nen more dlaaatrou■ feature ot WGrt Ina 

11Ting e War ls a materl•ltatla nntura. . , It toousea men'• 

minds on materiAllstlc gatnc and losaea. High cultural ideals 

are tora&ken. and 11real lite" la reduced to tleah and blood 

existence. rar la 11 straggle for sur,rf.va.l ot a nation■ 1hat 

attit ude o•rrlea over into individual lin•• too. Soarolty ot 

certain commodities brings thia attitude into the open •• 

people yie r.lth each other tor posaeaalon ot auoh good■■ ~ 

ma.koa men aeltlah. 

~•·.ar produot:lon has floundered under abaonteelam and 
unauthorized atriltea. The profiteering and opportuniam 
ot m.an~ ell!8nt la clue f'or moro draat lo revelations beyond 
t he ominoua a:lgna already at hand ■ The nat1cm enjoys 
the feeling ot big money in lta pocket ■ 'l'he OPA ti~hts 
only a delaying aotlon agatn■t int"lats.on. LOoao money 
rests only temporarily in war bond•• :tlirta only at 
■ate distance with projeat■ ot oharlty and rella:t. 
tleoa ahamoluaaly int o astronomic alcohol and tobacco 
bud,;et■• un~e•tralned luxury trades. the black mar:tet. 

"le 119 look at the tot al tlgurea and general oharacter­
iat lo■ ot oar time• • are apt to f'orget that ,._,, are 
talking &boat people■ The wi ld aelt-indulgenoe and the 
rioting. materlaliam of' the■e war years is a trait a1:waya 
ot tle■h-and-blood mn and wo•n and ohildren••• 

"These aymptoma ot daaay are grave• The aatu~ ••lady 
1.a ~raver■ It l• aelfialmeaa and aelt-vJi.11■• 

Salf'lahna■a not only prevent• 1'lhole .. haarted cooparation 

among people ln w:irtime need■■ It also 1• the ohlef' blook to 

amooth reo6veraion to peacetime llvmg■ Sel.r1ahnesa m•k•• 
f,. 

ffl>r'kera resent the retum ot veterans to the employment mar-

2,. cummerer. a. ll• • "our Number One Reapon■lblU.ty. • 
The Iiather-.i 1':l.tn•••• April 10. 19'68 P• 119■ -

I& 



ket • Selfishness makes men resent 4:he return ot normal wa,:ea 

and_ prioaa. Soltishnoaa buildo \7&lls bat,•en indiTidualo 8-"lcl 

groups 1n the oo1111l1Un1.ty • . Seltlahneaa brin,;a unhappineaa to 

a oomunity. It roba llto ot the wal"tlth and joy o~ neighbor• 

line••• It represents a dlaaatroqs need in man■ 

. . 

. . 



HI•· ~ !!!, :Ohurob Sane• !haae Jleeda. 

A. It Equ:I. pa People to -Sena:- . 

The Christian Ohuroh la that group ot -oeople 1n i'7hom the . . . • . 
Ure or Goel ia active. A Christ:i•n con~regation ta a grou p ot 
. . . ' . :· . .. , . . . ' .. 

ouoh poople in a. part.ioult,r o011!!:11nity gathorod about the ~=ord ot . . 
God and the saoramanta instituted by Chriat. They ~atbcr r&boat . . - .. " . . .. .. . . 
this · ,ord tor the ·purpo■e ot strengthening the Ute ot God ln 

their mldBt-~in eaoh ind:l.'ri.du&l ,ot the oongregatton. Further-
11• ~ .. ,. -· .... • .... ~ 

more. they. gather togethor- to atrengl;hen eaoh oi.her in exeroia-
• 1 . 

ing that lite ot God more atf'eatively among the other people ~ 

the community. Chri■tlan■ de■t.re grcnath in two . dl'reation■: • 

■tronger ·hold. on, God. (faith) and. a :atronger lan toward men. 

