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INTRODLCRION

The topic is indeed a vitally current one with which
every pastor and every conpgregation is cconfronted, Thore
is no other way of troating thls problem than by accepting
the facts, piecking up the challenge, prayerfully plaming
and then thoroushly carrying out the program. ;

Vie do not propose to0 zive a complete cutline, detailed
in overy reaspoct, of what is to be done. The situation
differs with every individual ond cocmrmunity, not to say
race and age. The purpose of this paper is to set forth
the faets as soen in 1lifo, that we may all study them in
their true light and consider them for vhat they are.
There is nothing new and startling presonted hero, but
the facts which have appeared time and time again do

~ appear hercs
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(Gutline)

Thome: Prosent Requisites For An Adequate Program Of
Uhurch Work Among The Youth, With Speciel Emphasis Upon
The Neturning Scrvico Personnel.
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His training demands- ig
lio one elso 1o gualified for it
mist Ho willing to go out of ‘his way for the
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Speecheos aloene will not do it

lills example and personal bdacking are needed
Ilis time ghould be Ghelr time

must be a fathoreconfeogsor in the better sense
the word

Tho youth will trust him above all others

His acquaintancesilip is usually the closoest
e mast ho a good listenor

lils edvice must be practical, living

liis concern mast be genuline -

mist treat all young poople with the respect due

human porsonellity

He

mst be the guide to a greater religious life

The Congregation's role
Ae It nlonc holds the key to true happiness
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world?s happinoss short-lived

VWorld toc quick to criticize

Ites work bagsed upcn Seripture

alono can keep in constant touch with the youth
The youth is an intogral part of the congregation
The youth will follow tho exzamples of the adults
in tho congregation

alons can give the needod encouragcment

Hot too critical at first of youth achievement
Adopt o planned programr which ineludes pariisipa=
tion in thought and deod by the youth organiza-
tion: PTO

Give the youth the opportunity to work and plan
on joint committecs

Can give the sympathaetic interost and backing
from own exparience
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5« Remember, the youth is the future of the cone
grepation

e It has or can obtain the nocessary, cssential
oquipment
l. God's Tiord
2¢ Congecrated workers
Se Faith in its youth
4o Physical facilities

Iiies lodern trends in doaling with the returming service
persun"ol dealt with in dotail



Progont Regqulisltes For in Adequate Program Of Church Vork
Among The ¥outh, 1'1:11;.!1 Special .-?.r.tphaia Upcn The }'{eﬁuz'ning
Service Personnel

PART ONE

THZ PASTOR'S RCLE
CHAPTER COlE: TIE PASTOR IS THE SPIRITUAL HEAD

Througout history, one fact Ias romained with maniinds
thers is only onec man qualified for a given task. If a mon
has sbtudied Law, it would be folly to quote him as an
aubthority on literature. If a man has made his life study
that of biology, it would be crass near-sightedness to
quote him as an euthority on the fomance languages. DBub,
whon a men has gpent time and energy on o given subject, he
is to be, and rightly so, quoted as an autherity in that
field, &S0 it is with tho pestors He has studied many
yoars, from five up to ten, in preparing hingelf for his
spocial task in life. He has majored, if you will, in
Theologye This, then, is his field. This is and should
be his sphere of activity. He should be well-informed on
various other fields in the world, but his primary task is

1



that of malking knovm the will of God before the world,
Therefore, all other ficlds and studies should and rmst of
nocessity teite to the background, while ho denls with only
the splritual side, maizting propitious use of the rmndane
things to help in gotting his spiritual task across.
Bepocially is this trae wluc'm denling with the young people
of his conzropationes Remembar, first and foremost, the
pastor is to bo troubled aboub gpiritual mattorse.

Yo have elready mentioned something about the paastor's
speeipl training for his task in the world., Ve have stated
that ho studled theology primarily. In thisg studying of -
theolopy he was to cequaint himgalf with what CGeod's Holy
V¥ord has to ooy r&garding sin, grace, salvatlion., Hut, he
also was to see what Sceipburs has %0 say in dealling with .
people. In many fiolds, mon deal with inanminate things.
In the ministry, peesle are the subjects. Primarily,
pecple are te be trented the same throughout 1life. It hae
been sald, ond rightly so, that older peopls are bui
childven, exaggershed, Thus, we gsay and meintain thet o
postor who handles and desiree to handle proporly the
clder pecple of his congrsgation will first have to loarn
hew to handlé thoir children. As loathe as the older mom=
bers of o congregation are to subseribe to this statement,
1%t is however oxceedingly truce Thus, we wich first to
learn how to properly deal wiilh children.

Throughout his training, the pastor has been prepar-
ing himself to meet with, deel with, and help children and




the youth of his congregation. Ho has had special courses
vhich were to bo of help to him in this task, - Stock, in ;
hig boolk, Church Work With Younr People, desires to put
across this cne points a pastor must make use of his early
training to prepare for his futuro work with the youth.
The Jesulis have often beon quotod as saying: Give me a
child until it is twelve yoars cold, and you can nover
change its ways. That this is a truth beyond reproach,
we will all agroe.

dAbove all, tho pastor is to remomber that his speecific
task is "To help youngz pecople understand the anature of
roligion and the meaning of Christianity."™l Thore is no
one elso vho 1s qualified to teach the youth this funda-
mental knowledge. Should the pastor at any time forget
this task, his conscisnce would be seared for life. Iliany
times the gquestion is asized: Do young people undorstand
their roligion? This question was anaswered concrotely and
to the shane of many pastors. In a survey talzen about
cicht yoars ego, it was pointed out that only three out of
evory siz young porsons imew cven the fundamentals of their
cwm religiones In this survey, it was pointed out that the
doctrine of Cod was tho most universally nmisunderstcoods
It would seem that tho young people have no real, tangible
concept of who God is, what He does and has done, vhat iis

1. Stock, Henry Thomas, Church Work With ¥oung People,
Pe 39
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powars ave, and so forth. About all thoy did Imow was that
thore "seems to be a Divine Seing who talkes us to task,
every now ond then."2 But, and this should be noted by
every pastor, each und-evory one of these young people
showed a definite intorest in leayning more about thoip
relipgion, All thoy asked for was the opportunity to re=
ceive instruction from a man who "had the spiritual inowe
lodpe and training to help." Thus, the pastor's training
demends thet he egquip himsslf to tcach, yes, that he be
"apt to tezch" in all spiritual matters.

Thie gpirituel treining rmst take on a definite plan
espeelally today, when our Eorvice men are returning to
civilian life in great numbers., In the writer?!s corres-
pondence with these service men, he discovered that what
they deplored most was thet the pastor was going to "treat
them just like everyone else would = try to help him Yget
back in the swing of things aezain'."® Uhat these mon want
ie spiritual understanding and training. They have lost
mueh of their previous training in Biblical matters by not
boing able to make use of the lHeans of Crace in the mannor
in which we have and they had formerly been privileged to
does Time and time again the cry has gone up: Care for =y
soul, Pastory the government will take care of my body.
Cace again we must say with omphasis: the pastor and the

2. Dickerson, Paul L., Understanding Hzaelri Pe 16
.‘5: Lether frzun Sgte 0: le Ves Fobruary 10, 1945




pastor alone has beon trained for this task,

I eovery pastor wore to only take a closer look at
his tltle of "pastor”, he would see that his primory task
is not to be a driver but a shophord, end not o shepheord to
the pscples! bodies bubt to their souls.4 In this spiritual
fleld, in which he has been trained, he wili bear in mind
the words of Jude 20, 21: "But, yo beloved, building up
vour most holy falth, prayling in the Holy Chost, llreep Tour=
gelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy cof our
Lord Jesue Christ unto oternel life." The fact that this
eplritual cars cn thse part of the pastor toward his young
people isg very important indeed is that Dre John H, O

Pritz,; De Dey in his great work Pastoral ihweology devotes

ocne whole chapbter juct to such work of the pastore.® In
every book vhich derls wililh pastoral theolcegy there is
gluaye te be found a very spoeclial omphasis on this youth
worke Thils fact that much timeo end spaco is thus used
ghovld convince the paster of hig great task, 25 noble as
i1t in difficult..

It has beon pointed out that there is no one else
qualificd to carry on this much needed work. Thsere are
. opganizations which have tried to carry on this work, but
fll of them have given up entirely the splritual side of

4. Damonfeldt, Poul L., The Returning Servico llen and

Yiomon, pDe 46 : :
Ce ritz, John H, € Pastorel Thoolo, Chaptor 13,
:“':."ho.sm.ritt':al Cave of tho Young PCOpLo” ,: Pe 165-1061




1life, and are now concentrating thoir efforts on the physiw
cal side onlye DI7e Link, in his book, Tho Return To Reli-
gilon, brings this to light, cspecially whon he states that
both ke and his wife thought their children roally did not
nged this pewrsonelized spirituul mon, the pastore Lator
cn, however, they realized that thoe pastor and his definite
Imowledge of epiritusl things alone was the man to help
thelr children through the difficulties of their formative
Jeors and Tthen to continue on through thelir young lives
wmite deatli, .

Puprther proof for this thesis is provided by an intor=
view with an ex-llarines This fighting son of oura enlisted
vhon he was but a lad of sixtoenes After smending meny
monthe over-sons, ho was discharged Lectuse of woeundse How
he roturns to finish his high gchool training, He con-
fasgces as follows: "I thought that I could get along with-
out the Chapiaine I lived a pretty good life, the Red
Crosn was sending foold, the U. S. Ce was furnighing the
entorteinment, 5Sut, whon I was wounded, I finally woke
up to the fact that I had missed the boat entirely. Sure,
my 1ife and hody were being takken care of, but that Chape
lain was the one who really took care of me, for he saw me
through, he and Christ. There is no one olse who could
have or would have done the sane."8 Brethren, this is a

confession of one who has oxporisnced the conscling help

6e Arnold, Oren, An Exe~liarine Looks at iigh School, p. 17



o a man whogse spiritual Incwledpe was at 1ts fullest and
beste There just is no ono else who can or will take thia
solf-=gone paine

llced more be said? The pastor is o take carc of the
sculs of his young pecplej therefore he is first tec prepare
hinmself for this task in prayer and hard works Above a:l.]..
eleo, he is to renember that, 4if lio dces not tnite cars of
thege -aouls and the spiritual needs cof the youth, they will
go unheeded and unaided, for thers is no one slse yualified

to do this Cod=given tnsk.

K
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CHAPTER TWCO: GU OUT OF YCUR WAY FOR TIE YCUTH

1A houseegoing pastor makes 2 churchegoing monmbore
ohip"? ip considered today a truisme It ie taken for
granted that a pastor who wants to have people in his church
will have to be found rogularly in their housese Vhon deale
ing with the youth of the congregation thisg ig just as ine
pertant if not more so. The things of thi.s world come right
up to their doors with advortising of all sorts, publicity
"atunte”, and groat propaganda campaigns. All those things
aro designed to make the young people conscious of their
surrcundingee, Thus, if the pastor wants to make knowm
wvhatt the Church has to offor for these young people, he will
have to get out and edvertise. By all means, he must never
get the iden that making speeches every now and then will
suffices In his speoches he and he alone has the floor, he
is "der llerr Pastor”, whothor he wants to e known as such
or note His very offlice gives him an exalted position in
the eyoes of the poople, and this being placed on a pedestal
will be the first thing heo will have to avoid in dealing
with the youthe Thoy want to work with a man, not a gode
Theoy want Lo speak with and ask advice from one who is one
of thoir numbor, not set apart from them or out of their

roach.® Thus, we will say agains llaking speeoches, be they

7« Harmon, Nolan Be, inistorial Eihice and Etiquette,
Pe 87
8, Lobtbor from Pfee Re Doy January 7, 1045
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evor z¢ fine and so "orthodoz”, they still will have no
I'fect, if the pastor doess not pet down and in wiith his
youthe
Uhonever the youth of a cortain congregation wanted

2 men o maks a apsech for them, thoy asked their pastors
But, when ths youih wanted %o gzo cut on a picnic, or a
hike, or an educational tour, they would aslk: a pastor from
a difforent congragation, They had come s0 to Tevers thoir
cwn poctow, that they Telt that e was no lengasr one of
thelr owm number., In spoeaches we right bo able to outliine
how things are to be done, but we must "rell up our sleoves,
put our sheulders to the whoel, and dig in"® if we reslly
want o be of sorvice to the youthe The youth, far mors so
than the adults of the congregaticn, will appreclate what
ws call o practical men in thelr pastor. Thon a nail needs
pounding and the paster lg thewre to pound with the best or
woret of thom, he will got in among them, become cne with
theme This fact was never made more clesr for us than in
our teachiing vienrage.' Yie raally cot to Imow what those
children thought and ¢id with what we tried to teach them,
in the houes aftor schoole, MHelping them build e snow fort,
they realized thet teachor too Ikmew what they wantod and
onjoyed, and that he was able to enjoy it with them. IHust
we aay that tho eclder youth of our churches is oany different?

9. Dimock, Hedley Se, Zediscovering The Adolescont, Pe 83
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Ue do not fecl so. In fact, when dealing especially with
thoe Juniors, actions ALUALS speak loudor than words, elther
in roprinend or instraction.

