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CHAPTER I
THE NEED FOR STRUCTURING A YOUTH-~TO-YOUTH VISITATION PROGRAM

Howard Ellis notes that the evangelistic spotlight is
upon youth evangelism.l Several observations can substanti-
ate this view. One may note youth departments of many de-~
nominations producing meaterials on youth evangelism,
Protestant churches throughout the country promoting
city-wide youth-to=-youth visiltatlon programs, individual
youth groups adopting evangelism programs as projesets, and
pastors snd youth directors reporting a new interest in youth
evangelism.

This interest in youth evangelism is due to several
factors. The number of unchurched youth in the United
States is a factor. Though it is difficult to obtain
reliable figures on the youth population, Ellis reports
that the difference between the number of youth enrolled
in ochurch activities and the youth population of America
amounts to 19,328,000 teen-agers.> This means that three
3

out of four young people are outside the church.

lHoward Ellis, Evangelism For Teen-Agers (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 19587, Ds L.

2Ibid., p. 8.

3Ibid.
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Authorities also estimate that for every young person
attending church on Sunday morning, there is one nominal
member not in church. TFor every aotive and inactive young
person assoclated with the church, there are two teen-agers
who do not belong to the church. Only one out of four

young people in the United States takes his Christian
convictions seriously enough to attend chuxrch regularly.h
The most conservatively estimated figure is that one half

of our young peopie have a relationship with the ohuroh.s

The field of youth evangelism is surely "white unto harvest.”

In addition, the problem grows worse.6

The census
figures for 1955 reveal that‘16.3 million teen-agers today
will be 24.3 million by 1965. The 7.6 million in high
school today will be 12.2 million by 1965. Almost five
million children are in each of the lower grades, and the
estimate is that each year, for at least the next ten years,
there will be five million or more youngsters enrolled in
the first grade of school. If the church is not doing an
adequate job of reaching the teen-ager today, how will it

confront these additional millions in the future?

bwyouth Share Their Faith" (Elgin, Illinois: Churech
of the Brethrem, 1958), p. 2.

5Riohard Gilbert, "Winning Friends"” (New York: ;
Division of Evangelism, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., n.d.),
Pe 12,

6Ibid., pp. 6-7.



Another source of concern is the heavy loss sustained
by the church among young people. For example, it is noted
that 75% of the children who have enrolled in a Sunday
School are no longer enrolled in a Sunday Sehool at the
age of 16 years. George Sweazey quotes Bishop Praetorius
a8 stating that,

of every 100 pupils in American Prctestant church
schools, 75 drop away from the church. Fifteen
of these will later be rewon, so the final loss
is 60 per cent. These lost 60 represent the
church®s most shocking failure in evangelism.7

The problem of the unchurched youth and the loss of
youth within the church is a gigantic problem for the
church., But the church may elso have part of the answer
to this problem within its own ranks: its youth. In the
minds of many people, the missing link between the un-
churched youth and the church is the Christian youtﬁ.

The teen-age Christian is believed to be the best instru-
ment for bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to other
teen—agers.8 Though this paper will not attempt to
validate this statement, the experiences of many people
active in youth work seem to warrant this assumption. If

the teen-ager is the most effective witness to other youth,

the church is able to draw upon a vast resource of manpower.

7 : .
George Sweazey, Effective Evangelism (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1953), Ps 190.

sGilbel‘t, 22. Oit., P 2.
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The 105,000 members of the youth fellowship of the Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod, the Walther League, offer a mighty
force for the cause of Christ. Some 42,000 thirteen to
fourteen year olds who are added yearly to the communiocant
membership list of the Lutheran Church-~Missouri Synod

assure a tremendous source of manpower.9

The pocls of
manpower whlich stand ready to be tapped for the greatest
work in the world are vast.

Another cause of concsrn for Youth Evangelism is the
increasing recognition of "youth time as decision time."
Sweazey estimates that 90% of those who join the church
do so by the time they are twenty-one years old, and 95%
by the time they are twenty—four.lo Jesse Bader notes
thet “"generslly speaking, about one fourth of our members
meke decisions before they are thirteen; about one half
between twelve and twenty one years of age; and about one

nll Comparatively speak-

fourth after they are tweanty one.,
ing, few people are won to Christ and for the church after

they are twenty one years of age.

9030ar Feucht, "The Functional Nature of Group Bible
Study," American Lutherasm, XLII, No. 1 (January, 1959), 1l.

lOSwaazey, op. git., p. 190.

11
Jesse Bader, Evangelism in a Changing America,
(8t. louis: Bothan} Press, 1957), De 77



An awareness of the spiritual and moral needs of
youth also points up a place for youth evangelism,
Religious polls among youth show that youth are concerned
with such questions as: (1) Why are we born and of what
use is life? (2) Is there a God? (3) What happens after
death? At age eighteen, over 43% of youth want help with
such religious problems.lz Surveys also indicate that the
conseiences of many teen-age boys and girls are bothering
them. Boys are bothered by such problems as "swearing
too much, bad babits, and being interested in 'dirty
jokes.'" Girls ilndlcate that they are bothered more
oftern by "mistakes they have made, making use of their
talents, life after death, questlions of honesity, group
morals, and the inoonsistency between what people ccnsider
right and what they actually do."l3 The solving of these
problems is important for youth. Youth experts note that
"gixteen 1s probably the most favoraeble age for the beginning
of atheistic or agrostic tendencies”" and thet at about mid-
adolescence youth with religious training often begin either

to value their faith or to harbor serious doubts about the

lznaymond Mueller, "Principles For Winning Unchurched
High Sohool Youth For Christ" (unpublished B.D. thesis
Pritzlaff Librery, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 195#5.

P 30. :

131p14., p. 32.




6

Christian beliers.lh Youth who are faced with weighty
problems are a ready target for the witness of young
Christians.

Additional interest in youth evangellsnm stems from
& recognition of the amount of time needed for a layman
%o becoms an effective Christian witness. Bryan Green
notes that time is a most serious diffliculsy in the
recruitment of adult lay workers, for the "kind of man
wihom the Church needs will be the very man who takes his
daily work seriously, and, therefore, may genuinely be toco
tired or feel disincelined for the discipline of Christian
training.” For this reason, he suggests that the training
of young people as witnesses of the Gospel begin as soon
as possible.ls If laymen need considerable training in
beconing an effective Christian witness, why not train
these Christians to witness when a youth?

If the above observations are true, youth evangeliam
has a right to be considered as a vital part of the work
of the church. And yet, statistics and observations of
youth work in some churches do not indicate a great concern
for youth evangelism. Statisties of the Lutheran Church--
Missouri Synod show that 1100 congregations confirmed no

Yrpia., p. 28

1sBryon Green, The rractice of Evangelism (New York:
Charles Seribner's Sons, 1955), D» 250
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youth in 1957, and that 1700 congregations in this same

16 quis

body confirmed two or fewer youth in the same year.
means that more then one~half of the churches of this body
have brought two or less young people to Christ during an

entire year. The Youth Survey Report, an enalysis of the

program of the Walther lLeague published in 1957, does not
mention the work of evangelism in its evaluation of the
Walther Lesgue's program.

This does not mean that youth leaders and youth
fellowships of the Luthersn Church--Missourl Syncd sre not
concerned ebout youth evangelism. The "Big M" progrem
of the Walther League featured a membership mission as
the first of its three-step progrem. The Walther League's
"Youth Evangelism Service”™ project of 1953-54 points fo
additional concern for the place of youth evangelism.
Concern for youth evangelism within cur church is apparent.
But there is evidence tc suggest that the youth groups of
our church may not be utilizing a2 great portion of 1its
potential for the cause of youth evangelism.

Failure to use youth in winning other youth for Christ
is due to many factors. To be sure, the primaery cause of

failure to witness is a spiritual problem. But another factor

160. A. Waech, (unpublished class notes taken from
lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in possession
of writer).
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becomes apparent when one who has felt the urgency of
youth evaengelism in a Christien congregation begins to
structure a youth-to-youth visitation program. How does
one initiate an evangelistic program for youth? How does
one train youth visitors? How does one enlist youth
visitors? How does onse introduce unchurscshed youth to the
church? How does one confront the importance of "dscisionn
in making an evangelistie call? Is the lack of knowing
how to underteke s youth-~to-youth visitation program a
possible stumbling block to youth evangeliam?

Lack of "know-how" in promoting youth evangelism in
the church is volc¢ed in several eorners. Pastor H. Hartner
states, "We have programs For adults and children in evan-
gelism, but we have done little or nothing in winning the
teennagers."17

Mueller, in compiling information for his Bachelor of
Divinity thesis, "Prineciples For Winning Unchurched High
School Youth For Christ,” states that he "found no book
which dealt specifically with the problem of winning high
school youth.“ls The seme suthor notes that the Welther
League's first organized effort for winning unchurched

youth, the "Youth Evengelism Serviee," is helpful, but that

17Muellez, ap. 8if., ». 8

lalbid., Pe 5.
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it "lacks a study of the methods of presenting Christ to
unghurched youth on the basis of their own life noeds.“lg
His research found that,
there was much materlal available which dealt with
methods of winning adults and ohildren for the
church, but very little material was available on
the speecific problems of witnessing to, and winning,
youth of high school agé, + « + «
and thet, "only a few short magazine articles cculd be
found which dealt directly with programs of witnessing to
high sohool youth."zo
A study of Mueller's thesis shows that this work
esgentielly consists of a desoription of the psychological
factors involved in an approach to unchurched youth, a
section on methods pastors and youth counselors can
utilize as individuals to reach unchurched youth, sug=-
gostions of opportunities for witnesa in non-structured
situations, an outline of a youth evangelism program fox
the parish, hints in getting and holding prospeots, and a
treatment on preparing the unchurched teen-ager for oconfirma-
tion. HMueller's findings are of great aid to one interested
in youth evangelism. But his emphasis upon olarification
of the prineciples of winning unchurched youth rather than
upon methods leaves room for a more explicit treatment of

structuring a youth-to-youth visitation program.

191bid., Pe &
20;!1‘... Pe 2.
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One work published subsequent to Mueller's thesis is
a pamphlet published by the Walther League entitled, "Make
Disciples.” This pamphlet is of value in that it points
up mission work as the responsibility of every sooclety;
alerts one to various mission opportunities; offers sug-
gestions for planning and organizing mission work in the
youth society; stresses the advantages of witnessing where
one is; speaks of ways of witnessing with the printed word;
offers hints in conducting a canvass; and urges that youth
carry on evangelism through community service. But this
pamphlet does not present a concrete approach to structur-
ing a youth-to-youth visitation program.

