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INTERCESSRY FRAYER, ITS NATURE AND B?fIGAGY.
An Outline.
1. Intercessory prayYer is truc prayér, -.=- = = = = = p.l
L. It is a work of gauctificution, = = - =« = =« = p.2
1. It is not ¢ wmesns of grece, ~-= = = = = p.2

2. It is gaswered thru, or in acecord with,
the viern8 Of Grece = = = = = = = = = = ;.3

b

« Il musi be yrayed as all prayer nast:

1-inf‘l1th--n--—--—————---p.‘

2. i subpission to Goa's Will « = = = =« = p.5

ve il MUNILIGY = = = = = = = =« = = = = =« p.6
il. intercessory priyer ie the highest form of prayece p.7

A. G on preyer's Leuefits sre sightly sccordedn

to intercessory prayér = = = = = = = = = = p.9

1. It givens common prayer its peculiar
plegsea cheracter = = « = = = = = = ~ 3.9

2. ot gll copmor prayer is, however,
intexrcessory = = = = & = = ¢ = = = = = p-10

5. Intexrcessory proyer hos the special command
ofG-uu—--— -"-"'--—"""--“11013

C. Intercessory prayer ig the specigl cuty of

D. Intercesscry prayel hse &8 spétéial primary
{J'.ll.'_[:ﬂsl::-"""'"""-"""-"""-‘-9-18

1. "he intercersor prays firut for:
a; rorgiveness for the preyue = = - - p.20
b. hia streogthcned faiihh = = = -~ = = p.24
¢. blesninge to the Kingdom = - -~ = = ».26
d. growth of the Xingdom = = = = = = = p.20
1) This is asked directly = = = = p.30
2) or indirectly = = = = = = = = =p.30




2. The enswer is elways in a ccorda with God's
7ill:

o. appareatly, aos wacn the suswer immeciately
adds to the XKingdoll = = = =« = = = = p,32

b. ohaecurely, &s when we cannot determine
the answer's benefit = = = = = = = «p.35

4. The specipl purpnse doea not limit the £ ornm
or object of the prayer « = = = = = = = p.36

4. 1t does 1limit those for whom we are to
itl‘ay--—--—-—-_--......-- p.av

“. lntercenzory praysr nos the gpecizl potive of
christianlﬂve-—-—--------—--p_48

l. This love is especieglly directeu o the

. but it governs zlso thosa prgyers wh.ch
aré aspparently imprecations - « = = = =« -p,R1l

Ili. Intercegsory prayer fsces special problems.
L. Toe Iaw cf reture will not sllow an aaswer = = p.55
1. Neture knows uo ls¥ but the will of Coc - p.56
2. Prayer 1is therefore iiself a nsturel low p.57

$. Coinclrdenge does not explain histeric
anasweyr tO ._.rayer o W e M s e W e W M e = p.ﬁ?

B. The decreces of God will not =ilow &n sunswer,
for God hes decreed the course ¢f khistery
in foreknocwledge of our Lrayer = =- = = = = = 5,59

C. The morsl freedom ©of ike prayee will nol ailow
the intervention of the intercessor = = ~ - p.60

1. In the will of God, intercescion's answer
cannot violate another's freedon = - = p.60

2. in the will of God, idnterveuntion is
Commonded = = = = = = = = ® . . - = == p,60



D. The prayor's inadequacy of intercession will
not gllow nN QRYWET = = = = = = = = = = =« = p,61

1. #very Christirn is sccepted at the throne,p62

2. Bvery preyer icemswered, nct on the meriis
of the grayﬂr. - e W W WA M o w = & W™ - p.‘z

2e rIayer 18 ¢a alu tc sanctaficetion - - - p.628
4. The jalecrcessor uwoes nct pray alone = = =p.63

e The sge of wiraculcus auswer to prayesr is past p
The eXficesey of prayer toth antedated and

postastes Curist'a Hew Yestament promise
Of GHSWEY = = @ = = & = = = = = = a =« = = D64

¥. Byary problem confronti g iniercession may be
traced to aoubt *f God's power, end the
efficacy 0f UYOVEre= =~ = = = = = = = = = = 5,65
IV. Intercessory prayer is efficecious.- = = ~ = = = Dn.66

l. Seripture promises an answer, ian the
‘-v'iliOwa-----'-----—-_---p,ﬁg

<. History exempiifies azewar = - = = B p.70
F, it benefits tne preyox, with:

1. Psychological beuelils = = = = = = = = - .72

2. spivitupl venerits in the limec of prayer p.73

S. tewporal vlessings as s sgecisl ift

C. Thne finsl proof of efficacy must be furnished
vy the pre:mstic test: = = = = =« = = = = =~ p.78

V. Couclusiofi, SWMEETY = = = = = = = = = = = = = =« =~ -p. 78




The Blble, 1t has boen saild, is not a systematio
book., Had it been written in the style of a doctrinal
outline, fully catogorized and subdivided, 1t would prob-
ably not enjoy its present prominonce on the Vorld's best
seller list, But its lack of any but historical arrangement,
without even 1ts fundamental division of l.aw mnd Gospel
noted by position in the book, has placed the problem of
organization Into the hands of the syatematic theologian,
Human £allibility is the cause of most of’ She divisions
of denominetion and sect in the Christian church todey,

Prayer 1s one of the less conbtroversial subjects,
as far as logical sequence of lts presentation ig concerned,
It hes beon divided on many fundementa dividendl, private
and public, personal and impersonal, for temporal and
splritual blessings, subjective and objective. For the
purposes of this thesis, two of these fundamente have been
adopted; we are to treat of objective personsl prayers.
Thls has been given the convenient nemes: intercessory
prayer, from the Latin inter: betwsen, and cedere: to pass,.
To intercede is defined by Webster: To act between paerties
with a view to reconcile differences, to make intercession;

to beg or plead in behalf of another; mediate.

Prayer 1s the conversation of a Christian with God.

It is a religious acty consisting in speaking to God.t

l. Dre W« Arndt, Christian Prayer, p. 7.




In inbercessory prayer, then, the Christian passes botwsen
God ond a fellow man, with e view to reconcile 4ifferencea,
to mediato, to hogz or to pléad on bohﬁ].f.‘ of his brothor,

A3 in subjective prayer he faces God to ask & special favor
for himself, in intercossory prayer he feces God to ask
gpeclal grace for another human being, It is our p-.;-.z'posc

to exemine the nature and efficeey of such a prey r; dotar-
mining thet it is true prayer, that it is indeed tho highest
forr of prayer, with spaciel cherascteristics, promises, and
broblene, and That it brings special benesfits both o

PrEYOr ant DIPATEE.

Intereoascry prayer is a division of prayer, and 1is
therefors to he classed ms 31.1.-031.. It i3 subjicet to all the
feneral nromises glven to nraver, incluvded in all) the com=
mands for nraver, limlited by the same rules that govern ell
prayer, Lt!'s highor feorm than that of subjective »ravers its
edditional comnands, nromises, and limitations do not iIn

eny way except it from the senerel catasory of prayer.

Intercessory prayer is a work cf sanctificaticn.
It 1s not a means of graecc, sSince 1t promises snd offers
no forgiveness of sins, works no faith, except through the
application of the Word and Sacrament. A man may pr.ay to be
glven greater fa‘l.th; through the Word and Ssecrament, bub
it is these, not the prayer, that convey grace to him,.
Similarly, a man may pray that his friend be brought to grace
but the answer must come through Word and Sacrament,
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not by prayer alone. Paul's prayer for the Thesaalonians

was not only th=st God should perfect their [aiin, but:night
and doy praying that we might see your fsce, auc nmight per-
fect thnt which is lacking in your faith,l throush the
prerching of the Word. Of his fellow Jews he said: iy heart's
desire zad rrayer to Goa for Iisracl is, that they mignt be
savea. Xut ne goes on to say thc cbeiecle preacnted . their
lack ~f Xknowledge of Christ, given thus: The Word is nigh
thee, even in thy mouth and in ihy heart, thet is, the Hérd

of faith which we prench.”

Jesus himself recognized this limitation, that we must
pray for the faith of another thraugh the Xeans of Grace. In
His high=-priestly prayer, He prayed that He might glorify
His Father: That He should gife eternsl life to 2s rany as
Thou hast given liim. And this is life eternsl, that they
micht kinow Thce the only true God, sznd Jesus Chrisi, whom
Thou hast zent...Now they have known thet =sll things vhate-
spever Thou hast given me are of Thee. For I have given
vnto them the words which Thou gavest Xe. Senctify thom
through Thy truth, Thy word is truth. Heither pray 1
for thesc sloae, but for them also which shell believe
on Xe ihrougn their gggg.a Ana when, uwuriag :ilis Ssliieean
riinistry, ide saw the multifudes, .i.¢ had pily con them, and

iastructed Zis uisciples: Prey jJe therefore the lerd cf

l. I Thesseloaians 3:10.
2. Romans 10:1.8.
Y3e John l17:2~3.7=-8.17.20.




tic harvest, thst He will senu forth lsborers 1aio Hig
harvest.* The laborere Christ sent were sext to presch

t.ie Gospsl tTO every creature.

Prayer is a mesns by which the belicver denls
with Joa, the means of srace are God's work u.on us.=
It is an sbomisatlion whea a wmen makes his own pr.yer
his hope of eternal life, for a4s uany as sre under tnec
works of the law are under the curse.® it is even more
an abomination when s man woula strive by his own prayer
to 1ift another man to hesven. The anasér to inter=-
cessory prayer nust, like tha answer to #1l1l prayer, use

tac eustubliched chianaels of ansagesr.

*rayer is, however, a help to the divins life.
"God c¢an do wore in a praying soul than is another, b:=cause
th-t soul is more open and responsive to His grace. Frayer

iz then the mosut direct of all helps to the divine life."4

Intercessory prayer must be done in faith. I'rom
the very nature of the prayer this is more usual thab
in the case of subjective preyer. A man nay tenta-

tively place nis own affairs partially in the hands of

1. Matthew 9:38,

2. J.T.Musller, Christinan Dogmatics, p. 467.

&, Celatiens 35:10.

4. Ym.Jd.Clarke, Cutline of Christian :‘neology, p. 413.




an untrusted hqlner; as a last resort, or in the ¢cndeavor
te fulf1ll all roquirements for & Chriastian life. Te is
less likely, howsver, to ask a source whose power and ine-
tercst he cannot fully accept to ald a friond in need.
Thils would work a harder strain on the logical faculties.
Thus when we read of Christ in His home town: Fe could
there do no mighty work;> it was for lack of faith,-and;,
consequently” lack of prayer. Other citlies lined their
strects with sick and crippled, belleving He could_and
vould helpe. in His own counbtry they didn't belleve, and °
none came ror help. The few sick folk that prayed, He cured,
and marvelled at the unbelief which prevented miracles,
not in that it stopped His almighty power, but in that it
didn't desire-it. The other side of the pleture 1s shown
by numerous examples: the faith of the four men wilkth
thelr friend sick of the ralsy, falth which penetrated
great dlfficulties to reach Jesus' slde; the felth of the
Syro=phenician women which swept scorn and rebuke aslde;

the faith of Jalrus which prayed in splto of death.

Interceacory praycr miat be in submlasion to the
will of Cod., We are accustomed to saying that those prayers
for the good of our neighbor and the apread of God's Xing-
dom carry Ccd's specisl bleasinge. Intercessory prayer 1s
per se always for the good of our nelghbor, Christian

irterceassory prayer will always alm at strengthening the

1. Mark:-- g:5,




Kingdom. Yet this does not relcage it from the larger'

duty of submission to the will of CGod. Peter _rayed for Ais
rcaders: the Goa.of pll grace...after that ye have suffered

. # while, meke you perfect, stasblish, streugthen, settle you.1
Teter doecs not here pray for their suffering. He prays in

#uvmission to the will of God, which his proghetie vision

saw would bring suffering. This is shown in the preceding

chapter. If ye be reproached for the nsme of Christ, nappy
are ye.z he tells them. The future less vivid construetion
siove that suffering nad not yet come, sanu the versewith

1tz context is a warning adrionition.

intercessory wprayer must be humble, as zuny prayer
nust. The fact that the prayor is bheseeching Goa on behalf
of another in no way enhwunces his own stand before Goad.
The centurion, praying rfor his servant, was commenaca
vwhen he prayed: Lord trouble not Thyself, for I am not wor-
thy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof, wherefore
neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee; but
eoy in ¢ word, smu my servant shall be hesled.® Nor was
he obsecuious, for he was well aware of his own positicn
of authority. W¥oses lcst his chance to lesd the children
of Israel to the land of éromise beceuse ne put nis own

puthority in the foregrouna, in mediating belween Goc and man.

1. 1 reter 5:1C.
Z. L retsr a:lié.
Se liake 7:6.%.
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The curse crme, "because ye belicved me not, tc sanctify

ne in the eyos of the childven of Israel. "l

Similarly, lntercessory prayer is included in all
commands %o pray, end speclfic commands are added thersto.
It is ineluded in all promises of answer to prayer, and

edditional promises aro added thereto.

.'.l‘he apec:_la.l considerations connectcd with intercessory
rrayer, howeover, mike it the higheat rorm of supplicatory
prayer, anc separate 1t from othor, general prayor. . Henry
Ward Geecher said: "Gods..eloves, wlithout doubi, to hear
us plead for our own wants,.es but-when we rlead for others
there is an element of mag,m:nimity, there 1s & grace, in 11:;
which God, it seema to me, must love, and bte more inclined
o favor than petitlons ia ocur own l':alm;l..f.".fa Luther, in his
Treatise on Good Worksn, in tresting the Third Cormendment,
says much on the part prayer is to take in thz service,

Ve especlally commends common prayer, for reasons which

mey woll traonafer the commendatlon to intercessory prayer:
%573 this has been sald of prayer for persacral
needs, and of prayecr in general, Lul the prayer
which really bolongs to this commandmenit, and is
enlled a work of the Holy Duy, is far beiter
aud greater, and is to be made for all Chriaten-
dom, focr 21l the noed of all men, cf £of and
friond, especlally for those who helong to the
perish or bishopric.

