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The lawyers were very angry at this outburst — so angry
that they could have torn him apart in the streets. Valla
also boasted that he had read the writings of the law and
that he was acquainted with its peculiarities too. Valla's

tactics were sharp and to the point and it is not at all
surprising that he had so many enemies,

It was at this time, too,that according to his
enemies, he had forged a will and was ordered to publie
penance by the Bishop. But this is just a story spread by
his enemies and it 1s not known whether it actually happened
or not.zs.

In view of his many verbal outbursts, Valla did
not last long at Pavia. So he left the unhealthy atmosphere
of the university and wandered about in Milan, GenGA, Ferrara
and Mantua, without a real home.

Jomewhat later however,he found a home at the court
of Alfonso, king of Naples, who gave him employment. This
court at Naples was noted for its immorgifties and frivolities
from which Valla was not entirely free. But his associations
and work with the king were particularly fruitful from a
literary point of view. It gave Valla an opportunity to
study and write. His duties were simple. As a learned man
and a scholar he read and wrote for the king. He discussed
his readings and its problems with the king. ile thus had
an opportunity to develop his thought and talents.

During his stay with Alfonso, Valla's work assumed

23, Symonds, op. cit., p. 447.
24, The Catholic Erﬁyclofedia, XV, ps257.
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political significence. Alfonso had an imperfect title to
his throne. He had claimed the crown of Naples in 1435, on
the death of Giovanna II, since he was the supposed adopted
heir. The pope Eugenius IV cleimed it as a papal fief through
his'. Cardinal Vitelleschi?s Alfonso was captured by the
Genoese Fleet, who were watching their interests off the is-
land of Ponza., Filippo liaria Viscounti held Alfonso prisoner
for a while in Milan. It was then that Alfonso allied himself
with Filippo and thus gdi control of Naples. The Pope,headed
the league with Florence, Venice and Genoa, which had re-
volted from Milan and continue& to fight against Alfonso.ze.
In his fight with the Pope, Alfonso supported the Council of
Basle which opposed FEugenius and set up Felix V. The Pope
claimed Jjurisdicticn over and above the claims of Alfonso.
Valla became deeply interested in the question of the Dona=-
tion of Constantine in which the Pope received lands and
power from Constantine the Great. He thought deeply about
this question. His attention was arrested when he viewed
the many intrigues of the Papacy and the frightful condition
of Italy. The work of Nicholas of Cusa brought to him an

even greater certainty that the claims of Rome were false.

S0 he wrote his famous De falso credita et ementita Constan-

tini Donatione Declamatioc in the year 1440, six years after

the Roman rebellions in which the Pope had to flee.( 1434 )

25, Valla mentions Vitelleschil in his treatise on the Donation
of Constantine, as a " monster of depravity." p.l63.

26. Christopher B. Coleman,"Constantine the Great and Christianity,"
Columbia University Studies in History,Economics and Public
an, VOI. IX. no.l-. P 194.
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This pamphlet proclaimed war to the death between the Pope
and Valla, The treatise excited a real storm and for a short
while, he had to flee. He went to Barcelona where he stayed
for a short time, until he was sure again of Alfonso's pro-
tection, His writing on the Donation takes on political
significance. It was propaganda par excellence... propaganda
eventhofﬁaa the truth. It was meant as an attack on the
temporal claims of the papacy. From now on Valla was in real
trouble.

: As before he criticized the lawyers, so he now
at{acka theologians with relentless fury. He got into a
quarrel with the Bishop of Urgel and ahoweﬁ that the letter
of Christ to Abgar from Edesse, announced to the world by

the historian Lusebius, was a curious interpolation. He

then wrote his De liberp arbitrio in which he says that

the foreknowledge of God is not incompatible with free will,
and maintains that our intellect is unable to comprehend
this truth. His teaching was in direct oppgsition to the
doectrine of Boethius which the church held. )

His next attacks were directed against the
monastic orders and the clergy in his De Professicne