It is recognized that methods are not a "cure-all™
in any promotion of youth evangelism. Methods cannot,
for instance, replace such an important factor as motiva-
tion in conduoting a youth visitation program. Methods are
considered to be a means to an end. And yet, methods are
important. Green states that methods need tc be discussed
"because they are something that the Christian Church has
to employ in carrying out the task that God has appointed

ndl g addition, doesn't the best "Message" deserve

-~

her.

the best methods?

213‘1‘8811. op. eit,, p. 165,
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In retrospect, these factors seem to polnt up a need
for structuring a youth-to-youth visitation progrem: (1)
The staggering number of unchurched youth in the United
States; (2) The heavy losses of young people sustained
yearly by the church; (3) The availability of youth to
serve as a line between Christ eand the unchurched youth;
(4) Recognition of youth time as decision time; (5) The
religious and morel neseds of youth; (6) The advantages of
training Christians to witness when a youth; (7) The lack
of concern for youth evangelism in some quarters of the
church; (8) A lack of materials dealing with youth evangedl-
ism avallable to members of the Lutheran Church~-Missouri
Synod; (9) The bellief that methods are important in struec-
turing a youth~to-youth visitation program.

It is the aim of this paper to structure a youth-to-
youth visitation program from beginning to end. The age~
bracket of tesen-agers qualified to do youth visitation
work envisioned in this study approximates the 16-23 year
old group. Youth-to-youth visitation 1s thought of as a
formally structured program im whioch Christian young psople
gconfront unchurched youth with the person of Jesus Christ
through personal testimony for the purpose of being the
instruments through which the unchurched youth come to
declare Jesus Christ as personal Savior. The Walther League
Society is considered to be a most appropriate setting for

a youth-to-youth visitation program.
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Materials for this study are confined to an investiga-
tion of the most important books; pamphlets, and tracts
dealing with visitation evangelism in general; to youth
evangelism materials published by the Walter League; to
pertinent articles published in periodicals of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod; and to books, pamphlets, and tracts
made available by the youth departments of the Presbyterian
Church U.3.A., the Presbyterian Church in the U.S., the
Methodist Churoh, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the
United Lutheran Church, The Augustana Lutheran Church,
the Luther League Federation, the United Christian Youth
Movement, the Church of the United Brethren, and other

independent publishers.




CHAPTER II
PREPARING FOR YOUTH EVANGELISM
Preparing Adult Leaders

The need for youth evangslism will compel many lsaders
of youth to want toc aet. The role of the z2dult leaders in
an eveangelism progrem {or youth is vitel. For the thrust
needed to struecture a youth~to-youth visitation program
will need to gpring from adult counselors and leaders.
Often, one eathusiastic adult c¢an supply the source of
inspiration needed to undertake a youth evangelism program.
In fact, one individusl has bsen known to spark an entire
city-wide youth visitation program.l

However, the guidance required in a youth visltation
program nearly demands a group of motivated adult youth
leaders. An appropriate groupr which may spsarhead a youth
evanzelism program is the youth committee of the congrega-
tion. This committes needs to be highly motlivated. One
approach to motivating ths group is to point up the need
for youth evangelism in the local youth group. The leader
who is able to cite the number of unchurched youth in the
community, to vividly portray Christfs desire for every
Christien toc witness for Him, to enthusiastically desoribe

1Frank Roberts, director of the Orlando, Floride,
City-Wide Christian Youth Mission, 1958.
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the privilege of youth witnsssing for Christ will often
move a group to see the need for youth evangellism,

IT youth evangelism is felt to be a distinet need in
the particulear youth fellowship, this may be followed by
a discussion of "how' the unchurched youth of the commun-
ity can be reached. Ths pooling of ideas pressnted may
show that an organized course of action is the best method
of procedure. At this time, & more complete elaboration
upon the ains and methods of a youth-to-youth visitation
program may be presentved. Exémples of waat other youth
groups have done in %his field can be vited with profit.
Application of each of these points to the loecal situation
will help motivate the group to action. This entire dis-
cussion will then necd to be climaxed by a decision. If
the group decides affirmatively, it will need to realize
that the success of any youth evangelism progream is dependent
to a large degree upon the solid backing of adult leaderse—-
a bagking not only indicated by resolutions, but by a willing-
ness 0 give time, ensrgy, and money to the visitation

prograin.
Prepar ing Youth

The first essential factor in the preparation of youth
for an evangelism progrem is motivetion. Motivetion is con~-

sidered to be the Toundation of a youth visitation program.

Of course, a correct understanding of motivation 1s necessary.
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Motivation in this context is not a mere arousal of the
emotions. Instead, motivation is here interpreted to mean
a stirring of the will by the 3Spirit of God within the
individual.

Since this motivation cen only be supplied by the
Means of Grace, 1t 1ls important for each Christian witness
tc remain in close contect with the Word of God and the
Sacraments. For example, when one goes desper luto the
Word of God, he will go Tarther as a Witness for Ghrist.2
S0 that the Holy Spirit will become more 2live in the heart
of the individual, this Iirst meeting planned to prepare
youth for Christisn witness centers upon a Bible study of
the work of evangelism.

Approaches to a Biblical study of the work of evan-
gelism are manifold. The following are some suggestious
for a study of several concepts vital to evangelism:

l. A study of the first concept is intended to

ancwer the question, "Who am I as a Christian?"
This study may center upon any of several por-
tions of I Peter 2-4 or Ephesians 4~6 which
point up the calling of a Christian. Kecogniz-
ing oneself to be one who hag been redeemed by
Christ for service to Him is the goal or these
passages.

2. The second ccncept describes the number of

Christians God expects to serve Him through
witnessing. A study of I Peter 2:9-10, Luke

24:47-48, or Acts 1:6-9 will show that severy
Christian is to be a witness for Christ.

2"Erreotive Biblical Evangelism in the Local Congrega-
tion" (8t. Louis: Evangelism Department, Lutheran Churech-

Missouri Synod, n.d.), p. 3.
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3. A third ooncept helpful to a Biblical
understend ing of evangellsm is an awareness of
Christ's and His apostles® approacih to soul=-
winning. A study of Jonn l:35-51 or John 3:
1-22 will indicate that Chrxlst and His apostles
relied largely upon the personal approach.

L. A fourth concept which is part of the Bible's

treatment of svanzelism ls the example of
Chrisit's method of orgenizing an evangelism
program, A study of Luke 10 wilith an smphasis
upon verses 1, 2, 17, 18 will enable youth to
se8 Chr%st’s method of scending out witnesses two
by two.,.

Terough any of several techniques which enable youth
1o perticlpate in the Bible study, these passages can alert
youth to four bosic ccncepts: (1) A recogunition of their
uniqueness as a believer in Christ; (2) An awareness of
the responslibility of personal witness; (3) A vision of
the perscnal approach which Christ and His apostles used;
(4) An understanding of Christ's organization of an evan-
gelism program. Such a study of the Holy Seriptures is
important. For the Seriptures are a means through which
the Holy Spirit moves people to action.

The second phese of this first meeting intended to
prepare ycuth for the work of evangelism is an analysis of
the group's evangelistic record. The object of this study
is to enable youth to sees how closely they are able to

match thelr evangelistic activities with the goals of

3Arthur Vinecent, (unpublished class notes taken from
lecture at Concordia Seminery, St. Louls, 1959, in possession
of writer).
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Scripture. A simple scare sheet may be prepared which will
readlly point up both the individual's and the group's ac-
complishments in evangelism during the past year.

The leecder of the discussion may introduce this sub-
Jeot and then dietribute o score sheet entitled, "What
are we doing in evangelism?Y" to each iember of the group.
He is to state the purpose of the study slearly and to
emphasize the valus of each person's taking an honest
look at himself and the group. This survey cean be scored

cn the basis of points, such as: Altogether True--3 polnts;

largely True-~2points; Partly True~-l point; Not True--o.h

A sample score shedat is here outlined:

1. I bave found many opportunities to witness for
Christ.

I often speak to my friends about Christ.

h
L ]

I have brought an unchurched Iriend to ths
youth fellowship.

W
>

L. I like to make new friends and help them

5. I like to welcome strangexrs into our group.

6. Our group is sharing the Gospel with other
youth.

7. Our group is doing as much as it cam ©o
bring other youth to Christw.

8. % is essy for a new person to become part
of our group.

L daiENE

aﬁarry Munro, Fellowship Evangelism (St. Louis:

Bethany Press, 1651), D. 4O«
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After obtaining a picture of "What are we doing?",
the leader may then supplement this material with a
prepared analysis of "How do we look?” The leader can
describe this picture by sharing these statistics with the
group:5

l. Ages of youngest and oldest member.

2. Number of enrolled members.

3. Average attendance in meetings of
last year.

L. Number of teachers, sponsors, or
leaders.

5. New members added during the past
year.

6. Percent of members who had no active
relation to our church one year ago.

7. Number of unchurched youth on our
responsibility list.

8. Number of irregular members we are
following up faithfully.

et .-
e
B ]
e
Arecmamae
mrc— o
i
emterrere——a e
s

9. Members dropped during the past year.

10. Number of people our plan for dis-
covering unchurched people has added
to the prospect list during past year.

At this point, the role of the leader is vital. A sharp
analysis of what the youth have been doing in evangelism
presented in capsule form can be an lmportant factor in

motivating youth to action. Introduction of conorete figures

S"Evangelistio Score Sheet" (Nashville: Tidings, n.d.),
p2.
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of unchurched youth in the immediate community 1s a further
stlmulus. A reminder of the Bible study which pointed to
Christ?s wish for every Christian to be an active witness
for Him will add to the urgency of taking action. When
these factors have been pointed up sharply by the leader,

he is then in position to ask the youth, "What can we do?"

A full dependence upon youth to supply the answer to this
guestion will give youth a greater opportunity to make a
group decision. Due attention needs to be given to each
suggestion made by youth, and opportunity for a thorough
exploration of the problem will be a help. TYouth can be
trusted to give the work of evangelism their most serious
cons ideration. Whether youth decide for or against an
organized plan of acetion is not important to the adult leader
or leaders at this point. What is important is that youth
honestly face a comparison of their asctivities in evangelism
with the will of Christ. 7Youth need the opportunity to
react and begin to resolve the dilemma (if any) before them.
It seems safe to predict that adult leaders who rely upon
youth for the making of such a vital decision will see youth
express a desire for an organized plan of action. If the
youth agree upon an organized plan of youth evangelism, the
leader may then ask, "Where do we begin?" Here again, youth
can be trusted to recognize that a record of the names and

addresses of unchurched youth are a "must" for a youth
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evangelism program. The youths' decision to begin work on
compiling a responsibility list on a speciflic date and time
terminates thils first important meeting.

_—




CHAPTER IIX
GETTING STARTED
Finding Prospects

Youth who have declded where to begin are ready to

@

eek to identify by name, address, and previous religious
background the lost or stray sheep in the commnnity.l The
goal of this second meeting is to glve youth an opportunity
to find unchurched youth through several diffserent avenues.

