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But in the c-:-tse of First John vre hav e a di 1·erc::nt 

pnrpos,.:. r·t seems thr\t ,John 'N s \·.ior.t1.ed ab out his 

Chrlsti al'l 0011;:.,:r. 6 t i nns. Ile wru t ee. to Give t hem 

so et hi ng to our b· t h ~r ee:i es \.Vhic __ hacl sp:ru.ng U!J i n 

t h ~ir midst. The epistl e handl es her e i es not by 

picki ng t hem out, nam:i.nc t hem, and r ef'u:'i;i ng .-.;hem, 

bu•ii by put•ting f or'Gh such an abunde.nce of osi ti ve 

li glr t tllat all the heresi es are ill'\.1.mi nat ed d 

cl early seen. " All t' e h er esi es of hi st ory ·are 

anti cip t ed and answered her,:3. 1110 Howev er, \"le can 

r eoog11ize i'rorn ,Tohn' s ap1>roach that t he probl em 

VJE\S ·;.-:I.t h ~•i; i nomi an Gno. t ics . It was a syncretism 

of' G-r a oo-RoraAn p ' il o~o-p 1y ~-,1t h Oriental cmboll i Ph­

men•ii and al . o on e.c1.mi x1.-ure of Jewi sh t heoloay . 

~hi s f se teachi1 ~ i in t he bac .ground of ~ev r , 

of the I. ew Te t m • t books. It 7•·s a combinati on 

of' Ori ,m:tal Du::il i SJ'!, t·lhic.t 11el d t h ·t m• t t ei" was 

e~n~nti ally evil ond spi ri t essenti ally good, Gr eek 

I nt el leo·r.u .. 11sm, 1Nhi o 1 tru.st ed .:t-..no·: J.edge for salvati on, 

and Gr e c DocP.t i s1. , ~·rhich fi rst br otlSht ::fo~h ·th~ 

t c- ohi ng t hat Ohrist 1 o human b i nu and t he d:l.vine 

Christ v;ere es enti al l y separ .te e.Ki t onoes. 

Tradit i on t ell s u t hat one Cen.r..t hus, a Je:;, 

who had enter ed ChriQti~ 1 oir cles and t au6ht e:r·trer:ie 

-----------10. Hayes, OP. Cit., P• 175. 
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Gnosticism, was John' s chi ef enemy. ThP. doctrines 

b r ou.811t out hy J otm •11ould e eem to point to ·th e fact 

t h a t he t"las wri t i nu t h i s encyc1ioa l rd. t h t he PlW .Y 

Thu s ,·,e hav e ac cumul a t ecl .. ~ bit of 111f'ormation 

on t h e author , "l:h e ador es. ee, t he e;enuineness, t l'le 

da·te , and the purpo e o:c t h e t hree epistles. , i th 

t hi s ba?kground we m~y proc eed t o a more s earchi ng 

di s cus~i on of t h .. h r i s •iii a n Lif e aocor dinr~ ·to t ne 
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It was thP. n1.ght Christ -;1a 0 bet ray d . Around 

lJi m a t t h e t Ab l e in t he upper room sat e l even dis cipl es . 

On e h e.d forsaken Him :for t h e fleeting gain of t he 

rnome11t. J omt ha d tol d t h em t ' at one of th -· \'iOuld 

b e·tray Him. Shock and amazemerLt clou d 13d t h e f'e.ces 

of the ev en . Sh e.me l ed t h P. tr,oJ.ft h , J u das , to s e ek 

out company mor ~ s uited t o his mood e t t h e momc..~t , to 

h (:raain v,i t b t ho Hi ~h Priest and his coh orts f or the 

b etraya l . ?Text to cl"esus , v1i t h his h ead close t o t h e 

i.'i'a t or 1 s , wa s John , t he di s cipl e \1hom Jesus l ov ~- · •1 

c Wt' .. clos R to ·th e T~as t e r . ~ore t han mcr.e fri c11d-

ship h el d him .,.;o Christ. Ther e v1e.s a deep mu tual 

l ov n 1d ru:'f e ct i on b ct ,·,men J oh11. and Jesus. John ·.--:a s 

v i t h Hi m c onst antly . Whenev er any of t h e di c i p l es 

vsere wi t h J e sus , John v1as sure to b e amol'lg t h em. 

Some s ixty y e a r s li: ·te:i:.·, el derly man set ·t l "i s 

h i ms elf' to a small i"lri.•t j~ng d esk i n a h ouse in the 

city of' T!.ph eSlls . He pi c cs u p hie s t l us , unrolls 

a section o:t· ll achmen"' , e.nd b e •"i ns a l et ter to 

c;roup of his fr.l ends . Lov e---Lov e---Love---h c can1 t 

got ·th e wo:t·d ou .. , o:r his mind. t gr ea t iove the 

... a s t er h a a. shov;n t owa r d himl li~nnt kno,;ring love h .. d 

bo .n t ho dominat i ng f or c e of hi s o·m long lif e l Th e s e 

f r i ends of hi s , they were i n dru,g or of b ei ng d i~ . • ·in away 

from t h e f irs t l ov e . 2 He h e.d t o nri t o t o t h orn. lie 

-----------1. John 13, 23 f f . 

