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FOREWORD

It was during ny vicarage, while preparing a
sermon on John 4, 16-21, that the cuestion came to
my mind, "What if a man were to have nothing of God's
Word to guide him along the road to salvation butb
Joln's epistles? Would he be able to find selwvation
there? Would he be able to live in this 1life in
accord with God's wishes?" I think he could. The
three great sections of Christian Dogmetics which
deal with men's lives here on the earth sre well
developed in John!s epistles. Van's damnation (sin-
" fulness), man'e Jjustification, and mant!sg santifica-
tion are treated in such a beavtiful way by John's
inspired hand that anyone can s=t up for himself a
system of Christian life on the bagis of these thrse
ehort letiers.

I come to love the epistles of John, psrticularly,
of onufﬁn, the firat of the three, They are the source
of strong and pertinent texts which many a2 minister
would do well to study personally and deliver to his
congregation. ¥When one begine to wondexr about the
character of the Chrigtianity of his flock, he must
Pirst cuesticn his own handling of the floeck, Joliti

rebukes and herangues againet gins and vices prevalent
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in the day cextainly are not charazcterisztic of John's
preachingl Soft-hearted and pussy=footing messages
of fearful pestors who are hesitant about stepping

on the toes of their hearers would also be far from
the characteristic straightforwardness of dohn., If
in the past, as some contend, the Missouri Synod

hag so jeslouely and scrupulously guarded the doctrine
of justification by faith alone that it has neglected
the preaching of a true Christian life; then some-
thing has been wrong even with our guarding of the
cornerstone of salvation, justification by faith,

Tfor they cextainly can't be separated,

But one thing iz cextain. The first epistle of
John has ‘too long been overlooked., It linkks up =o
conclueively the love of God foxr man and the love of
man fox God and his fellow man that the pestor could
haxdly go wring in his preaching if he would merely
take the statements of John the Apostle and present
them to his Tlock,

When I had completed the prepsration of the sor-
mon mantioned above, I read the entire epistle again,
7y search for a field of study for a B.D. thesis was
over, But more than that, I begsn =% long last to

see the time meaning and true importance of the

preaching of the Chyxistien life to one's hearsrs,
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As T undertake this woxrk, this far deeper and
far greater value, the benefit for my ministxy in
the Church of Chrxist, ie uppermost in my mind, I y
Inow that the study of John's words as well as his
methods and language and style will prove of lasgting
value., Iiay ‘the Holy Spirit lend His full power to

aild in thi= endeavor,
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Before beginning the thesis proper, in which
only exegetical and doctrinal matters will be set
Torth and suthenticated on the basis of the text of
the three inspired epistles and such other texts as
necessarily are drawn into the picture, it iz entirely
fitting, yes necessary, that certain historiecal
matters be investigated and the issgagical materisl
on the three epistles of John be studied and briefly
set Torth,

Thia is not an easy task. There are very few
actual dependable facts knovn concerning the circun=-
etances of the writing of these three epistles.

The firset problem is that of the author and the
addregsee. In the case of all threc epistles no
proper name heaeds the introduction, as is the case
in Paulls epistles and as usually was the custon in
those days. Werely the letter itself is given us,

In the case of ths first epistle not even an adiressce
iz mentioned, In the firet epistle, however, we have
proof of the authorship of John, due to the similisxrity
to the Gospel of John, and also to a certain extent

to some passages in John's Revelation, though the
nature of that book would make the presentation,
style, and lansusge slightly different than that of

the epistles or gospels.
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First, thelr style resembles the Gosgel& a
grest deal, There ig in both the charascteristic
repetition of the number three in the arrangement
of his material; there is the same "meagerness of
connecting particles"lg thexre is the sérange Tact
that "the same noun is repeated, instead of being
raplaced by the pronoun“2 as in the very first verse
of the CGogpel and in the second chapter, the cleventh
verse of the epistle; there is the same simplicity
of language; there is the same natural use of sharp
contraste, such as Christ and Antichrist, love of
God and love of the world, hope and fear, darknasc
and light, etec; and there is the sams preference
by the author for the use of abstrace terms such
ag "to have 1lifs=, To be in God, to abide in truth,"
ete,

Second, their doctrines are fundamentally the
same, The most striking example of this is the fact
that Jesus is called the only begotten Son in thecse
two books alone,)

Thirdly, the same personal cheracterietics of
the author are apparent in these fwo books. The
namne does not appesr in either; he is forthright and

1, Heyes, D. A., John and His Writings, p. 163.

2. Ibid.

%, Ibid, p. 166 = cf. John 1,18; 3,165 3,18; and
I John 4,9.
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courageous -in both books in calling a lie a lie and
condemning all who are victims of Satan'e wiles; he
is absolutely sure of the truth in both books, never
halting or hesitating or compromising, but ever fimrm
and sure and strong!

Pourthly, the thoughts of the epistles snd the
Gospel are at times zo parallel that only a bigoted
and blinded thenlogian woulé fall to see then, 4

Thers ie no doubt at all that the three epnistlss
wexe written by the same man, who in the second and
third epistles calls himgelf & TpéE G'(-,’J‘EEPOS. As
Dana says "That he (3 Tp&aﬁmﬂ‘t_pos ) was the suthor
of all three epistles we may conclude with perfect
ageurance, because any competent Greek scholar must
recognize that the firet epistle ie written by the
same hond as the two shorier ones,"?

; To go into the intricate arguments »ro snd con
of traditionzl) designation of this ‘rpeo—/Bu't-s.Pos as
John the Apostle and the Dvangeligt would be fax
from the realm of this paper, Suffice it to say that
ancient tradition does agree very well that John was
the author of the three epistles. "Polycarp and
Papias quote from it. The Muratorian Fragment bears

4. cf. B.D. Theseis = Marvin Xamprath, 1940 - Vol. 2.
"phe Internal Relationship Linpuistic and Theologiesl,
Between the Gospel of John and the Epistles of John."
5. Dana, H. E., The Fpistles ané Apocalypse of John,
P. 13.
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its testimony to the aunthorship of the Apostle John.
The Peshito and the Itola recognize it, Texrtullian,
Clement of Alexandria, Irenaeus, Origen, Cyprian,
and others among the church fathers use it and witness
to ite composition by John."®

The addrescez of the first epistle is another
matter of intricate study. ™ost authoritiecs agree
that JdJohn was writing a letter to friegds of his in
and neny ¥phesus. This iz well atltested to by the
faet that John must have known his addressee very
well, "He uses the ¥ exrm '1ittle children' six times,
'belovaed! six times, and 'you! thirty-six times. He
knows them as little children, young men, and Tathers, "1
It is zl=o pxobably most likely that this was an
encyclical letter to the churches of the vicinity
in which John livzad at the time, and was written Ioxr
the purpose of being rezd to tThe assembled congre-
gations., It might well be that he is addressing as
a whole the seven churches to which he in his
Apocalypse addresses separate 1etters.8 The second
and the third epistles are addressed to "the elect
lady and her children" and "to Gaius" anrnd offer us
no difficulty whatever due to the fact that they are

6. Hayes, OEn Gito, }o 172-1730

7. Tdwell, J. B., John and His Five Books, p. 89.

8. cf. Use of term "love" throughout with Revelaition

2,4.
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of a difforent nature entir:ly from the first epistle.
The time of the writing of the epistles also
cannol definitely be determined. The best chrono-
logical datza available seem to point to the fact that
John lived to a ripe o0ld age and almost rezoched into
the second century. A.,D. Dana sugrests that the
chronological order is the reverse of the way they
appear in our Inglich Bibles. After the writing of
the seccond and third epistles, and before the first
epistle wae written would fall the writing of the
Go¢pnl.9 fhus the firet epistle is somewhat conm-
plementary to the Gospel. All of his books were

probably written after the year 80 and Tana states

ck

that we might assume that they were written between
85 and 105 A.D.

One moxre thing mast oécupy our minds before
proceeding, Why were these epistles written? VWhat
occagion prompted them? If it were heresies, what
heresis prevailed in Iphesus?

The second and third epistles zgain presen
no nroblem but are merely brief personal notes
which offer no new doctrine or new ideas but are of
gonaral interest to the church in general and are
thus included in the canon of inepired writings.
Only in II John 10.11 and in IIT John 9,10 =are any

distinetive statemcnts made.

9. Dana, Op. Cit., p. 17.
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But irn the case of Mrat John we have a @ifferent
purpose, It seems that John was worried sbout his
Chrxlstian congregatlions, le wanted to give them
something to combat hereeies which had sprung up in
their midet., DThe epistle handles heresies not by
picking them out, naming them, and refuting them,
but by putting forth such an abundance of posgitive
light that all the heresies are illuminated and
clearly seen, "All the heresies of history are
anticipoated and answered here."10 However, we can
recognize from John's approasch that the problem
was with antinomian Gnostics. It was a syncretism
of Graeco-Roman philosophy with Orientsl embellish-
ments and also an adnixture of Jewlsh theolozy.
tThis false teachinz is in the background of several
off the lew Testsment books. It was a combination
of Oriental Tmaliem, which held that motter was
essentizlly evil and spixrit essentially good, CGresk
Intellecitunlism, which trueted knowledge for salvamién,
and Greek Docetism, which firet brought forxth the
tenching that Christ's human being and the divine
Christ were essentially separate existences,

Tradition tells us that one Cexinthus, a Jew,
who had entered Christisn circles and taught extreme

10, Hayes, Op. Cit., ». 175.
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Gnostlcism, was John's chief enemy. The doetrines
brought out by John would seem to voint to the fact
that he was wyiting thie encyclical with ths many
false teachinge of Cerintims in mind,

Thus we have accumlated 2 bit of information
on the author, the addiressee, the genuineness, the
date, and the purpose of the three epistles. vith
this background we may proceed to a more searching
discussion of the Christian Life sccording to tine

Three Iplstles of John.

eI AL TIDD ADS

lg?lf’f"f" _"-??':l‘ ?f.-::.__.,af—,'-',' a L.'n’-u..u\l
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It was the night Christ was betrayad. Around
Him at the Table in the upper room sat eleven disciples.
One hed forsaken Him for the Tleeting gain of the
moment., dJesus had told them that one of them would
betray Him, Shock and amazement clouded the faces
of the ¥leven. &8Shame led the twelfth, Judas, to sesk
ocut company more sult=d to his mood =t the moment, to
bergain with the High Priest and his cohorts for the
betrayal, Iext to Jesus, with his head clcze to the
Vaster!s, was John, the disciple whom Jesus loved,t
He was close to the Waster. MNore than mere friend-
ship held him to Christ., There was a deep mutual
love and affection between John and Jesus., dJohn was
with Him constantly. Vhenever any of the Gisciples
were with Jesus, John was sure to be emong them.

Some sixty years later, an elderly man setltles
himgelf to & small writing desk in a house in the
city of Fphesus. He picks up his stylus, unrolls
a section of parchmeni, and begins a letlexr Lo a
group of hie friends. Love--=Love===I0ove==--he can't
got the word out of his mind. Whel great love the
vaster had shown toward him} %hat knowing love had
been the dominating force of his ovm long lifel These
friends of his, they were in danger of being dr=awn away
from the first love.2 He had to write to them. He

1, John 13,23 ff.
2. ¢, Revelation 2,4.



had to tell them of the love of the Nagter with whom

he had walked and talked, whom he had served so faithe=
Tully, who had firat teught him the real meaning of
love those many yemrs ago. He had to convince thenm
that his Yaster also loved themn, that as a result

they should also follow Him and sexve Him and love

Him and their neighbor., John writes, The Spirit

£ God gives him utterance.  An inspired apostle
recoxrdg God's scheme of Christian life for the Christians
whom he had served as bishop for many years. Thus

the 'pistles of John wexre writhen,? In the church
around Fphesue, to whom the Tirst epistle was directed,
thiere nad arisen false teachers ané leaders who

claimed to have a message more atlractive, a truth
more mubtiientic ¥ han tThat which had been proclaimed
since Paul first preached in the gtrects of that
heathen eity. ¥ow the elder, & rpec(ute pos, the

-u

Apostolic overseer of the churclies, the shepherd of
the souls placed under his care by God Himselil, must
viarn his sheep aboubt these dangers and smet build
them up o that they will be able both to discern
the Tfalse and choose the truel

John had spent muech time with his people. THe
had recorded for all the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Iow

he was writing whzat may be considered & companion

3., This sccount claims no historic fact. However, it
is not contrary to known factes sbout the history of
the apostle John.
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work., In his Gespel he had shovn his sheep with ©

inspiration of God that the Christ, Jesus of llasarcth,

-t

ves true Cod, the eternal ?t-bb’ $ .who existed bofore

the woxld began., FNow in his encyclical he was pointing

cn

out Toxr them The foct that Jesus was at the same Tine
true man, that the Gnostics were wrong when they said
He was only & phantom which "seemed® to exist.

Prom especially this first masterful epistle,
and also from the two chorter works, the cheep, under
Jgolm's care, recelved pertinent instructions They
vore steeled against the savages of falechood and
exror; they were encouraged in their convictions; but
above all they were strengthensd in Christian love,

That was the high =pot of John's 'bh:.m,.i.a.,. Hig
Gospel repeatedly uses the term "love', & kd- Fe »
and throughout, the love of God for the worldé as
exenmplified in the love of Christ is the conztant

thern shown coneclusively by such beautiful

3
@
L]
2]
| o]
@
s
Lo

Gospel paszages ac "God so loved the world that ie
gave His only begotten SoNeese.."; "A new eomv:n
ment give I unto you, that ye love one another; as

I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By
this sh2ll all men know that ye are my diseciples, if
ye have love one to another™; or "Greater love hath

no man than this, th=t a man lay dovm hies life for



-l

hie fricnds."? Dhic theme is not lost in his epi=tle,
It is called by some the "Ipistle of Iove," The
sord love =nd its derivotives occurs more often in
this first epieitle than in any other book of the
Now Testamant, &ix times John calls his readers
A 6«0( rutotl , well-beloved. Twelve iimes the
noun :‘ 6'0(71' WV is used. The verb appeasrs twenty-
geven times., In all there are zoms fi1fiy-one instances
in this book of five short chapters where the woxrd
A 6'0{: T  or its ecuivalent is used. Is it any
wondar that we may call it the epistle of love?
"asugueciine said, 'Locutus est multa, et prope omnia
de caritate!, = 'lic has szid many things, and almost
all about love.! Iuther sald, 'Ths main substance
of this epistle related to love,!%?

Thus from this "Epistle of Tove"” we will s=t up
the systen of Christian life with ite divine motive,
the love of God, its humen basis, faith, and its

manifestations in true practice of Christian lovs.

4, John 3,163 John 13%,34=35; John 15,13,
5. Hayes, D. A., John ond e Wihinge, p. LT0°
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THE DIVIVE MOTIVE, TIHE IOVE OF GOD

In his original state of perfection, man led
a perfect and sinless life, "In the image of God,"
man was created perfect and holy. God and man were
on friendly terms., It was the pleasure and privi-
lege of man always %o do God's will, for being sin-
less there was nothing in man with which God could
Tind fanlt,

But something happened to spoil this frxiendly
relationship, Seban, in the form of the serpent,
beaguiled Adem and Fve into sinning. They began to
doubt the command of God not To eat the fruit of
the Torbidden tree, With this breaking of the com=
mand of Ged, sin came into the world. WMan 'I:l'-.cﬁ
loct the "image of God" in which he had been created.
Thereafter man was helpless. He was driven from the
Garden of Eden eand was condemned to eternal death,
He couldn!t help himself, couldn!'t restore himsel
again to thot formexr state of pexrfection and holi-
ness, But the just and righteous God who expelled
man from Paradise, was also loving and merciful. He
at once promised man a Savior. He told the serpent,
"T will put enmity between thee and the women, be-
tween thy seed and her sced; it shall bruise thy
hend snd thou shelt bruise His heel,"©

6. Genesis 35,15.°
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Thus God!s plan of salvaticn, the sending of His
only bhegotten Son into the woxrld to become m=nls
csubstitute, was first promiq-:d_"ao mankind.

In his epistles John specks several times of
the sin which caused man's need of salvation. We
will pick out these roferences and szee how John
points out 1) The universelity of sing 2) The dam=-
nability of sin; and 3) The inevitability of sin.

" ithe doctrine of the wniversality of sin is
presented very elearly in Scripbture. YAll men have
sinned and come short of the gloxry .of God. nT a1
we like sheep have gone astrays we have turned
evexry one to his own way; and the Tord hath lzid on
hinm the iniquity of us all. "8 gyt we are 811 as
an welean thing; and all our rvighteousnesses are
ag Tilthy rags...") In John's first epistle we have
- particularly three passages speaking more or less
directly of the universality of sin.