"Thus St, Papl commanded his disciple Timcthy:

I exhort thee, thalt thou ses to 1t, thet prayers-
and intercession he made for all men, for kings,

l. Numbers 20:1< -
2. Lecture Room Talks, p. 45.
'r'i"_ & i 2 4 & ai iV, l

# AN
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end for all that are in authority, that we may
leed a muiet and peacenble 1i1fe in all zodliness
and honesty, For this 1s goog and acceptable in
the asizht of God our Savlor.™ FPor this reason
Jeremiah commanded the people of Israecl to pray
for the city aad land of Babylon, becesuse in the

ace thereof they should have peece, end Baruch:
‘Pray for the life of tho King of Eabylon, and
for the 1ife of hils 3omy thet we may live in
peaco under their rule,.

"hils comunor prayor is precicus snd the

nost powerful, end it is for its saks that we
goma Logether. Tor this reason slso the church
1z called a TMouse of Prayer, becavse in it we are
as a congrogation with one accord to conaider
our own need and the noeés of all men, present
them before God, and eall upon Hlm for mercyeces
PYor what sensec 1s There in our ccming Logethor
into a Fouse of Prayer, wvhich coming tcgether
shows thet we shceuld make common prever and
netitlon for the entlre congregation, if we scatter
these prayors, and sgo ' distribute them that every-
one prays’ for himgelf, and noone has regerd for
the other, nor concerns himaelf for ancther's
neede? Fow cnn that prayer be of help, good,
geceniable and & COMAON DIAYSTeeeeWnioh Thoy
malee who malte thelr omm petty prayers, one for
thla, the other Por that; end hava nothing but _
self-scelting, selfish prayers, which God hates?"?

In support of his clain that this praysr hes great

povier, Lulher continues:

"The power of this prayer we ase in the fact
that Iin clden 4#imea Abreham prayed for the five
cities, Sodow, Gomorrah, eic., and accomplishaed
30 ruch thak i€ There had beern 10 righteons
people in them, two in each eibty, God would nct
have destroyed theme. Whal them could many men
do, if ther united In oslling upon God carneatly
and with sincere confidence.

"3t. Jamce slsc says "Doar brethren, vray
for one another, that ye may be sgved. For the
oreyexr of a rightecus man avalleth mreh, 2 prayer
that peraeveres and does not cease,.t"*

1.

Do
4.

I Timothy 2:1if.
darueh l:11 £,

Holman, vol., I, Treztise on Good Works. "The Third

Commmldmﬂn'b.", Pe 253=234,

Ihid p. 236,
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Tutheor 13 here s»saking cf common prayer, which he
termna Toar better and greater than othar, Put 1t mey well
be demonabrstad that the »ezl fundamentum dividendl which
determinas the vaiue of the prayer in hias distinction, is
not the difference: privabte or mublic prayer: but the ¢iff-

eranee : subjJective or objectlive prayer.

e does not sey: the prayer which is far better and
sreator is to ho made by all Christendom, btut for all
Christendon, for all the nesd of all men, etc. The exhorta-~
tion %o Wimothy which he adduces speaks not of publiie
prayer, but only of Intercessory prayer. Timothy is to
vromote such preyer, but not necesserily as & congregational
sct, Thuns Pauvl conbimies, I will that men nray everywhere,
13fting up holy hands, withoub wrath end doubting.t Jor-
emigh's commond to pray for Babylon is not to a collected
congrasgation, but closely succeelds instruections to the cap-
tlves as individuals, tc bhuild Mouses, plant gardsns, and
teke wives. iAnd common prayex, Luther ‘says, is not to be
comnended us common prayer, where evary indlividual prayor
has his own lantaerveshis &t heart. Comon prayeir is the best

praycr, only when it 1a slso Intercessory.

This is further brought out when he speaks of the
power of such prayer. Abrahem's prayer was not a cormon

prayer, he prayed slones It 1s used in thls context not

1. I Tinothy 2:8.
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because 1t wos common, bhut beconese 1t wra inbemmcasory,

Tms alao Jemes'! commard to pray is: prav one for anathor;
and the affectual fervent prave:r of a righteous man nvaile
oth mueh, Imthor here plainly indicated theit ini;nrcenaory;

not common, prayer, is a bebtor and greater vraver.

Hox» is &ll puvlic, or common prayer, intercessory.
Vhen the pesalmiet proys, in 2 public hymn: Turn us again,

0 Lord God of hosts, cause Thy face to shine, and we shall
3

he grved, or: Loow us ihy merey, O Lord, ana grant va
o =
Thy valveticn,” or: Satiafy vs early wiith Thy merey,”
this is interccsnory prayer, for the oravor has the intsrests

of his elliows ab heart. A moa whe truly prays iz & man who
believes, ond vhen such & moan prays: turn us, 1,6, bring
us apaln to faith, ke preays for the nation, for his Tellows,
Thue slso in the prophecy of Zecharish: The inhotlitents ol
ne eity shell go to snother, saying, lef ns o apeedily

4

Y

to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of Hosha,

it is an interccsacry prayecr, for the reclilpiesnt o~F blesanlng,
he who hes heerd of Christ, prays 1n order tc sharse his
tlessing. Fut £t scme peolint indefinable to ell but Ged,
cormon prayer btoo boeomes subjective. The ten lepers who

1ifted ur thelr voices and sald: Jesus, Mzster, havs mercy

1. Paalm 80:3,7.150.
2e Psalm 85:7.

5. Psalm Q0:127fF,
i, Tiecharish B8:21,
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on usl probably preyed objectively, for in their misery,
they hed a cormunity feeling cf love of their brethr=n.

In that sense it wes intercessory. But cszn we truly néy
this when we sce the nine, cured of their leprosy, inter=-
ested conly, each in his own restcoration? Many such prayers
muct depend solely on the attitude of the vreyor, es when
the psalmist ~reys God be mercifnl onto up end bless ng,
Let 211 the people praise Thee, € Gnd, then shell the earth
vield her increzﬂe.z A worthy preyer, which, truly prayed
in ite context, is ihtercesﬂory. bat wnich sllows &n
ecunlly werthy subjective interpretetion. It showe that not

0ll comrmon prayer is intercessory.

Ur can we say that tne udisciples, on storm-tossed
Galiice, were praylng objectively, when they prayea in
common: Lord, save us, we _pe:t.-:i.sl'x‘f:5 And certainly the prayer
of the Jews aftesr the feeding of the five thous=a.ia: Lord,
evermore give us this bread,® was for self-interest =lone,
2s waz the preyer of the Gadarenes, vho begen to prsy Iim
to derart cut of their corsts.® It is true, these last
tvio exerples rey be ruled ocut es not preyers of say scrt,
aince thev o~ not come,perhespz,from Chiristian hesrts. But
what moy we sy of the prayer of Cepernsurm, when the seople

zouzght Him, 2nd came unto Hdim, 2nd steyed Him, that ie

l. Luke 17:13.
2. Foalm 67:€6.
3. ¥Matthew 8:25.
d. John 6:454.

5. EHark 5:1%7.
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shoul? not Jepart from t'!'..era.l A worShy prayer, froam Chiristiens
Lo Chriet, yobt Jesus Carected 1LL: And ¢ sald uabto them, I
mast drosch the Klagdom of God to othsr citlss also: For
tharsfors an I amui:.'a The prayer should have sneeded Jesua

on Yla way tc spread Fis gloricus measags, in the splrit

of’ Zecharlah's mrorhosy,

This 18 nol written iIn an efiort ¢ discredit common
nrayer, There in nc mors bemutliful thing, mo more powarful
Toves, yivon Lo the hearts and ninds cof men. Dub it does
cGenons trate thal not ell common prayer is objective, and

hat common prayer poszcusss rmch of itz comncndable char-
seter only when 1i is intercessory. The prayors of our
church are preenlnentliy beautiful in this raspect, espoci-
ally ihe colloct for the chureh, the general prarers and

the bidding prayer.

Obthors have Lestifled To the superlcr nature of inter-
coasory praver. E. M. Goulbura zays:

The cunsideratlion of iIniercessoiry praver proverliy
followa thet of aclf-exemination, They are at
noosite poles of the Christien's devotionn]

Xerelacs.. e vely necessary to k2ep onc ancther
in cheCkeas Byees.aclf-inspsction the mind is ept
to oecome mOrvida..oting man a valetudinarlan in
reliplion, full orf himself, hils symptons_’ his
Fl.l].:l"."':-':’.bs' "'1‘ d"“.l...-v-—-ﬂa" .:‘E. ’113 moras o L. t.'.-..
Cne tonic adapted to remedy this...state of mind
iz an active apmpathy, such as ccmoes out ia In-
tercessory prayer, with the wants and trials of

1. Luke 4:42,
2. L'lll:c ‘1::4.’).
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others, a sympathy based upon sthat precept of
the Foly Apostle's, "Loolz not every rien on
bis own things, b}tb every man also on the
things of others.

Ce Ae Duttricl: saya:
Avoer since gontlencas entersd our world,
worthyy ol have practised intargcesalon.
These are men's most cudent prayers...lot
orly 1a intsrcesslion apoerently univeraesl,
vub - and thin is a vital conaidsration -
it 1ives In our worthlest wmotive, There are
today many earnest folk who are burdened by
the war-nadnpss of the nations, bui who
camiot spcal any congpicuous word, or - lay
arry potent hend on the levers of state acticn.
Prow very nity they are driven to their
Imeesn, Tuaman motivea are alweys mized, bt
tholr motjive  in thabt pung of prayer is nsaxliyv

-
s PN ey ¥
bt od mmne wes W bof ad &

Thus even the moldernists truncated view of prayer

= o B 1 oy Touy wgy S TR Y B e o main oy e e -r  "ywng
rocosnizes bthe bettor nature of the Intorceasory prayors

-

ccepianis authoriby,

b S P ” . e 577 -. 2
mt we have a2 greater ond mcre

LA

Seripture itseli corroborstes thaene views, by trect-

ang intersessory prayor in a specinl mennoere It carries,

-

firast o ell, a special cconmand, These cormands ore simple,

« Paul wrobte to Timothy, cunmititing to

o
G
'~
u
€
er
;
¢

explicitd,
him a charze, a congregetion, instructing »in in the methods
Tthat thou by them mishtent war a geod warfare.” First of

all, the exhoriation is given: that svoplilcsiions, »rayers,
Iintercessions, snd z=iving of thanks be made for all meneo
Thene nare, sccordins to some, four typea of preysr, hut
the quelifying clauss mekea Cthem gll Inberceesory, end the

L

éuty of iInteorcosgory prayer s plecaed flrst on the list

1, k. k. Goulburn, Trﬁ&- nts on Personal Religion, p. 97.
Fkilemon 2:4,

2, G. A. Buttrick, Prayer, pp. 100-102,
3. I Timothy 2tl.
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T a Christisn congregetlon. ds haa Leen stated cbove,
2aul soniiflen ?;'--3.:4 corneonde AZGor suylag that God gave
bimgel? Tor all, bkat he, Forl, was a ministor to all,
he adds thai his will is for all men to pray - thet mon
oray averyuhore ,1 vhat thoas who pray, pray Zor all,

James concludes his epistle with a vowerTul end
repeatod comnani Lo inercessory prayer: Is any among
Tou afflicted? leh him pray. Is any merry? ¢ let him
SN SolZY. Is apy sick among you? let him call for the
slders of the echureh; and let them pray over hinmeee-
pray for one anotheor, thet ye nay be he :-.lc--? The peasage
ralacs pany questiors: whe should pray, fo: whom and for
whet ghorld he vray, what benelll 1s there Yo such prayer,
Oro thing is clemar. in mddition to the zenorel ccurand
to prey.<dn speeific cameg, spscial nsed, with special
bonelibs promised = Jumes glves the command for intercessory

-y gy

‘_.Ib-‘k-!

David cormands: pray for the pescs of Jerusslem, He
reonforcce the conmand with ths example: For niy brethren
and -conpunions? sakes, I will now say, neace he within thee,
Beoauﬂe of the House of‘ the Lord our God I willl asecikt thy

(;ood. The thought :ls powarfiilly and more cosently reneated

i. I Timothy 2:8.
Ze JOGs 92 15e14,
S5e Frelm 122:6,8.9,
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by Jeremion in the pessage quoted by Lr. Luther: Lecl: the
Pease oi ohe clby whither I have caused wvou to be earried
sway captives, and pray uwnto the Lord for it, for in the

peece thereof skall ye have peace.l Instead of the haitred
the chiidren o1 Israel wust have felt for thelr captors,

d eremish comnmandii. them to pray Lfor the peace of land

of thelr oxile, The lagi clause, pointing out thet their
own naace depended on their prayer, does nob wesan bhe

DPRERAKS. in Rainting oul Ghat Ghey should dasir: peace

2 Tthe aew setiing, Jeremiah ltsrates the command o for-
efh thels hatrode Tho caman! in & dim nrecursonr of Christ's
more puurtlins: ﬁi-rxf,-' for than which despitefully vas *_-','ou;
and pepsesute ,vmig e makes this a uelifviae teaf of

Chaxistlanity, thet yo may be the children of your I"ather,

vhiich g in heaven,

Chrlist not only commanded, e woloored interczssory
praver, iothers brougnt young children o Hiw, tThab le
should toueh thewm, and Tis disciples refuked those that
srought thonie Put when Jesus saw it, We was mmeh dlspleased
nod sald unto them, Suiier the 1L¢Lle children to come unto
ne, ani Lforovid them nect, for of such ls the Aingdom of
Goc'i..z’ liis displessurc rebuked ibe disciples, not only
for keeplng the children avay, but for forbidding the

-

mothors who sought 0 brliag the childron to Hls attention,

1. deremiah 2937, 2, Matthew 5:44
Be Marik 10:1Selide
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who cuome to pray for* thelr childrsn, thut ‘e might touzh
them, His love for the children wiio compride His Kingdom
embraces algc those who commond them So Hls ears, aand the

prayers with which they do so,

sgaling Jusu: reproved & man Ior not praying objec-
Cively., tlion the Gadarene nmadmon, curct of his ovaeaslon,
prayed that he night eccompany Him escros uhe lake, Christ
Lold him: Heburn to thine own house, end show how gresb
vhings God heth done unto ©h .ee.ﬁ' ‘re eom:.s.ul rEight have
‘cucm \.'.'on’.c':‘a: hinl: Tirst of othars.A great task ir Lofore
vou, to share your blossed Imowl e&ge, gained while sitting

gt tho Lfeoct of Jesus.>

varl oxhorted liz churches often to pray for hime
q

L

Brothron, pray for us,” Flually brethrsn, pray for us,

that the word of ths Loxd may have free course, and be
glorified, even &3 it is wiltha ,vou.é reul embodios an inter-
ceasory prayer for oll his heersrs in this command, The
misgion gpirit,; love for ell the xedeemed, should prompt
prayes for the ninister who Lrought the Worde I bDeseech

you, Lretiven, for the Lowd Jesus Christ's sakc, and for

1. Luke B:5%.

Pe 'Tikke B35,

Se¢ I Theusalonions 5:25H.
4. II Thesaslonians H:1.2.
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the love of tho Spirit, that yo strive togather with
me In your prayers to God for ma,,sthet I mey be delivered
Tromese (unbelievera) in Judea, that my service (collzation)
seellay De nccentable to the salnts, that I meyr come unto
you with joy by the =ill of God .1 Pray sl=zo for us, that
God wonld ovnen unteo us £ door of ntierance, to snenlr the
mystery of Chyistesethal I may maite 3¢ manifest, as I
ought to uce..ec.h

Intorcessory prayer is a special duty of the Christe-

ian. The chiidren of Israsl mede the breastplate dozbloeces

And they set in 1t four rows of stounes, and the stones

>z
1 * Jda E - - ~t
wore acgoikiing te the nemes of the chiléren of Israel.

