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for -young pooplo 1not1not1vely t.b1nk1 J: can 1.'19Wlt mu paatol\ 

uo ~h!.a 1o alr1t;11t. 

nut, !n Ol'Cler i'Ully to tl91.lat a. man. one mnat bo 1n a 

pretty oloso ond 1nt1r.mto relot1onsh1p "1th !11cl. The 

closest i"r iond or t ho yout11 1a ond shoul be the pastoi-. 

t o deals mth hu.oon ba1:nca. nnd thus 1s evor 1n the contcH• 

or b.ut'lon a.ct1v:1t7. Dut to keep this ovo111n mind 1a 1ndoad 

m. veiry c: ! .ff1cult took. It 1u muah moro o:!l.~ple to 1'91!181n on 

t he prorobriooted pedestal ond to 1oavo the Nat of the 

wor l d and• 1no1dentn1ly. t110 y!)Uth go h'J. llo ono :ls more 

capable t han the pastor of hav1n rma deepening th1o cloaa 

l"Ola.tionsh1p ,"11th the youth. P..is voey pos1t1on {;.~Voa h1m 

t ho OJ ortunitioa w~.!ch ooc1ol. m11kero. police of£1cera. 

and t ho like envy. f'o~ tllo pastor 10. to use tho \701:'da ot 

n 7out b loador.16 n1n on the voey S190U11d. .floor. tii1ero 

t he youth can ranch him without ol1mb1DG to oame higb 

acnt." 1b1s VOJ!'Y' f'oct plooos the ,po.stoi- an eaay tol'a8 

with t he youth• yos. makes lt imperative for thoo to set 
bettor acquainted Vii th t.1eni. Once ·th1.a f'z-londship 1o bo­

sun. it invariably loots for 11te. Yc,ung peoplo are no­

toriouo foza their 11 Jump1nc to oonclusio110 aud trielldobJ.pa", 

and then o.b1dins b7 t t.em. bo thoy good oi- bad.1'1 ~s, of 

courso • C".2st bo mod~ use of by t.tie po.otox- m10 deai1"0s to 

lG. Jobnoon• i.'11111am, Speec.~ del1vered January 1.6• 1046 
11t .Kiel 1.\di tox-1um. Tllo s;zeet1n6 ,mo aponao1"0d by the youth 
of st. L ouis 

17. los. _etor. :£!!!_ Mo1eacent Personal~• P• 103 
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help h1o youth• mo doairoo to. be tho~r ahophcn'd. 

'Yae queat1on ffl'11' al"lao 1n sa:ae mnda: B0\7 oan X meet 

and becaae a real rr1ond o~ m:, 70Ull6 people? In the Hrat 

plnoe. bo natural wl1onover ,7ou are IU'OUDd the 7~ people. 

I:f a.n:,tll:tns OC10PQOB f'POD doa11ngs "1th 1'0UDS people and 

tram Nading the appl1od psychologu of dealing "1th them. 

it 1s this one statement• found repGnted and w.iphaa1zod 

everytl'lo~o. Ul1¥? The. anawr 1e simple: Imaginative na 

young poople B?'e• they yot he.Ve the ab1llt7 to aoc, thzaoue;b 

anytb1:n& that is Just a ."f'I'ont0 
• e. bea.utif'ul. f'acmle coveP-

1· a d1ecolo?ted., beclrQ(;Gl,-od 1ntor1or. , pastor 1a not to 

c..~oe .from on ordinary hui~ Clu-.iation to aomath1.ng . oat . . 

or this oorld just bocnuce lle• !.a dea11r!s m. th 70.mg pe~la. 