The first of ‘bhéscz pascages occurs btow~rd the
end of the firet chapter., John had been spesking
to the Christians he was aﬁdres::irg, of Chxi=st as
the light which has no darknese in Him at all., He
had told his readexrs that the person who says he has

7. Romans 3' 29
Bo Isaiah 53’6.
9. Isaiah 64,6.
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fellowghip with Christ, the Idght, and yet walks in

darkness, lies and does not Ao ‘the truth, He clasres
hinmgclf among them. He:uses the first person through-
out his discussion, Then comes the passage which nas

long been consildered a claar refercnce to the univer-
sality of sin. "If we say that we do not have sgin, we
deceive ourselv:ie and the Txuth is not in us. If we
confess our sin, He is Taithful and just to forgive
us the sine and cleanse us from all unyighteousness,
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar
and His woxd is not in us. nl0
Before we enter upon a dstailed investigetion
of John's statement, we notice that from the entire
connection, John is peointing out <hat the Light,
Chxist, when compared with us, immediately shows up
our sinfulnesr, Any argument which the reader migh
bring up for his own merits rapidly fades to nothing-
ness when viewed in the Iight of Chyxist's pexrfection,
Sinfulness becomes an established. fact. As IlicClaren
nt, two things will follow in those
who are in union with Himj; they will wall in light
and they will in Hie light see their ow evil, "l

But John puts down a coneclusive statement, ke

10. I John 1,8-10 -~ Iiteral Translation.
11, MeClaren, Alexander, Expositions of Holy Scripture,

Tphegians, Peter, John I-IV, p. 249,
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says, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,."
We are fooling ourselves if we consider ourselves to

be without sin, John probably had the Gnostics in

nmind at the time of writing. They éenied responcibility
Tor sin. "The Grnostices claimed that sin was an essen-
tial guality of matter: John knew 1t was violation

of God's holinees, They claimed that the spirit, the
essential ego, was inherently good, and therefore thsy
could ray, 'I have no sin, it i=s only my material

body which eins.'"12 g any rate, John answers such

a statenment as that by telling them thsey are merecly

¢

But John is sddressing Christlan people wio had
lesrned how to pray-- "forgive us our trespasres,®
(leaxly John aleo speaks to These people and lncludes
nimself? when he says it is self-deception if "we say
we have no sin." As Juller says, they ars "clearly
the sine they commit in their present state as
Christians, "3

John contimues with the statement "the truth
is not in us."™ The truth, |c1 :lr\v:oSE(.o( y refers
to the meseage of the Gosvel ag received by the

12, Dena, H, B., Op. Cit., p. 25.
13, Mndller, Julius, Chrietion Toctrine of Sin, Vol. 2.

De 253.




believing heart. dJesus Himself sa2id, "I am.....the
truth, "4 In verse gix John had said, "we do not
have the truth.," In verse sight here John says,
ithe truth is not in us." In verse ten John bringe
the motter out more clearly when he says, "His woxrd
is not in ues," Vhat John means isz that the person
who thinks he, as a Christian, has no sin in him,

in reality has not benefited at 2ll from his study
of the truth and hag been in error all ths whils,
Parncs states, "I'he object of the Apostle is to show
that 1t is implied in the very nabure of the Gospcl
that we are sinnerr and that if on any pretense vie
denied that faect, we ubtterly deceived ourcelves, "2
Thexre i a rieing pltch of decigivenese here as theore

i als=o in the three statements "we lie," in verse

»

gixs "we dececive ourselves," in verse eight; and
"we meke Him a liar," in verse ten. These two sets
of three statements =1re conclueive Lo all esxrs that
gin exists in the heart of all men, even those who
have accepted Christ into their hearts by faith.
John contimied his discourse with the statement,
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful ( ‘Irm"cé-s )
ond just (& ( KACO®S ) to Torgive us our sins and
40 cleanse us from 2ll unrighteousness," Healizing
that he is a sinner, a man must be man enough to

14. John 14,6.

15. Barnes, Albert, Notes on the Wew Testament, Vol. 10,

Pe 285,
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confess it before God., Only on the basis of this con-
fegsion of sgin can the just ond rizhteous erd faithful
God forgive the sinsz, By TIU+°IS John refers to the
fact that God will Xkeep FHis promise, "For if ya for-
five men their trespasscs, your heavenly Tather will
elso Torxrglive ynu,"l6 and "I, even I, em He tha®t blotieth
out thy transgrecscions for mine ovm sake and will not
remomber thy gins, "7 By § I( KaloS John refexs %o
the justice of God in deelaring sinners righteous and
the debt of sin paid, on the strength of Christl's sub-
gtitutionayy suffering and deathh. Thus John urges
his readers to confess thelr =sins befors God and
receive foxgivenes: through their» faith in Chriest.

But in the last pexrt of JdJohn's statement on
the universallity we note a slightly different zpproach.

Here John says, "If we say we have not: sinned.” He
H

<
nges the verb W M.alpfv,; KA ev whoreae in the focrmer

casgec he used the term 5\)&4? +II*V E(XEH’ +to have
gin. David Smith poinbts out that this shows that
John was speaking in verse eight of oxiginal esin, the
inherent corruption which man has by nature and now
in verse ten he ies spea!_’::i.ng of the soctual =sine which

oceur in the lives of men, particularly the falls

16. Matthew 6,14.
17. I=aizah 43%,25.




of the heliever.la

And now in verse ten John vexry
strongly closes hie argument with the stotement,
*"We make Him a liar and His woxd is not in us."

As Tenski shows us, denying sin would be tantamount
to saying that God's decraze to send Christ into the
woxld to shed his blood for men was uselesr and
would be ealling God a liar.t2 Turthemmore, it would
be denying 2 clear sbatement of foripture inspired
by God Himself. And Tuxrthermore, God's word, the
megsage of both sin and grace would not be in us,
and we would be in error completely, as anyone with=-
out God's word would be in error resgerding sin and
grace,

The szecond passage which we coneider in this
matter of universallty is in the seccond chapter,
the second verse, "and He is the propitiation for
our sins and nol for ours only but 2lso for ths
whele world." Obviously this is not a =edes doc=-
trinae for the doctrine of the universality of sin
but from this passage we see that John regards the
entire woxld ae benefiting from Christ!'s atone ent,
not only the believers, but also the whole woxld.
As Mullexr says, "The declarations, moreover, which

descxribe the dosign and powex of Hedem tion to be

16, sSmith, David, Ixpositor's Greck Tegtament, Vol. 5,
P [ ] 172.

19. Lens¥i, R. C. H., Intexrpretation of Petexr, John,
Jude, Vol. 10, p. 404. '
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for the salvation of the WORLD (I John 2,2) imply
the same universality of sin, for man neseds a Savior
and an Atonement only in so far as he is afflicted
with sin and laden with guilt."2° Just as Chyisi's
salvation was for the whole world, so the whole
world wae in sin and needed this salvation. as
Dana gayes, "The salvation preached by the Gnostics
was a caste, or class, salvation, the salvation of
a Tavored few. The true salvation is cosmopolitan
and universal.®2l Thus from the universality of the
world's salvation we deduce the universality of the
world!s need of salvation, sin,

The third pagsage alluded to before occurs atb
the very end of the epistle in the fifth chapter,
the ninteenth verse, "And we know that we are of
God and the whole world lieth in wickedness." The
context of this passaée shows ue that hexre John
distinguishes betwoen the believers, who are in God's
hands, ané the unbelievers, who are in the hands of
the world and lie in wickedness., This passage can
be used to support the two discusced previously;
Both believers and unbelievers are sinful, the
foxmer, however, being controlled by the love of

20, Muller, Julius, QOp. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 257.
21. Dana’ H, Eo, OE- Cito, Do 28.




God, the latiter by the wiclkedness of the world. The
matter of the differcnce liere will be discumsed in
connection with the inevitability of sins ot suf-
fice it Yo say that hexe too John alludes to the

foet of wnivercality vihen he uses the term 3 I\‘écﬁ.os
i

Thus JdJonn pyresente bo his readexs the univer-

gality of sin,

But John likewise precente his readexrs a glimpse
of the dammsbility of sin, In three pasrages particu-
loxly John points out the fact that mankind has been
declared guilty and must as 2 yesuli suffcr the punish-
ment which God inflicted on a2ll those who brancgress
‘the l=w of God.

Throughout the 0ld a2nd Few Testement the peonalty
of gin is deseribed as being death. "...For dust

I22 "SO

thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,'
Sanl died for his transgression which he committed
against the T.00G..."23 "Pha soul that simneth, it
shall die."24 "Wherefore as by one man sin entered
into the world, and dealth by si and so dezath passed
upon azll men, fox that all have sinned."25 For the

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal

22, Genesis 3,19.

23. I Chxronicles 10,13,

24, Egekiel 18,4,

25, Romans 5,12, ! B




1ife throush Jesus Christ our Lord."26 But hers in

dohn's cpistles we have only a few references to the

damnabllity and sexiousness of sin. .
The first of these is, "Everyone vho does the

gin also does the lawlesrcness, z2nd the sin is the
|I2?

lawl eseness

Here John points out that sin and lawlessness,

or brearing of the law, are one and the same thing.

~ '3 -~ g
lic eays, " WAS O MTolwV (d=liberately does, or
is in the habit of doing.)" This strengthens John's

srgument cuite & bit since "c.hg word 'ﬂ'as has a
prominent position at the beginning of the senience,
¥veryone who sins is guilty of breaking the law,

Tha term g,,u_dpt-:.d\ is used aes a synonym for :{VOA,{.gk
and thus John shows what sin really is., Sin in the
last analysis is rebellion against Godls law. dJohn
goes on in the second part to conneet these two teims
merely by using the copula = 'Ea"(:}\l s Ghus identi-
fying the two terms as one in meaning, As David
smith ooimbs out, " W ?\M.tﬂp'{'(k Zotiv | %W’}b{&
The article in both the subjeet and the dredicate
meke Yein'! and 'lawlessness! convertibls and co=
extensive teime, 128

26. Romans 6,2 3.

27, I John 3,4. = Literal Translntiocn. .

28, Smith, David, .':.'?xposito::;'s Greck Testament, Vol. 5,
P. 1850
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S0 John, in our text, gives us 2 definition of:
sin., "His intention, certainly (in repecating the
last phrase) is Yo define the conception of ein thuss
tand herein consistas the nature of =in, sin is a
repudintion or violetion of the law."22 Telanchton,
Gerhaxd, Daiexr, and others of the old dogmaticians,
were in the habit of uring thisz passage to define
ein, MNMel=snchton defined it as "defectuz vel inclinatio
vel anctio pugnsns cum lege Del (xrevolt or inelination
o1 action fighting with the lar of God.)"3° 50 John
is pointing out that sin is revolt against the right-
cous law of God., "It ie the ag-ertion of the selfish
will against a paramount asuthoxity. He wiho sins,

broeaks, not only by accident, or in an isolated detail,

but essentially, the law which he was cre-ted to

Thus gin is in direet contradiction to all that
ie rightecous and holy and, in fact, is a direct re-
ainet the righteous God. AS'L;nski 20
aptly pointe out, "...% e least 'unrizhteousness!
wouid compel the 'xrighteous! God To pronounce on
us the verdict of demnation. "2  So the vexry nature

29, Muller, Julins, Op. Cit., Vol. 1, p. 43.
30, (moted by Tuller, Julius, Cp. Cit., Vol. 1, ». 44,

31, VWescobt®t, fuoted in Pulpit Comnentaxy - Vol. Peter,

John, Jude, p. T9. .
32, Tenski, R. C. H., Op. Cit., Vol. 20, p. 402.
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e

of sin, that it is rebellion against the rightnéﬁe
God, przcludes the fact that the righteous God will,
beocaure of His Holy Iature, be compelled 4o punish
the transsressor. "hus the seriousnesr and denna-
bility of sin is brought home to us by the very
definition of =in a2s the transgression of the law
of God,
The second paseege is He who does the sin is
of the devil, for.the devil sins from The beginﬂing.“33
Hers John points ocut that anyone who sins (and
ha had just poinbted out that sin is a rebelliion
against God) is in rerlity of the devil, for the
devil is the father of sin, who has sinned from ths
very beginmning of sin., Vhen the Tfather of sin xre-
belled against God and desired to be equal with God,
he was czet into owber doriness end foraver conderned
to ebternal damnation. So the person that sine is in
reality of the realm of Satan, =nd shares also in
the punishment which was inflicted upon Satan. Christ
himgalf declares this when he ssys to "those Jews
which believed on him"......."ye are of your father
$he devil, snd the luste of your father will ye do." %
Barnes points out in this connection, "...what the

53, I John 3,80
%4, John 8,31 and 44,
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Apostle says heve iz trus in two senges =1,) that
all wiio commit sin, even true believers, so far as
they are impexfect; in thie respect resenble Satan,
=2.) All who habiiuwally ard characteristicelly sin
sre of the devil,"?? Ghis maxk which John puts

on all those who sin, points out again to us the

cdamnabllity end utter sceriousness of =sin in the eyes
of God,
The third passege we will consider very brisfiy.

"Everyone who hates his brother iz a murderer, and
you know that every murderer does not have cternsl

life =abiding in him."56 Hexre John picks out 7nrtieu-

laxrly one sin, the sin of hatxsd, and 90“ des that
thic sin of hatred, vhich is a breach of the Filth
Commandment, xresults in the loss of eternal 1life,
Trom the part to the whole we may conclude from this
thet sin in general is punishable in the same respect.
0f course, Qistinction in gin ies made by Scripturas,
such as the catalogues of 2in in I Corinthians and
other of Paul's epistlen. FHowever, it would be too
rmach of a degression to discuses such a distinction

at this time. Suffice it to say that John here points
out the ceriousness of =in and its resulting loss of
eternal 1lifs when ho spesks of the individual sin

of hatred,

35. Barnss, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 318.
36.' T John 3,15.
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Vhen we speak of the inevitability of sin (under
ordinary conditions) it is self-evident that we are,
to a cortain extent, retreading some ground envcfed
in the discussion of the universality of sin. FHow-
ever, a discussion of the inevitability of sin with
regard to the theory of perfectionizm would be re-
cuired by the nature of John's epistles,

There are stabtements in John's first epistle
which seem to indicate at first glance that John
snvisions a condition which men could reach as
Christians in which they would no longer be guility of
gin., Fut this is only an aprarent contradiction
with real Seriptural teaching and not a xeal one,

An example of such a statement of John is the
first verse of the second chanter, "y little
children, these things write I unto you that ye
gin not." Toes he mean to say here, after his die-
cuszion of chaplter ore, verses eight to ten, ©Th-t
after the blood of Chaxris=t has washed away ouxr = ns
there is a posribility that we may be in a condition
where woe are able not to sin? The contradiction
cgeeme to arise in the fact that John is here con-
gidering the believer from the viewpoint of his
ganctification by the power of God through faith and

is not considering the entire man, with also the
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other nature, the old ginful flssh., Man at best is
two-faced even alter converxrsion, He has the new nman,
which has been boxn in him, but he sleo retaine the
old sinful flesh. It is very time, as Schleiexrmacher
says, "Sin in the life of the redesmed no longexr
evercises o penebrating power."2! The Christian is
not a slave of =in or he is not a true Christian,
The Christlian's life is guided by love, love for God
and man which flowe from faith. But this does not
mean that perfection is the only result eventually,
As long as man lives upon earth he will be dual in
nature, his new man being the servant of God and his
0ld man being the torl of Satan., As Mullerxr says,
"It is, however, a fact whicih will not be denied,

at least by the regenerate themselves, that those
wio are partskers of Christ's xr=newlng grace, are
nevery wholly free from sin during their earthly
development., They have ever a battle to Tight, a
careful wateh to keep, lest the divine prineiple
within (what I have called, 'the new man') should
imperceptibly decline, and the opposite selfish ten-
dency (what I have called, 'the old man') should
grow, 80 &8 to produce an inner discord difficult




to remove, or even the extinction of thelr spiritual
1ife,"38 Or even as Lenski says, ™o find any tyve
of perfectioniam in'ﬁhe tense (of chapter two, verse
one, 'that ye sin not'!) runs counter to 8ll John has
already sald in chapter one, Verses seven to ten, as
well as to what he now writés."39 Thus such scening
contradioctions can easily be ironed out when one con-
gliders man's du=l naturs and the faet that both sides
of man are not always in the picturs when John ox
otiier Scriptural writers mention man's atitempts by
God'e grace to lead a2 life of conformity to the will
of God.

Scripture abounds with passages mentioning the
“otal dopravity of man and the sinful naturae of man,
"Bahold, I was shapen in inicuity and in sin did my
mother conceive me.“4° "who can bying a clern thing
out of an unclesn? ot onel®¥l (vuller say:, "This
paseage alludes not only to an inborn, but to an
inherited uncleu:ness."42 "phat which i=s born of
flesh is flesh,"43 (Mallexr says, " O‘o(PS (ig)
human nature itezlT as alien from God and the sexvant

38, "ullex, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 272,
39. Tenski, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 404,
40, Pselm 51,5. - ;

41, Job 14,4.

42, Tmller, 0Op. Cit., Vol 2, p. 27C.
43, John 3,06.



of what is warldly.“44) "We were by nature the
/
children of wrati."¥3 ( dveel |, by nature,

Felii]

shows that the effect still presents itself because

the regenerate man doesn't recelve an entirely new
being but the 0ld nature lingers on,) Ve also may
ineluée in this such confessions as that of Paul,
who speaks as a regenerate man, "The good that I wounld,
that I do not}"40
Thus we see the Scriptural attitude Toward
Pexrfectionlem. In JdJohn'es firxst epistle we briefly
mention two passages which trest this problem, The
first is I John 1,7-10, which has been treated
oxhauetively above in conncc't:l:::n with ‘the univer=-
sality of sin. e second is "If any man see his
brother sinning 2 sin nobt unto death, he shall ask,
and God will give him life foxr tThem that sin not
unto death. nd7 With this we want to compare the
next verse, "All unrighteousness is sin: and there
is a sin not unto death, b8
It ies evident that John is speaking of the sins
which do not condemn men to desth because they have
been committed in wealnes: and are committed by

44, Tuller, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 277.

45. Fphesians 2,3,

46, TRomans T,18=19. i
47. I John 5,16.

48, T John 5,17.



Christian people who immedintely rspeant of this
wieakness and receive Godts forgiveness foxr the gake
of Christ's a‘i:onemmt."‘g Also, it is evident that
John ig writing to Christizn people and tells thenm
that their brethren, their Lfellow Christianc, may
be overtasken in such sing not unto death., It is true
that John doss not here make 2 categoriczl statement
that Christians also aire victims of sin, but sound
hermencut iesl prineiples still allow us to draw the
inference that John bias ir mind here the fact tThat

20 Chyrietians fall into sin and nave faults because

the presence of the sinful nature in their heart,

Thus we have discusred, on the basis of sample

passages Trom.Johi's epistles, subsbtantiated and
exnlained by the whole body of Seripture, the three

points reogarding man's nesed of salvation, the uni=-
versality, the damnability, and the inevitability of

in.

