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the 'twelve Apostles!, of wnich Columba was the most famous,
came. Here is mentioned the next outstanding man of the Cel-

tic Church'who will be considered.

C. Missionary Period

Columba-- Columba's name is explained by De Vinne, (op.
His Name, ecit., p. 110), as being made up of Columb na

Birthplace Ceille, Columbkille, meaning the 'dove of the
Churcnt', This is held also by others; but it seems that the
most common explanation is simply Columb kille, that is 'Columb
of the Churches; this name having been bestowed because of the
great number of churches aﬂh monasteries which he founded. Re-
gardless of the derivation of his name, Columba was indeed a
great churchman., The date of birth which is usually given for
him is 521, and it seems that his family was of the royalty of
Ireland. The place of his birth is given as Gartan in the county
of Donegal. As mentioned earlier in this paper, Columba entered
and was graduated from the seminary of St. Finian; actually this
was a monastery, but the purpose was education of youths. :ifter
leaving the monastery at Clonard, he attended yet another monas-

tery near Dublin and was ordained a priest.

Columba in Before setting out on his great missionary under-
Ireland taking, Columba did much good work in Ireland. He

founded the city of Londonderry by establishing the monastery
of Doire (or Derry) Calgaich there. He founded also the monas-
tery at Durrow and one at Kells, and it is known that he plantea
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many other monasteries and churches throughout the land.

Judging from events in his life in Ireland which preceded
his leaving the country, Columba was a man given to anger and
warfare. Apparently, at one time, he copied a book written by
Finian., When Finian claimed not only the original but also the
copy, Columba insisted upon permitting the king to judge the
case. King Diarmit, king of Ireland decided in favor of Finian
on the basis of "whose is the cow, his is the calf also". Not
satisfied with the decision, Columba, deciding to fight it out,
gathered some of his followers and defezted the king's troops
in battle. Columba now set out fer Scotland,21 together with
twelve companions, in order to bring the Gospel to his fellow-
countrymen who had gone over there at an earlier date. Most of
tie writers follow the lead of Adamman who says (p. 108) that
Columba went to Scotland, 'Pro Christo peregrinari volens!.
While not doubting that Columba truly desired to preach Christ
and to save souls, it still seems unlikely that the Irish king
would overlook this little incident of warfare, and it there-
fore, undoubtedly, was not any too safe for Columba to remain
in Ireland much longer than he did. Schaff provides some evi-
dence for this belief when he says, "In one of the Irish Keltic

poems ascribed to Columba, he laments to have been driven from

21. This occurred ca. 563. !Scotland' refers to present-day
Scotland. Present-day Ireland was originally called Scotlandj;
present day Scotland took over this name when a group of Chris-
tian Scots from the northwestern part of Ireland founded a klng-
dom called Dalriada between Loch Linnhe and Loch Long. Gradu-
ally the rest of the country took over the name Scots.
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Erin by his Oﬁn fault and in consequence of the blood shed in
his battles".sg

Columba Columba settled on Druid's Island wnich later
Settles on became known as Iona, the fabulous Isle of miracles
Iona and culture in the midst of darkness. And every

bit of the fame which Iona attzined was direetly due to Colum-
ba and his followers. Iona was practically the peak of monas-
teries of that time, or any time as far as that is concerned.
But the subject of Iona and the neights to which it and other
great monasteries of this period attained are a separzte subject
whichh will be taken care of,in more detail in a later portion of
this paper. The important thing right now is that Ionz was the
starting place: -for the spread of the Celtic Church in Scotland

and lingland.

Mission Work Columba's first attempt at mission work wius to
Amoné Picts the northern Picts. In this very first under-
taking, Columba establisned the pazttern which was followed by
his missionaries during the following century. That pattern
consisted in first approaching the king of a nation and wini.ing
his cooperation, after which it was a comparatively simple matter
to win the people, with the king's cooperation. But this is a
rather cold way of looking at it. One cannot deny that the yord
of God which Columba and his monks preached was a power for con-

verting the people, but then again, one cannot help noticing the

2#., Schaff, op. cit., p. 66.
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coincidence in method of procedure. To accomplish his mission-
ary purpose, Columba went to Brude, king of the Picts, convert-
ed hin, and from then on proceeded to convert most of the people
of the kingdom. But Columba's work cannot be properly evaluated
on the basis of this one missionary undertaking. After all, one
must remember that his forte as a missionary was this, that he

prepared missionaries for their task of converting the heathen.

B S P P —TT

Countless numbers of men went forth from Columba's monastery-
training school at Iona. The credit for even the later success
of Iona goes to Columba, because, .even after his death, the
pattern set by him for training men in Iona, "The Star of the

: ' West", was continued. Then too, Columba aided the mission work
of his pupils through his own zealous work and devotion. Be-
cause of Columba'!s zealousness and devotion, his name became
known far and wide so that his missionaries had a reputation
established before they even began their working. Columba died
in 597.

