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During the Easter season the epistle lessons come from 1 John. The epistle lesson 
appointed for the third Sunday of Easter is 1 John 3:1–7. Here is the helpful translation 
and lineation given by Bruce Schuchard in his commentary on the Johannine Epistles:
 
See what kind of love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God—

and we are. 
For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know him. 
Beloved, 

we are the children of God now. 
But what we will be has not yet been made manifest. 
We know that when he is made manifest we will be like him, 

because we will see him just as he is. 
Now everyone who has this hope in him makes himself pure just as that one is pure. 
Everyone who lives for the sake of sin lives also for the sake of lawlessness. 

Indeed, sin is lawlessness. 
And you know that that one was made manifest so that he might take away sins. 
And in him there is no sin. 

No one who abides in him lives for the sake of sin; 
no one who lives for the sake of sin has either seen him or come to know him. 
Children, 

let no one deceive you. 
The one who lives for the sake of righteousness is righteous, just as that one is righteous.1

The Apostle John’s first epistle was directed to the house churches in the 
province of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). In chapter 3 he begins by calling his 
Christian readers to marvel at the kind of undeserved love the Creator has given them. 
Through Jesus his Son the almighty Creator of all things has made himself our Father 
and has adopted us as his beloved children. (John reserves the designation “Son” for 
Jesus and uses the term “children” for Christians.) We should not be surprised that the 
world or its culture does not treat us differently. It does not recognize our new status 
because it did not recognize Jesus. And when Jesus appears, we will be like him (homoi-
oi) because we will see him as he is. Given this hope, each one should purify himself 
now just as Jesus is pure. Start becoming now what you will become in the eschatologi-
cal future.

John then expands on this exhortation. The opposite of purity is sin and lawless-
ness. Jesus was made manifest to take away sins. He is “the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29); “the propitiation (hilasmos) for the sins of whole 
world” (1 Jn 2:2). Those who “abide/remain” (meno) in Jesus, who have truly seen and 
known him by faith, do not continually give themselves over to sinning. Then John  
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warns his “little children” as their spiritual father (1 Jn 2:1; 3 Jn 4), not to be deceived. 
As Jesus is righteous, so also his followers give themselves to doing righteousness. 
Apparently the secessionists were indifferent to moral behavior in the body just as they 
denied the incarnation of the Son of God. 

Sermon Thought
Being Like Jesus
The almighty Creator, through the atoning death and bodily resurrection of 

his incarnate Son, has given you his wondrous love. He has made himself your Father 
and adopted you as his beloved children. What about sin? Jesus came to take away 
your sins. And one day you will become like Jesus because you will see him as he is. 
Therefore purify yourselves just as Jesus is pure; practice righteousness just as Jesus is 
righteous. 

Paul R. Raabe

1 Bruce Schuchard, 1–3 John Concordia Commentary (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2012), 290.
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Preliminary Considerations 
Placed midway between Easter and Pentecost, the appointed lessons for the 

fourth Sunday of Easter cumulatively call for a resurrection living for the Christian 
faithful in this world. Together, they are an exhortation for the baptized toward the 
demonstration of God’s righteousness in their daily living as they engage the world with 
the proclamation of Jesus’s rising from the dead (Acts 4:2). Psalm 23 and the reading 
from John’s gospel together speak of the Shepherd laying down his life for the sheep 
and leading them in paths of righteousness. For the believers, there is a life to live on 
earth after they die to this world in their baptism. Just as Jesus rose from the dead and 
lives, his faithful live their resurrection life in this world before they die. 

Notes on the Text 
Refer to the exhaustive textual notes on this text in Bruce Schuchard’s 1–3 John 

in the Concordia Commentary Series.  

Lessons from the Text 
In 1 John chapter 3, we see in many ways a merging of Paul and James. In a 

style typical of the apostle John, verse 16 of our text echoes what he stated already in 
the gospel (Jn 10:11, 15) that the good shepherd came to the world to lay down his life 
for the people. By his authority, on his own he will take up again the very life he gave 
up for others. Paul echoes the same message in his words that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us (Rom 5:7). Both for John and for Paul, Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion are at the center of their proclamation and life of the Christian in this world.
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