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OUTLINE

1. Iflection deprived of its comfort. (Prcblem of the "Leus tboeondituas®
and the "Deus revelatus.”
ke Renoon ulways wants te inquire into the "eus :bsconditus.”
1l. Becuuse it cinnot expluin the "Cur alii, alii non?®
2. lectune it tries to snd thinks it wust be sure of its own
sulvation on the busis of the hidden Cod.
Bs The result of thic:
1. ®ither they nlace contradietory wills in God (S=lvinists).
2. 03 they vluces the difference in ren {(Cynergists).
a. In eilher cuso they mike God u licr.
Ye In eithor cuce itkey 4o nct colve the problen,
¢. In oithor case thoy leud either to carnal usecurity or
te Jespeir.
Ce “he right spprosch.
l. To hold with fcripture thct the hidden =2nd reveanled God
giree snd do not ccubradiet such utiier.
2. To =ceent bothk the hidden 2nd reveszled Cod.
Je 10t to inguire intc the "Deuc tbscondituszs" uny further.
Dtheruice wie confound Luw and Cosvel ond make ¥lection & Iaw.

1I. Whea bused on tle revezled CGod cnd His UYord Elesetion iz conforting.
e wattd doos the weveuled Lord sty of "lection?
ls Tt was un Hlection in etsrnity.
2, Thisz decree is oefleetive.
Je This dszeree includes the whole lif=2 of the Christien.
4. Thiz decrce coucernsiitself uith certiin per:sons.
8. Tha final »urpose of this deeree is the stermmdl glory of
the clect.
6. Thkis Ceerec is bised on Sod's goudness (good-will) and zrace.
7e This édecreoe is biged on Christ und li= work.
8. Thus Clection rnust not be considered “nude®.
9. whtt of the "Decree of Neprobution™?
10, llere is no roow for carnal sscurity.
e Tho certuinty of cur election is our confcrt.
l. We must be certain of our e¢lection. .crinture takes thst
rur gruntod,
2. Wie guin this certointy through the Lord, the Cosvel, through
Chri 'it the dock of Life.
Z. It i=s & cortainty of faith (not tbsoluie cr conditicnzl).
4, GbJjeetiun: wo cumnos kuor wiether ve beloiy W the alect
8, Becwuse Lerinture cnd experiencs texch us thut we ean
end many do full awwy.
b. Boeaune even Chrictisne atill hive their flesh, the
world, z«ad Satin about then.
C. Thus the purpose of [lection is fulfilled.
1. 42 Huve the cofort dfithe continued exlstence of the Church.
2. Vile have the confort of our own hlected end aénd eternzl life.
De Therefore nut asidc 21l speculction und ke your cilling and
eloction sure.




#In der Disputation von der Versch-
ung isct's nuetzlich und das RBeste,

unten an Christo anfuhen, so findet
und hoort ruan den Vater; demn ulle,
die oben angefungen hiben, die hu-

ben den ials gestuerzt.”™ Luther.

"PDeshulb lasz dies dein erstes An-
liegen sein, dasz du dieses Kind er-
greifen noegest; dus lusz dir auf's
hoechste snbefohlen sein; den, der
von der Jungfrau Faris geboren ist,
und der such zugleich Gottes fiohn
ist, druecke fest an dein Herz. Viemn
du dicsen ergriffen h:aet, so0 hist du
sicher und wohlverwahrt gogen ulle
listizen Nzchstellunzen und gefuehr-
lichen :.nschlucge des Teufels.”
luther.



I.

Vertin Luther, in whut miny consider his "mugnum opus”, his "De
Servo Jtrbitx;io". hus druvm a fine line of diastinction hetueen two
uspects of God, which he culls the "Deus ubeconditus” (hidden God)
and the “Deus reveluztus” (revesled Oodi.; "the ra jestic, zlorious Cod
in whom we live und move &nd hive our being, und God m=nifest in
Christ; God's uncecrchaéble judzrents and ways pust finding out, and
ila merciful promises in the Gospel.l

Luther was dicputinz with the leurmed “rusrus on the problem of
Free=Will., This was indeod un imnortant sroblem, for when Hratmus
attucked him, Iuther excluimed: "Iihl iuguluin petistil® For here Frzs-
mus was lavelling his gume =t the very foundation of Christicnity. If
the Free=4ill of mun in spiritucl maiters must be rieintuined, then
the Seri-olugiun doctrine of the Romun Chureh wus scouitted and
Tuther would huve to stand condemmeds

liowvever, Luther was not toc be confounded by the grend displasy of
frasmian diclectice On his side stood Seripture. ind salthouzh Frusmus
hud marshelled hundreds of leripture passeges to hie cide in 2n effort
to »rove thut Scrinture c::ntrériieta itself, Luther took these szme
pusstges und showsd that, though some 1ay sacim contrudictory, yet they
are in roelity corplementary.

Luther hid lenrned his theclogy in the school of the Moly Spirit.
Fe hiad loarned the great Chrictien art of putting =slde zll lozic
ond «ll 'reuson end letting Seripture hive the ficor to speak for it-

self. lle recognized that Scrinture liself distinzulshes betwean the

1. F. Bente, “iilstoric:l Introduction” of the 'Triglot Concordia™, pe.208.

1.



“Dous absconditus® and "pavelutus®,

In this dispute Frusmus wos pluying with thut eterncl mystery
of Klection, which the Yommila of Concord stute: in the wordso: "God
sives fils Vord €t one pliee, but not ut cnother; removes it from one
nluace, und cllous it to remuin «t cnother; ulso, thut one is hurdened,
blinded, given over to & renrobute miind, while wnother, who is Indeed
in the swme zuilt, ic converted upgiin.” 2 "Cur £1ii, «l1lii non?? or
“Our «1ii oroee «llis'" is the way our dogs ticizns hive frumed this
quastions It is one vhich hus bothered men {or genturies; it t.n-.s con=
founded the wise of this world. iYen hive tried to solve this dit!‘ieul't_v,
und thet ic vhy they huve been confounded. So zlrecdy sugustine; so
drasmus, und Velunchthon, :nd Cuilvin, und the whole host of their follow-
ers. They have hunted for & colution, st least sn exnlunction, und in-
viriubly they have ended in e:tastrophy.

This buisie question of “Cur «lii prae aliis?” was certuinly at
the busis ol "rasmus' whole m Sg Free-liill. Tor 1Ii he could es-
tiblish the "ree-iill of nan, then we huve u solution o this guestion;
thon mun is ultirstely recnonsible for his sulvation or demnation.

Ercepus is not deed yet. Mis followers toduy «re lezion. ..11 who
will not let Seripture stund slone, who think it must be supported
ani defended, yes, even supplerented, by their recson, who ccnnot dis-

tinguish between the hidden uni roveuled Cod, re his folloucrs. s

2« "Iriglot Concordisz", "Forrult of Concord’, ;rt.Xi, 1081, &7.

%e The disturbing thing iz thut in our own church we huve :lreuady hewrd
volces exznrossing the opinion that Fleetion should not be prascied be-
cuuse nuch & doctrine is not bensfieciul, but ruther hnrmful, to the
people. These neople ure ulso under the spell of their rescton, thouzh
thoy rit.y not kmow it und will vehemently dony it. Jut they sre not dis-
tinguishing betueen the "leus vhzconditus” znd "revelutus . If tliey
vwiould sinply adhere to the reve:led God, the doctrine of Flection
could not but be the most beneficiul, the most comforting for Christicns.
We pruy that such rem nuy be led to a better understunding of the re-
veuled Cod &nd fils revealed doctrine. Luther at one time wue sleo
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Just why 1s it thut ren «o often stumble und fall st this
point with the doclrine of ¥ledtion? why is it that they uluuys
rezort to their rouson? Of course, the busic reuson 1a thuat they
are sinful creutures who rebel ¢t the revealed Word of GCod, who
wunt nothing to do with thut Word =s long us it goes heyond their
understaniing. But we do not doubt thut nuny of these ren «re well-
weaning, &re conscientiously seeking u solution for this problem.
Thelr trouble consists in this that they, perhaps unwittingly, are
not satisfied with reWelztion; their resson even seer.- in revelution
contradictions which, they think, are entirely incomnatible with the
ensence of Cod. 4nd so0, insteud of merely stuyinz with the revezled
lord, or the reveuled God, #s juther culls jiim, they think thut they
bsve to inguire into the hidden God, not reulizing thgt a8 s00n &8
tiiey do this they are in « wres dilenm:.

Their position 1s nude more d4ifficuli for tvwo reasons. First of
all, they huive sbsolutely no source Irom shich %o gein any knowledze
of the hidden God. Otheruicse ile would not be "absconditus”. How, h(;ta
eun ve think of, try to understand, ¢nd Torm tny opinlons about & per-
son who is unknown, who his never been seen, never been reveuled. :nd
so whut boppens? These men tuke their reuson s source Yor their
knowledge of the hidden God. ;fnd now comes the =acond reuson why their
position is mude nmore difficult. For after forming oninlons and con-
elusions o the hidden Cod on the .busis of thair reuason, we find that
they are diumetricully opnosed to what God hus suld of Himself in re=
velution. /ind vhich of the two is then placed at the hesd as superior?

Veadun Reason herself?

3 cont'ds greatly disturbed by thie doctrine. "I &ém well acquainted
with this piludy, having lain in this hospitul sick unto eternzl deuth.”
From u letter of Luther, duted ipril 30, 16531, quoted in lente, op.cit.,
p. 222,
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4.

Let us view sevortl oxumples to see how this works. Seripture
suys thet «ll men ure deud in trespusses und sina, ure 11 under
equsl guilt wnd that no one cun do anything .to help himself out of
the cituution. God dues give eternul sulvution to some men, wnd ile
does it out of pure gruce. That is revelution. But now mmun enters
dnd questions the justice of this orocedure and,therefore, the juse
tice of Cod. Justice 1s one of the esrentiul uttributes of Cod, but
here, they think, God is showing favorites, He iz not just. They suy
further thut the whole world exists solely by the vower of God; every-
thing that hippens, huppens only becuuse Cod is there to gront liis
preserving power. Then they, not being &ble to think &a clesrly ts
buther, ge « step further und say thut God is therefore ulgzo the
cuuse of evil. 4 ind so Gud 1s ccecused not only oi injustice z=nd
fuvoritism, but also of being u liur and < deceiver; for on the one
hund !l-e cuys He wunts «ll sien to be seved, und on the other iHe Him-
gelf cuuses and Tinglly brings about the evil works und ultinate dom=
nution of those thut wre lost. Thus they =ccuse God of pDualism und

contr.dictory wills. O

4.Luthor expluins this cleurly in his "De Servo ..rbitrio", Cole-Yauzhan-
iAtherton edition, pe 224: “Just «s it ia with & pen driving & horse lame
on one foot, or l:me on two feet; he drives him just so &= the horse
himself is; that is, the horsc moves budly. But whut can the msn do? e
is driving-elong this kind of horse together with sound horses; he, in-
deed, goues hudly, and the rest well, =nd the rest well; but it cannot be
otherwicse, unlese ths horse be mude zound. Here then you see, thati,
when God works in, and by, evil men, the evils themzelves &re inwrought,
but yet,God cannot do evil, slthouzh e thus works the evils by evil
men; beczuse, heing good Himself Hoe cunnot do evil; but He utes evil
instrurents, which cinnot eseupe the swuy wnd motion of !liz Jnmipotence.
The fault, therefore, is in the instruments, which God zllows not to
rem.in tctionless; sesing thut evils are done as God Fimsclf moves.™

5 Inmther hinself his been wecused of teiching & dualism and tsoribing
contrudictory wills to Gode. Dr. Engelder anwer:s that churge in & series
of articles entitles "8 Course in Luthersn Theology™ in "Concordia
Theologicul ionthly”, vol.IX. lie suys on pp. 576-U78: *:ind do not make
the mistuke of thinking that what Luther suys concerning the "Leus
ebsconditus” and concerning thoe "Deu: revelutus"™ is ussigning contru-
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iind 80 reuson hus done its negutive work; it has objeocted to
the "Ueus revelutus®s But now it has to offer = solution. Discirding
the rovealed Word, they invent doctrines such s Erasmus, Ielanch-
thon, and others hud: that sulvation ia notientirdly by gruce, that
mun has & Freoe-Will in spiritual natters, that he eun either accent or
re Jeet sulvution. Now, they think, we have defended Cod's justice.
Whether they uctuully huve is tnother question. if they huve, thoy huve
done s0 &t the exvense of the reveuled Word and, If carried througzh to
its logicel conclusions, at the expense of their own sulvation.

