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"Like nis rival Frederieck met the situstion with prayer,
but wniike Lii: rival his preyers remained unansr;ered;"sé plead-
Ing for time he withdrew to Heidelberg to consult with his
counsellors znd the princes of the Proiestant Union.

Both groups did not react I‘avore;bly to his accepting the
throne, His Council drew up a list of fourtecn reasuns for
refusal and oniy s=ix for uccei;tance.ss Un September 1% the
frinces of the Protestunt Union met st Hothenberg. Only two
of them, Baden und instock, were warmly in favor of acceptance.
John George of Sexony digscouraged the move entirely. John
Slgismund of Brundenburg and Haurice of Oringe offered a
lukewar consent, but wer reluctznt to do 50.56

Ynether Frederici's wife, Zliz:cbeth, urged him to accept
the proferred throne must remain .n unenswered guestion. It
is difficult though to imagine that she would prefer to resain
én electress rather than a c,‘ur.ean.s'7

The Bohemlan princes had elected Frederick in the hope
tuat the futal division between the Calvinists and the Luth-
eraius would he h-:-;.ied.sa 'I‘i;ey. izd counted heavily on fng-
lish support when they chose him, and Frederick was well
avare he vwould need England's support if he accepted tiie throne.
He therefore seut Christopher von Dohna to James I to ask if

the fnglish mon:irch would concur in the acceptance of the

54, 'c'.'edg‘.'.-'o-_.ed OP. cit., < o7.
5. Ibid., Py 98. 4 s i
o VYsrd, op. cit., Vol. IV, p. 288 -

57. Wedgwoud soys Mihe young Flectress Elizabeth valiantly L
ussumed a ueutral attitude in publie, but in private sx-
pressed herself in favor of her husband's acceptance.
egend has put in her mouth the proud statement that she
would rather ezt s.uerkraut with a king 'l‘:_h-.-.n roast meat
with an Slector," op. cit., P. 98. Dr. Ward maintains
that that is & b.scles: legend but one which continues
to survive. FEe maintains that her mind_ was not at that
time occupi=@ with political affalrs, though at the time
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the Bohemian crown. How James acceyted von Dohna must remain
a matter of cunjmcture.ag Jaumcs however censidered the watter
very carefully., It is "evident from the instructions he gave
Lord Doreaster that he vas little disposed to assume an un-
friendly uttitude towards the House of ﬁapsburg.“so James
was alwuys the arbiter and hoped to reconcile the parties.
Frederick did not wait for an answer from Jemes I. Zgged
on by Christiszn of fnhalt, his chaplain Schultz, - wno though:
he "saw the hand of the Lord in the afrair,562 and PBatnlen Ga-
ter, Frederick zccepted the throne cn September £5, 1619,
Five cduys loter the Protestant Union reguested the iing
of Ingland to senction the decision of Frederick and to make

knovn an a2l isnce with him by « public proclamation. &lL their

of thc elcct on she asked her father to support Frederick,
olJo cit-, VD.}.. IV, Le uo.

58. Green, op, cit., p. 489, -

99, Gindeley s.ys that when James vas informed of Frederick's
ulgction on 5 eptember 135 he stoutly rejected all prayers
and repre entation: designed to secure his sanction to
it, Eistory of ihe lhirty Years! War, p. 154. Dr. Ward
Blves an entirely different chronology and opiuion of that
meeting betw. en tihe King and Frederick!s representative,
ile holds that von Dohnua .pupeared befor:s the King on Sep-
tember 26, und al. that happened was a refusal of James
I to concur until he cculd cunvinee himself of the Jjus-
tice of Frederick's czuse. The sction he tock later do
not bear out Dr. Yzrd's conjecture, op. cit., Vol. IV,

Pe 20. The actions of James ineline me to believe that
James refused to grant his consent.at thut time, Jeames
publicly vrote to Fhillip of Spain tiat he hed nothing
to do with the election (cf. Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I,
Pe 154), but James certainly wouldecall his ccuneil to
consider the matter either if he had definitely made up
iz mind to oppose Frederick's sction.

60, Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 154.

6l, Here again Ir. War (1oc. cit.) differs with Wedgwoud
(loc. cit.), wiho holds that the Chaplein Schultz infiuenced
Frederick to uccept the throne., Dr. ¥ard holds tuat
Cpristien von Anhelt wlcne was the one individual who
persuaded Frederick to accept the contended thrcone. A
Calvinist as Schultz certainly would use scme pressure
on Frederick,

62. Wedgwood, op. cit., p. 98.
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Plesding was in vain. On October £ von Donne vas sdmitted
Yo an wudience with the King, in which James I gave vent to
lils "entire sccuwulation of resentment towards his son-in-
law,n

"Frow the very first Jumes denied to his son-in-las the
title of King of Bonemi.. He forbade him to be p_r:y.':d for in
the churches under thut appelation; and though he owned th&t
e hud in no wise examined the pretensions, prive_leges, andé
cunstitution of the revolted states, so exaltsd was his idea
of Divine hight ol Kings that he conecluded subjects must be
in the wrong when tiey stood in opposition to those wiio had
assumcd or coguired that majestic title. Thus even in measures
founded on true politics James so intermized so Dpany nar:ow
prejudeics oo diminished his sutuority and exposed him to
imputations of “eaknes: and error."e4

Three reuscus, theun, prevented James from concurring
in Frder.cats acc:; tance of the throne of Eohemia. The first
vas nis anier at the turn of events in Cermany which saw another
liapsburg upon the tihronme; the secund was his supposition that
he wos powerless to act; the third was his belief in the Di-

; (5153
vine Right of Ahings.