any pastors have .been seen to be na~UI'Bl., friendly., m:u:1 

vo1 .. !T eloso mtb the Qdults of' the c0Dgl'Uea.t1on., but ol.oof'.,, 

U.'l'!llatuz-al., :,os., froudulont u!th the -:,outll. ?.Just this be 

th0 t>nee'l It is not, d1f»f'101.'1t to be ~a.tural. It 1s by 

:ra:r the sateat mmmoi-., ror then you oon "lot yOUP11elf so'fl 

(\'lith l"8Stttn1nt becocing th!· tdnlstey), end not l'Ulve to 

W01'J!Y about g1v1fls 7t1t1r true ~olf_ •~• 

secondly• tho pnato!' must moot his YOUDG people. Tbe 

case or one paotoi- ahoul~ bo studied to soe h!)\'1'not to. t17 

to become f'P1endo ,11th the YOllDC :9oople. 'l'hia pastox- de­

cided.,. f'i-an the vera bos1rm1ng tbDt be Tms gc1n~ to \78.lt 

until the youth cm=e to him. The ne..'"tt thing to diocuaa 

ffO~ld nat'UX'a.ll.J' be • . d1d ho have success? The DD8\7er, 

1'Ultu~ally. is ROl ?lever con a pastor e:q,eot the yODth to 
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camo to liia• unleaa the7· '1'19& 1n extrame need. o;:ven then., 

howevc:>1•• 1~ wao .t"cund that n:aD¥ 01' tl'-..e young peoplo prere~ 

tho!.J.'I teo.cl10l's., because thGJ' 0 vera more :rriendl:r ti'.an m:, 

pnotor. 1118 ·.1uot this oondeimat1on be heapod upon a11 or 
the pastor s? 

A t.."'31r--J. step., a.a dova101>od by ~ men interested in 

this uoz-k., 1.c that the ps.otor 1eam to pl&.7 m.th h1a J"OUDG 

people. He should nover be so at11"f as to ato.nd on the 

side-11noa when s a:,.ea are D1o~ed ot the aoc1a1 sather1nga. 

or. \"IOt-::e :,et., to tum bis .race· atmy 1n tt.1aguat. nc the 

G os ·cb1ldio11., noiseu. ·or juat plain· "pcpw••., v:10.t is 

keeping t!1.0 pastor .rrom jO'ln1ng 1n'l Is i o ai'1--:ud or f'all1ng 

snd !JU:t"tine:; .b.ic d1011ty? If ~s is the caao. h9 om zt0st· 

uasur .. d that Ms d1{31'13.ty 1a of tho frne1lo kind• Ylh1cl1 

vould not last too long 8Jl'9VJ~• oi-., 1s tho ps.ator af'ra1d· 

of causing some aol:'t of o~ronce? Zn a SUt'V'ey conducted by 

tho jn1ve1's1ty or Cal.1f'orn1o• 1t \7l\D shO\ffl that tho pastoi­

•,-,l!o took pm-t., wholehoai-todly• in the activj.t1es or h!s 

youtb Ol9ganizat'iona. was 1'817ardod with· tho GI'OBtest ·mmber 

or ~ctivo ceni'bei-s 1n l'lia churol1 • . llovo:r. 1n ouza reoo11ec­

t1on of readings, l?a.s c pastor lost out by beins na.tu..'"81 

and f'l"ier.dly with hJ.s ~oung people. 

Yee., a pastor nr.1st bo 111 tho closest posa1'ble relatian­

shlp tlith h1o J'.O'UJlS poople. Aa si.ated bef"oz-e, :lf' Le m.11 

1e • .!lamer. Uev1n c •• Youth Uork !!. ~ Chm-ch., p.110 



not• the wo~ld '1111. We oarmot help but ~ mth 

v1raockl9 \'li1on he a,tates: 0sa.trm le AlwQa cm. the look•out 

£or thoso ~oung people whooe piaato!I 1a too buay or too 

1 ctui".fed-•sh1xate4' for them. Satan '11111 be at le1oure and 

woar1ng o. cport shirt. wolt1ne with opon orma.0 Ag$:1n• the 

question. "jUst this candemat.1cm be heaped upon us? 

