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and growth of [is Kingdom. God 'imssl: established thils
Qual foundation for the world's continued ewistence,

Pavl said: ALL things woxic tqrr.ether for good Lo them that
leve fGod, to thom Who &re the cellod accordinz teo His
m:rpu’se,q' 2né Christ sald, Thias Gospel of the Xinsdom
snell e nregched o all the world for & witnass unto
all nations; and tken shall the end comes~ ALL Godls tu:tu;
His deplince with men, indlividuals or grouns, whatever
thels Lmmediate purpose, it Into the Irsmoworl: of this
erenter, heslc progrom, All Shings work toward this end,
Therefors the snswor tc everr prayer, since It 1= an sct

of od toweré man, muat alse fit within thic nlan.

Thig affects intercesaory orayer rore than other
nreyeor, because of the fact that two peraons s:ro inveolved =
rrayor and pravee. «hen a Christien truly nrays, he is
" theroby wilitnessing his true Christienits, sxercising
himaelf in 2 work of saretificeation. fe 1s Mlf1lliing the
world-plan of God, 'hus he alweys prays Thy wlll be
dcne, But when he pravs for another, & soul of which he
heas no pernonal !mowledge, over which he hez no peracnal
cortrol, enters the pleture, and his first thought is
shat this soul, tco, should partake oi' the blessings of

God's expending Kingdome Intercession, thercfore, in

arn e @ s BB ER S A -

1. Romans S:28.
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elucst every ex:mple the Bible yresents to us, hizn tue
brimery purpose ox the preservation sna sgresa ol the
Dagaum of God. Irayers are offecrea first for grace in
thie forgeiveness f sins, oy the utre-gthenai falth cf-
the prayee, for blesusiagn upon the memburs nf tu» ciiurech,
for the Church's growih by ths snduition of unbelievers.

irayers for other spueific temporal blensings sre a.pended

to lhis primsry prayer.

interce:sory urayers for rorgivaness of =ins o1&
sbundent eapecially in the Old Testament. Xrow loses on,
LpeCial inuividusls stood 88 medliators betuecn ilaa & aa

Ucu, T0 pleuu for the alnz of the people.

The phreose: And Ynsca prayed foxr the penplel is
repeatsd cften in the stoxry of the FSxodum, until it
bacomea to the resder an inailetment of Isracl. The ueople
eomploined of the manna, eaa fRod sent the fire of the
ora to their ermp.  The negeple ericd unio Mocas, and when
¥ones prayec unto the Lora, the fire wes ;uanched.z "hay
murrmursd 2t the rough journery, and did'nt trust Cod. He
sent ficry serpents, and the pecnle Baid: Pray uatsc the
iord, 2nu ¥oses prayvsd for the pet)p.!.e.3 loses prayea for

alleviation of tenporcl pszin, but he prayed first forx

l. Hurbers 21:7
2. Numoers 11:2
S. Mumbers 21:7
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removal of the cause for theﬁ troubles, the forgiveness
of sins., He himself was deeply consclious of thi-; as he
told the Israelites in his final writing: And I fell down
before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and forty
nights: I did neither eat bread nor drink water; because
of all your sins which ye simned. He also prayed for
individuals for i:he same blessing: And the Lord was very
wroth with Aeron to have destroyed him; end I prayed for
Aeron also the sametime., He was conscious that this fore
giveness fitted into the larger purpose of God's care for
His church, for he based his prayer on this: They are Thy
people, and thine inheritance.l

Samel continually interceded for his people’s sins,
VWhen denger of destruction at the hand of the Philistines
vas imminent, Samuel said: Gather all Isracl to Migpah,
and I will pray for you unto the Lord. And when the people
gathered, they fasted, and sgid: VWe have sinned agalinst
the I-oz'd.2 When the people asked for a King, and God's
displeasure was shown, they ceme to Samuel and sald:
Prey for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die
not: for we have added unto all our sins this evlil, to
esk for a Ki.ng:." When Sarmel prayed, it was for forgiveness.