2. of . Rev el at i on 2 ,4. 
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l d t o -tell them o::' ·th o lovo o:z': t hP. JaGt er 1,·11 --~h ,·r 0;11 

h e had ,~:a lked ~ t allcr.d , v,hom h e h ad s eriod s o faith­

ful l y, i.·,h o had fii~s t tn.ueht him "iihP. re l nioMi nG of' 

lovf: t hose many y cr!-.r,.._ 360 . He ho.cl to conv:t o e t hem 

t h a-'i; h i s - a s"ter also lovea them, ·i;hat as a r sul t 

·they should a l s o f'ollo IIim and serve Hi 11 an lov e 

Him ru1d their n c · ·hbor . Johll \::J:i t os. r.'he Sp;l.ri t 

o Go g iv s hi111 ut·t e r anc e . An inspixed apostle 

2:eco s Uod ' s s cheme o:::" Chr:Ls •t i an 11:f • for t he Oln.'i tians 

~hom h e had s erved as hisho1> :for many year s . Thus 

t h I,; pi c:-t1 es of John woj;"e -.·,ri t·t .n. 3 In t he churc h 

a round .,.pllesu , to nhom t h u f'irst e1,istle was directed , 

t l ere ha d aris,.n f a l s e to· chers anu l ead ·r"' ,·,ho 

clw.1,1ec~ to hav e a message more a-'.;•t:r.·ac-"Give , a tru.th 

:nor a t:lUtilent;ic t han -.:; ·,t wh:ich had b een procl~.ii ed 

s i nc e Paul f irs t ,reQchod in the ~treats of t h_t 
C. fA'..L. , h eat h.en city. i ov, the lder, o 'rpfC'\-" ~E. pa.s, iine 

po---tol:.i.c over seer o t he chu r cl cs , the s."1 ._ l erd o:f 

the couls plc-lcecl undo::· h i s c ~ro by G•od liimseli" , mus ·t 

\·;a ·n his sheep a.bout ·t;· ese d.an5ors and mus t build 

t &cm u p m t hat ·lih •~Y ~!ill b e ablo bo-"Gh "'lio i s c ern 

t h e i"alse am1 choose th ... -«;ru.c l 

John ha d spcn-i; much -'Gime with his p eop l e . he 

hacl recorcl od for all the Gos pel. of Jesus Chris •t . l:Tov1 

·h e \·.;as wr:i tins ~·,h~•:t may be cons i der ec'l a companion 

-----------3. This a ccount cla i m no hiQto:<"ic f act. Row VP.r , it 

is not contrn:ry to Jtnov,n f a cts .bou-t t h . hi~tory of 

the a1>ostle John. 



,. 

i ne:pi "ti ·,n of' (io d "'lil llt the hri: .. Ii, Jesus of ,i '"':troth, 
I 

wc1s t ru,~ G·od , the eternal ).6t0 s .v,ho o;:ir;t ed b '}fore 

t ho -:,·1orld bego..11. MO\'I :!.n hi:; enc;\rclical he r,a pointing 

out :ror ·i:;hem the 1":-:.ct that Jesus \'las at the s ··.e "'Iii :1e 

·l;ru.e man, t hat ·i:;. Gno tics ··1er e .rrong ·:.1h n t h c.:7 said 

lie 1.·1as only ::-. pit:r.1tom which "seer.iled r: to exist. 

r r om especi ally t hi"' f irs t mas·teri'1.ll. ep:i. '2tle, 

on" ol s o :from the t::o shorter wor ks , t he sheep , under 

J ohn' s o.:tre , recei ved perti nent i nstn1ct ion. They 

wor e s t eeled a •ai nst tho s vage of f alsehood and 

error ; they were encouruged i n ·thei r oonV1.ctions ; but 

above all t h E:,y wer e ..,•tr,m~ hen d i n Chri s tian l ov e . 

~h· .t v1as t h high r.:l)ot of J ohn's thinki ng. !!is 

GospoJ. r ep .• :tcdly u e c the t erm "love•~, 3- t J. r- l. 