~l1ere· 1s., ho\Tevez-. another po:lnt mich tlle pastor mo ... . 
."1~.ll.d help h1s_ J'OU~h ~ould ~bar: he nmat be a. good 

listane~· to all. FwldemGntal1Ys thia mu.at be a cha:i-actoi­

ist1c ot ove2.~ man vho " ,ould ctea.1~a to help people. Ualaaa 

ho Cc.\D listen o.ttent1ve17. patiently• mid without camment 

r_or the t1me.. his ~ask will ba hopeless. HO\i can a man 

ltnC\7 •.-:llat to do to help• unl.eac he listens to find out 

what 1_E troubling tho 1n<l1v:ldual? ~apeo1allJ 1s _this 

ab11:1. ty to listen a "nr.1st" for, tho pastor. He cannot 

cliaenoae a. d1:ft1cul.ty by problns th!a oi- that r.maole:, bJ' 

tl'71ng this ol" that expel91mon~. He must f1rat 11otenJ 

only t~..Gn can ho 50 :l~to o.ct1on. UQny t~o• the ~th 

coma to o. pastol' who 1s Jmomi ao the1.r f'riend• ~71 th prob-, . 

lems which ma7 seem 1nconsoquant1a:1 to the .pastor. a .. 
over., to tha 7oung person thi:s matt.Qr 1a one_ or 0 11re and 

denth." If tbe;v were not problems er this natui. to thom• 

t hey oould not bother tbcs1r pastor. Thereron. the r1rat 

lesson to romember 1as never lauah at the problems or the 

7011th. no matter how ~ox-tant or ch11d1ah the7 liVQ' 

oppeo.r to 7011. 
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:\tall times 1at the paatoza emphasize the f'act that 

the J'OW:16 !'~rson 1s to toll All h:ls problems to him• rw 1n 

tll~a mannoza onl7 can he he1p him. 'EutNf'oN, ane must 

listen to all thQ" have to DIQ'• At tj.mea the;, will seen 

to sot wa7 ofr t.'18 :Line of thought on aG!ile oubject which 

has botb.Gred them, and nm needs a.1'1'1ng. Of course, thq 

should n,ot bo pemitte!l to tn1sto t!rJe, i,1th a mu1t1tudo or 

\'J'OPd.0. Sat:1 11ke an:, "' ood psychologist, one nmat be pro­

p~ed to l.ioten to eve.17'tll1ns that troubles tho yaang 
., 

pezacon, an4 novoi- must ha g!.ve the 1d9a that ho 1-s be-

com1nP bored ozt that ·10 just does not have any moN time 

to 01,o.i-e :to» npparontl:, tr1v3.al matters. 

'!'bis . oaoe cdv!ce ls given to pastoi-s who uiah to 

dee.l T.r.l.ao'ly ana belp:rul.l;y wi.th the mei-v-1ce 1,e!."aonnel 'llho 

l'etu..-.wn. In the p·an!p!llet ~ Att1twles _e Pl'Oblm.u,90 . . 
apocial omphasis 1s aiven th!.a vef!7 point or bai.ng a coed 

lictoncz-. A .:ro.ming ia givens . vateh the Wll1' in \lihloh w 

listen,. do not ?>a too disapprov.!Df; no~ ~oo 1ncl11'!"orant. 

When J:SGading th1s 1aot stattment, w m gh~ beg1D to tb!!Jk• 

"L1h:1' that iu eJ".notly tho mmmai- 1n vh1cll I was told to deal 

\11th my J'OUllG peoplo. I! Yoa. the a·el'V'1ce men have not . 
chmiged as zt.2ch as ,1e m187-1t 1.mao1ne. They are nt111 ~d-

11on or Ood 1.1ho ne•ed GQ1dance and o.l>ove .ell elao. a good., 

£zaiendl7 listener. Th!:a ac.1v1.oo 1s ao olri3ple ond beoll'Wl«I 

ao. ul-'oda?9al C:ouno1l or Gllul'Ohes of Christ i.n -Ar.iorica, 
The Church and P.e~ Sa:t-V1oe arsonnol" pn..-,pblot 
number- IV. 



of Sts ai1Jr!)lic1ty. it le ao oooy to ovorlook. !Jany th1J!Sa 

con bo noi.2&'!:~t and an bo1UG soui;iht ao substitutes for tbJ.a 

11ntane~~ but so fe~, t here a N not even renaOJ'lllble rot:t­
s1mi11os :,,r it. "'lot::lina '11111 evar t al:G th& plaoo of the 

pastor who • o.s 11 0O0d eB!' i'o:- hocrins tho p:-oblcme ot 

tlle you.th . 