Calvin &nd his followers, in wrestling with this question of "Cur
ulii proe uliis?", have ulso bised their colution on the hidden God.
They huive an their matericl prinédple the zbsolute sovereignty of God.
That is the center und basis of their whole theologzy, und all other

ductrines mupt revolve :ibout that. 6

5 conb’d: diectory wills to Cod. Do nct keep on saying that 'the distine-
ticn botwecen the “Deus rovelutus”® and the "Deus abscondituc®™ as Juther
develops 1t seoms too dualistie,® £nd that you ure thersfore conpelled

to reject this pert of the theology of lLuther. Rather follow futher's
eurneost cdmonitlon; zccent both series of astutements of Scrinture and do
not try to harmonize theme It rmuy secem to you that there cre two different
persons copetking and that one is saying the onnosite of whut the other is
suying - God iz cuntradieting Himselfeesss 4And now impertinent reuson be-
£ins to argue and say that both statements cannot be true and that the
stutenents covering the "pPeus absconditus” must be deleted from "De Servo
aArbitrio” and from Seripturs; thers rust be no dualismi- Theology governed
by blind reason is a wretched theologVee... If tie adont the theology th:t
is afruid of contrudietions, we shell heve to eliminute frore Futheran
theology the important chapter on the distineiion betweon the Law and
Gospel. sccording to the Law God's wirath is directed &geinst every huwvcan
béing. ALcecording to the Gosnel there is nothing but love in the heurt of
Cod. Is, then, the supreme rule divided bestween two opuosing wills, vir-
tunlly two opposing per:onS?..... The prife of reuson also needs to be
humbled... Sind nothing humbles and crushes the rricde of rezson so0:much
s this doectrine concerning the "Deus ubsconditus”..... The second reason
why vie thunk Luther for raking so much of the teiching concerning the
"feus whsconditus” is bectuse this teaching is, like all doctrines of
Secripture, full of comfort.”

6. L. Boettner, “The Reformed Loctrine of "redeztinztion”, p. 96: "This
doetrine of eternzl 2nd unconditionsl election hus sometimes been czlleéd
the 'heart®' of the Roforred fuith. It emphusizes the sovereiznty of God
in sslvution.®
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, The Culvinists look &t Cod "a prhori", and, conseguently, they
find thelr solutions io such rysteries in the ubsolute znd hidden God.
€0 in the mystery of eleection Colvin etys: "Sredestinstion we call the
eternal. decree of God, by which Ye hud determined in pniusslf whet Ve
would have to becorme of every individuzl of nenkind. For they are not
“ ull crected with &« similur destiny; but eternsl life is foreordsined
t}Gr cane und eternal desth for others. “very man, therefors, bsing cre-
ated for one or the other of these ends, we szy hésis predestinated
cither to life or to dewth.” ! And Berkhof puts it thus: "fhe doctrine
of reprobution nutursl ly follows from the logic of the situsztion. The
decreec oOf eleciion inevitably implies the decree of reprob:ition. If the
ell-wise CGod, possessed of infinite knowledge, hos eternally purposed
to scve some, then lle "ipso fucto' &lso purposed not to saéve others. If
fle hus chosen or clected sore, then f'e has by thet very fzet also re=
jected others.” 8
ap was Intinsted vefore zlready, there sre, cmong conzervative
Christian theclogizns, two generzl answers to the great guestion which
is husic to election: "Cur =lii, ulii non?" On the one hund sre the
Cu}vinists «nd tholr Xind who wznt to colve the problem by »nlscing the /
diffcrence in Cod. Thelr doctrine meuns thut thoy plece contradictory
wills in God, even thouszh they may went to deny it vehemently. God did
not weént to suve ull, though He says thet He did. Therefore Cod elected
only those whom lle visnted to suve; the rest cume under the deeree of
reprobation. for Calvin predestination was only the epplication of Qod's

general providence. 2 Included in Goa's decree of predestination was

7. “Institutiones”, Book III, ch.XXI, c£ec.5, gquoted by Hoctiner, hbid.,
npe1l4~15. The Celvinists huve scnuired a pretiy fulr sbility in using
their reason to inguire into the hidden God. £o this statement us typni-
esl of their theovlogicul methods, fram Boettner, ibid., p.956: “If the
doetrine of Totaul Inubility or Originul Sin be udmitted, the doctrine
of unconditionzl Rlection follous by the most inescupable logie.™

8. Berkhof, “System:tic Theology"”, pp.ll17-118.
9/ Fven iugustine hud this doctrine of & double election, besides teaching
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® 7.

that Christ should dle only for the elect (limited atonement) und thut
God would luter effectively call =nd convert only those who were elec-
ted; the rost of munkind He would pzss by; tho Gospel, even if they
would hear it, would not bo & power of God unto thome 10

This is whot hués been called "redeatinariznism,” & runk deniul
of the "gratic univerasulis” 11 Now, whet iz that but the ocutright de~
nial of the revealed Word and substituting in its pluce & dectrine in-,.

£
vented by ven? So God it is who is responsible for this mystory. Ly :-.n‘E";
ubsolute decree He simnly predestined s=omwe $o salvation and othersto -’-'-'

——

e
b
{
dunnution. fle did that, not out of love to munkind, but solely for the — = -~
wy A i
advencement of His glory, that His soversignty might show forth all -~ .;'3 :‘3
the more brightly. 1% " 4; 8
=HEAQ
But let ihe Calvinists speek for themselves. Yere is vhat some of -~ ™ o
: : " = o
o B S
their leading theolegicns tnd some of their confessions suy. Calvin '."-1 -:g
b7 O D
(&

i

9 cont'd: &n irreosistible @&nd oredestinuting gruce. Suys lNeve in his
"History of Christizn Thought', 1,147: "But why do not all who are
called yleld to grace? sugustine &nswers this cuestion by the doetrine
of predestinction. From eternity some nmen hive bsen predestined to
salvation, while othors hive been predestined to nunishmenteecee.. To
the question, why He chooses some &nd leaves others to their fate, the
only <nswer is, 'L so will', ut which the ereature rnust humbly bow be-
fore his erectord™ This teuchinz of rugustine wes abborred and rejec-
tod by meny in his daye. /nd though muny held with him in his confliet
aguinst Peluglunism, they would not go with him on this point. Tinzlly
Semi=relugisnism evolved @5 onposed to asugustine's tewching.

f-

i,

10. ¥ie rezlize there is u difference between Infralupsarianisu &snd
Supralapsarianism. But essentially their teuchings are the séme. Welther,
"Die 'ibsolute® Predestinziion”, in “Lehre und Lehre", v.Z6, p.295,
brings out the distinction between the two: "Die Uupraleépsurier lohren,
desz Christus nur fuer die Erwaehlten gestcrben sei und genuggzeten hube,
dasz duher die lrwuehlung nicht &uf Christi Verszoehnung, sondern umge-
kehrt, dasz die Versochnung uf die Erutchlung gegruendet und nur zur
Lusfuehrung des schon vorzusgegangenen absoluten Ratschlusses der Er-
weehlung geschehen sei.... Die Infralupsarier zber lehren, dusz Christi
Yerdienst zwsr hinreichend sel auch fuer die Verworfenen, so dasz sie
dadurch selipz werden koennten, wenn sic daran glaubteén, dasz uber Cott
ihnen diesen Gleéuben nicht geben wolle und die Xrloesung fuer sie nicht
bezbsichtigt sel.”

11l. Fngelder, op.cit., pD.804: "The denicl of universul grece is the

rogst essential feature of Calvinism, predestinariunisw. You cannot be &
Calvinist if you believe and teuch that Cod would hive ull men fto be saved.
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3.

suys: "Predestinution, by which God adopts some to the hope of life,
and adjudges others to cternil decth,... is involved in reny cavilScees
We maintain, that both belong to Gode.... Predestination we czll the\/
oternal decreoc of Cod, by vhich He b=s deotemined in Ifimeelf uwkot Ve
would h&éve to became of every individuzl of menkind. For they &rc not
ull creuted with u similar destinly; but oternsl life i: foreorduined
for =zome, &nd etornzl dammation for others..... 508 crestes whon e
ghooses to be His children by gratuitcus adoption; thet the cuuze of
this is wholly in Himself; beecnuse le exclusively rezerds iz oun se-
cret determinutionees... Whon fod is swid to harden or show mexrey to
whor: He pleuses, men dre tought by this declexution to sesk no cause
beside liis will." 13 Thus Calvin considers election sbzolutely, s a
nuster; the sole csuse of mun's selvetion is his election. God did mot
tidte into weceount the work of Christ in the election. It wes entirely
gbcolute, "nude“. 14
Beza, Celvin's successor in Cenema, said: "iden had indeed of his
own uecord fallen intc these culematies, yet, neverthelecss, not only

eccording to the prescience, but alsc sccording to the ordination znd

decree of Cod..... There never hus been, or is, or will be =z time,

12, Berkhof, op.cit., p.115, states this cleerly: “The purvose of this
election is twofold:eese(2) The fincl zim is the glory of God. Even
the salvation of ren is suborxiinate to this.”

13, H. T Xerr, "i Compend of Celvin's Inatitutes”, pp. 128-152.

14, Berkhop, ope.cit., pe 114, suys: "The decree of elecction is sn ex-
pression of the sovereign will of God, His divine good pleasure. This
meins cwong other things thut Christ us VMedlutor is not the impelling,
1oving, or meritorious czuse of olection, &8 some hive cspsortedd We

may be culled the mediate cuuse of the reslization of election, and the
meritoricusz cause of the sulvaticn unto which bolievers ure elected,

but lle 1= not the moving or meritorious cause of elsction itsalf. This
is impossible, since Ne is liimzelf an object of nredestinction and elec-
tion, &né because, when !le took the mediatorial work upon Him in the
Ccounsel of Redemption, there was alrecdy = fixed number that was given

iim/
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vhen God hup wished, wisﬁes, or will wish to hzve comptzsion on every
individusl pereon. 1°

In the “Vestminster Confession" of 1647 ve read: "By the decree
of God, for the rmnifestation of His glory, =cme men und angels &re
predestinuted to overlusting life, =nd others cre foreordzined to ever-
lesting decth. Theee angels end men, thus predentinated eéné foreor-
¢zined, are »nurticul:rly and unchhugéably fdesigned; «nd their number
ic =0 certuin and definite that it cennct be either increzced or di=-
ninichedesess The rest of vapking God was nleaced, =ceording to the
uncearcheble coungel of His will, whereby ile extenceth or withholdeth
rercy uas Fe plezceth, Tor the glory of His novereign pover over His
creatures, to pese by and ordain theln to dishonour and w;ath for their
sin, to the oraise of Mfis glorious gusbics.” 16

The "“Cinoms of the Synol of Dort” state: "I1 iz the will of Cod
thet Christ by the blood of the cwoss, whereby He confirmed the lew
Covenunt, should effectuzlly redeem: cut of every people, tribe, nution,

and lunguage 4ll thoee, &nd. those only, who were from eternity chosen

to sulvetion, snd given to Iim by the Father.”™ 17

Boettner follows in the footsteps of his spiritusl f=thers when
Lhe saye:"“"The doctrine of absolute predestinaticn of.course logicelly
holds that some are forcordiined to deuth == truly us others sre fore-
orduined to life. The very termms ‘elect' ani ‘'election' imply the terms
‘non-eledt' cnd 'reprobation’'. Lhem =ome are chosen out others are
left not chosenee... The decisive factor in thc 1lifé of each is to be

found only in Cod?’s will." 18

15. Bente, op. cit., 0.198, guotes it.

16e Quoted in Boettner, op. cit., p.84.
17. Guoted by Bente, op. cit., p. 199.

13. Boettner, op. cit., n. 104.
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To be logieal they should say thut God 1s the euuse =nd zuthor
of sin. Boetiner comes close to it, though in the next phrace he tries
to deny it. "God im ultimutely responsible for the hurdening of the
hoeurt in thut We permits it %o occur, und the incpired writer in granhie
lenpuagze simply says that God dozs it; but never era we to underst=nd
thot Cod is the irmediste und offieient cmuso.” 19 The Galviniztz have
now successfully defended God'z justice. Dosttner: "The condemation
of the non-eclect is designed prixcrily to furnish an eternel exhibhition,
hefore men tnd ungels, of God's hatred for =2in; or, in other words, it
is to ha un etornal munifestation of the Justice of God.™ 20

Quotations cculd be multivlied vhich ey ocusenticlly ths =ume thinszs.
But this suffices to show what the result of rationzl inguiry is. By
trying to be concictent und loglesl, they ke Cod the céuse of both
colvoation end depnstion. .And thus, to the guestion: "Cur z1ii, £1ii non?"
they oimply reply: "Ch, that's God's faultl™

llowevor, there 1s & second econclusion to which men core when thoy_".
attempt to &nswer this mynte::r_. Wherezs the Calvinists nisecs the dif-
ference in God, the Reman Catholics (Pelugiuns tnd Semi-relagiansl),
Synergiste, end s8ll who hold Free—=iilll plzce the difference intc mun.
They let the "gratit. universulis" stund, but thoy overthrow the "=o0la
grztia” by suying that there rust be a differsnce in men that some
are saved while others are loet. Therefore, iIn nirt it must elso be
due to something in nun vhy Cod elected him to life. Men is thus at
least a4 pertial ceuse of his own election. This docirine husg had 1ts

devotees in 2ll ages, for it is & doetrine which is especially suliuble

to nent*s egotistic natura.

19. Bootimer, ibid., p. 112.
£C. Boettner, ibid., p. 1Zl.
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The Peligizne uy be excluied from this discuszion. The lust
evidences of Christiunity huve disappsared from their tensts.They
1zke sulvation entirely the rosvonsibhility and work of rune and in
the finul snulyels they do not colve the problem. If their position
were tenible, then why iIs it that some have the power to woric out
their calve$ion whereus others do not? They are still confronted with
@ dilerma.

