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"A true con£eee1onal eubeorlpt1on do .. not inYOlve our 

ma1ntldning that evory word, every atatement, eTer7 idea 1n 
21 

the Confes€iona is infallible 8orlptural doctrine." 

.Among the etatementa in the Conteeaione not nb•orllu14 

to with s gUia, are a number of quotatlona in tbe Con:feaeiona 

which are falsely attributed to different authore. In the 

eighteenth Articl.e of the Augaburg Confe•a1on 1• :found the 

quotation: " We grant that all men have a oerta1n b'eedoa 

ot will in jurlging according to (natural) raaaon" • wrongl.7 

a.ttribu.ted to Au.gu.etine. It hae baen folllld to be a q114>'ta­

tion from the old writing "Jqpognoetlcon." In the '-entieth 

.Article is f ound a quotatton :from Leoa attrlltuted to Aluro­

a1ue, ae 1e also one in .A.rticle au. It goe• w1 'thout aqlng 

that one who au.bacribaa to the C~~eaalona 1• not boll.Dd to ao­

oept Augu.etine and Ambroa1ua a• the 2uthora o:f the•• wr1,1nga. 

Bor does exception 1n &JJ7 ·~ at:feo, the Yal.ldlt7 ot eubaor1p­

t1on. tor theee exoeptiona do not touoh the con:feaslonal aub­

stance of the Confession at all. i'he a-on, and at.mllar er­

rore in the Confeeeiona, fall 1.Dto the ephere o~ h1ator1oa1 

inaoou.raciea • wh1oh are not biDclUJg. 

While there oan be no di t:ference of op1Dion in regard 

- to the doctrines waioh are eet :forth 1n the Conte•elon•, 7.t 

ihere are placea where we m&7 • and do di:ffer •• to the proo~• 

adduced :from them ~or th••• dootr1.D8•. We '111&7 ~Dd otber aa4 

better proof•• a quia aubeor1pt1oa doe• no.t bind a• to &ocapt 

21. llaY1.e, .Henry Grady, !I.• !!1• • P• BU. 



the dootrine aa being prond lt7 tb••• p .. •aa••, 'ltllt 01117 to 

aooept the doctrine. A goo4 example of a pa••aa• whioh •• 

do not acoept ae properl.7 paed to proYe the dootrine la 
22 

found in the Formula of Concord, wbln II Oorintbiana 6 .1 

1• uaed ae followa: 

Jlrom thia, th111, it follow• that aa •oon •• the 
Hol.7 Ghoat, aa hae been aaid, through tbe Word and 
holy Sacramenta, baa begun in ua thi• Bia work of 
regeneration and renewal, it 1• oertaln that through 
the power of the llol7 Ghoat •• oan and •ho1ll.d oooper­
ate, although atill in great ••a.kn•••• Bllt thia · 
(that we cooperate) doe• not occur from our oarnal. 
natural pow era, but fram the new powera and gift• 
which the Holy Ghoat baa begun in ue 1n oonYeraion, 
ae St. Paul expraaal.7 and earneatl.7 exhort• that 
ae worker• together with ll1m we reoe1Ye not theul{aoe 
il Goo .!!!. vain, 2 Oo:r:c;,1. Et thl• la-rci" &el er­
atood in no other wa7 than that the converted lll&Jl 
doee good to euch an extent *Ill ao long aa Goel b7 
.Hie Holy Spirit ru1ea, gu.ldea. and leaae h1m, aD4 
that aa aoon aa God would withdraw lli• gracloua 
hand from him, he oould not tor a moment per•eTe.re 
in obedience to God. But if thia were 1Ul.deratood 
thua that the oanverted man. cooperate• with the 
Holy Ghoe t in the manner aa when two hor••• to­
gether draw a wagon, thia could 1n no wa7 be don­
ae4e4 without pre~udioe to the divine truth. 
( 2 Cor. 6,1)." 

i'hia paaeage waa ueed 1D the aboYe manner to re~te the 
88 

wrong uae which the a7nergiat• ma4e o~ lt. !he thlnSf that 

the paaeage le uaed to proYe, however, 1• binding, Da11el7: 

the teaching that it 1• with the guidanoe o~ the .Bol7 Spirit 

onl7 that •• are able to contimle 1D obedlenoe to Qoc1 • 

In oonneotion with auob an mm.•ual ue of a paaeage, 

we would here re-atate a raile of Sorlpture 1Dterpretat1oo 

22. Concordia !riglotta, P• 90, • .hl'llula o~ Conoord, Art. 
II, ~ ... 'h .. e ... e .. Will. 

2Z. ~. &1Jlergiate m1n•ed 2 Oor. 6,1 aa a proo~ ~or th1• 
aaeertion that after the Bol.7 Ghoat haa made a beg1.Dn1ng of 
CODYeraion in man, man oan th,n exerciae hi• ft'ee will and 
b'om hia own natural powere oa11. aeet God. 



