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FORE\ ORD 

It \Vas during my vicnr3Go, while pr .partns a 

s rmon on John 4, 16-21, the t the uestion came to 

my i nd, " 1hat i f a mnn \"1er c to hav e no t hine o-J: God • s 

Word to gu.icl e him long t he road to s alvation but 

John's epi stle~? ~- ould he b e able to f i nd s al,ra t ion 

t her e? '/ouJ.c1 h e be able to live in t hi s life in 

s ccord with God 1 ~ t-".1.shca? 11 I t h:i.nk he co1.1J.d . Th e 

tbr ee gre"'t s oct:1.ons of Ohris •t i an Dognu,.tics which 

deal. ,,d t h men I s lives here on t h e earth are 111ell 

dev el op d i n John' s epi stles. an I s de.mnation ( s i n -

· :fulncss ), oan1 r.- j u"'ti:fic e.t io11, an.cl man ' s s antif ica 

t ion ::>.re t re:~t e cI i n u.ch a b e~1.1,tiful r, ., by J o1m1 s . 
inspi r ed hand t hnt anyone oa.11 s ot u1> for _ ol:f 

sy tori of Chris·ti a'l l i:f'. on t hn ba s i s of t hese t r ec 

h or t 1 .tter s . 

I cam~ to l ove ·the c. j_::tles of John, particularl. , 

of oottr a , •iih e :f'i 1'o·i; of t h t hree. T. ay i,rtl t 1e ""Ou.rec 

of ... t rone; and p ~rti11.ent t exts wl i ch many P • nieter 

,,;01 ltl do vtell to ... ·liudy ersonall y and d P.liver t o his 

001 • re5ation . i'Jhon one begi ns to non cler ab ou-"G t he 

character of the Christianit y of his flock , he must 

f i r s t uest i on his o~· h ~dlin o.~ t he flock . Jol•i;ing 

r obukes and harp.ne1.1.es against s i ns and vi c es preva l ent 



in ·the day certainly are not characteristic of' John• s 

pre::-ching! So:ft-hc~:r.-'Ged and pussy-footing me . a ges 

o:f f'e·U'f'ul pasto1:s ~7ho are hesitant about steppi ll8 

on t he toes of their het\rers would also be far f'rom 

t he charactez1.s tic s t raightf'ozward.ness of John. If 

in t he nast, as 0 ome contend, the :1~st?ouri Synod 

has s o j ealously and sci"'ll.pulousl y &ruarded t he doctrine 

of justification by faith al.one that it has negl ected 

the preachi ng of' a t rue O}"i.risti life , then aome

·thi1 r has been \"lrong even vii th our guardi ng of the 

cornerst one of sal.vetion, justif'ica"tion by f'aj:iih, 

f o t h ey c arte.i nly can•t be ep2rated. 

But one t h in5 1~ c erta i n . The fir t epistle or 
John ha s too lona b eon overlooked. It l i ru:a u.:9 so 

oonclu i v al y ·i;he J.01r e of God for r,1a11 a.rid t he love o-f 

l"lan for Goel and ilis follorr man t11at t he pastor could 

lla l y go 111n::':i.ncs i n hi s prea ohil"..g ,.f he would merel y 

ii -c t he s ·tateme;c:rts of' John t he Apos tle and p r e f' cnt 

t h el"l. to his f lock. 

Wh en I had compl crliecl the prepp_.re tion of the s-:r

mon me11tioned a bove , I r ea d ·the entir e epi s tle again. 

-·y search f'or a fi el d of' s1.-ud for a B. • t hesi s ttras 

over. nut more than t h e:'G, I be r ..11. t:•t long l a st to 

see the tru.e meanin~ and true i i. orte.noe of the 

pr e c ohi ng of the Ohri~-'Gie.n 1if'e to one' s h er s . 



. .!\s I undertaka t hi s 10rk, t his :ta r deeper and 

f ar e;:z·eatP.r valu e , ".;he bene:fi t for my mi ni s t :ry i n 

·th Ohu:roh of Christ, i s up_ e:r,nos -'i. i n my rnind. I 

1-now that the study of John's words a s well a s his 

met hods and l ar1&"'l.Ul6e and s t y l e \vill :prove of l asting 

v ue. .1ay ·the Roly Spi r it 1 end His full power to 

a i d i n this endeavor. 



Before be51nnins the thesis proper, in which 

only e: egetical a nd doctrinal mat ·ter e \1111 be set 

forth and authent icat ed on t he basis of the t ext of 

the three inspired ep1°tles a nd such other t exts ae 

nec e s sa:r.ily arA d z·1:i;11 into the piotllre , it i s on.tirely 

fitting, y es n nce~sary, th· t c ertain hi s toric 1 

matters be inver.:•t i aat cd and t he i S"'(!;861oo.l ma·t e:i:i al 

on t he three epistles of John be s t udi ed and bri efly 

s et forth . 

This is not an easy t e.sk. There a re V ~ 'T'J f c.; 

actua l dependable f acts knovm. ooncerning t he circwn

stanoes of t he 'Nri t ing of these thrP.e epi stles. 

The fir t probl em i s th t of the au thor and t he 

ad<:1 r esc.ee. In t he c ase of a ll three· epistles no 

pr oper name h ead the i utrocluotion, at:i i s t he ca e 

in aul1 s epi s tles and as u sually was the cu s to:n i n 

t hose days: . erely ·t he le·t ·t er itself i s g iven us. 

In ·th - ca s e of t hP. fi1·""t epistlP. not even an :"-ddross r.e 

i s m•·ntj_oned. In the :fir 1i e i s •tle , hoVJev er, we have 

proof of the autl orsbi p of John, due to t he s i mi l rity 

to -'lihe Gospe1 of John, and a l s-o to a certain extent 

to some passages in John's Revel ation , t h ough t he 

nature of that book woul d make the pres entation , 

s tyle , and l angtlae;e slightly different than thnt of 

t he epi s tles or goepel s . 
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First, ·tht-:1:r s tyle r e snmbles t he Gospel._ a 

great deal. Th .r e i s i n both t he chara cteri s tic 

r .-:p eti t ion of the number three in the arrangement 

of' hi mat eria l; the:t·e i i: t he s ame "meagernes s of 

connec•ti ng pa rt1cles"1 ; there i s the s trange f'e.ct 

t hat "the same noun is r epeat ed , i nstead of' bei ng 

r :pl a c ed by t he p ronoun 112 a s in t he v ery first v er s 

o:f t he Go pel a nd i n t h e s eoond chapter, the e l ev enth 

v erse of ~h e epi-tlo ; t h ere 1 ~ t he same s~ pl i oity 

o:i l a ngua g e ; t here i s the s ame n a t ura l u se of' s harp 

COlltras·t._ , such as hri st ar.d 11tichri s t, love of 

Goel. :1nd l ove:"? of the wor l d , hop e and f ear, darlr.?1~.ss 

and 1:1.Ght , etc; nd ·t.nere i ~ t he 0 mn~ p r ef er ence 

by t he aut hor for the u se of abs·tra c e t e:rnts such 

a s "to have lif e , to b e in God , to ahide i n t rut h , " 

Secon d , t hei r doctrines a re fundament a lly t he 

same. Th e most strilti ng exampl e of t his 1 1: the f c t . 

t ha t J esus i s called t h e on ly begotten on in t h eRe 

t vo b ook a lon e .3 

!rhir"ly, t e sama persona l character i etics of 

t h e author are np >are t i n t h es e t v.'o boo s . The 

11ame doP.s not_ app "t=.r i n ei t iler; h e is fortnriul'rii ,. 1d 

-----------1. Hayes , D. A., J obn and Ili !ritings , P • 163 . 

2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid , p . 166 - cf. John 1,18; 3,16; 3,18 ; and 

I John 4,9. 



courageous- in both b ooks in calli ng a l i e a lie and 

c ondemning all \·"ho are viotims of Sat an ' s wil es; he 

i s absolutely sure o t h e truth in both books , nev er 

halting or he itating or coApr omi sing , but ev er f'inn 

and sure and strong! 

Fourthly, t he t hought s of the epi stles and ~he 

Gos.!)el are at times so par a l lel 'tha t only a bi e;ot ed 

and bli nded t henlo5ian would f ail t o eee t h ~ .4 

Th er e i s n o doubt at all t hat t he t hr e e e,i s~l es 

wer e v,ri tten by t he same man, who in t he sec.ond and 

thi r6 epi s t l e call hi m el f ~ 7rpl a-~Jie. pos. . s 

1e. say "That 1e ( 0 vpio-~J-tt p o.s ) was t he author 

of a l l t hree e i s-ti es we may conol u e 1t h per fect 

a ssuranc e , b ecause any c ompet ent Gr eek schol ar must 

r ccoeni ~e t h t t h e fir t e i ~tle i e ·,ri tten by t he 

sem::= hand s t h e t wo shor-"lier ones . 115 

To go i nto t he i nt r i c .t e argtvnent s pro and con 

of t r adi tionel desi gz,.at:1.on of' t his -rp~.o-P,J-t:(. f' tJS a s 

J ohn t he Jtpostle and t he EV'Wl6elis t would be f e.r 

f r om t h rea J.ra of this paper. Suffice it to s ay t h a t 

anci ent tra <ii t ion does agz·ee v ery wel l t hat John 1r ' -t.S 

t he aut hor of t he t hr ee epistles. "Polyca."i) and 

Pepi as quote f'rom it. The -~uratori Fragment bears 

4a cf. B. D. The s is - r,.a rvin Kampr a t h , 1940 - Vol. 2. 

"The Internl!1l Rel ationship Li D6U,i s·tic and Theolo5ic-1, 

Betv,een t he Gospel of John and t h e :Epi stles of J ohn. " 

5. ~ , H. E., Th e lilpi etle s rm ~ Apooa l :vpsc of' John, 
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its testimony to t he authm: .. h ip of t h e Apostle John. 

Th e Pe hi t o ~n t ·J.e !tole recogni ~e it. Tertulli an, 

Clement of ile andri 1, I r enaeus , Origen , Cyprian, 

and other a:rr,ong t he church f',. t her e tts e 1 "'.; end 'Ji t nes s 

to i t c,, compos i tio1'l by J ohn. u6 

Th a cid.res e e of t he :f'i:rFt epi .etle i s an.oth er 

mat t er of i nt r icat e study. ~o ·t aut horities agr ee 

th9t John \Va s 1,·1ri ting u l et ter to fri ends: of his i n 

and ne: r J;;phesus. Thi s i s v:ell a t test ed to b y 'i:he 

f r-tct ·t 1at J ohn must hav e kno;m h i s a ddr es see very 

r1el l. "He u se t he t e:rm 'lit tle chil dren' s i x times , 

'l'>olov,~d• ·i x t i men , a nd 1 you1 t hirty-s i J-. t i mes. Re 

k _ ows them a s l:!.ttlo children , y ou.na men, and f at h ers . 117 

I t i s o p:cobabl y mos t lik ely t ha t t hi s v1a s a..'1'1 

ency c l ica l l et ter t o t he churche. of the vicini ty 

i n \"1hich John l ived a t the time , and was 1r1ri ·l t en f or 

t he pu 11>ose of bei ng r ea d to the assembled c ongr e

ga tion~. It mi eh t well b e t t h e i s addressi ng as 

a 1,· h nl o t he sev en churches to whic h h i n his 

Apoca l ypse ado.res es s eparat e l et ters.8 Th e ~econ~ 

nnd t hl~ t h i rd epi s tles are a · · :t'essed to "the elect 

l ady and her childre1" and "to Gai us " and of fnr UI:" 

no di:t'f i cul iiy what ev er du e to ·the f act t hat t hey -re 

6. Hayes, op. Cit., p . 172-173. 

7. Ti dwell, J. B., J ohn and. His .Five Books, p . 89. 

a. cf. Use of t e rm "love " t hroughout 'lJit h Rr:v el a tion 
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of a diffo:rent n a:lm:re ent :.tr .ly f':r·om the firs t '31)1<:!tle. 

The tiille of the ... 1"1 · ,j_ng o:f the e!.iif"tles a lso 

c nno·I, d o:f'ini teJ.y b e d Gt c:r.minccl. Th e best chrono

lo~io 1 dat a av ailable se om to point -'lio t he fact that 

John lived to a riJle old a5e And almos t r ea ched i nto 

the s econd c entury. • D. u.g e~t s t hat t he .. 
c~ron ological or6er 1 t he rev ers e 0£ the way ~hey 

the second Wlt1 thi:ro eJ>i s t l ~s , a..7'J l'H:fore 1:. e .:'i r st 

e >i s "lil~ ,·1.:.s ,~ r i -i:·ten ,: oul :fall t h e 1,1ri ti.!18 o:f t a 

s omewhat com

plom (m t ai-y ·to t he riosp el. Al l of hi"' books vsere 

r,:t·ob ,bly tv:ri tte11 a fter ·the year 80 and 'Dana s t ~:tes 

t h:~:·, vm mig!rc asrumP. t ha t t hey ·,ere written bet·.,;een 

95 and 105 A.-. 

On e more thin e mu,_ ·t occupy our mi nds b ef ore 

proceedi n~. ;, 1.y WP,r e t hase e_ i F"-'Gl es ,;,ir i tten'! Wh at 

000 ,9.sion p rompt ed thP.111? If i t were h cresios , what 

h cresi ~ pr evailed i n -~phesus:? 

The sec ond a nd t hir• ep i s"cles .::? ~"a:l.n prest:nt 

no pxobl em bu't a r e me:,:·ol y 'brief p ersonal notes 

which of· er no n t.>w doctrine or n c'i\' i deas bu".:; a r e of 

e;en 9r a l J.11te1~ee·t to the church in g neral anci are 

t h u e included i n t he ca non o-Z i nr.-p1rcd wri ti1:igs. 

Only i n II John 10,ll and in III John 9.10 ~r e any 

di tinc·tive s t atemr.: . . t i:. .made. 

-----------9. nana, Op. Cit., p. 17. 



But in the c -:-tse of First John vre hav e a di 1·erc::nt 

pnrpos,.:. r·t seems thr\t ,John 'N s \·.ior.t1.ed ab out his 

Chrlsti a l'l 0011;:.,:r. 6 t i nns . Ile wru t ee. to Give t hem 

s o et hi ng to o ur b · t h ~r ee:i es \.Vhic __ ha cl sp:ru.ng U!J i n 

t h ~ir midst. The epistl e handl e s h er e i es not by 

picki ng t h em out, nam:i.nc t hem, and r ef'u:'i;ing .-.;hem, 

bu•ii by put•ting f or'Gh s uch an abun de.nc e of osi ti ve 

lig lr t tlla t all the heres i es are ill'\.1.mi nat ed d 

c l e arly seen. "All t' e h er es i es of hi s t ory ·are 

anticip t ed and ans wered h er,:3 . 1110 Howev er, \"le can 

r eoog11ize i'rorn ,Tohn' s ap1>roach that t h e probl em 

VJE\S ·;.-:I.t h ~•i;i nomi an Gno. t ics . It was a syncretism 

of' G-r a oo-RoraAn p ' ilo~o-p 1y ~-,1t h Orienta l cmb olli Ph

men•ii and a l . o on e.c1.mi x1.-ure of Jewi sh t h eoloay . 

~hi s f se teachi1 ~ i in t he ba c .ground of ~ev r , 

of the I. ew Te t m • t books. It 7•·s a c ombination 

of' Ori ,m:tal Du::ili SJ'! , t·lhic.t 11el d t h ·t m• t t ei" was 

e~n~ntially evil ond spi rit es senti a lly good , Gr eek 

I n t el leo·r.u .. 11sm, 1Nhi o 1 tru.s t ed .:t-..no·: J. edg e fo r s a lvation, 

and Gr e c DocP.t i s1. , ~·rhich first br otlSht ::fo~h ·th~ 

t c - ohi ng t hat Ohrist 1 o human b i nu a nd t he d:l.vine 

Christ v;ere es enti a l l y s epar .te e.Ki t onoes . 

Tra diti on t ell s u t h a t one Cen.r..t hus , a J e :;, 

who ha d enter ed ChriQti~ 1 oir cles and t au6ht e:r·trer:ie 

-----------10. Hayes , OP. Cit., P • 175. 
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Gnosticism, was John' s chi ef enemy. ThP. doctrines 

b r ou.811t out hy J otm •11ould e eem to point to ·th e fact 

t h a t he t"las wri t i nu t h i s encyc1ioa l rd. t h t he PlW .Y 

Thu s ,·,e hav e ac cumul a t ecl .. ~ bit of 111f'ormation 

on t h e author , "l:h e ador es. ee, t he e;enuineness, t l'le 

da·te , and the purpo e o:c t h e t hree epistles. , i th 

t hi s ba?kground we m~y proc eed t o a more s earchi ng 

di s cus~i on of t h .. h r i s •iii a n Lif e aocor dinr~ ·to t ne 
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It was thP. n1.ght Christ -;1a 0 bet ray d . Around 

lJi m a t t h e t Ab l e in t he upper room sat e l even dis cipl es . 

On e h e.d forsaken Him :for t h e fleeting gain of t he 

rnome11t. J omt ha d tol d t h em t ' at one of th -· \'iOuld 

b e·tray Him. Shock and amazemerLt clou d 13d t h e f'e.ces 

of the ev en . Sh e.me l ed t h P. tr,oJ.ft h , J u das , to s e ek 

out company mor ~ s uited t o his mood e t t h e momc..~t , to 

h (:raain v,i t b t ho Hi ~h Priest and his coh orts f or the 

b etraya l . ?Text to cl"esus , v1i t h his h ead close t o t h e 

i.'i'a t or 1 s , wa s John , t he di s cipl e \1hom Jesus l ov ~- · •1 

c Wt' .. clos R to ·th e T~as t e r . ~ore t han mcr.e fri c11d-

ship h el d him .,.;o Christ. Ther e v1e.s a deep mu tual 

l ov n 1d ru:'f e ct i on b ct ,·,men J oh11. and Jesus. John ·.--:a s 

v i t h Hi m c onst antly . Whenev er any of t h e di c i p l es 

vsere wi t h J e sus , John v1as sure to b e amol'lg t h em. 

Some s ixty y e a r s li: ·te:i:.·, el derly man set ·t l "i s 

h i ms elf' to a small i"lri.•t j~ng d esk i n a h ouse in the 

city of' T!.ph eSlls . He pi c cs u p hie s t l us , unrolls 

a section o:t· ll achmen"' , e.nd b e •"i ns a l et ter to 

c;roup of his fr.l ends . Lov e---Lov e---Love---h c can1 t 

got ·th e wo:t·d ou .. , o:r his mind. t gr ea t iove the 

... a s t er h a a. shov;n t owa r d himl li~nnt kno,;ring love h .. d 

bo .n t ho dominat i ng f or c e of hi s o·m long lif e l Th e s e 

f r i ends of hi s , they were i n dru,g or of b ei ng d i~ . • ·in away 

from t h e f irs t l ov e . 2 He h e.d t o nri t o t o t h orn. lie 

-----------1. John 13, 23 f f . 

2. of . Rev el at i on 2 ,4. 
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l d t o -tell them o::' ·th o lovo o:z': t hP. JaGt er 1,·11 --~h ,·r 0;11 

h e had ,~:a lked ~ t allcr.d , v,hom h e h ad s eriod s o faith

ful l y, i.·,h o had fii~s t tn.ueht him "iihP. re l nioMi nG of' 

lovf: t hose many y cr!-.r,.._ 360 . He ho.cl to conv:t o e t hem 

t h a-'i; h i s - a s"ter also lovea them, ·i;hat as a r sul t 

·they should a l s o f'ollo IIim and serve Hi 11 an lov e 

Him ru1d their n c · ·hbor . Johll \::J:i t os. r.'he Sp;l.ri t 

o Go g iv s hi111 ut·t e r anc e . An inspixed apostle 

2:eco s Uod ' s s cheme o:::" Chr:Ls •t i an 11:f • for t he Oln.'i tians 

~hom h e had s erved as hisho1> :for many year s . Thus 

t h I,; pi c:-t1 es of John woj;"e -.·,ri t·t .n. 3 In t he churc h 

a round .,.pllesu , to nhom t h u f'irst e1,istle was directed , 

t l ere ha d aris,.n f a l s e to· chers anu l ead ·r"' ,·,ho 

clw.1,1ec~ to hav e a message more a-'.;•t:r.·ac-"Give , a tru.th 

:nor a t:lUtilent;ic t han -.:; ·,t wh:ich had b een procl~.ii ed 

s i nc e Paul f irs t ,reQchod in the ~treats of t h_t 
C. fA'..L. , h eat h.en city. i ov, the lder, o 'rpfC'\-" ~E. pa.s, iine 

po---tol:.i.c over seer o t he chu r cl cs , the s."1 ._ l erd o:f 

the couls plc-lcecl undo::· h i s c ~ro by G•od liimseli" , mus ·t 

\·;a ·n his sheep a.bout ·t;· ese d.an5ors and mus t build 

t &cm u p m t hat ·lih •~Y ~!ill b e ablo bo-"Gh "'lio i s c ern 

t h e i"alse am1 choose th ... -«;ru.c l 

John ha d spcn-i; much -'Gime with his p eop l e . he 

hacl recorcl od for all the Gos pel. of Jesus Chris •t . l:Tov1 

·h e \·.;as wr:i tins ~·,h~•:t may be cons i der ec'l a companion 

-----------3. This a ccount cla i m no hiQto:<"ic f act. Row VP.r , it 

is not contrn:ry to Jtnov,n f a cts .bou-t t h . hi~tory of 

the a1>ostle John. 



,. 

i ne:pi "ti ·,n of' (io d "'lil llt the hri: .. Ii, Jesus of ,i '"':troth, 
I 

wc1s t ru,~ G·od , the eternal ).6t0 s .v,ho o;:ir;t ed b '}fore 

t ho -:,·1orld bego..11. MO\'I :!.n hi:; enc;\rclical he r,a pointing 

out :ror ·i:;hem the 1":-:.ct that Jesus \'las at the s ··.e "'Iii :1e 

·l;ru.e man, t hat ·i:;. Gno tics ··1er e .rrong ·:.1h n t h c.:7 said 

lie 1.·1as only ::-. pit:r.1tom which "seer.iled r: to exist. 

r r om especi ally t hi"' f irs t mas·teri'1.ll. ep:i. '2tle, 

on" ol s o :from the t::o shorter wor ks , t he sheep , under 

J ohn' s o.:tre , recei ved perti nent i nstn1ct ion. They 

wor e s t eeled a •ai nst tho s vage of f alsehood and 

error ; they were encouruged i n ·thei r oonV1.ctions ; but 

above all t h E:,y wer e ..,•tr,m~ hen d i n Chri s tian l ov e . 

~h· .t v1as t h high r.:l)ot of J ohn's thinki ng. !!is 

GospoJ. r ep .• :tcdly u e c the t erm "love•~, 3- t J. r- l. 

·th:i::-ou ghout, ·the l ove o~ God f or the world os 

e~ ... OTil!)li:fie<l in ·the lov e of Chri s t i s the const· .. t 

' 

t he.mo. Thi s i ... t:hown conolu• .. ivel· by such b eautifu l 

o pel :pa~ --~e'=" • ,.. "God s o loved the •.voJ."ld tha t Ile 

Be.Ve : i s o!1l y bogot·'a;en ~O!l •••••• n; "A n e -: comnonc.-
• 

mcnt e;ive I unto you, thr t y e love o e e.nother ; a s 

I hs.v a l oved you , tha t y e also love on e another. :By 

·t;hi a sh .11 all mell n.ow t hct y e are my di s cipl Ps , if 

ye ha v love one ·to miot h er" ; or "Gr eat er love h t h 

no i • ·than this, ·th~t !':\ mnn l a do ·m hi ~ lif' e for 



It i s c :tl.lod by . on' t . c " p i .. t l e of Lov ,,. " The 

t·1ord lov"' "" 1d 1 t s dorivr.tives oc cu.:r£: 0 0 1·1) often in 

t h i s f :t rst epir.·~lc t han in iJIJY' othcz· book of' t he 

Ji'o ·, Te~•iimmant . .. i x times John calls hi readers 

i ~ J. lr ~ 'i= o L , ~·,ell- b e loved. r.,wel Ye iiiroe s the 
:J I 

n oun ,{ t tA Jr l-1 V i ... ~ used. T ... e verb app o s ~ -cnt -

. f.lv en t i n,s . In ull t . e::e arc • ome i'ifii;y- one inst mces 

in ·this bool.: of fiv e short ci apt ers t>:he:;.~e the -word 
I 

~ r6lrrt\ or its equi va l en-"i; 1 u s ed. I s i t az13; 

wond~r _.,ha t i·,e ay c all it t he epistle of love? 

' uauciiinc :::aid, 1 Locu·tus ec;t mul ta , et r,rope or.mia 

de c ,.,,_i t a te ', - ' Ho ·1a s sc..i many t .hine;s, E".11 almost 

~11 about love. 1 Luther sai , 1 The ma in subsli'll!Ce 

oi' •his c p it; t l e r ela·tod to love . 1 115 

Thus :f'rom. this 11:Ji.:pi s tle or Love" ..-,a wil l s ~t up 

•i.h e sy. t em of Ch ·i "ti a n lifo vith i ts divin mo•iiive , 

·th o love of God , i t eo hum 

manifes t ations in true p1·ac"tioo or Ohrinti · l ove . 

-----------4. John 3,16; John 13, 34- 35; John 15,13. 

5. Heyes , 177. 



THE DI VI?'W. ~"OTIVE, TH IOVF. OF GOD 

Ill h.i.s ortainn?- state of perf'oction, man led 

n per:ecct mid j.nlass l:!.f r-:1 . "In the i mage of Ciod, " 

1nan \·ms ore t ed pcrf ect and holy . God and man i.iere 

on fr:i e.l'ldly t ermz:. It \"l!o::! S the pl eas1.1.:t•e and pr1Vi

l er5 of man a l \·re .. s 1io do God ' s r,111, f'or bei1 g sin

l e s t hnre r,~s no"'Ghing i n man t·rl t h Vlhich God could 

i'ind f ault. 

Bu.t some·iilling hap!) ened to spoil -'i;hi s :rri e-.i-.. clly 

rel : t t onshi p " Sa·ta11 , in t he fom o:f t he s erpent, 

b r.csuilod -~dmn and Eve il'rto sinning. They began t o 

clon.bt t he command of God not to eat t he f'rui t of' 

t he .forbidden t:re .. • ·;;1th t h is bre tins of t h~ c ~ 

m:.\..11d of God, sin cm.,e i nto the rrorld. · :ran t hen 

l o::;t t he ":tmase of' God" i n \"lhich he ha d been crei t ed. 

Th reafter man was helpl ess. lie was driven from t he 

Gar den of' Ede..l'J. e.nd \"las cond _f'lec1 to eternal cleat • 

He couldn't help himself', couldn't r estore himself 

agai n to t h.e.t former state of perfection and holi

ness . But the jus·t and ri5ht eous God 111ho e. pe1l ed 

man f:ro Paradi se, v1as a l so l ovi11g and merci:f.1.ll. . He 

a t once p romised man 

"I will put enmity b otweon t hee end the \·1oman, b c

t f1een thy seed and he:r seed; it ghall bi~s e t h 

head l:.Uld thou shalt bru.ise His heel. n6 

-----------6. Genesis ,,15. · 



Thus God' s p l 1 o:. ... vaticJ.n, tl1e ... cndine; of His 

only b ego·iiten Son into the \"!orl d to become m~n• s 

•·n.tb sti tu"i;e , ·;as :i~irst 1>romisc d . to manlcind. 

In his epi stles John spea!cs sovox·a l •i;ir,1es of 

the in ·;hich oouc: - d man• s need of salvation .· e 

will pie. ott"li iihese r"?fcr enoes and s ea h o · John 

points out 1) The Ul'l:J.,, . ali•ty o'Z s i n ; 2) The dam

nabili·'a;y of s i n ; and 3) The inevite.bili•i;y of sin. 

The doot i"ine of' ·the mu ,,er Eeli ty of i n is 

pr e · ,ntcd v ery c1earJ.y i 11 ..,criptur c . "All men .ave 

,.:.i nn~;- tlllci c or e short o:r t h o glory of God. 117 1Ul 

ev .ry ono to his oun way; and t ile Lor d h~t h l ~.icl. on 

.hi m t he iniqtti t of u s al;I.. nB "But t·;e . r e all s 

an uncle in -"Ghing; and all 01.1.r rie;ht eouenes .. es ,,ir e 

u s ril t hy r e.gs ••• 119 In John's :first e i s tle \·1e h ~:vo 

p oriiiouJ.a :rly th.i·P.e pao::-ag • s s p eraking mo:i:e or l ess 

dir ct l of' the un:!. v ~_ -=-ali ty of sin. 

Tho first of' t hes pas.c:aaes occurs tow"'.X the 

end of the fi '.'i..·s t chapter . John had. been peP. in-

-"G o the Oh.ti tian h e nas addres oi z..c; , of Chri:r t as 

t h o light nitloh h~s no darkne t= s i n im a t 11. He 

had told hi"" readers th t -".; e p er ,:,011 who say_ he h !!>s 

7. Romans 3,23. 

a. Isaiah 53,6. 

9. Isaiah 64,6. 

• 
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f' ellowship ,,-11th Ohrl ~t, ·th e T...i(fht , and yet \"ta l ks in 

darkness , lies and does 110·1. d o t he truth. He cl s r es 

h i ms .lf aMOllG t h 1. Ite use"' ·th ti .fii~"-'t p ?,:"Son 1i 1::·ough

out his dis cuss i on. Then c omes the pa s ,:;aee \"th i ch has 

J.on(5 been cor!si c: P.r cc. a Clacr r ef er mce to the 1.m.i v .r 

saJ.i ty of' s i n . "I:f :1e s y that ·-:,,,_ c1o not hav e P i 11, we 

dt'.!c ei v c 01.trselv·!s and t i , t i"Lrth i s n ot i l'l u · • lf "·;e 

conXesr our s i n , He i s r a i t hf'u.1 an~ ju·t to fornive 

u .... t he s i ns and c l eanse us f r om a l l w1r5.ght ou s. ecs. 

If vre say t hat we bav e not s i.nneci, we ma.J-e !"im "' li~1r 

an Hi s woi~d i s not in u • rrlO 

Before t-i1e e11t c r upon a a etail ed i nv oct ic;a t j.011 

of Jolm' s '"'iiat emen-ii, w 11ot ice t hat fJ:-orn t h.c C".ntire 

co11nection, Jolin i s ointi ne out t h e.t ·th,. Li gh•ii , 

C'h,,.:i."'t , \i'1he11 c om aret with u s , i i medi at aly shot>.'S U> 

our s i 1d'ulne::::· . AllY a r gumen t r1 .i ch ·i,he rea der nti ~'1.t 

bri~ up for his own mer i t !"I -rapi dly f ades ·to no•ii:'line;-
• 

11esP when v i e \'ted i n t h e Lir;h t of' Christ' per.foct ion. 

