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VI. Specifiec Connotations of Love in its Context in John.

Since we have now considered in goneral the meaning of
the concept love with speciul reference to John's writings
_“’ s in place to consider the exact implications of the use
of the concept wherever it oceurs in John's writings. Every
Passage where the love-concopt occurs in John will be con-
Sidered. These pussages will demonstrate clearly what the
significance of the love-concept is in John. To that end we
shall, in turn, discuss first those passages dealing with
love of evil, then those pertuining to God's love for men and
nman's love for God, thirdly, the love among men, and finally,
Some of't recurring evidences of the working out of this love.
e shall consider sll passages from the Gospel, Epistles, and
Revelation which employ the love-concept as they appear
pertinent, not in the order in which they appear in the books
themselves. Though we might ulso huve treated the matter in
section units as thuy follow in John's writings, we believe
the present aperoach is more effective.

It is not Lrue, as even a cursory reading of the Greek
text of John will reveal, that in every instince where the
word ” Yy o’m-q appears or one of 1its cognates or of a synonym
that Christi.n love is meant. As was pointed out early in
this paper, thers really exists no love outside of God since
God 1s love. yet there is a manifestation in man's relation
to evil and to self which besrs such similiarity to the mani-
fest.tion of real love, Christisn love, that it is called

love. Natural affection «ldo 1s called love.
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Love of Evil in John's Writings.

Just as love, means harmony with God, so lova of the
world means ‘harmony with the world, One who loves God can
never have the love of the world. Even as a cog=wheel
cannot be driven by two wheels spinning in opposite dirce=-
tions simultaneously. John stresses throughout that one lt;vn
cannot t.oleréte the ot*.he:'.1 If you love the one you must
hate the other. This 1s brought out very clearly in John
15, 19 where Jesus tells His disclples that "If ye were ;:f
the worla » the world woul& love his own: but because ye are
not of the world, but I have chosen you o.ut of the 'world.
therefore the world hateth you." This fifteenth chapter is
the beautiful chapter in John's Gospel that tells of the
complete harmony that existe between Christ and His church.
It 18 such unity and harmony of be-lng as exists in a natural
Plant as for instance in a vine and its branches. Yet this
Very harmony crmpels disharmony of the disciples with the
unbelieving, world-loving men. Jesus polnts out that 1f His
disciples would be of the world the world would love them.
Yes, 1f the follcwers of Christ do not continue in harmony
vith God, 1f they either go over entirely to the world or
remain only outwardly with Christ and do not insist on being
out of harmony with the world, then the world is glad to
receive them. The world likes to have harmony with evil.

If the church does not condemn too strongly, does not demand

that the world change, does not demand that the world change,

—_—
1. Cf. "Romans" op. git p 374 f£f.
2. Concerning f cidy ~ana pendic more will be said later.
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does not insist on exact harmony with God then the world wel-
comes ‘the church. The church 1nai§ts on harmony only when it
inslsts on obedience to God's commands for therein 1s love to -
God made manifest,

In this conrection ¥aclaren points out, "A half-Chris-
tlanized world and a more than half-secularized Church get on
vell together.- - -And 1t is a miserable thing to reflect
that about the average Christianity of this 5enarat16n there
18 80.very 1ittle tnat does deserve the antagonism of the
vorld." In the same connection he remarks, "Be sure it 1is
Your goodness and not your evils or your weaknesses, that men
dislike. - - ~-Many well-meaning Christian people, by an
injudielous use of Chrisian phraseology in the wrong place,
&nd by the glaring con:radlction between their prayers and
thelr talks and their dally 1life, 'br!.ng down a great deal of
deserved nostility upon themselves and of diseredit upon
Christianity:; and then they comfort themselves and say they
are bearing the 'reproach of the cross'. Not a bit of 1it!
They are _i:earing the natural results of their own fallings
and raults."l

" In John 3, 19 we hear the reason why 1t is so difficult
to convince men that they must be in harmeny with God; the
reason ia that they have a natural antagonism to it. Men do
not want tc be told that being cut of bharmony with God re-

Bults in total destruction. They love the darkness. They love

m
1. Gospel of John commentary Chap. XV 18-20.