?he latter mean~ t~ acquiring ot a greater deaf.re to sorve 

the need■ ot.f'ellO'lllllln. the f'Ol'Jlllr· reaohea •out tor :the ■pin.­

ual reaouroe■ . to .empowr the ·■ervioe. • 

. 
"Let us hold taat the prote■■ ion or our talth 

• . wi-thoat :wtl"t'8r.ing; ·(t'or= .He iii !'a.ltb~l' that prom.aed;) 
and let ua oon■ider one flother to provoke unto 
love lllld to good l'Dl'k■ .!' ..... -~ . . ' -

This ls the bu• inea■ ot the Cbrlat 11111 Church■ 

. "" :,, . . . 
1'b8 Chriat:l.an aongregation enlist■ the aemaea of a pro-

• :a : • • 

f'easi ~al worker~· a paator. to direot the program of ap11'1tual ... , ~ . 
growth in lta mid■t • Thia man la trained to underatand the baala 

•. 
need• and attitudes or men and to· underatand God'• •thod ot .. . . 
■olvlng thoae need• &ad reshaping those attitude a~ Bia wb.ole .. · -.:. .. ... ... -~ 
tima is gben o,er to :l.mplll'thlg thi■ knowledge--and the lU'e 

.. 
le Bebe 10• 21• 2t• 

,,., 



of' God ffllioh l• la.tent in 1t--to the lndiTlda&l •lllbt,r■ ot the 

Chrbtian oongregatlon. He doe■ this through yarlaa■ •d:l&: 
I 

pgblio dlaousalcna of' dlT!ne truth in sermon■• Bible alaa■e•• 

and gathering• ot group■ within the otmroh; prlT&te oonaultat­

lon in hi■ ottloe or !n an :lndlTida&l boa; on Tl■it■ to the 

■ iok or ■lmt-ln■• 1n eaoh of' these ac,ti,ritle■ the p-■tor ■eek■ 

to oarry out the mandate ot hi■ Lord: 

"'l'lllce heed theretore unto yourselves. and to the whole 
tlook • over whioh the 1Joly Ghost h&th made you overaeer■ • 
to teed the Church of' God• whioh He hath parohaaed wl:th 
Hla 0\911 blood. nZ 

!hi■ •reeding " implies the imparting ot spiritual f'ood tor the 

strangthing ot the lite of' God in Christian people■ 

2. Co-worker■■ 

The pastor'• ministry la augmented by the ■emce• ot many 

wn:ibera within the, congregation itself'■ Elder■• Sunday Sohool 

teaohera and youth leader■ also engage in the t••k ot equipping 

Christiana tor a lite of' aer,rloa--a lite ot lOYH• 

I ■ ~quipment: Law. Gospel• Sac,raanta. 

fib.en Goel ■et• about the task ot equipping people to llw 
. 

aa Hla people. He tollon a def'inite prooedure■ Be h .. made 

this prooedure olear in Bill \lord, and Christian• pastor• and 

laymen have found that it la the only one th&t work■■ The ftr■t 

■tap la to make the lndlTidual reoognlze hi■ own 'W9atne■a and 

spiritual daf'iolt ■ Ood doe■ thl■ thraagh Hi■ Law9 whioh ■et■ 

c!o1111 the pattern of' llTfng m■n waa oreated to oarry out ■ A■ 

the lndln.du&l measure■ up hl■· 8ftrycl&y lite ~&!net thl■ 

18 



pattern, he mat ineyit&bly aanalude th&1; he hl•elf' t■ 111-

equ ipped for the kind ot lite God expeota ot hhl• SC11"ipture 

auppo:rta thi■ aonolusion: 

11 ~1 have sinned and oome abort ot t he glory ot Ood • .s 

n mos oever shall keep t he whole ,,j>-w, and yet ottend in 
one point, ha i■ guilty ot au. 

