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:P.c,.lois;:";. ·1:; t; e ... o::• • -.rox·oovf:r, aa S:or me• G<m. £0,.,cid. 'that :c 
a.,c,uld s:.t:n a.~ainat l~?Je :'.,ord ia ouae:tng to p1.•e.y ~CU" ycu.1 

v; 1a.t 1,,.,,:,-a:r-J. bu ~I) yo'! d o n.ot even the pub11cana t)Je samo? 

And if ye anlute yol:.l' bztetbren onJ.7r, what do -yo r.to!9e than 

ot'::-.. ra'? clo · ot :iv,l::.1. -i;i : !)UbJ.im,mA s ?2 ri:· e d:u1;y 1s rr..aia 

hi s ~u~1uieo r: ,1 u1ocl 9rs. 

G OV011:tu1 all God.1 s doalinSo vi~h nwn - the ~reservation 

1. I Sann.tel 12:1g-20.2~. 
2. Katthew 5:44-47 



J.9 

and gro,1th o!: I:"1.s K1ne,ctcm. Ooci. J'imaal!· f.fft ~ li~hed t : la 

dual. founda~ion for the no~ld's ccntinucd 0 ~ 1 0 er.cc . 

:Pac.l so.id : Al]. th:tnr~n wor:? to tether to1• gooo to t·hG . th:lt 

love ffod, to t hoir,_ w: o are ·the cello,. aecol'd1:r.,~ t o • i a 
l "DUr:r,,o e, a.\ad m,-r,.st said, '1=:hi.s Gospel 01· the 11'\~d o1:1 

a'h.a:.Ll r,a r reac'i.od ·L all tho wo:rld f'or e v.,itneco unto 

all l'l:.-1.t:i.01:. ; ~ )l t l:G:ll oh ..:.!.l t ho fll!U aome. 2 AlJ. God ' A ncta, 

t' t ·i-. .t~ct thar. t,10 oe rson& ere 1 .•, c1ved "" 

control, enters t l1e p ict\t?"e, n.."ld his firnt t ought 1.s 

tllat ·t ! i s so·lll, too, slloul .. 11. :r,nrtake of' the 'hiess1ngs off 

God. ' s expe.nding Kingclom. I11ter-c ess,.on, the1•croro., i...'"1. 

----- -------=----,...._-
l • ll<.'1~10 lS ~: 29. 
z. ;,Ja ;.-;,,~.1.C:.\i 24 : l -1. 
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F-lnoat every 8li':!:mpl6 the Bible present■ to uu, · ! ... t ll . 

p1·imery .t ui·»ose oi the 1,1res~rvat1on ana. 11 pre;ta. oi: the 

Z.tufiuom or c;o • Lrayers a1·e 0 1·1·erue1 f!rut f i>r ernce in 

tl e f CJ r Ll Vtmeor, . f 1.d r.a . I' r t h o e t re ,g 1~ht=n 1 .f'aith o:r 
'• 

tl · 1.11":,y~e . f or bl thii n ·n u1,1>n t h e :N01.,b,. r~ nf t he ,::1 .u.·eb, 

l11 te1.~ce.!11ory 1>raye1.·a ~or 1'.orgivanaaa or s i 1a 21·e 

E> uu i•nt es pecially in the 01ei T~stament. li'l·obl Uoih=a on, 

r e, eri t .:d c f't c n i n the st:>::'j' of the .: ... -coduo, until it 

b .co ,e;:s t o the read.er Rn ina.ictment of I3l."aGl. ~l'be pldople 

c nmpl., it1""ct of t h e 'i rma, rna. Goo. sent t!1e :f irc nt t he 

·,-,J•a tn t 11e ir c --:r!lp. ~n1s uc, l~ er i.cd. .;J1to :r..;nc f!n, e.na. when 

""?sas 1,rayeu :1:11;0 ,:h e Lora. . ·the f ire w:1s C",acnahed . 2 "'hay 

J!l l.,:111!\l'Sd a t the rou~ journe:,,. ~ne1 d;t.d'nt trust Cfod. . lle 

s ent 1"it:~Y ser _pcnta. a mt t h peep.le asid: nay unto ~"l.6 

w rd. ~ :1c.: :i-.o ~~:l ,rayed: for the 1>eople. 3 llosea prayea. t~r 

~llevia t :i.~n o! t er,1_pcrcl p~in, but he prayea. f'irst ~or 

l • .t.Jur.cbcru 2i. :7 
2 . ?ilD!l ber a ll : 2 
3 . ~iumbe1.·n :31:7 



81 

remo"VDl. of' tbe oauae ror the■e tJ.'Ollble•• the 1'org1vene■a 

01' sins. Be himllelf' -• 4Np17 aonao1aw1 o1' th!•• u he 

told the larae1ltea in h1a r1na1 writ11Jg1 AD1 I !'ell dawn 

before the Lord, a■ at the f'il'at, 1'ort7 daJ'II and fort,' 