Muldee" - But this was not the only mission work carried

4 its Meaning out by the Celts in the British Isles. The follow-
% ers of Columba did much more work, not only in Scotland but also
in England and on the Continent. Incidentally, the term Culdee
as applied to the Celtic Christians came into use in Scotland.
Actually it is not, strictly speaking, correct to refer to 2ll
Celtic Christians as Culdees since the term applies only to the
Scottish branch of the Church and their immediate successors.

Even among theum, the term did not appear, until the eighth
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century, Schaff and De Vinne hold that the term likely means
23

'servants or worshippers of God!,

Ninias and But here too, the Celts were not the first
Kentigern  Christians in the field. A Briton named Ninias
first brought the knowledée of Christianity to Scotland. He
built the famous Candida casa, or white church, and dedicated
it to the memory of Martin of Tours. However, one cannot
properly classify him with the Celts, since, in actualityshe
was a disciple of the Roman church. The same seems to apply
to St. Kentigern, the other well-known Scottish churchman;
however, here the evidence,is slimmer. This much is true; he
did establish a college of Culdees. Also, he apparently was
on good terms with St. Columba, having met with him and hav-
ing exchanged pastoral staves with him.24 Kentigern was the
first Bishop of Glasgow, and labored among the people in Cun-
berland, Wales, and on the Clyde; also, he reconverted the
Picts who had fallen ffom the faith. St. Kentigern, also
.called St. Mungo (the gracious one) died in the year 603.

Celts in The scope of Celtic missionary activity was not

England limited to Scotland; their endeavors took them also

23. Schaff, op. cit., p. 50; De Vinne, op. cit., p. 122.
nIt (Culdee) was applied to anchorites, who, in entire se- ,
clusion from society, sought the perfection of sanctity.
They succeeded the Columban monks. They afterwards asso-
ciated themselves into communities of hermits, and were
Tinally brought under canonical rule along with the secular
clergy, until at length the name of Culdee became almost
synonymous with that of secular canon." - Schaff, op. cit.,
P. 72, >

24. Schaff, op. cit., p. 64.



18

to England. The work which the Celts did in England, strict-
ly speaking, belongs in the third period of the Celtie Church,
that is, after 597.

St. Augustine - The first missionary who draws attention
Roman Missionary in England is another man who was not a
Celt, but a disciple of the Pope; viz., St. Augustine. The
only reason that he is here mentioned is to show the hesita-
tion of the Britons to accept him. Even at this time they
were a stubborn race who did not like being told what they
had to do. Schaff explains Augustine'!s unpopularity in most
quarters by describing hiﬁ as follows:

"He was a pendantic and contracted churchman. He

met the Britons (the clergy), who represented, at

all events, an older native Christianity, with the

haughty spirit of Rome, which is willing to compro-

mise with heathen customs, but demands absolute

submission from all other forms of Christianity,

and hates independence as the worst of heresies."e5

Augustine, incidentally, arrived in England in the year 597.

Aidan Concerning the next man to be considered, it is very
difficult to determine whether he belongs in the Celtic
church, or whether he, too, was a disciple of the Pope.
This much seems certain, Aidan was from Iona, and outwardly
he. did seem to cling to the form of the Celts, but in spirit,
he seems to have been Roman. This matter will be considered ¢

at greater length in the discussion of his bishopric.

Lindisfarne In summary, the story of Aidan is as follows:

-

25. Schaff, op. cit., pp. 35-56.
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Oswalu, who was king of Northumbria had been forced to flee

to Irelana due to failure in battle. While there, he learned
of Christianity, and was later baptized at Iona. Desiring to
have Christianity for his nation, he sent to Iona and asked

for a bishop for his people. Seghine, the abbot of Iona, sent
a man who has been referred to as Corman; however, he was vast-
ly unsuccessful and returned to Iona with the report that the
task was hopeless. Aidan, who was at the monastery at the time,
heard his report and suggested that possibly his approach was
at fault. Whereupon, as one might naturally expect, Aidan was
selected to try his methods upon Phese ?eople. It was about
the yeur 855 that he was consecrated for his task. Aidan began
his work and founded his monastery at Lindisfarne, an island
off the north-east coast of IEngland. Here he formed a school
for instructing native clergy. It seems that Aidan had leznings
toward Rome, in practice at least, for two reasons; one was his
treatment of his office of bishop; his seemed to be more of an
episcopal regard for the office. The secona point was that he
seemed to place an over-emphasis on the value of good works.
Possibly this was just an extreme case of the Celtic Church
piety; after all, Columba was said to have stood in the ocean
up to his neck at night and recited the whole psalter. Aidan
died in the year 651, after a most successful ministry in