Si m."'u.lnoas becomw:: an es·tabli. lled f'aot. \.s :: cCluren 

say. , "If" He i s lics1r·c, t ·::o "th i nBs ivill :P.ol loi:1 i n "i;h os e 

~•iho are i n union ~:i t h Iiim; they will wal.t i n lioht 

· an~ t h ey i'ti l l i n His light SAO t hei r own evil. 1111 

B1.1t ,J ohn put s <101 ,n a c onclusive st t emcnt. lie 

10. I John 1,8 -10 - Literal Transl ation. 

11. r.tcOl aren, Alexand er, EA-7,>ositions of Holy Scri;>ture , 

Eph esi c'.ns , Pet er, John I-IV', p . 249. 
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says, "I:f 1.111e say t•1e have no s in, we dec eive ourselve s •• 11 

~e are fooling our~elves i f we consider ourselves to 

be wl tllout s111. John probably h a d thP. Cno •tico in 

mind a ·t t h e time of \"ai"tL • They denisad r e _ 011::ibili ty 

fo:r sj.11. "The Gno tic claimed that sin v:!as e.n esc,en

t i .al quality of matter: John knew it waP viol at i on 

of God's holines . They cla i med t hat t he spirit, the 

eseru.1t i 1 ego, wai= inhere11t:l.y good , and theref'o1.·e thay 

coul u 2 y , 'I hav no s in, it i s only my ~at P.rial 

bocy which sins. 11112 At any r at e , John answer s such 

a t t,t • : ent as ti •y t by t olli n§ t hem they a r e merely 

cl c _i ving "'Ghemsel v e i f' they rea lly b P.li ev e t hey h ave 

110 s i11. 

Bl.it John i ad r essi ng Christian p eop l e ~i 10 had 

l o~xncd hm-- to pr ay-- "forgive u -=-- our 'trespa ~: et:: . 11 

Cilea:-::-ly John a l so c,p~ak~ to t hes e eopl e and i r!clucl.e s 

h i.i'1ls clf ,·,her1 h e s ays it i s sel f - deception if "ne say 

r;c haV-:l no s in. 11 .As .. full er s ays , they are "clP::ar ly 

th~ ~ins they c ommit in t h eir pr eeent s t at e a s 

ChriE='tians. 1113 

Johl1 continues wit h the sta t ement "th tn1th 
C ~\/(\ 

i s not in u • II The t:cuth, '1 at'\"' tr} £ l" ' r f ers 

to the mes~age oX the Gos. el. a~ r ec eived by the 

-----------12. ~.na, H. ~~., Op. Cit., p. 25. 

13. ~ul.lcr, Juliuc-, C!h:risti2n :r.oct:r.ine of Sin, Vol. 2. 

I>• 258. 
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b el i ev ing heart . J eS\.1s Hi ms e lf sud, "I am ••••• t he 

truth. 111 4 I n v · rse s i x J ohn had se;i d , 11";" · 1=1 do n ot 

h av e t he t ru.t h . 11 In v 1.~se eicht h~r John seys, 

111;hs tr\.lth i s no1~ in u a ." In v e:r.s':l ·i.en John brtnfis 

t hn m •i.ter out more clearly ·1b0n he says, "B:I."' t·10 1"d 

i s not in 1.w. " ','h ·c J ohn rneRr1e i that the per .. on 

-:h o t h i nks he, a a Christi ·J., h a A 110 r.in i n hi1'l'I, 

in r i.:ali ty he.ea no·t benefi tou a", a ll f'rorn his i.7l.c1y 

of' t he ·tr1.1.1.ih and hn s b en 1n er r or a ll t h:-: wh1J.a . 

i!arnos s t t~-'i; e '-' , 11!1!he ob ject of' t he Apostle i s t o show 

t t it is i mplied i n t he very na·turo of t h e Gor pcl 

t h ,t v,;,-. a.r e ainn . r- and 1;ha t i f.' on M , t>ret e.n:"'e na 

deni iJd 1;hat f act , H ut-terly d.eoeivocl. ou:r.~elv s . ul5 

The_ o i: a r:i. i ng pi t ch o:f' deci s i v on ~. ~ here as t here 

i s a :..."'o i n the t hr oA st rtei;.ont s "·nc l i ~," i n v erc,e 

s: · ; "rre dec eive ourselv e,:, , 11 i n v ers e ei5ht ; and 

11,,., maJre Him a l i ar, " i n ver C!e t en . These t i•;o "'et s 

of' t h·rec s -"i;a temonts J•r e c onclusive t o a l l e:-- ~s t· .-1.t 

""i n e :idstR in t he hear t of a l l men, even t hos :.vi o 

hav e aoce1)t ed Chr j_s t into their h -.e.rts by :f'P.i t 11. 

John con ... i;i n 1e d his discourse wi tl1 t h e statement, 
I 

"If we ooni'est;: our s :'.l.n. , He i s f'Etithft.11 ( 1r,cs--(:o.s ) 
I 

and jus t ( r l ~ /\. l 0 .5 ) to f or~i ve u s our sins and 

to cleanse u s :from a ll w1right ousnesr ." Re~l:i.zi.ng 

t h ..;.t b. · i s a s i ruier, a m mu"'t b e man enot16h to 

-----------14. John 141 6. 

15. Barnes , J.1bert, I~otes on t h . ev, TA!;t ament, Vol. 10, 

p. 285. 
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c onfeec it before God. OnJ.;r on t he bAsis of thir- con

f cs s ion 0:1:· s i n c::1n ·the jtt, "'.,; t-:nd righteous ,.. fr-- i th:fu1 

C'od for j_ve t h o sit s . By l'rra--½d ~ Joh r i'e '"e to t h e· 

f .. ct t hat Goel. w:11 !ecp Hi ::; promi s e , " •or 1 .. -:,"A ·""or-

•ivo men t ei r tr spa ~os , your h eavenly ~e.t her :.ill 

a. o i'or a ive you, 1116 and "I, P.ven I , am He thR1; blot teth 

ou·t thy "ii:?" .. !l'ls~r eeol"'ion~ f'o:r min oi·m. s ~e an v.'ill not 

~t.'!'m~o > r t1:'..Y s i ne. . ul 7 By r [ ~~l a.5, J ohn 1• fer- to 

t h o jus •tice of God i n deol ring Pinner s ti ·· t eous e.nd 

1ih debt of s in p ai d , 011 the • trr,ngth o:r Chri f"t 1 s sub

eti tutionary r-iuf'.fe1·i r.g and d eat l\ . Thua J ohn urges 

h i rcaner :s to ooni' e .· t hei r c i ns bef or'"" (Tod s.nd 

r cc e:v~ ~org iveJ est t lroUBh t hei~ f aith i n Christ . 

But in the l ast pa._-rt of John' s a .... t ement on 

t ho u11iv P-rsa11·1;y we note a s1igh"tl,y different t:.pproach. 

He·e 

.uses 

ocse 

s in. 

J oh..'l S3YS, 11! r1e say 7163 hav e not sinned. r: Ile 
C / 

t he v erb ~ ,M,cl l>-E:- lo\ I( ~,,C,C. £" w areas in Ji:;110 :::·ozmer 
C +J :,/_ 

he used t h e ·tsr:n il\)A" p I .J.. v £ )te I c/ to h ave 

David Smi th points out t h ~t t his shov s t h t 

Jo u1 - ·a s speak:i 11e; in v er e eight of ori gi n 1 i n , t l~e 

inherent cor:r.u.ption ~vhich man has by nature an no\"! 

in v erse t en h e i s spealci 11g of the a ctual e i ns vm.ich 

occur in the li v r.s of en , particularly t h e f alls 

-----------16. ·atthew 6,14. 

17. Isaiah 43,25. 
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of the heliev er.18 And now in v e .se t en John v eey 

s trongly closes !li e :u-gv.mont 1.·d:t;h th':? s ·i.~t ement, 

• 1• 1/o make Him a liar arid His ,,vord is not in u ... . " 

As Lensld s hows u , denying sin v1ould b e t antemmmt 

to saying t·1at God I s d ecrea to senc1 lhri s t into t he 

,·1orlc'.l to shed his blood :eor men was usel es t and 

rould b e ca l ling C"ocl a li r . 19 Furth e:rmore, 1 t ·:;ould 

b e d enying e. cl nr s t a t e~ent of' ' criptur e i ns1>ireci 

by God Hims el f . And i"ur.th ermor . , Go·a.1 s wor , ·i.h e 

, es ~age of both s i n w1d t3rac e v:ou.lci. not be in us, 

"'n ~ ,,1e t\'oul <l b e L"'l er r or oompJ.et 1-3l y , as enyon _ rdth -

01.1.t God's wor d woul u be i n er r or r eger di ns i n ru.d 

The saoo1'l p As sage v1hioh we con icier i n this 

matter of univer sality i s in t he sec oncl chapt er, 

t h e sec ond v erse , "and He i "" the pro:9itiat i on f'or 

our sins and not f or ours o·· ly but a lso f'or t b -: 

,:,hol e ,::orl d ." Obvious ly t his is not a sedes doo

·trina e :tor t he doo·trine of the uni v ersc.li t ., of sin 

but from this pas age ,., see "'Gllat John r ee;ards t h e 

entire world as b enefiting f rom Christ's tone e_~t, 

not only t he b eliev ers , but a lso "'lil'le whol e irmrlcl . 

As Muller s ay , ."The o.eolarations, mo:r. over, ri.ich 

d.P.scrib e the d as i cr!. and p o•;'JOr of ' ed em ii:J. un to be 

-----------18 . Smith , David , _E."Cl>ositor1 s Grc~k Test m.4ent, Vol. 5, 

!>• 172. 

19. Lens. i, n. c. lI., In·i;e:rnr et a tion of Pet er , Jolm , 

Jude , Vol. 10, p . 404. -

• 
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for the salva tion of the \'IO'RLD (I John 2,2) i ply 

the same u..11.i Vt:)rsali ty of s i n , f'o): 1~an n .e · c. a SaVior 

a d an ·tonl~.,, n t only i r.. r o f a r a s h e :J.s a f'f lictc:cl 

~d th sin and l rnde.."l i-.,1 t h Bl.211 t. 1120 Just as Oh1":i.st • s 

. o~lvation was f or thc:l , h l e ,•;orl d , s o ·che whole 

t·.'o 1 nas in sin and l'lec .ed -this sal ,ration . s 

D"llm s ay s , "!l'h e s ol vat i on r,~eachcd by "'lihe Gnos"'Gics 

nas a c s t e , or ola s ~, salvation, t he salva tion o~ 

o. f avored few. Th e ti"Ue salvation i s cosmopoli"tan 

anc1 un:t v -rsal. "21 Thus :from t he u..'li ,,ersali ty of -'.;he 

v,orlcl ' s JvErt:ton rre deduce t h ~ uni.ver sality of t h e 

n orld1 need o:r. s a lvation, sin. 

The third pas ~ase allucl.e d to b efore occurs at 

tho v ?ry end of t h e eni s t l c i n t he f ifth ch!:lpt er, 

t he nin"'G centh v 1:1:r • 11 And ':7e know t ha t 7e are of 

God an t he whol e v,orld liet h in wic :ec1ness . " The 

con·te~rt of this pas~age sho'.7.., u s t het hero John 

t1i "ltti118Ui shes bet\• ")en t h e b eliever , ~ho are in God's 

h nds, r.nd "'Ghe unbeliev e .. r• , who a r e i n t he hancl.s of 

t he ,·10:cld and l ie i n wick ec.ln.ess . Tlus 1,as.::2.P-'.e can 

ba used to suppo:r·t tlle two cliscusf'ed pr cViot s l y . 

Both b0lieve--:·s and uni.> ,::-lic:ve:rs a r e sinful, the 

foi"'7Iler, howev er, b eing controlled by t he love of 

-----------~ 20. ~u1ler, Jt'!.lius , Op. Cit., Vol. 2, P• 257. 

21. Dana, H. E., Op. Cit., P • 28. 



God, t he l a t·t.er by tho rdc..redneE'°" oi' the \7orld. The 

matter of' ·the dif'fercnc s h ere vrill b e discu.af:~6. in 

conmaction with t he inev i t ability of s :ins . :Bu.,~ suf'

:f'ice it to say ·t ~"t hero too ,John a lludes to tl P. 

f llct of 1.miver•· l:i.-ty ,,·,hen he uses th-e tenn ~,, 
0 ('0.S • 

•C 
0 

I 
l\"OCS')c.0S 

Tltus John pr s ent s to his r eade:::-s ·i;he uni v er

s e l i ty of s i!1.. 

Bu.t Jo}',..n l:tkev;ise pr e""ents his reaclex-s a glimpse 

of' t he dmr.nabj.lj,t y oi:' s in. ! l'l t hxee p e.s.-egos partiou-

1 1:,rly John point s out the f'ao·t that menkind h a c- b een 

r esul 1'; su:ff'cl." t he p i,.ni ~h

mon.,li 111hi ch God inf'lic•ted on all those iho :tr .. U"'~r ess 

Through.out t he Ol d end Hew Test i ment t h e })cnulty 

oi' s i11 i E describ d as being death. " ••• For dust 

t h ou a1--t, and. tm-'c;o clus t shal t t hou r eturn. 1122 11 s0 

SP.u.J. d i ed for his transgr es sion r1hich he c ommitted 

aaains t ·the Lord .••• 1123 "The s oul t hat sinnetl1, it 

shall di e . 1124 "")here· ore a s by onP man s i n on'tered 

in-to the world , e.nd deat h by sin; and s o deat h pes 0 ed 

upon all men, for. t hat all hav e sil".11ed . 1125 "For the 

wages of s in i s deat h , hut the i:;ift of God i s e·termll. 

-----------22. Genesis 3,19. 

2,. I Chronic1es 10,13. 

24. Ezekiel 18,4. 

25. P.omai~s 5,12. 



lif ,.. t hro115h Je '10 Chrts -'.; our Lortl .• 1126 But h ere 1n 

John' s epi ~t l es ·::c hav e onJ.y a i"ew :referenc or:i t o t he 

cJ.amnab i l :t t y and se:;:-i misnes '° o:f si11. 

The f i rst of t he0 e i s , "F:veriJone ·wh o does t he 

s i n als o c1oes t he l ao;rl e P11e. s , and t he s i n i s t he 

l a vrleJ::snes . • 1127 

Rcre John point s out t hat s i n and l 2..·1l es r-nesc- , 

or br • aE.i !"..g of t he l aw, are one a.11d t h e smne t h i ng. 
A C "" 

e says, " lr~S o 1rolw \/ ( delibar a~el does , or 

i in t he lla b i .. G of doing .)" Th i s s t r ength.ens J o.hn 1 s 

" Fr ent oui•te ii bit s i nce t _e \·mr<l. 1r.\.S has a 

promi nen·t posi•t i on. a.t "'i;h e b et;i l'.nine of ·i;he scn"'Gence . 

1'N :cyon 1ho s i n i s guil-'c;y o:l b:reaki ng -'.;h e l aw. 

Th r. t e:rm ~µ.cl pt;-(~ i s used as 
~ I . 

a synonym :for Ji v 011-t.J.. 

w1d t hus cTohn sl'lo ya v,ha ·t s in r eal l y i s . Si n i n "the 

l ast anaJ.y s i s i s r eb el l i on ageinet God 1 s l aa. J ohn 

g oe.-3 on i n t h e sec o11.d pa:.rt t o connect t h ese t wo t cDJ1s 
~ \ 

mc:t"el y by using t he copul a - E: o•"~ l \/ , t hu s i dent i-

fyi ng ·tr-.e t •10 t ems as O.ile i 11 eaniJlB. As David 
~c.. I .:a\ C..~ I 

Smith p oi nt s out , 11 \\ "'-~ /ti p'i- l. 4.. , c--t I v ~ ~ vo;c,t.~ 

Th e arti cle i n both t ho subject nnd t he p r edi oa:lic 

ma.'lce ' s i n ' and 'la\·1l es •~nes s 1 oonv ert i bl~· end oo-

.x-i:ensive t erms. 11 28 

------------26. Romans 6 1 2 3 . 

27. I John 3, 4 . - Li t e:i.:·al Tra.l'lsl f' tion. 

28 . Smith , David, Expos itor ' s Gr eek Tes t ament , Vol. 5, 

p. 185. 
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sin. 

So John, i n our t e;!:t , ;;i ves u r. a· d fini tion of'• 

11Hi s intcn•iii on, c e1...,Ga in2y (in r epcetin6 t ne 

l ast phr a . e ) i s to cleif.ino. ·th e c onc cpt:ton of Cl'in t hus: 

1 anc1 hei"e i i1 c ons:l.s t i:i t h e natur e of sin, s i r . i s a 

r epn.di ti:t:lon or v i olat:lon of t he l a\·1. n29 .,.el enoh"'con, 

Gerhor d , DE!j.ez- , aml o·thers o.s. the ol d ci.o r-·metic:ia.ns , 

we . e i 11 t he h a bi"'G of u t:· i115 ·this pas, .ag e i;o defi ne 

e i.11. ?l"al 11ch-".;on c .:f'i> cd it as " defectu~ v el i nol;.D.E'.tio 

v , l o.ctio pugnE'.llS cum l o c J)c i ( ::.:izvol t or i ncl L.&:iiion 

or actio11 fightj.11r; ,:;ith t he l.ar: of God . ) 113° So J ohn 

i s 1,o:inti11g out t ~t s i n is r evolt against t he right

eot1."" l a w of Go el . "It 1 ~ the e.s crtion of "i;ha selfis h 

t•si l l aBai no:.t a p.,.ramoun·t authoz:i. t y . He wh o ins , 

b,:-c.: ~: , no-'G only by ~c ci dcnt, or i.n an i s ola ·ted ciot n~l, 

:}1'lt es::cn·l;ia J.ly , ·i;he l a w wh.:.a.l-i h e wa"" e re· .t ed to 

:ful iJ.l . n'3l 

Thus s:i.n i s in dircc-'c,; cont :t··1diction to a l l t hat 

j_13 rie;h'teou s ru'l.d holy .. . d , i n i"aot, i s e. ~irec·t r e-.. 
b ol l iO!'l ae!a~.n .. t -t.he r i e;ht eoue ::- oa . P.s L ens .. i o 

a ptl, poi nt s out, " ••• ·;; e l east I unri :7.ht P.ou sness ' 

~ould compel t h e 1 r i c;ht eous ' God to pronounce on 

u s o the v ery n!':11 :i.re 

--------------29. ~~1ller, Juliu ~ , Op. Cit., Vol. 1, P• 43. 

30. ~u oted b y ·u11er , Julius , Op. Cit., Vol. 1, p . 44. 

31. ~escott, Qu.at~d i n Pulpit Comr.1ent ~ry - Vol. Peter, 

John, Jude , p. 79. 

52. Lensl i, R. c. H., Op. c~t., Vol. ~o, p . 402. 
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of sin, tha i; it i r-: · 1 ellion r. aintr'i; t he riff tnouc 

YO , >rccluc1.r.:s t l '> •• a.ct t 1. ·i:; t he _ · cht eouC'• Coo ~T.i.J.l, 

b ~oa:v.re of' Hi o rinJ.y ~ia tu.,-:- ~, be c . ,po11 ,,d to ,-.mioh 

·:;hr:: tr .n' cr es~o:r. ~ hus t h 9 seriotJ.snos r- an c1ar .:r.a
bili·ty o:l s in i o broueht home :to u a by t he v ery 

dci'ini tion or sin s t he t rensgro ion o· .. th . 1 '!-."I 

The second p c ~ a§e i s ,;He nho <io~s th~ s :tn i 

o:: t h cl.evil, :for t h e d.ev i l s i 1~ :fro111 t he b e(:i nn i nl"' . 1133 

Her i Jot n p oint s ou:li tha·i.i anyou.o -:1ho s i !lS ( Md 

ll.-: h a 6 juo·t po:'.i.J1·tecl out that sin i s a r ~bel'li on 

~• ·• i"o:::t God ) :.:.s i n r ~c..1 i t of Jlih e devil, for t he 

' cv-ll ; s t 1e ~at hri o . s i n , :-.ho has sinn ~d fro ·· h e 

v ry ::a:i.J1.ni.D3 of sin. ~-Jhe.n t he :rat er of' s i n :. e -

• e llcc 1~a i n: .. : t oC. ~U'ld deE"irec. to b e eque.1 \•r.i: t : God, 

h e •;m aw o .... t :.i.n"iio O'l'lt e r dnr!cnees 21,d :lo.r~v or co11uc. med 

-~o ..1t 13rn .1 dar ·wtion. ~o ·the p erson t .:.t s i er: i s i n 

r e· lity of the r 1m o~ j;e.n, ~c'i. eha r ~s al o i n 

·t _ 1')unishmP.rrli v:l :le was inf'licJli ~ u,>on s2.·t€'.n. C.i.irist 

hime-l f' d ec l are t hi s r1 .. • n he c:p .. ys iio "those Jews 

,,vhi nh b eliev ed on hir 11 
• ••• ••• "ye a.re o::. your :..a t .. er 

the ~Vil, and the l ust s 01" your a t her r,i.11 y e do . n34 

Jla i-a ~s poi nt o out in ·th i col' .. nec•tion, " ••• ,.-,hat t he 

------------33. I John 3,s. 
34, J oh.~ a ,31 and 44. 
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Apostle s t-ey-"' ht:).: i c t ru.o i n t \•;o r,en:Jo,.. -1. ) .,~ .:at 

nJ.l ni· o cori i ·i; s i n , ev .n trt.\e l eJ.i ov O:Z-f", s o f ""::- s 

·i;h .y r.. c .:.m::p crl rui·i; , :.i.11 thi r? ::i-:-c~·p .ot :,: ea·rii 1 • F t'.tnn. 

- 2 .) 11 i·ho hal>it ually :md o •. ,:- .. oteri tioally ~in 

~r o-Z the devil. 1135 !i.'hi s mar k nhich ,Tohn 1,u·ts 

n ~ l thoP.e t·1l10 sir, , p oin•t out asain t o uc-- "the 

ci • .?J'JUl..._biJ.i•i.y and utter s c .. i o xsner.-: of :::in i 1 t 0 oyes 

o. God . 

Th r. th:i.rd pa ... car;e .1e ,11J.J. oon j_f. r.:r v or,y b :-"'. r.::::'lv • 

.. o .:now ·that "lV c ry,r • ui"c ~r ,;,;., o c · not ha 'l'/"e ct ern ... l 

~ere John ni cl :; ottt ·)nrticu-- . . 
l ::irly one sin, -'.;be s:in of 1ct:red, anc "oncJ.uc.n7 ·c;: , .t 

""'r orn the pert to ·th whol e v:c mc1.y concl ude fl."on this 

·thr--.t s in i 11 e;cmcrt 1 i s: .)U.ni~hable in t ie s~.me :respect. 

o: course , di •tinction i n .,in i ~ w.a a by Scrip-'GU.r~ , 

euch .:ts t he OQt a lo,;ue~ or s i n i n I Oori nt_1i ~s and 

ot her of' P :1.1.l Is o :>i"'tle . • Ho.mircr, i t -~:ould b oo 

r- uoh of desrcssion to d i $OU ·f ch. distinct · on 

at thi time. Su.:f'ficc i •i:; to "'&.Y t ha"'.; ,Tom h e;:a })Ci nts 

ont t he s cr-lousnes:· of Sill anci its 1:.·csultini; l r,s., of 

of' ha:lired . 

-----------35. Darnos , Albo:.t-t, Op . Ci·t; ~, Vol . 10, .. P • 318 . 

36. I John 3,15. 
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f1hen we speak of the inovi t abil1 ty o:f sin ( under 

orui na:ry condi•tions ) it i i!, elf-evident tha t we are , 

to a c erta in e t ~nt , r etroRdi ng s ome growid c ov er ed 

in t he di s cussion of t ho uni"TP.r~ality of s in. Ho 1-

evor, a d i cus~i on of the i ricvitubility of' s i n ,.--1th 

z·cgara ·to ·t h e ·l;heo:. 71 o:f r£ c•lii onism :,,,ould b e r c-

uir od by t he netw.~e of John' s ep i stles; 

Th er e a r c atci:teme'lt i n John' s firs t er>i stle 

whi c h seem t o i n<licate :t fi · s t c;lance "that John 

i~n,riaion a condi•tio11 wh i ch men. coul d rea ch a s 

Chrie t ian i n vmioh t hey ¥ ould no l onger b e fiU,il•ty of 

s i n . u t this i s only a ap~arent oont raci ction 

,·,:i "'lih rea l Scrip•tura l t eachi ng and n o·i; a :re .l one. 

An exampl e of su ch a "·tat ement o:r John i s t h e 

i'irst v er se of the s eoo ~d cha:,ter. 11• -ry 11 "title 

chil dren, t hese thinn=· ~-,_i•to I unto you t hat ye 

i11 n ot." Does h e me1-.u1 to s y here , after his di c 

cuszion of chapt13r one , v ersec:.- e i gii-i; t o t en , t .11 t 

a f ter the blood of Chri~t lm s wa.~h e d away our a n s 

there i s- a p o s . ibili ty "tha·t we may b e in a con~· t i n 

·;her o ,·.: are a b l e not ·Go sin? Th e contradict ion 

s e em~ t o arise i n ~he f act th t Jo1n i s h ere con 

s i d e :t."'i ng ·the b eliev ,3r · f rom t he vi ewp oint of h i s 

s anctif'ioation by t h e power o:f' God t hrough :Ca i t h at d 

i s not c onsi · ering t h ,: "'1ll1iir e · man, ~7i t h als o ·the 
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oth er na t u o, -'Ghe ol d sinful f 1 esh. n an at be t is 

t.,,o- f'a c eci ev en after conv er.!=li r,n . lTe has t h e n e~. raan, 

whi ch 1a s beP.n bo::i:n ~n h i m, bu t l'le al. o r et a i 11r:, t he 

old ~inful f l esh. It i s v oi-y true , a s Sc ll ei~macher 

s ~y , "Sin i n t he l ife of t he redeemed n o l onge_ 

e.·"'!rci s es a penet rati ng y,o,·!er. ,,37 The Christian i s 

not a slav e of s in or he i. not a t n1e Ch.:i sti a..'l'l . 

The Chris t i an' s l ife i guided by love , l ove for God 

and man vhioh flo~ from faith. But this does not 

mcn11 ·t11a·t p erf eot i on is t e onl y r e u l t ev cnt"'ltally. 

As l ot'..{!; a "'" man 11 v es u ;,on e rth h e 11, • 11 b e dual in 

nc.:t ur ., h i s n ew m 1 br-:ing t he ,servant of God and his 

old man b ei ng t he t ool ot: Satan. As "fuller a s , 

"It j_ s , hoi·,ev e:i.", a f :10"'.; 1,·•n1c, 1.rdl l not be dcni r , 

a:t l east by ·th ) P.r; ('• c.:at o t hemsel v es , tha:ii thoee 

J'!ev ,:,r wholly :fr :•o from s in durinB t heir. eart.Ll.., 

oev elopment. Thny hav e ever a bat t l e to f i 1t, a 

c r eful wat ch t:o lcee , l e s·t t he di vine :9rincipl e 

w:i.•t h i n ( -;ha t I h av e call ed , •the n ew man•) s hould 

i mpcr c e1>tibl y decline , and t he op osi t e selfi sh t en

dency (whnt I hav e called, •tha ol d m n 1 ) shoul d 

s r ow , so a to produce an i nner i s cort diff icult 

37. uoted in r:u11er , Op. Cit. , Vol . 2 , p . 272. 
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to remove , or cv • t h o •::tin.c-"Gion of t hei ~ e-piri t u e.l 

life . 11 38 Or ev -en s Lennri a,:. , "To find any t ype 

oi: -p .r t: ~ct:i. n i sm i n ·i;h e t on s a ( o:t chapt er ·t !.-:ro , v ··r oe 

on e , 't.ilcr l:i y e. '"'"i,. not•) run c ount 2r to e.l J cTohn h s 

a l :rendy s a i l i n cha1,t e.r on1 • , v e:,;~o.-?R sev n t o t en, .s 

wol l c.S t o wh~ -'c; .i1e n o1.· -,rt·lai • 1139 Thus such seeL1i n5 

co1riiradi c•tions c aasily b e i.. one oi,.t when on e con-

si de::i::s m ' s du " l j'la"liu:t·~ an<l t h f act -that bo·l:ih ::i des 

o:t m,m ar ' J1ot ::l wny s i n t hia pict u r i:,faen J ohn or 

o·ther Scrip-"aui~a 1 t?ri•l.ez·s mention man• s a t te;•1pt s by 

God ' s l!!''"'Ce t o l e ,-d a lii"e of c nnf'or, i ty to the rJill 

o:r Go<l. 

Scr:ipt·uro abonnc1 nit h l)a ~H gee- 1.ention i ng t i.e 

•i;ot a l · cpr avi t of m~n snd t he "'i n:ful na.1.ur ,) o::' :-it • 

"Bl:!hol d , I wa s shapen i 11 i n i q,ui•l.y at d i n s i 11 c.i"' my 

ot her c 01.c e i v ~ me. n40 " Who c an bi"'i.11~ . c l e r-r1 thi. P

out of an uncloen? Not ono l u~l c··uller say: , 11T .is 

pas:=..:.g e a l lud es r.ot onl.• t o an i nborn , but to a:. 

i u:1eri ~ ed uncle;•:.,nes ~. n42 ;'Tha t vilic h i s b orn. of 

f l esh i e f l esl'l. "4 3 (r,..ull er ,.2,y ... , " a-J. p ~ ( i s ) 

htunr:11 .na'iiure i •t~r-: l r as alien f ron: r;ocl and t he sr.rvant 

-----------38. ~"ullor, OJ2 • Cit. , Vol . 2 , p . 272 . 

39 . I,en~ d , 01,. Git . , Vol . 10, p . 404. 

40. Psc-,.lm 51, 5. · · 

41 . Job 14, t'!- . 

42. . uler, Op. Oit. , Vol 2, p . 276 . 

43. John 3 , 6·. 
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" We 1,ver e by n aturt? ·th e 
I ( cp u rs E. L , by nature , 

shows t.l:lei.t "the e:f:i:•ect still presents i "~sel f b ec eu.s o 

·t~hc rogC"' .. nera:i;o m n cloesn't roccj_ve an entirel y new 

b ei n~ but ·th e ol d 110.t ure linge rs on .) "i'!e als o may 

i11c l u "e in t his s i1.oh conf'essi ons as t hat of Paul, 

who spenk as a r egenerate an, "The good t he:t I ,/,ould1 

·tha -"G I do not I 11 46 

Tht1.s vre s ee t he Soripttu:·aJ. a t t itude toward 

1>er:feotionism. I n Joh.'l' s f'i 1•s -"G epistl e w·e briefly 

l' rliion t v10 pas.·ag,3s whi ch treat t h i s probl em. T_1e 

f'i r s-'i. j_s I Joh.11 1, 7-10, wi i<Jh has been t r ea.te 

mchau •"'"'Gi vely above i1'l c o.nri.ect i 011 v:i th t h e uni v cr -, 

C'.!nli•t y of" s in. ~.il.e soco11d i s "If any man see bis 

b::::-oth er sinnj.ng n sin no·t unto d eath, h e 0 hall ask , 

and Goo. r;ill giv e him l ife :for them t ha -'c s i n not 

unt o cleat h . rr47 "r ith "Ghis \"le want to c ompare t l1e 

nerii v er s e , "J, 1 unr-lght eousnes r-- i s s i n : and t here 

i "' a. sin not unto deat h . 1148 

I t i s evident t hat J ohn i s spe t i l'lg o1: t ee sins 

1,·1hich do not c ondemn man t o dee.th bec ause they h ve 

bee11 oorruni•t·t ed i n wP.akne" :: anc1 are c ommi t t ed b y 

44. I3uller, Op. Ci t . , Vol . 2 , p . 277. 

45 . J:.p hesi eJ1s 2 , '5 . 