9]

Ve hasten, therefore, to a disgcussion of the
passages which spezlr directly of God's plan of sa
vation, of the redempiion wrought by ills Son Jesus
Christ,

49, of, I John 1,9.




The epistles of John also point out the other
side of the picture of the divine mobtive for the
Chrisgtian 1life, namely, the love of God in the reo-
demption of Chxist, We will sece how John points
out particularly the deity of Christ, Christ'e
obedientis activa and obedientia passiva, and finally
our adopbtion as sons of God.

Concerning the deity of Christ, John 1s vexry
clear, We will point out ten passages in which %the
matter is definitely stated. Mrst we derl with
soven pascages which use the phrase, "Son of God."

"ind truly our fellowehip is with the Pather
and with His Son, Jesus Christ,"20 ®_ . . And the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanseth us from
all sine."™l "He is Antiohrist that denieth the
Pather and the Son."?2 "In this was manifested the
love of God towaxd us, because that God sent Hia
.only begotten Son into the world, that we migh
live through Him, Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sing. %22 "ing we

50, T John 1,%6.
51. I John 1,76.
52, I John 2,22.
53. T John 4,9-10.



have seen and do testify that the Pather saent the
Son to be the Savior of the world., Vhosoever shall
confaeze that Jesus ie the Son of God, fiod dwelleth
in hin and he in God."#% ™mo is he %hat ovexcomcth
the woxrld but he that belisveth that Jesus is the
son of God?"?2 "Grace be with Jyou, mercy, and peece,
Lfrom God the Father, and from the Loxrd Jesus Christ, :
the Son of the Pather, in truth and love, n56

There are four ways of proving the delty of
Christ. As every catechumen class is taught, we may
call Chriet GCod "becsuse Scripture ascribes to Him
divine names, c?iv:i:t':c attributes, divine worles, and
divine honor and 519:-::'."57 In these pascages divine
names are ascribed to Jesus. He is directly called
the fon of God or "G':'iel Son of the Father. This
g¢ivine Sonship can not Tor one moment be doubted
whoen one picks up the epistles of John, It runs
throughout the entire thought as these sample pas=-
sages indicate. Commentaries and critics are silent
on this point in theixr repoxrts on thece _ue—.s:ragcs.'
It seems to be 2 point that is frequently takten for
granted, OFf these passages, however, 1t is sulTiclent

54, I John 4,14-15,

55, I John 5,5.

56. II John 3.

57, Imther's Smell Csbechism, ». 103-104.
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if we dwell on the one which is psculisr o John.
"In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent lls only begotiien Son into the
world that we might live through Him,"98 ahe vhrase
oy Uclc\av Avtol oV }AOUO&EV'D]‘ specks Vexry
plainly. "Ho worde can be plainer than these =nd
nead less explanation to anyone azconainted with

at. John.'*’59 he phrase literally means, "His Son,
the only child." It is used only by dohn as a

Rl . el A
roforance bo Jesus ‘the Meszialh and the word M°V°ké" W

Le used three times by Imke referxing Yo only-children

e

of humnan parents and once by Paul in referying to

-t
o

ang ag the only son of iAbxraham. dJohn uses the
texm Tour times in his Gospel referring to Christ
and onece here in the first epistle.®Q Barnes eays
concerning this term, "As Fe was eminently the Zon
of God, sustalning a peculiar relation to Lim in
His divine nature, exalted sbove gll men and angels,
and thus worthy 4o be called by way of eminence His
only Son,“Gl thi= term is bestowed on Hin by dohn,
Thue we lesve these pascages in which divine nameg
are accorded G0 Jesus, proving His deity.

58. I John 4,9.

59, Alfoxd, Henry, Greeck Testoment, Vol. 4,-9. 489,

60. cf, John 1,143 1,1%; 35,165 3,18; Tuke 7,123
8,423 9,383 Hebrews 11,17; I dJdoha 4,9.

61. Bawnes, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 184,
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Tdvine attributes are also attributed to Jesus
by John when he sbeaks of desus as being the eternal
t\éxos tus 4 wWS , "Phat which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our
hands have handled, of the Woxd of ILife; (Jox the
1life was mmﬁife:-stt—:d, and we have ssen 1t, and bear
witnees, and shew unto you that etexrnal 1ife, which
was with the Pather, and was manifested unto us; yno2

That this pascage refers to Jesus Christ becomes

of John, like that in his Gospel, "In the beginning
was the word ( é ‘\J, K 0SS Jueeeeessscerind the word
(3 léh«os ) was made flesh and dwelt among us, 03
Oxr again when we compare this statement with John's
atotement in Revelation, "And He was clothed with
a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called,
The TWord of God ( & l\atos £5v desy ). nb4
As Alford says, "I regard then 6 t\oé—os tus 3“’“5
as the designation of our ILord Himself, He iz the
?\oxo.s , and is the ?\éxos tus Zwis,
this genitive being one of aprosition, as He de-

\

seribes Himself as being thne %wb\ s doim 11,253

62- I Jom 1,1”20
63, John 1,1 & 14,
64, Revalation 19,13,
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John 14,6..."65 Thus John refers to Jesus as the
"Word of Life" being consistent in carrying out
this figure @lgo in his Gospel 2nd the Apocuzlypse.
Eul the impoxtant thing ie that he connectes with
this thought in verge two the two words, ‘tk\]
d-’(w \ lIOV » the eternal life, the eternal word of
life, Thus John asecribes Lo Jesus the albtribute

off elernity, also thereby asoribing further %o the
¢elty of Christ.

Divine worke also are attribuited to Jdesus by
gohn in his epistles., He speaks many times of Jesus
ag the Christ, the Weseiah, the Savior of the world
and iz works of redemption., Of these we shall pick
out two which particularly point out this fzet.
Wiho is a liar but he that denieth that Jesues is
the Christ."es "Whosoever believeth that Jdesus is
the Christ ie born of Gode..."®T The word used in
there two passages by John, & Xp 1ot o’.s, meons
literally, the anointed, thus referring to the
Meseinh, "In the New Testament it (8 x?tr‘eols )
i= used =~ of the lMegesish, viewed in his genexic
zepects (the word, that is to say, being used as
an appellative rather than a proper name.)"GS

65, Alford, Op. Cit., Vol. 4, ». 422,
66. T John 2,22a
67. I John 5,1a

68. Thayer, Joseph Henry, Greek-English Texicon of

the Wew Testament, ». 672,
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Thus in thece two passages the Messianic offics of
Jesuz, the fact that He was the fulfillment of the
many 014 Tesgtament passages regarding the Messirh
viho was to redeem Hie people, is definitely swnoken
of, thus adding another »roof to his de=ity.

As ‘to the Zourth proof for Christt's d=ity,
dgivine lhonox and gloxry, we have of course no dafinite
pascages to point out, but the general tenor of Jolm's
writing bears this out well. dJohn points out both
in “1s Gtospal and here in the epistles that the
A o Kos s the Vord, is a part of the Trinity and
thus equal to the Pather and the Holy Ghost, thus
acooxding Jesus a place of divine nonoxr and glorw.
But we hasten on to point out passages speaking

of the obedientia activa of Christ. By the obedientia

activa we mean the obedience, "by which our divine
Subatitute placed NHimself undexr the obligation of
the divine Law, fulfilling it in our stead by His

parfectly holy life.” €9 1In his gpistles John refers

i

to this sinlees perfection of Christ several tinmes.
"ind every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth
himself, even as He is pure, @70 wing yo know thatb

He was manifested to take away ouxr sing; and in Him

69. ™ueller, J. T., Christian Dogmatics, ». 30C-307,

70. I John 3,3.




is no sin,"Tl "He that committeth sin ie of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning,

Foxr this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
He might destroy the works of the devil,"12 tge
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so
to walk, even as He walked.“73 In these passages
John declares that this only begotiten Son which

was sent into the world by God was perfect and pure
and sinless. Being sinless, He always fulfilled the
Llaw of God under which He voluntarily placed Himself
when He assumed the form of man. These passsges
nzed no particular explanation. It is evident by
Christ!s life that He was perfect and sinless, yes,
John goes so far as to say that sin was impossible
for Him if He werxe to retain that grezat confidence
God placed in Him to carry out the redemption of the
world. He came to destroy the works of the devil,
who is the father of sin, and as such a destroyer,
He Himgelf would have to remain untainted from the
world, fThus Christ fulfilled God's Holy Law for us
through His perfect life here on earth, Eince the

fall of man into sin no one had been able to keop

Tl. I John 3%,5.
72. I dohn 3,8,
5. X John 2’60



God's Law. "All have sinned and come short of the
gloxry of God."74 But yet God's Law was binding upon
man. "Phe soul that sinneth, it shall @is,"12. "y
new commandment give I unto youw, that ye love one
another; as I have loved you tha®t ye also love one
another,“76 compared with ¥Ylove iz the fulfilling
of the Law,"T! So man needed hélp in this demand
of God., Christ offered Himself as our Substitute
in fM1Ffilling God's Law for us by leading a sinless
life. This trubth John also points out in his epistles
when he speaks of the sinlesrness of Christ,

Christ's obedicntia paseiva 1s also cleaxrly

brought out by John, By the obedientia naseive we

mean the obedience "by which He plsced Himself under
the curse of the Law and guffered and died for the
sing of the worl&."78 This passive obedience John
refers to in thrae viays, First, he gives us passages
concerning the general redemptlon of Chyist. Then,
gsecondly, we find pass=ages referring partioculsrly

to the suffering =2nd death and, thirdly, we have
pasassges referring in general to the forgiveness

of sins wrought by Christ's passive obedience,

74. Romans 3,23.

75. Ezekiel 18,4 & 20.

76. John 13,34.

77. Romans 13,10,

78, Yueller, J. Ts, Ops Cit., P. 507,

AP I——
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In the first case we have- such pascages as
these, "In this was manifested the love of God
towsrd us, becaunse that God sment His only begotten
fon into the world, that we might live through i r,"79
"And we have scen and do tesbify that the Father
sent the Son to be the Savior of the world,"S0
"And this is <he record, that God hath given to us
eternal 1life, and this life is in His Son., He that
hoth the Son hath 1ife; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not 1ife."™ In thege passuges
John gpeaks generzlly of ths redemptive work of
Christ. He calis Him the ..;av*or, (o n I-U'E'U\.? "In
the Wew Tespbament (. O W t\’\ P ) is applisd t0....
the Vessiah, and Jesus as the Messiah, through whom

w82  mphpe John speaks of nan

tod gives salvation.
naving life through Christ, thes Savior, for He it
ie whom God has sent inbto the woxld to bxring to
man s=2lvation,

But, secondly, John speaks mora particulorly
of tha suffering ané death of Christ in such paseages
ag these, "Hexrsby perceive we the love of God, be-

79. I John 4,9.

80. I John 4,14,

81, I John 5,11-12,

82, Thayer, Joseph Henry, Op. Cit., p. 612?




caunse He 1l2id down His life Tor us,"83 nmpyg is
He that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ;
not by water only, but by water and blood."84 The
firet of these two paseages is simple enough to
understand. God had decreod that all men must die
for the tremencéons debt of sin which everyone had
contracted and was stlll contracting daily, forx
every person daily sins rmch and deserves nothing
but punishment., Christ, however, became our Sub=-
stitubte also in thizs that Ee came into the world

and offered His life to the justice of God in pay~

(0]

ment for our debt of sin, This was unlversal - He
did this for all men = He was truly the b"uut\\t\P
tou ko D'Mé\ VU , the Savior of the world. The
seccond nassage presents the facet that Chrisd i=s the
Savior of the world through His shedding of bloond,
Thus He is definitely linked up with the "suffering
gervant" of Isaiah 53, Erebzmann says of this
scconé passage, "Here the two prinecipal evenis in
the 1life of Jesus are set before our eyes, namoly,
His baptism, by which He entered upon His public
ministry, and Hieg suffering and death, through which
e crovm=d His work of zedenpiion. These two events

83. I John 3,16,
84. I John 5,6.



prove with specizl force ‘that Jesus iz the thist,'
the Savior of the worla,"85 Thus John pictures

Christ as the suffering and dying Lemb of God who

through this death paid the penalty sn@ endured the

punishment. for the sins of all the world,

But John, likewise, pressnts thirdly, passages

trecting the forgiveness of sins as received by man

—om the death of Chxist.

"and Fe is the propitiasiion. for our sins: and

net for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole

world,"86 T pite unto you, little children, bLecause

your sins ave forgiven you for His namels sake, "7

Herein is love, not that we loved Sod, but that He

loved uns, and sent His Son to be the propitiation

for our sins."™C "Byt if we walk in the light, as

He iz in the ligh%, we have fellowship one with

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, Hi=s Son,

cleasnsath us Trom 2l1ll. sin,

n89 "7f we confass our

ging, e is faithful and just to forgive us ouxr sins

and o cleanss us from all unrighiteousnes

o, n90

85.
86.
a87.
8a,
89,
g0.

Kretzmann, P, F., Popular Commentary, Vol. 4, n. 576.
I John 2,é.

I John 2,12,

I Jﬁhn 4,10,

I John 1,7.

I John 1,9.
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In these paseages John pictures the redemption
of Christ, porticularly His suffexring and death,
from the viewpoint of the sirmmer receiving Torgive-

ness for 'his =ins because of the merits of 'fhrist.

‘One interesting metter must control our attantion.

Twice John uses the word (AJ..O'MOV « He alone uzes
The word in this Torm thouwgh (Daoty p:ou is used
in Peulls BEpistle to the INlomans and in the Epistle
to the fHebrews.?* Iuke also wees the vorb C )da’KOjd.L
and the writer ‘o the Hebrews likewise usecs the fomrm
of the vorb.22 mhe word is full of meaning and the
Tnplish rendering "propiitiation” does not do the
Grock Justice, It refers particularly to the 0ld
Testanont uszge of the blood of beasts spriniled on
thae cover of the Arxk of the Covenant in token that
God was appeacsed and lHls Justice satisfied by this
gacyifice which pointed towsrd the one grest sacri-
Tice which the Chryist was to make., The lid of the
Ark of the Covenant bsgan to be known as the ‘\.Adwf\iplo\f
ag the Septuagint uses it in such passnges as

ticus 16,2; Txodus 25,1T7; and Exodus 38,93
At any rate, John, in using this word, makes it vexy
cleay what he means by propitiastion. He refers to

Ol. Romans 3,25 and Hebrews 9,5.
02, Tuke 18,13 and Hebrews 2,1T7-cf. MMoulton-Geden,

Concordance to the Greelk Testament, p. 486.

93, cf. Thayer, Op. Cit.; p. 301.




the Pact that 1t ls Christ's blood which cleanszos us
from sin and unrighieousness and it is because of
Chrigl's meritorious suffeving and death that Godls
wrath is appeasoed and His justice satisfied once
and for all, and forgivenoss of sins thms offored
to 2ll mankind tha world over, for it was a univearsal
rodonption which Christ accomplished through Fis -
suffering and death, As David Smith says, "our
Advocate @does not plead thalt we are innocent or
adduce exbemuabing circumetances. He acknowledges
our silt and presenis His viearious works as the
ground of our acculttzl. He stands in the Court
> / < B~ f

of Heaven, hpviov Ws & o-?aa»,u,e,vov
(a2s a Tamb that wae slain), and the maxks of Eis
sore Passion arxe a mabe dut 2loguent apyeal:. I
suffered a1l this for sinners, and shall it go Fox
nuught?'"94

But fourthly, in comneciion with the lova of

God shown foxth in the redemption of Chyrist, John

0|

sneake of our adoption as sons. In two passages

serbicularly, John alludes to this result of Christ's

[ ’

']

etive and passive obedience, "Behold, what manner

4

of love the Father hath bestowad upon usg, that we
chould bc called the sons of God: therefore the

94. smith, David, Expositor's Greek Testoment, Vol. 4,
p. 173-174.




world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not, Be-
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it dothh not ;
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
He shall appe v, we shall be like Himj for we shall
gee Him ae Ho 1e."95 tIn this the children of God
are menifest, and the childran of the devil: whoso=
ever doeth not rightiousnese is not of God, neither
he that loveth not his brother,"96

John uses this vhrase "sons of God" =21lso in his
Goepcl whore he eays, "Bub as many =& recelved Him,
to them gave Fe power o beecome the sons of God,
even to them thet believe on His name, "7 Panl, in’
Galatvians, carries ont this nicture also when he =zay=,
"herefora, thou art no more a servant, but 2 sonj
an@ iT = son, then on helr of God throush Christ, 98
tthat John means by the use of this »icturs is that
ag a result of Christ{s redemptive work God =nd man
ars no longer separated and sliennted, but they have
once more become friends, and have once more becone
His children. Because of Christ, the only besotien
Son of God, we who throuzh faith accent Christ as our
brother and accept His redemption a= ocuxr own, becone

95. I John 3,1-2,
96. I John 3,10,
97. John 1,12,

98. Galatians 4,T.
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tho children of God., Now we may plead with God as
2 ohild pleads with a father., We mey approach Him

Hyrith all bolédness and confidence, as dear children

(4]

ask tholr desw fat how "2 A1) i forgiven and,
pesec and hermony between fod and man has boen ro-
stored, Roing sons of fod also makes us heirs of
God, heire of His kingdom, Joint-heirs with Chrlst,
Thaf in its full meaning, is the adoption as sons of
Cod.

Thus we ses how John hae p:l.c'bﬁal-nﬁ ZToxr ug the
divine motive for the Christibn life, the love of
Cod for lost end condemned monlkind in the gz:::rann'lof

Jesus the Savior, Hisz only begoiten Son.

99, fartin Imthsr, Small Cetechism, p. 12.




