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THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
A CHRISTIAN CONGREGATICH
(Outline)

The Christian congregatlion ie a iocal aceoclation
lasting for a perilod of time.

J\c

B.

Ge
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e

Local.

Lasting for a period of time. ;

An assoclation or dfsanizational entlity.
Qutward organization not eseential

Wisconein Synod - The presence of two or more
Chrlstians at one place.

The relation of .the local congregation to the
invislible Church.

A,

B.

There is only one Church. Congregation conslcts
esscntlally of Christians.

Unbelievers may be externally connectied with
the congregation.

Institution, purpose, and marks.

A.

B.

C.

D.

Instituted by God.
1. Public Joint worshilp.
2. lord's Supper.
3. Church Discipline.

Publiec inisiyry instituted for cere of congregation .

and public administration of lieans of Grace.

The purpose of receiving keuns of Grace through a
called minlester makes a group of Christians a
congregation.

The use of the leans of Grace marks them as .
Christians who have unlteé as a congregation.




THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
A CHRISTTIAN CONGREGATION

Christ dled for the salvation of all men. He scnt the
HHoly Ghoet to apply that salvation to individuals through
the Means of grace. Thoee who are saved by faith in the
atoning pacrifice of Christ are Christlans, members of the
holy Cnristian Church. 91he members of this Church are
united with Chricst in the mystlical union. Ine Church is
called the Body of Chrilst, the Branches of the Vine. Through
Chrlipt the menbers arc united with each other in the communion
of saintse. The only criterion for membership in the holy
Chrisctian Church is faith in Cprist. o man can see the
faith of another; only God knows them that are liis. ilence
the Church is invisible.

Yet the members of the Church are vlisible human belings.
And Chrict has given to them certain rights and duties which
they arc to carry out as vlslbie beings in cooperation with
other visible persons. HNot being able to look into thelr

hearts I cannot say, "John Jonee and i‘ary Smith and Joe Brown




are membere of the invislble Church. Thercfore I will Jjoin
them in the worshlp of our Savior. Therefore I will celebrate
the Lord'e Supper with them." For the carrying out of these
purposes (tod has instituted visible churches.

Seripture uses the one term ckklesia, since thé member-
ship is the same; there is really only one Gnurch. XYet -
Seripture clearly dlstinguliches between the univercsal Church

and the particular churches or congregations.

Cur purpose in thls paper shall be to determine accord-
ing to Seripture the essential elements of the particular
church. e shall attempt to answer the question, What 1s

the local Chrictlan congregation.



I. The Christlan congresation is a local agcsociation
lasting for a period of time.

In forty-four pacesages of the ilew Tcstament the congrega-
tion 1r assoclated with a deflinite 1oe311ty; Twenty=-seven
of thete passages deflnitely locate the congrezations in
snceific citier.

The Church at Jerusalem: Acts 8,1; 11,22; 15,4.

The Church at Antloch: Acts 11,26; 13,1.

The Church at {aesarea: Acte 18,22,

The Church at Ephesus: Acts 20,17; Rev. 1,11; 2,1.

The Church at Cenchrea: Rom. 16,1.

The Church at Corinth: 1 Cor. 1,2; 2 Cor. 1,1l.

The Church at Taodlcea: Rev. 1,11; 3,14.

The Church of the Laodiceans: Col. 4,16.

The Chureh of the Theecalonians: 1 Thesa. 1,1;
2 Thess. 1,1.

The Church of Smyrna: Rev. 1,11l; 2,8.

The Church in Pergamos: Rev. 1,11l; 2,14.

The Church in Thyatira: Rev. 1,11; 2,18.24.

The Church 1n Sardis: Rev. 1,11; 3,1l.

The Church in Philadelphia: Rev. 1,11; 3,7-

Four paupcsages refer to local churches which met in the houses
of individual Christians.

The church in the house of Aquila and Friscllla:
Hom. 16,3; 1 Cor. 16,19.

The church in the house of Nymphas: Col. 4,15.

The church in the house of Philemon: Philemon 2.

Other passages speak of the churches of varilous ccuntrles.
Seripture never sgpeaks of the church of a certain country,
but by the use of the pilural alwaye distingulshes the varilous
congregatione within that country.

The churches through all Judea and Gallilee and
Samaria: Acts 9,31. .

The churches in Galatia: Acts 14,23; 1 Cor. 16,1;
Gal. 1,2. .

- The churches in Syria and Cilicla: Acts 15,40.
The churches of Agia: 1 Cor. 16,19; Rev. 1,4.11.
The churches of *acedonia: 2 Cor. 8,1.

The churches of Judea: Gal. 1,22; 1 Thess. 2,14.




There can be no doubt about it that the churches of
the lew Testament were local congregaﬁions. But is this
'being at one place' an essential element of a Christian
conzregation, or ie thie just the way 1t worked out at that
time? Ue answer: It 1s esesentlal that the congrezation be
a group located at one place in order to carry out thc pur-
poses of the congregetion. It is necessary that the members
be able to come together in order to hear the Word of God
preached, to celebrate the Lord's Suppér, to worship and
pray to God jointly, to practice Chrictian fellowship, to
exercioe brotherly admonition and church discipline.

The Christilan congreg&tioﬁ is not an assembly, i.e.,
any temporary, oécasiunal. or fortultous gathering of a group
of Chrictians. But it 1s a definite acsociation, an organi-
zation, lasting for a longer perlod of time. Scripture
spesks of over twenty particular congregations. liot one of
these 1c a temporary acsembly, but each is & permanent con-
gregatlon lasting for a perliod of time.

The congregation at Jerusalem was founded on Pentecost
in the year 30 A.D. It wae not a temporary meeting lasting
only for that day, but "they continued stedéfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.... And all that bellieved were to-
gether, and had all things common; And sold thelr possessions

and moods, and parted them to all men, as cvery man had need.