Ths breastplate, reating on the hsart of the Vigh Prieat
&8 he periormed his ofiice hefore tho slter of God, was
the mvibol of his position of intercedexr for tne Qld
Teastmannt church of God, In the llow Teutament smrch,

the Gubies of the pricsthocid have come to the indlividual
hristlan, as Petor told tham: ye are a2 chosen ;;snc}raticn,
e royal pl‘iizst!‘.looﬁ,é and the duty. of thepri<eta inteorcese
soryv office hag been siven to the praaenk inm'-.n?ben‘:.s."

To neslk bo avoeid thiis duby is %o sin. The children of

Isreel displessed God bv asking for a King. When Sammel

1l. mowans 1H:30e52,

2. !'..010.‘5......::! Grla

5. wodus 39:5.,10.14,

iy I Iecter 13 g'

Se F:Lgura from Goultn.rn, ope ¢lt. pe 96,




poinied oub Gedls dlspleasurs, Ly calling dowa thuander
anG rain, tha people esked hin, dray for Phy asrvants
wnto the Nowd thy God, that we 4le nct. Samaella answer
showod hiz atélinde toward oljoctlve prayer: Tear znot, ye
havo done all this wickae@nesa, yot tumm not sside from
felleowing the Towxd. Yoreover, sa for me, God forkid that I
should sin against the Toxd in ceasing to pray for ycu.l
Suck a motlte was hila elear statement of dubty. Such

motbo the Christian of Todsy would do woll %o etoept, in
the 1ishh of Lhe command to Inusrcesaery srarvsr. Tne duty
cf Intarcesscry prayer 1s clecarly cmphasizeld in the pass-
;e noLted above, whaere we ars commanded to pray for even
cuy enimics, thab ye may be the childrsa of your Father
wnieh ia In heavsliees Tor if ye love them which love you
whet revarl have vo? do not sven the publicans the same?
And if ye aalube your brethren only, what do ye¢ more than
others? do not aven The publlicana 2072 The Auby 1t wade
colneildasnt with Chzxistianlty. Prayer for cur brethren ia
taktenn for rrantady even the unbellever wlll rezard thak
as necusaarye. The Christlan's obliigetion lncludes elso

his cnemien and nocksrs.

sial nriuary

Intoercossory prajyor 18 baged uvn & €3¢
purponc., nrielly statad, 1€ is the same puvpose that

poverus all Godls dealings with man = the preservation

1. T Samuicl 12:10=-20.25.
Ce Matthew 5:44-47
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and growth of [is Kingdom. God 'imssl: established thils
Qual foundation for the world's continued ewistence,

Pavl said: ALL things woxic tqrr.ether for good Lo them that
leve fGod, to thom Who &re the cellod accordinz teo His
m:rpu’se,q' 2né Christ sald, Thias Gospel of the Xinsdom
snell e nregched o all the world for & witnass unto
all nations; and tken shall the end comes~ ALL Godls tu:tu;
His deplince with men, indlividuals or grouns, whatever
thels Lmmediate purpose, it Into the Irsmoworl: of this
erenter, heslc progrom, All Shings work toward this end,
Therefors the snswor tc everr prayer, since It 1= an sct

of od toweré man, muat alse fit within thic nlan.

Thig affects intercesaory orayer rore than other
nreyeor, because of the fact that two peraons s:ro inveolved =
rrayor and pravee. «hen a Christien truly nrays, he is
" theroby wilitnessing his true Christienits, sxercising
himaelf in 2 work of saretificeation. fe 1s Mlf1lliing the
world-plan of God, 'hus he alweys prays Thy wlll be
dcne, But when he pravs for another, & soul of which he
heas no pernonal !mowledge, over which he hez no peracnal
cortrol, enters the pleture, and his first thought is
shat this soul, tco, should partake oi' the blessings of

God's expending Kingdome Intercession, thercfore, in

arn e @ s BB ER S A -

1. Romans S:28.

- - ALY 230
Do MR OEGN ekl 4.




elucst every ex:mple the Bible yresents to us, hizn tue
brimery purpose ox the preservation sna sgresa ol the
Dagaum of God. Irayers are offecrea first for grace in
thie forgeiveness f sins, oy the utre-gthenai falth cf-
the prayee, for blesusiagn upon the memburs nf tu» ciiurech,
for the Church's growih by ths snduition of unbelievers.

irayers for other spueific temporal blensings sre a.pended

to lhis primsry prayer.

interce:sory urayers for rorgivaness of =ins o1&
sbundent eapecially in the Old Testament. Xrow loses on,
LpeCial inuividusls stood 88 medliators betuecn ilaa & aa

Ucu, T0 pleuu for the alnz of the people.

The phreose: And Ynsca prayed foxr the penplel is
repeatsd cften in the stoxry of the FSxodum, until it
bacomea to the resder an inailetment of Isracl. The ueople
eomploined of the manna, eaa fRod sent the fire of the
ora to their ermp.  The negeple ericd unio Mocas, and when
¥ones prayec unto the Lora, the fire wes ;uanched.z "hay
murrmursd 2t the rough journery, and did'nt trust Cod. He
sent ficry serpents, and the pecnle Baid: Pray uatsc the
iord, 2nu ¥oses prayvsd for the pet)p.!.e.3 loses prayea for

alleviation of tenporcl pszin, but he prayed first forx

l. Hurbers 21:7
2. Numoers 11:2
S. Mumbers 21:7
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removal of the cause for theﬁ troubles, the forgiveness
of sins., He himself was deeply consclious of thi-; as he
told the Israelites in his final writing: And I fell down
before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and forty
nights: I did neither eat bread nor drink water; because
of all your sins which ye simned. He also prayed for
individuals for i:he same blessing: And the Lord was very
wroth with Aeron to have destroyed him; end I prayed for
Aeron also the sametime., He was conscious that this fore
giveness fitted into the larger purpose of God's care for
His church, for he based his prayer on this: They are Thy
people, and thine inheritance.l

Samel continually interceded for his people’s sins,
VWhen denger of destruction at the hand of the Philistines
vas imminent, Samuel said: Gather all Isracl to Migpah,
and I will pray for you unto the Lord. And when the people
gathered, they fasted, and sgid: VWe have sinned agalinst
the I-oz'd.2 When the people asked for a King, and God's
displeasure was shown, they ceme to Samuel and sald:
Prey for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die
not: for we have added unto all our sins this evlil, to
esk for a Ki.ng:." When Sarmel prayed, it was for forgiveness.

Perhaps the 0ld Testament's outstanding example

1. Deuteronomy 9:18.,20.29.
2, I Sarmel 7:5.6.
Se I Samuel 12:19,




of intercession's basis on the prayer for forgiveness is
the great intercessory prayer of King Solomon at the dedi-
catlon of the temple, Solomon prays that God would lend

a favoring ear = Hear Thou in heaven = to the prayers of
the people directed to His House; in a long category of
hypothetlecal troubles, But always the pz;ayer 1s couched
in these terms: Hear Thou in heaven; and fm-g!.vo.l God's
answer, in a apecial revelation, was given in the same
terms: If (they pray)sse then will I hear from heaven;

and will forglve thelr sin, and wlll heal their land..e

When Hezeklah reformed the religious observances
of the Kingdom of Judah, a multitude of the peoples..
did eat the passover otherwlise than it was wrltten. But
Hezeklah prayed for them, saying: The good Lord pardon
every one that prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord
God of his Fnthers...s When Judah returned to the pro-
mised land from exlle, they forgot the ordipance that
forbade their mingling with the inhabltants, and married
strange wives. Ezra's mgt moving prayer is for forgive=-
ness of this sin: behold, we are before Thee in our tres-
passes, for we camot standi before Thee because of this.4
Nehemiah; before praying for favor in the eyes of Artaxer-
xes as he asked to rebuild Jerusalem's wall, prayed for

l. I Kings B3:54.,36.359.50,
2+ II Chronicles 7:14,

3. II Chronicles 30:18=19.
4, Ezra 9:15.




his people's forgiveneas, that God would be ineclined to
grant the further, temporal ravor.]'

Such intercession for sins was vitally necessary
In the 0ld ‘I'estameflb. Without a man to stand between tne
nation and 1ts God, and pray for its s.’ms-, the nation
would be destroyed., Ezekiel reported the Word of God:
The people of the land have used oppressions..and I
sought for a man emong them, that should make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the Jgand; that
I should not destroy it: but I found none, 'I’he:;efore have
I poured out mine indignation upon them.z But == the New
Testament church., héds<noneed fof;a humdn praydér:, for such
on high priest became uS.e. WhO needeth not daily, as
those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, f:!.r;t for His
;an sins, and then for the people's, for this He did once,
when He offered up Himself; wherefore He 1s able to save
them to the uttermost that come to God by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for_ them.® He has
made up the hedgp,. and stood in the gap, once for 911.
He constantly prays as He did on the cross, Father, for-
give them, for they know not what they do«4

But this does not release the Christian from his
duty. Stephen echoed Christ's prayer: Lord, lay not this

1. Nehemiah 1:6,

2., Ezeklel 22:29«31,
S. Hebprews 7:26.27.25.
4, Luke 23:34.




sin to their charge.l James cormanded the oldera of the
church, in visiting the sick: let them pray over hime..
And the prayer of falth shall save the sickjee. and Af
he have cormitted sins, they shall be forgiven him, And
to each Christian: Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.® Job's
misteken ery: O that one might plead for a men with God>
was answered by the cormmand o;' God that he pray for his
:E'riend.4
mand

Our objectiona, i:oo. are answered by tho com=

Forgiveness of sins comea only through faith; thus
the prayer for forgivensss becomes perfected in ths prayer
for faith. Jesus told Peter: Satan!hath Gesired to have
thee.ee but. I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not, and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
Peter's faith and conversion took primary place in Jesus'
prayer for his welfara., Paul's eplstles are filled with
such prayers, his intercessory prayer life mmust have been
e busy one. To the Thessalonlans ho'mt;e: night and day
praylng that we might ses your face, and porfect that
which is lecking in your faith.s He prayed for the
things that would instill and increase this falth: we
do not cease to pray £or you.e.to desire that ye might

1, Acts 7:60. 4, Job 42:8,
2, James 5:14-1G, 5. Luke 22:32,
3. Job 16:21. , 6. I Thessalonlans 3:10,
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be £illed with the knowledge of His will in wisdom and
understanding.l He prayed that his converts would be
established and confirmed in faith to the end: The Lord
make you increase and abound in love one toward another;
and toward all men... to the end that He may stablish
your hoarts unblameable in holiness before God.- He
prayed in the confidence that these were proper pra-yers;
according to the will of God: In every prayer for you
making request..e. for your fellowship... being confident
of this... that He which hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Ghr:lst'.s He en-
listed the prayers of his fellow=workers in the same
cause: Epaphras saluteth you, always laboring fervently
for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and com-
plete in all the willl of God.4

God controls and governs the world for the sake of
a group, and only moves history for individuals in such a
way that the group may be benaﬁ.tted. I:}'bemessory prayer
fits itself into God's world plan, vhen the Christian prays
for blessings upon that group, the Church of Christ, This
includes prayer for the church and 1ts members, préyer_s
for the leaders both by thelr own congregation members,
anci by all Christians, and common prayer, member for mem=-

1. Colossians 1:9,

2., I Thessaloniens 35:12.
< Pb.ilipﬂ.::m 1:dai,
4, Coloss 4:12,
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ber, all for the whole,

Prayer for the members of the church, is peculiarly
a duty of the pastor of the congregation, Into his care
a group of souls is giveni his 1s the task of leading
them to life through the means of Grace. For they watch
for your souls, as they that must give account.l The
vastor who attempts to accomplish this task by his own
vowers, who underwrltes the project oh his own responsi-
billity, 1s gullty of gross neglect of duty. The higher
power under which h9 works cman alone fulfill the require-
menta of the offlce, and the pastor must enlist that power
or face fallure and condemnation. Once again Paul is the
example to which men would do well to look, Every one of
his epistles resounts a prayer for the members of the
church to which he writes; moat begin and end with bene-
dictions; in moat of them he assures the recipients of
his constant and earnest prayer for thelr welfare. And
always his prayer enlists the help of God in furthering
his pastoral duty. We pray always for you, that our Ged
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill the
good pleasure of Tis goodnessS...that the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you.2 We do not
ceaze to pray for you...and to desire that you might be
filled with the knowledge of His will in wisdom and

1, Hebrews 135:17.
2. II Thessalonians 1:11.12,
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understanding. That ye might wallk woerthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing being fruitful in every good work.1

This pastoral duty of prayer for the flock answers
to the will of God's children-, who ask and expect such
prayer, tho the cbjeict:of prayer is sgainst the will of the
pastor. The duty of prayer transcends the lack of natural
inelination to prayer. The thing displeased Samuel, when
they said, Give us a King %o judge use. And Samuel prayed
unto the 1:.01-:1.2 His inclination was to refuse the request,
He lmew the course he wanted to take., But he sought coun=
sel from his God before he todk tho step; and God reversed
his deeclslon.

