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give his source. 

It h as already been rnent~oned that ~auler was very likely 

the spir itual adviser of the sisters o f the Convent of St . 

Gertrude in Cologne from 1350 to 1360. A detailed account of 

his act ivity in Cologne is not available. 

Tauler died in Strassburg where he was born, on June 

16, 1361, very likoly in the Dominican Cloister "zu den 

Unden," to which alsc his sister belonged. His tombst one, 

which gives us the date of his death, may be found in the 

Protestant New Ch~rch in Strassburg.~~ 

24. J.T., ed. N., P• 14. 

15. 



16. 

II. 'I'ho Vlorks of John Tauler 

:'The works which Tauler has left us consist of his 

sermons and a l0t. 1.ar to Margaret Ebner. Everyth ing else 

·has not stood the tos t of the research that vras undertaken 

i n the 19t h century and a imed to arrive at that which is 

g enuine. Every e d ition of his sermons since the 1 498 yrint 

add e d new ones. Additions have so multiplied since the ~oloene 

ec'li tion of 1 5 43 that we count more than thirty today . 1 

Laurentius Surius translated the 1 543 Cologne edition into 

La tin. This edition received a v.'ide circulation. It \'.'a.a 

reprinted in Paris s e veral times and ,·,as t he basis o f the 

Dutch end Italian translation. This e dition ·a s also re-

' t r a n nl atod into German by en~ Protestant Daniel Sudermann, 

1 681, and oy tho Catholic Carolus a St. /..nastasio in 1 660. 

'l'ho P ietist Spener extended the influence o f this edition 

through a revision. Tauler has always been read by Ca t holics 

and .f>rotestanta o.like. In the 18th century Pasto:r Oberlin 

0£ Alsace made Tauler the object of study . In the 19th 

century Schlosser made Tauler available in F'ra.nkfur t ~n 1826. 

The f irs t critical oxB.l!lination o f everythi n g tha t was kno~m 

about Tauler ,ms undertaken b y Karl Schmidt, 1841. The 

t h orough research-·work of Denifle and Preger followed. Since 

1910 r1e have an odi tion of Tauler' a sermons b y Ferdinand 

Vetter, a part of the series of Texts of t he Middle Ages edited 

b y the 'Berliner Akademie der Wissenscha ften. 1 This cont ains 

1. s oe Apnendix .for a l i st of the editions of Tauler 1 3 

sermons. 



all of Tauler's writ!nga known to us today on the bo.sis of' 

the orgina.l Middle High German Text, This edit:ton does not 

offe r a critica l text, but the f oundation for one and will 

remain for many years the most scientific aid for all Tauler 
;l... 

study." 

The oldest collections of Tnuler ' s sermo~s ( 38 ) has 

b e e n los t . Before this collection n~s lost, this firs t 

coJ.le c tion 11·:as increased by the a ddition o f f o rty-one 

sormons a n d tho whole cc~.lect i on re-written with greatest 

c are on parchmen t , This "Strassburc er Pergament11 is novr 

t o be f ound in the Strassburg Library. A third _1s is a lso 

avall able in Str a ssburg . 

Also in Cologne a collection o f Tauler's ~ermons was 

un dertaken , " The maj ori ty cf r. SS came into exis t~nce during 

the f1.fteonth contury in Bavarie.n cloisters . The Library of 

ijunich has at least 1 2 manuscripts thut were produced in 

Au g sburg, Tegernsee , fi ebdorf, Gars usw, The monastery of 

St . Gc.llen also pro duced such manuscripts, now available in 

• 3 
Leipzi g and Berlin." 

The first ed1 tion to b e printed was t ha one of J.4~8 

(Leipzig). This edition contained 84 sermons. The majority 

of these a re considered genuine. In 1508 J. Otmar t r anslated 

this edition into the Augsburg dialect. In 1 521 an edition 

2 . J.T.,ed, N. , pp. 1 4-15 , 
3. J.T.,ed.H., P• IX. 

