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ot Calviniau). ml espeoi lly' t:l.so Luthorunlm.. is cynernl1~t10 or 

He1 1- eh,gir.,.n. gain I quote Dr. lmgalcler: "B. Brunnor deal.Ares: ''l'ha 

tbougb.t of tbn present d~y, \fflethor consciously or not, i s thorou6)lly 

J>ol&gi an.' So · 1 1-10 L. JlGrkhoJ: ''The prev: lent conception of it (oin) 

la tunda1uentt.lly Pelnltl an or e1Ri-!"eli.gien. 1!oxon judges the stete­

lnent that iue :1re eill Semi- ell!Bian& toclay " ls not very tar rm,11 the 

trt1th. " since it 1& in clooo ht. rmony iith the tendency of modorn thou~t. , ., 

Hef'erring to J.uthorun thoology l.!oenecke auyr..: •1•he mocleI"I\ thoolo~ians 

ti.r e for the areu.ter p1..rt s;vnorgi~ts. ?'~ny o'f those hnvo t 1..tkan up with 

syne1•rJ. m becuuse of' their r:d.att.lc:en notion th· t it otter:. th9 only ea-

cupe trr>m the prucle: tinari hnion. at' Culvin. nut they are more careful 

t ht.n the oldo1· oyner i~1 ta to disguise tlteir t1ynergi em Gm el.e.e;1anlsme • " 2e 

It is tr-~sic .that .men llave thus f'oraukon the revoGled ~lord of God. 

Tboy h~ve refused to see wlJ.at Luther showed them: that ue must dii:tin­

guiuh batr,een the I Deus fl scondi tus1
• c,nd the ''Ceuo r~al tus••• 'th&t 

tl1orn 1s e. che.SL1 between tba t \10 which cannot bo bridged by htm:G:n rea­

son. th1at they aro not. ho\'lever. :ror that roaw.,n contradi ctory GDd 

irrsconcilable11 that the two must stand s1c.'\e by side, und that each 

h&s tits !)ll co and p-:.1r9ose. •rheir re~ueal to renognize this has le.d 

to tr~gic results. 

Ji'or one th1.ng they J!fl ko God a. 11li r, bather they \'Jent to or nnt. 

For all o~ them ere in some way or Gnother o~posing God's ~ord. I ~ 

they t..re ri~ht • then Goel !IIUBt be .1r011g11 c.ncl then God is 110 longer Goel. 

'?he Calvinists rw ke Cod a li ar by denytnc the "grati univeraalls. " 

the synorgists by denying the ,,solu sratla''• And becr..use of on error 

in this one respeot they 1,,gtcullY' ttlt:o rt.ill into other orrors &:nd 

rr&ke God a 110.r there too. In :tuot, their entire theology baa the wron13 

28. Enaelder, ibid., P• 407. 



lD. 

e.11pro&ch, the \trong out.look. For tbe "corpus doctrlnaeh is raal.ly e. 

" corpus. 11 You ec:nnot routiluto one 11:mb i'iiith.out in Lm1:-t1 :cay af'tooting 

the ,hole body. 

Wha t la .1uore · s toundina is tha.1., though :they hunt i'or f.olutiona 

... lo\ tu theue. oroblnma and wyctorie a •1hich 6-N log lcul aDll 6'1.tie~ng to 

th s ro1.1,0n, and though they olu:l!n to lli-ve f'ound such solutions, they 

in re~lity huv,, F.olvetl nothing but m.vo only 9rea.ted no,., problems 

which ::.ire Just a s cldep a ncl Jus& a s i mposoiblo of :! olution. so Calv1n­

iz. Ii' the r6fiG~n ,·,hy some e re savetl a nd 0th.er& f.lr e loot lies in the 

ute:&.'Du1 c: ~cree of' God, wln t u&u·aed 0 0tl to be cl1sposed differently 

towbrde ooJlle thun towt..r cie otlaora':' J\Jld they buve no D.'l)wer. Then ah:, 

not atuy v, ith t he i"il· s t myotory inetoact of' try.lug to s olve it and only 

f orming ,.notller one: 

Tho blJJOO \?1th Bynerg i ~m. I t t he reu non t;hy :.:c>n1e are naved V'.hile 

uthoi·u b r e lost 1, du ,, t o .-.. clitf'erence in en, •.1here does tllio differ-

0 1100 o i•ig inli.l.t.e? i1l1-At t o.ctn1· aeteur.inos thiu ditforonce'? Ag£1.n they 

lu.." a no ~ nawa1•. Thon wl1y not r emain \"11th t}H: 1'1rst myr.;te1-, ,.nateatl o'f 

t i·ying t o solve it a mt only t orrlling t.mo thor one: 
. 

