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THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
A CHRISTIAN CONGREGATICH
(Outline)

The Christian congregatlion ie a iocal aceoclation
lasting for a perilod of time.
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Local.

Lasting for a period of time. ;

An assoclation or dfsanizational entlity.
Qutward organization not eseential

Wisconein Synod - The presence of two or more
Chrlstians at one place.

The relation of .the local congregation to the
invislible Church.

A,

B.

There is only one Church. Congregation conslcts
esscntlally of Christians.

Unbelievers may be externally connectied with
the congregation.

Institution, purpose, and marks.

A.

B.

C.

D.

Instituted by God.
1. Public Joint worshilp.
2. lord's Supper.
3. Church Discipline.

Publiec inisiyry instituted for cere of congregation .

and public administration of lieans of Grace.

The purpose of receiving keuns of Grace through a
called minlester makes a group of Christians a
congregation.

The use of the leans of Grace marks them as .
Christians who have unlteé as a congregation.




THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
A CHRISTTIAN CONGREGATION

Christ dled for the salvation of all men. He scnt the
HHoly Ghoet to apply that salvation to individuals through
the Means of grace. Thoee who are saved by faith in the
atoning pacrifice of Christ are Christlans, members of the
holy Cnristian Church. 91he members of this Church are
united with Chricst in the mystlical union. Ine Church is
called the Body of Chrilst, the Branches of the Vine. Through
Chrlipt the menbers arc united with each other in the communion
of saintse. The only criterion for membership in the holy
Chrisctian Church is faith in Cprist. o man can see the
faith of another; only God knows them that are liis. ilence
the Church is invisible.

Yet the members of the Church are vlisible human belings.
And Chrict has given to them certain rights and duties which
they arc to carry out as vlslbie beings in cooperation with
other visible persons. HNot being able to look into thelr

hearts I cannot say, "John Jonee and i‘ary Smith and Joe Brown




are membere of the invislble Church. Thercfore I will Jjoin
them in the worshlp of our Savior. Therefore I will celebrate
the Lord'e Supper with them." For the carrying out of these
purposes (tod has instituted visible churches.

Seripture uses the one term ckklesia, since thé member-
ship is the same; there is really only one Gnurch. XYet -
Seripture clearly dlstinguliches between the univercsal Church

and the particular churches or congregations.

Cur purpose in thls paper shall be to determine accord-
ing to Seripture the essential elements of the particular
church. e shall attempt to answer the question, What 1s

the local Chrictlan congregation.



I. The Christlan congresation is a local agcsociation
lasting for a period of time.

In forty-four pacesages of the ilew Tcstament the congrega-
tion 1r assoclated with a deflinite 1oe311ty; Twenty=-seven
of thete passages deflnitely locate the congrezations in
snceific citier.

The Church at Jerusalem: Acts 8,1; 11,22; 15,4.

The Church at Antloch: Acts 11,26; 13,1.

The Church at {aesarea: Acte 18,22,

The Church at Ephesus: Acts 20,17; Rev. 1,11; 2,1.

The Church at Cenchrea: Rom. 16,1.

The Church at Corinth: 1 Cor. 1,2; 2 Cor. 1,1l.

The Church at Taodlcea: Rev. 1,11; 3,14.

The Church of the Laodiceans: Col. 4,16.

The Chureh of the Theecalonians: 1 Thesa. 1,1;
2 Thess. 1,1.

The Church of Smyrna: Rev. 1,11l; 2,8.

The Church in Pergamos: Rev. 1,11l; 2,14.

The Church in Thyatira: Rev. 1,11; 2,18.24.

The Church 1n Sardis: Rev. 1,11; 3,1l.

The Church in Philadelphia: Rev. 1,11; 3,7-

Four paupcsages refer to local churches which met in the houses
of individual Christians.

The church in the house of Aquila and Friscllla:
Hom. 16,3; 1 Cor. 16,19.

The church in the house of Nymphas: Col. 4,15.

The church in the house of Philemon: Philemon 2.

Other passages speak of the churches of varilous ccuntrles.
Seripture never sgpeaks of the church of a certain country,
but by the use of the pilural alwaye distingulshes the varilous
congregatione within that country.

The churches through all Judea and Gallilee and
Samaria: Acts 9,31. .

The churches in Galatia: Acts 14,23; 1 Cor. 16,1;
Gal. 1,2. .

