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5:9-12. "Yor by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to 

a plece of bread," 6:26. "He that doeth it (adultery) destroy- 

eth his own soul. A wound and dishonour shall he get and his 

reproach shall not be wiped away," 6:32-33. 

"He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the 

slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, till 

@ dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the 

snare and knoweth not that it is for his life. Many strong 

men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, 

going down to the chambers of death," 7:22,23,26,27. “None 

that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the 

paths of life," 2:19. 

"3ut the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the 

transgressors shall be rooted out of it," 2:22. "“--but the 

years of the wicked shall be shortened," 10:27. “When a wick- 

ed man dieth, his expectation shall perish and the hope of 

unjust men perisheth," 11:7. Evil begets evil: "an evil man 

seeketh only rebellion: therefore, a cruel messenger shall be 

sent against him," 17:11. “Whose rewardeth. evil for good, evil 

shall not depart from his house," 17:13. “He that soweth 

iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall 

fail," 22:8. “wWhoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein and he 

that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him," 26:27. 

CG. Christological Basis as a Prerequisite 

for the Greation of the New Life 

From the agonized heart of the sinner there comes the 
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despairing cry: Oh, the guilt of my sin, my guilt, my guilt, 

my enormous guilt £ What shall I do to escape my guilt? Is 

there, then, no escape from sin and its terrible doom? Must 

the children of men, holden by the cords of sin, like a vast 

chain gang go on helplessly, hopelessly on their way to ever- 

lasting doom? Is there none to sever the cords, none to 

procure for them liberty from the bondage and slavery and 

terrible doom of sin? aS 

One comforting fact remains: corrupted as his nature is, 

man has not lost the capacity of being renewed to a moral 

life -= he still retains the capacity of being redeemed and 

sanctified. Since the Ten Commandments alone could never have 

produced a new life, God revealed himself anew in His Son, 

Jesus Christ, sent him into the world to make satisfaction 

for our sins on the cross, the blessed results of which were 

reconciliation with God and redemption from sin, death, and 

the devil. 

1. Creation of New Life 

So Wisdom does know of a way to escape sin and its dread 

consequences. Wisdom, the Son of God, tells us: "But whoso 

hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely and shall be quiet from 

fear of evil," 1:33. This Wisdom is that Redeemer whom God 

promised already in Paradise, when man had become 4 sinner and 

fallen victim to Satan and death, Gen. 3:15. It was then that 

Wisdom proved the truth of its words "My delight is with the 

  

15. Laetach, Op. Cites Pe 33-



S
S
"
 

 * 
  

25 

sone of men;" as "God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish but have everlasting life" so the Son of God, eternal 

Wisdom, was imbued with eternal love toward the children of 

men whom he had created; His delight was still with them 

even after Adam had sinned, and in Adam all had sinned. 16 

The new life (regeneration) is worked in the heart of 

sinful man by the Spirit operating through the Word and the 

Sacraments. Thus, man's past life of sin is completely 

washed away by the forgiveness of sin, and by the Holy Ghost, 

@ new man, and new beginning is brought forth, endowed with 

new powers and faculties which he did not formerly possess. 

Prov. 8:35 -- "For whoso findeth me findeth life, and 

shall obtain favour of the Lord." This promise of spiritual 

life runs through the whole Sook of Proverbs and is offered 

to all who heed the voice of Divine Wisdom. Cpe 4:22; 9:11. 

Christ comes to us in the Gospel and we have found Him when 

we accept him as our personal Saviour in faith. The moment 

@ person is brought to faith, Christ gives Himself and all his 

blessings of divine grace to him. In fact, it is the very 

greatest favor God can bestow upon us when He brings us to 

Christ. This new relation is characterized as blessed 

("Blessed is the man, " 8:34) and happy ("Happy is the man," 

3:135,18)- 

Sad to say, man can effectively resist the gracious work 
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of the Spirit and thus frustrate the regeneration intended by 

God. Those who hate Christ by despising His Yord, commit a 

Grievous sin, a sin that brings misery and eternal death. 

In Prov. 1:24,25 wisdom is pictured as a lovely woman, stand- 

ing on the principal public thoroughfares, eagerly beseeching 

One anc all to hear her words of truth. But no one pays any 

attention to her kind invitation and counsel. Because the 

passers-by refuse to heed her counsel, but rather despise her 

reproof, therefore ‘they shall eat of the fruit of their own 

way and be filled with their own devices,’ 1.e., they shall 

experience the evil consequences of their foolish actions and 

get their fill of their evil planning, even to the point where 

it sickens them (vv. 30-32). Did not God through Christ call 

all men to repentance, faith, and salvation? Wherever the 

Word of God is preached, there Jesus is speaking and pleading 

with men to accept the divine wisdom, which offers forgiveness 

of sins, sanctification, and eternal life to all who believe 

in Christ as their Saviour. "Unto you, O men, I call; and my 

voice is to the sons of man," 8:4. That is the voice of Jesus 

in the Gospel. In Christ alone we can become wise unto sal- 

vation. All men are spiritually blind and dead until they have 

been enlightened by the Holy Ghost through the Gospel, or 

have become believers in Christ. 