And they continued daily with one accord in the temple....
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved." (Acte 2, 42-47). Later, after the punishment of
Ananias and Sapphira, 'great fear came upon all the church"
(Acts 5,11). “And bellevers were the more added to the Lord”
(Acte 5,14). Among the activitlies of thic congregation was
the daily care for the necdy widows (Acts 6,1). To take
care of thlsc and leave ﬂhe apoctles free for the service of
The Word, scven doacons were clected (Acts 5,1-8). Later,
"there was & great persecution agaihnt the church which wasg
at Jerucalem" (Acts 8,1). When the church in Jerusalem heard
that a congregation had been established in Antioch, they
sent Barnabas to Antioch (Acts 11,22). "Kow about that time
Heroa the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of .
the church" (Acts 12,1). 4When Peter was lmprisoned, "“prayer
wae made wlthout ceasing of the church unto God for him"
(Aete 12,5). In A.T. 48 or 49 dclegates were cent from
Antioch to the congregation at Jerusalem and the so=-called
Aponﬁollc Councll was held (Acts 15). On 2 later vieit
Paul was received by the brethren in Jerusalem (Acte 21,17).
Thue the NHew Testament records the history of the congrega- ;
tion at Jerusalem during the flrst twenty years of 1its
existence.

During the persecution in which Stephen was stoned,

many Chriciians fled from Jerusalem. Some of them came to




Antloch in Syria where ihey preached the Gospel and founded

a congregation. Hesring of this the congregation at Jerusalem
sent Barnabas to Antioch, where he preached, "and much people
was added unto the Lord" (Acte 11,24). Tpe congregation

grew so rapidly that Barnabas soon found that he néeded
assictance. Therefore he went to Tarcus and brough Paul to
Antioch about 43 A.D. About a year later Agabus came to
intloch. According to the command of the lioly Ghost the
conzrogatlon at Antloch sent Paul and Darnabas on the first
miesionary Journey. w»hen they returned a yeaf and a half
later they found that there was still a congregation in
Antioch. Soon after their return Paul and Barnabas were sent
to Jerusalem for the Apostollic Council. They rsturned and
reportecd the resultes of the council to the congregation at
Antioch. "Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch,
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others
also" (Acte 15,35). While Paul and Barnabas came and went,
the congrezation at Antioch remained.

The congrecgation at Caesarea was founded by Phllip the
evangelist, who made his residence there (Acts 8,40; 21,8).
Peter went there to preach to Cornelius. later Peter took
refuge there from the persecution of Herod. ©On the way to
Jerusalem Yaul stopped by and saluted the church at Ceasarea,
(Acts 18,22). Later certain of the disciples of Caesarea

went with him to Jerusalem (Acts 21,16).




The congregation in Rome may have existed in 49 A.D.
At that time Claudius drove all Jews out of the city (Aects 18,2),
posslibly because there were Christians amonz them. Aqulla
and frirciila were among those who left Rome at this time.
In 56 2.0.1 Paul wrote from Corinth to the congregation in
Rome telling the Christians there that he hoped to visit
them soon. This deslire was fulfllled when Paul was taken
to Rome in 59 A.D. There he was kept in a custodia llbera
for two yecare.

The congregation at Corinth was founded by Paul on his
firet missionary Journey, about 47 A.’. In the epring of
55 A.D. a delegation, consisting of Stephanas, Fortunatus,
and Achaicus, came to faul in Ephesus, bringing him news of
the difficultiesn 1n-cor1nth and asking his advice. In answer
Paul wrote his First Epletle to the Corinthlans, which was
delivered to Corinth by the delegation. In the summer or
fall of the aame.ycar, Titus met Paul somewhe?e in Hacedonia,
probably Thilipp;  and told him of ;he effect which his first
letter had had in Corinth. 7Taul took this opportunity to
send 8 Sccond Epictle by Titus. In the fall or winter of

55 i.D. Paul araln came to Corinth and stayed for three months.

l. Isagogical material in this section is taken from
Dr. Arndt, New Testament Introduction, Concordia iimeo Co.,
5t. Louis. We rcalize that there is much disagreement,
especially concerning the dates of the Eplstles. However,
the use of a different chronology would not affect the point -
wh wish to make., l1.e., that these congregations lasted for
& nurber of years.




The four congregations of Southern Galatla - Antioch
in Plsidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe - were founded by
Paul on the first jJjourney. ter when he was in Apntioch in
Syria newe had somehow come fto him concerning the Judalzers.
Therefore Paul wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. Paul
viclted these congregations on his second missgionary journey
and agailn on the third journey.

The congregation at Ephesus was founded@ by Paul on the
firot misesionary journey about 49 A.D. Again on the third
Journey in 52 A.D. Paul vislited Ephesus and worked there
for two ycars. The Eplistle to the Ephesians was written
from Fphesus in 54 A.D. (or from Rome in 62 or 63 A.D.). At
the time of the writing of the Fastoral Eplstles, 60 or 61
A.D., Timothy was pastor of the ?ongregation in Ephesus.

The congregation in Philipﬁiwas founded by Paul on the
second missionary journey. While Paul was in prison (in
Ephesus 54 A.D. or in Komne 62 A.D.), Epaphroditus brought
him the collection sent by the Christians in Phllippl. Paul
wrote the Epistle to the Philippians to thank them for the
gift and at the same time to send personal infommation and
to warn azainst false teachers.

The origin of the congregation at Colossae 1s uncertaln.
It seems quite possible that Epaphras had come to Epbesus
and wae there converted and instructed by Paul. Epaphras

then returned to his home in Colossae and founded a



congregat-ion and became theilyr first pastor. When Lpaphras
:ame to Paul in prison, Paul wrote the Epicrtle to the
Colossians tc warn and instruct them. When lipaphras left
Colossac Archippus became pastor.

The congregation in Thessalonica was founded by faul
on the firsf miseionary Journey. After preachines there for
three Sabbaths, he made many converts. lihile Paul was in
Corinth early in 50 A.D. Silas and Timothy came to him with
news f{rom the congregations at Thessalonica, and Paul wrote
Firet Thessalonians to comfort them in tribulation, instruct
them concerning eanctiflication, and teach them concerning
the last things. In the summer of the same year, more news
came to Paul in Corinth and he wro@e Second Thescalonians.

The congregation of the Laodlceans was probably founded
by Fpaphras, who was pastor of the neighboring congregatlon
et Coloseae. It was probably founded about 52 to 54 A.D.
Paul sends greetings and asks that the Eplstle to the
Colossiana be read in Iaodicea also. Although Laodicea,
Colossae, and Hierapolls were Gestroyed by &n earthaquake 1n
65 A.D., Iaodicea was rebuilt and the congresation was still
in existcnce when John wrote the Revelation near the end of
the first century.