- The churches in Syria and Cilicla: Acts 15,40.
The churches of Agia: 1 Cor. 16,19; Rev. 1,4.11.
The churches of *acedonia: 2 Cor. 8,1.

The churches of Judea: Gal. 1,22; 1 Thess. 2,14.




There can be no doubt about it that the churches of
the lew Testament were local congregaﬁions. But is this
'being at one place' an essential element of a Christian
conzregation, or ie thie just the way 1t worked out at that
time? Ue answer: It 1s esesentlal that the congrezation be
a group located at one place in order to carry out thc pur-
poses of the congregetion. It is necessary that the members
be able to come together in order to hear the Word of God
preached, to celebrate the Lord's Suppér, to worship and
pray to God jointly, to practice Chrictian fellowship, to
exercioe brotherly admonition and church discipline.

The Christilan congreg&tioﬁ is not an assembly, i.e.,
any temporary, oécasiunal. or fortultous gathering of a group
of Chrictians. But it 1s a definite acsociation, an organi-
zation, lasting for a longer perlod of time. Scripture
spesks of over twenty particular congregations. liot one of
these 1c a temporary acsembly, but each is & permanent con-
gregatlon lasting for a perliod of time.

The congregation at Jerusalem was founded on Pentecost
in the year 30 A.D. It wae not a temporary meeting lasting
only for that day, but "they continued stedéfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.... And all that bellieved were to-
gether, and had all things common; And sold thelr possessions

and moods, and parted them to all men, as cvery man had need.




And they continued daily with one accord in the temple....
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved." (Acte 2, 42-47). Later, after the punishment of
Ananias and Sapphira, 'great fear came upon all the church"
(Acts 5,11). “And bellevers were the more added to the Lord”
(Acte 5,14). Among the activitlies of thic congregation was
the daily care for the necdy widows (Acts 6,1). To take
care of thlsc and leave ﬂhe apoctles free for the service of
The Word, scven doacons were clected (Acts 5,1-8). Later,
"there was & great persecution agaihnt the church which wasg
at Jerucalem" (Acts 8,1). When the church in Jerusalem heard
that a congregation had been established in Antioch, they
sent Barnabas to Antioch (Acts 11,22). "Kow about that time
Heroa the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of .
the church" (Acts 12,1). 4When Peter was lmprisoned, "“prayer
wae made wlthout ceasing of the church unto God for him"
(Aete 12,5). In A.T. 48 or 49 dclegates were cent from
Antioch to the congregation at Jerusalem and the so=-called
Aponﬁollc Councll was held (Acts 15). On 2 later vieit
Paul was received by the brethren in Jerusalem (Acte 21,17).
Thue the NHew Testament records the history of the congrega- ;
tion at Jerusalem during the flrst twenty years of 1its
existence.

During the persecution in which Stephen was stoned,

many Chriciians fled from Jerusalem. Some of them came to
















Supper, and the exercise of church discipline, and He has
instituted the public-ministry for the care of the congrega-
tion and the adminietration of these purposes.

The Christlan congrezation i1s an association of Christians,
with whom unbelievers may be externally 6onnected, who have
united for the definlte and specific purpose of having the
Word of Cod preached and the Sacraments adminlisctered by a
minlister whom they have called.

We note that it is the purpose @or whiech: the Upristians
have unlted which makes them a Christian congregation. Only
the local Christian congregation has this inherent purpose.
‘The local congregation is the only group of Christians whose
primary purpose 1ls the administration of the ifeans of Gracs.

The primary purpose of the Synod 1s the cooperation of
local congregations rér the extension ol the Xingdom of God.
While the assembled d:legateé may hear the Word preached and
receive the Sacraments, this 1s not thelr purpoce in attend-
ing the convention. They have rather come for the express
purposc of representing their congregations. Nor can 1t be
gald of the officers of Synod that they are, by virtue of
thelr synodical office, "stewards of the mysteries of Goad".

Conferences, schools etc., arc for educatlional purposes,
not for the administration of the Heans of Grace. Persons

who are to be recognized as Christians by thelr confcssilon
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may meet to discuss ecivic problems, to study firsi-ald, to
bulld a house, or to play cards. They may meet on a train,
in a h:tel lobby, a restaurant, or a rovie theater. XYet the
mere presence of a group of Christlans wlthout the essential
i L _.aﬂ&Tsz'f'
purpocse does not constltute a congresat on.“h_ - Bay,

{ Dle elgentliche Ortsgemelnde 1st niemand anders 2ls

i dle glaeubigen Christen, dle sich an dem Ort zZusammen-
mefunden haben, dle sich zueinander und nifteinander
oefientlich zu Christo bekennen.