THE HUMAW BASIS=FAITH

We turn now to a &1scussion of the human basis
of the Christian life-the faith in the heart of the
believer which accepts Christ as his Savior., We see
that John in several passages presents this human
basis of the Christian life in two parts., The first
is the work of the Holy Spirit and the means used
by the Spirit, thalﬁord of God, and the second is
thet faith is the foundation of our life,

Concerning the Spirit, John epeaks in two ways.
He gays in three passagesz that the Spirit'pears Wit=
ness to the spiritual adoption of believeré and
sécondly, he séys in two other passages the Spirit
teaches us.

Firegt, concerning the Spirit!s witness to the
spirituai adoption of the believers, John has this to
say, YAnd he that keecpeth His commandments dwslleth
in Him and He in him. And hereby we know that He
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given
us, 100 "Hereby know we that we awell in Him and
He in ue, beceuse He hath given us of His Spirit, 101
"phig is He that come by water and blood, even Jesus
Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spivit that beareth witness, because
the Spirdt ie truth, 102

100. I John 3,24.
101. I John 4,13.
102. I John 5,6.
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Before we begin an explanation it would be well
to see what Paul says on this point in two of his
epistles. He soys, "Phe Spirit i1tsclf beareth vit-
ness with our Spirit, that we ares the children of
God."05 na Pavl also says, "ind because ye are
gons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hesxrts, crying, Abba, ?Fafher. 104

JdJohn is here poinbting out that becauss of the
work of the Spirit in our hearts we may be perfeotly
confident that we have been recelved as the sons of
tod. Without the nresence of the épirit in us, we
would not ever have been sble to become the children
of God. As Kretzmann states, "If it had not been
for this fact, that God imparted %o ue of His Spirit,
gave us some of lile life and powsr, thus ecnabling us
also to fecel true brotherly love.toward one anotner,
then we could not be sure of our stete as Christians.
Zut our confidence rests upén the work of the Spirit
in the Vord; in this way we have gained the knowledge
that we remsin in God =nd God in us.™02 mhis phasg
of the Spiritls woxrk is esrential, for through tie
presence of the Spirit in our hearts we are broucht
to faith in Christ, and made confident that we are

103. Romans 8,16,
104, Gelatians 4,6.
105, Kretzmann, P. F,, Op. Ci%., p. 573.
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‘the children of God. While the Spirit of God works
in the heart we may rest assured tﬁat we sre God's
children and heirs. If throuzh our sins we drive the
Spirit from our hearts, we become hopeless and doubdt-
ing.

But John ies eqolly clear when he speaks in %two
passageas of the Spirit as our teacher, This worlk of
the Spirit is precluded by that just mentioned., This
is the foremost =nd most vital work of the Spirit,
if we may speak in comparatives and superlatives,
John saye, "But ye have an unction from the Holy One,
and yo know all things."los "put the anointing which
¥e have received of Him sbideth in you, and ye necd
not that any man teach you: but as the same anoint-
ing teacheth you of all thinge and is truth, and is
no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall
abide in Him,"L07

Joihn presents to us here the fact that all we
know of God, 2ll we believe concerning God, all we
have ag the frults of our faith, has been taought us
by the Spirit which "teacheth you of all things."

He describes this Spirit in the first pasesage as

"An unction from the Holy One.” Xp:'o',u.& , the
word used by John literally neans "ocintment." It

is uged only by dohn in the Few Testament and refers

106, I dJohn 2,20.
107. I John 2,27,
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to the 01d Testament custom of anointing kings,
priests, and in some casges prophe%s vihen they took
office, This supposedly gave them the nowsr to do

e good job in their office. "They were regarded

as endued with the Holy Spirit and divine gifts

(I Samel 16,13; Ieaiah 61,1)"™08 @nps John nees
thies term for the anointing of ues Christisns, who
are the kinge ané priests of the Few Testament, with
the power and energy of the Holy Soirit, This will
enmble us to learn all thirgs, will endow uz with
grace to carry on succensfully our office as nricsts
of God, our work as children of God in this wrld,
and in the world to come. As Barnes says, "The
phrasec, %the Holy One! rafere here, doubtless, to
the Holy Spirit, that Spirit whosc influences are
imparted to the people of God, o enlighten, to
eancetify, and to comlfoxt them in thelr trials. The
particular reference here is to tﬁa influences of
that Spirit as giving thenm clear and jue® views of
the nature of relizgion and thus secuxring them Tfrom
error and apnstmsy."log, Thus John says this unctiion,
this snointing of the Spirit teaches us 211 things,
It brings us to & knowledge of God and of His Son

108. Thayer, Op. Cit., p. 672.
109, Barnes, Albext, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 305.



desus Christ es the only Savior from =in, death, and
the devil, and it ¥eeps ue in that faith, pure ard
undefiled by untruath, eryror, and anostasy, through.
constanily working our hearts. John alludes to that
when he saysy "the anointing....abideth in you.ﬁ It
is somsthing which becomes a part of ns and continues
its work in our hearts. Thus the Spirit is presented
by John ns the teacher of the truth, the way of sal-
vation tThrough the suffexring and death of the Savior
and woxks Taith in our hearts to accept thi= great
trmths It is just as John says in his Gospel, "Eut
the fomforter, which iz the Holy Ghost, whom the
Pather will =end in Ty name, lie shall Heach you all
things, and brying =11 things to your remembrance,
whatgoever I have gaid unto you."llo

But we see sgecondly in John's epistles many
references to the means which the Spixit uses to
work faith in man,

Mrst we examine two passages in which John
édeclares that the people to whom he is writing have
accesr to the truth. "Brethren, I write no new
commandment unto you, bult an old commandment which
ye had from the beginning. The 0ld commandment ics
the word which ye have heard from the beginnins.“lll

110, John 14,26.
111. I John 2,7.
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"I have not written unto you becauss yé Xnow not the
truth, but becausc ye know it, and thet no lis ic of
the truth,. ™2 Heore John pointe out that the Worad,
the Truth, has bean theirs from the bsginning, 41l
the words which had been preached to them by FPoul
firet, then by Timothy and others of Paul's hslpers,
‘anﬁ now by John, had been with them from the beginning,
This Mruth they have heard and have accepted. They
have bzen shown the way of salvation thereby and
through this Word they have come Lo faith in Chriet

ag their Savior., This is John's Lestimony to the
f£act that what he is now writing iz based on the
truth which they already know, The Word which they
have lesrnad gtill applies and what John is telling
them now concerning false teachers and the Chyisticn
way of life is bazed or the immtable anéd unchange-
2bl= Vord which God had givan tham from the beginning.
As Kretzmann states, "The complete and careful in-
glruction which the apestls war here 5iviné was not
intended to convey to then any mistrust on his paxs,
as though they had not yel come to ths nropar 'now-
ladge of the truth. They had learncd what ell Christ-
ians should kneow with regaxrd to the divine and saving

112, I John 2,21,




doctrines, He knew that the truth of Godl's Word was
the force which governed and controlled their lives,"11l3
Thus John explains to them and to us the fact ths,t.the
oternal Viord of od has been in our posceseion and
that thereby we know the truth, God's saving pl=an of
redemption through Christ,

But in the next four passager we will consider,
Jdohn peoints out Murther that this Word sbides in them.
"If we say that we have not sinned; we make Him g

wll4 wr nave written

liax» and Hig Voxd is not in us,
unto rou, fathers, becauze you have now Him that

ig from the beginning. I have written unto you, young
men, bocause ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth
in you,.and ye have overcoma the wicked one."115

"Tet that therefore zbide in you, which ye have heard
from the beginning, If that which ye have haard

fron the beginnineg shall renain in you, ye also

shall contirmiz in the Son, @and the Pather, v116 ot
John says heore ic very much related to tha fommer

pascages. It harks back to the statement of God

ot

o the children of Ierael, "And these words, which I
command thee this day, s=hall be in thine heart,“:"l?

113, Fretzmann, ®. ., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 564,
114, T John 1,10.

115, I dohn 2,14,

116, I John 2,24.

117. Deubteronomy 6,06.
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and it also bringe to mind the statement of Tuke
regarding the Virgin Yary, "...but His mother kapt
all these sayings in heart heert,"118  yohn i here
gspeaking of the Word of God abliding with the Christ-
ian at all times., In the Tirst pascage he points
out the negetive side, saying that the person who
says he has not sinned does not have God's Woxrd
eabiding in him. In the second passage he tells the
young men that they are strong, that the Word of
fod abides in them, and -‘that they have overcome the
wicked one, making the last three statementis mean
about the same thing. If the Woxd sbides in then,
they are strong and they are able tc overcome the
Gevil, Thus, likewise, ie it with uvus., IT the Word
of God abides in our heaxrt, the faith in Chirst

e

vhich ie necessaxy to combat 211 trials and tribu-

()

lations and temptations will also be present there.
In the third passage he says the abiding of the
Chrietian in the Son and in the Yather is conditioned
by the abiding of the Word, which he has heard from
the beginning in his heart., ©he fourth passage is
taken from John's second epistleg/mwhosoever trans-
gresseth, and abideth nét in the doctrinc of Christ,
hath not God. e that abideth in the doctrine of

118. Iuke 2,51.
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Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son, 119

In this passage Jdohn contimaes the thought of the.;
comnection between abiding in Christ and abiding in
His Woxd, or The VWord abiding in the heart of the
Christian, Here he says the peréon who abides in
this Word, this tesching of Christ ( tft; §18d wn
tou Xprotod), will have both the Father and the
Son., Concerning the phrase tg 8t 8d )u:q' +ov XPIB"‘-'O-‘U
Tavid smith says, "...the teaching wh;ch recognizes
Jesus as the Christ..i.e., the Tessiah, the Savior,"120
Thus he would have us translate it as an objective
genitive, "the teaching concerning Christ.” Thayer
groups this passcage with others which point out "the
doctrine which has God, Christ, the Tord for its
author and supporter.“lzl The two opinions are not
hard to reconeile, however, It is in this case both
the teaching of Christ and the téaching concexrning
Christ. As Kretzmenn states, "lo teaching is trus,
no teaching has a right to exist, which eliminates
the redemption or obscures the glory of the Cross,.

On the other hand, every teacher, every believer,
that elings to that olé doctrine of salvation through
the blood of Christ, o the fact that God the Father
sent Hi= Son iﬁto the world that men should live

119, IT John 9.
120, smith, David, Op. Cit., Vol. 5, ». 202.
121, 'I'heyer, QE- Gi'b., De 144,
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through Him, has both the Pather and the sdn, is
united vith them by the bonds of the eiosest union
in faith,"22 Byt at any rate, John here emphosizes
the importance of abiding in the Tyuth, foxr through
this Truth, we &bide in Christ, In his Gospel, John
very often uses this picture of the Christi=zn, be=
lieving in Chriet as hies Savior and Redeemex, aﬁid—
ing in Christ]l He repoxrts these words of Christ,
Abide in e, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, oxcep®t it abide in the vine;
no more can yo, excent yeo abide in Ve.....lHe that
abideth in Me and I in him, the same bringeth Tfoxth
mach fruit; for without. Ve ye can do nothing,..If
¥ye ebide in Me, ané my woxrds abide in you, ye shall
gk what ye will and it shall be dornz unto you.'fla3
Tlsewhere in this seme epistle John says, "and now,
little children, zbide in Him, 124 myhopoever
abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath
not seen Him, neither know Him, "123

Thues John points out the necessity 52 abiding
in God's Word, in the Truth wihich Christ taught
concerning Himself, for through this Truth we receive

122, ¥retzmann, P. B., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 581.
123, John 15,4.5.7.

124. I John 2,28,

125. I John 3,6.
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faith which makee us one with Christ and helps uz to
abidein Fim and in the ¥ather.

But thore are two other passages which we must
briefly mention., "But whoso keepeth Hie VWord, in
him vexrily is the love of God pexrfected: hereby
Ynow we thot we are in Fim." 28 mHe that balieveth
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself; he
that believeth not, God hath made him 2 liar; be-
cauee he believeth not the recoxd that God gave of
iz Son,"127 jere John gpeaks in particulsr about
the faith which follows the hearing ox reading or
pendeying of the Vord. The person who keens Christ's
Word, he is the person in whom God's love is perfected.
The percon that believes Cod's recoxrd which He has
given us concerning His Son Christ, the Gospel mes-
aage of salvation through the blood of the Lamb, he
has the btruth and has witness of it in himself and
ig the opposite of a liar, the name which Ged Him=-
gelf gives to the person who does not belisve the
record He has given concerning Tiis Son.

BFut we hasten on Lo see Ifurther that John peints
out secondly, concerning this human basis of the
Christion life - faith, that it is the foundation
of life, He shows us this by pointing out that it
gives us vietory over the world and it gives us

126, I John 2,5.
127. I John 5,10.




eternal 1life.

Concerning the victoxy over the world, Jdohn
tells us;, "Por whabtsoever is boxn of God overccmeth
the world: and thie is the victory that overcometh
the world, even ouxr faith, X VWho is he that ove.z'cometh
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus ie the
Son of Gor‘i?"lza thabt doms John mean by "overcoming
Tthe world?" The world is here used in contradis-
tinction to the Fingdom of God. As. Calvin =aid, the
woxrld ig.... "cuicquid adversum est Dei spiritui,
(vihatever is against the Spirit of God. )"129 Rarnaes
explaing "world" as the "maxims, precepts, and cus=
ton=30 yhich xule those not of Christ. Fe goes
on to explain that thz Christian ie not rled thue
but has overcome these things. Krelzmann says,
?esesethe believer is able to concuer the woxld,
all ‘the Toxces in thiz woxrld that are opposed to the
spivitual 1life in him, the ontire kingdom of sin and
evil.“lsl. But the important thing is traat through
£aith, through belisving that Christ is the Son of
God, we are able to overcome &1l of this force of
- evil sround us which seeks our haym. dJohn is very

forceful when he declares that only such a nerson,

128, I John 5,4=5.
129, (moted from Alford, Greek Testoment, Vol. 4, p. 498,

130. Barnes, Albert, Op, Cit.; Vol. 10, p. 337.
131, Xretzmann, P. B., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 576.
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onc who believes in Chriest a2s his Sevior, can hope
to overcome the world. As Barnes egays, "vhere is
thers one who can pretend to have obtained a victory
over the world; excapt hs who believes in the favier?
All else are worldly end are governed by worldly
aime and prineinles, It is time that a men may gain
a victory over one worldly pesesion; he may subdue
some one evil propensity; he may abandon th= gay
circls; may breal away from habits of profaneness;
may leave the company of the 11.11p1ti.n;:!ip1rzs and pol=-
luted; but still; unless he has faith in the Son of
Gtody; the spirit of the world will reign supreme in

152 Tote al=o that John

his =oul in =ome formi¥
useg a very wide term at the beginning of verse
four) 70'2\1 b &Eat U\’h,u_.t-‘.'VOV K tob @ed,
In its literal meaning this would be; "everyone be—
gotten of Godi" It is &1l inclusive and showes us
tThat every person who wholly gilves hinself over to
the faith which accepts Chyist as the Son of God
and his personal Savior; overcomes the world; and
remaine trme to Christ repgardless of the templations
and allurcments and ridicnle arnd hardship and trial
and tribulation brought on him by the forees of
Satan; the controller and ruler of all wio are of
the world: This falth then is the vietory=giving
principle which enables us o covercome the woxldl

132, Barnes, Albert, Ops Cit.? D. 338,
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But this faith, secondly, glves us eternzl life,

=

his iz a diveet result of our overcoming the woxld,

=t

f we zre able to keep our felith in Christ sgainet
211 the obstacles thrown in our vay by the world, then
this faith will be rewarded with eternal 1ife in
hesven, John says, "and this is the record, that
God hath glven to ue cternal life, and this 1ife ie
in Hie Son. ile that hath thas £on, hath 1ife; ard he .
thot hath not the fon of God, hath not 1life., Thsase
things have I written unto you that beliasve on the
name of thz Son of God; that ye may know that ye
have eternal 1life, and that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God."133 e dmow that we have
passed from desth unto life, becsuse wa love the
brothren, He that loveth not his brether abideth in
death, Vhosoever hateth his brother is a2 murderer
and yc Pnﬁw that no marierer hath eternzl life abid=-
ing in hin."134 gewe John enters upon ‘the dlseunse-
ion of the eterngl lifs in heaven., In the second
passage he simply and in a straight-forward mannexr
declsres that the person who does not love his
brother or who hotes his brother (and love of the
brother he has shown in the verses preceding as com=

ing from the love of fod which proceeds from our

153. I John 5,11=13.
134, I John 3,14=15,



adoption as sons of God) does not have eternal life.
In the other pasecage John brings up the faet that the
person who belicves the record that God gave concern=
ing His Son, Jesus Christ, and the elernal life which
we have in Him, has the Son of God and he that has the
Son of God, hath life, Hote how he pointes out the
fact that life and Christ are identical. In his Gos=
pel, John carries out this idea of Christ being the
life throughout. We find such nassages as "In Him
was 1ife; and the 1ifs was the light of men,"135

"for as the Pather hath life in Himself; =o hath

He givan to the Son to have life in Himgels, #1136
"The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to

kill and to destroy; I am come that they might have
1ife, and thet they might have it more abundently,"L37
"Jesus said unto her, I anm the Resurrection and the
life; he that believeth in Me though he were dead,

yet shall he llve, and whosoever liveth and believeth
in He shall never die,"38 "Fecus said unto him,

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Iife; no man cometh

unto the Father, but by ve,"39 7In this conneotion

135, John 1,4.

