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Gnostlcism, was John's chief enemy. The doetrines
brought out by John would seem to voint to the fact
that he was wyiting thie encyclical with ths many
false teachinge of Cerintims in mind,

Thus we have accumlated 2 bit of information
on the author, the addiressee, the genuineness, the
date, and the purpose of the three epistles. vith
this background we may proceed to a more searching
discussion of the Christian Life sccording to tine

Three Iplstles of John.
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It was the night Christ was betrayad. Around
Him at the Table in the upper room sat eleven disciples.
One hed forsaken Him for the Tleeting gain of the
moment., dJesus had told them that one of them would
betray Him, Shock and amazement clouded the faces
of the ¥leven. &8Shame led the twelfth, Judas, to sesk
ocut company more sult=d to his mood =t the moment, to
bergain with the High Priest and his cohorts for the
betrayal, Iext to Jesus, with his head clcze to the
Vaster!s, was John, the disciple whom Jesus loved,t
He was close to the Waster. MNore than mere friend-
ship held him to Christ., There was a deep mutual
love and affection between John and Jesus., dJohn was
with Him constantly. Vhenever any of the Gisciples
were with Jesus, John was sure to be emong them.

Some sixty years later, an elderly man setltles
himgelf to & small writing desk in a house in the
city of Fphesus. He picks up his stylus, unrolls
a section of parchmeni, and begins a letlexr Lo a
group of hie friends. Love--=Love===I0ove==--he can't
got the word out of his mind. Whel great love the
vaster had shown toward him} %hat knowing love had
been the dominating force of his ovm long lifel These
friends of his, they were in danger of being dr=awn away
from the first love.2 He had to write to them. He

1, John 13,23 ff.
2. ¢, Revelation 2,4.



had to tell them of the love of the Nagter with whom

he had walked and talked, whom he had served so faithe=
Tully, who had firat teught him the real meaning of
love those many yemrs ago. He had to convince thenm
that his Yaster also loved themn, that as a result

they should also follow Him and sexve Him and love

Him and their neighbor., John writes, The Spirit

£ God gives him utterance.  An inspired apostle
recoxrdg God's scheme of Christian life for the Christians
whom he had served as bishop for many years. Thus

the 'pistles of John wexre writhen,? In the church
around Fphesue, to whom the Tirst epistle was directed,
thiere nad arisen false teachers ané leaders who

claimed to have a message more atlractive, a truth
more mubtiientic ¥ han tThat which had been proclaimed
since Paul first preached in the gtrects of that
heathen eity. ¥ow the elder, & rpec(ute pos, the

-u

Apostolic overseer of the churclies, the shepherd of
the souls placed under his care by God Himselil, must
viarn his sheep aboubt these dangers and smet build
them up o that they will be able both to discern
the Tfalse and choose the truel

John had spent muech time with his people. THe
had recorded for all the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Iow

he was writing whzat may be considered & companion

3., This sccount claims no historic fact. However, it
is not contrary to known factes sbout the history of
the apostle John.
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work., In his Gespel he had shovn his sheep with ©

inspiration of God that the Christ, Jesus of llasarcth,

-t

ves true Cod, the eternal ?t-bb’ $ .who existed bofore

the woxld began., FNow in his encyclical he was pointing

cn

out Toxr them The foct that Jesus was at the same Tine
true man, that the Gnostics were wrong when they said
He was only & phantom which "seemed® to exist.

Prom especially this first masterful epistle,
and also from the two chorter works, the cheep, under
Jgolm's care, recelved pertinent instructions They
vore steeled against the savages of falechood and
exror; they were encouraged in their convictions; but
above all they were strengthensd in Christian love,

That was the high =pot of John's 'bh:.m,.i.a.,. Hig
Gospel repeatedly uses the term "love', & kd- Fe »
and throughout, the love of God for the worldé as
exenmplified in the love of Christ is the conztant

thern shown coneclusively by such beautiful
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Gospel paszages ac "God so loved the world that ie
gave His only begotten SoNeese.."; "A new eomv:n
ment give I unto you, that ye love one another; as

