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The B1b1e• 1t has been aa1d1 1a not a ayatematio 

book. Bad. 1t been wr1tten 1n the styl.e of a 4ootr1na1 

outline. full)f ontogor,.zed and subdivided• it would prob­

ably not •~OJ: its preaent prominome on the Wor1d1s beat 

ae11er 11st. But its 1ack of any but h1ator1oal arrangement. 

without even 1ta 1'"w""Jdamenta1 d1ds1on of Law and Gospel 

noted by poe1t1on 1n the book.- baa placed the problem of 

organ1zQt1on into the hands ot the systemat:'i.o t heolos lan. 

Human f'a111b111ty 1-■ :thtt• cil·use ot:.mos:t o~ . -the d1v1a1ona 

of denomination am aeot 1n the Ohxa1at1an church today. 

Praye~ 1s one of the less oontroveraial 8l.tbjeot•• 

as far aa logical sequence of 1ta presentation is conoemed. 

It has been d1v1ded· on man,- f'llndementa d1v1dem1, private 

and public• pem.sonal and i mpersonal• for temporal. and 

ap1r1tua1 bleaaing■• aub3ect1ve am objective. For the 

purposes o~ this thesis• two of these rundamenta have ~een 

adoptesi; we are ·to treat of objeot1ve personal. p~er. 

This bas been given the convenient names intercessory 

prayer. :f'rom the Lat111 i nter: between. and cedere: to P•••• 
. 

To intercede is <1:efined b:y Webster: To aot between part1ea 

with a view to reconcile d1fferenoes. to make 1nteroess1onJ 

to beg or plead in behalf of another; mediate. 

Prayer 1a the oonversat1on of a Christian nth God. 

It is a ·religious actw oona1st1ng 1n apealrlng to God.
1 

1. Dr. YI. Arndt• Christian Pra,:er. P• 7. 
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In 1ntercoaaql'Y' pra7er, tben. the 01'..2"1at1a.."l passes botwsen 

Ooa. . and a t'el1m, ma:.1.. w:!. t:.l:t. e. view to reo-o:nc!le d!f"!"erencea~ 

to ra1edi.a to• to bog OJ:9 to plead on 'behalf' ot his 'brothor • 

. As in aubject1ve prayer he taoes God to ask n ~pec1al ravor 

for h:l.mnel.f' • in :!.nteroosaory prayer he .re.coo Goe! to aak 

opec:tal grs.ce f'or ,mo1:ihe1' human beil"-8• It 1a our p~irposo 

to e.xm-:dne the nat~u-e ert.ft e.fficecy of such a prayer, detor­

mir1i116 that it is true pra,rer. that it is indeed tho h1~hest . . 
for~ o~ praver, ~'1th s,ao1e.l cheracter1st1cs. prO!l"~se~, and 

1,ro1:-l~m- • an~. thrn; 2.t br1l1.e;o spaoial bene1'1ta both to 

prayor an'" prayee . 

lnte~eossory- prayer in o division of prayer, and is 

t he1,af or17 to be cJ.asoed as such. It is subjsnt to a11 the 

l(&ner a.l !):ron,1ses g :1.ven to pra,rer, 1!1c'.J.uded 1n all the com­

mands for pre.yer. l imi t oo. by the same rt'll.es t ho.t govGrn a11 

prayer. It's h.1.gher .fcrzr1 t h a:a."'1. ·t11at of s11bject!vo prayer; its 

add1tior..a1 commn.ncls, promises, nnd limitations do not in 

r.u1y- way e.rcept it from the eeneN.l cat&PtJ!";?' of pra,-er. 

Intercessory praye~ 1s a ~ork of sanotif1cat1on. 

It 1s no't~ a means o£ 8l'aoe., s1noe it promises e.nd offers 

no forgiveness of sins, works no faith• exoopt throush the 

app11oation of the Word and Sacrament. A man may Pr&7 to be . . 
given ~reater faith• throu.,qh the Word and Sacrament• but 

it is these, not the prayer, that convey ~ graoe to him. 

s,.m11arly. a man. JN17 pray that his f'r1em be brought to gnoe 

but the answer must come through Word and Sacrament,. 



not by prayer alone. Paul' ■ prayer tor the Theuaaloniau 

was not nnl.y tha t God. should. perfect their !1t.1.t.h , u11t: lligbt 

and. d.,· y praying that we i.,ight oeo your .ra ce, aria. J:1i3ht per­

fect t h:~ t which i e lacking in your faith , 1 through the 

pree ch ing of the '.Vor4. Ot hia fellow JewH he aai~: ~ heart'• 

d.esir~ a n« !:'ray er to Goa. t or .Israel is, tile. t t hey w.ish t be 

savea. . "' :.. t i1e fE O«ss cu ta s:..y t llG c. uc. l..- c l 1c 1,1 b&1.: .-t. -1.L .i their 

Jeaua himaelt recognized thia limitation, that we ■uat 

J.,ray tor the faith of another t h ra11gh the Mean• ot G~ace. Ia 

Hie high-priestly vrayer, Re prayed that He might glorify 

li1a Father: That lie should ~dfe eternal lite to es :any ea 

Thou bau t given liim. .And. this 1a l i fe eter!ll!l, t ha t they 

might know Thee the only true Gud, and Jesus Chr ist . ~hom 

Thou haut 2e11t ••• "tlo\v they have known that a ll thir1ge ,1bat• 

soever Thou hast given me nre ot 'Illee. For I have given 

unto t hem t h6 ~ords ~hich Tho u geves t ~e. s~nct i f~ thtm 

t hrough Tily t~ uth, Thy word i a t r ~t p. ~;"either i,r~• I 

!or th~s c a l o. e, but f or t h em a l a n · i1 i c h su ~.1 i. oelievi:. 

on '!l"e i.h1·0.i~h t nfJ ir ~. 3 Ana. •::hen, ~ur i r,g .rl is 'ii• l :.leean 

.t,inis t ry . ·i e s :em the mu l t i .f uc.1.ea, -' c h 11d pi ty on t h 1=10, and. 

i ,1st .t·"acted. :·1s iscipleo: Pr ay j e ther e t o1'e t ~ e r.or'1 0£ 

1. I Thesaal0.r1ia ,1a 3 :l.O. 
2. Romans 10:1.a. 
3. John l?:~- ~ -7-8.17.20. 



,4 

the harvest, t h~ t Ha will aeau. forth la._orera 1 :1t u Hi s 

harveat. 1 The ~abore.ra Chr i.At s ent were ae:1t to ;,re,·ch 

t. e Go~~el ~o every creatt1re. 

!'r~) =r is a :;-:e :- :is by ,..;hi ch the beliaver deols · 

wi t h uuu , tlt~ 1:JE:u u a c- r •!r nce are r.od' 
r, 

WO !t l :.•011 ua • .::: 

I t is a u a 'boni,1at.icm -a11e."1 a man .r:m xas h.i..a own gr. yer 

hia hope ot eternal lit•a. for a s mauy as are u11c1er tho 

~orka of the law are un~er the curaa.3 l t ia even more 

an abomination when a man woula strive by his o~n prayer 

t o lift another Irif\D to heFven. Tho ans .ier to i nter-

rayer is, howev~r. a help to the divine lite. 

nood. c nn do l!lore in a preying soul then 1a anotliitr, lk:ca use 

t r. ~t aoul is more open &ad res onsive to Hie grace. Prayer 

i s t r: P.n t h e J!JO A t • direct of All helps t o the c1ivine lite.•4 

Intercessory prayer must be done in taith. l'rom 

the very nature ot the prayer t h is is more usual the* 

i n the caae ot aubjective prayer. A man may tenta­

tively ~la ce hie o ~n A!lo iro ~ertiallj in t~e ha~cia or 

1. ~etth ew 9: :39. 
2. J.T.Musller, 9hrist!:t!.q ~opaticn, p. 461. 
~ . 2ellit1em, 3: 10. 
4. :~ • .:J . Clarke. Outline !],L Christion ':.'heolo:;q. p. 413. 
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o.n witr1.1.0t0d h elper. as a last 1'8oort. or 1n tbe 9 ndeavor 

to flilf'1.ll all roqu11"omcmts f'or a Christian lite. He ia 

loca l1ltol::v. h0T1sver. to aal: a &OUl'Oe whoae power and in­

terest he canno~ hl.ly accept to aid a rr1ond 1n need. 

This would w.ork a harder at:ra.1n on the logical racu1t1ea. 

Thus when ve read of Christ in His home town: He could 

t l ere do no migbty wol'k:;1 it waa ~oi, lack of fa1th..t:=and. ; 

·cohaequen tly"·~ lack of pra,er. other cities lined their 

streets with aiok BJJd crippled• believing He could and 

\70ul.d help. In His own country they didn't belt"eve. and ' 

none came for help. The few s1ok .tolk that prayed• He cured, 

N1d marvelled at the unbelief which provonted miracle•• 

uc.,t in t hat it atoppttd lU.a almigh·ty power, but 1n that 1t 

didn't dooiru-it. ~be othel' aule of the pioture 1s ahmm 

'b7 numo:r•ous examp1os: t he faith of tho four 111en '71th 

their friend s1ok of the pa1ay• £aith which penetrated , 

,:•ent d1.f£1cu1t1es to reach Jesus• side; the ... e1th of tl1.fl 

yro-p1 e111e1an ,,omen whi.oh s,rept scoI'l'l and rebulce aside; 

t.b c !'aitl. of" J a1r-J.s wl1ic'h pre.yed in a:p1'he or deat1, . 

lntercE-s cor7 p:rayor l!nlst b e i."'1 subr,daaion to t h o 

will of God. We are accustomed to aa,-ing that t hose prayers 

f or t he good of our neighbor and tl~~ spread or· God's King-
. 

dom carry God• s spec1a1 ~1cas:t11g. Intercessory prayer 1• 

per ae a1wa79 for the good of our neighbor• ChriatJ.an 

intGl"'COssory pr,,:yer 1'111 al.11&78 a1m at strengthening the 



Kingdom. Yet this does not releaae it from the larger 

duty of submission to the ~ill of God. Peter ~rayed ~or Ilia . 
reF-ders: the Goa of ell grace •.• aft.er thot ye have auf'tereei 

s while, mAke you perfect, stablish. strengthen, settl.e ,1011.l 

? eter does not here pray tor t heir auf'tering. He ~aye in 

subrlliesinn to the will of' Goc1, which his prophetic vision 

o"'w \1ould bring suffering. This ia aho\1D in th4;1 preceding 

chapt.er. If ye be ref,rnacbec1 for the name of Chriot, ilappy 

nre y e , 2 be tclln t h em. 1'.ne future leas vivia. conatruction 

c.hn .rn t hn t s ul' .t:e1·ing naci not yet comE;, ana tJ:.e verae·.:;ith 

1. t z cor.te.&:t is a wa1· ning adrJonition. 

l ntercesaory prayer must be h1DDble, ea auy gray.er 

must. The tact that the prayor ia baaeeching. Go~ on behall 

of another in no way enho acea his own atonei before God. 

The centurion. praying ror bis servant, was commended. 

v1hen ha preyed!! Lord trot1ble not Thyself, tor I am not. wor­

thy the t Thou shouleieet enter under my roof'. uherefore 

t\C i tl1er thought I mytJe lf \':or thy to coioe unto Thee; but 

eey in a \Vord, a nu r ,y servant shall be bt:?eled. 3 .1.ior wal\ 

he obse~uious, for he was well aware ot his own position 

of authority. voses lost his chance to la~d the children 

of Israel to the land of pro~i&e b&cauae be ~ut hiti OWll 

putbority in 1:he foragrouna., in med.iating btitliieen Goe and. man. 

l. l .}•eter 5 :lC;. 
~. J. r- e ,;er •: J.4. 
3 • r ... uke 7 : 6. '1 • 



'1 

Tho curse c E-mc• "becauee ye bc,lioved. ae ~ot. to !:anct1.ty 

!!!. in t!:-o eyos o'f thE1 ol!1l1i?"~n of Israel. rl 

S1mll.arl7, :lnteJ.10ea■ory pr,qer la 1no1ude4 1n a11 

commands to pray. and spec1t1c comnanda are added ~hereto. 

It 1s incl.uded 1n a:u promises of o.nawer to prayer, and 

edd1t1ona1 prondsee are added the~oto. 

The specia1 considerations oomiectod with 1nteroeaao17 

1~1 .. uye r,. 11.0t'i'E>ve:r, make it the hJ.gheat rorm of supp11oato17 

prayer., nnc. separate it f'rom othor• general. prayer • . Henry . 
Ward. t eacher said: 0 Goc1 ••• 1oves., \Vithout doubt, to hear 

U.'3 plead for our own \'1B.nts.,. •• but when we pl.ead for others . . 
there io an element of magm:m1m1ty, there 1s &. grace, in it• 

,rh :1.oh u0t1• it se611".f1 to 111e, must love, and be more J.nalined 

to i'a.vor thm1 petitions il'l our own bebalf • 2 Luther., in his 

'11re11t!so on Oood \VorkD, 111 tree.ting the Third Oo!!lr.1£.Ddment, 

uuy.s much Oi'l. t ~e part prayer is to take :1.n th~ Se!"V'iCee 

1 e t.lGpec:l.A.J.l y oornmc,,-:n{ls CC'!m!lon prayer., for reasons which 

may \'1011 trnnst"e,.• the oo.-r.mtenc.e.t1on to 1r..tercc,saory p.!"8.:rer: 

~All this has been said or prnyer for porsor.al 
needs., e i1d of pra~re!' :t.11 gnneral. Hut the · prayer 
whieh :really ba1ongs to th1a comrnandmr:>nt. a.."ld ,.s 
cnllec.J. a ifOl'k of t he Ho:W.'!r D~,.,y • 1:s fSJ.r bett~r 
and g:reater,. and is to be made for a11 Oh'r1aten­
d001, ~o~ all the need of all men• of foo and 
friend, eapoc1a1ly fo:r those who belon.~ to the 
pa1•ish or b~ah opric. 

"Thus sf:.,· Patzl commanded his d1ao 1p1e T1.~thy: 
I exhort thee. that thou sea to 1.t, that prayers· 
and 1ntercesaion be mado for a11 men, for kings. 
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and for a11 that an 1n author1t7, that we m&7 
l e P.d. a 1,11:lot 8.A"'!i1 peaceable lite 1n all 3odlineas 
am honeat'J'. For i;bia :I.a So°i am acceptable 1n 
t h C:t sir:;h t of God aux• Sav.J.or. For thit1 rel.!'9on 
Jeremiah oonnandecl the peop1e of· Iarae1 to pra7 
f'or the o1ty and lnnd e-~ Bl\b'3-on• because 1n the 
~a.ne thereof' tbe7 should have peace, and.-Baruoh1 

P~ay for the li~e of tha King of Baby1on• and 
for t he lif't1 of h1n aon1 t.."lttt ,re m&'J' live 1n 
poace under their rule. 

"This c.o.,,i:uon pro:y&.r 1s prec1cus snd the 
most powerfu1• and U: 1a f'or its aako t'bat vo 
c 010.e tog <:Ith&r. ...,o-r thic reason a1ao the chul'ch 
i "' calJ.ea a nous& of Pl'ayer, b ecause in 1t wo n1'& 
e.s a congregation Tilth one accord to consider 
ou r o,m neecl a..""ld tho noedn of n11 men. prooent 
them befol"EI God, a..'"ld call. upon Him for : ;merc7 •••• 
l?1or 'Wi1.nt nenae is thero in our ccming togeth or 
i11t;o a Jiousa of Pra.,.er, which coming together 
shor,a t hat l'tO ah c-..:J.cl m8lte common p:re.yor and 
1>e titio11 f'oz- the e11t1re congregation, 1~ we aoatter 
t heae 1.r a:3,,x•n, and EJo ' distributa tllem t hat every-
0 :lt; pr ays · for h:1m:re1f, and noone '.hes re""P.rd. for 
t he other, 11or ooncerne h.i:mae1f' i'or a11.other•s 
ne ec.ln? 'fJOT~ can that prayer be of help• good• 
Ruo ept,ab:!.e wid ~ oa,mao.n 1n-ay,n, ..... wh ioh "i;h oy 
.m.'11.efJ who make the1:r mm petty pMyers,, one £or 
t;rl.:~, ·t · e ot-,hoxa f"or that . end havo not•:i np: but I:' 

s el!'-aoeld.n.~, solf1sh pra,rere., l'ihich God hate s'?"" 

In support of hia o1n1n1 that this prayer 1'aa grea't 

powc:t"', Luthe:r conti:m.1.en: 

"Tbs pom,r of tll1s prayer we s-ect 1!1 t ho fact 
t nnt 1n ol den t 1me3 Abra.~ 'll pra.,-ed for the f1ve 
c1 ties, Sodom,. Go:norra.'b., c:,·to., a_,i,ci accomp11sl1ed 
s 1uuoh t '.ha t: '5.~ t hex-e htt.d boel! 10 r.t~hteons 
peopJ.e 1n them, two 1n eaoh o:l.ty, God would not 
• a 'ITe des·trc>J"ed them. \'ihe.l; t hem oould many men 
do, lr t h.ey mti.t ed :!.n na11in~ u:c;,o ... Goel onrn~ctly­
and with s!nocu•e conf1denco. 

113t. J'a.r.1es a1ao says 1D9ar 'br et hren , pray 
.for one 4lll0ther. ·that ye ma,- be saved. For the 
91 .. a y ez• of a i~i ght e O"'.lS ~ ava11eth m .. :9'!'? , a prayer 
that perseveres and does no't oeaae. 1 ""= 

1. I Timotihy 2: l.f'i' • 
2. 3 1eh l :11 ~. 
3. ?Tolman. vol. :c. Treatise on Good \1orltR. "The Th1rd 

Commru1Wrtent. •=, P• 255-234. 
4. Ibid p. 236. 
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T,,,t1 e r ls h ro :;paa.?d.ng c~ comnon pra,rer, w'h.1ob he 

t l"'.1.t1s rsir b ette1~ a.na 1!7.'oator b'h:ln otb.1tr • . !?ut 1t may we11 

e demC\nstrs tad tl1at the ~eel. 1\1ndementum dlv1denU. whi.oh 

d,otermi nes t l"a value of' the prayer 1n him d:lst1net1on. ia 

not tho d1f':f.'e1,enc-e: private or pub11c prayer; but the d1f'f'­

er enco, : sul, jt>ctiva or ob3eot1ve pl'a:yer. 

:le cloos not say: the p:rnyar which 1a f'ar better am 
~reetor ,.s to he me.tle ~ a'l.l Chr1atendom, but!!!£. al.l 

Obr:ls tenrlo:111, £'01• a1l the nfmd of' a11 men, etc. The exhoJ'ta­

tion t o T:i.rnoth7 which h e adduces speaks not of' ~~11c 

praye~J, hut on.ty of' !tntercBs·sol'J' prayer. !l'imothy 1s to 

pr omote sueh pre.ye1', but not nftoesaai-11y ~ a congregat1ona1 

act. Thun Pa,:,. oout:lm1es, I w111 that men pray evorywhare, 

lif'tir~ up h o,.y !1ands. \Vlthout vra.th an.cl doubting.1 Jer­

er'l.1.ah • s conD':1and to prs.-y- for BBb:rlon 1s not to a. coJ.1ected 

cong~.11,;gation, but oloso:1.y succeeds inst1~tions to the OBP­

tives aa 1nc11v1duBl.a• to bl.llld ~ouaes, p1ant ~src'.sns, and . . 
te.ke v,ives. imd common p1•a:,cu•., Lu.ther ·~eys, ia. no:t · to be . . . 
comm.ended o.s c~on prays:~. Y1he re evury :tr.dlv,.dual prayor 

This 1s f'u1 .. tller brought out when he speaks of the 

power of suoh pra7er. Abraham's pra:yer was not a common 

v pra7er• he prayed a1one. It 1a used 1.n this oontext not 
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b~cmu~e it ,,e.s COJ!l!?lmt, b, .. tt bce~ ee i t ~ .s 1'1·t e?"et,~eor,r. 