Af"tei"' t lio p t•?bl ma ba.ve boen auff'1c1.en~l:; aired., it 

t1ill d o the pu:itOZ" no good. vhatsoovor, ne1t110~ the l"O'Wl8 

pel"son 11' h e OQ3'8a "That sur sl7 1a a rl1f':f'1cult proi:>lam." 

Advice ,1D n:l".at min so-.:gl1t. not a l"epetition ol' what thct 

1'0U?lB poz-s on. · o.lrGa.dy 'knov;s. Syz:ipathf' mi ~11t be naedod :ln 

oom.o 0\"1 ca ee :;, ilUt ·o(!a1n, sympathy will not solve the 

p oblea . .1\dv!c& 'lo \'ihat uas sou~ht. 3 toc1t,8l wh.Gn o-.it­

lin1ns tho 1nannei- in ,m1cll the po.sto~ 1a to !l,)lp the -:rouns 
pooplo, has t his advice 11stod aa t he second coat impoi-­

taa.~t roquisit e: " ! id 1n gao1n5 the ethical and 3oc1al 

·p~obloma o~ tho 1maod1ato praaent and ra~ !'u!i'.ll.9oa0 This 

, objective 1>rosupp0ses tllat tbe 7011th .l::!.V.e a pl'oblom \7hie.h 

needs s olving and advice. Thorof'ore. when deal1DG \Tith 

t il~se uoung people• t: e poBtoi- should -:,oar in mind that 

t ll.eJ" diacem value f.n. thG pl'.actic:il. a1do of 11f'e mu.ch more 

1•asd.il7 than in tho spiritual. 'l 'e do not id.ah to sq that 

the spil'itual side must ba, ovorlooked 1n favor of t.11.e 

practical. \~.at ve mean to .intimate 115 that p!'G'lt1cab1l~tJ' 

.of spiritual thill{lD ma.at be made mol'O obv10'.1e. 'UDl.eaa w 
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c~J.1. b:1L._, 't~e :"':l"blo 0uc.w:i til ~n • tbo .:,cs~cw vlll c1aa 

1t. c.J 1:-l-; c:f ".!.s .coll! . • r:1.ir:1.s -1:ieus~· t:\O. a~e.t r.-, ue 1c~, 

ova .r L.l .c 'c;.u ~ t -i--o ~~o.et.1 ... 1 s~ti.o, ~ life., 'i.11 : ia 

n.'"11l -:.- o po~!,olo oto 1'l~ ,,G\':! W1 t;:11c. : ~ not 

f ,11 . ,-.: ., !Fit I a O!t :,le 1"' ttd.0 Uno also? 

-c_ 1? s fjcisl soc!ol · 1s:r1.et\l.t~ al'1C:)S tlh:lch f!l1 ,....t anuae 

t i.rte :'i.n t aJ.;:i 11t; U )01.llt t:t.o li~o-to-,-::cr..o,, ,·. en t}l1,S i;lN c91.!t 

1,J o :5. ... "i"J.:Ut ' ot ·OVG tba 'J'O ll ; PilC .. .J.o. 0 :>!zt::tt. i:"Gt t!.a:: 

,;: . e ~ .:-. t:lia l!i9o sru:o Wl 1 • aaltll!T,, ml.d t b qn 'tl1e, l!ee-to­

\ · 11 c~!.0~ , oo ... 00011 tho ciotto .of' rnm:r o'!! t!?.e .cm ars 

• al , i.i:lGD t1:.-~'.f3• 'Pi"' 0 ?o;p ~!C Ootl?!Ot ··o. . lt .. ~. \70 

c o .. , t a.t t! 111,0.- hel'O oho1:L. bo i:m!lt u_) on tbo acaf-

ol ... i l t, O;i t;llg 11.1,:S•to-cono. T4UG. a coo: pcstop \7.!ll bo 

.. ~>Pl'-e~:i.cnl 1>a~··~or. o 40 -a"- ,!-:ea lived ~t_._i 11:ts psoplo O?'.d 

c a ii!. _:,:,, .uo s;, 0110 7i10 ~an , ii,'"a t .o a· :v,ico of' ..,.;,,.,...,_ tUN 

a c ~nc~1call as it i s o-"6tLltC~ tho·t-ei·n. 