•hioh ehould be kept in mind throaghoat th1• dleouaa1on. fli• 

"Ible of Faith" or general teaching throughout Borlptare 1• 

the fir st baeia for our interpretation of 8Dl' paaeage. !l'bere 

are no contradiotions 1n the Bible, ooneequentl.7 lt 1• wrong 

to force a contradiction by arbitrary interpretation ot a 

paaeage which eeema unolear to ue. 

"Contra hano tidei regulaa bihil quloquaa 1n Soriptu.rae 

interpretatione proferendum, a• prolnde al Tel max1•e non poe8 

•imue propr ium oujueque loci aenllWD a Sp1r1tu. eanoto inten~ 

aamper aaeequi, eedulo tamen oavere debelJlle • ne quidquaa 
u 

contra fide! analogiam proferamu.a." 

Cloael7 relatea to the above le thl• alao, that•• are 

not bound b¥ the 11.ne 2!. argumentation which the Conteeslone 

u•e in a given oaae. 

" ••• so faazt auoh elne unbedingte Untereohraibung 
keineawege die .Anerkenn~ ld.t 1D •lob, daes kelne 1n 
den eymbolieohen Buechern filer die rain• Lehr• gege­
bene Beweie:tllehru.ng einer VenollioDIDPDg faehig o4er 
mi t andern Worten, daaz auch die Jlom, die Kethode 
und der Prooeaz der Baweiafllehrluag Tollkommen 1ID4 
daher ein jedar treue Kirohendiener Terbunden ae1, 
der in den ~ymbolen befolgtan 11114 keiner Uldern Ke­
thode eioh zu bedieneD. Bioht andere urtheilen 
unaere Vaeter von elnar UD.be41Dgten Untereohrei-
bung der SJ111bole. Der alte reohtglaeubige 'IQ14 
aoharfaiJ:m.ige StraasbQrger '11eolof JollaDD Conra4 
DaDnhauer (geat. 1666) eohreibtt Jfaa •• ••in, daes 
eolobe (S119boleJ Dioht zur ••tiaalhng all.er Ua­
ataende, Bedeweieen, Beweia~ehrangeD, .AD:flleh.rlmgell 
Terblndliob maohen: ao 111Uaa 4ooh der Leb.rgebalt 
oder die Subatanz der Lehr• feetgehal.ten werclen 
ao, wie eie abhriftlloh Diedergelegt 1•t, 1Ul4 
111.oht nur, inao:tern alao aie 4• Pr1Tatuhrihe1~ 

u. Gerhardl, loann1e, loo1 hl~o1. I.oou Priam•• 
Caput m, De Interpretatlone 8or1p •• Saorae, p. 288; par. 02. 



llit der Sohrift uebereinatillmen •ohelnen mag; 1D 
Welcher Weise man j~ auoh den X.Or&ll unteraohreibea 
ltoennte."~ti 

Aean example of a 11.Jle of reaaoning trom which a ome 411'­

tar, we quote that used 1n the .i'ol'lllllla ot Conoor4 on the 

"body". "ll'or thia reaaon, too, all three eTaDgelleta ••• 

UDanimoue ly and with the aame word• and ayl1able a repeat 

ooncerning tho oonaeerated and d1atr1buted bread the .. dia­

oiple clear, :firm and true word• of Chriet: !'hia !J. g_ ltoctz, 

altogether in one way, without arq illte~retatlon (trope, 

tig1.1re) and change. 1'heretore there 1• no doubt tbat aleo 

oonoerning the other part ot the l:>aorament thea·e word• ot 

IA.lte end 2e.ul: Thi.a cup !!. !!a, Be, teatampt ill. g, bloocl. 

can have no other meaning than that which St. Matthew and. 

St. Karle give: Thia (namel.7, that whioh J'01l real}¥ drint 

!!.. !l. blood 2!. 1!l!. ~ teatament. whereb7 I eatabl.lah, 

aeal, and conf'i.rm Vlith you men thia a:, teatament aDd new 
16 

covenant, namely, the forgiveneaa of sine.• 

It ia not neceasary here to 4eolare wita an oath that 

thia line ot argumentation follow• l.ogloall7, and proTea 

what it eete out t> prove. 

In caae aomeone ehoul.d teel •o• 1no14ental. etatemeni 1D 

the Oonfeaeiona regard1JJ8 ohuroh oeremOD7, ohuroh order, or 

ohuroh government binding, it might be •,ated here that au.oil 

,tateaente are included al.eo aaong tho•• •tatement• to whlall 

26. Walther, c. ,. w., S!lt• oit., P• -'• 

26. Concordia !l'rlglotta, P• 991, Jbnmla ot Oonoord .Art. VII 
.Q! !!!!.. Boly ~pper. 



• do not eubecribe with a~. !l&e ~a,hen who sa,ura4 
together the Oonfeeelon• 1nolu4ed 1n the Bo~ o~ Oonoor4 

reoosn1~ed that euoh thing• a• c:lhurA oaremonla• ~all into 

the olaea of "thinp in wbloh we haYe Chri•tian l11tert7." ._r 

that reason Luther I 8 ~Uf .... lep and fr!!_ lltleo)lle1Jl "81"8 

not included as a part of the Book of Conaord. 