Somi-Pelegienism wis defended by Erasmus. It does not went to
diseard the groce of fGod entirely, but it holds thet ran cén deecide
for or ugainst sulvation; IT he decldes for it he ezn do some few
good things which in turn eern for him the gruce of Cod (gratiz infu-
Bi), whereby he is enabled to wori out his owsn sulvetion, This iz
very closely related to the uyneréggg‘sngHgJLushernn Church. They
hold that pun has some good guslities left, or o lécic of %#n evil n=-
ture, without guilt or less fullty than others. This better quhlitf
helpe one riin to beccwe & Christian, while ancther, who iz in & worse
condision, cunmmot be converted. God foresaw in eternity who would be
better, who would huvelgess guilt, or who would cooperates with Him,
who would perform certsin good works (and be that work feuith), and
those ile elected in view of these good cuslities in them.

The difference between Semi-Pelugianism und synergism is herdly
one of easence but only one of degree. The sume cun be said of the
difference between these tvo znd Pelugiznism. Dr. fingelder suys: “But
is not Erasmianism, compuared with Pelurianisy, ruther innocuous &nd
sorievhat tolsrsble? In suome respects it ic torse.ses. Why should the
synergist think thut, becsuse his system requires only a farthing, it
is so ruch better then Pelagianism? That one farthing sccomplishes s
much, =nd cotnts for us muech, as the hulf dollur of the Semi-Pelagians

and the dollur of the Peluglans.”™ 21

21 . Fnrelder. on.cit.. Dn. 416-417.
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ind Lubher suys of the difference between the nroponents of
Froe-iiill (Hiemi-Pelugienism) und the Pelagians: "They (Semi-Pela-
r#inns) uare '.-.'urae then the Velugiuns therselves; und thuat on two ze-
counts. First, the "elugiuns pluinly, cundidly, ¢nd ingeniocusly, as-
sert the ‘merit of worthineszs®, thus ezlling a boat u bout and a fig
o fip; und teuching what they reully think. Where=zs, our Pree-#ill
frionds, while they think and teach tha szms thing, yet moek us with
lying words and fulse unpearunces, as though they discented from: the
Pelagians; when the faet is quite the contrury. So thut, with reunect
to their hypoerisy, they seem to be the “elugians' strongest onuosers,
but with the respect to the reulity of the rutter, and their hezrt-
tonst, thoy are twice-dinned Pelupglans. And next, under this hyooerisy,
they estimite and purchuse the grzce of Cod &t & much lower rate than
the Pelugiuns themsolves. For these usssert that it i= not a certuin
little sormething in us by which we attzin unto grace, but whole, full,
nerfect, great, und many, dovoted efforts und works. Whereaus our friends
declure, thut it is u certain little something, aluost o nothing, by
which we deserve gruce.” 2%

0f the synergists Melenchthon, that tragie figure in the Reforma-
tion, was the first. lven before Luther's deuth he begzn to lezve
Luther in the doctrines of Comnversion énd Wlection. fe wus conutuntly
willing to give ground with the hone that & compromise might be effect-
ed with Rome. ..Lfter luther's death he defected entirely. The conflicts
vwith the Culvinists ulso tended to divoree him from the Scrintursl
view t;md to push him into the cemp of the nynergicts &s directly op-
posed to Celvinisme He felt thut there was only one possible escupe
from the doetrine of un ubsolute necessity, only one position which

would nét:agonde God of being the cuuse of evil and dumnation. .nd so,

¥2. Luther, "Le Servo arbitrio®, pp.354-355.
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disregurding ull pissuges teaching the "sol: grutia®, he tuuzht, &5
Seasberg suys: “Gruce ulone suves, but it stves by impurting to men the
freedom to decide for himself..... God clectsn ¢l) men vho desire to
believe.” 23 M“Mmm the fumous term: "facultzs spplican=
Gl se ad graotizm." In his “Loecl" are found these statements: "The cause
lies in men why some give their assent to the promises of gruce while
others do note.... Three ciuses concur in &« person's conversion: the
Hord of Cod, the Holy Spirit, und the will of man, which gives assent
to the Vord =nd does not resistec... Free will in man is the ability
%0 vrepure oneself 1or gr=ce."” 24

But synerglem did not die with ielunchthon. It continued through
tho centuries until it c«lso raised its head wiolenddy in .neriea, in
the greut Predestinuriwm Controversy in the lote seventies and eurly
eighties of the lust century. This phase of uynergl:m stressed mainly
the "intuitu fidel," thet Cod elected mun in view of his fsith, & tern
borroved ifrom some of the older dogmzticizns. By this teaching of
election “intuitu fidqi" they nnde fuith nothing more than a work, so
that in tha_ last enalysis mun must be saved by & work, vhether you
esll it that or not.

4an especiclly insidious type of synergzism has been invented by
Intermunn. Dr. Fngzelder desoribes his-teaching very briefly: *Then
curme latermenn vho camoufluged the Frasmian and Melunchthonian heresy,
which onerated with "naturel nowvers', by &seribing conversion to 'pow-
ers offercd und imported by grace,' ami he and his associates gained
an ineredible nu:ber of diceiples.” 25 -

By faur the greater port of Protestuntism todey (with the exception

3. Donte, Op. Cit., p. 197.
24. Quoted in Walther, "I&£w &ni Gospel", p.264.
25. melder. ODe G:I.t.. p.406-
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of Culvinism), ©nd espeeiclly ulso Luthersnism, is synersistic or
Seni-relugien. spguin I quote Dr. imzelder: "E. Brunner declares: 'The
thought of the present duy, whether consciously or not, is thorougshly
Pelugisn.' So tluo L. Berkhof: "The previlent eonception of it (sin)
is Tundowenttlly Pelagion or Seml-relugizn. Moxon judges the stete-
ment that “we are 8ill Semi-Pelugiuns today” ie not very far from the
truth, "since it ic in close hirmony with the tendency of modern thought.'"
Referring to Luthersn theology Voenscke suys: 'The modern thooloszians
are for the greuter purt synergists. ieny of these have tiken up with
synergizm becuuse of their nisteken notion thut it offers the only es-
cupe from the predestinarianicm of Calvine Put they are more ezreful
thun the older synergicts to disguise their symergieom and Pelagisnisme '™ 26
It is trogie that men puve thus forusukon the revetled vWord of God.
They hove refused to see what Luther showed them: that we must distin-
guish between the "Deus albseonditus™ and the “Deus revelutus™, that
there is & chasm belween the two which ezanot be bhridged by humen rea-
son, thut they &re not, however, for that reason contradictory and
irrsconcilsable, that the tvio must stand side by side, «nd that sach
has His pluce znd purnose. Their refusul to recognize this has led
to tragic results.
For one thing they reke God a liur, whether they rant to or not.
Tor all of them ere in some wiy or wnother onnosing Cod's Vord. If
they =re rizht, then God must be wrong, &nid then God is no longer God.
The Calvinists meke Cod a lisr by denying the “gratia universulis, ®
the synergists by denying the "snla gratia”. And becuuse of zn error
in this one resnect they logileully alszo fall into other errors &nd

make God & liar there too. In fuct, their entire theology has the wrong

26. Tngelder, ibid., ». 407.
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epprosch, the wrong outlook. For the “corpus doctrinse™ is reslly e
Yeorpus." You cunnot mutilute one limb without in some uuy affecting
the whole body.

That is nore cstounding is thait, though they hunt for sclutions
to these. problems snd nysteries wh:l.chs:ﬂ logleal and sutisfying to
the vewuson, and though they eluim to heve found such solutions, they
in reclity huve =olved nothing but heve only ereated nev problems
which are just us ddep and just as imposcible of coluticn. So Calvine
igm. IT the reasoun vhy sone ere saved znd others @re lost lies in the
etemul decree of God, what caused God to be disposed differsntly
towardis sone thun towurdis otliers? ind they huve no unswer. Then why
not stuy with the first myetery instead of trying to solve it and only
Tforming =znother cnel

The surre with synergism. If the reuson why some are saved uhille
others sre lost 1z due to w difference in men, wiere does thio differ-
snce origincte? iint fuctor detemnines thius éifference? Agein they
lLive no answers Then why not remain with the first mystery Jnatead of
trying to solve it and only forwing snother cne}

But this is noi the worst. What mukes these aberrciions from the
truth ©ll the more tragic is the effect which they have on the heurts
and lives of the peoole vwho are inﬂuenced by them. /nyone who heurs
oithsr of theze two theorles, &nd is =z fthinking per=zon who draws the
logical coneclusions which must be dravm in order to repain consistent,
will be led either to enrnal security or s desspuir,

hen the Salvinists say that in eternity Cod chsolutely and un—
eonditionslly elected some to stlvation un’ others to dumnetion, when
calvin himscelf oven mekes the stutement thzt ths ratio ia esight to
two, eichty per-cent were predestined to dezth and only twenty der-

ecent of renkind to life 27, when Culvin @lso suys of this doctrinas:

27. Calvin, "Institutiones", III, 24, 1°7.
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"Decretun quidem horribile” 25. then vhat cun be expected of the
conscientious Culvinist? Ifeuring this presched he will shudder and
despuir hecuuse the chances ure :o smull thut he is one of these
elect. iind « despriring person does not believe eénd therefore cunnot
be suved. 29 ‘If he has, however, overcomne t.ha thoughts of despuir and
hus convinced himself of his eleetion, then he will say to himself
(end rightly so): *I &ém predeztined to life; that vredestinution is
unconditionul and abaolute; it is impossible for me to fell awsy, I
rust be saved; ergo, I cun live as I please und do &s T please, my
sulvation is cssured." /And Culvin has sent snother soul to hell.

in the other hind, when th? synergicts snd Seni-Pelagians preach
that there is also =omething good in us on :ecount of which Cod elee-
ted us, miny will become self-sutisfied, for mun by n.ture likes such
precehing; he believes in .hi:s o.un inherent goodnese. ind o, trusting
in himeelf, he is led to « fulse security thet Cod is sctiafied with
hir. flowever, such »rezciing miy £lzo hive u different sffect. If a
rerson retlly knows himself t¢ni his heart he will find himself in
mueh the same nosition as Luther before his enlipghtenment. e reclizes
thet there is nothing good in him, that he is rejected of God. ill his
working end striving will not satisfy; he knows thet he einnot hecome
good enough to reuch the ubuolute perfection wvhich Cod deminds, If
the synergiste vreach that God elected in view of fuith, this person

jumediately repliez that his fuith is not good enough, that it is

£8, Calvin, ibid., iiI, 23,7.

29, It is true that the Celvinists wurn sgulnst despair und claim that
thut is not to be the result of their teaching. Suys Boetiner, op.cit.,
De126: "No one haz the right to judige himself rerrob:ite in this life,
and hence to grovw desperute; for finsl disobedicnce (the only infullible
sign of revrobution) cunnot be diccovered until death. Mo unconverted
person in this life knows for certuin that God will not yet convert him
und suve him, even though he is swaere that no such chinge his yet tuken
pluce. 'lence he hus not the right to nwiiber himself deiinitely zmong
the non-elect.” But that does not cuiet the troubled conscience. Thut
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8till so weuk, or perhups that he is not even sure whether he has
the true fulth. No m&n cun know whut God foreknew or foresuw in eter-
nity with regurd to him. It i: for this reason that Luther z=id that
he would not wunt ¥ree-will if he could bave it. “As to nyself, I open-
ly confess, that I should not wish *Free-Uill' to be granted me, even
if 1% coulki be so0, nor snything else to be left in my own hunds, where-
by i mwight endeuvor scmething towards my ouwn sclvution. And thut, not
merely becuuse in so nuny onnosing dungers, und so nany asssulting
devils, I could not sitend and hold it fest, (in vhich stute no man
could be sived, seeing that one devil is stronger then &ll men); but
beexuse, even though there wers no dangers, no conflicts, no devils,
I should be compelled to labour unier u continusl uncertainty, =nd to
beat the «ir only. ilor viould g conscience, even if I should live and
work to ull eternity, ever come to & seltled certuinty, bow muech it
ought to do in order to sutisfy God. For whatever “ork should be done,
thore would =till remuin a seruvling, whether or not it pleaszed God,
or whether He resuired unything mores as is »nroved in the experience
of all judiciuries, énd ac I myself learned to my bitter cost, throush
* 80 meny years of my own experience.” 30

sfter sezing what huran reuson does with the mystery of election,
1let us nov sce how we are o view this doctrine in order to #:in cer-
tainty «nd comfort from it. Iiow did Luther g:in such = triumphunt feith
in this matter?

First of all we must hold with Luther that the “Deus ubsconditus™

und the “lleus revelutus" ugree vnd do not contradiet euch other, in

29 cont'd: does not give certuinty =nd comfort yet. They stute it noge-
tively; we sre not to number ourselves umong the reprob:te definitely,
but such & doctrine ot leust forces us to do it indefinitely. I &u not
to suy definitely that I belong to the nom-elect, but the chunces are
that I do; therefore I &m uncextuin.

30. Luther, opecit., Do &84,
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spite of the fuct that they mey secm to be contradictory. Serinture
teuchesn thut God elects and suves nwen solely becsuse of and by His
grace through the vork and uerit of Christ; that r=n of himself is
lost oni his no power or ubility wihectsoever in spirituszl matters. Tt
tells us that God tlso wsnts 21l men to be suved, thet He doss not
desire the deuth of the wicked, but that thosé vho remain in their
wickednees ¢re mot UHic responsibility, thut they &re losnt by thoir ouwn
faulte So God tells Isrzel: YO Israel, thou hast deustroyed thyself;
but in me is thine heolp." (lloséa 135,9). It is also the will or.God
that those who destroy themselves should be condemned to eternul tor-
ments. Thut iIs the “voluntus Del consequens.”