Dut tlli , i s no·i; tl\ a nor&t. Wh a t lllllltes these a barrnt1ol11i trom the 

t ruth nll t he Ji 01'8 t1-ag1o is t ho ot:reot •,1b.ich t he;, have on the hat1rta 

and l:iv 1:1:s of' the peopl e ,:iho or e :lnlluanoed 'by them. l;Dyono who hsura 

oitbe1• ~f the se t·::o t beurioe, ~nd is th tn!t1Dg r,eraon r:ho d1"ci1a the 

log.lc&J. concl uoi ons r,hiol1 muut be d1'U\'JD in order t o r•in cons1otant, 

will be led eitl1er to Cf'~rnal s e cur ity or t o despair. 

WJ113n tho ::Slv1n1at s Rey tha t i n eternity Goe\ absol · tal:; ana un­

conr1 tionally olocto,l eome t o auJ:vc t1on c.lr'i othe r s t ,, a .... mJW. t.i on, when 

Cu..l. v in h11'?2e l.1" 9Vft'1 D!.lce s t he :a. t u temont t hat tho :ratio i o e i ght to 

t~u, e i !;bty per-cent wore predeattned t Q de&th and only t ,enty ~•r­

oent o~ r.t..nkind to Ufa 2'1, whon OU1vin aJ.ao Eby :: of this doctrine: 

11'1. Cnlvln, •rinstitutlonea•·, III, 24, lP. 



"l>eoretum quidmll horr1b1101• 
28, then .hat ~n ba e ,epeotecl of' the 

oonecs1ent ious CL4l.v1n1st? Ireurlns this p:retiohed he ulll ab11tlder ll.ml 

de::.1>r.i.ir bacbuae tho ohi:..naas a.re uo om:J.l thut be la one 01" these 

eloot. And u deo!.) .iring '.[>Arson a,,oe not believe ~d tboratore aan:not 

be saved. 29 ·It he h us, however, oTercoma t ~A thouaht a of deapuir and 

h1:1s oonvi noed biu1ealt or bta olootion, tbon ha u 111 ~ t o himaelf' 

(nn ,i rit htly eo): ' 'I liDl p :n-tdel:!tinea to 11ra; t hat pratles t1J11;..tion ta 

unconcli tiuna l · ncl t bonlute; it le impossible f'or n,e to f'ull awy, t 

zuust be saved; ergo, I can liTa no l 1>leaee antl do &.a I nlease, .MY 

sal vi. tion i n a nsured. " , ml Cul.Vin Ju a s e nt i,notlter soul to hell. 

on the other ~ .nd, ,hen t ha Sl'DP.r g i ::.t R m l se,,,1- 'al a l a ne 1>reo.ch 

t h.ti t there l e a l.so ..,0t'le1.h 1n c= good in us on t!Coount. or whloh Cod eleo­

tod us, rr.:..ey u111 become ~~el1"-su t1af'led1 f'or 1.-.u.n by n.:.ture like s such 

-,,r e l..ioh in(H he bel1a-ve a in h ia om inherent a ooclnasa. iJK1 co, trustin.z 

i n hi mself', he ta le,i tu ... t oloo c acur ity that O<>d ill set if,tied l',1th 

him. Honevcr, c;uoh ~,rea cJlin"' ~ Y G.l m h· :ve r d1f'1'erent ef'foct. I f tt 

person reully knows himself Lnci his lloo rt ho 111111 f'ind hiJuelf 1n 

Jr.uah the Bc-&J,;e nos ltion· a s J.-uthor before his enl1ghtemr;9rxt. 4a realizes 

t h t there le no-thing gu od in h1m1 tht:.t he i n reJootod 1>f' Cod. 11.ll hla 

working end s tri'v1n3 ~ 111 not -..t1of'Y; ho knor,a tta t he ~nnot become 

good anollgb to re ch the · b ~.olnte por'tot:t1on mi lab Goel dmm.anda. If' 

the 1.oyner~iatc 9reo.ch that God elected in vieu ot flt i th, t.)11s 1J9roon 

it•Ut18d1'1tely replieH t h~,t hia f'11th l o not good enough, th&.t it is 

28. Colvin, ibid., lil, 23 1 '1. 

29. I t ls true t but the calv1niatu ~ m ag:.dnut d eape.1r nd ol.Ea1na that 
thut ia not to be tho :reoult of thotr t euohing. St.yo noott nar, o}>.ai t. 1 

p.126: ' 'No one hne the rit;ht to :Judea ltiJJ1aelt rooro~.te in thta lite, 
uncl benoo to grov desperate; tor f'ine l diool>ed1Cllloe (tbe only intullible 
afgn of' l'Bnl"ObUtioD) CI.IDnot be d1 :::covered until doeth. 'lo llDOODYarled 
J)ercon 1n t h itl llf'e knoa a tor aert;..in that C-.ocl \11111 not y ot oonvert him 
1:.1nd :.uva h1m1 oven thoup ha is t.. \1a:m thut. no such cht418& ht.s yet taken 
plt!ae. once he hE.r.e not the ri1~t to n1.u11bar bimaelt def initely smon~ 
the non-elect. " But that does not c1uiet tho troublecl a,mscsience. lfhu.t 



l'I. 