·th:i::-ou ghout, ·the l ove o~ God f or the world os 

e~ ... OTil!)li:fie<l in ·the lov e of Chri s t i s the const· .. t 

' 

t he.mo. Thi s i ... t:hown conolu• .. ivel· by such b eautifu l 

o pel :pa~ --~e'=" • ,.. "God s o loved the •.voJ."ld tha t Ile 

Be.Ve : i s o!1l y bogot·'a;en ~O!l •••••• n; "A n e -: comnonc.-
• 

mcnt e;ive I unto you, thr t y e love o e e.nother ; a s 

I hs.v a l oved you , tha t y e also love on e another. :By 

·t;hi a sh .11 all mell n.ow t hct y e are my di s cipl Ps , if 

ye ha v love one ·to miot h er" ; or "Gr eat er love h t h 

no i • ·than this, ·th~t !':\ mnn l a do ·m hi ~ lif' e for 



It i s c :tl.lod by . on' t . c " p i .. t l e of Lov ,,. " The 

t·1ord lov"' "" 1d 1 t s dorivr.tives oc cu.:r£: 0 0 1·1) often in 

t h i s f :t rst epir.·~lc t han in iJIJY' othcz· book of' t he 

Ji'o ·, Te~•iimmant . .. i x times John calls hi readers 

i ~ J. lr ~ 'i= o L , ~·,ell- b e loved. r.,wel Ye iiiroe s the 
:J I 

n oun ,{ t tA Jr l-1 V i ... ~ used. T ... e verb app o s ~ -cnt -

. f.lv en t i n,s . In ull t . e::e arc • ome i'ifii;y- one inst mces 

in ·this bool.: of fiv e short ci apt ers t>:he:;.~e the -word 
I 

~ r6lrrt\ or its equi va l en-"i; 1 u s ed. I s i t az13; 

wond~r _.,ha t i·,e ay c all it t he epistle of love? 

' uauciiinc :::aid, 1 Locu·tus ec;t mul ta , et r,rope or.mia 

de c ,.,,_i t a te ', - ' Ho ·1a s sc..i many t .hine;s, E".11 almost 

~11 about love. 1 Luther sai , 1 The ma in subsli'll!Ce 

oi' •his c p it; t l e r ela·tod to love . 1 115 

Thus :f'rom. this 11:Ji.:pi s tle or Love" ..-,a wil l s ~t up 

•i.h e sy. t em of Ch ·i "ti a n lifo vith i ts divin mo•iiive , 

·th o love of God , i t eo hum 

manifes t ations in true p1·ac"tioo or Ohrinti · l ove . 

-----------4. John 3,16; John 13, 34- 35; John 15,13. 

5. Heyes , 177. 



THE DI VI?'W. ~"OTIVE, TH IOVF. OF GOD 

Ill h.i.s ortainn?- state of perf'oction, man led 

n per:ecct mid j.nlass l:!.f r-:1 . "In the i mage of Ciod, " 

1nan \·ms ore t ed pcrf ect and holy . God and man i.iere 

on fr:i e.l'ldly t ermz:. It \"l!o::! S the pl eas1.1.:t•e and pr1Vi­

l er5 of man a l \·re .. s 1io do God ' s r,111, f'or bei1 g sin­

l e s t hnre r,~s no"'Ghing i n man t·rl t h Vlhich God could 

i'ind f ault. 

Bu.t some·iilling hap!) ened to spoil -'i;hi s :rri e-.i-.. clly 

rel : t t onshi p " Sa·ta11 , in t he fom o:f t he s erpent, 

b r.csuilod -~dmn and Eve il'rto sinning. They began t o 

clon.bt t he command of God not to eat t he f'rui t of' 

t he .forbidden t:re .. • ·;;1th t h is bre tins of t h~ c ~ ­

m:.\..11d of God, sin cm.,e i nto the rrorld. · :ran t hen 

l o::;t t he ":tmase of' God" i n \"lhich he ha d been crei t ed. 

Th reafter man was helpl ess. lie was driven from t he 

Gar den of' Ede..l'J. e.nd \"las cond _f'lec1 to eternal cleat • 

He couldn't help himself', couldn't r estore himself 

agai n to t h.e.t former state of perfection and holi­

ness . But the jus·t and ri5ht eous God 111ho e. pe1l ed 

man f:ro Paradi se, v1as a l so l ovi11g and merci:f.1.ll. . He 

a t once p romised man 

"I will put enmity b otweon t hee end the \·1oman, b c­

t f1een thy seed and he:r seed; it ghall bi~s e t h 

head l:.Uld thou shalt bru.ise His heel. n6 

-----------6. Genesis ,,15. · 



Thus God' s p l 1 o:. ... vaticJ.n, tl1e ... cndine; of His 

only b ego·iiten Son into the \"!orl d to become m~n• s 

•·n.tb sti tu"i;e , ·;as :i~irst 1>romisc d . to manlcind. 

In his epi stles John spea!cs sovox·a l •i;ir,1es of 

the in ·;hich oouc: - d man• s need of salvation .· e 

will pie. ott"li iihese r"?fcr enoes and s ea h o · John 

points out 1) The Ul'l:J.,, . ali•ty o'Z s i n ; 2) The dam­

nabili·'a;y of s i n ; and 3) The inevite.bili•i;y of sin. 