In order to grucy these truths we wmust look =t God in two ways;
first us o truly rerciful cnd greciocus God, @nd then us o truly just k"‘"i"’r
una wrathful Cod. Both c=re true. ind they &re not contradictory, not
exclusive lerms. Both stund side by side, and both belongz to the es-
scnce of GCod. The lutter ieg Law while the forpier is CGospel. Dr. Tngel-
der, in discussing Iuther's position, stys: “According to the Iaw God's
wirath is directed aguinat evory humusn being. fAccording to the Gospel
there is nothing but love in the heurt 91’ Code. Is, then, the z-mpreme
rule Adivided betueen two ovnosing wills, virtually two oonosing per-
sons?" 51 Certainly we would not wsnt to exclude everything from
theology which presents & mystery und which to us is saamingly contra-
dictory. Then the Christizn theologzy would no longer exist.

Thie does by mo mewns iimply thuat we ére teaching a Wanichezn
Dualism with & Prineiple of Good cnd one of ¥Wvil. God cun in no uay

be zccused of evil. Luther brings this point out: *“But whoever wishes

SlgeEngelder, op. cit., p. 577.
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%o underztund these things let him think thus:= thet God works evil
in us, thut is, by us, not from the fuult of Cod, but from the fault
of .cvil in us:= that is, &8s we are evil by nuture, God, who is truly
good, currying us «long by lils own uetion, according to the nature
of liis Omninotence, cunnot @0 otherwise then do evil by us, @#s instru-
ments, though He liimself is good; though by Jile wisdowm, Me overrules
tho evil well, to Hls own glory and to our salvation.” 92

Yle cheoulé need but one Word of God to show that dualism &z sn
explunution of this myatery is excluded. In the third chapter of I=m-
entations we read of people who must suffer for theilr sins znd trans-
gressions. WWho was thie cuuse of this ev_il? Lamentations 3,3u7=39: "Who
iz ho that eelth, wnd it cometh to puss, when the Lord commendeth it
not? out of the mouth of the most Hich nroceedeth not evil und zood.
sherefore doth « living yan complzin, & rin for the punlishment of
his =ins?’

whet must we then sty with regurd to this mystery? tthen we find
that en effort at o rational explensiion lezds elther to & Cezlvinistic
corruption of universsl gruce or to the synergistie corruption of
the “sols gratia™, thore is only one thing to do. %3 ye must remain
In the center and permit bhoth to stund, believing that the hidden God
ie not in confliet with the revealed Cod and that the hidden will of
God dues not zt all invididite His graeious will s revealed in the
Gospel. One thing is certain: God, as fur ts He 1s hidden, cunnod®

gerve &s a norm for our foith and life. For that we must rem:in solely

P2, Luther, Op.cita., De.227.

45« Dr. Fngelder shows that we are here not betwixt and between: “There
is no such dilemma - either synergism or determinism. *Tertium duturl’
lun is converted by gruce ulone, but that does not involve the thought
thut man is coerced into conversion. Gr:ice creates the willingness.
Orace does not destroy our personility..... snd, generalizing, cne need
be neither & synergist nor a Calvinist; you cun be a Biblicist - if

you zre willing to sscrifice your rationculism on the nltur of Scripture.”®
On. cit., p. 884, s



and alone with God &n e has reveuled Himself.

This does not neun thut we should forget cbout this hidden God.
The teuchinz of the "Deus =bsconditus” ulso hus its purnose. But 1t
first of <11 belongs to the Law. Suys Dr. '“ngelder: "The pride of
reuson =lsu needs to be humbled... £nd nothing humbles und erushes
the vride of reason 50 much us this doctrine concerning the "Deus ab-
sconiltue”..... The second reuson why we thuink Juther for mzking so
much of the teuching concerning the “Deus absconditue® 1s beczuse this
tezching i, like «ll doctrines of Scripture, full of comfort.”™ 4

Yes, if we love both the “grutia universulis® end the “solu grutia™ - /"'
(und as Luthervns we certainly Go), then we euznnot afford to inguire
into the hidden will of God. e must here hold our hind before our
mouth and exedfim with Paul: "0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knoviledge of God! how unseurchible are his Jjudgments, and
his weys past finding out! For who huth known the mind of the Lori? or
who hath been his counsellor? Or vho hath {irst given to hi:, und it
shall be recumpensed unto him aguin. For of him, sni through him, &nd
to ﬁm,_ are all things: to whom be @lory forever. Amen.” (Rom.ll,3%=356),
ind with David, Psulm 36,6: "Thy juigments are s great deep.™ Jow cun
finite mén hope to understund the infinite God? "Censt thou by seuzrch-
ing find our God? eunust thou fini oub the Almighty unto perfection?®
{Job 11,7). ilow cun we ever combire with God? Isuiuh recognized this:
"yvho hath mezsured the vweters in the hollow of his hind, uni meted out
heaven with the span, &nd comprehended theo dust of the earth in o met-
sure, und weighed the mountains in seales, &nd the hills in a bulance?
VWho hath dlrected the Spirit of the Loxd, or being his counsellcr hath

tought him? Vith whom took he counsel, znd who insiructed him, snd

34. Engelder, ibid., pp.178-179.
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teught him in the path of juigment, and tuught him knowledge, &nd
showed to him the way of understunding?”(Isaiuh 40,12-14).

Luther had passed the finul exsminution in his ability to do
this. lle says: "We zre to arpue in onme wzy concerning the Will of
God preached, revealed, &nd offered unto us; und in snother way con=-
cerning God Himself not preached, not revealed, not offered unto us,
and worshipped by use.... Thus,lle (God) does not 'will the death of
the sinmer,® that ia, in Nis Word; but le willsitby that will inseru-
tible. But in the present cuse we &re to consider His Word only, and
to leave Fhat -.1_111 inserutible." 59 In his Commentsry on Geénesis ILuther
sald: "“We must not inguire concerning the predestinution of the hidden
God, but secquiesce in thut which is reveuled by the esll &nd the minis-
try of the Viord. ¥or there you ctn be certain regerding your faith and
salvetions” 3 Aind also in his Commentary on Genesis he has this state-
ment: "Willst du nun dor Verzweiflung, der Feindschuft und Jresterunz
Gottez entfliehen, =0 lusz die Speculation und hohe Gedanken von dem
verborzenen Cott fuhren, und hoere suf, dessen vergeblich zu begebren
und darnach zu streben, dasz du das singesicht oder die Herrlichkeit
Gottes sehen wolltest; sonst wirst du fuer und fuer:im Unglauben und
Verdammmisz haengen bleiben und verloren werden. Denn wer da zweifelt,
der zluubt nicht, und wer nicht glaubt, wird verdarmt werden.® 37

Indeed, if man were able to search out and coriprehend the mygster-
ies of God, what kind of a Cod would that be? Gertc;inl:',r not & God worthy
of our adoration. In fuect, He would no longer be divine.

Though we cunnot fathom this rystery now, in etermity the "Deus

absconditus” will be revealed to us. Luther explained this fuct clearly

B6. Luther, op. cit., pp. 171. 173.
6. Quoted by Behte, op. cit., p. 224.
37. Iuther, St. Louis Edition, IX,178.




by speuking of the three lights, "the light of n=ture, the light of
grace, =nd the light of glory; which is the cosmmon, and . very good
distinction. Ly the_ light of nsture 1% is insolvable how it can be
Juat, that the good mun should be afflicted and the wicked should
prozper: but this is solved by tha lizht of gruce. By the lizht of
groce it is insolvuble, gr_.\_t-'_ Goll eun dama him, who, by his own powers,
cun do nothing but ain und become @Euilty. Both the 1Lizht of nature
and the light of grice hers say, thai the fuult is not in the misorable
man, but in the unjust God: nor can they judge otheruise of that God,
who erowns the wicked mun freely without 2ny merit, cnd yet crosns not,
but deans snother, who is vorhaps less, or at least not more wicked. i
But the light of glory speaks otherwise.= That will shew, that God, to
vhom alone belongeth the jJudgment of incomprshensible righteousness,
is of righteousness most perfeet and most manifest; in order that we
ray, in the wezntime, beliove it, being admonished &nd confirmed by
that exumple of the lisht of gruce, whieh solves thut, which is as
grest = wiricle to the light of nature" 58

The ability to put away all speculation, to zccept only whet has
been reveulsd, znd to pernit mysteries to stand has been called “das
theologische Sehluszexamen. " 39 agd Dr. Engelder stys: ™o man czn
qualify &s a Lutheran theologian who is still trying to find a uniforin
cause for the differsnt result, sxlvation in one cuse, perdition in
the other. Dr. Pieper siys: 'I mistrust avery theologian who is not
&ble to hold his tongue here-.llo is apt to commlit greut follies." 40

This is =0 irportaent a mitter becuuse, if we &re not content with

revelation but must always inquire into ths hidden God, then we =re

38. I.uther, ODsClt.; pP.589.
39. Pleper, “Christliche Doghatik", III,568.
40. Engelder, op. cit., p. 571.




alvays destroylng the Godpel und aslveys making a Lew of it; snd then
theology is no longer Christian. So also with %leetion. Everyone who
has speculuted with this doctrine und hus tried to sunplenent it hcs
ended up, not uith tho Cospel, but with the Law. ind then elention
hus been robbed of its vurpose, namely t-u comfort the Christians.

¥ Election is mide & L&w by ull who idontify 1% with God'c menarcl
foreknowladge, Iis prescience, as the Celvinists, snd ulso tha syner—
glets with their "intuitu fidei”,dod For no mzn has a revelation of
what Cod foressaw in eternity with regurd to him. 7hen meén thinks of
his election thus he cun only fear =ni tremble. ill comfort iz removed,
end @leetion is e Law.

" ihgain, they ucke u Law of %lection who in cny wey limit the uni-
vere:l grace. If we are to view our election with profit we must do
eo in the light of God's universul gruce. Howewer, Remove that &nd how
cun I be sure thiat God ever loved me? In fiet, I will be led to the
conclusion thl:_'i‘. I do not brlong to those whon God loved, I am not a
recinient of liis grace.

7 In the third »luce llection is mide & Juw vhen the "solu gratia"
is denied. If there is to be some cuuse in us =1lso why we were elected,
then T will come to the conclusion that such au s2use is not found in
ne. It may be found in others, but I know my heart, how evidl z=nd sinful
it is. Therefore 0od could not heve elected me, because I was not good
enough, Thut is Law!

Wie ure, therefore, in our study of Election bound to the revealed
Word of Bod und, specifically, to the Cosvel. For it fa in the .Cospsl
alone where the correct doctrine of Flection is oresented. Only the
correct doctrine cun glve us certuinty and azsurunce of our alection.

And only when we have gained this certuinty of our election is this
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doctrine of eny value to us vhatsoever; only then do we receive from
it tho comfort vhich God intended for us.
II.

Seripture ic the sole source for this doctrine. Thot is clear from
tho provious discussion. But 1% moy have seecmed that Scripture must not
present Tlectlon very clearly if so mony have erred with regard to it.
Put nothing could bo farther from the truth. Seripture teaches Eloction
frequenily, thoroughly, clearly, and s-!.m_ply. “Auch die Ichre von der
Guodomrohl wird wne in dor Schrift in deuotlichen, vnmiszverstecndiichen
Vierten vorgelogt. Das "Wes' sagt uns dle Schrift, wenn sle uns euch das
Wie' wnd "Werum® verschweigt. VWaere cg nichl schrecklich, wollten wir,
weil wir dog *Wie? und "Wiprun' nichi kemmen, cuch dag 'Was' wogworfen?
Dog Wips® halton wir fest uwnd glovben es, vem wir ez guch nicht reimen
koemmen.” 41 2nd therefore we deaye 100t negleet to preach this doctrine,
for othervise we are not preaching the whole couvnsel of CGod (Acts 20,27),
end we ore wobbing the Christians of the most comforting doctrine of
Scripture. a2

In order to be ehle to mreach the doetyine of Election as Cod wants
usg to preach it we rmst not only szbide by the rovealed Viord ss our source,
but we mst also be thoroughly ncguainted with what this Vord soys con=-
corning Dlection. /nd beccuse this doetrine iz co casill,y corrupted, per-
hops more so than others, we rmst be especially casreful that we are per-
fectly clear as to vhat Scripture tecches and thet everything that we
soy sbout it hag Seriptursl foundation.