at111 oo wat.2k, or µarhhp a thu.t he is not ovon a ura wbathor he ha s 

the ·true f't..ith. No li1o:on can knur, ;;,hat God f'o.rekneu or f'oraauw in eter­

nity ,-.1th 1•ogarcl tl> hiJO.. It bo t or th 13 re&.son tha t 1,uther ~ ltl tbfl t 

he woul<l not ~ Elnt :tree-will it ho ooul a bil.ve 1t. •·1 .. a to niyeelf', I open­

ly aonf'es e, tlu.t I should not ish ' Frea-·. 111 ' to be gri:..r1te<l me, even 

if' i't could be oo, nor anything elae to be left 1n my own h~nda, where­

by l ,ai ght endeuvor oomethins towards my o::-;n at-1vc..tion. And th&.t, not 

111erely becuuse in e o 1riany or, ooing df;illger a , und t.O l 4 DY aoa:..ulti:ag 

ooulll ba sr..ved, s eeing that on_e devil. 1u stronger th n ull men); but 

beo,,iu ae, even tbou_gh there were nu d a ngaro, no CtJn:t'l.1ot~, no devils, 

I ·houlcl be cnmpalleci to l t:.bour under · continUGJ. unoarta inty, ~ncl to 

bea t t h e 1r only. Nor 1.oul<l a. oonsuience1 ovon i:r I ahou.lcl. live and 

,: orJs: to :..11 eternity, ever oume to a se1.tled cart· 1nty, hou Jl',uoh it 

ousbt t o do in orc1er to ou.tisty God. For r,ha~ever ~·.ork 11houl.tl be dona, 

there ,ould s till remain u saruJling. ~hetber or not it pleased God, 

or ·,iJlether Ho required c.ny"Lhln.~ roore; aa i s ,,roved in th.a experience 

of t.11 Jud1o1 -r1oa , E..nd as I myself I.ea rned to roy bitter cost, through 

ao 11tCDY yaw.•t:. ot my o ,n experience. n 3o 

.n.f'ter aei 1ng v.ih.nt h um..n reaoon a oes rdth the Iul'&tary of election, 

lot uo nor: aoe hov, we &re t o -vie r; tllie ,1octr:lna in order to f9.,1n cer­

t &ioty -u corutort from it. Jiow d i d Luthar g.:..in s uch u triUJll!)hb.nt f'&i th 

in tl11a ~ttar? 

Firs t o:t a ll are 1111.wtl holcl \"Jith Luther that the "DoU& :;.bs conc11tua0 

untl the =n eus revelutua 11 :.i.graa t.nd do nut oontru,1 iot euoh other, 1JI 

2Y cont'd: does not 61,ve certa inty a nd aami"ort yet. '!'hey s'k&te it noga­
tively; we::.~ not to n1UUbar ouroelvea among tbs reprob:te daf'1n1te17, 
but suah li doctrine ut least f'o:roas uo to do-it indefinitely. I t..14 not 
to r.ay deftnitel:v thht I beloJJg to tbe non-eloot, but the olJ.inoaa are 
that I do; theref'ore I mn uncerta in. 

30. Luther, op.cit., P• :584. 



apite or tha i'uot that t .b.ay -.y r.o,mi. to be onntr.ar11oto:ry. s orloture 

tea cJ1e,,. tl1Lit Gotl oleota e nd aavo1:1 lien aololy beowse ot &nrl by Illa 

sn,oe through the :orlc u m ltt.nrit ot Chr1Bt; th t tr.an of ldmaelf la 

lost ru:it1 bus no J.'10¥-"ftr or ::iblllty wi,e tooever 1n ap1r1 tuul lllrittera. It 

tells ue that G ·• ul so WflJl.to t.11 Jrten tu be s nvecl , t hP.t Me does not 

dor,ire t~o death of tl10 v,iclted, but that thos~ \ ho r mn&in 1n their 

v,1ckef1no se e re not U1 rea-pon&1b111ty, tbt::.t tbey ~re lo:.t by thu1r o,m 

f ault. ,.,o Goel tolls Israel: " 0 Israel, thou hnat destroyed thyself; 
. 

but in mo i n thine help. " (Honk 1~, g). It is a l s o tho will or Cod 

th t thos e -;- ha d eotroy themselves llbould be oonuemned to eterna 1 tor­

ments. Th~t io tbe ' 'vulu.ntt1e Dei ooneequena.••· 

·I n order to 64r~GV these truths we muet look •. t ou,1 in t,,o &aya; 

:fi r nt t.s tr11.ly ,.1erc1:ru1 ~n<l ~ cious Goel, una than ll& 

nu t.r a thtu.l Ood . Both t.:re true. And they .. re not c ont.racUcto:ry, not 

exclua1ve teru 1. Dutil at l.41<1 itle by side, BIK1 both beloDG to the e 3-

s once or Gad. '!'he l a tter is I,&.o ~hile t he t orr,jer is co;;- al. Dr. - el­

der, i n d1s cus0i113 Luther' o J>ORi tion, at:.ys: "According to the I.-aw God' o 

wrath i u d irected tsgi.iinot a'Vory hwnan bo1Dg. Aocor<ling to the rz0&pel 

there ·ia nothing but love in the hoart o~ Cod. Ia, then, the supreme 

rule di v1aetl betueon t r.o 01rnoaing wills, -v1rtuul]y t-.10 oonosing per­

sona?" 31 Cert .... :l~ v,e \>:ould not aant to exalucle norythins rrom 

t hcolog L hich µrosento E: myetftry .and which to us i r. aomdng).y contr -

d1otory. Then the Christian thoolo§Y oulct no lonzer e~1st. 