46 . Romans 7 ; 18 -19. 

47. I John 5,16. 

48. I Johll ' 5,17 • 



•h:d s tion pcopl ho i r'1t'ledi ate l r ~pent oz t h is 

r-;e· n c ... ~1(1 rP.c~iVf' God 's :C'orgivene . :fo~ the ---Elke 

ot: C:hris•t; 1 s ir'.;on em t. 49 Als o, i t i s evi. omt t hat 

Tohn i s vJrl•i;ing to r.h~ "'tie l'l p eopl P. and t ell t h em 

t h ·t t :1ei .. brethren , t heir f' e l.lot·, Christian""' , ma.v 

l>e ov -.rt -.lc ·n i n such s i ns not urr to cloa·iih . It i s true 

·i;h t J ohn do~s not h e:re mal: . a o -'i;e5orioal t a "i;ement 

·t h •:t Chris t i t"JlS a l s o :tra vic•tirna of s i n , bt.1.t s ound 

her 011.cu"'i; :i.o~, princ i p l e s ""till allm·, u ~ to a._.z.,1 t he 

i n:f<:rc1 c . tha -t,; J o 1.ri l1e.s i n. mind her e t h e f'act thfrt 

li:-o Ohris •tians f ull i n1;o s in and hav e .1.a\;.l-'ij e-: beccu se 

oi" iiha p r e s enc e of ·t lle si n::r""ltl m~:'i;uro i n t 1ei r !1ea 1'1i . 

Thus ·,e hav o :t scu"' :--ed , on t he l>a sis of s ,.n_ l e 

1bstantiat et1 and 

1?xpl t:1i ned by "lih e v;hol e body of Sc:r.iptv.r e , t he t h r ee 

oi nts r "}aardi ng Man' s n -:!ed oi: ~ru..vs:tion , t he uni

v r.r &:-J.i ty, t h e damnabiJ.i•:;y , a n d "'tihc inov i t abili t y of' 

sin. 

Oe h.aa·ten, ther ei'oro, to a di scus i:;ion of t h e 

1, ssages vh i ch speer cl i :::ec·t J.y o God ' s pl an of s ·, -

v t.~:ti on , o~ the r edempt ion i·.,r ought by lli.s s on Jceu 

49. of . I Johll • 1, 9. 



The epi stles of John a l ro point out t he otl or 

s i de of the picture of t he ivin e motive :for t ho 

C:hr:i. s tian l ife , n&J'llel y , t he lov e of Goel i n t h e r •

d ornption of Ch:!."is t. We w:i.11 soe ho\'I John !)oints 

out p&rticula x-ly t ho deit of Oh-"i ,. ·t , Ohri ... t ' s 

obedi on·tie a c·i:iiv~ anc.1 ob di ntia paesi v~ , an fi1"-c. l ly 

our adopt i on as on of God . 

Conc ei'"llin t he ei·ty of Chri .. , , John i s v ery 

ol car. l e will point out t en ~a~oogee i n which ~he 

mai;-t or i s ,1.c:rini t r.:ly s t e.t ecl . Fi rst irre de, rd t h 

s v en pesrages whi ch use t he phrase, "Son o:f God." 

rr And truly our f ellow~hi_ i s with t he Fa"'liher 

a11 wj:th Hi s Son , J esus Ohr~.r-·t. n50 " •••• And t he 

blood o:f J esus C.h.ris t His .. 0 11, olePnseth u s from 

all s in • u5l. "He i eo Antichris t t hat dezi.iet h t he 

Pother and t he s on . 1152 "In t hi s \ 'las manif ceted t ::o 

l ove o:f Goel tow"' -:c~ uc- , b ee :use t .at God s,;,nt Hi s 

. only b ego·tten ..,on i nto t he v,orl ", t ha t ~-,e miBht 

live through Holl . . Hereln i s love , not t hat we. 

lovr-.1d God , but t hr.rt He love u s and sent Hi s Son 

to b e the pr op i tia.tion :for our s ins.' 53 11 
• .'Uld r,e 

-----------50. I John 1,36. 

51. I Jo.hn 1, 76. 

52. I John 2,22. 

53. I J ohn 4,9-10. 
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heve c:•oen an.d do tqcti:.:', that t ho _tat her s ent t he 

Son to b e the S .v:io_ of the '."!OT.l • \' nosoev er shall 

conf'ess ·that Jesu " i s t he on of God , noel clr.·:c1l'lth 

i n him an he in God. 1154 " './ho i s h e tl "'Ii ovr--:r:oorncth 

t 1 r orld but h · ·that believ et! t lu,:t Jesus i s t he 

Son o:= (fod? 1155 "Grac e be wj:i;h ;rou, moroy II an !Jeace , 

from God t h e 1l'a·t her, e.nrl from "l:hi? Lord J esu 

t he S 011 of' th,l Fat her, i 11 t Z'U.·th and _ov e . 1156 

The "e are fo1.u:- ways oi' p l."0Vi11g t he cl :!. t .. o_ 

hr5.s t . As ev c:l ._ o•-riieohum"n olasf-• is t au&rt , :·1e l:l:ay 

onll ,,hrie-'li orl "bee use Sor:ip1..-uro ascJ."ibe -'.;o I im 

ciivi11e ru es , di,,j.nc a t tribu·i;ea , divine i10r1:o 1 end 

i vinc honor 311" c lor,\r. u57 In these pasC" .acs divine 

n amen c:: ,,. . a""cri be. to c.Te, 1.1s . lie is dir P.ot J.y ca l led 

the • on of Goel ox t . e So of' -'Gile Fatl er. Tlti.s 

di vino SonF.hi p can not f or on'$ moment b c don.bt ad 

r:h'"1.l'l on"' p i e s up t h e e:pj_s-"cles o:f Jol n . I t runs 

throughout t he en-tire t .:101.1..ght a s t her c s at1pl e pas-

on t h.i poin•i; :!.n thei:i: r eports on t he"' e pa :--ages. 

I t s ee.."lls to b e a point t hat is fr . 1.1.ently t ai:f "--11 -Zor 

GZ'ai'lt eO . Of t h e ~ pasc~e ~, h o111cver, it i c su=ii ci e11-t 

55. I John. 5,5. 

56. II John 3. 

57. Luther's Smell Cct eoh:i.sm, :9. 103-104. 

• 
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i f we cl ·1ell on t he one 1;1h icb i ,,, >9Cl.'t.l:i."' to· John. 

" In i:lti. vra s l'lanif e~·i;r,d "~he love of Gor1 to1m,r d us , 

b e o.u sc t;h•~·,., (,.oc1 s ent Hi 01:l . ., begotten Son i ut o the 

,·,orld 1;hrrt v,~ mi e '1t live t ::.ough Hi m. 1158 
\ C\ ;, "' \ 

t-av u10V "'ut-oo -to'1 " )c.OVO~t V ~ P 

p l a i rD.v . "~o word oan be p l a i l>Ar t -::.n t hese ""~d 

11c~d l cs:-- x J.armt ion to fmyone a c _1taint ed ~:it h 

S"'G. J ohn. n59 TLe p}',.:r..•ar-;e literally means , 11lii .s on , 

·i; 1e onl y chilcl . " It i s used onl~r by J ohn as e. 

:i.s us•.d thl.·oe t i mes b • L -o r c:.i'er:ti 11g to or,l y- chil dren 

o hu.mnn p:ir ent a e.nd 011c e by Pau l i n r P-f erri ng to 

I~a~c ~€ the onl y son 0£ Abr aham. John u~as t he 

t ni"Tll ~our tin es in hie Gospel r efer - i ~ to Christ 

1<.'i once he ·e i n t he f i r s t c1>ic-tle . 60 Ba:mco s s 

cone .rni ng t hi a t ~:r."'J,, 11 s i: e v,1as ni ne 1tly ·the Son 

of Goel , sust a :ln i G n peouli i:- :rol a •iiion o ITi rrt :11 

His divin ,:, natl.lrc , e:-talt ed above t"ll 1.n and sn.Jcle, 

and t hus v,orthy t o he callee by w~y of emi nPno " iiis 

onl S011, nGl t his ·ton-:i i "' bestowec1 on .. i H by John. 

Thu w_ l ecv e t hese pu:::·r :-!$OS in Hhioh divine nar'!e ... 

a r e a c corded ·i;o J eS1.1.s , p r ovi116 His deity . 

-----------58. I J ohn 4,9. 

59. Al f ord , Hani--y," Greek Test ~ ant , Vol. 4, p . 489. 

60. of. Johl'l 1,14; 1,1r. ; 3,16; 3,18; Luke 7,12; 

8,42; 9,38; Hebre't'·e 11 ,17; I John 4,9 . 

1. B~.rnes , Op. Ci t . , Vol. 2, p . 184. 
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J)'!vine attrib1t·l;f.) are a l so ttr ibutecl to J esus 

by John 1h Jn he R!)eaks of ,Je sus a s beins t h e eternal 

~ J t O s "'= ~ s ? w ~ S. • "That whioh wa.s from the 

b e(l;:i.nn:l.ng , whioh \·1e hav e h eer d , !7hich ,: e have seen 

,11th our eyes, \"lhi oh r,e hav fll looked upon , and our 

h ands hav e hancll od , of .,.;h _ ,Vo:;:-d of' T.,ife ; ( ,•or the 

life was ma11if'os t ed, and v:c hav e s een it, and boar 

wi t nees , ancl shew unto you ·tha t et crna J. J.if I'} , which 

WR "' with t he Fat ~ er, at d 1r·m.u mru-iii'es"ted unto u s ; ) ,62 

Th2:t thi s pas:•·age r ,J.fr:r · to Jeet::.s Chris t b ecomes 

cln~•r r1hen ,·,c c omp ,..c this iia t ement ,..,i t h others 

of' J ohn , lil e t hat i n his G·o1:.:pel, "In t he beginni ng 

' the word ( o 
I 

~o ~ o s ) ••••••• • ••• a ncl t h e r.·:or d 
I 

). o h'"os ) · .'R r a.de fl esh and di,·;el t £. ong u s . 11&3 

oi~ 1-1g i n \.'lh~ \11.1 c oJJ1pare ·i;hi s s·iiat emP.nt ni•th J o::m• s 

s ·t :--t emc:m·t i n • ev P.l A:tion , 11.A.rid He w. e clo · r.:6.. ~·rl t h 

a v ,si."l.u 4 e cl ip ed i n blood : :m d Hi s name i ~ c l ec1. , 

Th e Word of God ( & 1\c\ o s ~ !'-.:, j.@. oU ) • n64 
C l, .L"" 'Z, "' 

A Alford says , "I reg .... rd 'then o no ~os ~" s. -1 1.cJ \c .s 

: s t l, e d,es j.g11a .. Gio11 of 01.11.~ -ord Ri msel :f . He 1 ::: ·th 
, '\t L., r\ 

?\o ~ o.s , a."ld i s t he f\O ~o s , lo\Si ?wl.tS, 

t his g eni tive b ei ng ona o~ ap: os i t ion , as Ho de
\ 

3cribe a .. i m-=el f' a.c- bciDG t h e 1 w '1 , John 11, 25 ; 

-------------62. I John 1,1-2. 

63. Joh ll 1,1 & 14. 

64. Rev el a tion 19 ,13 . 
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John 1 4,6 ••• nG5 Thus Joh11 ref'e r s to Jesus a . t he 

"Word of Life" b in6 con~i et ,~nt in oar-.cyi n rs 011.t 

t h:i.. :fi •ur0 a l oo j_n hi~ G·ospf:1 r-.nc thr: Apoct•l.ypr:e. 

Eu·(; .., h e i •iport nt thil'lt,; i · tl1 ... t • e connect £ r!i t h 

t hi s ·th ou,eht in V O?SC trJO t h e t ~·:o Viorel::; , -t~" 
:a I 

rAl w V Lo V , the e·tex·nal l if'c , the etcrne.l '/JOra. of' 

_i:f'c. Thus John o. · :rii,cs ·i;o Jesus t h e a ·trtribu .. Ge 

o:f. et erni ·ty, d l e o t her eby asc::ri binB :f'urt h~:;: ";;o .. Ghe 

a e i ·i;y o:f Chri s t. 

Divine wor e als o a rc a"ttribut e to - sus by 

John i n his ep i~•l;l e · • Ii e s1,ealr many tine.. of J esus 

:,<i U:i.s ~,;arks of r ct1.empt ion. Of -'Ghese •11 - hall p i ck 

out t 10 t•;l " ch p n:rticu l a rly p oin •i; ou ·t t his f' ""'C"G. 

11 .,ho i s a lia r but h e •i;hnt denj_c"Gh t hat J esu "' i r 

·i,he Ch ri ·t. 1166 11 ~IJ.10 oev r•r b e1iuv et h ·theri:i J e u s 1:: 

·ii. o .,hri s t is bor ?J of nod •••• "67 Th e word us~n in 
c: V / 

b y Jol1n, 0 /\ 'f> I o-i o.s, ffltiOllS 

li-'\i cr ally, -'.;he anoint ed, t hu r c f ~:ri"ing ·t;o t he 
I 

ee. i m . "In t h e Utl.!:•.• Tci::·i;ai e. t i•i; ( a X p I .,..-tos ) 

i s u sed -- of ·t.1~ r es :::i ab , view d :i.n h i s g a.."lc:dc 

.,. ,2 p ec·t (·the wore~ , t he.t is -'Go s a y- , b ei ng u . ~d as 

a11 ap1·h1l l ati v e r ather t h n a pJ·oper name. ) n68 

------------65. .~ford, OE■ n:1.t., VoJ. . 4, .P• 422. 

66. I John 2,22a 

67. I 'Jolu1 5,1~\ 

68 . Thayej:-, Jose_h Henry, 

the !l e1i:,, Testa,nf'.nt, p . 672. 
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Thus in t her.-e ·tr,o l')i~Stlagea t h - r-~s0 1 e.nic of:fio ,;; o:l 

J ~f:UA , the :fac t t he.t ae we · t he fulfillment of t he 

mt-lny C>l d Testament paesiagi=.:s :re{3r-\?'dine t he ~-esf\i . h 

1,·1h o n:a to r.eder:m Hi s peopl e, i e de:f'i ni".; ly ey,olcen 

of, t h'l.ls ad· · .n~ ttnot h er _, roo.f to his d~ity. 

As ·t o t he :.':'our th p roof :tor Chris -'G 1 s d ei•iiy, 

div:.nc honni" a11 g loi"Y, ..,., ,. h av e of' course 110 def'ini·t e 

1n~ :::a:see to poi nt ou·t., bu"'li t he g~nc1·al iamor of John1 s 

\7"'"itint3 b ears t llis 01.r·.; woll. John ·, oin"lis out both 

i n -1 C¼osp .l and h e, ·e i n t he e..:,istles t ll::1.t t he , 
~o ~as ' 

t h \'!orcl., i s a .P rt o:e the !i1:. i J">i ty ?.Jld 

-"G 1u s c r1nal t o ths J?a "'Gher and t h e Holy Ghost, t .. 1us 

c oor, i n5 .'fesus a p l a ce oi' div-1:je h?nor and 31 ..•• 

nut w11 l1a:::ten on to point ou·t .:. aes 'let?S • :'l rc:aki 11g 

oi' t h e obedi errt:_l n a ctiva of Chris "c. By ·i;he ob.~C::.i1.:.:.1•i:iia 

-=-ctiva Wt;J m .e..11 ·i:;!10 obedi enc ~, "by ·;:hicll our dj_v ine 

~u1is ti im:i.e p l a o ed .. i i ms l f ~1 er t he oblig e.t :i on of 

t 1~ divin =~ Law, :?t'llfilli u,g it i n our s t ead by •_j_s 

_ ... ·cf'e 'tl y h oly l i f ·e . i;69 I11 hi!:: epi stl es John refers 

t o this sinJ.ee:~ erfec·t:to.n of Chri s t i:everal tir"le s . 

'IIJu1d ev ery ma."l t hat hath ·i;his h o1>e in Him 1>uri :fi et h 

hir11self' ., .ev an as He 1° , Ul.'c . rr70 " iu"ld y ~ k."lo~ :,1 that 

69 . '""uell.e1.•, J. T., Chri s tian Dol)!'l&tios, n . 30 - 307. 

70. I ,John :;, 3. 
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:is no sin. n71 "He that commi tteth sin 12 of the 

devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. 

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 

He might destroy the works of : the devil. n72 "He 

that saith he ab:ideth in Him ought himself' also so 

to we-J.lc, even as He walked. u7'3 In these pa s sages 

John declares t hat this only begotten Son which 

nas sent into the ,:,orlcl by God v,a s perfect and pu:re 

and s inless . Being sinless , He a lwqs :fulfilled the 

1 ,,·w of God under which i!e voltmiia riJ.y placed Fiili.self 

when He as~umed "the fo:rm of man. Thes e pas .. P.!gcs 

n ~ed no particular expl anation. It is evident by 

,hr.1 st• s life t nnt He v,as pei-:f'eo·t and sinlee c:-, yes, 

J ohn goes so f ar as to say that sin was i ropos ible 

for Fi m i f Re wer e to retain that gre t confidence 

God pl a c ed in Him to carry 01.1t the redemption of t he 

world. He came to d estroy t he works of the deVil, ' 

who i s the f ather of s 111, and as such a .destroyer, 

He Himsel f would h~vo t o r amai n unta i nted from the 

world. Tht1.s Ch.7.·is t f'ttlfilled G6d1 s l!oly Law for us 

through Hi s perf'ec·t life here 0111 earth. Since ·the 

fall of man into sin 110 one had b een able to ' e •:p 

---~---------
71. I John 3,5. 

72. I John :,,a. 
73. I John 2 1 6. 

• 
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God's Law. 11.All have sinned ancl come short of the 

glor,y of God. 1174 But yet God' s ~w was binding. upon 

man. "The s oul tbat s inneth, it shall die . u75. "A 

new oornmandment give I unto yot'l, ·tha:~ ye love one 

anot h er ,; a s I hav e loved you ·th.at y e a l s o love one 

a nother, n76 c ompared rd th ~love i s the fulfilli l"..g 

o:f' t he Law. 1177 So J'lan n eeded h el p in this deml'.nd 

of Goo.. Christ o:f'i'ercd H:l.mself' a s ·ou:r. ~ub ~t i tute 

i n fulfilling God ' s Law for us by l eadi ng a s:tnJ.ess 

l i f e . This t ru.th J o~ als o points out in hie epi stles 

when h e speaks oi t he s i nl es -ness of Oh_-r:Lst. 

Chris t' s obed~entia pas ive i s als o clearl y 

brouglrt out by John . By ·i;he ob edi entia pasE-i v e vm. 

mean ·th e ob€ldi enc e 11b y which !!e pJ.a o ed Hi mseJ.f under 

t h e cur se of t he Law and suffe r ed and di ed for t he 

sins of' t he v,orld. n7B Thie pas ive ob edi ence J ohn 

re~ ers to i n t hr ee ways . Fi rst, -he gives us pas ~·~es 

c onc e r ning t he g en eral. :r.ec1emJYtion of Christ. Thc:11 , 

secondly , we f i nd pes s~es r ef a r-.d.11g pa.Ttio1.1l Ar l y 

to the s uff ering and deat h e.ncl , t hir d l y , we have 

pass~ges r eferring in genei--al to t h e f orgiv eness 

o:f sins wroucht by Chr i st ' s pasc::iv e ob edi en oe 11 _______ ,_ ___ _ 

74. Romans :,,2,. 
75. Ezekiel 18,4 & 20. 

76. John 1:;, , 4. 

77. Romons 13,10. 

78. ~'iU.eller, J. T., Op. Git., P • 307. 



In t he first oas~ we hav e- such pas~ases a & 

these. "In this was rnan:.tfest d the love of God 

to'rvs rd us, because thRt God sent :His 0111:, begotten 
, 

Son i nto the world , t hat we , i ght live th_""Ough I"i ;:1, ,,79 

"And t e hav e s een ru1d (to t e s t ify t hat the Fat h er 

ent the Son to b e the Savior of the world . nBO 

11.,\nd thi s i s 'the rooord, ·ch"'t G-od hath giv'ID to us 

et r nal life , and t his li~e is i n Hi s Son. He that 

h· th the Son h -·th life ; and h e t hat hath not the 

on o:? God hat h not life . 1181 In these pass: gee 

John speaks g en ei-nll;y of the r edemptive work of 
\ 

Ohris t . He calls Hi m the savior, a-w~II\. t • "In 
\ 

the .r ev, Test ament ( · crwt\,\ p ) i.s applied to •••• 

·tho .. 1es eoi ah , antl. Uesus a s t he ·"essi ah. , t lu:-oue,.~ whom 

God 1::ives s alvation. 1182 Thui=- John s peal-;:s of man 

having lif e through Ohrie t , t he Snvior, for He it 

i s whom G·od has s ent into t h e \'lorld to bring to 

man ealva t :ton. 

:But, secondl , J ohn sp oak,:: more p :-il"tioulc~r l y 

of tha sw?f ering and dea·th of' Chri .. t in such paseages 

a s t h ese. "Mereby p eroei v e we the love of God, be- . 

-----------79. I John 4,9. 

ao. I John 4,14. 

81. I John 5,11•12. 

82·. Thayer, , Joseph HeJU'Y', Op. it., P• 612. 



oause Ile laicl down If1fl lif'c f'or us.n8 '5 "Th:1.s is 

He that c ame by water and blood, even J estis Chri--t; 

not by •:rater only, but by ,.-;e.ter a"l.d blood. nB4 The 

:first of "Gh ose t 11~0 :paseaees is simple e.Q.ough :to 

U.TJ.dGr t and. God hacl a.eore ed tha t all mon mus·t cli.e 

for ~he . t:remem:.ous debt of sin which evc:i:70110 had 

0011tre oted and wa.s still con·tra oting daily, for 

ev ,..ry per s on cla ily s i ns rin1ch aBd deserv .e no .. Gh i ng 

but punishm t"-.nt. Ghrist, h owever, b eceme our Sub

stitute also in this th~t I::e c a.me into the \·orld 

and offer ed Hi life to the jus tice of God jn pay

m nt for our debt o-:f sin. This Wl'.s univ -•rsal - He 
\ 

di d t his f or all men - He i,·1a2 truly the cs-wt \I\ p 
.... ""' . 

t .ou IC"o a-µ o u , tha Savior o'f ·the wor l d . Th.e 

e oc ond pa"' f" , ge p r tl P..l1ts t .1e f'&.c~ t hat Chri s t i s the 

Savior o:f' "Ghe worl " "'tihrough His shedding of' blood .• 

Thus l-Ie is de:f'ini .. ~e ly linked up 1:dth t h.a "suf. r i ng 

s r-rvant" of' I saiah 53. Kretzmann says of t his 

second 1>aspa5 c , "Her e t he two :prinoip:al ev ents in 

tha 11:f'e of ·Jesus .ore set before our eyes, n2sn.::ly, 

~.is b aptism, by which He e11tered upon His public 

minis·try, and Hi~ suff ring c.'\11.d death, through which 

l e oror1r. d His work of' redemption. 

a:,. I John :,,16. 

84. I John 5,6. 

h ese two events 



prov~ vd t h sp eci a l force th~ t Je_su.s i s th,~ Chriflt, 

th Snvior of' t he world, 1185 !ehus John piotures 

Chrt"'t 2 t h e s u:P.f 13ring al'ld <lyi ng Lemb of' God \7ho 
. ' :. ·.~,.,t 

·:,h:r.•ough t h i s clea t ll pai d t ije ,J)en a l ty and en c'iu r e the 

puni~hment , for t he si n s o~ all t he world . 

lht.t John, lilte:vi s e , pr cs en·;:;s thirdl y , passRges 

-'Grer-t ing ·the f'orgi v e110s$ of s ins as rec 1 VP.cl by ma n 

f rom t h e deat h of Ch rist. 

" .ru1d He i s t h 1>:eopitiat i.on , for our sin s : and 

n ot f or ou r s of:1..1.y , l>u ·t a l so f o:r: the sins of thn t-:~1ole 

··o:t'ld. uB6 "I wr i t e unto y ou , l i t t l e children., becau s e 

your s ins a r e f'o:re;ivan y ou for Hi s name' s s elce . nB7 • 

He_ei n i lov e , n ot t h at we loved God , bu~ the t Re 

l ov ed us , and ~ent Hi s Son to b e t he pr opiti ation 

f'or our s ins . nBB "But i f we v1aL"lc i n t h~ light , a s 

tie i .· i n the ligh·l; , we have fe1l o\·rsb1p one v,ith 

-nothP.r, and the blood of J estts Ohri s J~, rii s Son , 

c l eans ..;tll u s :~ram 211, s i n . n
89 11If' we oori..1' -.ss- our 

s ins , He i s f a i t h fuJ. anc1 jus Ji. to :f'or e;i v e u s our s i n s 

and to c l eanse t1s from all w1r :.i.gh·teousnes s . r:90 

85. Kretzmann, P. E., Popul.ar Oonunentm.z, Vol. 4, p . 576. 

86. I John 2,2. 

87. I John 2,12. 

88 . I J ohn 4,10. 

89. I John l,7. 

90. I John 1,9. 
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I n t hose pass~ s John picw.res the r edemption 

of Christ , pc.riiictll.arl y His suf'fe:rine; and deat h , 

f rom the viewp oint of' t he s i nner r eoeivi:16 i'orstv -

n as for h i s s i ns b ec ause: of -'clie mer its o-£ Chri t . 

· on e i nt er esting met t er mu ~t contr ol our at t ant i on. 
C. \ \ 

T-dco John u ses t he ~ orcl l /\~<r"l"(.OV • He alone u-.-es 

·the . ord i n t .ili s :for m t ho 1.5h C.[\~a-t:ifptov:.tc- used 

i n Paul's E'pi etl t o ·the :':omans ai:.d in t h ,, ~ ietl e 

91 C \ / -'.;o t h l Heb:raws . Lu.le~ als o uses t he v erb t 11dao-k"ofa,i '-

e.nd the ,-n::i: iie::... to ·the Hebrews 1i :e'lr.i.se uses the f or m 

o::r th _ v , .. rb.92 2he \Vora. i s full of me21 i .,. end the 

11n --;11 sh r .d cr-lnc; "pro1>itiation" does not do the 

nr .,.:£ ju tice . It r ei'ers pe.r'.;iou l rly to t he O:td 

' c ·t :::1111·:m t U""age of 1i 10 blood of b ea e t E: spl~n-:·1 tt O!l 

·i;he cov &:,: of •i;h13 .\rk or the Covenent i n ".;oJ: 311 tl ... •t 

od was appea s ed M d ~ti - juF-'t~ce s •t .: cfi e " by this 

s a crl~i o e which J.1Oi nt c<l -"Go,·,erd "th e Ol'h:1 gre:rl:i s~cr:!.

f"i oG wh:l ch "ci'l1? Ch.."l":i. "Ii wa s t o make. The lid of the 
< ~ f 

J..:.rk of "-;ho Cov enant b egsn to b e l 1own a!:" .. Ii e l./\.\G"t~p• 0 Iii 

as the S a p t u,azi .rJ."ii u . es i•t i11. such p s ~ngea as 

:r,ev1:~i cus 16, 2 ; · o&us 25, 1 7; and :...,;:o<ins 38. 9 3 

At fJJ.,Y rate, J olu , in usi.n{S ·t,:1i s ;;10 :rci. , mali:es it v ery 

cl ~ar wh~t he mean. by propitiation. He r ef er s to 

------------91. Romans ,; 25 and Hebrews 9.5. 

92. Luke 181 13 and Hebrev,s 2,17-of. ?, oul.ton-Geden, 

Ooncordance to t he Greek Test ament, p. 486. 

93. of. Thayer, Op. Cit.; P• 301. 



"'.;he faot t h.at i•i; 1s Ohrlst1 s b1ood \'lh:lch clea...--isus us 

f'J:om si11 ancl w1r.i@.rl; ,aousness and it is beoauso of 

Ohrist1 s m~ritorious suf'fer:l.ng and death ~ha ~ ~od'& 

-:1rath i s appeas d and His juat:Lce satisfied. onoo 

fJJJ c:J. :f' or e.11 , and f 01.·g i v en esr, of sins t hus off r ed 

·i;o a ll maru i nd t hll ,.,,orlt?. over , fo~ it w s f!. u."'liv.,.!:rs a1 

. . tion v1hich Ohrt st aocorr.pli shed t h rough .is 

su.· ·"'or i n43 a.'"ld (?f-1.t h . 1.s David Smit h say , "Our 

01.,.r e,iul t and presan"'.;s His vicr~.:_..-j_ous •1orlcs as the 

g-ro,md. o our ··oqui•i:ite.1 . He s·tru1ds i n the r.ou..">'1i 
,:, I c: ~ ~ I 

o~ :l'eav on , d-t p "lo II WS (. CT'r <A~~£ v o V 

( ~ ... a Lamb that -u s s l a i n ), a."1 • -'i;h mr-u-_ z of Hi s 

su:i.· e:; e :<ll t;u s :,~or siru #r s , a ncl s 1a ll it o :r:or 

)1' :i.tght? , .,94 

]3u-'c i"ourthl y , iJ'!. 0 011-11ection vii t h t h e lov e of 

God :1 llown f'orth i n tbe r edeinption of Chrl~t , John 

epeak!':I of o\ll.· a ci.op •i.iion a e son s . In t r o asE"ages 

p •cticul.t-.rly, J ohl1 e.llud.es to th:is r esult of hrist• s 

acti•ire a."'ld pa eive obcdi nee. "Behol d , ,·.,ha·t man.rier 

of love the ] 'ather beth b csto\"1eci. upon u s , that we 

ohcule he cal.led the sons of God: the~efore the 

-----------94. Smith, J)H.v::'.d, .,.roositor1 $ Greek Teste.ment, Vol. 4, 

p. ;,. 73-174. 

7 



\·torld Jcnoweth u s not, b eoaus e :l t knev, n:im not. 
. 
De-

loved, now are ·1e the s ons of God, and 1 t doth no·t 

y et appear what we shall be: but v,e Jmo\7 ·th ·t, when 

He shall apJJe• r , 1Ne shall be like Him; f'or ,.,-,a shall 

s ee Hi m aei He i s . 1195 ''In thie the children of Goc1 

. 
ere manifest, and the ohildr,m of the deVil: ,.. os t>-

ever do t h not rightiouen~se 1 s not of God, n ei t . er 

h e t h t lovet h not his br t h.r. 1196 

J ohn uses t hi s !)hr ase t1sons of God" e.l~o in his 

Gos p ,.l v;ho e h e s, "Bu.t e.s maDY a r eceived _ im, 

to t h em ty1V e He porter t o become the Elon. of' God, 
~ . 

ev en "'Go t hem t h t. 1:ieliev e on Bi s name. 1197 Paul, :tn . 