Lot us now gee how Seripture does pregent this doctrime. And having
goen how all other presentations of it caz impossibly give comfort but
lead rather to caxmal security or despair, we will then sce how the

41. Stoockherdt, "Schriftbeweis fuer die lehre von der Cnademvshl,” in

"Iohre und VWohre," v.26, p.180.
42. Cp. also the 13th of the Thirteen Theses of 1881.
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teaching of Seripture is indeed & blessed anda ~omforting doctrine.
Thut fuel alone will estublish the Seripturel nreaanthtion ag the only
correct one."Formula of Concord”: "Since all Seripture, ziven by inepi-
ration of God, 1s to serve, not for security and impenitence, but for
'reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,' 2 Tim.3,16;
also, sinece everything in Cod's Jord hes been prescribed to us, nut
that we should thereby be driven to despuir, butT'that we, throuzh pa-
tience unl comfort of the Loriptures, might huve hope,' Rom.16,&, there-
fore 1% ls without cny doubt in no uway the sound cense or right use of
the doetrine concerning the eternul foreknouledge of God that elther
Iupenitence or despair should be ocoeasioned or strangthened thereby.
Accordingly,the Seriptures tsach this doetrine in no other way then to
direct us thereby to the %Yord, Eph.l,13%; 1 Cor.l,7; exhort to repentence,
2 TimeZ,16; urge to godliness, Ephel,14; John 15,3; strengthen faith
and sesure us of our salvetion, ¥ph.l,13; John 10,27 f£.; 2 Thess.2,13 £."40
On the busis of Ccripture Dr. Pieper defines Tlection thus: "Die
evige ¥rwaehlung ist die Handlung Gottes &an den Christen, wodurch CGott
sie fon Nwigkeit sus Gnaden um Christi willen it Berufung, Bekehrung,
Rechifsrtizung, Feilizunz und ilohaltung bedacht hat.” 44 pr. i.L.Greebner
defines it thus: "The dockee of predestinution is an etern=l act of
God, who for His goodnese' suke, =nd because of the rerit of thoe fore-
ordained Redeener of all mankind, purposed t o lead into everlasting
life, by the way und neans of sulvation designated for all ninking, a
cer'fuin nu;nber of certain persons, and to procure, work, und proniote
what would pertain to their finul salvation..... The entire work of

leading those who shall constitute the Church triwmphint from a stete

23. Tormulc of Concord, Thorough Decluration, sart. XI,12.
44, Pieper, ov.cit., IiI, 536.




of sin «nd wruth snd spiritual death, through u staute of faith znd
grace and spirituasl lif, o 4 stute of glory and eternal 1life, is
the divine execution of the eternul decres wherohy God, bsfore the
foundution of the world, und prompted only by 'iis smruce in Christ
Jesus, ovurposed to cull, enlighten, and sunctify, keep ind nreserve,
by the meuns of grace, -.-zenui-.l:lng to the counsel »f His will, all those
whom, by etemnal election of grace in Christ, the Rodeemar of the
world, e hu:d chozen from fullen munkind 2nd nredestinated to eternal
glory." 45

In the pzastpges of Serioture which speuk of iWleetion ono of the
first things we notice is that this decres of ilection took plzcs in

eternity. 'lerdly «nyona will dispute this; but it is &4n imporiunt fue-

tor. Poul tolls the EBohesiszns (1,4)8 “According as He hath chosen us

In Wim go) xata 802 3is oguoy+™ 4nd Tphesiuns 3,11: “xadkt Ipebeaey. taiy
«'u_é vwve” ilso 2 Thoas.2,16: “Yrom the beginning,” «nd 2 Tim.,1,9: "ig=
fore the world begun." Fleciion is a deerea vhich aluays hus been und,
therelore, alunys will be, unchungetble zni infinite.

In the second place, we find thut this decree of Gud had inherent
in it the pouer to do, und it did do, that which it decrced. In other
vords, it was an efiective decree. Psul suys in Rorans 8,28=-29: "To

A

them who sre called (&An_tg‘g) according to Yis purpose (pwéx Fgo'ﬂenv)."
God purposed to do somathing. hut did He purpose? Paul describes this
@pbga‘ with the word zmey vweKecr (foreknowledge; Luther: "Zuvorer-
kennen*), und thet includes in itself the mea_e"gg.y. the forsordaining
or preddstinating. Now, this “foroknow® includes more thin what men
understand with the term todsy. It is not only &« knowladge, but what the

older dogne.ticiuns deseribed as & "nosse cum uffectu et offectu.”

45. Craebner, "Dootrinsl Theolozy", Dp.44 & 228-023,
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Piepsr: "liicht bloe cin Wiseen wsn etwus, sondern uuch ein solches 7lo-
tiznzhmen, wodurch ein Gemeinschuftsverhzeltnis, ein Sicherverbinden

mit Suchen oder “srsonen, ein Xrfuscen dersclben geszetzt ist.” 48 And
Stoeckhurdt suys: "Und nun nimmt der ipeatel gleichsam dlesze dreiglie-
firige Kotte und huengt sie un ein srstes und oberstes Glied ein, welches
glelchsum in einen ¥elsengrund eingeschriedet 1:;1:..... it dem Anfang,
der 'nrognoosis’ und dem 'nroorismos eis doxan,' ist aueh Mitte, das
'k:lein' und *dikuioun’, und “nde, dus 'doxazein' notweniiz zesetzbeec...
ez die Berufung, Rechtfertigumg, Verherrlichung der ¥ruwzehlten Folge
und susflusz der ewigen /ahl und Pracdestinztion Cottes 131':, haben uir
aue der Beziehung des 30. Verses zum 29. Vers ersehen. Das bestzatizst
sich una, wenn wir nun veiter den ganzZen “usarmenhang v.28-30. in's
Auge fupsen. Die v.il. 30 onthaltene .ussage ist Bevels fuer dile v.28.
aufzestellte Behdupiung. Dieoser Bewels 1ist sabar nur denn gueltis und
kreeftis, venn wir v.29. und v.90., das, was von dem ewizgen Tun, und das,
was von den zeiblichon Tun Gottes gesugt wird, in das gencmnte Verhuslt-

nisz, in das Verhueltnisz von Grund und Folge, zu einunder 59tZANeeess

tiur wenn Bemfung; Rechtfertigung, usw., &#icher und notwendig aus derxr
ewigen Yersohung Tfolgt und flieszt, bleibt dlese 'gueldene Ketts® ein
Ganzes, ein unzomiszl_mrca Ganzegs, in das sich auch Kreuz und Léiden
einflicht, geschweige, dusz es durch letzteres zerrissen vuards. Der
Trost der gngefociitenen Clhiristen, die 'doza¥, dle geuisse lerrlichkeit -
fiele duhin, wenn CGott dus, wus er ucber sle in Fuigkeit beschlossen,
eben ihre Verherrlichung, nicht auch sicher und notwendlg in der Zelt,
eben durch Berufung, Rechtlfertigung, usuch durch dle iAnfechtunsg hindurch,

hincusfuchrto/r 47

AG. Pieper, op.cit., III,551-552.
47. Stoeckhardt, Bpe.cit., pp.275, 274, £77. For & further discussion of
this ef. also Stoeckhurdt, "Roemerbrief', pp.JSns £i.
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Thirdly, we sec from Seripture that this elernzl docrece includea
in itself the whole lif'e of u Christian, every phase of that life,
even the snullest upd wost ineignificunt. It does not only pertein to
one purt of the Christiacn's life, a,. 8.3e, hic finzal glorification.
Peul veeiribes everyibing in the Chrictisn's life to election shen he

gays (phel,3-5): "Who huth blessed@ s with 21l spiritucl blecsinge

in hesvenly nleces in Christ Jecus, sccording =s He hath chogen ue in

Hir before the foundution of the werld, ihet we should be holy und

uithout bluwe before liiim in love: heving predecztinsted us unto the zdon-

tion of children." ind in Honens 8,88-70 Paul exhorts the Christiens

to remain fuithful in «ll trials end tribuletions. Why? Because they
haeve been prefestinuted, predestinated &lsc unto these croeses &nd triuls
vLereby they would be purified &nd their drous would be rewcoved, nd,
therefore, evervihing “must work topgether for good to them that love
God." Te deplete this Leautiful “cutenu auvresa”: their czlling, Justifi-
cution, «ndé glorificution, £ll inseparably connectied to the first link
of° foreordinasion which is buased upon His méﬂszfs « Therefore, our
vhole life, fron: our cull to owr finul glorificutiiocn, every phise of
that life, is dependent on God's predestination. You cannuct cdestroy

& gingle link of ihet chuin without destroying the vhole chsin. Remove!
either the eull, or justificetion, or glorificution, urnd then there is
no nredeztination. ind rencve predectimution tnd there ctn be no glori-
Tication. Thie chain is- g0 strong that not one link can he broken.
Therefore Puul &lso uses the term zf'E.gsw the aorist, slthough glori-
fiecation still lies in the future. "Das ist den .postel sc gewisz und
eusgenscht, dusz er von der in der Sukunft winkenden endliclien Sicg

gernicht als von etwar Zukuenftigen, sondern ebenfclls von einer




Tatszuche redet, dle schon =0 gut wie vollendet ist.” 48

lMext it becomes evident thut this eternzl decree of God concerned I Z,
itself with cert.in persons und u definite number of perzons. It is,
therefore, not to be identified with God's universcl grace so thet it
Included ©ll wen, as Nuber taught, nor is it to be identirfied with God's
genercl forekmowledge which pgoverns ull His crentures, &o the Celvinists
sey. It includes conly the Christicns. Poul spetks to the Tphesiense as
elect und includes himself: m It is, therefore, & puarticulur elec-
tion; God had particuler people in mind: you tnd me. Acts 15,48: "and
4s uuny as were ordained to eternal life believed." latthew 22,14: “Leny
ure called, but few sre chosen." 2 Tim.2,19: "Nevertheless, the founda-
tion of God stundeth sure, huving vhis seul, The Lord knoweth fhen thut
ere fis.™ Jobn 15,18: "I know vhom I have chosen.™

Tifthly: The ultinate purpose why God elected these persons was V'f
their finul und eternul glorification. He was interested in restoring
men to that originul stete from which he hed fullen. This MHe wude cer-
tein through the elettion. sActs ]_.5,48: “AS mEny ae were orditined to

eternal life believed." 4nd 2 Tim.2,10: "Therefore I endure 21l things

for the elect's seke, thaut they may £lso obtain the sulvation which is

in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.™ Neither ceém this ultimate purpose
of God be rfoiled. Tha elect must be saved; they cannoct be lost. For our
Savior suys, John 10,£7-28: "Iy cheep hear ny voice, aund I know them,

und they follow me: and I give unto them eternul life; &nd they chall
never perlsh, neither sh:ll eny man plueck them out of my huni.” ind of
the elect during the lust days iie says: "And except those days should be
shortened, there =hould no flesh be suved: but for the elect's sake those

duys shall be shortened..... For there shaull arise fulse Christs, amnd

Z8. L..l.0raeobner, "Dis Lelre von der Cnadonmwehl, eine reicke Quelle des
Trostes", in "Lehre und \iehre", V.26, p.245.
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false prophets, &nd skull shew greut signs and wonders; insomuch that,

if it were possible, they shull deceive the very elect." (lLatth.24,22.24.).

But it is not posolble; it is the ™ther's zood nlesscure o give them

the kingdom. This is ©« truth which gives us coursge und strength cmid

the greute:-:-t- dongers. it was becuuse of thiz that Juther eould scy that

he would go %o Worms even if thore wers &= rany devils there as tiles

on the house-tops. It uus beezuse of this that he eould stend up defore

Pope snd mperar, yes, before the devil himeelf, cnd sing his mighty

otile liypn of thae Reforrétlon. ind it is bectuze of this spame faet that

we ecun stund up &nid the assaulis of =1l cur cnemies wnd ztill cowe forth

victorious. "For I know whom I huave belloved, and cm persuade@ thet He

is able tc keep thet which T hive commitied unto fim cguinst thut dey.”™
In the nlxth pluce: This decree of Tlecticn is bezed solely znd

zlons on God’s goodness and gracc. It is entirely Ged's vork, 1nit:lute;!

und curried out by I'im. In faect, this doctrine of #lectlon most wonder-

fully substoentiates the Serintural Ysole gratia". Thus there can be

nothing in us, nothing outcide of Cod Himself which moved lidm to eleck

us. Thie goodness, good-will (gudosds )s Or gruce of Cod is the "causa

impulsiva® of our election. Says Stoeckhurdi: "In *oudokia' kreuzen

gich zwei Begriffe, es bezeichnet einen festen Beschlusz (wic echon im

Slussischen), zugleich uber einen gnudenreichen Beachlusz Goites. ¥s

ist das Lateinische "heneplecitum®e Luther hat es :anz treffend mit -
"Wohlgefallen' wiedergzeszeben.” 49 It is for this reason that Election
is called an Rlection of grace, “elno Gnadenwahl.® Truly, the dectxine
of Klection substantlictes and serves the “sola gratic.” 2 Tim.1,9: "Who
hath peved us and cslled us with an holy ezlling, not accordinz to our

works, but according to lis own purpose ana gruce, uhich wes gFiven us

49, Utoseckhirdt, opecit., p..l2d,
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in Christ Jesus before the vorld bezan.” And Romans 11,5-8: “"iven =0
at this vresent tire ulso there is & remn=nt zccordinz to the clection
of grace. :nd if by grice, then it is no more vorks: otherwise grso;
is 'no more gmlce. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace:
othervise work is no more work." .ind the "Formula of Cuncord®: "There-
fore it is fulse and vrong whon it is taught thut not clone the nercy
of Cod und the most holy rerit of Chrizt, but that wlio in us thers is
a eause of Godi's election, on wecount of which God hus chosen us to
eternul life. for not only before vie hid done unything good, but =lso
bafore we were borm, yea, even before the Ioundztionsa of the world were
luid, He elected us in Christ; &nd ®"thut the purpose of Cod according
to election might stend, not of vorks, but of him thzt eaulleth, it vas
goid unto her, The elder shall serve the younger; us it is written con-
cerning this natter, Jucob have I loved, but Eseéu hove I huted, Rom=ns
9,11 £f.; Gen.25,23; Mul.),2 f.* 90

Seventhly: God elected us through our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Be--
cuuse of Tim and lHis vork ife loved us ond wis @éble to show His grice to
us. ..nd so the whole utoning viork of Christ clso belonged to this eter-

n.1 decree. Through Him God purposed and decrced to mcke us accepted,

to rcke us Iiis sons, to give us the inheritince. Ephesieéns 1,4:"iccording

ur lle bauth chosen us in Iidm {Christ) before the foundution of the world.”™
Christ is the "ciusu meritoriau” of our clection. jAgain, Ephesians 5,11:

“"According to the eternul purnose, which He purposed in Christ Jesus,

our Lord." And 2 Tim.1,9: "/ho hath zuved us,snd culled us with sn holy
culling, not acconling to our works, but sccording to His own purpose

and gruce, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the torld begun."