Thig Tact that the pastor should ond rmst spond his
time with the youth 1ls brought to our atteniion in most
vivid colors by the lettors of the men in sarvice. I[iany
commante have boon nade regarding the various thiags whieh
hed besn donoe for thon whilo in sorvics, but they all msoine
tain that the éarscnul attontion of the Cheplain ig whad

they remember most elearly. THis tent or room was always

cpen fo» whatover a soldier had on his cheeil"10 s never

had o look ercund for our chaplain. e was always thore
when we neoded him most, Our probklens wers his probleomsg,
and hle sclutions wors ocurse He dld nct weste time with a
lot of words bub é::ave us the bkelpr we needed when woe nooded
ita"21

Lbove 211, and hers we mruast repost cursslves, the
pestor's own erampls must be forth ecomings In Ernest i,

Ligon's book, Their Future Is Now,12? we foumd this example

of what not to doe AL fothor had been very severe in warme
ing his young boys as to what not to do on Hallowe'fen,
Trrmiediately after this warning, he went into a long dis-
course on some of tho many escepades vhich he had, IHow far

do you think his exhoriaticn went? If the boys bothered

10, Lettor Trom Sgte Ue Ee ey Dece_lnbe!’ 13, 194?

11, Strictelmeier, Joim, liy Chuech then I Como iHome,
Pe 353

12« Pe 239
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to liston at oll, these words must have siven them a fow

new ideas of what ¢o do to malze tho svening more of a Srial

for gll concerneds Hsodlosse-to=soy, nc pastor will go this
far (wo sinceraly hopel) but this exemple was brought in to
prove the polint thot wcrc‘is will have 1ittle rmisonins, unless
thoy con be coupled with the actions of the percon who has
beon ,t_-:ivin;; the advice.

Cne thing which the pastor mmsat not be tho lozest bit
leoathae tec pive ia hisg timo, o might. have a large congrogae
tion which takes up rmich of his $imo end enorgye “ut;, he
mant always be supo of having pleonty of timo vhich he can
gpend on the youth of his congregations If he noglects to
gpend Sims with them, they will be eble to find plenty of
nacple of this world who ame able fe find the time te spend
with thems It woul? seem that many pastors are afrald of
snandins too mach time with their youth. AL no time must
the pastor fool that hig time spent with the youth was
wasted, On the other hend, time thms spent connot be gpent
in a better form,

Thenover the youth have o speclal meeting ot the church,
thes is the nlace for tha pastor to be Lo, No one else is
able to tale his place at these get-togethers. It is true
i:h:mt another may ba able to prey for and with them, may be
ahle $o counsel the youth, Yet, the pastorlg presence is
almost o nocessitys. Uhile he might not have any special
gnol: to do, yet his very presence gives e covtain amount of

proatipe to the meeting, Tt is elso a definite fact that



the pastorts prescnce lends the muich nesded diseiplinary
elanent, This no one who has had eny experience with young
pecple will denye Vhere the pastor is found thoere iz also
the presence of Christ to he found, With the pressnco of
Chriast the youth will zo on te sven groater heights.

Especially for thelr splrliusl welfars the pastor alone
is able to give the ncoded direction. He should always be
wllling to give speeilsl BRibliesl ingtruction to the youth.
Te must nover hesitate when asked by them Lo answer special
guestions wiich have to doal with thelr zouls' salvaticn,
If nood ba, o must spend extrzs time in apocial preparation
te pive the youth the wrequired answars. At no time st
hie feel that tims thus spent is wasted much less uscless,.
Hers wo mast again ¢ back to cur Pirst point, ramsly, that
the paster iz the only onc who is gualified to Gake this
natter in hand,.

It scems a positive shirking of one's duty vhen a
pastor gpends much of hie time thinking of excuses for= not
abtonding meetings and othor functions of his young people.
Ve ean thank Ged thet this condermetlon is not too wide-
spraal among the clergy of the lilssouri Synod. Howover,
tho tendency soems to bae toward thia ovil. !any of the new
men in the field have no inclinetlon towa=d working with
and spending too rmch time with their youths Perhaps they
fool thet it is beneath thelr dignitye. If Bo, 'lat tham
bear in mind the example of Christ, who "sufferad LITTLE

childron to come unto Him,"

PP E——




13

Then any young person comeg Lo the pastor seeling pore
sonal advise and coungzeling, tho pastor sheuwld have time or
moke time to take care of the personts needs, It is in
this line of work that many peciors miss tholr callinge. In

hisz book, Adolessent Psycholopy,® Arlitt maintalnz that

the younes paople have an meanny "sixzth ssense”, which wamns
them of individuals who 40 not care to spsand time with them.
Bewnro the paster who givee this impression, for with it
will come offense which will lead the young paecple away
from Instsad of te the clmreh and Gh»iste Time is talent
which feod haes given o all mon, yea, has glven in abundancoe.
at, 4% is aleo the ocasiest of all the talenis Lo washo.
Zepeclally is this tmue with tho pastor. o can fret awvay
hls £ime on unsasentials, while the rsal ossentials g0 by
the board, Time spent on the youth is naver time apant |
wantonlye Vill anyone contradlet this statonent?

Zut what do the men in zewrvics have to say about this
tima spent on the youth? We havse alrsady quoted one scldier
who felt that ths time gpent thus was in accord with the
chaplaints calling, Dut, other sorvice men fesl the zame,
The arins vho has now meturned to high school,l4 has this
to say: "2ofore I joined the service, my time was spont in
varloug manners, I'mb, one place whers I did not spond my

time wos nbt church and with the pastor. Perhaps it was my

13, Da 58
14, Arnold, Crem, ORe 2it., P« 18
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fault, but I'm inelined to think that it wes the pastor's -
faulte "hen T wea in gservieo, I begon to reslizs what a
great thing the chaplain wes deing. I bocame interested,
and, much to my surprisoe, I bogan teking an active part in
the chaplaints worke Thy? Decatse he wonld spond countSless
hours explaining problams of the Bible to me, loading me
theough many of the simpler truths of Foripture which I had.
net learned.s This 4id not bother him, Fis timo wos my time,
e used to say. I hope veory much that I can find a pastor
who fesls the some way." Tere 1s Lhe challengs thrown out
to all of us. Spend your tlme with your youth and Aiscover.
how much they will sppreciate it and respect it. They will
not, es once was the opinion, misuse it.

It will net preve 2 hindrance, either to the paszter or
tc the congregation, if the pastor sponds scme time in his
weelkly sormons on spacial problems which face tho youth.

The pastor will be getting on the geood side of tho youth,
and tha colder mermber will de living through his youth once
agrin, perhaps lsarning a few rcw things which make i1t =2
difficulit preblem to stay with the Church,

Spacial sévvicoz for the youth will always be a big help
in winning the youth to the pastor'!s. side ond in using hig
very valuable time profitably. Permit the youth to malte the
plansg, work out a program. OFf coursze,. supervision 1s neces-
sary, and ghis will tale time. DIBubt agein, let us say: this
is tiﬁm welle=spens, Hoth for. the pastor and for the young

PEOPloe




CHUAPTERE THREE: 5E A FATHER-CONPEES

Lots 1%

in the book, Youth Poll Their Story,15 by bDell, is
fouﬁa this gencerol statemont: the young people will always
trust their pastor as 1ons as he will trust themes It 1a‘a
proven fact thet the young people will trust the pastor
ebove all others. %he roasons for this ney be many, but he
nuat emember thal thoy want to trust hime. If their trust
is not fortheoming, it most lilkely ic due Lo the fact that
the foult is the postorls. Perhaps he laughs at their
geomingly- trite problemse Perhaps he broadcasts thom Lo
all people. lover should a paséar bacome guilbty of these
twe evils, ovils vhich might cost him the souls of many of
hig young peoplss It is truo, their parénts should bs the
ones whom the young people are to trust. But, and this is
an ever incroasing practice, the paronts never sesen to have
tho time or tho patience to listen ©o their chiildren, Or,
they listeon nnu then nrase*iba some ouimcded, antiquated
cure wixlech e:nnot be cawriod out by the modern youthe In
many cases, the parents just leave their children vun loose
untll they become 1loose spiritnnlly and morally. Hewavev;
the pastor ofton beccmes the center of many of the yeung
pecplets lives, for they bogin to realize sarly in live
that he will listen, he will help, and he will take sn

active intereat in their provlotise

156 Pe %7 ;
15
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It is on this basis of mutual trust that Fathor
Flannigen's Boys! Town originated end flourishes to this
daye The boys brought there camnnot help but trust the
Fathor, vecause he is more than father to theme. To them,
ho is the ropresontative of Christ, and as such he is
trusted above all elseo, liany a young bhoy has confessed
his erimes and sins to Pathor Flannigen, vhoreas the soce
ular authorities could do nothing with him, Such exemples
of truat aro being given all aover the world, wherover there
is a pastor vho talzes an active interest in and puts come
plote trust in the young people.

Contacte with service men of all branches of the sex-
vico roveal one thing regarding thls trusting the pastor.
Lven though at present atudents lilkke the wiritor are not
pastors, yet tho fact that they are studying for the minige
try malktes many of the men oxceedingly frank end trustfule.
They did not esk for an oath of silenco for wiat they were
about to tell. liowever, one young saillor did ask: "Say, can
I be sure of you? I was fooled once before by a ministor,”
The writerts face bocamo rod with embarrassmont. After the
young saller had roeceived assurance that vhet he sald would
be kept in confidence, he went on with his story. iot once,
after that one question, did he show any signs of doubdt.

(n the contrary, he did show that he had complete trust in
a sincere minister or student of the minigtry. This means
rmeh to pastors and studonts. It means that their work and

prosonce in slmost any situation would not be questioned,
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for young people instinetively think: I can trust my paston
80 this 1s alpight,

But, in order fully to trust o man, one mst bo in a
protty closo and intimate relationship with him. The
closent friend of tho youth is and should be the pastors
He deals with human beinga, and thus is evor in the conter
of human activity. But to keep this covor in mind is indced
a very difficult taglke It is much more simple to remain on
the prefabricated pedestal and to leave the rest of the
world and, incidentally, tho youth go by. lc ono is mors
capable than the pastor of having and deepening this close
relationship with the youth, Iis vory position glves him
the opportunities which goclial wrkers, police officers,
and the like envy, for the pastor 1g, to use the words of
a youth leader,16 "in on the very ground fiocor, whero
the youth can roach him without climbing to some high
scate.” This very fact places the pastor on easy terms
with the youth, yes, makes it imporative for them to get
better acquainted with them, Cnece this friendship is bo-
gun, 1% invariably lasts for life. Young people are no-
torious for their "jumping to conclusions and friendships®,
and then abiding by them, be they good or bad.l?7 This, of

course, must bo made use of by the pastor who desives teo

16. Jolmson, William, Speech delivered January 16, 1948
at Xiel Aunditorium, Tho meeting was sponsored by the youth
of Ste Louls

17. Dlos, Petor, The Adolescent Personality, pe 103
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holp his youth, who desires to be their shophord,

The question may arisc in some minds: How can I meet
and Decome a real friond of my young pecple? In the first
place, be natural whonover you are around the young people.
I anything emerges from deoalings with young psople and
from reading the appliocd psycholegy of dealing with them,
it is thie ons statemont, found reponted and emphasized
everyuliero, Vhy? The answer is simple: Imaginntive as
young people are, they yet have the ability to geo through
enything that is just a "front?, o beautiful facade cover=
ing a dilscolored, bedraggled interior. A pastor is not o
change from an ordinery human Christian to somothing out
of this world just bocauce he is dealing with young paeople.
lany pastors have boen seen to be natural, friendly, ond
very close with the cdults of the congregation, but aloof,
unnatural, yes, fraudulent with the youth, Iust this be
the omse? It is not difficult to be natural. It is by
Par the pafest monner, for then you can "let yourself go”
{(with restreint becoming the nministry), end not have to
worry about giving your true self awaye.

Secondly, the pastor must meet his young peocple. 'i"ne'
case of one pastor should be studled to see how not to_ try
to become frionds with the youz;g. poeople. This pastor de=
cided, from the very boginning that he was going to wait
until the youth came %o him, The next thing to dlscuss
would naturally ba, @id he have succoss? The answer,

naturally, is N0l Uever can a pastor expect the youth to
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come o him, unless they are in extrome needs =SIven then,
however, 13 was found that many of the young peocple prefer
their teachers, because they "were mors friendly than my
pactore”18 Imst this condemmetion be heaped upon all of
the pastera?

L Ghird step, as dovelcpod by many men interested in
this worl, is that the pastor learn to play with hie young
pooples He should nover be so stiff as to stand on the
sido=lines when games are played nt the social patherings,
or, worse yet, to turn his face away in disgust. DIe the
gemes childish, neisey, or just plain "peppy", what is
zeeping Che pastor from jolning in? Is he afraid of felling
and hueting his dignitye If this is the case, ho can rost:
assurad that his dignity is of the fragils Iind, vhich
would not last toc long anywaye Or, 1s the pastor afreld
of causing some sort of offence? 1In a survey conducted by
the University of Californis, it was showm that the pastor
who took part, wholehoartedly, in the activitioes of his
youthh organizationg, was rewardod with the greatest mumber
of active members in his church, . lever, in our recolloc=-
tion of readings, has a pastor lost out by belng natural
and friendly with his young people.

Yos, a pastor must be in the closest possible relation-

ghip with his young people. As stated befors, 1f he will

18, flarner, Hovin Ce, Touth Work In The Church, p.110



not, the world will. Ye cannot help but azreo with
Dimocki® whon he states: "Saten is ﬁwaya on the lockeout
for thoso young people whose pastor 1a too busy or tco
stuffod=-shirted! for thems. Saten will be at leisurs and
wearing a sport chirt, walting with open arms.” Again, the
question, "iust this condemmation be heaped upen us?