nigb.ta1 I 41d neither eat bread nor drink water, beoauae 

of' all 7our sins Whioh 7e alrmed. He a1ao prayed for 

1nd1v1dua1s for the same blessing: And the Lord vaa ve'l:7 

wroth Tlith Aaron to have destroyed him; and I prayed for 

Ae.ro1'l also the aamets.me. He was conao1ouB that tMa !'or­

givenesa fitted 1nto the larger purpose of' God. 1 a care for 

His church• for he baaed Ma Pl'IL'YW on tb1a I They are Tl'l,­

people. and thine 1nher1tance:1 

8Bm11el oont1nuall71nteroeded f'or hie people1a a1na. 

When d.ar.lger of destruotion at the han4 of' the Ph1U.at1nea 

'l'IBB 1mm1nent, Samue1 aald1 Gather a11 Iarao1 to lllspah• 

and I wll1 pray for J'OU unto the Lol'd. And when the people 

gathered, they fasted• and Baldi We have a1rmed against 
2 

the Lord. 'When the people asked for a nng, and God I B 

d1spleaSUl'9 was BhOIIIl, they came to Samuel and saids 

Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that•• die . . 
not: for we have added unto al1 our Bina tbJ.B evil, to 

ask for a Xlng~ When Samuel pra,-ed, it was for f'org1venea■• 

Perhaps the Old Testament •·a outstanding example 

1. Deuteronam,' 9:18.80.29. 
2. I Samuel 716.6. 
3. I Samuel 18119. 
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or 1nteme8■1on18 bul■ on ia'le pl"IQ9:r ~or toziglven••• la 

the great 1nte1'0e■■o17 prayer or nng So1omon at the ded1-

oat1on ot the temp1e. -So1omon pra-,.~ that God. woul.d 1eD!l 

a ravoring ear - Bear Thou 1n heaven - to the pra,-era ot 

the paop1e d1rected to H1■ BOWie• 1n a long categ017 ot 

hJ'POthet1cal troubles. Bu.t a1wa711 the Pl'IQ'e:r 18 couched 

1n these tezma1 Hear 'l'hou 1n heaven. and farg:lve.1 God'• 

answer. 1n a 8pec1al revelat~on. 11&8 glven 1n the aame 

te:nna: If' (they pray) ••• then 1'111 I hear frail heaven, 
2 

and 1'111 forgive their sin, and 1'111 heal their land. 

'When Hezeld.ah :refol'm.ed the :rel1g1oua obaervame■ 

of' the Kingclca of .Judah, a mu1t1tude or the peop1e •• • 

dhi eat the paa■over ot.hel'lliae than lt, waa Wl'ltten. But 

Hezek1ah pra7ed. for them:• aa'J'1Dgr ~e good Lord pardon 

every one that prepareth hie heart to ■eek God., the Lord 

God of his Fathera •••. 3 When Judah retuzined to the pro­

m1aed land f'rca exile• th&T forgot the 01'dinana1t that 

forbade their mingllng, 1'1th the 1nbab1tanta. and marr'-ed 

strange \dve8. Esra•·• moat monng Pr&J"•r la for f'o:rglve-, 

ne■a of th1a sin: behold, we are before Thee 1n our trea­

paaaea. tor we cannot stand before Thee because of th1a.4 

Nehemiah• before pra'J'ing tor favor 1n the eyea of Artaxer­

xes aa he aaked to rebuild Jeruaalem1 a wall, prayed for 

1. I Ittnga 8134.36.39.50. 
2. XI ·Chl'cmlo1ea 7114. 
3. II Cbzmdale■ 8<h1S-19a 
4. Esra 9115. · 



., 

h!.a people's f'orglveneaa, 1:bat God would be 1nol1ne4 to 
. 1 . 

grant the :further• t•poral f'avor. 

