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edifice than noecessary for immediate use and spaced the poews
farther apart than necoessary for comfort,with the purpose im
view of moving thom eloser together later on.Omitting a pew
or two in the front and rear of the nave will also help to
eliminate 'that empty look',;

Another plan that has merit is to place French doors or
windows into the rear wall of the nave,so as to allow an
additional number in the narthex & viow of the chancel and
permit them . to participate in the service,; ;

Finally,-=although this would seem to us the least satis=
factory solution,<=~some Ghurches have enlarged the choir
loft (not balconyl) beyond the needs of the choir,which
8pace is thrown open to the public only when the nave is

filled,
Perhaps a combinytion of one or more of these plans will

solve th2 problem of tha average Church in this respect.

'or an emergoncy,of course, folding chairs may be prov=-
vided,to be placed into the aisles and other availalle
spaco,although they are unsightly,noisy,and dangerous,in-
asmuch as the building cannot be spéndlly wacated in an
emergency,such as fire.Consegquantly the fire regulations
in most loecalities demand that the aisles and exits of
publiic meeting-places --and that certainly includes churches-=
bo kept opan at all times.The placing of a loud-speaker into
tho basement or some other reom or building,in which the
overflow crowd has Jathered,is a,sometimes unavoidable,
makeshift and is certainly not conducive to the spirit
of worship.’ ;

The démensions of the ground-plan (which,of course,will
be the main element determining the form of tho entire
church) are also important.The primary consideration under
this head is that,whatever form i85 used,the church must be of
such shape as to allow every worshipper a direct view of
the altar and to enable him to hear distinctly the Word
spoken in the chancel.This automatically eliminates for
practical as well as liturgical reasons the broad or sguare
church,as that part of the audience which sits in- the front
of the church near the side walls has no view of the altar,
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unless the chancel is unduly broadened into a stage or
entirely eliminated and replaced by a platform,all of which
militates against good liturgical principles.The samo is
true of doep trunueptl.lofh liturgical and practical-con=-
siderations,then,call for an elongated structure,the "Lang-
kirche".Builders”seek to have the building suggest the re=
motoeness EIJ sthe majesty,and the mystery of God.So they
lengthen the distance from the entrarce to the sanctuary."®
The length of the church shouldphowever,not be so great in
proportion to its width as to make the impression of a hall.
When the length of the building is no more than three,and no
less than two,times its wilth,the best results are obtained,’
In both Roman and Greek Catholic churches,where the hearers
are hardly more than spectators,it may not do much harm if
a part of tho assembly is a block or more distant from tho
chancel,but the fundamental purpose of the Protastaﬁt,und,
more particularly,the %utherun Church is that of proclaiming--
and hearing--the Word.
The dimensions,or form,of the church have a distinct psy-

chological and emotional effect on the church attendart,;

A dong,narrow church which,incidentally,also permits a
higher ceiling and the elimination of ‘the unsightly scissors-
truss,directs the eye forward to the chancel and is con-
ducive to the attitude of expectation.It may bo difficult

to describe how this effect is produced.The writer recalls
standing at the entrance of the Avenida de las palmas in

Rio 4o Janeiro,and the distant view along the long rows. of
Royal palme lining the street on either side and towering
high,caused a feeling of grandeut to sweep over him.Dis-
tance lends enchantment,also in this sense.The heart is
entarged,nobte thoughts and aspirations are awakened and,

as a feiloﬁ-truvotler remarked, "It just does something

to you."
A frequent variation of the "LangkiTche" is by means

1.John Frederick Vichert,The Note of Worship in Archi-

tecture,The Colgate=~Rochester divinity School Review
uEe: CharordotosERERR
kirche vs.Schaukirche.
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of the transept.Where one transept is employed,we achiove
the cruciform ground-plan with its symbolical connotation.
At times two or more transepts are' added.For the purpose of
the 'Predigtkirche',however,the transepts have little value
in increasing the seating capacity,as they must not be dsesep.’
They should not exceed a depth of one fourth their width,
otherwise a part of the audience will not have a direct line
of vision to the chancel.’

At this place we must also give brief consideration to
the three or more naved church,.In spite of the beautiful
symbelism of the three-naved church,reminding the worship-
per of the Triune Cod (although,to be consistent,the naves
should then also be of egqual width and height to symbolize,
also,the equality of tha threes Persons of the Trinity),
this form is not readily adaptable to the 'Predigtkirche’.’
Large Romanesque and Gothic structures demand massive pil-
lars,obstructing the vision;and where slender columns are
employed,as in the basilica and classic style,the aversion
of 'sitting behind .a pillar' has become proverbial.Pillars,
also,form an obstruction between pews.

