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been explained only recently - that is the command found in 
Exodus 34:26 that a kid should not be boiled in its mo- 

ther's milk. The recently discovered Ras Shamra inscrip- 

tions have revealed that the highest honor that could be 

paid to the Canaanite and Phoenician fertility gods was the 

offering of a kid boiled in its mother's milk.? That the 
eating of animals with the blood still in them, which is 

forbidden in Leviticus 17:10-14, was common in the worship 

of the deities of fertility has long been known. Even cer- 

tain features of adress were ordained to keep the Jews in 

mind of Jehovah's deliverance and guidance (Numbers 15:38- 

41). It 48 evident. that God took every possible measure 

short of instruction by means of irresistible grace to pre- 

vent the Jews from suffering the consequences of their own 

lack of insight. 

It is difficult to realize. today now deeply ingrained 

the attitudes of henotheisam must have been in the ancient 

Teraelites. That it was so deeply planted as to be practi- 

cally impossible to uproot is evident from the fact that, 

after they had settled in Canaan, the Jews did turn to the 

Worship of the gods who had held sway there before their 

coming. That they could do this despite the crystal-clear 

teachings of Moses, the observance of a cultus whose every 
renee 

1, Nelson Glueck, The Other Side of the Jordan, p. 4. This 
dish is still considered a great delicacy among modern 
Arabs. 
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feature pointed to Jonoveh as the only God, and the many 
Wonders which Cod had performed to help them to believe in 
Him elone (Numbors 14:11) shows us how completely foreign 

to their thinking was the idea that a god could hold sway 
oer 2 country which was not traditionally his. Of course, 

it becomes evident in their later history that their defec- 
tlons from tha worship of Jehovah were due in part to their 
neglect cf tha precepts whieh we have here deseribed; Thus 
it beesne the regular thing in the early days for those who 
Bti11 ware loyal to Jehoveh to worship Him in the high pla- 
Ces which had been dedicated to Baal (I Kings 3:2). The 

finding of the Law of Moses, which had been written down to - 

Porpetuste his texchinge on the monotheism of Jehovah (Deu- 
teronomy 31:15,26), 1n the Temple-rubbish in the time of 
Joeiah (II Kings 22:2) indicates how little those teachings 
Were handed on to later generations. The various ritual ob— 

nervances clco were neglected for many centuries (II Kings 

23:22 - the Passovor), 

God's preventive moaeures against idolatry were not only 
teken in the time cf Moses. The book of Joshua reveals how 

thet great successor of Moses made it hir policy to read 
the writings of the Law to his people in the early deys of 
the conquest (8234-35). He, too, preached to them the truth 
that Jehoveh wes Lord of all the earth (3:11). Probably the 
metal objects mentioned in Joshua 6:19 inoluded meny idols 
(the colden wedge which Achen stole is referred to in Jo-



shua 7:1 as an "accursed thing") - Joshua wisely directed 

that all these things be brought to the Lord's treasury, 

where they could not be circulated among the people (6:19). 
Before his death Joshua also preached a powerful farewell 

sermon to the children of Israel (24:2-18), in which he re- 

Viewed the great miracles and the mercies of Jehovah and 

exhorted them to continue steadfast in His service. The 

People made a solemn promise that they would serve Jehovah 

faithfully (24:20) - they kept it until Joshua's death. 

 



V. The Gods of Canaan 

The pre-Ieraelite religion of Canaan was not polytheis- 

tic in the usual sense of the word. It is characteristic of 

polytheistic systems that they have well-developed panthe- 

Ons containing a large number of gods, each of whom posses- 

86 a clearly defined sphere of operation. Canaanite theo- 

logy never had a chance to reach this point. It may be that 

in time the Canaanites, if they had been left undisturbed 

by their more warlike neighbors, would have evolved a full- 

fledged system in which eack local goa was given his proper 

Place, but at the time of the Israelite conquest the coun- 

try was too disunited politically for such a development to 

occur, 

During the period of the Jewish occupation of the land 

the Canaanite religion was gradually developing from the 

animistic to the henotheistic stage. This immaturity of Ca- 

naanite worship accounts for the rather striking fluidity 

with which the spheres of influence of and the interrela- 

tionships between the various deities may be changed or 

transferred. Even the sex of the gods changes with discon- 

certing ease.) thus a goddess may appear in one text as the 
Se 

1. William Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Is- 
1 rael, p. 71. 

 



mother, in another as the sister, and in a third as the 

wife of a particular god, while in a fourth she may become 

& male deity. 