50. Formmle of Concord, “'horough Decluration”, Art.XI,88.
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From this it is evident that we muat not and connot view our elec-
tion os absolute or "mude", ns if Cod hed simply mustered o group of
people, or ns 1f He haz simply put His hand into the mpss of humanity
and yu;lua. ool a Zew. ilo, rather, CGod cledted us in viewr of and Por the
pake of Jesus Christ with the intent that Eis oternal decree would be
carried out 1a that way which hos boen defined in Seriptvre as the way
of selvation. Thot includes, first of all, Christ's work for us; then
aigo our call by the Spirit throevgh the Vord, our coenversion, our justi-
ficotion, onr srmotification (this inecludes the uwae of the means of
groace, cur avercoming of tenpietions, our 2blility to boar =2ll ocur crosae.s.
cte.), cur presexvetion in the falth through the meons of grace, and
Pinelly our otermal glorificatlion.

This Indicctes the ploee alrveady which feith oecupice in this doc-
trine. In the Colvwiristic systom f2ith follows election, in oymerzism it
precedes election. Dot in Imthorsn theology it io not covse but meons of
election; through it God purpogsed to make us His children and in this
way to oxeevie His doerce. Ploper: "Der vom Helligen Ceist gewirkte
Clevbo lgt Hittel dor Erwachlng.® 2! In this sense £oith must not be
thought of os before nor after our eleétion. However, viewed in o dif=-
ferent way, the faith whiech we now heve is o be considered ag a result
of eloction. fcts 13,48: YAnd ns meny as were ordained to cverlasting
1life bolioved.” Chernitz seys: “Dic Vahl Goites folget nicht nach unserenm
Clovben wad Corechiighkeit, sondern gehet vorher ols eine Ursache dessen
allog." 52 And Augustine vory aptly seys in his boolr on the Fredestinctiem
of tho Saints, chapter 17: "Cott habe dic Glacubigen auserwochlt,

obor danit ole es seion, nient well sie

51' P!.GI)BI.‘. 09.0!.1:-. III.549.
52. Quoted in Pleper, op.cit., III,550.
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es schon wiren; die lienschen Zlouben nicht, dswit sle erwaehlt wsrden,
sondern werden vieluehr erwaehlt, dimit sie glauben; ' Cup.l19: 'licht
Feill wir gegl=ubt huben, sondern deumit wir gliuben, h:t er uns erwtzehlt,
auf dosz mun nicht suge, dasz wir ihn zuvor erwehlt hzben." 55
Seripture is very emphsitic in telling us thut_m must not view our
elaection ubsolutely. 1I Thess.#,l¥-14: “GCod hath from the beginning

chosen you to salvation through sunctification of the Spirit und belief

in the truth, whereunto He ctlled you by our Gospel to the obteininz of

the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.™ All of this belongs to Cod's eternzl
Tlection. Therefore the Tormult: of Conecord rightly says: "Therefore, if
we wish to think nr.a'.neuie correctly end vrofltubly concerning eiern:l
election, or the predeztinution &nd ordinstion of the children of God
to oternul life, we should accustom oursolves not to cneculzte concer-
ning the bure, sacret, concezled, inscrutible foreknowledge of CGod , but
how the counsel, purpoze, :ni ordinstion of God in t}hribt_ Jesus, who

is tha true Book of Life, is revetled to us through the Yord, nwuely,
thaet the entire doctrine concernminz the murpose, counsel, will, ;'.nd or-
dinction of Cod pertuining to our Bedemption, cull, Jjustificution, u=nd
sulvition should be tiken topgelher; as Paul trects and hus expleined
this article Rom.8,29 f.; Eph.l,4 f., as @lso Christ in the mruble,
¥atth.:2,1 £f.r And:ihen the Formula continues and gives the fumous
*uight Points“, showing how we are to view this eternul decree of elec-
tion: "God in iz purpose snd counsel orduined: 1l. That the hum:sn race
is truly redeemed und reconciled with God through Christ, who, by His
faultless obedience, suffering,znd deuth, has nierited for us the right-

eousness vhich avails before God, =ni etemal life. 2. That such merit

53. Walther,"Die 'Absolute' 1’redaa-1t1nat10n“. in "Lehre und Wehre", v.26,
Pe298. Cp. #:lso Stoeckhurdt,“Schriftheveis fuer die Lehre von der Gnaden-
wahl,” Lehre und Wehre, V.26, p.239.
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and benefits of Christ shall be nresented, offered,.ond distributed to

us through Ils Vord awd Scoramenis. 3%. That by His loly .Ghost throush

the Voxrd, vhon 1t is preached, heord, sxd pordered, He will be cfficacious
and active in us, convert hoarts to true repenitence, snd preosorve them in
the true foith. 4. That Ho will justify ell those who in true repontense
recoive Christ by a true faith, and will recelve them inte grace, the adop-
tion of soug, and vhe inhoritance of cternal life. %. That Ee will also
poanctify in love those vho arc thus justificd, as St. Peul says, Eph.l,4.
6. Thot He also will proitect them in thelr great werlness against the
devil, the world, and the flogh, aand rule and isad them in His ways, ralse
then pgain, when they stunble, comfort them under the cross aund in tempta-
ticn, snd preserve thenm. 7. Thet He will slso sbrengthon, increase, and
support to the end the good work vwhich He hos bogun ian them, if thoy ad-
hore to CGod's Vord, proy dilligently, obide in Cod's goodness, end faith-

fally use the gl2is receoived. 8. That finally He will otermally save and

glorify in 1ifo cternal those vhom le hes elected, called, and jostificd.m 54

Pieper pointe cut an smnlegy te this corrsct vwicw of cur clecticn,
narnly, thet of the "terminus vitae." 5% In Job 14,5 ve rend: "™Hia deys
are determined, the muiber of hip months are with Ehee; Thou hast appointed
hig bounds that he comnot nass." Dut reither con this truth be cornaldered
absolutely or "nude". Do one would think of stopping o proy or to work
or to ect, thinking that the timc of his death is sel chsolutely r-nd. he
cer o nothing to change it. That would bo doterministic, trme Colviniem
cerriecd o its cxtremo. Put Seripiure lmows no detorminism. God has given
us the means vhercby we are to aust'u‘._ln 1ife, and Ho included 'bhg use of

thege meons vhen Ho set the "temsimus®™ of our life; and so it is also

54, Formoln of Concord, "Thorough Declaration™, Art.XI,13-22.
55. I’ieper. op. 0’."5-. III.540-
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with Floction.

The Calvinists, vho vioew the doctrine of Election "nude", rmst also
have a correlative dootrine, nnmely, the Elcction to Darmation or the
Decree of Reprobation. Eerkhof soys to prove this doctrine: "The doctrine
of Reprobetion naturally follows from the logic of the situation. Tho
decroc of Elcction inevitobly implics the deorce of Roprobation. If the
ell-wrise CGod, possesscd of infinite Imowledge, has oternally purposed to
gave some, then He 'ipoo focto® rloo puvrposed not to save others. If He
hos chosen or elceted como, thon Ho hes by that very foct also relected
others.” 90 e only frovble with this argument 1s that Scripture and
God ore not subject to the logle of finite men. In thic case the logic of
God ig differont from thot of mon, becevse Scripture Imows nothing of a
.Docree of Ieprobetion. The difficuliy which the Calvinists meet 1s caused
by the fact thot they nssume the sovercignty of God to be thelr material
principle,mnd all other doctrines rugt £it into theat. If thet is assumed,
then the Decree of Heprabation would of uneeesaity follow. One of thelr
“gsedes doctrinne” is Ronang 9,22-27: "Whot if Cod, willing to shew liis
vrath, snd to soke His power Imovn, cndured with much longsufforing the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: and thet He might meake Imovm the
riches of His glovy on the vescels of uorey, which He had aforc prepared
unto glory." Hovever, the Calvinisis are forced to intorprot this to f£it
into their whole theologicol schome. Thorefore they commot. vnderstand thiét,
vieross it ooys of the vessels of mewcey that they were "alore prepared vmto
glory,” it Qoes not soy thet of the vessels of wrath, neither that they
wora"prepared,” nor thet this was done"afore.™ And notice that the word for
"prepore” is m§3to§'gtm’. an active wvorb; God prepered them. But the word
for "Pittcd” is W, a niddle par‘l:!eiple.%“ denoting not an ac-
tion of sore outside pubject:, but rether donoting a roflexive action; they

Pitted theomselves for destruction. It also seems that they forget to

56. Doriiof, OD.Cite, ¥ID.1L7=118.
56a. Stoockhardt, "Roemerbricf," p.458, shows conclusively that it camot

be takon os o passive.
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look ut snothor word: _Eq_;}_ﬁ_ saKpeOuyuig » God was merciful to them;
lie -had borne them putiently; but they insisted on fitting themselves
for destruction. Of course, uside from thés, the Calvinists simply-
disregard or ezplain uway all passiges referring to God's universsl
grace.

The fuct that Seripture knows nothing of cuch & predestina:ticn to
durnation is & comfort for us. For if such 2 doctrine were tuughs, then
the Calvinists would certminly «lso be right in viewing elcetion as
absolute and unconditional. Thon where would our confort be? Then we
could only despair, But since z’:(;ripture hés no such doetrine is also
proof thut it exvects us -to view owr election, not &hsolutely, but in
ithe lisht of God?'s promises, yes, in the light of the whole Gosnel.

Certiiinly, with the touching of Seripture on Hlection z11 paessible
thouzhts of carnzl Becurity are excluded. If =omeone does become cuar-—
n:1ly secure the fecult is not t0 be sought in the doctrine but rather
in the hurdnees of that persons heart. For if a nerson would cluim that if
he is eternally eleect he will be suved, but if he is not elect he will
be lost, regariless of whut he doez or belleves, then we must tnswer:
Seripture teuches no such doctrine of election. God will néver force or

coexrce !His elect. Ruther, 2 Thess.2,13 talls us thut God elected us

B Srxcuad .ILEH:EQL’;. Ay tes M, £ carnully secure heart is a

cannet comfort himself with Election.
sure sign that « person i= neb .

Hovever, the Sceripture doctrine of Tlection should give and does
give Christiaens the certuinty of their election. Fvery verson should
be certain of his eleetion uand should be zble tc say: I know that Cod
elected me and thut I will receive the erown of life. This is not,
however, to be confused with ecurnzl seccurity.

Rone denies that anyone can be certiin of his elsction =nd tnathe-

mutizes ©ll who teich such 4 certuinty. In the "Cunons ¢nd Decreas of
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the Council of Trent” we read: "o one, moreover, so long as he is in
this mortul l1life, ought So fur to presume as regurds the secret nystery
of divine predestinution, us to determine for ceertzin that he is assured-
1y in the number of the predestinute;... for except by znecial Pevela-
tion, it cumnot be known whom God hath chosen unto himself.* 87 And
again: "If anyone saith, that & man, who is born sgein end Justified,
is bound of faith to bellave that he Is assuredly in the numbar of the
predestin:te; let him be unacthema.” 58 This sguin brings to 1ight the
“monztrum incertudinis® and shows the true charzeter of Antichrist.

Cod's Word deoes not speak that way. Ho, in its entire praesentation
of this doetrine it tikes for grunted that we are to he sure of our
elecction; eo M'E‘E. St. Puul tells the Ephesiunc (1,4):
“God hzth chosen us" (gEcle 8ot 2udss the morist). And to the Thesses
lonicns he suys (2 T!xeua.1=,131.‘.)= “God hath from the beginning chosen
you" (£ilafo  Juds, tgnin the sorist). And in 1 Thess.l,5 he suys:
“Knowing, brethren beloved, your election” (gzfp7es oe« iny. '—5“&9}‘&‘- Dudiv)e
This is whut Pleper cells "dus theologlsche fchluszexumen.®

We guin this certainty of our election in only one way: through

the Word, by which the Holy Spirit instils this certuinty in our heert. 99

57. “Cunons and Decrees of the Counell of Trent”, lizterworth edition,
Session VI, chapter 12.