Such 1nte:roea■1on f'or slna •• Y1ta117 neoes■U7 

1n the Old Testament. W1t."'l.out a man to stand between the . . 
nat1on and 1ts Ood• and pray _f'or lts s1ns. the nation 

would be destroyed. Ezekiel reported the Word or Goda 

'l'he peop:Le of' the land have used oppreaaion •.•• and I 

sought for a man among them, that should make up the . . 

hedge, and stand 1n the gap be:tore me f'or the l!and• 'that 
. ~ 

I should not deatro.y. 1ts bu:b I found n_one. Therefore have 
a 

I poured out m1ne 1mlignat1on upon them., But .;~ the ~-

Testament churoh_,.h'a•itGnoneed:·'•f:ob.;'ll ihUllfalil p'i,ay..or~, for auoh 

1 on high priest beoame Ulle •., who needeth not da117, as 

those b.1gb priests, to of'f'er· up sacrU1oea, first £or B'1a . . . 
own sina, and then f'or the people'•• f'or this He did once, 

when He of'f'ered up H1maelf'J 17Jleref'ore He 1a able to save 

them to the uttermost that oome to God 'bJ' mm, see1ng 

He ·ever l:lveth to make 1nte~e•••1on f'or th.am.. 3 He baa 

made up the hedge, and atood 1n the gap, once f'or a11. . . 

He constantly pr&J11 aa He did on the cross,. Father, f'or-
4 

g1ve -them• f'or thq know not what thq do. 

But tb1a does not r·eleaae the Christian f'ram his 

duty. Stephen echoed Chriat1a prayers Lord._ lay not this 

l • Nehemiah l l 8,. s. Bseld.e1 22199--Z1. 
s. Heb.ren 71S6.,S'7.a5. 
4. Luke 2:S:S4. 



a1n to the1r charge.~ Jamee aomman4e4 the e1den of the 

ahlll'Ch, 1n v1a1 ting the ■iokr 1et: tliem pra.7 over h1m ••• 

And the prayer of faith ■bal.1 aave the a1ok. •• • and 1f 

he have canm1tted ·■1.na, th.,- ab.all be forglven him. And 

to each Chr1~t1ans Con~••• 'J'OUZ' f'~ul.t■ one to another, 

and pray one f'or another., that ye may be hea1e4.2 Job•• . . 
m1ataken cry: 0 that one might plead for a Jlilm w1 th Goda 

waa an:.1wered by the oommand: of God that he pray for h1• 

fr1ends.4 Our object1ona, too. are anawered b7 tho aom­

mnnd. 

Forg1vaneaa or a1na com.ea on1y through faith, thua 

the pl'ILyer for i'DrsJ,veneaa beoamea perf'eotecl 1n tha i)rayer 

tor f'aith •. Jesus to1d Peter: Satan hath desired to have 

thee ••• but.~I have prayed for thee, that. th'y fa-1th ~ail . 

not, and when thou art aonverted., strengthen t:."ly brethren. 5 

Peter1a faith and oonvera1on took primary pl.ace 1n Jeaua• 

prayer f'or h1a welf'ara.· Paul.'·• · ep1atlea are filled with 

such prayer•·• ·h1a :S.nterceaaory pra79r l.Ue ~•t have been 

·a busy one. !lo the Theaaa1on1ana he Wl'Oter night and 4q 

pra1'1Dg that we m1ght aee 'J'OU1" f'aoe, and perfect that 
6 

llh!.oh 1a 1aok1ng 1n your f'a1 th. He prayed f'or the 

th1nga that would 1nst111 and 1noreaae this f'aith1 we 

do not oeaae to pray f'ar 'JOll•••to desire thst ,e might 

1. Aota 7180. 
a. Jama• 5·114-16. 
3. Job 16121. 

4. Job 4ShB. 
5 ,. Luke 22: 32. 
a. I ~eaaaJ.oniana 3:10. 
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. . 
be f111ed with the Jmowledge or His "111 in wisdom azd 

~ UD'leratan:ling.1 Be pra7ed that h:l11 convert■ would be 

established and ocmf1l'me4 1n fa1th to the ands 'l'he Lord 

make 'J'OU :lnoreaae and abound 1n love one toward another• 

and toward all men ••• to the end that Be ma:y ■tabl1ah 

'J'Ollr hearts unblameable 1n holiness before God.2 He 

pray ed 1n the conf'1danoe that these vere proper pra7ers. 