17. 



appeared in Basel containing the orisinal 8 4 oermons of the 

1498 addition plus 4:? sermons "recently found" but with the 

editorial note "some may not be by Tauler." In 1 523 a Low 

Sax on edition appeared in Halberstadt. This ~ as an adaptation 

of the 1 521 edition. Noviomagus published nnother edition 

conta ining the 8 4 orig inal sermons of the 1498 edition, the 

42 additional sermons of the Basel edition, and 2 5 sermons 

"some not v,ri tten by Taul er." In 1548 Sur1us translated the 

1 543 Cologne edition into Latin. 

This larg e variety of editions, with a constant increase 

in the number of sermons ascribed to Tauler, g ives us an 

insie h t into the problem confronting the student o f 'i:auler 

who s e , ks to find only that which is tr11..l y genuine. 

In addition to his sermons: ':i'auler is also considered 

18. 

t o be the author of several other works. The Buch von der 

geistlichen Armut deserves special at t ention. This book (also 

known as Das Buch von der Nachfolgung des armen Lebens Christi) 

has p res ented innumerable problems to every student of Tauler. 

Until the middle of the nineteenth century it v;a s considere d 

genuine and ascribed to Ta.uler. But recent sch olarship has 

disp roved this comp letely. 

In 1877 Denifle edited the Buch von der geistlichen Armut 

with a critical examination. Denifle rea ches the conclusion 

on the basis of his investigations that it is impossible to 

ascribe this work to Tauler. Denifle shows that not a single 

manuscript of the Bvga. bears the name of Tauler. Denifle 

shows further, that upon comparing the Bvga. with Taule~'s 



_I 

sermons it becomes evident that there is no real inner 

relation between the two, even though some similar teach ing s 

appear in both, "but, first of all," says Denifle, "even 

the se similar ideas are dealt with differently; and secondly, 

they are p eculiar neither to Tauler nor the author of the 

Bvga., but are ei~her the teachings of Master Echkart or 

some e a rlier theologian." '"' 

Denifle also calls a t tention to the differences in style 

between Tauler'a sermons and the Bvga. Denifle comments in 

his ch ara cteristic way: "The teachings and style of the 

Bu ch von der geistlichen Armut are so contradictory uhen 

comp ared with the known genuine sermons of Tauler ••• that t h e 

Bv e;n. may well be ascribed to almost any othe r author rather 

tha n to the author of the 'Taulerschen' sermons." 5 

Also Kurtz believes that the Bvga is not by Tauler, but 

is "be cause of its highly exa~gerated (ueberspannte) endorse-

ment of poverty a book of Franciscan orig in." "' 
Cohrs too refers to the fact that alrea dy A. Ritschl 

'l had proved that the Bvga was a compilation. 

Another work that has b e en falsely a 0 cribed to Taule r 

is the ~ edulla Animae (first appearing as Goettliche Lehren 

in the edition of Novianagus; Hohburg , 1644 , adds the title 

4. Denifle, Buch von ge1stl1oher Armuth, p. XLV. 
5. Denifle, Bvga., p. IX. 
6 . Kurtz, Abrisz der Kirohengesohichte (1889), p. 118. 
7. Schaff-Herzog Encyolo•,e d ia of Religious Knowledge 

(1911) sub Tauler; and A. Ritsohl, "untersuchung des Buchs 
von geistlicher Armut 11 in Zeitschrift fuer Kirchengeschichte, 
(1881) 4, 337 ff. 

19. 



Institutiones div1nae; this work is a l so printed as a ~ ork 

o f Te.uler in Spener' s edition of 1681). That thi s v10rk is 

20. 

not by Tauler, but a compilation o f extracts from the writings 

of othe r mystics has been proved c onclusively by w. Preeer , 

the outstanding sch ola r of German mystic ism, in his monumental 

work, Die Geschichte der deutschen Mystik im Mittelalter. 

Prager traces the origin of this book in these u ords: 

"Noviomagus (1543 ) adds a s e ries of mystica l writings , d i vided 

into 77 chapte rs, to his edition of Taule r ' s ser mons. The 

first 39 chapters h a ve this h eading: "De s erleuchten Dr. J. 