I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By
this sh2ll all men know that ye are my diseciples, if
ye have love one to another™; or "Greater love hath

no man than this, th=t a man lay dovm hies life for
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hie fricnds."? Dhic theme is not lost in his epi=tle,
It is called by some the "Ipistle of Iove," The
sord love =nd its derivotives occurs more often in
this first epieitle than in any other book of the
Now Testamant, &ix times John calls his readers
A 6«0( rutotl , well-beloved. Twelve iimes the
noun :‘ 6'0(71' WV is used. The verb appeasrs twenty-
geven times., In all there are zoms fi1fiy-one instances
in this book of five short chapters where the woxrd
A 6'0{: T  or its ecuivalent is used. Is it any
wondar that we may call it the epistle of love?
"asugueciine said, 'Locutus est multa, et prope omnia
de caritate!, = 'lic has szid many things, and almost
all about love.! Iuther sald, 'Ths main substance
of this epistle related to love,!%?

Thus from this "Epistle of Tove"” we will s=t up
the systen of Christian life with ite divine motive,
the love of God, its humen basis, faith, and its

manifestations in true practice of Christian lovs.

4, John 3,163 John 13%,34=35; John 15,13,
5. Hayes, D. A., John ond e Wihinge, p. LT0°
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THE DIVIVE MOTIVE, TIHE IOVE OF GOD

In his original state of perfection, man led
a perfect and sinless life, "In the image of God,"
man was created perfect and holy. God and man were
on friendly terms., It was the pleasure and privi-
lege of man always %o do God's will, for being sin-
less there was nothing in man with which God could
Tind fanlt,

But something happened to spoil this frxiendly
relationship, Seban, in the form of the serpent,
beaguiled Adem and Fve into sinning. They began to
doubt the command of God not To eat the fruit of
the Torbidden tree, With this breaking of the com=
mand of Ged, sin came into the world. WMan 'I:l'-.cﬁ
loct the "image of God" in which he had been created.
Thereafter man was helpless. He was driven from the
Garden of Eden eand was condemned to eternal death,
He couldn!t help himself, couldn!'t restore himsel
again to thot formexr state of pexrfection and holi-
ness, But the just and righteous God who expelled
man from Paradise, was also loving and merciful. He
at once promised man a Savior. He told the serpent,
"T will put enmity between thee and the women, be-
tween thy seed and her sced; it shall bruise thy
hend snd thou shelt bruise His heel,"©

6. Genesis 35,15.°
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Thus God!s plan of salvaticn, the sending of His
only bhegotten Son into the woxrld to become m=nls
csubstitute, was first promiq-:d_"ao mankind.

In his epistles John specks several times of
the sin which caused man's need of salvation. We
will pick out these roferences and szee how John
points out 1) The universelity of sing 2) The dam=-
nability of sin; and 3) The inevitability of sin.

" ithe doctrine of the wniversality of sin is
presented very elearly in Scripbture. YAll men have
sinned and come short of the gloxry .of God. nT a1
we like sheep have gone astrays we have turned
evexry one to his own way; and the Tord hath lzid on
hinm the iniquity of us all. "8 gyt we are 811 as
an welean thing; and all our rvighteousnesses are
ag Tilthy rags...") In John's first epistle we have
- particularly three passages speaking more or less
directly of the universality of sin.

The first of ‘bhéscz pascages occurs btow~rd the
end of the firet chapter., John had been spesking
to the Christians he was aﬁdres::irg, of Chxi=st as
the light which has no darknese in Him at all., He
had told his readexrs that the person who says he has