The Oonteaeione th81118e1Yaa aake lt olaar that h1Ulall 

ceremonies a re not binding on the 1D.d1Yidual, ltut rather ~ll 

into the class of nth1nga in whioh we haYa Chrlatlan llltert7." 

Article VII of the Au.geburg Cont•••lon •tate•: "•or 1• it 

neoeee~ry tha t · human tradition•• rite• or oeremoni•• ~• eT-
. 27 

er,where a like. " J'or a tullez Uaouaaion of ohuroh rite• 

and ueugee compL4r& Article XV of· the Aupburg C~e• •ion 

and A1·ticle X of the J'oJ'mlll.a of Concord. In paaa1ng it 

ma1 be noted, howeYer, that there are oerta1Jl rites and 

ueagea which ought to be obaerTed. ID Article flYI of the 

Apology of the Augsburg Co~eaalon we rea(: ".ADd DeTerthe­

leea we teach tha t in these matters the uee of llbert7 

1a ao controlled, that ••• without a reaao11abla oauae 
28 

nothing in cuatomary r1 tea be changed." Jbr the •aka 

of good order ani out o~ char1t7 the 1D41T1du.al ahould 

abide by the exieting Qaage• and ~ltea 11Dlea• there 1• goocl. 

reaaon to change theae. 

Jlllrthermore: the Contee aion• 1118lce aome atatelllent• on 

matters outside the realm of Scripture wbloh we will oall 

27. Concord1!. !riglotta, P• ,,. 
28 • .fi.. !!!l_. , P• 829. 



••oul.Qr Q21piona. Such aecular oplDione are BDt 1Jaolac1M ill 

a ~a aubacription. lLt• 1'hat the aatho.r1t1e• •7 throw 

oat of the country thoee who do not wleh to learn the oate­

chiem. That the papieta are called use•• !l'hat garlio ra.s.n. 

the effectlveneee of magnet. 

Finally there le one more important lt .. .wbioh le in­

oluded among thoee which we do not t:Jubeoribe w 1th a 9,llia eu.b­

ouoecription. Pointe of exegeei• or exegetical problema in 

the Confeasione are not biDDlDB tor the indivldaal. 

In order to underetana oorreotl7 wbat la meant b7 8%ege­

tioal problome, l.t 1a eeeeJ1tial that•• have a deft.nition ot 

exegeeie, and see how 1 t difiera :from doctrine. •The term 

exegoeie (f'rom1,ry/~,, to lead ou.t. to expound) le borrowed 

from olae s ica1 ueege: the expounder~ of the oraolee ot Del-
21 

phi, e nd the ~~crec ritea 1D: atho~a, were oal.l.ed 'exegete•'·· 

Semper Virgo 

One statement ill the Oon:teaeiona which 1• qu.ite gener­

ally inoluded among the liatinge o~ exegetical. probl.aa• 1• 

the "aemper virgo" atatement. In the ~loal.4 Articlea, 

the Firat Eart, diviaion IV•• ~ind thie atatement 1D 

the Latin text: "• •• et ex Ilaria, para, aanota •emp•i\vtrgiDe 
30 

naaoetrir." 

1'he toll.owing qu.o~tione •111 aerve to ahow that the 

atatement regarding llaZ7 quite general.17 1• conatl.ere« an 
exegetical problem. 

&9.Schd~, Phil.1p, Bnozcloped1a 2! Bolipou• Enowle4p. P• ,u. 
zo. Coneordia Trlglotta, p. •Iii. 



.. 
"We onrm.ot demand o~ a la.th.era11. tc, aooept the Sellpe~ 

Virgo, beoau3o that le an exegetical probl .. which cannot be 
31 

eolved." 

"Wir ha ben auoh daa eemper Yirgo (JC.an. 291). dae olauao 

11tero Own. 668) den '.lra.<111.cianlaa• (Kon. 1ft) 111, v.ntenohre1-

ben. Wer dae nioht unteraoh.reiben will., kallll 4a• Yorber an-
32 

zeigen." 

Ano th~r int eree ting oonment on Part I, paragraph IV o~ 

tne Sma.lca.l.d Articles wa.a found 1n a aarginal note to tlli• 

paragraph. The note had been given b7 D.r. ~. Bente (o.1906). 

"Auf dioee 'eemper' iet l!IBll nicht Terpfiiohtet, UDd wer 11• 

D.1.cht g1~ubet 1et kein Jretzer aber ein Pedant." While the 

opinion expreasec1 1n thie comment 1• per~eotl.7 111 agreement 

Witll tha :l'orn:.er thoaghte expreeaed, there 1• the added el.­

ment o:f a. sort of stigma attl.Lohed to tho•• who do not ao­

oept the "eemper." 'bl attaob auoh a "•light condemnation" 

to those who do not eubecribe to tbe "•emper" le out o~ 

order. I f this point ie not b1nd1ng, one ie ~ree to ao-

oapt or reject it without having the term 2edant applied 

to him. 

