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holp his youth, who desires to be their shophord,

The question may arisc in some minds: How can I meet
and Decome a real friond of my young pecple? In the first
place, be natural whonover you are around the young people.
I anything emerges from deoalings with young psople and
from reading the appliocd psycholegy of dealing with them,
it is thie ons statemont, found reponted and emphasized
everyuliero, Vhy? The answer is simple: Imaginntive as
young people are, they yet have the ability to geo through
enything that is just a "front?, o beautiful facade cover=
ing a dilscolored, bedraggled interior. A pastor is not o
change from an ordinery human Christian to somothing out
of this world just bocauce he is dealing with young paeople.
lany pastors have boen seen to be natural, friendly, ond
very close with the cdults of the congregation, but aloof,
unnatural, yes, fraudulent with the youth, Iust this be
the omse? It is not difficult to be natural. It is by
Par the pafest monner, for then you can "let yourself go”
{(with restreint becoming the nministry), end not have to
worry about giving your true self awaye.

Secondly, the pastor must meet his young peocple. 'i"ne'
case of one pastor should be studled to see how not to_ try
to become frionds with the youz;g. poeople. This pastor de=
cided, from the very boginning that he was going to wait
until the youth came %o him, The next thing to dlscuss
would naturally ba, @id he have succoss? The answer,

naturally, is N0l Uever can a pastor expect the youth to
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come o him, unless they are in extrome needs =SIven then,
however, 13 was found that many of the young peocple prefer
their teachers, because they "were mors friendly than my
pactore”18 Imst this condemmetion be heaped upon all of
the pastera?

L Ghird step, as dovelcpod by many men interested in
this worl, is that the pastor learn to play with hie young
pooples He should nover be so stiff as to stand on the
sido=lines when games are played nt the social patherings,
or, worse yet, to turn his face away in disgust. DIe the
gemes childish, neisey, or just plain "peppy", what is
zeeping Che pastor from jolning in? Is he afraid of felling
and hueting his dignitye If this is the case, ho can rost:
assurad that his dignity is of the fragils Iind, vhich
would not last toc long anywaye Or, 1s the pastor afreld
of causing some sort of offence? 1In a survey conducted by
the University of Californis, it was showm that the pastor
who took part, wholehoartedly, in the activitioes of his
youthh organizationg, was rewardod with the greatest mumber
of active members in his church, . lever, in our recolloc=-
tion of readings, has a pastor lost out by belng natural
and friendly with his young people.

Yos, a pastor must be in the closest possible relation-

ghip with his young people. As stated befors, 1f he will

18, flarner, Hovin Ce, Touth Work In The Church, p.110



not, the world will. Ye cannot help but azreo with
Dimocki® whon he states: "Saten is ﬁwaya on the lockeout
for thoso young people whose pastor 1a too busy or tco
stuffod=-shirted! for thems. Saten will be at leisurs and
wearing a sport chirt, walting with open arms.” Again, the
question, "iust this condemmation be heaped upen us?

There is, however, g_nother polnt vhich the pastor who
would help his youth should remember: he must be o good
listoner to cll, Fundamentally, this mmst be & charactere
istic of every man who would desire to help pecople. Unlaess
he can listen at tentively, patilently, and without commoent
for the time, his task will be hopeless. How con & man
know vhat tc¢ do to help, unless he listens to £ind ocut
whet 1-21 troubling the individual? ZEspecially is thie
abllity te listen a "mist"” for the pastor. He cannot
diagnoge a difficulty by probing this or that musecle, by
trying this or that experimont:._ iHe ums:b first listeng
only then can he go into action, IHany t_ima, the ymth
come toc a pastor who 1s known as thelr friend, with probe
lems '\-:hich may seem inconsoquentiel to the pastor-. How=-
aver, to the young person this matter 1s one of 7life and
denth.,” If they wers nct problems of this nature to them,
they would not bothor their pastore Therafors, the first
lesson Lo remember is: never laugh at the problems of the
youth, no mattsr how unimportant or childish thoy may

appear to you.