7. Romans 3' 29
Bo Isaiah 53’6.
9. Isaiah 64,6.
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fellowghip with Christ, the Idght, and yet walks in

darkness, lies and does not Ao ‘the truth, He clasres
hinmgclf among them. He:uses the first person through-
out his discussion, Then comes the passage which nas

long been consildered a claar refercnce to the univer-
sality of sin. "If we say that we do not have sgin, we
deceive ourselv:ie and the Txuth is not in us. If we
confess our sin, He is Taithful and just to forgive
us the sine and cleanse us from all unyighteousness,
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar
and His woxd is not in us. nl0
Before we enter upon a dstailed investigetion
of John's statement, we notice that from the entire
connection, John is peointing out <hat the Light,
Chxist, when compared with us, immediately shows up
our sinfulnesr, Any argument which the reader migh
bring up for his own merits rapidly fades to nothing-
ness when viewed in the Iight of Chyxist's pexrfection,
Sinfulness becomes an established. fact. As IlicClaren
nt, two things will follow in those
who are in union with Himj; they will wall in light
and they will in Hie light see their ow evil, "l

But John puts down a coneclusive statement, ke

10. I John 1,8-10 -~ Iiteral Translation.
11, MeClaren, Alexander, Expositions of Holy Scripture,

Tphegians, Peter, John I-IV, p. 249,
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says, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,."
We are fooling ourselves if we consider ourselves to

be without sin, John probably had the Gnostics in

nmind at the time of writing. They éenied responcibility
Tor sin. "The Grnostices claimed that sin was an essen-
tial guality of matter: John knew 1t was violation

of God's holinees, They claimed that the spirit, the
essential ego, was inherently good, and therefore thsy
could ray, 'I have no sin, it i=s only my material

body which eins.'"12 g any rate, John answers such

a statenment as that by telling them thsey are merecly

¢

But John is sddressing Christlan people wio had
lesrned how to pray-- "forgive us our trespasres,®
(leaxly John aleo speaks to These people and lncludes
nimself? when he says it is self-deception if "we say
we have no sin." As Juller says, they ars "clearly
the sine they commit in their present state as
Christians, "3

John contimues with the statement "the truth
is not in us."™ The truth, |c1 :lr\v:oSE(.o( y refers
to the meseage of the Gosvel ag received by the

12, Dena, H, B., Op. Cit., p. 25.
13, Mndller, Julius, Chrietion Toctrine of Sin, Vol. 2.

De 253.




believing heart. dJesus Himself sa2id, "I am.....the
truth, "4 In verse gix John had said, "we do not
have the truth.," In verse sight here John says,
ithe truth is not in us." In verse ten John bringe
the motter out more clearly when he says, "His woxrd
is not in ues," Vhat John means isz that the person
who thinks he, as a Christian, has no sin in him,

in reality has not benefited at 2ll from his study
of the truth and hag been in error all ths whils,
Parncs states, "I'he object of the Apostle is to show
that 1t is implied in the very nabure of the Gospcl
that we are sinnerr and that if on any pretense vie
denied that faect, we ubtterly deceived ourcelves, "2
Thexre i a rieing pltch of decigivenese here as theore

i als=o in the three statements "we lie," in verse

»

gixs "we dececive ourselves," in verse eight; and
"we meke Him a liar," in verse ten. These two sets
of three statements =1re conclueive Lo all esxrs that
gin exists in the heart of all men, even those who
have accepted Christ into their hearts by faith.
John contimied his discourse with the statement,
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful ( ‘Irm"cé-s )
ond just (& ( KACO®S ) to Torgive us our sins and
40 cleanse us from 2ll unrighteousness," Healizing
that he is a sinner, a man must be man enough to

14. John 14,6.

15. Barnes, Albert, Notes on the Wew Testament, Vol. 10,

Pe 285,
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confess it before God., Only on the basis of this con-
fegsion of sgin can the just ond rizhteous erd faithful
God forgive the sinsz, By TIU+°IS John refers to the
fact that God will Xkeep FHis promise, "For if ya for-
five men their trespasscs, your heavenly Tather will
elso Torxrglive ynu,"l6 and "I, even I, em He tha®t blotieth
out thy transgrecscions for mine ovm sake and will not
remomber thy gins, "7 By § I( KaloS John refexs %o
the justice of God in deelaring sinners righteous and
the debt of sin paid, on the strength of Christl's sub-
gtitutionayy suffering and deathh. Thus John urges
his readers to confess thelr =sins befors God and
receive foxgivenes: through their» faith in Chriest.

But in the last pexrt of JdJohn's statement on
the universallity we note a slightly different zpproach.