A pastor praja for a cohgrogation, for the entire
chuz-oh; that his work may be effectively sped. But the
pastors hnnﬁs; too, need the 1lifting help of intercessory
prayer to speed them in thelr tasks. For thls reason Paul
so frequently asks the prayers of his churches on his
behalf, as we have guoted above. The apostolic ministry
Pleced great confidence and reliance in such prayer, as
they prayed at the election of Matthias: Thou, Lori, show
whether of these two men Thou hast chosen$y and the result
of the lot was unquestionably regarded as the cholce of
God, the answer to thelr prayer. Paul fulfilled lls task

l. Colosaians 1:9,10.
2. I Samuel 8:6.
3. Acts 1:24,




a3 a Chriatian; in praying for the leaders- 62‘ the Bhurch, end
his task as minister in praying forv his people. In his

first missionary journey, as in all, he appointed leaders
for the esteblished congregations, and we read: when they
hed ordeined elders in every church, and hed prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they
'be].:!.eved.l The eollect for the minlstry, and the general
prayers, are excellent examples of intercessory prayer

for the leaders of the churche

There 18 a third pattern of intercessory prayer in
and for the chureh of Christ. The inhabitants of one city
ahall zo to another, sayling, Let ua go speedily to pray

2 This is the pattern of public prayer,

btefora the Lord.
Tor the church by the ckmrch. Such prayer came often to
Christ in his ministry. As the Samaritans, many groups
besought Him that He would tarry with them,® The Psalms
abound in these prayers, the common desire of God's
children for the protection and blessing of thelr dlvine
head: Save thy people, ani bless thine inheritance, “feet_l.
them also, and 1ift them up_forevor.“ Show us thy mercy,
0 Lord, and grent us thy salvation.® Do good, O Lord,

unto those that be good.®

The special intercessions read before our altars,

1. Acts 14325, 4, Psalm 28:9,

2. Zechoriah 8:21, 5. Psalm 85:7.
3. John 4:40, 6. Psalm 125:4,
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to comfort the bereaved, to blees ths hetrothed, tre mothers;
for succesa in church undertakings are such prayers. The
collect for Gracg, the collect for peace, for the Vord,

for many specialized calamitles or groﬁpa in need of prayers,
aro all 1ntarcqnaionn of the congregation .t'oz_- menmbers of

the cornorate bond,

~ In sseking as 1ts first and basic purpose the ful-
fillment of God's great plan, intercessory prayer extends
beyond the boundaries ot the church, ani seeks to draw
the unbeliever into those bonds.: This is the theme.of the
greatssi of all intercessory prayers, incorporated into
the greatest of all prayers of any type. When in the Lord's
Prayer we nray, Thy Kingdom come, we prey for the extension
of the church to every nation. We obeﬁr Christ'z command,
pray ve the TLord of fhe harvest, that he will send forth
lahborers into his harve'b.l Many regard this as the ine
tensive coming of the Kingdom, when our heavenly Father
gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we bellieve
Tis Moly Word, and lead a godly 1ife here in time and
hersafter in ei:ez-mfl.'t:;r.2 Yot the words have a broader
meaning, for the Kingdom 93’ God has alwmay® besn plectured
as coming to every nation, every tribe; to it shall the
Gentiles saek? and the omning'.or the K:Lng_dom synonymous

1, Matthew 9:38,
2. Dr, Hartin Imther, Small Catechlsm. Second Article,

explanation.
3. Islah 11:10,




S0
with its phenomenel growth,.

Prayer for the growth of the Kingdom is direct and
indirect., Diroct prayer asks that God's Werd be sent to
heathen and unbeliever to work thore falth anl salvation.
Pgul asked, Pray for us, that the Werd of the Lord may
have free course,l that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to spealk: tlic mystery of Christ.,.that I may
make it nm.rrj.raa".:..2 Te stated: Iy heart's desire sni prayer
te Cod for Israel 1s, that they might bo saved,® through
the gaining of more perfect lmowladzc by the Word of
falth whielh he preached., The apostolic church prayecd
wlth Peter: Now Lori, bechold their threatenings, znd
grant untc Thy servants that with 21l boldness they may
apeal: Thy "'.'c:v::'d..4 In Christ'z great high-priastily prayer,
Tle prayed for the precaervation of Mis followers, butbt Fe
added: Neither pray I for these along, dui for them also
which shall belleve on me through thelr word; that they

all mey be one.5

Intercessory prayer for the growth of the Kingdom
R or™
is indirect when 1t asks, Yo AT the falth of the un-
bellever, but for an answer, -which God will'use to-il
lead@ the unbellever toc faithe. Elijah the Tishbito lived
with a woman of Zarephath during a famine. His pressence

1. IXI Thesaslonians 3:1.2. 4. Acts 4:29,
2. Colosaians 4:3.4, 547 John 17:20.21.
3., Romans 10:1,
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greetly benefitted her, in that 1t ennsbled her to live
through the famine, But her son died, and her faith in
the God of Elijs wae broken. What have X to do with
thee, 0 thou man of God? she asked him. Art thou come
unto me to eall my sin to remembrance, snd tc slay my
suon? ElljJah sald to her, Cive me thy son, and retiring

%o his private room he erled unto the Lord, and said,

0 Lord my God, I pray thee, let this chilld's soul come
into him again. The child wes restored and the woman
brought to faith: How by this I Kuow that thou art a

nen of God, and that the Word of %the Lord in thy mouth

is truth.l Hor conversioh was complete, for Christ used
nier atory ia a robuke to the men of Nazareth for not
accepting Him as Savj.or.2 In the same manner E£lisha
healed the son of the Shunamlte, by intercessory prayer.5
Jvesus, too, performed miracles which had just this pur-
posa, stated in the conclusion to his first miracle: _
This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galllee,
and manifested forth His glory, and Hias disciples believed
on Wim.? It was a driving purpose in His ministry of heal=-
ing, so urgent that He prayed for 1ts success, when He
raised Lazarus from the dead. He lifted up Hils eyes and
sald: Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me, and

I kZnow that Thou hearsst me always, but because of tho

1, I Fings 17:18,21,24,
2. Luke 4325.26.

5, IT Kings 4:35,

4, John 2:11,
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poople whickh sband by I seld 1t, thet they usy believe
that Thou hast sent He.l

The specinl, stated purpose of intercessory
praye:r 1s the galning of cnother member for Cod's Xinge
dom, the strongthening of a soul =lrecdy converted to
faith in Sod, Thues 1t fulfills its place in Godts hise

teric scheme on this earth, and reconciles ikself to the
sreat pattern within whose bounds ell prayers are cnswered,
But the question arises, mist all intercessory praysr be
exclusively for the spread anl strengthenln: of the King-
dom? The maswer, on the basis of Seripture musi Lz no.
Preyer caan Lo made for aaything, as leng 23 1t doces 2ot
violate that program. God will direct the smawer to the
good of Tiis Kingdom, either apparontly, or in a way we
cannot fathom, The larger special purpose of intercessory
vrayer must temper and control our prayling; 1t need not

prescribe ‘the :form.

lgny prayors are ehm as vhere the prayors had
no thouzlxt for the Kingdom, dut God answered in such
potent benefit to the XKingdom thet its import cammot be
ignored. Four men brought & friend sick of the palsy to
Christ. Their faith was greet; they went to graast troudble
to bring their concrete prayer te Christ's ettention. But

Jesus! first enswer was: Men, thy sins are forgiven 1=1';1ee.2

1. John 1l:41.42,
2¢ Luke 5:20,




The four prayora thought of their fyiend in hics siclkmess ;
Jesus saw anoi:hor soul tc add to ¥is church, There was

a certain noblemsn, whosc son was sick at Capernaum. He
preyed to Christ for help. With a great purpose in nind;
Jesus refused to go to his houce, but only spoke a word;
andé the noblemen's son lived. And the father himself be-
1leved, and his whole house.*

Pater, grrested Zfor boldly preaching Ghrist; was
itept In priscn, bub prayer was made without cecasing by
the church uato %od for ht:.z The prayeors perheps had
in mlad the tremendous worlk Peter was to do as a 1eade;
In the church; mors probably they merely praysd for the
bodlly dellverance of 2 man thoy 2ll loved dearly. They
dld not evem fully helleve 1n the efficacy of thelr
prayers, for when God, ful1filling His larger purpose,
also answored thelr prayoers, they tcold Rhoda, who ane
awered Poter's Imoclk, and told them of 1%, Thou art mad,
and 3t 13 his anghl.s Theae Christlans prayed in love
for s manj God answered in love for His church, Peioar
himself prayed such 2 prayer, gnd ruceivgd an answar
larger than the prayer. Dorcas, at Joppa, died, and yhe
Christliens there sent to Feter to ccnduct the bturisl, for

their weeping resceptior showed little faith in the power

1le JOhn 4:535,
2. Aets 12:5,
3. Acts 12:15,
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i soon menifested. Dub ?eter put ther oll torth; ard
Imoeled dovm, and praycd, ond turning him to the bedy
sold, Tebithe arine, ani szhe opeoned her syocs, Petler
vrayed for g womar whom hs knew had beon, cnd wculd be,
o graeat bLenefit to the church, But Ged used the very act
in a2 way nct incluced in the prayver: And 1%t wes kno'm

throvghout all Joppa, and mony belleved in the '.l'..ord.l

Ell atoned for hls robuks of Hannah with the inter-
cessory prayer: the Cod of Israel grant thee thy netition
that thou hast asked of ’EH.r.—-..’a 1ttle did he or Tamnah
¥now the magnitude of the blessing the answer to their
nrayvers would bring to ths children of Israel in the
paracu of Sarmnl, last of the judges, Tn & similer prayer
Zacharias rrayed for hilmeelf, but even more foz- his wife,
for hers was tha grecter burdon to be horne in theoir
childlcuaness, JTod Zacharins Imowm he was asking for the
Torermumer of Chrlst h:_a would hgve doudted even more th_e
efficacy of Nhis prayer, 7et God, in love for hls chureh,
sont hin the cngswor by an angel: Fear not, Zachariss,
for thy prayor is hcerd, end thy vife Flizabeth shall

boar thoe a smm, and thou shalt call his name Jchm,

hease examples show us thet God's govermorship

of the church demands that all intercessory prayer serve




that church. But God's power to turn prayer to His
church's benefit is omnipotence, ©s in sll His works.
The true Christian will not pray for something outside
the scheme of God, and, beyond this, 4s not lirited in
any way &5 to what he may regucst for his neighbour.
Intsrcensory prayers in Scripture range from alrost
completely altruistic praycrs to prayers which, though
clLjective, ere prayea in self-intercst. And God hears
them all.

Yrayers for temporal blessing, €éspecially for
rhysical healing, met Jesus at every turn of the road. The
Btory is repeated often: At even when the sun did set,
they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that
were possessed with devils, sna He healeda many that vere
sick.i These were no wsll-orgunized prayers, with carefully
woraea notations as to how their amnwer would bexnefit the
Kingdom. That thought scarcely occurred to the prayors.
¥any scarcely knew what the Kingdom meant. They oaly knew
that here was & ¥eu who was more than man, with help to offer.
They brought their sick and helpless in silent srayer for
their fricnds' needs, aud each and every cnawer dia serve God's
reat puaryosc. Im like manacr, Jairus prayec: come =2nd lay
Thy haacs oun (my dauzhiter; that she may be henled;

tiie cen iou latercedow ia nhamility through othexs

:L- ;:Pli‘: h i '.;"--\'-e
2. fark 5: 23




for the heglth o his se:v.'van‘c,l dlecinl=a besgurht FTim
fTor Simontn wifetls moi:?-nr,g the man Iin Faliles nanpnealed
o Win as to a hilrher court, vhen His &inciples failed
#o ours his snm.s The Syre-pherniclian women vrayed, that
e would cesb Torth the devil outbt of her daw:hter.s And
derm, ¥ile molher, asked for something fer lesa important
then a possessed son, or a Qying servent, in one of the
sinplest of racorded preyers: They have no wine.® A1l

of thess vrayers plessed God; all brought to Fis abtention

the sufTerings of maukind, without a thought for the
spiritual, so urgent was the temporal., If any had pre-
Swnie Lo rebukae than: you mmst not pray for these things,
but for spivitual blassings, bhey would have continued
Yo call with blind Dartimeus: Thou Son of bavid, nave
WSEGY On use’ And Jesus would have stood still, and
coznanded theu o be called, The prayers t‘n'eae peopie
prayed dld serve the greater purpose of Guodj; if we ex-
amine them clousely we oan see it working. Sut ths pur—

pose in no way altered the form of the prayer,

Many othcr exarmples even less 1illustrative of pure-
pose may easlily be edduced: The ten lopers prayed Jesus,

¥aster, have merey on us ,8 Babylonts captivity of Judah

1. Duke- 72730, 5. Mark 7:26,
B.Iﬂﬂ’e 4:5060 6. John 2:3,

A e A7 ¢ B¢ Linke 17:13.