Th:l.c cloen by no 111e t..n.. :lm11ly thut we are tanobing a r.ranlabeun 

1>w 11e111 with a rtncipla nt Good r..nii. one or 1;;v11. Ood aan Jn no .my 

be uaauoed ot evil. Luther brings thla p&>1nt out: " .But \1hoevsr w:lshea 

Bl&e"Engelder, op. alt., P• 577 • 

• 

• 



to unrlers t und theea thine;s lat him think thua:- thut God ,1orks evil 

in ua , tha t i s , b;r ua, not 1"ron1 tho :re.ult or God, but traA the :ta.ult 

or .evil in ua:- th.t ia, . a a we are evil by na ture, Ood, wbo la truly 

good, can-ying us t.long by Ula om a..otiun, aco•.>rtUng to tho D\:lture 

of Ili s Omni potence, cannot <lo otherwise, t ~ n do evil by ua, Eoo instru­

ment:.; , though He llimselt 1a good i though by Jib wisdom, lie ovarrulea 

tho ovil wall, to H1 07iD glory and to our wlva tion. "' 32 

We i llrt11li: need but one Word or Ood to ohow thut dw.&lism as un 

ijxpl ~rwtion of' tbia mys tery le ucluded. In the third ohaptor u~ ~­

enta tione ua read of' JJeople ,mo must suf'ter tor their sins end 'li1'flna­

grosa1ons. Who \'l&s t he ca use o:r this evil? Lm e nta tiona 3,~7-39: "Who 

l o ho th~t ea ith, tJ.DO i t cometh to pass, whon the J.ord oar.Qandeth 1t .. 
not ? out. ot the mou.t h of' tho 11toe t Hi gh p:rnceecleth not evil nil g ooct. 

iherefora doth P. living ,aan compl e in, u Dln f'or t he nunlshroent o:r 

hit, :line?" 

1'Jhut roust e tllen s y \ilith regurd to this mys t e ry? Whan ne find 

th~t rm ef'tort ~t b r-J tion~l u pl nation le~d& either to a Celv1n1st1o 

corruption of' universal grace or to the oynerglstio corruption of' 

t ho •001&. gratia " , there i s only one thing to do. 35 r e n1Ust ram,;iin 

in the center anti p ern11t both to ~tund, ballevina t hat the hidden Cod 

is not in contliot ,,itl1 tile reveo.l.ed Ood and tha t the h i d clen uill o:r 

God does not b t ull in'l'lkill;dt.•e Hie gl"Qoious will h & revealed in the 

Gospel. one thing la certuin: God, uo :ttl.r c.;s Be t u hidden, canno1t 

serve &u a norn1 tor our t ut th snd lite. For that we must reJ1Lin solely 

J2. Luther, op.cit., p.21?7. 
33. I>r. Bogelder shows t hat we a re here not betw1:xt and between: ~ere 
ta no suoh dilernn:il - e ither synergism or dete:rm1n1mn. 1'l'ort1'1Dll dllturl' 
l/illn 1a converted by grace cilono, but thllt cloes not involve the -thought 
thtL t Jll.8D is ooeraad into conversion. GNoe creates tho willingneaa. 
Oraoe does not des tro:, our persoM 11 ty.. • • • nd, g eneral.1Z11J6, one need 
be neither a synergls t nor a Qal vinisti you cu.n be a Dibl1o1at - lt 
you t-re willing tQ a&crlf'ice your ~1.tlon..:limn on the C\ltur o:f .. crlpture." 
Op . ott., P• 884. • 



• 

20. 

and al.one \11th God c,e tfe ho.a reveul.ed Jtilftaal.t ~ 

1'h1 e doea not Mtttn tbt t we Hbould tor get E..bout th1a hi den God. 