God'• seoond s tep in equipping men f'or a lite ot love i■ 

to make olco.r to them ·hat He Himael.1' did to rescue man f'rom 

thia lite of' 111Uakneae and Tll"ODg• He points oat that the 

gr avest t ragedy aonneoted vii th man ' a Binf'ul lif'e la that it 

ou'ts man of'f' t'rom God• It make■ ltim dead, oompletely unable 

to do the work• ot Ute. One simple atatemant ot Soripture 

t ell• the ilhole tr&gla story: 

" 'L'ho v1agoa of sin is doath. 116 

The bulk ot Soript;ure deaoribe■ how Ood planned to 1'8J:IOY8 

thl■ 'blook ot a:ln 'bet1'19en God and ■an--and how that plan waa 

oarriecl aut auooeaafllally in Jesu■ Chrt■t• Here I in one ■:Ingle 

indi"fidual, Ood and man aoJiblned to do the auperhuman t••k ot 

pay:tng ott the ■in ot tbe wrlcl and bringing God and 111111 to­

gether ag.S.n. !he job waa done when Jena Chriat died ma the 

.oroaa n ineteen oenturiea ago. 

4. Jarr.oa 2, 10. 

6• Ho■• 8 1 28e 
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"God ,... in Cbriat, reaona111ng the world unto Himaelt', 
not imputing their tre■paaae■ unto thell.•8 

"Be hath mrido Him to be ■in tor us who knew no ■ !n 
that "f/8 might be· made the rtghteoa■neaa of God ln 
Him." 

9He la the Propitiation tor our a ins, and not t5 oara 
only, but •l■o tor the ■in■ ot the ~ole 11Vrld." 

'rile He&Ten ly Father aignaled hie approval ot Jesua' wole 

110rk When He rriised Him trom the dea.d on the third day after 

His death. 

11Christ 7:1111 delivered t'or our otf'enses and was ral■ed 
~•in ·tor our juatii"lcatton. ,.9 . 

'l'hi a oart ot God'• plan tor ore at ing a people ot lOTe 1188 

aompleted ut one ~•finite point in hiatory. 'l'he third and 

final pba.se ot the great plan, hoqT8r, oontlnue■ right d0\\1l 

to the pre■ent day. The Christian Churoh ia ah•re:ed ,'11th the 

reapon■ibiUty ot lmplemntmg thl• part oi'· the plan. 'l'hla 

tld:rd ■tap make• the historloal tac,t or Jeau■' atonemant a 

dynaalo Sn the 11:re ot an indlvldu&l human being• 

To oonolude thi■ prooe••• Ood' wons a miraole. Bia Holy 

Spirit entor■ tho •heart ot an indlvldaal, giving him the power 

to belt.en the aooaunt ot the 4tonemnt (the Goapel) and to 

under■tand it■ ■ignltiaance tor him■ Beaaaae thl■ entranoe 

ot the Spirit ot Goel brbo a human haart ts broaght about by 

the Ooapel end by the saaraa:enta whioh add phy■iaal expression 

to the Go■pel.-· • · think ot the•• ria "mean■ of graae• whloh 

I 

a. 2 cor• s, 19. 

,. 2 oor. 6, 21. 

e. 1 Jobn 2, 2. 



the Holy Spirit uaea. 

The Christian Churoh la oh&rgecl with the dispensation ot 
. 

thHe ''means.·• "8 indiviclualo and as oongregat:lon•• those who 

make up the Body of Chr:lct have tho prim11ey function or ualng 
' 

Goapal und Sacrament to Gtrengthc•n thoi r own hold on God and 

t hon to carry them to their rellonmen ■ They ~ to be able t o 

say as .i>au 1 aaid to the Corinthians: 

11 lh Chriet Jeaua I have begotten you throa~h the .. 
GoopoJ .• "10 

'l'he Savior had thia plan in mind" when He prayed on the last 

Thursday ot His lite: 