'!'httB· al.so J amon 1 ·eommru::i to pra:,r 1a: ::p:rcy, 0 110 ~ tJr anothor, 

nn.d t~U> of:'!! ctuol .terven1; pr.aye ::." o: a l'1ghtooua ll'l&!l t'.I.VR11-

eth 1Ucl • , 1tbe r h erB pl&inly ! ndlcated t hat 1n.tc:roe nsoiwy, 

J:!o~ i s al.1 pu·o11c, or oommon prayer, inte110eseo~. 

\lb.en t h e peall:i:i.s ~ prays, :i.n a public h:vmn: ~-urn us agun, 

O Lord God of hosts, cause 'lhy £ace to shine. and we shall 
l 

bo orva , or : ~ nou us ':l:h.y mercy, 0 Lora., ano. g1-ant. us 

S&tisfy us ea1'ly with Thy mcrey.,::; 

t h iR i M :1.u 'lierccr:;110:ry _prsyet"• f:c_>r tf .. o pravor h r..s t l: e interests 

f h i a :i~c.ill.ow15 e. t; heu.rt. /\. ?i1 c v;i c t r u1y -r,rays 1 "" s. 1.."ta'll who 

,,1 'lt, n:ln t o :f'n i t h, b.o prays for th.a :aa:ti.on, for h is i'ellm,s. 

~ ue ::..1 o 1- t ho ;JJ:>op ec y o:f' Zc.ch &rieh: !the i nhaJ.,!tants o .. 

0:.11'3 city sll.nll go to ::,,nother, s s.~~1ng, l e t u s o s pE-1::t°lily 
. "' 

... - • .:! .z.o ...,u J: ""1: to p,:,n7 bof'o:-e t he Lo:i:-d• &.'l!.d.. to s eel: "h e 1.:01;., o :. nos .. s. 

i t is a n inte1..'ccsscry p1•ay cr. fo1• t h e 1~ecip i ont cf b lesui!.1.t;, 

e who h ns heard. or Christ, prnys 1n o~der t o sl are h iu 

bless111g. F.ru.t ct some point indefinable to r!J.1 but God, 

v common prny er too b ecomes subjective. 'J!lu~ ten J.epers who 

111"ted up their voices e.ncl na:!.d: Jesus, .-!&stsr, ho.v.s meroy 

l .• Paa.lm 80:3.7.19. 
2. Psalm 8ti:7. 
3. Ps-alm 00:12!'£. 
4 . Zecl nr~eh 8:21. 
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on gal yrobably ~rayed objectiYely, for in their miaery, 

they had a community feeling cf lo P. or t he ir br ethr dn . 

In thnt aenee it wee interceaeory. :But csn we tr ttly aay 

t hia wh en we s ee the ni11c, cured. nf their leprosy, inter­

ested C\ nly, aach in hie own rest ,ration? Mn ny a uch preyera 

muc t de ,.>end solely on the 11ttit.ud.e of' t he !Jl"&J-or, e a ,men 

the psalmis t :,rcye God be merc i .f11l 11nt'l JS f' Du b1e-ae , s. 

l .e t e ll tbe people pr r:t:l ae f h e e , 6 GN.l, t hen oh p l l t h e eertb 

yie lct h ar i i1cre;:)se. 2 A ·1ort h· pr PJt:r. •lhic • tr nl y prayed 

in ito context, i s in tercesnory, bit which e lln";a en 

e oun l l y worthy aubjec t iTe i nt er pre t ,f! t i on . I t e h v,o "ti at not 

~11 common prByer in intercessor y . 

ur can we say that the ~1ac1glea, on storm-~oaaed 

(.;eli.a.ee, i~ere pray~ng obJecti ,•ely, \then they prayea. in 
·~ conimon: Lorcl, oave us,. we periah't'- And certa i:ily the prayer 

of the J ews ef~~r the teeaing of the five thousa1a: Lord, 

evermore giTe ua this bread, 4 was tor self-interest e lone. 

as wa~ the preyer af t he GedArenes, who began to prey ltim 

t o d.e;iert cut of' their cor1sta. 5 It is true, these last 

t wo exP.1tples r~ey be ruled out P.Zi n" t pr ayer s 0£ s.:iny ~ort, 

:i i ncc tl~ey d not ct11?1e ,perh r p s,f1:"om C:tir is t ian heerto. But 

:·,hat mny 1.,e P. E:Y rif the pr E1yer ot Cr- !ter nP Ul:1 , whe n the 1 eople 

s ought Him, ~n d came unto Kim, P. nd steyed Him, the: t He 

1. .Lllke 17 : 13 • 
2 • .fsa lm 6'1:6. 
3. liatthew 8:25. 
4 . J'olu1 6: :.i4. 
5 • .Uar k 6 : l 1

/ • 
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um; t j.,() l1 t llo r :.i.1Ct0ul n:.' r {''°! :.o o·chs:w cit:1.ss alao: For 

t1 aret'orG an :I aeut. 8 T'.ao prayer ahould !mv~ s:,~edod Jesus 

on J:_1 :1 \Vll"'J' 'to t>pra,1d ;,;:1..a &ior ious message . in the s plr:i.'t 

of Ze e 1:-i llh ' s !'I'O~'!iosy . 

Thi,u io noi: Wl'i tten 111 an ef'i'ort tG d1scred1 t common 

Y)rn:r r. There i r¾ no mot•e beuu:t11'ul. thing,. mo more i>0':.70rt'ul. 

i"m.ce1 ~.tv ·n t o t he hearts nm minds of r.ien. But :1t does 

de111c,n iira·i., ~ .r1t; not al1 cn5uon prayer 1e objective. and 

t ~1 1 t nonll!li:,n r,,1•a-ye1• possoo.s·es r!Uo 1 0£ :1.tc ca,nmondaole cbar-

.. c er __ en, :t l; is i n Arcess or J . rnie prayers of OU%' 

c? U l"Ch !l:-~e p?•oeN1neritl3 betm.ti!'\:.l in t l,1a ?."aspect, eopec1-

o.l l :r -1 ... , coi.loc t !~or the c l-... t:.r·r.h. thB go11e ral pra:r ors and 

Oti'lora 1"'.ll.ve 1; ost1.f.'1.ec. ·to the supe1 .. 1or no.t.-u:i:-e of' ,.nter-

~:'.lo c c.:· ,sic.101•:1:b io 1. of' 1:n i e210ess0 1 ... .1· 1,r a.1·0 1.• p:•o:·er17 
£o11o·s ~m~t o~ aclf-e:x2.mination. T~s, are nt 
O'>r.>os1·te i:;ol.es cf the Christien I s uevotional. 
fJxr.:1.~tds,"'ls: •• ve 7 11. oea s .. :ey· t o k ... e ::, :-:,1,:, a,,1c:thFir 
in check ••• by ••• se1t-1nspection the m1m 1a apt 
t "o~c.c:i. t~ moz·i ::.•· ••• t:·•o::, :l'!an .i vs.let ~d.1ria:-1e..n 1. 

rii~!~:: wd~il~~~~~h~is~~t~~={t~!:. 
One tonic adapted to remed.7 thie ••• utate of mind 
la a.11 • e t i v "' 111:9a.t·-..y, &u ~h as ccm out i : 1n ­
tercesaol"J" prayer. with the wants and tr1a1a or 

1. Lulce 4,42. 
2. Luko 4 : 43. 
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otL,.ra., a 3;,1l?lpath·y basar.l upon. thnt pr~eept c/J.' 
tJ"e 'fiol~ Apoat.J.e•s• "~oak not evE.ry '(I\Sn. 011 
u:.t:: o, 11 things• b~t every 1nan al.so on the 
thin~s or others. 

c . A. , :ttt.r.irc, . sa·o: 
Ev~r since 5 ntleness entered our worJ..-1, 
TIO t .:: !'oJ.l: •.,•!I.VO ·or·. citeect ! · t .1 .. o e e:11on. 
~.ae:ls" a.re mau•c :most ai."dont prayera ••• Hot 
c•r:J .y ::t::• i1., t ~:. .. coss:l .: .. ap_.t:\l .. e"l.t,.y -~ ;:_~,113:?a.e.l, 
ont - ::mti. tl:i:-: is a vital oonsidsra:tion -
,.t :li-;1 S i"'l Ot'I.?' i:.ol'i:hlor-t ':1Cti•1e. Th01'8 ar& 
too.c:3 many earr.e3t folk who are l1urdc11ed by 
~ a ua:r-- wrut;;s G o~ the r.&a ti :ma• 'bu·Z; · o 
OlllT.:.ot s~c a ny oonsr,ic:uo1.1_:; uoi·J, or ~l e.y 
u: i., }JOtE,,, t ht'.~ o .. th~ ).a•,;') .. •s of st.rte n~t!on.. 
li''"o:a very ?>it."":,· ·t;h-y a: ·o d:•:l.vo i. to theil.-. 
~ .... 1<' ~ s . rtu~r. ::1ot :l '9'c s arc .. lmr.ys 1::1z~r1 • z t 
t h .. i11 ?'!O ii.:!.ve• :l.n t hat .P~"'ll& o~ pra:ye::- ia 11.eu!•l.y 
s a:~~l.~oo. ~ 

acce 1.ai..::..e . -

e. ' ·cod 

all, t c• e:r.· ort,,t.,.cn i s t;iva : tLat; st.p:..,11"&.t~tonc, __ 1.-~yera. 

S.ntar~os s1Q As• .11 " • 5.vl . ..; o~ thonks b<:1 n,.arJ.e .coo1~ e.J.1 r. en.3 

1.. E. m. Goulbul"11. Tl:'~1ts on Per&ona1 Rel.1R:lon1 P• 97. 
Fli1emon 2:. 

G. A. Bu.ttriok. PraJ!r. PP• 100-102. 
I T1moth7 211. 
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1, .:-tr.rn~ ::" :i:° 1>:t al,., · .co.~- 1:e, Pt-t"L".3.• was c. mlr.d..; tor to all• 

ha adds "r.hat h i wj.ll ie !~or all r4e?& to p r o:1 - tha't mon 

-v ~- ,,~ ..... ....... 1 "' ... .. .. . ----~ ..... . 

Jmues c.ono1ude a b!.a apiatle \~:1.t.h a powep:ru1 end 

x-·e1>eatecl o a r.:nancl ,;o int.ierceaso:-y prayer:. :ts any among 

, yo ·. £Jf'tl::ct <·d t lo{; h !m pra:;7. !a any me~rr:,.? · :e ·l et h i L~ . . 

!->J.,1r,:.i"fl c) "' ~: 1,., (.\ ~t\::-oh ; o.P.d let thP.!n pra:y 0·-1er '!.ir.: ••• . ,._ 

J.ii"'3.'Y f'n1~ o ,~ .u otl·v1-r:a., tru.·:t 'S"" t:lll"!" b n h r ... l e~~ ,.h~. 1>0.ssEtge 

~ ..... :'1.:1r-~; r , i ·y qn siiion,i: u , c. .. sl ould p:;:vav, .ro:.. .. w om a ~ f or 

t o re., r ~ l n1 ec if:lc c a ne,;;, s pec tal need., witL s ;ecial 

ilo11c::'l.to Pl !OJr,i aeu..:- .Jl!.!.."l!C:e .1"180 tl'lG COlJlmOll!.. 1'01 .. 1 Ui;8l'C8880l:J' 

:t•e n1'01-<;os t he COl'.L?lST.:.d wi t '!3, t he exnm:)l.e : ""or r.i'.1f brflt-.hren 

end ·ca .p::An:i.ons I AslceE• I Trill. n01:-: sa-y. peane 1~e w1tJ1in thee. 

Beoauae of t h e Rouse of: tt,e Lem our God I wil.1. seok thy 
~ good. The thou.gh t is ~OVler.t'nl.1-:t· m·,.d 'inor>e c03 e,1tl.y repeated 

-------·-----~ ...... --
1. I Timoth.v 2: 8. 
£: ,, Jn ... r.s 5: J.3.J 4:. 
5 . PPP.l.m ].28:6.B.9. 
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b7 Je1•em:l.oh L'l the l l &&sage quoted by Dr. Luth~r: :....ot..l: the 

peace, o ·Gl"e c,.ty wlu.ther I l-..ave oa1.1s 0e1. yc,u to bo c&rrJ.ed 

away captives• a11d pray unto tbe Lord ror 1t, fw in t"he , 
peace tl.ereof' sh..Clll. ye have peace. - I."lstead of the hatred 

tlle ch U a.ren ox Israel 2nust ha:ve felt 1'01• t heir oaptors, 

J oremiah command~. ~hem to pray f or the paaoe or land 

,;;i ich i a i h oov n. 

Ghrist not only ~00ll!Wnt1ed, F o woloo1'!cd ! n te::,c c ~so17 

3hould tcu.c· them, eru'l .. ,.u cU.seJ.ples r e. !lkod tJ ose that 

"rough~ t b G!it. But ; h :\ Jos1.1:, eaw it, Ue ,ms :nuch e :Lsp1eaaed 

c; .11d ss.i d illlto t..lum1, ~ut' 81' t he 1 ~-t ·l.le c 1i1d:1:"c11 to oo-n.e unto 

me,. a,,:.c.. .roroid t n cm not, S:01:.• of &1JCh is the h.i ns'"lom or 
God . 3 ll:i.o l lsples.aurc robukod t 1e d if.loipl .:: , uot only 

for keeping the c~il.dren away, ~t for forbidding t h e 

mothorG ;ho sout;bt to b1 .. i Dg the children to His -ttent1on, 

1. Jcrsm.all 291·1. 
3. wark l0:13.14. 

2. llatthew 5:44 
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who come to pray ~Ol' tl1e11~ ch11dren., that ae might touch 

them. His 1ove for the ohU.41-en ·w'ho oomp1-.S.a& ·11& Kingclam 

embmoes al.!.lo thoae v!ho ,.:,ommond t!\em to 11'1.s cart:J, &nd ~"1.e 

pl'"ayers w:1 th 1.,11:teh t hey c-:.o so. 

ti vely . .'hen t Le GadQre:ne mE!Ci?llan. cuz•eG of r.J.s obseas:l.on., 

• "th .1.n .;> G ,,_:, lU?.l:;h d o11.e UlltO °iil".ee. - Z t'.Q COlllliiS?ld rclgllt have 

... ot13 ,:·oz · ea.: •.1.r:linl .i"irst of others .A g1·eat taok 1 · ·uaf"oro 

you., t o aha:ro your bJ.o;Jsed knO'illedge, gained ?!.a.ile sitting 

a:" lib. 1·eet oi" Jes.us.2 

l's t':1. r) :-:!~o.:. tad !.L e!'!urclle~ oi't~?l. to prn:; £or h i m • 

.,_,;rc,tb r •Jl:- ilr e.l· for us. 3 P1ll&l.J.y b.t•e~"'!rsn., pray .i;. ol.. us• 

t :r-~t t h e ,-;o.:ro. o£ -'.il10 Lo1'Cl m47 h ave i"l•'ee co-1.i.rse . :u-.d be 
.A -

g l.01"ii'~sd ,, even as it is with you. - i~c.uJ: embodion an inter-

ceasory- pra,;er i"or al.1 lus h&a.rers in t?li.s oorr.mand. The 

m1saior. epii:'it., J.ovc !'or all. ,tba ~.redeemc..d, snou.lJ. prompt 

le Luke 8 : :5tl. 
2. ·L lke 8: 36. 
:.;. I Thc:.:o;oaJ.0111.ens 5:25. 
~ . !I -~{~S!JF,lor1ians 5 : 1.2. 
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tbe love o~ the Spirit, that 'J'O atri.ve together wi~ 

me 111 your -prayers to Goo ~ma me., ,the-.t I !!!,!\,r be de11vored· 

£rom,.,(unbel1evera) in Judea, thst m:r sel'V'1ce (collection) 

••• ma-y b e ,ocei_Jt~ble to t he FJa:lnt~, t h.at ~ :roe.-:, con,.c unto 

-ycu v,1 '!:1:-. joy 'b--r t c ':"f1l.1 of ll od • .!. Pra•n e1eo fer .,,.s, that 

Go \':io· l c:. open untQ u~ a door 0£ ttersnce ~ to eycnk tho 

ney,TSte17 o:t· Ch.1•i s •b •• , the. ;; I msa.y r{!Ske it :a-.anifea-c, ao I 
~ 

ou ~l-:.t to s;peak. 

C• z-:i.s tian, a.s Peter t ol : tl ~-a roya l p 1•1 ··s t . 1.>o · , ·• an -: the du t :,. o.f t h ep1 .. i . ots 1,,tgr3 ~-

SOl" of:_ le"" o.s hee1, i."Jen t o t h e r•ee 11.t 1 o,ut,.bents. 5 

Tc, aaek to avoi.d t ::.is d..uty is to sin. :J!ha e. :i.:td1•en of 

Iarnel displeased. God· •: aak:Lng ~or a Ki ng . vn1en Ssm~el 

l. donm •. a· 15: 30.-!.32 . 
~ 2 . Oo'J.os s i~.na 4:~. 

S. ·1.:orh10 S~: 'rl.10,14 • 
.j, • I I•eter 2: 9. 
s. Figurtt from Goulburn, op. cit. P• 96. 
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:P.c,.lois;:";. ·1:; t; e ... o::• • -.rox·oovf:r, aa S:or me• G<m. £0,.,cid. 'that :c 
a.,c,uld s:.t:n a.~ainat l~?Je :'.,ord ia ouae:tng to p1.•e.y ~CU" ycu. 1 

v; 1a.t 1,,.,,:,-a :r-J. bu ~I) yo '! d o n.ot even the pub11cana t)Je samo? 

And if ye anlute yol:.l' bztetbren onJ.7r, what do -yo r.to!9e than 

ot'::-.. ra'? clo · ot :iv,l::.1. -i;i : !)UbJ.im,mA s ?2 ri:· e d:u1;y 1s rr..aia 

his ~u~1uieo r: ,1 u1ocl 9rs. 

G OV011 :tu1 a ll God. 1 s doalinSo vi~h nwn - the ~reservation 

1. I Sann.tel 12:1g-20.2~. 
2. Katthew 5:44-47 
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and gro,1th o!: I:"1.s K1ne,ctcm. Ooci. J'imaal!· f.fft ~ li~hed t : la 

dual. founda~ion for the no~ld's ccntinucd 0 ~ 1 0 er.cc . 

:Pac.l so.id : Al]. th:tnr~n wor:? to tether to1• gooo to t·hG . th:lt 

love ffod, to t hoir,_ w: o are ·the cello,. aecol'd1:r.,~ t o • i a 
l "DUr:r,,o e, a.\ad m,-r,.st said, '1=:hi.s Gospel 01· the 11'\~d o1:1 

a'h.a:.Ll r,a r reac'i.od ·L all tho wo:rld f'or e v.,itneco unto 

all l'l:.-1.t:i.01:. ; ~ )l t l:G:ll oh ..:.!.l t ho fll!U aome. 2 AlJ. God ' A ncta, 

t' t ·i-. .t~ct thar. t,10 oe rson& ere 1 .•, c1ved "" 

control, enters t l1e p ict\t?"e, n.."ld his firnt t ought 1.s 

tllat ·t ! i s so·lll, too, slloul .. 11. :r,nrtake of' the 'hiess1ngs off 

God. ' s expe.nding Kingclom. I11ter-c ess,.on, the1•croro., i...'"1. 