'?he teuching ot the ''Dau::. t..baconc11tua .. t:.lr.o h~s its pur,,oae. nut it 

tir::.t o't :...ll belongs to the b!w. Sayu Dr. li'Jlgelder: '"'!.'ho prtcie ot 

reas.on a l so need:,, to be hw11bled... An nothing huniblea und cruoheo 

tba pride or reason ::.o 1nuoh ~• thia doct1•ine concernins the "Deus ab­

ooondi tus'' . • • • • 'l'ho becond reason why we tb:.,,nk J'Auther f or ~ king ao 

muci1 of the tet,ch1ne; conceming tl1e ••Deur, a booondi tus1t is because this 

teaching 10 1 like ttl.l (1octr ines or Scripture, ruu ot comfort.•· 34 

Yes, 11' \10 lr,va both the "gruti&. univorsalio'• 1.:.nd the "'sole.:. grutin" ,/ 

( und us Luthe;rt;ns we coi-tainly do )1 thon e c:innot 1.1.tf'ord to inquire 

into t h.e hiclden iill ot God. :.e ir.uot here hold uur huncl bei'ore our 

mouth a nd e:x.oii.&1.m. w1 th 'PG.ul: ''O the de·pth of the. r1choa bo.th ot the 

,11 ouom u.nd kno,; ledge or r.oa.: how unsourchL. bl.a a:.re hia Ju<lsments, und 

hlr, flllfll l)&Bt finding c>utS Fo:r :iho huth lm0,'1D the rll.ind or the LON? o:r 

, ho ha tll been hiti 00\UlSOl.Lor? Or .iho hath .r1r1-; t gl 'l'EJD. to h ... und it 

sh a ll be reou11ioensed unto him agt.t.1n. For of him, t..rul tl1rough him, and 

to hh>1, a re all t hings: to vJJican bo· glory forever • .Amen.'• (Rom.ll,:"~i-36}. 

:finite mun hope 1.o unders t ~nd the infinite Ood? ••cunat thou by aeo.iroh-

1ng find ou'r God":' or..n ut thou tinr' ou* the .Al.l,lighty unto parf'ectlon?19 

(Job 11,7). now oun \ta over oompl!.ro 1th r.od? Is~iuh recoan1zad this: 

" .lho hb th 111ea,mrad the vm.tero in ,ho hollow of' Ida ln..nd, • nd meted out 

heuv~n with the spwi, ~nd ooroprebende4 the uut or tho e arth 1n n meu­

eura, und neighed the mountain& in s o~lea, &nd tho hills in u bc!lanoe? 

\2ho he.th directed the Spir1 t of the Lol'\\1 or bcdna hia counsellor hath 

to.ught him? \'11th whor!l took he oounael., l:.Dd -aho 1notruotad him, t..nd 

34. Engelder, ibid., pp.178-179. 

• 



21. 

taught him in the pa th or Jud(911ent, and t aught him kno ,ledge, end 

showed to ll11u the wuy of underotanding? '' (Iaaiah 40,12-14). 

Luther hod pe.oaed the f1nol e:xr.minution in his ab111t:, to do 

this. Ue aBya: " \Ve hl"e to urcue in o:aa way concerning the ,:!!Y. ~ 

Q2!. prea ched, rovaoled, &nd ottered untp UBi and 1n another way con­

cerning .Q2!!. B1mse1t not proaohed, not reveal.ad, not .ottered unto ua, 

and 110rs h1pped by lL'3 ••••• Thua,lle (Ood) does not '!!a tho death ot 

the s inner,• t lw.~ 1B, in ,His Uord; but Ile wi11s-£1itft,y that \d.ll inooru-- - - . --- . 

tible ,1 But in tho prooent ca se we ere t<> consider His .. ord only, and 

to leave· J hat nill 1nscrut1ble. 11 35 ID his CommantCU"J on 04tnao1s LUther 
,"'~ ! 

sa id: •·we must not inquire ooncarning the predo9t1nat1on ot the hid.den 

Gad, but u.oquiesoe in tht>.t which is rovea led· by the call 1a,.Jid the minis­

try- ot the Wo.rd. For there you oan be certain regard1DtJ your t u ith and 

·sa lva tion." 36 And also in h1a C011111en.ta17 on Oonesis he halS this state­

ment : "iVillet du ~ dor VerzweU"lung, der Feindaohbtt und I.Geste1"11DB 

aottee entfliehen., so l.usz die Speoul.ation und hohe ded&nken von dem · 

vorborgenen cott ttahren, und hoere e.ut, d.essan vcrgeblioh zu begebron 

und darna oh zu atreben, dasz· d\2 dua -J'Ulgesioht oder die JJerrliohk:ei t 

Gottes eehen wollteat; IJ()nst wirst dU 1'ueJ;' und_:l'nar:.Jm. Ungl.auben un4 

·Verdalnmniaz htlengen bloiben und yerlaren warden. Dann r,er da zwei:telt, 

der gl.llubt nioht, und war nioht gl.a ubt,, wird verdammt warden. " 3'1 

Indeed, if' tr.Bil nera able to search out &nd comprehend the mpter­

ies ot God, what kind or a God would that be? OertEiiDly n:ot a God worthy 

o"r our adoration. In, f't1ot, He would no loJ16er be divine. 