The doot i"ine of' ·the mu ,,er Eeli ty of i n is 

pr e · ,ntcd v ery c1earJ.y i 11 ..,criptur c . "All men .ave 

,.:.i nn~;- tlllci c or e short o:r t h o glory of God. 117 1Ul 

ev .ry ono to his oun way; and t ile Lor d h~t h l ~.icl. on 

.hi m t he iniqtti t of u s al;I.. nB "But t·;e . r e all s 

an uncle in -"Ghing; and all 01.1.r rie;ht eouenes .. es ,,ir e 

u s ril t hy r e.gs ••• 119 In John's :first e i s tle \·1e h ~:vo 

p oriiiouJ.a :rly th.i·P.e pao::-ag • s s p eraking mo:i:e or l ess 

dir ct l of' the un:!. v ~_ -=-ali ty of sin. 

Tho first of' t hes pas.c:aaes occurs tow"'.X the 

end of the fi '.'i..·s t chapter . John had. been peP. in-

-"G o the Oh.ti tian h e nas addres oi z..c; , of Chri:r t as 

t h o light nitloh h~s no darkne t= s i n im a t 11. He 

had told hi"" readers th t -".; e p er ,:,011 who say_ he h !!>s 

7. Romans 3,23. 

a. Isaiah 53,6. 

9. Isaiah 64,6. 

• 
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f' ellowship ,,-11th Ohrl ~t, ·th e T...i(fht , and yet \"ta l ks in 

darkness , lies and does 110·1. d o t he truth. He cl s r es 

h i ms .lf aMOllG t h 1. Ite use"' ·th ti .fii~"-'t p ?,:"Son 1i 1::·ough­

out his dis cuss i on. Then c omes the pa s ,:;aee \"th i ch has 

J.on(5 been cor!si c: P.r cc. a Clacr r ef er mce to the 1.m.i v .r ­

saJ.i ty of' s i n . "I:f :1e s y that ·-:,,,_ c1o not hav e P i 11, we 

dt'.!c ei v c 01.trselv·!s and t i , t i"Lrth i s n ot i l'l u · • lf "·;e 

conXesr our s i n , He i s r a i t hf'u.1 an~ ju·t to fornive 

u .... t he s i ns and c l eanse us f r om a l l w1r5.ght ou s. ecs. 

If vre say t hat we bav e not s i.nneci, we ma.J-e !"im "' li~1r 

an Hi s woi~d i s not in u • rrlO 

Before t-i1e e11t c r upon a a etail ed i nv oct ic;a t j.011 

of Jolm' s '"'iiat emen-ii, w 11ot ice t hat fJ:-orn t h.c C".ntire 

co11nection, Jolin i s ointi ne out t h e.t ·th,. Li gh•ii , 

C'h,,.:i."'t , \i'1he11 c om aret with u s , i i medi at aly shot>.'S U> 

our s i 1d'ulne::::· . AllY a r gumen t r1 .i ch ·i,he rea der nti ~'1.t 

bri~ up for his own mer i t !"I -rapi dly f ades ·to no•ii:'line;-
• 

11esP when v i e \'ted i n t h e Lir;h t of' Christ' per.foct ion. 

Si m."'u.lnoas becomw:: an es·tabli. lled f'aot. \.s :: cCluren 

say. , "If" He i s lics1r·c, t ·::o "th i nBs ivill :P.ol loi:1 i n "i;h os e 

~•iho are i n union ~:i t h Iiim; they will wal.t i n lioht 

· an~ t h ey i'ti l l i n His light SAO t hei r own evil. 1111 

B1.1t ,J ohn put s <101 ,n a c onclusive st t emcnt. lie 

10. I John 1,8 -10 - Literal Transl ation. 

11. r.tcOl aren, Alexand er, EA-7,>ositions of Holy Scri;>ture , 

Eph esi c'.ns , Pet er, John I-IV', p . 249. 
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says, "I:f 1.111e say t•1e have no s in, we dec eive ourselve s •• 11 

~e are fooling our~elves i f we consider ourselves to 

be wl tllout s111. John probably h a d thP. Cno •tico in 

mind a ·t t h e time of \"ai"tL • They denisad r e _ 011::ibili ty 

fo:r sj.11. "The Gno tic claimed that sin v:!as e.n esc,en­

t i .al quality of matter: John knew it waP viol at i on 

of God's holines . They cla i med t hat t he spirit, the 

eseru.1t i 1 ego, wai= inhere11t:l.y good , and theref'o1.·e thay 

coul u 2 y , 'I hav no s in, it i s only my ~at P.rial 

bocy which sins. 11112 At any r at e , John answer s such 

a t t,t • : ent as ti •y t by t olli n§ t hem they a r e merely 

cl c _i ving "'Ghemsel v e i f' they rea lly b P.li ev e t hey h ave 

110 s i11. 

Bl.it John i ad r essi ng Christian p eop l e ~i 10 had 

l o~xncd hm-- to pr ay-- "forgive u -=-- our 'trespa ~: et:: . 11 

Cilea:-::-ly John a l so c,p~ak~ to t hes e eopl e and i r!clucl.e s 

h i.i'1ls clf ,·,her1 h e s ays it i s sel f - deception if "ne say 

r;c haV-:l no s in. 11 .As .. full er s ays , they are "clP::ar ly 

th~ ~ins they c ommit in t h eir pr eeent s t at e a s 

ChriE='tians. 1113 

Johl1 continues wit h the sta t ement "th tn1th 
C ~\/(\ 

i s not in u • II The t:cuth, '1 at'\"' tr} £ l" ' r f ers 

to the mes~age oX the Gos. el. a~ r ec eived by the 

-----------12. ~.na, H. ~~., Op. Cit., p. 25. 