. .otl. ·• o:,joo-" ive· ote.totl b¥ St~cI: !0: • o Ji!UG~ oNate 

.. i .. t (1 • , 0 ·t i vo 10 .. 101 t to the -h.r.."""! stian 1 tea.la. n 

- 1;l :l!l O .. o 1n a. • tt ~ 1"%&"'1T-Ots t!!ulD by Gl,"lim:_ tho 

.. ' _ "!'intinn 1 :o-nls t ~o1P .;.•1e t _ c:1 _ :-nct1.·c:il b9.ci;_~? -e 

33.zot C!'e ·o ru "t"!?3,r.~ fztmn notLi a • ~ -: .. t ClorA is God' a 

l •" 1 • l nid tho ~zwoo t- - : r!etiar. toucd 

:-..nh.ool, !~ .Ji.blo clos,aoc,- er-.1 !n Cord'!rao.t!mi clmu:eo., plue 

a• f.::-1 1~~ a. • o oinl ao ,, 'lB• j:t '711'1 bo on eooJ' tai:;k to 



make our Cl rist1nn 1d,eale praot1ca1 'flllJ'S ot 11.vlng. Asata 

ve will state: boa practical J astor. 

llm·:ove?,:a,• all thaso f'ottegoing tl~c.s \7111 pl'ovo to be 

uasted b~oath unloos the pastor ab°""a that he 1a ceDU1nel7 

interested n...'1.d. c'leepl:, concerned 171.tl'l the 7out!l or h1a church. 

Paul L . Dmmenfoldt. l). D.,. hlls tll:ts bo DO.:,· l"&[!eztding th1■· 

f:\epeet oi' holpinc; the youth. "In the spirit or Christ the 

pastor \7111 open ~s hBBl't• mi.YJ.rl,. and L"'RIS to tha. retum1ng 

:3oll9vico man."22 ''lhore \70 have given the motivating pom>I' 

ber..ind t he pns~cr1 a action-· ~at. As CJ:,.,r1at 1ove4 •us• 

as Ei s concem for us was sincere to. the point ot death• so 

s hould t ho pastol"' s concom ear thfl welf'nre or t~a :,oung 

people :>o sincc,ro. "l: h ope th~ p~_tor won't ci1ab nll o,rez-

.. a, but I s1,wo do hopo t!lnt ho taken t1m.o \'11th me."28 t'hla 

i ~ tho sont1~~nt ot n. mO!l who has had u4s.o. €11'1& aorv1ng 

h j.·m~ Ell ish lo?'d:a and la<liea ff81t1ng _on bim., tiou ho 

de.cirec h1a pastor to show real concorn oV'eP !l1m. l:ila boq 

ho.a been t akon <?a.re. o.tj his soul ls th1?':$tJ'• Let us not 

t r::r to _enoo 0'.11.•selvos into th1Dld:.na that the ~aung poopll' . . - . 
will n ot see u-i!1etl-1er or not ,.,e are- a1ncoN 1n t'IUl9 ooncem •. 

~1ei~· visio9 is aha:-:,, beaauso 0£ their need. 