$8. Ibid., Session VI, chupter XVI, etnon 15,

59. The lioly Spirit indeed pleys un importent part here. The "Formula of
Concord, iArt.XI,75-74, describes lils work as follows: "And since the ioly
Spirit dwells in the elect, who hive bocome beliovers,as in ¥is temple,
and ie not idle in them, bhut imwels the children of Cod to obedience %o
CGod's comrmnds, believers, likewlse, should not be idle, und mueh less
recist the impulse of (od's Spirit, but should exercise themselves in all
Christisn virtwes, in ell zodliness, modesty, temperance, nputience, bro-
therly love, &nd give all diligence to muke their calling und eleection
sure, in order that thoy may doubt the less eoncerning it, the more they
oxnerience the povier and strength of tho Spirit within them. For the
Spirit beurs witness to the elaect thut they are Goi's children, RomeS,16.
And although they sosetimes fall into terptation so grievous that they
imgizine they perceive no mure power of the indwelling Sovirit of God, and
say with David, Ps.31,22: 'I suid in my huste, I um cut off from before
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Specifically this meune thuat only the Gospel, the viearious atonement
of Christ and the manifestution that ie loved us and valued us co highly
that Ile willingly gave Himself for us, cun impurt this certiinty. ‘this
is whal Steupitz advised Luther to do: "Dr. Staupltz pflegte rmich mit
dissen Wiorten zu troesten und sagie zu mir also: Lleber, warum plegst
du dich 21=z0 mit dlesan ipeculitionen und hohen Gedunken; schaue un die
vunden Christi, und sein Blut, das er fuer dich verszossen hat, daraus
wird die Verschung hervorscheinen.” 80 And eguin: *pie Disputation von
der Versehung soll man gaenzlich flichen, und ituupitz sagte: Wenn du
von der Verschung disputleren willst, so fange an den ‘unden Christi
an, und sie wird aufhcerensece- Hir nmuessen in dem liorte bleiben, in
welcher: 0ottt uns offenburt unll dle Seligkeit Qurgebotnn wird, wenn wir
ihm glouben..... In Christo sher sind elle iichucetze verborgen, ohne ihn
sind alle verschlossen." 61 Tuther luter guve the sane adviee: *Deshalb
lusz dies dein erstes inliegen sein, dasz du d:le:ees Kind ergreifen moe=-
Zost; das lusz dir auf’'s hoschste anbefohlen sein; dsm, der von der
Jungfrzu Varia geboren 1st, und der auch zugleich Gottes Lohn ist,
druecko Test cn dein Herz. Wenn du diesen ergriffen hest, so bist du
sicher und wohlverwahrt gegen alle listigen Hachstellunzen uné gefaehr-
lichen .nechlueze des Teufels." 62 Ana uneak;.ns of the Epistle to the
Romsans in his "‘J"-orreﬂe zum Roemerbrief" he suys: “Du uber folge dleser
Tpistel in ihrer OSrinung , bekuexmere dich zuvor mit Christo und dem
mvengelio, dasz du deine Suende und seine Gnude erkemnenzt, darnuch mit

der Suende streiteat, wie hier dus ley, B¢y Soy; 4oy Say; 6.5 7., 8. Capiteld

59 eont'd: Thine eyes,' yet they should, without regard to what they
experience in themselves, again say with David, as ic written 'ibideml!,
in the words imwediately following: "lleverthelese Thou heardest the voice
of uy supplications vhen I criecd unto Thee."

80. Iuther, 5t. Louls REdition, IX,181.
6ls Thid., XXII,83%Z.
82. Ibid., VI,186.




éalehrt huaben. Darnach, wenn du in das 2chte kommen bist, unter das
Kreuz und Leiden, das wird dich recht lehren die Verzehung im 8., 10.
und 1ll. Capitel, wie troestlich sie sel. Denn ohne l.eiden, ¥reuz und
Todesnoete kann run die Versehung nichtohno ..chaden und heimlichen Zorn
wider Cott handeln. Darum musz Adam zuvor wohl.todt cein, e;m er dies
Ding leide, und den sturken lieln trinke.” 63

Meper suys the sums: “Dagegen kinn die ewilge Frwaehlunz sicher
tus dem Fvungelluwn erkunnt werden. Das Evengelium hut neemlick diesen
Inhelt, dusz die Grade Gottes in Christo alle :uender ohne Ausnzhre an-
geht, und dasz die Gnade wirklich Gnade und durch nichts im ¥enschen be-
dingt ist. Hoert und glaubt dies ein Lensch, so kann er nicht umhin,
versichert zu sein, dész um Christi willen in Cottes Herzen nicht Zornm,
sondern eitel heisze Licbe gegen ihn, den Suender, viohne. Huelt dazher
ein uimer Suender ohne .eitenblick auf das Gesetz seinen Gluuben auf das
Evingeliwn gerichtet, so gluubt er 'eo ipso' seine ewige Erw.chlung.
Zurz, die Prkenntnis der ewlgen Erviehlung feellt mit dem Gluzuben an das
Evangel ium zusurmiicn.* 64

Th:l.a' i the wuy teripture itself directs us to hecome sure of our
election. It always directs the sinner to Christ. So at our Lord's
Pransfiguration the Fether said (Matth.17,5): “This is my beloved Son,
in vhom I =m well pleusged; heur ye Him." ind our Savior Hiwself saya
(kztth.11,28): "Come unto me, sll ye that labor and are heuvy luden,
and I will give you rest.” ind John 6,37: ‘"Him that coreth.to me I will
in no wise cust out.™ It is &lso in this way thut Paul pre:iched the
certainty of Fleetion. In the eighth chapter of Romuns, after speeking
of their eterncl election, he then applies that truth (Rom.8,32-34):

63. Ibid., XIV,107=108, ons
64, Pieper, op. cit., III,546.
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"He that sporod mot His own Son but delivered !im up for us all, how
shall e not with I"im ©lzo freely give us ¢ll thinge? Who shall ley
anything to the charge of God's elect? It 1s God thut Judtifieth. tiho
is he that condemneth?ilt is Christ thut dies, yeea rather, thet is ri-
sen apgein, who is even at the right handi of Cod, who &lco miaketh inter—
cession for ue." /And now, beauuse of this faet snd Xmowing this: “Who
shall Boparagé! is: fhom' the: lowva: of Ch2ist?? (v.40). And his answer is:
"Nothingl»

wualther orings out the feet thut the entire Trinity points us to
Christ in ordezr thureby to make us certuin of our election: "Wie beweist
du denn, desz die gunze heilipe Dreifultigkeit alle l'enschen auf Christum
vels*t, in dem sie @es Vaters ewige Wehl suchen sollen? IFit drei Cruénden:
denn 1. das ist von Buigkeit hel dem Vater beschlounen: wen er wolle selig
1zclien, den wolle or durch Christum selig ruchen. iile er selber spricht:
'Piewsnd konmt zum Yeter, denn durch mich.' (Joh.14,6). Ind aberm:ls:
*Teh bin die Tuer; so Jemand durch rnilch eingehet, der wird selig vwerden."
(Toh.10,9)s 2. Christus uber, uls der eingeborne Sohn Gottes, der in
des Vuters Schoosz ist, hat una des Vaters ¥%Willen, und £lsc tuch uncere
ewige zhl zum ewigen lLeben verkuendiget; nuemlich da er sugt: *Tut Busze
‘und glueubet dem Evengelio, denn dus Reich Gottes ist nuhe herbeikommen.®
(Mark.1l,15). Item, er sugt: 'Dus ist der Wille desz, der mich gesundt hut,
dasz, wer den Sohn sichet undéd glueubet «n ihn, bube das ewige Lébon.'
{Toh.6,40). Und ubermuls: °*Also hat Cott die ‘;!elt geliebet® usw. (Joh.
3,16). Diese Predigt, vwill der Veter, dusz tlle j'enschen hoeren, und zu
christo kommen sollen, die auch Christus nicht von sich treibet, wie ge-
schrieben stehet: 'Wler zu mir korizet, den werde ich nicht hinsusstoszen.'
{Johe6,37). 3. Und auf dasz wir zu Christo lwegen komren, uirket der

Heilige Geitst durch das Gehoer des worts den wahrhoftigen Glauben, wie

der Apontel zeuget, da er spricht: 'So koemmt nun der Glaube aus dem Ge-.
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hoor Cottes Worts' (Roem.10,17), wenn duoselbige luuter und rein gepre-
diget wird." 65 ind to the question: "las sollen daher alle disejenigen,
welche pelig werden wollen, nich dleser lLehre Christi tun, anstatt sich
mit Gottes heimlichem Rat zu plugen?"”, he gives the answer: "Sie :=ollen
von ihren Suenden zbstehen, Busze tun, seiner Verheiszunz glauben, und
sich gunz und gur wuf ihn verlussen; und wélluwir des sus colgenen Kraef-
ten von uns selbst nicht vermoezen, will solches, naemlich Busze und
(*lauben, der Heilige CGeist In uns wirken durch’'s iort ‘Emd durch dis Sce=
ranente. Und dasz wir solches noegen vollfuehren, darin verharren und
be=stuendig b'l.e:lbén, sollen wir Cott wa seine Cnade cnrufen, die er uns
in der heiligen Tuufe zugesugt hat, und nicht zveifeln, er werde uns
dieselbige, vemioege seiner Verheiszung, niltieilen, wie er versprochen
hat Iuk.11,11 ff.:'o bittet unter such ein Sohn den Vater um Brot! usw."“
How, when God, who ecannot lie, directs us to Christ, He certzinly
means whut He says. "ind this eall of God, which is mude through the
preaching of the Word, we should not regerd e Juggelry, but know that
thereby GQod revesls ¥iis will, that in thosec-whom He thus ctlls !fe will
:10:_:1( through the ord, that they may be onlightensd, converted, and
saveds. Mor the Word, whereby we are culled, is a ministratioh of the
Spirit, or whereby the Sy irit is gi.ven! 2 Cor.s,8, an;l a power of God
unto salvation, Roum.l,16. snd esince the iioly Ghost wishes to be effice-
eious through the word, and to strengthen =nd give power and ubility, 1t
is Gmi's will that we should receive the llord, beliecve and ohey it." 67
Turthermore, we etin be certain that the duet;-ino of Rlection as
presented in Seripture &nd our confesszions i1s the only correct one, be=-

czuse every phase of this doetrine redounds solely to the glory of Cod,

85, Walthar,"bia leire von der Cnadenwuhl in Frage und -.‘ntmrﬁ". guestion 81.
68, Ibid., question 83.
&7, Formula of Concord, "Thorough Declsration", .Lrt.XI,Eﬂ.

-
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end glves comfort to the simnner. It is an axiom that overy doctrine must
glve confort and certainty. A doctrine which leads to doubt or despair or
caxnal zocurlty 1o ¥eo ipso™ folse. The correct doctrine alone gives man
tho essuranee of his elaction. :

The guegtion orises: Whet kind of » coricinty is this vhich the
Caristiang hove of their cloection? The Calvirnists, on the oze hand, have
defined 1% as an dhgolute ceriaiaty, beged on the theory that the Fleetion
is mualterable end that o person,having once felt pubjeetively thot he wag
elecl, enmict fall from grace. Thls theory 1s bagsed on the distinction
between “comuon' snd Vgpeelinl" mroce; common grace bolnge offored to
the non-gleocet, speeinl srace only to the a]:oc'!: whern the Holy Chost works
fnrrodictely ond irresistibly. Thie, however, is not en cbpolute certeinty
becouee it 1s besed on the emotions. Such & corteianty we eemmot =ceept.
It is o cortainty vhich, in the last enclysis, ic ne certainty.

Oa the other hend, gowe aay thic is o ecnditional certainty. But
this term has clso heen misunderstood and misunsed, ospeciclly by the
aync:rgistn. Theroby they meen that it iIs o cerizinty vhich is based or
dependent uvpon men's atiitude aud potions. This is due to their refuscl
to aceept the "gola gratiz.” Such a conditicnal ceriainty we cannot
eccept. This, too, in tho last analysis, 1s no certainty.

Becpuse both of these ferzms have been misuged we avold then
and roather define it ag a certeinty of Paith, because, after all, falth
consists algo in the certeinty of elescotior; faith ig cortaluty, and in
ao far thoy oro ideniicel. "Adequoet wird die Cowissheit dls CGloubens-
govriagheit bosecichnet, \\_‘d}- gie im Gleuben au das Evangeliunm Douteht

wnd degholb im Einkleng mit der Intur des Gleavbens nicht eino halbe,
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sondern eine voellige Gewlszheit lst. Diese normzle Clauubensgewiszheit
wird Roener 8,31-359 becchricben, welche Beschreibung mit den Yorten
schliepzt: 'Ick bin pewisz, dasz weder Tod noch Leben, veder T™nmel noch
Mieratentum noch Cewalt, weder Cegenwaertigss noch “ukuanftipges, weder
lioches noch Tiefes noch keine andere IKreutur mez uns scheilden von der
ILiehe Cottes, die in Christo Jesu i=t, uncerm nbrrn.'gart is u cortuinty
which i= bused upon the infinite &nd unchangeable promlszes of God, who
has snid: “The lLord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have
thought, so shull it come to pass; and as I have purposed, =0 shall it
gbtndeeeve ¥or the Lord of hosts hath purposed, &nd who shall discnnnl
it? And His hand is stretched out, zmd who shall 4urn 1t bzek?” (Isziszh
14,24,27).

IHowever, we do, and cvery Christiaon will at times, ruise soe obe
Jjections against the ceriainty of his or her eleection, et it ha stated
firut that sll such doubtes about the certainty of our ulection_gsuw out
of the nuturel, sinful heart, having been nlanted there by the devil.
I"on muy eall such & cert:in und triumphent faith pride, thut one thinks
too highly of himself; they muy suy that it is moiesty mot to cluim tono
rmech but to be indefinite abont our election and salvution. But thet is
o ful se modesty. Ho Christian is proud, thinks ruch of hirself,wher he
is certain of his eleetion cnd ultimate su:lvation. In fuect, the more
certain he is, the laoss he thinkz of himeelf, hecuause his sure faith
in based not on anything subjective, within himself, but on &n objective
foundetion, upon his Savior und His eternal promises which eannot
chiinge. That is the glorious thing about this certuinty.