13. ~ul.lcr, Juliuc-, C!h:risti2n :r.oct:r.ine of Sin, Vol. 2. 

I>• 258. 



-9-

b el i ev ing heart . J eS\.1s Hi ms e lf sud, "I am ••••• t he 

truth. 111 4 I n v · rse s i x J ohn had se;i d , 11";" · 1=1 do n ot 

h av e t he t ru.t h . 11 In v 1.~se eicht h~r John seys, 

111;hs tr\.lth i s no1~ in u a ." In v e:r.s':l ·i.en John brtnfis 

t hn m •i.ter out more clearly ·1b0n he says, "B:I."' t·10 1"d 

i s not in 1.w. " ','h ·c J ohn rneRr1e i that the per .. on 

-:h o t h i nks he, a a Christi ·J., h a A 110 r.in i n hi1'l'I, 

in r i.:ali ty he.ea no·t benefi tou a", a ll f'rorn his i.7l.c1y 

of' t he ·tr1.1.1.ih and hn s b en 1n er r or a ll t h:-: wh1J.a . 

i!arnos s t t~-'i; e '-' , 11!1!he ob ject of' t he Apostle i s t o show 

t t it is i mplied i n t he very na·turo of t h e Gor pcl 

t h ,t v,;,-. a.r e ainn . r- and 1;ha t i f.' on M , t>ret e.n:"'e na 

deni iJd 1;hat f act , H ut-terly d.eoeivocl. ou:r.~elv s . ul5 

The_ o i: a r:i. i ng pi t ch o:f' deci s i v on ~. ~ here as t here 

i s a :..."'o i n the t hr oA st rtei;.ont s "·nc l i ~," i n v erc,e 

s: · ; "rre dec eive ourselv e,:, , 11 i n v ers e ei5ht ; and 

11,,., maJre Him a l i ar, " i n ver C!e t en . These t i•;o "'et s 

of' t h·rec s -"i;a temonts J•r e c onclusive t o a l l e:-- ~s t· .-1.t 

""i n e :idstR in t he hear t of a l l men, even t hos :.vi o 

hav e aoce1)t ed Chr j_s t into their h -.e.rts by :f'P.i t 11. 

John con ... i;i n 1e d his discourse wi tl1 t h e statement, 
I 

"If we ooni'est;: our s :'.l.n. , He i s f'Etithft.11 ( 1r,cs--(:o.s ) 
I 

and jus t ( r l ~ /\. l 0 .5 ) to f or~i ve u s our sins and 

to cleanse u s :from a ll w1right ousnesr ." Re~l:i.zi.ng 

t h ..;.t b. · i s a s i ruier, a m mu"'t b e man enot16h to 

-----------14. John 141 6. 

15. Barnes , J.1bert, I~otes on t h . ev, TA!;t ament, Vol. 10, 

p. 285. 
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c onfeec it before God. OnJ.;r on t he bAsis of thir- con­

f cs s ion 0:1:· s i n c::1n ·the jtt, "'.,; t-:nd righteous ,.. fr-- i th:fu1 

C'od for j_ve t h o sit s . By l'rra--½d ~ Joh r i'e '"e to t h e· 

f .. ct t hat Goel. w:11 !ecp Hi ::; promi s e , " •or 1 .. -:,"A ·""or-

•ivo men t ei r tr spa ~os , your h eavenly ~e.t her :.ill 

a. o i'or a ive you, 1116 and "I, P.ven I , am He thR1; blot teth 

ou·t thy "ii:?" .. !l'ls~r eeol"'ion~ f'o:r min oi·m. s ~e an v.'ill not 

~t.'!'m~o > r t1:'..Y s i ne. . ul 7 By r [ ~~l a.5, J ohn 1• fer- to 

t h o jus •tice of God i n deol ring Pinner s ti ·· t eous e.nd 

1ih debt of s in p ai d , 011 the • trr,ngth o:r Chri f"t 1 s sub­

eti tutionary r-iuf'.fe1·i r.g and d eat l\ . Thua J ohn urges 

h i rcaner :s to ooni' e .· t hei r c i ns bef or'"" (Tod s.nd 

r cc e:v~ ~org iveJ est t lroUBh t hei~ f aith i n Christ . 

But in the l ast pa._-rt of John' s a .... t ement on 

t ho u11iv P-rsa11·1;y we note a s1igh"tl,y different t:.pproach. 

He·e 

.uses 

ocse 

s in. 