156, John 5,26.
137, John 10,10.
158, John 11,25-26.
139, John 14,6,
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we mast also consider vhat John says in the very
firet verzes of hie Ffivst epistle, "For the life

wae menifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness,
end shew unbto you that eternal life, which was with
the Pather, and was menifested unto us."140 How

can Christ be called "the Iife" or "the Word of Life?"
(retzmann sums up the matter when he says, "He is the
'Word of Tife! because He, as ‘the true God, has the
Tulnesr of true, everlasting life in Himself, becnuse
He ie the source and fountain of 211 true life, and
because He gives cternsl life to all those that cone
o Him in trath. "4 Lenski slso presente the mat-
ter in clear concise stotements, "Here John binde
sverything together., Codl's testimeony brings us His
Son: eternal life is in His Son, is in Him for us;
it is given ue in and by this testimony; to believe
it is to have the Son, and to have Him is to have
this 1life; not to belisve it is not to have the Son
and this life, It is a8ll as sinple and as lucid 2
these brief statements make 3.'&.“142 So Jdohn's pic-
ture of Christ as the life merely is 2 manner of

stating in three short words what it would tale

140. I John 1,2.

141, Kretzmann, ¥. E., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 557.

142, Teneki, .R. C. H., Op. Cit., Vol, Peter, John,
Jude, p. 541,
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several sentences to say otherwise., All ‘the meaning
ie there, thet Christ iz eternal, thet Christ is
true God, that Chriet islthe Redeemer who gave His
life a ransom fTor many, that Christ 1s'the conoueror
of death, that Christ can and will give His life 1o
all who believe in Him., Chriet is 1life and whosver
believes in Him shall never pexish, That i= how
Laith gives us cternal life,

BeTores elosing this section, however, we must
congider, "And this is the promise that he hath
promised us, even ebernal 1ife,"143 gnie general
statement of John sums up well the entire thought
of this gection. God has nromised us eternal life,
This promise has been given to all men, and the
only "if" =ttached is that we must believe on Him,
¥rebegmann very nicely pregente in his discussion of
I John 5,9-12 secveral statementes with whicé we may
close this scetion on the human basis of the Christian
life-Ffaith, "Fveryons that belioves in the Son of
God has the trust, the convietion, the eonfidence
that Jesus of Nasareth is the eternal Son of God
2nd the Savior of the world, and that this selvation
appliecs to the believer himself, The Holy Spirit
who lives in the heart of the believer, arsures him
of this fact, senls this faet in his heart through

143. I John 2,250




~55=

the Word of the Gospel, Just as sure as the Holy
Spirit is the Truth, and cennot lie, juet that surely
we may accept the message of our redemption through
Christ, "144

144. Xretzmann, P, %., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 577.
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PHE TTANTI FSTATIONS OF THE CHRISEIAN LIFE

In John’s epistles there is a decided emphasie
on Chrietien living, the practise of Chxistian prin-
ciples in living, and the adhserence to the command-
ments of Chryist - "Thou shall love the Lord thy God
with all thy hesxt, with all thy soul and with =211
thy mind; Thou shalt love thy ncoighbor as thyself."145
Upon this manifestation of the Christian life we now
center ouxr atiention., It is a direct result of both
of the former sections we have treated., First, man

g, by nzture, a condemned sinner. The lovs of God,

however, sends Christ to be his substitute in the
punishment and throush Christ's atonement, God And
the sinner becom= reconcilsed, Then through the work
of the Holy Spirit, tThrough the means of God's Word
which declares this redemption to the world, the
girner is dbrought to faith., This Ffaith in the sin-
ner who has becone a bhild of God then beare fruit
in = truly Christizn lifec, the manifestations of
which we r--a‘ll proceed to study as John presents them
in his three epistle=s.

We will first consider those pasrages which deal
with the battle between the siniful nature of the
Christian and the regenerate nature of the Christisn,

John spesks of this battle in seven Aiffer=nt ways,

145 ° Yatthew 22 9 37- 39 .
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1l) The Chxistian's love tc God; 2) Walking with God;
3) Abstaining from evil; 4) FHew obedlence; 5) Furity
of dcctrine; 6) The confidencs of the Chrietiang

T) The joy of the Christian.

In Hwo pasgages in particular, John: speaks of
the love which the Christian has Tor God and forxr
Christ az a result of the faith which ie in his heart.
"We love Him, becauss He first loved ue,"146 wyho-
soever believeth that Jesus iz the Chriest is boxn of
God; andé everyone that loveth Him that begat, loveth
Him also that is begotten of Him., By this we know
th=t we love the children of God, when we lovae God
and keep Hls commanidments: and His commandments are
not arievous.“147

In these two pazsages John tells us in siffect
whet God had commanded back in the days of Adam =nd
Pve and had given to the Chiléren of Israel through
"ns2g, "Thou shalt love the Loxd thy God, with =ll
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy
might."148 Bere John expresses it in a different
mannex., J1n the first passdge he gives tThe reason for
our lovs of God. Ve love God because God Tirst loved
us, Love to God would be an impossibility foxr man
who ig thoroughly sinful and striving against God
if it were not for the love of God for man which is

146. I John 4,19,
147. I John 5,1-3.
148, Deubtexronomy 6,5.
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” the spark which Izindles the responding love in our

heoaxts., It would not be straining ths text too muach

' to =gy that this means that the love of God manifested
in sending Christ and also manifeeted in bringing us
to Taith in Christ through the Feans of Grzce and the
working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, is the
caues of the corresponding love in our hearts for
God. God Fimself puts the love into our hearts
through His Spirit and His Holy YWord. It i=s true
likewiee that, as most commentarise suggest, thie
love foxr God is mersly the thankful resnonse on the
part of the Christian to the great display of love
on Hhe part of God. "God is the frpwtes, 1the
first one'!, who Gid the loving," as Lenski sz 5;149
or as Barnes says, "It was His love manifested to us
by sending His Son to redceem us, which will explain
the fact that we now love Him; but still the real
grouné or reason why we love Him is The infinite
ewnellence of Fie own character, ™50  saptelle in

hig American Commentary on the Few Testament, statss,

"His love to us preccded our love, It was the cause
ox reason of ours, which implies in the Apostle's
thought, that it furnished the model or type of
onrs, "5 navic smith eaye, "Fhe thought is tnsot

1490 Ilen»s.]-'.i, B. C. H-’ OP . Cit-,. De 525,
150. Rarnes, Albext, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, ». 335.

151, Sawbelle, Henry, American Commentsry on the

Wew Testament., Vol. 7, p. 53.
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the amaging love of (fod in Chxist ic the inspiration
of all the love that stirs in our hearts. It awaken
within us an answering lova=---z grateful love for Him
nanifasting lteelf in love Lfoxr our bretn.rﬁrr.“lsz
Both the opinion of thaese commentatoxs and the tnought
of the working of God's love in our heaxtes through
the means of fGxrace could be held, however. Ouxr love
to God ig the result of Cod's love to us.
In the second nasszage John proceseds to explain
Mmat the love of the Christian for God means. He
deelares that if the Chrictian loves God who bega .
Chriet, he will alse love Christ whom God has begot-
“en. It was the love of God which sent Chyist and
thaae we love tod for His great merey. But it was
Chrisil's love for us which led Him to a voluntaxry
submizssion To the law nnd the penalties and punich- -
ments God had inflieted upon man, and for this we
too love Chrlet, sven as we love God, Hie Father,
is strenge to spesk of loving them separately,
but that ig how the human mind functions. o say
we love God wonlé at one and the same time include
our love to Chrxiest, who is part of the =ternnl God-
heads Incidentally, John adds the 1litile statement

that when we love God, we know that we love the

152. Smith, David, Op. Cit., Vol. 5, p. 192.
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brethren, those who are one in faith snd love of God
with u=, for we both have the same love for CGod in
our hearts and we both have becn the recipiente of
lthe divine love of God. DBut John adds an interest=-
ing note in verse three of chapter five when he =ays
that keeping liis commandments is equivalent %o the
love of God. As Alford pointe out, "the th{tn is
the demonstrative pronoun and the fbd. in%rnduces
not a purpose clauses but the apodosis to the d"t{i-u 5
mach the same as in chaptex four, verse seventeen, "33
Thig is the love of God, that we do everything which
hae wieghes snd in all that we do please Him and
glorify Him, Of course John is spesaking of the
cace of pexfect love which ie impossible to men

wirtile here on the eaxrth. This iz the firet phase
of the battle betweén the vegenernte Christian heart
and the old sinful flesh, thal we love God so much

thot we fulfil) 213 of His commandments, There-

[

fore it iz the aim of svery Christian to constantly

-

grow in this manifestation of the Chrisdian life=
that he loves God with his entire being and fulfills
all of God'g commends. -As Eretzmann states, "Love
to God is not a matter of ssntimental feelings and

153, Alford, Henry, Op. Cit., Vol. 4, p. 497. cf.
Ibid, p. 493=494,
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concistes otill lese in the sanctimoniouns talls thet
it is our duby o love the heavenly Father. There
mst be conerate -vidence, also for our own satis-
faetion, namel;, kaeping of God's commandments,
1iving in accordance with His holy will,"154

But we procesed further to the second point
undex ‘the dlscussion of the battle betwern the o0ld
and the new man in the Chyistian. John gpeaks in
two sections of "walking with God." He says, "I
we say we have fellowship with Him, ard walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: Bubt if we
wall in the light, az lle 1s in the light, we
Tellowship one with ancther, and the blood of fasus
Chirist, ilis Son, cleansath us from all Sin."lss
"He that saith hes abideth in Him ought himself also
so to walk, even as He walked, 196

Walking with God or with Christ (as thesge pas-
gages refer varticularly to Christ) reminds one of
the moet striking example used in Scripture, that
of Fnoch about whom we are t0ld "And Froch wallked
with Sod: and he wae not; for CGod took him."157
John here gives us a beautiful description of what

"walking with God" rezlly means. He proceeds from

154. Xretzmann, P. F., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, ». 575.
155. I John 1,5-6.

156, I John 2,6.

157. Genesis 5,24,
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the negative to the positive and compares our walking :
with Chyiet to wellding in the light, for Christ is
the light. First he says that 1f we walk in dark-
ness and claim te have fellowship with Christ, we
lie and do not the txruth, for light ané darkness
never have fellowship with one another, Then he
procaeeds to show that if we wallk in the light as
Ch»igt is ir the light we have fellowchip with one
snother and Christ's blocé cleanses us from sll
ging, Tor through our Taith in Chr»ist and our walk-
ing with Christ, we rsceive the benefits of Christ's
suffaering and deathi, "This is another p'hasr.a of the
battle in man bebtween the old and the new man, The
old sinful Tlash loves darkness; the new man loves
the light of Chxist. The old sinful flesh loves to
walls with Satans the new man welks with Christ.,
Throughout Seripbure thig picture of light and

darkness is used., Isaiah prophesied concerning

h

=

-,

Chriet, "The people that walked in darkness have

{

s2en a grea 1ig}1t."158 John in his Gospel specke
of Christ as the life, =and adds, "And ‘the life was
the light of mene "L39  But even more concise and

clear is John's statement, "Then spake Jdesus again

158, Isaish 9,2.
1590 dJonn 1,4.
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unto them saying, 'I am the light of the world; he
that followeth me shall not welh: in darkness, butb
chell bhave the light of 1420, 17100 oy pgas the
esme Tigure when he writes Vo the Corinthians, "Forxr
Gnod, who command=d ths 1light to shine out of darik-
nese, hath shinsd in our heaxts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the gloxry of God in the face of
Jesns Christ. "6l John again, espeaking of the fut-
nre kingdom of the 'bleseed in heaven says, "iAnd the

2ity had no n=ed of the sun, neither of the moon,

to ghine in it; for the glory of the lLoxé &id ligl
it, and the Iamb is. the light thereof, 62 mmmg
+this symbol of Chxist being the Idght refers to
the f¢ r::h that Re is perfect, pure, happy, holy, =nd

ginleern, Daxrkness always has the connotation of
avil and imperfection and sadness, as Barnes xmin"u:-a
out, 163 1ig tht, on the other hand, is just the
opposite, £ we walk in the light as Chxist i the
light we will be walking paths of purity, holiness,
and virbue. The shadows of the darknese of sin and
imperfection will be arcund us constantly threaten=-
ing uz and tryirg to envelope us, but walking with

160. John 8,12,

16l. II Coxinthisns 4,06.

162. Revelation 21,33.

163. Povnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 2 &3,

en




-C 4'-

Christ, the Light, holding firmly to His gulding hond,
and following His footsteps, we will in the end resch
the covelicd gozl of perfect light in heaven,

The othexr pasesage which we quoted refers to the
eame natter in a different wiay. It tells us that the
person who sayse he abldes in Christ ought also to
walk as Christ walked, Abiding in Christ means be-
ligving in Him and through that faith beinz wnited
with Him, If one abides in Chxiast with that fiym
faith he ought also to "imitsote Him in all things.“164
I an reminded particularly of the beautiful hymn
vaorge which go aptly fits as application and con-
clusion to thiz scction,
am the light, I light the way,
godly life displaying,
bid you walk as in The day,
keep yvour feet from straying.

am the way, and well I show 16
Tow you must sojourn hexe below, w

S =

Truly, this walking with God and with Christ in
thie steps of Fnoch and the saints of the ages is a
difficult tas¥ which manifests plainly the Christian
faith in our heaxts and shows the battle which con-
stantly is being fought in our hearts between the
new and old man.

e third evidence of this battle centers around
the diszeussion which John enters when he admonlishes

his readers to ahetein from evil, John bringe this

n

164. Ibid, p. 29%.

165, Iutheran Hymnml, Fo. 421, verse 2,




nf,S—-

voint out most cicarxly in his third epistle when he
saye, "Beloved, follow not that which iz evil but
that which ie good., He that desth good is of God:
but he that doeth evil hath not seen God,"66 n
is first cpistle he has these pursllels: YIf ye
know that He iz righteous, yo know thalt everyone

thaet doeth righteousnese is born of Him,"16T #in
thie the childxyen of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righitcous=
ness, is not of God, neither he that lovetn not his
brother, 68  pigwg nointedly John has these siate-
nopbs: - "Ny little children, thesc things write I
unio you, that ye sin not. ™02  vrove not the world,
neithsr the things that are in the world, If any
man love the world, the lovs of the Father is not

in him, For all that is in the world, tﬁe lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride

of life, iec not of the Father, but is of the worxld.
And the woxrld passeth away and the lusts tThersof, but
he that doeth the will of God sbideth forever.":TO

166, III John,ll,
167. I John 2,29,
168. T John 3,10.
169, I John 2 ,1.
170. I John 2,15-17,




"And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth

hingel? even as He is pure,"1Tl  "hepsever sinnsth

th not seecn Hinm, neithsr knowm Him."l72 "And we

.
a0

know that we are of God, and the whole world. lieth
in wiekedness, "9

Thege pagepges all rofer to the conflict in
min'!s heart between the evil and the good, between
Christ and Sabtan, dJohn is here exhorting =211 Christ-
ians to keep from sinning, to absbain from evil, to
stay elose by the Zavior, so that all the sinful

-~ e

pleasures of the world may not distract us Trom our

grovt sterncl quest of salvation., Sawtelle gives a
good description of this batile in man to abstain
from evil and eling to the good. He says, "They are
indesd washed Trom their sins, are in continuous
divine Tellowship, are victoricus over thae wiclked
ona, have the Vord of God abiding in them, but they
are still surrounded with evil, and the remaing of

a lusiful, cov:etouss, Droud navure, | are still within
them, Porglven are theoy, bubt not yet away from the
scene or danger of sin, wlT4 oo men constantly batiles
anemies from without and from within and the truly
Chivistian 1ife is manifested when in this batitls the

171, I John 3,3.
172. T Jchn 3,6,
175. T John 5,19.
174, Sewbelle, H. A., Ope. Cit., Vol. 7, ». 25.

-
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new man emerges Victorious and ennble the christinn
to mut away thosc lusts of power, and pride, and
vossesrions which the world offexrs, enzbles him to
heed the apostle's warning and admonition to flee
the works of the devil and the woxld and our flesh
and hide ourselves in the sacred wounds of Christ.
Then the Christian 1life will be manifest. Then the
Christian shows that he Inows God, that he has seen
im and believed Him and come under His loving guidance,
Thon the Christian shows he is a member of God's
family, not 2 member of Saton®s kingdom.

AlToxrd enters 2 long discusszion of what John
means by [0 6'/4,0,5 « The discussion, of courss, is
important. By [{oDu o’s dohn here refors to the
entire animate and personal worlé, in contradistinc-
tion to that of God, as being sinful, sgainet God,
and in league with Satan. It would hardly mean the
materizl world, matter itself as oprosed to God,
for we thus wounld fa2ll into a dualism, with God being
£00d snd all matter ovil.l7? Tnetead the entire
context secems to present the personsl oxr animate
gide of the picture, the world thus being controlled
by Satan and the oppositc, the kingdom of God, being
guided by the holy and righteous God.

175. cf, Alford, Herry, Op. Oit., Vol. 4, p. 443-444,
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At any rate, this is the batile between the
#ood and evil in mzan, The good iz the faith we have
in Chxist. The evil iz our ovm sinfnl Tlesh a2nd th
evil world about uns, Hanifestation of our faith in
a Christisn life demande of us that we abstain from
evil and Ffollow that which is good,.

The Ffourth manifestation of the Chydistian 1life
in ite battle with the old man is the neir ohedience of
the Christian to the precepts of God.