Religiosorum (1442), This work weas written in dialogue and

follows this situation; Valla meets 2 number of learned
brethren and friends on the market-place., Here, near the
church they discuss the knowledge of a consplracy against

the king. A monk joins in the conversation. Someone remarks

27. Catholic Encyclopedia, xv,p.2s8.
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that the eclergy probadly has iits part in the conspiraey
since it alweye meddles in politics. The monk angered,
defends the clergy. Vhen asked why they have sg maay
privileges, the monk ennounces that they come from Ged.
£ lively diecuzsign ensuss. Valla iz asked to defend the
8.
laity. He asays,
"You clericals act from compulsion, we from free will,
You keep the fear of God, we the love of God. You
would never have taken the wvows if it had not been
out of fear of damnation., That is the reason why the
worst people, who despair of finding another occupation,
come to you. One may truly neme monasteries asylums
in which outcasts seek shelter, such as bankrupts,slaves,
criminals, wretches =— in short, all those who have
nothing to lose and much to gain .... However, I shall
attack you no further lest it seem as if I were hostile
to you. I will rather admit that the monks have much
in their favor. It is they who in a certain sense
support the Church; they preacdh to the people, they
give alms; they sponsor the holy ceremonies of the
Church; and they endeavor to write edifying and il-
luninating books."

Valla had many enemies as a result of his critical
attitude. For a long while he was left alone by the monks
and clergy. However, after Eugenius IV was successful in
returning to Rome in 1443, when he made an agreement with
Alfonso, the enemies of Valla, particularly the Monks, re-
ceived new courage and hoped that they might soon catch
their enemy.

In 1444 Fra Antonio da Bitonto preached in Naples.
At this time Valla got into a dispute with this learned
brother concerning the authenticity of the Apostles' Creed.
Valla visited the services of this preacher and learned that

he taught that the Apostles' Creed was produced by the Apostles

28. I{yma, 2:,-1. Oit., ppo42-430
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themselves., Valla then later went to visit him, in an
effort to learn the real proof of this teaching. The dis-
pute which resulted was a big one. Valla mocked the great
Bonaventura, the patron salnt of the order to which Antonio
belonged and he likened hnim to a gladlator. Antonio conspired
with his fellow monks how to punish Valla., Every day they
preached against Valla, hoping to arouse the sympathies of

a mob. Alfonso finally stopped this. 3But Valla was still
unsatisfied. He wanted to debate the issue. He invited
important officlals io the debate. However the King feared
a disturbance and so wished ihe date of the debate changed.
Valla already consldered this a sign of victory and wrote

a distichon proclaiming himself as the victor. His enemies
became very angry how. They wanted nim condemned as a here-
tic. So they organized ihemselves wilh the ald of the Bish-
op of Fozzuoli of the Franciscan order., They demanded that
Valla appear before them. This order was obtalned thraugh
tiie vicar of the arcanblshop, lho-hlmselt was absent. So
under the pretense that a debate was Lo be hLeld he appeared
before these monks. His adversaries nad already gathered
statements from nis theses for the debate which they in-
tended as a proof that he denied the decrees of the church
and the fathers. However their findings were most pecullar.
They intentionally left out the most pertinent writing of
Valla, his treatise on the Donation of Constantine. This
document wiiich denies the temporal power of the Pope, might

have been the most powerful evidence that they could bring
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against Valla., But this they avolded. Furthermore, their
statements against Valla were most faultily divided. They
placed philosophical and grammatical questions under a
theological heading. They accused him of condemning the
authorities on grammar ahd philosophy. As a whole their
accusations sihhowed tneir ignorance as well as betraying
their jealousy of Valla's talentas. When Valla came to the
disputation, he was surprised to find an inquisitorial
court, He was asked how he felt concerning ithe origin of
the Apositles' creed. Valla answered that the Synod of
Nicea, not the Apostles gave the creed its birth. Tae
inquisitors told him that such an opinion was heretical.
He was asked to admit his mistake. Valla then mildly
confessed that he believed as the church believed on the
guesgtion. When they attacked his dialectics, ne answered
with biting sarcasm, that the hliother cuurch knew notining
of argumentation, but that even here he felt as the Nother
Churcihs As he pondered upon the arrogance of the court,
he thought of his protection by King Alfonso and he be-
haved accordingly. He soon left the court, as a declared
heretic, bui found refuge in the King's words. Alfonso
saw immediately that jealousy was al the bottom oi the
trial of Valla and he severely rebuked them and forbade
any abusive action against his secretary. Balla the
grammarlian, had defeated the theologians and another tradi-
tion was broken.