Northumberland. He was able to prove that the conversion of
these people was, after all, a matter of using the Word of God

in the proper manner., s
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Fursey, Another man who must be mentioned in passing is
Ultan, St. Fursey, who, together with his two brothers,
Foillan came to ﬁast Anglia and did very good work. The
brothers! names were Ultan and Foillan. Proving himself no
exception to the usual Celtic rule, Fursey also founded a
monastery; this he did on the site of an ancient fortress,
the present Burgh Castle in Suffolk. Later on, Fursey re-
tired to a life of seclusion and meditation, leaving the ac-
tive work of the ministry in other hands; however, before he
did this, another kingdom in England had been added to the

roster of Christian kingdoms.
(4

Middle Anglia: The next mission project of the Celtic
dbdd, Adda Church in England to be considered is its
Betti, Diuma mission to Middle Anglia. This was done

under the influence of Finan (the bishop of whom we shall
near more), and Oswiu, king of Northumbria. Note that here
too the work was carried out under royal instigation, or at
least, with royal cooperation. Peada, the king of Middle
Anglia, desired to marry the daughter of king Oswiu of North-
umbria. However, Oswiu said that he would give his consent
only on the condition that Peada and his people first submit
themnselves to Christianity. This Peada did and became con-
verted. When he returned to his own land,after the marriage,
he brought with him four priests who were to work among his
people; they were Cedd, Adda, and Betti, from Northumbria,
and Diuma, a Scot. In this way,Christianity was brought to
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Middle Anglia in the year 6E3.
Work in - However, Cedd and his fellow-preachers were not
Hercia satisfied to confine their efforts to Middle 2nglia,

but brunched over to Mercia. Here, too, they met no opposi-
tion from the king (Penda). Although he himself professed to
be & neathen, he said that,

"the men whom he hated and despised were the pro-

fessors of Christianity who did not act in accord-

ence with their faith and disobeyed their God; his

heathenism was probably at least as mucn & matter

of policy as of religious conviction",26
Yiork Among The next endeavor along missionary lines was
Fast Saxons, among the Eaét Saxons in the year 654. The king
Cedd Their of the East Saxons was Sigbert, a friend of King
Bishop Oswiu, the king of Northumbria, who often spent
long nours trying to point out to Sigbert the foolishness of
worshipping idols instead of the true God. Sigbert became
converted and was baptized. Ceda, and his compunions were
then sent to the East Saxons where they were very successful.
After a time, Cedd decided that he should go to Lindisfarne
and report to Finan, the abbot, concerning his work. The
narrative can be continued in the words of Hunt; this is done
to present a conclusion which he draws; a conclusion with
which it seems that one cannot agree. Hunt states,

"Finan, hearing of it, considered that the work

demanded a bishop. He therefore sent for two other
bishops, doubtless Scots like himself, and in con-

£6. Hunt, op, cit., p. 97.
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Junction with them, consecrated Cedd to be Bishop

of the East Saxons. This, then, is conclusive

proof, if proof be needed that’ the Church of the

Scots, in spite of their peculxar arrangements

with respect to bishops, was an episcopal church,

and it is noteworthy that though Finan's fellow-

bishops did not always procure the assistance of

bishops at consecrations, he evidently thought it

necessary.".27
Without taking exception to Hunt's position that Finan may
have had episcopal ideas concerning the bishopric, because
after all, his predecessor at, and the founder of, Lindis-
farne, Aidan, also seemed to have leanings in this direction,
but the portion of this statement to which one may object is
this, that the act of Finan of calling in other bishops to
help with the consecration of Cedd, proves that the Celtic
Church was episcopal in orgunization. After all, it is common
practice also in the Lutheran church to call in several of the
surrounding clergy, and even the president of district, to
perform ‘installations whenever feasible, but that does not make

the Lutheran Church an episcopal church.

Cedd, a Cedd had no official see, and so cannot be classi-
tMonastic fied with the Bishops of London as some attempt to do.
Bishop! Hunt narrates that,

mihile in the East Saxon kingdom, he lived with his
monks at two monasteries which he made his mission-
ary centers. Of these two m#onasteries, one was at
Ythanceaster, identified with the Roman military
station Othona, which has disappeared into the sea,
the other at Tilbury.".28

27. Ibid., p. 98,
28. Hunt, op. cit., pp.~98-99,
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Cedd in Still another venture from his home fields was
Deira undertaken by Cedd; whenever he had the opportunity,

he left his East Saxon flock and preached in Deira. Aethewald,
the king here, greatly admired Cedd's holiness, and beczause of
his respect for Cedd, chose one of his brothers, Caelin, by
name, to be the royal chaplain. The king asked Cedd to choose
a site for a monastery, for the king desired a placc where he,
too,might retire for meditation and prayer. Cedd chose the
beautiful location of Lastingham,where a monastery was built
over which Cedd served as abbot,as well as serving as bishop

of the East Saxons, ;

Finnan; In concluding the resume of Celtic churchmen who
Colman labored in England, one should mention two successors

of Aidan. They were Finnan (d. 661), who,as has just been
stated, was in charge of Lindisfarne at the tihe of Cedd, and
who worked especially in Middle and East Anglia, and Colman,
of whom more is yet to be heard in the discussion concerning

the Council of Whitby. His labors in England extended farther

south,
D. The Council of Whitby
Council of This, then, brings the discussion up to €64

Whitby, 664. and the Council of Whitby. But before one can
Controversial enter into a review of the Council itself, it
Subjects is necessary to review the background material.
There were differences betwéen the Roman and the Celtic church

in the following matters: 1) the Easter date; the Celts held
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