There is, however, g_nother polnt vhich the pastor who
would help his youth should remember: he must be o good
listoner to cll, Fundamentally, this mmst be & charactere
istic of every man who would desire to help pecople. Unlaess
he can listen at tentively, patilently, and without commoent
for the time, his task will be hopeless. How con & man
know vhat tc¢ do to help, unless he listens to £ind ocut
whet 1-21 troubling the individual? ZEspecially is thie
abllity te listen a "mist"” for the pastor. He cannot
diagnoge a difficulty by probing this or that musecle, by
trying this or that experimont:._ iHe ums:b first listeng
only then can he go into action, IHany t_ima, the ymth
come toc a pastor who 1s known as thelr friend, with probe
lems '\-:hich may seem inconsoquentiel to the pastor-. How=-
aver, to the young person this matter 1s one of 7life and
denth.,” If they wers nct problems of this nature to them,
they would not bothor their pastore Therafors, the first
lesson Lo remember is: never laugh at the problems of the
youth, no mattsr how unimportant or childish thoy may

appear to you.

19. 92. E_ucg Pe 187




At all times let the pastor emphesize the fact that
the young person is to tell all his problems to him, for in
this mannor only cen he holp him, Therefore, one must
listen to all they have o say. At times they will seen
to get way off the line of thought on scme subject which
has bothered them, and now needs airing. OFf course, they
should not be permitted to vaste time with a multitude of
wordss Dut, like any good psychologist, one must be pro-
pared to lissen to everything thet troubles the young
person, end never must ho glve the idea that he ic be-
coninge bored or that he just dces not hove any mors time
to cpare for apparontly triviel mattors.

This geme edvice is given Lo pastors who wish to
deal wicoly ond helpfully with the service persomnel who
returne In the pamphlet In Attitudes jind Problems,29
special emphasis is given this very point of being a goed

istencre A warning is gilven: watch the way in which we
listen, do not be too disepproving nor teo indifferont.
Vheon reading this last statement, we mighit begin to think,
Wy that is exactly the manner in which I was told to deal
with my young peopleo.” Yas, the sewiee. men have not
changed as much as wo might imagine. Thoy are astill childe
ron of Cod who need rmidance and zbove £ll elss, a good,
piendly listenere This advice is so simple and because

20, "Federal Counocil of Churches of Chrlst in Amorica,
The Church and Returning Service Fersonncl” pamphlet
numbe:>» IV
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of ibts oimplicity, 1t 1s so oasy to overlook. iany things
can bhe sought and ave being sought as substitutes for thig
listener, but so fer, there are not oven reansocnable fooe
similies of 1%, MNothing will eveor takeo the place of the
pasitor vho hac a good ear fox hearing the problomsz of

the wouth, '

After the puroblems have beon sufflciently aired, it
wlll do the pastor nc geod whatsocsver, neither the young
pergon if he says, "That suraly is a difficult provlom.”
fdvice iz what was sought, not a repetition of whet the
young person alreandy knowuse Sympathy migshit bs neoded in
some fow caces, bul agein, sympathy will not solve the
problens Advice is what was soughte S%tock,2! when oute
1ining the manner 1ln which the pastor 1z te help the young
people, has this advice listod as the sceond most impore
tant requisite: "2A14 in facing the ethicol ond social
provloms of the immadiadte present and for fubture." This
objective prosupposes that the youth have a problem which
needs zolving and advice. Therefore, when dealing with
these young people, the pantor should bear in mind that
they discorn valuo in the practical side of life much more
raadily than in the spiritual. Ve do not wish to say that
the spiritual zide must be overlooked in favor of the
pz-nct_ical. that we moan to intimate is that precticabllity
of spiritual things rast be made more obvious. Unless we

21. ﬂ. clbey Pe 79



can Lring the 2ible "dawm $o earth®, the pacior will miss
the mazli of his calling. christ Jopus, the groat Teucher,
nevor neglectad the practicel side of 1ifee AlL lida
miracles end Tig peavsble stories ghow us thig. Why nob
follow Chrisils oxenple in this ling also?

If n special soclel Gifficulty avicos which might couse
the young seoprle to have doubts about thelr o wvay of life,
it will o no good vihatscover for the pastor o spond hip
tine in Galking about the life-to-come, wien this prozont
life ie what bothors tha young pecplo. "First got thax
Ghoough this 1ife gafe and healthy, and thon the life=to-
cone will come®, has boon thoe motto of many of the membars
of the Calvetion Arnye This far we cannot o, Dut, we
can cay that the life-here chonld bo brilt up on the seafe
folding of tha lifgeio-cone, Thus, a pood pastor will be
a procticel pastor, one who has lived with his paople and
geon Sholr neodsy one who can give tho advice of Sceripture
ags practliecally as 1t 1o stated thoereln,

Another objoeltive stated by Stoclk fo: "Weo must ereate
an indellicernt and acbive loyaliy to the Christian ideals,”
Can this be done in & batter menxer ithan by giving the
Chardiptian ideals thelr »ightful prectical bacikground? Ve
canniot ereete anybthing from nothing. Thot elone is Godls
work. Thepaefore, we must first have something on vhich to
build. Having laié the proper Christisn foundation in
pehool, in Diblo classon, amdd in Confirmation classes, plus
our rognier and spocial sermons, it will De an easy Ctack te
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malte cur Christian ideels practicel ways of living. Again
~we will state: bo & practical pastor. 'f
However, pll these foregoing things will prove to be |
wasted hirooth unless the pastor shows that he 1s genmuinely |
intorestod and deeply concerned with thoe youth of his chiurch, |
Pgul L. Nennonfeldt, Ne Dey has this to say reparding this
aspect of holping the youth, YIn ths spirit of Christ the
pastor will copen his heart, mind, and erme %o Lthe roturning
sorvice manes"22 There we have given the motivating powor
behind the paster'es action -~ Christs As Christ loved us,
es ig concern for us was gsincere to the point of death, so
should thoe pastor's corncern for the welfare of his young
necple be sincers. "I hope the pastor wen't gush all over
me, but I sure do hopo that ho takes time with me."23 Thia
iec the sentiment of o mon who kes had U.S5,0. zirls sorving
him, English lords and ladies walting on him, Now ho
depires his pastor to show roal concorn over him. His bedy
has been Galon care of3 his soul 1s thirstye Let us not
t“ry to eage o-a:fselvqs %nto thinking that the young poople
will not sece whether or not we are sincers In our concern.
Their vigion is sharp bacause of thoelr nced.
The concera which & pastor is eble to show his young
people will in itself prove to be the thing which creates

or strongthens thet lasting bond of friendship which every

H0e pDannenfieldd Poaul !.l.. OpDe Gitq Pe 6
23: Lotter ijm's{:t. Ce H.'ﬁ.. Tenmmoery 16, 1048
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pastor strives for with hig young poeoples A guostion asled
time and time opain Dy meny pastors 1gt low ocan I register
reul, aiveere concern? Tho simplest ancwer is: De sinccrel
Fothing is gquite as cincere and nothing will replastor ag

sincars a

&

sincerity itsolf. A trito ctatement perheps,
but 2 true ocnoe Thore 48 ne sonas trying to put on a show
of sincority wmlors therae i¢ gomething ef sincerity from
vhiech %o draw., If & plan wore required vhereby a pastor
wisht begln e choolh himself to dstormine AP he is aincero,
o only plan or table on whilch &o chock ig the face ond
the Teaction of the youny psople Fou are trrying tc holpe
Therg 1s ne bHottor metor of succass than the poople whan

you arg trying to help.




CHAPTER FOURs TREAT THENM WITH THE RESPECT
UE HUNAE PERSCEALITY

A quolation from a letter recelved from cne of ocur
service men will sorve to introduce this section, "iIlm
wondering whethey the pastor will show care and concern for
me, just because Itvo dono something over thers.s I'm an
individusl, snd I desiro to be troated as sush.'2% lvery
individual is a special personality who has to bhe treated
as en individualized porsonalitye. Vhat does this mean to
the pastor?

Vheon dealing with the yough of the congregaticn, the
paster must realize, and this right soon, thaet the young
people will expect a ©it of respoect.s They ars in that in-
haotween=are when people just do net mow how to treat them,
Therelore, the youth will feel that the pastor is the cne
who is capable of treating them as thoy feecl they should be
troated, and is willing to do so, They are no longer childe-
rcne Therofore, the pastor will, of necessity, not treat
them as he would children in thoe Confirmmation age level.
Ho mist treat them asz thovzh they were anove thelr actual
age level, say, as being in the upper teen sge. This has
nroven ta be & great peint when diseipline end work ave
ragquirad of them, Treating them as above thelr age, gives
them the foeling that their pastor thinks the:.ﬁ capable of
doing much nmore and baottor thinges than the world expects.
floedless to eay, this pays great dividends.

24, Ibid
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In The Adoloncont Porsonality®S the point is brought
Porward that the young people will respond ©o a greater

degree, if tho edults troat them ec being on a par with
themselvee in work ard in thinking things through. They
de not desire o be placed om the some level with the
adults in Sipgnity but they dec show srocter results when
they are cntrusted with certain dnties, This as werked
cut mermificently in all cur youth organizations., Just
let these young people do the work, and they will surprisse
vou as well ag thomasclves. .Theoy have the possibilitles
and potentielitiesPC A1l we have to give them 1s respeet
and the encourazerent to goe shead,

Hany people of this world will not fseel that it 1s
richt and propor to pive this rospoct to the youth, They
would prafer Lo kaeep thom snbtirely under their "expeorienced
thwb", pnevmitting the youth to do nothing unless under the
strictant povorning of tho adults. Howsver, if we doesire
én have these young peoplo grow into active, thinking
edulte, we must troat thom as people who have minds capable
of good thinking. ZIZspecially must the pasior net glve the
idea Lo the young people that they are IUCH in need of hias
grestor Imowledge r':mi experionco., ©hon ha desires to help
them, he mist let thom find their way in deuling with

chunah woplz, lever rust they e parrg:ltts.ad to feol thet

26, 53los, Peter, ODs tites De 76 . :
86, Ftock, Henry THoGRET, ope Clte, pe 53




they are just being told what to do, so they have 4o do it.
Lot them think thelr way throuch problems. If they are une
able to solve a difficult probles, they will be mora than
willing o come to their pastor and ask his advice, Thay
ara not easentinlly "thickehonded”., The averaze youn; Do
son will be more than willinz o admit whon ha is in nesd
of holp. imt, unless the pastor reapects Inman parscnality
in dealing with young people, they will naot ba willing to
come Yo him for anything.

Cur ex=ilarine says that Colonel Carlson would "aair !ﬁ.s
men for advice, would treat them ne egquals, wonld tallk to
‘ his men about overything, and ook us t¢ exprescs ocur o¥m
viows."27 Thig llarine wag only sixtesn yeers old ot the
fiime, Dut this did net hinder Colonel Carvlson,. le felt
that this man was cepable of thought, sincorzs and deep.
e folt that all his mon were well worth the respsct due
any and overy human poraonslity. If such thinge can be
done and are beingz done by the men in service, men whe have
the very lives of their men at stake, it certainly shounld
he peossible for the pastor to treat his young people in
the same manner when dealing in oarthly things. The youth
will not talze over the dutics of the pastor, if this is
the fear of the pastors of our daye Of convae, if the
pastor is incepable of coping with thege probloms, poX=

haps the vouth will have to grapple with thenm,

27. Arnold, Oven, gp. cita., De 47
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At no tims ghould the pastor telke Uo hlumseli duiles
whlch can just as ancily L done by the youth. When thsse
ﬁaﬁhaps gmall tssks ars taken from them, they cannot bmb
thinlk that the pastor feals that thay ave incepatle of
handling them, Op, perhaps the pastor fseln that they sre
aly sble e ¢o . tagk after ha hasz ocutlined 4t er tald
thes how 46 do it. Such an abbitale on the pactosts savt
ean bring about only ifndiffersnase cn tha part cf the young
poonlas boward dealiag with and thinking theough any noobe
leme, tnee thie mttitulds ia pormittad to prevail for any
ceeat leneth of tinme, Lhe youth will alevwly bub sarvoly
vandew awey from their church, Thus, again we will empha-
elize the Toct that tﬁo pagtor must Lrant the young macple

with ths raspect due humat norsonslity,



CHAPTER FIVEs HE MUST BE THE OUIDE TO A
GHIATER RELIGIOUS LIrS

This firvst part of thie theeis Lepgan wiith the asseriion
that tho pastor muet be the splritual haad of hia young
people, It 12 nseoscary Lo anlernge upon this topic o
11t%2a nmors,

To be a trae spiritual pulde to ¢ decper relizgious
1ifa, 1he pesior mmeb himesls be raliglous. I5 will co no
gecd 1 he is’ a hoppy=po-iluciky sort in 1ife, and then
netancrphoses himsel? when he entefs the pulplt. I the
nastor gannet, Yy his way of living, bo ths gulde %o this
precter religicua lifle, Lie cortalanly will nobt becoma tho
gunide by "mueh preaching.® The young pecople muat he made
to reallze that thourh thelir gpizitual 1ile must bezin at
Churaeh, 1t must continue throughout ths week, to bhoe ra-
vowold agaln the following Sundarys Hover muat the pastor
porait the idea that religion belonge in church anlz.
sharefors, we cay that cvovry pastor must Inclst upon &

i rouna-tio~-clocic, 'ai'.léilt]f—.:."i-'.l';'“:l ur religious life,” If
thia is lacgking in bhis t:nching,-yvauuhina, er lifa, he
han migsad his groat oculliug.

In instructing the yeoung pacple of his congrsgallon,
the pastor muat ever and again esmphsslze the great nesd of
a Doe altape This ig so vital a need snd is S0 greal an
pid to & piecher gpiritual 1ife, thait 1t must bo troated ss
a snaciel tepic. It will not suifice thnt the youang §eople

comn omly o chureh serviens and then pui thelr weliigion

A




away for the next six days. fHams iz whors the postor can
do the most guved toward pepfecting the raligious 1ile of
his yourng psople. Hero he must give a detailed cutline

as o how this family altar should e conductods. He must
not minea wvords, bt tell of the avils sonsected with only
¢ Dunday ealipion., After duly wemning the people, he must
then procoad Lo bBrain thoe: 1In the proper use of such gn
altar, ! must nover take anyiling for grunted. This

navies fao boen nanded Jdowi: Lhiroughiovt the ajes, but it

(¥
L
i
Loy
!:

vo woll Lo be told it aguine. an understanding of
tie bemefits derived from the family aléox, qsgmcial].;; of
how AV scnonlsz the fanlly Inte o solid, cnas-minded zroup,
ghuould e suificlient to launeh the progran of o femily
aliar iz avery hGud.