Ga l a"ti an , c a r .~·1 es out thi s n:t.atl.,re :also wh n hP. ~avs , 
} 

"\'Jher efors:, , t hou. a :..--t 110 nmre a se~.nt, b11t ~ son; , 
cmd i :=} ~on , t h !ll an h eil." of Go d. t hrou •h c rtst . ,.ga 

mu=it John mec n by the uee of -tbi s ·. ictur ~ i s t h. t 

once rnorP. be~ome fri ~nds , a.~d hav e one morA b ecoroe 

Hi s childr en.. Bee n e of' Ch~-::,1.st, th . on1, b ~Q' t t en 

Son of God , we v ho th~·ouah f aith. · c.cept C"'hrieot :1. our 

brot h !2' a nd a oce ,t Hi. r edemption as ou:r. o -,-n_, c ome 

------------95. I John 3,J.-2. 

96. I John 3,lo. 

97. John 1,12. 

98. Galatians 4,7• 



... ohild !.>l ec<ls m.. th a f'a 1ih0r. rl~ may a_ p:roach Him 
. . 

11-.'i th ,il l ol,'l.n'lf:f; nd confi c1. ..:"'lCo, as dc'lr .~:.il 1 "1~ ... n 

a l:: ·t:h :>:l dear f crt :.:, .r .,"99 . .-U1 i i: ::!'or a:tv cn ai1,1 

p e-: c d harrnon;; h -Jt71een llod .e.nrl man h ~ b ~011 r.e-

sto·" d . 1J'1i l'l,C so11s o:f G-o c. also r~"' r-r~s i1s h ei r .:. of' 

~ :m1.; tn its full m ·~ i ng , i c- :th9 a.c1. pt:to as sons of 

C·o d . 

Thu:=: ·:e s .• ~ ho~· Johll h ;,.s :pi o1."UrP. ::'o:r u s ... .; .e 

divin mct i vo ~ox-. th Ch..rj.sti' ~ li~e , th l ovo of 

• 

------------• 99 . r -:ar"i;i .u Luii!'1~r, small c at echism, p. 12. 
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THE HlP.-:Al•T BASIS-.1!1AITH 

We turn now to a discussion of the hwnan basis 

of the Christian life-the faith in the heart of the 

believer which accepts Christ as his SaVior. Ue see 

that John in several passages p resents this human 

ba sis of ·the Christian life in t·;vo parts. The first 

i s the •.vork of the Holy Spirit and the mea.11s used 
~ 

by the Spirit, the -:!Hord of God, and tne second is 
l . . 

th t f'ai•th is the foundation of our lif'e. 

Conoerni:ns the Spirit, John speaks in tr,o ways • 
. 

He says in three passages that the Spirit pears wit-

n es~ to the spiritual adoption of believers and 

secondly, he says in ti •o other passages the Spirit 

teaches us. 

First, concer ning the Spirit's witness to the 

spiritual adoption of the believers, John .has this to 

sa.v, 11And he that k eepeth His commandments cli..•,elleth 

in Him and He in him. And hereby ne l-:no\·1 th t He 

abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given 

us. nlOO "Hereby k~ov, we tha t \"le dwell in Him and 

He· il'l us, because He hath given us .of His Spirit. nlOl 

"This is He that came by wat er and blood, ever1 Jesus 

Christ; not by v,atez- on1y, but by •,,,ater and blood • 

.And it is the Spirit that b eareth witness , because 

the Spir.t t is tru.t:h. nl02 

-----------100. I John 3,24. 

101. I John 4,13. 

102. I John 5,6. 
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Before web ~in an ~xplanation it would be well 

to see what Paul s ays on this point in tv,o of his 

·ep1st1es. He s ays , "The Spirl:t itc:,elf heareth wit-· 

nese vdth our Spirit, t.hat w.e a.r e the children of 

God.·'nl03 And Paul ~l s o says, 11 And becaue e ye a r e 

s ons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His son into 

your h ee.rts , crying, Abba, li'ather. 11104 

John is h er~ pointing out that b ecause of the 

\Vork of t he Spirit in ou r 'h earts we may b t;l p erfectly 

confident that we hav e been r eceived a s the sons of 

Clod . r,'i thout the !)r esenoo of the Spirit in us, we 

woul d not ev er lU.\Ve b ef'..n eblo to beo,,me t he children 

of God. As l{ret zmann stat e .... , "If it had not b een 

fox thia f a ct, t h~t God imparted to us of His 5 irit, 

gr :ve u ,::, some of li 1 s life and power, thus onablil ~ us 

a l s o to f eel true broth er ly love toward one another , 

then v1e could not b e ure of our stete a s Christians . 

Bu.tour confidence r ests upon th~ n~rk of the p1rit 

in tho ord; in this '-Nay v.·e h ,.1ve ga i nr, d .the lmov1l edga 

tha t we remain in God and God in us. 11105 This phase 

of the Spirit's work i s ee~en"tial, for through t he 

p-resence of the S!>irit in olll.· h earts we ar e brow~h t 

to faith in Chri""t, end· me.cl.e con?ident thE\t we are 

103. Romans a,16. 

104. Galatians 4,6. 

105. Kretmnann, P . ~.,Op.Cit., p. 573. 

7 



-40-

the children of God. "lhil e the Sp1r1 t of God works 

in the h e~rt we may. :t·est assured that v,e are G-od' s 

chil:dren and heirs. If' through our s ins v,e drivs the 

Spi:ri t from our hearts, we b'ecome hopeles~ aµd dou,>t

ing •. 

:But John i s equally clear wl'l en he speak~ i n two 

pas eages of the Spiri•t as our teacher. Thia \Vork of 

the 8pi r i t is precluded by t hat j\tt~t mentj.oned. This 

i s ·the foremos t e nrl mos t vita l v:ork of the Sp irit, 

if we may spP.ak in compar atives and superlatives. 

John says, "But y e have an unction from the Holy On3, 

ancl y e know all t h i 11gs. 11106 11:Bu.t the. anointing \"'lhich 

y e have r eceived of Him e.bicle·th in you, and ye need 

not that any man teach you: but as the same a.i'loint

i ng teac h Gth you of a ll things and i s tru.th, and i s 

no 11 e , and even as it hai;h ·iiau5ht you, y e sh::o.11 

a bide in Him. 11107 

John p r e s ent s to us horc "the f a ct tha t a l::t ·;ue 

lcnow or God , all \ e b eliev e concerning God, all {','e 

have as the :fruits o~ our i'a ith, haa b e~ t 'l\lfill"t us 

by tho C!piri t which 0 t eache·"h y01.1 of all t h i ?l6S•" 

He describes t h i "" Spin t in the :first p~.SE""ge es , 
"An 1111otion from ·l;h r~ Holy One. 11 X p r er ,Mo J.. , the 

word used by John· 11 terally mearis "oi nt ment." It 

i s u s ed only by Joh."1 in the J·.mv Testament and r ef ers 

-----------106. I John 2,20. 

107. I John 2,27. 
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to the 01d Test ament m1stom of anointi ng ki ngs, 

priest s-, e.nd i n s ome oas es prophets when t hoy took 

ofi'ic e. fhis ic:;,upposedly ga,v e t hem the power to do 

a eood job in their o:f'fi ce. "They ,·,ere r egarded 

as endued wi t h t he Holy Spi r i t and divine gi f t s 

(I Sarnu el 16,13; I ai ah 61,l)"lOB Thus J ohn ueee 

arc ·i;h e k i n.gE and priest o:f t h e iiew Test ament, r ith 

t h e p or,er and en TVJ of t h e Holy S:9irit. T11i s -~i ll 

ene.bl us to l ea,:n al l t h i r.:gs , i·1111 endm·, us i,•d. t h 

e;raCE-J to ca r ry 011 succer•r::ful l y our of f ice a s priests 

of Goa. , ouz· iVork a '"' chi l dren of God in t h i s iDrl d , 

nd i n the wor ld to oome. A~ Barnes say , "The 

1>J.:ra.c-r.: , 1 t he l oly On e • r ef ers h er e , doubtl ese , to 

t h e n oly Spir:tt , t hat s1,ix:!.t whos 1.: i nfluenc es ar e 

i ~pa.-rted to t he p eopl of God , to enl i ght en, to 

sanctify , a.~d to com~or'~ t h em i n t heir t r i a l s . The 

parti c .l r r ef er enc . her e i f' to t he infl 1.enc es o ... 

t h_t ~pi r it as ~1vi115 t h em cl ear and ju st vi ~~ of 

t he na"',.;ure of r l i g i on and t hus eecuring t heil f rom 

orror and apost sy . nl09 _ Thu ~ J ohn s ays t hi s uncti on , 

this anoi nting of the bpi r it t e .ches u s all things. 

I t b r i ngs u s to a :kno•rl ~g e o:P. God and of' Hi s Son 

108 . Thayer , Op. Cit., p . 672. 

109. Barnes, Albert, on. Cit., Vol. 10, P• 305. 
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Jesus Chris t a s the on~y savior from ein, deat h , and 

t h e davi:!., and i t J.•fH~::p s u i:a in t hat faith , pur•s ar.d 

tu1d ef'i l ecl by unt ruth , er :i:·or , an apost asy , t hrough 

oon ° t nn·t;ly \:1or J~i n~ ot1.r h ea:i:-tn . J olm a l ludes t o t be.t 

wh l'I h e saysr 1=the ano:i.nt.i ng •••• abidet h in y ou . " It 

i s s om*t hine whi oh becomes a part of us ~nd continues 

i -'.; s ·,orl-' i n our he rts. Thus ·the ."piri t i s pr ei::ent f:ld 

b y J ohn ns t h, ... ·te cher of t h P- t ruth, t h e way of s .al

v ~t i on t h rou8}1 t he suffar i n g ~~d death of t h e Savior 

a,,d wo,:-ks f a i t h , .11 01.1.r hea:!"i; s t o ac cept t h i grP.at 

t."l'lth. I t i s ju t flS ,John says in h :i.s Go sp el, ":Rut 

t he r:om:forta:r., ilioh 1 e t h e Holy (~host, ~-1hom t h e 

Fethez· 1. ill sencl. in. ?."'y name, He shall t ea ch yoti. a ll 

t h i ngs , end bring f.~ 1 t hincrs to :vour rememhr ann . , 

·,h itsocv P.r I h:=-.v . s ~a.d u llt o y ott. ullO 

But ,·,e s ee s e condly i n J ohn' s ep i stles , tan 

r e:fer enc eP. to t he moans ·whioh t h e f:pirit u s e s t o 

vsor lc f e i t h i n mFU'l. 

Fir s ·t we exami ne t , ,r., pa s ~age in r.rhioh tTo.hn 

a eel.ares that t h e p eopl e to whom h e is t-:ri tir1g hav e 

acc eeF to the t:n1th. "13r r:,thren , I \'trt t . n o 11e1:1 

commandmP.nt unto you, bi1t an olil commandment which 

y e ha d frol'l t h P- begi nning. The o l tl commandi-r.ent i e 

tha vmrd which y e hav e heard from t h e b e5in.."l.i ng. 11111 

-----------110. Joh..'l 14, 26. 

111. I John 2,7. • 
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"I have not written unto you b ecau se y e know not t~e 

truth, but becau se.: y e lcnou it, and thet no lie i s of 

the truth. 11112 I{ re John _ oints out t J:l..at t he '' ord., 

t h - Tru:th , has b P..ll thei rs from the b egi!ll"-1.!'lr:;. All 

t h e 1vo:rde inhich had. b ee.."l. preached• to them by Paul , 

first, then by Ti mothy, and o·thers of Paul' - h el pers, 
\ 

and n o.J by Joh11, had 1, oen witl_ them from the· b e,;ir:.n1.r..g. 

This ~ .. ru:iih thsy have h a_-r-d, • 1.d hav o a ooept ecl . They 

h v a b ·~en show.a. t h _ way o:t salva tion t her eby and 

·i;i:lrot1.[jh this ~•for t hey h v ~ come t o f aith i n <Jh_is t 

" r~ ·their Savior. Thi s i s John• s testi~,ony t o t he 

.t:=ic •i; t h ·• ·t wh a:t 'l i s now \o"Jri tillf~ i s basoa on t he 

t i"Uth v,hi c h t iley already knovt. The i'lo:rd v,hich ti1cy 

h av 1:: l FJe.:t:1'1 • •1 .,,.ti ll appli~s a11d ·wh:art J ohn i s t elling 

·them no~·, oon c '3rnin f'~l ae teacher ~ a.rid the Oh~'i tic.n 

\"IE.y o'f: li:fe i e b a s ed on t h e i ~table anti unoh nge-

2.bl ~ •ford whi ch God h a d gi v an them from thG b ce;i l"_."'li!'l8• 

As Kr et zmann e·t.at es , "The con l r.r·iia end 0 2.r ful i n

e t n 1.o"tion v,hi .. h the n:>os:tla ~i:~:.: h ,,re gi vin5 1.~ :; _1ot 

i zr'i;ended to oonv ey t o ·i:;hein ::,..ny mis·t:rus·;; on hi s p.:.1Tt, 

a s ·th 01.l.8h t h ey had !'iot y et come to "~h prop er 1 "110 :·1-

l ,.ids c o_ t h o trut h . They hed l cilr11od v:h:tt alJ. Olu.·:!.st

i ai1s ehould know i:-:i th :regard to the di vine and ~Vir-g 

--------------112. I John 2,21. 
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doctrines. He knew that t he tru.th of God• a :'lord v.;as 

t he f'oroe Y1hioh governed a..?J.t controlled their 1:tve~ . nll3 

Thi1"" John :::pl ains to t hem and to 1.1s the f'act t h t thP. 

et~rl1~1 r ora. o·? God hes been :in our pos r.eseim. i:a.J~d 

Bu·t in t ho n ext f'oi.u: ::'la ""1:ager we will c or..G~der, 

John points out .t't!rliher that t his \'for d abide~ i t hem. 

"If' v1e say tha·l; we hav e r ot sizmed, t."le rnaJrr.i Him a 

1 • an H1 ·1 d i t " tl!':'!. 11114 11I · ... -....rtJ. _J. :..e or c- no _n _ na:. e ·:T1 • .J. 11P.n 

unto ,rou , · -P 1t her. , b ecaus e you hav e :;1'low Hi m that 

men , bco·us ye are ~trong, and t h e ryo=d of God abideth 

i 11 you,. a11d y e h av e overcome t he 'i":iolced one . trll5 

nLet -"Ghnt t he.:ef'o:r._ ~bide in .rou, \11hioh y e hav e _, 1:.,rd 

f ro:., th"l b egi l'1 .. r'.i l'J8. I f tha t which y e hov . h ~"' -v-d. 

i'ro '! t · "': b P.t:;i!'ll".ir. · ha il r e1.:1~i1 • in you, y e le o 

she.11 oon ..,liini1g i n .. li:.'tc C"on, .::i.nd t . .. e ·:iat h or. rll6 ·•, .~t 

John says h er• :ir very mu.oh rel a t .'!d to th r.l f o:nil~T 

pases13e•· . I t h · :r.,~s b~.ck to the at ata:nen.t of' ooa 
to tho chiHh--er.. of I srael, ''l'n d t he,;:c i·,ordf', \\"hi.ch I . . 
c ommand. t h ee this d !', s . all b e in t:hine heart , 11117 

113. Kr etzme.nn, P. B., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 564. 

114. I John 1 1 10. 

115. I John 2,14. 

116. I John 2 1 24., 

117. Deuteronomy 6., 6. 
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and it als o brings to mind the stat ement of Luke 

regarcling the Vi rain fary, " ••• but His mother kept 

all these sayin$1's in hea rt h eart; . 11118 John i s here 

speaki ng of the Word of God abiding \'ii 'th the C!.hrist-

1e.n a t all times. In the :first pasr age h e points 

ou.t the negative side , saying t he.t the person who 

s ays ho has n ot s inned do es not ha v e God's ord 

a.bi ding· in him. In t he second pae age lle t 3lle t he 

young me.n t hat t h ey are stro.r..g, tba t t he , ord o'Z 

God abid es in them, an.a. ·that ·th 0 y hav e overcom . t h e 

\'licked one, maki n5 t ho l e.st t hr e .J s t a t emen·i;s mean 

about t he s r.-.me t h i 113. I f t he lord a.bid es i n t hem, 

t hey are strong and t hey a r e able to overcome t h e 

eVil. ~~hu s , l:l.l~et:ti. s e , i s 1 t with u s . If t he ·.ord 

of God abides in our h eart, the faith in Ohirst 

whi ch :Ls n ec essary to combat a ll trials and tribu

l a tions a nd tempt ations will a J.~o b e pres ent t her e . 

! 11 the t h ird pas sage he say t he abicliDB of the 

hri s ti.an in the Son and in t he 1a.ther is c onditioned 

by ·the abidi ng of the. \ ord , v,hi oh h r. has h eard from 

t he b eg1nn1l'.g in his heart, The fo11rth pa s s age i s 

t aken f'rom John's s ec ond epi s tle ,(i1vJhos o ev er trans• 

gres s eth, and abidet h not i n the doctrin e of Chr i. t, 

he.th not God. He t hat abid et h in the doctrine of 

-----·------118. Luke 2,51, 



Christ, he hath both the Father and the f.on. 11119 
. . 

In this pas sage John continues the thought of th, .. 
oon11ection b et ween abiding in Obrist and a bicli ng in 

His V/or.<1, or the Word abi d.1.118 :f.n the h eart of, the 

Ch1.~s tian. !!ere he SAYS t h a per s on who abide s i n 

t h i s \7ord , t h i s t eaohin§ of Cbri st ( t~ b IO J.. Y. ~ 
• \. I. 

-t:-o .... u X p,o-too)' vrill hav e both the •ather and t h e 

Son. " r " Concerning t he phrase t !o\ o , r J. ~ l!I .. .. 
David Smith says , " ••• t he teaching which r ecoenizes 

Jesus as the Christ •• i. e., the ·"essi eJ1, the avi.or. nl20 

Thu s h e :would h v e us transla t e it a s an obj ective 

g enitive , "the t cach i 11g conoe:r.ni.ng Chris t." Th ayer 

gr oups this J;>a s sage with others which point out "the 

dootrinu which he.s God , Christ, the Lord for its 

aut hor and supporter. n121 The t 'l".JO opi~ons are not 

har d to r econcile , howev er. It is in this ca s e both 

-"s:he t ea chiz,_g of Chris t · ar1d t ho t eaching conoernir.g 

!hrist. As Kretzmai-m s t at e:: , " '.tlo t eaching is tru.e, 

no t eachi ng has a r i e,h t to ex:iet, which el im ... nat es 

t h e r edemption or obs cur es t h e gloey of t he Cross. 

On the other ha11d , ev ery tea cher, every b aliever, 

tha t clings to t hat old doctrine of sa1vation t hrough 

t h~ blood of Christ, to the f a ct ~hat God t he Pat her 

s ent His Son into the world t hat men s houl d 11 ve 

-----------119. II John 9. 

120. smith, Dav.ld, Op. Cit., Vol. 5, p. 202. 

121. Thayer, Op. Cit., P • 144. 
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through Him, has both 'the Ji'at h r and the Son, is 
. . 

nn1 t ecl vrl·th them by 'the boncls oi' t he closest union 

in f a i t h. n122 But at any r ate, Johl1 here eraph~.sizes 

the i m1,ortanoe of' abidint; in the Tru.th, for through 

t h i s Truth, we abide in ChJ."'i.s t. In his Gos p el, John 

v ery pft en u s es t h i s picture of t he Christitm, b e 

liev :h1g in Chris t a s hie savior anc1 Redeemer, e.bid

i n6 i n Chris ti He r ,eports these words of Chris t. 

"Abide in r:.e, and I i n you. J,s the branch oe.m1ot 

b ee.r f'ru.it or its elf', exc ep t it abide ip t he vine ; 

n o mor e can y e, exc ept y e aJ,ide :tn rri.a ••••• lie that 

abid P.th in Il:l and I :l.n him, the sai"ile bring eth :f'oi--th 

muoh f':zuit; f'or with out . eye can do nothi.ng ••• I f 

Yta e.bid a i n ! e , and my words abicl e in you, y e shall 

~sk what y e vd.11 and it sh P.ll b e don e unto you . ~123 

sewhe-.:-e i n t h :i.~ s ~ma epi s tle John s ays, 11.And now, 

11-ttle ch ildren , abide in Him. "~2~. " irh osoev er 

~bic,et h i n Him s :tnneth. not: whos oever sinn t h h e.th 

not seen H:i.m, n ci t h er Jmow Him. 11125 

Thus John points out tho n aoes~ity of abiding 

in God's Word , in 'the Tnith wh ich Christ t &ugb.t 

oonoel."nin9 Hi ms elf, for through this Truth we r ec eive 

-----------122. Xretzmann, P. E., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, P• 581. 

123. John 15,4.5,7. 

124. I Johl1 2,2a. 

125. I John :,.6. 
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faith which make us one vlith Chriet and h elps U.":l to 

abioe ·:1.n Him and in the ]lather •. 

But ·chor e are t wo other paa::a0 os v1hich we must 

brief'ly r,1ention. "But whoso keepeth His "lord, in 

him v arily i s t h o love of God-. p e1--:f'ected: hereby 

l~.no\f/ we t ha·t v, . are in Him. 11126 "He th t b •liev et h 

on -'Ghe S011 of God hath ·tho •:!. t n sf: i n h i ms i::1.f; he 

·that b oliev eth not, God hat h ma<i ~ him a lia ~·; b e -

cat1.!:!e he b elieve .. lih not ·th a r e co1·d that God ge.V P. of' 

II:ts Son. 11127 Here Jo.hn speaks 111 pr:1.rtioi.1l e.r about 

tho f'ai th which follo·ws the heari.n5 or res i.r1g or 

p ond:erins of the t o:t-d. The !)eraon ,~rho k eeps Cb:cist 1 s. 

\'.lord, 1. is th~ person in whom God's love is p.erfected. 

T.he or on t hat bclieves God.1 s r ecord vhlch He has 

g iven u a c onoornine His Son r .. h:r.ist, the Gospel mes 

'"egc of s ,- 1.,,a tion t hrough the blood or the Lamb, he 

ha s the ·tn1.th ai1d bas i·dtnesf1 of i't in himsel f and 

is the opp or-;1 te of a liar, the n aine t;hi oh God Him-

s el g1vr:s to t h ~. per. or"' who docs not b elieve t he 

r ecord J e has givc-n conc erni%16 His S 011. 

But we h asten on t o s ea .f'tu:ther that John points 

out secondly, concer.ning t his human be.si o~ t he 

Christic.n _life - fait h, t hat it i s the foundation 

of J.ife. Ha showe us this by po:tnti11g out t h .t it 

5ives us victory over t he world and it gives us 

--~--------126. I John 2,5. 

127. I John 5,10. 
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et cn1a l life . 

Cono e:r.-ni ng t h e vict oey over the worl d , Jol'.l.n 

t ells 1i~ , 11 ,or what s oev 132• 1 bo:.:·n Ol? God ovm:·oomi:Jth 

the woz-l d : and t hi s i e t h,;; vio.:to:ry t h r:~t ove:r.oometh 

t he ·,or.l d ,. ev t'.n 0 1.0:- :f'ai th. · .,ao i e h e that ov eroometh 

·tha wo:;:l f s bu ·t; _h ~ t lc:,t l>el :i.ev E:-:.;11 t hat Jesus i e the 

s on of Gor1? " 128 7!1A·t do P.s ,Tolu1 Jilean by "ove:r.C" omi1:1g 

·the •:mrld?" ~~he worl d i '=' ho:r.·e u ed i n cont :radt e

tino•i:ion to 1;h e l-'in5clom of God . . s . Calvin ftai ,: , "Ghe 

T'tO:tld 1 • • • • " c.!.u:.i.oqn.i.d adv e r sum est D'!i s:piri 1.'1.ti t 

( •rha t ev e:r :i.s e e;:-1:lnst t he . pin.t of God ,) 11129 Ba:r.-i·u~e 

explains "world O a ·th e "rnaxi ms , precept s 5 and Ci.m

t or.,s "l30 nhi ch :r.ul e t h oee not of Christ. He goes 

on ·to ~ ::pl a in t h at t h e Ohri ·tie..?- i s not ruled ·thu s 

but h f?s over come "i,;h es e t h i l'l5s. J{1:"e1;v..roann says, 

" • •••• -"che b el i ever i s abl ,3 to oong_u e:--.:- ·th e •uorl d , 

S!J..1 ·i;h~ ·e'o:roe::: :f:n t hi .. r orl d that are opposed t o the 

spi :ti·iin cz J life in h i m, JGhti ,ntiro kingdom of s in m1d 

evil. n1 31 But the i rnportant thi 11g 11 s t ,:ia t thro1.1gh 

f a i ~h, t hrough bcli sving t hat Ohri tis t h e Son of 

God , we are able to overcome all o~ t hi s for c e of 

• eVil aroU&"l.d u ~ \"Jhi oh seek our ha:r.m. John i s v er y 

f'or o e:f.'ul \ffien .he deolRr os that on1y su ch a !}er s or. , 

------------
128. I John 5,4-5. 

129. f'l'U,oted :lTnm Alford, Gr eek Testrunent, Vo1. 4, P• 498. 

130. Barnes, Ju.bert, OJ>. Cit., Vol. l0, p. 3:57. 

131. Kretzmann, P . B., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, P• 576. 



0110 wbo b cl:i. P-Ves in Olu·iet e,s .his Se.vi or; can hope 

·to overcome t he worlch .!\S Barnec. says ; 11 "Jhe:re is 

·i;he:r. on • who 0 2:1..n pr ,.t end ·to have obt ined a v1ct o1.7 

ov -r ·i;.h . no:r.·la ; e .. c npt h s Hho b eli ev es in t h a ~'!vier? 

All e l s,., are ·worl cl.1.y ~J1d a r e gover1.,ecl by ,101·ldly 

ai:nE" ~.nd ,.[Jrln :1 ... l es ~ It i s t:ru.e th· "'s; a ·an mey gain 

a v i ctory over one r:orJ. ly passion ; he may subdue 

some on e 1V'il propensity; h e may abandon the g .y 

circ2. .. ; may bre t:: e.w3Y frorwt habits of pr ofaneness; 

;ru,:-.y l e ::tve t he company of the lU:lpr-i..noipl s and pol

l ut ed; but s t ill; unl.e~s heh s f aith in t he Son of 

r;.ocJ ; ·th2 spi :r:i t of t h e worl~ rill r ei en si1p1·cme in 

: i e• :=:ou l i n .:om "= i'orm, 1=
1 ' 2 l'To·te al !Qo tbat John 

oe a Ve":!."'J" wirle 

:.our, 

Bott Cl'l flr God ~ 11 ! ·t is ~ l inclusive a.11d sho.-:s us 

·i;he f'ai t h t" hich acc epte Christ a t he Son of God 

and hi s po:;.•sonaJ. Savio::; overco , es the worlrl; and 

r em .. ·.ns tn1.e to hris t r.er;ardJ.e s o:r the t I pt .ti ns 

and a l J.u r rftl ent-=- and ridic ,1 _ 2nd ' !:trds .i p and i; ~iaJ. 

and ·tribulation brought on hi"'l by t ·~e forces of 

Sat ... 1; th ·· 0011trollcr and 1'"1llc :. of' all r,::o r e of 

the world. This faith th-=- 1 i s t he victor r-GiVinG 

pr i ncipl e which enabl =s u : to overoo~e t he world! 
. . . 

i;2:-B~~;;, J\lbei"'li, Op. (!iii .• ' Y• ,,a. 
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nut this fa.1th, seoondly, gives u r- eternal life. 

Thi s i " ~ direct r esult of oux ovcrcomir,-5 tl-:.c ·::orl • 

If we ::-re ble to ltae:9 our fa:l.tl,. i n Ch s t .ag""i nct 

f.all thrs1 obstacJ. e,• t :irown i n o'\.1.r way by the 1•;orlcl , then 

this f',:,i•i;h ·:rill b e r e ··;,,,r - a d '.11th etorn 1 lif · in 

h o?.Ve&""l. J ohn says , "An "'.;hi:; is the r ecor , "that 

God • _ "'lih g ive..'11. to :ts et 0-7"llaJ. lif'e , and t hi s life ie 

in Hi s Son. i e t h ·t hat h t he Son , h~th lif'o; and he 

·that h ath n o"'li t h Son of GC'd,. h th n ot life. ~hese 

·thi 1. gs h :ve I \\lri tt n 1nto you t hat believ e on the 

name or ·tha Son of ,-o ; that , nov: "'.;h t y 

h av e nt,r:nal lif e , and t hat y r;;; ml;ly b eliev e on "th.a 

nr-uuo f t t lfJ , on o:f orl • .,i;3 "\' e !r.uo:,·, t h t •;10 ltc.:.ve 

p -=:. • • o :rro~ r1c .. t h t 1•iio lif , b eoau e ue l ovP. t he 

a at h . 'lhos o i'!i,,·er ha·t et 1 llis b oti1er i s a r.n.trd e1"' r 

a nd y r,; ~rnow t hat no m1.u:-.-1erer ha·th et rnp.1 life ,~bid

i ng in h i m. 11134 He,:e JoJ m ent e,:s u pon ·the d:l.sc11ss

ion of ·i;he eternaJ. lif . i n ll'3av en. In the second 

broth ,,. or \"1h o h =:..t .s his brot._,.. ( a."ld _love of t he 

bro·iih r h o has sho1nn in ·th e ,, ... r ses prP.ced:tna a com

i i ~ f'rom the love of God vJrl.•~ proce eds f'ro:r:i o ll" 

133. I John 5,11-1,. 

134. I John 3,14-15. 



adoption as sons of God) does not ~ave eternal life. 

In the other pas• age John brings up the f act that the 

per~on who believes the record that God 6.,ve concern

ing His Son, Jesus Christ, and the eternal life \\'hich 

wo l:i,av e in Him, has ·the Son of God and h~ that has t h e 

Son of God, hath life . r:rote hov, h e points out the 

fact t hat life and Ch.."dat are i dentical. In hi $ Gos

pel~ John carries out t his idea of Christ b ei ng the 

l i f e t hroughout. We find such vaesages as "In Him 

was life ; and the l.ife v,as t he light of mei1. 11135 

"For as the Father hath lif'e in Hims elf; s o "hath 

J:Ie Given iio t h e Son to have life in Hir.aseli'. 11136 

"The t hi ef cometh not, but for to steal, and to 

kill and to destroy; I am come that tht)y mi ght have 

life , and that tl1ey might have it more abund:mtly . 111'37 

"Je&-us said unto her, I a11 the Resurrection and the 

life ; h e that b eliev et h in ?re though h e were dead, 

y et shall he live, a nd whoso ev er liveth and believeth 

in J'Te ·shall nev·er die. 111'8 "jesus said unto him, 

I am the Way, the Tru.th , and the Life; no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by ~l!e. 11139 In this connection 

-----------135. John 1,4. 

136. John 5,26. 

1:,7. John 10,10. 