S.Luke G238 7e linYk 1C:24%7,
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wore comnanded: Ssel: the peacc of the city whlther T
Zave coused you to be carried swey captives, and pray
unto tho Lerd for it - for the subjectlve reason - in
the peace thereol ye shall have psace.l Paul asked that
prayer be made for him that we may be dellvered from
unreasoneble and wicked nen.z and Lot prayed for the
presexrvation of Zosr, one of the wicked pentapolils
cendemmed by God, This descision God reversed, for the
preservation of FHis child Lot, though Lot prayed with
none of the noble compassion which actuated Abrlham.s

Thz mamer 1a wiiich intercadaory praysr must an=- |

- = 55 g
awer to the larsg

[

el
o'

urpes:s of God's carce for TTis church

3

1s bettsr shown 1u the cconsideration of the question:
Ler mhaom o pray, than in the question for vwhat ic pray.
Prazer i1z nci truly prayer unless veicsd by s Christian,
Since intercessory nrayer Ilnvelvee iwe souls, at loask
tvo individuels, ars we te coneclude that beth rmuat De
Chrissians to validate the prayer? fast we lixit our
interceasslon to the prajer of the psalmist: Do good, 0
Lerd, unto those that ba 3006?4 Yhe questlion has already
heen anawered with e dsfinite no, Paul exhorted that
intercessicn be made for all men.‘|r3 Jesus and Stephen

prayed for their unbelleving persecuhora.e Paul'!s prayer

1, Jeremian 29:7. 4, Psaln 125:4,
2. IT Thesaalonions 3:2. S« I Timothy 8:1.
S Genesis 19:20, 6. Acts 7:60, Luke 23:34,
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Zor Isrucl was, that they night he .'.'.-:.vuﬂ.,]' L

1ensa trey
could not have buen Christliana at the tims of the viayer.
Abraham prayed for poople 50 wicled that Coad sent sneeial
uwessengers, nay came down Mimsell, to destroy them, in
the 111b61~estaofxgg%h%fghteous men, two in each eit:r.z

A man of Cod prayed for Jerobosm, who was wusurning the
right of the priest against God's will, in sercerificing
at the glsar, who had just domanded the arrest of the
man of God for denovncing him, nnd had been punished

for it .3 I{ Cod hoars praysrs for Sodom and Gomorrsh,
and for kings who openly defy His majesty, are there any
limitations to intercessory preyer? Here the answer is

Yes.

A Chrylstlen may not pray ..{‘oz' anvone who 1: cub=
s1de the bovuds of Ucd!s care for the chiwreh, When a
Tuwnan will has teen fimly and f1lnally sct in oppozition
tc Cod's wili, inikcrcossion 1s of no avall, for such we
are not to pray. Thils automatleally snl £luslly rules
out prayoera for the dead; they are voyoud tha powe:r of
prayer, cither confirmed s meaver, ur confirmsd outsids
the 1i:ita of Ced's Xingdome It is appointed mnto men
cnce to 4ic, bubt altor this, the Judg;ment.é Yhen God

judges, He judges for oternity, eni any attempt of man's

1. Romans 10:1l,
2, Cenesis 18:32. Dr. Martin Tutber, Treatisc on Cood

Wloxks, in loco ¢lié, Pe 255
I Fings T3:6,

G X
4. Hebrews 9%27.
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to reverse that juagment is sinful presumption.

The practiecal application of this limitstion, now=-
ever, presents some difficulties. We cannot see & men's
faith or obuuracy. John lays down a general rule: If any man
6€€ his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall
ask, snu He shall give him life for them thet sin n2t unto
death. There is & sin uanto desth, I do not =gy that he shall
pray for it.l The first rule we have alreedy covered, for the
s8ins of our neightors we should prey, in full cnufidence. with
full ascursance of 2 fevorsble answer. But, <ohn tells us, a
wizstiscticn exists: There iz & sin unto degth, vhezec
foxgiveness iz nol desired. For only tnis ain.‘the Iam
Jectivn of foxgliveansss thraugh grace, iz completely uato
weath., Por such & zin Jeiin dees not excourage Lrayer.

Thie woes nol obviate Lhs difficulty, for whom =hall we
PreyT it merely stetss ik, We ceaanot determine ks has
g1n:8c uute ues=tlh, =22 wgc ass net. Joan Goes cot tell
us, «s not pray for those waom you tkiak have sizaza the
s3in uato westh, oat: i o not say that he shzll . p.ay fox

it.

None but Gou cen determine the extent of a man's
@ine, our ounly criteris in prayer must taen be: dc not
prpy where @od has express=ly forbiaaen prayer. This opens

an intereatin vista in the study of intercessory prayer,

1. I Jchn 5:16.

st
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for God hasg soldoa forbiddeon 1, erd in onc case oy re-

vorsod hls Jdecisilon when a man digoboyed His forbvbidding.

loses on lMount Slual was far removed from the
camp he had lert behind iu e haods of Aaron, IL was
yrobably a sreat shock, thersfore, when God told kia
the details of t‘ne'r-evelry 2C the Lase of the mountaln,
dp In the cmdemaing sentencs, They heve turaed
aslde Quickly oub of the way which I commanded them,
The shiock was lacraesed at the enger of Gody showz In
The surprislng conmeand: Now thersiore lol me alone, that
ey wax hob agzalnss t‘:‘-.e:u,' anl that I »ay consume
I will :melic of thoe ¢ great naltion, Hosea,
dosplic the camwiad, interpaded for the poople, andi the
Leed »epeated of tho evll wuhich Ne thovghi to 3o o
ise guesbions Yhabt ariase swe thess: was
thic a dircch cowmand of Goad vivich lloses Afsoboved?
Dia feses have a »i:hi% Yo latorcade on the basis of
the gensral commend, egaiast thla seenlagly more speclfi

coumend?

Ths Tulplt Commenbary deniea tha®t iLhis was a com=-
mand cof Ced:

"Thia was not & comuend, but rather s aug 28-
ticn; or at any rate, it was a command not
intecndad to compel obadiecnce - 1likz That ol
the angel to Jacob - "Let me go, for the day
bregioth.” ifoses was not intended Lo talze

i, Exodus 32:8.,10.14,
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the eormand s sbheolute., Te 814 not . do o -
he “"wrestled with God," like Jacob, ani pre-
velled, (If God had mode of Yoses & sreat
nation)..«2ll that had boen as yol done would
have sene for naught, ond s purposes with
respect o ¥ia "pasuliar neople” wonld have
bean put hack €00 yenrs and mora,"l

fils aryument is epparsntly this: thet Cod could
not have moant tho cormand, heccuse e could not have

meant the offer in v.10b. A similer interpretation is

put on the verse by latthew Henry:

"Thet the intercession of Moses might appear
the more 11luatrious, God falrly offers him
that, 1f he would not interpose 1n this matter,
o would molra of him a great nation...Fad
‘Jloses been of a narrow, selfish spirit, he
would have closed with this offon, but he
praofers the salvation of Iersel."

Ho mnkes of the cormand an anthropomorpnisms
"God would thms express the greatness of Fis

just displeasure agalnst them, aftar the
manner of men, who would have none to in-
Lemeade Pap Bhosa they poesalve to h2 severs
with. Thus also He would put an honour upon
prayer, Inthaztbing that nebhinz tmt tho intor-
ceasion of Moses could save them from ruin,”

Ha woakens the power of Yoses! Intercession, how=-
aver, in thus makinz 1t a conditcional offer.2 Himeols
Indicatos thiz:

"het A14 Moses, or wrat sould he do, to
hinder Cod from consumiag thmm? hen Zeod
rezolves to nbandon o peoprle, and the

dscree of min hes gone forth, no intsr-
cension ean prevent 1t,."

In reply to these, ceriain facts must be remembered.

1. 0. Rawllnacn, Pulpit Commen Exodus 32:10.
2+ Matthow Henry, Commen ‘ us 32:10,
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It wes loses Intercession which turmed God in favor of
the childron of Israel. And the rejection which Goad
seeningly proclaims was not in any way the fihal re-
Jection. That came later, in the time when the Lord
said to Jeremiah, though Moses and Samuel stood before
me, yet my mind eould not be toward this paople.l
lioses' Intercession did carry weight, and at least
vet anothor greakt intercessor was theirs before the
children of Israel received final rejection, It could
not have been a mere testing of Moses' falth, thi-ough
the offering of a great prize were he to desist from
prayer. That would be to weaken the prayer. That it
was not an ebsolute command sesms qertain, yet what
merks 1t as a command not interided to compel obedience?

God here was forbldding something that was a de-
finite part of His great plan for His church, l:dosea
knew the rejection of Israel was not yet finel, because
specific temporal promises, the inheritance of the land
of Canaan, had not yet been fulfilled. koses knew, when
he prayed, that he was praying for the children of
God, on whom God's blessing still rested. The cormand
mast have been, as Matthew Henry suggests, an anthropo-
morphism, revealing His great wrath at a sin not unto
death. Moses understood this, and though trembling at
the toerrible possibilify, he earnestly interceded with

l., Jeremiah 15:1.
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God on their behalf. He not only had a right to intercede,
he saw his greater duty, and performed it,.

A very pertinent secquence of a similar nabture

is reported in the book of Jeremiah, He is commanded no
longer to pray for the people, and 1; under different
circumstances, at least twice thereafter asked to do so
by the people. Jeremiah's actions and the answer of God
shed much light on the limitations to intercessory
prayer. In one chapter, Jeremiah 1is sent to call the
people to repentance, reprove thelr self-righteous
simning, and deliver the te:'r_ible Judgment: Therefore
pray not thou for this people, nelther 1lift up ory nor

prayer for them, nelther melke intercession to lie, for

I will not hear thee.l God had, for their sins, for

their idolatry (cf. che 11) for their refusal to listen
to God's word; rejected them, and all 1nterce_al:l.on

was useless, A year or so later, King Zedeklah, son of
Josiah, reigned in the land of Judah, but nelther he,

nor his servants, nor the people of the land, dld hearken
untc the words of the Lord, which He spake by the prophed
Jereniah, And Zedekish the King sent... to the prophet
Jeremigh, saying, pray now unto the Lord our God for us.2

Dr. Kretzmann says of this request:
"This was, in the first place, an act of

1., Jeremiah 7:16.
2. Jeremigh 37:1=3.
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amazing stupldity in view of the King's de-
liberate dlascbedlence, but also one of revolt-
ing hypoerisy, since Eedek:lah, foelgned an al-
leglunce to Jehovah which he was far from
possessing. (He)...d14 not seem to notice
that his ect was a further insult to Jeremiah,
after the rmme{ in which his messages had
been received."

Jeremliah, acting under orders from God, acted fit-
tingly., Nc.word is sald of a prayer being offored, but
he prophesied the return of the Chaldeans, the lifting
of whose slege by the Egyptiens had occasioned the

embassy from Zedelkiah,

Eleven years later another request came to Jer=-
emleh, Babylon had led their captives asway, those who
remained were 11l treated. A group under Johanan organ-
ized to resiast. They came to Jeremlah with a humble
request: pray for us unto the Lord thy God...that thg
Lord thy God may show us the way whereip we may walk,
and the thing that we may do.2 Jeremiah, seeing their
evident falth and submission to God's will, promised to
pray for them, perhaps thinking that these men, seem-
ingly repentant, no longer came under the former curse.
But he remembeored the command, and exacted from them the
Promise that, whatever God's answer would be, he would
tell it to them fully, and they must obey. They agreed,

l. Dr. P.E.Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, Jer. 37:1-3.

2¢ Joremigh 42:2.3.
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Jeremlah prayed, and GCod answered, that they must reamain
in Judah to have peace. If they fled to Egypt war would
come, And (GGod showed Jeremieh that the original command
still held, for he had to tell them, ye disaambled in

your hearts when ye sent me unto the Lord your God, saying,
pray for us... NHow therefore lnow certainly that ye shall
d1e.l Despite Jeremiah's words, they went to Egypte

Dr., Kretzmann renders this verdict:

"It seems clear from the first that the leaders
of the refugees had already decided not to re-
mein in Judea, but to go to some nelighboring
country,. They acted just as many people do in
our days, who eall upon the Lord to direct thep,
but only along the lines which they themselves
have chosen."

The whole sequence leads us to the same conclusion.
Jeremiah's command from God was based on this: these
pPeople had rejected Godjy prayer for them would no longer
serve the purposes of God's Kinzdom, While this condition
was obvious, Jeremish refrained from prayer. When the con-
dition was scemingly removed, Jeremiah gave them the ben-
efit of the doubt, and prayed. That he was mistaken in
supposing thelr repentance genuine was no great fault of
his; God cared for that in His answer to the prayer.
Jeremiah is not censured for praying for a people'he had
been told not to pray for; as far as he could see, the

conditions of that prchibitlion no longer applied.

1. Jeremieh 42:20.22,

2, Dr. P.E.Kretzmann, Popular Commentary, Jer. 42.
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The 1limltations on the prayer of the Christian of
todey 1s the same, While i% will serve the purpose of
the Kingdom of Goc't., the prayer is righteous and acceptable,
Since no man cen see into another's heart and judge the
blacimess of his sin, the ultimacy of his rejection, we
must, in the manner of Jeremish, give him the benefit of
the doubt, and, as Paul bids us, pray for all: mer,One
notable exeception is, however, given us, where it is not
necessary to look into man's heart: If there come any unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive hin not into
your house, neitheirr bid him God speed. For he that biddeth
him CGod speed is partaker of his evil deeds.l When a man
is openly working aginsst the Kingdom of God, prosely-
tizing from the true church, we are not to bid him God
speed in his work, we are not to pray for his success.
The sentence in the originel reads: ket jxulecer ouTd
o h ):’de Te. And do not.say to him: Greetings, or have
grace. The question has been asked, is this a prayer?
It probably can be so construed. It was a cormon form of ;. =
greeting used by Christian and heathen alike. But probably
in a Christian's mouth it meant just what the King James
translators saw thero. - God speed, even a&s our universal
good=bye from a Christian tongue includes a prayer for
Protection. But whether prayer or not, the passsge for-

l, II John 10,11,
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blds prayer. If a mere greeting 1s prohibited, how much
greater an infraction would = »rayer he?

We are not forbiddon; however, to pray for the
person, only for his work. Probably a great amount of
America's sectarianism would go if her true churches
would pray more earnestly that all who profess tnemselves
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in
righteousness of lj.te.l But when we include in our prayers
the prospering of his work of proselytizing, we become
vartakers of his sin, and may be accused of leading men

.gstmy from the saving word.