~he conco?'D. \'Illich a p11stor is, ab1o to ehn llio 7oung 

people '.".'ill !n .1tsolf' prove to be tho th:tng rrh1ch creates 

or s t1 .. on" t hens that laetin,e bond ot f'rie11dsh1p \7bich evo17 
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, . i.•,i;ion !'X-t'!.1 o. l ot tor received "~o ono f our 

se :-vice _en v:111 so 110 to 1ntroduco th1~ oocticm. " I'u:. 

won<: o i nt! \"1bot~or t· o paato \'1111 sh ov, cc.re nnct concem £or 

mo-. j uct i'Jectl oo I 1vo aono eo-etlung over the?:'O. I ' m an 

.:!ndividua1. and :,: c c! :--o to be 11:t"oato~ c.s suo • 112'1 .,.VO'l."y 

:tntl i v1dual io a upecia.l p,n,.connl ity \'.lho l.as to JC treated. 

a:, ! ni ividua.1!:~ocl r., -roonal.ity. 1bat doea this neon to 

1; l')Bs t Ol'? 

.'ihe doru.1:n· ,11th tho :,~.ic)l of the conareGntl n . tho 

pa:.')t 1~ :1st r oal1 :e, end t h ia right soon,. t: a.t the ;c;ol.ll'J€ 

pa o.a. l o '7111 o •. _>oct o. bit o_ ?'es!)oct. ci:2ey 0.1"$ in '!;llat in-

t uoon-or e \l~1on op lo just do not kII0\7 llot1 to t!'ea.t thom. 

'l'l!o or o o. t h a .... ou t b 1111 £ ol t !a.t t .:e pa.at e ~ :la tne enc 

\'il>o 1a cc._ a 'blo· of' -t~on'l~inc t _e .... ao t .;1oy fool thoy ohcul d be 

t~oatod . ona is willinu ~o o Go. ~11.G~ c~o no longe~ child­

_cn. .. oy;oo.foro., t ho paoto?' \"411 • of nc,ee~sity. not treat 

t ho:,~ n:, !10 noul • r.h!ldren i n t o Con 1.mat!on a ... e level. 

Ho uust t ~o.t t :.~ .. ti"' 4i:.hu ":.l the;r were above th0ir actual. 

B ~c level• saJ , as br)in e in the u. per teen a&e • This ~as 

pl"ovon to os a oat p11int YI'" o!l discipline an ,1or?.: ui-a 

o ;u.lz-:1 o~ t hem. 'i."reatin tho as s lOV'a t iloir .., e . &ivoo 

tl..o t e r -,ol1nt' 'that t ho:!.v puotor th1nlts t!'..0!?1 capo.bl o 0£ 

lloing t l\:tch l."10 N :JDd b ttfJJ."' t h in C t i Qt\ tho \'10 id fJ·lt ecta. 

"!eodle'"s to coy. this p :iyo ·ront rlividonus • 

... 4 . Ibid 
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In~ Adol · -t ?ozt» ·a l 1t~5 t he oint ia b~oac.ht 

~OP.VBZ'd t lla t tll.O J'OWlg poopla Vil l rospOnc.1 to n .r e t c~ 

t t; C'[l' C ,,. O\'.J • ro t J:' ~') t s t,•l ... n. 

ut ~ -r. i f icentl y in el l o 

~ .. ,.~ tl" ::.ell a n t11om.aclvea . . T oy .?!avo t l?o p · Gsib1lit1os 
. 

• 11 ~c ~ "~o t ~ c;l~& t ~- 1 roopect 

and t h , 

r i el {; ., j pr etpO'!." to ~1 "I t :tn . "OS.l)Oet , o {;bl yr:ruth. ".:h~y, 

-r,o a.1 ~t'ofor t ktJe t ~_e,·i a t ... !'el y md ~ t i10.:1• "~::oc_ i er~c ... d 

. 
t o . vO t~l'3 ~ j'O'Un· peop J r;r;r ~I i"'lt ncttvo_. t r -1.nlti?l§ 

peo~:i.~ t h .;.t •• ·e:r i ~ ... i. r-:·""1: i n noeu o~ .:io 

oo. ; ::or1 h _,,, d • s!r, .. a to · al p 



L i. t no tb.inlt tho ~ r. '1 t h ~ . _.h 

a.bl c to aolve a cl.1.f:t: 1cul 9ro l ? • 

00·1 1illr bo ._o ... 

an <.1 a --nr t71 th ~,-o·tlJlll ·o onla ,.. • oy· i l l n~'t 
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