19. 92. E_ucg Pe 187




At all times let the pastor emphesize the fact that
the young person is to tell all his problems to him, for in
this mannor only cen he holp him, Therefore, one must
listen to all they have o say. At times they will seen
to get way off the line of thought on scme subject which
has bothered them, and now needs airing. OFf course, they
should not be permitted to vaste time with a multitude of
wordss Dut, like any good psychologist, one must be pro-
pared to lissen to everything thet troubles the young
person, end never must ho glve the idea that he ic be-
coninge bored or that he just dces not hove any mors time
to cpare for apparontly triviel mattors.

This geme edvice is given Lo pastors who wish to
deal wicoly ond helpfully with the service persomnel who
returne In the pamphlet In Attitudes jind Problems,29
special emphasis is given this very point of being a goed

istencre A warning is gilven: watch the way in which we
listen, do not be too disepproving nor teo indifferont.
Vheon reading this last statement, we mighit begin to think,
Wy that is exactly the manner in which I was told to deal
with my young peopleo.” Yas, the sewiee. men have not
changed as much as wo might imagine. Thoy are astill childe
ron of Cod who need rmidance and zbove £ll elss, a good,
piendly listenere This advice is so simple and because

20, "Federal Counocil of Churches of Chrlst in Amorica,
The Church and Returning Service Fersonncl” pamphlet
numbe:>» IV
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of ibts oimplicity, 1t 1s so oasy to overlook. iany things
can bhe sought and ave being sought as substitutes for thig
listener, but so fer, there are not oven reansocnable fooe
similies of 1%, MNothing will eveor takeo the place of the
pasitor vho hac a good ear fox hearing the problomsz of

the wouth, '

After the puroblems have beon sufflciently aired, it
wlll do the pastor nc geod whatsocsver, neither the young
pergon if he says, "That suraly is a difficult provlom.”
fdvice iz what was sought, not a repetition of whet the
young person alreandy knowuse Sympathy migshit bs neoded in
some fow caces, bul agein, sympathy will not solve the
problens Advice is what was soughte S%tock,2! when oute
1ining the manner 1ln which the pastor 1z te help the young
people, has this advice listod as the sceond most impore
tant requisite: "2A14 in facing the ethicol ond social
provloms of the immadiadte present and for fubture." This
objective prosupposes that the youth have a problem which
needs zolving and advice. Therefore, when dealing with
these young people, the pantor should bear in mind that
they discorn valuo in the practical side of life much more
raadily than in the spiritual. Ve do not wish to say that
the spiritual zide must be overlooked in favor of the
pz-nct_ical. that we moan to intimate is that precticabllity
of spiritual things rast be made more obvious. Unless we

21. ﬂ. clbey Pe 79



can Lring the 2ible "dawm $o earth®, the pacior will miss
the mazli of his calling. christ Jopus, the groat Teucher,
nevor neglectad the practicel side of 1ifee AlL lida
miracles end Tig peavsble stories ghow us thig. Why nob
follow Chrisils oxenple in this ling also?

If n special soclel Gifficulty avicos which might couse
the young seoprle to have doubts about thelr o wvay of life,
it will o no good vihatscover for the pastor o spond hip
tine in Galking about the life-to-come, wien this prozont
life ie what bothors tha young pecplo. "First got thax
Ghoough this 1ife gafe and healthy, and thon the life=to-
cone will come®, has boon thoe motto of many of the membars
of the Calvetion Arnye This far we cannot o, Dut, we
can cay that the life-here chonld bo brilt up on the seafe
folding of tha lifgeio-cone, Thus, a pood pastor will be
a procticel pastor, one who has lived with his paople and
geon Sholr neodsy one who can give tho advice of Sceripture
ags practliecally as 1t 1o stated thoereln,