Little 1es known of the origin and history of the rest
of the seven churches of Lthe Apocalypse - Smyrna, ’ergamos,

Thyatira, Serdls, and Philadelphila (beeides Fphesus and
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Laodicez). Fowever it is quite clear from thelr character-
izaticon in the letters that thoy were lasting congregations,
not mere temporary assemblies.

When the New Testament speaks of the ekklesia as the
Christian congregation, it always refers to a lceal group
existins for a longer period of tlme. This local congresa-
tion 1z 2lways spoken of as &an organizational entity.

In thie connectlon we must consider first ths meaning
of the word ekiztlenla.

In Acts 19, 39f. it clearly has the meaning which

1t aleso has in classical Greek, for it 1is used of

thez called meecting of the citizens of a Greek city.

in all other passages in which it occurs it refers

to the congregatilon, or church, of believers in

some sense, and hereln lies the challenge of the

tern. L¢ appears at once that the connotation of

the claselcal usage must be ascumed in every

instance, namely, that of an organization unity or

entlty, never of a random agssembly, of a group

which jurt happened to be in a certaln place by

aome coincldence. The strength of the verb kalein

hae evidently not been lost in forming the noun.

Throughout the HNew Testament the torm ekklenis never
rofers Lo a temporary or chance moecting, but to a definite
apsoclation of persons. The congregation was, and 15, an
entlity not only during the time of its meeting or meetlngs,
but it continuce aleo as a definlite groun between mectlings.
All the mcmbers of the congregatlion are known and considered
as merbers also between meetings. Such passages as Acts 11,26

(Paul znd Barmabas...asscmbled themselves wlth the church);

2. Graebner and Kretzmann, Toward Lutheran lnion, p.87.
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Acts 14,27 {they gathered together the church at Antloch);
and 1 Cor. 11,18 (ye come together in church) do not mean
that a church came into existence when they came together.
But the congregation exists also unassembled.

S5ix passages of the New Testament speak of the persecu-
tion of the churches (Acts 8,1.3; 12,1; 1 Cor. 15,9; '
Gal. 1,13; Phil. 3,6). The congregations were not ascembled
throughout the time of the persecution, yet thcy are called
churches. Saul made havock of the church, entering into
the homes of the Christlians and taking individual church
members to prison.

The very fact that letters and greetings could be sent
to a congregation shows that it muct have been a definite
group, not 2 random assembly.

The congregation in Jerusalem provided :-for the needy
widows who were members of the congregation whether assembled
with the rest of the congregation or not.

The entire plcture given us in the Hew Testament of
the congregations of that time shows that they were definlte
assoclations of Christians who came togethef regularly over
a period of time.

Dr. Walther, addressing a group of persons who had Just
become members of his congregation in St. Louis, told them,
"By affixing your names to the constitution of our congrega-

tion, you have become members Of our congregation.">

3. C.F.W.vWalther, Church lHemberschip, p.28.
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He did not, of course, mean to imply that the outward act of
signing a written constitution is essential to the congrega-
tlon or to church membership. However, it is essential that
there be some form of organization that all things may be
done dcecently and in order.

On the other hand, we must avoid the danger of making
the outward organization the most important thing in the
church. "When speaking of the Christian congregation, or
the local church, as being a divine institution, we have not
in mInd the organized congregation ( comstitution, officers)
nor the legally incorporated congregation."#

Dass zu elner wahrhaft lutherischen Gemeinde nicht

eine bestimmte Verfassung, oder bestiummte von:

Menschen elngesctzte Ceremonien gchoeren, bezeugt

die Augsb. Conf. im 7. Artikel, wo es heisst: "Denn

dieses 1st genug zu wahrer Einigkeit der chrisilichen

Kirchen, dass da eintraechtiglich, nach reinem Ver-

ntand des Evangellium gepredigt und die Sacramente

dem goettlichen Wort gemaess gereicht werden. Und

ist nicht noth zu wahrer Einigkelt der christlichen

Kirchen, dass allenthalben gleichfoernige Ceremonien,

voin den iienschen eingesetzt, gehalten werden, wie

Paulus ppricht Zphes. 4: Ein Leib, Ein Gelst, wie

ihr berufen seld zu einerlel noffhgns eures Berufs,

Ein Herr, Ein Glaube, Eine Taufe."

All matter pertaining t- the formal, external organiza-
tion of the congregation - constitution, membership lists,
business mectings, ceremonies, etc. - are a matter of
Christian llberty to be determined according to the needs

of each local Christian congregatlon.

4, d«H.C.Frits, Pastoral TBEOIOﬂ, De 24.
5. C.F.W.Walther, Die rechte Gestalt einer vom Staate

unabhaengigen Evangelisch-Lutherlschen Ortsgemeinde, p. 2.
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We have seen in the preceeding sections that the Christilan
congrezation is an assoclation of persons at one place for
a longer period of time. Some, however, deny that the
Christian congregation is a lastlng organizatlon. They hold
that the presence of two or more Christians at a place cone-
stitutes a congregation, though it be but a temporary,

fortuitous meetling.

Es gibt verschliedene Formen der kirche: Hausgemeinde,
Ortsgemeinde, Anstaltegemeinde (lL.ehrer und Schueler),
das Konzil oder dle Synode, auch Konferenzen und
viele andere.... Das Wesen der Ortsgemeinde 1ist,
wie unser Bekenntnis oft wlederholt, vom Herrn selbst
in lt. 18,20: "Wo zwel oder drei versammelt sind in
meinem Name", angegeben.... Wo iummer also zwei oder
drei auf Christi liamen versammelt sind, da ist die
sichtbare slrche, da ist Christus mitten unter ihnen,
da ist absolut alle Kirchengewalt, auch alle Gewalt
zur Ausuebung derselben, hneisse dlese Kirche Urts-
oder hausgemeinde, Konzil oder Synode, Konferenze
oder Anstalt, sel sie mobil oder stationaer.”