But every Christian is still subject to the temptutions of the

68, Pieper, on.cit., III,548.
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devil. ind the devil is going to vhisper to him thit he cumnot be =ure
of his electicn bectuse ieripture itseli wirns cguinzt fulling cusy
from the falth, ¢nd 1t gives numerous exumples of people who did fall
frow the feith. Gur experience also corroborztes that. Then we must
unsvoer: Let us not confuse Juw and Gospel., Pieper: "Die liurnungen vor
Abiall und der Hinweis uuf (liq Zeltglaeeubligen sind vollkommen ernzt ge-
meint. ffie gehoeren sher zum Gesetz und gelten den Christen nicht n=ch
dem ncuen l.enschen, sofern sie in Suendsnerkenntnis nach Grade, Selkg=
keit und ¥rwuehlunz fragen, sonderm nech dem: slten Yenschen, zofern ihr
Interesse sich von Gnude und Celigkelt ob= und dieser Uelt zuxendet.
Ule Zesorznis, die Zeltglacubigen moechten sine Unwzhrheit zegluubt
haben, wenn 1m Cnudenevingelium much die Erh=ltung im Clauben =zugeszact
und somit zuch die ewize Fruzehlung offenb:rt werde, ist unbezruendet.
Der mngenommene Fall komnut nicht vor. Yier Cottes CGnudenmusazs in hazug
auf die Erhultunz glaubt, faelll nicht ab. Pas ist eing in der _chrift
zaeof fenburte Tatsucha.” 69 walther zives u similur unswer in his "Die
Lehre von dor Onidenwahl In Frige und Antwort™: "luessen wir aber nicht
&n unserer “rruushlung und Seligkeit darum zwelfeln, well wir J= fallen
knennen? Hein; well unsere Wshl zum ewigen ILeben nieht unsers Froormig-
keit oder Tugend, aonderm uallein auf Jhristus Verdienst und gnaddizen
Willen und Jessn uawandelbar ish: derhalben, wuann seins Xinder aus dem
Gshorsam treten und straucheln, laeszt er sls durch's lort wieder zur
Busze rufen und will der !leilige Geist duiurch in ihnen zZue Bakshrung
kraeftins sein, und, venn sie in wahrer Busze durch rechten Gluuben, sich
wiedsr zu ihm hokehren, will er dus ulte Vaterherz i:mior orzolzer allen

denen, die sich ob seinom ‘ort fusrchten und von Herzen wnisdsr zu ihm

69, Pieper, ibid., IIX,548.
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bekohren, ule geachriebon steliet, Ter.3,l." 70 And Jather asavs of
those nagszges In Seriptuwre which warn us egeinst falling away: "Die
Spruache von der Varachung, vuelcha das .insshen hiben, tls schracken
sie uns, =0llonm =llein das ausrichton und dazu dienen, duasz sie uns
unzeigen die idchwachhoit unsorer XKraefte und Unvormoagen, und zum Ge-
het veimzhnon. Jenn wir des tun, 0o sind wir vershhan." 71

3%3111 smne object. thoa they uro remindad thz2t Paul szys no one
"shall ba able to soparsio us frow tho love of Gud which is in Chrilst
Jeosus, owr lord”™ (Rom.8,3%9), they will =zay: It is ftrue that God does
everything on 'ls port to vreserve un in our feith, but atllil wo cannot
comfort ourseolves with thut fuet, bescuuse aven the woanvoried 1un is
otLl1l opooased by the dovil, the world, @nd hia flesh. ind so fiaslly
it denonds upon how wall he cun withsiond thom. This objoction is ance
thor proof that Jotan ic conatently trying Lo direct ths attention of
the Thrlctizn unon himself away from his Saviore Soripturs does not
sneak thus, The zasurance which the ivostle has, and which he exprsazes
in Ropans B, concists in Just this that, in spite of his own weakneas
and chortcomings, God will protecet him, God will glve him tha power €9
overcone the onolaughts of tha devil, the world, tnd hiz flech, God

"x11l not suffor you io ba temnted adove that ye &re uble, but will with

the semvtetion olso nake « way to escipe, that ya may be adble tc besr

it* {1 Cor.l1l0,13). "Not that we ars sufficlent of owrsslves to think

snything us of oursolves, but our sufficiency is of God" (2 Cor.Z,5).
God said: "y zruce is sufficient for thee: for my strength is mnde
porfect in weckness” (2 Cor.l%,9). "Boing confident of thiz very thing,

that Do which hath begun & good work in you will »arform it until the

70. walther, op.cit., quastion 87.
7l. Luther, 5St. Iouls Bdition, XXII,892.
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day of Jesus Christ" (Phil.1l,6). That is tho way in which Seripture
talks. Our sulvation hias been taken out of our own hande and placed
into the hand of God, who does @ll. luther: "But now, since Cod hus
put wy selvation out of the way of my will, &nd hes tikon it under His
own, and hes prowised to save me, noi sccording to my woriking or menner
of life, il zcecording to 1lls own grace ond marcy, I rest fully assured
and persuzded thut He is feithful, and will not lie, «nd woreover zreat
and poverful, so that no devils, no adversities can destroy MHim, or nluek
me out of Nis hond.” 7% It rewoves every czemblince of uncertainty for
us. Then why dor we insist on muking that uncertuin which Cod hes

rmude gertain? 79

It is from this certainty of our election tha% we gein the greatest
confort which we cun find in Seripture. Yes, that very certaiaty is
our confort. we can call it the most eor._forting doctrine becauze every
other coufort is cither derived from it or is in come way intimately
connected with it. Being sure of our eclection there is nothing which
cun trouble us or cause us to despalr.

We have the comfort, .ll'imst of all, that, becuuse of the eternal
Tlection, the Holy Christien Chureh will exist Lo the end of days. At
times it seems as if the @hurch will disappear., So it was &t the time

114, jah, who thought that he ulone was left who ctill worshipped the

Lord. But the Lord showed him that there still were seven thousund who

72. Lutner, "De Gervo srbitric”, p.584.

73. It is gratifyinz that in our present union efforts with the imeriecn
Luthner:n Chureh, we have rsuched a unity in lzis doelrine, thot cveryone
accepts what Scripture says. The mew "Doetrinsl Affirmation" of our
Syncd and the ameriean imtheran Chureh says on page 13: "By slection of
grace we meen this truth, that all those who by the grice of God alone,
for Christ's sike, throuzh the mesns of grace, zre brought to fuith, are
Justified, sanctified, &nd preserved in fuith here in time, that zll
tusze hiuve alrsady f{roin aternily been endowsd 'a:f God with r.a.lth, Jueti-
fication, sunctification, und preservation in feith, and this for the
Ssaue reaccm, niualy, by gruce ulome, for Christ's suke, und T " way of
The 1 means of grace.™ In its entire presentation it correctly v:lewa
Election Ya posteriori” instead of "a priori.™
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had not bowed the knee Lo Bual. So it wis &leo dGuring the ltld.ﬂie H{ZOBe
Sut tbhe Lord wlweys kept !is remmant until luther care end the Church
uf God wus aguin triviphant. ind =0 it olicll be to the end of tine.

For “the gutes of hell shell not prevell ageinst iv” (Metth.lc,18),
becuuse it is built on Christ, the Cormer-stone. The Church is coupoced
of inGlviduule, of God's elect. low, since God hus shown ne $hut I am
one aff Lthe oleot, T thersfore tn o penhoer of Uis Cliaeh Universai. I
wa one of the stones in this building, one of ihe menbers of His todye
liot ore of these stones, nob cne of these rerber: cin be rewoved. The
-whiole building is"fitly fremed together”(Tples,fl). Therefors ike

Chiristisn Church exiols lofey, und it will alvays exisi. Pieper: "Die

cruige Tmeahilung steht in Yauselverheelinis zur chrizilichen ¥Kireche.” 74
+nd Stoeckhurdi puls 1t very aplly: "Den: ssuszeren Ansehen nach sind
€ie Tinder Cuttes, die glueubigen Cliristén durch die gonze Jelt hin
zerwtrevt, hier einer, dort einer, liler ein Klelnes ifteuflein, dort ein

Eroeszerer laufen, Die relsten sind eincnder inbekennt. Und e&s zcheint ein

reiner Sufall zu sein, cdasz dieser oder jensr e :',uor&r sich zu Cott
bekehrt und ein ¥iné CGoties wird. Doch das Ding h_at noch eins zndore
veite, zuf weleche dexr-ipostel hier eben nechdruecklich hinweist. Dieser
cersireuung, Zerstueckelung llegt Binheii, diesem schelnboren Tufall,
Giesen scheinbar zufeelligen Corbinaticnen licgt Plan, Ordnung, System
zu Grunde. Die ueber dle Erde hin zersireuten Kinder Gottes bilden eine
Binheld, eine grosze Turilie, sind dus JEusgesinde Gottes. Und das hat
Goit von Tuigkelt her so gewollt, geplant und sboranet. Dexr ewige Rate
schilusz der Brwaehlung zur i'indschaft besteht nicht nur darin, desz
Cott einzelne verlorene und verluufene Seelen tue der groszon MNasse

herausgeplokt hat, sondern Gott hut sich ein gunzes Volk aus der Welt

-7-4_. DiepsYy, op.cit., III,068,




nuserleeen, Fr het die Einzelnen gleichsam als Tosten ainer Swmwea enge-
sehen und hat die ginze Surma in wnd mit den einzelnon Posten in der
Ewipgkeit schon festgectellt. 1'it underen Horten: er hut sich eine ewige
Kirche erkoren. Ja, hier setzt der Begriff 'Kirche' ein. Der ..pastel
beschreibt hier schon, wenn auch noch¥ nich% denm Memen, so doch der
sache nuach dile Firche Gottes. Me Firche icst lhram lesen und iBafriff nach
nichip Snderes, uls 'ecclesia', Zusarnmanfassung, Versornlung, *esnzre=
citio', 'commmnio’. Xu ist die Versarmilung, Comeinschaft der Finder Cottes
oder der fielligen. Cap.l,l. !'nd nun noch ntehor bestimit: der Costus der
mservaehlsen Finder. Dus war der ewige ILiebesgedunke wnd lLieheswuille
Glottos: ein groszer Bund von CGotteskindern. J& schon vor Grundlegung
dexr .elt, che Gott die Velt azeschuflfen, hit er ssine ¥irche, neines Ce-
reinde eonstituirt. Und was ist das nun fuer éin groszer Trost fuer einen
Christén, besonders wenn seine Veresinsamung, teine unscheinbkure, ver=
achtete Hitellung in der Velt ihn =chwer niederdrueckt, dasz er sich ==gen
darf und soll: ich bin ein Clied und PFosten eines groszen Ganzen, des
Yolkes Gottes wuf ®rden, ein Glied der Kirche Gottes, J=, ein Glied der
evigen ¥irche, welche in FEwigkeit ihr Funderent het uné dle daher bdleibt
und steht und zustrmenhselt, auch dann noch, wenn diese sichtbare Velt
in tausend ..tuecke bricht." 75

/nd, because of the eternil Zlection, we have the eoﬁfor!: and sure
hope thit we will persovere in our fuith, thet we will have & blecsed
end, tnd that wo will be heirs of eternal life. That is, =fter all, the
reueon vhy Cod revealed this doetrine to us, "thet we through putience
end comfort of the Seriptures might héve hope™ (Rom.15,4).

In conclusion then, in order that this doectrine of cur sternal

75. Sitoeakhardt, "Was lehrt der Tohesorbrilef von deor Tinen, "eilizen,
ehrictlichen Eirche?®, in "Lehre und iiehre™, v.47, pp.l00-10l.

TR,
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election in Christ ray becore more &nd more canforfing for us vhile our
doubktes with regird to 1t decreuce, we should tekxe %2 heart thut exhor-
tauticn of Seripture (£ Peter 1,10): "iWherefore the rather, tretkren, sive
diligence to mzke your cclling snd eleetisn sure: for if ye dor these
things, ye chall never full. For so &n entrince shull be ministered uvato
you sbundently Inte the everlacting lkingdom cf our ILord =znd .avior Jesus
rhriLt.'uwaltheté-”Wurum rolleon &1ec Glzsubigen, @1s nich der ILchrs ven
Cor Cnz=denwehl zum Trost &pnekmen kecennen uné ssllen, nicht rueszig
tein, condern in =llen chkristlichen Tugenden cich uabzn® Iexit zie Zesto
venipgey Cursn zveifoln, Je mohy sie dez Celztee Myuft und Stazrke in
iknen colkst befindeds Denn der Gelcst Gotien den Aucexmuchltsr Tovgnisz
givt, decr sic Gottes ¥inder sind.” 78 e are to zrow in grace znd the
knouiedse of our lord Jesue Chrict, und@ so the certainty of cur election
will grow, und ite evidences in us will became wmore &nd more apoersut.
Cur eonstent nreyer shovld be that Cod weuld grent us this, Throush the
foitkful use cf the reans of grzece which lle has siven us, the Word =ndé
the Steraments, the positive certuzinty und confort of sur election will
increcce, uy lMe keen ve from =11 disputing &nd raticnulizing with ro-

gerd to this blecsed truth und gzive us « simple, child-like fzith to

geeept His Wsré, though it is a2 nmystery to us,

76. Welther, op.cit., gquostion 86,

*"SOLI DEO CLORIA™
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