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Sl. 

"Like his rival Frederick met the situation with prayers 
& 

but unlike his rivel his prsyers remained unansveredg" plead— 

ing for tine he withdrew tc Heidelberg to consult with his 

counsellors and the princes of the Protestant Union. 

Eoth groups did not react favorably to his accepting the 

throne, His Council drew up a List of fourtecn reasons for 
55 

refusal and only six for ucceptance. On September lz the 

Princes of the Protestant Union met ut lothenberg. Only two 

of them, Baden and Ansbock, weve warmly in favor of acceptance. 

John George of Saxony discouraged the move entirely. John 

Sigismund of Brandenburg and Maurice of Orange offered a 
56 

lukewar consent » but wer. reluctent to do so. 

Whether Frederick's wife, Elizabeth, urged him to accept 

the proferred throne must remain .n wmmenswered question. It 

1s difficult though to imagine that she would prefer to reiiain 
57 a 

én electress rather than a queen. 

The Bohemian princes had elected Frederick in the nope 

that the futal division between the Calvinists and the Luth- 

58 ; ; 
evens would be healed, They had counted heavily cn fng= 

lish support when they chose him, and Frederick was well 

aware he would need England's support if he ecceptec the throne. 

He therefore sent Christopher von Dohna to James I to ask if 

the Inglish monarch vould concur in the acceptance of the 

ee 
54. Wedgwoud, op. cite, De 97. 
55. Ibid., p. v8. i 
56. Ward, Ope cit., Vol. IV, Pe 29. — = 

57. Wedgwood says "Ihe young Blectress Elizabeth valiantly 
ussumed a neutral attitude in public, but in private ex- 
pressed herself in favor of her husband's acceptance. 
Legend has put in her mouth the proud statement that she 
woulé rather eat s.uerkraut with a king then roast meat 
with an Elector," op. cit., pe 98 Dr. Ward maintains 
that thet is a buseless legend but one which continues 
to survive. Ee maintains that her mind was not at that 

time occujicd with political affairs, though at the time  
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the Bohemian crown. How James accested ven Dohna must remain 
we . 59 a Matter of conjecture. James however considered the matter 

very carefully, It is "evident from the instructions he gave 

Lord Doreuster that he was little disposed to assume an un- 
60 

friendly uttitude towards the House of Hapsburg." Janes 

Was always the arbiter and hoped to reconcile the perties. - 

Fredcsrick did not wait for an answer from ioe I. =gged 

on by Christian of Anhalt, his chaplain Schultz, who though: 
262 

he "sew the hand of the Lord in the affair," and Bathlen Ga— 

ter, Frederick accepted the throne on September 25, 1619. 

Five dcys Lotcr the Protestant Union requested the sing 

of England to sanction the decision of Frederick and to make 

known an allionce with him by «u public proclamation. Alli their 

of the elect on she asked her father to support Frederick, 
Ope cit., Vol. IV, Be o0. 

58. Green, op, cit., p. 489. - 59. Gindeley says that when James was informed of Frederick's 
election on S eptember 16 he stoutly rejected all prayers 
and repre entaetions designed to secure his sanction to 
it, History of the thirty Years! War, p. 154. Dr. Ward 
gives an entirely different chronology and opinion of that 
mecting between tne King and Frederick's representative. 
fe holds that von Dohna appeared before the King on Sep— 
tember 26, and ali that happened was a refusal of James 
I to concur until he could cunvinee himself of the jus-— 
tice of Frederick's cause. ‘The action he tock later do 
hot bear out Dr. Yerd's conjecture, op. cit., Vol. IV, 
be 25. The actions of James incline me to believe that 
James refused to grant his consent.at that time. James 
publicly wrote to Phillip of Spain that he hed nothing 
te do with the election (cf. Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I, 
p. 154), but James certainly would¢call his council to 
consider the matter either if ne had definitely mace up 
bis mind to oppose Frederick's action. 

60. Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 154. 
6l. Here again Pr. War (loc. cit.) differs with Wedgwood 

(loc. cit.), wio holds that the Chaplain Schultz infiuenced 
Frederick to accept the throne. Dr. Ward holds thet 
C,ristien von Anhalt ulene was the one individuel who 
persuuded Frederick to accept the contended throne. A 
Calvinist as Schultz certainly would use some pressure 
on Frederick. 

62. Wedgwood, op. cite, pe 38-6 
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Pleading was in vain. On October £ von Dohna vas admitted 

to an audience with the King, in which James I gave vent to Ee 

his "entire accumulation of resentment towards his son-in- 

lay." 

"From the very first Jumes denied to his son-in-law the 

title of King of Bohemia. He forbade him to be prsyed for in 

the churches under that appelation; and though he owned thet 

he hud in no wise examined the pretensions, priveleges, end 

constitution of the revolted states, so exalted was his idea 

of Divine Right of Kings that he coneluded subjects must be 

in the wrong vhen they stood in opposition to those who had 

essumica or acguired that majestie title. Thus even in measures 

founded on true politics James so intermized so many nar:ow 

prejudcies as diminished his authority and exposed hin te 3 | 
64 

imputations of weakness and error." 