Perhaps the 0ld Testament's outstanding example

1. Deuteronomy 9:18.,20.29.
2, I Sarmel 7:5.6.
Se I Samuel 12:19,




of intercession's basis on the prayer for forgiveness is
the great intercessory prayer of King Solomon at the dedi-
catlon of the temple, Solomon prays that God would lend

a favoring ear = Hear Thou in heaven = to the prayers of
the people directed to His House; in a long category of
hypothetlecal troubles, But always the pz;ayer 1s couched
in these terms: Hear Thou in heaven; and fm-g!.vo.l God's
answer, in a apecial revelation, was given in the same
terms: If (they pray)sse then will I hear from heaven;

and will forglve thelr sin, and wlll heal their land..e

When Hezeklah reformed the religious observances
of the Kingdom of Judah, a multitude of the peoples..
did eat the passover otherwlise than it was wrltten. But
Hezeklah prayed for them, saying: The good Lord pardon
every one that prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord
God of his Fnthers...s When Judah returned to the pro-
mised land from exlle, they forgot the ordipance that
forbade their mingling with the inhabltants, and married
strange wives. Ezra's mgt moving prayer is for forgive=-
ness of this sin: behold, we are before Thee in our tres-
passes, for we camot standi before Thee because of this.4
Nehemiah; before praying for favor in the eyes of Artaxer-
xes as he asked to rebuild Jerusalem's wall, prayed for

l. I Kings B3:54.,36.359.50,
2+ II Chronicles 7:14,

3. II Chronicles 30:18=19.
4, Ezra 9:15.




his people's forgiveneas, that God would be ineclined to
grant the further, temporal ravor.]'

Such intercession for sins was vitally necessary
In the 0ld ‘I'estameflb. Without a man to stand between tne
nation and 1ts God, and pray for its s.’ms-, the nation
would be destroyed., Ezekiel reported the Word of God:
The people of the land have used oppressions..and I
sought for a man emong them, that should make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the Jgand; that
I should not destroy it: but I found none, 'I’he:;efore have
I poured out mine indignation upon them.z But == the New
Testament church., héds<noneed fof;a humdn praydér:, for such
on high priest became uS.e. WhO needeth not daily, as
those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, f:!.r;t for His
;an sins, and then for the people's, for this He did once,
when He offered up Himself; wherefore He 1s able to save
them to the uttermost that come to God by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for_ them.® He has
made up the hedgp,. and stood in the gap, once for 911.
He constantly prays as He did on the cross, Father, for-
give them, for they know not what they do«4

But this does not release the Christian from his
duty. Stephen echoed Christ's prayer: Lord, lay not this

1. Nehemiah 1:6,

2., Ezeklel 22:29«31,
S. Hebprews 7:26.27.25.
4, Luke 23:34.




sin to their charge.l James cormanded the oldera of the
church, in visiting the sick: let them pray over hime..
And the prayer of falth shall save the sickjee. and Af
he have cormitted sins, they shall be forgiven him, And
to each Christian: Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.® Job's
misteken ery: O that one might plead for a men with God>
was answered by the cormmand o;' God that he pray for his
:E'riend.4
mand

Our objectiona, i:oo. are answered by tho com=

Forgiveness of sins comea only through faith; thus
the prayer for forgivensss becomes perfected in ths prayer
for faith. Jesus told Peter: Satan!hath Gesired to have
thee.ee but. I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not, and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
Peter's faith and conversion took primary place in Jesus'
prayer for his welfara., Paul's eplstles are filled with
such prayers, his intercessory prayer life mmust have been
e busy one. To the Thessalonlans ho'mt;e: night and day
praylng that we might ses your face, and porfect that
which is lecking in your faith.s He prayed for the
things that would instill and increase this falth: we
do not cease to pray £or you.e.to desire that ye might

1, Acts 7:60. 4, Job 42:8,
2, James 5:14-1G, 5. Luke 22:32,
3. Job 16:21. , 6. I Thessalonlans 3:10,
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be £illed with the knowledge of His will in wisdom and
understanding.l He prayed that his converts would be
established and confirmed in faith to the end: The Lord
make you increase and abound in love one toward another;
and toward all men... to the end that He may stablish
your hoarts unblameable in holiness before God.- He
prayed in the confidence that these were proper pra-yers;
according to the will of God: In every prayer for you
making request..e. for your fellowship... being confident
of this... that He which hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Ghr:lst'.s He en-
listed the prayers of his fellow=workers in the same
cause: Epaphras saluteth you, always laboring fervently
for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and com-
plete in all the willl of God.4