according to the will of Goda In eve17 pra7er for 'J'OU 

mald.?JS request ••• f'or 'J'OUr .f'ellcnrsh1p ••• being confident 

of' thls... that He which hath begun a good work 1n 'J'OU 
, 3 

will perform S.t until the da7 of Jeeua Christ. He en-

11.ated the prayers of' h1a fell.ow-workers in the same 

cause: Epaphraa aa1uteth 7011• alwa~ laboring f'el'V'entl7 

for 'J'OU ~ pra7era, that }'OU ma,- stand perfect .and com­

plete in all the •111 of Goa..4 

God oontrol• am sove:rna the wor1d f'or the sake o.f' 

a group, arJ4 on1y move■ hl■tOZ'J' for 1n41v1dual.a 1n such a 

wa7 that the Sl'OUP may be benef'S.ttect. Intel'Oeaaoey pra79r . . 
f'1 ta '-taeU into God I a world plan• wben .. '1t)e CJu:iat:laD pra'Y9 

f'or bleaalnga upon that group, ~he Church of Chr1at. 'th!a 

includes prayer for the churoh and 1 ta members, prayers 

tor the leaders both b7 their own congregation member■, 
I 

and by all Ohr1atiana,. and common PN'J'8r, member f'or --

1. Co1oaa:lam 119. 
~ 2. I Thessalon1e.na 3:12. 

3 • J?hilj,Pf:!;1s 1 : 4-ci. 
4. Coloaa •112. 



ber. all .f'or the 11ho1e. 

Prayer fat! t;Jie manbers of the ohurah1 1a peoul.1ar17 

a duq- of the pastor of the oongz-egatlon •. Into h1a care 

a group of sou1■ la g1.venJ hla la the taak of 1eading 

them to 11f'e through the n,ana or Grace. For the7 watch 

.f'or 70Ur aou1a, aa they that nmat give acc~t.:t 'l'he 

pastor who attempts to acoamp11ah this task by his own 

:powers,. who und.erwr1tea the proJeot oh b1a cnm reapona1-

b111ty., 1s guilty of groa■ neg1ect o.f' duty. !l?he h1gher 

power under w..ioh he works csam a1ona tul..f'1ll the require­

ments of the ott1o·e., and the pastor mwst e.n11at that power 

or face .f'a11ure and oordemnat1on. Once again Paul 1a the 

examp1e t ;o whioh men would 4o 111111 to look. Evel'1 one ot 

his ep1at1es reoounta a prayer .f'or the members of' the 

church to which he writea; moat begin and end with bene­

d1ct1ona; 1n moat or them he assures the rea1p1ents of' 

his constant and earnest, prayer for their we1.f'are. And 

a1ways h1a prayer en11llta the he1p of God 1n furthering 

h1s pastora1 duty.. We pra7 a1waJ11 .f'or 7011, that our God 

would count 7012 worthy of tb1a ca111ng., and f'ulfU1 the 

go~ pleaaUN o.f' H1a goodnesa ••• tbat the name of our 

Lord Jeaua Obrist ma7 be g1or1f'1.ed 1n )'011•2 We do n9t 
. 

cease to pr117 for )'OU•••and to desire that J"OU might be 

.f'111ed with the knowledge ot H1a will ~n .11'1adClll and 

1. Bebrna 1a117. 
e. J:l: !rhesaal.onlana 1111 •. 12 .. 
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underatanding. ~t ye ml~t walk wortby of t.¾e Lo1•d ,mto 

all pleasing being fruitful 1n every good wol'k.1 

Thia paatora1 duty ot prayer tor the .tl.oolt answer■ 

to the w111 of God•a oh11clren., 1l'ho aak and expect such 

pra"Jer, t •ho .1he·objeict ·~oT prayer 1s againat the "111 of the 

pastor. 1'J1e duty ot pra.7e1• transcend■ the lack or natural. 

i nclination to prayer. The t;b1ng- diapleaaed Samuel, when 

t hey aa1d, Give us a King to judge us. And Samuel Pl'll'J'ed 

unto t he Lo:rd..2 His 1nol112&1;1on was to ref'uae the request. 

He knew the aOIU'Bo he want"4 to take. But he ■ought coun­

sel f'rom his God bef'orcs ho took tho step, and God revened 

his decision. 