Here John says, "If we say we have not: sinned.” He
H

<
nges the verb W M.alpfv,; KA ev whoreae in the focrmer

casgec he used the term 5\)&4? +II*V E(XEH’ +to have
gin. David Smith poinbts out that this shows that
John was speaking in verse eight of oxiginal esin, the
inherent corruption which man has by nature and now
in verse ten he ies spea!_’::i.ng of the soctual =sine which

oceur in the lives of men, particularly the falls

16. Matthew 6,14.
17. I=aizah 43%,25.




of the heliever.la

And now in verse ten John vexry
strongly closes hie argument with the stotement,
*"We make Him a liar and His woxd is not in us."

As Tenski shows us, denying sin would be tantamount
to saying that God's decraze to send Christ into the
woxld to shed his blood for men was uselesr and
would be ealling God a liar.t2 Turthemmore, it would
be denying 2 clear sbatement of foripture inspired
by God Himself. And Tuxrthermore, God's word, the
megsage of both sin and grace would not be in us,
and we would be in error completely, as anyone with=-
out God's word would be in error resgerding sin and
grace,

The szecond passage which we coneider in this
matter of universallty is in the seccond chapter,
the second verse, "and He is the propitiation for
our sins and nol for ours only but 2lso for ths
whele world." Obviously this is not a =edes doc=-
trinae for the doctrine of the universality of sin
but from this passage we see that John regards the
entire woxld ae benefiting from Christ!'s atone ent,
not only the believers, but also the whole woxld.
As Mullexr says, "The declarations, moreover, which

descxribe the dosign and powex of Hedem tion to be

16, sSmith, David, Ixpositor's Greck Tegtament, Vol. 5,
P [ ] 172.

19. Lens¥i, R. C. H., Intexrpretation of Petexr, John,
Jude, Vol. 10, p. 404. '
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for the salvation of the WORLD (I John 2,2) imply
the same universality of sin, for man neseds a Savior
and an Atonement only in so far as he is afflicted
with sin and laden with guilt."2° Just as Chyisi's
salvation was for the whole world, so the whole
world wae in sin and needed this salvation. as
Dana gayes, "The salvation preached by the Gnostics
was a caste, or class, salvation, the salvation of
a Tavored few. The true salvation is cosmopolitan
and universal.®2l Thus from the universality of the
world's salvation we deduce the universality of the
world!s need of salvation, sin,

The third pagsage alluded to before occurs atb
the very end of the epistle in the fifth chapter,
the ninteenth verse, "And we know that we are of
God and the whole world lieth in wickedness." The
context of this passaée shows ue that hexre John
distinguishes betwoen the believers, who are in God's
hands, ané the unbelievers, who are in the hands of
the world and lie in wickedness., This passage can
be used to support the two discusced previously;
Both believers and unbelievers are sinful, the
foxmer, however, being controlled by the love of

20, Muller, Julius, QOp. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 257.
21. Dana’ H, Eo, OE- Cito, Do 28.




God, the latiter by the wiclkedness of the world. The
matter of the differcnce liere will be discumsed in
connection with the inevitability of sins ot suf-
fice it Yo say that hexe too John alludes to the

foet of wnivercality vihen he uses the term 3 I\‘écﬁ.os
i

Thus JdJonn pyresente bo his readexs the univer-

gality of sin,

But John likewise precente his readexrs a glimpse
of the dammsbility of sin, In three pasrages particu-
loxly John points out the fact that mankind has been
declared guilty and must as 2 yesuli suffcr the punish-
ment which God inflicted on a2ll those who brancgress
‘the l=w of God.

Throughout the 0ld a2nd Few Testement the peonalty
of gin is deseribed as being death. "...For dust

I22 "SO

thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,'
Sanl died for his transgression which he committed
against the T.00G..."23 "Pha soul that simneth, it
shall die."24 "Wherefore as by one man sin entered
into the world, and dealth by si and so dezath passed
upon azll men, fox that all have sinned."25 For the

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal

22, Genesis 3,19.