This spokcn of by John when he says, "ind
hereby we do Iknow théf we know Him, if we keéﬁ‘his
commandments, "L10  amyy whoso-Ireepeth His word, in
him verily is the love of God perfected: hoeoxrsby
know we that we are in Fim, "L1T7 "hosoever is born
of God doth not commit sing for His seed remsineth
in him: and he canrot =in, beceuse he is born of
G0, "1T8 rpor thie is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments: and His commandments are
nots grievuus."lvg "7 yajoiced greatly that I found
of thy children walking in truth as we have received

a comnandnment from the rathor, 180 "ang this is

John 2,5,
Jghn 359,
179. I John 5,3.
150, II John 4.
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love, thaip we walk after His commendments. This is
the commandment, that, as ye have heard from the
beginning, ye should walk in it."181
The matber of new obediance, of co_% s brings

us to that section of John's thought in ﬁié‘three
epigtles which deals with tbﬁ?ncw man as far as he
is in power in the heart of man over the old man,-
the sinfunl nature. Uithout this daily dro;ning of
the old sinful nature through repentance and receiv-
ing forgiveness threough faith in Christ, which is

art of the woxk .of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God, there could be no new obadience to the law
the old man, the ginful

2

nature, are in direct opposivion to what God would

off God, Tor the thoughis of

have ue do. Thue John hers rpeaks of the Chmistisn

in whom the Spirit has worked faith to accep% Chris?
ae HWis Savior from gin. EHe is a redeemed and saved

parson, and in 2}5 heart the Spirit of C%rist, WOXlc=
ing through the Word of Cod which he hears and reads
and studies, brings about the victoxy‘of the new man
over the old sinful flesh, é?his gnables the Chxrist-

izn bto lead a godly life ané to abougd in good worlks.

°
In so f=2xr as his new being, the new man in the Christ=
T

ian, is coneerned, his life iz perf®T and holy. But

181, II John 6. . .

o
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“hic victory is never completc because the old man
constantly remains ¥o.harass the spiritual security
of the Chrlistizn, Thus when John speaits here of
"weeping His Commandments" and "walking in the Truth®
and of being "born of God....he canrfot sin, beccuse
he is born of God," he is speaking of the new spirit-
ual side of man's dusl neture, of hils obedience to the
precentes of God and hie degire to pleacse God :-*.;i'l:i: a
Life of deovotion and serviee and is not including in
the picture the old sinful flesh which hatesz Cod and
the things pexrtaining to God. Veldner sume matters
up very well when he says in connection with 3,9,
"John here has in mind the Pavline dietinection bhe=-
tween Ythe old man!' and 'the new man, which is being
renewed unto knowledge aftex btiie imsge of Him that
created him' (“phesians 4,22-24; Colossians 3,8-10)
essesthere is an abeolute antagonism betwesn the

now man born of God and comitting sin.  The new

msn cannot sin, --when the believer comnits sin it
iz the woxic of 'the old man, which waxeth corrupt
after the lusts of decelt.'" (Fphesians 4,22)182

Or as Frebzmann states, "When thie regeneration this.
new birth, has besn achieved, then it is true that
such a child of God, according to the new, divine

182. Weidner, R. F., Intheran Comuenbary, Vol. 11,

P. 3507,
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naturec which he has in himgelf, cannot esin, cannot
be forced beck into the slave:ry of pin.™83 ghe
obher pasvv'ee, like 3,9, speak of the same matter,
using slightly d@ifferent approsches and bwistes,
However, all xevalve avound . this passage which is
the main point of discussion.

How is <hls new obasdience woxked? We have dis-
cnesed thoroughly the working of the fpirit through
Yhe means of gracs, the lord of God. Suffice it to
say here that when John saye, "for His seed remaineth
in him,® he is reforring most probebly to the Word
Cod as God's seeé in the heart of the Chrigtian
Viost commentators adopt this interprebztion of o"h‘&tpﬁuk
and those who disagres do z2o only to apply it to the
Spirlt iﬁsclf184 or olse becausa they belisve i%
applics %o all who have becn boxn of God abiding in
GGod now.185 Barnos has this to ssy: "The word sced
(& 'lYE-(PM.*. ) means propexrly szed sown, as of grain,-
plantes, trees=-=--=-=It is applied in the Few Testa-
ment to the Woxrd of God, ox . the Gospal, as that

ich produces effsescts in the heart and life similexr
to what secd that is sown does,"186 mho goed of the

183, Kretzmann, P. E., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, »n. 568.
184. Weidner, Op. Cit., Vol. 11, ». 307.

185, ilexander, in Spesker'!s Commentary, cf. Twpositor!s

Greck Testament, Vol. 5, p. 185.

186. Bernes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 318.
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Word of God, tThen, which produces and preserves
faith in the Christian's heart brings about this
condition of obedience %o the law of God in which
the new man, since it ié "born of God," cannot sinl .
That is what John says concerning the new obedience
of the Christian as a manifestation of the Christian
life,

Pifthly, John spenize to us also of purity of
doctrine in his thoughts on the battle betwesn tha
evil and the good in man after his conversion., He
says, "Iittle children, it iz the last time: and
as ye have heard that Antichriet shall come, =ven
now are there many sntichiristss whereby we know that
it is the last time., They went outv from us, but
they were not of usj for if they had been of us,
they would ne doubt have contimued with us; but
they went out, that they might be made manifesrt tThat
they were not all of us."187 "tho i=s a liar but he
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is Anti-
christ, that denisth the Father and the Son. Tho-
soever denieth the fon, the s:zme hath not the Father:
he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath the Pather alen,
Likewise in chapter four John says, "Beloved, believe

187, I John 2,18-19.
188. I John 2,22-23.

1188




not every spirit, dbut try the spirits whether they
are of God:s because many fslsr prophets are gone .
out into the world. Hereby know yé the €pirit of
Fodl! Tvery spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh is of God: and every spivit
thot confesseth not that Jesue Christ ie come in
the flesh ie not of God: and this is that spirit
off Aantichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should
comea; and oven now already is it in the world. Ye
are of God, little children, and have overcome thems
bacause greater is He that is in yon that he that is
in the world. They are of the world: therefoxre
gpeak they of the world and the woxld heaxeth them.
e are of God: he that ¥noweth God heareth us; he
that iz not of God heaveth not us. Hereby know we
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error."lag
Also in hie second and third epistles this matier
receives the attention of the insrired apostle,
"Ror many deceivers ave entered into the world, who
confes= not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,
Thig ie a deceivaer and an Antichrist, Look to your-
selves, that we lose not those things which we have
wrought, but that we receive a full reward., Uho=-

soever transgres=zeth and abideth not in the doctrine

189. I John 4'1"6.
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of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Chxiesl,; he hath both the Pather and the
Son. ITf there come any unto you 2nd bring not this
doctrine, raceive him not into your houssz, neither
id him God speed: TFor he that bidéeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil dceas, ™30 "I wrote
unto the church: but Diotrephes who loveth o have
the presminence among them, receiveth us not, Thiere=-
fore, 1f I coms, I will remember his desds which he
doeth, prating against ue with maliclious words: and
not content therewith, neither doth he himself re-
ceive the brethren and forbiddeth them that would, -
and easbeth them out of the church."191

What John saye hera of the false teaching,
voth f£rom within the church, as in the case of the
proud Miotrephes, and from without, as in the case
of the Gnostic philosopher:, is anothesr phase of
the conflict between the new =and the old man, The
new soiritual being ies 2lwaye readcy té accept conly
the true ard good. The o0ld sinful flesh is easily
swayed into unbelief, falsehooor, and error.

But the matters which John treats here avre
vital to 211 Christians of all agss, not only to
thosc of the time in which he was writing. He spesks

190. -II John T=11
191, III John 9-10,
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of far reaching princinles by which all Christians
mey judge the truth. John tells his readers that .
they had been warned, just as we flso have been warned,
th=t Antichriste would appesr in the church 2nd with-
out the church in the latter days. He says of thenm
that thoy went out from them but were not of them,
Although once members of the mame body of Christians,
they had changed in mind ané heart anéd went ount of
the church to show the world that they were not one
with them, Then John proceeds to call those neople
lisrs who deny that Jesus Christ was born_in the
flesh, He might have been referring here to the
exror of Cerinthus, referred o in the discussion of
Cnosticiem abnve,192 or everni to Gnosticism in general,
At any rate, the readers to whom John addressed these
woxds ¥new which errorxrists he meant. They denied
the delty of Christ., They refused to accent Jesus
of Fazareth whom Paul and Timothy: and now: John had
preached to them, as the essiah, the Christ, and in
doing this they denied even the Father and made
liare out of themselves, Likewiss, in the s=econd
passage, John speaks of those spirits who are not of
God. and who are false prophets. Agz=in the special
form of error is the denial of the diving nature in

192, cf. Above, Introductory Material, ppr. 5=T.
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Chxrist, of the fact that God came inbto the woxld

in the flesh, This may have besn written against

tThe Tocetae particularly which matbter also has been
disoussed above, 19 They belisvad particularly that-
Jasues was not a real person but that He jus=t seamed
to exist, Bubt in this connection John bxinzs nut.
the fact that Cod, in the Christian, overcomes the
ovil =2nd the error becauze He is stronger ‘than the
error, In pointing this cut, John shows narticul=xrly
well the fact that those Christians who are of God
ara in direet ovposition to the world and in this
way the Christisn can easplly discern the spirit of
t7uth, from the enirit of error, As long as we are
of God and as long as we abide in Him and let His
Word be the guide of our knbwladge and life, we will
be sure of being of the spirit of twmth and will
"try the spirits, whether they are of God." In the
paseage from Second Jchn, he points out the additional
thought thot we who have the truth must not =ccept
any of those who come to us preaching error, muet
not tolerate them in oux» hones, muset not support them
in any way, but must on the othexr hand remain sloof
from them and testify to the t;uth, thus refuting

193, ef. Above, Introduction, p. 5-7. also ci. Darnes,

Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 328.
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the falsehoonds they are trying to disseminate., The
apostle has 1;kewisé, in this cése, warned. then against
-thoze who do not accepf the fact that Jesus Chfisf
the fon of God actually cams in the flesh in the

form of Jesus of Wazarcth, He tells them to look

to themsgelvaes lest they lose everything which thaey
alraady had by accepting this ervor which was being
taught among them. In the fouxth passage John points
out to a certain Gaius, to whom he is writing in the
third epistle, thet even withir the church thewe asre
those who are errorists and mislead the Christians,
He smpeakes of Tiotyepheas who had worldly ambition and
pride as his main draw-backs, He liked to be first
among the Christians and as a result, eny of the

Ch

4

ietiane who received John =nd his repregentatives
ae thelir leaders wexre put oult of the chureh by this
men vwho evidently attemptzd to usurp authority over
the affeirs of the church without due warrant Ffor
this authoxrity. All of this discussion by John
merely points ont .one inpertant fact. That is, that
any errorist, from within or without, grest or small,
ie dengerous and is to be avoided if at all poscsible,
The gpirit of error heas nothing in conmeon with the

apizrit of truth and therufore the two should never




-TB=

be mingled and can never be mingled withont the los=
of the truth. ¥rror has nothing to lose, truth has,
Por the Christians of today this is pertinent and
very important and all of ue must think carefully

on these points and remember The adnonition of the
apostle, "Look to yourselveﬂ; that we lose not those
things which we have wrought, but that we receive a
Tull rewaY@eeensees F0r he that biddeth him God spead
is partsker of hig evil dacds, "194

Thue John discusses the problem of the battle
between the false and the »ure in doctrine, The
Christian must ever be on guard against erxor in
doctrine, for like in the vathtle of sin itself, tha
old einful reason and flesh of man is always will=-
ing to listen to any and every sberration of the
truth of Godls Worxd. So we must keep ourselves
strong in the truth which God has given us and always,
with the Spiritte help, scek the good and true con=-
corning Christ end forsake the avil and those that
teach Talsely.

Phe sixth phase of the batile between the new
and the old man which we will discuss from Johints
epietles ie the confidence of the Christian. John
speake of this in several nlaces in psrticunlar wihen

194, II dJohn 8 and 11,
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he says, "Herein is our love made perfect, that we
inay have boldners in the day of judgemncnt: becau::'e,
as He is, so are we in this world, UThere is no fea
in love; but pexrfect love cacteth oubt fear: beecause
fear hath torment. He thit feareth iz not made
nexrfeet in love.“lgs and now, little children,
abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, we may
nave confidence, and not be ashemed before Him at
His coming. n196 "Reloved, if our heart condemn us
not, then have we confidence toward God. And what-
soever we ask, we receive of Him, becasuse we keep
Hie commandments, and do those things that are plezs-
ing in His i!_’,'ht."lg? “and this is the confidence
that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything accord-
ing Lo Hies will, he heayreth ne: And if we know that
lie hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the peotitions thet we desired of Him, n198

The first two passages speak particularly zbout
the holy boldner: and confidence which we as Chyist-
ians have in the day of Judgement when the Loré, tThe
righteous Judge sh=ll come to the earth to separate
the good from the evil and bring the in}_'zez-ite-.nce of
eternal life to all His servants. 1In all four pas-
sages the word -(7['* P P h b'(,.o\ i=s used which means,

195. I John 4,17-18.
196. I John 2,28,

197. I John 3,21-22,
198. I John 5,14-15.
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"free and Tesrless confidence, cheerful courage,
boldnese, aseurance, 29 The particular boldness
and confidence spoken of in the first two pascs=ges
resulte Trom perfect love of God. As Barnes snys,
"The idea is, thet he who has true love to God will
have nothing to fear in the day of judgemen®, and
may even approach the awful tribunal where he is

to receive the sentence which shall determine hig
everlasting destiny withount alaxm, 200 g4 this per-
fect love which the new man of the Chyistian has to
God fills him with firm reliance on Christ's merits
to gain him an everlesting crovn in heaver, for per-
Taet love can only be nresent where there is firm
Taith in Christ as the Savior and Redeemex., Again
John ig speaking exclusively of the new man., To the
moxrtal human being, with both a new spiritual dbeing
and an old sinful fiesh, such a psrfeet love is
immossible. But though the boldness of the Christ-
izn may be less in degres than that of which John
speake here, nevertheless, the Christian with faith
in Chriet and love to God mey be confident of an
ebernal rewsrd becsuse of the atonement of Christ
and thue may lock forward to death =and the Tinal

199. 'I"WC‘Z', Op. Gitp, De 491.
200. Barmes, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 334.



Judgenant with boldness and courage of conviection,
even tThough the old rinful flesh causes ue to tremble
and be afraid when c'icsa'l:h. faces ue, dJohn aﬁds in fhis
comnection that we shall "not be ashamed before Him

at iz coming," 2he Christian with firm faith and
love to God need never be ashamed before (od, for,
although he himeesl?f is still woxthlege and vile, he
navartheless relies nltogether on the love of God in
Chxist and Christ's perfect atonement. We neeﬁ not be
ashamed because through our faith in Christ we present
to God the woxk of Christ as our own work. In the
Lirst vassage quoted, Johin adds two other thoughts
vhich beg our a'l:t;ea:tion. "Mhere is no fear in loves

verfeet love casteth out fear," and alsoc "Because

#

eg He is, so are we in thie woxld." By stating that
perfeet love casts out any idea of fear because fear
has torment or punishment, John means ©o say that
the Christisn who loves God knows that his sine are
Torgiven for Chxist's sake ard thus this love has
no room for the fear and dread of punishment, As
I{re'bzm:mn' states, "Thus the love of God, as it be-
comes perfect in our hearbs,' casts out all slavish
dread, since it provers 'to us that we no longer have
any punishmeni to fear: The punishment has been

borne, and therefore fear =imply cannot exist any
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longer."201l tvnen he seys, “Becsuse as He is, =20 are
we in this world," John points oub that Christ is
the reagon vhe Chrisbion ‘has such boldunese and con-
fidence in the dsy of judgement. As Weldner says,
"IT wo sre perfect in love we know that we are in
Chriet, =nd that Chriet is in us, and ae His, nature
iz love, and we are like Hin, we ne=d not fear Iils
jndgennt."202 phis cimilarity betwsen Chriszt and

us, theugh we are still ir this world, makes us con-

3

Tidert that we will not be condemned. The spimilarity
ie the fact that Cod's love in Chxist has given us
the some wightecusness which Chryist Himself h=d.
snrned and thevefove, with the same righbteousnsss as
Chrigt, we cannot be condamed, As Alford says,
M. eeewnerein is the likeness spoken of to be found?
ot ins.se..but in that we arﬂ righterus as He is
righteous, 2,29; 3,3£L; 3,10, 3,22."203 Thus John
in these two pass:uges points out. the boldness,
courage, and fearlessness even in the face, of the
etermal judgement which every Chxistian hae as the
result of his fe;_t‘l'.h in Chriet and his love To God.
In the obther two passsges which use the word
‘n'd\P PQ O'l:.k y & different kind of boldness and

201. I’J‘.'P'bzmann, Pl Fie ’ 0'0. 011;. [ VOlo 2, P 574
202, We:ldner, R. E‘I., ND. Cito, Vol. 11. De 520.
203. A].forﬂ, On. Cit. 3 Vol. 4' Pe 494-
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con_fi&enca; iz spoken of, It is 2 confidence which
comes from the knowledge of the foxglveness of our
sins through the merits of Chriest., As a resvlt of
this knowledge we have boldnezs and confidence again
in our relations Ho God, becausc as a result of
Christ's redeunptive work, peace once mores hac baen
cetablished botween God and man, In the two pucsages
cited, the perticular dizplay of this confidence in
God is in the foxm of petiticns and requestz pl=ced
at Hie throne, Our heart does not condamn us beooouse’
our conscience is clear in the ¥nowledge that God

hre Torgiven us our sins., We ask, and we receivae of
Him, OFf course the asking must be done according To
His will, 2s the other passage pointe out, As Barnes
ramarks, "The declaration here made must be under-
stood with these linmitations: 1) That we ask in a
proper manner, James 4,33 -ard 2) That the thing
asited ghall be sueh as will b:: congistent foxr God

to give; that is, such as He shall ses to be best
for us, I doin 5,14. 1204 o have this ém‘::“i@.n-»ce
because we know we are Godles children and as God's
children "kecp Hi= commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in His sight." It is not because
we do these things that we are confiden® of being

204- Bmes’ 020 Cito’ V'Dl. 10. PI 3250
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heard in our petitions, but because we do theee
things we Xnow we are God's children and as a loving
Tather, God hears the netitions and recuszsts of His
obedient chiléren. As Alford says, "They (good
woxks) are the measure of our Chrirtian life: accord-
ing to thelr abundance, so is our accesr to God, so
is our reward Ffrom Cod: ILor they ars the steps of
our likeness to God. Vhatever is attributed to thenm
as an efficlent cauee, is attributed not to u=, but
Yo Him whose fruits they are., Because Christ is thus
manifested in us, God hears our prayers, which He
only hearg for Christ's sake: because His Spirit
works thus ecbundantly in ue, He listens to our
prayer, which in that measure has become the voice
of Hieg Spirit. So that no dsgree of efficacy at-
tributad to the good worke of the child of God

need eurprise us: it is God recognizing, God vin-
diecating, God multiplying, God glorifying, His own
worl in us."20% - fhus thie boldness and confidance
in the matter of prayer likewise rests on the faect
thot Christ is our Savior and Redeemer and thronugh
Hies righteousnesr the Christizn is heard at the
throne of God when he aske with a strong and trme
faith, "strong because he asks with boldness and

205. Alford, Op. Cit., Vol. 4, p. 482,
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confidence, and true becaure he gives evidapee of

it by doing the will of & nod, 206

ek

Put we

n
(]

2e in the seventh place how John likce-
wiee volnts out the joy of the Christian ar 2 mani-
festation of the Christisn 1ife. He says in three
rasgeages, "ind these thinge wxite we unto you that
vour Joy may be full."207 "TPoxr I rejoliced greatly
when the brethren ceme and Vestified of Tthe tamth
thet is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth,
T have ne grester joy than $o hear that my children

walk in truth."éoa

Meseobut T truet to come to youm,
ané epear face to face that our Jor mey be £ul1, 209
tthen John wrote thoese pacssges, end partienlarly the
firvet one, he undoubtedly recalled thﬁ words of Jdesus
which he himself recoxded in his ﬁn@pnl, shese
thinge have I spoken unto you, Tthat ny Joy might
remein in you, and thet your Jjoy might be quJ."zlo
Fow Cheistl's worxds had come truel %hrough the Com-
forter, the Holy Spirit, the disciples had beeon
£illed with joy which carried them through the deop-
eat hunen sorrows. Now John wrxites to his beloved

206, Weldner, Op. Cit., Vol. 11, p. 312,
207. I John 1,4.