138. John 11,25-26. 

139. John 141 6. 



\\fe mus t a lso co11s:t der v,bat John say"" in the very 

first v erses of his ·f'i:J:st epie•tlc , "For t he life 

wa~, m nif'eetP.t1 , and we hmve seen it, tmd b ear \"r.i.t ness , 

and ~h ev1 unto you t hat etern~l life , rlhich v, .!2 1,1ith 

the .E'ath er, M .d \Va s manif es ted unto u s . trl40 How 

oan Ohris t b e called !'tho Lif'e" or "the \Vor :l of L1fe? 11 

Icr~t zma.nn sums up t he matter when h e says , ''He i s the 

1 Vord of Li fe ' b ~cau e e He, as t h e true .God , has tne 

fulnes of tru.e , ev er l asting life in Hi mself, b ecause 

He i s the ource and :fount ~in of a ll t:z-u.e life , and 

b acau sa iie giv s e-te1."'lml life to all ·those t l:a.t co:me 

to _ i r11 in trL1.th. nl4l Lenski e l s o pres'3llts t h e me.t

·t ar i n olca1· concj.r.:te s t a t ement s , "Here John binds 

crything to~ether . God's t esti wony brings us I is 

Son: et er na l lif e i s i n Hi s Son , i s in lli m f or us ; 

it i s giv en u~ i n a ml by this te~timon_y; to b ">liev e 

it i s "lio have the Son , and to h ave Him i s t o have 

t h i life ; not to b eliev e it i s not to hav e the Son 

and this lif'e . It 1 e: all as s i mple and as lucid ._s 

t hese bri -:.f s t at ements make it. nl.42 So John' s p i o

t ure o~ Chri s t as the life m~r el y iE a manner of 

s t ating in t hree sho,.-t word.,. wha t it would t a";·e 

-----------l.40. I John 1,2. 

141 •. Kretzmann, P . E., Op. Oit., Vol. 2, P• 557• 

142 . Lensld, .:ff. o. :H., 01>• Cit., Vol. Peter,. John, 

Jude, P• 541. 
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several sen.•iie11oes to say otherwise. All the meaning 

iE ·there , tha t Christ is eternal, tbe.t Chri t 1s 
. 

true God I th t Christ i s the .Redaem,er ,.,ho geve Hi::; 

1if's a r ansom f'or many, tha t Chric•t i s the con. t1eror 

of deat h , that Christ 0 3'--:t and will giv ,i His 11:f'c ·to 

11 1.~ho b ol j.ev e in Eil11. Ohri t is lif'e and -,.·,ho -:::v.01· 

b el j.ev es in Him shall never p erish. Tha t i s how 

f'ai-'lih gives u s ot e nal life . 

Before closinc; this s eotio1 , h o1:1eve1·, r;;e must 

con s i der . 11>.nd t his i s the :promise t h. t h e hath 

promi s c1 us , ev en e·lie:?.·na l lif' e . 1114' Thie general 

s t at ement of John eums up \-:ell the entire thought 

of thi s ecti n . God has promised u s eten1al life . 

Thi s promise h as b een Biven to all men, and t he 

only "if'" attached 1 s t h ~t we must b eliev e on Him. 

~retzmann v e..y,y nicely prese ts in hi - discue ion of 

I John 5,9-12 sev eral stat ement s with which wo may 

close this section 011 the humrut. basiP of the O! •. i •tian 

lif'e-fa i th. ":mveryo1'le t ,12t b elieves in the Son of 

God has the trust, ·th conviction , tho 0011i'io.ei'loe 

that Jesus of 'Jila~ur Fr'.;h i s t he et ernP.l Son of' God 

end the Savior 0£ the world , and th~t t his s alv tion 

appli cs to the b • lieve1~ h i .s e lf'. The Uoly z,1ri t 

who 11 v es in th " heart of the b eiliev er, a l"'~·ures him 

o'f thi.s f a ct, s m. l .. this fact in hi. hee....~ t hr,,usn 

-----------143. I John 2 1 25. 
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the .{ord of the Gospel. Jus t as sure as t ho oly 
• 

Spirit i s the Tru:th, and cannot lie, juet t hat surel.y 

.wo may aooept th~ ::r1essago of our r edemption throUBh 

C.~hri t • nl44 

-----------144. Kretzmann, P . E., Op. Oit., Vol. 2, p. 577. 
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In J ohn1 s epi stle s therP. i F a d~oided ~m~h~r-ie 

on Chr:i.s ticm li vint; , t he p,~.::tcti s r-: of Chri 2tinn 1>rir:

cip l es i n liviJ15, and the a dher enc e ·l;o the c orrl! and 

ments of' N1ri f'lt - ''Thou shalt love t he Lord t hy (i-od 

,;·Ji t h a ll tli..y h ee.:r t, with all thy soul and \-d. th all 

thy mi nd; Thou sha lt love thy n ci [Shbor a s thys~lf. irl45 

Upon t his manifestation of t he Christian life we n.ow 

of •iihn f ormQr seo•ti·ons we h av e treateci.. First , man 

ic: , by nature, a oonc:ltm111ed !C:!i n11er. Th e love o:f. Goe:. , 

h owever, sends Chri i:::t to 1,e his substi tuta i n t he 

pun:i , !1tn.,~n t a1.1d t hrou •·h Chrj.st• s ato11ement, God r--r,d 

-the f- j.nn e:r· b eoo:m ~ :roc onoil ec . Then t hrough t h e t or k 

0 .1. t he ifoly Spirit , t · r ourrr t h~ , eans of" God ' s i. ord 

\'.'hich d ec l a res t h i s r ,3demp•tion to ·i;he ,·:orl ,., , t he: 

s :!.r-.1u-n: i s broue;i1t t o :fai•th. This .faith in t he s in

n er \';ho ha s 1,ecoinc a chil d of' (io d t h en b ec.rc:: fruit 

i n a truly Christ:i.an lif e , t he rni'!n:i.fest aiiions of 

which rm shall proce ed to s tudy as John present s t hem 

i r- his t hr ee ep i s tl~s . 

We ,n ll i'ii-~t c ons i der those pas~a e;t?s ~,hi c.t1 deal 

ivi .. .;h t h o · nttle b et,::.reen the s infu l nature o'f t h e 

Chri s tian a:cd t he r egenerate ru-1·t11re of the Christisn. 

John speeJcs o:f this ba ttle in ° c,::v en dif'fer·:mt ·:1:iJ.yr , 

-----------145. ] atthP-W 22,37■ 39 ■ 
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l) The Ohris ti&n ' s lov :.: tc God ; 2) ~/alk'il'lg 1i 'th God ; 

3) .Ab::i·tai n i ng fro ev.,iJ. ; 4) 1- e ; nbedi -ne e ; 5) "lluri ty 

of , oc trine; 6 ) !fhe 001,f:f rl12nc ~ of' 1;1112 C'lhJ:-j ~tian; 

7 ) Th e joy nf t h · Ohr:1.:--ti cm. 

In t ·:o p H-ssaw.: E: in particular, J o! n , spea " S of 

t h n l ov -? ~•,hi ch the Chri:·tia.11 h a o for God aud ·"'or 

ChriF.t a s r P. tut o:f. ·the f'a i ~ih r1hioh 1 ~ i n llie h e ·irt. 

" i''e lrJV<: Hi m, oeoau e Ho i"irs t lov cl u.s . 11146 11 r1ho-

oev er b eli v eth "tha·i; Jesus i s t he '"'hriE"'t i s bo:i:-n cf. 

rod ; ar10 o'",rer.yonc t h t l ov et h Hi m t hat b cg~t , l o,,r '.;h 

Hi m a lso th "'Ii 1~ hesot ·ten of r i m. By this \"Je knoH 

t h :.t wo lov the children of God , ~h~n we lov~ Go -

. nd keep Hi s 0 01n.11a11 r-•n tE: and Hi ~ ool'DJ71ruic1J-n • ·i;s are 

not Bri P.VOU, • 11147 

In t l ese t wo .as cmges John t ells us in effcot . 

1Nlm t n.od had comma't'lcled back in t he da,y. o:f Ada?n and 

r~V"e and had g i v nn to the r hil dr e!! of Israel through 

· ·0s 9s . "Thou shalt l ov e t h e Lord. thy God , . i t h all 

t hy h \1~.rt , a...--id v.ri th a.11 t hy sol.1.1 and with a ll t h y 

mi ght. 11148 Here John e:q,1.·e ""eG it in a d i ff eren t 

.nn.nner . ::n t h e firs t pas..,.age he giv es tile rea son f or 

our love of God. ,le love Go b,:.,causc God first l ov ed 

u • Lovo to God muld b e en i mpos •·ibilit,y for m .n 

who i ... t h orougilly sinful encl s trivinfl again Ft Good 

if i•t w :.re not :fo:t· the l ov e o:? Goc1 for ~ v·,h j_ h i s 

146. I John 4,19~ 

147. I John 5,1-3. 

148. Deuteronomy 6,5. 
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the spnr k whi ch --:i udl r.:s t h e r c~pondi ng l ov'9 in our 

h earts . I t · onJ.c1 not ba s t :r i n.1.ne; t h· text too much 

t o s y t ll, .t t .i.,. r:02r. t ... t 1; c l o,;e <'f. God rnw:if ~,·ted 

\··o:::.•ld11c.; c . 1iha Iroly Spi r i 1; in our h m:u.-tis , i s t he 

oa u s ~ o:.':' t h e no:".'· es1 on~i r r.· lo,re in onr .h a rts :for 

G-of . r;.0,1 I i rn!'=: r l f' .tuts the l ov e into our h .ar', s 

li 01.·1i !::e t h -t, as ... ,o~t comment ar ies sugsest, t a i 

l ov e for n-od i fll..:. · . '"ll y t h e t ha1'll~:.f.'ul r espo11.s'1 on t he 

p .J:-i.i of t he Cl ri" t i r-m -to ·t;hr, 1~:r ert cli spla;y of lov e 
~ 

or, t ••:. p~rt o:f C·od . ''God i s t he ?rpw-\::o~, •th 

f'i r"""t one ', who d i d the loving , 11 a s Lenaki s·"y s ; l 49 

or as nars1r::s BEQ'A , "I t ~•,,.. lli s lov e man i f s t ed t o u 

hy sendi ng Hi s Son to r ecloem u s , which ,•:j .11 e~ p l ain 

t h '3 f':•ct t h~t :m now lov e Hi m; hut s -t:i.11 t h e real 

gro tmC: or rea~on why we lov ~ Hi M. i s -'Gb e i1 f'ini t a 

e--o~ll ,:no . of -u o\·m char a cte:i:. rrl50 Sa.P.rtelle iJl 

h i s AJ11 rican Co1;1J11e11.'t.'lr:-, on t ho n ~w Teet ar.ient, at;. -'~es , 

"Hi s l ov e t o u s p:reccdAd our J_ove . It -.-~. t tw ,'iuse 

or reason of' ours , ~.11ich i1 tplies i n t h e A:poc-t J.n ' s 

t ho1A5ht , t &et i•t !l.1:rni shcd the mo el or ii .. p e o:r 

r,u.rs . 11151 Davi a smit h says , 11The thought i R 

149. Len ki, R. C. H., pp. Oit., P• 525. 

150. Barnes , .U be:i:-t, Op. ~1:!•, Vol. 10, ~• 335. 

.&. 

-·" 

1 51. Se.w·t cJ..le, Henry, ~r:Loan Conmient a.ry on t he 

New Test ament., Vol. 7, p . 53. 
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the. aw~.zin;~ love of Goel in Ch:r.:tst ic ·tho :i.nepira tion 

o"f all ·the l ove t hat st··.r"" in Oill" h t!arts. It n·;,aJ--a,is 

·•:i "thin u s ... .:. ans~·; •:,:ri, .r; loit~----a ~r .. rtefnl lov~ f or H1m 

n ~nif as ti1-ic; i •t;s eJ.f :l.!1. J.ov :.Co:r our l>2"etr'..rr:,n. 111 52 

Do·i;h ·the op il'lion o-Z t h,~s r•om.mcJ'\t 1;01·s E.11,1 •ti· e t:1onght 

oi' ·~h e -.·o-:lr:i..r,0 oi' God ' s l ov . in ou:c hP.~-- ·;;s t !"l.rl'nt;h 

·t·rn mea11 s ,,-:: r;._Mcc could b e hel d , ho1nev er . Om: lov e 

·i:;o Oo c.1 i s th n r ,... 111 "'.; of r od ' s loV1;; "'.;o u::; . 

I11 t he s econd !)as .. a c;e ,Tohn p ocaoda to xpJ.ai n 

r h:t:i c;•t , h i· il1 a l sr, l ov e hrif·i; w.i:lom (' od lJac hq0 ot-

.ii:r.iet 1 s lov~ :for u s whi ch l is Eim to a Vflltu1t -:11. 

Si.tbnieF"ion to t he J.au ·1 •d t i_.l' p~aJ.ti e .. and pU-"11 1:. __ 

hut ·tha t :i.o ho~·, t h~ hum·· 1 mind runc"'liion... . To s a 

·· e love Tod :,701.l d a t one and t .. 1e s ,- no tj_me i 11cJ.u.d.e 

ow:· love to <.hrist , who i s parl:i of the qt erru.=tl !lo d 

!:io .d . Inc:i.dent a lly , John adds t he litt l e s t ut em nt 

t • at w: en •:1c love G-od , vie knov t ha·t we love thP. 

152. mith, David , Op. Cit., Vol. 5, ~• 192. 



bret hJ:cn, ·tho ·e tvho m ·•~ on~ in faith e nd love oi" Gt'd 

~11·th u ... , for •ne both hav e tll. s erne loVP. :for Got i n 

our hca:!"t :::- a."'lcl n c bot h h a.VP. b e,;n t . c r _oi pi r.. 1w o:r. 

the di vin e lov . or G•oc1. But J ohl.1 adds an i nt~:i!"e-=-t-

i ng no·t e in v c·~ t hree or chaptex five when he says 

t t kee:ring Hi s commandment s i s e ui va l enii "'lio t he 
c/ 

l ove of God. s ~ li'o:t·" p oint out, "th e J.c,'t:11 i"' 
cl 

t he demon t::rati v e p ron01u1 and t he 1. v "- i r."i:::r.Qd11ca 

..._ l bt· Y. d . '- .,_h _f./-'--110 " • pu1.--pos c c _a1.1.s~ u iide a o O Fil.S ·"o " e e11 u ~ 11 , 

mu ch tJ,.e m a s in chapt er 01u:-, v erse s ev ent eer1 . 11153 

~hi s i s ·tl c love of Gun , t ha .. · "". e do ev erJ1thin5 t:1h i ch 

elor ix:, Him. Of cou.r e John i .,. speaki 11g of the 

hr:teti .:.tr.. i:.e_ rt 

'!nd ·th e ol d F.inful fl os!1 , t liat ~ve lov e God o r-mch 

t h ·.1i ,,. 1.: :.: ,1:r111 ell of Hi e com:ma nd.mcnts. • he::cc-

for a i"'.:; i f' the a i m of' "lV 0 ?.7/ ,hri s tian to con!:lt arrtly 

51.·o :1 i n th:ic manifr-:st .1~t i 011 of -',;he n 1:dsiiian lif ,.:-

t "' "l'i h e l ov e..:- God · :i.t h h i ~ entir.-. b eing cud fl1.lfiJ.l s 

all of' c;od 1 s c o 1!l1 e.nc1.t· . ·As v,:i.~et:waru.1 s t a t es , "Love 

153. Al f'o::i:d, Henry, O'.>. C:l.t., Vol. 4, 11 . 497. cf. 

Ibid, P• 493-494. 



f:'~.c ·l;i,,,n , n. aJ.;; , "'la, i1lr: of God I s no,llDlf'1ndm,•nt z:: , 

.:.. v :.i.na ir eoco1--danco •1i"'li 1 His oly .111. 11154 

~ t ::~ pJ::·oo-· ec furth,.r t o "th soco·1c'i I i nt 

ruJd e,: th~ d:t ··oust i on of ·tho ,a t t l e b et we •1 t • oll' 

ru. ti':. c.: nm·: r-mn i - the ,hrist i .11. Jo • s1,ertk:s· :tn 

t· o c::ection s o "wa l l ine , ;i th Goc.1. . " He s a ·s , "If' 

-.·m ha.·.rc ;f ll0t''A .ip wit:. , im, 8.I!r rulJ-- i n 

enz:,· t1!3 , ·;o l :i.e, an· l,O n ot t 1e t z·u:l:ih: .... u t i v-, 

· f,11o···phip on i:i:l."li 1 •. 11ct.h -. , a• " the blcoc:1 ol '1::n1.::; 

r:·,~•;.s t , iJi s Son , cl anc-1:t .. 1 us .f1--om al l sin. ' l55 

"He ti1 -;'c; saith ~ e ~bidet h in _ im ou g 1t hi1,1. .l .t' o l r o 

s He i e l kecl . rrl5G 

,. al 'lr'ine v.ii•th rod or wi th Chri s t ( es t hese °f'L.0 -

sRe; r.: .:1 r c:re:r. p .1- t i ularl y t o Ohi"is t ) r e.11ind!=: on,'1 cf 

the oct s'tr i~rin!! P..xamp l e u s d. i n Sor iptur" , t ., at 

0 n och nl>out t horn ·;se .... told 11.Anc 

"f.!it h .rod : and h e w2. n.ot ; _or Go took him. ul57 

" ·:: l k in5 ~v:t th God " r e~J.ly moan • He prooee f: frora 

154. ICrntzmann, P . Ji'. , nn. Cit. , Vol . 2, !>• 575. 

155. I J ohn 1, 5- 6. 

156. I John 2, 6. 

157. Gen esi s 5, 24. 



·t h.13 n r.:5::r'&;i ,, e to t he p osi t:tv c and comparr-::: our \W¾l l· ing 

;i·th Chric-t to v; l l'"inc; in t he 1:f.[")lt , f or ChrlEt is 

nrm"" r.tn<.l cla im t o have f c l l oY1s h:l.p ,1i th Christ , '-'10 

lie ru1C1 do not t hr: t :ru:th, :for ligit ::md darl~ne s 

n.:-v •'lr hav , :f ellm··ghip l''lith onr. e.not her. Thorl he 

pr oc .e ~ .. to shov, t hat if' :!e w!':>ll .. in the l i 6ht a s 

C:h:t:i ... -1; i s in t h e l i §h•t we haYe .f ellowa.hip r;i t h one 

ca_-.ot 1er m1d Ch "i st ' s blooo. clcan~os u s :from all 

~iru: , for ·i;hrour;h our .faith :!.11 Chri s "'c and our -:.:-al::

i n: · i t h Chri ~ t, ,··o rec ei v c t h o l> me:f'i t s of' h~i t I s 
. 

su:f:::'eri nu and de;.,t h . ~hi ... :i.s another phas~ 0£ the 

bi .t ·tl • in m n bo·tu cen t he old an.cl t ho n e\• man. Thn 

ol i iuful fl •JB 1 lov es d:1rlL"lCs~ ; t h.,e ne ·1 Pia.'l loves 

t 1~ 1:i@" 1t of Christ . lflh,,, old ""inful :flesh loves ·t o 

r.a JJ~ \n. i,h S t an ; t h !? n ei:r man wa l k s d: th Otlri st. 

ThroueJ,out Script u.r t h i s p i cture o'i: l i ght anc1 

do.rltno•' F- i s u ed . I s '"li eh ;>rophes :.t d conc erni ng 

.Jui.."'.;, "The ,Pe opl e t hat r-, .. l keo. in da rkne,.: h .v e 

sg a 6rr::a t light. nl5B J oh n i n h i o Gospel sn,,,=~s 

of. Christ as t ill! life , ~.nd a dds, ".An d ·th e li:te ,., s 

t he lj.5ht oz me.t1. 111 59 :at1t ev en mor e concie ar.r.d 

cle is Jol:'i..n1,s et a·t ement , "Th en spake J esue ll6D.in 

158. Isai ~\h 9 , 2. 

159 . J ol'l.n 1,4. 



unt o -'Ghom ::myi .g, 'I ar.i ·tl c l.i z h t of t h o worl d ; h e 

·th ~·t i'ol lc,~ trt ,, me sh .. l J. not t·1 l". i n dar .n c,c: , but 

:-:.1~lJ. J ::!V t3 t h e J.ir;ht , Z l i f e.' rrlGO P~ul usos ·th r:: 

ncm,- , 1at h h i n .c:e i ra ot'lr .1- e:arts , -'·o give t .. 1 ,:; l i 5ht 

o t l i• k cw,l ::.:de') o the glory o:f God i n ·t;h e f a c e of 

;r f!n~ Chri1"lt . 11161 John aga i n , sp· akin of "i,;h e fut

u r e k i ngdom of t h e ' b l e t:s ed i n h e~iv en s.r., r.- , "And ·i; e 

ci•t y li e d .no n =-ed o-:f ·the sw1, n e i •th cr o:t th(? moon , 

·r.o si· i n • in i "'.;; :fo r. t h g J.01:.. o:f t h e Lo:?"d rli c1. J.j.Cht en 

::. t, r--:id t h ~ J amb i s ·t l'l : li ~ht t hereof . 11162 Thu s 

t l 1 "" ymbol o · hr i !C:at b -i ne -"G 1.c Li aht r ef er s to 

nvil 1, 1m1, c:rfec t i on and s s dne r , u Darn s poi nt .., 

ou.-"c. l 63 L:i.5ht , on t he oth er. hand , i s ju ~t 'th . 

ru.d v:i.rtu.e. _htl shadows of' t h e d· .r kne .. c:i o::r s i n ~ d 

i n5 u .. ur"d t r . ·in g to e :iv ::l o e u s , 'bt1:t ,•1a l k :i.n5 ;·,i.t h. 

160 . John 8 ,12. 

161. II Oor:tn1:h1 1.ns 4 , 6 . 

J.62. P. ve1at :ton 21,33. 

1 63. Be·m P. , Albert, Op . Cit., Vol. 10, P • 2 G; . 



Chri. t ·, t l C Licht , i1r,1 cane; .. i rmJ.y "to Hi 0 gu.1 i nc .il:-.nd , 

an followins Hi r. font . t aps , wa will :i.n the en reE"-ch 

t h o c ov ot od t;oel oi' r,cr:: ot li,31 t in h cRVC'r... 

Th t1 o·th nr ~ a ~ ~age vll i ch we c_tlo"te ~ r f ,.r . to 1;h :a 

w,c n: •iiter in a di f r z:e 1.t v;ay . It t el, s u ::: t h~,t t;hc 

p ,-.,::- on 11h o 8•"· h e a bi<l • i n C.hr j_s·t m: i1t P.lso to 

wa l a s -hriEn, waJ.ked . Abi,1i 1g in Ohr.:.. t J r-ans b e -

1:i. ev i ne; in Him and thro all t .a t faith b ei n ...,. united 

·;i th Him. If on ab:idt·,s i n .h ri::-t ,·ii t h t h~t firm 

f .,j _·i;h h e OU "" t a l o to 11 1. it--.t c Ilim in a ll thin5s. 11164 

I --:1111 r tJm:.tncicc"' par· ,im.1.l srly of "the b oautifttl. hy ·1 

v .:,·s :nhich o ap ·lil.. f i1:s a appl~.uatiou alld co11.-

0J.u""'ion to -'.;hi s s ection. 

I am tho light, I l i gh t t h e wa y , 
A e;odly life o.ispl&y.ing, 
I bi<.l you vra11- as in ·the da y , 
I lceep your t: .et f r om s t r a ying. 
I am t he t: ay, r:,.nd well I shov; 
Ho\·1 you mu t ojou:i:n h er e bel ov.r.165 

~~rul.y, thi \t1Al ]dn... V. i ·th God e.nd \'Ii th -ru:-i s·t in 

t he r:t ps of • ocb. and th~ sain•i;e of the ages is a 

dif fi cult t aeJ.r wh i ch nwni:fe t p l a i uly the ,hr.istia n 

f a i th in our h ea?:""ts 11cl h ows t h e ba t t l e which r.on -

ste.ntly is b ei ng fought in otu· hearts b etrJeen t h e 

n ei•r and ol d man. 

Th c;: third evid enc e of ·t l1is b a t t l e c ant er , around 

-----------1 64. Ibid, p . 29; . 

165. Luth er an t yuinal , No . 421, v er se 2. 

• 



s--•y c• , "Belovc:ii. , folloi,"'! .not t h:··t :.-;h i ch ie r.:vil hut 

t h:.:'.t nhi · i g oo • Ue t ha t doc--i'ih good: i1;1 o .... Gorl : 

l)"1,1t h -thut tlo ::rth eviJ. h th no·t oen 'of .• nl66 I n 

k11ou ·i;h~it Ee i. rigi1.t1.;ous, :. ~-..no,, t hat ev P.ryono 

i;ht~:t t".octh ri3htcou"-'ne • i s b or11 ot Him. 111 67 "In 

"'.;hi.: t' .r~ ch i l :t·t:n of Go . ar • !Uiilr-.sst , an - t ie 

c!ti.lcL ;:n of ·tho d evil: whoi:io -lf'e r do th ncrt 1"1.c;\-t •ous

?!e"·: , i llo·i; o.,.: Go'· , n i the:,~ ho "th a."'i. lov,~th rJot h ."-s 

broth ... r . 11168 _.. 01.~c :pointedl y J oh n h e th.c~f· :? steriiA-

!l • • 11·t · : 11;/"y l i t ·lil t1 children, t h esu th:i.r~ 1,~1..·i tt~ I 

tu,., o you, ·i;hs:li e s i n 110-"i; . 11169 "Lo'".re not t h e rmrlc., 

n c i •iil1{':!. .. t· ':.. th:.ll 0 c- t ha:t a.r e in tha wor ld. I f any 

m~r-1 lov e ·i;ho -.·10rld , t ht¾ l ove of' t lle l!'a:th e.r :.FJ not 

i n h ·i m. J.i"or a l l t h::l·t i i n t e 1,·1or J.c , t he l u s -'.; o:f 

tho f l e~ :1 , tho l u::·i; o:r t 10 ey r-;s , and t 10 pride 

o· l i fe , ic not of t he Fat Ler, bu t 1~ of t h a worl d. 

,uic1 t he \' orlt1 pa s e th auay an,l t· e l us1;s t hereof', but 

h e t !1at o e·i;h the ·iilll of God abi d-e•iih :lorev el.". 111 70 

---------·-166. III John,11. 

167. I Jor.n 2, 29. 

168. I ,Tohn 3,10. 

169. I J ohn 2 ,1 . 

170 •. I John 2,J.5-17. 
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11/Lnd eve ,:y mrul t J ~,1·1; h~•.i;h thi s ilo . ,, i n hin :tmr:tfi ct h 

11ir.1::s -:,l:::' Av , ns ltP. i s pw: •• nl 71 11·1!hom; !V'?r =~i l".n::th 

hs:i; not :.?e :: .tin, nri't t'Z' .·nc~·u ':'T:i.M. 11172 ir.And ··:e 

Jaior: ·t 1ni : ~ r:: ,..z·•1 n:i. 110< , and t h•.: ~.hnl · ·:o-~J.ci 1 i t h 

·l •~•·i ,.~,.e..-:i"lflt:""' 11173 .s.-J. 1'1- ,a,••• \.U ,,.,,,.,. • 

.m. 1 1 h . •r\, b -'c;·. re ,.,n t he evil ancl t he ~ o od , b et-..oe.n 

(' ·r•i~t and Saiia11. John i •· h e·•·c exhor t ir..e; :?.11 l · r.is .. li

:i.:ru,s to kP.op f"roi sinniJ'l;S , to nbs·t;e.:h'l f J.'OM P.V: .. , t o 

p l r• "st·.rcs o?. -the .'0:-!"ld ney no·t distr a ct u s f rom ou.T 

coc.>d ~r:: cript:l.ol'l of' ·i;his b a t 'tl o i n . an ·to r.i.b . t a i n 

:i:rom evil "' d cli ng t o tl ~ BOOd. Re se.ye , "They ?.re 

i!'l - : .. ;J• 1n,:.,hotl f r o .. 1 ·i;lleir si ns, are i n continuous 

d.:v-ln .. f' .Jllo:1ship , ... ~·e victor:tou"' ov e:i: t h •· \.'.ti.c .:';;lei 

one , h .Ve ·i;.he ford O' God ~bidi .5 ill them , b 1t th '?y 

CU e still l.ur...!'Oll.11(1,}d wi•th Vil , and t ho J:el'll i 1: .. or 
a l ustful, cov e·:;o 1~ , pro1.1d n .. GUre , :u"e still .:-i•ii~i n 

them. Fo:r.5i v g,n a re t h _ 'ff' , bu-"G not yet away fro th 

• o e11c o~· dal.15 cr o'f s i n . ir
174 So l'tan oons "iian·tl ,. bi:rii"Gl e s 

,.m e .i es f'i'"on ·1i thout and from ·1i•th i 11 and tLe tn'tl 

Cru ·i stian lif' e i s mani fested when i n t his bat tJ. - ~he 

-----------1 71. I Johi.'l 
'7 ' 
... , . 

172. I John '3,6. 

173 • ... 
J John 5,19. 

174 .• Se. •rt elJ.~, H. A.. ' Op. Cit., Vol. 7, :, . 23. 
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new man emerg ee vict oi-1.ous anC'i. enable the ch:r-.i. ti~m 

to ut awey t h o c:! o l usts oi? po.:toz·, a nd p:r:Lcle, and 

.>o e.~e sr-ion..,. which the i·;orld off ~- · , enebles hill1 to 

h eed t he apostle ' s warninc~ and admonition to fl ee 

··the works of t h e d e:vil and 'th e ,,vorld and our f l esh 

and hid e oiirselv~s in the sacr ed wound of Ch i'"ist. 

Th en- t h e Chri eti1:U1 life will be mani:f'os .. , . Then t h e 

hris tian shows t hat h e • n or.·,s God , t h at he has seen 

Him and b el iev ed Him and c om~ under ili s ·1ov:tng §lli d'ar.c e . 

Th en t he hristian shm,s h e 1 a memb er of God 's 

feJJ1i l y , not a memb er of eat ari• l i ngdom. 

Ali'or O ent er s a l ong discussion of what J,,hn 
• I 

means by ,ro IS' ~o!, • 

By 

The di s cu.Ps·ion, of c ours e , i s 

' tf'olT,,£<, o.s John h er e r of'ers to "'.;he 

entirt:! animat e C'.lld personal \n.orla , in con.t re.di f"t inc

t ion to that o:S: Goel , as b ei ng sinful, agaii:ist God, 

and i n league wi •th Sat sn. It MOi.ll d har dly mean -the 

ma·t rial world, ma:tter i "'.;self a s opp osed to God, 

f or wo thus would f all into a du aliE1m, v.!i th God b ei ng 

s ood and all matter cv11"175 Instead t he enti re 

c ontext s eems to present the p er r;;onel OJ." ani mate 

s i de o~ the pict1.1re , the ~orld t hus b ei ng controlled 

by Sat an.and t he opp os ite , t h e ~ingdom of God, b eir.ig 

gu.iclod by the holy {:'l.lld right OOUD Goel. 