Cf course, it should go without saying, the se:mons
o gvery sastor should aravide guidence, axsmpler,; and alds
to attaining & deepar veligiove 1ile, In troating thess
various alids toward e abrengthensd roligions lire, the
vastor snould glways empansize ths positive side. s mast
alsvays be ready with construclive criticlau,.

n concluding this first pnrt, the writer desires to

eriphioaize ones more that we are te servo the spiritual useeds

of cur youny people; that we alone are fully sguipped o

carry this ezl be its groeaet conclusiony thet wa must go out

of gur woy Lo be of any help Lo young pedple; chat we must
Ve ready wilith an open sar ané warm heert to listen to =ll

the problams of the youthy tiat wa trsat the young pecple




with ronpect dun bBunan porscnality: and, finally, €hatc we

are to Ls the galdes LGoward e greater raligious life, Our

taair Ls greaty our revards hore fowy our glory in eternity
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AL1 &he work waleh tha pastor may do in dealing with
the youmg people will be brought to nsught, if the conpgrege=
tion ns a whole deos N0t enter Into the work wheleohaartedly.
ubet tho pastor has done can be vavy easily umione by backe
wanri, minsimiated, and unintarested zengregation mombosg,
Alone, the naetor ean Acoghpiiah 1lttlas: with the &id of
kis adult rembers, the pastor can work wordavrs, Thus,
after danlines with the wovl vhiech the pacstor must do vl
hlz gouvg peodls to kecoap tham 1n church and in Christ, it

iz neraconry thal we deal with the congragationts z7ole in

€

this same CoC-riven tuske

-
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CHAPTER OUE: THE COICGHREGATION ALONE I3 HROLDER OF
THE KEY TO REM, HAPPIRESS

-

Zwery oo is loocking for the pob of gelld st the and
of the painbove. 70 sioma, thie meane a godd tinsy te others,.
this meang uoneyy to still othars, this umcans hieslih, u
5o gll of then, it means heppiness., ovVery nan is lcciking
hapriness: witness our night elube, danc2 halls,
theaters, bHall parks, and the like, If thore 1s anythdng
wiochi eall unlversal 1t is he sealing aviow
aappinoecss Dspeclially ias this trues of the young people,
whey aro always on the logk=ouit for somd new way of gelLting
hapoiness. Jhey are always the fire:i Dy whom tha now is
tried. Deaping thia in nind, ths congregation's task

o8



ghould ko simple, We 20 not have to lock for a goal, M.neo‘
it is glven us by the young peopls thexcelvos.

Acain it will do s good to romembor that ths joye m
heoppinesr of this world are ahori-lived, For the timze
Seing the world's Joys are great end bemutiful, btut it does
nst tale long and they Degln te dim avd dfminish, thelpr
ateor fades and Gzsomog dull,s That thig 1z true we can
s¢e from the code of the Lpicursens which w®oadsy “Let vs
aat, drink, snd be mersy, for f;r-;am':-::m wa die Can anye
thing dascribe more gruphically the changsacisnsss of this
worid?e pleagures? For a time, tho world may have mach to
ol far, Lut in o time of erldais, the world iso at a loss as
e what to gervs up tc keep the younz poacple intorssted.
Jodey ospocinlly ip thig {ect brought homo to us, wheon wo
seo and hear of the great havee. thile presant conTlict hias
orcuzhit upon Europz and indirectly upen us here at home,
fesy we can say Shaet the worldé 1o about at its wit's end
te find vomething mow wlth whiich to bving happinses to
the yeung poaples Slnee the world has migecd 1te chencas
2 1Gg idess are all old and :-.E'sr-:'g:;%':‘:.‘!e, it is time fop
she Thupre® teo stop iz ané chow the young secple what

Idfe no lonzor is at a promive, This fact has given
Cabtan an opening into the field of giving happimess to
young pocples. It sppeanra that hie and his holpers aro nsver
6t @ loss as to what te bring to youths for "Thapsiness",

wiaich is foundad in end supported by sin. "Change ond




desay in all erscund I sce” wrote the bymnist, and he cop-
telinly Inew ahout wvhat he was writing. MNevor for o moment
ara wa to loas plipght of the fact Lhat the world 1s of only
shart Iu=ation and lts happiness of even shortor Jduratlon.
i lattars comiinue to cone homs frem the battle fronie of
the JMllan, we bagin Lo oo0 how retlly short this lil'e end
iga bhonmpineses ama, A souadron of B=-18's Gakes offT, a group
oF soven planesn, The man had jush’raﬁurne& oo boan,
wiare thay had boon havine a Y"gowd time". A=z this sguadron
rabumia, ane hophar overshonte the Mlold and the whole crew
2r 1aak. B 2heae mon.will nsver agnin have part in the
Jovn of thie world. Thely lifa and their happiness ars
nog at an sed, never again to bo taken up in the sane
manner in widch they were lived liore on earille

osza A% not aeen sbuenge that evoan the vest of peaople
Lere upcn earth nover scem %0 have bheir £ill of happi-
nasst They alwayzs ara on the gearch for more, liever can
taie vold be filled, Thia trmuth muet be brousht homs to
the yvunp people, befora they aave o loari 1t In the
gehool oFf 1if: ab the hands of taoe itcacher of expsrience.

Vhon anyoae makes o mistake in tho worldé, ne is at
ones comind .l.-;ﬂ fopr 1te leny Limes 3’1:13_ criticlan is not
Gz least DIT hwelpfal, but nons ths less it is given.
Usualliy it 1s siven withouvt diaervininesion, withoent mach
thousht on the why and the wvharofose. Xt ig thia ene fault

of the worid at lowse that causes many people to end 1% all

28« Lottor {ron Sgte Ue E. Wep, February 3, 1945
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in self-anniiiilation. Rathor than face the hearb-ronding,
ermel oriticlan of thoso who have had a measuve of succsss,
many pesople stay in the backpgrownd, do not try to got ahead,
cecane gelf-cenbteored and care litble sbout vhat is taliing
pleca ‘round aboutbt thsmsslves. Iowevar, young pscple are
far more koonly sensitive to criticlam thar their aldera.
If o young nman cannct come up Lo the standards set by others
in a2 eheson field, he inmmedliantely wants to gquit, wants to
got into sometldng elsc. Thers can he no happiness waere.
cliera ls endless criticlsu. '

It 1o for Chls very reason that the Army has given
speclal btosts e the now wmang, to determine in wvhat line
they can do” thsir haast worl The Arpy rvealizes Tull well
that eriticiam can break the uzl; argl desive of any :
Harner deslras to make much ¢l this criticism as a founds-
Licn upon whiehh the Church will be able to maks ita be=-
gimnings. Thile the world is criticizing openly, wantonly,
the Church cer bo sympathizing and comforting ths troubled,
vrongod person. Rether Cthan te follow eriticlism with sug-
gestiong for sslf-improvamant, the world weuld much rather
criticize nand thor leave the Individual to £y as bdest he
can 50 batber himself without ary further helpn. The werld
is go ruch interested in the community, that it very often
fouzats entiroly cbout &he individual that makes vp this
community. d
the world is interested only in the body of the

a
ividual gnd the materizal sidas of 1ifes altogether, 1t is
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no wender that the world is quick to eriticize and slow
with help and advice. This attitude will, of course, take
awvay much that might have brougnt happiness and joy to the
young people., If there is anything that young people can-
not stand, cannot take, it iz ceriticisn without any sipgn
of helping to improve thelr ways, correct their mistakes,
"I Imow when I moke a mistake. That you do not have to tell
me, Tell me how to correct this error."29 Thus writes a
service man who did make mistakes, even as all of us do.
The meore repatition and recitation of the mistake will not
holp. The mistelze is usnally admittedly seen and aclimow-
ledged by any thinking young person., Correction is vhat
he seeks, not condemnation. The world will condemni it
is up to the Church to corract and change the youth,

The only reason why the Christian congregation is able
to correct these young people and thus to-giva them the
ke;-kn suceonas and happiness is bacouse Holy Scripture is
the hagls for the Churchifs whole plan of help and ccrrsce
tion, "honover the congregation turns from this true cor-
rective, its cause 1s as hopoless as the cause of the
world. Uhile the world can give only a passing happiness,
the congregation through and in Holy Scripture con give
the happiness which lasts forever, which will never change;
vhich will never dscay. The congregation throuvgh the Word

is able to dispense life sternal, won by Christ through

29, Lettor from Pfce Re Loy llarch 9, 1945




hils suifering cnd death for all mankind, Thie is the real
cource of all happinass. Cnce the individuel young person
is nzade avare of and gure of hia eternal life, hig life

here on scarth will be heppy, ko will have found the essence

Soavicr Jesus Christ. ohpist is

&

of &1l true happinass - hi
long~-guifoving, lic deces not critisize im .ad:.ai'ﬂil'f, Andige-
criyinetaly, Vhen Chrlst doos critisize, He alsoe rives uy
a way in which to improve curselves., Theone Tackz will sit
vall with any and every young parson.

ren the Lroubleg of this 1life hagin to waigh too heavily
nnem the sheuldsrg of the young people, they like £o gee how
othara have fared, Here gzaln the Christian agragation
finds ib%a power, for hers Chrlst and iis exomplary life can
be shown profitabdly. Hls way of living will »rove to be a
vastser: for the youny aople,s Tima, once again, Holy ';.'-crip-

ture comas o the aid of the congregmution in giviwng haopiness

é

and hope to the young pecple who ars sc much in nood of

Lhon Loday.
"I suve do wish that ocur Chaplain would preacch the Jog=
nel,™ Tieae vords were cvorhaard on the strcel cne daye A
yvoune gsailonr was lizing to 2lsg friend. Thsy had boon cdig-
cussine vepsious aspecks of life, witen the friend asked if
tho sailor was happy, really happy. After a moments haslita-
ion, tha sailor replied that he suessed hs wos, Bubt, he
did say that he had ?ﬁzmzv problema which the othor fellcws
laughed at; thet he thovght many times that he was hapuy,

ﬂ
but that it always seaneé to 2lip away. It was then that



the words recorded in _tha Pirst sentonce were spoken,

hen asked what he moant, he continuode "“In the Bible,

I road of Jesus Chrict. e sure had a tough life. IHe
couldn't have heen very happys Yob, He made a lot of
other people happye I always feel so rmuch better wvhoen I
road or hoar about Mim, Ie always gives me scomething which
raclly maltos me happy, which never sooms tc; go awey.e"S0
This saijlor had learned the source and dynemo of roal
happinesses He had learned, as many youngs pecpleo ars learn-
ing today, that tho world has 1ittle to offer that counts
or laste longe This is the key to the hearis of the young
people which the congregation now hes. A1) it has to do
is take the key, insert it.into the »usted looks of the
troubled hearts of the young people, and turu.

%50. Conversation heard while weiting for a bus at
Cleyton and Big Bend, Clayton, Missouri, January 29, 1945
2 Palle



CHAPZER TWOt THE CCHCRECGATICH HAS CLOSE
CONTACT WITH THE YOUZTH

Thougx the young people will be vitally intercsted in
what Che world has to offsr, yet they are preally not an ine-
tegral part of the world.,. In the world, the adult rules
with an iron hand and will, This is not what the youmg
Dagple are looiking for. 'Thay desire cn opportunity to show
vizat they can de or have dene. Howavar, the world does not
not dasldre to have thern edvance thenaslven, wenld rather
teop them under the adult thumb, would have thom guathor ex-
porienen Tirste Onee sgoeln the deor ic loft wide opon “for
the Church, Vhersan the young pecple have Lo zrow into
the world, they are alvcady in the Church. '

The day on which tha young baby is bavstized by the
pastor, that child becomes a membor of the Chwrchs Throughe
out its young life, 1t is pgrowing up within the church and
thoe congregetional life. Therefore, it ia taken for granted
that the young person is part of the congregatione This
fact places a challenge beforae the adult membership, It is
at this point that the-pastor should instruct his members
ag to the proper treatment of these young pooples It is
at this point in their developement that they can oither

be pgained or lost to the churche, They have becomo used to

‘ going to church services, taking part in the smaller

activitiss of the congregation, If now, vhen they are
ready o breaden out irto the greator activiiies of the

crgregation, the congrogation does not permit then to do

40



80, or discourapges them instead of encouraging them, they
have lost the fight against the world.

It is for this reason that Stock sayss "A most recosse
ary objective of the congregation over against its young
people is to help them enlarge their small circle of con=
finement,"3l Up to this point in their lives, the young
people were content to remain in the small inner circle
of the family. HNow, however, along with their physical
as well as mental growth, the young people want to make
use of that which they have acqpiréd. It 1= now or never,
as far as the congregation is concerned. They must take
the advants; e offered them-new.

Only once in the entire bibliography gppenﬁed to this
thesis is thore a reference to young people leaving their
church after having been given a chance teo show what they
can do, They are ard desire to remein members of thia
church, In the letters which we have received from service
men and women, there is cne predominant note: let me back
into the church and the congregational activities where
I have left off.52 In every instance, they want %o return,
not as some one who has done sonething extraordinary, but
as one who has been away from the congregsstion for some
time, has changed very little, and wovld now like very much
to pick up where he had left off, A word of warning is

Sle Steek, Eenry Thohas, o Citey; Po 73
32, Letter from Pfc. e ., January 31, 1945 end letter
fron Sgte UeEeWey, January 24, 1945



hare in placeo whon we think of the returning men who has
lost part of his members, In the pamphletb Delcaming the
Younded,9S this advice is given. NMake sure thet you
greet the man, not the wournd. Vhat he has left on the
battle ficld or in the hogpital dose him no good now and
he knowa 1te The soonor that we togin to vealize the same
faot, the sooner we »11l b resdy to give him back his
taslk, ¢f vhich he is so much in nesd upon his return.