T-hough we oannot f'&thom this L'\Y&te17 now, in etorni ty the 0 t>eus 

o.bRoonc'titus" will be rev81:11.ed to us. Luther u.plainec,l this faot alee.r~ 

35. Lutlier, op. oit., PP• 1'11. 1?3. 
~6. Quoted by Bebte, op. 01t. 1 P• 224.. 
37. Luther, st. Louis ~ition, II,1'18 •. 



by speaking ot the three lis hta. " 'the light ot m.ture. the light or 

graae, and the light of glory; which la the oomon, and a very good 

dii.tinction. By th~ liBht ot n'lture i t is inaolv-cJ.ble ~ it can be 

Juat, t hat the good nwn Bhould be at:rJ.iated a nd tl1e wlaked sllould 

pror.per: but this 1e aolved by ths lia}1t of gruoe. s., the liaht of 

grace 1 t i s 1nsol.v11ble1 hot1_ Qod oan da!llD hiln, Y1ho, by his O\"IJl pove:ra1 

at n clo noth1nz but oi n 1.1.ucl boaomo (;Uilty. Both tqo li{#lt of natu:re 

cmd the 11sht of gr.'l.ca hors o::.w, that tlle :tu.ult is not in the miz9rabla 

m n, but in the unjuat God: nor can they Judge otller:1ine of that God, 

1ho crowns the 1doked m:1n t:reel7 iii thout a n,v mer! t, c.nd yet cro11na not, 

but damno anot her, \,ho is rhap a l.esa, or a t loaat no~ more wided. 

Jlut tbe light of glory speaks otberv1iaa.- 'l'hat will shew, that aod1 to 

whom Bl.one belongeth the judgment of' iDOOtl'JPr&henatble rlaI1teo1mnena1 

is of riahteousneas moat pe:rtect a.nd most :manitoat; in orde:r that we 

• Y, in the ,ne nttme, beliove it, being c..dmonished !.Dd confirmed by 

that e:x:AOple of the light of gr .1ce, which sol.vos thut, whlcb ia a s 

grea t s ir.J.cle to t ho light of nature: 11 38 

The a bility to put uw~y a ll s peoula ti on, to a aoopt only wha t has 

bean reve led, and to pem 1 t mystorieo to otand hl'ls beon o lled ''da a 

tlleologisohe sohluezexamen. " 39 A1l,d Dr. 'Engel.der says: "~o a n can 

qualify as a Lutheran tbeol.og ian who io atlll t17ing to finc1 a UDifom 

aauae :tor the dii'f'erant result, ~ lvation in one c:il.se, perdition In 

the ot:ber. Dr. Pieper oaya: 'I 1iietrust every theoloa!,an who la not 

a ble to hold hie tongue here. Ho ia a.pt to commit great tolliaa.•• 40 

Thia la &o important a mtter beouuae, if we nro not content with 

reTela tion but must always inquire into the hitlden Gcxl, than we &:re 

38. Luther, op.cit., p.3e9. 
39. Pieper, ' 'Ohr!atliche Do8'1BHk'~ 1 Ill, 68a. 
40. Engol.der, op. cit., P• 5?1. 



al.m1ya destroying the Go6p•l. I.\Dd e.l.11eyu making a LB• ot 1 t : ona then 

tlleology 1e no longor Chriutlan. So al so n Uh ~otion. Everyone who 

ha e upoou.l.c.ted ,,1th this doctrine t.:ncl hb:a tried to sunpl.91T.ent 11; he.a 

ontlad up, not ui th tho Gospel, but ul th the Law. J\ ntl tbon elention 

has been rqbbed of 1 to 11urpoae, namely to oom1'ort the Chrlutlans. 

Election l a JDide l:j. Ui\'I bl' ull ,,ho 1dontlty it r.1. th 3od' o s enarel 

torokn wle dge. 1 1s preeoienca. a a the Cal.vlniata, and Ul&o toe oynei­

gl s ts t ith their ''intuttu tldei,.,do/ l'or no mEi.n he r. a·~nve1£.tion of 

wha t God f'oreaa\1 in oternity vith regurd to him. hen 1111:D think.a of 

his ele ction thus be ct..D onl y tonr a mi. tremble. All aaml"ort l e ramovoa. 

und =~-l.ection i s ~ Law. 

'I , guln, t lloy ~ ke a Lav, of Ueotion who in ~DY ~1cy limit tb9 unl­

ve r t.t: l sraao. It we, e.re1 to view our election with profit wa muat do 

so in tbe l i aht of' God' univers::.J. g:raoe. Jlaw"9'¥H', Remove t hat e:.Dd b,.ow 

oun I be nuro tbl:it •oc1 ever loved ma? l n tact, I ,vill be locl to the 

conclusion th~t I do not b~l ong t o those whoru God loved, I am not a 

reci'D1ent or Uis Sl"f•Oe. 

'I In the third pla~ce Election is iwde a J~\'l when the 11s u1«-,. 5 l"litia" 

is denied. If' there ia to bo s ome cuuae in ua ~1ao \-;by ne were olecte4, 

thon I ,·,111 come to tho conclusion that such a aauae 1a not tou.na in 

me. I t may be found in others, but I know m:y heart, how evil c.nd a lnful 

1t la. Therefore Cod oou1d not be,re e1ected me, becauae I .-as not g ood 

enough. Tht..t 10 LGw: 

'/e t-.re, thorotoro, in our study of Elect1.on bound to tho re"f'Ae.led 

ord of God an,1. apaoi tioal.]¥, to tho Goa)l8l■ For it ta in the .C'.oapel 

al.one whore tbe correct doctrine ot "1ect1on is ore sentod. ODly the 

correct doctrine cnn gt ve us certldnty und e.etur:..noe ot our election. 