God controls and governs the world for the sake of
a group, and only moves history for individuals in such a
way that the group may be benaﬁ.tted. I:}'bemessory prayer
fits itself into God's world plan, vhen the Christian prays
for blessings upon that group, the Church of Christ, This
includes prayer for the church and 1ts members, préyer_s
for the leaders both by thelr own congregation members,
anci by all Christians, and common prayer, member for mem=-

1. Colossians 1:9,

2., I Thessaloniens 35:12.
< Pb.ilipﬂ.::m 1:dai,
4, Coloss 4:12,
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ber, all for the whole,

Prayer for the members of the church, is peculiarly
a duty of the pastor of the congregation, Into his care
a group of souls is giveni his 1s the task of leading
them to life through the means of Grace. For they watch
for your souls, as they that must give account.l The
vastor who attempts to accomplish this task by his own
vowers, who underwrltes the project oh his own responsi-
billity, 1s gullty of gross neglect of duty. The higher
power under which h9 works cman alone fulfill the require-
menta of the offlce, and the pastor must enlist that power
or face fallure and condemnation. Once again Paul is the
example to which men would do well to look, Every one of
his epistles resounts a prayer for the members of the
church to which he writes; moat begin and end with bene-
dictions; in moat of them he assures the recipients of
his constant and earnest prayer for thelr welfare. And
always his prayer enlists the help of God in furthering
his pastoral duty. We pray always for you, that our Ged
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill the
good pleasure of Tis goodnessS...that the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you.2 We do not
ceaze to pray for you...and to desire that you might be
filled with the knowledge of His will in wisdom and

1, Hebrews 135:17.
2. II Thessalonians 1:11.12,
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understanding. That ye might wallk woerthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing being fruitful in every good work.1

This pastoral duty of prayer for the flock answers
to the will of God's children-, who ask and expect such
prayer, tho the cbjeict:of prayer is sgainst the will of the
pastor. The duty of prayer transcends the lack of natural
inelination to prayer. The thing displeased Samuel, when
they said, Give us a King %o judge use. And Samuel prayed
unto the 1:.01-:1.2 His inclination was to refuse the request,
He lmew the course he wanted to take., But he sought coun=
sel from his God before he todk tho step; and God reversed
his deeclslon.

A pastor praja for a cohgrogation, for the entire
chuz-oh; that his work may be effectively sped. But the
pastors hnnﬁs; too, need the 1lifting help of intercessory
prayer to speed them in thelr tasks. For thls reason Paul
so frequently asks the prayers of his churches on his
behalf, as we have guoted above. The apostolic ministry
Pleced great confidence and reliance in such prayer, as
they prayed at the election of Matthias: Thou, Lori, show
whether of these two men Thou hast chosen$y and the result
of the lot was unquestionably regarded as the cholce of
God, the answer to thelr prayer. Paul fulfilled lls task

l. Colosaians 1:9,10.
2. I Samuel 8:6.
3. Acts 1:24,




a3 a Chriatian; in praying for the leaders- 62‘ the Bhurch, end
his task as minister in praying forv his people. In his

first missionary journey, as in all, he appointed leaders
for the esteblished congregations, and we read: when they
hed ordeined elders in every church, and hed prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they
'be].:!.eved.l The eollect for the minlstry, and the general
prayers, are excellent examples of intercessory prayer

for the leaders of the churche

There 18 a third pattern of intercessory prayer in
and for the chureh of Christ. The inhabitants of one city
ahall zo to another, sayling, Let ua go speedily to pray

2 This is the pattern of public prayer,

btefora the Lord.
Tor the church by the ckmrch. Such prayer came often to
Christ in his ministry. As the Samaritans, many groups
besought Him that He would tarry with them,® The Psalms
abound in these prayers, the common desire of God's
children for the protection and blessing of thelr dlvine
head: Save thy people, ani bless thine inheritance, “feet_l.
them also, and 1ift them up_forevor.“ Show us thy mercy,
0 Lord, and grent us thy salvation.® Do good, O Lord,

unto those that be good.®

The special intercessions read before our altars,

1. Acts 14325, 4, Psalm 28:9,

2. Zechoriah 8:21, 5. Psalm 85:7.
3. John 4:40, 6. Psalm 125:4,




29

to comfort the bereaved, to blees ths hetrothed, tre mothers;
for succesa in church undertakings are such prayers. The
collect for Gracg, the collect for peace, for the Vord,