Taulori goettliche leren. Wie man durch geystliche uebungen 

und tugenden zu lieblich e r vereinung gots k ommen s ol, !!fill. 

gefunden." In the Latin trans l ation o f thi s edition of Tauler 

by Surius (1548 ) the above title, meant onl y f or the f i rst 

t hirty nine chapters, is used to head t he entir e ap nendix 

(all 77 chapters) with the additional title of Institutiones 

d1v1nne. In Christian Hohburg's edition ( Frankf'urt 1 644 ) 

this same work is c alled Medulla animae. Suri us malres the 

remark conce rning the appendix, that it was compiled from 

various writings o f Tau ler and that selections f rom the 

writings of other well-knovm writers h ad been added to it. 

Even the first thirty-nine chapter.a, \"1hich the two editors 

(Noviomagus and Surius) seem to consider a comp le t e tract o f 

Taulers ••• , is a compilation of various tracts. K. Schmidt 

has proved that chapters 2 1 6 , 36 and 37 are taken from the 

book "Buch von der Nachfolge des armen Leben's Jesu; n chapters 

9-12 are from Ruysbrock's de praecipuis virtutibus; chapter 



27 from Ruysbrock's de calcuto; Surius himself a scribes the 
'iJ 

authorship of chapter 39 to Master Eckhart." 

The letters ascribed to Ta.uler in Peter Nymwegen's 

(Noviomagus) edition of 1643, 11Ep1stolen odter Sendtbrieff 

Tauleri zu seynen geistlichen freunden und kindern", have also 

been found to be spurious. Schmidt says of these letters: 

"Thay havo been written in such a highly ("taondelnden, 

ueberschwaenglich" ) sontimental t one, that they c ·'n hardly 

21 . 

be by Tauler , to whom this sentimental tone is entirely strange." 9 

The Book Exercitia super vita et passione salvatoris 

nostrl Jesu Christi is not by Tauler, but a Latin translation 

o f some German work with an unknown author . 
J o 

1/ 
The hymns which h a ve been ascribed to Tauler a re not 

,a 
f rom the pen o f Tauler. They remind us rather of Eckhart • 

. 
Also the tracts De decem caecitatibus et ouatuordecim 

divini amor1s radioibus and Betrachtungen zur Vorbereitung 

nuf einen soligen Tod are not oy Tauler. 13 

The following tracts, fre quently ascribed to Tauler, are 

complete ly spurious: Von neun Staenden des christlichen 

Lebons, a mere excerp t from Rulinan Merswin' s writing on the 

"neun Felsen"; and Wieder t.Iensch moege ernsthaft1g , 1nnig, 

geiatlich und gottsohauend werden, a t ranslation of Ruysbrock 's 

8 . Prager, Geeohichte der deutsohen Mystik im Mittela lter, 
Vol . III, P • 85 . 

9 . Schmidt, op. cit., p . 75. 
10. Schmidt, op. cit., p . 76 . 
11. Wackernagel, P. Das deutsche Kirchen11ed, No. 4 56-467, 

II, P • 302 ff . 
12. ibid . 
13. ibid. 



De c a lculo. 

The authorship or the Theolog1a deutsch ( a lso known as 

Teuteche Theologia and Buch von der deutschen The ologie) has 

long b e en in dispute. But for a con siderable per i od of timfj, 

b e g inning with Luther's discovery or t he book , Tauler was 

cons i dered its author. In the Spene r e di t ion of Tau ler's 

ser mons ( F'rank furt 1681) t he .T,eutsche The olog 1a i s appended 

22. 

t o the volume. Spener h ims e l f does not ascri b e the authorshiu 

o f t h is volume to Tau1er, but in t he pre f a ce to t h e e n tire 

volume ( p a ge s not numbered) he introduces a quotation from 

Luther on the value of the Theologia deutsch with these words: 

"In the pr e face to t he little volume called Teutsch e Theolog i a 

" i'I which Lu ther a scribe s to Tauler, he says the f ollowing, etc. 