65. Gindeley, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 154,

64, iume, op, cit., Vol. IV, L. 46.

65. Jemes belicved that "every king owed duties to his sub-
Jects but that he slone wus the Judge of what wes best.
He considered xings :s 'Cod's lieutenunts ongearth! and
that their orders znd laws snould be accepteg implicitly
us the reveuled Tord of God Himself, " Adzms, Building
of the PBritish Empire, p. 844, He maintained toat Tthe
rule of Lrimogeniture was a divine institution, _:mterlor r
to Christion ané even to Hosuzie dispenszticn; that no
human power, not even of the whole legisl:ture, nc longth
of zdverse pessession though it be extended tu ten cen-
turies, cculd deprive a legitimate prince of his rights;
that the autiiority of such ¢ prince was r».lmti.s aespotics;
that the laws, by which in Englend and in other coun-
tries the prerogative was limited, were toc be regarded
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The least tuat James should huve demanded was a hands-off
Policy frow the rest of Burope, but the tstatecraft! on which
he prided nimsslf led him "to count cnot on Spanish fear but
on Spanish friendshi y."ub Jumes did not want to antagonize
Spain und lloped for a peacsable setilement of the entire
Problem. He ther:fore refused ell aid tc; the Protestant Prin-
€es, and even threstencd war against Holland, ti:e only coun—
try wiilch ' as in carnest in her endeavors to uelp the dis—
tressed Protestunts., Hetried to force tne Protestants on the
Continent to leace the matter to his z:rbitration.67 The’
Protestant Princes however refused to heed James I's wishes,

On Ogtobur ¢, L8619 Fred.rick m.de hls formal acceptance
of the thronc of .liéuhemi.x.sa A Tew days later amid thie lamen-—
tations of nis people who dearly loved him he rode out of Hei-
delberg on his way to Prague. He was "teking mors than hs
Pelatinate with him, for he was taking the fate of Germany and
the pe.ce of 3'-urui,-e“m’ withh him. &Lven the weather rorcast
the events to come, for Frederick left in a drizzling mist
of that Vctober day.

Fredericx's action had reverberations thrm::ghout Zurope,

-

é'éi)ecia_:l .3«' in-llolland., The U"truce between the United Provinees

" merely o= concessions wioleh the sovereign had freely made
and might ot his plsasure resume; that any treaty viich
& King might cinelude witii his people was merely &« decla-
ration of hi: preoent intentions, andéd not & cuntract of
which the performence could b_e demancied, " lac.ulay, Op.

cit.’ vol. I’ p. 7"1-; /
66. GOreen, op. cit., p., 482,
67. Ibid.

68. Follicwing the chroinology of Dr. Ward.
69 » w’-'.diOiZ-d, Op ° cit LY} pp ® -u‘g-lco [




8nd Spain was coming to sn end, and the man upon stozm tk=
Duteh deronded to guard the Rhine was leaving his post &c

chese a pLantom in Hohemia, setting out to dethrone a Hups—
birg, blubdly defying the lightning of Spsin. Here was

ths leading Frotestant ruler in the impire pledging the cause
°f c.nstitutlional libertics and religious freedcs to the sup—
POrt of z nationel rising in Behemia., Here wes & Germanvo
¥rince ussusing the losdership of a Sluvonic rebeliion,
Iois wes the vay tne Dutch reseted to Frederick's acceptance
of the ihrone of Echemia,

TreCerick was enthusicstically received in Przgue. He

L5

hod guerantecd the Bohemizn constituticn before he crossed
the border. That fact plus the "bustling competence of
Christizn vou anhalt, the hope of powerful alll:s, the beaut:r
of the young queen, and the flattering fact that although she
Wis Tar acvancod in pregnaney that she hud risked the arduous
Journey in order to bear her child among her husband's new
subjects mude the Bohemians Joyous."u Pragl,;g was notoriocusly
ga8¥ znd weleomed and cccasion for festivity. g

The Bchemians had still aunotzer reason for rejuicing,
Ferdinand was in = criticl position. It was said thet there
were traitors even in his cc.-urt;- Styria, his cown land, was

disccntent; the Protestants of Austria and Huagary nad en-—

70. 1bid..
71. Ibid.