----- -------=----,...._-
l • ll<.'1~10 lS ~: 29. 
z. ;,Ja ;.-;,,~.1.C:.\i 24 : l -1. 
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F-lnoat every 8li':!:mpl6 the Bible present■ to uu, · ! ... t ll . 

p1·imery .t ui·»ose oi the 1,1res~rvat1on ana. 11 pre;ta. oi: the 

Z.tufiuom or c;o • Lrayers a1·e 0 1·1·erue1 f!rut f i>r ernce in 

tl e f CJ r Ll Vtmeor, . f 1.d r.a . I' r t h o e t re ,g 1~ht=n 1 .f'aith o:r 
'• 

tl · 1.11":,y~e . f or bl thii n ·n u1,1>n t h e :N01.,b,. r~ nf t he ,::1 .u.·eb, 

l11 te1.~ce.!11ory 1>raye1.·a ~or 1'.orgivanaaa or s i 1a 21·e 

E> uu i•nt es pecially in the 01ei T~stament. li'l·obl Uoih=a on, 

r e, eri t .:d c f't c n i n the st:>::'j' of the .: ... -coduo, until it 

b .co ,e;:s t o the read.er Rn ina.ictment of I3l."aGl. ~l'be pldople 

c nmpl., it1""ct of t h e 'i rma, rna. Goo. sent t!1e :f irc nt t he 

·,-,J•a tn t 11e ir c --:r!lp. ~n1s uc, l~ er i.cd. .;J1to :r..;nc f!n, e.na. when 

""?sas 1,rayeu :1:11;0 ,:h e Lora. . ·the f ire w:1s C",acnahed . 2 "'hay 

J!l l.,:111!\l'Sd a t the rou~ journe:,,. ~ne1 d;t.d'nt trust Cfod. . lle 

s ent 1"it:~Y ser _pcnta. a mt t h peep.le asid: nay unto ~"l.6 

w rd. ~ :1c.: :i-.o ~~:l ,rayed: for the 1>eople. 3 llosea prayea. t~r 

~llevia t :i.~n o! t er,1_pcrcl p~in, but he prayea. f'irst ~or 

l • .t.Jur.cbcru 2i. :7 
2 . ?ilD!l ber a ll : 2 
3 . ~iumbe1.·n :31:7 



81 

remo"VDl. of' tbe oauae ror the■e tJ.'Ollble•• the 1'org1vene■a 

01' sins. Be himllelf' -• 4Np17 aonao1aw1 o1' th!•• u he 

told the larae1ltea in h1a r1na1 writ11Jg1 AD1 I !'ell dawn 

before the Lord, a■ at the f'il'at, 1'ort7 daJ'II and fort,' 

nigb.ta1 I 41d neither eat bread nor drink water, beoauae 

of' all 7our sins Whioh 7e alrmed. He a1ao prayed for 

1nd1v1dua1s for the same blessing: And the Lord vaa ve'l:7 

wroth Tlith Aaron to have destroyed him; and I prayed for 

Ae.ro1'l also the aamets.me. He was conao1ouB that tMa !'or­

givenesa fitted 1nto the larger purpose of' God. 1 a care for 

His church• for he baaed Ma Pl'IL'YW on tb1a I They are Tl'l,­

people. and thine 1nher1tance:1 

8Bm11el oont1nuall71nteroeded f'or hie people1a a1na. 

When d.ar.lger of destruotion at the han4 of' the Ph1U.at1nea 

'l'IBB 1mm1nent, Samue1 aald1 Gather a11 Iarao1 to lllspah• 

and I wll1 pray for J'OU unto the Lol'd. And when the people 

gathered, they fasted• and Baldi We have a1rmed against 
2 

the Lord. 'When the people asked for a nng, and God I B 

d1spleaSUl'9 was BhOIIIl, they came to Samuel and saids 

Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that•• die . . 
not: for we have added unto al1 our Bina tbJ.B evil, to 

ask for a Xlng~ When Samuel pra,-ed, it was for f'org1venea■• 

Perhaps the Old Testament •·a outstanding example 

1. Deuteronam,' 9:18.80.29. 
2. I Samuel 716.6. 
3. I Samuel 18119. 
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or 1nteme8■1on18 bul■ on ia'le pl"IQ9:r ~or toziglven••• la 

the great 1nte1'0e■■o17 prayer or nng So1omon at the ded1-

oat1on ot the temp1e. -So1omon pra-,.~ that God. woul.d 1eD!l 

a ravoring ear - Bear Thou 1n heaven - to the pra,-era ot 

the paop1e d1rected to H1■ BOWie• 1n a long categ017 ot 

hJ'POthet1cal troubles. Bu.t a1wa711 the Pl'IQ'e:r 18 couched 

1n these tezma1 Hear 'l'hou 1n heaven. and farg:lve.1 God'• 

answer. 1n a 8pec1al revelat~on. 11&8 glven 1n the aame 

te:nna: If' (they pray) ••• then 1'111 I hear frail heaven, 
2 

and 1'111 forgive their sin, and 1'111 heal their land. 

'When Hezeld.ah :refol'm.ed the :rel1g1oua obaervame■ 

of' the Kingclca of .Judah, a mu1t1tude or the peop1e •• • 

dhi eat the paa■over ot.hel'lliae than lt, waa Wl'ltten. But 

Hezek1ah pra7ed. for them:• aa'J'1Dgr ~e good Lord pardon 

every one that prepareth hie heart to ■eek God., the Lord 

God of his Fathera •••. 3 When Judah retuzined to the pro­

m1aed land f'rca exile• th&T forgot the 01'dinana1t that 

forbade their mingllng, 1'1th the 1nbab1tanta. and marr'-ed 

strange \dve8. Esra•·• moat monng Pr&J"•r la for f'o:rglve-, 

ne■a of th1a sin: behold, we are before Thee 1n our trea­

paaaea. tor we cannot stand before Thee because of th1a.4 

Nehemiah• before pra'J'ing tor favor 1n the eyea of Artaxer­

xes aa he aaked to rebuild Jeruaalem1 a wall, prayed for 

1. I Ittnga 8134.36.39.50. 
2. XI ·Chl'cmlo1ea 7114. 
3. II Cbzmdale■ 8<h1S-19a 
4. Esra 9115. · 
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h!.a people's f'orglveneaa, 1:bat God would be 1nol1ne4 to 
. 1 . 

grant the :further• t•poral f'avor. 

Such 1nte:roea■1on f'or slna •• Y1ta117 neoes■U7 

1n the Old Testament. W1t."'l.out a man to stand between the . . 
nat1on and 1ts Ood• and pray _f'or lts s1ns. the nation 

would be destroyed. Ezekiel reported the Word or Goda 

'l'he peop:Le of' the land have used oppreaaion •.•• and I 

sought for a man among them, that should make up the . . 

hedge, and stand 1n the gap be:tore me f'or the l!and• 'that 
. ~ 

I should not deatro.y. 1ts bu:b I found n_one. Therefore have 
a 

I poured out m1ne 1mlignat1on upon them., But .;~ the ~-

Testament churoh_,.h'a•itGnoneed:·'•f:ob.;'ll ihUllfalil p'i,ay..or~, for auoh 

1 on high priest beoame Ulle •., who needeth not da117, as 

those b.1gb priests, to of'f'er· up sacrU1oea, first £or B'1a . . . 
own sina, and then f'or the people'•• f'or this He did once, 

when He of'f'ered up H1maelf'J 17Jleref'ore He 1a able to save 

them to the uttermost that oome to God 'bJ' mm, see1ng 

He ·ever l:lveth to make 1nte~e•••1on f'or th.am.. 3 He baa 

made up the hedge, and atood 1n the gap, once f'or a11. . . 

He constantly pr&J11 aa He did on the cross,. Father, f'or-
4 

g1ve -them• f'or thq know not what thq do. 

But tb1a does not r·eleaae the Christian f'ram his 

duty. Stephen echoed Chriat1a prayers Lord._ lay not this 

l • Nehemiah l l 8,. s. Bseld.e1 22199--Z1. 
s. Heb.ren 71S6.,S'7.a5. 
4. Luke 2:S:S4. 



a1n to the1r charge.~ Jamee aomman4e4 the e1den of the 

ahlll'Ch, 1n v1a1 ting the ■iokr 1et: tliem pra.7 over h1m ••• 

And the prayer of faith ■bal.1 aave the a1ok. •• • and 1f 

he have canm1tted ·■1.na, th.,- ab.all be forglven him. And 

to each Chr1~t1ans Con~••• 'J'OUZ' f'~ul.t■ one to another, 

and pray one f'or another., that ye may be hea1e4.2 Job•• . . 
m1ataken cry: 0 that one might plead for a Jlilm w1 th Goda 

waa an:.1wered by the oommand: of God that he pray for h1• 

fr1ends.4 Our object1ona, too. are anawered b7 tho aom­

mnnd. 

Forg1vaneaa or a1na com.ea on1y through faith, thua 

the pl'ILyer for i'DrsJ,veneaa beoamea perf'eotecl 1n tha i)rayer 

tor f'aith •. Jesus to1d Peter: Satan hath desired to have 

thee ••• but.~I have prayed for thee, that. th'y fa-1th ~ail . 

not, and when thou art aonverted., strengthen t:."ly brethren. 5 

Peter1a faith and oonvera1on took primary pl.ace 1n Jeaua• 

prayer f'or h1a welf'ara.· Paul.'·• · ep1atlea are filled with 

such prayer•·• ·h1a :S.nterceaaory pra79r l.Ue ~•t have been 

·a busy one. !lo the Theaaa1on1ana he Wl'Oter night and 4q 

pra1'1Dg that we m1ght aee 'J'OU1" f'aoe, and perfect that 
6 

llh!.oh 1a 1aok1ng 1n your f'a1 th. He prayed f'or the 

th1nga that would 1nst111 and 1noreaae this f'aith1 we 

do not oeaae to pray f'ar 'JOll•••to desire thst ,e might 

1. Aota 7180. 
a. Jama• 5·114-16. 
3. Job 16121. 

4. Job 4ShB. 
5 ,. Luke 22: 32. 
a. I ~eaaaJ.oniana 3:10. 
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. . 
be f111ed with the Jmowledge or His "111 in wisdom azd 

~ UD'leratan:ling.1 Be pra7ed that h:l11 convert■ would be 

established and ocmf1l'me4 1n fa1th to the ands 'l'he Lord 

make 'J'OU :lnoreaae and abound 1n love one toward another• 

and toward all men ••• to the end that Be ma:y ■tabl1ah 

'J'Ollr hearts unblameable 1n holiness before God.2 He 

pray ed 1n the conf'1danoe that these vere proper pra7ers. 

according to the will of Goda In eve17 pra7er for 'J'OU 

mald.?JS request ••• f'or 'J'OUr .f'ellcnrsh1p ••• being confident 

of' thls... that He which hath begun a good work 1n 'J'OU 
, 3 

will perform S.t until the da7 of Jeeua Christ. He en-

11.ated the prayers of' h1a fell.ow-workers in the same 

cause: Epaphraa aa1uteth 7011• alwa~ laboring f'el'V'entl7 

for 'J'OU ~ pra7era, that }'OU ma,- stand perfect .and com­

plete in all the •111 of Goa..4 

God oontrol• am sove:rna the wor1d f'or the sake o.f' 

a group, arJ4 on1y move■ hl■tOZ'J' for 1n41v1dual.a 1n such a 

wa7 that the Sl'OUP may be benef'S.ttect. Intel'Oeaaoey pra79r . . 
f'1 ta '-taeU into God I a world plan• wben .. '1t)e CJu:iat:laD pra'Y9 

f'or bleaalnga upon that group, ~he Church of Chr1at. 'th!a 

includes prayer for the churoh and 1 ta members, prayers 

tor the leaders both b7 their own congregation member■, 
I 

and by all Ohr1atiana,. and common PN'J'8r, member f'or --

1. Co1oaa:lam 119. 
~ 2. I Thessalon1e.na 3:12. 

3 • J?hilj,Pf:!;1s 1 : 4-ci. 
4. Coloaa •112. 



ber. all .f'or the 11ho1e. 

Prayer fat! t;Jie manbers of the ohurah1 1a peoul.1ar17 

a duq- of the pastor of the oongz-egatlon •. Into h1a care 

a group of sou1■ la g1.venJ hla la the taak of 1eading 

them to 11f'e through the n,ana or Grace. For the7 watch 

.f'or 70Ur aou1a, aa they that nmat give acc~t.:t 'l'he 

pastor who attempts to acoamp11ah this task by his own 

:powers,. who und.erwr1tea the proJeot oh b1a cnm reapona1-

b111ty., 1s guilty of groa■ neg1ect o.f' duty. !l?he h1gher 

power under w..ioh he works csam a1ona tul..f'1ll the require­

ments of the ott1o·e., and the pastor mwst e.n11at that power 

or face .f'a11ure and oordemnat1on. Once again Paul 1a the 

examp1e t ;o whioh men would 4o 111111 to look. Evel'1 one ot 

his ep1at1es reoounta a prayer .f'or the members of' the 

church to which he writea; moat begin and end with bene­

d1ct1ona; 1n moat or them he assures the rea1p1ents of' 

his constant and earnest, prayer for their we1.f'are. And 

a1ways h1a prayer en11llta the he1p of God 1n furthering 

h1s pastora1 duty.. We pra7 a1waJ11 .f'or 7011, that our God 

would count 7012 worthy of tb1a ca111ng., and f'ulfU1 the 

go~ pleaaUN o.f' H1a goodnesa ••• tbat the name of our 

Lord Jeaua Obrist ma7 be g1or1f'1.ed 1n )'011•2 We do n9t 
. 

cease to pr117 for )'OU•••and to desire that J"OU might be 

.f'111ed with the knowledge ot H1a will ~n .11'1adClll and 

1. Bebrna 1a117. 
e. J:l: !rhesaal.onlana 1111 •. 12 .. 
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underatanding. ~t ye ml~t walk wortby of t.¾e Lo1•d ,mto 

all pleasing being fruitful 1n every good wol'k.1 

Thia paatora1 duty ot prayer tor the .tl.oolt answer■ 

to the w111 of God•a oh11clren., 1l'ho aak and expect such 

pra"Jer, t •ho .1he·objeict ·~oT prayer 1s againat the "111 of the 

pastor. 1'J1e duty ot pra.7e1• transcend■ the lack or natural. 

i nclination to prayer. The t;b1ng- diapleaaed Samuel, when 

t hey aa1d, Give us a King to judge us. And Samuel Pl'll'J'ed 

unto t he Lo:rd..2 His 1nol112&1;1on was to ref'uae the request. 

He knew the aOIU'Bo he want"4 to take. But he ■ought coun­

sel f'rom his God bef'orcs ho took tho step, and God revened 

his decision. 

A pastor praya tor a congregation, tor the entire 

church, that h1.a work may be atf'ect1 vely aped. But the 

.- pastors hands, too, need the 15.fting help of 1nteroeasory 

prayer to speed l!!!!! 1n their taaka. 'F'or this reason Paul 

ao frequently aaka the prayers or hi.a churches on bis 

be°t'.alf, as we have quoted above. 'l'he apostolic mi n1str., . . 
placed great oont'1denoe and :reliance 1n such prayer, aa 

they prayed a~ the election of Mattb1a111 Thou, Lord, ahow 

whether of these two men Thou hast chosen! and the result 

of the lo,t was unqueationabl7 regarded aa the oho1oEt or 
God, the amnrer to their pra"J&r• Pau1 t'Ulf'illed liia task 

1. Oo1osa1ana l:9.10. 
2. I Samuel a,e. 
a. Aota 1.:24. 
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an, a Christian• 1n i>ra'!'lng f'c:r the rl!eade:t11 Qt th-e_ Durch, and 

h1a task aa m1n1ater 1n pra~ for his peop1ea In h1■ 

f'1rat m.1adonar,- Jom-n.8J', as 1n a11• he appointed 1eadera 

for the astab11ahe4 oongregat~., and we read: when th8J' 

had ordained e1dera 1n every ohul'ah,,. and bad prayed nth 

f'aatinfb they commended the,11 to the Lord, on whom they 

be11aved.1 The co11ect f'or the nd.n1atry, and the general. 

prayers. are exoe1lent examp1ea _of 1nte:rceaaory pl'l\yer 

f'or the leaders of' the chU1'0h. 

'l'here is a third pattern of' 1nteroes■ory prayer 1n 

and for the ohu?-Ch nf Christ. 'l'he inhabitants of one city 

shall e;o to another, saying, Let us go apaed1ly to :pray . . 
beforn the Lo~.2 'J!!-1.J.s 1a the pattem. of -public prayer, 

:f'or the ohuroh by the church. Suoh pr.ayer aame otten to 

Christ 1n his minlatey. Aa the Samaritans, man:y- groups 

beaouaht Him that He would tarrJ' w1 ~ them. a The Pa alma 

abOUJJd 1n these prayera, the common desire o£ God.111 

children for the proteo,t1m and b1eaa1ns of their divine 

head: Save thy peop1e, and blea:a thine 1nher1tanoe, .feed 

them. a1ao, and 11ft them up. forever. 4 Show us thy mercy, 

o Lord, and grant us thy aa1vat:lon. 5 Do good• O Lord• 

unto thoae that be goad. 6 

The apec1al 1nteroeaa:lona read bef'ore our a1tar•• 

1. Acta 14123. 
2. Zechariah. 812)... 
a. John 4:40. 

4. Paalm 28c9. 
6. Paalm 8517. 
6. Psalm 12514. 



1 

tn comfort the be:rea,red~ t;o bleee th3 lJetrothed, t J-.e moth.era• 

for auoae11a in ah1U'Oh undePi;a_ldns11 Al'e auoh piira,-er.s. ~. 

aol1ect for Grae~, the aolleot for p_,,e, ~or the Wol'd, 

for many apec1allzed oalsmS t!.ea or gl"Ollpa in need of pl'll,.,ra. 

al'G all 1nterce11aiona of the oonsresation formembeN of 

1.h e corporate band. ,. 

In seeking as its- 1'1rat; and baaic purpoae the .tui­

.fillment• _of God' a great plan,. :tnteNe••~Y pi-~yer ctend.a 

beyond t h e boundaries or the chu1.'Cb1 alli aeeka to dl'llw 

the unbollevel' into those bond•~= 'l!his 1s t h e theme .or the 

gr eat~st o~ all 1nter oesaoi-y p:rayera• 1noo:rporated into 

t he greatest of ftl.l pmyera or an7 type. When 1n the Lol'dta 

P:t'llyer we pray,, 'l'h:y- KJ.JlgdC'ft aome, we Pl'll:'Y' for the &7.tenaion . . 
o:f t h e church to· every nalian.• We obey Ob:r1at I s .cmmmmd• 

p :ray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
. 1 . 

laborers 1n'to hi.a harvest. lfan7 ·regard th!a aa the in.; 

;. tens1..,e a011ling of the x1.,om, when our heaven17 Father 

gives ua Hia ·Holy Sp:1.-rlt, a.o that· b7 Ria graoe we believe 

E'!s a,17 Word, and lead a godly life here in time and 
·8 . 

hereafter in ete2'1n1ty. Yet the wonia have a broader 

1!18an1l1g, for the Kinsdom ?f God has •11-119 bean pio·tured 

aa coming to ever,y nation. every_ tribeJ t-o 1t shall the 

v Gent1lea seek~ :ml the oam1ng ··or the Xblgdom llynoDJm.Oll■ 

i.· r.tatthew 9139. 
2~ DJ-. Martin L11ther~ Smal.1 Cateob111m. Seoond Article. 

explanation • 
. 3~ Ia1ah 11:10. · 
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with 1.ts phenomana1 growth. 

Prayer f~ the gl'Olrth or the llngdom 111 di.reot and 

indirect. D1root pro.yur aakll that God's lfortl be sent to 

v heathen and unbeliever to work there ra1th am salvation. 