The chences are very groeat, that, when we are dealing
with the rsturning service persor_mcl. we will be tho ones
who heve chanpede We micht have welcomed the young people
before thay entored the sorvice, but now we may be "too
cool and formal and porfunctory in our ministry to thelr
life in God."54 Uhile we are trying to think of things
vhich we can do for thom, wo are forgetting cntirely
that they too are mombers of the congregation and as such
are desiring to bhe given somsthing to de for the
t'.'.t.'r.."sg;.':'os5:.'.'1.'F:.ﬂ.1'.=.'t'!-:55

In dealing with the young pecple we cannot overlcok
tha fact that they have an ovor-gbundence of intellect and
energye Lt is therafore, the duty of the congregation to
"aorpelate this intallect and snergy's6 and to put it to

work in the ome and only nlace whore the yocung people fecl

33, Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Ameriea,
Ope cit., pauphlet number Vi.

4, vhen The Uniforms Are Pub Aw Pe S
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86. ftock, Henry Thomas, ODe gite, Pe 73
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at home - the congregation. The young peocple ers part of
the conpgrogation and as such degire a part in 1ts activities.

In all soclal life, the younsg »eople always follow,
willingly or unwillingly, the example set by their elders,
Thus the little babe learna to walk by watching its mother
walk about the houses thus the sixeyearwcld swings his
first bat by watching his older brother or hin father
awings Throurhout 1ife this is a fact vhich is taken for
rranteds %We can now state that this is flso a fact when
doaling with the young people in the congregntion. They
will follew the examples seb by the older nembers of the
congracation. IHers aprain 2 challenge is handad out %o
the congregaticn. Since the young paople desire to siay
in and with the church, and since they will unconsciously,
at times peorhaps, Tollow the example of the adults, the
adult membership has a chance to prepare for the futura
of their church,

It is for thig reason that forglveness, beinc acngie-
tive tec other people's needs, magnanimity, and Christian
courare rust be prasticed by the membership as a whole.
Those four charactevistiass of every Christian we definitely
dosire to foster in the younc people. Vords, again, will
not bhe sble te do the task alone. Fxample in deeds _.-mst
show the young people first how to acouire these traits and
then how to put them into vractice. At no other time of
thelr ii-:c: cre tho young necple as open to sugmestion as

this period, A ghort timc later on they will be get in




, their ways. If thoy Lwve witnessed the men of the ccngregae

tion beconing anpry over mny 1litile trifle,Y7 shey will
fosl that thic is the manly thing to do, ond will follow
cult, thusz setting the pattern ‘“or thelr fubture life. It
is for this reason that the congregation muat alwoys be om
thelr puerd nover to set a wrong example, bheawing in mind
that they themselvez are sotiing the oxample for future
generctions.

in this respech, ovory congrogation member st really

practice: Think beforo you spezl; think bofors you set;

thinic before you thinkl If this ware to be pub into effect,

tho wizele church would conotuntly bs proparing overy young
porson In it for an aotive Christian life in his congregae
Siome. ¢ matber what the topic aight be or the situation,
the young peopls will wanl, yos, naad; these exnmsples acw
cording to ub.i.ch they can ontline tholr ovm lives and
A0TLONY. '

Jhan the men return from service, they willl have bee
com2 bebiar aquipped o think and Ho do. Thay will have
been following the sxemples of won whe wove viitally ine-
terested in thaelpr wollbeing, who set them oxamplaes which
were good Lo thelr 1ife, Thouph theo Amorican soldier is
treined o act oz on individual when necazzary, he still
has to learn to follow the oxample and training of his
officors. They are 20l Gaught to think everything through
bt to follow whaet thoy have been tauzht. Ve must, there-

S7. Ligon, Ernest il,, Their Puturo Is low, pe. 248
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fore, take to heart the Scripture trth: "I am my brothen'g

keeper", and thms must try our feeble bast to help thosa
men out, to set an example for them which is not only good
but also sonds out & challenge to thom t0 TollowesS

With many men who roturn, 1t will not be & mattor of
making up for logt time, but a matter of making a re-
Goubled affort for the future.d? If the congregation will
hear this in mind, it will understand their unigue pesition,
If it but sets the pattern, the examle, the returning ser-
vice personnel will bend evory eiffort to zet in line, put
his shoulders to the wheel, and work side by‘ side with the
men who sete a good example for him, :

In this manner will the congrepation kesp in touch
with ite young people, for it alone has the. opportunities
t0 do 5oe In 2ll its dealings 1t should always kesp the
young pocple in mind, iteeping them in touch with vihat-
ever la being dene by the congregation as such, Let it
show the young people that 1t ig interested in them and
thoy will reciprocate with en unbounded energy, waiting
0 be harnessed by the right example.40 Again, a word
of warnings if the Christian and his congregation do not

take the young people in, Satan and the world wille

38, When The Uniforms Aro Put Awaye D. 16
30, LOGTOr Tron unte Ue Le ‘es ?e%ma:'y 16, 1943
40, Doll, Howard ., Youth Tell Their Story, pe 85




CTIAPTFR THRER¢ THT CORGRREGATICON CAN OGIVE
HEEDED ENCOURAGEMENT
Tho ficat chgpter of this second part bogan with e
discusgion on hiow the world has lost nmany adhoronts becauss

of its huveh, guicl, non=correotive cviticiom. 1t was slgo

mentloned that this fact opens e dcor Cor the Chmroel.
Hovever, the Church too, espsclally tho adult membewship,
ruet take heood lest it falls into the samoe cendemmation
and begins Lo lese menbers among the young poopies Thus,

L
te Dogin this chaepler, lot it again he orphasized: do not

be too eritical at first of youth cchileveononts,
I al)l of us wor? bto bear in aind that we, too, had
first to leavn how to 4o e thing bofore it waz a success, -

ve mirht not be so ready to criticizs the foebles, nerheps

reulty, otitempte of the young paople te do sometining worths
vhilos We all had to start, Liks all young paopls, most
11k51y cup young pecple will sst a goel which is rmeh %oo
Wigh for their om capablilitiase 3Dut; the right thing tso
do would not s to boar down thelr goazl, Let them ghoot
hish. It 1= rot alwoys beat 5 achieve eacily the goal

ons hes get for himeclfs On the other hard, vhorn the goal
i=s rot =et, be not the flrst to eriticize, unloess you can

h correct the mistake. ' Agaln, if eonstructive criticism

S

you ecanaot pive, give no eriticlsm whatsoevar.

Livk cannct help bubt say time andé time azain thet 1T 4
is abasclutely ncceesary for the adult mowbership of a .i

16
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congrogation to encourage the youth. He feecls that en=
couragement is worth a lot more than actual help of some
kind. Anyone who has spent any amount of time with children
of eny age, Imows full well that they do not like teo be
helped, Z=Even the tiny tot in school would sooner make a
mogse of his drawing, rathor than have tecacher come over to
ghow hinm how, or, worse yot, do it for him., This latte-r
stateroent is ineluded in poor pedagoirye

then mistakes are made, end they will be made, it will
do no good to shake your hoad and show by overy motion that
you think their cause is a hopeless one., If anything, this
will discourage the young poople and will malke them quitters,
thoge who never can and never will roally accomplish a task.
If this is the cass in your owm congrepgation, first take a
loolkk at your owm attitude ever against the plans and pro-
joets of the young people, and then Judga’. As Tdckerson
says: "lany young poople are made to believe that they rmust
work and can only work when shown how by some cutmoded
adult, who feels he knows it all, not reslizing that he
himgelf had e learn by doing, not by being shown how,"4L

'F:ve:-y one likes to feel a slap of approval on his back
cnce in a vhile. Yos, and this includes tho young people.
If their pleay was a rousing sucaens, do not be afraid of
swellod heads and buttonless vests, if o bl of praiso iag
given, if a project of publicity was insugurated by the
young people, do not spread your own glcom about by saying

41, Dickorsony, ROY Zep ODe clies De 18
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that it is e Casl: which ip too groab, that it will not
bring in any results. Uhat can you hope to do by this?
inless you can be of help end assistance, the suggestion
is in order that you stay out of and kesy out of the way
of the youth who are working for the kingdom of Gode IS
has been said that tho only person in the congregation who
will discourage a young peoplets program is one who has
made a mess out of his own 1ife,.42 The young people have
an almost endloeocs atream of enorgy for work, Lot them
make use of 1% in their churche Be their guide and thein
positive critisizer, 'hon somathing gees wrong, when the
sconery rosfuses to stand straight, or the cholr mombers
commot gob to a given spot at that certain time, be the
one who says: "tho said it cennot be donel”

then dealing with these young people, it night de
well for the congregetion eas such to adopt the motto of
one of our ovm penerals of the liarine Corps, He has said:
"The difficult we do meuately; the impoasible takes a
1ittle longer,” If we, the adult membenchip, have this
attitude, never will the young peoplae taste dliscouragement
in anything vhich they underiake for the Church,

It is our duty to inatill in these young people a
Christian courage which is able to fight on against the
severeat testse It is the yosung person who likes to hold
un an ideal, Ye have one of the most courageous idgels

42. Boaver, A. We, Putting The Church On A Tull Time
Desise pe 302
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in the werld « Josus Christ. ™o atood np and fought fo;- e 1|
owm In the face of ingsyitable arrost, tortupe; end e‘::acu-
tion for what Heo helioved to be right43 Ye i1a the ‘me who
can and will pive the needed encourvarements Ho 1o the One
who is nevor criticel, but is slways ready and willing to
glve the yoemith another chance at lifee :

But what of the veturnins service man in this light?
Ils is tha ono who naeds encouragomsnt, not sympathys; he
needs some ana te push him on, not welgh him dowm, It ias

for this raason that we must remembor, vhen dealing with

thess men, that they are, in and of themselves, capable 1
of asolving problems.44¢ Hony eivilians seem to think that
the gorvien man has lost all hiag povars of reascning, and
that he must thevefors ho trented as an infent, This

treatmant is the proatost discouragement that can coma to
hime He will bo learning how to use new limbs, learning

thet thers are limitatlions. The worat thing we car do is

to show by oun netiona how sorry we ara for him, try to
help him physically. All he needs and desires is mental
ond enivituel aid, The vest will core with practice.

“hen ho robturmne, give him sowmething to do, csomothing which
will meke him sweat, think, work, toil., Ie will thank you

for it, Dre Villiam B, Purh tolls us o "halp tho man

45 Lipon, Ermost ey Ope Cites Pe 248 (b)
2%y Fodowal fomeil of (IniToRas of Cheist In Anerics,
One Glte, 'Valooming the iounded®, Humbey VIIZ




help hinec1r"45 Thg soomow the man reslizos that he is
&gedn on his own, he will, es 1% were, "take the Ll by
"the howna® and hang On. |

Througheout thels meconversicn to civilian livins snd
1ife, sorvice mon will be etrange, afrald. Horsz is vhorve
the concrocatlon comos 4n, Show Ghem that thoy are being
afraid of thom=elves only and not of the world. Cive them
a task, nrafarabdbly o very éifficult one, and thon lot them

work it ot an {far as they can go without any help. As

mictakas come up and they ask for helpn, give 1t freely

ﬁ without eriticish. But never do the work Tor them. Of
coursa, thelir work will be slow, painful, and very much
wronr okt first, nb, with a little encouragoment, a litile
prodding, and mch prayor, thoy will coms out on top and
thanlz you for boing n0o interested and ao helpful,

One of the pgroatost mlistalos and unpardionabla erprors
mony consrerntions make in genoral ia that they adopt a
heanti fully plammed program, but eliminate the partieclpa-
tion of the vounge peopla. e say unpardonable, becsuse 1t
inveriably leada to an exedus on the npart of the young
paople to a gsroup which will Gake tham into its plans and
progrnmise  Wo heve atated befors that t:rm yomng psople are
a park of the sconprogation. As such, they too should have
the ripht and privilege of teking en active part in whate

even the cengresatisn has plasned. lany other congrogations

45, Ibid, “iIn Attitudes and Probleoms”, lNumber III




mako a risotaks by ziving Hhede yeung paoplo a part and share

in thelr plans, bat they malke suve that the young psople will

gt only that sharo which no one else wonld ecare Lo handle,
or which will mean wvory 1ittlo eithor $o tho congrogation
or the young people, This decepiion iz just as bad es an
oubwranrd elimination of tho young paovples

. Hox ecan the young pecple be draw: in? There ave many
pPlans in which the young psople arc mnde te foel that they
teo belong to the vislble church of Chwrint.