When the question o~ the"eemper Tlrgo" l• brought up, 

it ia sometimes replied that "Luther didn't reall.7 aooept 

tbe "aerllper TirgoQ; he waa merel7 mattng a oonoeeaion to 

ourrent exprea eion when he 1nclwle4 1 t 1n the Smal.oali 

31. Jl.a7er, 8. &. , Sv.bwer1ft1on !!_ !.!!. I.at heran c~ .. aiona. 
p. ~-

32. Eckhardt, .L, !2.• !!1•, P• Ml. 



Art1cleo. 11 '-he follov, ing quotatione frorn .La.ther elaould eoln 

the queliltion. 

1616 -
Also iet d1e he111ge JW1gfrau n1oht nu.r 

eine Geeal.bte, eondern •ie iat a1oh •owohl &1• all.en 
selbet ti l e .Myr1·he u.nl Kraeftige Bitterkelt; an4 
iet demnach kein. J'aeul.Diaz 1n 1hr, •ell •1• eellt•t 
die Myrrhe let • 

.AD.ch bier gibt Iather dvr lfarla n Yiel 
.:.14ra. ( :Die "Reoflk:tion dttr 8a1nt Lo111•e.r Aldgabe. )83 

161§ 

Also muees en auch ~ir 1h.r (.Ilaria) and 1me 
Glueck wuenaohen, well. der Herr Qroeaee 1111 le 
gathnn; denn Wile a~ 1hr getbi4n, bat er ~u.c,h 11D8 
gethan. L'enn aie hat niohta, waa aoh wi.r Diolat 
h a.hon; denn ai~ ti·aegt den Sohn Gottea 1n ihrem 
~ohooaz und wir tragen ihn ill llerzen; •1•- l•t die 
leibllche Uu.tt er, under a&lbet, Josue, bat gos&Bt: 
"\~,er den Willen meine1a Vatera that, der iat mei.De 
1.futte i~, Bruder u.ud Schweeter"; er iat ge•••118e, 
worden mit den Brue11tan der Jungfra11, wir aaeugen e­
hen (1 :>nealben ml t rein.en und k•u.•ohen Ged:mlton; 
aie wnfaazt ihn mit ihren keueohen Armen. wir 
aber un£u a~cn ihn m1t a1:frigen Affekten aDd .Be­
gierde der Id.ebe. Br eelbat, der Qellebte, wolmt 
beidee zw1eonen ihren and uneern Braeaten. O 
glueokeelige autterl~O wuerdlgate langfrau.1 gedenke 
sn una, u.nd mache. daea der Herr auoh dleae sro••• 
dinge an une thue. 

liier ~ t .wther der pap1et1aoh811 .lleimmg um 
tradition zu vial naohgBfeben. (xte Beda.lction der 
S~int Louieer auegabe.) 

1119 -
Von dieeem JQcobua. der vom d• Tolke ge­

woehnlioh der kleinere Jaoobue geneoui wird, •ast 
Ba.aebiua 1m sweiten lm.ohe aeiner Ilrohuageeohlohte, 
Cap. l, daes er de1· Bruder dea 1Jer1"11 ganaont wor­
den eei, well. er ein Sohn .loeepha wb!f welcher 36 gleioheam :tuer den Vater Chriat1 ae ten wurde. 

33. I.lthar• Sae.Dllltllohe Sohri~en (st. L. 111.), 
Vol. &II, o. 1,91. 

M • .9!?..• oft•, Vul. XII. o. 1783 
. 35 • .Qe.• !L..•, Vol. VIII. _o. 1•.92 



!3l 
Aber w1r ••• Terateh9ll ea ao, daaz d1eaer 

Jacobus e1n Bruder dea Herrn, 4aa 1at., e1n Mut.­
terechweeterk1nd oder Tielmehr e1n Vetter 4 .. 
Herrn genannt ae1, we11 er lhm aebnl.1eh war an 
Tugend und WelJlhe1t, ala da••-•r naoh 4em Flel­
ache se1n Vertrandter waere ••• -'° 

' \ 

lill 
Dasz alao ~es Evangel1aten lf~rte ga? nlobta 

e1~h z1ehen auf' dasJen1ge, 4aa .. naoh der Geburt., 
sondern auf daa nur Tor der Ge~ geaohehen 1at. 
Denn der Prophet und Evangel1at, dasu auob Sanct 
Paulus, handeln d1ese Jungfrau D1cht welter, 4enn 
bis sie die Frucht von 1hr haben, WI ve1oher wtl­
len sie Jungf'rau und allee lat. Hach der P'rlloht. 
lasaen ale die i1Utter tahren und aagen n1oht.a TOD 
1hr, wie ea mit 1hr worden ael, aon4ern nur vcn 
der Frucht. Darum kann e1oh aue dieaen wort.en n1cht 
5ohl1eeaen, da az Maria nach der Geburt e1n Welb 
worden 1st, darum ea auch nicht au aagen, noch 
zu glauben1st. Denn alle Worte selgen, ngr 4aa 
Wunder an, daaz s1e eh• ech•~ worden un4 g­
boren hat, denn s1e beachlaten lat. 