23. I Chxronicles 10,13,

24, Egekiel 18,4,

25, Romans 5,12, ! B




1ife throush Jesus Christ our Lord."26 But hers in

dohn's cpistles we have only a few references to the

damnabllity and sexiousness of sin. .
The first of these is, "Everyone vho does the

gin also does the lawlesrcness, z2nd the sin is the
|I2?

lawl eseness

Here John points out that sin and lawlessness,

or brearing of the law, are one and the same thing.

~ '3 -~ g
lic eays, " WAS O MTolwV (d=liberately does, or
is in the habit of doing.)" This strengthens John's

srgument cuite & bit since "c.hg word 'ﬂ'as has a
prominent position at the beginning of the senience,
¥veryone who sins is guilty of breaking the law,

Tha term g,,u_dpt-:.d\ is used aes a synonym for :{VOA,{.gk
and thus John shows what sin really is., Sin in the
last analysis is rebellion against Godls law. dJohn
goes on in the second part to conneet these two teims
merely by using the copula = 'Ea"(:}\l s Ghus identi-
fying the two terms as one in meaning, As David
smith ooimbs out, " W ?\M.tﬂp'{'(k Zotiv | %W’}b{&
The article in both the subjeet and the dredicate
meke Yein'! and 'lawlessness! convertibls and co=
extensive teime, 128

26. Romans 6,2 3.

27, I John 3,4. = Literal Translntiocn. .

28, Smith, David, .':.'?xposito::;'s Greck Testament, Vol. 5,
P. 1850
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S0 John, in our text, gives us 2 definition of:
sin., "His intention, certainly (in repecating the
last phrase) is Yo define the conception of ein thuss
tand herein consistas the nature of =in, sin is a
repudintion or violetion of the law."22 Telanchton,
Gerhaxd, Daiexr, and others of the old dogmaticians,
were in the habit of uring thisz passage to define
ein, MNMel=snchton defined it as "defectuz vel inclinatio
vel anctio pugnsns cum lege Del (xrevolt or inelination
o1 action fighting with the lar of God.)"3° 50 John
is pointing out that sin is revolt against the right-
cous law of God., "It ie the ag-ertion of the selfish
will against a paramount asuthoxity. He wiho sins,

broeaks, not only by accident, or in an isolated detail,

but essentially, the law which he was cre-ted to

Thus gin is in direet contradiction to all that
ie rightecous and holy and, in fact, is a direct re-
ainet the righteous God. AS'L;nski 20
aptly pointe out, "...% e least 'unrizhteousness!
wouid compel the 'xrighteous! God To pronounce on
us the verdict of demnation. "2  So the vexry nature

29, Muller, Julins, Op. Cit., Vol. 1, p. 43.
30, (moted by Tuller, Julius, Cp. Cit., Vol. 1, ». 44,

31, VWescobt®t, fuoted in Pulpit Comnentaxy - Vol. Peter,

John, Jude, p. T9. .
32, Tenski, R. C. H., Op. Cit., Vol. 20, p. 402.
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e

of sin, that it is rebellion against the rightnéﬁe
God, przcludes the fact that the righteous God will,
beocaure of His Holy Iature, be compelled 4o punish
the transsressor. "hus the seriousnesr and denna-
bility of sin is brought home to us by the very
definition of =in a2s the transgression of the law
of God,
The second paseege is He who does the sin is
of the devil, for.the devil sins from The beginﬂing.“33
Hers John points ocut that anyone who sins (and
ha had just poinbted out that sin is a rebelliion
against God) is in rerlity of the devil, for the
devil is the father of sin, who has sinned from ths
very beginmning of sin., Vhen the Tfather of sin xre-
belled against God and desired to be equal with God,
he was czet into owber doriness end foraver conderned
to ebternal damnation. So the person that sine is in
reality of the realm of Satan, =nd shares also in
the punishment which was inflicted upon Satan. Christ
himgalf declares this when he ssys to "those Jews
which believed on him"......."ye are of your father
$he devil, snd the luste of your father will ye do." %
Barnes points out in this connection, "...what the

53, I John 3,80
%4, John 8,31 and 44,