Some have called this unchristian counsel, contrary
to the spirit and teaching of Christ, basing thelr judgment
on the words of Christ, when the diseiples would not
allow & men to cast out devils, since he was not one of
Christ's followers: Forbid him not,_ror there is no man
which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly
speak evil of :ne.2 This passage, however, speaks of those
working for Christ under no particular denominational
name, It does not bld us give proselyters a home base
in our home or heart, or to wish them God speed in act-
ivities which John calls wicked, with emphasis on the

1. General Prayerg Lutheran Hymnal, p.1l10.
2. Nark 9:59.




wicked,

What then are the limitations to intercessory prayer
to the praying Christlan today? The question for what? has
none other than those commected with every prayer, that
things sinful and sgainst the will of God are not to be
preyed for, anl every answer 1s to be expected within
the will of God. The question for whom? has the same
limitations, more specifically defined, 0ld Testameat in-
terceders were limited by direct command of God; New Teste
mnent interceders ars to be guided by a principle laid
down by %od, We are to pray for all men, but we are to
pray that all men work in the will of God to preserve and
increase His Kingdom. All work against this will goes
forward without our blessing or intercession.

Cne other consideration sets off the interceasory
prayer as the highest form of prayere. It 1ls perhaps the
most obviocus consideration, one which has befors been
alluded to, This i1s the speclal motive which lesads to
subjsctive prayer, the selflessnesa of true Christlan

love for ones nelghbors,

Dr. Goulburn states this motive in a highly prac-

tical way:

"Tus plain, then, is the duty of intercessory
prayer. And the grounds of it arc equally plain.
The duty 1s based upon the fact that men are

one body, and members one of another...In his
moral rature, (men) has certain affections...
which have referencé to otherg, and show clearly
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that, in the desisn of the Creator, he is

no isclated eremture. And in...hls constitu-
tion by grace and An Christ- there are bro-
therly kindnass and charity, which show
that in the now creature elso, man is one
Body. And if this be so, the weal and the
woe of other men, of other Christian's,
nms&lbo, to a2 certain extent, our weal and
Woes

Ge. A, Bubtirick's well worded opinion on prayer has
alreudy besen quotoed: Intercession...lives in our worthiest
notive... fuman motives are always mixed, but their mo-
tive in that pang of prayer is nearly selfless.® The
Pulpit Comuentary remarks: "If any prayer can be made
with confldence of success, surely it is this, It is an
unselfish prayer; a prayer of love,"® The motive of love
ie pleinly visible in Luther's judgment:

"we... are priests, which is far more excel-

lent than being kings, because as priests

Wwe are worthy to appear before God to pray

for others, and to teach one another theo

things of God, Thlis Christ has obtalned

for us, if we beolieve on ilim, that we...

mey boldly come into the presence of God

in the Spirit of faith and cry "Abba, Fg-

ther,” prey for one anothere.."'#

But how do the Scriptures reveal these grounds

for intercessory prayer? Jairus prayed for his daughter,
the Syro-phenician woman for hers, because of one of the

highest of natural loves = that of parent for child,

1. Op. c¢lt., p. 100,

2a Op. Git., Pe 102,

3. Rev. A, Plummer, The Pulpit Comment in Exposition
of I John, De .

4, Folman, II, On Christian Liberty, p. 525.




The thouszands who brought their a!.ek; ].me; bll.nd, and
possessed dld so because they brought friends, men and
women whom they loved. It may b‘e ergued that this 1is
8tlll = somevhat selfish prayer, becsuse it embraces a
very tight cirele of loved ones, But just such a deep
and selfless love should mark the relation of every
Christian %o his fellow Christian, which alone may over-
shadow his love for all men, This :l.l.my commandment,
Jesus said, That ys love one another, as I have loved
you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a msn lay
down his life for his fr!.emda.l Jesus dempnstmted such
love in the parable of the fig tree: Lord, let it aloae
this year alsc, t11l I shall aig ebout it and ding 1t.”
In splte of the wayward fruitleesness of the tree, He
8tlll found love to intercede for it. He commanded: Love
your snemies,...pray for them which despitefully use
you® and Himself fulfilled His command to the last degree:
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.*
His disciples caught an echo of this love; though they
had no faith in Jesus' ability to provide, thelr love
for the five thousand led them to interrupt His teaching
to say: send them away, that they may... buy themselves
bread, for they have nothing to eat.5 They prayed in

l« JOhn 15:12.13.
2. Luke 13:8,

S. Hatthew 5:44,
4, Luke 232340

Se lMark 6:36,




51

love, it was their lack of trust whish made them prescribe

the manner of answer.

A grcat and moving love 1s apparent in all of Paul's
intercesacry prayers: I would that ye knew what great con=-
£fliot I have for you;l 8o deep and earnest was his prayer
in love. He wrote Timothy: I have remembrance of thee in
my prayers nipght and day,...belng mindful or thy toara;z
tears which could not fall to move the heart of his teacher
in love, Yoases' trememdous love of the paople for ﬂhom he
prayodl vwas self-sacrificial: Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive
thelr sin -; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, ocut of Thy
book, wiich Thou hast wrii:ten.s He prayed, even while
trembling at the eowmand, Now therefore ilet me alone,
Danlel's love for the temple : 1éd: him to open h:lé windows

toward Jerusslem and pray in that directioni the same

4

love led him to pray: Cause Thy face to shine upon Thy
sanctuery that 1s dosolato.s'

4 conflict, however, ér:lae-, especially when read-
ing the prayer book of the 0ld Testament. What are we to
say of such prayers as that of David: Let death sieze
upon them,and lot them go down quick (elive) into hell.®
David himself calls this a prayer: Glve ear to my prayer,

le Colcasisans 2:1. 4, Exodus 32:10,
2. II Timothy 1l:3.4. 5, Paniel 9:17.
3. Exodus 32:32, 6+ Psalm 55:15.




0 God, in the first vorss of the psalm, and certalniy he
is placing hi:;naelf between the object of his prayor and
God, By definitlon, then, this 1z an inbsrseasory prayer.
Is it besed on love?

Some have said the psalmist neither m2ant nor ex=-
pected & litersl fulfiliment of his imprecation.® But
whether literal or not, he locked for fulfillment, or he
would not have prayed thus. Rev. C. Short seys David
wanted. a judgment upon the corrupt private 1life of the
period, and “imew of none but violent meens and temporal
Judgments by which such wickedness could be :-cltmmretl'.'2
This comes nearer the correct solution, which is revealed_
by Matthew Honrys "This prayer is a prophesy of the utter,
the final, the everlasting ruin of all those who, whether
secretly or openly, oppose and rebel against the Lord's
Messieh!® In praying agelnst the enemies of the church
David prays for the churech; in gsld.ng for their destruc-
tion; he asks for the churchfs prosperity. The prayer 1is
still in 1ova; but the greater love for the chﬁmh com=
pletely overthrows our -common love for:all meén:" ™ 1.

That David in praying condemns these men only in-so-far
as they work ssainst the church 1s shown by other passages:

Give them according to thelr deeds, and according to the

l. R.G.Rawlinson, Pulpit Commentary, Psalm: b55:15.
2., Ibhid pe. 421,
Se 01)- eit.. Psalm 55:15.




wickedness of thelr endeavors.l For without cause they
have hid for me & net in a pit, which without cause they
have digged for my noul.?‘

In the same soirit of love Tosen prayed against
the Nort!wm. tribes; to call them from their sins: Give
them, 0 Lord, what wilt Thou give: give them a miscarry=-
ing womb and dry broasts .5 Elisha prayed that Syﬁa'l.l
exrmy be smitten with blindness, then led them. astray,
end proved his love by causing them to be fed, and sent
back unharmed to their own emnbw.t'"' Love 1s the basis
for intercessory prayer, but it is love primarily for
God's great purpose = that the ehurch ba.praserved and
prospered. And through thls greater love, this special
purposeo; a speclal duty, a specizl command, intercessory

Prayer 1s revealed the highest form of prayer.

R.R.5tolz zives his opninion: "At 1ts best, prayer 1is
msn'g sunreme vemtuvre of faith, his vhole hearted response
to the Impact of God."ls thich 13., rightﬁ_zlly understood,
'correet. Without faith a man camot pray, and esvecially
intercessory prayer demands almost unreasoning confidence
in a psrsonal God, But the same author reveals his own

abysual lack of faith:

dle Psalm 28:4.
2.« Psalm 356:7.
&e Hosea 9:14,
ﬂ_‘. II !’..‘T.n{;B 6:!8"25.
S5¢ Cpe. cit. pe 287
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"Intercessory prayer which is offercd by in-
tekligent persons is not by them supposed to
be a means of reconciling a vengeful deity to
those who oppose his will. Intercessions...
ar8 enswered when those whow they are célcu-
lated to influence co=-operate. So long as
the inaificual for whom one prays uoes not
reSpond...intergession cennot accomplish its
najor mission."

This major miesion he scems to see in the solicitetion of
fﬁnds. regoards answer as largely coincidental, Buggentp
cooperation of prayor and prayee by telepathy, znd redﬁces
the part of God to the carrier of these telepathic
thoughts.a

Thus the story goes too frequently today. Men know
the nzme of intercessory prayexr; they never lesrn the
power. Too many problems stand betweem. Yet sn exauination
of these provlems cannot but lead to s stro:uger faith in
prayer's efficacy. They are based on zll too subjective

a reasoning.

Buttrick, though he never really snswers it, well
stetes the objection: of humen reason when he writes:

"If you were to ask the men in the street,

'Do you believe in intercessory proyer?'

he might echo bleukly, *‘Intercessory?’ IT

you were then to explain that theology is

fond of long words, and that you meant pgrayer
on behalf of other people, he might answer

in 2 silent skepticism...Beholu the intercessor.
He kneels in some chupch to pray...for his

1. Ibid. p.271.
2. Ibid. p.275.
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son...Tnere he kneels, alone 80 far as eye can
see. Wpat can he do? If a shell should fa2ll on
lcanaeon, cen ae shielu his son? 7To our akeptical
sight, the intercessor wey be s lovable aud even

& saintly figure, kut he is pathetic zaa futile.
Airplesnes might help us - though we would be nong
plussed to prove it...But tae iatercesgor: how can
his mumblinge redeem g viclent world?"

the first problem to confront the iantercessor is
that pesed by materislists. This is a world, they any, of
nsturnsl law, whexre an irrevocabls law mcves sun, 2arih,
DPleasts, pnd their wonns, where cnuse alweys precedes
erfect, where every effect hes 2 cause in nature. It
iencves no room for the iaterfering khizsnd of God. To the
materisliist's mind, prayer ana science are¢ irreconcilable.
One must give way. Ye must answer scicence, falsely szo

calleqa, or science will obliterate our prayer.

The ergument itkat what tihe popular mind calis
natursl law will not allow prayer nas specizl frrece when
tiie .reyer 15 intercessory. Ihe argument is that of an
unbeliever, but the Ohristian of the needs an answer to
preserve his own tottering gaith in prayer's efficacy.
Tne unbeliever can readily explain the answer to sub-
Jective prayer on the bssis of psychology, but when a

tuird person is introduced, wro knows nothing of the

'prayer. only ti:e intervening hsnd of God or coincldence

can bring an sunswer to the prayer. The intervening hand

of Goa the manterislist will not recognize. Xvery

1- cj—‘. dit- P- 96-




intercessory prayer, therefore, is either s violation of
"Raturs L law® or s culneldence, to the unbellever. lioth

of these objectlivue cof human reason can easzily be auswered.

ceienceé can reelly point to natural law. The
Creatox s made these, the Créator knows them, but Science
dces not. 3Seience's only kanowledge is the summing up of
instances: every 24 hours the world makes one complete
turn on its axis. & low pressure srez on lske or ocean will
result 1. storm when epir rushes in to f£ili ift, anu only
the complete filling of the area will inducs the sioxm to
BT0p. aen en organiisy dies, aecay sets in, snu the remsins
uust be disposed of. These are examples of hetural low"
wiich might iaterfere withh intercessory prayexr. But they
axeé aoi lews, they are tebtulations. They eamnect tell us
that nature is sbsolute, wholly nmecneuical sna inveriasble.
They only prove that hithe;to she has oveen feithful.
Science can sey wita certsinty that on a certain morning the
sun will rise mt 8 given time, not because sn lumuteble
law swiags the carth on #n inexorable schedule, but only
because heretofore the & un has risen at that given time on
that ziven daay. The sun, the moon, the stars, the eartk and
her minutest life are obedient tn no natural law except the
gver-ouerating will of CGod. The sun rises and sets, not
of its own volition, nor becsuse of unchasugeable law, but

only because God wants it to.

N =
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The jpraying Christisn csn point to ; tabulation
Just & cogent, Just e secure. Vnem & rigatecua
men prays & fervent prayer, it secomplisoes much. The
sun stooa still et the :rayer cf Jbshus.l the storm was
8tilled when the diaciples prayed.a Jairus' prayer
restorea his daaghter.” What scientists term natural law,
is merely their observation of the will of Goa. If then,
prayer ean iaffluence the will of God, it is no longer

contrayy to the law of nature, but "itéclf one of these

l=sws apon whose working God hes determined that a certain
result shell follow."® That prayer ean influence the will
of God may be stated on the Ttazis of a greater authority
then that of eny scisntist - God himself asssures us sos
Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ssk
the Father in ¥y name, He will give it you.5 Those who
argue aogaiust rprayer's efficacy on the basis of ngtu:al law
are lecft without an arzument, for prayer is the most
potent cf nature’s causes. The prayer of the iater-

cgssnr aad God's angwer is‘aaaequem.e Just as well easteb-
lished in the promise of God =8 the fall of the rain and

"the growth of the erops.

Materielism's answer to our tabilsticn cof answered

prayer hes always been® coincidence. This 1= made easy

1. Joshua 190:12 4. Zwemer, Taking Hold of God, p.70,
2. Mark 4:38 cuoted by Taxing 8 ATnat, Op.cit.p.38
g« Luks &:85 5. John 16: 23.
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by the fach thai God nearly always answers by natural means.
At Moses' prayer the Israelites received meat, but it came
in the form of quail, blewn to their camp by o wind.l
Abrahem and Zachariash received sons by natural means,

though "naturnl law" prohibited it,2 and even the five
thousand werc fed on five natural loaves and two fishes.®
But ecincidence is never mere. Two things happen together,
brayer end answer, certainly that is cuineidence - that

i1s the meaning of the word. Whydothey happen together? That
Ims only one answer:thru the efflicacy of intercessory

praver.