Auch hat aolohe We1ae zu red.en 41• gemelne 
Sprache, ala wenn 1ch apraecbez Pharao glaubt-e 
Mose n1cht, bis er 1m rothen Meer eraott. Hle 
fllilgt n1cht. daaz Pharao geglaubt. hat hernach. eta 
er ersoffen war. sondern 4as-. v1ederap1al, eta•• 
er n1mmermehr geglaubt babe. Also wenn Bat.t.ba9Ua 
aagt, Joseph babe Maria nlcbt erkannt, b1a •1• 1h­
ren (ersten) Sohn gebar, rolgt. nioht.. da• .•r 
s1e hernach erkannt babe, aon4ern da• r1•Herapl'Uch, 
dasz er s1e- nimmermehJI erkannt ha~. 

Item. Pharao ueberfiel daa rother Meer. ehe 
denn er h1naus kam. Hie folgt auoh nlch•, daas 
Pharao darnach ae1 h1naua kommen, da daa rothe 
Meer ihn uebertallen hat,te, aondern _rtelmebJ', 
daaz er n1cht se1 h1naui kommen. Alao rogt, auah 
n1cht, dasz ~Jaria hernach beachlaren ~•1• da 
Matthaeus sagt: "Ea rand a1ch, daas ale achvanger 
wo.r, ehe denn s1e m1te1nander zu Haus aaasen". 
send.em v1e~mehr. daaz aie n1cht beachlaten ae1.•'7 

,6. £2• cit., v. VIII, c. lllO,. 
,1 • .QR.• cit., V. XX, o. 1806. 



Dieweil aber die Jun~rau Ilaria aRob TOIi 
Vater und tfu.tter natuerlioh geboren let, lulben 
ihrer Viele wollen eagen, daaz @le auch 1n Erb­
eaenoe empf&JJ.gen ee1; doch d1elelb1gen balten dae 
eitreeohtiglioh, daez eie 1m M~tterlelbo gehe111-
get eei u.na daaz 1hre &!tern ohne Ia.et und Begier­
d e empfangen heben ••• 

Aleo ha elt die Jungfrau Ilaria daa MS.ttel. 
zwiechen Ohri eto und a.nderen Ueneohen. Denn 
Chrietue, ds er ~;npfangen we.rd und lebte, let er 
gleioh donealbeu .Augonbliok voller Gnacle geweeen. 
Die ~ <lern .Meniacben eind ohne Gnade be14e 1n 4ler 
era t en un<i e.ndern ~ pf~oniaz. Aber die 1u.ngt't'&ll 
Lfar ia., wiewohl aia der ereten :&up:fangn1aa nach oh­
n~ Ghnfle wor; cooh neoh der endern :&npfangnieE 
WEU:' ale voll er Gnado. Und de.a nioht unbllllg; demi 
e ie a u.ell e i n ~ ittlc geweean nr1eehen aller Gebu.rt; 
denn eie let ge·boren von Vster und Mutter• a1e a­
ber hut gebol'on ohne Vntor ••• 

La.a woll en nun dieee Worte da der lfllge1 Qa­
b riel zu i hr eagt: "~benedeiet biet du .unter den 
\.'eibern. .. Lenn nan konnte zu 1hr •prechen: "G­
benodeiet biat du, , " wenn e1u Jo witar c!er Ver­
maleue iu.ng geleBen ~are; ea war auch reoht und bil­
lig , daa z dieee Feraon ohne ~~ende antbalten 
wuerde, von w&lcher Chriataa llelalllen eollte daa 
Fl oieoh , de.a da uebP. i winden eoll te a lle Suenden. 
l>enn dae he1a~t eigontl1oh gebenedelet. waa mit 
goe t tlicher Gnaeo oogabet iet. ~ee iet, wae do 
oane s ~ende iat. 

irian i'/l.:terd e aehi: 11·ren we~ Jll#'\n c'i enk"en woll­
te, Lu. th&r habe gegl~ubt, 4aria eei lr.eine ~ueD4er­
in ge,:ee en anti. uuf eine.l!l and er an Wege eelig gewor­
tl en a lso e.ndare ~ eohen. S1e wnr elne Su.enderf.D 
wie ande~e Ilenechen, die duroh viol Truebaal 1m 
~l.Ed1b~1 a.n Ch.riatum ~ur ~ql1gke1t gefuehrt wur4e. 
j.Jiee v1s r · Lu t here !1Jhrc:,a ( Die Betaktion der Saint 
Louiae x Au.agabe.) 