Youth cen be asked to:

1. GCheck the roll of their own groupe. Are there some
young people on the roll who are not attending and
who are indifferent?;

2. Check the church membership roll. How many young
people between the ages of 15 and 24 are on the
church roll, but have no connection with the
youth group?;

3. List the_names of their unchurched relatives and
friends;®

L, GCheck the public school rolls for the religious
preferences of schoolmates. (This is a valuable
source of cbtaining the names of prospectis.
Religious preference cards of Orlando, Florida,
high schools revealed the names of approximately
2000 unchurched high school youth. Most sgchool
principals will cooperate i§ they understand why
this information is wanted.

loscar Carlson, The Church's Singular Task
(Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1950), D

2 nics
George Sweazey, Effective Evangelism (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1953), Pes 70

3vHerets How" (Nashville: The Methodist Publishing
House, 1949), p. 17.

—— s
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5. Ask the pastor or youth counselors about young
people whom they know to be unohurohed;4

6. Obtain the names of youth who have visited the
youth Bible class or Sunday School;

7. Find the names of those youth who attegded
Sunday School, but were not confirmed;

This group projJset will in all probability reveal a
list of unchurched youth which may even amaze a skeptie. If

large number of unchurched youth has been uncovered, the

-

o

group mey decide that its prospeet list is adequate.

But if the group realizes that its prospect list is
scanty, the adult leader may point out the worth of a reli-
gious census., Two approaches to a religious census are
poesible, One approach 1s a house-~to-house survey of teen-
egers only. The young people need only ask, "Do you have
any teen-agers here? Where do they attend church?"™ A
Topeka, Xansas, church reports flnding 315 prospects in one
week through this method.6

A second approach is a religlious survey of the entire

community. Of course, a complete religious survey is a

brovert Jones, "That They May Know" (Richmond: John
Knox Press, 1950), p. 12.

sRaymond Mueller, "Principles For Winning Unchurched
High School Youth For Christ" (unpublished B.D. thesis
Pritzlaff Library, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, l95h$.

Ds 53

SHowara Ellis, Evangelism For Teen-Agers (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1958), De L
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matter for the entire church. But a youth group can take

the lead in proposing a survey and in furnishing workers

for the task. There even may be occasion for the youth

group to do the whole job from start to finish.

7

Planning A Survey

First, decide on the area to survey. This

area may be the church's immediate neighborhood,

a new housing development, a community which has

not been surveyed recently, communities where no

church seems to_have a particular responsibility,
or rural areas.®

Set the time for the survey. Make sure that your
survey will not conflict with some other church
or community program being promoted in the com-
munity. A weekday after school is sometimes con-
venient for youth, although 3unday afternoons are
probably best for the group.

Recruit the workers. If the youth leaders have
been working within a democratic framework in
which youth themselves have made the vital de-
cisions, adult leaders should give every youth
opportunity to volunteer his services. Leaders
are to assume that every member of the group will
be part of the religious survey.

Mep out the area to be canvassed. The area may
be divided into various distriets, so that can-
vassers oan be dividis into as many groups as
there are districts. \

7

"Here's How" op. ¢it., p. 18.

8Ibid., p. 19.

9Ibid., Pe 20,

10nps Guide To Canvassing" (Chicago: Walther League,
1952), p. 3.
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5. Obtain such necessary supplies as maps of the
gensus area,_gensus cards, assignment envelopes
and pencils.ll Arrangements for transportation
can also be made at this time.

6. Deocide upon a date and schedule. A schedule for
a Sunday a{gernoon census might look something

like this:

1:00 p.m. Instructions

1:30 Assignments and dismissal
with prayer

1:30 = 5:00 Census taking

5:00 Cards are returned and
sorted

Monday evening Return calls made at

addresses whers no one
was at home

Conducting A Religiocus Census

Between thirty and sixty minutes of instruction on
the afternocon of the canvass may be needed for the prepara-
tion of callers. The leader can at this time emphasize the
unusual importance of this work. Each called needs to
realize that another person's opportunity to galn life
eternal may hinge upon information obtained in the survey.
The leader can also describe the technique of making a

llSweazey, op. oit., p. 82,

12Ibid., p. 81l.
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call by giving attention to these 1tems:13

The caller's concept of his role as an
ambassador of Christ should impress him with
the importance of obteining the desired in-~
formation.

Iwo short rings or an unusual knook at the
door will usually bring the occupant to the
Goor.

As the door opens, a half-stsp backward may
Induce the person to open the door wider.

Greeting the occupent with a friendly smile
and a request for help will aid in establishing
rapport.

With pencil and card in hand, the caller's 1L
conversation may proceed along these lines.

a. "Hello, our church is taking & religious
survey this afterncon. We have a card
with three or four questions, and we
would appreciate it if you could take
g minute to help us with it.”

b. "How many children below fourteen years
are in this family? And how many teen-agers?
Do they go to Sunday School regularly”
Which Sunday School?"

¢. "Where does the father of the family go to
church? Is he a rsgular member or does he
Just go once in a while?"”

d. "Where do you go to chureh? Are you a regular
membexr, or do you go once in a while? What
is your minister's name?"

6. ™"Fhat's the family name? The initials?
Oh, yes, those children and teens--what are
thelr ages?"”

Lvgerets How,™ op. eit., p. 22.

L1 ouis Henze, "A Word About Canvassing,"™ Manual of
Praotical Church Work, (New York: Lutheran Press, 19k3),

Pe .
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6. After obtaining the desired information, be sure
to thank the party.
7. Also write a full comment on the back of the card,
gilving an impression of the perty's relation to
the churoch.
Other suggestions which may be of help to youth are:
(1) It is better not to go into the house unless the weather
is bad or the person you are visiting insists on your coming
in., People are happy to coneclude business in a few minutes

at the door.15

(2) If the party asks, "Who wants to know?",
the canvasser may snswer this question with the remark;
"I'm taking a church census and am wondering if you would
help me.” (3) In cases of absolute refusal, the canvasser
will check the space provided on the card. (4) If a child
answers, the cenvasser should ask for the father or mother.
(5) If a family is not at home, the canvasser should not
seek information from a neighbor.16

Most of the above data can be gathered on this census
card (see page 27) which requires only oheckmarks:l7

After the leader has answered any questions posed by
the group, he may desire tc describe the program for the

afternoon. He should also remind the canvassers of the time

Lovgerets How," op. eit., p. 23.

16"A Guide To Canvassing," op. c¢it., p. 4

17Henze, op. eit., p. 57.
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ADDEESS

FAMILY NAME

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROSPECTS: HOW MANY? AGES?

TEEN-AGERS : HOW MANY? AGES?
{ { ¥ 1
Not at Home | . & § ; 'S
| s Bl9un il b gy
Veoant Bowse | %y 8 oF BEE| 3y 8 HE4E
i'59 | o vgiged 2o | g o9 a4
Refused 55 227958 %8 S2g3s:
fmAE (=T (B=" | == < SNip—
i i 4 ‘; |
i : ; A ¢ §
DENOMLINA TLON i M E N 1 WOMEN
Lutheran: é 5 ; ﬁ
--0ur Synod ¢ ; i ii
Lutheran § | i it g
~=0ther Synods | { i }3 :
: i ] i i
Baptist _ i { Ajg ;
| :, ¥ |
Catholio e | i i
i 1 i ¢ !
Congregational | ] % § i
Episcopal i ! i || i
Evangelical | f 1 )
T 1 : ¥
Jewish 4! ? ! H :
: { : ‘ ;
Methodlst 3. ? : ! {
i i g i : -
Presbyterian ! - § i | ;
1 1 5 ik ;
Other Seots: ; i t & '
| { i
4 T ) +
Canvassers:

{use other side for notations)
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by whiech they are to return to the church, regardless of
the number of calls which have not been made. The session
may then be terminated by a few inspirational words by the
pastor and a prayer for the guidance and blessing of God
upon this work. As the ocanvassers file out of church,
captains can hand out assignments and canvass cards.

When the canvassers return to the home base, they or
the captains are to give all cards to the person who is to

do the filing.l8

If time is available, the cards may be
sorted into piles marked for each major denomination and
for such categories as "combination'" (religiously divided
households), "miscellaneous" (denominations with no local
church), "no preference,"” and "declined to give intormatlon."19
Though sorting the cards may seem to be anti-elimactic, this
clerical work is most important. For a disordered mass of
census information needs to be changed into a clear guide
for action.<?

Members of the youth group who may not have desired to
participate in the census ocan render a valuable service to

their Lord and to thelr fellow Kingdom workers by preparing

18"A Guide To Canvassing," op. ¢it., p. 4.

lgSweazey, op. cit., p. 85.

20Ibid., p. 86
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and serving a lunch when the canvassers have returned.zl

Such a meal gives youth an opportunity to share thelr expe-
riences and enthusiasm so that the entire group becomes more
solidified and united in its cause. This setting will also
enable the group to exXpress thanksgiving to God and to make
petitions for His blessing upon its work in a brief worship
service,

Since a census ¢ard 1s not a mere card, but a representa-
tion of a person for whom Christ has died, much care needs
to be given to the oards.22 One person should assums respon-
sibility for the handling of the census cards and the struc-
ture and maintenance of a responsibility file. The appointment
of 2 "Soul Responsibility"™ secretary will help to emphasize
the sacred nature of this responsibility. Since cards are
often mislald or lost, it is desirable to arrange cards ian
duplicate. One scheme may use white and colored cards:
the white card is to be used by the callers, while the colored
card never is to be removed from the soul=-responsibility file.

All informition Bhould 6 inBluded ensboth saydss f itasds

21"A Guide To Canvassing," op. g¢it., p. 4.

22"Ghrist Is the Good News" (New York: The Board of
Social Missions, The United Lutheran Church in America,

0.1958)’ Pe JJ-l-o

23vgrrective Bibliecal EVangelism in the Local
Congregation," op. eit., pp. 5-0.
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may be filed alphabeticelly and clessified under such
headings as:

Good, (unchurched youth, youth who are new in the
comnunity)

Fair, (those who show little concern or interest in
the church)

Poor, (those who have repeatedly refused invitations

to attend gﬂurch or the youth fellowship
meetings).