88 Christi=zas hate sin and evil.
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1t because they do not feel out of harmony, they love it

because they dare not reallze thelr disharmony if it fore-
Shadows destruction. Wan's deeds are evil. Therefore he

loves the darkness rather than 1light lest his deeds should

be reproved. He prefers to remaln in carnal security where

he has a sense of well-being even though at times he lives 1in
far. Natural man cannot love God, he can~ot mount up to God
nor enter into communion with God.1 Jesus says in John 3, 19:
"And this 1s the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil.” Tt is this darkness, this love of the
darkness because of evil deeds that we are warned asainst: in

1 John 2, 15. Here, in the context, we hear that the evil of
the world is "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,

and the pride of 1ife." These, and the pursult of these,

are what separate man from God. TWhen man establishes harmony
with these, when he loves these, the love of the F'at.h-'er cannot
be in him. Therefore John here says, "Love not the world,
neither the thinrs that are in the world." He stresses the
utter futility of love of the world since both the world
8nd these deeds must puss away, and since only they in whom
the love of the Father dwells will abide forever. But this

love cannot abide 1n such as love the world, Here again John

defines world as the evil of the world, those things which

tend to eternal destruction. Christlans, regenerate men,
Hate is, then, to see

‘'« 1, his Nygren agaln bring.r,s out so well in his descrip-
tion of £pas , the futile movement of man up to God.




sertalnty of destruction and disharmony in the communion with,
OF Purausnce of, a beirg or i1dea. LA true child of God cannot
éven see a remote pozsibllity of harmony with sin. There can
be-‘::;::mpr'm'n“.se of ein and righteousness, of good and evil.
The one démgnds the exelusion, yes, the extinction, of the
other, |

Jesus states 1t as a fact in John 14, 24 that whoever
doea not love Him will not keep His saylngs; and goes on to
88y that the word He speaks is not His but the Father's.
In contrast to what has Just preceded, namely that Jesus has
8poken of the wonderful communion which He and His followers
Will have with the Father if they keep His words in love to
Him, He here points out that if they do not keep His words
they thereby show tha' they do not love Hime If we do not
love Christ, if we do not reallze that true harmony exists
Only in Him we will not follow His words. Indeed, that is
not strange, why should any ‘one follow Christ's words if he
8ées no possibility of that harwony for which he strives in
this OChrist. Yet those who do not follow Chris's words do not
find the harmony trey seek, in their love of evil they
éncounter fear. Such as love evil cannot escape fear for

perfect love 2lone caats out fear. In chapter 4 of 1 John

%e hear in verse 18, "There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
frareth 1s not mzde perfect 1n love." Anyone who is over-
whelmed by fear knows nothing of Christian contentment and

trust, at best he lives in carnal security and self-rightecusness.




But 11 who Ao not have love in thelir hearts, that love
which o4 18, have fear 1n their hearts. Fven Christians,
8ince they are not yet made perfect in love, must deal with
fear. Love for evil st1ll remains in the old Adam. In
Christians there 12 a congtant state of war between two
loves. Yet the power of Ged keeps them in God's love and in
harmony and communion with Him.

The evidence of the love of evil we mee all about us.
Caristians experience it in their own atrugglea against temp-
tation. Jonn gives us two manifestations of this love of evil.
In 3 John 9 18 piletured 2 ehurch member, Diotrephes, who had
Placed his love in a high place, he c¢lung to the pride of
life. Joun wri tes, "I wrote unto the church but Diotrephes,
¥ho loveth to have the preeminence among them, r=ceiveth us
not." Ambition still entlced him, self love promised harmony.
In John 12, 43 we hear of others who, though they helleved
0 Jesus, yet aid not confess him "for they loved the praise
of men rore than the pralse of Goci."

The final end of those who posess false love, those who
love evil and darkness John describes in the last chapter of
Revelation. Jesus i1s presented by John as saylng that the
8vidence of God's love in msn 1s that they do His commandments.
Christians manifest this by love of the brethren. However
those who love their 1ife, who are filled with self love shall
lose their life. This 1s demonstrated in R‘avelati.on 22 where
John 'again repeats that thnse are blessed who do the comrandments




of God for they have a right to the trce of life and may
8nier into the gutes of the city. Then he continues in
verse 15, "For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore-
mongers, ard murderers, and idolaters, and whoscover loveth
&nd maketh ‘a 1ie." Thila 1s the way in which also all who
love their 1ife, who are in harmony with evil, shall end.
hat greater love of ralsehood 1s imaginable than to believe

harmony to ex® st apart fror God and in darkness.