J oh..'l S3YS, 11! r1e say 7163 hav e not sinned. r: Ile 
C / 

t he v erb ~ ,M,cl l>-E:- lo\ I( ~,,C,C. £" w areas in Ji:;110 :::·ozmer 
C +J :,/_ 

he used t h e ·tsr:n il\)A" p I .J.. v £ )te I c/ to h ave 

David Smi th points out t h ~t t his shov s t h t 

Jo u1 - ·a s speak:i 11e; in v er e eight of ori gi n 1 i n , t l~e 

inherent cor:r.u.ption ~vhich man has by nature an no\"! 

in v erse t en h e i s spealci 11g of the a ctual e i ns vm.ich 

occur in the li v r.s of en , particularly t h e f alls 

-----------16. ·atthew 6,14. 

17. Isaiah 43,25. 
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of the heliev er.18 And now in v e .se t en John v eey 

s trongly closes !li e :u-gv.mont 1.·d:t;h th':? s ·i.~t ement, 

• 1• 1/o make Him a liar arid His ,,vord is not in u ... . " 

As Lensld s hows u , denying sin v1ould b e t antemmmt 

to saying t·1at God I s d ecrea to senc1 lhri s t into t he 

,·1orlc'.l to shed his blood :eor men was usel es t and 

rould b e ca l ling C"ocl a li r . 19 Furth e:rmore, 1 t ·:;ould 

b e d enying e. cl nr s t a t e~ent of' ' criptur e i ns1>ireci 

by God Hims el f . And i"ur.th ermor . , Go·a.1 s wor , ·i.h e 

, es ~age of both s i n w1d t3rac e v:ou.lci. not be in us, 

"'n ~ ,,1e t\'oul <l b e L"'l er r or oompJ.et 1-3l y , as enyon _ rdth -

01.1.t God's wor d woul u be i n er r or r eger di ns i n ru.d 

The saoo1'l p As sage v1hioh we con icier i n this 

matter of univer sality i s in t he sec oncl chapt er, 

t h e sec ond v erse , "and He i "" the pro:9itiat i on f'or 

our sins and not f or ours o·· ly but a lso f'or t b -: 

,:,hol e ,::orl d ." Obvious ly t his is not a sedes doo­

·trina e :tor t he doo·trine of the uni v ersc.li t ., of sin 

but from this pas age ,., see "'Gllat John r ee;ards t h e 

entire world as b enefiting f rom Christ's tone e_~t, 

not only t he b eliev ers , but a lso "'lil'le whol e irmrlcl . 

As Muller s ay , ."The o.eolarations, mo:r. over, ri.ich 

d.P.scrib e the d as i cr!. and p o•;'JOr of ' ed em ii:J. un to be 

-----------18 . Smith , David , _E."Cl>ositor1 s Grc~k Test m.4ent, Vol. 5, 

!>• 172. 

19. Lens. i, n. c. lI., In·i;e:rnr et a tion of Pet er , Jolm , 

Jude , Vol. 10, p . 404. -

• 
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for the salva tion of the \'IO'RLD (I John 2,2) i ply 

the same u..11.i Vt:)rsali ty of s i n , f'o): 1~an n .e · c. a SaVior 

a d an ·tonl~.,, n t only i r.. r o f a r a s h e :J.s a f'f lictc:cl 

~d th sin and l rnde.."l i-.,1 t h Bl.211 t. 1120 Just as Oh1":i.st • s 

. o~lvation was f or thc:l , h l e ,•;orl d , s o ·che whole 

t·.'o 1 nas in sin and l'lec .ed -this sal ,ration . s 

D"llm s ay s , "!l'h e s ol vat i on r,~eachcd by "'lihe Gnos"'Gics 

nas a c s t e , or ola s ~, salvation, t he salva tion o~ 

o. f avored few. Th e ti"Ue salvation i s cosmopoli"tan 

anc1 un:t v -rsal. "21 Thus :from t he u..'li ,,ersali ty of -'.;he 

v,orlcl ' s JvErt:ton rre deduce t h ~ uni.ver sality of t h e 

n orld1 need o:r. s a lvation, sin. 

The third pas ~ase allucl.e d to b efore occurs at 

tho v ?ry end of t h e eni s t l c i n t he f ifth ch!:lpt er, 

t he nin"'G centh v 1:1:r • 11 And ':7e know t ha t 7e are of 

God an t he whol e v,orld liet h in wic :ec1ness . " The 

con·te~rt of this pas~age sho'.7.., u s t het hero John 

t1i "ltti118Ui shes bet\• ")en t h e b eliever , ~ho are in God's 

h nds, r.nd "'Ghe unbeliev e .. r• , who a r e i n t he hancl.s of 

t he ,·10:cld and l ie i n wick ec.ln.ess . Tlus 1,as.::2.P-'.e can 

ba used to suppo:r·t tlle two cliscusf'ed pr cViot s l y . 

Both b0lieve--:·s and uni.> ,::-lic:ve:rs a r e sinful, the 

foi"'7Iler, howev er, b eing controlled by t he love of 

-----------~ 20. ~u1ler, Jt'!.lius , Op. Cit., Vol. 2, P• 257. 