Organizing The Program

Christien youth canvassers who have met and talked
to other yocuth not secquainted with Christ and His Church
will be moved to eot; for these youth have seen friends
and neighbors in the community who are in need of the
precious Gospel of Jesus Christ. Organizing a plan for
action is the primary purpose of the third organizational

meeting.
Counselors' briefing

Counselors will profit by holding a planning session
of their own. If possible, these leaders will need to meet

at least one week prior to the youth planning session. At

2
kSweazoy, op. eit., Dp. 86.
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least four adult counselors are needed. These could
include the regular youth counselors, the pastor, and
possibly a deacon or deacons. An important question which
needs to be considered by the adult leaders 1s, "How c¢an

we get the entire youth group involved in planning a visita-
tion program?™ Adult leaders can easily plan to impose a
course of action upon the youth group as an answer to the
problem. But this would be a mistake, for the democratiec
approach, though not the easiest, is by far the most
efficient method of group aotion.25 Efficiency does not
mean the saving of time and energy, but it means producing
the desired results--youth reaching youth for Christ. If
the democretic approach is chosen, it is vital thaet the
leaders agree upon a definite plan of aoction, and that they
feel secure in the plan which they adopt. Adult leaders
can also ald the total program by finding a means of making
a spirited announcement of the planning session to both
youth and adults of the oongregation.26 The leaders'
pledge to pray earnestly for the youth planning session

and the visitation program will prepare the way for the
next important step of the visitation program.

25par Roa, "We Plan Our Witness" (Minneapolis:
Evangelical Lutheran Church, n.d.), p. 1.

26rp14,, p. 1.
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Youths® planning session

Since ninety minutqg will probebly bs needed for this
sesslion, extended businéﬁs may well be elimineted from the
program, Moterlals needed for this session include a
blackboard, chalk, erasers, pencils, end paper. Chzirs may
be erranged in a semi-cirels, facing the blackboard.27

A good song leader and an inspirational song can give
the meeting a lively start. Such hymns as "Take My Life"™
and "I Love To Tell The Story" are appropriate for youth.

The devotionel leader mey briefly medltate upon Acts 1l:6-8
in the 1light of the imminent danger of a hydrogen bomb
attack upon our own cocuntry. He can show that even though
both the Lord's first disciples and we today have reason to
feer, it ie the power of the Holy Spirit which thrusts us
out intc the open tc live and give for Him. The Holy Spirit
is the motivating power which moves us to announce the for-
giveness of sine tco all we meet that they, toc, might have
life abundant here and life eternal hereafter. The devotion-
el leader can also ghow thet 1t is Christ's desire for us

to witness far Him "at Jerusalem" (at home) and untc "the
end of the earth," Each believer is to be a witness where

he is. "How?" This is what we want to answer together at
this time.28

271p1a., p. 2.

281b1d.. P 2.
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The leader may then ask the group to form groups of
six to "buzz"™ for three minutes on the subjeet, "What do
we want to acoomplish in this youth-to-youth visitation
program?" The object of this procedure is to "warm up"
the whole group to the process of sharing ideas effectlvely.
This also leads to an sgreement upon the gosl. After three
minutes have elapsed, one reporter from each buzz group is
to relate its findings es the leader notes them on the black-
board. Though there may be many varilations in the expression
of the goal or goals, a double purpose 1s often noted: (1)
To introduee our friends to Christ; and (2) Tc strengthea
our fTellowship in Christ. When the group's decisiocns have
been pointed up, @& second three-minute buzz session can
attempt to state the purpose of the visitation program in
& challenging thame.29 Adult counselors may help with suech
suggestions as "Won to Win," "Christien Youth Witness,"
"Shering Christ," ete.

After the group has decided upon a theme, the leader
mey divide the assembly into cells once agein. OChairs placed
in a circle ars essential, snd separate rooms are helpful.
Each e¢21)l needs: (1) An adult counselor; (2) A recorder who
will summarize findings for the entire group later; (3) An
awareness of the purpose of the discussion. Keeping the

group focused upon the poiut at issue is ons of the main

291pid., p. 2.
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regponsibilities of the counselor. He helps the group to
avold "batting the breeze"™ unproductively, and yet, he does
not intrude dictatorially and stifle free expression.Bo

The first gquestion which the cells will discuss ia;
"What are the basic elements of a youth-to-youth visitation
program? What do we need to put a planned program of youth
evangelism into actlion?" Although the leaders at their
briefing session declided upon several hasic elements essen-
tial to a youth visitation program, it is important for
youth to become involved in the planning of the program,
In addition, 1t is posslible for youth to suggest elements
which may have been overlooked previously. After fifteen
to twenty minutes have been alliowed Tor discussion, the
cells may be asked to report their Tfindings to the group.
The presiding leader is to jot down the most pertinent
decisicns and problems reported by each 0911.3l

In all probability, youth and adult counselors will
point to at least eight areas of responsibility essential
to a youth-to-youth visitation program., These are:
(1) worship, (2) program, (3) maps, (L) teams, (5) trans-
portation, (6) essignment cards, (7) publieity, (8) food.32

301pida., p. 2.

3l1pid., ps 5e

32y terials printed by Steering Committee of the
Orlando, Florida, City-Wide Christian Youth Mission, 1958,
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The next buzz session will center upon the problem

of putting each of these areas of responsibility into aetilon.

Bach ocell is essigned an area of responsibility and is asked
to discuss and propose possible plans of astion. Problems
which will require the cooperaticn of the sntire group also
are to be pointed up. If the group and the aumber of calls
to be made are not lerge, some of these areas of responsi-
bility may be combined.

Cell X: Prospect Cards. Do we have an aocurate, useful

iiet of all our prospects? Have wo gheoiked all possibilities?

How many prospects are on the lists? Are the names in
duplicete? How will these gards be assigned to visitors®

Cell TI: Teams. Who should be teamed with whem? Who

are the moat experienced youth visiltors? Should close
friends be teamed together? Whe will make the Tinal
decision in setting up teams? How muny teams will there
be?

Cell IIT: Worship. Who will lead the worship? How

often will we want t©c have devotions? Do we want (o meke
preyer a part of every activity? What varieties of prayer
can we use?33 How can we remember to pray daily for ouxr
leaders, lapsed members, unchurched friends, and sach other?

Would it help to ask the entlre congregation (o pray for our

33308., op. _0___1_-_20. Pe 5
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visitation program? Cen prayer groups meet on the day of
visitation? How can we encourage the use of prayer lists?
W1ill we want to elimax our visitation program with a special
worshlp service? Could we invite a guest minister for a
youth rally”?

Cell IV: Program. Can we have a speclal "Friendship

=

ight"? What kind of a progream would be appropriate? What

(4]
o}
-t
ct

of recreation would the group enjoy? In what othex
woys can we intrcduce new youti to our youth fellowship?

Cell V: Maps. Where can we Obilaln enough maps fox

each team? Or willl we need to drsw our own eps? How many
mars will be needed? How can the meps be mericed most clearly?

Cell VI: Trensportation. How meny cars will be needed?

e

Whe will drive the c¢ars? Shouwlé the driving be done by
adults only? Can we invite parents to help provide the
3h

trenspovytation?

Cell VIi: Publicity. How cen we best publicize the

visitation progrem? Is i% possible to use the chureh bulletin,
newspaper articles, posters, letvers, and the telephonse?
Te it bpetter to do a Tew of these well than meny of them
pooriy? VWhich ones?

Call VIIX: Yoecd. Is it possivle for us TO prepare

mesals for the youth visitorst If so, how cften will we

Mhavotides Bo this
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want to serve food? Who can help prepare the foocd? Who
should pay for the meals?

After the cells have had sufficient time to discuss
these toples, the leader may ask for a report of the indi-
vidual cells. These reports will no doubt suggest several
courses of action which can then be discussed. Problems
which confront the entire group may also reoeive attention
at this time, When the chief areas of responsibility have
been outlined by the group, the leader may ask for volun-
teers who will heammer these suggestions into a realistie
plan of action.

If possible, it is advantageous for this "Steering
Committee™ to meet during the same evening, since the
members will still be "warmed up." This committee is re-
sponsible for: (1) Accepting wvolunteers for the chairmanship
of each area of responsibility; (2) Placing a suffiecient
number of members on the standing committee; (3) Preparing
a timing chart for the visitation program; (4) Electing a
cheirman for the visitation program from among the youth;
(5) Recommending a budget for the program.35 In some
instances, the group may desire to seek financial assistance.

Another item that needs to be decided at this planning

session is the date of the visitation program. Is it more

I

35Ibid., p. 6.
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advantageous to make calls in the evening during the
week or on the weekend? Or, does the group want to make
calls on Saturday and Sunday afternoons? Consideration
should be given to the time of year, the program of the
church, and to events in the local high schools. To avoid
confusion and delay, prior consideration will have been
given to this point by the adult leaders. The date which
is selected should provide at least three weeks for
preparation.

At this point, the leader may pose one final question,
"Who will go and tell?” Previous to this, the adult leaders
should have discussed the relatlive merits of asking for
volunteers or enlisting the services of the most gualified
youth, A few words in reference to the use of volunteers
versus enlisted laymen may be in order. Though many good
points can be cited in favor of each approach, the structure
of this visitation program hardly permits any restriction of
youth who desire to serve. For a democratic approach within
a Christian group seeks the participation of each and every
member. In addition to this point, the suecesses of lay
visitors who had been deseribed to be "unqualified and un-
desirable" shows the fallibility of human judgment. A
number of evangelists prefer the voluntary method. Robert
F. Jones states that "Experience has suggested that volun-
teers be used. It has been found that young people who are

not deeply serilous about the project usually do not volunteer
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to be a vislitor.m A, C., Archibald writes,

I believe in the voluntary method of securing

our workers. I have tried the method of selec~
tion, but have always found the voluntary system
more fruitful. No leader can know who is ocapable
of doing this work. Culture, social position, and
facili§¥ of speech are no guarantee of effective-
ness."

Even though one presupposes that every member of the group
will volunteer his sexviece, it is helpful to allow youth to
sign a card pledging their intent to attend a training
session for youth visitors. An example of such a card is

38

shown here:

YOUTH PARTICIPATION PLEDGE
I agree to participate in the program of Youth-
to~Youth Evangelism.

I will attend the Tralning Classes, unless prevented
by c¢ir cumstances beyond my control.

I am willing to help wherever needed in this program
either by calling or some other assignment.

Naiae

Address

3§Robert Jones, "That They May Know" (Richmond: Depart-
ment of Youth Work, Presbyterian Churech, U.S., 1950), p.l12.

37Arthur Archibald, New Testament Evangelism (Chicago:
The Judson Press, 1946), p. 82.

38"Ybuth Participation Pledge" card (Richmond: Office
of Youth Work, Presbyterian Church, U.S., n.d.).
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After the young people have made their pledge, the
group can then decide upon a date for the first training

session.




CHAPTER IV
TRAINING THE VISITORS
Importance of Training

Charles Templeton states that "it is impossible to

overstress the lmportance of proper training for those who
1

are tc engage in visitation evangelism.” Of course, there

is the danger of stressing "technique beyond its due impor-
tance."2 And yet, it is recognized that success in visit-
aticn evangelism 1s not the result of a hit or miss procedure.