The animism of Canaanite religion is strongly evidenced 

in the references made to it in the pages of Scripture. The 

use Of evergreen trees and of stone pillars in connection 

with their worship indicates their belief that these ob- 

Jects were inhabited. by some supernatural being - evidently 
the hills on which their "high places" were built were also 

thought to be epirit-dwellings. It has been observed that 
still today people of Palestine and Syria are wont to wor=- 

ship countless lesser divinities inhabiting trees, rocks, 

hills, and fountains. Eventually the spirits with which 
such natural objects were endowed came to be looked upon as 

the owners of the objects in which they dwelt —- thus they 

began to teke on the aspects of gods. It is in this fact 
that we find the roots of Canaanite Baalism. The spirits 

Were designated as the "Baale"2 or “owners” or "lords" of 
the natural objects or phenomena which they were supposed 

to inhabit. 

Numerous examples may be found in the Old Testament of 

Such Baals considered as the owners of various manifesta- 
Sa eeeeenne ans cansenasairesencasoeaeorensermeeeaenn 

1. He P. Smith, The Religion of Israel, p. 16. 2. The bla idea that Baal was supposed to be god of the sun 
and Ashtoreth goddess of the moon has been discarded for 
some years by students of Canaanite religion - Albright, 

SP. cit., p. 83. 
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tions of nature. Thus we have Beal-Peor, mentioned in Num- 

bers 23:3, the owner of Mount Peor; Baal-Hermon (Judges 3: 

3), the divinity of Mount Hermon; Baal-Tamar (Judges 20: 

33), the owner of a palm-tree; and in Joshua 19:8 Baalath- 
Beer, the female divinity of a certain well. We learn from 

II Kings 23:5 that the Jews also learned the Worship of the 

sun, moon, planets, and other heavenly bodies from their 
Canaenite neighbors - no doubt it was the Baals of these 

Sbjects that were actually worshiped. One of these is men- 
tioned in Amos 5:26 ag the god Chiun; Gesenius' lexicon in- 

forms us that the planet Saturn is probably meant. It would 

Seem from Ezekiel 6:10 that the Baals of animals and 4n-. 

sects were also worshiped. According to Professor Max Mill- 

ler, a similar religious system may be observed today in 

some of the native African religions, which feature a be- 

lief in individual spirits inhabiting rivers, lakes, 

springs, plots of ground, trees, certain animals, and 

carved images and taliemans.2 

The religious system of Baalism is met with among the 

earliest Semitic peoples, who also believed in certain su- 

Pernatural powers inhabiting various physical objects, as 

Baal-Shamem, the owner of the sky, Shemesh, the Baal of the 

sun, Sin, the Baal of the moon, and other Baals of animals, 

trees, springs, mountains, etc. It seems to have been 
SOMME ves tos 

+ Compare Baal-Zebub, the " fly-divinityg (II Kings 1:2). 
2: Mine ler, op. cit., p. 107. | 
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brought into the lend of canaan by the Amorites, tue earii-~- 

est-inhabitents of whom we have historical record. Thses 

People, who cccupied the land about 2000 B. C., were of the 
Same race as those who had set themselves up as the ruling 

dynasty of Babylonia a century earlier. Thus it is that we 

fing the relates worship of Ishtar in Babylon and Ashtoreth 
in Cenaen.1 It 1s interesting to ask one's self whether the 
extreme wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah might not perhaps 

mark the ontry into Palestine of Baaliam with ite characte- 

Tistic soxial license ~ isaiah (129-10) compares Judeh in 

the period of Saal-worship to Sodom and Gomorrah, and Eze- 

Kiel (16:46-49) speaks of Sodom as the sister of Judah and 
Terael. The particular sex aberration of which the Sodo=- 