Der Herr definiert hier (in Matt. 18,20) die Gemeinde
(die acuscere Jrtegemeinde), der er eben vorher die
oeffentliche Zucht, den Bann befohlen, von deren
Geann er eben gesapgt hat, er cel im Himmel gueltlg,
und faehrt dann fort, die himmlishe Geltung des
Ortsgemeindebannce damit zu bekraeftigen, dass schon
das blosse Gebet von zwel oder drel Christen im
Himmel kraeftig sei, also auch oder viel wmenhr ihr
Bann, = um schliesslich die XKraft lhres Bannes und
ihres Gebets derauf zu stuetzen: "Denn wo zuel oder
drei verramrelt sind in meilnem Namen, da bin ich
mitten unter ihnen." 1Ist damit nicht so klar, dass
Jedce Kind es verstchen kann, gecagi: Wo zwel oder
drel lenschen auf seinen iHamen hin belsammen sind,
de ist Christus selbet nit aller, auch seiner Bann-
gewalt, unter ihnen, dass also zwel oder drel so

6. Aug. Pleper, "Gibt es im NHeuen Testament gesetzliche
Verordnungen," Theologlsche Quartalschrift, XIIT,3 (Juli 1915),
P. 177
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irgendwo versammelte Christen dlec Banngewalt haben?
== Dasc zwel oder drel in Onpristi Hamen Versammelte
Kirche oder Gemeinde sind, steht doch wohl unter
Christen fest. Aber auch das 1st klar, dass zwei
oder drei "wo! in Cpristi lamen Versammelte elne
Ortesgemeinde ausmachen. Denn in allen iprachen ist
doch das Indefinitum "wo" Bezeichnung cines Crto.
"tio" helsst doch hier klar: "An welchem Ort". Und
der Herr limitiert doch hier den Ort, das "uWo"
nicht. Eg helect doch wo immer auf Lrden, an
irgend elnem Ort, wo es auch seln moege. It das
sonnenklar, so ittt es nicht minder der Ausdruck,
"in meinem liame" -, oder wie es im Griechischen
bestimmter helsst: "Auf meinen lamen" versammelt
gein « An dem "versammelt sein” als cinem
"acusserlich beisammen sein" kann doch nur die
Verlegenheit ruetteln; und auf Christl llamen ver-
seammelt,sein kann, da des Herrn Name (des alttesta-
mentliche "schem J'hovah") nichte anders ist also
selne “madenherrlichkeit, nichts anderes helssen
als entweder im Vertrauen auf, zum Genuss selner
Znadenherrlichkeit, oder zur Verherrlichung, dil.,
zun Bekenntnie, zur Verkeuendlgung, zur Predigt
derselben versammelt sein. Beldcs aber, der Genuss
der Tnadenherrlichkelt Christl und édle Predlgt
dcrselben kann &eusserlich nur geschehen durch
Handhabung desc Worts und der Sakramente. S50 haben
wir hier dle, auch ohne alle Exegese an sich Kklare,
unsissverstaendliche Aussage Chriotl, dase er mit
all seciner Onade uvnd Gewalt mitten unter jeder
Anzzhl von ilenschen sein wolle, dle irgendwo auf
Erden belsamnen selen seln vWort unt Sakrament zu
treiben, kurz bel jJjeder, auch der kloinsten Christen-
gemcinde irgenduwelchen Orte. Zwel oder drel Christen
irgemvio vercammelt, sind eine Orteogemelnde, und dass
gle es sind, geht darauc hervor, dass ele Gottes
Wort lehren und hoeren und irgendwo belisammen sind.
S0 gchoeren also zum Begriff Urtsgemeinde nur zwel
wesontliche lMomente: l. Zwel oder mehr Christ,

7. Footnote:"Man darf uns hlcraus nicht unterschieben,
wlr lehrten, dass schon je zwel oder drel Christen innerhalb
einer bestchenden Ortogemelnde das Recht haetten, ohne dle
andercen Glleder die Banngewalt auszuueben. Das hiesee
Unordnung und Hotterel lehren.”

Yeof: the definition glven includes also such an eccleslola
in ecclesla. 1Is it any more "Unordnung" to ascrlbe such
power to & group within the loecal congregation than to the
Synod or any other temporary or occaslonal meeting?




2. e¢in Ort. Oder um es ganz aocusserlich zu fassen:

1. Zwel oder mehr lenschen, die gemeinschaftlich

doticzs Wort betrachten, und 2. irgend =in Ort.

Kurz, jede irgenwo und wann auf Erden zu gfemein-

schaftlicher Anrufung, Betrachtung, Prealgc des

gnadenreichen Yamens Christi versammelte Schar von

mindestens zwel oder drei Christen ist nach dem

Simnmerfhristi in der ganzen Helligen Schrift eline

Oritsgemelnde im strengen, d.h. wanren Sinne des

Worts und hat die Gewalt der Schluessel S0 unver-

acusserlich zu elgen, wie jJjede eligentllich so

zenannte Pfarrgemelnde mit zwanzig Pfarrern.a

This discussion was brought about by the so-called
"Cineinnatifall® or "von Schilichten Fall". A certain pastor
von Schlichten had excommunicated all of his members who
refused 1o send thelr children to the Lutheran school. He
was ccnpured by his conference and suspsnded by Synod. ©Some
leaders of the lisconsin Synod held that this synodlcal
suspension was equivalent to excommunication. They held
that the Synod, being a group of Christlans at one place, 1is
properly a congregation with the right t0o exercise church
disciniine.

we have shown in the first part of this paper that the
term ekiklesia is never used in the iew Testament for the mere
presence of a number of Christians at one place, but an
organlzational entity, whether assembled or not, which can
and doen assenble regularly over a longer period of time.s

To consider the Synod a congregation leads one 1lnto a

£
i

8. Auyg. Pieper, “Zurléééiéenaigung in der gegenwaertigen
Diekuspion ueber Kirche und Amt," Theologlsche juartalschrift,
IX, 3 (Juli 1912), pp. 192-197.




dllema. If the membership of the congregation called Synod
conslats of all the Christiane in the local congrezations
belonging to Synod,? At 1s indeed an organizational entity
exicting over a longer period of time. But it is not e
. local congregation, which can assemble for the purpose
of having the Gospel nreached and the Sacramenta administered.
It has never hapnened and probably never will hapoen that
the entire membership of Synod will assemble at one place.
Then what becowes of the "wo zwel oder drei versammelt sind"?
Synod is not a group of Christians "an einem Ort".