It s eems t hen that Luther was among the f'irst to suggest 

Tau l o r a s a possible au t hor of this li t t le work wh ich was so 

d ear t o him. (Luther s a y s of this work in h is preface: " Next 

to t h e Bible and St. Augustine I have not f ound another book 

from which I have learned more about the true es s ence of God, 

Christ, man and all other things, than from this litt le 

volume.'') Dr. Lisco has entered thoroughl y i nto t h e problem 

and has come to this conclusion: "The quest i on of t he author­

ship o f the Theologia deutsch has neither been answered nor 

fur thered through the discovery of the MS of 1497. 'lbe au thor 

remains unknown unless an unexpected fortunate literary 

discovery should reveal his name. Luther, t he grea t student 

o f mystical theology in g eneral and of the writing s of Tauler 

1 4 . Tauler, Predig ten (Spener ed., Fran k furt 1 681) in 
Preface ( Pa ges are not numbered). 



in particular, has remarked 1n his preface quite correctly 

that the subject matter is very similar to that of the 

writings of Dr. Tauler. Novertheless, those who consider 

Tauler the author are in the wrong. Tauler is oldor. That 

the unknown author of the book should quote Tauler at the 

beg inning of the thirteenth chapter is certainly not an 

effort to hide his own authorship with an at t empt t o ascribe 

1t to that mystic." 

Susanna Winl!liorth reaches the same conclusion in the 

historical introduction to her Theologica Germanica. She 

feels that the book is not by Tauler although it resembles 
,, 

his sty le. 

Schmidt reaches the same conclusion. Of the Theologia 

deuts ch he says "this book had 1ts orig in in the fifteenth 

c entury. 11 
' 

7 

Only the sermons remain as the genuine v,ork of '!'auler. 

All other works ascribed to Tauler have not u ithstood the 

23. 

test o f thorough research. Only in recent years have his 

ser~ons been sub jecte d t o a critical analysis (F. Vetter in 

1910 ; and A. Corin from 1924-39). It is now evident that even 

among the sermons many are ~purious. But of those sermons 

·. hich we know to be genuine we can say with Loeffler that they 

are " among the finest monuments of the German language, of 
,g 

German fervour of belief, and of profound spiritual feeling." 

15. Lisoo, F. G., Die Heilslohre der Theologia deutsch,p. 1 5 . 
16. Winkworth, s., Theologica Germanica, Introd. P• LI. 
17. Schmidt, op. cit •• P• 77. 
18. Catholic Encyclopedia, (1912). sub Tauler. 



III. The Sermons of Tauler 

Tauler is remembered primarily as a great preacher. 

Although other works a scribed to him have not stood the 

searching examinations of scholars, his sermons have re­

mained as a great monun1ent to htm. The very fact that more 

than t wenty editions of his sermons have appeare d since 1498 

b ear s testimony to their enduring worth. These sermons have 

influenced Catholics and P rotestants, Lutherans and Pietista. 

In bis own day too, Tauler was revered as a preacher 

throughout the a rea of the Rhine Valley. His forceful and 

direct yet always s ympathetic manner made a deep 1~pression 

on his hearers. Men and women traveled far to hear the words 

of this great Friend of God. 

Vilmars well-known theologian and student of literature, 

doscribes Tauler's sermons in this way: "John Tauler's 

24. 

sermons have an invard.ness, sincerity and depth as it is 

achieved p erhaps only once during a century. Even today they 

remain a s a hardly attainable and scarcely surnaasable examp le 

I 
of preaching." 

Schrnidt says of Tauler's sermons: "Among the German 

preachers of bis time, Tauler stands forth as the greatest ••• 

As a preacher Tauler surpasses Master Eckhart and all other 

mystics of this time whose sermons have come down to us. He 

is, indeed~ less transcendental than Eckhart or Gerhard of 

Sterngasse, but he is more Christian and p opular than both of 

1. Vilmar, Geschiohte der deutschen National-Literatur. 
(1890), PP• 236-237. 



these. He has greater depth than may be found in the simple 

sermons of Hicolaus of Strassburg or in the almost fanciful 

sermons of Suso." a. 