Love of God

In his work Agape gand Eros Nygren differentiates be-
tween the essential Christlan concept of love which he
calls "agspe" and the essertial work-rightecus and enthusi-
88tlc man-to-God concept of love of all other religions which
he calls "eros". He ghows the difference between the nature
of the two, the conflict necessary between them, and yet how
the Christian concept was mislnterpréted and confused S.in dog-
matie theology with the concept in other religions. All
true love must be motivated bv God's undeserved love to the
sinner. This point can gcarecely be over-emphasized. It 1is
the crux of the differcnce between Chrisianity and all man-
made religions, 1t 1s the esaence of the atonement and of
salvation, :

kian, by nature, loves the darkness into waich he as a
child of Adam 1s borng ordinarily it indlcates harmony
for him. It 1s only when the fear brought about by a reali-

2ation of his guilt before a Holy Maker has become consclous




With hiz that he realizes the lack of harmoﬁy. Then he turns
t0 seek God. ¥-t, at best, he finds but a capricicus god, Wl
lets men fret and fume, laugh and cry, and deals lnevitably
ith them, or he seeks' to appease an angry god by irying to
8stablish Parmony elther by sacrifices or a better life or by
both. Fear is never absent. The struggle of the Christian
religion, as evidenced in both 01d and Now Testaments, 1s in
contrast to such a man-made religion as much as: tc the
darkness-loving world. Always,. individuals, and groups also,
have been influenced by the "eros" motif. John spesks much
¢f man's love to God especlally as man evidences 1t by the
keeping of the commandments and by love of his fellowmen.
llowever, he does not dc this without also pointing out empha-
tically that this love 1is only in the reborn, that God must
first love us, that he must plsce this love in us.

We do well to remember thst wherever God is there is

harmony; without him there can be no harmony. God is love.

There can be no love where God 18 not, no God where there

18 no love. 70d 1s love. Tuls John tells us in ) Joha 4, 8.
There we read: "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God
1s love." To say that God 1s love means of course that

everythling that 1s not of laove is opposed to God, 1s Bin.

Sin, disharmony, God wrust hate. We often say, however, God

hates sin but loves the sinner. We can see from our under-
standing of love what meaning this 18 to carrye.

no possibility of harmony with sin. It 18 not part of the
: Therefore it 1s possible

God a=es

essential nature of man to be sinful.
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for harmony to be established. Yet every man is by nature
8inful and because of sin he is the object of God's hate and
wrath. This sin must be removed. This is done in Christ
Jesus. Now God sees men in harmony with Him through the
removal of sin in Christ. God can love the slnner as a
human being, yet only in Christ Jesus 18 the harmony es-
tablished. 3ut rcertainly God must also hate the sinner as

& sinner, as one who loves sin and sees harmony in 1t.

God 18 under no compulslon because He is love to save
men. God eould be, and remain, & God of love and still have
destroyed man for his sin. We know that He has reserved the
evil angels in chains under darkﬂ;sa unto judgment, we know
that many men will spend eternity in hell. If God were under
eompulsicn because He is love to be in harmony with all the
universe this would not be poseible. But Scorbture says it will
happen. By the punishment of sin and evil, by the separa-
tion of it from Himself God remalns - a:God of love and harmony.
If God were not to -unish sin ci were %0 allow the slightest
taint of 1t to enter heaveh or into communion with Him He
would not be a God either of love or harmony or Jjustice.

Yet God as a God of love was moved to send His Son, to
give up His Son for us. Iea,A"ﬁod 80 loved the world,™ His
desire for harmeny for man was so great that He sent His Son.
God's harmony, His essence of love, would have remained un-
disturbed, yet He wanted man, too, to be in this harmony for

man's sake and therefore "de gave his only-begotten Son that

"
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whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting 11fe." The harmony with God 1s there, m2n can
have communion with God. Yet man loves darkness. Now that
he ean have narmony with God.he is unzble of himeelf even to
@ccept 1t, yes, he runa from it, he hatrs 1t. £o that God
8gain must do it. God must give man the power and the will
to accept, man muat be born a new creature. God has to ea-
teblish the harmony, He must initiate it, must bring man into
1t, must keep man in it. Yes, @od 1= love, and 1 John &, 10
tells us, "Hereln 1s love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent hls Scn to be the propitiaticn for our
5lns." We cannot love God, indced, we by nature oppose even
10d's love for us. We are so filled with love of evil, so
fillad with hatred, thet the real love 18 entirely foreign
t0 us. For love is of God, but we are by nature the devil's,
the enemy of God. "®or love is of God; and every one that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." 1 John 4, 7.