Pau1 aoked 8 Pray for ua• tbs.t the Word or ths Lord may 
1 

have froe courne, that Ood would open unto ua a door or 
utterance. to ~peal: th e ]D3'St~r:r of Christ ••• that I :nay 

mak o it taan11"ast.2 He stated: ?-4y heart's desire an:l prayer 

to God f or Israal 1s, that t haymight be aaved,3 through 

the ga.1nins of more :perf'ect kno\1l~dgc by t ho ·!lorci. or 

f &1th -:11 1cll he prenoh ed. 'l'he apo:;tolic church pra:yed 

. 1th Pete r : 'cm I,or .18 beh old. their thr es.ten1?J6s, .-.:.nd 

grant unto Thy_serv&nts that with all boldness they ma7 
4 

speak Thy Word. In Chr1at'a great 'b~-pr1os t l y prayer. 

_ c prayecl f'or the prcsc,1-tvation 91:' !'!'in f'ollowcrs 8 but !!e 

added: Neither pray I f'ott thcr.ao alone• mit f'or thei.::i also 

wh1oh e'hall believe on me th~ougl1. their word; that thq 

al1 may be one.5 

Interceaaol'J' pra7er ror the growth of the K1ngc!cm 

ia indirect when it uu. Plo~;{J.JYthe faith of the un• · 

believer, but for an anawer. t1thict1:.G~cr.w1:J.J:: 1:i~e ta_:: __ 

lead tbe unbeliever to ruth. E11Jah the ~1ahb1ta lived 

with a woman of Zarephath during a famine. Bia presence 

1. II 'l'J.,.essalon.tans s:1.2. 
e. Oo1oaaiana ,:s.4. 
3 •. Romana 10:1. 

4.. Acts 4:29. 
5./ John 17:20.a1. 
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greatJ.7 benef:ltta\ her, 1n 'that 1t enn"-bled ho:r to 11ve 

through tho :tam.tnfte Ba:t her aon ,t;t.e,1.1 and her. .taith 1n 

tho God of El.1,1"'1'\ wae bJ:10ken. What have I to do rit.11 

~ee, · O thou. man of God? ahe asked hJm. Art thou acme 

unto rite i;o oal.l. 'J!fY' sin to remembranoe, and tG a1ay my 

s o~? Elijah said to her, G~ve me t1ry aon , and. retiring 

to his pri.vate roan1 he or~od unto the Lord, and said, 

O Lord r:iy God., J: PN-:f t..~ee • let this ch1l.d' a aoul. came 

3.nto h1m aga111. 'l'he chil.d wa.a restored and tbe woman 

brought to £a.1th: l lOll by thi.s I ietlOW tbat thou art a 

1uan ot God, and that the Wo1'd ot the Lord 1n thy :mouth 

1ct t1'"11tb.
1 

Her oonversioh was ooruplete, for t:hriat uae4 

h or sto1•y in a robuke to the men ot Nazareth ro~ not 
2 

aoceptlne Him as Savior. In the same manner Elisha 

hea1od the aon of the Shunam1te, by 1Dtel'Cessory pra:yer.3 

J &IIUS, too, pe:r.tozimea m1raolea which had just this pur­

pose, stated 1n the oorae1ua1on to his f!.x•st mJ.raclos 

This beginni~ ~ mlraolea did Jesus in Cana of Ga11lee., 

and manirested forth His glory. and H1a dlsolpiea bel1eve4 

on tr1m.4 It was a dr1v1ng purpose ln Bia m1n1atr,- of heal~ 

i?lg, ao urgent that He prayed for lta auooeaa., when He 

raised Lazal'lls f'liom the dead. He 1Uted up Hie 8J'8• and 

said: Father,.. ::C thank Thee that 'I-hou hast heard Me,, and 

I knoc that Thou hearest me alwa'J'B, but beoauee of tho 

--------------
1, I JU.n_eA l.7:1~.21.24. 
2 .• Luke 4:25.26. 

v a. !I Xi~a 4:33~ 
4. John 2:11. 
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poop1o \Y.h1oh s!ia.nd by I add 1t, tr.et :thq lmJ' believe 

that 'l'hou baat sent me.1 

'l'he speo1Rl.• stated purpose of 111terces11ory 

prayG:t• 1s the gaining ot another menber for 004 1 a ir.1ng­

dO?D• the s t~1 engthen1ng of a •Soul al.ready cor.~erted to 

.ts.it~ in ""od• Thus 1t f'ul.1"111s its place in God 1s his­

toric scheme on this earth , and reoonc11ea itself to the 

.:-rea.t pattem wit ~in w·~•• l>0i.1ms a11 praye1~a are o.wnrere4. 

But t.11.o question ar ises. must all intercessory prayer be 

e.xclusivel.y -z01-. the spread. an·:! s ·tre~t:l.enin"' of the K1ng­

d 01?1'l T"&1e m,.swer. on tho basis of Sor1ptui•c mus i; us no. 

Pr e.y~r ca'l'J. bo 1DDJ.1e ~or snyth.ing, na long es 1 t does :iot 

v1o1ato that ::,rogl'fli:D. God T1ll1 di1•ec·t the snaver t-o the 

s ood or n1a KJ.ngdan, ei 1i'..1er appal"ontly , _ or 1n a way ve 

can11ot fathom. 'l'ho larger special purpose of 1nterceaaor.r 

prai·c.r mu.st temper am control our pNylng; it need not 

prescr.1be :tbe. ';td.rm. 

~ prayora a.re shown aa 11here the pra70rs had 

no t ho~ t for t h e Kingdom• but God. ena1rered 1n such 

potent benefit to tbe K1Dgdmn t..~at its import ca.nnot be 

ignored. Four men brought a f'r1em sick of the paley to 

Christ. 'l'he1r fa.1th wa.a great,. the7 went to groat troub1e 

to bring their concrete prayer to Ob.riot's e.tte11tion. But 

Jesus• tirst ar..s1,ei•r was: !!an. th7 slna are f'org 1.ven thee. 2 

1. John lliil.42. 
2e Luke 5:20. 



~e f'o1.1r pz-o.;1oro thought o~ their tne~ 1n hi..: n1ckne■■J 

Jenua saw another aou1 to a4d to B1a ohul'Oh. There was 

a certain nob1emsn, vlhose son was a1ck at Capernaum. He 

prayed to Christ for help·. With a great pu..-.-pose 1n tdnd.11 

Jesus l"efused to go to h1a houce. bt?t onl'J' spoke a woZ'd, 

mld t he nobleman's aon 11ved. And the father b1mael.f be-

11evw, ancl h1a whole house.1 

Pot ~r, arrested ~or boldly preae~1ng Christ. waa 

:icopt .in prison, but -prayer was mtlds w1~out csasi:1g by 

·th e c .urob itnto God for ht- • 2 
~he pr:iyorB pe!'haps had 

• 
1- mi ._-id t !la tremendous work Peter was to do as a l eader 

i n tho ch:urcll; 1uora proba.b1'j' "they merely p rrq~d for the 

b;;,d11-y del1vor&1'.ce ot a man thq all loved dearl7. 1'!07 

d1d not even :1'-.tl.ly believe in the ef'f1c:1cy ~ ·their 

prs.yei"'s., for when God., .tulf'1111ng ~is larger P\,trpo:so,. 

a1so ansv7ored t heir prayora, t !ley told Rhoda., \1'ho :in­

S\7ered Poter' s !:noel:., a.""ld tol.!! them. of 1 t,_ 'l'hou art mad• 
3 

and j.t 1 s bis R11gel. These O!n-1st1ans pi,t.,-ed. in love 

tor a m.anJ Gad anavered 1n love ~or H1s c!r.i:roh. Petar 

him:tolf' pr117ed such sprayer. and reoe1ved o.n answer . . 
larger tha.'11 the prayer. Dorcas, at .Toppa, died• a?ld. the 

Christians there aen.t to Pater to ocnduc-t t~e burial. for 

their weeping reception showed 1~ttle fs1t..~ 1n tho power 

1. John 4153. 
2. Acta 12:5. 
3. Acta 12:15. 



he Goon r.mnif'ostcd. But Peter put them c.l.l t'o:-th• t'J'Zd 

lm001ed. down, a.~ pN.7cd• ar..c?. tu.""'C1nG h!:'J. to the occ!y 

r.aid• Tcb,.thc. ar1ne,. end she_ oponod. her nyoa. Peter 

prayed f or a woman whom. ha kne,r bad 'beon• cm wuld be• 

c. groat benefit to the church. But God uaed tho VtJr-:{' act 

111 a \TG.'5' not included in. the prayer:. Axld. it 11'&8 knowrn 

throughout 1111 Joppa.• t\!ld wmJ' be~1eved 1n t he Lord.1 

Eli atoned for bi" robuke o~ Hannah witb tb.e 1nte~ 

cesso:t'J' prayera the Godo~ Xsrael grant thee thy ~et1t1on 
g 

that tbou 'hast asked or Him. Litt.le did. b2 or Sannah 

!.mo~ t h ~ ~agnitude of the 'blessing the answer to their 

nr:r .. yel'a WO-.lld br!.ng to ths eh 114N?l of :!arae1 !r. the 

P-'t•aon. of Smmiel, lost or the juf!s:>s. 'In a s1.-n1.1a-.. yrayer 

Z;,.~~ariae praj•&d. for !.,im~elf' • but even mol"o for his wife• 

f or 'h .r a v.as t . - rec.tor ~uroo:;1 to ba 'borne 1n tho1.r 

ef'.f1,'l0.c7; of •i,_s pra-yer., :79.t God, 1'!1 1ove 1'or h!a churah,, 
. . 

.rol' t h-r prc:yoi- is he .r..:id, and thy ·n1f'e EJ.iza.beth s~.s.11 
3 

boar thoe a a rm• e.~1d thou shsl.t ca1l hie na't!le Jctm. 

'.fheae examp1es show us that G:od' a govel'1'lorah1p 

of the church deman!s that al.1 interceaaol"J prayer serve 

l . !:.eta 9:40. 42. 
2. I Samue11:17. 
3. Luko 1:13. 



tbs t church. Jlut Go4 •• pawer to turn pra7er to Hi■ 

chur.ch's benetit ia omnipote,1ce. 11 ■ in ell His wor.ko. 

The tl·ue Christian will not pray fc,r eoce'thirig ontsicie 

the scheme of Goel. and, bf;yoDd this, iu not llr.: iteu. in 

ony wny a s to what he moy roqucot rnr hio neighbour. 

Interce:r,sory praya1·s in l>cripture rango tro'ID almost 

complet ely altruistic 9rayura t.o pra:,ero which, though 

obJect1ve, e~e ~rayea in sel.f'-intereut. And God hears 

tl em all.. 

~ra5eru for temporal blea&iog, &B~6ciall.., tor 

,i.hyaical healing, 111et Jt1111111 at every turn ot the roaci. The 

atory ia .1·e.1>eat1:d. o.f'teo: At ayen when the aun ca.ia. aet. 

they brought unto Him all tbat were 4iaeaaed, and thm that 

were poasesaeci. with dev11a, ana. Ha boalc,ci many tbat -,ere 

sick.i These we~• ao well•orguaized prayers. with careful~ 

worci.ed notations na to how their anr.~cr ~oulCl benefit the 

Kingd.0F1. Thnt tho1.1gbt scarcely occurred. to the prnyors. 

luny scarcely knew m1at the Kingdom mennt. They only kne\Y 

the t be1·P. \7ae a }/en who mis more then man, ., · th help to ofter . 

. hey brought t heir oick a nd ~elplea~ in oilent ~: oyer tor 

~rc::lt ;-u1·~ 0cc . In l iit~ J:1an:-1 =• .T:? i:" tG ; 1·n:, eu: corue ~nd. lay 

Th.:.r • :.1 , ~s 011 ' ( rny :ia ..:;l te1• ; thr t 3h:: 1 s.y '\: h!:., l e-... i 2 

t. .. c:: I.! " 

l. ~ SL ~ l . J ~• ~4 
2. :, ark o: 23 
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-r<Yl' t.J,a h ealt'h. o~ h is ,uu:-v&11t/'- t?.1r.etT',t .3 be)SU\.teht 't1'1ffl 

fo-,. ~il\1on'o w1r.e1,. :n1ot~,.,.,2 l;'he ma.n !n l'."Pl!llilee ~pp~ed 

to Hilri As to a 'h:tJ?'.er CO"'.\rta \'!~en His d.1no1p:t.ea failed 

~'io e,u~.s h:ta 80'!'1.e 3 T.he S~!),,mlc!an WQIII..Jl!ll -pray ed, that 
l'!: 

~e v.:·~nld cast f'orth the dev11 out 0£ her daU{'.;b.ter • ., And 

~-le·!":!, 1-1s •\Otl'l!'r, nskei:, tor something f ,a p 1esa important: 

t:!te.n. e. possessed !Ion, o.P a dyj.ng servant. 1n one of the 

s1Jl,p1ea t . of r&Gol'd.fid prayen: 'l'hq have n~ w1.."le. 6 A1l. 

nf these prayer& plenaed Gccl; a1l. b2'Ullght to His attent:1on 

the. a-u.rrerin~s o~ mauk:Lnd,, wi:thou.t a thought -Cor the 

apiri.tual., so urgent was th& temporal.. If &ll'y had p:re­

a·l.c1nuc1 t o rebuke -the;u: YOll mtur·i;; 1&0t pray for these thing■, 

~ut £c,i, apl.,•1t'Uill. 'i:•l 1:1aainga, thoy •ouJ.d have 'oo:n.tlnued 

to cli11 w1 t h b1.i.nd Dtµ-td.uieua 1 'lbou Son of David, have 

n s-s.•cy on ua.'7 I.nu Je~us would have atood at111, and 

c w:m&nduc'.i. lihew i.o lii& oalled-• ihe pnyera these people 

lil.·a'Yfi(i dld ilene tbe g:i-eate1• pm-poae of God.J U we ez­

amine them ol.ua·ely we · oan aee J. t wo.rnng. But the pui­

poae in no wa.,· al.tered the form o~ the pra-38r. 

:r~ otho:r ex&ffl.}1e• ewn less illustrative of pnr­

p osa may a11.1111y be adduced: The te,1 l.opem prayed Jeaua,. 

~.aste'I', l1ave mero:r on ua., 8 BabJ'1on"• oaptiv1t-,' o~ Judah 

5 • .tJark 7:26. 
6. John 2:3. 
v. J:a:rk 10147. 

, a. l71'kie 17:13. 
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":lore c o:i:m.."!.r>..cl Cid.: S-sol: tho peace 0£ t _.o ~ ! t.;· ... . 1 t . 3r T 

have c~used you to bet ·carried afflly captives, and pra7 

unto t h o Lozu for it• £or the subjective reQoon - 1n 
l the poace t he~oo~ 7e 3bal1 havo peace. Paul asked that 

prayer be made for h1m that "Ve 'lllll'J' be delivered from 
2 unreasonable and wicked aen• and Lot prayed for t?Jo 

pNJse1"vation or Zoar, one of the wicked pentapo1111 

condmD:'led by God. -Ibis dcsc181on God reversed. for the 

preservation of His c?lild Lot. thOUGh Lot prayed •1th 

none of t..lie nob1e oampaaa,1on which actuated Abraham. 3 

t r:·:- t1' c:•.lJ t o .:.n"o.:i", t 1'uln 1~ the qu.os ·t :ton ff'Jl" ,·: m.t t c pray. 

:::-!l;;i-er i s net truly pra7er u 1losu "lOi c .ct l:>:; a Chri!l t1an. 

Sin.ca 1n.te1"Coss 01--:r p:!'Cy-er 1nv\)lvea ~\ro oou1a, a t loast 

t ,:,o :!.nd i vlduBla, nrc "YO to conclude ti10.t botl1 :i:ms t be 

c:u •l s t 1aus to -nl idato tllG prayer? i~lst ''° 111J:1t our 

1nteroeaa.!.on to tho pra:,e:::- o~ tho psnlmiat: Do good• 0 

Lord, unto those that ba good?4 ~he q\i.oat1on haa aJ.read7 

• been a.1'lewered wlth a de~1n1~e no. Paul exhorted that 
. 5 

1ntercess:!.cn be made tor o.11 men. Jeaua and Stephcm 
6 prayed for their unbG11eving persecutors. Pau1 1a pra,er 

l. Jeremiah 29:7. 4. P■al.1:l 1261-le 
2. I I ~:1esa:1.lo11.:i.ans 3:2. 
3. Genesis 10120. 

5. I '!'ho~li.y 2:1. 
e. Aota 71&0, Luke 23134. 



-:or, Iaruel ,mo., tllat tb.QJ· m.'lsllt be :t :l.V<?' ~ 1 . eni: t1 t e e:, 

co-wld no't haw been ObJ-1at1ar,Ja at t'ho th1a o~ the ~nyer. 

Abrahmn pra::yed for poop1o ao w:!.clced the.t God seut a:,oc1a1 

&Uesze11gers. na.7 oame dawn R:lmsel:r • to 4e11t:roy them, 1n 
a _go11sible 2 

t he 1ntereat orl\-c.on r1ghteows men. two 1n each c1t7. 

A u111n o'£ G·od. p?-ayed for Jeroboam,. who was usurping tho 

r:i.ght of' tho p:t-1o·st against G,xt.•s will• in aecr,.f101ng 

e.t t lio nltar, who had juat dGZDanded the awe■t ot t'he 

1,1a:a oi God f01, denouncing him,. and had been pun1s1'etl. 

for it.3 tt God hears pi-a.yera ~or Sod.om and Gomo?'Nh., 

and for kings mo open1-y defy Hie maJ••t-7.- are there any 

11m1 tat1ana to 1ntel'Oe■sory pra.yerT Here the answer 1a 

-yea. 

h"L~tl&il. •,1;ill ha.a o&e':l f1:nnly av l f'1na1ly s et in o:ppos 1t1on 

t ~ n ... ... , .. •··' ll ,., \il UU, _., ..... , 1n~crc~ac1on is of no ava11, ~o~ a~ch ,re 

ar~ not to pray. '11.11~s a~to~.at1oa11y :u»i finQll7 rules 

out prayora fas! th& doad; tboy nro 'bOJ'OUd. tha powei' of 

pray.er• ~~ tl1er confinnsd. a me:.aber, ar cont'1:rmed 012.teida 

the 11:'.li ta o.r Cod I s K1~da.n. :t ia appointed unto men 

once to die• but a.rter ~1u., t11e judgment.~ When God 

judges• He judges for oternJ.t.y., and any atl;ompt ot mL-i1 ■ 

1. Romana 1011 • . 
2 . Geno:Jie 18 32. r,,... Mart11 L, t1.erl. !_!,•_~_a_t._.,_.s_-~-·-_C\._,u ... - _r-_._o_od_ 

Works., 1n 1000 o1 t, P• 2-,s. 
3. I Kings 15ie. · 
4. Hebrna 9,87. 



to reTerae that ,3ucipent la aintul preaumptJ.on. 

The practical a pplication of thio llmitetion, h ew­

ever, _preaenta some d.if'.tiaultiea. W• cannot see a men'■ 

faith or obc.i.uracy. J"Ohn lays d.OWD a genera1 rule: It eD7 -D 

see hie brother sin a ■1:n which- 1a not unto u.eatb, he ahall 

-Ask, e mi lie shall giTe him lite tor them thet ui11 n ~•t unto 

d.eath. 'l'here ..ila e a .in unto dee.th, I. do not say that he aball 

pr ay tor it. 1 The first rule we heve alree~ co7ered., for the 

Ki n G of our nP.ighbor& wo aho 1.tld pray, 1n i'ull c onticience, with 

f ul l a s,, ur:rnce o:t a favor eble tm1.1wer. .But, ~olu i tell.; us, a 

1.ti" t i :.c tion ex i s ts: There 1:a e. sin unto d.eeth, ,:he.·E: 

fcl'g ivsn~s ~ i s not. ae.si..red. For only this .iin, the re• 

j 1-:cti,,n oi.' r orgi v-.::.:i.ss a t hz·augh grace, i.s c om.rletely ..nto 

1.1 £ :'-i t b . Fer. n 1Jch c1 .z in Jclln d.oEa not E.:ico~rliga ¥rayf;;;t . 