Juid only nhen ve have pined thia cerbllnty ot our o1eo\1on la this 



4octrlu8 of' r,zsr valuo to us vhatsoe"ftJr; oraq then 4o ffll. reoel,ra trail 

lt the comfort ,"41!.oh Cod Intended :tor ua. 

II. 

Scriptui-e la the solo ooarco :ror th.la dootrlm. 'l:ho.t is olom- trail 

the previous dlsousolon. :But lt mau haw semmct that Sor1pturo maat not 

present Elootlon var:, cleuq 1:t so mc..i:w have orrecl with 1,'ef.'ln'd. to 11:. 

:But :nothing could be :l'o.rtl:ier from tbs trath. Scripture tea.cbea Election 

f'req-1:1.entq.,. thorOUBhl.7, cloo.rq, end slrillJ.)~• "Au.oh dlo I4hro von clar 

Cmw.emn'l1l ,"1!.rd uns in do1• Sohrif't in dev.tl1ahen, umisaverstaeDdllahen 

\'l01·ten vo1.•e;,:,leat;. Dao •Wes• seg-t ,mo die Sahrl:tt, ,·;enn ale 1lJlS mush des 

1\'!1e' und ''~'e:ram• verschwelgt. Vlnero es nloht schrookllch, t10llten T11r, 

we11 ,·:11• dno •r.110• i.uu'L 1\"fo.l'Wl1' ntcht kemlen, ouch c1aa •vras• w~1ortcm? 

Dt1.s 1\1v.:.1 ' 11..'l-lton wir f'est un:1 gJ.(?llbcm eo, yrezm u1r es auch n1cht re!men 

kocnu1en." 41 And thoref'ore ·we dare not ll8glect to preach this doctrlm, 

for o".;J1ol'l.·11se we are not prcaoh1:ag· the 'Whole CO".Jl'JSal of God (Acts 20,2?), 

a.nu. \'18 on :robbins- the Cbrlst1cma of the most comt"crti11g doctrine of' 

Sorlpt-.ir.e. 42 

In order to be r..ble to :')1"8a.oh 'the dootrlm uf Election DB God ,1onta 

us to prea.ch 1,-; we r.mst not onq ebldo 'b1' the rave::i.led \'lord BB our aourae, 

bU't \"Je rnuot also be tlio~i:, acquainted ,11th \"ma.t this Vlo1'd sc.wa aon­

cernl?Jg I~lectlon. And because this doctr!ne lo co caslq ce>rr11pted., pel'­

hsps more so than others I we must be espoa1cll3 osnf'ul that ,~,e ore per­

f'eot~ oloa.r ~ to "',hat Sorlptui-o tenohea end. the.t eve:eyth.{ng tho.t \7U 

sew about l t luia Scriptural :fcnmde.tlon. 

Lat 'US now see hov.• Sorlpture does present thla dootr1:ne. Amt hav!JJB 

seen how nll other presenta.tlona of' it can 5.mposaibq give aomt-ori but 

leacl rather to oarnal soaarl v or despair, we vrlll them see hOVt the 

'ii. Stoooldlardt. "~chrlftbe'1ola i"uer die leh:re von cler Gnaaenr.ahl." ln 
nLehN 'UJJ4 \':'oh.19," v.2,. p.180. 
42. Op. also the J,Jth of the 1b.1rteen 'l'hosas or 1881. 
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teaoh:lna; or Sor.I. pturo in indeecl a bleoeea ulllla eomtort1 ng doctrine. 

hu t t a ct c.lona nill estubl1Gh tho Scriptural. nreae ntM,lon a s the only 

correct one. '"Forr,iule. ot Concord"' : Since 1111 Scripture, gt:ven by :l.neu1-

rot1on of nod, la to oorvo, not ror seourlt7 nnd iJ!l!)f)nitenca, but tor 

•1~proor. tox· correction, tor :J.nstru.at1on in 1•1ghteou.aness, • 2 'l'im.3,18; 

a l so, oi nee ever ything in Ool,' a 7ord J1a s br,en p reaci•ibed to us, not 

tha t :o nboultl thereby be c1T1ven to c eapair, but• •that we, throuiJ}l pa­

tience nr cotn:f'ort o:r the ~cri pturen9 111igh t ln.ve hope,• Rom.~15,~, thare­

:f'ora i t 1e , 1thout cny doubt in no \'i&.Y tho r.oUDc\ &enne or right use o~ 

t hu doctrine concnrning tlte ctenu•l .f'oroknowledge ot God tbat either 

lu1peni t.ence 03: daaplir should. be ocoasioned or atrone;thaned thereby. 