Mites were Guilty (Genesis 19:5) is mentioned frequently es 

ne of the sexinl excesses connected with the worship of 

Baal (I Kings 14:24; II Kings 23:7). 
The Cenaanite tribes, who entered the land of Palestine 

about 1600 B. G., seem to have taken over the worship of 

the Baals from the original Amorites.@ Many of the latter 
Were pushed scross the Jordan, where they established the 

kingdone of Seshan and Heshbon. Excavations in these re- 

Sions have uncovered numerous representations of Ashtoreth 

Gating from before the Hebrew occupation.” The name of Ash- 
Serene 

1. George Barton, Archaeology and the Bible, p. 107. Ashto- 
reth was the feminine counterpart of the Baals. 

2. Ibid., pp..109f. 
3. Glueck, Op. cit., Pe 153. 

 



toreth also occurs in Joshua 9:10 as the capital city of 

08 king of 3ashan. 

Baalism among the Amorites and Canaanites centered ori- 

Ginally in the belicf that every plot of fertile ground 
Owed ite fertility to the fact that some supernatural be- 

ing, the "Saal" or "omer" of the plot, awelt there.? These 
local Beals were believed to be supreme in their own loca- 

lities, although in later times there were other Baals over 

them who possessed a wider, even a national authority.= 
These early Baels fulfilled the same functions among the 
Canaenites as aid tribal gods among other peoples - the 

Baal was considered to be the king, the father of the inha- 

bitants, the leader in battle, the final judge in all dis- 

puted matters, and the giver of rain and crops.” The insti- 

tution of local Basla is indicated in Jeremiah 2:28, where 

the prophet says that Judah has a god for each city. In the 

city of Jorusalem thore was even a Baal for each street 
(Jeremiah 11:13). 

Some of these local Baals are mentioned by name in the 

Bible. Thus in II Kings 1:2-6 we have the name of the Baal 

of the town of Ekron, one Baal-Zevub, so named either be- 

cause he was personified as a fly or because he was sup- 

Posed to have some particular power over flies. Baal-Berith 

1. Oesterley * Robinson, cit., De 57. 
Zo id De 191 e 

3. Tea’ ps 175. 
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18 mentioned 1n Judgon 8:33 as the Baal of Ophreh. The name 

"Baal~Beri th" seems to have been an appellation of the god 

Heuran, who was the overseer of all contracts and covenants 

in addition to boing Beal of the underworld.2 His name is 
included in the local name of Beth-Horon (Joshua 16:3) 2 

The Baal of the town of Beth-Shomesh (Joshua 21:16) seems 

to have boen shemash, the personification of the sun. 

The places and manner 4n which the Baals were worshiped 

Were wholly in keeping with the animistic conception of 

their origin, the places chosen for their worship were usu- 

ally "high places", although in later centuries, as Baalism 
developed into polytheism, some temples were also built for 

them (IT Kings 10:21). These high places seem to have been 

an institution of the pro-Canasnite Amorites - some of the 

high places which have been excavated date back to before 

2000 B. 6.5 The high place was originally located on a 
hill, which was ehosen probably because it was thought to 

be the abode of a Geity; it may also be that, Baal's worshi- 

bers felt that ha wanted to be high up, withdrawn from 

men,* Later, however, the term came to mean any sanctuary, 

80 that in Jeremish 7:51 we even read of a high place built 

ina valley. Excavations in Palestine at Megiddo, Taanach, 

and Gezer have revealed that most of these high places were 
Se eeceeeeeeees 

1. Albri, t . cit e 113. 2, Bi pe ee oe 3. Barton, on. cit., pe 170. 4. Cesterley = Robinson, Ope Cite, DPe 58f.  