-----------175. of. Alford, Henry·, O • Oi•t., Vol. 4, p . 443-444 • 

• 

• 
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At any :ra t e , -'.,;his i s ·the b attle b et\,7een ~e 

Good · i.lld evil in man. The good i e- the f aith we have 

in Christ. The evil i s our o~-m s inful fi .~h na t he 

evil world about 11s. ,,Janife~tat:i.on of 011.r f a ith in 

a hr:i.1:1ti~.n lif'e demande: of us that \Ille abstain from 

':!Vil o.nd. fol.lo i: t - t ,.vhi oh i s goocl .• 

The f'ourth manif"ee:t .:i·t:ton of t he Chrlatian lif'a 

in its ba:iitl e vd .t ll t \e olr.:. man i s t ho n e;·, obecliienc e of 

t h-.. Ohristi::i..n to t he precept s o'f G-ocl .• 

This spoltr.n of °!JY John ;:hen he seys, ".~nd , 
r 

llP.reby 1.V no now ... Gh~·t '1/!8 !cnN"l f :\-m, if' we keep' hie 

corm1-a.ndme1its. ul76 "Bu.t v,hoso· kcepeth His t- ord, i I 

him V-r:i.J.y i s t h &J love of C¼od p erfected: h e:r.~'by 

Jeno· we t h:::r'G we a?.~c i n H:ir.a . nl 77 11 Wh soev er i s born 

of God doth not oom.~it s in; for Hi s seed rema i neth 

i n him: and he c e.nnot s i n :. b ec au se h e is born f 

God. 11178 "Por t h i s i s th . love of God , th t we 

k e ep Iii s oomi'!! !!ldment : ancl Iii s c.omrnandr11ents are 

not grlevous. nlf9 111 rejoiced ~rP..ntly t hnt I founcr. 

of thy oh:tldrP.n 1,val lo;:i.ne; in truth a v1e h v e rec ci v ed 

a com.."JJru'ldment fl.•om tlle :pa.thnr . nlBO n And t h i s i s 

-----------l.76. I John 2, 3. 

177. I John 2,5. 

178. ! ' John 3,9. 

179. I John 5,3. 

160. II John 4. 

• 
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love, t hag wo wa l after Mis commandments. This is 

the com.'Dancunent, -that, ae y e hav e he~.rd' :f'rom the 

be5i 1'll1ing, y o hculd wal k in it. nlBl 

v ~he ma"'a;t er of n mv obedi enc e , of 

u s to ·.;11at s aotion of J o.hn' s thought 

epi stles which d eal s wi•th t .hJ n ew man a s far as h ,e 

· i s in p o rrer i n the hcorii of" me.n ov e,.. t he old m~~ , · 

t h e ci 1'lf't1l nett.tre. ·.11 t~out this daily drownin.j of" 

·th o old si1liul natu::i.'.'e t hro'U6h 2·e ,mt anc o and r E.oeiv

i ng :rorgi VE'.nes s thr.ough :fai•th in C,hr:t.st , whio is 

part of' ·the wo~k ,of iihe Hol~ Spi,:i t t h:rougb. t h o .'lord 

of G·o "' , t h e:r0 oou.ld b e no n ev1 ob:.:o i enoe to "'.;he l a.w 

of God , for ¢he t h ough.,Gs of the old man, the ei ,flu 

nature, £'.rr. in direc·t oppos1: Iii on to whet God woul.d 

hav e u s do. Thu s John h e:r.-e r·peaks of t he Ch:ro.sti, >1. • \ 

i n whom tlle R1:>i rit ha s 710:r.1.ed. f a ith to a c c ept Christ 
• • 

a s Hi s Savior from sin. He i s a redeemed and sav ed 

p a- Eon , arid in l'Ji s h eart t he Sp i rit of O. i s t, no:'i·l·

i ng t hrough the ·•1ord of G-ocl ·,:£ i ch he hear s :md r ea s 

e.11d t""Udies , brings a bout t J1a v ::lctory o~ t h o n ;r; man 

over the old s inful f l esh. This f.llt1bl es ·the Ohri ...,t -
. 

i :?.n to lead ·a godly li:f'e and to abound in good vrork~. • • • In s o f ·n- a s hi2 11ew b ni n g , ·the n ew en 1n t ile c.;1ris t.:. 

i 1, i s ooncerne , h i s life i s pcrf • 
llol y . l3ut 

-----------181. II John 6 • 

• 
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this victory i s never compl et e becaus e-, th'! old mem 

constent;y r cm lins to .har as ~ t he spiritual ~ecnrity 

o:,-: t he Clr-:-1 :::tian. Thuc- when John speal~s here of' 

11keepill§ Mi s Commr.ndmant s 11 a111d "1,,JaJ.!cing in the Truth" 

1a o:f b .:i.ns "born o God •••• h e cannot sin, beca1 s.e 

h e i s born or Gotl. , 11 h e i s speakill5 of t ho n e\·1 ~piri t

ti: s i e of man' s du :-,1 l'll'!t u.re , of 1 is obe<J.i c....-icc to the 

prec epts of' Goc1 ru1d hie c esire to ple~.so Go ,1i•i;' a 

l ii' . of d . :votj_on ar.t s ervice a nd i,.; not incl udi ng in 

t he p i o"Gure t !'l.e old s i nful flef7h vht ch hat ee Ood and 

t ~ t h i n c;s :: f!rta ining to God. "'!ei c1n e r sums matters 

up v e r \Vr-?11 when h e s a y .. - i n co11n ection r.1:tn. 3,9, 

"Joh.11 here has 111 mi nd t h e Pauline di"tinction b a

-'GWCE'.:n I t he olc1 man' and I t he 11e-v; nian , ::hic.11 i s hang 

r r--11. -:.;cd 1.u1to l n owl edge af't r~=-=- t l ,.~ i ri a ge of Ri m that 

ore~t P. .hi m1 r -~heni211. 4,,22-24 ; olossi ans 3,9-10 ) 

n m·, , a>t b orn of Goel and ooNi tti:a.g sin. . The n e1·: 

man oa."lnot sin , --1·1 .i. ... n t h e b el:!. v e:r co!!lli,.its ::: in it 
\ 

i s ·the 'l1orJ\'" of •the old ma11, whi ~h \'te.::.:ath co:. .. rupt 

£\f't cr t he lusts ~ dec ei·t. 111 (l,;.phesia11s 4,22)182 

Or as K•r etzmann s t te~, " :-.'h en t liir: ragener ~::-i:ii on t his . 

n f:)W lJirth , ha s b e en schi ev cd, ".;hon it is t :ru.e t ~:~ t 

&'I.c h a child . of Goa , a oc or di1, ... to ·the ne,!!, divine 

182. 'lP.idner, n. F., Lut e::r.m1 c·oi • entar;v, Vol. 11, 
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ri ... ":l.-tt1z-t. whioh h o h e.s in hi11r:·ielf, oa?J.not "in, cannot 

b e ::fo:.c ed back into th . ""l a v ::y of' ~111. 11183 Tho 

o"'Glle:: p·~s w:c; s , J.i k'3 3,9, speak o:f the s ame ms···t er, 

th, .. m · n p o:i.n"'c o:r d i scussion . 

·1e hav e dis

c· u·!"' ec1 t horougi'll y t h e wor inc; of t he !l"p iri t t u .~ough 

"'i;he means 0:1:.· gra c 11: , the ::or e of · God . .:uffice :i.t t o 

e..y h ex n t hat \'.1h en John say , "for Hi s s eed r emai n eth 

j_11 him , " he i s r ef orri 8 most prob ably _.<io the ·-:or . 

o:f God a~ God• s s edd i n tn.o h e ·. o.. t ·1e Christie • 
t 

!Jos t 001.Dl'll .n"'Ga.tors "dopi; t 1i s i n·t :r.prot at:i.on of Cl"'lrE.fAJ... 

en - -'i;h os o who di sagr ee o o only to 8p"':oly i•ii "to "th e 

•pi ri•t i t l}lf184 o," olsa beccl".u:--;~ t h ey b ol i nv c :i:ii 

appl i.?'"' •i;o all i;;h o "av e b e,.a b n:::..n n·t C?-od ~bid~ .r..z; in 

God now. 185 Ba:r.-nc.: haR ·i;!::.i.s to s, y: "The i,• ore s ood 
r 

( O-trc.p)A.~ ) means pr opm:·ly s ried c.m:m, as o::.. gr,:in , 

!)lcJ'l-'"s , tra .,'lo-------It i s a ppli ..:.d in t he f!e,-,. Ta t · .

t11ent to t he ·-.:ord of' God , 01" tho Gosp -11, as t ti.P.t 

;·;hich :produ c es ef ..,_ ects i J.'l t h ~ h eart a nd lif' c f'i milc-r 

to what s eed t ha•ii i s --o :n doe -= . nl86 The SP.ed of t he 

1 8 3. KretzmaIL"l, P . E., Op. Cit., Vol. 2, p . 568. 

184. ~e1~~1er, Op. Cit., Vol. 11 , p . 307. 

18 5 . :'1.exa."lder, in sp ~al<.er•s Oornme.i-1tary , cf. :r.~1 0:::itor•s 

Greek Test eme.J:1t, Vol. 5, P • 185. 

186. Bexnes , Albex~ , Op. Cit., Vol. 10, P• 319. 



-72-

Word of God, then, 1hich produces and pres erves 

faith in the Chris tian• s h eart brlng ab·out this 

condition of obedi enc e to the l aw of Goo in which 

the new ma.'l, s ince 1 t is "born of God , n cannot sinl _ 

That i s who.t John says concerning the new obedience 

of t he C!hristian a s a manif'esta ·;;ion of tl1.e Ohrt stian 

life . 

. Fifthly, John spcal::s to u s a lso of purity of 

doctrin e in his thoughts on t h e battle beti·,een t he 

avil and t h e good i n ~an a:f'ter his convers ion. He 

s ay s , "Littl ,1 chi l dr t?n , it i s the l ast time: ard 

as y . h av e h ea r cl t hat Ant icl :,:-j_ p t shall come , ~ V P.n 

110w a r e t here mt=tny 11ntichr:!.s ts; \vher eby v,e knm·s t hat 

i t is the l a t ·i;ifile. Th ey went out from u s ; but 

t h ey Wl}re n ot of u s ; . :for if' they had been of' u s , 

t h y would no doubt have continu ed ~~th u ~; but 

they went out, that they rni6}lt b e made manifeP.t t h t 

t h ey were no .. ~ all of u s . 11187 " Who is a liar but he 

t h fl'.t denietb tha·t J e m.ts i s the Chris t? He is i\.nti

chr i s t, that d enif3th the Fath ,r and the ~on . Who-

s o ev er deni eth the ~on, t he 0 a-..me hath not the Pe t h .r: 

h e that a clm.o\"Il edge·1.,h the Son , hath the .!!1ather a l ... o . 11188 

Lilcewise in ohaptf7r four John s ays, "B'31_oved , believe 

-----------187. I John 2,18-19. 

188. I John 2,22-23. 
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not every spirit, but try the spirits whcthP.r they 

arc of Gods because many f als t') prophete are gone 

out i11to the '!t10rld. Hereby r.no\'! ye th eopirt t of 

God! Every spirit that conf'e~seth that Jesus Christ 

is· come in the flesh if! of God: and every spirit 

t h ut oonf esseth not that Jc u ~ Chr:L t i s come in 

·th a flesh i e not of Go<l : and t h i e 1 t he.t spirit 

of . tioh.~i~t, whereof ye h~ve heard t hat it should 

0 1rie ; ai, d oven nov; a lready 1s it i n the v1orld. Ye 

ar e of Goci , little child..:·e , and h ave overcome them: 

bscauc:,e gr ,:,a te-· i s He that is in you th -t h e t ha t is 

i n the world. ~h ey are of th wor.ld: therefore 

~P P k they of the world and the world h eareth t hem. 

'le ar of God: h e t l'lAt knov1eth God h e·.reth ue; he 
. 

t hat 1~ not of God h ear eth not u~. Hereby ~now we 

t he s irit of truth and t he spirit of error."189 

Also in his second and third epistle~ this matter 

receives the attention of thf.3 i n _.ired apostle. 

"Por many dec eiver s m:o ent e:l·cd into the world , i,,ho 

confess not tn• t Jesus Ohriet i s come in the fl es r~ 

This is a cleoeiver and. an S1ntic..i-iri t. Look to your

selves, tha t we los not those things which ~e hav e 

v,rour~t, out that w·e receive e .full r ev:,e.rd·. rJho-

s o v ez· transgres ·eth ~.11d abidet.h not in the doctrine 

-----------189. I John 411-6. 
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of Olu:iat , hath not God. He that abideth in the 

doo~rine of Chri st, h e hath both the Pether a..~d the 

Son. If t h er e com.o any unto you and bring not this 

"oo·trine, r eo ei.v . him not into your hm1se , n ith P.r 

lzi(l him God speed: For he tha t b;.d et~, him God· 

s p ~e i s partaker of h i evil d eeds. 11190 n1 :n-o·te 

ui1-to the churoh1 but Diotrephes ,vho loveth to ave 

t h e pr -aaminenc a a,nor,g them, rec eivet.1 us not . ·.f!lere

:forc , if' I come, I r:ill r emember his deede !•-.1h j_ci1 lie 

doe·th, pi·ating a r;a :tnst u w:i. th rn l i ciot1s words: &"1.d. 

not oonti:lnt t h ~:t.·e··Ji tl'l , nei t.her doth he hims el f' :::-~-

c ,Ji v the breth:t·en a.."ld f'orbidcl eth th~!rn thnt ~.oul <l, • 

and oa s ",a ~th them out of the church. 11 l91 

vbat J ohn s ay~ h er e of th false teaching, 

bo·th f'rom t'Ji thin -'Gb.e churcl , a.e :t11 the oaee of' t he 

proud Di otrophe s , anu from wit hout, a s in the case 

of' the Guostio ph:llos opher:·· , i s anot h~r phas of 

t h e c on.fliot bet reen ".;he no~·• 1:md th~ old m:_n. The 

net-·1 s -,irltual bein g 1 $ always r ea.c'ly "co aoce1>t only 

t b e tru.e a.1-Jd good . Tllo old s:inf.'ul. fl e sil i ~ easily 

sr,,ayed j_nto unb elief', f a l ..-: ehoo~, and error. 

But the matte.rs which John tre-t s h er~ e.re 

vita l to all Ohri tians of all ags F, not o~..ly to 

those; of t hr'3 time i n which he w s writing. l e sl')e-!".ke 

190. ·II John 7-11 

191. III Jolm 9-10. 
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of f ar r eaching princi~les by which all Christians 

mey judge the truth . John t ell~ his readers t hat 

t h ey h a d b een \·1arned , ju~t a s we ~l s o have b een w.-rned, 

th·~it Jmtichrists would ap11t')ar in t h~ clluroh and v~.th

out the church i n tl1e latter day e . He says of them 

t hat th y ~cnt out from them but were not of them. 

Al t hounh once mef.!lb ers of the s ame body o:f. Christians, 

t h ey had ohe'IJ'lged in mind end heart and w.ent out of 

th • ohuroh t o show t h e world t hat they were 11ot one 

w:f.th them. Then. John proceeds to c all t hose :!' opl e 

li., .,..s \"tho denJr th t -J estl.t: Ch.ti.st was born in t he 

fl esh. He migh~ have b ~len r eferring he::-e to the 

error of Cerinthus, z-ef erred to i r.. t ho di s cusP1.on of 

G-no:=::ticisr above , 192 or ev er, to Gnosticism i n g~ner al. 

At any r a t e , the r eader s to whom John addresf ed these 

worde kn ew 11hi11h errori ·ts h e mea."lt. They deni e d 

tho dai t y of Christ. They r efus ed. to e.ooe'!?t J esus 

of .. ';'a.~9.reth v,hora Paul and Timot}'\~- and. no-:.v· J o.hn· had 

1>re e ched to them, a s the ;TesRiah , the Chri~t , and i n 

doing this they denied evP..n the Father and made 

liar e out of tl1emselves . Lil e'i'~d. se, in tho e eoond 

pass ge, John S!>ealcs of' those sr,iri te who are n.ot of 

Goel and. who are fe.lee 3>rophets. /~ai n the special 

form of error ie the deni al of t he divine nature i .n 

-----------192. of ... .\.bove, Introcluotory Waterial~ PP• 5-7. 



Christ, of the f act that God came into the world 

in the flesh. TJ:l..is. may h ave been \""Jri•tten agains t 

t he Doceta e pP.rt:Louli:U'lY ~,h ~.ch mat t er also has been 

di sou s a ed above . 193 They b eliev~a parti ularly t hat · 

Je u s ras not a r~al per_ on but tha t He just see .ed 

to exi Pt. Bllt in this connection ,Tohn br:J.n~ s out . 

the :r ct t ha t G-ocl , in. the Christian, overcomeA t he 

ovil rmd t h e er r or becatta .. He i s stro.n~er ·1.;h::- the 

error. In pointins thi. out, -:To}.-i..n shows !)Qrti u.l;:- rly 

ell t he f aot t ha t tho e Chris t i ans ~ho ~r e of God 

r o i n di :-:-aot ovpos :t•.;ion to t h •~ worJ.d and in t his 

·tr uth , from tho F ,.?iri t of .rror . 

of God a.nd as long as we abi a i n Him and l et Ris 

''lord b e t he 811.in.'3 of' our. Jr.nowl edge a nd life , ~:v~ •:r.i.11 

b o sure of b t?i n(" of t h e spirit o'2 truth and t·dll 
I 

"tey the s pirits, v,hetha~ t h ey ar . o:f God." I n t h e 

p s s-ne;e from S9con d rTchn, h e poil'lts out the a ddition\ll. 

t ought t h t . ., ~ •,ho hav e t hG truth mtu~t not ~cnept 

any of those lrlho come t o u s pr•1ao ling error , must 

not t ol c-!r ate t h em in our. homes, mus t not S1.1.p:9ort t b @JD 
. 

i 11 ,m,y way, but mus t on ·the ot h er hond x·emai n al oof' 

frc,m them and te .:t i f'y to t h -3 truth, t hus r efutine 

193. cf. Above , Introduction, p. 5-7. also c~. Barnes, 

Albert, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, P• 328. 
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the falsehoods they :U:-e trying t o dis~eminate. Tho 

apostl ha s l~kew:tsP., i n t h i s ca s e , warneC. them against 

t h o3. who do n ot accept ·t;ne f'mct t h P.t Jesue o· i s t 

t he :::on of God actually cam,; :i.n t' ~ 2l esh i "the 

for m of J e s u s of ?'laza r oth. re t f :11::i" t .hei11 to loo1• 

to t hemscl v es l ~ ... t th<:y. l ose ~v er;y-'i;hing whi c h t h ·-;-y 

e lresidy ha d by accc ting t . :l.o ei·r or ,.~.hich ._.,a R b e:J.r.g 

t a.u3ht among t hem. In t he fourth pas ·~ae Jr,h.n • j_nts 

ou-li to e ertai U•ai ufl , t o \~hom ho i s • 1 t , · i ·1 t h e 

thi rd cµ,is•t l e , ·th gt even w:I. t h:Ln the chur.oh t h Jre are 

tho~~ wno r ~ errortet s and ~i ·l oad t e Christi~n~. 

Ile ~ em - o:r Td.otrr::ph cs who had \'1orldly arabi t ·.on G11d 

p ride ~s hi mai n dra: • -bac!.s. He liked to b e f'i r t 

amon~ t.11.e r ti.sti.?.ns and af! ~- result, .ny ot' the 

hri 0 tianc- 7.ho r P.c e :i.v od J'ohn 1;nf his r "':p:r. e nt ~t:ivc s 

e t h eir l eRde? s t,\•e:t·e :put ou"'.; o~ t h n .chu:rcl:l by t h-l 

mf!n 'llho e1ri cle.!."l"tly a t ·t _ t .~d t o u url..) eut h o1"i t y ever 

t he a:f":fair~ of t h e hu:roh r1ithout due war..,.. ot for 

t h i. au ·thor1 i;y . All of t l"lis discussion by John. 

mer el y points on:t ,011e i m.:. ortaut fact . T.hat i ~ , t t 

any error i st, f r o \vi thin o:r vd thout, grP.r,t or sm:..11, 

1 ..., tlengerous ~d i s t o b e a,,.oidr.d if a t all -,os!:'ibl«'!. 

!.i}h ,~ Apir.i t of e:i. ·,·or h r: s nothing i n co: . . on t•'i th t he 

spi r i·t of ·~ru.th a11d thez·,d·ore t he t wo di cml ~ n '"''" x· 
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be mi?l81 ed and can never b e mingl ed \"Ii thout the loss 

of ·tho t:ruth. E:rror h a s nothine; to 1ose , truth has. 

"ljlor the Cl'i..ri Etians of today this iD pertinent and 

v ery irnporta..'l'lt and aJ.l o:t' u c.-, mu.:=t think car efully 

on t h es e points and r emember t h e a dmonition of the 

a ::,os tle , "Look to yourselves, t hat v,e lose not those 

t h ing whi ch 'Ne have v1rot1.ght., but that we receive a 

n i.11 r eward •••••••• For h o t ru: ·t bidd eth him. !}.ou Qpced 

i s !)e.rtal er of his evil doed e. . ul94 

Thus John discuss es the problem of the b triitle 

b et ween t he false ancl. t lH.> ynre in rloctrin e . The 

Chr i s tian mu ~t 3Ver b e on suarcl a t?a in t en·or i n 

doot r ir,o , f or J.i1te in t he oat·tle of sin 1 tself', the 

ol d ninful r easo1:i and f les h of mr:in iQ always ,.,,,111-

i ng to li~t en to ~ny and every ~ben·ation of t he 

truth of God.' s ·tord . . o v,e mus t keep ot1rselv s 

strong in ·the tru.th wilioh Go ~ has given us and al'.::,:.;y s , 

\"Ii th t he Spirit's h elp, s eek t he good a nd trne con

c o:rning Ohrist and forsake t h e avil s.nd t h ose t hat 

teach :fa lsely . 

The sixth phase of the b a t"iile betv1e en the n t·.; 

and t h e old m,m whioh we will di~ou~~ from John's 

P.pistles is t h e c onf i dence of the Christian. John 

speake o:f ·this i n sev e1. a1 :9leoes in partio1.u nr ,,~.i1en 

194. II John 8 and 11. 
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he .say~, 11Herein i i=i our love mad perfect, that •;:e 
. 

1nay have boldn e:.~ in the C'lcy of' judge.-uent: bec~u-··e , 

a s !le is, s o a.r e \Ye i n t llis worl •• !J~here is no f'Ela r 

in lov,;, ; but perfect love oa"'·l:eth out f oar1 b acan!'-le 

f ear hath to 1ent. lle th, t f' ear e·th 1 a: not made 

:per.fact i n l ov e. nl95 "And no,,,, little oh:l.ldrc=o.n, 

abide in Him; t i'l:3.·t, when He shall app ear, ,·,e may 

h nv e confi denc e , a.~d not b e ashamed b e.fore Hi m at 

Bi s com:~ng. ul96 "Beloved, ' i t" our heart conde.'!lll u s 

.not, then hav e \"lo confi dence toward God . , nd whe.t

so•~v e:I' we ask , v10 :rec eive of Hi m, b ecau se r,e keep 

.!is oommanoment s , and do those t h i ngs that a re pl eas

;.115 ilt Hi s sir5ht. "l97 ''And t h i s ie t he ocni'i dence 

"'~h r.it v. e hav e i n Hi m, t hat, if 1,1 •0 ask a..'"lytl'l-ing accord

ing ·to Hi s \.1rlll,. h e h ee.reth u ,:,, : And i f we lmo;.., ·tl.e.t 

I e hea r u s , v1h t o ev er we a sl"' , r,e know t1,at ·w =! 11 ve 

lihe po•ti t i ons t hat iile d.esi::i:-ed of Him. nl9S 

The fir t t wo pas~uge~ speak particularly a bont 

t he holy boldnevr. and coilfidenoe which 1;·.,e as Ciu."'ist-

1ans h av e in t ho day .of judgement when the Lord, the 

r1.si1t eous JudgP. sh 11 OOJlle to the eartn to se!)arate 

the good from the eVil a.."l.d bring the inherit ance of 

et Arnal life to all His s ervai~ts. In all four pas-
. I 

s ages tlle Hord "lrd\ r r I\ 0-~ i s 'llSe d .. -m i en means , 

-----------195. I John 4,17-18. 

196. I John 2 1 2a. 

197. I John 3,21•22. 

198. I John 5,14-15. 

• 



•BO-

"free and f'eerle . fl oon:f'Hlenc , cheerful oourdge , · 

b oldnesP, a e ~uranoe . 11199 Tho part:1.oulnr boldne""s 

and oont.":'!.d · o e spoJren of 111. the. f irs t t v,o ::;,aseages 

r esnl·i:is fxom perfect J.ove of Goa.. As Barnes s ·- s , 

"Th e i dea is, th. "'"ii h e who hae t :ru.Q love to Go· \,i.11 

hav e no·thi11s to fei,r i11 t he day of judgement , and 

Play ev P.n approach thci av.~ tribuna l i1her h e is 

to reoei v e t he s ent enc e whi ch sball detennine his 

ev r l .as•r.ins destiny i-:ithot1.t a l azm. 11200 So .this per

f ect love which the n er! man of the C,h."dstian has to 

God :fills him with firm 1'"elia n c e on Christ ' s rner.lts 

tQ gain him an FJVerl ast ing cro1·m in heav er!, for p er -

f'a i•th i n C1hris·t as t h:i S vio~· anc,, RedeemeJ!". Ag::-ii n 

Joh11 i s peaki ne e:!{clusivel y of t he n ew mal'l. To ·t e 

morta l human b ei n ;;S , with bot h a f!ew s _ irl tual "=' ei r:.0 

and a.11 ol d sinful fl esh, au.ch ~ p ~r:f oct love i !=: 

i m!)ossibl e . But though t he boldness of the Christ

i a.11 may b e les :1.n degree than t h t of' which Johll 

speaks here, nev~rtheles , ·the h:,:-istian wit h fai"17h 

i.11 ihr:l.st and love to Goel m1,1y b e oonf'id.-;,,nt of an 

ete:l.'nal rew rel b ecause of t h e atone1':!ent o:r Christ 

and t hu s may loolr for.l·1a r d to cl eat h ~nd the final 

-----------199. Thayer, Op. Oit., P• 491. 

200. Barnes, Op. Cit., Vol. 10, P• 334. 

, 



judg • ent with boldne .. s anc1 oourae;e or oonvioti on, 
. . . 

ev ~1 tllougll "the old .-1nf.ul ·f'l e~h oauscR l.'lS to tremb:.i.e 

and b e a:f'z•airl when doath facer.: t'l.e. John add~ i t his 

co1111ection "'.;hnt r i]! hall "not b e aE=hamAd bofor,. Iiim 

a:t lti:-;; coming. " The Oh::i.-i. tiar1 ni th :f':!.:rni :faith a11d 

love to God n e ed )'lever be a shamed b ef'o,.·e C~·oo , f or, 

a lthough h e hims~a.:r i"" still v.;orthl ess a.'ld viJ.o , he 

nevorth El ess r P.li·es a ltogether on the love o".f God in .. 
Christ and Chri s t 11 s per.feet aton emP.n"t. VTt!': neec1 no .. .; be 

ashamed because throtl6h our fai1;1J i n CJ:'1..ri&t we pr esent 

·to Goc1 th e work of Obrj.~t as our own work. In the 

first ,!)ae:sae;P. quoted, ,To.bn ae.c1.e two other .. .;houghts 
I 

","ff'li ch beg our at1ie1:t i on. "There i s no f ear i n love; 

' p e1.""f'ec1i loV•J cast t h out :fear," and a l so "Because 

' · s lie 1,:, so are tve :i:.n this world." By statin t hat 

porf'~ct love cas"l:,s out any idea of" f' ear beoat,.sa f ear 

ha s torment or puni shment, John. mea..'t'ls to sey t :,at 

t h;:- Christia n who. lo:vea God knows t a t his sin ... ai"'c 

f'orgiv011 f'or Chrl "'t' s sake and t hus t hi3 love h ,s 

110 room for the f ear and dread of punishment. As . 
I<rctz«Wnn statef:, "Thus the love of God, as it be-

comes perfect in our heaz1;s, casts out all sl~sh 

cl.read , since it proveF ,.,.;o us that vie no longer have 

any punish.rnent to fear. The p1.1...vii shment has b en 

borne, and therefore f ear s i m1>J.y cannot exist any 
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J.ongC:'.r. 11201 

we i,1 t his \."mr J.ci. , " Johri points ou•i; t h ·t Clu·iGt is 

tho 2:·easo11 -'..;he Ch . i sticm "h a s such bold11ese and con-

:f.io.ru1cH? i;, t h.c1 ci!'iY o:f."· j1.tdg ement . Ji s W id11er SQ.YR, 

Clu. ·· et, •.q d ·thtri; Oh:dst :i.s in u s , and as llt s nat·ur. 

:ts l o-.,- - , &"'ld r;r ara l i" q I!i .1, \':e ne. -.::n no"'i; f e!•.r iiie 

j11dg c:r.cn·t . ir202 ~his simil ari-'.;y be .. .; ··e en Ohri s t and 

U,~ , t } Ol we e.re · still i r.. t i1.:i. ,vorlci, ma1rcs u s r.on-

i'i cic?.·.t t hst v, will not b e co,l ci.e111..Tled. The ei:im.:1-. . :l.ty 

i r- t he :f'ac"'.:; t t od 1 s love i n C-hris t has giv !'n us 

,hr i :- t , we ·oarmot b cona 1111ed. As .\l:i?orc:1 SEl,:f- , 

l o-'G ir1 •••••• but i11 that · v:e are ::ri$h"t,e"'"·s a P n e i s 

x:i.e,!1teous , 2,29; 3 ,3f:f' ; :; ,10; 3,22.n203 Thus John 

i n "the e i."Wo p a .... s - g es 1>oi11t s out ~ th e bo1dnes f: , 

e"'i;en1e l j udg£:fllent which ov ery Christie.n h a~ a~ tho 

r esult of his f :?.ith i 1:. Chri.,•t and hie, love to God •. 

In t he oth er two pas ttg ee ,·1! :I.ch use the word 

' ,r ck p p II\ 0- L J,.. , a ifferN:·i; 1 ind of' bola.nos.- 2..n .. 

201. Kretzmann, P . B., o~. Cit., Vol. 2, p. 574. 

202. rlei dner, R. 11'., Op. Cit., Vo1. ll, P• 320. 