On the other hand it may be held that the Synod is a

congrepailon conslsting only of those Christians who come

9. This 1s the view held in the Wisconsin Synod.

Die Syncde besteht fort in allen Gemelnden, Pastoren,
etc., die sich.in ihr zu gemelnsaiien wlrken zusaumen=
getan haben, ob sBle versammelt isi oder niacht.

S5ie all tragen durch lhre oefientlichen Gottesdlenste
odory Konferenzen zu Hause ununterbrocken die Kennt-
zeichen der iirche an sich. 5ie besteht waehrend der
Zeit, dle zwliechen lhren Versammlungen liezt, fort

in den von ihr geschaffenen und beaufiragten Ange=
gtellien ale Verwaltungs- oder Lehrbeamicn, die alle
dile Kenntzeichen des Glaubens oceffentlich an sich
tragen. Die Gemeinden der Synod sind unversazmelt
ebeneo gut Kirche im eigentlichen Sinn des uorts wie
dle unvercammlten Christen oder (emeinden der
Provinzen Judaca, Galilaea und Samaria in Akt. 9,31.

Aug. Pieper, ''Die Lehre von der Kirche und ihren
Kennizeichen in Anwendung auf die Synode,” Theoclogische
guartalschrift, IX, 2 (April 1912), p.1l05.
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together for the conventlion meetings, i.e., those who happen
to be delegates to that one convention. %nen il 1s merely
a temporary gathering, not an organizational entity and
not laectling for a period of time.

It 1o further argued that, because the Synod esonsists of
Christiang and has the marks of the Church, it must be church.

Wir froagen: Waa macht einen Haufen licnachen zur Ge-
meinde Gotten, zur Gemeinde im eigentlichen Sinne
dea lVorta? - Antwort: Nicht die aeussere Organlsa-
tion zu einer acusseren lLokalgemeinde, sondern der
Glaube oder das (Geheliligtseln in Christo Jesu durch
den Glauben. BEine glauebige Synodalversammlung ist
*emeinde im eligentlichen Sinne des iiorts.

Woran erkennt man mit gottgebotener Hicherhelt eine
Versammliung ale glaeublg, ala Glaeubi, e enthaltend,
also als Rirche ik strengsten Sinne? &4ntwort: Daran,
dago sie das REvangelium treibt. Luther: "Wo du nun
aoleh wort hoerest, oder slenest predigen, glaeuben,
bekennen und darnach tun, da habe keinen Zweifel,
dacs gewisslich daselbst sein muss elne recnte
Beclesia sancta Catholica, und christlich helllg
Volk (1 Pel. 2,9), wenn ihrer gleich schr wenlg sind.
Denn Gottes Wort gehet nicht ledig ab (Jes. 55,11),
pondern muss zul wenigeten ein Viertel oder Siueck
von Acker haben (das VWort als Same der Kirche). Und
wenn ponst kein Zeichen waere, denn dies allein, so
waere es genugeam zu weiscn, dass dasclbet muesste
sein ein christlich heillg Volk. Denn dGottes Volk
kann nicht ohne Gottes liort sein. Wer wollte es
sonst predigen oder predigen hoeren, wo keln Volk
Totites da waere (das redlgen und liceren des lioris
als eigentuemliche Art der Kirche)}." - "Aurl dass wir
lernen, dass dasclbst dle Kirche und Gemeinde Gottes
sei, wo das lort gehoeret und gelenrt wird, esc sel
gleich mitten in der Tuerkel, oder im Fapsttum, oder
auch in der Hoelle. Denn Gottesa Wort isl cs, das
die Hirche machet; das ist der Herr ueber alle Certer;
an wolchen Ort nur dacsselbe gehoert wird, da sollst
du es gewiss davor halten, schliessen und cagen: Hier
ist gewlsslich Gottes faus, hiler siehet der lilmmel

Ofren." -
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Hat denn nun unsere Synodalversamzmlung dle Kennts
zelchen der wahren Kirche? Antwort: Ja! Donn dort
herrscht das Wort stark, mit Gebet und cefientlicher
Predigt und Referat und Gesang und EZrnonnung von
Predigern, mit Absolution und Sakramentsverwaltung.lO
All of thls does not prove that the Synod iz a congrega-
tion, havin ¢ the power of excommunication. It merely proves
"dasp in einer Synodalversammlung... Christen, Glaeubige
9ind."1l Jhat no one will deny. It seems to me that this
whole aconcept rests on a fallure to distinguish between the
una sancta ecclesisa and the ecclesia particularis. The
relatlonship between the invisible church and the local

congregation wlll be consldered in the followling chapter.

10. Ibid., p.102.
11. ibid., p.103.



II. The Relation of the Local Congrecgation to the
Invieible Church.

There is only one church, which conslsts of only
Christians and all Christians.

The Church, in the proper sense of the term, 1ls the
communion of salnts, that 1s, the oum total of all
those who have been called by the Holy Spirlt through
the Gospel from out of the lost and condemned human
race, who truly believe in “hrist, and who hawve been
aanctif&gd by this falith and incorporated into
Christ.

he Church properly %s the congregation of saints
and trus believers.l

When the Cpurch is defined, it 1s necescary to define
that which is the living body of “prist, and which

is in name and in fact the Church (which is called

the body of Christ, and has fellowship not alone in
outward cigns, but has glf&s in the heart, namely,

the lioly Ghost and faith.l

Wherefore we hold, according to the Scriptures, that
the Church, properly so called, is the congregation
of saints (of those here and there in the world),
wvho truly belleve the Gospel of Christ, and have the
Holy Ghoot.l5

The local Christian congregation is essentially, l.¢.,

in the sight of God, the local appearance of the one holy

Christian Ghﬁfeh. The real members of the local congregation

are members of the invisible Church.
The YNew Testament throughout speaks of the members of

the local congregations as being Christians, bellcvers.