M objection to intercessory prayer very simllar to
that of natural lew, more often found in Christian minds,
is its receoneillation to the eternal decrees of God. CGod
has, from etermity, determined the course of events on Tis
ocartr, Those determinations He has embodied in Wis
eternel decrees, they are unalterable. The course of hige
tory is established from creation to juwdsment. Iow can
an unchangeable God albtser His will, how shall Te hesitate
to flfill Ais decrees at the beck and eall of the inter-
cessor? This is, they say, not on.y aciard, but

presumption.

le. Numbers 11:31,
2. Genesis 21:1-2; Luke l:24.
8. Matthew 14:1%.
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On close examination, however, thelr arguments
become some of the most cogent in 1ntércelaory prayerts
favor. God has predetermined historg; but He has pre-
determined all of ite. A determining factor in the defeat
of Napoleon at Waterloo was a sunken roadvuy; unseen by
the emperor. Did CGod know that road was they:, or was
Napoleon's defeat a surpriss to Him? An etornal decree
also foresaw that road. The King of Syria sent an amy
to take Elisha, in the oity of Dothan. But they didn't
recognize Elisha when he himself came and led them to
Samaria, saying he would lead them to the man they sought.
The army was captured. Was it an acecident that they re-
cognized nelther Eli?ha nor the ?oud to Samaria? Vas
Syria's defeat & surprise to God, or had he predeter-
mined it? It was no surprise, for it was an answer to
Elista's prayer.l Was the foreknowledge of God shortened
by Eligha's prayer, or must we say that He foresaw also
the prayer? If a Christian can see an eternal decree of
God in raindrops and snawstorms,z why not foreknowledge
of our prayers? Dr. Walther has smswered the problem:

"Phese people dc not consider that God cen
hear all our prayera without acting contrary
to His eternal decrees; for since God 1is
ormisclent and all wise, He not only from
eternity mew that we would pray end what

would be the objectives of our prayer, bubt
from eternity He has so arranged everything

1. II Kings 6:18.
2. Genesis 8:22,
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and given it its place in His government of
the universe that thuse very ihings must come to
pess which we reguest of Him"

God's eternal decrees do not prohibit intcrceasory prayers;
on the contrsry, they exmteblish themw. For history
hes been preaetermined in consideration of intercessory

prayer.2

This raises another problem = what morsl right hes
one man to intrude his wishes on the life of unother? If
by secret prayer wé cam change the course of his life,
8re w¢ not disnonorsbly bresking his freeaum? A partial
anewer to this mey be found in John's coumand: if any uan
Bee his krother sin a sin which is not unto aeath, he
thell ssk, ana He shell give him life for them tnat sin
not unto desth.® The repetition of the woras not unto
dest:i clesrly inauicate that such as have sinnea unto
aeath, that is, thoze who have obatiuatel& and finslly
rejectea the will of Gou, intercession will nct chauage.

4 Christizn must prey, Thy will be done, cnd in the will

of Cod, no men can act dishonorsbly.

But such influence on another man's life as inter-
CEBB0ry prayer muaf'have if answvered, is not only not ais-

honorable, it is airectly comrandea. Look not every man on

l. Guoted by Dr. Arndt, op. cit.¢ p. 35.
2. Dr. Arndt, op cit. p. 35.
3. I John 5:16.
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his own things, but every man also on the things of others.t

Surely no better supervision ¢f any man's worz ean be done
than enlisting the almighty power of Cod. But anothor
thought is added in the preceding verse, let each aatasem
other better i;hgn themselves. ihe true intersessory prayer
is done in love, and this is never c.l:lshono:-a'.ale interfer-
ence. Every true prayer is for good, David's prayers againsy
his enemies were for the preservation of the church. If

any man would discourage inj;eroession on the grounds that
this is dlshonorable, would do just as well to reprimand
the archltect end contractor who built his house for inter-
foring with his porsonal freedoms If there were no walls,
he could walk out into the open air,

Another great problem, one which deters tre bast of
Christians from intercession, is the feeling of inadequacye.
Dr. Goulburn has worded it well:

"¥hat em I, that I should plead the cause of
others « I, w-o have so much to ask for myself,
and who-heve no native right to ask et all? Op,
how can I Likinikc that praysrs from me, like those
from righteous Abrgeham, can win anything from
God for my brethiren?

The objection has two parts: !-]bw con I presume to ask?

and: How éan I expoct an answer tc ny ifeerle prayer?

. The first is a misstatement. It wau.ld be presump=-
§

1, Philipplans 2:4,
2. Op. cite, Do 102,
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tion not to intercede for oﬁzera » and morc than vresumption,
for God has.comanded it. This puts us in the ssme class
with Samuel, who regarded it as sin not to pray for his
people.l How this ean be, that omn:l.potent; omniscient
God would deign to bend His eer to our pmyera; would
listen to our plans for the government of His univez-ae;
we do not presume to say., But every Christian 1s as wel-
come =and as potant ot the throne as any. Faith as a £rain
of rustard-seed can move a mountain.® The words that
Peter heard: Whet God hath cleansed, that call not thou
t:c:%*::n_or:,:5 may be appllied to every member of the Kingdom =
¥hat God hath accepted, that call not thou impotent.

All intercessions are heard by God.

The second pert of the problem amounts to a doubt
of the efficpney of intercessory prayer ?.n general, It
sounfs noble and self-effacing at firat, evem as Ahaz's
gnswer to Igeieh: X will not ask; neither will I tempt
the Tord, Fut it is in reality an affront; and deserves
Iseigh's arswer: Hear now, O (Christian).e.e.is it e small
. thing for you to weary r!-.en; but will ye weary my God also?4
God commands us to pray, and he who hides behirnd the shield
of-his own unworthineas is doubting and disobeying God.

Hut one might say: First I will become more worthy,
e better Christisn, then I wi_ll pray for my brother. Or,

l. I Samuel 12:23. 3¢ Acta 10:15
2. Matthew 17:20, 4, Isalah 7:12-13
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first I must pray for melf; that my prayer for ancvther
might be more acceptable. A man cannot make himself more
worthy to be heard by the Holy Cod, The only growth the
Chriestien Imows is that of sanctlfication, and prayer is
one of the most votent elds to that. The objection is
like attempting to put out the darkuess befcre letiting

In the 11.5;1-11:. Certal r.:‘.y; praysr should he first for our
ovm faulte, but such prayér mst never supplent objective
rrayer, The_c:-:r:lstinn Lty praying 1s not made nmore worthy
to free God, and ho who oxpects his subjective prayer to
oo hisg o‘-.ﬁ;}eci.;i*re prayer acceptable is near to_ synerglism,
Every Christien ir worthy to pray, eble to pray, should

pray intercessory prayers

To thoze wvho f£ind no answer here, this comfort may
be given - they do not pray slone. Praylnz for ocurselves,
our prayer 1s unsuprorted; Preying for o@hers, we jJoin
cur volces tc those of many interousors, ans the prayer
1= by =0 yme inaeprsased, This 13 especilally true of common
praysr, to which the promise 1s gilven: Again I say unto
you, if itwo of you shzll agrse on earih as touching any-
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
my Father which is in hoaven.l The cumxlative power of
many small efforts is tremondous = the pyramlds were

bullt by millions of human hands 1ifting together. But

1. Matthew 18:19,
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divine concurrence is also promiscd as it is to every
prayer. The 3pirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we
know not what we should pray for as wo ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings

vinich camtot be u'bteredol

ilany have o‘bjected; that Chriatts promise of spiecl-
fic answer to preysr anplied to the per].or!.'of the rox'mding
of the ehurche. The age of miracles Ls past, they say, and
God will not broax the estzblished order of anature when it
2erves nc purnosc in founding the Tingdom, The thought of
Lreaking the established ordsr of nature does not move us,
Thies hez alreasdy Loen cnswersd. And we Imow that all
things God turns to tho good of His Kingdom. Bx:;i: over:
without this consideration = what are we in_: say of the
answers to the prayers of loses, of Ellijah, of Elisha?
These wers not included in Christ's New Testament promise
of answer to intercession, and yet they were answered.
The promise antedates the New Teatament era, 1t lmows no
bounds of time.

Ho» has the age o mirscles cemsad., Fisbtory sbounds
in examnlen as cogent as those presented by Seripiure.
Any man who argues azainst intereossion by saying no

evidence to its efficacy cen he addused tharehy reveals

2 1 Rcm'aanﬂ- 'P. 226,
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that he has not truly used intercessory prayer, because it
is still a tremondous force in the world. Moses, almost as
long beiors Chriat as we are after, advancsd the sanc argu-
ment, and was answered: Is the Lord's hand wazsd short?

Thou shalt sse now whether my word shall come to pass unto

these oxn r;'ot.l

In the final analysis, all problems 1n prayer are

~ traceable to a fundamental error - doubt of a personal,

intereated God., This is especlally true of intercessory
prayer, beceause we ask God to project Fis iInterost and
power beyond tre cormunicn we have eshablished with Him,
This doubb becomes the ultlmate discouragement o; the
prayor. FPrayer, for an athelst, an evolutlonist, a
Wodornlst, is absurdj becauss hie has lelt himself aoone
but himeself to ﬁray toy,and noone but himself to pray fore
The casce against lanterceasory prayer, then,1ls ths case of
the wodernlst - we doubt God, or wae're toc interessted in
ourselves, when we refuse te intercede. To hix: who Tinds
a lack of love for others in himself, & lack of interesat
to keop him from praylng, it can onliy be sald: pray for
others as a duty of the Christian, for intercessory
prayer is a wcrk of sanstification, and will breed interest.
To those who find it kard to overcome tFeir doubts of such

detalled rersonal interest in their God, Scripture and

1. Numbers 1l:23.
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history give tremendous promise of the eiflcacy of

prayer,.

Scripture takes no note of the 'prob:l.ema of inter-
cessory nrayer. It knows none. Its only answer 1s a long
list of fulfillment., Whether the prayor asks for spiritual
or temporal blessalngs, the eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and His asrs are open to their prarera.l Four .

meén praye® for their friend sick of the pzlasy, and unhesi=

tatingly trc prayer was answered. The man received for-
glvensss of sins, and tcok up his bed and welked.2 And
eraln and again we hear: all they that had any sick with
diverse dlssasss Lrought them untc Uim; and Zs 1lald Tis
fanda on every one of thewm, and hoealed Lle S The o jecw
tion wight Le raised € b thess were biought to the sje
&ud hand of the lucarmate Sca of God, szmd therefcrs
rseegived speclal conslidsratlcn. The promlse s correct,
the cuaclusion wrcnze Ve, bec, dring our intercssslcons to
ths same Incarnate Son of God. 4All prayors ars answered
in like measurs. anctliecr objectlicn alght De advanced that

thess were cures wrought oy the pliylng love of Christ,

irrespective of prayer, slnee no prayer 15 mentioned.

But prayer is the brin ing ol needs to God, not the repe=-

|
f tition of words, and & :_:,-ooally percentage of these cures
|
E

1- I }:‘EtCL V012.
2. Luke 5: 1CIf.
S, Luke 4: 40.
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wore lile the miracle which restored the demonice, whose
father had gaked heln of the dlseciples snd got none., Ne
eppeeled to Christ, and his son was hesled, Yhen the dis=-
ciples csked why their efforts hal benn unaveiling, Christ
answered: Thils kind can come forih by nothing, but by
prayer end .f:‘usting.l The disciples had not prayed, they
were at feult. The demonlac could not have prayed. The
prayor was the fether, who came with »is pmye:r straight
to Goc, who cured the son. liere w:s a-cass where, in Jesus

own words, nothing but intercessory prayer could help.

That powsr of prayver did not stop when Chrict re-
moved Hlg vialble prassnce, Its contimuation was promisad;
hobtihh for spiritual Lleesings;—Af any man soe hi.s hrother
sin a sin which is not unto death, be shall esk, uni He
shall give him Jife for them that sia not unto deatn®;—
and Cor btsmporal blessingsi;-the prayer of faith shall

save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.5

Paul showed rvect confidence in these promises, He
beliesved thet his preaching, the preaching of those whom :
he hed toi-mt, and his very bonds vhich led them to pronol.a,
wvould henafit him in time ond etermity; not in thomselves,

hut throvsh intercessory »raver. For he wrote to the Fhil-

le Mark B5:209.

E. I John 5:il1€.
8. James 5:15,




ipplans: I Imow that this shall tum to my salvation
through your pmyer.l And again, to Corinth: Ve...

trust in God, who delivered us from so great a death
and doth deliver,...that he will yet deliver; ye also

helping together by prayer for us.® He acted in confi-
dence on these promises. The father of Publius, chief
man of' the island of Helita, lay a!.cl_: of a fever and a
bloeody flux, to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and
laid his hends on h!.m; and hesled him,2

This confidence in the efficacy of intercessory

prayer 1s not limited to the early Christians, nor even to ‘
believers in general. The natural knovlac_!ge of the exis-
tence of a god tells man that God might hear prayer. The
unbeliever shows his ascceptance of prayer's power by asld.ng_
the righteous to pray in his behalf. Darius, King of Perala,
granted permlssion to the returning exiles, nay, decreed
that they should rebuild the temple, that they mayes.pray
for the life of the King and of his sons.? Zedekian,

though he did not hear the words of the Lord as spoken

by Jeremiah, nevertheless asked Jeremigh: pray now unto

the Lord our God for us.® And even Dives in 1_1011 besought
Abreghan to send Lazarus to his father's house, there to
testify to his brothers, never doubting that the "prayer"

would bhe answered. &

l. Philippians 1:19, 4, Ezra 6:10.