203. P.lfor« , Op. Cit., Vo1. 4, P• 494. 
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col'..fi dtmca i s spol~en oi'. It i e .e confiden.ce•,•thich 

aomes from the lo1owledgo o·'' "i:h e forgi v en,.:s "" cf our 

sine "thro 1e!. the 1neri t c of CJhrt('t. A- c. r c.:ult c"f 

i! our r el ations to Go~, beoan.sc as- n result of 

C,h:c·i P_.IJ, R r od e :ptive ,.,orlc, p e~c c onc e more ho."' b ee.a 

God i s in t h • f'o:. :i o:f. p e•i;i tion s and roquestt: pl...- c ed 

a:li Hi a ·i;h.."r'Q11 :. . our h eart does 11ot concl-amn u s b ecause • 

o\~l'.· consoi encf.l i clear :l.n t h e k11ov-.l edge t iat God 

h:.:·e :lore ive11 u s our s ins . "!!e . aek, 2.:1d we ::;•ece.:.vo of 

Hi m. Of oo'l.1.rse th.e nsJciug im et b e dor.le acoord1.?1e "to 

-1 s niJ.l , ... t he oth ex· peissP-e; p oin"'.;s out. As Barr.es 

r ~ "U'ks , "The t1.eclarn:tio h r..re ll'!ac.e must b e 'lUlde r

s to· d t'.-lth these lirnit:;ri;io11s: 1) Tha ·i:; we c.sk 5.n a 

pzop •:r n:aiine=, C:iar,1es 1!., '3 ; e ncl 2 ) The't the t h i ng 

i'or us , I John 5,14. 11204 

b eceu.se we J.:no :i; •.ve are God 's childrr::.11 ai~d es God ' s 

oilildi"en "keep I:i s comr:!.:i."ldmer..rt~, a,d Co t h ose ·t:lings 

t , :rt; nre pl easing i n Hi s s i B11t . " It is not beoau ... e 

204 • .Barn.es, o». O:!.t., Vol. lQ, p. 325; 

I 
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heard in our petitions, but because we do these 

things we •now ·we are God's children and as a loving 

FathAr, God h ars the petitionE and r equ ~ste of His 

obedi ent children. As Alford says, "They (good 

works ) are the measure o~ our Chrirtian life: accord

ing to their abundance , so i s our aocea~ to God, s o 

i s our rmvard fro~ !od : for thoy are the ste a of 

our li enes~ to Goel. i;Jhatever ' i s attributed to "'i;hem 

as an effici ent caus , i E attributed not to us , but 

to Him 1hos e f:rui t s they are. Because Cbri~t i t:o thus 

.ani:r e. ·te d in U F , God hears our. prayers, which e 

only h e;.rs for Christ' s sake: bPcause Ris , pint 

,·,ork t hus 2bunda..'1.·t1y in u s: , Be listens to our 

pr ay er , which in that measure has become t hs voic e 

of ili~ pirit. So t h t no d ~P-r ee of effic cy at

t r ibutod to the good mrl~~ of the child of God 

n ed :mrpris e us : it is God r eoogni~ing, God vin

dicatin5 , God multiplyin~ , Go- glorifying , 1$ own 

wo i.- i n u s . 11205 Thus thi boldnese and co1lfidenoe 

in the matter of pr yer 11 revd e r ests on t he f act 

t hut ~hrist is ou:r. Savior and Rade ner and t h:t·o· G 1 

'His r:i.ghtoousneP the Chrietie.n i s heard ~t the 

throne o:i' od when he asks m th a strong ?.nd t zue 

faith , nstrong b ecause h e asks with boldness and 

205. Alford, Op. Cit., Vol. 4, P• 482. 



c cnfi dtJnce, ane. true becaus l? h e giv es evirlsJ OP. of 

it by d oi11g t h ,-.::tll of God . 11206 

Bt1t we s eP- in t he s eventh pl ,ice ho ·1 John lilro-

v1:i. points out t h e j oy of' t h e hr:LFtiWl QR m~n1-

f'er,;t ",;ion n-.f t he Christion l if'P. rra sey · i ll thr P.c 

:paoe:eg,3 
' "Anc1 thP.r;e ·i.;h:l11g::: •rl.te ,,.,~ u..YJ.to you t hat 

.. tur j oy r!i.ey b e ful l . 11207 11For I r<': j oi c :=1d. 5ro, ".;ly 

J' Juw n > o {Jr )C•t P.r ·cy t he.n to htJ r th~.t my oh.:, · ~ e:•r 

•••• , ... ,_ ,. _-'i n +--•"'·}1. u208 " b _._ T t-• t ~ "'· .., w.L..., .., • • • • U " __ ....... ~ 110 CO r:: uO ,.'Oll , 

aJJci spea'!.- :fmc,:i ·t o ft1.oa th~t our joir may 1-,,=i :fu.11. 11209 

;·,h t3n ,ToJ-:r.. ,:,z·o-t l? ·thosr; par-r:: . es: , e.nd p:,r-ticuL.rJ.~r the 

f"i z-~t on P. , h a tmd t')Ub t ec.i ly r eoEll1 ed tho •or. s of ,i F.!SUS 

··:n·· c .. _ h q i r:u~eJ.f z-c~cord,.::c1 i11 his r..osp ,'!1 , "th ese 

·i;J1 j_n:;"' h a v e I spokr.-.11. unto yon, -'.;h a·t rry joy m:.tr(·,t 

r•:impi 2 i n ynu , a nc?. ti,ai; yolJJ-: j y m~.ght b e full. ri210 

for-'.; c· , th e T-foly ;-1piri ii , t h e fisoiples had b eon 

gil_ P 1:d t h joy wl i ch oe.rri Gd t he t h.rougi1 ·i;: P d ., ,_,

est htL~an or-r ows . Npt John ~n:-ites t o hi s b -l ovcd 

------------206. Jei oner , Op. Cit., Vol. 11, p . 312. 

207. I cl"ohn 1,4. 

208. III John 3.4. 

209. II John 1 2. 

210. J ohn 15,11. 
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11 t·tlc children in the fa! th t h at their joy too mi cht 

be full. Fellowship with Chiret, about ,.m1oh John 

epeaks in the v erses p r ec eding, results i n h eppiness 

and joy. "Th eir joy woitl.d be compl et e if thAy ha d 

t hat; for their re~l h ap pi nes s wa s to b e fow:id in 

·th eir Sa,;.ior. 11211 ~tds f'ellon shi p ~d.th Ohri ... t, b ei nG 

s u r e t hat me n , for Ohris t 1 s s ake, was reconciled e~ain 

•;.it h God , t his as mranoe of f'org:lvenes s -of s i n s and 

eve1'lasting lif' e , "-.hie kn owledge that hrist is our 

b-.1 ot er and Go d i s our Fa t h er, 11w111 evt=-r hev e t he 

s "'1mo ai"f oot upon the Or..ri tians, n..r.unel y , th t of' 

making t ilair joy in f a i t h c omp1 e·te c?nd :;>er.feet, of 

oau i11g t hem ·to r est t heir s a lvation in Chriet and 

·th eir heav enly Fathe:t"" wi•th ou·t t h e slightest hes:l.t u 

t i on or doubt, of i 1n artinf:, to "th em t hat inexprece

ible h ap pines:-- o:f fcl.t ll ,·1hi oh 110 man can t alra fror:i 

t h e b eliev e2·s , whi ch they ::t·at ain i n t h e v ery 1ilicl.st 

of mi s ery e.nd tribulatio11. 11212 ThRt 1s t he joy of 

·l;h e Chris tiani Th e mea~:: e o:f Ohr1 tmas, the mes

sa§c of Good Friday, the mese3Be of Faster morni n6 , 

the rnes s age of .1\ scensio11 1)~\~', yes, the mes s c.=1g e of 

thP. great tri1.1.mpha l c.Tudgement Day - th:.'\t i s the joy 

of the Ch:r:Lstia n for it is the mes, age of Chri s t's 

·-----------
211. Barnes, op. Cit., Vol. 10, p. 282. of. Bo.rnee , 

Vol. 2, P• 356. 

212. Kretzmann, P. OD. Cit., Vol. 2, P• 558. 
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love for us. Jus t as Paul exclaimed, "For me to 

11 v e i s Chris·t, rr2l:5 so everythill§ VJhioh for the 

nhrt~·11ian i -== joyful and he.ppiness i s c ent er d in 

Ch:ris·t, in living for !fi.'11 and to Him alone! John 

re joiced in Christ. Her joiced 1n the f act that 

s 0011 h<➔ mi ght be able to see l1i s f'~lJ.o • Clu:1.~tians 

f a c e to fac e • . Be r e joiced in the f act that Gaius , 

nh om h e had oViclently i nstru.c-'i;et; in t he f'ai t h , \,&s 

r emni n i ng truo to Ohrj_ t in a ll things . I em :!:e 

mind.ed h ere s•iironc;ly o:f the v1ell l:-n o~;-n po em \·1.hich 

s o b cautif'ully ilJ.us 11:ra t e r- the joy of the Chri tian 

111 hris t t1he S&vior--

Good h tist i ~n men, r P. joio~I 
V:"1 th heart and soul and voice. 
Give y e h eed ·i;o wh:3,t \"1~ say! 
I:Jewsl H'ews·I 
Jesus Christ i s born today 
Ox and ass b efore Him bo\V 
Ancl. r e i s i n the manger now 
Christi. born todayl 

Good Christia.n men, rejoice! 
111th h e~.rt and soul a."ld voice . 
~ow y a hea r of enol ese bliss 
Joyl Joyl 
J eeus Chris t was born ~or t his. 
He hath opt ed the h~Javenly door 
And rr1an i s bl.es ea evermore , 
Christ was born :for thisl 

Good Chris tian men, r e joioel 
\Vi th h ear~ a11d soul and vo~.oe . 
Mow y · need no·t f'ep.r the g?;ave 
Peace! Pea cel 
Jesus Lhrist v1as born to save. 
Calls . you one , and c ~ ls you el.J. 
To Hi~ everla sting hall 
Obrist 'llae boI.'ll to savel 

-----------213. Philippians 1,21. 
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Thus John pictures for u the manifestations of 

the Chris tian life in the ba t t l e b et ~P-en t he n ~ti and 

the old rnan in us. Bu.t ~e pr.oc eel to di~cuss John' s 

t houghts c oncerning the manifeEtation of. t he nhi r~t

i an lif' °' i n the r el ation of the Cllirisiii an vii t h h:'- s 

f ello nne11. 

As a s eco11c.1 manif'estt et1on of' tho hi"is tian lif'e, 

Joh.n p oj.nt s out t he entire field of' the C"lu-:tsti ;m ' s . 
:r. .l at i on to h i s f ellmil11an •. 

Firs t J ohn sh,:,1;1s u s in. man.y bca1.1.tif'u.l pa ssages 

t ha t a s the :i:-esul t of the love of God for s11'lful 

1nar.kind in s ending r.hrj.st Jesus into the world as 

the ~avi01· and Reder.mter; and as t he r sul t of the 

rn.N. oious worl~i ng o:r t he Holy S:piri t i n "'lih e h eai1; of 

man i nstilli,1g f ait h and t::ru.ll"t in -hrir.:-"c aa the 

$,\V~.or :from s in, -"Gher e 1aill be enkindl ed in mal'! by 

•iihe ; ovrer of the same ~piri .. , t·,ork i ng t hroligh _.iih e 

'Jord , a burninG love for one 1 e t'ellowmen. 

It all 50 es ba ck to the gi Ving of' the La v, of 

Go·d .first in 2:1an' s h eart and t hen on the tables of 

stone on ~,'lounii ~ir.i.ai. The second t able dealt 1,-dth 

man's r el ation to his n ei ghbor. ''T .ou s halt love 

thy 11eighbor as thyself, 11214 ie· the way Christ ra

p €a t ed this s econd part of t he Law of God. ~1nce 

214. ·.tatthavr 22,:59 csf. LeViticus 19,18. 
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man i s a einful being, thiG l aw has never been kept 

p e r:.C' · ctly. But 011ris t ke t i·t per-l'ectly for u s . 

Ui ·ch iih e conv er c-ion of a p er s on to faith i n Christ 

by t he power o.f the Holy Ghoat, Ch:ri t b egins to 

c1v,e11 i n the 1-1 .::-.rts of t he i11di,riou l, ma!t i r~ him 

a r:hris tia.11, Go d- :fea rj_ng man. hi th tlle aid or th:i.s 

i n d·wal l i ng •. piri t wo,.. illG throueh t h mean s of 8:!:'eCe, 

t h Chr:i.. t i an, acoor i ns ·to t he nevt man, lovt.? h i s 

11ni shbor and his br ,..·thron-a s h imself • 

.. irs t ,John epeal:e in s averal :>l aces of l ove 

f'or one ruiother. " 1·or t h i s :i. s the me. s-?.g e th:.:: t y e 

!le :r i'rom ·lil'l e b eginning , t bat \ ·1e shoul d love o.ne 

ano"liher. 11215 "And t h i ... i s !{j_s co.:nrnei.ndmen·t , that ,:e 

!':lllould b ~l i ev e 0 11 t h e 11Dm e of Hi s Son Jesus h r i s-"li, 

and l ove on :i. a no•iih er , a."'· !Te ' 'av e u s oomr..andmer.1t . 11216 

Then i n t h e :f'ou.:-.:th 0·1apt er John · a s a lone an pa1~

ticu l e.rly beautiful passa5 e on love for one ' s neinh

b or when h e says , "Belov , l et us love one anot h er: 

for love i ., of God ; end everyone t h..,•1; lovet h i s b orn 

o:f' Go "' , e.'1d i·no\.vet h Goel . He t hat lovr.:t h not k.."lm· eth 

not ~od ; for God i s love . In this was man.if est the 

love of God toward u a , b eo:n1s e t h a t God s ent h is only 

b ego·tten ~on into the ·mrl d , ·1;h ::~t we r1ight live 

215. I John 3111. 

216. I John 3,23. 
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throue h Ri m. Herei n 1 ~ love , no"'G t hat we lov, rl_ God, 

1>u t t ha t He loveci u ~, an ee11t I:ti s Ron to b n ·the 

pro_ i·ti a t:i.on f'or 01.t::." • in~. BeJ.ov ~'- , i f Cod 1'.iO lovoa. 

u a , m1 ouaht a l s o to love one ano•iiher . Iio man hat h 

s en Goe. at any -'c;ime. If' we love one anoth .r , 1-od 

cl•1;elle•iih in u s , aml Hi .... love :i per:i? "lct ed in -us. 

ll .1"eby kno 7 ,·,e t ,l :t wo dwell i n RiJll and • e i n us , 

,,,,.o i11. c, , .,. h "·"'11·h a-.; ... .,..,, u n o·.1."' . •.i !:: ' •. • . ..-. _ _ •jr•:t. •• ~-- . .. - .... t:1. . oJ- y ...... • • - ,,, .,_ 

b o th Ravio1· of t i1 ~ ·wor l • ·;:ih os oev ,~r shall tJ'ln-

h:i·,1 ,. d lle ill God. And 1•1e hav e 1'.l1ov;n anci b rtliev d 

t he love ·thn:'.; GoC. h ath "'.;o u s . ~o i s lov e ; ru~ he 

t h,::rt d-:1elle·ln i p l ove dwclle·th 1 ?. G-oc. , and G-ocl in 

llim. n217 I .il ·the s ec ond mid ·tlli :. d e1>:!. r- -'11i es- John 

es .oh ·th P. , l ·={dy, not as ·tho'U§h I t·.JZ"ote a n e\'l 

oommD.nc1mcnt tuito thee, u•J; .. "he t w-m.:i.c:h •·,e he.d from "'.;he 

b :g i nni .?16, t hat we lov<1 on e another. ::218 '':Bel ovc-l , 

•iihou do est fai•i-:ll:f.'u.lly wi atsooVP.j:' thou doest ·to -".;he 

b r.e"chren tma to stremg r s . 11 2_19 

John i · h ere s1>ca'ir.i:n,.::; of th. tr2i "ii ~·,hich .. t s 

::!!) - Ti; all Ohri s iii al'l. p ilopl r:: ev ery ,vher _ from "'.;h o 
~ 

217. I John 4,7-16. 

218. II JQhn 5. 

219. III John 5. 

• 
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peopl e i n the woz·ld about th !171. Love is the es£en- . 

tia l t h :.i.n 5 j_n th.o r eliGion of tlle ChriE~ian. This 

love in the h flart of the Christian, w.i:'1ich hes bean 

k1ndl ed th • ~e cty the r e11 el':ina and r P.noveting w~rk 

of the Holy Spirit, set s him aparb from the sur

roundi ngs in v,hi c h h e lives. It makes him a diff'ar

ent p~r on P.ntirely. As Barner.i says, 11In none of' 

t he~P. ca s ea h a d love for each other b een t he dis

tingui::nir.g ::ind p ecu lia r b Eioge by \ih ich t hey tr1ere 

known . (He h ad spolc .n of th dj.stingu.i. hin ~ mark s 

01· .Jgws , -ohilosophe:rs, and mili'ta r,y men, ete.) 

But i n t he case of the Chrietie.ns, they wer e not to 

be known by distinction. of weal.th, or le rninc , or 

f ame ; t hey wer e not to a spire to earthly distinc

tion; but they were to be distinBUiehed by t end~r 

an<i co s t ant at1;aohment to each other. !l.'hie ., a. to 

Sltrmou~ t all di.tinotion of' country, of' color, of 

r anlr , of of±'ioe , of sect. He:r.e they we:t"e to f P-~1 

th.at ·t h~Y- t~ ore on a level, th~t they had common 

want er , \" er e r ed eemed by the same s a crPd blooa , e.nd 

going to the s ame heaven. Th ey were to befriend 

each other i n trial~, b e?! oare:f\tl of each othor• s 

. feel:1.ngs and r eputation, e.nd d eny themf.' lves to 

promote each others r,: ol:f'are . "220 Tho fact that a 

-~---------220. Barnes, .Albert, op. Oit., Vol. 2, p. 337. 
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p or s on loves his n eighbor as himself was the dis

tir1guislli n tJ ma r k i n thoso days and is still today. 

A -hri !O!tie.n i s kn own to be suoh l>eoause h e loves 

his 11ei ghbor. Hi s life of love i s a l e!!;ible " epi1=tle 

o~ C'hri ""t -- t':rl tten 11ot vi ·I:!' inlt, bnt \"Ii t h the 

Spirit of t he living God; not in t ables of s tone, 

but i n f l eshy t bles of t he h ;:1.rt. n2~l 

In ·the :first o:l our p SC?'a""es Jor.t1'). a dvis e ::; his 

r e• d ers t .,at t h i i:i i s nothi11g nev! but i s a !"iese--g .. 

Go p el or C'h:r.i E1t rune .to t hei r nidst. .Ago.in i l' t he 

s econd pas~age thn i deu of tht s e.cl.mo"!ition to love 

bei 11s not o. nev,• t hing which . Joh n was u rging upon 

t h fdn , b1.1.t t he commandment of God Hi ms elf, i s broug..l?.t 

out.. Thi i s t h e : \I -t-ok~ o-l God. 11·any t:tmes 

i n '"'cripture t h:i.F i !C: r ef ~rred to. Bar.nes s ey,:: , ":i;n 

all t hese pl a c es t he commr.md o:t· • eeue is r epeatgd 

or r ef er r ed to, ano. it s.ti o 'Ir:: tha t t ile first di eci ! l es 

oonsic r eel t hie ind ed ·ae ·t 1e !H?01.1liar law of C1h:M.st. 11222 

It i e . c ommandment of Goli rm .. of f'-b." .. 1. s t t hat \"le 

sho1.1l d love our n ei gh1>or a s ou.:~.-s ,..lves. 

clmpt er, J ohn ente·•·s up or e. r~f:"t:,?.ilecl p ici;ure o'f! lov , 

love of God to mc.n , love of man to God, and l ov ~ of 

man ~or h i s f el l o• nnan. 

-----------221. II Corinthians,,,. 

222. Barnes , Albert, Op. Cl!•, Vol. 2, P• 357-338. 



-93-

He seGms to b e pointine; out specifically 1n 

t hese pa s Eeges love for those who believe in Christ 

1:11 th us . If' it is love :f:'or 0 ono another" 111 t is 

retur1'leo as soon as it is bestov,ed. rr22' This is 

bro1.1.ght out still more clearly when we s ee t hat 

John spea.lcs of' -~his love oo:.tiibi tins the fello,,-,Rbip 

we have with God. Ile says we have b een 11born from 

God. " Our love :lor one ano·th er shows t hat we have 

b eei:i macle a memb er of God's f amily t hrou gi.1 our 

adoption a s children of God. 224 But indirectly 

all men are included in t h is. as Lenski points out, 

"Tho:r.~e i s no n eed to worry about our 3=ovi11.g a lso 

ot.1.r n ei ghbor, who i s not a Ch..'l"istiar1. God loves 

Eru.l men , and yet .He loves His children by b<:?stovd.r1g 

all mGl'lller of loVing 3.ifts on t hem. He loves ·li .em 

"n a way in which He cannot lovP. the wicked. T is 

1s also ·i:ru,e with r ea : rel ·to u s . 11225 

The high s _. ot o! this enti~e pa s i::age c omes 111 

varso el ev en \"k.1e1'J John sums up the entir ~ r at·ter 

with , "Beloved, if Goel so loved us, we oustrt also 

to love one another." Notice t hat he himself' off ers 

t hem ilis own example . Ha introduces his words h ere ____ .., _____ _ 

223. LenEdd., R. r . H., Op. Cit., P• 505. 

224. of. I John 3,1 fZ. 

225. Lenski, R. C.H., Op. Cit., P• 505. 



-94-

and in v erse aeven :'11th tile familiar, "Belov n • 

Then, · a Le11ski points out, the conditiona l s entonces 

"is ono o:l rea1it,-. To think of' z,ut .. Gi na an uncer

t a i nty into it, ~o speak of difficulty in rcnaori~-G 

1 t i nto :nBlish, to let 1ihis I if' 1 meant 'if' 1 t be 

tru.c 1 ( F..nB1 is!l subjm1c•tive,) i s to misµnd.erstand the 

Gr eek ondi t:ton a:f rea1i t y . 1 It' thus Goel did 1ove 
t 

us ' me·"11s: God did thus love us, and [ submit this 

i'aot to you who will no·i;, ; 111-:e the nti~Ilr.i.st, for 

on r~ raomon"t deny t hat t .. u s h e loved u s . Th e cm1,: ~sis 
c.l 

is on o u 1= w .s. , 1 thus,' sci'ldillg His,. Son, t he Onl3r 

Bce;otten, t h,_;•t · we rn v live ·thro1.1gh Him~, i n orc1er 
t 

t h ·:t Hi s Son ,mig~~·t $j1ed Hi blooc!. in expiat ion Toor 
~-

om~ s i no, ~o t hnt, cleansed from them, , we live 

:!.11decd. 11226 

Th er ef'or.e the s ccon.d part of' Johnf• s stater:1e11t 

i s like· a co~cl u 0 ion to t his oondi•tio~ of' reuity, 

"~•;e ought a l s o to love o.no another." iit wou1cl. be 

\:'oll h re to point out t hat t h i s love i s no·t merely 

prompted from a s pirit of' return :f'or s a uething given 

us , or a spirit of' fair :ril ay :?.nd sportsmans':lip on 

our part. Since God• s o loved u c , v,e on our part 

now out of :f'airnes ;- ought to i-eturn this love end 

-----------226. Lenski, . • c. H., · Op. Cit., P• 513-514. 
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also love our n eiegll'bor ao He v;,o ucl -have us do. No, 

thi .. passage, ae others o+ So1.1i.pture clearl y i no.ioate . . . . .. 

t ha ·i; what i s me · t i s the faot t h~t t he love of Goel. 

i e t ile motivatin3 power wh ich has boen pla c ed at 

our disnosal. t hroug.~ ~he wo1"k of r enovation ~.nd r e

n e "ii ng a c c oni .. lis h e,1 by tha Spirit of Goel t hrough 

Hi s Word. Thi ~ i E t h ~otivatin5 ~rinci,l of l ove 

t o our neighbor , ·t;h e Gosp·e1 of' ('hrist, the gooci. news 

o:f: Hi s tonemen·t for l.\S v,hi ch ma es us n e ·, cr N:t uras, 

born aga i n in Chris:-t; Jesus, dedica ted a.net~• to t he 

t a s1 of f\1.l:f.'illi!1g "'.;h e deid.res of God . This i s l ov e 

for one• s f e11ovm:i , p:r.ompted by t he love of God 

VJhioh ha s t alcen p os eesaion of our hearts. 

I n t he other t wo passases mentioned b P.fore from 

Secon d and '1'hird Joh.'l we have 1·ei'erence ag::.in to the 

t hought of' tho love v.ih iob Jo,hn 1s urB1ng b eing a 

c ommandment of God and 3l so t he n et•: t h t1e;ht of' love 

manife~t upon strangers as well as on brethren. 

John compliments Gail.1:s and t elJ. c- him th t t l:os e a ood 

t hi nr;s ... ,l'l.io.h Gaius does to the b:i:etl'lr en as well as 

to str2.ngers ha v e b e ·•n broueh.t to h :ts attention anti. 

h e s a ys that he i s do.11113 these t h i na s " fG-.1 t hf 1,\lly . " 

Acts of love \~1ioh Gaiu~ ~as perf'ormine ~ere to be 

commended hil3hl y :;md hi£ ez2mp1 c· to be f'ollow*d. by 

all JJ!en. 



A second group of passages which we l'dll .con~ider 

u e a slightly clif'forent t exminolos y but 1naan abo· ... t 

t h o s ame ·thing . "Again, a n ev,1 oornr.iandmen"c; I ;;,;rit e 

u nto you , whi ch thing i s t 1.·u.e i n IIi m and :!.n you: 

becau s s the der1'J1,asi :::.: is p.:u.•t and t he tru.e J.1 "1t 

1'10 7 shi n et h . He t h /"\t saith he 1 ° in t he J.ic il"a , · d 

lm t et h hie br oth er , i s in darkness even until no~. 

He t hat lovct h h i s: bro·ther abidet h i n . t h e l i g...1-lt and 

th ere i !I:" none ooce.~ion o:l s tumbling in :him. Bu·t he . 

tha··· h at eth hi s brother i s 1n dar kn ess, and '.lvaJJceth 

in dorkne .. .. , end .c:nowet h 11nt Hhither h e 6oet h , because 

th .t da:t• c.neos· hath blinded his ey es. 11227 11\'/e knov--r 

t h,-.t w ~ hav e passed from dea·th unto ·life , because 

vrn love ·the bret_1ren. Ire that lovet ll not his brot 1 er 

abicleth ,i n d eath. 11 2~8 "If a m--~ say , I lovo God , and 

hate·th h i f2 bro•iin. -r , he 1 ~ -:i lia r: for h e t ha t l ov et h 

not lli s br other -;::•om he hat h s een , h o ·, ca.t1 he l ov e 

God v1hom h G hat h :iot seen? And t h i s comr.,andmi?.rat h ave 

we :from Him, t h ~•t he 11ho lovet h God love hi"' r other 

also . rr229 "By -'i;hi e ·;e know t h ~t 1ve l ov e t he chilc1ren 

of God, ·1he.11 ~··e love God and keep His coii 11andme..1'lt s . 11230 

------------227. I John 2,a-11. 

228. I John 3,14. 

229. I John 4,20-21 

230. I John 5,2. 
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"The elder unto t ho el ect l ady and h e,r ohildrc.ti , whom 

I love in the tra.th; and no-'ti I only, but also all. 

·i;hey t h :'!.t hav e norm the tru.th. n23l 

ere J ohn u itos t he tem ~ bE. A~ 6.s. . It s e ems 

to _ oj_nt p ,artioulttrly to the p eopl e of "'w;he sa."lle faith. 

J .. s ar!les s-.y. , "The word broi;ller seems h e:r • t o r ef er 

to t h os e V!ho prof'ese .d t he s.ame r elit;;ion. :i~he ,,o:rd 

1 ~ :1.ndo .a s orrietimes nseo i.11 a l arger B"'nse , but t he 

::i:· f ~r · .oe here app ear~ tt) b e -"i;o th?.t t•1hi c l;t i~ propP.rly 

bro·tJ; orly lov amollG Ch:r.:i s t:!..ans . rr232 ThayP-r l F ~ven 

iuor a explioi-".; in s., i,:-:~ , "( ~fc. ~ ~ci.s. ) a f'ollo'.·1-

b \.li .v i" , ru1i t ed t o ,d.11o·i.h r by the bcnc1 of' :f.'Zcct:i.on; 

s o mos·t f :t' OC""" ei:riily of r":m:-i r.tie.11s , oonsti t-utinr· ::.e :!. t 

s:!nal e f'at .ily: ••••••• ye·t i r.. the phrs.seology 

o=l John :!. t he.a r eference to t he ne i:-: life l.'l."lto i·1hich 

m;n ar e beBotten. ~ a i n by the efficiency of e o .il'l.on 

:la t her, ev en 

tioularly of J.ov . t o t ho•·e ,t1h o ~~e childrf'.!" o~ t h e 

Fat h er i n heav en ju~t as we e.l r.:o :n"'a ~ m1s of Goo.. 

In t h e :fi::-:."st p£1~C!~se John poi .ts out t h i::,'t hatl."'ed 

and J..ov i ~ t he 

s dt:s -'Go show t h t th p r on r1l .o tll:7.nl~ B e i s e. 

-----------?.31. I I John l. 

232. Barnes , ,Ubort, Op. Oit., Vol. 10, P• 294. 

233. Thayer, Op. Cit., P• 11. 



. 
tr1.1e Christian ancl welks i11 t he light anc.1 y,1t hates 

h i s bro-th ·, is i n rQality i n dnrlr.nesi= ancl t he rror 

of' h i s bJ.L1dn ~ . sho'l11s th·-t t he t:ru.e C':ll .. i s tinr. spi r it 

is not :i.n h.tm. One who lover.: his b:t'ethr.m ':t· s r e-

c :,ivef t he "'pirit of' trv.e r 1:t.Gj_on v: ":.j.ch i . 1 i c1\·t • . 

0.1'.?.e lli h hat es l i. br Gti..ren :il~ bl1;.no . • by tho c.1 .~r°'.L".r.oas 

of ex·.~or ru1d f'a l , e conc e t:i.one r esardi1 Ohz-i r.-t i ~...t'1ty 

:.ill1d i made to ::--t;l!'abl e and f'al.l over siiur.blir;.!'_;- b l oles 

ju -'G as a m n gl.":'l!">es in darlcness no·;; beL..,g oer.ti,in 

u s: •· f'i n . tatament reg 'lT.ding t hi s ·1vi1 n h _ s ->.ys s • 

"The 3rloient syst P.:ns of error,, 1.mder \7hi ch mm t".a."'~ ed · 

oach t>th ,.r , hav ~ pnsrecl awey, 'c?llci y ")lJ. e.re bx ugllt 

w:,'!io th-~ li[;ht o the tl'"UI!> r ·J.1~::l.o1.! . Once you ·1ere 

in aa.r. n cs e li •·\e:i o"'uhe~"s ; not t l!e light ot: th .. r ure 

of t en r,:--prosM·l; od. a:,, li5h·t ; and Ch:r.i~t spo . e c:? ?-im

s el , · nrl rms ~poken of, C'' the lis}1·t ,of tli •· -~, ::..•J • •• 11234 
• 

Or a B ... rnes s 1.~~·t.ee i'"ari;her , "The com.n.?a..~d to _o"lifl: one 

Chri s t ev er enjoi1'led; He 1.t1f..:de i 1; tl,.e p -1cnlit.r b:;-.ese 

of di scir,1cship, or the -'G by which Hi:! follow r s "-Jere 

·to b e ev e.2'}V1here known, and :it i s , ther9f'oro, 1rnpoQs-

ibl o to ha.VP. ari..y true l."elic;1on w1 thout love to tho~e· 

---.. -------
2'34. Barnes, A1bert, Op • • Cit., Vol. 10, P• 294. 
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who are sincerely and trµly Hia follo,1ers. i,2:S5 ',7-:::ioner . . 
says , "For wher r-, hatred 1 there can b e no fellowsh ip, 

anc whe1.:-c t he .. n .:ts no ligh:t there is da,.:-knesr.-. 11236 

In tha second p assage John spe2.ks . o"i lo"',e o:r the 

brethrP.n a s p1·0 ·:?: of t he fact t hat v,e h ave p2sEed 

from d a t h :t.11.to li:t"e . By "death" and ''life" Johl.1. 

ee.ne: , of "our e , sr,:trt 1.."ll.a l d s.th and 0 :;>iri t\1.a l l:J.f'e. 