for many specialized calamitles or groﬁpa in need of prayers,
aro all 1ntarcqnaionn of the congregation .t'oz_- menmbers of

the cornorate bond,

~ In sseking as 1ts first and basic purpose the ful-
fillment of God's great plan, intercessory prayer extends
beyond the boundaries ot the church, ani seeks to draw
the unbeliever into those bonds.: This is the theme.of the
greatssi of all intercessory prayers, incorporated into
the greatest of all prayers of any type. When in the Lord's
Prayer we nray, Thy Kingdom come, we prey for the extension
of the church to every nation. We obeﬁr Christ'z command,
pray ve the TLord of fhe harvest, that he will send forth
lahborers into his harve'b.l Many regard this as the ine
tensive coming of the Kingdom, when our heavenly Father
gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we bellieve
Tis Moly Word, and lead a godly 1ife here in time and
hersafter in ei:ez-mfl.'t:;r.2 Yot the words have a broader
meaning, for the Kingdom 93’ God has alwmay® besn plectured
as coming to every nation, every tribe; to it shall the
Gentiles saek? and the omning'.or the K:Lng_dom synonymous

1, Matthew 9:38,
2. Dr, Hartin Imther, Small Catechlsm. Second Article,

explanation.
3. Islah 11:10,




S0
with its phenomenel growth,.

Prayer for the growth of the Kingdom is direct and
indirect., Diroct prayer asks that God's Werd be sent to
heathen and unbeliever to work thore falth anl salvation.
Pgul asked, Pray for us, that the Werd of the Lord may
have free course,l that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to spealk: tlic mystery of Christ.,.that I may
make it nm.rrj.raa".:..2 Te stated: Iy heart's desire sni prayer
te Cod for Israel 1s, that they might bo saved,® through
the gaining of more perfect lmowladzc by the Word of
falth whielh he preached., The apostolic church prayecd
wlth Peter: Now Lori, bechold their threatenings, znd
grant untc Thy servants that with 21l boldness they may
apeal: Thy "'.'c:v::'d..4 In Christ'z great high-priastily prayer,
Tle prayed for the precaervation of Mis followers, butbt Fe
added: Neither pray I for these along, dui for them also
which shall belleve on me through thelr word; that they

all mey be one.5

Intercessory prayer for the growth of the Kingdom
R or™
is indirect when 1t asks, Yo AT the falth of the un-
bellever, but for an answer, -which God will'use to-il
lead@ the unbellever toc faithe. Elijah the Tishbito lived
with a woman of Zarephath during a famine. His pressence

1. IXI Thesaslonians 3:1.2. 4. Acts 4:29,
2. Colosaians 4:3.4, 547 John 17:20.21.
3., Romans 10:1,
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greetly benefitted her, in that 1t ennsbled her to live
through the famine, But her son died, and her faith in
the God of Elijs wae broken. What have X to do with
thee, 0 thou man of God? she asked him. Art thou come
unto me to eall my sin to remembrance, snd tc slay my
suon? ElljJah sald to her, Cive me thy son, and retiring

%o his private room he erled unto the Lord, and said,

0 Lord my God, I pray thee, let this chilld's soul come
into him again. The child wes restored and the woman
brought to faith: How by this I Kuow that thou art a

nen of God, and that the Word of %the Lord in thy mouth

is truth.l Hor conversioh was complete, for Christ used
nier atory ia a robuke to the men of Nazareth for not
accepting Him as Savj.or.2 In the same manner E£lisha
healed the son of the Shunamlte, by intercessory prayer.5
Jvesus, too, performed miracles which had just this pur-
posa, stated in the conclusion to his first miracle: _
This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galllee,
and manifested forth His glory, and Hias disciples believed
on Wim.? It was a driving purpose in His ministry of heal=-
ing, so urgent that He prayed for 1ts success, when He
raised Lazarus from the dead. He lifted up Hils eyes and
sald: Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me, and

I kZnow that Thou hearsst me always, but because of tho

1, I Fings 17:18,21,24,
2. Luke 4325.26.

5, IT Kings 4:35,

4, John 2:11,