We may say that the lMeans of Grace are the marks (nctae,
Kenntzeichen) of the church in a twofold sense. The lieans
of Grace mark a group of persons as Christiang and they mark
the Christiane as a group which has united for the purpose
of functlioning ae & Christian congregation.

The-indlvidual Christian, desiring to’'join himself with
other Christians, cannot look 1into the hearts of his fellow-
men and determin who is a true Christian and who 1s not. Yet
he can determine vwhere other Christians are to be found.

He hears men confees the falth he has; he meets

them as they gather about the preaching of the

Gospel and the observance of the Sacraments; he

sees them practise what they preach. He is sure

that emong them he will find those who lanwardly

are what they outwardly seem _to be, living members

in the body of Jesus Chrisct.2 '

Whercver the liord of God is preached and the Sacraments ad-
ministered we may know that there are Christlans.

iloly Seripture tells us: "So is the kingdom of God

(that is, the Church) as if a man should cast sced

into the ground and shoulé sleep and rise night and

day and the secd should spring and grow up he knoweth

not how," lMark 4,26.27. However, Scripturce tells
us likewise what this seted 1s; 1t says, "The Sower

23. Karl Kroetzschmar, lMutual Obligations of the iiinistry
and the Congrcgetion, p. 6.
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sowcth the wWord", v.l4. Hence, according to Scripture
the wWord of God is the seed from which the members
of the Church, or, in the 1l uage of Scripture,
"the children of the kingdom," iiatt. 13,38, eprout
forth and are generated. At the same {ime, however,
God issues in Scripture the preclous promise: "As
the raln cometh down and the snow Irom heaven and
returncth not thither but watereth the earth and
maketh it bring forth and bud that it zay give seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall iy
Word be that gceth forth out of iy mouth: it shall
not return unto lie vold, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it chsll prosper in the
thing wherecto I send it," Is. 55,10.11. Ve see from
thip, not only that the VWord of God is the seed from
which alone the members of the Church arce born, but
alec that from 1t there cértainly bud forth always,
wheresoever this heavenly seed is sown, some
"ehildren of the kingdom," "without men's knowing
how," in accordance with the divine, undeceilvable,
and infallible promise. Wherever, thecrefore, this
secd 1s sown, there the Church indeed is not seen,
but theore we have an undeceivable mark (criterion)
that the Church, that a group of true beliecvers and -
painte in Christ Jesus, a congragatlion of children

of Zod, exists.2

Since Baptism and the Lord's Supper are means by which
the grace of God 1s conveyed and the portale of the invisible
church are opened to men, we may know thﬁt wherever these
Sacraments arc are adminlstered according to Christ's institue-
tlion there are Christians present.

As the 'leans of Grace mark the Christians, they also
mark the group of Christians which unites for the purpose of
functioninz as a Christian congregation, i.c., for the pur-
pose of having the leans of Grace adminlstecred by a sorvant

of the Word according to God's will and comrAnd.

24. Dallmann, Dau, and Ingelder, op. ¢it., pp. 60.61.




The Christian congregation is an assoclation of true
Chrictians (with whom, however, hypocrites and manifest
slnnere may be externally conmected), living 2t one place,
who are esroclated for a longer period of tlimc for the pur-
pose of having the Word of Cod preached and the Sacraments
agdministored toc them by a called pastor.

The congregation is not the mere presence of Christians
at one place (Wisconsln Synod). The congregation 1is not the
mere outward orgenizatlon, including unbellicvers in 1its
escence (Roman Catholic Church). The congrezatlon does not
cease 1C be a true congregation if unbelievers, even unbelliev-
ing pesztore, are mingled with the Christians in the vislble
corporate body (Donatlem). The essentlal purpose of the
Christian congregatlon is not the physical and soclal welfhrg
of the community (Social Gospel), but the edifying of the
Body cf Chriet through the iieans of Grace.

The ecrreet understanding of the essence of the loeal
Christisn congregation 1s necessary to & proper relatlonship
toward our own congregation and other congregetlons, toward
cur Synod angd other Lutheran bodlesz, toward otlher denomina-
tione and congregations. The knowledge of the essence of the
Christisn congregation is necessary to a proper understanding
of the entive dootrine of the Church and the “lnlstry. HMay
God lead us into a fuller and deeper lnslght Intc this

fundamental éocirine.
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