Valla now set to work on the New Testament. He
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used his learned philological background in an effort to
correct the Vulgate of its many mistakes, which he did by
comparison with the Greek New Testament. Again this was
a slanderous action against Jerome, the official translation
of the church. liuch of his New Testament research is em-
bodied in his Annotations on the New Testament. So Valla
used his critical attitude to good advantage.

Valla was not always antagonistic, There came a
time when he wanted to visit his friends in Rome, but the
hate and fear of enemies prevented him. So he asked the Pope
Eugenius IV if he would pardon him, because his invective
was performed for the sake of art; he also added that he
would be of great service to his church in the future., He
also asked the Pope for special protection to visit Rome.
We do not actually know if he received that protection, but
at any rate he did go to Rome. Again his enemies the monks
plotted against him. They c¢ould not forgive him for his
brilliant victory over them at Naples., They brought their
accusations to the Pope, saying that Valla had written
against Eugenius to the council of Basle in behalf of king
Alfonso. Valla did not wait very long and escaped before
the inquisition could get its mighty machine rolling. From
Ostia, his place of hiding he wrote his Apologia ad Eugenio
1V, in which he accused himself of many faults and he pro-
mised amendment. But Valla did not succeed in gaining Eugene's
favor. He remained in disgrace until the rFope's death in 1447.

Valla fought many verbal battles with Pogglo, Bec-



cadelli, George Trapezuntius, and meny others. After his

wAS BLISH kD

As P
On the Elegance of the Latin Language in 1444, Valla was
particularly attacked. Pogglo was one of his foremost op-

ponents, This learned man never seemed to find names
hard enough which he might fling at Valla. All this did
Valla much harm when he attempted to mollify papal anger.
One occasion of his contest with Pogglo resulted when
Pogglio himself discovered a copy of his own epistles an-
notated by a Spanish nobleman who s a pupil of Laurentius
Valla. Foggio's Latin was not spared in the marginal lines
penned by the young student. Pogglo in all his fiery anger
concluded that the Master Valla and not the pupil had dic-
tated thenm, andzg? discharged his usual furious invective
against Valla. He warred with Beccadelli at the court
of Alfonso, because his monograph on the three philosophies
in De verc bono was unsatisfactory to Beccadelli., He
fought with Trapezuntios because he preferred Quintilian
and Trapezuntics liked Cicero better. In his debates and
arguments Valla never gave in, but contended for what he
thought was right,

Valla‘'s papal disfavor soon disappeared. Nicholas
V called the scholar to Rome in 1447. Certainly so great a
writer and critic could not be discarded, so the Fope at
first gave him a position as a scriptor and later on the
high honor of Apostolic Secretary. Callistus III also

29. Symonds, op. git., p. 439.
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honored him with the presentation of a canonry in St. John's
lateran, which he held for several years. For Pope Nicholas
Valla busied himself by translating Thucydides and did it so
well that the humanist Pope gave him five hundred ducats and
begged him to translate Herodotus too. Valla began the task
but he did not finish it, 1In 1450 he opened a school of e~
loquence in Rome, Just why Valla should have received all
these favors has never been actually explained according to
the Catholic Historian, Pastor. 5

During his stay in Rome, he seems to have tainted
his character again and again. He lived in the home of his
brother-in-law and here had a curious love-affair. His re-
latives accused him as being too qold to arouse the love of
women, and so was unfit for married life. Valla decided that
he would prove his ability. He seduced a servant of his
brother-in—law,_und became the father of three caildren in
two years. Then his friends urged him to marry, and he re-
fused saying he had planned to enter the holy orders and
become a priest. Stories such as these were spread far and
wide by his enemies. -

Pastor writes much about the lascivious character

of L. Valla. He belleves that his treatise De vero bono

has an epicurean pleasure theme. Valla, in his estimation,
was a man who believed that the individual may lawfully
indulge in all his immoral appetites. Adultery is the nat-

30. Ludwig Pastor, History of the Popes, Vol., II., p.333.
3l.Hyma, op. cit., p.44.
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ural order. Indeed all women ought to be common. Flato's
community is in accord with nature. Adultery and unchastity
are to be considered only when danger attends them otherwise
all sensual pleasure is good. "Continence is a erime against
'king; nature."™ Thus Pastor's opinion of Valla is none too
high.ue.