Klemens Loeffler subscribes to this judgment: "The 

sermons (of Ta uler) are among the finest monuments of t h e 

German language, of German forvour of belief, and of profound 

a p iritual feeling." 3 

Preg er is equally connnendatory in judging Tauler's 

s ermon3: "Their streng th lies in the fact that Tauler knew 

h ou to put into the m his whole hoart, the f'ulness of his 

25. 

moral beine. So utterly and completely is he p enetr a ted by 

love o f God and Christ, so happily is the sublime and un­

wo r ldly ze a l of tho orator blended with gentlene ss and freedom, 

that he ma .:3 ters the will unawares, and lays the heart op en 

t o t h e demo.nds that he makes upon 1 t." ;./ 

In the period of the Reformation the sermons of Tauler 

were esteemed highly. Within less than a hundre d y e a rs, 1498-

1593, ten editions a p peared in several German dia l e c t s a s 

we l l a s in Latin and Italian. This alone pays high tribute 

to a man who had lived a century and a half earlier. Luther 

s p o k e highly of these sermons and recommended the m to h is 

s tudents a nd friends. (This will be discussed at l e n gth in 

another chapter). Speckle, a younger contemporary of Luther, 

but a historian and chronicler rather than a theolog ian, has 

2. Schmidt, oo. cit., p. 83. 
3. The Catholic Encyclopedia, (1912), 
4 . Tauler, The Inner Way, ( Quoted byJ 

Introd. PP• XXIX-XXX. 

sub Tauler. 
X-:-w. Hutton in 



left us his estimate of Tauler's sermons. "His sermons were 

unique. He presented neither dry scholastic doubts, noT 

useless stories of saints. But in very simple words , with 

deep war mth and heartfelt sincerity, he s p oke to t h e inner 

26. 

man and sought to give him that peace which he sought in vain 

among the tumult of the outer world. He wanted to take men 

av:ay from the vanity of everything earthly and temporal and 

l ead t hem-- througb. complete abstinence and sel f -denial, through 

absolute poverty of the s p irit and through common love--to 

tho union with that which is alone tru ly g ood, God.";-

The chief characteristic 01' these sermons is their vivid 

reality and their inwardness. Their main t h eme is the UDi..on 

of the soul wlth God. Yet he does not lose himself in mere 

admoni t ion~, v,arnings and consola tions. The sermons are 

practica l in their application throughout. They have what 

" Kunze has called nkasuelle Faerbung ." At a time during which 

mos t sermons were either pious fables or more moral tales, it 

is easy to unde rstand Tauler's popular appeal. 

His method is that of the church fa thers. He explains 

the text allegorically or mystically. This exp lanation is 

then accompanied by practical ap plication. 7 

Tauler 's sermons are distinguished by the f requent 

occurence of dialogue. Whenever Tauler illustrates with a 

story, he lets the cha racters speak f or themselves. This 

5. Speckle, T. I'1 fol. 200, quoted in Schmidt, op. cit., p . 39 . 
6 . Kunze, Paul, 'Einigea ueber Taulers Predigt", in 

Mancherlei Gaben usw,, Vol. 38 , P• 95. 
7. Schmidt, op. cit., p . 80. 
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helps him achieve a drruna.tlc reality which is re.re. \'le would, 

of course, hesitate to endor~e such a homiletic device, yet 

in the hands of Tauler it is very eff ective. 

Picturesque express ions and puraoles are found frequently 

27. 

g 
in all of his sermons. He g ives many examples to make abstract 

ideas concrete. He tells numerous stories that s e rve as 

1llustrnt ions. His parables a re taken from the daily life of 

h is time s and deal with such subjects as hunting , the planting 

of vineyards, river travel, farming, etc. The pu r pose of 

these pa rables and p icture language is to clarify t o his hearers 

the dogmatic and mystic tez,rainology of Chris t lan teaching. ,, 

In one sermon, for example, Tauler describes deer hunting in 

all its details and then makes an ap plication t o Chr i stian 
q 

li f e. In another sermon he compares the Christia._11 \';·i t h the 

r farmer. He tells his hearers that "the Christian should do 

as the farmer, who surveys his fields in March. 71 th the 

coming of spring he prunes his trees, dig s and ~ eeds, and plows 

his fields with tirel~ss energy. Even so men should. plow 

the ir own inner fiel.d, turn over the ground of' their n ork s 

and prune their trees, that is, tr..eir carnal mind and base 
I 0 

~assions, and dig out all weeds." In another sermon he dra~s 

the Christian's attentions to the wisdom o f the serpent . He 

says, "You should lmow wherein the wisdom of the s erpent 

consists. · When the serpent notices that 1 t is beginning to 

a. Vogt-Terhorst, Der bildliche Ausdruck in den Predigten 
J. •ra.ulers, Breslau 1920. 