Hier bakaemoert man eioh mm. wie aar lferr 
Chrietue hsbe koennen Brueder haben. eo ar dooh ein 
ein.ig er Soun liariae war, UDd die Jung:O>au Jfaria 
~e1ner Kinder mehr ?mtter le geweeen. l'a epreollen 

38. Op . r.:i ·t., Vol. ll, cc. 196P - 196l.. (!o eatabliela 
date, of. iurreda to Vol ll oo. 13-14.·) 
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nun etliohe. Joaaph babe zuYor. eb• denn er lla­
rla gofreie t. Guch e1n •eih gebnht, &e.von er fin­
der arzougt twt, die llUll bernaOA 4eu Berru Car1•t1 
Braetla.r geJUumt; oder, aaez Joeeph nabeu llerla noola 
e1ne FrAu hn t genabt, •le e• denn ut. den laden 
zugeln8 aen ear, claea die smg].eioh awe1 f e1b&r 
haetton. J;eJlll alao 11aezt mm aa.ob 1• Bu.ch &lth, 
da o a won.a irg encl e1n arm Kind war, eo 11••• 
man•a aitzen. wi ward nlcbt gefr91et. Dae 19~1•1 
Ctott nobcl, uncl bofahl, afLD aollte dle .. lblgeD 
nu.oh v ersorgon; aerhnlben 111;iaeten die naeohetea 
.!t1xov.n e wid Vemaudteu die Uabmen, eo Raleen.nWII 
arm \ aron, hei1·athen. .Aleo let Maria aaoll eiD 
a.rmee ;.aieiohen geseeen, die Joeeph TOil Bot •es• 
geno en ne t; denn da,. eie arm .--e1r, eo wollta elola 
nie!iV!llil ihrer e nnebr~en. Dieweil demi eieeelblgea 
von J oooph. geboren u.nl1 von aen anderen .lrauen. 
oo \,·a e.·en sie 11.t:tlbo lb:ueder dee Jier.rn Cbr1at1. 
~lso hub~n etliche vorgegebon, abe~ ich halts•• 
mohr ul t ~ n ander~n. die ua aagan. daea Brueder 
hier Vott ,, rn heiw ~;on; <'iellll cJie Judon un be111p 
$chr1 "ft hoi03en n lle ihre Vettern Hrueder. 311 
ua1 i h.m bbor. l ie lbr.11 wolla, ao 11egt Diobt gzo•• 
ua r r.m . eo g ib t <1 em Gl&nbon Diohte, eo atamt'• 11111 
au.cb n iohta, Qott gobe. e• elnd a1o119 .Vottern" 
octor !h"l1c<~ a1~. T"on J u&eph gaborell. · 

·c ~ te t hat .i.u";her hero clenrl.3 et,at88 that the 't'l­

tih1ch ono hol e r e~c1~r- 1ng the 'brother•' .ot Jeoue makee 

no cli:t':feronce mid io not a <loct1·1nal rootter. Thia atate­

naent ,ma v;ri tteu one yea r ntter the ~amloalf _Article•• 1n 

whioh , tri ting the much-d1ac11eaed eempg !J.rso etatwnt 

'4ppeu.ra. 

s 

• •• Da Ja ftrli' dem Cono11 zu. Chalotteon dle• 
gar reoht beechloaeen wortien lat, daaa aiarla 
&~a ?: e>/<o.s • tlaa tat, e1ne Mutter. dle Gott p­

blert. genannt werclon aolle; n1oht eine .lla.tter 
d~a ~OhLGa :i.4v1d• in aolcbf>r ·el••• ~a8~ Got• 
a&iegaeohloau(Rl eel, uondern tJeoz:d:tos, elna Qotte­
faerarin • .u 41. 

39. 9R... , 01i •• Vol. VII• oo.ll'li-1"'• 
40. ~. l'If. • Vol. "II. o. 66f&. 
,1. It wa a a.t the Cotmoil o~ Cbaloe4cm 1D '61 tllat ,aae epi­

thet q'£l rT~fS.evoJ wae :tlret a11thorltat1ni, applle4 lo Mu7• 
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8ie !!-!aria) 1et 1n aa.r (kiburt un na.oh der Ge­
burt. wia eie J'ung:fr.r.w. war vor der &tip~a.engn1 aa un4 
Ooburt, a leo auch gebl1eb8!1.~z 

1
-
111 thei u. t u <1ouht these q,uotationa de!initol7 a•tabll•b the 

f•ct that I.utha .r d l c~ acaept tho aenrper v!rgo. It 1 • ot ln­

teraat to u o ·~e .T..uta:-'a aarl1or stn.ter.ients aboilt the Tlrgln, 

and the3n to oee hm·, t hay wore modi:f!eit. an,1 ohS\Dged a• lie 

grew fa:r ·the :r.· a1t1a.y :from the Bomsm ohuroh. It ahoul.d be 

notetl,. ho·,, ove:t~ . thn t ns l a.ta as 152'l ths •tatemente ot 

IA.tther in rogara to 1fary wero of such a nature aa to be 

queetioned in tho filthGran Church. i'here ~ be no doubt 

that l' emnant~ o:f the Joman doctrine of the Virgin Mar, 

olung to Iil t hor for many yeara utter he had broken troa tilat 

ohurch. Thie 1 e not BL unu.s u.al or e l.1:u,aing t bing. I 't nm.•t 

be kept in mind t hat luther •a re.foru"".atton 'tlae not a planned 

and pxemeoitateo thing, but rather a progreeaive oonYiotioD 

that ther·e ,~e:.ce doctrinal errors in the Roman ch~oh whloll 

ha.cl t o ·bo ooinr e cted • ?!rat !uther EJQW tho CfJlltrnl error 1.D 

tha Roman l:lyet.em . ancJ attackec their dootrl:ne of juetlft­

oation. 'ru.i te u.utura.lly some tim w~ld elapee before 1.b.• 

loman doctrine regarn!ng Mar~ would oO!!le into ooneideratiOll 

and the error be oondeianed. 