The same objections upplq,avan.ih a greater measure,to
the five or seven-naved church and the 'Hallenkirche' with
its forest of columns,Where the side naves of a three-naved
church are narrow ani employed merely as side aisles,these
objections ,of course,are eliminated." p

In regard to the effeect of the style of architecture :
of the edifice built on the ground-plan foundation,whetherxr
Central Dome,Romanesque,Gothic,or Classic,it must be remem= r:
bered.that the style will not necessarily or materially af-
fect the proportions of the building,and that any style can
be used with any given ground-plan with minor variations,

In connection.with the ground=plan- of the church we mue &
also consider briefly various parts of the building.The nave
as the largest and principal part has been sufficiently
treated above,The part next ihn importance is the chancel.’

A church without a chancel s like a body without a head.’
That is the case,though ih .a lesser degree,even when a
‘platfora’ for the usual chancel furniture is constructed
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at the front of the auditoriumThe church has more noed of a
chancel than the theater has of a stage;forg,surely,a separate
part of the building should be constructed for the proclamation
of the Word and the anministration of the Sacraments. "The
Christian expects to meet God in his temple.There will be a
place,then, for ng,n sanctuary whieh will at least svmgoliio
that presence. "

The chancel or apse,besides the practical consideration
of providing a definite place for tho preaching of the Word,
the administration of the Sacraments,and the performance of
other sacred ritsas of the Church,also has great psychological
value.It is the dominant feature of the building,the center
of attraction.With a long center aisle leading forward to
the altar,unobstructed by rood-screen or rnilJthe ayes and at-
tontion of the worshipper are directed forward and upward
with expectancy."All eyes are brought to focus on the chancel.’
Attentiog centers tharé.bet it be filled with symbols of our
faith," Of the liturgical reguirements we shall speak later,:

It remains to give brief consideration to the size and
shape of the chancelas the ground-plan will determine thesa.:
We may divide the chancel into two classesj; the rectangular
and the semicircular or polygonal,irn which latter case we
refer to it as the apse or concha(shell).The width of either
should be about two-thirds the width of the nave.The chancel
should never be so deep as to obstruct a view of the altar
to any vart of the audience.VWhere the semicircular or poly=-
gonal shape is used,it should not be too shallow,giving the
impression of ‘a niche for a statue.The best démensions for
either are those approximating a squares.

The narthex (vestibule,foysr) of the church is a necessary,
though principally utilitarian adjunct,to serve as an en=
trance hall,a cloak room,a place for bulletin bouid,traeﬁ-
rack,and other more or less unsightly,but necessary fure’
nishings of the €hurch.It would,however,also seem a nec-
cessary liturgical requirement.It diminishes materially
street noises and cold drafts from the front entrance,which

’-nViehﬂrt (-] -ci.to .'582
2.4bid., p’ 8 g
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can become well-nigh intolerable,especially in cold climates,
particularly when the sad tribe of late-comers arrives af-
ter the beginning of the service,seriously interfering wi'th
the attention of the audience.A common and commendable
practice Iis to place a small pane of clear glass into the
doore communicating between the narthex and the-hnvo,to
facilitate the selection of a seat,particularly for late ar-
rivals.Wwhere no facilities are provided to hang hats and
overcoats,these will prove thomselves a positive nuisance to
the ownerd as well as theiTr neighbors.We have seen worship-
rers look most embarassed and uncomfortable when forced to
s8it with a bulky overcoat in their lap and a hat in theiT
hands.

The Baptismal font has,as yet,found no ‘abiding place’
in the average Lutheran church.The' placing of the font is no
unimportant matter,as we are herse dealing with a Sacrament.The
usual place is to the side,and somswhat in front,of the al-
tar.In some cases it is seen directly in the center aisle
at th2 steps leading to the altar.’