208, III John 3.4.

209. II John 12.

210. John 15,11,
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1ittle children in the faith that their joy too mizht
be full. Pellowship with Chirst, about which John
epeaks in the verses preceding, results in happinecs
and joy. "Thelir joy would be complete if they had
that; for theixr real happiness was Yo be found in
their Fa&ior."2ll ¥his fellowship with Chxist, being
sure that man, for Christ's szke, was reconciled again
with God, this assurance of forgiveness of sins and
everlasting life, this knowledge that Chxist is our
brot er and God is our Fether, "will ever have the
same affect upon the Chriestians, namely, that of
making their Jjoy in faith comnlate and nexrfect, of
canging them to xrest their galvation in Christ and
their heavenly Pathexr without the slightest hesita-
tion ox doubt, of imparting to them that inexprese-
ible happiness of faifh which no man can take from
the believers, which they rstain in the very midst
of misery end tribulation,"1? ohat is the joy of
the Christian]! The messzge of Christmasg, the mes-
saze of Good Friday, the message of Faster morning,
the megsage of Ascension Tay, yes, the message of
the great triumphal Judgement Day = thot is The jpy
of the Chrietisn for it is the message of Christ's

21l. Barnes, Op. Cit., Vol., 10, p. 282. cf. Barnes,
v°1. 2' I,. 35b.
212. Kretmann’ ..1‘:". .7..’ OE. C'-i't., v°1n 2’ p. 5580
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love for us, Just as Paul exclaimed, "For me %o
live ie Christ,"213 so everything which for the
Christian is joyful and happiness iz centersd in
Chyist, in living for Him and to Him alone! dJohn
rejoiced in Chyist., He iejoiced in the Tact that
goon he might be eble to ses hisz £:llow Christians
Tace to face.. He rejolced in the fact that Gaiune,
whnom he had evidently instrucitsed in the faith, was
remaining true to Christ in all things, I zm ra=-
minéed here strongly of the well known posm which
g0 beautifully illusitrates the Joy of the Christion
in Chrigt the Savior--

Good Chidisiisn men, rsjoicel
With heart and soul and voice,
Give ye heed to what we sayl
Hews! Hews!

Jesus Christ is born today

Ox and ass befors Him bow

And Be is in the mangexy now
Christ is born todayl

Good Chyistian men, rejoicel
With heart and soul and voice,
low y2 hear of endless blise
Joy! Jdoyl

Jesus Christ was born fox this,
He hath op'edéd the heavenly door
And men is blessed evermorc.
Christ was born for thisl

Good Christian men, xsjoicel
With heart and soul and voice,
Now y= need not fear the grave
Peacel! Peacel

Jesue Christ was born Lo szave,
Calls. you one, and c=2lls you all
o His everlasting hall

Christ was born to savel

213, Fhilippians 1,21,
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Thus John pictursze foxr us the naonifestations of
the Chrietian life in the battle between the new and
the old man in us. But we procoed to discuss John's
thoughtse concerning the manifestation of the Chirst-

imn life in the relation of the Chiristian with his

As a esecond manifestation of the Chyigtian life,
Johr points out the entire field of the Christlants
welation to his fellowman,

Firet John sghows us in many beautiful passages
that ag the result of the love of God for sinful
mankind in sending Christ Jesus into the world as
the favior snd Redeemer; and as the result of the
gracious woxlking of the Holy Spixrit in the heart of
man instilling faith =znd trust in Christ as the
Savior from sin, there will be enkindled in man by
the nower of the same Spirit working through the
Word, a burning love for onelsg fellovmen,

It all goes bzck to'the giving of the Law qf
God FTirst in man's heart and then on the tables of
stone on Yount Finsi, The second table dealt with
men's relabtion to his neighbor. "Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself,"214 is the way Christ re-
peated thic second part of the Law of God. Since

214, Tatthew 22,39 of. Leviticus 19,18,
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man is o sinful being, this law has never been kent
perfactly. Bubt Christ kept it perfectly for us.
With the conversion of a person to faith in Christ
by the power of the Holy Ghost, Christ begine %o
dwell. in the Heaxbe of the individual, malting him
a Christian, God-fearing man. #ith the ald of this
indwelling Spirit working through the means of grace,
the Christian, according to the new man, loves his
neighbor and his brethren. as himself,

#iret Johin spealre in soveral places of love
for one another, "For this is the mess=ge that ye
henrd Trom TGhe beginning, that we should love one
enother,"15  Uang 4his ie His commandment, that we
should beliceve on the name of His Son Jesus Chyist,
and love one another, as He gave us comnandment.” 216
Then in the fouxth chapler John has a leong and par=-
ticularly beautiful passage on love for one's naeigh-
boxr when he says, "Beloved, let us love one another:
for love ic of Gody and everyone thal loveth is born
of God, and ¥noweth God, He thet loveth not lknowath
not Godj; for God is love. In This was manifeet the
love of God toward us, because that God sent hiz only
bezotten Son into the woxrld, that we might live

215. T John 3,11,
216. I John 3,23.
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through Him, THereln ig love, not that we loved God,
but that fAe loved us, and zent His Son to De the
propitiation for our sinss Belovaed, if God so loved
us, woe ought also to love one anothew, Iio man hath
gscen God at any time. If we love one another; God
dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us,

' Hereby know we that we dwell in Him and He in us,
becanee He hath given us of His Spirit. 4aAnd we have
seon and do bestify that the Pather sent the Son to
be the Savioxr of the world. Vhosoever shall con=-
fens that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in
him and he in God. And we have khown ané beslieved
the love that God hath o us. fod is love; and he

b

tha

nt dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him,"217 1n the second and Hhird epistles John
likewise hzs two referencss. He says, "end now I
beseach thee, lady, net as though I wrote a new
commandment unto thee, buh that which we had from the
beginning, that we love one anothor, 1218 "ﬁelov:ﬂ,
thou doest faithfully whatsoecver tﬁou dcest to the
brethren and to strangers.“Elg

John is here spoaking of the trait which sets

217- I JOh.n 4,7-160
218. II Jonnn 5.
219, III John 5.
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reople in the woxld about them. ILove is the essen-.
tial thing in the religion of the Christian., Tais
love in the heart of the Christian, which has been
Irindled there by the renewing and renovating work
of the Holy Spirit, sets him apaxri from the sur-
roundings in which he lives, It makes him a differ-
ent person entirely. As Barnes ssy=s, "In none of
these cases had love for each other beepn the dis-
Tinguisining and peculiaxr badge by which thsy were
known. (He had spoken of the distinguishing marks
ol Jews, vhilosophers, and military men, ets.)

But in the ecase of the Christisns, they were not ‘o
be ‘nown by distinetions of wealth, or learning, or
fzmes they were not to agpire to eaxrthly distinc-
tiony but they were to be distinguiched by tender
and congtant atiachment to esch other., This was %o
surmount 211 distinotiorn of country, of color; of
rank, of office, of sect. Here they wexre to Ffeel
that they were on a level, that they had common
wante, were redeemed by the same sacred bloeé, and
going to the same heaven, They were to befriend
each other in triale, be careful of each other's
 feelings and reputaticn, and deny themselves to
promote each othexs welfare."22° The fact that a

220. Barnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 337.
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pexreon loves his neighbor as himeelf was the dis-
tinguishing maxk in those days and is still today,
A Chrietian ie known to be such because he loves
his neighbor, Hls life of love is a legible "epistle
of Christ =-- written not with ink, bu¥t with the
Spirit of the living God; not in tz2bles of stone,
but in fleshy tables of the heaxt,"221

In the first of our pescages John advises his
re=derg that this is nothing new but is a messege
which they have heard from the beglnning, sinece the
Gospel of Chriet came.to thelr midst, Again.in the
second pagsage the idea of this admonition to love
being not a new thing which.John was urging upvon
then, but the commandment of God Himself, is brought
out. Thig ie the £ v<o\% of God. Yeny times
n Scripbure this is referred to., Barnes says, "In
all these places the command of Jesus is repeated
or referred to, and it shows that the first discinyles
congideaeraed this indeed ag the pecnliar law of Chiiet, 1222
It iz 2 commandment of God and of Christ that we
shonld love our neighhor as oursclves,

In ‘the lengthy passage cuoted from the fouxrth
chapter, John enters upon - detailed picture of love,
love of (tod to mon, love of man %o God, =nd love of

man for hig fellovmean,

221. II Corinthians 3,3.
222. Bﬂmes, .Albcl‘t, OPQ C&En, VOJ-. 2. 1)0 357-338.




He seems bo be pointing out specifically in
these passages love for those who belisve in Christ
with ne, If it is love for "one another" "it is
returned as soon as it is bestowed."223 This ig
brought out still more clearly when we seas that
John speaks of this love exhibiting the fellowship
we have with God. He says we have béen "born from
God." Our love for one anoiher shows that we have
becn made a membexr of God'e family through oux
adoption as children of God.224 But indirectly
all men are included in this. As Lenski points out,
"Thore is no need to worxry about our loving also
our neighbor, who is not a Christian, God loves
all men, and yet lie loves His= children by bestowing
all monner of loving gifts on them. He loves <then
in a wey in which He cannot love the wicked. This
is also true with regaxrd to us."225

The high spot of this eniire passage comes in
verse eleven when John sums up the entire matier
with, "Beloved, if God =o loved us, we ought also
to love one another," HNotice that he himself offers
them hig own example, He introduces his words here

223. Lenski, R, C. H., Op. Cit., p. 505.
224, of. I John 3,1 ff.
225, Lenski, R. C. H., Op. Cit., D. 505.
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and in verse seven with the familiar; "Beloved,"
Then, us Ienski pointe out, the conditional sentences
"is one of reality. To think of putting an uncer-
tainty into it, %o ﬁpem of difficulty in rendering
it into Tnzlisn, to let this '"if' mean: 'if it Dbe
true! (Fnglish subjunctive,) is to misunderstand the
Greck condition of reality. 'If thus God did love
us! memns: God déid thus love us, and I submit thie
fact to you wiho will not, like the Antichwist, for
ona moment deny that thus he loved us. The emphasis
is on ob’tws s 'thus,! sending His Son, the Cnly
Begzotten, that we may live through Him, in order
thet His Son'might shed His blood in e@ia‘hion Toxr
our sine, so thalt, cleansed from them,-; we live
indeed, 1226 !

Therefore the second part of Johng's statenent
is like a conclusion to this ccnﬁi‘tion; of reality,
"wo ought also to love one anothexr,™ Tt would be
well here to point out that this love is not merely
prompted from a splrit of return Tor something given
us, or & spirit of fair play and spoxrtesmanship on
our pert. Since God so loved us, we on our part

now out of falrnes- ought to retnrn this love and

226. Lenskli, R, C. H., Op. Cit., ». 513-514.
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also love our neighbor as He would -have us do. To,
this passage, as othexjsf of Scripfure elearly indicate
that what is meont is the fact thet the love of God
ig the motivating power which has been plac'ed ab

our disposal through the woxrlk of renovation snd re-
newing accomplished by the Spirit of God through

Hie VWord, This is the motivating principle of love
to our neighboxr, the Gospel of Christ, the good new
of His atonement for us which makes us new creatures,
born again in Christ Jesusg, dedicated anew to the
taglkr of fulfilling the desires of God, This is love
Tor one's fellovman, prompied by the love of Ged
which hag takoen possession of our hearts.

In ‘the other two passages mentioned before from
Second znd Third John we have reference agsin to the
thought of the love which Jdohn is urging being a

_ conmandment of God end also the new thought of love
manifest wpon strangers as well as on brethren,
doln compliments CGaiue and telles him thet those good
things which Gaius does to the brethren as well as
to strangers have becn brought to his attention and
he gays that he ie doing thesge things "faithiully,"
Acte of love which Geius was performing were to be
commended highly and his example to be followsd by

all men,

B s o S S
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L second group of passages which we will .consider

se a slightly diffcrent terninology but mean about
the same thing. "Again, a new commandment I write
unto you, which thing is true in Him and in you:
because the darkness ig past and the true light
now shineth, He that saith he 1 in the light, =nd
hateth his brother, ie in daxr¥ness even until now.
He that loveth his brothex abideth in.ths light and
there irs none occacion of stumbling in him., Pub he
that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh
in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because
that daxlmess hath blinded his eyes."22T "y know
thet we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren, ¥He that loveth not his brother
abideth in denth,."228 vIf o men say, I love God, and
hateth hie brother, he is 2 liar: Ifor he that loveth
not his brother whom he hath scen, how can he love
Goﬁ-whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have
we Trom Him, thot he who loveth God love hies brother
ale0."229  wpy this we know thet we love the children

of God, when we love God and keep His commandments, 1230

227. I John 2,8-11.,
228, I John 3,14,
229, I John 4,20-21
2350. I John 5,2,




i!n97-‘-|

"Tthe elder unto the sleet lady and her children, whon
I love in the truths and not I only, hﬁf also all.
thay th~t have lnorm the truth,"2351 . .

Here John ures the temm '3.&»\ 41;5 o It seenms
to point partiounlarly to the neople of the same fﬁith.
As Barnes says, "The word brother seecms here to refer
o those who profeseed the same religion., The woxd -
is indeed sometimes uged in a larger sonse, bulb the
refarence here appears tno be to that which is properly
brothexly love among ﬁariﬁtians."zsa Thayer 1s sven
more explicit in saying, "( :IS'E. 3 40’3 ) a fellow-
believer, united to another by the bond of affection;
g0 most frecunently of Chrxistianeg, constiitubing 2s it
wore but 2 single familyteeeenayet in the phrzseology
of John it has reference to the new 1life nnito which
men are begobter mgain by the efficlency of e common
Tather, even God."233 So John is here spealking par-
ticul=xrly of love to those who are children of the
Father in heaven Just as we a2lso are sons of God,

In the first pasesge John points out that hatred
is eynonymous with being in dnryiness and love iz the
same ag walking in light. By this comparison John
sucke Lo show th t the person wheo thinke he is a2

23]-. II JOhn 1.
2%2. Barnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 294,

235. Thayer, Op. Cit., ». 1ll.
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true Christion and walks in the light and yet hatee
his brother, is in rsality in darkness and the error
of his blindnese chows that the true Christian spirit
iz not in him. One who loves his brethren has re-
colved the spivit of true yoligion which is lipht. .
One who hates his brethren is blinded by the dariness
of exrror and falseo conceptions regarfing Christianity
and is made to sthumble and fall over stmbling-blocks
Just as a man grepes in darkneess. not being caxtain
viiether his next step ie safe or not, Barnes gives
ue & fine statement regarding this when he gays,

"The ancient systems of error; under which men hated:
each other, have passed awsy, =nd you are brought

mio the licght of the true religion. Onoe you were
in derimess like others; not the light of the pure
#tospel shineg around your, and that recwirse as its
dietinguiehing characteristic, leove, Religion is
oiten represented az lights; znd Christ spoke of Him-
gelf, and was spoken of, =c the light of the wordd, 254
Or as Barnes states fur%hnr; "The command to love one
another wes one of the moet solemn ané earnest which
Chxist ever enjcined; FHe made it the peculinr badge
ef digcipleship, or thet by which His followers were
to be everywhere known, and it is, therefore, imposs=
ible to have any tme religion without love Ho those

234, Barnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, ». 294.
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who are sincérely and tmiy His followers, 239 '.Ie;i._ciner
says, "Por where hatred :!.r- thexre can be no fellowehip,
and vihere there ie no light there is darkness, 1236

In the second paseage John spesks, of love of the
brethren as proof of the fact that we have passed
from death into 1life. 3By "death" and "1life" John
means, of course, spiritual death and spiritnel life,
Leneki »oints this out py saying, "God's grace, His

thers

Spirit, His Word led us oubt of the one into the o
veing spiritually dead, we were made snivituslly
alive, n237 The evidance of the fact that we oxe now
eniritn=1ly 2live is thet we love the brethren., If
there is the woxking of God's Spirit in our heaxt
through the VWord =nd the acceptance of thies grecious
working then we have been brought from spiritusl

denth to spiritual life. VYhat dohn means by spiritual
death we can gsee fromn what he writes to the church at
fardis in his Revelation, ".....I know thy vorks,

that thou hast a nome that thou livest, and axt

dead. 238 Whet John means by spixitu=l life we s=e
Prom his renorbting of Christ's statenent, "He thot
hearoth My VWord, and believeth on Him that sent Ile,

255, Ibid, p. 294,

236. iWeidner, R. F., Iutheran Commentary, Vol. 11, p. 288.