7Z. The corcnation espeeial .y was a sign for celebrzticn and
festivity. ‘Yhe whole city was hung with silver znd blue,
& guerd of honor w s clothed jn the dress of Zizka's time,
fountains running red and white win were set up. "The
city indeed provoked comparison with Sodom and Gomor-
rahlmaning, merry under sikies heavy with disaster,™ Ibid.,
¥, 119,




36

tered into an sllisnce with the Bohemizns,, Bsthlen G-bor

had jeined forees with Thurn and had driven Ferdinend!s

ili-diseiplined end uipaid forces back over the Danube and
Was merciing towsrds Vienna. The son of Ferdinand wus dying,
and Ferdinand had been cal ed avay to care for him in his
list days. Ihe situation loosed dark for Ferdinand and so
rosy for the Protestant forces that the Venetian agent re—
ported that God alone could save Ferdinaud's cau-.e.73 One
part of the pieture still remained black, and that nas the
vefusal of Jumes I to throw his lot with the Protestant
forces of the Bohemians, The wieght of hls influence might
well nave been the straw that would have bro.en the back of
Ferdinand und the House of the Lapsburgs. '

Brderieck, however, soon disillusioned his subjects. Iiis
ne hope isy in gaining the good-will of his new subjects, "but
he provoked the contempt of the nobles and the hatred of the

poyulace, He wus shy of his azdvisers, bewildered by the lan-

gu.ge and the peculiarities cof the constitution he hud pledged

him:elf to defend. He annoy-d the leading statesmen and zbove
all the nobility of the Bechewians by suggesting thet serfdom

be abolished by attempting tc impose a new oath of allegiance

and by arguing the lstates to elect his five year old sca as ‘
h;s successor. He anncyed the peo;le by biundering attempts

to check the immorality of Prague and worst of &ll by dese-
74
crating the church.

The Bohemisns themselves were to bizme for the conditions

4 ST Re s ey i x

7S, Wedgwood, op. cit., .uoting Heoefler, p. 591.
7<. Ibid., p. 120.




57

vhich foliow.d, They <id little to help the ncw monarch.
They thougnt "of nothing but gratifying their brothers or
friends in the adwinistration of the aruy and the government.
They show. d disrespect for the king.75 The state wus honey-
combed with Gisaffections, for the old animo:ities of nobi-
lity, burghiers, and peasantry vere sharpened by the distress
of the country, anc treason was suspected in the vary court
of the king."76

Frederick soon came under two fires, the first was the
dissension in his new kingdom; the seccnd was the reforming

°f Ferdinand's armies. In Ilarch, 1620, the Catholic L:ague

75, Wadgrood menticns that some of the king's own counsel-
lors were szid to have told the king wien he called a
meeting at seveno'cluck in the morning that it was zzainst
their privelege to rise to early, Ibid. The Roman
Catholies n:turally did evorything they could to dis-
cour:ge the young meonarch and tc make his position on
the throne insecure. Here is a poem they made up and
V. ed during nis reign:

1)

Oh, shzme on you, poor winter King,
‘hat's that you have done?

Is it not & very naughty thing

To snatch the king's throne:

How you will have to stay away from Koneims and Prague,
And more than that—siame and dismay
Your days and nights with plague.

2)

Dear Fritz, goud fellow, oh come nowv,
Give up, give up the crownl

To hell, tu meet your just reward
Full soun you will go down, -

oS¢ everyone that flies too high

Is sure to go ami:=s.

Presumptiocn aiming at the sky,

Hust pay in Hell's abyss.

Quoted in Robinscn, op. cite., Vol. II, p. 202,
76, Wedgwoo@, ope cite, pe 120
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together with represent.tives of Maximilisn of Baveria wnd
the Elctor George met at Juehlhausen., There Ferdinand
"bought the united support of the Lutherans and the Catholies
by offering a guar.ntee not to interiere with the res.!.j.g.i.c:og.7
of the seculurized bishopries in the Upper Saxon Circle.™
Frederick huad claimed that the aingdow of Bohemia lay outside
Of the German Empire and tnerefore insisted that he had not
broken the internzl pesce of that Empire but wss merely waging
¥er on an ocutside country. Ferdinand gained the support of
the representutives through his offer, and they in turn de-
clared Bohemis an integral part of the German Empire., On
April 30 an imperial mandate was issued to Frederick order-
Ing him to withdraw from Bohemls before June lst. Frederick!s
subscquent refusal to heed the 'or-z‘.er' was the real declaration
of var. From June lst on every loyal German was supposed to
Use any mean: he chose to destroy Frederick., Ferdinand vas
also em.crercd to raise an army to chase the 'usurper! out of
the kingdom, “
Frederici's position was going frcm bad te worse. iHis
orn father-in-law rejected his claim to the threne of Bohemia.
Frederick could tuce little comfort in knowing that the English
beople backed him, for he knew that even they could not persuzde

79
the king to change his policye. The disaflfzction of James

7. Ibld, p. 107. (It i: aiffieult to think how the Luthsrans
eculd be mislzd to belleve Ferdinandt: promises, for all

. énew Ferdinund's position against the Lutherans.)

» Ibid,

79. Vhen the news reached London that Frederick was the new
King of Echemia, they imuediately attemuted to " stage an
illumination in the new king's honor, and the ardent Pro-
testints throughout the country at once beg.n to cclleet
money for his cause," Ibid., p. 108.