Valla's career was a turbulent one, We can see that
he was a born critic, a pioneer of the right of judgment. We
can see him as a man who thought little of morality. Anyone
who considers, "™ the virtue of virginity as a violence to
nature's law,"s?:. certainly does not belong in the group
of the morally clean. Nor does his controversy with Poggio
show any quality of virtuous regard of man, Nor was Valla's
character placed in a stronger light, when we notice him
beg for presents and places in terms of flattery. L These
factors do not picture Valla in a favorable light. Nor can
ﬁe go to the other extreme and say that Valla tried to
purify Caristianity, for his opinions and adverseness to
Christianity certainly appear far from the point of puri-
fying the Church. w But Valla's character must not be
evaluated because of these evil qualities, but rather in-
spite of them, All these traits of immorality, begging

for presents, flatterous compliments, fiery invective,

32. QQC1to’ VOIOI.. pp.ls"l?.
33. Symonds, op. eit., p. 447.
34 . &haff, _22. cit!’ p0610.
35. Hyma, Sp. CIEQ. p.44-
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legalistic fervor for pure Latinity, and sharp critical
attitudes were part of his humenistic development. It was
a8 part too of the spirit of that time. Certainly there were
qualities that were far more worthwhile in the Man Valla. His
tremendous courage, his depth of thought, his great ability,
his political sharpness, and his rebellious attitude toward
evil are traits which rate high in our estimation, One dare
not forget his great thirst for truth., It is this desire for
the iruth that led him to original sources, that made him
take nothing for granted. It was this drive in his person-
ality that directed him tc many new discoveries,all of which
were unpopular in his day, but which he anncunced to all the
world with great courage. Such factors of his personality
make one conscious of his real position.

liancini a recent blographer of Valla and the
36 .
greatest authority on his life's work writes,

"It was his misfortune to clash with Poggio who per-
secuted him without rest or surcease even beyond his
grave, He thus had against him Pogglo's followers,
and ell who wroie in sympathy with the Curia. What
availled it that he cultivated Christian principles
and served the truth? A father of modern eritiecism,
he exercised the thorny office, not for the sake of
bending it to his personal interests, but to elevate
humenity. In the process he did not always observe
the right measure in his own defense; he answered
with insult where he might have silenced the ad~
versary by compelling force and sharpness of de-
monstration, Hence, brillisnt emdodiment of the
Italian intellect though he was, he did not find

the recognition that was his due, in his own time;
though now there is justly conceded him a place
among the great ones whose achievements have richly
furthered human culture."

36, New Schaff-Herzog hncyeloLdia of Religious Knowledge,
VOIQXIT p.1370
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Valla made definite contributions to scholarship.
He did much to aid the formation of the =zclence of W.T,.
eriticism. Through his humanist appreoach he learned that
Seripture must be interpreted by the laws of grammer and
language. The proposition that St. Paul appeared to St.
Thomas Aquinas and complimented him by saying that no one
understocod his Eplstles so well, was cynically countered
with a question, why did Paul not show Thomas his pany mis-
takes? Valla was not in sympathy with Catholic legends and
disproved many of them. His criticisms of Augustine and the
Vulgate are based on his own private investigations. His