Stoek seyelf that he saw this plen worksd out boeuti-
Molly In one eomgrepation, © The young pecplo, for exemple,
wore nluaced on o wsleomding comilttee, It was their duty,
at avery zervice, to seck osut strangers, engage thom in
convaraaticn, find out thelir church affillation AL rm:i';
tale tholw napes and eddvesses 1F they reowad willing, end
then report to thelr pastor, A1l the young peoplec tool
turng In serving on this camittes. Thoy were deing the
conrrerationts works Therefore, this young pecplo's group
grew to 247 ronbars.

iriothaer pncbnr47 hae thic plene Hig young people
have Tesper Corvices, sponscred by amd for the young pocple
of the eommmity. The pastor hea 1ittle te do with the
plen. The voung paople faoel that by doing thls 1ittlo task
they ave helping to foster the aissionary cpirit in the

eongregation,

464 Stoclk, Henry Thomns, 0pe Cile, Pe 183
4‘?: Kuﬂ:h: Karl, Pnator: Grace 'tu%hamn Church, 3117
Ste Louis Avce, Sbe Louls, Hissouri




To hring this up to date, our Lutharan Chuﬁch hasg ine
augurated a cpecial Peace Thankoffaring Offering. The
monlen gathersd thus ars to be uwsed for futura church ac~
tivity in the post-war world. Should thils projsct be kapt
plth the ~dulte only? Are not the young pecple to profit
from this nobls tagh? Uhy not pormit, yes, encourage them
0 takeo an actlve pert ln this work. Maost yeung peopls
sre more acsressive than the older folks. They have uore
fortituda for docr-slommings. Thelr ensrgy is boundless,
Why net get thom to help in this drive? Ths whole con=-
grogatlon is to take an active part in this work, and ths
young people are an Intogral part of tho congregation,
Then the »lons of the individual congregaticon are bdeling
mads, why not ecall in a »spreseotative of {he youtlh ore
canizationg? DPerhaps they Loo have some good ideas which
might help to gather in ths monies,

The young people will bs of vital help te the pastor
in his ministration to those of the congregation whe mmst
Da visited. The young people can De sent as special an=
beseadoras of the congregetion, When canvess work mst be
done, why not peruit the young pscple to go out to win
souls? Ie this not their Christisn duty and privilege?

e might say thet no mattor what the plans mey be, the
young people should be gilven a specific task to perform,
one which will permit them bte show their training, thelr

thinking processes.




Horo apain a warning mmat be sounded vhen deesling with
ths roturned sorvice men. Neny pastors have boen heard to
state thet he would not pormit this or that man on this
board, boeause he was in service, because he is no longen
tho polished sentleman he hed heen, bzeause he hus seen too
mach blood and deaths Is this how wo are going to treat
our veiturming service personnsl? The exe-liaprine quoted bee-
foro tolls us that upon his r»eturn, he was not permitted
to live normelly, bzcause he had killed, I:nd hated, had
suffored, had chongede%® This same thing is being lived
over and ovor again by service men who have vetuz-n.ed to
2 sane, saf'e, end proprossive elvilian 1ife, How can the
gervice man roconvert himgself to his former self, if the
chureh refuses to permit him to take an active part in
thege things which he had slways had & heand in bofore? If
thic iz tho case, we should not stop to wonder but simdder
at the thought of what the outcome will bs.

These rotumed ron are men, Christisn men who have re=
turmed from death 0 life. They have road, perhaps dreoamed,
of what they were going to do when thay would have returned
to their congrepgetions, Vhat missionary opportunities they
ware going to Lring back homel Vhen they arrivas, they aro
treated as lepers - only to be pitied, whon ell they want
is gomething te do for thelir conprogation and Christ.

Thesos are tho mon whe should find a place on school Doards,

48, Arnold, Oren, ODe Cit., Pe 16



for tholr sducation and lins of thought havs boen broadened.
They chould be found on evary beard of Tlders, for they
have folt the noed of a semgecrated, ¢hristian Chaplain and
Imow hic worth, Includo these men vhen planming the future
of your conprzgation.

If o purposs ig cought for thie kind of work, it can
be stated as follows: get the young people to participate
more ectively than just "on cundays®™,; so eventually they
will ba able to A¢ more for the Churcl®? This iatt!.ms the
gyoung pecple in on nlang and progrems 18 Just a safezuard
for the future, plus an sducational ingtitution for the
rrosent.

But, we must never feol that jJjuat giving the youth
sorathins to do will Steke care of thoms Thoy ara not to
be workers only, for Cod hos ondowed them with e mind Coo,
ene whizch iz active and very gonsd. Thay want to make use
of this mind for thalr church. Therafore, permit, yes
agaln, aneouwmape tham to-talke part in the laying of the
plons and work on Jeint committoes. Again, o work cf
wvarning. We do not mean to say that they should be pere
mittsd a neat on all comnittoas, bub there ave somo in
which the young pecple net only should be in attendanacs
tut must ba in ettenddnco.

Arlitt would hove uas understand that the young people

ara more than cepabdbls of working and thinking along with

49. Totior from Oghe Ce Fe We, January 24, 1845
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and at tines far beyond? tha adrlis of a group. If this ig
in any measurs true, why not naks use of the sborehouso of
newr ldeas, new energlies, new encouragemant? The roung
pscple are ready, willing, and, according to all bocks on
this gubject, chle to werk out with the edults, MNany con=
gresotions havae found this to he a fact, and have insilsted
that certnin committeos Include mombers Trom the young
people, :

Cermittess on vhlch ths young poopls could serve ars
numerous, There ars a fow, howsver, which should be mene
tioned here, The first is, of course, say commibtse which
hae oamything to do with eﬁtnrtairtnﬁt of any scrt, wvhich
is to take into aceount the whole ccn{ reratlicn, Not only
ars2 the voung peodle aso close o 1life atill, tmt they also
Ineow what conctitutes real entsrtainmoent, They have a
variety of 1daas on tha subject, not to manticn many books
of worth., Thoy will nlan far in advance for a comingz nlc=
nic or the liks, They will be mors aggressivs in gatting

othepy naonle to =articipate In the gamen of the day.

A sarond comalititae on which the young neople shiould
£ind a placae iz Sunday achool work, Ve mean lhiers the
Sundawy Schnol as A whale, We are not chocsing certalin
ssnaects of the worlz in the Sunday School, bui what we wish
to sar 4s that the young people should be glven a voics

n avapr and all plans vhich are laid for the Sunday School.

Inhey have just left the Sundey Sehoel., Theis awm pDorsonal



feelings will bhe voiced end acted upon. Yes, they know
vhat ia nosded and desired in the Sunday School o3 such,

In addition to belong the teachers of the Sunday School they
should also be on the hoard of contrcl of the Sunday schoole
Again, not that they are to bae alone; thay should be under
the sunsrvigion of some enlipghteonsd adult who nows and
leves the young paonla,

Thirdly, the younz people should always, yes, must
alwavs ba found on any committee which deals with mission
werk, s havo stressed hefore that the young p2ople will
want this kind of work and that thoy are fltted for 1it,

Any congrezation that Aoss not taks 1ts young pcople into
acecunt when sneaking of and plenning for a =pecial ¥ission
sewvica, has migsed its calling entirely. Young people are
vitally interested in other peopls to wheﬁ they cen go with
the mossage of Chrlet.50 Ths younz person has not bemm

to thinlk of himself, or his own famlily circle toc rmuch as
vet, sc he will be more than willing to ssrve on any com=
mittee which denls with any phase of llsslon work. 1In the
vouth the spirit of adventurs is still strong end will
ranifest iteelf in polnpg about the nsighborhood atiompting
to win souls for Christ.51 Any congrepation which is fore
turate enough to have men vho know this trait of the youth,

will find iteelf growing with leapas and bounds.

49, Letter Irom B&'-,t. Ue Ha TVas JEuluRl‘.‘f 21' 1545
50. Blas, Petor, op. cite, pe 107
Sl. Ligon, Zrnest L, Op. Cit., pP. 274
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Especially should the young roturning servico man be
given tho opportunity to sorvo on theso commiiteos. The man
who has s-on any kind of sorvice is vitally interested in
the next person.52 This tralt can he made use of by almost
every commititec in tho consregation. The w»eiurning sarvice
men is vitally intevrested in his chureh, though it is in a
vory practical way, The plant of the church, the earihly
vesseagsions of the chuweh are things in vhieck he 1z intere
egted, ™ He has bacome, hesause of necensify, o Vvary prac-
tical individuel in 1ife, planning how hest to live, to
survive, to pain the minor comiorts of 1ife, Thgae thingse
have left a —arked affect upon bim vhich the congregetion
can nake use of in plazing him on financial corrmittees,
bullding committees, andi the like. 0ive him a task which
e can do with his hande and he will de hapnve

Vhen plans are ba.tnE-: laid for the extension off the
church in a pronerty transaction, put that young service
man on that committes, He hasg learned the trme value of
thingas; he has reslized the great neod of modern oguinnent.
This is the man vho will £ind the wny in which o bring
this thing about. His ection will mean much for the vost
of the congregation, for in seeing him wori .r_o:- the chuwrch,
whick, in mony cases, has done little Tor him, they will
e stiveed up to actlion of the greatest kind, His oxample
will be s ehallonge to all the members, be they young or
old.

52, Poot, Fmily, When He Returns, pe 7
35: I.e!:m;r from’?'*"..o. He Bep sEnuary 31, 1945
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Thus, when plasaing arything, give the young pecple and
the returned ssrvice man an opportunit vy to volez his ovinion.
Agein we will zay, "they ave an integral part of the con-
gregation, that part vhich is bulldinc for the future, plan=-

ulng for a 'bilgrar and bhatter church o do the work of

nevapy an adult mesrbsr saes the young psople at work,
he should be in sympathetie haemeny with him, for the young

pers 1 ile most lllkely doing tho same thing, making the

idsntical miztakes whiech the aduld made when ke was "Just
a young person,” Thus the adult mewber is =ble o relive,
theouph the presont exporionces of tho young poopls, those
fond meneries of his owm youbth., Yas, the adult can beccme
young once egain, Any adult who bears in mind that he teo
was young at one time, will be vory sure that ke treats
the young people with mnderstanding and sympathy. He
wlll not ba the fieat to judpre, to avitlcize the mlsteakes
of the young necpla. He will always bhe roady and able to
Ziva help, enconraranent whenever these aro needad.

nove all else, the adult will try hic best Yo see

to it that the young psople ara piven a chance to show
‘ghab hey Loo are menmbars of the church, that they too

ara capabls of doing varlous tasks Sueh an adult will
try Lo Pind worthwhile tasks for vhich the young people
cmn worl, Te will preve te be the one who will be at the

vouns pacples?! side vhenever a special project is set up



by and for Shome Hie werk will be wndying for tho youth,
Hig interest wiil be the youug peoplina! intencsh; hds doe
alves will be fommmlated by wiwat the young pa2opls .need
and desalira., Thmua, he will ba veliving a2ll the pungent
nenmorios and ;Pymua Glmes of his owm 1lifo =sa o young
porgon,

Dgpaeially will such an aduit momber ha of unestimable
ald and assistanee when those men ratwrn Cron sarvies,
Thay will want teo Sallk at timoes and at othar times silonce
iz goldon,? The rushing synpathy will not bs requirad
bul the quiet menner of Cupist will be desply appreciated.
In this reapeci no on2 else will be abls te do the Leglk
proporly, except the san who is in deep and sympathetis
hameony with the returned man. Hore egain, mony of the
adults will be veliving their own oxperiscnces after the
last Tonld iavr, Howsver, and here is whoro weal, trus,
desp cympathy will onter in, such en adnlt will not "pump”
the sepvice man for all the lurid, bleody details, bt will
listen whon the sorvice men hag senabhing to say, will
liaton without comment and without aidding 2 few thinga
which happened tn himgelf in the last war. As when doaling
with the young pocple, interest is & definite "muet" when
trenting the reburned sorvice men, Hever mst be be mede
to feol that he is now & strangor, an ontsider, yeos, a

caatawiy. Thie wav done o gsome cxtent after the last

Dde Fodersl (cunclil of Churches of Christ in Amarica,
ODe clite, Mumber IIT



war, and wo hore the consequences of crime, gin, lust, and
gread wlich Imew no bounds,

Thews ie yet one more item wiich every adult momber
gheuld he anve 0 reronmbsr vhen dealing with the young
paople of Tis congrapntion: the young pecpla are the future
of tha chureh, This has been said hefore, this will be
821ld apalin, As trlite o= this statemenrt 4s, 1t is also
true, Any conprepgrtion uhich will not talze steps teo ine
sune the security of the young people in its midnt, iz
alac not Imguring the futuve of ite eongragation. Th
clder mamhers will not live on fosever, Vhen they are
dend end sove, theps rmst be o praparsd youth to take over
the tagk which hag hoen 50 nodly hegun by the older membors.
Goo? wopl: dome for o Sime will not last fovever; it mat
aves boe ronewsd, revitaiized, The only onee who ere in
1ine to toke up this work are the jouth of the church.

Tt is Tor thie vomson that we, oz =2 Chareh, have laid
such p heavy omphasis :v:;?t:;*_ proper treirning of the youth in
gchool and in Confirmetion elass, Bubt this canrct stop
here, Thus, w2 have ztreseed that the young pecple should
elun he Seren dnto confidence in shetevsr type of work the
eonpregatlion is undertaling. The youth will lsern much
monre by ohsanyation and doinz than by recding. If they
ars pamaitted to o-parience the work ar theyr will have to
do in their futurce years, they will be more apt te cops

with ithe mane spoblems which confpont evewr conerogotions



Thus they should and raist be troained. If they are unable
to tole over the work as laft by the older members of the
congrogrtion, that congragation is head=ad r;:u- a def'inite
f2ll end corplote emnihilstion, (nes o congregation has
fellan into chane, 1% 13 a difficult problem indead to pick
1t wp and start it all over agsine.

Chriat set the axample fopr us, when e trained iHis
disciplas for thoir taslk in lifo. Ho tock time to explain
thinzs timo ond time again. THe rebuked thz disciples when
this vms nocesaary; He complimented them whan thelr werk
was well done, DBut not once do we raad that Christ left
anythins wnsaeld or undone which mighkt injore tho future of
the Church. Me was slways aware of the faet that some cne
alse would have to continuve the tasik le had Logun,  Here
too we can learn of Chriat, to '-_..-zve;:m:*e properly our own
youth in the way in which thoy are to go.