Three reascus, then, prevented James from concurring 

in Frderiests ace 2;tanee of the throne of Bohemia. ‘The first 

was his anger at the turn of events in Germany which saw another 

liapsburg upon the throne: the secend was his supposition that 

he was powerless to act; the third vas his belief in the Di- 
65 

] vine Right of Kings. : 
Ee ae 

65. Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 154. j 
64, iuine, ope Cite, Vol. IV, be 46. 1 

65. Jemes belicved that Nevery king owed duties to his sub— 
jects but that he alone wus the judge of whet wes best. 
lie considered Kings as 'Cod's lieutenents ongearth! and | 
that their orders snd laws should be accepte implicitly #| 
as the revealed Yord of God Himself, " Adams, Building : 
of the Dritish Empire, p. £44. He maintained that "the 1 
rule ot prinogeiture was a divine institution, anterior r 
to Christicn ané even te Hosaie dispensaticn; thet no 
human power, not even of the whole legisluture, no length 
of adverse pessession though it be extended to ten cen= 
turies, could deprive a legitimate prince of his rights; 
that the authority of such « prince was always cespotic; 
that the laws, by which in England and in other coun- 
tries the prerogetive was limited, were to be regarded 
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54. 

The least tuat James should have demanded was a hands-off 

Policy frow the rest of Hurope, but the 'statecraft! on which 

he prided himself lea him "to count cnot on Spanish fear but 

on Spanish teiendaity odin James did not want te antagonize 

Spain und hoped for a peaceable settlement of the entire 

Problem, He therefore refused all aid to the Protestant Prin— 

ces, and even threatened war against Holland, the only coun— 

try which -as in carnest in her endeavers to nelp the dis- 

tressed Protestants. Hetried to force the Protestants on the 

Continent to leace the matter to his Aitteatrontee The™ 

Protestant Princes hovever refused to heed James I'g wishes. 

On Opteber 6, 1619 Fred-rick made his formal acceptance 

of the throne of Bohanagiee A few days later amid the lamen— 

tations of his people who dearly loved him he rode out of Hei- 

“elberg on his way to Prague. He was "taking more than he 

Palatinate with him, for he was taking the fate of Germany and 

the pe.ce of tucopen he with him. Even the weather foreast 

the events to come, for frederick left in a drizzling mist 

of that Vetober day. 

Frederick's action had reverberations throughout Surope, 

especial 'y in-Hollend. the "truce between the United Provinces 

* merely maxconcesste™s which the sovereign head freely made 
and might at his pleasure resume; that any treaty which 
& King might ccnelude with his people was merely « decla— 
ration of his present intentions, and not « contract of 
which the performence could be demanded,” Kac.ulay, Op. 
cit., Vol. I, p. 74: / 

66. Green, op. cit., p. 489. 
G7. Ibid. 
G€. Following the chronology of Dr. Ward. 
69. Wedgwood, op. cit., pp. 59-100. f 
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and Spxin was coming to sn end, and the man uron shom ths 

Butch cepended to guard the Rhine was leaving his sost tc 

these a phantom in Hohemia, setting out te dethrone « Heps- 

burg, blaidly cetying the. lightning of Spain. Here wes 

the leading Protestant ruler in the tmpire pledging the cause 

ef cmstitutional liberties and religious freedom te the sus= 

Port of 2 national rising in Bohemia. Here wes # German 

Prince assuming the leadership of a Slevonic echelseneane 

this was the vay the Dutch reacted te Frederick's acceptance 

of the throne cf Echemia. 

Frecerick was enthusiastically received in Pregue. He 

had guaranteed the Bohemian constitution before he crossed 

the border. That fact plus the "bustling competence of 

Christien vou Anhalt, the hope of powerful allics, the beauty 

of the young queen, and the flattering Tact that although she 

WSS far acvanced in pregnancy that she hud risked the arduous 

journey in order to bear her child among her husband's new 

subjects made the Bohemians s6vae ce EeEeue wes notoriously 

gay snc welcomed and cecasion for festivity. si 

The Bohemians had still another reason for rejcicing. 