Another objoeltive stated by Stoclk fo: "Weo must ereate
an indellicernt and acbive loyaliy to the Christian ideals,”
Can this be done in & batter menxer ithan by giving the
Chardiptian ideals thelr »ightful prectical bacikground? Ve
canniot ereete anybthing from nothing. Thot elone is Godls
work. Thepaefore, we must first have something on vhich to
build. Having laié the proper Christisn foundation in
pehool, in Diblo classon, amdd in Confirmation classes, plus
our rognier and spocial sermons, it will De an easy Ctack te
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malte cur Christian ideels practicel ways of living. Again
~we will state: bo & practical pastor. 'f
However, pll these foregoing things will prove to be |
wasted hirooth unless the pastor shows that he 1s genmuinely |
intorestod and deeply concerned with thoe youth of his chiurch, |
Pgul L. Nennonfeldt, Ne Dey has this to say reparding this
aspect of holping the youth, YIn ths spirit of Christ the
pastor will copen his heart, mind, and erme %o Lthe roturning
sorvice manes"22 There we have given the motivating powor
behind the paster'es action -~ Christs As Christ loved us,
es ig concern for us was gsincere to the point of death, so
should thoe pastor's corncern for the welfare of his young
necple be sincers. "I hope the pastor wen't gush all over
me, but I sure do hopo that ho takes time with me."23 Thia
iec the sentiment of o mon who kes had U.S5,0. zirls sorving
him, English lords and ladies walting on him, Now ho
depires his pastor to show roal concorn over him. His bedy
has been Galon care of3 his soul 1s thirstye Let us not
t“ry to eage o-a:fselvqs %nto thinking that the young poople
will not sece whether or not we are sincers In our concern.
Their vigion is sharp bacause of thoelr nced.
The concera which & pastor is eble to show his young
people will in itself prove to be the thing which creates

or strongthens thet lasting bond of friendship which every

H0e pDannenfieldd Poaul !.l.. OpDe Gitq Pe 6
23: Lotter ijm's{:t. Ce H.'ﬁ.. Tenmmoery 16, 1048
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pastor strives for with hig young poeoples A guostion asled
time and time opain Dy meny pastors 1gt low ocan I register
reul, aiveere concern? Tho simplest ancwer is: De sinccrel
Fothing is gquite as cincere and nothing will replastor ag

sincars a

&

sincerity itsolf. A trito ctatement perheps,
but 2 true ocnoe Thore 48 ne sonas trying to put on a show
of sincority wmlors therae i¢ gomething ef sincerity from
vhiech %o draw., If & plan wore required vhereby a pastor
wisht begln e choolh himself to dstormine AP he is aincero,
o only plan or table on whilch &o chock ig the face ond
the Teaction of the youny psople Fou are trrying tc holpe
Therg 1s ne bHottor metor of succass than the poople whan

you arg trying to help.




CHAPTER FOURs TREAT THENM WITH THE RESPECT
UE HUNAE PERSCEALITY

A quolation from a letter recelved from cne of ocur
service men will sorve to introduce this section, "iIlm
wondering whethey the pastor will show care and concern for
me, just because Itvo dono something over thers.s I'm an
individusl, snd I desiro to be troated as sush.'2% lvery
individual is a special personality who has to bhe treated
as en individualized porsonalitye. Vhat does this mean to
the pastor?

Vheon dealing with the yough of the congregaticn, the
paster must realize, and this right soon, thaet the young
people will expect a ©it of respoect.s They ars in that in-
haotween=are when people just do net mow how to treat them,
Therelore, the youth will feel that the pastor is the cne
who is capable of treating them as thoy feecl they should be
troated, and is willing to do so, They are no longer childe-
rcne Therofore, the pastor will, of necessity, not treat
them as he would children in thoe Confirmmation age level.
Ho mist treat them asz thovzh they were anove thelr actual
age level, say, as being in the upper teen sge. This has
nroven ta be & great peint when diseipline end work ave
ragquirad of them, Treating them as above thelr age, gives
them the foeling that their pastor thinks the:.ﬁ capable of
doing much nmore and baottor thinges than the world expects.
floedless to eay, this pays great dividends.