"?!eit her pray l tor these alono • but tor thom also 
1h:lch shall believe on He through their 1IOl'd• • 1 

f.lth this wholo plan 01" God as 1ta r10rkirlg basis• 171.th 

Gosoel and Saorament as · it:a fundamental equipm9nt, and ·:11th 

tho Spirit ot God oa its ultimste Sc1J1rae or powi•. the Chrbtian 

Church t:1oves out to solve the needs of n:en■ It equips ito 

Ii;Smbors ~ith a) an und~rstanding or ►.he bssio needs or their 

tollo'l1Jll8n; b) an underat~"lding ot ·aod'a plan tor t heir solut­

ion; a spirit or love to help others; and the t;oapel t o change 

t he livea about them■ 

On soma oacaalona, :lndoed on many oooaa!ona, the pastor 

will tind it uaetul to ~pply Chr1atlan solution• to vory 

apeoU"io need■ in -tba oomnunity■ The proble• ot tbe aerrl.oe­

man. for ex~ple represents spoo~:lo needs, au t:e haw seen■ 

10■ 1 Cor■ '• 16~ 

11■ John 17 • 20■ 



------------ · 

lihat doaa t:ho Chr!.at:ian reliRion ottor to a lonely man'l Con 

Christiunity do anything abo-.it m,rryt c~ it enae the andety 

of the, sarv1ce wif'o or paronta'l can it do anything &bout tha 

t:enaions a.nd aoltishneas r aripO:nt in the couumnityT 

A group of Christiana 11111 ".'lttnt to lmow tho IIDB'rGr■ to 

thaGe apooit'io nnd "':id spread nooda. . .... a chu!."ch. they ·::111 

t':!\nt t o otudy lforiptul"o to-.other ao i:hat in addition to hu.v­

ing 8!1 ovar- all view ot men 's ·problems. they are also equipped 

-dth a., understanding und s olution ot suon speoitlo neod:s. 

'i'he:y wl ll n11nt t:o kne>ti' ju3t ho,v tha love whioh they have tor 

their noi~hbora rt., oxpr esa itSGU' :.~os·t: atteotively. Thia 

16 p=ir· or the equipment r.hich tho Clmroh must provide. 



B• How Ohl"!atian■ ~~0"8• 

Equ:lppod Tfi th tha lif'e ot Ood• the plan ot God and tho 

love or Ood, the poo-ple who are the C}JUr oh of' Christ launoh 

out tn cope with t he needs oi' the ssrv:loaman end his taa:lly. 

111.o:y serve thH o needa as p~~s t or and la.yman, as individua.la 

nnd a.s r roups. 

Part I• J\s individuals. 

1. Frlondllness. 

The Christ lan nho wants 'to help hl• neighbor J111■t ·also 

look os it. he r.ant■ to help. 'U9 r..i.aat be f"riend.ly-. He n:uat 

att raat peoole to him bef'ore he oan begin to help them. &J 

muet t":1.n 'their reopeot o.ncl their good '71111 bof'ore be . oan 

ac,t. The Savior pointed , aut · tb•t His people •r• to be Ute 

this: L. 

'wye are tho light" of the vJOrld ••• Let your ligl1'. so 
ahSne botore men t hat they mcay see your good vrorka 
o.nd glority your Fathor ,7hloh :ls :In ho4ven. nl2 

'1■ rnon &l"e attraated by light., ao are they to be attracted 

'by. the Chl"l■t:llllh They mst t:lnd Christ lan• to be the most 

joyt\11, helpf\11 and understandSng of •11 oompaniona. ?=ul 

put it this way: -

"Do all th:lnga without mrmuring 1111.d diapu;tinr,s • that 
ye may be blamloss and h&rmlct■s • the sons or God 
w!:thaat •rebuke. in~tha mdat -or a orookad and paner■e 
nat ton; :i•:ions whom ya shine aa li§_ht• in the WOl'ld · 
holding :f'orth the nord of' ure.191 

. . 



ivoz-yono in tho "IIOl"ld naoda Gnd APr>reoiatea II t'riond. 

r:e ha.ve seen that one ot the ip-eato■t Pl'oble• ot people in 

this war period :ls loneUncaa. Lonolinesa means that a 

■1ngle indh·ldual is baa.ring the burdens ot lif'e alone• 

without any help. 'l'ha Christion ,mo :la ~am1inely friendly 

must s htlnd ready to bring the warmth or that friendlinea■ 

to tho neighbor in neod. 