Tor the other Sacrament,Holy Communion,we provido an al=-
tar or a Communion Table in the chancel,the dominant ceﬁfer
of the church.Why relegate the Bapsismal font to a secon-
dary or unfitting place!? ‘

But where to place the font? With the altar in the center,
tho pulpit to the right (as viewed from the nave),and the
lectern to the left,at the entrance of the chancel,there
seems no fitting place left in the chancel proper.The erec-
tion of separate Baptistries is not the solution of the
problem,for these do not bsst serve the Word.The same thing
is true of placing the font at or near the front entrance,
although this custom has this in its favor,that the sym-
bolism of not bringing the unbaptized,unconverted child into
the sanctuary is preserved.Whon churches were without pews
and the audionce could turn about at will to face the font
whenever the Sacrament of Baptism was porfogmod,tho placing
of the font at this point was not illogical.But today,with
fixed pews facing the chancel,the thought of performing this
sacred act behind the backs of the people is ridiculous,’




Baptism,being a Sacrament,is the Word.The Word should be
proclaimed to and,ordinarily,in front of the audience.’
Furthermore,all present being witnesses of this sacred act,
all should be able to see its performance.It serves all
buptized persons present to remind them of their own Bap-
tism,its promises,blessihgs,and obligati'ons,and gives the
unbaptized persons present an occasion for serious thought.’
Recurranﬁvit reminds all present,who have accepted the oblig-
ation of sponsorship in the past,of their several and serious
duties,From all these reasons stated it becomes ‘obvidous thét
private Baptism,whether in the home of the parents or in the
Study of the pastor,unless emergencies,are not in the best
interests of the Word.Ordinarily,then,the proper time and
place for the administration of this Sacrament is ih_the_
Church_service,where all péoplg may witness the solemn act
whereby "S64 doth preserve and extend His Church on earth®™,
and where they can join in prayer for the Baptismal candidate,:
From the above considerations it becomes plain that the
propzr place for Baptism and the Eaptismal font is not only
in the church,but in the chuncel 6f the chureh.Bﬁt,as stated
above,there is usually no fitting place in the chancel.Solut=

ion:Provide one.But how?

Since a separate room for the pastor,the sacristy,is
highly desirable for the best interests of the Word,as we
shall soe below,and since this room had best be situated to
the right of the chancel,the most fitting place for a bap=-
tistry obviously is the space to the left: of the chancel.’
But what about the organ whith,according to recent trends;
occupies this space? Answert:Place the organ,where it belongs,
on the organ loft.” That will free a most fitting place for
the baptistry,open to the nave and communicating with the
chancel by a large arched doorway,and forming a part theraof.’
When the symbolism of the Baptismal candidate bedoming a
member of the Church by oniorihg it is to be preserved,an
antichamber can be added to the baptistry(preferably to the
rear,for the baptistry need not be as deep as the chancel),
where the candidate can be gotten in readihess.After a fit-
tinhg hymn has been lung,thofeéndlaato and sponsors enter the
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baptistry,which,of course,should be on the same elevation with
the rest of the chancel.To complete  the beautiful and meaning-
ful symbolism,the child,after the Baptism has been performed,
is taken to the place of prayer,the altar,and hewe a prayer

of thanksgiving and petition is spoken,concluded with the
Benediction,whereupon the baptized takes his place in the

nave among the congregation of believers,completing the
cymbolism,:

From sarly times towers and domes have been added to--or
stoo? separate from--the church.Resides giving an elevated
space for the hanging of the church ‘boll or bells,the sturdy
and massive tower symboliZzes the strength of the €hurch,put-
ting into stone the words of the 4&,Psalm: "God is our refuge
and strength,a very present help in trouble;" the third verse
of the 64,Psalm:"Thou hast baen a shelter unto mej;and a
strong tower from the anemy; " and Prov. 18, 10:"The name of the
Lord is a strong towersthe righteous runneth into it and is
safs."Where a slender spire or turrets are employed, they
direct the ayes and minds of the peopla upward as a slender
finger pointing to heaven,saying in efﬁnctl'Seek those things
which are abova,whe;e Chriat sitteth on the right hand of
Cod,"Col.3,4,The height of the  spires should bs egqual to
the length of the building.Of"Xhis praportibn,ns of others,the:
Cathedral of Cologne i3 a' perfect axample, The ground floor
of the tower may form a part of the narthex,and also the
second storey need not be waste uvacs,but can be well util-
ized as a 'Trepponzimmer',hall,or part of the choir loft,’
Higher storgys have been employed for meeting-rooms or
storage space.

Naturally the .towar or towers must ba considered when
rlanning the ground-plan of the church.:-

Many congregations,when planning a church,make the mis-
take of not providing the necessary utility rooms with,perhaps,
the exception of the church kitchen which,in some churches,
has. become more important than the chancel.™In many churchoes
'the kitchen,the pantry',the dining room,and the ball-room
are of more importance than the auditorium.Such buildings
are travesties,and their erection in many cases a sacrilege.™l

e .:Ii‘téf::l,’i‘op'ult.-‘p..’vO'