A pastor praya tor a congregation, tor the entire 

church, that h1.a work may be atf'ect1 vely aped. But the 

.- pastors hands, too, need the 15.fting help of 1nteroeasory 

prayer to speed l!!!!! 1n their taaka. 'F'or this reason Paul 

ao frequently aaka the prayers or hi.a churches on bis 

be°t'.alf, as we have quoted above. 'l'he apostolic mi n1str., . . 
placed great oont'1denoe and :reliance 1n such prayer, aa 

they prayed a~ the election of Mattb1a111 Thou, Lord, ahow 

whether of these two men Thou hast chosen! and the result 

of the lo,t was unqueationabl7 regarded aa the oho1oEt or 
God, the amnrer to their pra"J&r• Pau1 t'Ulf'illed liia task 

1. Oo1osa1ana l:9.10. 
2. I Samuel a,e. 
a. Aota 1.:24. 
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an, a Christian• 1n i>ra'!'lng f'c:r the rl!eade:t11 Qt th-e_ Durch, and 

h1a task aa m1n1ater 1n pra~ for his peop1ea In h1■ 

f'1rat m.1adonar,- Jom-n.8J', as 1n a11• he appointed 1eadera 

for the astab11ahe4 oongregat~., and we read: when th8J' 

had ordained e1dera 1n every ohul'ah,,. and bad prayed nth 

f'aatinfb they commended the,11 to the Lord, on whom they 

be11aved.1 The co11ect f'or the nd.n1atry, and the general. 

prayers. are exoe1lent examp1ea _of 1nte:rceaaory pl'l\yer 

f'or the leaders of' the chU1'0h. 

'l'here is a third pattern of' 1nteroes■ory prayer 1n 

and for the ohu?-Ch nf Christ. 'l'he inhabitants of one city 

shall e;o to another, saying, Let us go apaed1ly to :pray . . 
beforn the Lo~.2 'J!!-1.J.s 1a the pattem. of -public prayer, 

:f'or the ohuroh by the church. Suoh pr.ayer aame otten to 

Christ 1n his minlatey. Aa the Samaritans, man:y- groups 

beaouaht Him that He would tarrJ' w1 ~ them. a The Pa alma 

abOUJJd 1n these prayera, the common desire o£ God.111 

children for the proteo,t1m and b1eaa1ns of their divine 

head: Save thy peop1e, and blea:a thine 1nher1tanoe, .feed 

them. a1ao, and 11ft them up. forever. 4 Show us thy mercy, 

o Lord, and grant us thy aa1vat:lon. 5 Do good• O Lord• 

unto thoae that be goad. 6 

The apec1al 1nteroeaa:lona read bef'ore our a1tar•• 

1. Acta 14123. 
2. Zechariah. 812)... 
a. John 4:40. 

4. Paalm 28c9. 
6. Paalm 8517. 
6. Psalm 12514. 
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tn comfort the be:rea,red~ t;o bleee th3 lJetrothed, t J-.e moth.era• 

for auoae11a in ah1U'Oh undePi;a_ldns11 Al'e auoh piira,-er.s. ~. 

aol1ect for Grae~, the aolleot for p_,,e, ~or the Wol'd, 

for many apec1allzed oalsmS t!.ea or gl"Ollpa in need of pl'll,.,ra. 

al'G all 1nterce11aiona of the oonsresation formembeN of 

1.h e corporate band. ,. 

In seeking as its- 1'1rat; and baaic purpoae the .tui­

.fillment• _of God' a great plan,. :tnteNe••~Y pi-~yer ctend.a 

beyond t h e boundaries or the chu1.'Cb1 alli aeeka to dl'llw 

the unbollevel' into those bond•~= 'l!his 1s t h e theme .or the 

gr eat~st o~ all 1nter oesaoi-y p:rayera• 1noo:rporated into 

t he greatest of ftl.l pmyera or an7 type. When 1n the Lol'dta 

P:t'llyer we pray,, 'l'h:y- KJ.JlgdC'ft aome, we Pl'll:'Y' for the &7.tenaion . . 
o:f t h e church to· every nalian.• We obey Ob:r1at I s .cmmmmd• 

p :ray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
. 1 . 

laborers 1n'to hi.a harvest. lfan7 ·regard th!a aa the in.; 

;. tens1..,e a011ling of the x1.,om, when our heaven17 Father 

gives ua Hia ·Holy Sp:1.-rlt, a.o that· b7 Ria graoe we believe 

E'!s a,17 Word, and lead a godly life here in time and 
·8 . 

hereafter in ete2'1n1ty. Yet the wonia have a broader 

1!18an1l1g, for the Kinsdom ?f God has •11-119 bean pio·tured 

aa coming to ever,y nation. every_ tribeJ t-o 1t shall the 

v Gent1lea seek~ :ml the oam1ng ··or the Xblgdom llynoDJm.Oll■ 

i.· r.tatthew 9139. 
2~ DJ-. Martin L11ther~ Smal.1 Cateob111m. Seoond Article. 

explanation • 
. 3~ Ia1ah 11:10. · 
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with 1.ts phenomana1 growth. 