Ferdinand was in « critiel position. It was seid thet there 

were traitors even in his court; Styria, his cwn land, ras 

Giscentent; the Protestants of Austria and Hungary had en— 

70. Ibid. ° 

71. Ibid. 
7. The coronation especial_y was a sign for celebration and 

festivity. ‘the shole city was hung with silver end blue, 
@ guard of honor w.s clothed jin the dress cf Zizkats time, 
fountains running red and white win were set up. "The 
city indeed provoked comparison with Sodom and Gomor- 
rah making merry under skies heavy with disester," Ibid., 
yb. 119. 
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tered into an alliance with the Bohemizns., Bethlen Gabor 

had joined forces with Thurn and had driven Ferdinend's 

ili-disciplined end unpaid forces back over the Danube and 

Was Merching towards Vienna, The son of Ferdinand was dying, 

and Ferdinand had been cal ed avay to care for him in his 

last days. ‘he situation loosed dark for Ferdinand and so 

rosy for the Protestant forces that the Venetian egent re— 

ported that God alone could save Ferdinandts chieetoe One 

part of the picture still remained black, and that was the 

refusal of James I to throw his lot with the Protestant 

forces of the Bchemians, ‘he wieght of his influence might 

well have been the straw thet would have brosen the back of 

Ferdinand and the House of the Lapsburgs. 

Broderick, however, soon disillusioned his subjects. His 

one hope isy in gaining the good-will of his new subjects, "but 

he provoked the contempt of the nobles and the hatred of the 

populace, He was shy of his advisers, bewildered by the lan- 

‘G§ULge and the peculiarities ef the constitution he had pledged 

himself to defend. He annoyed the leading statesmen and above 

all the nobility of the Bohemians by suggesting thet serfdom 

be abolished by attempting to impose a new oath of allegiance 

and by arguing the “states to elect his five year old sca as 

his successor. He annoyed the peo:le ty blundering attempts 

to check the immorality of Prague and worst of ell by dese- 
74 

crating the church. 

Tne Bohemians themselves were to biame for the conditions 

75. Wedgwood, op. cit.,  uoting Heefler, p. 391. 
74, Ibid., p. 120. 
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Which followed. They did little to help the new monarch. 

They thought "or nothing but gratifying their brothers or 

friends in the administration of the army and the government. 

They show.d disrespect for the Soctee The state wus honey- 

combed with Gisaffections, for the old animosities of nobi- 

lity, burghers, and peasantry were sharpened by the distress 

of the country, anc. treason was suspected in the very court 

of the —— 

Frederick socn came under two fires, the first was the 

dissension in his new Kingdom; the second was the reforming 

of Ferdinand'ts armies. In Mareh, 1620, the Catholie League 
qe 
75. Wedgwood mentions that some of the king's own counsel— 

lors were said te have told the king wien he called a 
mecting at seveno'clock in the morning that it was against 
their privelecge to rise to early, Ibid. The Romen 
Catholies naturally did everything they could to dis-— 
courege the young monarch and te make his position on 
the throne insecure. Here is 4 poem they made up and 
u-ea during his reign: 

1) 
Oh, shame cn you, poor winter King, 
vhat's that you have done? 
Is it not a very naughty thing 
To snateh the king's thrones 
Now you will have to stay away from Rneims and Prague, 
4nd more than that—siame and dismay 
Your days and nights with plague. 

2) 
Dear Fritz, good fellow, oh come now, 
Give up, give up the crown! 
To hell, to meet your just reward 
Full soon you will go down. 
Sc everyone that flies too high 
Is sure to go amiss. 
Presumption uiming at the sky, 
Hust pay in Hell's abyss. 

Quoted in Robinson, op. cit., Vol. II, p. £02. 
76. Wedgwood, op. cite, be 120. 
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together with represent.tives of Maximilien of Bavaria und 

the Eletor George met at iuehlnausen. There Ferdinand 

"bought the united support of the Iutherans and the Catholics 

ty offering a guarantee not to interfere with the Remeron 

of the seeularized bishopries in the Upper Saxon Circle." 

Frederick had claimed that the 4ingdow of Bohemia lay outside 

of the German Empire and therefore insisted that he had not 

broken the internal pesce of that Empire but vas merely waging 

Wer on an outside country. Ferdinand gained the support of 

the representatives through his offer, and they in turn de- 

clared Echemia an integral part of the German Empire. On 

April 0 an imperial mandate was issued to Frederick order= 

ing him to withdraw from Bolemis before June lst. Frederick!s 

Subsequent refusal to heed the torder! was the real declaration 

of war. From June lst on every loyal German was supposed to 

Use any means he chose to destroy Frederick. Ferdinand was 

also Sm_owered to raise an army to chase the 'usurper! out of 

the kingdom, 

Frederici's position was going from bad te worse. His 

orn father-in-law rejected his claim to the throne of Bohemia. 

Frederick could texe little comfort in knowing that the English 

People backed him, for he knew that even they could not persuade 

the King to change his poner The disaffection of James 

7. Ibid, p. 107. (It is difficult to think hor the Lutherans 
could be misled to belleve Ferdinandts promises, for all 
knew Ferdinund's position against the Lutherans.) 

e onthe news reached London that Frederick was the new 
King of Echemia, they imuediately attemuted to " stage an 
illumination in the new king's honor, and the ardent Pro- 
testunts throughout the country at once beg .n to collect 
money for his cause," Ibid., pe. 108. 

 