21. Dana, H. E., Op. Cit., P • 28. 



God, t he l a t·t.er by tho rdc..redneE'°" oi' the \7orld. The 

matter of' ·the dif'fercnc s h ere vrill b e discu.af:~6. in 

conmaction with t he inev i t ability of s :ins . :Bu.,~ suf'­

:f'ice it to say ·t ~"t hero too ,John a lludes to tl P. 

f llct of 1.miver•· l:i.-ty ,,·,hen he uses th-e tenn ~,, 
0 ('0.S • 

•C 
0 

I 
l\"OCS')c.0S 

Tltus John pr s ent s to his r eade:::-s ·i;he uni v er­

s e l i ty of s i!1.. 

Bu.t Jo}',..n l:tkev;ise pr e""ents his reaclex-s a glimpse 

of' t he dmr.nabj.lj,t y oi:' s in. ! l'l t hxee p e.s.-egos partiou-

1 1:,rly John point s out the f'ao·t that menkind h a c- b een 

r esul 1'; su:ff'cl." t he p i,.ni ~h­

mon.,li 111hi ch God inf'lic•ted on all those iho :tr .. U"'~r ess 

Through.out t he Ol d end Hew Test i ment t h e })cnulty 

oi' s i11 i E describ d as being death. " ••• For dust 

t h ou a1--t, and. tm-'c;o clus t shal t t hou r eturn. 1122 11 s0 

SP.u.J. d i ed for his transgr es sion r1hich he c ommitted 

aaains t ·the Lord .••• 1123 "The s oul t hat sinnetl1, it 

shall di e . 1124 "")here· ore a s by onP man s i n on'tered 

in-to the world , e.nd deat h by sin; and s o deat h pes 0 ed 

upon all men, for. t hat all hav e sil".11ed . 1125 "For the 

wages of s in i s deat h , hut the i:;ift of God i s e·termll. 

-----------22. Genesis 3,19. 

2,. I Chronic1es 10,13. 

24. Ezekiel 18,4. 

25. P.omai~s 5,12. 



lif ,.. t hro115h Je '10 Chrts -'.; our Lortl .• 1126 But h ere 1n 

John' s epi ~t l es ·::c hav e onJ.y a i"ew :referenc or:i t o t he 

cJ.amnab i l :t t y and se:;:-i misnes '° o:f si11. 

The f i rst of t he0 e i s , "F:veriJone ·wh o does t he 

s i n als o c1oes t he l ao;rl e P11e. s , and t he s i n i s t he 

l a vrleJ::snes . • 1127 

Rcre John point s out t hat s i n and l 2..·1l es r-nesc- , 

or br • aE.i !"..g of t he l aw, are one a.11d t h e smne t h i ng. 
A C "" 

e says, " lr~S o 1rolw \/ ( delibar a~el does , or 

i in t he lla b i .. G of doing .)" Th i s s t r ength.ens J o.hn 1 s 

" Fr ent oui•te ii bit s i nce t _e \·mr<l. 1r.\.S has a 

promi nen·t posi•t i on. a.t "'i;h e b et;i l'.nine of ·i;he scn"'Gence . 

1'N :cyon 1ho s i n i s guil-'c;y o:l b:reaki ng -'.;h e l aw. 

Th r. t e:rm ~µ.cl pt;-(~ i s used as 
~ I . 

a synonym :for Ji v 011-t.J.. 

w1d t hus cTohn sl'lo ya v,ha ·t s in r eal l y i s . Si n i n "the 

l ast anaJ.y s i s i s r eb el l i on ageinet God 1 s l aa. J ohn 

g oe.-3 on i n t h e sec o11.d pa:.rt t o connect t h ese t wo t cDJ1s 
~ \ 

mc:t"el y by using t he copul a - E: o•"~ l \/ , t hu s i dent i-

fyi ng ·tr-.e t •10 t ems as O.ile i 11 eaniJlB. As David 
~c.. I .:a\ C..~ I 

Smith p oi nt s out , 11 \\ "'-~ /ti p'i- l. 4.. , c--t I v ~ ~ vo;c,t.~ 

Th e arti cle i n both t ho subject nnd t he p r edi oa:lic 

ma.'lce ' s i n ' and 'la\·1l es •~nes s 1 oonv ert i bl~· end oo-

.x-i:ensive t erms. 11 28 

------------26. Romans 6 1 2 3 . 

27. I John 3, 4 . - Li t e:i.:·al Tra.l'lsl f' tion. 

28 . Smith , David, Expos itor ' s Gr eek Tes t ament , Vol. 5, 

p. 185. 



-15-

sin. 