It is the result of well-planned and well-executed methods of

3 Sweazey notes that,

training and visitation.
The use of improperly trained visitors is one of
the most common, and most disastrous short cuts.,
Training is essentlal for even the 'greatest!
saint in the church will make his full share of
the famliliar nmistakes. The most experienced
caller will continue to omlt many of the things he
should be doing until these are shown to him, &

The same writer points out that, "There are matters of
common sense which are obvious only after they have been

pointed out."5 Bryon Green doubts whether "satisfactory

loharies Templeton Rvggo;m for Tomorrow (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 19575- P .

2carl Streufert, "Personal Evangelism” (unpublished
S.T.M, thesis, Pritzlaff Library, Concordia Seminary, St.

Louis, 1951). p. 880 c
3pawson Br Bui Shuzoh Menb hi 1;50?53
gzgggalism.(Nasg:gil;?-%%%gﬁhon e85, Iafgl. Pe .
kgeorge Sweazey ctive Evangelism (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1§5§§§”§%L138.

5Ibid., p. 109.
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attention has been pald to this question of training ldymon
for Christian'witness."6 He cites the example of the Commu-
nist party, which puts in the "forefront of their policy the
training of their members, The new recruit must undergo at
least & nine-months' weekly course of disciplined instruc-
tion."7 Dawson Bryon notes that Christ Himself took three

years to train the twelve disoiples.8
Aim of Training

The aim of the training session is not to make every
caller a copy of the teacher. He can show what 1is to be
sald, but he cannot show how toc say it. The caller must
put his free, spontaneous personality into the call. This
will be stifled by any "canned oall."9 The one aim of the
training session is to present an outline of the essential
steps of an evangelistic c¢all. A knowledge of the essentials
of a call will enable the caller to visit more confidently

and more efficiently.

6
Bryan Green, The Practice of Evangelism (New York:
Charles Scribner's Som, 1955), P« 247.

71vid.

8Da;wson Bryan, A Workable Plan of Evangelism (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1945), Pe 70.

9Sweazey. op. ¢it., Dp. 110.
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The Training Session

After the training session has begun with worship;
the adult leader is able quickly to point up the necessity
of training by asking a few pertinent questions. He may
ask, "If you were talking to an unchurched youth tonight;
how would you find out if‘he iz a Christian? How would
you witness to him? And-ﬁhat is witness?™ The necessity
of knowing the answers to such questions will move youth

to pay strict attentlon to the leader.
What 1s witnessing?

Oneg of the first questions which needs to be answered
is, "What is the aim of your visit?" "Yes, to witness.
But what is wiltnessing?" The leader may give youth an
opportunity to find an anawer to this question. What youth
omit or fail to understand can then be supplied by the
leader. The basic components of the Christian's witness
may be deseribed in several ways. Arthur Vincent describes
witness as "a total process involving being, doing,and
sayinz."® Belng is heving the life of God in and through
faith in JTesus Christ as Savior. Doing is exhibiting and
putting this life of God intc aoction in one's daily life.
Saying is speaking and testifylng of the meaning of Christ's

loAxthur Vincent (unpublished class notes taken from
lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in possession
of mitezf) »
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death upon the cross to another. The Christian witness is
complete only when one speaks of the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. ZFor 1t is through the Word that the Holy
Spirit has "opportunity to make Jesus mean to others what
He alreedy means to the witness."ll Richard Caemmerer
deseribes the mechanisms of the Christian witness in terms
of life, love, and speech, ILife is "the exercise of God

12 Love is described

and Hie Spirit in thse heart of man."
ae "the demonstration of Life and, therefore, of the power
of God in Christ in the heart of him who loves. Love is
the will to help a person in need even when he is hostile
or distesteful, at the sacrifice of self."13 Speech is
thought of as the message of repentance and remission of
sins irn the neme of Jesus., This message is essential,

for "to witness, the Christien nust ultimately talk about

14 The same writer

Jesus Christ as Redeemer of the world.”
notes thet none of these elements can exist independently

of the other. "Love and speech must emerge from Life; the
speech must be in love; without Life and love the speech 1is

hypoerisy; without the speech the meaning and purpose of Life

Ll1pia.

lzRichard Ceemmerer (unpublished class notss taken
from lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1953, in
possession of writer).

131p14,
htpi4.
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and love do not reach the next 1ndividual."l5 Either of
these two approaches will enable youth to visualize the

basie elements and goals of the Christiant's witness.

ations of a visitor

D
=
et
pto
.
Q

A second question which may be appropriately discussed
at this time is, "What kind of a person will be an effec-
tive witness? TIf youth mention a variety of personality
characteristics as marks of an effective witness, one may
agree that these traits are helpful in witnessing. But
which gualification is the most important to a Christian
witness? Theodore Taedeke declares that "to be filled with
the Spirit 1s the foremost quality of the Christian witness.“16
This speaker cited the presence of the Holy Spiritv as that
which made the difference in Peter's behavior at Christ's
trial and his mighty proclamation of the Gospel on Pentecost.
A Christian 1is to desire such fruits of the Spixrit as: (1)
a frequent use of the Word and Sacrament, (2) a deep prayer
life, (3) a sense of humility, (4) Jjoy in service, (5) a life
gonsecrated to God, (6) a passion for souls, (7) an enthusiasm

for the work of evangelism, (8) a love for Ghrist.l7 Barl
Schmiesing edds thet the qualities of "a convietion of

51pia.

16qmeodore Raedeke (uapublished class notes taksn
from leeture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in

possession of writer).

171bia.
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truth, a Christian life, persistency, and tactfulness are
important to the Christian witness."l8 Though no Christian
possesses as meny of these tralts as he desires, every

Christisn witness needs the Spirit of God.
Important steps of an evangelistic call

At this time, the leader may desire to direct the
groupts attention to the visit itself. Here ars some
suggestions for deseribing the important steps of a call.

A. Prayer. "IT the church 1s to move forward, it is
to move forward on its knees."lg Besic to the youth wvisita-
tion program, too, is prayer. Prayer is to saturate the

entire lives of the youth, and it may serve a four-fold use

for the youth visitors:zo

l. The worker prays that God would kéep him alert
and sympathetic to the needs and problems of
those with whom he comes into contact;

2. The worker raises a prayer that God would
accompany the words which he speaks during the
conversation;

3., After the visit, the caller prays that the Word
spoken to the person visited will not lie on
fallow ground, but that it will take root accord-
ing to the promisse of God;

18gar1 Schmiesing, "The Approach to the Unchurched"
{unpublished B.D. thesis, Pritzlaff Library, Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, 1946), p. 32.

19Raedeke, op. cit.

2OStreurert, op. eit., pp. 55-56.
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L The celler also speaks a prayer of thanks-
giving to God for permitting him to bring the
Good News to another.

B. Before Knocking. First, you will be assigned a

partner. When Christ sent out His seventy disciples to
witness, He sent them out in pairs. In general, visiting
two-by-two is s8till the best way. The sharing of respon-
8ibility gilves confidence to the visitors. They can also
help each other in the conversation and combine their
thinking. Two young people will make a better impression
in & home than one, while three may seem to exert preasure.21
After loceting the friend's home, the most important
thing to do is to pray. Pray in your car or at the door.
You may forget some of the instructions, but remember this
first step, "Don't forget to pray.™ Pray for yourselves:
"Father, help us to be good witnesses." Pray for others:
"Father, open their hearts and minds to see christ.."z2
Before entering the home, decide who is to take the
lead in the conversation. One person may decide to make
the introductions at the door, while the other can lead the

conversation after entering the home. If someone tries to

start a conversation with the one who is not to lead, he may

21"Instruotions for Youth Visitors™" (Minneapolis:
Luther League Federation, n.d.), p. 2

22chard Ellis, Evangelism For Teen-Agers (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1958), Do 4.
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answer with only a courteous "Yes" or "No" in order that
everyone's attention may foscus on one oonversation.23

Be sure to know the first and last names of the
prospect. A quick review of the prospect's past relation~
ship with the cuurch, hls spproximete age, his school grade,
and other information will be of help in later conversation.24
After the card has been reviewed, it is best to place the

25

card out of sight,

C. At The Door. The conversation at the door is
important. If the person whom you want to visit comes to
the door first, a conversation something like this might
follow:; "Hello Bob; we are from the youth fellowship of

Lutheran Church., liay we come in and talk

to you for a couple of minutes?” If someone else in the
family opens the door, the conversatlon might begin like
this: "Hello Mrs. Smith; we are from the youth fellowship

of the Lutheran Church. Is Bob home?" If

he is not there, you may ask when he will be home and arrange

to come again., If the people have guests, or if they are

23Robert Jones, "That They May Know" (Richmond: John
Knox Press, 1950), p. 32.

24"Ghrist is the Good News" (New York: The Board of
Social Missions, The United Lutheran Church in America,

¢.1958), p. 1lk.

25"Visit1ng For Commitment" (New York: Division of
Evangelism, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., n.d.), . 3.
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going out, do not stay, but set a time for a second visit.26

Ds Inside The Home. Once in the home, the first thing

to do is te try to "break the ice"™ by talking easily and
naturally. You may do this by talking about that whieh you
have in common or about a subject near at hand., Your friendts
school, his work, any obvious hobbiss, his brothers and sis-
ters are all good lecad-off topies., Talking about a common
subjeet wlll enable both you and your friend to relax and
enjoy the call. This will also prepare the way for a more
serious note later in the conversation, Try to talk in an
atmosphere that is free from distraction. Don't try to ocom=-
pete with the radio or TV or with a ocrowd. If conditions are
not favorabdle, you can try to get the radio or TV turned off
by lowering your voice so that you cannot be heard. Or you

2.
can ask to talk in another room. /

E. Stating the Purpose. After a fairly comfortable

relationship has been established between you and your
friend, it is important to tell him why you have come.
Since you can't afford to talk about the weather all

evening, be sure to come to the purpose of the visit rather

26Jones, Cpe Git.; Pe 31l.

27Edward Ziegler, "Sharing Christ With Other Youth"
(Elgin, Illinois: Church of the Brethren, n.d.), pe 2l.
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early in the visit. 7You may explain that "this week a

number of youth from our church are e¢alling on friends to
talk to them about the Christian faith and 11re."28 Such
a statement as this will prepare the way for the main pur-

pose of the visit.

¥, Inguiriag. At this point, it is important to dis~-
cover your Ifriendt's present relationship and attitude toward
the church. This is important, for "People are first of all
interested in themselves., 'They are preoccupied with their
own comfort, health, problems, and needs. If we are to
reach them we need to get thelr point of view. In addition,
people are impressed wlith the person who has teken the
trouble to find out his experiences and tastes."29 You
may prepare for finding out your friend's attlitude and rela-
tion to the church by briefly telling what the church means
to you. You can talk about the blessings which have come
tc you through the church, such as the blessings of meeting
other fine young Christiens, of studying the Bible with
other young people, of worshipping with your friends. And
then you may ask your friend about his relation and attitude
towards the church by saying, "Bill, you, no doubt, have

zgﬁaterials printed by Steering Committee of the Orlando
Florida, City-Wide Christian Youth Mission, 1958.