' : .. if ..... i:g no l obvia te l he c.. i.f!it: 1.olty , '!:or ·•·.hem .. h.a.11 ·:re 

,. 1·c:.~ ~- .:. t merely a t e t .. = it.. :\'e c urn.:>t u.~t 1:.r:.:;.i.:1e .-. :--..c uaa 

s 1.a.1~a. uuto u.e -th , a :1i'.L N.llC tlt'lS :ic-t. .ro.t..a ~o es .c.o t u .U 

it. 

None but Gou cen determine the extent of a man's 

cans, 0 1J1• only crit'er1e in prayer namt 't~en be: a.o not 

-,;rey •.~•here Goe.I. nae ex ~res~ly 1:'nr)l1a.aen preyer. Thia opena 

an i 1-1tereetin vista ia. tb.e stu~ ot interceaaory prayer, 

l. I J~hn 5:16. 
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r ~l' G-, d. h o soldau 1'or1>1d~m1 1 t., em 1r.. tm:::. caa ?::.u3 re­

vo1• ad h:T.s dee:1s:i.on when a ~u1;1 d.:.aoboyod nia f'orbi1.d.1ng. 

ean11, he b.acl laft beI 1na 1u t3:;.e ha.ods a£ Aaron. It ·:!ss 

···1•ohsbly ~ ::;rr.~\t z:l ock,. the1• f'oi:-e, i"1hen God tol.G. :!:'.J:.1 

t'ho deta-J.l .., of' t he 1"evel.:ry at t :"!e ~ane- of t :J~ litoun ta1n. 

as.t · .:: qnlt'.lkly :>uti or t ·1e way vric11 I e01m1n1no . .. the:n. 

'i':10 s: oc'k ; s 1:aerea.aed at ti\e anger o.r Gc.d a s:·.o:,n in 

.,.,o:.,"d r ..... : "l.°!: ~•:l ol' th~ ovl.1 , .:.-~ c .. "1e t~:lOt".uh•:.. to <!o '.'...Ul. to 

· ;:1.~ l:)eo 1 "' . 1 'l'ha quoat~oi'Le that ariae a::.. .. e th'ls~ : • s.a 

comm. nd? 

Thti ?·1lp1t Corune11t&.r7 deni'33 tl at t!--.:ts W!i:J a aom-

Jnand. of God : 

"Thia wa.3 not a ,;,,,,1.:,r.a.."ltl1 but l"ather fl &'IJF··g~­
tS.on; or o.t any rate. 11. waa a oorerJand not 
intended t o ooranel o'boo:tonoe - lik3 tl!at o;; 
the ange·1 to Jacob • 11Let; me 80• for the 4a7 
br'9ac!:eth. n fioses w.ss n,ot inte::uled to take 

----------------
i. Exodus $Shs.10.1,. 



C. 

\:he c o v-c.J".d s.s abao1,ite. !'"G di~ not clc, .. o -
ha "wreat1ed nth &od.•" like Jracob.,. am pre­
v a.:tl cC. . ( If God hm! iY-.de ot: ~!oaea a ~eat 
nat1on) ••• al1 ·that had b~en as y&t ~on~ w~1.U.d 
:,:iv ~ !!O!'! f or :-!.:,::~ht. ""n"-: : :ts ~.rpo e e with 
l"espect to R1s ":,t,oul1a r :,eople" "'ou.1-d havA 
lie9-n ~.it b ac!.t eoo :,er-.rs ~d mor.at . 0 1 

:r-!:t.s ~.rc;u."!lent 1.s apparent'l;r ~ i s: thl!.t Ood. coul.d. 

mee.nt tha offei- in v.lOb. A similar interpretation i& 

_put on the verse by Jf;etthew Henry: 

"That the 1nteroees1on or Hosea might appear 
:· '! .. ~Ol"!' :t].':'. 13 tr1 u. ~, f;(Y f ~ rl ~.f r!?!'S - - ':1 

that., U he would not 1.nterpoee in th1e matter, 
--:-~ ·,·,~,:1-:: . -~ ~~ or :'l-1't'l . ~1 .. ea.t n~.tio""l. ••• ~&.d 
·l,toaea been of a narrow., ael.f':lah apir1:t. he 
., . .... .. f~ .. .,T... l,.. .. ,..,, --t •. ,,, .. 0 ,.,,..,.,,...,,. b •1t • ,,,., 
•• -.# ---l.. .. • #• • ..:, • .•J- r,. • II J. II .,.,. , , .., - ..:-,_. I • .,, 

pref'era the 11al vat~on or Isael.-" 

Ho ma?tea or t."'1e aomr:umd an anthl"opaaorph1amt 

11God would tams express the greatness ot B1a 
"u ,.-f• "" " .. ~ ] 8 " "'"•rn. ft,.,,. ' ' l ""¼, ~-" ·- r, .,.,.. ..... t .~ J' ,~ ._, \.a., 4 ,.__. '-• -.C. ~ .,~•-• -., ••• _ -.,.,;,,, '-'•u·• - , • 

manner of' men-. who wcn,ld have none to in• 
"i!"'"c .r--:.~~ .i'~"C" ~ ~i~? ., t ",~y r ~9~. 'V!) t o .,,-? -Jev .,ra 
1'11 t!'l. 'l'hus nlso He woul.d put an honour upon 
pra:-ar, !nt~ :1.:i.ti1.i.:; th:it !'\Ot '!i :tnz m.\t t i o :l &ta-r­
c 'lsa1ou of Mose11 cou1d se.ve them from ruin . 11 

He 1103.lcen s tho pmTer 0£ !, oses 1 1ntercess1o?J, bolr­

ever,. i n t !-'ue ma!d ng 1t a c~d:lt1onal of':f'er.H~ !H.mn-,J.t 

1nd1ca t os. t hi z : 

"Whe.t dtd r!osca, or wl:.at ~~.:ld h e do, to 
~ i nd ~r Gcd .f'r01!1 c tms-m,:1!18 t !'umi? ,'hen 'lod 
:reso1ves to ab.s.."ldon "· people, · and t }"19 
decree of' l'l:t1n has go!le f'orth ,. no 1a t e r­
ces s1on onn prsvent it. 8 2 

In rep1y t.o these., oerta:ln faota muat be .remembered. 



• 

v It J!!!. ~oaea 1nteroe■a1on wh1oh turned God 1n f'avor of' 

the children of Iarael. And the rejeot1on which Goel 

seemingly proc1a1ma waa not 1n any way the f'1hal re­

Ject1on. 'l'hat came 1ater, 1n the t1me when the LOl'd 

sa1d to Jeremiah, though Mo■ea and Samwtl stood bcd'ore 

me, yet my m1nd cou1d not be toward th1a people ... 1 

lloaea• 1ntemeaa1on did O&r1'7 n1ght, an! at least 

yet ano.thor great. 1nteroeaaor ... thcd.N before the 

obi1dron of Israel reoe1vecl final reJeot1on. It oou1d 

~ not have been a mere teating of' Jloaea• f'aith, through 

t e offering of a great prize were he to dea1at 1'l'OD1 

prayer. 'l'ho.t would be to weaken tlle prayer. That 1t 

} wan not an absolute oomman4 aeama. ~erta1n. 7at what 

marks it as a oonmand not intended to oampel obedience? 

God here waa f'orb1dd1ng aometh1ng that waa a de­

finJ.te part of H1a great plan for H1a church. Hosea 

kn81'1 the rejection of' Iarael 11&a not J19t f'1na1, because 

apeo1f'1o temporal ~Cllliaea, the 1nher1tanoe of the lam 

had not yet been fulf'1llad. ltoaea knew, when 

he prayed, that he waa pay1ng for the oh11dren of' 

God, on whom God' a b1eaa1na; at.111 Nate4e The Clmnand 

Dl18t have been, aa Matthew H9D1T auggeata, an antb.l'opo­

morpb1am, reveal.S.ng Bia great wrath at a •1n not unto 

death. Moiiea unde:ratood this, and though tremb11ng at . 
the terrible poaa1bi11ty, he eameat1y 1nteroeded with 

1. Jeremiah 16zl. 



God on their behalf'. He not onl7 had a right to 1nteziaede• 

he saw hia greater du~y. and perf'onud. :lt. 

A ve1.7 pertinent aequenoe ~ a a1m1lar nature 

is reported 1n the book of Jeremiah. He :la oommanded no 

longer to pray f'or the peop1e• and 1•• under d1f'f'erent 

circumstances. at least tw1oa thereat'ter asked to do ao 

by the people. Jerem1ah1a actions and the amnrer ~ God 

s hed much 11ght on the 11ml t:atlona to lnteraeaao17 

prayer. In one chapter• Jeremiah 1• ■ent to oall the 

people to repentance• z,eprove their aeU-r1ghteoua 

sinning• and deliver the terrible ~tu 'l'beref'ore . . 
pray not thou f'or th1a peop1e• neither lift up Ol"J' nor 

prayer ~or them• neither make 1nte:roeaa1on to lle, for 

I will not hear thee.1 God had• f'or their aina• f'or 

their idolatl'J' (cf'. oh. 11) f'or their rofuaal to listen 

to Gocl1 a words, rejected them• and all !nteroea■ion 

waa uaelea.a. A year or ao later, King Zedekiah• son of' 

Josiah., reigned 1n the lanq' of Judah, but neither he, 

nor hia servants,. nor the peop1e of' the land• did hearken 

unto the 'l!IOMB of the· Lord• wh1oh He spake b7 the prophet, 

Jeremiah. And Zedekiah the 1t1ng sent .... to the pl'Ophet 

Jeremiah, ••~• pN7 now unto the Lord our God tor ua.2 

Dr •. ltretmnann aa7a of' tb1a request: 

"'l'h1• was, 1n the first. p1aoa, an aot of' 

1. Jeremiah 7:16. 
2. Jeremiah 37:1-3. 



amazing stup141t,- 1n v1811' of the 'l'.!ng• • de­
liberate d1aobed1anae!. but a1ao one of revolt­
i ng li'ypocria:,, since ~e4ek1ah. ~elgnecl an al­
leg1ume• to Jehovah :wt.doh he was raze .frail 
poaaeaaing. (Be) ••• d14 not••• to notloe 
tllat his act was a 1'lrther 1nault to Jeremiah, 
after the manner in which hia mea■agea had 
been received." · 

Jeremiah• acting under ordeN bom God• acted fit­

tingly. No "',vord 1a 11aid oi' a pra'J'9r being oi'fored. but 

he prophesied t he return or the Chaldean■• t he 11f't1ng 

of whose s1~ge b y the Bgyptlana had occaa1oned the 

embassy from Zedekiah. 

Eleven 7eara later another request aame to Je~ 

emiah .• Babylon had 1ed their oapt1vea a11&7, those who 

remained were 111 treated. A group under Jobanan organ­

ized to rosiat. ~ey oame to Jeremiah with a humble 

request: pray for ua unto the Loztd th7 Ood ••• that tho 

Lord tlI7 God may shcv ua the wa7 wherein we m&J' walk, 

and t h e t h 1r,_g t hat we m&J' 4o.2 Jeremiah, seeing their 

evident f'a1th and aubm1sa1on to God 1a w111 •. promised to 

pray for them• pemapa t hinking that these men, aeem­

ing].y repentant, no longer came under the former curse. 

But be remembered the command• and ~xacted .from them the 

prom1.ae that, whatever God'• anawer would be, he would 

teli it to them full'J'., and tbq nuat obey. ~.,. agreed, 

1. Dr. P.E.Kre~zmarm, PopuJ.ar Cammentaz:x:, Jer. 37:1-a. 
2. Jeremiah 42:2.a. 
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Jeremiah Pl'&J'ed• and Ood mwe:NN1• that the,- mut l'WYE:ID 

1n Judah to have_ P•••• U tb.q fl.ed 'to~._. 'IIO'a1d. 

cane • .And ~od ab.owed Jeremiah tbat the orlg1na1 O'?'ffl'and 

atlll he1d• f~ he had to tell them, ye 4!.aaamb1ed :ln 

'J'OUl' hearts when 7e aent me unto the Lord 'J'OUl' God• saying, 

pray for us... Bow theref'Oil'e know oel'f:&1D17 that 79 ah•l 1 

die.1 Despite Jeremlah1a wo:rda~ the'J' went to F.sJpt. 

Dr. Kl'etzmann render■ th1a verdiot: 

"It seems clear from the :tlrat that the leadel'II 
of the Nfugeea bad a1Nad'J' deolcled nat 'to re-
11U11n :ln Judea, but to go to some ne1ghbol'ing 
oountey •. They acted just u lllllD'J' people do 1n 
our days, who call upon the Lord to d1reot thega• 
but only aloJJg 'the l:lnea whioh they themaelvea 
have choaen.•2 

The .whole aequence 1ea4a ua m the aaiaa oomlua:lon. 

Jeremiah's oommam 1'l,om God was baaed on th:la: tb.eae 

people had .rejected GodJ payer f'or them wou14 no longer 

serve the purposes or God' a lt1ngdam. While tb1a oODlli.t:lon 

was obv:loua. Jeremiah N.trained ~ PrtQer. When the con­

dition was seemingl.y ·remo~,. Jeremiah gave them the ben­

efit of the dOllbt• and pl'llJ'ecl• 'l'hat he was mistaken 1n 

supposing their repeiitanae genu:lna was no Sl'•at f'au1t ~ 

h:l•J God c&l'ed f'or 'that :ln H:la answer t;o the prayer. 

Jeremiah 1s '1Qt oemured f'Ol' p:raylng :tor• people he ha4 

been told nob to pn.y _f'or; aa far aa he oould see, the 

cond1.t1ons of 'that proh:lbit:lon no 1o:nger applied. 

1. Jeremiah 42:20.22. 
2. Dr. P.E.Kretzmann, Popul.ar Canmentarz:, Jer. 42. 
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The 11m.1. ta~1ona cm the pl'IQ'er or the Cb2'1at1an of 

today is the same. WhJ.le 1t w1ll aerve the purpoae of 

the, Xingdom at ocx1. the pmyer 111 r1ghteoua and aaoeptab1e. 

Since no man can aee into another'• heart and judge the 

blackness of bJ.a ain,. the u1t:1mao7 ~ hia re3ect1on. we 

must, in t he manner of Je~ah• · g1ve h1m the benef1t of 

the doubt., and., aa Pau1 b1da ua,. pray tor a11' mea. One 

notab1e exception :la, however. given us. where it 111 not 

necessary to look 1nto man•a heart.1 It the:ro come an7 unto 

you., and bring not tb1a d~trine. receive~ not into 

your house, ne1the1• bid him God apeed. For he that b1ddetb 

him Goel speed 1a partaker or his ev.11 deeda.1 When a man 

1a openly woncing aglnaat tbe X1ngdcm of God• proae1y­

tiz1ng from the true ohuroh• we are not to bid h1m God 

speed in h1a work• we are not to pre.,. tor h1a. aucoeas. 

The sentence in the or!g1na1 reada1 K.:1. ""{e,:u• •'vT~ 

.-c.c. ~ ). t d t rt. And do not . aa7 to h1m1 Greetings,- or have 

grace. The question. ha11 been allked, 1■ thia a prayer? 

It probably can be ao acmatrued. J:t. was a ommon tol'm of : ... 

g reeting used b7 Chr1at1an and hea1.hen a1ike. But p:robab1y 

in a Chr1at1an1a mouth 1t meant 3Uat what the King James 

trans1ators aaw there .. God speed• even aa oar universal 

good-bye from a Chr!.at!.an tongue 1nc1'Udea •• pra7er tor 

p:rotect1on. But whether pra,-er or not. the paaaege tor-

1. XI John 10.11. 



47 

b.tcta prayer. If' a mere greeting 1■ proh1b1te4• how much 

greater an infraction wou1d a prayer bet 

Y7e are not f01'b1dden~ however. to pa7 ror the 

person. only for his work. Probably a great amount of 

America I a aeotarian1am would go 11' her true ohurohea 

wou1d pray more earnestly that al.1 who pro!'eaa thamaelvea 

Chr1at1ana ma7be led into the way of truth and hold the 

fa1t.h 1n unity of ap1rlt• 1D the bond. at peace. am 1n 

r1ghteouaneaa of 11fe.1 Bat whe~ we 1nolu4e 1n our pra7er11 

the prospering of b1a,work of pro■e1,t1s1ng. n beocme 

partakers of h1a a1n• and may be aocuaed of leacling men 

J&tray from 'the saving word. 

Same have called tlda unohr1at.1an ocnmae1. contrary 

to the ap1r1t and teaching of Ohr1at, baaing their judgment 

on the wol'da of Christ.- when the 41so:lplea would not 

allow a man to caat out 4ev11•• since he was not one of 

Chr1at 1 a f'o1lowers: Fozil:>14 h1m not. f'or there S:a no man 

which s hall do a miracle 1n my name• that can 11ght17 
. 2 

speak ev11 of me-. ~1• passage. however. apeaka 'of those 

working £2!! Cbrla.t under no particµ_1ar denamS.nat:1ona1 

name. It; does not bid ua give proaelytera a home base . . 
1n our home or heart• or to wish them God speed in aot-

1v1t1oa w'h1oh John cal.1a wicked, nth empbaa1a on the 

1. General PNJ'ezti Lutheran Hpmal.. p.110. 
e. Mark 9:39. 
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wicked. 

What then are the 11m1tat!.cma to 1nteroeaaory pN7er 

). to the praying Ohr1at1an todaJ"T The question f'or what? bu 

nonttt other than thoae connected with every prayer. that 

things s1nf'ul. and against the will of' God are not to be 

prayed for. am· every answer la to be expected within 

' the will of God. The question f'or whomt haa the aame 

11m1tations. more apeo1ftoa117 d~tned. Old ~eatament s.n­
teroedera were limited by direct penman, of' GodJ New Teat­

mnent 1nterceders are to be guided by a pr1no1ple laid 

down by God. We are to pray f'or all men,. but we are to 

pray t hat a11 men vork in the will of' God to preserve and 

increase II1a lt1ngdom. All work againalt this will goes 

f'orward without our bleaa1ng or mte:raeaa1on. 

One other cona1derat1cm. sets CJrf the interceaaory 

pra7er as the h ighest form of prayer. It 1a perhaps the 

moat obnoua cona1dera.t1on. one which haa bef'ore been 

alluded to. 1'hia :la the apea:lal motive uhich l.eads to 

aubjeat1ve prayer. the aelf1essneaa or true Chriatian 

love f'or ones neighbors. 