12. UWalther, Kirche und Amt, Thesis I, translated in
Dallmann, Dau, and Ingelder, walther and the Church, p. 56.

13. Augsburg Confession, Art. VIii, irigiot, p. 47.

14. APOIOEY. Art. VIII » Tglslot. Pe 31 ®

15. Ibid., D.237.




"And the Lord added to the church dailly such as should be
saved" (Acts 2,47). "The ohurchén...-uniking in the fear of
the Lord, and 1n the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied®
(Acts 9,31). "The churches were established 1n.the faith"
(Acte 16,5). "That ye rcceive Phebe in the Lord, as bccometh
saints" (Rom. 16,2). "Unto the church of God which is at
Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called
to be saintse” (1 Cor. 1,2). "Churches.of the saints" (1 Cor.
14,33). "Unto the church of God which 1s at Corinth, with
all the saints which are in all Achaia" (2 Cor. 1,1). "The
grace of God bebtowed on the churches of ilacedonia" (2 Cor.
8,1). "Churches of Judaea which were in Christ" (Gal. 1,22).
"The Church of the Theesalonians which is in God the Father
and in the Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 1,1). "The churches
of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 2,14).
"Unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess, 1,1). Paul says to the
memberse of the local congregaticn in Rome, "Ye also are the
called of Jesus Christ: To all that be in Rome, beloved of
God, called to be saints" (Rom. 1,6.7.). He writes to'the
"saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse"
(Col. 1,2). Peter writes to the "elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of
the Spirit" (1 Pet. 1,2). "The church that is at Babylon,
elected together with you, saluteth yoﬁ“ (1 Pet. 5,13). "To
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them that have obtained like preeioﬁa faith with us through
the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ"

(2 Pet. 1,1). Jude writes to "them that are sanctified by
God the Father, and preserved in Jecus Christ, and called"
(Jude 1).

These wordo were all addressed to local Chrisctian con-
gregations, and the true members of the congregations are
addressed as elect, salints, those who have been saved,
churches of God, in Christ Jesus. Thus we see that the
local Chricstian congre@aﬁion consists essentlally of saints,
elect, belicving Christians. lembership is determined solely
by felth. But only God can see faith in the hearts-of His
children; "The Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Tim. 2,19).
Aind the local congreration is a vieible organization, 1.e.,
vieible to .men, who cannot see faith, but must Judge by cone
feesion. As such a vislble organization the local congrega-
tion may include also hypocrites or even manifest sinners.

Tn this 1life many hypocriaea and evil persons are
mingled with the Church.

For we grant that in this 1life hypocritces and wicked
men have been mingled with the. Church, and that they
arc members of the Church according to the outward
fellowship of the signses of the Church, i.e., of Word,
profession, and Sacraments, especially 1f they have
not been excommunicated.l?

16. Augsburg Confession, Art. VIII, Triglot, p. A7.
17, Apology. Apt. VITI, Trigiot, p. 287
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We confess that in this 1lifc many hypocrites and

wicked men, mingled with these, have the fellowship

of outwvard slgns, who are members of the Church

according to this fellowship of outward signs, and

accordingly bear offices in the church (preach,
administer the sacrawfgta, and bear thc title and

name of Christians).

Poul addressced the group at Corinth as a Christian con-
gregatlon, although the man gullty of incest was still on
the membership roll and, in the eyes of men, =till conslderqd
a mcrber of the congregatlion, (1 Cor. 5). Again, Paul writes
to the "churches' of Galatia, although he testificz concerning
some of the members: "yo are fallen from grace" (3al. 5,4).

In the parables Jesus descoribes the kingdom of God in
ite appearance before men. In Hatt. 13, 47-50, He likens
the kingdom of (od to a net containing both good and bad
fiches. 4in the parable of the marriage of the king's aon
(Matt. 22,2-14), the man which had not on a wedding garment
is pictured az a member of the corporate group. - "Then shall
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins.... And
five of them were wlse, and ?1ve were focollsh" (Matt. 25,1.2).

In this 1ife hypocrites may be mingled with the true
believers in the local congregation. "Nevertheless hypocrites
and nominal Christians are, properly speaking, itrue members
neither of the invisible nor of the vieible Church. They

are only outward adherents of the Church as, for instance,

18. Ibid., p. 237 «
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to use a2 rather crude but striking 1llustration often employecd
by our sturdy fathers, mud attaches iteseclf to the wheels of

a wagen on heavy, wet roads."19

While we say that hypocrltes may be found in the !1§1ble
Wﬂ.‘-

assoge at%gn of the local congregation, we .

There 1s no visible congregation that is composed

of none but true Chrilstians; hypocrites are certain

to find their way into every Christlan congregation.20

There is one holy Christian Church. The true believers
in the locsl Christian congregations are, in the sight of
tod, part of the invisible Church. But the local Christian
congregation is a group vislble to men. As such it may
includc hypocrites and even manifest simmers. The figure
of speech here used is synekdoche, the whole being named for
the pori, i.e., the believing part. The congressation 1s the
vescel or recceptacle contalning & part of the invisible

Church.

19. J. Theodore lueller, "The Christian Gongregation:
i1to rights and dutles," Concordia Tpcological lonthly, X
(Mﬂy. 1539), p. 332.

20. Ce. F.W.l’lﬂlthel'. ghlu'ch I'iembe!‘ﬂhig, P 2.



III.  Institution, Purpose, and Marks.

All spiritual powers are included in the Office of the
Keoys which is glven to the holy Cpristian Church.

The believing Christians are called "priesis and

kings before God, or "the royal priesthood” (1 Pet.

2,5.9; Rev. 1,6), "anointed" (1 John 2,20.27),

Christ's affianced bride (2 Cor. 11,2), “the body

of Cnrict," in and among whom Christ dwells (1 Cor.

12,273 iiatt. 18,20); they are desceribed as equal

brethren (Matt. 23’8'11)6 as the possessors of’a%%

things (1 Cor. 3,21-23: "All things are yours").

The treasurcs of the Word, the Sacraments and Absolution
are given %o Christians only. 7o grant these precious glfts
to unbelievers would be casting pearls before swine. God
would certainly not do that. To the royal priesthood Christ
says, "All things are yours".

However these spirlitual powers, given to each Christian
as a spliritual priest, are to be carricd on by the local
Christian congregation. For the enjoyment of the rights and
the performancé of the duties given to Christians, God has
instituted the local Christian congregation.

It is a dlvine ordinance that the Christians of a glven
locality meet for publlic, for jJjoint worship and fellowship.
"ot forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 28 the
manner of some is; but exhorting onec another" (Hebr. 10,25).