Prayer f~ the gl'Olrth or the llngdom 111 di.reot and 

indirect. D1root pro.yur aakll that God's lfortl be sent to 

v heathen and unbeliever to work there ra1th am salvation. 

Pau1 aoked 8 Pray for ua• tbs.t the Word or ths Lord may 
1 

have froe courne, that Ood would open unto ua a door or 
utterance. to ~peal: th e ]D3'St~r:r of Christ ••• that I :nay 

mak o it taan11"ast.2 He stated: ?-4y heart's desire an:l prayer 

to God f or Israal 1s, that t haymight be aaved,3 through 

the ga.1nins of more :perf'ect kno\1l~dgc by t ho ·!lorci. or 

f &1th -:11 1cll he prenoh ed. 'l'he apo:;tolic church pra:yed 

. 1th Pete r : 'cm I,or .18 beh old. their thr es.ten1?J6s, .-.:.nd 

grant unto Thy_serv&nts that with all boldness they ma7 
4 

speak Thy Word. In Chr1at'a great 'b~-pr1os t l y prayer. 

_ c prayecl f'or the prcsc,1-tvation 91:' !'!'in f'ollowcrs 8 but !!e 

added: Neither pray I f'ott thcr.ao alone• mit f'or thei.::i also 

wh1oh e'hall believe on me th~ougl1. their word; that thq 

al1 may be one.5 

Interceaaol'J' pra7er ror the growth of the K1ngc!cm 

ia indirect when it uu. Plo~;{J.JYthe faith of the un• · 

believer, but for an anawer. t1thict1:.G~cr.w1:J.J:: 1:i~e ta_:: __ 

lead tbe unbeliever to ruth. E11Jah the ~1ahb1ta lived 

with a woman of Zarephath during a famine. Bia presence 

1. II 'l'J.,.essalon.tans s:1.2. 
e. Oo1oaaiana ,:s.4. 
3 •. Romana 10:1. 

4.. Acts 4:29. 
5./ John 17:20.a1. 
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greatJ.7 benef:ltta\ her, 1n 'that 1t enn"-bled ho:r to 11ve 

through tho :tam.tnfte Ba:t her aon ,t;t.e,1.1 and her. .taith 1n 

tho God of El.1,1"'1'\ wae bJ:10ken. What have I to do rit.11 

~ee, · O thou. man of God? ahe asked hJm. Art thou acme 

unto rite i;o oal.l. 'J!fY' sin to remembranoe, and tG a1ay my 

s o~? Elijah said to her, G~ve me t1ry aon , and. retiring 

to his pri.vate roan1 he or~od unto the Lord, and said, 

O Lord r:iy God., J: PN-:f t..~ee • let this ch1l.d' a aoul. came 

3.nto h1m aga111. 'l'he chil.d wa.a restored and tbe woman 

brought to £a.1th: l lOll by thi.s I ietlOW tbat thou art a 

1uan ot God, and that the Wo1'd ot the Lord 1n thy :mouth 

1ct t1'"11tb.
1 

Her oonversioh was ooruplete, for t:hriat uae4 

h or sto1•y in a robuke to the men ot Nazareth ro~ not 
2 

aoceptlne Him as Savior. In the same manner Elisha 

hea1od the aon of the Shunam1te, by 1Dtel'Cessory pra:yer.3 

J &IIUS, too, pe:r.tozimea m1raolea which had just this pur­

pose, stated 1n the oorae1ua1on to his f!.x•st mJ.raclos 

This beginni~ ~ mlraolea did Jesus in Cana of Ga11lee., 

and manirested forth His glory. and H1a dlsolpiea bel1eve4 

on tr1m.4 It was a dr1v1ng purpose ln Bia m1n1atr,- of heal~ 

i?lg, ao urgent that He prayed for lta auooeaa., when He 

raised Lazal'lls f'liom the dead. He 1Uted up Hie 8J'8• and 

said: Father,.. ::C thank Thee that 'I-hou hast heard Me,, and 

I knoc that Thou hearest me alwa'J'B, but beoauee of tho 

--------------
1, I JU.n_eA l.7:1~.21.24. 
2 .• Luke 4:25.26. 

v a. !I Xi~a 4:33~ 
4. John 2:11. 