Dr .. Goulburn atatea 'tib.1a motive 1n .a h1gbl7 prao-

t1oal ways 

"Thu.a plain• then• ia the dut7 of' interoeas0197 
prayer. And the grounds or 1t are equally plain. 
The duty-· 1a baaed upon the f'aot that men are 
one bodJ', and: mambe1"& ono of anothe~. •. In b1a 
mora1 na~. (man) baa certain atteot1ona ••• 
which have ref'erem• to otherf• and ■how olear1y 
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that, in the deatgn ot the Creat.oza, he 111 
no 1solatoo croat,ll'o. And 1n ••• h1• ccm.atl'tu­
tion by grace 81'ld in ·Ohr'lsb·thare are bro­
therly kindn'lBB and cbarS.tJ'.- wh1ah ahow 
that 1n the new creatu:N al.so• man ~ one 
Bod:y. And if this be ao, the weal and the 
woe of other men, or other Cbl'iatlan'•• 
mus i

1
bo • to a certain extent.. our vea1 and 

woe~ 

G. A. Duttriok• a we11 worded op:l.n1on on prayer hall 

al1"ee.dy been ,quoted: Intel'Cea■lon. ••• 11vea ln our worthie■t 

motive_ ••• Ruman mot1vea are a:lwaya m1zec1 • . but theS.r mo­

tive in that pang of prayer 1a nearl7 eel.n.eaa.2 nte 

Pulpit 8 ommentary raa.,ka: "'I.r &'DJ' PN-yer can be made 

with conf1denoe of auco•••• IIUl'el7 lt 1a thla. I.t 1a an 

unselfish prayer; a pr&J'fll' of love."3 The motive ot 1ove 

1s plainly. visible in Luther'• Judgments 
0 we ••• are pr1eata., wb.1ch 1a far more euel­
lent than being ldnga• beoauae aa pr1.eata 
we are worthy to appear berore God to pra7 
for others• and to teaoh one another tho 
things of God. Thia Christ baa obtained 
for us• 1f we believe on :ifm• that we •• ., 
may boldly come 1nto the ~•mm• ot God 
1n the Sp1r1 t ot faith aDCl 017 :Abba,, 1-a -
ther," "ilrf1"'3' for one another ••• 11 

But how do the Sci-1.ptm,8■ reveal these croun:ta 

ror 1nt.e:rceasor:r prayer! J'ai.rlu pl'IQ9d for bl■ daughter. 

the SJ'l'O•phen1c1an woman for hers,., ·beoauae or one or tbl 

highest of nat.u.....i lovea - · that ~ parenb for oh1ld. 

1. Op. c1t •• p~ 100. 
2. Op. cit.• p .. 102 .• 
z. Rev. A. P1umnar, ~'he Pullii. Qammmitu,:. 1n Expo■1t!QII 

of I Jo!1Ji, P• F. . 
'• Holman, II, On Onnst1an L!.bertz:, P• 326. 
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'l'he thou11anls who brought theS.i- alok, l.ale• b11n41 am4 

poaeeaaed did 110 because they brought b1tmda, men md 

•omen whom they 1oved. It may be agaed. that t hia 1• 

at111 e. aamMll:'l&.t ae1f'1'8h prayer, beaaae 1.t embraoea a 

ve'l!T t ight c1ro1e of 1ov'4 on••• Slit jmlt auoh a deep 

and se1f1esa 1ove shoul.4 mal'k 'the Nlatlon or •verJ" 

Chr1at1an to hJ.a fellow Cbr1et1an1 'llh1oh alone ma7 ovez-­

ahadow hia love tor a11 'MDe· flit■ t■ rq OOllllland.m.ent• . 

Jeeua · aa1d, ~t ye love one ano1iher1 u I haw 1ove4 

you. Greater 1ove hath no JD&n than this., that a :man 1a7 
1 

down h1s. 11te tor bis friends. Je8U8 demonstrated auoh 

love 1n tho parable of' the fig treea ~. let it a1oae 

th1a year also, till I aball dig about 1t ·and dung 1t.2 

In spite of the wayward f'ruit1eeane11■ or the t:ra•• He 

still fou.'"!Jd love to !nte:raede for 1.t. He command.eds Love 

your enemies, .... pray for them which deap1te.rul.l.7 uae 

JOU3 and. Himself :tul.f'1Ued llia Ponaand to the 1aat degnet 

Father, forgive tb.8!111 tor they know not what thq do.4 

His disciples caught an echo or thla l.ovei though th.,-

bad no .faith 1n Jeaua• ability to prov-l4a, tb.e1r love 

tor the five thauaand 1e4 them to 1ntenupt Hla teaching 

to say: send them away, that the7ma7 ••• buJ' tbaaael.vea 

bread. for the7 have nothing to eat.5 4'he7 prayed 1n 

1. John 15:12.13·. 
8. Luke 1318. 
3. Matthew 5:44. 
4:. Luke 23:34. 
s. 1:rark 6136. 
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love, 1t was their laolc: of truat wh1.csh •d• them -pre11crlbe 

the mann.er of anawer. 

A groat and mov1ns love 1a app&l'ent 1n. all of Pau1'• 

1nte1"cesaol"'.J pra'J'9ra: I wouJ.d 'bhat 'Y• kltew what gNa't oan.­

f'l1o t I have fOJ! JVU,.1 ao 4eep and euuat wu h1a p'Jfa7er 

1n love. Be lfl'ote ~1mothy1 I have remabranae or thee in 

my prayers u11Jh't and day, ••• bAlng mlndruJ. ot th7 teara,2 

tears 'Which could not ta11 to move the heart of h1a teaoher 

1n lova. Moaea' treme:adoua love o~ the people ~or whom he 

prayod was s.elf'-anor1f1c1a1a ~et no•11 1.t Thou wilt f'orglve 

the1:r sin-; tll1d i.f not., b1ot me, I pra.7 '.Dhee., out of Thy' 
3 book, w;11oh 1'hou hast written. He pra7ed• .-..n while 

trembling at the command, Now thei-etore. )let m~ alone .. 4 

Daniel I a :tove for thet temple . led.d h1m to open hia wind.on 
. 

tO\"lard Jeruaa1em and pray :ln that dlreotionJ the eame 

love led him to pra.71 Cauae Th7 faoe to shine upon 'l'h7 

sanctuary that 1a deaolate.5 · 

.\ oonfl1.ct, however,. arise•, e11peo:la1l.y when read­

ing the prayer book o~ the Old ~•• tamerit. \'Iha~.; Bl'il!I we to 

sa7 of sucll prayers aa that or Dav1d: L•lt death aS.eze 

upon t hem.am let them go down quick (a1iw) into he11.6 

David himself' calls t his a prayer: G-1ve e&.111 to my prayer, 

-·--------------
1. Colcas1ans 2:1. 
2. II ~imoth.7 1:3.4. 
3. Exodus 32:32. 

4. Bzo4u• 38:10. 
5. »ans.el 9:17. 
6. Psalm 55t15. 



O God, 1n the f':!.rat vcmG of the pea1m, and oe1,ta1n17 he 

la plac1..--ig himae1f' be'b1reen t..'l\e ob3ect of 1"~:a :prayer and 

God. B7 def ln1t1on• then. thi.s 1a an 1!1tor:esso..""7 ~rayer. 

Ia it b~sed on love? 

Same have aa1d the paalm1at neither meant nor ez­

pectad. a 11teral fulfillment or his imprecation •. 1 But 

Whether literal or not, he loaked for fulfillment, or he 

would not have prayed thwt. Rav. C. Short aa111 David 

~nted a judgment upon the coz-rupt private 11fe of the 

period, and II knew or none but violent means and temporal. 

judgments by which such wioked.neas oould be rmnovea.~2 

'l'h:la comes nearer the correoi. aolut1on, 'llh1.c!'t. 1a revealed 

by M~ttbew Honr:,1 "Thia. pra~er 1a a pJIOPheay of tho utter. 

the 1"1nal,, the everlasting ru1.n of' all those who, wha~er 

aeo1"etl-y or openl.y, oppose an4 r.ebel aga1Da t the Lol'd • • 
I?. 

lteaa1ah1'° In praying aga1nllt the enamS.ea of the church 

David prays £2!: the church; 1n ~king for their deatruo­

t1on, he aaks for the ohul'ohta proaper1ty. The pra,er 1a . . 
still 1n love. but the greater love for tbe ohul'Oh ocm­

pletely overthrows our,·coiillion. love ·tiJr:; al1.t: men~ '· -:.. -,,, "' 

That David 1n praying condemn• these men onl.y in-ao-far 

aa they woJtk e,g".ainat the chuJlob la aho\"ID. b7 other passages 1 

Give them acoo11d1ng to th.e1r deeds, and according to the 

1. R.G .• Jlaw11naon, Pulpit Oammental7-. Paalm.c..: 65:15., 
2. Ibid P• 421. 
a. Op •. 011:. , . l:'aalm 6511&. 



wlckedneaa or thelr endeavoma.1 Por wltbaut aamae they 

have ~d .for me a not 1n a p:lt1 whioh w1 thout oauae the7 

bavo digged for m:y aoui.2 

In the aame sp1z-1 t o~ love JToaea prayed againat 

tha Northo:rn t:ribes., to oa11 tbam f'l'om their a1na: Hu 

t hem., O Lol'd..• What w:llt '!hou give: g~ve them a m1aoarry-

1ng womb ancl dx,r broaata .. 5 Elia~ pl'&T84 that S~a•a . . 
Q1'Zl'l'Y' be sm1 tten ,v:tth bl1ndneaa. then 1.~ them utra.y, 

and proved his love b:, causing tl1em ~o be 1'84, and sent 

b ~ · 
ack unb.arm.ed to the1:r own oountl'J'. J,ove 1a the basis 

:tor 1nteroeaaory prayer. but !:t la love pr1mal'11y for 

God1a great purpose - that the olnll'Oh be preserved au<l 

prospe:.red. Aud tlJl'tougb th1a greater love, thia apeo1aJ. . . 
purpose; a special. dut-J'- a special oOJll'IISDd, interou■Ol"J" 

pmyar 1s reveal.e<l the highest t'oim of prayer. 

K.R. Stolz ~19/8■ h1a opinion: •At its best, prayer la 

man•e suprel!'lc Tentl.!X'e of S!aith, h1a who1e hearted re■pcm11e 

,,,,, to the 1mpact of ooa."'5 \'tb!oh ta., right.tull7 ullder11tood., 

correct. Without faith a man omriot pra7 •. and eapeoial.17 

y 1ntercess0l'Y prayer demands a.lllloat unreasoning oonfidenoe 

in A persona1 God. But the same author reveals Ms own 

abysi.ml lack o£ faith: 

1. Psalm 26,:4. 
2 .. Psalm. S5:7. 
3. Bosen 9 :14. 
4. I I Kings 6:18-23. 
5. Op. cit. P• 257. 

.. 



•Intercessory prayer which 1a offer~d by in­
telligent 9eraona 1a not by them ■u9poaed to 
be a :ri1eans of reconcilina a yengef'ul. deity to 
those who oppose his will. Interceeaiona ••• 
are enswcrecl when thoae whi>m they a:i:-e c1,J,cu­
lated to influence co-operate. So Lona aa 
the inuiticual for 11hom one l'ra_y s ti.oea :1o t 
r&apond ••• interieaaion cannot accompliah its 
1:1ajor miss ion." 

This major mission he aeems to see in the eolicitction ot 
:. . .-. 
funds, regards answer as largely coincid:ental, BUlJgesta 

cooperation of preynr end prayee by telepathy, ana. re~ucea 

the part of 'lod t ·o the carrier ot the■e telepa~ic 

thoughte. 2 

Thus the story goes too f'req:.aently tod~y. Uen know 

the ns me or interces Gory prayer; tlley never leern tha 

_power. Too many r>roblems stand between. Yet en exa:minetion 

ot these l)roblema CEnnot but lead. to II stro: ger .ta1 th in 

»rayer• a efficacy . They are baaed ou a ll too ~ubJectiTe 

a reasoni n~. 

Buttricka though he nev,er really answers it, wall 

atetee t he object i on~ or hl.Ul!RD reason ~hen ~e writes: 

"If you were to ask the men in the street, 
'Do you believe in intercessory prayer?' 
be 1nigh t echo blEn1kly, 'I aterceauory ? ' !f' 
yo~ were then to expla in that theology 1s 
fond of lo11g words, and that you :meant 91·eyer 
on behal~ o~ other people, be might answer 
in a oilent ake.pticiam ••• :Behotu. the iriterceeoor. 
He lmeels in some chu11ch to pray ••• f'or his 

l. lbia.. p.2'11. 
2. Ibid. p • .2r15. 
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son ••• There he kneel■, alone ao tar aa e~• can 
13ee. fllhat can he do? lf a ■hell Sh'Julci tall Oll 
Lcnaon, can 4e i'iiiel~ hia son? To our aktptiaal 
s i~ht, the inter~esaor may be a lovable oa~ even 
a saintJ..y figure, b11t he ia pa tb.etic ca.c.. tut11•• 
Airplanes might help us - though we ~ould. be non• 
plussea to prove it ••• ~ut tho iAt~rcesior: how can 
his mumbling£ 1· ecleen1 a Yialent 'No.rld. t• 

~he first Rrobla; to confront the intercessor ia 

thnt paaed by mnteri&liats. Thia is a worlQ, they SPY• o~ 

_plenete. en« t ~e i1• 1anone, where cause abreye pr~ced.ee 

ei't"ect, ,1.hera every effect has a cauae in :inturc:. It 

lea ves 110 room tnr the 1:iterfering h1in~ ut God.. To the 

materialist's mind, prn.,~er and science arti irreconcilable. 

One muu t give way. We must anawer acience, talaEl.J' so 

ca lle~, or science will obliterate our prayer. 

The argument that what- the ~opu:J,.er mi11<1 call s 

natural la11 will not allow 11reyfi.r .ila& ai,eci&l .t' r- :rce \vben 

t1.i.e ~reyer 1s inter·cesuory. Tile argument ia that. or an 

unbeliever. out the Obriatian ofthe nee.ta an anaw&.r to 

preserv£ his own tottering gaith in ~rayer'a efficacy. 

Tn~ unbeliev~r can readil.y explain the anawGr to a~b­

jective !Jrayer on tlle boai11 of paycholog, but when a 

thi1·d ·,ilerson is introduced, who knows nothing ot the 

_p1•ayer, o nly t he inter"fenin3 bsncl of God or co1nc.1ci.ence 

can bi- ing an all8•er to the pra.yer. The· intervening harui 

of' Goa the materialist will not recognise. Jwery 

l. Op. 6it. p. 96. 



intercessory .-i·ayer, tlaerei"ore, ie either • Y1o.lation or 

nnatu:r~, l i&\1 11 01· e cvi,i.c1dence, t .o t.b.e uubolieve~. lioth 

of' tiles · obJe c tivl.s o:r human xeason can en:.1iq !be aqliwered. • 

.:ciencu ca n r OF.lly pc>int to natural law. The 

Cran tor .>. e a mnu.e th,uJe, the Creator kllowa them, but Science 

'1cea not. Science's 0111.J knowledge is the summing U!J ot 

instanc es: evei·y 24. hours the world makes one comi'lete 

turn ou i te axis. A iow pressure ar•m on lake or ocean will 

reeul t i ntorD •;;.b.en fl ir ruahoa in to i'ill .1t., ea. olll.7 

t he comv lete filli1a of the area will induce the s t orm to 

u "' op . .: .. .n en \lrgo.nis;.n d.iea, u.ccoy sets in, anu. the .remaina 

.u.u:.: t be d. l ,i prn:, ud of. Theaa are exam.9lee of 'h~tural low• 

which nigh t i ... 1tgrf.:re with i11terceauor.v preyer . But the7 

are .o t laws , they are tabulationa. They cannot tell ua 

that 11:-:1. ·Lr.u-1: i a 'ba olut e , \,;h olly 1tiec.aanical e.nu i nvariable. 

T' ~~ ~nl y ~r ove t hat h i t herto she has been feithf'ul. 

Scienc '1 can se.y ..-,1th certainty that on a ce:.·tain morning the 

su.n will rie ... et a g iven tiJr1e, not because Hn immuteble 

la\v & \. iaga the Ear th on nn 1aexp.rab1e acheclltle, but 011~ 

because i:lel'Etoror e the s •Jn hR& ria11n at that 11lven time on 

t hn t give:n d::ty. The aun, the moon, the stars, the earth aDd. 

ller mi n u.te1.Jt life are obeciient to no natural la\V except the 

ever•oi~erating will r;f G·od. The ou11 r1aea and aets, not 

ot ita own volition, nor because of uachangeable law, but 

on~ because God want■ it to. 
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The raying Ohr1st1an can point to a tabulation 

Ju&t s s cc,g nt, Ju.at t.e secure. in u a rigntaou3 

msn vra~s 6 fervGnt prayer, it ec,oru~liehPe much. The 

oun atooa still et the 1rayer at Joshua,1 the atorm ••• 

st1lleu ~,lltm the d1ac1ploa preyed.,2 Jairue' prayer 

reutorea. his da,1glltcr & ~
1 'lhat ac1ent1et■ term natural la•• 

is JD&~ely tt1eir obaer"f''ltiou or the ;rill of OoQ. It then, 

J.>?' :JC.".: c o n inr.l 1ence thti will ot Goa., 1t ia no lonr1.er ---
C'>ntrP.JJ'Y to the law 01· n"tu:re, but "itlelt' one o~ tbeae 

l e wo 11110n whose working Goel hna d.atermined. thnt a certain 

resul t nhe ll .i"ollo\1."4 That prayer c:ag influence the will 

ct God may be atoted on the caaia ot a greater authoriv 

then that or eny aci~ntiot - God himae.lt aaourea dB ao: 

Verily, verily, I eay unto you, whatsoever 1• alaa11 aak 

the Father in 'l&y name, He wil1 give it you.0 Tboae who 

arg~e against prayer•a etricacy on the baai■ ot naturai la• 

are l ~ft without an argm~ent, tor prayer 1e the moat 

{,Otent cf nat1.1r,e'a cnuuea. The graye~ ot the int.er-- - -
casa·l.c ::...:id. Goo's a:iawer is a. s equerace j1111t a■ well esta'b-

11:.;hed in t.ile promise ~ Goc.t. so thct ~all ot the reln end 

the g~o ,t11 or the c:roiJ&• 

lla•terie•liem's answer to our tab::il&tion ct answe.recl 

i.>r ay ar has always b een: cot?1ci<:.ence. 'l'hia is made e11■y 

l, Joashua 10:12 
2. iiark 4::58 
3. Luke 8 ;55 

4. Zwemu., Taking Hold. J!L God, p.70, 
~uot.ed. by br. A1"D'1t, op■:cirt.p.38 

5 • .ro.tua 18:23. · 
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byte fo.cta that 004 nearly alway■ anawera by natura1 means. 

At Moses• prayer t·e I■raelitea reoeived meat. but it came 

in t he f orm oX q1,"":.a11• blown to their camp by e. wind.1 

Abraham and Zacharial\ received sonG by naturul mean•• 

though "naturnl. la.w" prohibited it,a_ and oven t l o f'ive 

thousand verc fed on five natura1 loaves and tvo fiabea.3 

v But coi ncidence is never mere. Two things happen together. 

pra: er and answer. certainly that ill o"1nc1denoe - that 

is the mean!ng of' the word. Why·.do the1.: happen together? "That 

bUI only .:one -a·nawer· •. tlau t 1.e et'i'icao7 of 1ntercesaol"",; 

prayer. 

JG· obJection to interceasory p:rayer very similar to 

t at of' ,18.tureJ. law, more often found 1n Christian mind•• 

is ~ts rcconc1l!at!on to t he ete~nal decrees of God. God 

has. from eternity. determined t he course of events on n1a 

oartr . Those detc~minations He has embodied. in His 

eternal decrees. t l ey are l.tnalt·erable. The courRe of h ia-

tory i s -e.atablished frOJ.:n creation to jucl@llent. a;r can 

an unchangeable God alt9r Bia will• hou shall re hesitate 

to i'~lfill His decrees at the beck a..~d call of the :!nter­

ceasor? Thia i s, t h ey say, not oru.j ao.1urd.• but 

presumption. 

l. Numbers 11:51. 
a. Genesis 21:1-2; Luke 1:24. 
3. ~attl ew 14:17. 
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On oloae examination, however. their arguments 

become aome of the moat 003ent 1n ~nteroeaaory- pnyer1 a 

favor. God l!!!. predetermlned Matol'J', but Be has pre­

determined a11 of' 1t. A dete1"1111ni?Jg factor 1n the defeat 

of' Napoleon at Vlaterloo 111U1 a aunken roadway, unseen 'bJ' 

tho emperor •. Did God ltnO\I' t.hat road was th•e• or waa 

Napoleon•• defeat a surprise to H1mT An etornal decree 

also f' ores aw that r1oad. '1'11e Xing of' SJ'l'ia sent an al'lllJ' 

to talce Elisha, in tho oity of' Dothan. But they cll.dn1t 

recognize Elisha when he himself' oame and led them to 

Samaria., saying he wou1d 1.aad them. to the man they ■OU8ht. 