We alee wich $o prepare for the fubure of the Thurch
in setting exemples for our youth. T™e examplaes we sat
now for them will be tlio examples thay will sei for future
members of the congrepsation. THeve again we are shaping
the future of the church. This taglk iz ziven to us; to
insure the futurs church of capable, able, and willing
workers, Vorksrs they must be vho will not de afreid,
who will not shinrk theldr task, who will work and die for
Christ oand Hian Church,

&%

Dub wiat of tue returning sorvice man and the fTuiture

of the Chuprash? The same thing holds here as with the youth




in genoral. If wo properly, warmly welcoms the service man
back, we will bo laying the groundworl for a solid, lanting
future for our Church, Any men vho has boon gone for guite
somo time, wolcomed back homo, is alwuays thoe bottor man for
his oxpericneo.5% "Let the service man start from where he
left off befowe poing into pervice, just as if he was nover
gone."80 This is the asdvice of e man who ic now in servica,
o wants to feol that he has never reslly bDoen geparated
from his chuprch, snd thevefore the future of his church is
his own futurs. Thess returnces want to worl: in the church,
thoy want their future there, they want positions which
will ofTer thom work in tho churech, But they do not want
the congregstion as such to feel thet the only roason why
they are recelving thisg office or this comittes appoint=
ment is bacouse they "have gone thrsugh the hell of war
and new deserve, bocaune of Cthis very fact, some »scognie-
tion, Let's give them a jobe"57 Such an attitude will
not raise a bright future for the returmee in the church,
in addition to this, it will not make him feel that he
wentes o work in the fauture building of his church, Aand,
without this desire, his work and his church will suffer.
Ve cannot help but repeat the words: the youth is the
fubture of the church, The soonor many adulli membdors rea-
lize this fact the gooner will young people be given a

chance to grow and expend in their church activities.

S5, Ibid
85, Tecter from 35Ge Ue Ea Uey Fobruawmy 5, 1945
67, Ibla



CHAPTTR "QUR: THE CONGREGATION HAS CR CAN CBRTAIN
THE ESSENTIAL,; HECESSARY EQUIPMENT

In order that sny organization can carry on its work
in a profitable manner, it rmat have proper tools and
equipment. The oquipment must nct be outmoded ard useless,
but new, powerful, and workable. This fact 1s cne of those
vhich is taksn Tor granted ‘an any large company. Ifuch
norey is spent on developing now and babler equipnent with
which to turn out finor, more substanitial products. The
chureh is the laxzsost conaern on this eerth, Its product
is life ovarlasting as won by Christ. It strives Go nake
o man certaln, fim, lasting. To do this task properly,
zood tools mnd equipment must be used. The same thing
holds true whon dealing with the young people. To work .
with and on them, the proper cguipment must be used.s Lot
usg, thereforas, look at ths eguipment of the Church t¢ seo
whether 1% is nccessary, essential equipment or not.

The first bit of equipment is the Word of Gode This
tool has been used by mankind since its infancy. It has
nover been outmoded by any other bock on the seme subjecte
The Bible's strength 1s as greet now as it was vhen It wes
first prepared by men through the Holy Spirit. The Bible
is, therefore, the hasic tool for all our work with young
people. In life, many tools khave been tried, but all have
beon found wanting in cne degree or anobher. Bub, the
Bible has never been superseded by anything. It is the

63




mathoriby to which 91l mon eventually bows Tha Bibls,
therefora, might ho salled the text book for iife. It is
the one it of equipment ths Chureh has vhish ne sthar ore
genlizetion con clnim or surpmas. It 1s for this reason that
we loy suck o hoavy stress vpon Its use by the young poople
d Ly the odults whon decling with the young pecple.

hepsss corthiy anthors err Lime and time sgsin, tho writers
of Seripture were guided from on high, Thus, tha young
puople con believe overything that iz contalned in the Ribles
As the supreme norr of thoir 1ife 4t 1e basic.

B, ere the young peeple willing ¢c leave the Dihle
gaido thew? It hes beon found that soven cut of cvery ten
etudonts weuld let tho Dible be tholr gulde, 1f their
toachers and parentn would show sane interost in the Beok
thenzelves, To the congrogational membur thig s a chale
logne Hewver deeog he wint Ris Fyoung seeple o Tell him
that thoy are willing to adbere te the PMble, “wt, since he
Aoun riot, they alao refuse to de se. Yeg, the young people
will follow ths Qlcotntes of God sg found 4in fSeripture, but
thoy mmst e brought to thome The fast that ther mro will-
ing to folleow and to liston to the words of the Bible is
an izdisa%ion of whalt a great powsr the Nible as God''m
ford aan exerit fop good upon the youth ef ocur chwrch todaye.
The sooner tha adwlt membarship roalizes this cariinal fact,

the sooner will the young paople of thoe churchos hocome

asgtive young peoploe
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The gevvice mon bes v;niced hieg opinion in meny ways of
how Mo foele towend the Rible, Their zonaval opinion is
that "1¢ ie the only hoolk uhich sove me cemfork, when I
wan ovt thare,”? "Withowt the Rible I would have Vpone off
tho desn endlt " Than wa would ca2t topetharn for a Paw
menments reoet, comeome v?oul-’. elweys null emé hig Nible, and
noe one would interpunt oo he pead for we 211, "Vo had to
tall ebovt the Pible, Thet wae the only thing vhich gave
no eourag: and faith to keep poin," "Fven our Genewel
roed the Fible and Ltolked ml:’lr-;im with we, T hepo I can
kaey thiz wp vhon T oot beek,” These ond mary other states
nentn have boen culled’ f'rom vaviove ~lippinse from reca=
zinew, wewgpowars, trie.ctories, Vow thet these mer have
henome so thawenpihly acmueinted with the Aihle and have
coma ¢o v2ly waon 1%, vhaet will our attituds He? WiIll we

't home eontinue in ouy elip=shod manrer, in our living and

v

woricine without Gedle Woprd? T€ go, many of the sorvice men
whe metvrn will be losk to ue for goed,

Mt wa mad 1ad thei Bible wople, Tet the Bidle answer
our rmogtions, let the Hible eutline th: work es the young
paonia arn Lo earpy it emb,; let the Bible anvwe as 2 mide
and »mle in 211 tha antivities of the young pacple, lat the
3ihle live anone them ag the asocyvan for all the nead. I
wa malre anch o nae of the Nikle, T& will »r»avy e be the
rrentaat pert of our eqbipmant, end alan thn mizshtliest

wagpon agaeinst anything theo world nay Dring une
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Dut if the Bible were loft unapplied to youth, our
cause with the young people would bo loste The ﬁ:l.blo in
end of itself would be eble to be a lsaven in the lives
of the young poople, for the Holy Spirit is working there-
in, But the young pecple want to be led by. and to work
with people. They are more interested in pecple than in
bocks; they will follow people. iHere azain the Church has
& great adventege, for 16 is possessor of many consecrated
workors who will be more than willing to spernd much time
with the youthe '

Thwe 7irst person in whom intorest for the youtk is to
be found is the pastor, However, this haz besen covered '
in the first part of our discussion, Tho socond one vho
is vitally interested in the youth is the Christian Day
Schiovl Scacher, Hig very calling demands that he love
children, and, whon they have grovm to manhood, he will
be moro thean willing to take time with them, encourage then,
train thems. It is a proven fect that the teachor in many
ingtances is Zeld in more esteem and faver among the youth
than the pestor. OfFf courss, this attitunde of rutual
interast must be made use of to its fullest.

It has beon said by the reburning service mon that they
have anlways enjoyed working with tho teacher, for he usually
has ssen them through nome pretty difficult timeel.58 Thus

the toeacher himsolf can become ocng of the Cinest pieces of

58, Lotter from Ples N« Zey ifarch 9, 1946



cquipmont in buildinge up and encoursazing the youth, In
life, many people will Lvy to tele the place of the teacher,
Hoewevsr, thars 1o ne one whe is soble to asavme the position
and tale the nlace of a comseoratod teacher in the hearts
of tha roung neonle, Forbunate 1s the congragetion which
7as sveh teschers,

The superintendent of the Sundey Schoel is snother
individual who asn he enrolled s an ossential pert of the
equiprient of doelings with the young people, His contacts
with the yeovih an Just another nember of the congresetion
will de rmick to ceren® thelr friendship, As 1e the case
with the other twa nentioned percons, the Sfundey School
miparintendsnt workes with and through the Holy Word, It
is becavse of this fact that ke carries much walght,

Thn suporintendent showld be eelled upen to make short
speechas Cor the youns nsoplo, be theis master of cersmonles
vhan they havo a apseial function, go with them on thelr
outinge, and the 1ikes, All these veriona thinea will help
%9 sain the confidence and trust of the young people,.

One gervicse nmen vrllen: "L‘-c.t an interonting e::eai.:er {not
the pastor or %ha taacher) and lat him spsak on current
probloma oz thor face the young '-_:.‘!0;;1@."59 Can a hattar
man be fovnd for this taskk than the snperintendent of the
Sunday School, vho himeelf As vitally intorestod in the

aroblema of tho young people?

59, Lotter from Sgte Ue Ga liay Fobruary 16, 1945



A Tourth geoup of psoplo who aroe interestsd ixn the
Jouth f0 tre Yente (Aube In the charters of many of these
ergenizebions, 1t i specificelly skateds Tio halp promote
Chrigkian fo1le -ra}v_l:; aleo RTe T e young !'lt'lf"_"J.‘.G of the

erngrocntion,”  Hovins this ae a background, the Yen's

f'.;- ‘- j“--:‘.v-e & ™ n}\:: IRl !;n f’_l\ ﬁ-‘-'nf‘*. e .!':1‘;‘51 t:qn ymm z)ocple.
me thinz whieh 4« in ifs Pavor is the fmet that the
the woune paople gre alno membors of thies ope

“aw

canination, Tha younp paople ars nsually in nood of somo

Pinansiel sappors, They have made plans for a sproial

publicity nampairn and now discover that their funds will
net vaagh, Can the Vants Ciub as such £find any better
pPlase to give their money?

Dthoee -w-_y.t"".".".“.r!c.‘:-.: for the youth will noed =moral as
w2ll a» orrenizetional 'Mc’.rin.;'.'. Tavs grain the Tienfs Cludb

cen come Inko the nieture, ITio membars ara interasted in

@ youlh s the futurs of the congregeticn. Thorefore,
they are intevastal in nraparing preporly thasa young
vesple, AL nwocont, many lMen's Clubs are tha dynamo be=
hind the Doy Seount troops An the churches, Such coisecrated

rarberes shenld bhe piven the eppertunity toc halp, to pian

& -1 o . IR -
with and for the young psopleas

Though many thingeg co into the make-up of the rsason
fopr hoelking tha youne paonle in thelr various projects, as
love {op {ram, hopeo in thom, end the roalization of thelr

ure In the clhmrah, y2¢t by far the most laportant motivae-

ion 38 faitk in the vouth. In the various walks of life,

o
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1ittle faith is wasted on employee LY employer and vice
versa. In most cases, & mutual fecling of doubt and uncors
talnty pervades the relationship. However, in the church,
when dealing with young people, the congregdtion member mist
have complete and freo faith in the youth. If et any time
this faith is lacking, there can nothing good come from it.
lio ona likes to worl under & foeling of suspiciom; bud in
the young people this rosentment is keenest.50 The young
pecple camnet stand having older psople "pumsy=footing
around trying to find scmething wrong."6l Vhenever this
foeling invades the young people, their work and all their
plang will be loste They must have the feeling that they
are being trusted, not watched.

In the returned service man this faeling of antagoniom
apgainet enycne who wmigtyusts him is truly an enormous
obstacle which will have %o bo run over and under foot by
the falth which we have in the youth, the same faith that
Christ hes in us, giving us mortals many things vhich we
are' to de, belioving that we can and will do our bzat with
them, I the Lord is able to put such trust in us, we coer=
tainly can put the same trust in our own people.

Of course, we do not mean to say that we must pormit
the youth to worlk as they see f£it, never observing thelr
prececdure, never spoaking ebout this or that practice,

never eriticizing, If this is done, the young poople will

60s Avlitt, Ada Hart, Adolescent Psycholomy, De 197
Gl. Lotber from Scbe Ue Le ap damary o4, 1946




never lmow whien they have dcne right or wronge Bub wo wmust
have ¢his sure “aith in them, knowing that they too have
faith in the samo Christ Jesus, that we will never o guilty
of mistrusbing them, of thinking only evil sbeut tham, nevar
putting the bast construction on thair activities.

Cspeelally is this later thing to bDe watchad vhen deal=
ing with that ren who retvens from battla, We zrs Sold
that we "imst trust him as an esgentially normal, upstand-
ing, competont verson,"62 And why chould we treat him in
any obiher mannmer? He 1s now out of battle, away from the
tension and strein of shrlcking chells sr.:: £alling comrades,
He 1c baek in a comparitively sane world. Thus, to win him
for Christ and Hig lkingdom, we will have to trust that ser-
vice man in everything. Ve can show thet we trnst him by
seeking his Lelp with jobs that will in turn help us 63
Hot sliould wo trust him in only those things which will
have no consequence alther ona way or ancther, but in
those tagles which will wmean mmuech o us if done ripht and
nere to the man by wiving him the task to de.

This faith in the younz peopls can ho expresacd in
nmany ways, as sald befars, but the bast way 1s by nermitting
them to Lteke an active pvart In all the cnn.;:ra,za*;icn- will
undsrtaze, The writer has gone into this at Qome langth
in & previous sesction of this papor, but it must apnear

hoere once agsin. This is wvhore the congregation can win

Tederal Council of Churchos of Christ in dmerice,
» "How Pamilies Can Help', Number IX
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or lose tho youns pespls for iits eouse, Civing them
positions to 111 whish will either mels or bLrask the whole
plar will, in a/ditism to prepering them for the future and
teking a load off the shoulderz of ths aculte, will zive
them positive proof that the aomzregetion bz placed a
great Colth an? bpust in them, This in 1ts=21f will couse
them tc work herler, lenger, wmore prayerfully.