So John, i n our t e;!:t , ;;i ves u r. a· d fini tion of'• 

11Hi s intcn•iii on, c e1...,Ga in2y (in r epcetin6 t ne 

l ast phr a . e ) i s to cleif.ino. ·th e c onc cpt:ton of Cl'in t hus: 

1 anc1 hei"e i i1 c ons:l.s t i:i t h e natur e of sin, s i r . i s a 

r epn.di ti:t:lon or v i olat:lon of t he l a\·1. n29 .,.el enoh"'con, 

Gerhor d , DE!j.ez- , aml o·thers o.s. the ol d ci.o r-·metic:ia.ns , 

we . e i 11 t he h a bi"'G of u t:· i115 ·this pas, .ag e i;o defi ne 

e i.11. ?l"al 11ch-".;on c .:f'i> cd it as " defectu~ v el i nol;.D.E'.tio 

v , l o.ctio pugnE'.llS cum l o c J)c i ( ::.:izvol t or i ncl L.&:iiion 

or actio11 fightj.11r; ,:;ith t he l.ar: of God . ) 113° So J ohn 

i s 1,o:inti11g out t ~t s i n is r evolt against t he right­

eot1."" l a w of Go el . "It 1 ~ the e.s crtion of "i;ha selfis h 

t•si l l aBai no:.t a p.,.ramoun·t authoz:i. t y . He wh o ins , 

b,:-c.: ~: , no-'G only by ~c ci dcnt, or i.n an i s ola ·ted ciot n~l, 

:}1'lt es::cn·l;ia J.ly , ·i;he l a w wh.:.a.l-i h e wa"" e re· .t ed to 

:ful iJ.l . n'3l 

Thus s:i.n i s in dircc-'c,; cont :t··1diction to a l l t hat 

j_13 rie;h'teou s ru'l.d holy .. . d , i n i"aot, i s e. ~irec·t r e-.. 
b ol l iO!'l ae!a~.n .. t -t.he r i e;ht eoue ::- oa . P.s L ens .. i o 

a ptl, poi nt s out, " ••• ·;; e l east I unri :7.ht P.ou sness ' 

~ould compel t h e 1 r i c;ht eous ' God to pronounce on 

u s o the v ery n!':11 :i.re 

--------------29. ~~1ller, Juliu ~ , Op. Cit., Vol. 1, P• 43. 

30. ~u oted b y ·u11er , Julius , Op. Cit., Vol. 1, p . 44. 

31. ~escott, Qu.at~d i n Pulpit Comr.1ent ~ry - Vol. Peter, 

John, Jude , p. 79. 

52. Lensl i, R. c. H., Op. c~t., Vol. ~o, p . 402. 
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of sin, tha i; it i r-: · 1 ellion r. aintr'i; t he riff tnouc 

YO , >rccluc1.r.:s t l '> •• a.ct t 1. ·i:; t he _ · cht eouC'• Coo ~T.i.J.l, 

b ~oa:v.re of' Hi o rinJ.y ~ia tu.,-:- ~, be c . ,po11 ,,d to ,-.mioh 

·:;hr:: tr .n' cr es~o:r. ~ hus t h 9 seriotJ.snos r- an c1ar .:r.a­
bili·ty o:l s in i o broueht home :to u a by t he v ery 

dci'ini tion or sin s t he t rensgro ion o· .. th . 1 '!-."I 

The second p c ~ a§e i s ,;He nho <io~s th~ s :tn i 

o:: t h cl.evil, :for t h e d.ev i l s i 1~ :fro111 t he b e(:i nn i nl"' . 1133 

Her i Jot n p oint s ou:li tha·i.i anyou.o -:1ho s i !lS ( Md 

ll.-: h a 6 juo·t po:'.i.J1·tecl out that sin i s a r ~bel'li on 

~• ·• i"o:::t God ) :.:.s i n r ~c..1 i t of Jlih e devil, for t he 

' cv-ll ; s t 1e ~at hri o . s i n , :-.ho has sinn ~d fro ·· h e 

v ry ::a:i.J1.ni.D3 of sin. ~-Jhe.n t he :rat er of' s i n :. e -

• e llcc 1~a i n: .. : t oC. ~U'ld deE"irec. to b e eque.1 \•r.i: t : God, 

h e •;m aw o .... t :.i.n"iio O'l'lt e r dnr!cnees 21,d :lo.r~v or co11uc. med 

-~o ..1t 13rn .1 dar ·wtion. ~o ·the p erson t .:.t s i er: i s i n 

r e· lity of the r 1m o~ j;e.n, ~c'i. eha r ~s al o i n 

·t _ 1')unishmP.rrli v:l :le was inf'licJli ~ u,>on s2.·t€'.n. C.i.irist 

hime-l f' d ec l are t hi s r1 .. • n he c:p .. ys iio "those Jews 

,,vhi nh b eliev ed on hir 11 
• ••• ••• "ye a.re o::. your :..a t .. er 

the ~Vil, and the l ust s 01" your a t her r,i.11 y e do . n34 

Jla i-a ~s poi nt o out in ·th i col' .. nec•tion, " ••• ,.-,hat t he 

------------33. I John 3,s. 
34, J oh.~ a ,31 and 44. 