2. II Corinthians 1:9-10. 5. Joremiah 37:3.
Se Acts 28:8. 8., Luke 158:27-38
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Many found their distrust of intercession's efficacy
in the apparent failure of God to answer. In this respect
prayer 1s subjeccted to tests which are applied to no
other media., Becausc many people dle even though taking
medicine, we hear noone say that all medicine is ineffec=-
tual. Or because some recover without doctors, very few
will say that doctors are unnecessary. But these are the
Judgments on prayer. Lxcept they see signs and wondez-s;
many will not believe.t

Yot prayer is alweys answered, though not always
obviously so. As was stated above, the answer nmst come
fixed by the plan of (lod for the govermment of the world,
Tre peopls of Capernaum who stayed Christ, that He should
not depart from them were answered by the better program
of Christ: I must pregch the Kingdom of God to other citles
also, for therefore am I uent.2 Undoubtedly the Christians
in Jerusalem prayed for James as they later prayed for
Peter; vet Herod killed him.s This was another step in
the process started by Saul, the results of which are re-
ported - they that were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word .4 Figures testify to the apparent
futility of Jewlsh miss:lons; yet Paul's prayer to God for
Israel was, that they might be saved.5 The prayer was

l, John 4:48, 4, Acts 8:4,
2. Luke 4:43, 5. Romans 10:1ff.
S Acts 12:2.
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answered for the good of the church, as Paul himself real-
i1zed; for he sald through their fall salvation is come to
the Gentilea.l

Seripture is not alone in testifying to intercession's
officacy. History is filled with startling revelations of
God's ruling hand intervening in answer to prayer. When
Melanchton was at the point of death, Luther was called
to the death bed. Dr. Arndt tells the story:

"Luther burst into tears and an exclamation of
agonye. This aroused Melanchton, who said 'O
Luther, is this you? doh't you let me de-
part in peace?' 'We can't spare you yet,
Phllip' was the Reformer's answer. And then
he spent more than an hour on his Imees,
Pleading for his recovery, until he felt his
prayer was heard... Luther had scme soup
brought, and...(said) in his 4droll way,'Philip,
take this soup, or I will excommmunicate you.'!
The soup was taken, Melanchton revived, and he
llved to lebor many years. When Luther went
homre, he told his wife with triumphant joy,

'God gave me my brother lelanchton back in
direct answer to prayer.!"2

lonlca fervently prayed that Augustine, he;- son, should
not depart from Africa, where, she thought, her influence
would restraix_z and eventually convert him, Her prayer,

in its spirit, end for the good of the eclurch, was an=-
swerecd. August!.ne went to Italy, met Ambrose in lilan,

and was converted,

Simple Christians, too, take part in this historical
power of prayer. H.W.Beecher tells of a womaen in the par-

ish of his father who complained that she was so useless,

l, Romans 11l:11.

2, Patton, Prayer,and Its Remarkable Answers, p. 245,
quoted by Dr. W.Arndt, op.cit., pe. 30.
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When asked how she spent her bed-ridden hours, she replied
that she prayed for everyone in the village. "I pray,"
she sald "down one side of the street, and up the other
side; an? then, if I am not too tired, I go over the
whole ground agein.” Dr. Beecher sgld she was the most
useful person in his society.l Dr. Luther wrote in his
"Reply to the Answer of the Leipzig Goat®: I have so smch
work that six years ago three of me would have had more
then they could do, and yet, by God's grace, I am now hale
and heartye...All of which is, without doubt, the doing of
my Lord Jesus Christ throuch the prayers of pious people,
without eny merit of mine.2 And in the "Treatise on
Christian Liberty", he wrote: "Through his priestly glory
(the Christian) is all powerful with God, because God does
the things which he asks and desires."S G.A.Buttrick
bases the entire argument of his book "Prayer" on this
chlef argument: History testifies that the prayers of the
saints are answered. Reve C.H.Spurgeon illustrated the
power of Christien prayer:

"A certain preacher whose sermons converted

meny souls received a revelation from God that

it was not his sermons or works by all means,

but the prayers of an illiterate lay brother

who sat on the pulpit steps ple,ding for the

success of the sermon. It may be in the all-

reveeling day so with us. We may believe

after laboring long and wearily that all

honor belongs to another bullder whose prayers

were gold, silver, and precious stones, while
our sermonizings l':eing apart from prayer are

1. Op. clit., p. 48,
2. Holman, III, p. 294.
3. Holman, II, p. 326.
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but hay end stubble."l
Truly, intercessory prayer is a power in our world, end
the man who does not avail himself of that power puts
himself in the position of the people of Nazareth. Christ
could there do no mighty v?rk.a There was no prayer;

hence there was no miracle, and the people rejected Christ.

-

But in edvancing the ceuse of intercessory prayer,
a more cogent ergument may be found in 1its benefit to the

“- man who prays. This benefit is recognized by all who

write of 1t, even by those who deny a personal God.
K.ReStolz writes: "Prayer purges the perscnality of ine
compatible elements and promotes attitudes and habits _
which are in accord with the established master motive,
or a newly gained religious insight."® It is the first -
benefit seen by Buttrick:

"Then what befalls our intercessor? There

1s 1ittle doubt that he himself bocomes a
nobler man. is night becomes days he steps
with the assurance of those who forget thom-
selves in the remembrance of their neighbors
and God. His winter becomes summer: a new
climate conquers the snows, and brings buriled
seeds to glory. Fis weakness becomes power: he
is strong, not in the psuedo power which
slays an enemy, but in the real power whilch
slays the enmity and turns the enemy into a
friend."4

But this 1s mere psychological benefit, wt by -

any means the purpese:of our prayer. Intercessiocn helps

l. Guoted by Rev. Ed. M. Bounds, in Prayer end Praying, p«.97.
2. lark 6:5,.

3¢ Psycholosy of Relipmious TLiving, pe 258,
4, Op. Git.’ De 99,
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the interceder also as a pra'yer; &8 a result o the thing
for which he prays. This is true ‘beeguno of its power as
@ speclal aid to the sanctified life, and because of spe-
cial promises of God.

Its chief power as a good work lies in the fact
that it is external - outside the prayor. It takes the
Interest of the prayor away from himself, prohibits his
desgpair over his own sins. It is ‘an answer to Christ's
new comnendment to love one another. It 1s even, because
of 1ts speciel purpose, the answer to the injunction,
Seek ye rirst the Kingdom of God.l This power, too,
nearly overy writer recognizes. Buttrick continues:

"Thoere is gain alaso in the direct line of his
intercession. (rudges are cancelled, for
bittorness and intorcession have no cormon
dwelling. Yuman need 1is more clearly under-
stood, for iantercession gives insight and
a purer sympathy."2
Henry ¥Ward Beecher, In regretting the hablt of evil gos=-
sip says: :
"The habit of taking each other before God in
prayer, familierly and by name, is a hablt
that I think is eminently beneficlal, = in
| the first place, to yourselves. It will cleanse
| you. It will sweeten your disposition. It
will take away from you every particildé of
the reven, that loves to feed on carrion.”

This i1s not without support from Scripture. VWhen

Christ tells us to:pray for them which despitefully use

you, Fe adds: that ye may be the children of your Father

1l. Hatthew 6:33,
l 2_- Loco cite.

B Ope ClGe, Pe 46,

_
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which is in hepven.l The prayer will not work our justi-
fication to gain us our aonu!:ip; but 1t will certainly

- exerclse our faith, keep 1t from dy.tng.2 Let us keep
our title or c!‘:ﬂdren_of dod. We sin 1f we don't inter-

* cede for our neighbor;® we do the will of God when we do.

But in addition special blessings will come to
the men who intercedes. Paul exhorted to intercede for
all men, for kings, and for all that are in suthority,
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god-
liness and honasty.4 God through Jeremiash told the Baby-
lonian coptives to seek the pecace of the city whilther I
have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray unto
the Lord for it, for in the peace thereof ye shall have

peace, 5

These are primarily promises of dirsct answer

to prayer, with a reflection of beneflt to the prayor.

But they are more than that. The peace c_la.s_j.i'gn by Jud€an:
captives wes the guiet and peaceable 111‘0?;{“%&#1 quale
ities, which could not be enjoyed while the people lived
in dread or hatred of the government which ruled thexn, .
and which, in each case, deserved the anger of the church,
to some extent. In praying for their peace, the hatred was

not only erased; new qualities of haopiness were added.

1. Matthew 5:45,

2. Janes 2:20,

ds I Samel 12:23,
‘ 4., I Timothy 2:2=3,.
j Se Jeremiah 2937.

i |
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But we have oxamples to give reason for hope of
more speclfic blessing than this, Solomon was faced with
the duty of ruling the people of G'ot!.-, a responsibility he
feared. He was told by God in a dream to ask anything pa
deslired. In a prayer that was easentially_1nterceasory,’
Solomon sdmitted: I em but a 1little child, I know not how
to go out or come in, And Thy servant is in the midst of
Thy people which Thou hast chosen... Give therefore Thy
Servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people. God's
answer to the prayer was abundant: Lo I have given thee

vV'a wise and an understanding haart... and I have also
glven thee that vhieh thou hast not asked, both riches
| and honor.l Solomon sought first the Kingdom of God,
and all these thinss were added unto nin.2

Cocnsideyr the case of Job, vho% stricien by Satan,
4id not losze faith, but spent his time in introspection,
looking Tor the cause of his suflfering. When God finally
spoke, Fe did not answer Job's queations. He did not ?ry
to. He told Job thet his manner of thinkling was wrong,
that his suffering wes unimportant in the great scheme
of ereation. And so Job understood it., Fe dld not fully
know the cause of hils suffering, but he did confess:
Behold, I am vile...I have uttered that I undeorstood not,

le I Kinge 3:7=9,12<13.
2. latthew G233,
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things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. I abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.* Job's prosperity
did not return when he cezsed his questioning; -it returned
when he forgot himself to pray for othere, for we readi
And the iord turned the captivity of Job when he prayed
for his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as much as
he had before.z He prayed for theu who déspltefully

used him, and was the child of God in so doing.

Examples may be added to exemples, to establish
the efficacy of Interceseory Frayer, both to the prayor
and to the prayee. Down through the ages, the gaints
heve prayed, and have been answered. But every prayer
bhas been & venture of feith, prayed in opposition to
wan's legiczl makeup. Every prayor hes hed to conquer.
the tenderey of hie briin to rule his heert, has hzd %o
remove repscn frowm the poth of felth. And with whatever
logic reason ie foced, whetever erguments are advanced
to eup,.cxt the cause of interceesory prayer, there remains
one fipsl znd unanewernkle proof - the pregmatic test.

A perzcnal watter like prayexr will best gain the perscnal
confidence it needs by personal experience. Fo argument
of the infidel will move the men who can say: My prayer

wag snswered.
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The consensus of Scripture extends the invitation:

Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hoets.l If zny

man will do His will, he sh~1ll know of the doctrine, whether

it be of God.? 4 broad statemeut to the effect that not
enough! Christiens ere praying, or that Christians are not
pPraying enough, is only mrobable; since prayer is a private
metter. But for him who hesitates in doubt, intercessiors

ultimate proof of efficacy is intercession.

Prayer'e efficacy is not to be messured by the
importance of the job it does, nor by the nmmber of people
benefitted. The prayer of the mothers who brought their
chiléren %o Christ for blessing was just as efficzcicus
as thet of Mo=es for the children cf Isrrel, =2nd was
snewered by the seme power. But the impertence of the
cavse it zdvences, the number of people influenced, do
incrense the vnlucs of prayer, =nd hence more evidently
ehow ite efficecy. This ic perbeps the re=scn f01; the
cogency of the greczt 0ld Tectument examplesc - Hoses,
Bolomon, Iszizh - they creyed for nations, their proyers
moved history. This ies also probzbly the reascn for tke
dmportunste exhortation throughout Scripture to pray for
kinge and all thst are in suthority, for the peace of the

land.
1. Melachi 3:10.
2. Joan 7:17.

R R RS
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The seme consideration mekes the intercession of
the Christisn cof tecdey for his couutry smong the zost
importent of his prayer tasks, especialiy In trouvlea
times. The juagment proncunced by Sod upon Tudzsh: And
1 sought for a wan cwong them, that should meke up the
hedge, end stend in the gap beforc me for the iand, that
1 should not destroy it: but I found none. Therefore have
I voured out mine indignation upsn them.l nay well be
repeasted for our nation, if the Christian Churdh ceases
her intercession for her country. The intercessor who
kneels with this prayer in mind: Wilt not Thou, O God,
g0 forth with our hosts: Give us help from trouble, for
vein is the help of m=n,” is a heroic figure, plecing
hiwvself in the gap, defending his country where defense
is most needed, seeking pardon for her sins; allying
to her tne power that rules the world, enlisting the aid
of God.

Interceesory prayer is true prayer. It is distin-
guished from all other prayer, not doctrinally, but only
logically. Yet legic, on the bassis of Seripture, will
tell the student that intercessory prayer is a.little
ncbler, and more enobling; to humen eyes a better work of

sanctification. XYor intercessory yrayer bas & special

l. Bzekiel 22:30-~31.
2. Pealn 108:11i~12
Se
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conmand of Goa, it is syuyointed as the specinl auty of a

Curistira. it furtuers in every instence God's grest will

to save ihe worla, enu (v preserve Liis kingdom, more
palpably then other preyer. It is always auw in the Lest
wny, vkédicice {o Christ's new commaudrent that we love l

ohe another, ena even our encries.

Ffen hiave arisen with meny epeepingly powerful
Brguncats agningt intercessery prayer, saying thst it |
gennuct te snswered in the true sense of the werd.

"Hatursl lsw" @nd the decreen of God proclﬁde Iiis hearing
the greyer effectively, they tell us. The preyor has no.
moral righit, ner any suffieiency in himself, to intruce
upon snvther's life by prayer, if 1t be answeread. lntir-
¢eéssicn, they say, it an instrument of the pest, ana &Goc
no longer performs mirscles et the reguest of iis

chilarcn.

But all these prgursnts are in egsence, the
argumerits of unbelief, s=na under the exemination of faith,
they lose their cougency. The intercessor s tands triume=
phant, benefftting his.fellow men in the pnver of Goa,

benefitting himself in the blessing of God.

Lyt reasoned argument and e3say ceanacver fully per-
susde. The huwen wind is first of ~11 empiricel, nnd trial
is tae sursst vroof of sny thesis. ILet the Christian pray--

end lsaza that Sod is faithful and powerful.
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