The holy writer here dlstinctly commands that the Christians

21. Da2llmann, PDau, and Engelder, op. cit., ». 91.



assemble themselves for the purpose of Christian fellowship,
1.e., to exhort one another to "hold fast the profession of
our faith wiihout wavering" and "to provoke one another unto
love and to good works" (vv.23.24). Clearly thls passage
applies %o the local congregation. Only & definite local
group of Chrisntlans who meet regularly can aseemble for
mtual encouragemont in failth and good woris.

In Col. 3,16 the Apostle tells us the means to be used
in mutual exhortation and admonistion, "Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wlsdom; teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." If
Christiane are to teach and admonish one another according
to the Word of God ap it is applied in the psalms and hymns,
it 12 escential that ihcy be able to come togather. TIhe
implication is that this should be continued regularly.

Although prayer is the right of every individual member
of the Christlan Church, prayer fellowship is specifically
assoclated with the local congregation. Thus we read con-
cerning the. congregation at Jerusalem, “They 11fted up their
voice to God with one accord" (Acts 4,24); "And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they were aasembled to-
gether" (Acts 4,31); "Prayer was made without ceasing of the

church untc God for Peter" (Acts 12,5); "Many werec gathered

together praying" (Acts 12,12).



Hence we are told of the first Christian congrogation:

And they continucd stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
‘prayers. #And feaf came upon every soul: anéd m
wondera and signs were done by the apostles. And
all thet belleved were together, and had all things
comuons ... £And they, continuing daily with one
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, 4id eat thelr meat with gladnece and
silngleoness of heart, Praising God, and having favour
with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved. (Acta 2,42-47).

The common celebration of the Lord's Supper is a divine
ordlinance, and the local congregation is placed in charge
of the Lord's Supper.

For we Deling many are one bread, and one body; for
we are all partekers of that one bread (1 Cor. 10,17).

For first of all, when ye come together in the church,
I hear that there be divisloms among you;.and I partly
believe it.... WVhen ye come together thereiore into
ne placd, this is not to eat the Lord's Susperece.
mor I have recelved of the Lord that which also I
dellvered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same
nizht in which e was betrayed, took breadesse
(1 Cor. 11,18.20.23). }

God has instituted the local Uwpristian congregation that
Chriztians uay admonish and strengthen one another in faith
ans docitrine and life. To accomplish these purpases God
has glven tc the uee of the congregation His Lord and Sacra=
mente. Lo aid in this purpose Jod hae also siyqn another
institution, namely, church dlscipline.

Thus says the Lord, Hatt. 18,17: "Tell it unto the
church: but 1f he neglect to hear the chuvrch, let
hir be unto thee as an heathen man and & publican”.




No proof 1s needed to show that the Lord in this

g;s;:g? is speaking of a vislible particular, local,

In the name of our Lord Yecus Christ, when ye are

gathered together, and my spirit, with the power

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 7o delliver such an one

unto Satan.... Therefore put away from among your=-

selves that wicked person. (1 Cor. 5,6.7.13).

It 18 to be noted that the latter passage is addressed
to a local congregation. It demands a more or less coherent
group which can gather together.

God has ordained that groups of Christlans come together
regularly for Jjoint worship, joint celebration of the Lord's
Supper, and Joint action in church diseipline. Therefore
we conclude that God has instituted the local Christian con-
gresation. _

As a correlative to the local Christlan congregation
God hanm institutcd the public ministry, which 1s the authority
conferred by God throuzh the congregation, as holder of the
prlesthood and of all church powver, to administer in public
office the common rights of the spiritual priesthooé in be-
half of ell.

The divine institution of the ministry of the lNew Testa=-
ment appears from the call of the holy apostles to the min-
istry of teaching. Matt. 10,2-8; 28,13-20; Luke 9,1-10;

Mark 156,15: John 20,21-23; 21,15-17. "As my Father hath sent
me, even go gend I you" (John 20,21).
22. 1Ibid., D. 64.




The apostles who had been dircctly called by Cnrist
recognize as fellow-minicters all those who had been cailad
by the_eongregatlon. "The elder: which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder". (1 Pet. 5,1). John calls
himself an eldefwté John 1; 3 John 1). Paul calls Tycﬁlcus
fellow-servant (Col. 4,7) and he calls Epaphroditus his
"companion in labor and fellow-soldler" (Phil. 2,25). Paul
calls himself ané Sosthenes "ministers of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God" (1 Cor. 1,1; 4,1). "Paul and
Timotheus, the fellow-servants of Jesus Christ" (Phll. 1,1);
"Timotheus, my workfellow" (Rom. 16,21). Although the
apostles were dlrectly called to that office which had been
instlituted by Christ, they consider those who have been in-
directly called to be their equals.

Scripture tells us that all who have been rightly called
to the ministry by the congregationsa have been placed there
by God Himeelf.

Take heed therefore unto yourselves and to all the

flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you over-

seere to feed the Church of God, whici: He hath pur-

chaced with His own blood (Acts 20,28).

And God hath set some in the Church, first apostles,

secondarlly prophets, thirdly tecachers, alfter that

miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments,
diversities of tonzues. Are all apostles? Are all

prophete? Are all teachere? Are all workers of
miracles? {1 Cor. 12,28.29).

And He (Christ) gave some, apostles; and some, prophets.
and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers"

(Eph. 4,11).



And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry
which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou

fulcill it" (col. 4,17).

Such called ministers are called servants of God, 1 Cor.
4,1; 1 Thess. 3,2; Col. 1,7; 2 Cor. 5,20.

God Hinmself has lald down the requirements for the office
of the public ministry, 1 Cor. 14,34.35; 1 Tim. 2,11.12;

1l Tim. 3,1=7; Titus 1,5-9.

Finally we have the exampie and direct command of the
apostle to establish the public . ministry in every congrega-
tion.

And when they had ordained them eldersc in every

church, and prayed with fasting, they commended

them to the Lord, on whom they believed (Acts 14,23).

‘For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou

shouldest set in order the thinges that are wanting,

and ordain elders 1n every cilty, as I had aprpointed
thee (Titus 1,5).

e may say that the divine institution of the congrega-
t:ion proven the institation of the public ministry, and that
the divine institution of the ministry provec the institution
of the congregation. The two are corrclatives; each pre-
supposes the other. The pactor or shepherd is one who cares
for a flock; hence he nmust have a definlte flock to care for.
The existence of a flock (Acts 20,28; 1 Pet. 5,2) presupposes
a shepherd to care for them.