The a:r!'IJl6 was captured. \Yaa it an aooidont that th97 zie­

oognized neither E14:lha -nor the road to Samnria? Was .~ . 
Syr1a1s def eat a s lu-priae to God• or had ho predeter­

mi ned i tY It was no aurpr1ae, f'or it was an answer to 

Elisha's pro.yar.1 Was t he forelmowledge of G·od . shortened 

by Elisha' a prayer, or 111118t we aa7 that He foresaw al.Bo 

the prayer"l If a Christian oan see an eternal decree of 
·a 

God 1n m1ndropa and an01'latol'IIIII• 1lh7 not f'orek:ncnd.edge 

of' our p1•ayera? Dr. V/alt~er baa annered the problem: 

"These people do not oonai.der that God can 
hear a1J. our prayers without. acting oontr&Z7 
to His eternal deoreoa; for aince God 1a 
omniscient and e11 ~1•e• He not onl.7 f'ro:a 
etern1t:, ?mnw tlult we would pra7 and what 
would be the objective• of our p:ra.J9r• bu~ 
f'rom etern1 ty He has ao arranged eve17tb1i,g 

le II Kings 6:18. 
a. Gonea1a a:aa. 
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ana giTen it its place in Bia govermr.unt of 
the universe that th•• very things must coma to 
pass which ue regueat or Bm•l 

God.'a eternal d.ecreea d.o not _prohibit interceasory _pr·ayer■ ; 

on the contrery. they estebliab tbs. 'J'or history 

}uu, boen _prea.et~rwined 1n conaic.te1•at1on ot interceaaory 

vreyer.2 

Th.is raiaes anotber l)ZOblem - what morel. right haa 

one man to int.ruae his wiahea on the life ot uD!>ther? U 

by secret pr.-yer IW'G c:aA ch1mge tlle co,u:se ot h1a li·!'t: • 

are wu not ~i ub onorabl,f' breaking hie tr&a«bm? A partial 

811B WE:r to this JtJey be f'OW1d in J'ohn 1 8 C:Olll?D&wi: l t all,)' J£11D 

aee hits brotiler uin a uiu which ie not uuto a.eeth. lle 

shall a e k, anQ. He shell give him lite for them that sin 

no t unto d.e Et th.3 i'be reapetition ot tile wo.rc:u1 not unto 

· cies t , clearly ir1u l ea te t ba t auch as have si nnea. unto 
. . 

cieath. t hat ie. tbo ee who heve obetiuately and. tinelly 

reject~~ the will of Go~. 1ntercesaioa will not chauge. 

ll Cbri1tt1a n 'n1ust pray, Thy •111 be cione. end. in the rill 

ot "oci, no m11n can act clisbouorsbl.,y. 

But such int'luencd on another man's lite aa i nter• 

ceaaory pray.er must have 1t anawe:red, 111 not 0111.Y not a.i■• 

honorable, it is nirec.tly comr: end.ed. r.ool: not ewer1 man on 

1. ~uoteu ~3 Dr. Arndt, op. cit.~ p. 35. 
2. Dr. Arndt, op cit. p. 35. 
3. I John 5 :l.6. 



his own things• but every man a1ao on the things or others •1 

Surely no better auperv1td.on of' an7 man I a work can be done 

'l,han enlistir..g the almighty p0Y1er or God. But anot.bor 

thought is added in ·c:;he preoecilng verse. 1et each eataem 

other better than themael'vea. i'he true 1nteroeasory prayer 

1s done 1n love. and thia 1a never d1ahono1·a-Jle interf•~­

ence. Every true prayer is for good• David'• prayers against, 

his enemies were for the preaervat1on or the church . If 

any man would discourage 1ntercesa1o~ on the grounds tbat 

this 1s dishonorable, wou1d do ju■t u well to Npr1man4 

the architect and contractor who built h1a house tor 1nter­

ter1nG ,vi th h is personal freedom.. If there were no wa1l■, 

ho could \"lBll< out into the open o.1r. 

Another great problem, one which deter■ t!:?e beat of 

Christiana from 1ntc1~easion, 1a the .reeling of 11l&dequac7. 

Dr. Goulburn 11.aa e1orded • !t well:: 

nvlhat om I; that I ahou1d plead the cause of 
others - I, wlo rAve so much to ask for myself; 
an who -have no na.tive r:tght ·to a sk e.t all? Or .,. 
h o\7 can I l.a1 !l! t be.t pl'a:·:.r s from me,. 11ke thoae 
f,rom right ~ous Abrabllll• can win anything from 
God_ !'or my brethl•s y2 

Tile ob)ection has two parts: How oon I presu.~ to ·askT 
t •: I • I • • 

and: How co.n I expoct an answer to my :i:'eebl.e prayer! 

, The f1.rst 1■ a misstatement. It would be pNsomP-

l. Ph111pp1ana 2:4. 
2. Op. cit., P• 102. 
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t1on not to intercede f'or others, a"ld :more than :prellUJll!)tim. 

f'or 004 has commanded 1t. Thia puts 1111 1n the aamo clua , 

wit~ Samu.el, 1'ho regarded it · aa ein !lei to pray for h1■ 

people.1 How t h1a can be, that omn1potcmt• omn1ao1ent 

God would deign to bend Ria ear to our prayer•• would 

listen to O"~r plane for ~e govermnent of Bi s univer••• 
. 

we do not preaum t o ••Y• But evel'J' Chr1■t1an 1• aa '1181-

come and aa potent e t the tb;N>ne a• any • . Fa1th a■ a gra~ 

or mustard-s eed can move a mounta'ln.2 The word■ that 

Peter heard: \\'hat God bath olellJl■ed, that call not thou 

comm.or., 3 may be applied. to evel"J' member of the Kingdom - . 

What God hatl! accepted, that aall not thou impotent. 

All 1ntereeaa1ona are heard by God. 

. 
~h e sec·ond pert or the problem amounts to a doubt 

of the eft1CQCY of interceasol"j pra7er in general.. It 

sounc!.e nobl e and aelf-ettaoing at first, evea a■ .Ahaz 1 ■ 

answer to Isaiah: I .,7111 not ask, neither will I tempt 

the I ore . u t :!. t :!.e i n reaJ.1 ty an af'£ront, and de■erve■ 

!sa1ah1s answer: Hear now, o (Cur1at1an) ••• 1a it e a~a:~l 

• t h i "nt~ for you to ••1'1' men. ~t 1'111 79 we1117 my GOii al110Y4 

God commands us to pray, &l;ld be who hides behind the abield 

of' his own un ;,ortll,.neaa ia doubting and diaobeylns God. 

:Rnt one might aa71 · Fi rst :C will became more worth7, 

a better Om-istian, then I ~11 pray for '1/lS° brother. er. 

l. I Sanmel 18:23. 
2. Matthew 17:20. 

:- ·-

s. Acta 10:15 
4. Iaa1ah 7112-18 



flrat I. JID29t pra7 for 11Q11elf' • t.bat ~ prayer to11 anuther 

might be more acceptable. A man oannot make b:lmaelf' more 

WOl'thT to be heard b7 the ~oly God. 'l'!le onl:, growth the 

Chr1atS.nn knows 111 that of aanct1t'1cat1on. and pra7er 1s 

one of the most potent aids to that. Tto obj9ction 1a 

1111::e attempting to put out tha da.rknesn be.for a letting 

1n t he light. Oert~i nlj• prayer should be first for OU1' 

onn fo.ults-. but s uc.1 pl'ayer !J'IWit never aupplnnt objective 

PNyel". The Cl:rist1nn b7 pz'aying 1a not made more \."orth7 
-

to rece Go~. :i..~e he who expects lda subjeotive prayor to 

~ ke h!s objective pmyer acceptable is near to _ ■Jnel'B~llme 

Every Christiani .. tmrbhy to pra,-. able to pra.7. llhou.14 

pmy interceaaol"J" pra7er. 

To t h ome • o find no an■wer here i this comrort ma7 

be given - t he-y do not pray alone. Praying £or ouraelve•• 

our prayer is unsupported: Praying t'or otben., •• join 

OUl' voices to t.11.ose of m&JJJ' 1nte?-Oessor■, an,-; the1 pra-yer 

1s b y s o l!!UC~.. "•~t) r ca.aed . Th.ts 1a espec1a1ly ti-u.e or common 

prayer . to 1.-r..1c: t h e promise is given: Again I say unto 

JOU, 1!' ~,ro of you 3ha11 agrse on earth as touch!.Dg any­

thing t hat t h ey shall aak_ it shall be done for them of 

my Fat'hsr wh"'ch ia in bGaven,1 Tlle oumulat1vo power of 

many small ef"forta 1n tremendous - tl1e PJ'l"WD1da were 

bu11 t by J!11111oua of rnma,."l hands lifting togetber. Bat 

1. Matthew 16~19. 



d1v1n~ conourron e 1s aloo prom.sod a■ it 1a to •Yel'7 

prayer. The Spirit also J1elpeth our 1n£1mities., tor• 

~ow not ·;1h a.t we should pray for as we aagbt: but the 

Spirit 1tse1f' maketh 1ntereeaa1on ror ua "1th sroanlnga 

ll'}doh oannot be utte1•d• 1 

J,Iany ha.ve ob jected,. that Christ's promise ~ sp o1-

f'1o an,s .. ,er to :praye:r appl!.ect to tho period of t l1e .tonnd1ng 

of t •,.. c urch. T .o a..,e o~ mir acl eu l s ,a.::t, tl1.ey sa7, and 

Goa ,.,111 not broalt th· a:.tabliahnd orde or nat-.. ,-re w~en 11; 

seI"Vo~ no pt.ir poso 1n .roi.~ing the lthJO!.om.. 'l'i.e thought of 

b1•eakin - t:ie &Stil.b1 1sl ed ol"'l\er o ... nature does not :move ua. 

Thl!j he.a a:l.read:, b ~en answe:red . And we :~0\'1 that ~ 

t h1l]6s God ttums to tho good of H1a Kingd.cu. Bu't ever-1 

without thin oonQ1derat1on - what are we to 11a7 0£ tho 

anaweR; to the prayers or Mo•••• or Bl.1.jah., or Bl.iaha? 

These were not 1na1uded 1n 0hrlat;1a •- Teatament prald.■e 

of ana\'ler to 1nteroe■a1on, and: J'8'b- thq were anmred. 

The. pram1se antedates the Bew Teatament; era,. 1t know■ no 

bound■ of time. 

Mo::.• he.a ·t h o a~o o i' m:i.racles ceased.. I!istory abOUJJd• 

in exru.~~l en as cogent as t hoca pres~ntcd b~ Scripture . 

Any mnn ,vJ10 ·a r guoe 11..;ainat ! ~ terc{'ss1on by 111171!1G no 

evidonee to 1 ts etf:!.cacy can be arldu~ecl tl\~r~"Y re.,ea1■ 

-------------.. 
l "' RO!".a.na S :26~ 



tbat he baa no~ tl'lll.7 used 1nteme■■oJT ~q•:r• beoause 1t 

1a at1ll a treman4oua roroe 1n the wor1<1. Jloaea, almo■t u 

long b&.1.ora Chr1a't aa we are after, advar,osd t h e amnc argu.­

men't •· and waa anawerod: Ia t:"le !.01'd' a hand wa:ad ahortt 

fhot.. sh.alt aae ~1.ow ·11hether m7 word a ,..a.11 coaw to paaa unto 

t llee or n"Ot.l 

In the finnl analya1s. a11~probl.ema 1n prayer are 

· traceab1e to a ;fundamental error - doubt of a peraona1• 

interested God. 'l'h1s 1a eapec1ally true of 1nte:rceasal"J' 

prayer. because we ask God to project Ria interest and 

power beyond the coJ!DIDlll1on we have eatabl1ahed ~1th H1m. 

Th" a do ·,bt osc0l!l6& the ultimate d1aaouriag6Jllent of' t he 

1:rayor. Pi1aye1~. £or an atheist., an evolutionist, a . 
1 Llod&z•nist is aba·&1J.•d• becauaa he bas leZt h.1mae.lf' nDone 

• • • . 
1 but h1maelr to p,a7 to.ar.d nc,one but him.selE to pr~y for. 

11h.e case against 1,1teroo.aaory ~ayer. then,ls tha case of 

the 1,iod&r~"li.st •- wa dc,,ibt ,.iocL, or we 1re too iiltereated 1n 

ours~lveis, v1ri e:n \"l e r e.a. u:e to intoromle. '.ro ~·dm -uho f"1n4a 

a lack o!' love for others 1n ~Jlnsel1"• &. laok of intereat 

l;o keu11 h.in:: f1·om praying, 1 t oan only be said: pra7 for 

others aa a duty of the Cbriat.1an• for interoeaaory 

prayer is a work ox sano~iEioation. and will breed interest. 

To those ~no find it hard to overcome their doubts of such 

detailed personal interest in their God• Scrip ture and 

----



11:L:story give tremendous promise of the ef'1'1oac7 0£ 

prayer. 

Soripture take• no note or the probl8J118 or !nter­

oeeaory l)rayer. It lmon none. Ita onl7 anawer 1• a 1011g 

11st of .f'ul.fillment. Whether the pra7or aaks ror ap1r1tual. 

or temporal bleaainga., the -•~•• of the Lord are o,rer the 

r1ghteot s, and Bi.e, ea~a are open to their pra7era.1 Four 

men prs:yd .for t h ei r :friend st.ck t:it t h e ;,ala:,, and Ui."'.hea1-

tatinr::l y t ),,a prayer was answered. The man received ror­
givanass of a1na, ane too~ up his bed and walked.a And 

n,,.-;o:;d.;. s :i a ga i we h ear: all th&y tha t had &ny sick with 

divers~ dis ~as,3s br:>u i¢1 t t hem unto U1m; and .Es la1rl t'la 

I Anda c,,1 e·vs z·y one of tb.~w. and hctal.ad t :-:~m. 3 Ti e o:::. jeo­

t1ori 1;. L._; t ~c. 1•a:t3oi t e t t l'.eae -..•,..1•0 blo·&..g°t t t o t · . s s7e 

rscei vea 3p ec1al oo:.'l&:l:.:.el•a.t i on. Th'7> promise l s ,1orreat, 

t he c o-.1al·u.sion wr ens;. · a. toe., ';Jrl~ our i ;.-:terceasiona to 

t b.e sa mG l l c rna:t Son of" God . All pr ayers 3r s a: •Swered. 

in lik rteaaurs • .Anot-cr ~bjection .ui&ht ~e advanced. that 

t l Gae were cures wro141}lt by t he pltylng l.ove of Obrist. 

irrespective oX prayer, s~noe no prayer 1a mentioned.. 

Bu.t prayer i s t h a br1n..~~~18 or needs to God• not the repe­

tition of words, and a 00117 percentage of these ourea 

--------------
l. 1 . stcr 3:12. 
2. Luke 5 : 1crr. 
3. Luke 4: 40. 
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wore 111':e 'lihe mirac1e "1"'' oh r1t■tored th•, demonieo11 w&o■e 

tathe~ hat! ~sked help ot t~o 41ac1p1es and got none. Be 

appealed to Ohrist11 ~nd his eon waa b esl.ed. \fben the ell.■• 

c1p1os :.~sked wl1:y their e:f"forts had benn unavailing, ~•' 

onawared: T1.;11s kin.d can cane .tortb by notb1ng, but b7 

prayer and .fast1ng.1 The dS.so:lp1ea had not prayed• they 

wei,e at i'aul t ,. 'l'he demon:lao cou1d not have pra7od. The 

pra:1or was t h e father, ,·.-·10 ca n:e m. t ~1 'his prayer stzaaigbt 

to Goe.11 who curecl the son. !lore rz.cs a · caso, ".'l:ere, in Je■u■ 

ov,n words 11 11oth:i.ng ~ 1nteroe■aory prayer cou.1d help. 

:noved }tis v1s.:l.1Jle nl .. aeei,ce. It.s aoet1nuat1on '!1e:s gromi■ecl, 

~oth f or ~pirl tua.1 .J.ol!singe ;-J.t tl.."'17 man ae e his hrother 

.,in a sin w"'ich ,i:; not unto deatl, , . he ahal.l asl~, 1:nr! Be 

shall :.:;1 ve him 11.fe f <Jr them that sin not unto doa~ J-

,. and ~or t emporal. bl.easinga,;-the pra79r of faith shal1 . 
88,VO t bP. a i ck, a1'Jd the Lora. •hall ra1■e h1m up. 3 

Pav.1 aboYed "!'eat conf'tdeno e 1n theee prom1ae■ • Be 

believed t b e.t hie preacb1ng• the preaobj,ng or those whaa 

he had t ,:J, , ~,., t • and hi.IS Vff"'l' bonds 1'hich 1ed them to preaoh. 

would benaf1t him i n time m-e..d etern.1.~; not 1n themse1ves, 

bt,t t~r01.1 h 1nteri:,e.e!'or~,r preyer. ?or he wrote to the Phil-

1. ·r. P.1•k 9 :29. 
2. I Jobn u,J.6. 
3,. J SJ'!l.eS 5 ;15. 
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1pp1ans: I Im.ow that tb1a ahal.l turn to-, ■alvat1on 

tbrouc JOUr prayer.1 And again, to Corinth: We ••• 

tru.at 1n God, who del1vered u■ tram ■o gnat a death 

and doth deliver, ••• tbat he 1'111 'J'9t del1verJ 'J'8 a1■o 

help1JC together by prayer tor us.2 He aoted 1n oon1'1-

denoe on these promises. 'l'he father or Pub11u■, oh1et 

man of t ho island of Melita, la7 ■1ok of a fner and a 

bloody flux, to mom Paul entered 1n, and pra7ed, ond 

laid his J'l..ands on him, and healed 'him. 3 

1'h1s 001U'idance 1n the etr1oac7 of 1nterceaaory 

prayer is not 11m1ted to the earl7 Obr1atlan■, nor even to 

believers 1n general.. The natural 1mcnr1edge of tho aia­

tence of a god tells man that God m,W hear prayer. The 

unbeliever shows h1a acoeptonoe of prayer•• power~ uJd.ng 

the righteous to p:ray 1n hi■ behalr. Dar1U8, X1ng ot Per■1a, 

granted pormiaa1on to the returning md.le■, nay• deoreed 

that t h ey allou1d rebuUd the temple., that thq ma7 ••• pray 

for the 11:fe ot the King and of hie aona.4 Zedekiah, 

though he did not henr the word■ ot the Lord •• spoken 

by iTarem1al'l., nevertheless aaked Jeztem1ab1 pray now unto 

the Lord our God far ua.5 And even Dive• in hell )>eapujht 

Abraham. to send Lazarus to h111 father•• bouae, there to 

testify to r..i·s brothers, never doubting that the •prayer" 

wou1d be nna\7ered. 6 

1. Ph111pp1ana 1:19. 
s. I.I Cor1ntb1ons 1:9-10. 
3. Acts 88 :B. 

"• Esra 6110. 
6. Jeremiah 37:8. 
s. Luke 16:27-28 
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f.fany f'ound their d1aa-uat of' 1ntel'Oeaa1on 1 ■ ef'f'1oao7 

1n the apparent f'a11ure of' God to answer. In th1■ respect 

prayer is subjected to teat■ 'llh1ob ee applied to no 

other media. Because many peop1e die even though taking 

~ medicine, we hear noone say that all medio1ne 1■ ineffec­

tual. Or because some recover without doctor■, very r .. 
will say t bat doctors are unneoea■ary. But theae are the 

judgments on proyer. Ezaept they aee a1gna and wonders. 

many wi.11 not believe.1 

Yet prayer 1■ always anewe:red, though not alwa'J8 

obviously so. Aa ••• ■tated above. the anmr must come 

f'1xed by the plan of God f'or the gove1'mllent. of' tbe 110rld. 