24, Ibid
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In The Adoloncont Porsonality®S the point is brought
Porward that the young people will respond ©o a greater

degree, if tho edults troat them ec being on a par with
themselvee in work ard in thinking things through. They
de not desire o be placed om the some level with the
adults in Sipgnity but they dec show srocter results when
they are cntrusted with certain dnties, This as werked
cut mermificently in all cur youth organizations., Just
let these young people do the work, and they will surprisse
vou as well ag thomasclves. .Theoy have the possibilitles
and potentielitiesPC A1l we have to give them 1s respeet
and the encourazerent to goe shead,

Hany people of this world will not fseel that it 1s
richt and propor to pive this rospoct to the youth, They
would prafer Lo kaeep thom snbtirely under their "expeorienced
thwb", pnevmitting the youth to do nothing unless under the
strictant povorning of tho adults. Howsver, if we doesire
én have these young peoplo grow into active, thinking
edulte, we must troat thom as people who have minds capable
of good thinking. ZIZspecially must the pasior net glve the
idea Lo the young people that they are IUCH in need of hias
grestor Imowledge r':mi experionco., ©hon ha desires to help
them, he mist let thom find their way in deuling with

chunah woplz, lever rust they e parrg:ltts.ad to feol thet

26, 53los, Peter, ODs tites De 76 . :
86, Ftock, Henry THoGRET, ope Clte, pe 53




they are just being told what to do, so they have 4o do it.
Lot them think thelr way throuch problems. If they are une
able to solve a difficult probles, they will be mora than
willing o come to their pastor and ask his advice, Thay
ara not easentinlly "thickehonded”., The averaze youn; Do
son will be more than willinz o admit whon ha is in nesd
of holp. imt, unless the pastor reapects Inman parscnality
in dealing with young people, they will naot ba willing to
come Yo him for anything.

Cur ex=ilarine says that Colonel Carlson would "aair !ﬁ.s
men for advice, would treat them ne egquals, wonld tallk to
‘ his men about overything, and ook us t¢ exprescs ocur o¥m
viows."27 Thig llarine wag only sixtesn yeers old ot the
fiime, Dut this did net hinder Colonel Carvlson,. le felt
that this man was cepable of thought, sincorzs and deep.
e folt that all his mon were well worth the respsct due
any and overy human poraonslity. If such thinge can be
done and are beingz done by the men in service, men whe have
the very lives of their men at stake, it certainly shounld
he peossible for the pastor to treat his young people in
the same manner when dealing in oarthly things. The youth
will not talze over the dutics of the pastor, if this is
the fear of the pastors of our daye Of convae, if the
pastor is incepable of coping with thege probloms, poX=

haps the vouth will have to grapple with thenm,

27. Arnold, Oven, gp. cita., De 47
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At no tims ghould the pastor telke Uo hlumseli duiles
whlch can just as ancily L done by the youth. When thsse
ﬁaﬁhaps gmall tssks ars taken from them, they cannot bmb
thinlk that the pastor feals that thay ave incepatle of
handling them, Op, perhaps the pastor fseln that they sre
aly sble e ¢o . tagk after ha hasz ocutlined 4t er tald
thes how 46 do it. Such an abbitale on the pactosts savt
ean bring about only ifndiffersnase cn tha part cf the young
poonlas boward dealiag with and thinking theough any noobe
leme, tnee thie mttitulds ia pormittad to prevail for any
ceeat leneth of tinme, Lhe youth will alevwly bub sarvoly
vandew awey from their church, Thus, again we will empha-
elize the Toct that tﬁo pagtor must Lrant the young macple

with ths raspect due humat norsonslity,



CHAPTER FIVEs HE MUST BE THE OUIDE TO A
GHIATER RELIGIOUS LIrS

This firvst part of thie theeis Lepgan wiith the asseriion
that tho pastor muet be the splritual haad of hia young
people, It 12 nseoscary Lo anlernge upon this topic o
11t%2a nmors,

To be a trae spiritual pulde to ¢ decper relizgious
1ifa, 1he pesior mmeb himesls be raliglous. I5 will co no
gecd 1 he is’ a hoppy=po-iluciky sort in 1ife, and then
netancrphoses himsel? when he entefs the pulplt. I the
nastor gannet, Yy his way of living, bo ths gulde %o this
precter religicua lifle, Lie cortalanly will nobt becoma tho
gunide by "mueh preaching.® The young pecople muat he made
to reallze that thourh thelir gpizitual 1ile must bezin at
Churaeh, 1t must continue throughout ths week, to bhoe ra-
vowold agaln the following Sundarys Hover muat the pastor
porait the idea that religion belonge in church anlz.
sharefors, we cay that cvovry pastor must Inclst upon &

i rouna-tio~-clocic, 'ai'.léilt]f—.:."i-'.l';'“:l ur religious life,” If
thia is lacgking in bhis t:nching,-yvauuhina, er lifa, he
han migsad his groat oculliug.