Annotations on the N.T. though not of great religious sig-

nificance recognizes the supreme importance of abandoning
erroneous rendering of translations and of discovering what
the Apostles and Evangelists actually wrote and taught. So
while he remained a humanist, be remained 1ntelléctua11y
honest., Valla‘'s work in the New Testament may give him the
honor of being one of the founders of textual crxticism.57.
Valla is important also because he influenced other
great men, Ve are told that no one humanist seems to have
made a&s great an impression upon the mind of Eraamus as
Valla, VWihenever he spoke highly of him, Erasmus thought
particularly of his scholarly techniques and skills which
he admired so much. o It actually seems that with Erasmus'

printing of Valla's Remarks on the New Testament in 1505

the actual biblical studies of this scholar begins. Somewhat

37. Frederic W, Farrar, History of Interpretation,pp.312-314.
38, Hyma, op.cit., p. 41.
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later Frasmus wrote and published Annotations on the New

Testament and elso his Paraphrases on the Whole llew Testament

except Revelaticn. These publications were very popular and
were also widely used and seems to have supplanted the scho-
lasticism of previcus ages by betier theological study. Thus
Erasmus in historiceal criticiam as epplied to 3eripture,

followed the methed of Leurentius Valla., Erasmus, it has
39.
been said, "laid the egg" and "™ Luther iatched 1t." This

work of Valla and Erasmus was of stupendous importance for

Luthert®s later work as the Reformer. All this work did have
I 400

& tremendous bearing on the Reformation. Reinhcld Sesberg
conments tihe following concerning this issue,

"In dle theologische Bewegung griffen endlich dis Re=-
naissance~ideen auch direkt ein, nachdem sie schon seit
langem durch dle veraenderte Lebensstimmung indirekt auch
das theclogische Denken beeinfluszt hatten ...... Die
Bewegung hat zunaechst den geistigen Horizont und das
historische Interesse erweitert und die Grundlagen der
historiscnen Kritik geschaffen. Man denke an die Nach-
weise des Laurentius Valla bezueglich der Uebersetzungs~-
fehler der Vulgata, der Unechtiheit der 3chriften des
Areopagliten,der nichtapostolischen Entstehung des Apos-
tolikums, der Faelschung der Donatio Constantini, wm
zu verstehen, wie tief dies alles in die Theologie elin-
griff. Hiermit verband sich der Rusckgang 2zu den Quel-
len des Urchristentums. Die alleinige Autoritaei der
Bibel hatten die praktischen Reformer sowle die nomina-
listischen Scholastiker im Prinzip klar herveorgehoben.
Der Humanismus nahm diese Tendenz auf und foerderte
ihre Durchfuehrung durch die Belebung der Sprach-
studien. Von hier aus konnte dann dle Xritik der iilsz-
braeuche und des Aberglaubens in der Kirche schaerfer
und klarer werden als bei den Nominalisten und Bibli-
zisten des 14, Jahrhunderts.”

41.
Jamee Mackinnon makes a similjar observatlion, he says,

" Tn their reaction from the scholastic theology, Luther

39. Milton s, Terry, Biblical Hermeneutics,pp.46-47,
40. Lehrbuch der Dogmengeschichte, Dritter Band, pp.636-637.

41, The Origins of the Reformation,p.414.




and his fellow-reformers were only continuing and
carrying further the anti-scholastic reaction led by

a Valla, a Crotus Rublianus, an Erasmus, and a Colet,
This reaction, combined with personsl religious ez~
perience, inevitably led to a re-evaluation of Christi-
anity, a transformation of the Church-—— its creed and
institutions — based on the liew Testament. It dis-
carded a one-sided theological and monastic view of
life for the larger humanist conception, the free
development of the individual, the free exercise of
the reason for the mediaeval system of nuthorih{.lt
evoked the critical spirit and threw the searchlight
of eriticism on institutions, systems, doctrines,
Vost important of all, it gave atgotent impulse to
the study of the Sriptures and the early Christian
writers in the original languages, the storical
origins of Christianity in contrast to its later
mediaevael developments. It applied the test of
historie eriticism to the papal claims and the
mediaeval dogmatic spirit.”®

That Luther was influenced by the work of Valla
ve can find in his own writings, lie thought very highly of
Valla's ability and of his achlevements, There are parti-
cularly two writings of Valla thet ~especially interested
Luther and evoked a positive response. These works are

De libero Arbitrio and the Donation of Constantine.