It ia of gre~t aignifoanoe tb&t thero is no mention o~ 

•8Dlper Virgo lu tha Qeman text o~ the Smaloald U"tiol••• 

62 • .9!.•· ill.•, Vol. XII, o. 1£26. 



the latin reading ia: rY111aa ita taotaa eet h~, at a Spl­

ritu aancto e1ne v1r111 opera oOdiperetur, et ez Ilaria, 

Pura, eancta. eemperv1rg1De oaaoetar." Contra•t thl• wt.th tu 
reading of the German text. "Da•• der Solm ••1 a1eo Jlenaola 

fge)worden, daa~ er voa lleiligen Qelat olme aaellllliob ~• tllJl 

empfangea und von der reinen, heiligen J~aa Jfarla ge-
43 

boren aei." 

If it can be eata bliahed that the German text 1• the 

authoritative one anu the one which 1• eubaor1be4, al.l. di~-
. 

fioulty with the Confeeaional atatement about the aemper 
. . 

!l:rgo will diaappear. It haa lteen eatabliehed abo'Ye that 

the _temper virgo ie an exegetical problea wbioh oaJlllot IHI 

aolved, but if the etatement were not to1Ul4 iJl the authori­

tative text of the Co~eeeiona, it wolll.d be 1UU1eoeaa&r7 8'f9A 

to ehow tha t the eefp@r virgo 1• an ex~getiaal problem. 

The ConfeaeionaJ. reterenoe to l(a.ry aa aemper nrgo 

ie ·:tound only 1n the Jatin text of the Smaloald Artlo1ea. 

Luther.• a or1g1Dal copy of the Sll.aloald Artlolea waa 1n tu 
Gel'lllan l anguage. ~ ihla ~op7 waa COll]>leted near the ea4 o~ 

1556 and contained~ inaertiona and oorreotiona. 8pal.at1n 

llade a clean copy ot what .La.ther had writ, .. , thi• too 1D the 

. Qenaan language. ~ie oop7 la the ODe wbioh ••• preaente4 ~or 

diaoueaion and was then eigned 'b7 the oon.t .. eora. The LatlD 

•a. Concordia Triglotta, p. •01. 
4". 11!'6.e original draft ot !Aiher'• own pen which eho•• 

\7 the oroaaiDg out ot wo.rd• an4 nuaeroaa o~rijotione laow ~h• 
IJtao~ uo,et AP<lolllo1jgllt.::·lul• been preeerTe4 ill tile 111traq 
of Heidelberg uni verai t7. It haa been pullahe4 1D ~aoeillile 
b7 the librarian. Dr. JCarl Zallge!lileieter IID4er the titl.e: 
"Die Sohmal.kaldiaohen Ani.kel voa ·Jabre 1587. Baola Dr. Jfartln 
J'athef a autograph.' !he oop7 aa4e b7 Spalatin, wbioh re­
oe1Te4 the aigna ture•. 1a preaerYed 1n the Weillar arohlv•••" 
•lleve. J. L • • ,2l?.• .2!!.• • p. 866. 



--.. ...... -------------~~---~ 
tut of the Book of Concord 1a a poor traJU1latlon troa 

u 
the German, probably made b7 Selneoker. 

l'here 1a no room for debate u to which langaage 1• 

the original and author1 tat1Te one of ~e Saaloald Arti.-

olea. 
. . 

The German manuaoript le b7 far the aon Talaa'ble 

one, aa well ae the one which 1a 1nvo1Ted in the Co~••-
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aional oath. 

U. Neve, J. L., 21?.• ott., P• ™· •&. !he wording of the question which oonatitute• the 
oon:reaalonal oath le thia: "Do•t thou .hold and profeea tba doo~ 
trine of the Evungelioal Ia.theran Church a• laid doWD in the 
~)'llbola conta ined in the Booa of Concord of 1680i_to wit •• • 
The ::Symbol a contained 1n the Book ot C&ioord of J.D80 •r• 
written in the German language onl.7. "1'1• printing of the of• 
tlolal German ec1i tion of the Book of Conoord ••• 'began lJl 1678, 
UDde• the edith'ahip of laoob Andrea. !be 26th of lune. 1&80, 
howeTer, the fiftieth anni Tera~ of the preaentatlon of tu 
Aagaburg Coni'ee e1on to &nperor Charle• T wa• ohoeen ae the 
elate for 1te official publication at DreadeD and it• prolllll-
gation to the general public. · 