The peopla of' Capel'D&um who stayed Chl'J.•t• that He should 

not depart from them were answered by the better program 

of Christ: I muat preach -tbe ltingdam of' God· to other o1t1ea 

also, .ror therefore am I aent. 2 Undoubtedly the Cbr1at1ana 

1n Jerusalem prayed far Jamoa aa they later prayed f'or 

:. Peter. yet Herod killed him. 3 Thia waa another atep 1n 

the process started by Sau1• the rellul.ta of which are re­

ported - they that were scattered abroad went eve:r,where 

preaching the word.4 Figure■ teatif'J" to the apparent 

f'ut111ty of' Jewish m1aa1ona. ~t Pau11 a prayer to God f'ar 

Israel was, that they might be ■aved..5 'fhe prayer waa 

1. John 4:48. 
S:'I". Luke 4:43. 
~- Acta 1212. 

4. Act.a 814. 
5. Boman• 10:1f~. 
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answered for the 60od of ·the church, u Paiu h1maelf rea1-

1zed; tor he aaid through their ra11 aalvat1on 1a come to 

tho Gentilea.1 

Scripture 1a not alone in teat~ng to 1ntezioaaaion1a 

eftioaoy. Histoey 1a filled with at-.rtling revelat1ona or 
God•a ruling hand intervening 1n anawer to prayer. When 

ltelanohton waa at the point of death., Luther was oalled 

to the death bed. Dr. Arndt tell• the etory: 

"Luth.er burat into tean and an exol.amat1on of 
acony. This aroused Melanohton. who ■a14 •o 
Luther. 1a thia ~? Whv doh' t JOU let me de­
part 1n peace?• •we oanl~ apare you .,.t, 
Ph111p1 waa the Ref'Ol'Jller•• an.-r. And then 
he spent more than an hOID' on hi■ lme••• 
plend1ng tor h1a recover.,, until he felt h1• 
praJ'er was heard... Luther had acme aoup 
brought, and ••• (aa14) in hla droll wa7, 1Ph111p• 
take t ~is soup, or I •~11 excommunicate JOU•' 
The S0-'1P was taken, J.tela.nchton revived, and he 
lived to labor many year■ •. When Luther went 
bane., h e told h1s wife with triumphant 30'J', 
'God go.ve me my brother JiteltmOhton baak 1n 
direct answer to prayer.~"2 

. . 
Monica fervently prayed that Augustine, her aon, should . . 
not depart from Africa, Tlhere. she thought, her 1nf'lue:nce 

. . 
IIOl11d restrain and eventuall.7 convert; him. Ber prayer, 

1n its ap1r1t, and for the good. d~ the omroh• was an­

n,ered. Augustine nnt to Ita1y., met; Ambroae 1n Nilan, 

and waa converted. 

Simple Christiana,. too_ take part 1D th1a Mator1oa1 

power of prayer. B'.W.Beecher tell• of a woman 1n the par­

iah of h111 father who. complained that aha waa 110 u■ele••• 

l. Romana 11111. · 
e. Patton., Pra;yer.1 and Its Remarkable An1nrera., P• 245, 

quoted by Dr. W .Arndt, op.cl t., P• zo. 
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Whan aolced h.0\1' she spent her bed-ridden houra, ahe rep11ecl 

that she prayed ~or everyone in the village. •1 .pray,n 

■he aa1d "down one aide of the street, and up tho other 

■1QO: antl then. 1£' I am not too tired,, I so over the 

whole ground a~a1n." Dr. Boeaher ■aid aha waa the moat 

uae~ person in his aocioty.l Dr. Luther wrote 1n his 
8 1ieply to the An1111er of the Leipzig Goat~I I have so much 

work that six years ago three of me would have had more 

than t hey eou1d do, and yet. ~ Oo4•• pace, I am now hale 

and hearty ••• All of which 1•• w.l thout doubt, the doing of 

my Lord Jesus Christ throu!#J,. the prayer■ of piou■ peop1e, 

Yl1thout any merit of m1no.2 And in the 11Treat1ae on 

Christian Liberty" , he wrote: "'l?brough b1.a pr1eat1y glo17 

(the Christian.) 1a all pOl'leri'ul. with Oo4, because God doe■ 

the thin. a_ which he asks and dealrea.ns G.A.Bu.ttr1ok 

bases the entire argument of h1s book nPra,-er" on this 

cl".l.ef argument: History teat1f1ea that the prayers of the 

saints are answered. Rev. C.H.Spurgeon illustrated the 

pover of Christian prayer: 

"A certai.n preacher whose ael'JDOD8 converted 
many sou1a receivod a revelation f'rom God that 
it vaa not his sermon■ or worka bJ' all meana, 
but the prayers of an illiterate lay brother 
w~o sat on the pulpit stepa p1e8 d1ng for the 
success of the sermon. It m&J' be ln the a11-
Nvea11ng da7 ao with ua. We may believe 
after 1abor1ng long and warily that all 
honor belongs to another builder wboae· prayera 
were gold• silver~ and precioua ■ton••• llb11e 
our aermon1z1nga being apart from prayer are 

1. Op. o1t., P• 48. 
2. Holman• III• P• 294. 
S. Holman• II, P• S25. 



-· 

... 

but hay and atubble."1 

'll'llly. 1nterceaaory pra:,er is a power 1n our world,. and 

the man w 10 does not avail himself' ot that power puts 

himaelf in the position of' the people of Nazareth. Obrist 

could there do no mighty vo.rk.2 There waa no prayer1 

hence there was no miracle, an4 the people rejected Cbr1at. 

But 1n advono1ng the oauae of 1ntel"Oeaaol'J' prayer, 

a more cogent argument may be found 1n 1ta benefit to the 

•·~ man who pl"llya. 'fhia benefit ia reoognized by a11 who 

write of it, even by _thoae who deny a peraona1 God. 

x.n.stolz writea: "Prayer purge■ the personality of' in­

compatibl e elemonta and promote~ att1tµdea and hab1ta 

which are in accord w1 th the eatabl1ahed master motive, 

or a newly gained re11g1oua 1na1ght. •3 It 1a 1;he f1nt · 

benefit seen by Buttr1ck1 

"'lllen what befalls our intercessor? 'l'here 
is little doubt that he h1maelt booomea a 
nobler man. I 1a night beoOD\ea da71 he ateps 
with t ho Qssurance of' those vho forget them­
selves in tbo remembrance of' their neighbors 
and God.. His winter bocamea summers a new 
climate con.quers t,..'le anowa. and brinsa bul"ied 
seeds to glozwy. His weakneaa beoamea powert he 
1s strong. not in the pauedo ponr which 
slays an memy,· but 1n the real power '\'lh ich 
slays the enmity and turns the enGmJ' into a 
.tr1em."4 

But this is mere pa,cholog1ca1 benefit,. bD t -'6y· 

any ·meane· the:•·purpea.e·-o•t · otlri prayer~ Interceas1on he1pa . 
1. Quoted by Rev. F.d. If. Bound■• 1n Pra;rer and Proz1ng, p.97. 
2. Mark 6:6. 
3. Ps19holo,;q of' Religious Living. P• 258. 
4a Op. cit•• P• 99. 



the interceder also as a p:ra7er, aa a resu1t of the thing 

for w'l 1cb bo prays. '111a 1a tl'lle because of :lt■ ponr a■ 

a special aid to the aanct:lf'1ed life, and because or ape­

o1al promises of God. 

Its ch ief' power aa a good work lies in the fact 

that it is external. - outaid:e the praym-. It takes the 

interest of tho prayor away fl'am hlmaelt, prohibits bi:s 

il:.e.apa ir over h1a own 111na. :tt is ·• n anawer to Chzl1at I a 

ne.; commandment to love one another. I.t :la even, beoauae 

of its special purpose, the anllNr to the 1n3uno~1on, 

Seek ye i'irst the IU.ngdom of' C:f.o4.1 ~•power.too, 

nearly overy writer recognizes. Buttrick continue■: 
11'l'here is ga!n al·ao in the direct line of Ma 
~ntorcasaion. Orudgea are cancelled, tor 
b1ttorness a nd intoroeasion have no coJ:mOn 
d11ell1ng . Rum.an need 1a more clearly under­
stood., for 1nteNess1on gives 1ns1pt and 
a purer Sjmpathy.112 

Henry Ward Deecher., 1n regretting the habit of ev11 go■• 

sip says: 

"The habit of taking eaol other bef"ore God 1n 
prayer. familiarly am b,- name• la a·bablt 
that I t hink 1s· emnent1y benet101a1_ - 1n 
the first place. to J'OUZ'&elv••• It will cleanse 
you. It w111 swseten your d1apoa1t1on. It 
w111 take away i'l'om you evo17 part1oilt of 
t he re.van. that. 1ovea to teed on oarrlon.113 

'l'hta 1s not without aupport. .from SariptuN. When 

Christ tells us to:pra~ tor themwhioh de■plte.tully use 

you. Be adds: that ye may be the ch11dren of your Father 

1~ Matthew 6:33. 
2. Loco cit. 
~&;Op.cit •• P• 46. 
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Which 1s 1n heaven.1 The praJ"9r will not work OU%' juat1-

f1oat1on to gain 1111 our aonsh!.p• but it will oerta1n1y 

· exercise our fa.1th, keep 1t from dylng.2 Let us keep 

our title of o i1ldren of Hod. We ain 1f we don't Inter­

cede f or our ne1ghbora3 we do the 1'1111 or Go4 when we do. 

But 1n addition apee1a1 bleaa1nga will come to 

the man \7i i o intercedes. Paul emorted to :lntel'Oede for 

all men, for Icings. end tor a11 that are :ln authority, 

that we may lead a quiet and peaoeable lite in all god­

llneas and honesty.4 God through JeNJDiah told the Baby­

lonian oo.pt1ves to seek the p6ace of' the o1ty wn1ther I 

have caused you to be carried away captive, am pray unto 

the Lord f or 1 t, for 1n the peace thereof ye shall have 

peaoe.5 These are pr1mo.r1ly promises or dil•eot answer 

to prayer, '71th a reflection of btinetit to tba prayor. 

But they are more than that. 1-'he peaoe daa.~r-~·d l>t-:.Jude"an: 
' ot ,1>rimari1.v_ oaptiua.,.a tb.e quiet and peaceable 11te, " -o--unraiT<l qual-

ities, which coul d not be enjoyed While the people lived 

in dread or hatr ed 0£ the gover11ment vhloh rul.ed them• 

and which, 1n each oaae. deserved the angeza of the ohul"oh, 

to aome extent. In praying for their peaoe, the hatred -a 

not only erased; new qualities of ba:pp1neas were added. 

1. llatthew 5:45 •. 
2. Jam.ea 2:20. 
8. I Samuel 12:23. 
4. I T1motcy 2:2-S. 
5. Jeremiah 29:7. 
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But we have examples to ,give reaaon for hope of 

more specific blaaairu;; than th1a. &olomon waa taoed with 

the duty of l."l.ll111g t b o peopl6 of Go4• a raapona1b111t;J' he 

feared. He was told by God in a dream to ask anything he 

desired. In a prayer that was essdnt1a1ly intercessory. 

Solomon adm1bted: I am but a 11ttle child,- I Ja10w not how 

to go out or con1s in. And ~ny ,aervant 1a 1n tho m14at of 

'l'hy people which Thou hnot chosen ••• Give therefore Thy 

aei,vant an undentanding heart to judge ThJ' paop1a. Gat 1a 

answer to the prayer waa abundanta Lo I have given thee 

Va ,w1ae and an understanding hoart. •• and I have a1ao 

given theo thnt mdoh thou hast not aaked• both r1ohe■ 

and honor.l Solomon sought first the Kingdom -of God,. 

and all t l ese thi?l!!s \7ere added unto hlm.2 

Conside1• the caoo of Job, uho~ atrio!l:en by Satan, 

did not loeo £aith, but spent h1a ti:no in 1ntroapect1on. 

looki ng .for t he cause o.: his suffering. ~¥11611 Cod f1na117 

spoke, Be did not answer Job's questions. !Io did not t17 

to. lie told e'fob that his manner o i ' thinking was vrong, 

that his suf'f'el'lng was unb portant 1n. the great scheme 

of oreat1011. And so Job understood it. Be did not :rul.17 

know the cause of his suffering, but he d1d confea■ : 

Beho1d, I am v11e ••• I have ut~ered that I undoratood not, 

1. I K1nss 3:7-9.12-13. 
a. ~atthew 0:33. -
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thing■ too wonderflll tor • • wldoh I kDlllr not. I abhozi 

■Jaelt, and repent in du.at and aahe■ .l Job'• proapaity 

did not return when he oeaacd hie queet1on1ng; -1t returned 

•hen he forgot himself to pr&¥ for other■, tor•• readl 

AnQ the Lord turned the captivity af Job when he prayed 

for h1s friends: also the Lord g~ve Job twice aa much u 

he bad. before. 2 He prayed tor them who dtapitefull~ 

u■ed him, and was the child of God in ao doing. 

kamplea may be added to enmple■ , to enablteh 

the effioaoy ot Interoeaaol'J' Prayer, both to the prayozi 

and. to the prayee. Down through the age■ , the aa.tnta 

h ~e prnyed, and haYe been answered. BJ.t every prayer 

bas been a venture of f a ith, prayed 1n oppoa1t1on to 

m~n•s log1c~1 m~keup. bel"f p1"&.yor hes bad to conquer . 

the tendency cf hie br, i to :rule !lis heert, he.a bed to 

re~1ove reason :f1'0 t1. the r:, :-- tb of fe1 th. And 11 1th whatever 

logic .ree.t:ion is f a ced, tvue.tever argumenta are advanced 

to eu £.C"'1·t the c:ause of i nterceesor7 prayer, there rematna 

one fi nal and e.n~ •ero'ble proof - the pret,,natic test. 

A perscnal matter like pr aye~ will best gain the personal 

confidence it 1eeds by pereona.1 ezperience. Ko argument 

of th~ infidel will move the man who can ■ay: II. pra7er 

wae anewei1·ed. 

l.Job 40:4L 42:3.B 
a.Job 42: 10 



the conaenau ot Sartptme eztellda the lnYltat1oa: 

Prove me now herewith, aalth the Lord of Moets.1 If any 

ma.n will d.o His wllI, he sh:••11 know of tbft doctrine, whether 

It be of God. 2 A broad etatemeut to the effect that not 

enough thriotiana 2re praying, or that Chriot1ana are not 

-praying enough, iii cray_ ,IJl"OlaiD"!lei since prayer is a private 

nm.tter. But for him who 1esitatee ln doubt, intezoesslo• 

ultimate proof of eff iaaaJ is 1nterce&s1on. 

Pr yer•e effioaoy is not to be meeBure4 by the 

tmportonce of t he job tt doea, nor by the n•ber of people 

benefitted. The ,rayer of t he mothers • ho brought the1~ 

chilor en to Christ to-:r bless ing t?as :Just as ef':t1c~c1ou• 

a~ t h~t of Mo~es ~or the children of Israel, and was 

c swered by t he oame power. Du.t th.e !.mportence of the 

cause it •. dva: ces , t h t:: n'UJilber of people influenced , co 
i ncrease the v luc of pr ~ .. er, nnd hence more evidentl7 

ahow its e f:f'1ca.cy. This in perbe,ps the rc=:ioon for t he 

cogency of t he gre· t Old Teotwnent e:umplec - Hose■, 

Solomon , I ai h - t hey r ~yed f er nations, t heir ? r ~re:ra 

moved history. Thia is a lso probablJ the raason for the 

llllportunate exhortation throughout. B=ipture to pray tor 

tinge and all that are 1n a:mhor1't7, for the peace of the 

land. 

1. llalachi 3: 10. 
a. John 7:l?. 
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The aame consideration make■ the interce■aion ot 

the Christian ct tcdcy ror l:.ie cou 1try ··mong the moet 

iaportant of his prayer taHks. es~ecially in trouoled 

timea. The Jucigmc rJt l)ronoL.t.nc£c1 b,Y Goa. upon J'ue12h: And. 

I aoug}at 1·or a ean emong them. that should mnke up the 

hedge. and st~nd in the gap before me tor the land, that 

I ailo11ld uot cleatroy it: but I f'oun<L non~. fheref'or~ haTa 

I poured o~t mine 1ndignatioD upon them,1 mq well be 

re9aeted for our nation, it tha Christian Churdh aeaae■ 

her interceaaion tor her country. 'the intaraeasor who 

lmeel■ with this .1>rayer in min4: Wilt not fho.11. O Goel. 

go forth with our hosts: GiTe 118 halg from trouble. tor 

Tain ia the help of men, 2 1■ a heroic tigure, plecing 

hiaelf in the gap, defen4ing hia country whee 4•~••• 
, 

1■ moat needed, seeking parcio,n tor her ain■: •~111g 

to her the power that rill•• the world. enlisting the a14 

ot God. 

!nterceesory prayer i& true prayer. It is distin­

guished from all other prayer, not doctrinally, but onl.7 

logicalq.. Yet l~gic, on the be■i■ ot Scri~ture, will 

tell the stud.ant that interceaaory pra,yer ia &- little 

nobler, an~ more enabling; to human eye■ a better work or 
■anctif'icAtiori. Jfor interceaaory prQer ba._ a 11pacial 

1. Esekiel 22:30-31. 
2. Psalm 108:ll-12 
a. 



co.r:.maDCL of GoQ, it ia e~ ,olnte4 a■ the •~••1al Aut-7 ot a 

Chriat1 a. ~t f ~r~jers ~n every inateuce Ga~•a sr•at •111 

to aave tilt:. Ol.'la, P Q~ tu preaaz-ye ilia lnnsuom, l!IOre 

t is ltlw~• Bihl 14 ,1,.- beat 

•e,, obcu1eHce t o Ci'Jr i t'~ new COJIIJ!:rtr,<1.M ·1t t hn t we loTe 

one s:iothcr, enu. tiVen our ,ent;!1:11es. 

?:'en have aJ" i a•n with meny eaemingly power1'11l 

arguments Rgl'irJat in t e.rcttsacry pr97er, aa.,tng thatt 1t 

•nnuot be ana.1.terea. in tb11 tr11e eenee ot the ·11t-r,c&. 

•ffatur&l l1nv11 enu. 'the decree& of Off4. 1•:r•~J.ud• liia .beariq 

tho _,r1:yer ett.ect2.v,1y, ·they tell ua.. The pre.ror has no~ 

moral ri~tit, nc:.l' any auffieienc,7 2n bimaelf, to 1ntr1Qc 

u_p:>n nnothe1•1 n l.ii'e by ~reyer, 11· it be aaawereci. l nter­

ca1a1ion, they aey, is an J.natrwneut <'f the l,IEl ■ t, aDl Goe. 

1u, longer ,ei-:f-orma m1.raclea e t t.be requeat. or lii■ 

children. 

o '.l t ll t h~s e orst-m~nte Are in eoa~nce, the 

ar3mne.1ts or WJbeliet, 8 IIU 'Jnd.er the e:.u111n .. t1on o~ t'aithe 

they loae. t heir cogency. The 1ntercengor_ • tatllia trium­

i,hant, benetlttir,g hu .. fellr:,w meo .ill tile p•n~er rd OOQ, 

~cnet1t ting himself in tha bleaaing ot God • 

.but reaaon•d al'gm:.1eut 1t:1d. a:Ja,gy c Ennnu-ver tal ~ 9er­

a111ae1.e. 'rhe h&Jc-.r- n D1iod ia t'irat or ~11 •»tr1cal. nnd tria1 

111 t.:u1 s r css t, 1·0"1" of p.ny tbes:f.e. Let the Ohriatian pra,­

erul 1 1:6_ ,1 t,1at r;od is tai thful find powe-rr•Jl. 
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