2931dney Powell, Where Are The People? (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1942), p. 160,
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gons to church and have participated in church activities.
Would you share with us what your experience with the church
has been?"3° By asking this question, you are giving your
friend an oprortunity to tell you how he feals toward the
church. His answer to this question may enable you to
determine whether his attitude toward the church is negative,
apathetic, or positive. You may also learn if he is attend-
ing any church or if he has attended a church, If this ques-
tion is asked in a genuinely sincere manner, your friend will

be happy to relate his experiences with the church.

G. The Message. After your friend has indicated his

feelings and relatlonship with the churc¢h, you are ready

to come to the heart of the visit. For speaking only about
the church is not witnessing. Talking about the church and
not about Christ is witnessing to a "headless wondar."Bl
The message of the visitor is not the church, but it is the
peraon of Jesus Christ. The person and work of Jesus Christ
is the essential message of your visit. One possible approach
t0 speaking this messege is to tell your friend what Christ

means to you personelly. Nc one can tell you how to tell

another what Christ means to you. But you can testify of

30y aterials from the Orlando, Florida, City-Wide
Christian Youth Mission, op. cit.

3171.!106!1‘(’.. 22- _Q_j_-_t:o
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the joys and bleesings of faith in Christ without any fear.
For it is impossible to refute or contradict personal testi-
mony. Telling scmeone else what Christ has done for you
and whet He means to you is "inside informstion,"™ unique to

you. A radiant testimony cannot be reruted.32

In addition,
you have the assurance that the Holy Spirit has opportunity
of working through your testimocny. After you heve personally
testified of your relation to Christ, you have paved the way
for your friend tc think about his relation to Christ. You
nay leed bhim to express his feelings toward Christ by asking
him, "Bill, would you share with us what Christ means to

32

you? ¥ This is personal, but the success of your visit
depends on gulding your friend to speak aboul his relation
to Christ, If your friend expresses a negative attitude
about his relation te Christ, you may through a sympathetic
attitude find out why he feels as he does. Does your friend
react negatively to Christ because of some unhappy relation-
ship with people in the echurch? Or, what other block is
standing between him and Christ? If your friend relates

his source of difficulty, you may tell him that you under-

stand the situation. And then you may talk once more about

325,ville Welters, You Can Win Others (Winone Lake,
Indiana: Light end Life Press, 1951), p. 42.

33Mator1als from the Orlando, Florida, City-Wide
Christiaen Youth Mission, op. git.
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the blessings which Christ offers. After talking about
the blessings available through faith in Christ Jesus, you
may ask your friend, "Bill, would you like to receive these

blessings of Christ?" If your friend shows some hesitation,

~

LT he indicates that he may consider the person of Christ

=

n his life, or if he says that he desires to be a believer

[~

n Christ, you are ready for the pext step. If your friend
indicates & negative response, you may then find some help

by looking at the section erntitled "Excuses.®

H. Commitment, The many discussions regarding the place

of decision in the work of evangelism seem to warrant inter-
rupting with a few observatlions regarding the place of deci-
sion in wvisitation evangelism. The charge 1s sometimes made
that "evangelistic appeals, inasmuch as they ecall upon the
sinner to do something which he cannot do, are contrary to
the spirit of true Lutheranism."jh Carlson notes that tha
"basie Lutheran theological conceptions prevent us from using
the idea of a deeisicn day. For 'men do not decids by their
own reason or strengﬁh' to accept Christ; 'they are called
by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel.!">?

In defense of the first objeetion, the writer replies

Mggitorial in Today, III (May, 1948), pp. 16-17.

350gcar Carlson, The Church's Singular ggsk
(Philadelphia: Muhleﬁberg Press, 1950), Ds 80.
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that,

When Paul commnded the Jailer of Philippi,
'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shelt be saved,’ . + « he was asking the Jjailer
to do something, which, as far as his natural
powers were concerned, he was utterly unable to
do; but the invitation itself, being a part of
Ged's gracious Gospel revelation, carried with
it the power to do the thing commanded.

Carlsen sees decision in the same 1light when he writes that,

To discharge our singular task of bringing people

to newness of life in Christ, we need to develop the
art of setting up *the confrontation' when people

to whom we have witnessed and whose interest we have
cultivated will be 9rompted to say, 'Yes, I belleve,
help my unbelief, '3

In this writer's Jjudgment, giving one who has been confronted
with the Gospel an opportunity to express his response to
Christ is seriptural and evangelical. He also believes

that laymen should be trained to expect such a response.38

Werner Elert in Christliche Glaube expresses the same thoughts

when he speaks of the Gospel in terms of report and address.
He states that a mere historical deseription of Jesus Christ
as Son of God may cause & hearer not to apply the truth to
himself. The hortatory content of the Apostolic proclama-
tion adds something to the report~-it gives significance to
the message by alerting the hearer to the need to react to

that which is heard. Asking the hearer to make a decision

36gaitorial in Today, op. cit.

37Garlsen, op. eit., p. 86.

381pia., p. 87.
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is leading him to recognize his own personal 1nvalvement.39

Elmer Homrighausen writes in his study of decision and
commitment in Christian personality that "A traditionally
comd itioned person, or one who merely assents to theologiecal
creeds, needs something more--~he needs personal commitment

to Christ."ho

The writer of this paper shares the position
that it is necessary and helpful for one who has been motivated
by the power of the Holy Spirit to express his reaction to
the Gospel of Christ.

It is recognized that "most of those outside the church
today are not able to make an intelligent decision for Christ
Jesus. For many of those outside the church know little of

nhd The consensus of opinion among several

what they are doing.
writers in the field of youth evangelism seems to indicate
that youth shoula not be expected to bring others to a

final decision to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

One writer notes that "lMany young people do not yet have
sufficient spiritual experience nor knowledge of the Bible
and Christian beliefs to answer questions which may naturally

arise, or to lead another young person to an intelligent and

finel decision.*®

39Herber'b Bouman, (unpubl:lshed class notes taken from
lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in possession
of writexh

LOE1mer Homrighausen, Choose Ye This Day (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 19437, p. 17.

blsweazey, op. eit., p. 18k.
42Jones, ap. ait., p. 27,
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Although the conflict between attaching value to a
decision and being aware of the difficulties encountered in
seeking a decision is recognized, a possible solution to
this dilemma may lie in a statement known as "Declaration
of Irn:eni‘.."i'L3 The signif'icance of this declaration is to
declare one?s intent to be a follower of Jesus Christ. The
next step presupposed for one who has expressed a desire
to be & follower of Jesus Christ is to attend a youth mem~
bership class in order to study the cardinal tenets of the
Christian faith for the purpose of learning to know Christ
as Savior. This declaration enables youth visitors to seek
2 decision which is within the capacity of the unchurched
youth.

Since the plsce of decision has been defined, the
discussion will now return to the training session. If
the friend acknowledges a faith in Christ or expresses an
interest in learning to know Christ, you may at this time
prepare to show him a card entitled, "Declaration of Intent.”
This card need only state:hh

DECILARATION OF INTENT

I desire to be a follower of Jesus Christ. As expressions
of this desire:

I will attend the Church Membership Class.
I will be an active member of the youth fellowship.

(Name )

b31nia.

blhwgegord of Purpose" card, (Atlanta, Ga.: Division of
Evangelism, Presbyterian Church in the U.S., n.d.).
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You may hand this card to your friend and say, "Bill, is
this what you mean to say?" If he agrees, give him a pencil,
asking him to record his name.

In addition to seeking a "Declaration of Intent,”™ you
can also speak about opportunities for Christian fellowship.
A special "Friendship Night" may be planned as part of the
youth visitation program. One can talk about this as a get-
acguainted night when it will be easy to meet many other
young Christians. You are to invite unchurched youth to
this activity and arrange to pick them up at a specific time.
If a special felliowship hour has not been planned, you may
invite prospects to the youth Bible Class and the Sunday
worship service. A lively Bible Class adapted to the
needs of youth is an excellent opportunity for new friends
to be introduced to the youth group and the church. Regard-
less of the nature of the function planned to introduce new
youth to the youth fellowship and church, youth visitors are

to be sure to secure a definite answer to their invitation.hs

I. Excuses. Youth will profit by being alerted to
the difficulties, excuses, and refusals which may be en-
countered. The leader may challenge youth by asking the
youth to cite some of the possible objections. He may also

desire to ask, "How can one best handle these excuses and

L5wyouth Share Their Faith" (Elgin, Illinois: Chureh
of the Brethren, c.1958), p. 20.
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objections®®

When several suggestions have been offered, the leader
may offer this advice: (1) It is a mistake to spend too much
time with the excuses young people give, for the excuses are
often not the real reason for the objection. (2) When an
objection comes, do not rush to answer too soon. Let the
person talk and encourage him to continue to talk by listen-

L6 (3) Seize upon the excuse as an

ing sympathetically.
opportunity to find out more about your friend's position.
Knowing more about the problem will help you in dealing with
your friend's problem.l"7 (4) Be sure not to argue or try

to argue anyone into your point of view. Luther said, "Since
we ourselves have not become believers as a result of rational
argument, we ought not to expect to persuade other men by
lengthy and learned disputations., In that way little can be
accomplished."hs (5) Pray for him as he talks. Pray that

k9 (6) In general, you may rely

et

God's Spirlt would lead you.
upon one of three strategies for handling objections:
You may ignore the objection by not taking time out to answer

46Vincent, op. cit.
k7wghrist Is the Good News,™ op. cit., p. 39.

h851egbert Becker, "Luther's Apologetics," Concordia
Theological Monthly, XXIX (October, 1958), 747

b9vincent, op. cit.

5071p14,
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the excuse. "Aside from this point, do you have any real
reason for not accepting Christ as your Savior?", "I don't
know the answer to that, but I do know this," or "But this
is what God says about you and me" are possible ways of
ignoring the objection; (b) You may express an understand-
ing of your friend's problem by restating the excuse as ycu
understood it. This will sometimes show the foolishness

of the excuse, or it will show that you understand your
friend; (e¢) You may side-~step the objection with a "yes. .
but” technique. "I can't answer that point now, but I'll
find out for you," "I can see how you feel that way, but
have you ever thought of this," "What you and I think is
not too important, but what God thinks is important" are
possible answers. (7) You may give a direct answer to

the best of your ability directed by the Spirit of God.