237. IlenSE:i’ R. cn H-,'OP. citl’ ?- 477'
238, Revelation 5,1
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hath everlasting 1life, and shall not come unto con-
demnation but is passed from death unto life,"239
Or as Paul says, "Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he 1s a new cresture: old things are nassed away;
behold, all things are become new. 0240 Ghue John
here spesks of spiritusl life z2nd love as running
hand in hand. If one has been renewed and re-born
under the influence of God's grace, Christian love
will also be present. -

In the third pasesage John becomes very force=-
ful and d,\m:am:l.c.. He minces no worde in telling his
readers that the person wiho Thinks he can love God
=nd hate his brother at the same time, is a lisr}
Eis arpumentation is simnle and direct. How can a
pexrson gay he loves God whom he has never seen and
Yet hate hieg brother whom he has seen. Alford says,
"Put in a brief foxm, the argument,....ig this: His
love has begotten us anew in love: in this 'us' are
included our brethren, objects of our daily sight:
if 'l:.‘ierefor::: we do not love them, we do not love
Him,"241  syfora likewise noints to the connection
botween this verse and the fourth verse cuoted above

when he shows ‘that in the latter the argumentaiion

239, John 5,24.
240, II Corinthians 5,17.
241, Alford, Henry, Op. COit., Vol. 4, p. 496.
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is just reversed and the love °f. the brethren is ues
as evidence of the love of G_-od. The love _bf God a_nd
the love of the brethren go hand in hand, Alforad -
says, "And indecd so inseoparable are the two, that
as before, chapter four, verse twenty, our love to
our brethren was made a sign and necessary condition
o our love To God, =0 conversely, our love ‘to Cod,
aceexrtained by ouxr keecping lHis commandments, is
iteclf the measurs of our love to the children of
God. Fither of the two being found to be present,
the presence of the other follows,"242  yretmmann
also sums up these two matters well when he noints
out, "It is a comparatively easy matter to love
people whom we see. If we therefore do not love

or are indifferent btoward someone whom we ought to
love, namely all our brethren, then all our pious
protestations regsxding our love toward God are
vain, and we are deceiving ourselves., The main
reason why love toward God cannot exist without love
toward the brethren g given in the words; né this
cormand have we from Him, that he who lovees God
should love also his brother., This is a clcar com=
mand of our Lord Jesus Christ, !’Fqi-thew 2Z2,3%7=-40,

242, Tbid, p. 497.
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The one commandment cannot be without the other,
for the law of God 1s a unit, His will is only one.
To transgress the precept regsrding frothhrlﬁ love
is 1o tranegress the comiandment to love G—od."243
Thus the second part of John's avgument ie also
clear and simples., First he argues from the smalleor,
(love of the brebthren whom we see) to the greater,
(Love of Cod whom we have not seen) and seccondly,
he sygues Tfrom the very cormandment of God through
Christ. As Krebzmann states in the seme discuseion,
"our obligation ie clear.”

The last passage mentionzd from Second John
iz bronght foxrth merely to show Johnts own very
fine example in this metter. He is writing to "the
elect lady" and her children and he says of them
that he loves them in the truth and not only he butb
also all of those that have known the truth. 411 .
this eleet ladies! fellow Christians are included
here., All love her as John himself loves her in
“rue brotherly Christian love. This exemplary treit
on the part of the spostle must have been a great
influence upor those with wiom he came into contact,
¥ot only does he preach love, but he practices vhat

he preaches.

245- Rre'bﬂ!!aﬂn, P, E.’ OE' Citnp Vol. 2' P. 575.
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The second mznifestation of the Christisn life
in the relation of a Christian to his fellownen is
shovm in the Chriectien's sacrifice and unsclfichnees
as a result of this love for all men., This John
refers to vhen he says, "Hereby preceive we the love
of God, becouse He laid dovn Bis life for us: and
wae ought to lsy down our lives foxr the brethren.

But whoso heth this woxld's good, and seeth his
brother have need, ond shutteth up his bowels of
compaseion from him, how dwalleth the love of God

in him? ¥y little childrer, lat us not love in

vword, neither in Vongue: but in deed and in trmth, 1244
dohn shows here that love involves szorifice., Tt
isn't mere philosopliczl speculstion: It isn't

mere highesoundéing tallr and beautiful sentiment,
theourh gentiment has ite definite place. It iz moxe
than thet. It gets dowm to cases. It is life itself,
It is »racticazl selflesrness, sacrifice, and service.

John pointe out here pariticularly the ides that
gince Chyist has loved us so much ‘that He was willing
1o lay down His life for us, we ought also to -love
our brother suffiecicntly thet we too would be willing
to give up our life Pfor him: It brings to mind
Christ's ovm statement, "Greater love hath no man

2440 I JOhn 3,16‘18-
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than this, that a man lay éown his 1ife for his
fricnds."?43  Tove for oux neighbor, desire foxr

hie zofety and welfare, affectlon for him in =211
forns and in all poegible situations should be so :
great that we would be willing to lay dovn our life,
if need be, for our love is the reflection of the
grevt divine love of Christ which showed itaelf

in his enduring the coross for our =alvation,

But John addg another example in the verse be-
fore us., If a person has an abundance of this wexld's
good =arnd soes a brother vho ig in need and refuses
to give even of g abundance for the welfare of the
brother, John very dublously aske, "How dwelloth the
love of God in hin?%" One con almost see the zged

"Apostle of Tove" wyxiting this phrase, his hezd

shaling baolk and forth in sorrow over the impossi- .

r

Lility of such a thing. Yes, not only of our abundance

<

of this woxld's goods are we To ninister to the needs !
of those among our brathren, yes, even sirangers,
viho reculre aid, but also we axe to sacrifice, if

need be. We arve Lo give up comfortes and nlesgures if

we see that thersby we could aid one of the bxethran,
Love demande tunt. Yes, love wants to do that very

thing., Scripture abournds with examples of such

245, John 15,13,
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worthy self-gacrifice and selflessness. There are

the twelve who forsook everything end Tollowed Gh¥ist.245
There is Paul who gave up po=sible wealth and position
for the CGospel of Christ and the souls of his brethren,247
There is Futh who left here homeland and friends 4o care
for Haomi, her mother=in=law, 248 There ie Moses who
left the pomp and comfort end pleasure of Pharsoh's
court Ffor the wilderness becanse of the sufferings of
hie brethrﬂn.249 And so numerous other examples could
be given., But John, in hies typical love and affec-
tion and gentlerness, caln and wnruffled, yet. fiym znd
exact, adde the admonition, *ry little children, let

us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in tmuth." Iittle children in the faith, whom I
have nourished with nmy teaching of God's Word to you,
John 1= saying, let us not mexely say we love our
brethren, but let us show our love in deeds and actlions
and let us love truly, sacrificing for the brethren,
being solflegse and full of service at all times. Thus
Jonn cshows us that love involves sacrifice, Alexander,
in Fxpositor's Bible, cuotes from Paulus Flagius an

0l¢ Rabbinical saying with which I would olo=z this

246, Waxk 10,28.

247. cf. The account of Paul's early life in acts.
248, Tuth 2,11.

249, Exodus 32,32, cf. Hebrews 11,25,
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section, "He that saith, mine is thine, and thine is
rine, 1s an idiot; he that saith, mine is mine, and
thine iz thine, is moderate; he that saith, mine is
thine, and thine is thine, is charitable; but he that
snith, thine is mine, and mine is mine, is wiclked;
even thought it be only saying it in hie he=xt; to
wish it were so.“250

The third point which we wish to bring out in
the dlecursion of the Dh:%itian's relation to his
fellorvmen is the Christian‘as ég'exawple. John =peaks
of this when he says, "Varvel not, my brethren, if
the world hate you."291 W"neloved, thou doest Trith-
fully whatsoever thru doest To the brethren and to
strangerss which have borne witness of thy charity
before the chureh....."222 MDemctwine hath £ood
report of 211 men, snd of the txmth iteelf."253 Here
John pointe out by Lwo examples and one general
statenent of a negative point thet the Christian is
constantly to be an exemple to the people of the
world zbout him of the prinecinles which Chrietian-
ity maintsins,

In the first passage John gpeaks of the negative
glda, the hatred of the worlé. The world and all it

250. Alexander, "illiam, Expozitor's Bible, Vol. 48,
D. 201-202,

251, I John 3,13.

252, III John 5 and 6.

253. III John 12.
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stands fox is opposed to Ghrdistianity and Chrigtiaon
principles. A Christian who praciices love and
harity and by hils actions shows the world he is a
Christian may expect the hatred and scorn end ridi-
eule of the world, As Barnes neints out, "In en-
Joining the duty of brotherly love on His disciples,
He averts to ths fact that they must expeet to be
hated by the world, and tells them to remember thot

the world hated Him before it hated them,n254

l.-"

Fromn
the vory nature of the world snd the nature of the
hristian thies will be the case., However, this hatred
naed not sursrise ths Christian, In fact, this hetred
iz a Zine testimony to the christian 1ife of the
inGividoual Chyietizn, He is leading .arn exemplary
Christian 1life, one th=t the world doesz not like, to
be sures, hut neverthelasze one that is a living test-
imony to the woxrk of fod's Holy Spirit in the heart
of man, transfoxming and renewlng the heart so that
it becomas the abods of Christ. One must be able %o
lnok at a Christian and obsexvas his lifle and thereby
gce Christ and His mereiful goodness.

In the second passage John is commending Gaius
for his works of charity which have flowed from his

heart £illzd with faith in Christ. He says that the

254, Barnes, Albsrt, Op. Cit., Vol., 10, p. 320.
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etrangers whom Gaivs had befriended, testifizd and
bare witneess of his cherity before the church. Gains,
through his ex-mplary Christisn chsrity, caused glory
to come to Chriazt's church. This brings .out aleso the
fact that the church's best publicity and advertice-
ment is the Christian member., So John here comnends
Galus highly fox being a fine example both to the
brethren and to strangers,

In the thirxdé pascage Temetrineg ies mentioned.

Tittle is knowm of him, but John states that 211 men

hesr 2 gond report concerning TNemetriune and he svidently

hzd a £ine reoatation both on the part of neople who
knew him and of fact, of the truth itself, It was a
reputation foundaed on reality. His deeds 2nd his l1life
agreed with the zTenort which was spread about him.255

Thus he is znother examnle of what it means for the

Christian to lezd an exemplary Christian 1ife which
will cause other neoplz to notice hie principles and

immediately identify him as being 2 diseciplz of Fhrisf.
Paul, in hi= Fpistle to the Fomane, bringe this
point out well. Fa says, "First, I thank my God
throuzgh Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is
spokren of throushout the whole wor1d5"255 "For your
obedirncs is come abroad unto all men; I am glad

256. Fomans 1,8,
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therefore on your 'b'ehalf.. .."25T  tuye, in reporting
of Pavl's journey to Lystra where he found Timothy,
epeaks of Wimothy ae one that was "well reported of
by the brethren thet were at Lystra and Iconium. n258
Thus we see further the importance of the Chriztian
life as an example to brethren ard to strangers
alike,

The Tourth point which we sahll discuss is
Christian hospitality as it is evident in a Christ-
ien's relation Ho his fellowman. dJohn saye in a

passage which we disculled above from slightly 4if-

i-h

exrert noint of view, "Beloved, thou doest faityfully
whetsonever thou doesst to the brethren and to strangers;
which have borne _‘Hi‘bné!"-‘.! of thy charity befors the
church: whom if thou bring foxrward on their journsy
after a godly sort, thou shalt do well, n259

John is here writing to Gaius about missionaries
and emissaries whom he will send to the vicinity in
which Gaius lived. Gaius' reoputation for walking
in the truth and being exemplsry in good Christian
living also carried over into the sphere of hospi-
tality to believers and strangers, those whom he

257. Romang 16,19.
258, Acts 16,2. -
259. III John 5-6.
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happened to know and those with whom he was not very
well acquainted, if at all. =ven these s=trangers ,
wore rocolved with Joy in Gaius! household, His
resources were placed at their_dispoaal. He not

only kept them while they were in hir home village,
but nlse, as the text indicates, saw to it that when
they resumed their journey they were well=-cquipped
and prepsared, ESoripture often speaks of such hos-
pitality both to belicvers and strangers, those yith
whon we arve not accquointed. Pavnl writes, iDietri-
ating to the necossity of saints; ziven to hoepi-
£-14ty,"2%0 0o Timothy, Paul describes it in this
way, "Well repoxrted of for good woxks; if she have
brought up children, 1f she have lodged strangers,

if she have washed the sointe' feet, if she have
rolioved the afflicted, 1f sho have diligently fol-
lowed every good wotk."261 In Hebrews the inspired
writer says, "Be not forgetful o entexrtaln strangers:
for thereby some have entexrtained angels unawares."262
Peter writes, "Use hospitality one to ancther without
5rudging."253 The word useé for hospitality in
these instances is d | Ao § EV I’J\ which, Thayexr

260, Romans 12,13,
261. I Timothy 5,10.
262, Hebrews 13,2.
263. I Peter 4,8.
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points out, means "love o strangers, hospitality, 264
Barnes hae this $o say on the verses under discussion:
"In the previous verses the wrlter had commended
Gaius Pfor his atbtachment to truthe.....s. He now

gpe s more partiocularly of hiz acte of generous
hoepitality, and says that he had fully, in this
respeect, done hies duly as a Christian."265 gonn

here poinis out that this daty of hospitality ©o

the brothron and strangers also falls upon ue today.
He does this when he adds the phrases "after a godly
goxt" and "thou shalt do well," Barnes explaines
these two phases as "After a godly soxrtl Varsgin,

ag in Greck, 'worthy of God.'! The meaning is, as

. becomes those who serve Godj oxr as becomes those .

viio are professore of Hie religion. 'Thou shal®
do well.! You will do.tpat which religion recuires
in these circumctances."296 o the Christisn wio
wzllrs worthy of God and sexrves Him and does what
the Christian principles he believes in requires
in those cirecumstances in which he finds himsell, will
be given to Christian hospitality.

Put the last voint we wisih o consider is brought
ocut by John in the same epistle, the next two verses,

264, Thayer, Op. Cit., p. 654.
265, Barnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, ». 372.
266, Ibid, p. 373,
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when he says, "Because thot for His name's sake they
went Lfoxth, baking nothirg of the Gentiles, We there-
Tore ought to recelve such, thatl we might be Tellow-
helpere of the truth,"267 Here John pointe outb
naxvicularly the mission-mindedness which should be
the charseteristic of the Christian in his relation
1o his fellowmen., In all situntions we are to think
of ourselves as halpers éf those who bring the truth
et God to other people, even if we cmnnot be the
leaders and spokesmen who preach God's Woxd to the
heathen and unchurched. In this instance Geius be-
came & "fellow-helper to the truth" through hie
horpltality and benevolence with esarthly poscessions
toward those who were missionarice of the truth,-
gent out by John, Barnes comments, "Ihe woik in
vinich they are engsged is one of pure benevolenca,
They have no selfish eime and ends in it. They do
not even look for the supplies of theixr wants =uiiong
the people to whom they go to minister; and we cught,
therefors, o aid fthem in Their works and %o con-
tribute to their supﬁort."aﬁa Kretzmann very point=
edly says, "They were preaching without receiving
any compensation from the heathen; probably in order.

2€7. IIT John 7-8
268. Barnes, Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, ». 374.
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rot to bring suspicion upon their office as thoush
they were merely in the busineses of preaching for
the s=¥e of the money they might make that way.
This being the czee:  We, therefore, are under
obligation o suproxt such men, that we may prove
Tellow-workers with the truth. That is the duty
of the Christiens &t all times and in all places,
to provide for the bodily nacessitics of men that
e poing Torth to preazch the Gospel. In this wey
The Chrirtisns perferxm their share with the truth
ené for the truth of the Gospsl, they assist in
epreading the glorions news of sa;vation.ﬂhrough
the redonption of Jesus Chris%."zsg Thus the (hrizst-
i=n iz alwaye to thini: of otliers in need of the
gaving truth which hia by God's grace has recsived,
Though he may not he able to be cn the front lines
of the Cospol-arny for many and varled reasons, he
2till ir able to bz a fellow=helpexr of the truth
through constantly remaining mission-mindad.

This bringe to a close our study of the Chyict=-
ian 1iTe in its manifestations of love toward the
f=llowman. It also brings to a close the study of
tha whole sysbam of the Christian life in the three

eplstles of John. IV hac amounted To a study of

2b9t Krﬁ?‘bﬂm&nn, 15 I’:-’ GE. Git., v01. 2’ De 583.
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the Biblical Theology of John's epistles as regards
anthropology, soteriology, pnenmatolosy, and the
entire fielé of sanctification.

ay this study under Godle grace prove to be
en ablding bleszing Yo all who read it as well as
Yo ite author. Yay the thoughts of the "Ancstle of
Love" Till our hearts with love for the brsthren
which will make us worthy to be ezlled children of

God,
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