In instructing the yeoung pacple of his congrsgallon,
the pastor muat ever and again esmphsslze the great nesd of
a Doe altape This ig so vital a need snd is S0 greal an
pid to & piecher gpiritual 1ife, thait 1t must bo troated ss
a snaciel tepic. It will not suifice thnt the youang §eople

comn omly o chureh serviens and then pui thelr weliigion

A




away for the next six days. fHams iz whors the postor can
do the most guved toward pepfecting the raligious 1ile of
his yourng psople. Hero he must give a detailed cutline

as o how this family altar should e conductods. He must
not minea wvords, bt tell of the avils sonsected with only
¢ Dunday ealipion., After duly wemning the people, he must
then procoad Lo bBrain thoe: 1In the proper use of such gn
altar, ! must nover take anyiling for grunted. This

navies fao boen nanded Jdowi: Lhiroughiovt the ajes, but it

(¥
L
i
Loy
!:

vo woll Lo be told it aguine. an understanding of
tie bemefits derived from the family aléox, qsgmcial].;; of
how AV scnonlsz the fanlly Inte o solid, cnas-minded zroup,
ghuould e suificlient to launeh the progran of o femily
aliar iz avery hGud.

Cf course, it should go without saying, the se:mons
o gvery sastor should aravide guidence, axsmpler,; and alds
to attaining & deepar veligiove 1ile, In troating thess
various alids toward e abrengthensd roligions lire, the
vastor snould glways empansize ths positive side. s mast
alsvays be ready with construclive criticlau,.

n concluding this first pnrt, the writer desires to

eriphioaize ones more that we are te servo the spiritual useeds

of cur youny people; that we alone are fully sguipped o

carry this ezl be its groeaet conclusiony thet wa must go out

of gur woy Lo be of any help Lo young pedple; chat we must
Ve ready wilith an open sar ané warm heert to listen to =ll

the problams of the youthy tiat wa trsat the young pecple




with ronpect dun bBunan porscnality: and, finally, €hatc we

are to Ls the galdes LGoward e greater raligious life, Our

taair Ls greaty our revards hore fowy our glory in eternity
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Loyend our wildent droamoe
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AL1 &he work waleh tha pastor may do in dealing with
the youmg people will be brought to nsught, if the conpgrege=
tion ns a whole deos N0t enter Into the work wheleohaartedly.
ubet tho pastor has done can be vavy easily umione by backe
wanri, minsimiated, and unintarested zengregation mombosg,
Alone, the naetor ean Acoghpiiah 1lttlas: with the &id of
kis adult rembers, the pastor can work wordavrs, Thus,
after danlines with the wovl vhiech the pacstor must do vl
hlz gouvg peodls to kecoap tham 1n church and in Christ, it

iz neraconry thal we deal with the congragationts z7ole in

€

this same CoC-riven tuske
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CHAPTER OUE: THE COICGHREGATION ALONE I3 HROLDER OF
THE KEY TO REM, HAPPIRESS

-

Zwery oo is loocking for the pob of gelld st the and
of the painbove. 70 sioma, thie meane a godd tinsy te others,.
this meang uoneyy to still othars, this umcans hieslih, u
5o gll of then, it means heppiness., ovVery nan is lcciking
hapriness: witness our night elube, danc2 halls,
theaters, bHall parks, and the like, If thore 1s anythdng
wiochi eall unlversal 1t is he sealing aviow
aappinoecss Dspeclially ias this trues of the young people,
whey aro always on the logk=ouit for somd new way of gelLting
hapoiness. Jhey are always the fire:i Dy whom tha now is
tried. Deaping thia in nind, ths congregation's task

o8