God has instituted the local Christian congregation for
the purpose of joint worship, joint celebration of the Lord's




Supper, and the exercise of church discipline, and He has
instituted the public-ministry for the care of the congrega-
tion and the adminietration of these purposes.

The Christlan congrezation i1s an association of Christians,
with whom unbelievers may be externally 6onnected, who have
united for the definlte and specific purpose of having the
Word of Cod preached and the Sacraments adminlisctered by a
minlister whom they have called.

We note that it is the purpose @or whiech: the Upristians
have unlted which makes them a Christian congregation. Only
the local Christian congregation has this inherent purpose.
‘The local congregation is the only group of Christians whose
primary purpose 1ls the administration of the ifeans of Gracs.

The primary purpose of the Synod 1s the cooperation of
local congregations rér the extension ol the Xingdom of God.
While the assembled d:legateé may hear the Word preached and
receive the Sacraments, this 1s not thelr purpoce in attend-
ing the convention. They have rather come for the express
purposc of representing their congregations. Nor can 1t be
gald of the officers of Synod that they are, by virtue of
thelr synodical office, "stewards of the mysteries of Goad".

Conferences, schools etc., arc for educatlional purposes,
not for the administration of the Heans of Grace. Persons

who are to be recognized as Christians by thelr confcssilon
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may meet to discuss ecivic problems, to study firsi-ald, to
bulld a house, or to play cards. They may meet on a train,
in a h:tel lobby, a restaurant, or a rovie theater. XYet the
mere presence of a group of Christlans wlthout the essential
i L _.aﬂ&Tsz'f'
purpocse does not constltute a congresat on.“h_ - Bay,

{ Dle elgentliche Ortsgemelnde 1st niemand anders 2ls

i dle glaeubigen Christen, dle sich an dem Ort zZusammen-
mefunden haben, dle sich zueinander und nifteinander
oefientlich zu Christo bekennen.

We may say that the lMeans of Grace are the marks (nctae,
Kenntzeichen) of the church in a twofold sense. The lieans
of Grace mark a group of persons as Christiang and they mark
the Christiane as a group which has united for the purpose
of functlioning ae & Christian congregation.

The-indlvidual Christian, desiring to’'join himself with
other Christians, cannot look 1into the hearts of his fellow-
men and determin who is a true Christian and who 1s not. Yet
he can determine vwhere other Christians are to be found.

He hears men confees the falth he has; he meets

them as they gather about the preaching of the

Gospel and the observance of the Sacraments; he

sees them practise what they preach. He is sure

that emong them he will find those who lanwardly

are what they outwardly seem _to be, living members

in the body of Jesus Chrisct.2 '

Whercver the liord of God is preached and the Sacraments ad-
ministered we may know that there are Christlans.

iloly Seripture tells us: "So is the kingdom of God

(that is, the Church) as if a man should cast sced

into the ground and shoulé sleep and rise night and

day and the secd should spring and grow up he knoweth

not how," lMark 4,26.27. However, Scripturce tells
us likewise what this seted 1s; 1t says, "The Sower

23. Karl Kroetzschmar, lMutual Obligations of the iiinistry
and the Congrcgetion, p. 6.
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sowcth the wWord", v.l4. Hence, according to Scripture
the wWord of God is the seed from which the members
of the Church, or, in the 1l uage of Scripture,
"the children of the kingdom," iiatt. 13,38, eprout
forth and are generated. At the same {ime, however,
God issues in Scripture the preclous promise: "As
the raln cometh down and the snow Irom heaven and
returncth not thither but watereth the earth and
maketh it bring forth and bud that it zay give seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall iy
Word be that gceth forth out of iy mouth: it shall
not return unto lie vold, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it chsll prosper in the
thing wherecto I send it," Is. 55,10.11. Ve see from
thip, not only that the VWord of God is the seed from
which alone the members of the Church arce born, but
alec that from 1t there cértainly bud forth always,
wheresoever this heavenly seed is sown, some
"ehildren of the kingdom," "without men's knowing
how," in accordance with the divine, undeceilvable,
and infallible promise. Wherever, thecrefore, this
secd 1s sown, there the Church indeed is not seen,
but theore we have an undeceivable mark (criterion)
that the Church, that a group of true beliecvers and -
painte in Christ Jesus, a congragatlion of children

of Zod, exists.2

Since Baptism and the Lord's Supper are means by which
the grace of God 1s conveyed and the portale of the invisible
church are opened to men, we may know thﬁt wherever these
Sacraments arc are adminlstered according to Christ's institue-
tlion there are Christians present.

As the 'leans of Grace mark the Christians, they also
mark the group of Christians which unites for the purpose of
functioninz as a Christian congregation, i.c., for the pur-
pose of having the leans of Grace adminlstecred by a sorvant

of the Word according to God's will and comrAnd.

24. Dallmann, Dau, and Ingelder, op. ¢it., pp. 60.61.




The Christian congregation is an assoclation of true
Chrictians (with whom, however, hypocrites and manifest
slnnere may be externally conmected), living 2t one place,
who are esroclated for a longer period of tlimc for the pur-
pose of having the Word of Cod preached and the Sacraments
agdministored toc them by a called pastor.

The congregation is not the mere presence of Christians
at one place (Wisconsln Synod). The congregation 1is not the
mere outward orgenizatlon, including unbellicvers in 1its
escence (Roman Catholic Church). The congrezatlon does not
cease 1C be a true congregation if unbelievers, even unbelliev-
ing pesztore, are mingled with the Christians in the vislble
corporate body (Donatlem). The essentlal purpose of the
Christian congregatlon is not the physical and soclal welfhrg
of the community (Social Gospel), but the edifying of the
Body cf Chriet through the iieans of Grace.

The ecrreet understanding of the essence of the loeal
Christisn congregation 1s necessary to & proper relatlonship
toward our own congregation and other congregetlons, toward
cur Synod angd other Lutheran bodlesz, toward otlher denomina-
tione and congregations. The knowledge of the essence of the
Christisn congregation is necessary to a proper understanding
of the entive dootrine of the Church and the “lnlstry. HMay
God lead us into a fuller and deeper lnslght Intc this

fundamental éocirine.
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