9. J.T.,ed.N., pp. 49-58. 
10. J.T.,ed.N., P• 71. 



age, shrink and stink, it looks for two stones that 1 1e next 

to each other . The serpent vrill then force and s queeze itself 

betwe0n these t wo stone s to shed the old skin undor which a 

new skin has a l 1 .. oady grown. Man must do the se.mo with his 

old skin, t h at is, with everything which he has by n a ture , no 

matter hou great or good it mi ght be. Certainly ever ything 

in man is a gin g and full of failing . ~ an must f orce himself 

b e tween the t wo stones to lose all this. Which are these tVJo 

stones? The one is the ete~·na l God, who Hi l!lself i s truth. 

The other is t h e loving humanity of Christ, which is the real 

vmy . 11
" Such parabl es bear some similarity to those of Christ, 

espocially inasmuch a s the majority of them are a l so t~ken 

from the roal m of n a ture. 

28. 

~ any of Tnuler 's sermons have a definite symbolic or 

al l egorical char a cter. He rarely expl ains the Biblical stories 

f rom their historical viewpoint . Ther e is ac t ual l y lit tle that 

we might call textual exposition in Tau ler 1 s sermons. The 

Bibl e narrative in itself does not concern Tauler much. He 

is f ar more interested in t h e symbolical or a llegorical meanin g s 

that he finds i n the characters, circumstances and events of 

the accounts. A brief excerpt from Tnu ler 1 s sermon on the 

Be the sda p ool wi ll i llus trate: " This pool is the loving person 

o f our Lord J esus Christ. The water in this pool tha t was 

l a ter stirred 1s the highly praised b lood of the loving Son 

of God, who is both God and mo.n and has washed us in His 

p r ec ious blood, and wil l wash out of' love all those that come 

11. J. T.,ed.N., P• 7 3 . 



to Him. The sick patients, of v,hom t hero '\7ere a l a r g e number 

a t the pool ~ai ting for t he stir r i n g of the water , are tc 

be unde rstood as a ll men, who we re still in a ll t h e ir l i f e­

time s u b ject to the bondag o of t he old Coven ant ••• The fiv e 

h ulls of the pool a re in one sense the five wound s of our 
, :i.. 

Lora." Taul er even h a s an a llegori cal e xpl a ne.tion f or t he 

acc o1•nt o f t h e f light or +-,he Chris t child i nto E_gyp t . Herod 

r e p resents t he world. Archelaus, h is son, s ymboli ze s man's 

c a rna l lusts. Egy p t is the darknes s of t he world . And 

1 'J Jos e ph repre sents the g odly life. Many o f Tauler 1 s sermons 

a re a llegorical throughout; in some, on the o ther han d , h e 

makes no use of allegory whatsoever. 14 

~'her e h us beon s ome discus s ion a s to Tnul e r' s method of 

d e l i v e ry. Some feel that Tauler rea d his sermons after 

29. 

h a v i n g worke d them out carefully. Othe r s b e l iev e t he. t Tauler 

u ed no manu script and always prea ched extemporane ou s l y . 

( Ex t empora neous does not me a n "with out prepar ation"). Tauler's 

great p opular appeal a s a preache r , a s ~ell a s the l i vely 

and rea listic style o f his serrrions; lead u s t o b e lie ve that 

Tauler wa s g i ven t o e xtemporaneous doliv ery . Kunze c omes t o 

t he same conclus ion. ,s 

1 2 . J . T., e d.N., pp . 4- 41. 
13. J.T.,ed.N., p p. 22-27. 
1 4 . Schmidt, op. cit,, P• 93. 
1 5 . Kunze, op. cit,, p. 94. Kunze base s his v i e ws on t he 

con clusions r e ached b y Neb e , Zu r Ges ch ichte de r Predig t , and 
La ngdorff, Preface to "Tauler 11 in Predig t der Kirche, 1 6 . 



30. 