You may answer from common sense, with what you have seen
and heard and experienced, with examples from lives of other
Christians you know, or you may answer for God and from God
by using Bible stories or Bible passages.sl Sometimes,
excuses may be & genuine barrier, and answering these objec-

2
tions in a simple, direct way is often a help.5

#l1pia.
52

Jones, OD- cito’ De 33.
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J. The Close. After a declaration has been obtained,
or after your friend has shown that he is not ready for a
declaration of any type, then begin to leave:. If a decision
of any type is made, speaking a short prayer is most appro-
priate. Also thank your friend and all who are in the home
for the time and opportunity to visit with them. Be sure
to leave in & friendly atmosphere, so that the door is kept
open for a future calls. If your friend has refused your
invitetions; let him know that the blessings of Christ and
the fellowship of the youth group is waiting for him, and
that you will be happy to see him at any time.53 As you
leave, rejoice that God has given you this opportunity to

speak of the Gaspel of Christ.

53¢. A. Waech, "How to Witness" (St. Louis: Board for
Missions, neGaej,pe 7»
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CHAPTER V
MAXING THE VISIT
Schedules

The heart of a youth-to-youth visitation program
used by many churches 1s a weekend devoted entirely to
youth evangelism.l However, other schedules may be
chosen as the most appropriate time for the visitation

program.

Weekend schedule2

Friday
4:00 P.M. training session
5:30 fellowship supper
6:00 assignment of calls
6: 30 brief devoticnal talk
7:00 visitation
9:00 sharing period
9:30 worship
or
7:30 training session
Saturday
8:30 A.M. briefing
8:45 devotion

lhoward E1lis, Evangelism For Teen-Agers (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 19587, D A&e

2uaterials printed by Steering Committee of the Orlando,
Florida, City-Wide Christian Youth lission, 1958.
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Saturday (continued)
9:00 A.M. visitation
12:00 sharing period
12:30 Palie lunch
1:30 briefing
2:00 visitation
5:00 sharing period
7:30 fellowship
Sunday
9:30 A.M. youth Bible Class
10:30 worship
1:30 Pells visitation
4:30 sharing period
5:00 fellowship supper
6:00 youth rally
Evening Schedule3
5:30 P.M. Tellowship supper
6:00 briefing
6:30 assignment of calls
6:45 devotion
7:00 visitation
9:00 sharing period
9:130 worship

3"Eanual for Preaching Teaching Reaching Mission™
(St. louls: Evangelism Department, The Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod), p. 6.
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Sunday Afternoon Schedulek

9:30 A.M. youth Bible Class
10:30 worship

1:30 P.M. briefing

2:00 visitaticn

5:00 shering period

5: 30 fellowship supper
6:30 youth rally

One may notice that the weekend schedule makes provision
Tfor a second intensive tralning session. This sscond train-
ing session is important, and one who uses another schedule

will probably desire to hold a second training session.
Second Training Session

The basic elements of making a call have been
covered during the Tirst training session. Questions which
were unanswered at that time or which have arisen during the
interim can be answered in deteil &t this second session.
Eliis notes that there are three basic ways of learning

5 (1) from listening or reading, (2) from

how to witness:
what one sees others do, (3) from what one does himself.

During the first session, youth listened and read., Now,

kngerets How"” (Nashville: The Methodist Publishing
House, 1949), p. R6.

SHoward Ellis, op. cit., p. 76.
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youth are ready to learn by watching others in what may be
called dramatization or role playing. Role playing helps
one to step into another persocn's situation, and it allows
the entire group to take part in the solving of problems
that arise in visitation evangelism. The purpose of role
rlaying is to make a situation, idea, or problem seem real.
The situation or problem then becomes esasier for one to
understand and disouss.6 Although role playing is not a
megle formula, many testify of its usefulness. Donald
Deffner cites role playing es the technique which was to a
large degree responsible for creating a new interest in

7 Ellis values role play-

8

evangelism among his young adulis.

ing as sometiing like the rehearsal of a play.

Role playing

Here are some suggestions for the use of role playing
as a discussion stimulator end problem-solving gulde. One
caution:9 Don't use role prlaying to parody a situation.
There is no need to show folks what NOT to do. The effective
unrehearsed drama searches for a reel soluticn to a real

problem people are facing 1n their lives.

61pid., p. 82.

7Donald Deffner, "Teaching Young Folks How to Witness®
Today, V (October, 1950), 11-15.

881115, op. cite, Ds 77+

9Tbia., p. 83.
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Select your problem. Let suggestions of problems
come from the group and list them on a blackboard.
You may choose the problem that the youth are most
interested in., Be sure that it is a realistie
problem.10

Set your stage. Let your group work out a

specific real life situetion which will illustrate
the problem. Let them determine the reactions of
the youth who is visited., What are his attitudes
and what kind of a personality should he have?

What are his chief objections? What outcome

will the visitors seek? What commitment should

the visitors try for in this case? Another approach
is to provide a role for a mother or father, or both.
Decide how many people arc needsd to aet out the
roles. Five should be the maximum numbei--two
visitors, the prospecet, and the perents. 1

Assign observers for sach rele. An observer
watching one particular person may be able to
perceive more of what is happening than if he were
wateching the entire scene. If the group is large,
you mey divide the group iunte "buzz groups" of
five and igk a member of each cell to serve as an
observer .=~

Ineet tvhe situation. Assign specific names--other
than real names of the actors--to each player.
Bucourage each person to express the attitudes
whieh the group assigns to each player. Let the
drams go on until the basic trend of the interview
is worked out and the relationships and probable
cutcomes are esteblished. Usuelly five or ten
minutes are enough.l3

Get the reactions of your cast. Let each person
tell how he feels being in the other person's
shoes. Relating how one feels in a certain situa-
tion provides veluable_insight for others into the
nature of the problem.

101pid., p. 83.

11
12

lbid.

Ibid.
131pid., p. 8k.

h1pia.
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(6) Get the reactions of your observers and let then
evaluate this experience. If the goal of the
callers was reached, how did this happen? What
steps did they follow? These points may be listed
on the blackboard and discussed. If the objective
was not reached, what mistekes were mads? Other
guestions for discussion are: "What suggestions
for improving the action can be made? What would
be the probable long-range outcome of their acection?
What points did the actors handle well? What mis-
takes or omissions did they make?nl5

Though it is not easy to guide the learning of witnessing,

the leader who is interested 1n adequate preparation of youth

visitors may find much help in the use of role playing.

Lxcuse Clinie

Though the subject of excuées was treated in the
first training session, the leader may feel a need for giving
more attention to this area. 3uggestions for possible excuses
and objections from the group may indicate difficulties
which are being anticipated by youth. Or, the group may
be cliailengesd to answer specific excuses posed by the leader.
Role play.ng may be used at this point with profit. In addi-
tion, outlining tue baslc approazches to the handling of
excuses and objections (dlscussed in a previcus section) on

a blackboerd can aid the learning process considerably.
Making The Visit

On the morning, afteruoon, or evening of the visitation,

attention can be given to five factors essential to a visitation

15

Ibid.
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program.

Inspiration. Inspiration supplied by the leader imme-

diately before the visit will mean much to youth. Belleving
that the most powerful motivator is the power of the Holy
Spirit, the source of inspiration is the Word of God. A
pertinent portion of Seripture, such as Luke 15:3-10, and a
brief meditation based upon the Word can remind youth that
the work of evanzelism 1s the work of Christ. One may also
point out that the opportunity to bring a lost soul to

Christ is an exhilerating experience for any Ghristian.l6

Education. A brief review of what the visitors are to
do is appropriate at this time. I the majority of the
callers have attended the training sessions faithfully, the
leader may not desire to describe the essentlal steps of a
visit, On the other hand, he may feel that a brief review

17

of the fundamentals may profit.

Assignments. Lists of teams, arrangement of prospect
cards, & sufficient number of maps, transportation arrange-
ments, will need to be taken care of previously. If these

details have been worked out carefully, the assignment of

léGuido Merkens, Organized for Action (St. Louils:
Concordia Publishing House, 1959), p. 6l.

l7Ib1d.
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teams and distribution of prospect cards can proceed
smoothly. The leader will need the cooperation of the

group in order to carry out this task efficiently.l8

Prayer. A brief meditation concluded by the Benediction
19

may well serve as a springboard for the visitation.

Sharing Period, It is best to make provision for one

person to handle the incoming cards and to compile an over-
all report as quickly as possible. After the group has re-
assembled, the leader may ask for individuals to share any
unusual or execiting experiences. TYouth are eager to relate
their experiences to others. Such experiences will edify

the group and help to buoy up any member who may have suffered
a bit of discourasgement during the visitation. If the leaderx
is able tc elimax this sharing period with a report of the
number of people visited, the number of prospects obtained,
the number of youth who indicated a preference for the

Lutheran Church, the number of youth who made a "Declaration

ol I el A T o

of Intent," youth will be spurred on to greater heights of

attainment for their Lord.

187144,

lgRoy Moeller . (unpublished class notes taken from
lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in possession
of writer).
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new members to feel left out in a group which is c¢lannish.
"Unless a new member of the Youth Fellowship becomes active
in some way within thirty to sixty days after coming into
the group, the fire and enthusiessm which has been generated
will soon die out."5
Evangelistic leaders often note that there are "too
many holes in the sack."6 Some churches reportedly lose
nearly LO% of the converts after seven years. Sweazey reports
that one out of two converts is lost.7 Although no figures
are available to show the number of youth lost in the Lutheran
Church~-Missouri Synod, statisties show that 65,000 adults
were gained by this Church in 1957, but that 47,000 were

dropped from the Church membership lists.8

Integrating Youth

Integration of new members in the youth fellowship does
not depend upon human strength and resources alone. But the

Means of Grace are the vehicles through wihich the Holy

>Ibid.

6Arthur Vincent. (unpublished class notes taken from

lecture at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1959, in possession
of writer).

7
George Sweazey, Effective Evangelism (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1953), p. 2006,

8Vincent., op. eit.
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Spirit strengthens the bonds of fellowship. This is
shown by the example of the Christians who were converted
on Pentecost Sunday. Those who received the Word of God
through Peter on this day were baptized. Then they devoted
themselves to the "apostle's teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and prayer.“9 Notice that the Secriptures
do not say, "And they took them in and gave them a'job."lo
But the Word and the Sacraments were placed first. The
assimilation of new members into a Christian group and the
church is a work of the Holy Spirit through these channels,

Hence, the greatest effort or the youth group will
center in helping those who are interested to find a firm
faith. Youth can be helped by understanding from the very
beginning that the prime interest of the youth fellowship
and of the churech is spiritual in nature. More important,
youth need to see the centrality of Christ in the Word of
God. Opportunities for studying the Christian faith and for
committing oneself to Christ as Lord and Savior are present
in several areas.