!here waa no Latin edition of the Book of Conoor4 All 
U80. "Even before the cloee of 1580, Selneo.ker p•lt11ehe4 
a Latin Concordia oontainiDg a tranalation of the J'ozaala o~· 
Concord begun by Iuoaa Oeiande.r 1n 16f8 · and oomplete4 'b7 
Jaoob Beerbrand. It waa a pr1T&te IUldertakiDg and, 0111.Dg te 
it• nwneroue and partly offenaive a1a'bkee, :foand no noog-
Di tion... !he neceeaa17 reTiaion of the latiJl t~ ••• macle at 
the oonvention in Qnedlingburg during Deoembe.r, 1682, aDd 
J&DRaq, 1683, Chemnits gIT1Dg nahrlal aeaietanoe. the n­
'11ed edition, which conatltutea the latln teztu• recepta• 
ot the Formula o~ Concord 1 wae publlallet at i.ilpa1g Ii Dk." 

Since the German edi 1.ion of the Book of Conco rel waa tile 
onl7 one 1n exi atence 1n the 7ear ll80, and eiDOe th• Book 
of Concord of l.580 la the one aubao.ri~e4 •• oonolwle that the 
German edition is the one eubeoribed. - Bellte. ••, !P• cit •• 
P• I. -



On the basis o~ theee findings it can be def1n1tel¥ etated 

tnat the1·e ie nothing \1tlateoever binding about the atatement 

of the La.tin text regarding the ae!J>e8 [riuo. 'l'be"dootrine'' 

Of the ~emper virgo ia no doctrine. but. ae be~ore atated. an 

exegetica l problem on which tioripture baa not apoken. It !DB¥ 

there.fore be termed ~n ''open c ueation" 1n the wldeat aenae 

ot this broad term. 

Ant1chr1at 

A DQmber of paeea.gee in ~oripture apeak of a phenomenon 

Which. in eccleeia etical lanauage, le cuetomaril¥ rererred to 
88 the "anticarist. 11 These pae ~agee :t'all 1Dto two ol.2eeee: 

One, t he pa.s ~~gee in which the term "antiohriat" appeara. 

These a re: I John 2 ,18 'Little children. it 1a the laat time: 

and a e ¥8 h~vo he~rd that a.ntiohriet ahall oome, even now are 

there many antichriate; whereby we mow that it ia the laet 

time." I Joan 2 , 22 ··\.rho 1e a liar but he tbllt donieth that 

Jee~e 1a the Chriet? He ie antiohriet that denieth the Father 

and the j on. " II John 7 11 i'or maJl¥ deceiver• are entered into 

the world. who coztleee not that Jeaua Chriat ia come in tbe 

flesh. Thie is a deceiver and nn a.ntichriet." 

Two, the poeeugee 1n which tho term "antiohriet" doea 

not appea r. b~t to which the term ie applied. ~heae are: 

lAwiol 7,24.26; 8,23-25; )(atthew 24,o.23.24; II Theeaaloniane 

2. 3.4.8-10; Revelation 13,l; 17,1-18. Al.though the term 



3f 

"ant1chriet" does not appear in theae paaakgea. lt baa been 

8 Ppl1ed to them by the Church. and ao the term 1n lte preaent 

u.eage is more of an eccleeiaatioal term than a Blblioal one •. 

A caeaa l examination of the paeeagea reveals tbat at leaet 

one pa ssa ge (I John 2,18) apeake of more than one antlobriat. 

Ono notea a leo tha t none of the paa sagea identify the pheno­

menon wi.th an event or pereon in hietory. Yet. when all baa 

been eaid , it ie evident to Bible theologiana that the Roman 

Catholic pontiff most eat1efaotorily la the h1ator1oal coun­

terpart to tha t phenomenon in joriptare. fhla wae the opinion 

of many theologians even before the Reformation. It wae aleo 

1uther'e viev; . 4 7 

The question arieea whether the guia aubaoription to the 

~yrnbolical .Books neceeearily demanda eabeoription to the etate­

menta in theee books ,ihich refer to the J?ope aa the antiohriet. 

There are a nwnber of ref erencea in the Confeeaional writings 

1n Which the .:.'ope of .aome ie called the antiohriat. ~ the 

baeie of these ref erencee the Lutheran Church hae held that 

the Pope 0 1 Ro,!le la the anticnriet • .A few of the o'Lltatanding 

references concerning the antichriet in the Confeaeione are 

here quot e · • 

. Apology • . Art. XV, lb: "If' the advereariee defend tbeae 

hllI.'itiJl eervices a a ~eriting juetifio~tion, grace. and the re­

mieeion of ains, they eimply eetablish the kingdom o~ .Anti-

47. It might be etated here that when the statement that the 
Pope ie the antichriet ie made by many theologians today, they 
u.ee the term 11autiohriet" aa an eocleeiaetical term. baaing 
their Judgment on the second group of paaeagee lieted a~ove. 
1n which the term 11antiohriet" doee not 0001.1r. The pue euse~ 1n 
which the t01·m " l.ntichriet" does appear (thoae 1D I .Tobn) are 
often coneidered ae ref erring to a different phenomenon. 