Acoordingly,the Scri1>tllres tea ah this iloctrine in no other way than to 

dil·ect us thereby to the word, Eph.l,13; l Cor.11 '1; uhort to repentenoe, 

2 " im. · ,18; Ul"ge to BQ<ll1neua, Eph.l,14; J'ohn 15,3; strengthen f'u1th 

ana ~ssure us or our salva tion, Eph.l.,13; J'ohn 101 2'1 t.; 2 Thess. 2,13 f.,r"3 

On the bu. 11:1 ot Gc1•1pture Dr. Pieper tletines Election thue: "Die 

&\,ige 1,•r,: .. elllung iot 11:.l.e Ran,1 lung Oottoo an den Christen, wo,turch Gott 

oio :ton .Ewi gke'lt auri Gnad.en wn Christi w1llen ruit Beru1"un6, Bekehrung, 

Rechtf'grtiBUng, Jlu111gung und Uoh. l tung bo0&.cht llli t. ' 44, Dr. ~.L.Graebner 

detinc1:1 1 t thua: ''The lloc•ae o:r predo s tiN. ti on is an ot om1:.l a.ct o~ 

God, •iho for ITis gootlnose' sllke, &.ncl beca use or the t:·i.8rit ot tl10 tore­

ordt inod Redeemer o'f all r.!On!dncl, pur1>osod to lead into everlasting 

life, hy the ~my und means ot a1.alv tion dauignotad tor al.l ... nk1nd1 a 

ce:rtuin nurnbe1• ot cartttin perGOns, anrl to p:rooure, 10rk:1 t:.nd promote 
• 

what t1oulcl pertain to their :timil Mlv&tion ••••• The entire ork of 

loading those , ho ohall conutitute the Church triwnph· nt tro.n d. state 

43. lJ'omuJ.a ot Concord, TborouS,1 Daclaru.tion, \1"t. XI,l.2. 
44. Pieper, op.cit., XI I, 5.,e. 
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~f' stn 1:. nd \11'tlth hn a pil'i tuul d&Elth, tbrour-)l t. atato of ft.1th ~d 
. 

sraao and s pi ritua l lite, to u &t t:Ato or ~lory • ml otr.rnE..l 111'e, is 

the divine GJtecmtion of t he etortlbl. doorec, whereby Goo., b9f'1.>re the 

fo\dldution of' tha '"orld, 1, Jld pr0.1upteil only by lie Cl'tlCB in Christ 

.:roeus , urposed to auJ.l, enlighten, a nd uunattty, keep n tVl 'jlresorve, 

by the me un a of gr&co, ccoruing to tl10 counsol 'lf 'Hi:. .,1111 all those 

~.hom, by eteJmal election ot g N ce in Chr16t, the Sodoem9r of the 

world, o ~d chos en i'ron i"ullon lhl::nkind and nrede~ t\nated to eternal 

g lory.u 45 

In the pa usages or Scrtn ture w1'1toh o"leuk ot fi'loctton ono of' t.he 

first. thin9:e we notice io tha t thi s tlocrea ot ~lection took plti.ca ln 

etnrntty. U r iiJ.y L nyone \ 111 dJb!luto this; l?ttt it t a 1..1n 1Jnportunt !"Qc­

tor. ,,:.a,ul t-",lls the Ii! heoJ:·· ns (1,4>& ... f\.oaoraf:ng as lle h:1th chosen ua 

in T{i,m - MicitAoljs l(O-,.µqu• " ncl 'EphasiQDS 3,11: "xorta( 7J1e'e(trlY .:li]1L 

• I 11 

«uu """"• 
l'ure the ,.. orl.cl be g,.i.n. " Jl!loc'f.ion is a deareo ,hich tll e.ya hl:.s been wid, 

tlloretore, ul uuya \'lill be, uncbungeea,ble ~nd 1n tin:(ta. 

I n the second ?)11:1.oe, \re 1'1nd tlJut this decree ot (Jud h'-id inherent 

in it t b.o t)ouor t o cio, t.nd i t di d do, that t h1ch it decroed!' a. other 

\'IOrds, it \12& l\n oti'eat!ve decree. !'t1ul at:ys in Rol!.1hna 8,28-29 : 'l'o 

them nho e re cal.led (K,,)11 fo&,s) a ocurding to i s 

God purposed to do HC>mothing. Jhut tUd He purpoae? Ptaul describes thte 

Jff Pf tcrl• .. 1 Lh the \t-ord ,zooJ« rlf'Cl"l('g, Y (foreknowledge; Luther: "Zuvorar­

k.ennen ·), a nd th:it includes in ttoalf the lfd'9t1f((tcv, the toraordo.lnin& 

or redilattnating. Holl, this "toroknow" 1noludeo more then what ,.,. 

undorr>t ond 1th tba term tot1&¥• I t in not only u kuo\'llodge, but wh t the 

oldor aoc,u...ticiu.ns described as c. ' 'nossa cum 1:1.ttectu et orrectu. " 

"5. Graebner, 1'Dootr1nal Tbaolog", p p.44 & 222-f 23 • 