2. Restoration in Detail 

Yes, in order to awaken man who is dead in trespasses and 

sins to a new life, the Spirit comes to him in the Gospel;
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the Gospel points him to Ghrist and His Saviour — love, and 

the Spirit working through that Gospel in a mystericus, creative 

way brings about a new understanding end new powers of the will, 

new inner emotions. xo 

The organ, which is able to receive Christ the Saviour in 

the Word, is faith. While the word faith does not occur in 

Proverbs in the sense of saving faith, yet there are other 

words used to express it -=- thus in chap. 1:33 the word 

“hearken unto me;" in v. 32 Wisdom had stated that turning 

away from His words would result in destruction, while in 

contrast, those that hearken unto Him and accept His invita- 

tion in true faith, ‘will dwell safely and be quiet from fear 

of evil.' In chap. 8:35.36 faith in Christ is described as 

finding Him, and in Him, finding life and the favor of the 

Lord, while they that hate Him love death. A fruit of this 

faith is deep contrition at having offended such a gracious 

God; without this contrition there can be no justifying faith 

and where this faith has been created in man's heart, there 

the new life exists. The mind of.man is now renewed, repent- 

ance, that complete change of mind, has .taken place; man has 

turned away from sin and turned to God, and therefore will 

receive mercy. "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; 

but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy," 
28:13. (also, "furn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 

out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you," 1:23. 
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II. Virtue of a Believer 

1. Love to God 

The primary virtue in a believer's life is love. The 

Bible tells us that "God is love," 1 John 4:8. Now if love 

is the highest conception we can have of God, then it is 

evident that we can think of no higher ideal for man. The 

character of the believer is formed in faith, but it lives in 

love. In fact, love includes all the other Christian virtues, 

which grow out of love to God and man. Just as an apple tree 

produces fruit by virtue of its nature, so the life of faith 

issues in love. 

The love of a believer manifests itself in three ways: 

love to God, regard for our bodies as God’s work and temple 

and love to our fellow men. First of all, let us see what 

Proverbs teaches about the believer's love toward God. When 

God tells his believing children that they should love Him, 

He means thet He wants to occupy first place in their lives. 

Solomon teaches in Proverbs that the sum and sudstance of all 

wisdom 1s to "fear, love anc trust in God above all things." 

Solomon considers it self-evident that the veliever should 

love God and find his greatest delight in serving Him. When 

he says "Love her (Wisdom)" 4:6, he means that we should love 

God's Word, which is the same as loving God. Christ, the
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Personal Wisdom Himself says: "I love them that love Me, and 

those that seek me early shall find me," 8:17. Of course, 

only the believer can love God above all things, for the ful- 

fillment of this command can come only from a heart that 

has been given over wholly to God, 23:26. 

The theme that keeps recurring in Proverbs is simply 

this: You are a wise man only if you fear the Lord. "?he 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledges but ‘fools 

despise wisdom and instruction,” 1:7; 23:17; 24:21; 2:5; 

10:27; 19:23. Our reverence of God should flow from hearts 

filled with love toward him. The believer realizes and re- 

cognizes his responsibility end obligation to God and this 

inspires him with a reverent fear. This fear is not the 

shrinking fear of the slave or coward, but it is the fear of 

being disloyal to God and of displeasing Him by committing 

sin. True fear of God enters our hearts only with faith and 

becomes the motive power of a godly life. By truly fearing 

God, we will carefully avoid sin: "fear the Lord and depart 

from evil," 3:7. "The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 

to depart from the snares of death,” 14:27. This holy fear of 

the Almighty God is to be the controlling factor of our whole 

lives. 

We prove that we love God by keeping his Commandments. 

God takes delight in them that love Him and bestows upon them 

temporal and spiritual vdlessings. “That I may cause those 

that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill thelr
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treasures," 8:21. On the other hand, however, He regards 

those who do not love him as hating Him, 8:36: “But he that 

ainneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all that hate me love 

death." Such give evidence of their hate by transgressing 

his commandments. 

“we should not only fear and love God, but aleo "trust in 

him above 411 things;" that's true wisdom. 3y nature, men 

are Lnclined to put their trust in money, earthly goods (18:11), 

men of power (23:1-3), and even in their own abilities (28:25-26). 

Again, men will worry, be unhappy, and despair when they 

discover that they have built thelr hopes on shifting sand 

and when they see no way of escape from evil, 235:4-8. How 

many persons have ended their lives in sorrow and misery be- 

cause they failed to put all their love and trust in God : 

hat full confidence in God and reliance upon his promises 

should characterize the humble believer. "The Lord shall be 

thy confidence," 3:26. Children of God have every reason to 

be happy in this life, because they are always safe in God's 

loving care, sure of His protection: "4hoso trusteth in the 

Lord, happy is he," 16:20. "#hoso putteth his trust in the 

Lord shall be safe," 29:25; 30:5; 18:10. 

In this connection, Dr. Luther in discussing the First 

Commandment, makes some pertinent remarks in regard to this 

matter. He points out that the First Commandment both gives 

us the highest good work and sets forth the pasés for sll 

other good works. It teaches us that we must have confidence