Tat, te carry on the work in a propar faghion, eertain
Pryeical facilitiss must be presents Fare again the church
cen talra the lead, In almost evary chureh, thors is a
spacinl veor set aside for maotings, gemes, and the like.
Tedey we term sush a placs a gymmesiuwn. Por the young
pacpla auch a place is an absoluts necessity. They have
mich onevgy vhich rust be put to work, and there 18 no
botfer place to »id thougelves of thig excess enorpy and
8till profit by 1t then contimal, freguent work-outs in
2 gymmagivi, It ig for this rengen that all schools now
have erccted gymee The world has them to offer. The
church had better hogin offering them. I!lany of our young
peopic ayoe wenbera of a V. M. Ca e Or nimiiar orgenicze-
tions. IHore they mcot with: end become friends of all
"sorts of pecple. If they could have the faeilities in
their own churech, thoy would net bether teo po any other
vlace. {ne ssrvice mon, queted guiteo froquently hore,

writen: "How about that gym baclk home in the scheool? 1Is

it still rotiing away? Is the caquipment lying arcund




and becoming moldy and mildewed? Vhy not make uze of that
stuff? The young poople love iti#64

As to other equipment. Weo chuweh should gomaider ite
8elf complete unlons it has a wellestockad library Lo offer
its young people. Today this is true espeeislly. The
youn;: people sre book-conselcons and devour alment snything
vhich is put out. This is trne even of the mnle section
of our young paople.65 Ue imow of a certainty that much
of the litorature is worthless and much is dermable, Here
the church has another challenge thrown at it, to counter-
act this influx by having its own librery, filled with
books vhich are worthwhile, interesting, ond ceuse the
Joung people to thini: and ovaluate lifels eaxperisncas,

Ve are Told that the man in seorvice has turned omt to be
an avid reador, Will tho church lot this opportunity
slip through its fingera?

Thore is one thing virich avery church ahould havs,
nmm:ly; a special place for prayers. Cell it a chapel, if
Jou like, but gsuch a spot should be erected to offor a
devotionnl setting for prayor. By this habit, the Catholic
Churech has won many contributers if not adherents, Tho
young people f:ol much botter if they can pray in a place
which iz prayerful in the proper sense of the word. The
service man has lserned to velue these little ploces, for

in them he was able %o get closer to Ged, or so it socmed.

64, Loettor from Sgte Ce Se Way Fobruary 16, 1945
65, Ligon, Ernoat lisp, OPe Cile., De 277




Of eoursa, the chureh bullding as guch should be opsn
at ell tises Jur the young people. Never must they feel
that chwech is theire only on Sundsye Tis dcors should b3 a
wolecned sight and an invitation to come in end worship.
The church 1t201f ic the most impoptant phyoleel assct of
the congragations It 18 the center of worship, 1t iz the
conter of praysr, it is the hiome of God. All these things
£0 o make up for the young people en ides of worship in
thelr minds when church is talked of. Therefors we say
efadn, ieep thoss chuseh doors osen so that the young
people mey worship et will, worship with tho feoling that
1t ia proper, mest, end right so te 40.

Preyer books, hymmals, Bibles, and avery type of
churclh litsrature thers is ghould de furnighed fo.‘.' the
Jyoung pecplos It is in this wey that the young pecple
wlll Decome betber acquainted with what 4= zoing on
round soout thom. %hey wan$ to know what other church
bodlee ere dolnge5% They are vactly interestad in the
new trorde of wrelipgion, so=called, Nalre sure that they
get the information from the congregation, wheres it is
presented in its true colorse

In concluding thisg sseblom, it will be well to »ecapi-
tulate. Tiws congregaticn mast remembor that it lig far
better eguipped than the werld to help ernd deel with young
pacples The cengregotion elone has the Fey to tyue happi-

neas -« the Vord of Cod.

G6e Lebter from 3gte Ue He Vey Fobruary 5, 1945
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KODEAN TRYNDS 1IN DEALING
YITE THS X "'zr" 0 SERMVICE
MAYM, DEALT WITH IB DETAIL

Thrcuwzhout, this psper hee beon laying extra strese on
Do irsatnent mon whe returm Pros the sarvice showlé o
.¥8e Az canm bo.ocron from the varioun peragrephs dealing
brimavily with Stho paturned man, ¥» have doclt with him
precisely u: we vwoul? with snv ym:...ren parcon vho has 1o-
mrned from am exdonded -vacation or trip. Nothing hes been
sald rbovt takine a Aiflfevont attitude toward tham or spends
ing time la Seying %o fimre omt varions and devious mathode
07 dealings v th this "anoelanl problen,” It nay be dealre=
atle, bherafore, Lo shew why this has boen dons,

“en tha Pleat proup of returned sorvice nan come home

bhaakk in 1047, thay wera preeted by hress bands, spaosches,

queasbions, goaelsl doesers, and the like. This was thought
o be the preoper manmer in which to ;.mca!.'m the mgturnea.
In fect, 2 apeelal msnmal was prepared in whick was given
& Sotallsd 2utling on Moy To Handls That Naw Strangers A
fow polntzs w111 bdo Aiacuased hera.

o vory first, cardinal m to follow wag: w»omombeor

thaet ha hoe haan sesins~ daeath, has hasrn trained te kill, and

now munt bHe troated az a killer. This maent, af courge,

hat nothine chich rmight be conaidered n normel trostment

was civen tha votuvnsd man, Childrsn ware nobt Lo be left

- . -

alone wigh nim for fear that he "would revert to type” and

begin killing, '
74
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Tho second mule wass ho baos changed a lot, so treat
adm as one wvhose 1ifc is altogothwr different from your
om, 1his browsht on meny difflcultlss. To wives, thia
moant thab " radurmece was, in evory senso of She word,

an outecant.

Une of the other pules was; queation him continually,

e

SO g !

By

28 a chanea oo get tho Lorridble dctalls off hip
choat. Thin moand reliving all the horror, the blcod shad,
e deathie This was done not only onco, Yut time and time
apain the roturnee was gquostioned. lany of thom lost ail
songe of proporiiony yes, ;;oa'ao had $o D2 placed in institu-
tioma YWocause of theso queations.

Another vale was: rush him as swlftly as poasidle into
guons ot of worll, casy or difficulie. After tho sirass and
strain of pattle, thig wags ong of the many things, perhaps
the grsatost, wiich contributed to much of the "extra=battle
fatisun®, as it was cellod. ilon, who had boon relsased as
healthy and sound in mind and body, broke down completely
under thiz syastom.

Por thogo who ned oson wounded this advice was giveons
Go not oven mention tho wound or lack cof manmbar. I anye
thing, this atbistude cauzed the roturnse to thinic that the
poopla ware ashamed of his loss, or that they did not no-
tico or cars avboub it. This never proved to bo much of e
halp In &raating the roburaed mane

Je can 2 as thanklMui ep the wabuening sapvico man

that these reulas hav: bean shanged and radically 60
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A few of the more impontant chenpes will be noted hors.

Jor the pestor, it was to be noted that the raturned

wave o change his manner oo muel,
fer he ghould heve been dealing with reolitios all aleng,

Yot it is necezsary for kim Lo bear in =ind that now just

-

o'} Tad - - > "
such thinge will be demanded. In this recpoet ths Tow
2 - = . - o - A F - v
curned service maz will have changed, lor kis demands

will come Crom a soul thiesting for espiritnel enlighton-

Sut, Lelore we go on, 1% might bYe well to kesr what has

5% A B - o a—— —— e T T e - ) o I g -
been geld iz ene of our own pudblizations.G8 We aro told
% i Uravitans 1 R > " - sy dinaws W -
that "pertaps wo are a greasdsr problem than they." In

anoter crticle,Bf this appears: "If any real, fundewsntal

- . v - ’, 2" - - oy
crange nuz Laten place, it is most likely in us, us whio

6.7. I?&Hnenfelgt, Paul I.J.. &- cites Po 57
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6B, Then Thie Tnifommp . 2a% __5:5‘1;,
69, Tederal Council of dhu. cro Christ in America,
Ope 2ite, "Mow .P.“:.Lli.m Cen Eelp", Number IX
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lany of tha petured man will have coms cleser o GCod,
st will show o rerted herror at our owm worldliness ond
materinliaom, 'Y Thay will went to imow vby it heppened, how
1%t happoned. Ves, thoy 4111 o ashomsd thet tha poople back

ome did rot g2z the real, t:ue 1light as given them by Gode

™ [ - w b - - - " - - -
ey will wenler shy the follka at hemo 414 not stand up
s 3., 8- cnem Be g % apen o A . - \ R_— -
LEr Costa flven by Tod, tests thich wora far =ore

slipl: then the oners they hed to underzo. This micht

B

mize them juist ond soft spolzen, or they might volcs their
wirton loudly and with nuch vehamencs,7i

P 4 mny Rl = Ty oy . L] . L. v - - .
elore, under the old gystam of treating thase re-

tuened ton, 1t wap printad ont that the mon right “navert
to type.” Aftor meny costly mistakes had heen made, 21

wag Tound that 47 Uhege men did rovert to typs, they would

hardily stop voavosking vihan they had gone bask %o soms lovel

=anchad during war; they would far more naturally ravert

elaar haclr te what they had beom BEPORE the warl At last

many peonls har: seon tho 1ight, Tssantially, ths =oldiew,

galler, and moring have not changad one blt. Tho soonsr
paople Bagin to pveslize this impertant fact, the sccner

wvill the patnwnad servies man fael oas though ke 1s truly

70« ¥hen The Uniforms Ave Put Away, pe 7
Tl. Trap1-, CTen, Bp. S1b-; De 10
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Another now ruls of common sense ie ©to leot him talk
if he wents Loy 1f he prefors to remein silent, that too
should he alright.72 TIs this not how we trest our fellow
man at 21l times? Vhy cshould we change now? If a man has
someshirs he wents to say, we let him say it, listsn atten-
tively, and, 4if he asks for it, we give onr own opinion,
Ify, on tre cther hand, he prefers to memein silant on a
river subinet, we usually acve not the first te broach the
gsvbjeet, If that servics man has something he must say,
let Mim eay ik, ©Pnt, de nok prove to he too shockad about
new slants he may hava on 1i72.73 Death scems to have
atrmel almoat haphozerdly,74 ieny will have turned fae
teliat; mory will feel that they hava lost 211 hope of
Chrietian fellowekip, To theesa, the only thing vhich will
be of any* Melp »311 he Ceodls owm Word., Yothing slse will
Eal¥a.ikg pleea, Tn danline with these man, ther will have
to be treated ne individuvala, for .':m';,?‘ naag ‘.:?:-entm:;?*‘:‘l: will
miss the mar: entirely.

Yhon these men ratumn, they will, in the majority of
casnga, he wroady for 2 job, Thair feelings will range from
dladerin for the nrewar ~rind they left, te uncertainty and
nonde ahmvk thedn ftuma proanents,78. Howovar, they will

want to return to work, for they have not been habituated

T28e Yaderel Gouncil of vhurches of Christ In Amerlca,
ODe Cite, "ilow Familics Can Help”, Humber IX
T ¥8. Ibid i
74. Striotelmoien, John, op. cit., n. 98
734 lLizen Yhe Uniiorms Are Pub Away, pe 11
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to too minh loisure ¢ims; end too much time in which to do
acthing wili cause most of them to Lecoms morosc. But,
never rush them, aither intc ahmrel worh o into other
worl, 76  Thovy w111 knew when they ara completely rveady &
hepin thelw tnshis fov» anrprying on in their chosen tesks.
Hovar magt fher he nede o Teel that they are heing treated
1ie 1ittle childeen in this deal. They must wsnt, thoy

ming voed, thay rmat Ceelde whean they are rnadys Avove all,

de not sarvesate them

Vhen was hevs to deel with men who have laoft limbs om
the field, nevar rive the immression that you ere soryy
for them siny more thon if they hai been sick fer ccas time
but ars row completely healed and well, Here sgain scund
odvinse 1s riven: rcrest the man, rot the wound.?! They ere
conenloun of thair loss, bubt it dces net make them invalids,
Today thay o»2 given o chance to continue a normsl, =ane *
1ifs with artificlal lirbo. I they wani to £alk sheut how
ther Ingt the 1imh, let them talk. But, under nc circum=
ebaneaz, 1ot thaom 'mow that you are helping them becsuse
they are invalids,

Chanrge apn baings nede dally, in special occupational
tharany, naTohoanelysis of tha troubled, and the like. The
f"'prg"{'l_-_.r!r-.'!:"‘g nuvher of tho meturned, the meater the care

and imnrovamant,

76e Vedoral wouncil ef Churches of c:migc’: in siuerica,
one 2ibe, "ihe Ppompen of the Togal Chureh", Humber V

Y T Fedorsl Council of Churchss of Chirist in Aszsrics,
one 1%, Ticlnoming The Woundoed", Rumber VIII
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CANTUSTON

ihegs probleoms are not nowe Tney nave cccurred throughe
ous tho agose e only thing wiich bag changsd is the mage
nitude and the manner of their vccurrence in which they are
0 e met. rantea, ve will aiweys nave these proobiens
with usj yet, we mast not stand idly by and pormit the pro=
blonecituntions to become the normal thing.

Wimas, we pray God our neavenly Fathier that le would
glve uz the necessury strengith and wiscom, love anc faith
GC carry on in ohie lasu of bhess problems, and Lo come

cut the victors in Jesus Chrisbe Amen}
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