A church membership class which will probably be taught
by the pastor is an integral part of the total program. The

Omiffective Biblical Evangelism in the Local
Congregation” (St. Louis: Evangelism Department, Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod, n.d.),p. 13.

101114,
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"Declaration of Intent"™ card which unchurched youth sign
involves attendance at the church membership class. This
class is the pastor's opportunity to give instruction in

the meaning of the Christian faith and of church member-
ship, and it thus provides a foundation for any young person's
decision to accept Christ.l1 In this class, youth can learn
that the Christian faith begins and ends with Christ. Here,
youth can come to believe and trust that life with God is
through faith in Christ Jesus. Here, youth can begin to
understand that one's faith is dynamic in that it regulates

his entire 1iving.12

The membership class is also open to
members of the youth fellowship who want to study again the
basic tenets of the éhristian faith. In fact, the presence
of some who are already members of the church will be of
great aid in breaking down the distinction between the new
and the older members of the fellowship.13

The Youth Bible Class is another vital part of assimila-
tion into the Christian fellowship. Here, youth has more
opportunity to see how the Christian faith is related to

such problems as: getting along with others, getting along

!

llJOD.QS, 22. oit.’ p! 16.
12p111s, op. cit., D« 87

13Jones, op. cit., p. 16.
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with parents, understanding the other sex; prepering and
looking ahead for marriage, and developing a Christian
character. A Bible class which gives much attention to the
problems of youth and is not only concerned with doectrinal
dissertations is an excellent opportunity for Christian
nurture. In addition, youth at this time have the oppor-
tunity to meet and to make friends with other Christian
youth. Care given to the introduction of new members is
important. '

Assisting youth to worship regularly at the Sundey
morning service 1s another important part of integrating new
members, At the morning worship service, great care needs
to be taken to keep the young people who come for the first

time from feeling self—couscious.lh

lMembers of the youth
fellowship who make it a point to greet youth at the church
and to sit with them will help greatly. In addition, their
willingness to assist in following the order of worship and
to explain any question thet the youth may have is bene-
ficial.

Youth mey also be helped in their adjustment to the
youth group and the church through planned personal atten-
tion. This personal attention may center in several areas:lh
(1) Welcome the new young person to the church services,

church school, youth meetings, or other congregational
activities. Open your circle of friendship immediately

;hBeckstron, op. cit., p. 10.
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to include him, For if one does not feel a part of
the group at once, he may be reluectant to return.

Assign a sponsor for each new member, That way it is
somebody's special job to be responsible to see that
the new member feels at home., This person can make

a special effort to sec that his new I{riend attends
the youth Bible Class, the church worship service,

the youth meetings, parties, and other special events.,
The "Friendship Friend" can be assigned by the pastor
or adult adviser in consultatiocn with a representative
of tne youth group.

Discover his interests and abilities. Find out where
he can fit in best into the active program of the league
and church, If possible, give him a job to do so that
he feels himself an important part in the life of your
church.,

Help the new member begin his family devotional life,
Make suggestions that will guide him in establishing
family and personal worship in the home. The devotional
booiklet, "The Uniting Word,"™ written especially for
youth, is most valuable.

Help him catch the spirit of evangelism. Encourage
him te tell others about his "new find.," Evangelism
can help one to grow spiritually, and one who is "on
fire" with the Gospel can be a most effective witness
of Christ.

Besides personal attention, the entire youth fellowship

ean be of great service in assimilating youth. Some sugges-

tions are:

(1)

The planning of a "New Friends" night will pay rich
dividends.l>? Recreation, singing, eating, and sharing

in e well-planned program can help youth to forget them=-
selves and become a part of the group quickly. At this
time, the youth program and some of the future activities
can be explained and new friends invited and urged to
attend.

15"Youth Share Their Faith'" (Elgin, Illinois: Church

of the Brethren, c¢.1958), p. 20.




(2)

(3)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

75

A fellowship banquet can be used as a welcome to the
young people who have been visited and as an introdue-
tion of these new young people to the entire youth
fellowship. Much effort can be made to surround the
new members with friendly interest and to encourage
them to share in the fellowship of the whole group.16

If a special "New Friends" night or a fellowship banquet
is not feasible, newcomers may be invited to the regular
youth fellowship meal or meeting. A program which has
been well planned and which meets the needs of youth
can serve as an excellent introduction for the new
youth.17

Bring their parents into the picture. Parents can be
alerted to the purpose of the youth fellowship program
at a parent-youth night. The value of Christian educa-
tion in the lives of their childrig can also be stressed
during such a parent-youth night.

I the new member has members of his family who are
not yet a part of the Christian fellowship, continue
to work on them. It is important that his environment
be such that it will help him grow in the Christian
faith,19

Send a letter of welcome. The chairman of the Welcome
Committee and the pastor may desire to send a letter
to the young person who has indiecated interest in the
youth group and church. If personally written, such
a letter can have a great effect upon youth.

Give them challenging tasks to do, and find out about
their interests and skills. A new Christian who is
able to express his faith through experience will be
built up in his faith.21

Continue to follow through. One may not get the young
people he is trying to reach on the first try. But
try again, for second and third visits are often more

16Jones,‘;g. gitss Ps 164
171v14,

18511is, op. eit., Dp. 87.
19vHere's How" (Nashville: The Methodist Publishing

House, 1949), p. 52.

¥ 20J0nes, 22' cit., p. 18.

21g11is, op. cit., ps 91.




(9)
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productive than the first attempt.22

Organize your visiting on a permanent basis. Two-by-
two visitation is an essential part of any growing
Tellowship and church. Witnessing is not something
that happens only on a weekend of stepped-up activi-
ties, but it is to be a vital part of the youth pro-
gram, Setting aside one night a month or one night

a week for visltation keeps witnessing on peopls's
minds and hearts.

Call them up. The telephone line can be an
excellent means of helping to keep youth tied to the
group and church. Calling other young people a few
hours before a meeting or other gouth activities has
been found to be very effective.<&

Don't get discouraged. Witnessing is hard work,
For one can't always be successful. In fact, one
doesn't have to be successful.25 For the job which
God assigns to His witnesses is to bear testimony,
and not to convert.

Draw up a "prayer list." ZEach "Friendship Friend"

can meke his new friend a special subject of his prayers
in addition to asking other youth to pray. Such prayer
lists hove resulted in "An amazing growth, not only in

the number of souls won for Christ, but also in the
prayer life of those already members."?

In addition to integrating youth through the efforts

of individuals and specially planned activitles, the youth

group itself will be largely responsible for retaining the

young people who have been won.

Frenk who states that "the secret of integration of new

221piq,
231pid., p. 92,

2412;g., P 93.

251p14.

26Raymond Mueller, "Principles For Winning Unchurched

High Sechool Youth For Christ" (unpublished B.D. thesis
Pritzlaff Library, Concordia Seminary, St. Louils, l95hi.
Pe 55.

Mueller guotes Dr. Erdmann

R —— ]
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P —

members and of those being instructed for membership is
2

Christian fellowship.™ 7 Integration through fellowship

can take place in worship, work, evangelism, recreation,

and education. Hence, an essential part of any evangelism

program lies in offering a church program as helpful and

interesting to young people as possible. This is funda=-

mental. For no amount of personal evangelism will do much

good if the program of the youth group is neglected. Young

people can be reached--only to be lost again in six months.
What is a good church program for young people?

Though this is difficult to define, the rollowing concepts

may partially deseribe the essentials of a suecessful youth

program:

(1) Young people need a youth fellowship program which
they feel is thelr very own. This does not exclude
proper guidance from adult counselors, but it does
exclude an authoritarian approach and attitude on the
part of counselors.

(2) Discussions, Bible studies, topies should really
count by being built around problems that perplex
youth daily. The sumber of problems facing young
people is legion.2

(3) There should be provision for happy, wholesome,
good times. Leaders who are altert to the forms

271vid., p. 76.

23"Halping Other Young People To Be Christian™
(Chicago: ynited Christian Youth Movement, 1953), p. 17.

29Ibid. a

T s
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of recreation enjoyed by youth and who recognize
the many opportunities for wholesome ghristian fun
will spark a youth fellowship group.3

(4) The worship programs of the fellowship group
cannot be stereotyped, but the forms of worsgip should F
be within the teen-agers frame of reference.

(5) Service projects cannot be of "the stamp-licking
variety," but they are to be genuinely worthwhile
projects which challenge youth to worthwhile causes.

(6) A sympathetic, cooperative attitude on the part of the
adults of the church needs to be present.3?2 Adults
need not be over-~indulgent, but neither can adults
afford to show an apathetic and listless attitude.

(7) Leaders and counselors who show a sympathetic and
understanding attitude are most important. For example,
counselors who possess these qualities can revitalize
an insctive ycuth group.

These are some essentials of the youth program which
can be counted upon to hold the young people the group
already has, and slowly but surely to reach some of the
unreached--and hold them too. This is not the fastest
method, but it is the surest. > And it is most important,
for "If they're worth getting, they're worth keeping"--

for Christ.

301p14.

3l1pia.

32Ibid.

33 pia.

B b o



CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The need for youth evangelism is great. A staggering
number of unchurched youth in the United States, the heavy
losses of young people sustained by the church, the effec-
tiveness of youth witnessing to youth, the number of youth
available for the work of evangelism, and the recognition
of "youth time as decision time"™ are some factors which move
leaders of youth to a concern for youth-to-youth visitation
programs.

Before a youth group initiates a visitation program,
much attention needs to be glven to motivation. A Biblical
study of the work of evangelism 1s believed to be the most
desirable means of motivating young people to action,
Another important facet of motivation 1s to confront both
the individual and the group with a record of their work in
evangelism.

Unchurched youth in the community can be located
through several avenues. A religious survey of the entire
community will provide the names of many prospects. When
Christian youth meet youth who do not know Christ as Savior,
they will be moved to act. Although youth need the guidance
of adult leaders, it is essential for youth to play a ma jor

role in the planning of the visitation program.
|

!
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Adequate training for every youth visitor is
imperative. No youth visitor is to be trained as a
"'carbon copy."” However, every youth needs to understand
clearly the purpose of his visit, the essence of the
Gospel message, and the essential steps which lead an
individual to a confrontation with the Person of Jesus
Christ.

The heart of many youth-to-youth visitation programs
is a weekend devoted entirely to youth evangelism. At
this time, adult leaders can devote attention to additional
training, inspiration, and prayer. Opportunity for youth
to share unusuel and exciting experiences after each visita-
tion is another feature of the program.

When unchurched youth respond to the invitations of
Christian youth, the youth group is to be prepared to receive
new youth into fellowship. A church membership cless which
provides opportunity for studying the Christian faith and
for committing oneself to Christ as Lord and Savior is vital
in the integration of new youth. New members also deserve
the special attention of both individuals and the group.

For if youth "are worth getting, they're worth keeping"=-
for Christ.
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