We vere dead; we were out of harmony ‘with God and dead

in sin. Yet God loved us, yet He established harmony and

communion with Himself for us. He made his love manif-st to

ue. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us,

because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,

that ve might live through him." 1 John 4, 9. Though we were

dead we can live. Once again, to really live, to be bora again,

and that of God, and to 1lve with Him in harmony. Though
dead tc llve and to live eterpally for he that liveth and
believeth shall never dle, he shall never be out of harmony
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with God as long as he believes. In this coming of Jesus we
Beeé God's love, it is an active, living thing. "Hereby
percaive we the love of God, b-~cause he latg down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."
1 John 3, 16. Because He loved us God the Son came into the
world and took the nunishment for the sin that separated us
from God,. so that we say, "Unto him that loved us and washed
Ut frcp our sins in his own blood,--=be glory and dominion
for ever and ever" (Rev. 1, 5). 70d has ugain established
harmony for man, man loves and lives. He 18 born again;

he is born of God. Because of this relation of love, of
harmony ard comrunion with God we are now sons of God. So
great 1s this harmony between us and God that we are God's
sons, for 1 John 3, 1 says, !Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon vz, that we should be called the
sons of Gpd: therefore the world knoweth us not, becauge it
knew him not." The living God now dwells in us, so deep 1s
our communion with Him. Ail who -"clieve the love ofGod,

- the essentlal harmony that God has estadlished in Christ
dwell in harmony. In this harmony we have all God's gifts

to His children. %e have peace in God. This 1s described to

us in 2 John 3 "Grace be with you, mercy and peace, from God
the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the

Father, in truth and love."
God is harmony, dod is love. So that we can say, 1
John, 4, 16, "And we have known and believed the love that God

hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth
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in God, and God in him." Christians still sin, daily the
love of darkness and the desire for harmony with the world d
OPposed.to God rises in them. This love of darkness, this
8ln, God wishes us to be cleansed of., That 18 why we are
told in Rev. 3, 19, "As many as T love, I rsbuke and chasten;
be zealous therefore, and repent."

Once we have entered into this harmony with God which
He has established for us in Christ we have fellowship and
communion with God.> "And he that loveth me shall be loved
of my Fathor, aizd I will love him, and will manifest myself
to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is
it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us, and not unto the
world?' Jesus answered and sald unto him, If a man love me,
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we
Will come unto him, and make our abode with him." John 1%,
21-23. And again in John 15, 9.10 "As the Father hath loved
me, 80 have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love." And so
Jesus speaks to His disciples and to all believers and tells
them of their communion with the Father, John 16, 27, "For

the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and

have believed that I came out from God." In the beautiful

prayer of John 17 where Jesus has much to say of the un:l.t_y
and the harmony of the Father and the Son, God and the church,
and the church among 1tself this fellowship and harmony with

e ST e

E V4
grss
1. Note here the relation of Térss to ¥Mm .
is man's side of ‘}J'E"l . Love ia the greater.




43

God 18 demonstrated in all fullness in verses 21-23: "That
they.all may ve one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which: thou
gavest me I have given them; that they ﬁy ‘be one, even as
We are one: I in them and thou in me, that they may be made
Perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast
séent me, and hast loved them, as thou hist loved me." That
the whole world is to know that God loves His church is also
brought out in Rev. 3, 9, "aehoﬁl; will make them of the
Synagogue of Satan which say.they are Jews, and are not, but
40 1ie; behold, I will make them to come and worsﬁ".p before
thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee."

God, the God who 18 love, loved us. Outside of Him there
18 no love or harmony. Man loves darkness but God establishes
harmony in Christ so that men are brousl.lt. into harmony with
God. It is none of their own doing. Man, of himself, cannot
find harmony with God. It is none of their t;'n'doins. Man,
of himself, cannot f£ind harmony with God, oaniiot love God.
God had to love us first and make our love for Him possible.
Those who believe, who are in harmony, are n.ow in God's love.
They love God. It 18 not man's movement up to God but God's
harmony for men. "We love him, because he first loved. us."

1 John 4, 19. So it had to be, s0 it must be in every case

of man's loving God.