2 • Syl!!p:athy. 

i'he Christ ian 1:11st alao aultlvnta the a.ttitudo ot syn­

pathy bei'ol"O he 0111'1 r ender sorvioe to his tello..-m:in. any 

ot the troubl6a lying hoavily in II humnn heart need most to 

be shared ...:1th a sympathetic listener. TJ1 s is p&rtioulnrly 

f;ruo ot the lonelint.,sa and anxiety that hang• onr thoao 

·mom t ho wcr ha.a atteoted mo:at personally . The Christian is 

,:;all equipped to be a aympa.thatio listener to problems. 

He reoo nb s that his primary purpo~o in tho T10rld la ren­

d~rin!; a.id -to otb.era. Be lovoa his neighbor as he loves 

himself'. and t his f'eel!ng oho~:u i t11eli' in aympathetio inter• 

eat in the problems ot hla neighbor■ ~.hi• !o ~ essential 

P!lrt ot the Chrbt!an lite and progr~ ot service: 

• 1e then that •r• atroni: ought to bea.r the1.1'1t1rm:t1ea 
of' the ••• and n~ to pl e ase ourselves." 

"Bear ye one Qnothar's burdens• and ao f\llf'Ul ths 
1a11 of Chl"i■t. •16 

·•1emenaber them that are in bond a, ea bound with then; 
ond the■ ":7hioh autf'er advenity. aa being yoar1elvea 
•lao in tbe body. "16 

' 

16• G•l• s. 2. 

18• Heb. lS, S. 



2 • Spooifla Act■ ~ Loft. ---------
'l'he C!hrlatlan Tdll •l•o ault !:vate an c ttltude ot he lp­

tulnees that wf.11 mflke hi~ oa~er to pertort1 apeoltlo not s 

or lc,,,e demQnded by t ho ni:ont. Jn "li'Qr,;i :ae , such activ i ty 

,'1!.ll 1no lude ra1th1"ul l etto:r-wrlt ing to cerv:loarncm , v ic :lt ­

atlon ot t he lono l y and bcroo.vod nt hmr,o end isa.or l..i'ice ~or 

the -benotlt ot tba comun!t:, 'a w:1r ettort. ·e m.11 r e~ar d 

aven auoh act lv1tloa as 'bond•buylng, don:it 1nr; to the nod 

Cr?sa blood be.nk and cooper:it ing wi th vo.rious s cr ap drives 

ss op ortunitics t o a rve. r eru l obs orv t ion and ro d i.,g 

1111 make h:lm aen::::lt1vc t c noi1 a.reo.a or oervicE>e 

It r.iill'ht be oj,n·tod out t ha.t here t ho Chr ietit\n paator 

1aa a p rtioularly i ort nt o portu!lity t o por r o ouc 

ac .:s of l ove. A. pao~or's vialt t oo. lono l y homo, bringing 

t he oheer ot t he Gospel, can bo one of t he c ost v a lunbl e aor­

viooo ono human being ocn rend r t o another. A r d ot pr c.yar 

can brln oonit'ort and p:, o t o e. boo.rt heavy wi t h f'e r or 

grief . Letter s to ocrvloc:nr.3n t ram t he i r pastor nr e like :!.se 

of' partlcu l er m~cnin nnd vnl u • 

Scripture i■ tull ot llluatrat:ion■ snd dlreotlona tar 

o&r?"y:ln ~ CJllt such a pro~~ ot a pcoitlc s ot a: 

"I was eyes to the b lind , &nd f aet 1St\a I to th8 l ame• 
r 'r.Bs a t ather to the pooit and -the asu■e miloh I 
knew not I ae.-zoahed 01at • • 

"Pure raliision and ~nde1"1 led baf'ore God and t he 
Father is -thls 1 'l"o visit the tatberla aa and f.'d. dom1 
in their Gtf'liotfon, and to keep hla■olt un■pot l:~d. 
f'l'Olll the ffl>l"lde" S 

17• Job 29, 16• 18• 

18• Jame■ 1, ?!I• 