On the Frecdom of tike will Luther said,

"Laurentius Valla ist der beste Wal, den ich mein

Lebtage gesehen oder erfahren habe: De libero Arbitrio

bene disputat, quaerit eimpliclitatem in pletate, et

in literis simul, Erasmus eam tantum in literis

quaerit, pietatem ridet.”

liowever more important is Luther's relation with

Valla's treatise on the Yonation of Constantine. It was
through the works of Ulrich von Hutten that Luther received
the copy of Valla's work. Hutten had found a copy of the

Valla exposure at the house of Cochlaeus and resolved to

42, Luther's Saemmtliche Schriften, Vol. 22, para.39.




print the document. In the early part of the year 1519, this
work probably ceme off the press, tho the public did not re-
ceive it until the beginning of the year 1520. In the Leipsic
Debate Luther was led to do some reflective thinking on the
idea of the church. 4It was then that the edition of Hutten
3.
came into his hands. It 18 most interesting to note Luther's
comment about this pamphlet which 1s found in a letter to
his friend Spalatin, The le tter is dated February 24,1520.
44,
It reads,
"I have at hand Lorenzo Valla‘'s proof (edited by Hutten)
that the Donation of Constantine is a forgery. Good
heavens ! what darkness and wickedness is at Rome ! You
wonder at the Jjudgment of God that such unauthentie,
crass, impudent lies not only lived but prevailed for
so many centuries, that they were incorporated in the
Canon Law, and (that no degree of horror might be
wanting) that they became as articles of faith. I am
in such a passion that I scarcely doubt that the
Pope is the Antichrist expected by the world, so closely
do their acts, lives, sayings, and laws agree. But
more of this when I see you. If you have not seen
the book, I shall take care that you read it,"
This work must have had a tremendous effect upon Luther
at least if we can Jjudge from his first impression of the
work. Through the Treatise of Valla, Luther came to re-
cognize that the grants of Constantine were legends, lies
perhaps deliberate lies at that. These strong impressions
he again registers in his"Open Letter to the Christian
Nobility," in 1520, He says that the Romanists have built
three walls about themselves so that no one can reform them
and this has been the cause of the terrible corruption of

Christianity. One these walls was, " When pressed by the

43. Hajo Holborn, Ulrich Von Hutten and the German
Reformation, pp.8l and 142,
44, Preserved Smith,Life and letters of Martin Luther,p.73.
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temporal power they have made decrees and said that the

temporal power has no Jurisdiction over them, but on the
45.
other hand the spiritual power is above the temporal power."
46.
Again a little later on in the same work Luther says,

"It is also ridiculous and childish that the pope,
with such perveried and deluded reasoning, boasts

in his decretal Pastoralis, that he is rightful heir
to the Empire, in case of a vacancy. 7he has glven him
this right? Did Christ, when He said, 'The princes of
the Gentiles are lords, but ye shall not be szo? Did
St. Peter will 1t to him? It vexes me that we must
read and learn such shameless, gross,crazy lies in
the danon law, and must even hold them for Christian
doctrine, when they are devilish lies, Of the sanme
sort is also that unheard of lie about the ‘Donation
of Constantine.,' It must have been some special
plague of God that so many people of understanding
have let themselves to be talked into accepting such
lies as these, which are so manifest and clumsy that
I should think any drunken peasant could lie more
adroitly and skilfully.”

Thus the discovery of Valla's treatise of the forgery was
highly interesting to Luther., It made him think very
well of a man, " the like of whom," Luther thought, "neither
Italy nor the whole Church had produced in many oenturies.“47.
Valla's document influenced Luther as late as 1537,when he
saw fit to tlranslate the Donation of Constaztine and teo
comment on the significance of the forgery. =

But Luther alsoc learned much from the critical
approaches of Valla. Luther's back to the Scripture idea

is a part of the discovery of the text, by means of criticism,

45, A.J.Holman,Works of Martin Luther, Vel.II.p.65.

460 Ibido. Ppo 09- 10.

47, Luther's Saemmtliche Schrif ten, Vol.l5,para.l1350-1351,
48. Ibld.' Vol.lﬁ. pal‘l.2045-2065.