Lensl i :i. oint s 1ihis out py seyi.!'16, riGod.1 s gre.o~, His 
I 

, p i :r::l. t, ru. ~ t' oi"Cl. l ed 1.1s out o:f' t he ope int o t l1e o-'.;h.er; 

o ai ng ~piritue.J.ly t.:1.ead, ·:e -:t :r,:i manP. s :pi -;•itu lly 

liv • 11237 :f.'he eviu c.m.oe of: t he :fact "th .t -v:o ~,: 

mr~ri r-e -'-.hen , . ., • ho.v e b een brought from epiri-'lilJ.,_.1 

nov.r 

de."1·th °tt) e-,:i.ri 1.."ll.a l life . 1 nta t ,Tohn mea..'1.c: by s:piri t"ll.al 

de :th we ca n s ee +-ror-1 vh!a.t h f1 v.iri tes to the church at 

the.t t :· ou haet a n -: me "that thou livest, and e.r.t 

c ee.d. 11238 Vhe.t John m • ans b:! ez,i,:i t,i~l life t--:e s aa 

fro._ h:t~ r e oz .. ting of' Christ' ~ stat•~" ent, "Ha th?.t 

h ear ct ll ~ TY '!o;,:d, and b elievet· . on Him t hat s e?!t !:e , 

-----------235. Ibid, p. 294. 

230. Weidner, R. F., Lutheran Oommentar:v, Vol. 11, p. 288. 

237. Lensl~i, R. C. H., · 01>. Cit., P . 477. 

238. Revelation 3,1. 

• 
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hath ev erlasting lii' "• and sllall not come unto oon

dem..'lati r,n but is p aced from dea1ih unt o lif'e. 11239 

Or ae Paul so-.1 .. s , 11Theref'ore if any man b e in hrist, 

h e i s a nel'l orer\ture: old thin~s are 1,aosacl. aw,, y; 

b ehol ·, all thint s are b eoome new. 11240 Thus John 

h a-i•r. speaks of s :pi:ri tuel lif'c and love as running 

hancl i n llend. If one has b eeh renewed and :i:e-born 

under tlle i nfluenc e of God 's grace, Christian love 

w:i.11 a l eo be present. 

In t he third passsge John becomes v ery force

ful and d.1'1'lamio. Re minces no words i n tellin6 his 

r ecdoi~s tha t the per s on nho thin.le he ca n love God 

.nd h te his brother at the same •t i me , i s a liarl 

Hi s ar13Untentation i s ,:,1mpl o and dir ect. Hov.~ c a 7!. a 

person say h ~ l ovo3 God \~1om h e has never seen and 

y et h iri'ie his brother 1·1hom he h as seen. Ali'ord s nys , 

"Pu.t i n a brief :i:'o::r.m, tha argument ••••• i s t his: His 

love ha s begotte=tn us anew i n lovos 111 this •us' are 

included our brethren, obj ects of our daily s1g.11ts 

if ·tn er ef'ore ,·1c do not love t h em, we 60 not love 

Him. rr24l Al.ford liJcerr.l.se o1nt s to the col".neotion 

botv10en t h is verse ar.d t he f'ou_-ro1;h v erse quoted above 

,vhen he shows • th.:?.t i11 "'~he 1 ., tter the argwn.enta•~ion 

-----------239. John 5,24. 

240. II Corinthians 5,17.' 

241. Alford, Her-..ry, Op. Vit., Vol. 4, P• 496. 



-101-

is just reversed a.'l'ld the love of the brethren is usad 

as eVidenoe of the love of God. ~he love of God end 

the love o:f' the br·ethr01'l go hand. in hand. Alford • 

~~YF:, "And inde ed so inseparabl e arc the t t"io, that 

a s l>efor r, , cha1,te:r four, verse t~enty, our love to 

otl2' brothron wa. made a sign and n ecessa ry condi ti·nn 

o·P ou1:- l ov e to Goel , so conv ersel y , our love to Ood , 

acce._-rta i n ed by our .ceepi ng His co~ andme.."l.ts, i s 

1·tsclf t h easur e o:f our love to the ohild:r.r:-.J1 of 

Goel . E1. ther of -".:;he t tlllO being found to be presm1t, 

t he pr esenc e of :the otl1er follows. "242 Kretzmann 

a l s o etuns up these two matters 1,vell vrhen h e points 

out, "It is a comparatively easy matter to love 

1>eopl ,c t'.1hom \'le see. If v,e therefore clo no.,, love 

or a r e i ndiffer ent to1,,ard someone whom we ougllt to 

lov~, , ~ ely all our brethr011, t hen al:+ our pious 

protestations regard1n5 our love toward God are 

vain , and vie are decetving ou rselves. !rhe main 

reason why love to\·:-ard God cam1ot exist ,·,1 thO".,_t love 

-to·ri.ri rc1 the bret hren is given in .. iihe words: Al' d this 

com and hav e i·.:e from Him, tha t he who loves God 

s hou1d love als o !!is brother. This is a clear com

mand of our Lord Jesus Christ, -a1,thev1 2:i: ,37-40. 

-------------
242. Ibid, P• 497. 
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Th e one ca , andment cannot be -~1 "th.out t he oth r, 

for the law o~ God is a unit, His \7i.ll 1 ~ only one. 

To tro.n~{;r es ~ t h e precept ~·,:gsrdinB brotho1·ly 10V.f.:> 

i s to ·t r an~gres !~ t he oom1'?and1ne.'lt :'c;o love r,.oc) . u243 

!!.'bu. t he second part of John I e m:-gum&.'lt 1 · a lf!o 

c l ear and s i mple. Firs·t h e argues from tho sma.11 ,,r, 

(love of' t h 5l' bre·t.hr on r!hom ¥e see) to the g:t·eat er, 

( l ov e or God m om :e have 11ot seen) and secondly, 

he r guos i'ro ,. ·t;ho v e1-y oorr ..... endroent of God t hrough 

Chri n•ti . As F.r et zma.nn stat ies in the· seine dj.s ouss i o11, 

"Ottr obl ig t i r,n i s clear. " 

Tl l a~t passage en-tioned ~rom ~eoond J ohn 

i s b_onch:t f'orth merely to sho~-; John's own v ory 

cl.P.ot l ady" and _ .c,: children and h e says of t hem 

t hat h o loves th, .r.i 1n the tru.th and no't only h e but 

als o a ll o:~ those that he:ve Jrnovm. the tru.th. All 

tl:i:i.s elect l adies • fellow C!hri~t ians are included 

h ere . All . love her as Jphn himse.Lf loves her in 

t:r:ue b:ro"'GhP.rly Ch.ris-.tian, love.. Thie exemplary trei t 

on t he part of the apostle mu. t have been a grea t 

influenc e upon those ~·.d th i'Jh om. h e came into cont act. 

Not only does h e p ,:each love, but he praotioes r1h .~t 

he preaches. 

-----------243. Kretzmann, P. E., QP.• Cit., Vol. 2, P• 575. 



The second manifest ation of the Christian life 
• a • • 

in the r el rition of a Christian to his fello~r1 a11 ie 

as a r es1.1.l t of th:L.. love for all rnen. This John 

r e.fern to i: 1 ,m. ho says, "Hereby pruceive .·1P. thr; love 

o:f. God, because He l e i n.. do•:•n Ris 11:f'e for us: and 

·we ought ·to l ay d ow11 ou-r 11 v es for the brethren, 

Bu.·t; -.•hoso h. th t hie ·;orld·• s e;ood, e.nd s oeth h:1.s 

brot~er hav e n eed, cmd ooutteth up hi~ bowol s of 

com!)asr:ion ~rom hirnt ho1:1 a. :r:-.llet h the love of G-t.Jd 

i n him? -;ry littl e , :iildr e.r· , l et 1.1s not 10,,~ i n 

~ .. ord , n ei t hnr i n tonu""-le: but in deed and i n tr1th. 11244 

John sho,·, hero thf'.t love involves sacrifice. It 

i sn' ·t rnc::r:- p :'dlosoplic!:!l speouJ.==.tion. I t :!. _ t t 

mere h i •h- oundi nB t aJJ and b caut1.ft1.l senti 1ent, 

'thou,_h eentimcn·i; h ~s it3 definite pl a ce, It i i:- more 

t han the·t . It get s do~·m to ca ses. It i s life itself• 

J:·t i s _ ractical self'l ee ne.- ~, s acrifice , and service. 

John p oin•ts out h ei.,e p articula1·ly the iclei::. t hat 

s i nce C'hri E't has 1oved t\R so much that He \•;ar:! ~ri.111ng 

to l L.:y do11m Hi s lif'c :for us, ne ousht a1~o to ·love 

our broth .,. suf'.fioiur.tly t 0 t we too wonl.d b o ,·1.llins 

to giv e up. 01:ir l :U"c .... or l im, It i>ri 1gs to mi nd 

C-hr! -=-t• s o;::n s t :::te.'I!C! t• "Gre t _ love h!!:\th n o mt.m 

244. I John 3,l~-18. 
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than th:t:-, t h9.t a rti..'Ul 13,Y dorm hi life foi· ;,~s 

f':t•icnd • 11245 Lov e for our noiehbor, c1esirr1 for 

h:.i."' r:of ety and welfare , ~.f'feo•tion foi· h:J.rn. i 1 ::!ll 

f o:r.ns a11c'\ in a ll. 1>0 s:sibl e si"'cuatio.ns shoulc1. be s o 

gre.:t th:."'.,; we 11-0ttl.d b e ,·Jillil' g to l ay do·:.,n our 1 :i:':e , 

i f n eed 1,c~, for ou r J.ov e i s t h r tli'l~ctio11 of t ha 

e;re· t divine love of hr i .. :t w ... i h sl'l.owetl its 1.:lf' 

i n i P cndur-l 11g t h e c:r.os ~ i or our ::::alvo:'Gion. 

But J ohn !'.l :i t .s a11othe:r oxamr,l e i n t l1e v e:r. o be

?.or . u s . If' a p er s on has ru, abuncl 1:nco of t h i • !,o .. lc.l' s 

Go od £\l'!d s es e. brothe:;:- w,10 1 ~ i n n e ed ar~d r ~f uses 

l ove of' God i 11 h i m? n on e c an a l mo;::t s ee the a e;ed 

' : p os "'i;2 e- of Love " .vr:i:t i nG "'chis- phr a s e , hi t-i h e~d 

: ... ~uine ba c c anc :<"or t h il'l eor:;:-ow over t l'l e i m_ onr-;i

bil:i.t y o-S: eu.ch a thing . Yes, ·rot onl:r of on.r abtmdaa.,ce 

o·i" this ·, orlc1' s goods aa. e we "'Go 1l inister to t h e n eeds 

, .i~o r e t_tu.·~e a ic'!., bu't r: 1 o r;o e.1" <1 to saorii'icc , .ii' 

n ed b e . r-'3 e ~·e to e ive u: com:tor·tv .:mcl !)l <i~£t} ,.e~ i:f' 

, e s e .:: t ha t t hexeoy we coul6. a i d on .. of the b:r.·c·t :r -~ i 

Lo·,,-e d em 1ds 1;·1c-t. 'Iea, love nants ·i,o do t. ~t 1rery 

t i ns. ~crlptu:t·e a.bounds with exam311 e s of sv.ch 

-----------245. John 15,13. 
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worthy self-sa orif'ioe and self'leseness. Thare are 

t he t 111elve who forsook everything and followed Oh.~st. 246 

Ther e i s Pa1.1J. 1.;ho gav e up p o f: Fibl ·weal·lih and position 

f or t i'!e Gosp el of Ch:ri. t and t he sou1s of' his bret·.r en.247 
. 

There i s Ru.th who l eft heJ.·e h omc-.l w d. and fri end. t o ca re 

f or · aom1, 11f1r mot .• er-1n-lm7. 248 Ther e i l"oe-es \.?ho 

l ef-t ·the p omp &rid c omfort end plee.sure of :Phe-,l:' oh ' s 

court f or t he \'Vi l dm..--ne e because of' t l:1e suff'c:t·i gs of' 

h i s br et hr 11 . 249 .And s o numerous other exampl es could 

b e given. Dut J ohn , i n h i s typ.:f:ca l love and af:':'oc-

t ion _ d gentler. s .. , c ~ill and unru f'l eci , yet . firm d 

exact, adds the admonition, "~~ little, ohildr~m, l et 

u s not l ov e in FiOr d , n ei•th+:ir in tongue ; but in d eed . 

and i n truth. " Little chi ldr en in the i"a.1 th, ,vhom I 

hav e no1ri shed with my t e !"lch i n e- o'f God's t7or d to you, 

J ohn i ~ sayi ng, · l et U C!! l iot m"'reJ.y s i.~y ive l ov e our 

bret hr en, but l e·~ u. show our l ov e in d eeds an &ctions 

and l et us lovo ~rul y , sacxif icin• for the br t .x en , 

b e i n5 selfless and full o:f servlce a t all ti es. Thus 

John shows u s t h~t l ov e involves sacrifice . Al exander, 

i n 'PxpoE'itor•s Bible , quotes :from Paulus Flagiu s an 

olcl P.abbil'1.1oa l s eyi11g with 1vhieh I w9uld olo .. t r..1s ____ .. _____ _ 
246. r arlc 10,2a. 

247. of. The account of' Pau11 s early life in Acts. 

248. Ruth 2,11. 

249. Exodus 321 32. of. :Hebrei··s 11,25. 



-106• 

s eot:!.011, "Ue th .t . e i t h , mi e i::: thine, P..nd thine 1s 

mine , i s E'.n i diot ; he th 1i sa:Lth, mine is mine , an d 

·th ine is thi n e , i s moder .t e ; h e ·i;hat S8i t h , min i s 

•iihi n e , w d t h in i s thine , i s chart t able ; but h a -~h at 

s rd 1;h , thin~ i-= mi ne, an, min.r.- i s mine , 1 i•r.tclred; 

ev en t h our,;h"t it b e only s yi ng t in hie h~~rt, to 

wi s h i ·t ·,ere so, 11250 

Th e t hi r d p oint whi ci1 'le ·.•:i eh to bring out in 

t h .. t1i ~11u · sion of' "th e l1.hriQti an• s r l ation to hie 
•· I ' ,~;,:, I . , ~ 

f ol J.o~·. en 1 !-: th Ch.tiatian as an exa,, p l e . J ohn sp,~aks 

oi' t h i s \VllFJn h e s :ya , " ~~rv-1 11ot, my' b~et· r en, if 

t h '1 ,·mrl d h a ·te you .• n251 ":Belovacl , t hou does t f ro. t h 

full ·:,hatsoev er t hn.u rl oes t 'to t he brethren and t o 

str ango:r. .. ; v,h:!.ch. h t\ V e borne. w1 tne$s of thy cpari t y 

b CJf .re t h e church .••• • ·11252 "J>emo·ti.•:iu s hath e oocl 

_ npox-t of a ll m~n , and of the t:ri1th i•t.e elf."253 lier e 

Johll poin t s out by two exRmplee and one e neral. 

s -'.;a t emen·t o:!: a n egative point t h e t the r hxi Etian is_ 

c on -'Gantly t o b e a n exampl e to t h .. p eople of the 

world about h i.Ill of t he pr inci :,l e ,:: which Ohri etian-

i ty mai nta ins . 

I n t he f irs t peseaa e John . p eak~ of t he n e5at i ve 

s i d A, the· h atred of' the ~,•orld . !!.'h e 'i'IOrld an.d all it 

------------250. Al exander, ",'i.lliam, ExJJ°oe1tor1 s Bible , Vol • . 48, 

p. 201-202. 

251. I John 3,13. 

252. .III John 5 and 6. 

253, III John 12. 
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s tands f o~ i s op~osed to Ci1ristian!~y and nr.ristitm 

p:r.inci1>~es . . Chri. tian \"1ho p·,·ac i:ices lr.,vc and 

r ... 1~:i:i t y and by hi c• a ot:i.ons shows t hA 10::!.""ld he 1 :-: a 

Ch:rist;:lt.m l'!l :y c:.pect the hatred and scorn end r i ~i

cule of' t h worJ.<1 . As Be.mes !)oints out, "In en

jo:1.n ing thr,, clu.ty of b r otherly lov~ ,,n l:Ii ~ di~ciplcs, 

H•" .. v~s to the· f act t h ~t they must eJ.pect to be 

t t: e ·;vorld h a:t Him b et' r e it J at •d them. 11254 ~rom 

t !l v -r.y n a ture of t h e v or1 cl 1~ the n tu.re o-J: t he 

n el'l<'. no· &'Ur •,ria e t b.~ Ch:eist1an. In fact, t hi ,-.. ~;;red 

i " a ::'i n P. t ,~~t:i.r. onir to t he r.h:ri r::tia 11 lift:• ry£ t h e 

i ndiv:· duol !"hri~tiw1.. !!e is leading an e·, p l ;:u-y 

Chris-'ci .qn 11:i~e , o:n~ th~t th~ ,vorld do ,s not lilce , to 

h e sur.-=- , but n P,v er th -1le~-:l one t i :cit i F: a livin test

i mony to t he t<7ork of nod's Holy Spi r i t in t h~ h aart 

of r.m .. l'J. , t r:1nst'o:cming hind renew:in,,~ the -heart so t hat 

it b ecom:.,s the abode of' Chri st. One mu t be a ·1 e to 

l '>ok .t a O}:l.ri st1 $:\l! and obs e-:-v0 his 11:P. e an<l t.. i ·cby 

s ee Ghrist a1id His merniful goodnes s. 

I n the seoond :9aesege John is c01!lmend:l.n Gai us 

for his works o'f oha:i::t·t;y i'1hio ... h !-~VP. f'lorr.e rl from his 

heart f'i lled vdth f a ith in Christ. lie s ~ Y"" tha t "the 

254. Barnes , Albert, 0-o. Cit-. 1 Vol. 10, P• 320. 
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"'trar.ger~ wb,m G~:J.us had bei":ri~ndecl, t er.-·t i f i '-d and 

bare 1i t11.0E:~ o:l hin c l r r i ty_ b -::fore t h e. chu~ch. Gai11. , 

thro · h h i ~ c;• --m~~l f.\ry Ch j_ e-t :l. :--11 ch -ri ".,;y , ca u r:: 1::d :1.lo,:y 

to come t o C",hrist' . ohu.roh . ~hi"' o::ings .out al r-o the 

feet th t tl1a church ' s b e ... t 1; u licit y c.nd efiverti!.' -

f i ne ex _>1 _ both to t .1e 

t o ctr:;ng er.s. 

In t h e t hird pa . ~e ~ .metnu~ 1~ m ntioned. 

Li t t l o i -nov~n o· hi m, but Jt>hn s t tes ·h."lt all men 

h e• r e gotld r port conc tlrni11 -nem~triue and he -::vi ently 

h d '1 i'i:"l~ r •-: u t a tion 1,ot h on t h e rt of . eo l e ,.,-, .o 

\ ox f act , of tho tru.t h its el f . It was a 

r ep, t 1. tion f ound 0d on xe -lity. Hif' deed~ a.nc. h i ~ 11fe 

e.gree r: th t l e r a ,ort ;-:!'lie -::::.:: ~, rc~d b u t i r . • 255 

Thu s h ~ i :" a no·i;h.er examnlc of ,7ha t it me s for t e 

Chri e tian t o l ee.a. or. a~· ern.r,l ~ y Christian l i:f'~ ·~1hich 

tin.11 ca1.1se o-ch~ :, - ,!>l •~ t o notic r.- hie !>l:" ci,. l:'!s r.d 

poi ... 
I, out ·1ell. F a s ys , "Fi rst , I th.:3nl~ my Go 

t hrn gh J .sus C :-:i~t f or you· all , t hat your .-:"!lit . i s 

sn ok r->.n of t l' :!"OU5hn1 t the whole wor ld."256 "For your 

ob e ;nc o 1~ come abro~d unto aJ.l m n; I sun gl d 

-----------255 f '!3 :J.b ert, Op. 01 t., Vol. 10, P • 377 • 
• 0 ; .r,;,8.l.'"ll8S; -

256. Romans 1,a. 
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therefore on youi· behalZ •••• rr257 Luke, in :reporting 

of' Paul' s joru.'"ll.ey to Lys tra where h e fo'Wld Timothy, 

speaks o.f Ti mo·thy " s one that \·re "well r portecl of 

by t he br thrcm t h t were ~t Lystra and Iconium. n258 

Thu s we see i'urther th,J i rn!>ortanc e of th.e Christian 

life as an ex llllpl e to brethren and to strangers 

ali.:e. 

T- e f'ourth p oi11t \111:t.ch v;e sahll discus.· is 

Chr i s •tian hoe;pita li•ty as it is evident in a h r ist-

1an1 s r el etion to hi ~ f ello~imen. John says i n a 

paer-: §e v,hi ch ·,e u.i s cu.lled above from slightl:v di i '-

f l'lr ,#nt !)oint 01? view, "Bel oved, t l ou doest f'ai 'ty fully 

wh_ t s oev er t hou ti.or st to the brethren and ·i;o st:r..angere; 

v1hich hav e bormr: •1/itneF S of thy ~arity befor e t he 

church: whom if' thou bring f'or.vard on their jotU'TlP,.Y 

a:ft er ! \ godly s ort, thou ~- ru.t do v1ell. rr259 

J ohn 1!:' here wr1·t1ng to Gaius about m,.ssionsries 

and en1i ssari es v.rhom h e will send to the vicinity 111 

'l-l i.1oh Ga ius lived. Gains' r e!)utation for ,1a l J-:ir..g 

i n the tru.th and b e i ng exem~la.-;ry in good Christian 

living a l eo oar.r1 e · over into the sphere of ho~pi

-"Gali•ty to belj.ever:r imd stra11ger~, tho e \Vhom h e 

--~---------
257. Romans 16,19. 

258. Acts 16,2. 

259. III John 5-6. 
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happened to know and t hoae m·th mom h "' wa not vary 

well a c uai11tec , 1 .':' a t all. . &n t hese strangers , 

,or e rc,c ,,ivcd w"l th joy in Ga1us' household . His 

r csow.oes \'! _.1·e plac ed at their. di epo al . Re not 

only k ept t hem wh:1.le th~y we:s:e in h i r home village , 

but . s o , a t Jlc t ext i ndic~t o , s ~i·; to it t h· ii men 

t hey r.esumed t heir j ou~11ey th y were w~ll-c(!,uip!) ..:<i 

oriptur " o:rt<'.n eaks of such h oe -

· i i. ~J.i t · both t o b o_i ov cr and s t .ran ·er , tho. c ·;.d.,cih 

whom ,..,e a ·re. no·t ao tt::iinted . Panl • .rr1 t ee , 11D1::· t r1-. 
b1:lti11 °.: ·to t he n eooasity of' ·saints; giv-:m to h os1>i-

t l i ty. 0260 To ~~irnoth.y, Paul describes it in t his 

1:;ay, " lell r ep orted of f or goof t·10rks; if she have 

b:t· ught up children , i f ehe hav e lodgP.d s t rangers , 

i~ c;he hav e tvt:d~:1.ed t he e,. 1nts1 f eet, 1:f sho have 

l."Ali ov cd t he a :f.fliote<.1, i f' he hav e diligently :fol

l owr·d ev Z"Y good \'1ork. 11261 In Hebrev:s t h <' ins1>ir~d 

writ er say-:: , " e not forget ful •iio n"terte in strangers: 

for t e:reL,~ sorr.e h v e e.ntcrta i ncd angels unawar es. 11262 

Pot er wr i tes, "Use h otnitality one to another ·:it 1out 

s ri1 ging. 11263 Tl e word U El'~ for hof'l)ita li"i;y 1n 

' t lles e i ns .. , anc e i :; cf> I Ao ~ E; v '"' du.oh, Th~ er 

-----------260. Romans 1 2 ,13. 

261. I Timothy 5,lO. 

262. !Iebrews 1;,2. 

263. I Peter 4,9. 
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points out, me;:ms "love to ~tr :nserF, hoRpitality .n264 

B3rllos h .1s thl "to say on the v erses un<llclr dis oussion: 

"In t h e previou.R v orsas t he wr.iter h.0 d oommend _d 

';a i 1 fo:r.· l"ds at·taohment to truth •••••• 11. He now 

spe .k s mor e pa rticularl y of hi~ ~ots of 5 enerous 

hospitality , ruid se.ys t hat h e l1ad fully, in this 

r espect, done hi a dut y as a Ch:;.:istien. 11265 John 

h e.r e '!)oj.n·lis out t ha t t his :uty of' hos1,i•i.ali ty to 

t h •? br !tll:-~ • n and strange:rs also i'alls upon u s ·.;oday. 

He does t his whe_ h e~ adds the ph:r.ases ".ro:"t er a e oa.ly 

sm.:-t" ai1d "th ou halt clo well. " .Baril es e:r.:gl ainas 

.. ., ese t i·10 phases as 11.A:f'ter a i:;odly sortl i."argiJ , 

a in Gr eek , ' worthy of' God. • !l.'h a meaning i , a s 

b _come,:, tho<:'c who serve God; or as becomes those 

r;Lo e ~ rofes sore of Hi d religion . ' Thou shalt 

do well. 1 You tvill do . t j a t vhic _ r eli5 ion req_uires 

i n ·these c i rcum• t ances. 11266 So t he Christi-ai'l v,ho 

,,, --11 s 'lorthy of G-od and s ervet.: lUm and doee what 

-'.;h Ch:r.i s tian principl es he b elieves in requires 

in ·tllos e circumst enc es in wi".ich he find"" hims eJ.i', will 

b e given to hris ti~ hos_ iiia lity. 

But ·th e l a s ,:; :point we rdeh to c i:-11sider is br ought 

out by John in t he ea.me epi i:,tle, the next tr,o v erses, 

-----------264. Thayer, Op. Cit., P• 654. 

265. Barnes, Albert, QP• Cit., Vol. 10, P• 372. 

266. Ibid, p . 373 ■ 
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v1hen he s ay s , "Because t .. ,.e t :ro,:- Hi s name' e s ake they 

~ent foz~h , t aking not hing o~ the Gentile~. t e t h re

f'oro ou gt t to r eceive such, t h .:1. we mi§ht b o :f'Ello,.-,_ 

h 1::l p e Ns of t h a truth. t1267 :!ere John points out 

!)D...Y'°ticu J.a.~ly ·i;he m1sr-:-ion-rui ndetines s wh ;.oh e_ n d bo 

t he ohar e.otor i s t ic o:r t he Chri..:tian in hi r ~ t:!.op. 

t o h i e- f ellowmen. In all situntions r,e e.ro to ·t h ink 

of ourselves aa h eJ.l) "'r ,: of thos P. \·:ho b :ir·i nB t he tr11th 

of GoC: t o o·ther peop l e , ev en if' \"Je oruuiot b e t h e 

J. cac.c.cr s ancl s1>ok e men i·,ho pr each God 's •'lore.I. to t h e 

h ~th ~n un<i unchw:·ch ed. In this ins1;ano fJ Geiuf· ·b e 

cwne a 11 f' el low-lle l ver t o t he t:r11th" t hrough llie 

h o . pi ·tality n d b enevolence w:l. t h e~hJ.y pos""e . , ~.on s 
I 

I 

t omird t h ose who ,,,er e rais(:i ona r.i r~s of t he truth, 

s e.r,t ou t by J olm. 13ai~nc?s c ol!lP!cnt s , ''~h e 1."10 ::"·k in 

which "they a r e engag eo. i s on~ o:l pure 1: en ,.,,vole11on. 

They h uv e n o !:,elfis h e.i mF and end in it. They do 

no·i:; ev en look :for the s upplies o:f their nants a:i oog 

_.Gile 1,aopl e to 11Jhom they go to J inis t er; anci \"I C ou..,ht, 

t!1er ef o:rr;• , ·;,o aid. :th t.mi in ":ih•~:i.r wor s en N i;o con

t r ibute t o t11c i r eup~>ort. 11268 I0:01.zmc>..nn v ery _ oint

edl y say!:! , "They we:?:e preacl1ing t'Ji. 11ou".; r e oei ving 

aily cou1p1:::1 , satio11 f'rom the heathen, probably in order . 

-----------267. !!! John 7•8 

2b8. B2-.-rnes, .AJ.bert, op. Cit., Vol. 10, P• 374. 
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no·t to bring ::·u apioioh 12:r,t'n t neir of'.fioe a s t ?~o11e:h 

".;} ey \'/f-•:t'e mer ely in ·the buE.1inoc•.., of -p:ceaohin1 for 

obliga t ion ·to su1 or t euoh m n, thco··rt r-m may prove 

:f \°:l low- 1·10:dcer vii th thP. truth. That 1s the duty 

o-J! "'.;hr-i t:.ri sti 11 at all times a11d in all places, 

to pr ovicl t:! f'or tho bodily n "?oe s.1tios ot: men that 

:-t."fl c:oj_ne; - oZ"th to prea ch the Gos p el. In t his wey 

·t h e Chri s -"ci !!tn s 1, e:r:fo2.·m t h e:tr s h P.rG with t he "i;:ru.th 

tmo for "'Ghe t ruth o?. t h e (¾Ol:."IH'!l., they aE:s i st in 

cp:::-cad:tne t h e ~J.orious n e\.?S o-:.· s alva tion •i;hr m.t§h 

·i;h :~ :C'-::d. ~111:9tiori o-Z J e ,. u"' Ch.T.1. -:.ii. rr269 Thus the hr i r.-t

i ~•n i~. al,·:,ays to t hi nk of ot .. 1er~ 111 n eed o:r the 

Th ough h e muy no·t 'he able tc, be on 'the f'ront l j.n e s 

of' t he C-o sp<.11-c:4'.'my fo,~ taany and varied re~sonE, he 

1:1·t ill i r:- a b J.e to b e a f'el lov,-he lper of th,'3 truth 

"tillrough. constantly r 1:,main:'i.ng mis:::j.on-mindad. 

!f:h:ts bri.11.ge ·to a olose our stl.1.dy of t he Chris t

i an li:f'e iu its manif'!>:stations of' 1ove to·. rd the 
I 

f ellowman. It als o brings to a oloe;~ the s t-~l.dy of' 

t ha v1h ol e sy s t an of the Ohrl~tian life in tha three 

epi s"tles of Jolm. It h a ... amoun-ted to a stl.1dy of 

-·---... -----
2b9. Kr etzm:um, P. ~3., !"JP• Cit., Vol. 2 9 p. 58"3. 
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t h e Biblica l !i:'h eology of John' e- epistles as regards . 
anthropc lo5y, soteriology, pn eurnatology, eno. the. 

entir e .fi eld of eanc•ti:f'tcation. 

~ey t hie s tudy U11der God's grac e provn to b e 

ar.1 abidi ng b l essj.r.r.e; to all who re:~d it e,s well ·.s 

to j_t author . 

r.ove" :fill our h e~ r-ts \"Ii th love foi· t he brf1thr en 

wh i ch l,-..'il l meks u rror iih y ·to b e c:::.lled childr:m of 

God • 
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