To b e a populor preacher Tau ler, of course, haa to 

p reach in German . 
,, 

This has never been dou~ted. And in this 

way To.uler me.de a real contribution to thf'J development of 

the G~rmen l anguage o.ntl literature. Engel has awarded him 

a noble title indeed when h e calls him "the mos t i ;,portant 

f orerunner of Luther as a wri tel"' o f German prose" and 111le1s ter 

der 'l'iofdenkerproaa."
1711

.Along with Eckha rt and Seuse (Suso) 

,·;e may number Taul er anong those creat1 ve geniuses, who 

through Luther, gave us our highest spirit ua l good--our German 
18 

l anguage of today. 11 Schmidt denies Tauler's influence on 

tho development of Ge~nan prose, although he concedes t hat 

'.L'au l e r, along V'lith the other mystics, helped to create a n!ore 

Germon t e1--minology for philosophy.'qof course, Tauler made 

tha t con t ribution. But vre are also willing ( just as llatUnann 

and Engel ) to accord Tauler f'ull credit for h is contributions 

tm7ard the development of the German language . 

We hav~ then in Tauler not only a 5reat, a lthough nnique, 

p::r.->ea cher, but a father of the German language as v1ell . 

1 6 . Schmidt , op. cit., p . 78. 
17. Engel, Eduard, Geschichte der deutschen Literatur, 

Bd . I, P • 139. 
18. J.T.,ed.N., P• 20. 
19 . Schmidt, op. cit., PP • 79- 80. 



IV. '!'he Theology of Tauler 

Tauler did not introduce a neu theology nor did he even 

initiate any new trends in theology. As a true "Friend of 

God" he v1as concerned 1n reducing theology to a practical 

and understandable form and then apnlying it to the ne PdB o f 

his h earers . He did not originate anything strikingly ne~ , 

but he diffe red fron1 other preachers of his day in that he 

i g nored the nAristotelian" f'ormulas and definitions current 
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in pre-Reformation theology and attempted to drive home instead 

the simp le Christian truths v,hich had long been obscured by 

much medie val s peculation. 

Tau l e r, of course, never systematized his theology. Yet 

n study o f his theology (as w~ find it in his sermons) is 

es s ontial ton study of Tauler. 1 Claimed nnd acclaimed by 

Pro testants and Catholics alike, we are led to wonder uhat 

the source of this attraction is. Called by many a "precursor 

of the Reformation" we wonder what it was that brought him 

this title. An exami nation of his theology is, therefore, a 

necessary prerequisite to an understanding of hi s influence 

on the great Reformer. 

As long as the Buch von der Nachfolge des m-men Lebens 

Christi(~) was considered genuine, students found in this 

book a comp end of his teachings. But we have shown that this 

book is no longer b e lieved a genuine work of Taulers and 

therefore does not come under consideration v,hen studying his 

1. A most thorough discussion 0£ Tauler 1 s theology is to 
be found i n Prager , op. cit,, Vol. III, p p . 1 44- 241. 



theology. In studying h1a theology we must depend entirely 

on his sermons. A study, however, of Tauler•s personality, 

his training and his time, will help to deepen our under­

standing and appreciation of the religious beliefs of this 

"Friend of God." ?.. 

Tauler is always remembered as a mystic, a member of 

the company of those who op posed the worldliness that was so 

very evident in the church of that day. A desire f or reform 

in the ch urch called forth this movement. Deep religious 

fo oling, coupled with asceticism, was evidenced in the desire 

of the mystic to achieve a union with God. Tauler f elt 
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dravm to such a movement. (It must be understood that by 

"movement" we do not mean a n org anized group eff ort.) "Tauler 1 s 

own deep fe e lings and sensibilities leaned t oqard cont emplation 

rather than t oward dialecticism. It was this that first 
3 

at tracted him to mysticism." Scholasticism had reached its 

'f ~gb._t..h shortly before Tauler' s time. "The great teachers of 

the Church, Bon~ventura and Thomas Aquinas, had still sought 

to unite the mystical element with their philosophic speculation 

over the dogma of the church. But now scholasticism and 

mysticism were moving ever f'urther apart ••• Scholasticism had 

lost itself in argumentation and debates that ~ere conducted 

with great passion in the schools ever since the beginning 

of the fourteenth century. But amidst these countless 

2. For a complete description and analysis of the period 
in which Tauler lived, see Se Psholtz, Friends of God, Chapter I. 

3 . Schmidt, op. cit., p. 91; compare J.T., ed.N., p. 8 . 


